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ELECTRONIC ENGLISH

Nowadays, IMing, text messaging, and other
email and chat room communications have become
widespread means of interaction, and the brevity and
urgency it demands have given rise to a new type of
language. Its users resort to many lexical abbreviations
such as acronyms, foreshortenings and contractions,
as well as sentence fragments and internet slang. The
consequent morphology and neglect of correct grammar
are considered a threat to the language. Emoticons
replace words to describe emotions; netspeak words and
phrases like <lol> replace precise nuances of expression.
The focus is on how to say too much in a very short time.
Here are some examples of this electronic language:
ORLY/ O RLY = Oh really? NO WAI = No way! Iz
= is, Dat = that, Y Halo Thar = Hello, Mite = Might,
Kat = Cat, Bai = Bye, Tha = the. Abbreviations are used
expansively too: LOL = Laughing Out Loud, ABT2 =
about to do something, BFF = Best Friends Forever,
BBL = back later. Another practice is to change all the
words ending in y into “eh”. Funny would be funneh,
lousy changes to louseh.

The incredible use of this electronic language is
indeed alarming. I have got students writing their essays
using this language in schoolwork and exams. It is not
only a matter of isolated cases but an overpowering
phenomenon affecting the abilities of the students to
write properly and accurately. The hectic pace of life
seems to affect those peopless preference and choice
of wording. On reading this abbreviated language we
can feel their impatience, and urgency. Grammar and
spelling are the least of their worries. The written
language is being damaged. However, just as there are
teachers who blame the internet and social media for
ruining the written language of the young generation,
there are those who defend it claiming that it is lucid,
logical, efficient and understandable.

Those who are against
it—mainly ~ teachers  and
academics—claim  that the
fact that this language is lucid
and efficient is the core of the
problem; students have got used
to lazy ways of writing. They
set themselves free of any kind
of constraints. Teachers also
view this netspeak simply as the
trend that shattered the magic
and the appeal of the written
language. There is no more
attention given to metaphor,
comparison, idioms, play on
words, prose, poetry... this electronic language is
too straightforward and impersonal, leaving little
room for imagination. Serious writers learn the rules
before they break them, because then they know
how to break them in informative and entertaining
ways when using such social media.

Users seem to like mistakes and even make
them on purpose. They are fond of mixing letters,
numbers and symbols. Their punctuation is entirely
different too. Their language skills are already
affected. The broad use of homophones, omissions,
non-essential letters and initials has destroyed their
grammaticality and their spelling. Those very users
are the same youngsters who have to go to schools
and produce formal written work. They are the
nightmares of teachers actually. Those students
can quickly and efficiently write a text message,
in which they communicate so many ideas and
feelings, but seem unable to write properly and
compose a well-written essay. They seem lost and
scatterbrained to the normal rules of grammar. Some
students of mine have confessed that they are open
and eager to communicate when they are in chat
rooms, because it is a less restricted environment,
but in class they cannot write properly and find it
difficult to express themselves. They are quite aware
that they should not be using netspeak in class, but
they seem helpless.

A teacher’s job is already difficult and
challenging and it becomes more perplexing with
students losing their sense of correctness and writing
skills. In fact, it now seems as if the teachers should
learn the basics of this new language. Teachers’
criticism of it is endless. Tough marking and zeros
might be the waking blow for some students to

push them to pay more attention when writing in class,
and keep them level-headed, at least to differentiate
between contexts and formality.

In this day and age then, it has become clear that
communication can be achieved in diverse ways.
Language asthetraditional means by which one observes
and perceives the world and transmits oness beliefs,
values, truth and thought is undergoing a dramatic
change. The new language may be creative, quick and
efficient to use in the virtual world, but its drawbacks
outnumber its benefits. It is causing confusion and a
great damage to the written language as we know it.
It hinders its beauty as well as its accuracy. But if we
accept that languages are changing all the time, and that
thanks to these added novelties and modifications that
languages can resist extinction, one may understand
that this new phenomenon is simply a natural trend
leading to the progress of our language in the future.
One may come to accept this trend as simply the way
our language evolves through time. Maybe one day, in
an utterly digital world, this electronic language will be
the perfect medium to communicate whatever needs to
be communicated. And just as we study old and ancient
writings like Sumerian, Egyptian and Sanskrit today,
one day our traditional language will be the subject of
similar historical study.
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Crowds of people were standing in the race
They were waiting for the big day

For the sun to rise after a long hard days

She was obliged to take a part in the race
Regardless of what her heart was beating for
They took her passion, her strength and the poetic
heart that she had

They took all the poems that cheered her heart up
every night

She lost her mind, so she didn’t date her beloved
this night

All the lovely poems and sweet memories were
buried

Actually, she was the one who was buried too
She walked alone in the race

And when the crowds of people finally arrived
the end of the race

She disappeared; the heavy wind took her away

Stories

A thousand of untold stories

Lived at corner in the memory

Some of these stories should be told

To make the heart beating with joy and hope
The other shouldn’t be disturbed

Let them live silently at corner in the memory
As they stole our higher laughter and our most
beautiful smiles

And they kept us fully awake the whole night

A figure dressed in all black was walking hurriedly. The figure bumped into the
people in the street, earning himself complaints and insults. He wonst stop... No, he
CAN>T stop for that thing would reach him. He ran and ran. His breathing came short
and heavy. He stumbled, tripped, fell on his face but he went on and on, RUNNING.
It seemed that lady luck wasnst on his side this time. It started raining heavily, and
because of the rain drops covering his lens, he couldn’t see well.

He stretched his neck to see if the thing was still following him or not. He sighed in
relief, but it didnst last for he heard the most bone chilling sound. He ran faster and
faster, inhaling air like crazy.

He could hear it tapping its tiny feet. That wicked creature...

He swayed on his feet, running like a madman made him dizzy and tired. His eyes
widening comically as he tripped. He fell hard on his backside. He was trembling,
cold sweat dripping down his forehead.

«N-no,» he heard himself stuttering weakly. «Mercy!»

«S-stay away,» he screamed.

The creature that was hidden by the shadows of the night, stepped closer and closer,
the moon light falling down to show it>s round small face--

--The creature cranked its head aside and then meowed.
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