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Oman is planning to set up inte-
grated economic clusters across
various sectors as part of its drive
to diversify the national economy
and reduce reliance on traditional
industries. This plan, outlined in
the recently released third annual
report of Oman Vision 2040 Im-
plementation Follow-up Unit, re-
flects the government's ongoing
efforts to transform the eco-
nomic landscape and position
Oman as a leading economy by
2040.

A global model for economic
growth, integrated economic
clusters are built around inter-
connected industries that share
value chains, services and re-
sources within a defined zone.
Oman’s adaptation of this model
seeks to stimulate growth, en-
hance competitiveness and ex-
pand international market reach.
The government’s role in this ini-
tiative is to provide regulatory
support and foster a business en-
vironment conducive to invest-
ment. After thorough analysis, it
has identified five key clusters - in
Shaleem, Dakhliyah, Duqm, Najd
and Suhar - each focusing on dif-
ferent industries crucial to na-
tional growth.

The Shaleem Integrated Eco-
nomic Cluster in Dhofar is set to
become a hub for industrial min-
eral production, leveraging its lo-

cation on regional sea routes and
its rich deposits of gypsum, lime-
stone and dolomite. Developed in
collaboration with Oman Invest-
ment Authority and Madayn, this
cluster will focus on mining, in-
dustry, fisheries, tourism and lo-
gistics. By hosting diverse
activities, Shaleem aims to ex-
pand Oman’s production and ex-
port base, boosting the area’s
GDP contribution.

The Najd region also in Dho-
far, known for its favourable cli-

mate for year-round farming, will
host an agricultural cluster to ex-
pand production, support food
security and boost exports. This
initiative will connect agriculture
with industry and logistics, allow-
ing Oman to meet both domestic
and international market de-
mands while reducing depen-
dence on imports. Key goals
include improved irrigation, stor-
age and logistics networks to in-
crease productivity, and
encourage investment in agro-

processing.
Dakhliyah will host a cluster

focused on tourism, agriculture,
industry and logistics under the
Tanweer programme. The goal is
to link sectors for greater integra-
tion and resource use, positioning
tourism as a major contributor to
Oman’s GDP. The programme
also seeks to boost rural develop-
ment using a model that can be
replicated in other regions to
stimulate sustainable growth.

In Special Economic Zone at

Duqm, a cold chain cluster will
support Oman’s food and agri-
culture sectors by enhancing
production and export capabili-
ties. The cold chain infrastruc-
ture will ensure quality control
for fish, agricultural and other
food products, helping Duqm
evolve into a regional hub for
food preservation and distribu-
tion. The project will see  intro-
duction of legislation and
incentives to attract investment,
with planned training pro-
grammes to develop expertise in
cold chain management.

The integrated economic clus-
ter for aluminium industries in
Suhar will link upstream and
downstream industries, focusing
on expanding primary aluminium
production and fostering high-
value product manufacturing.
This cluster will provide facilities
for quality control, training and
market development to increase
competitiveness of Oman’s alu-
minium sector, supporting wider
access to international markets.

These integrated economic
clusters are expected to drive
Oman’s GDP growth, create jobs,
attract foreign and local invest-
ments, while enhancing effi-
ciency through economies of
scale. By establishing these clus-
ters, the sultanate aims to set a
benchmark for diversified eco-
nomic development in the region,
positioning itself as a leading in-
dustrial and trade hub.

Plan to diversify economy
with integrated clusters

US to deploy military 
assets to Mideast

09

Muscat - H E Sayyid Badr al Bu-
saidi, Foreign Minister, has called
on Western powers to take a firm
stand on Israel's actions in the
Middle East, arguing that they
have a "moral obligation" to stop
its ongoing offensives. 

In an interview with the Finan-
cial Times, H E Sayyid Badr high-
lighted the escalating
humanitarian crisis and regional
instability caused by wars. “It’s a
moral obligation on these coun-
tries to do much more than just
their policy of persuasion,” he
stated, urging Western nations to
impose constraints on Israel. 

The foreign minister acknowl-
edged efforts by the US and other
Western nations to encourage a
ceasefire and renew political dia-
logue but expressed frustration at
their limited impact. “Unfortu-
nately, we have not seen any ef-
fect of that,” he said.

H E Sayyid Badr criticised
Western countries’ long-stand-
ing support for Israel, describing
it as an "outdated, cold war
habit”. He suggested that France
and the UK’s decisions to limit
weapons sales to Israel could be

examples of "peaceful means of
leverage".

When asked about Iran’s influ-
ence in the region and its support
for groups such as Hezbollah and
Hamas, H E Sayyid Badr said
these groups were not the root
cause of regional tensions. 

“We would not have had
Hamas in the first place had we
addressed the root cause of the
crisis -  the occupation (by) Israel
of Palestinian land. 

“The only country I see now
that wants to continue the war is
Israel,” he said, adding that the in-
ternational community has so far
failed to halt what he called “this
madness”.

‘Moral obligation
of Western powers
to rein in Israel’ 

Solo calligraphy show at
Stal Gallery 

16

H E Sayyid Badr al Busaidi
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Dakhliyah is advancing a major
development programme worth
over RO74mn aimed at enhanc-
ing infrastructure, promoting
tourism and improving the stan-
dard of living across the gover-
norate. 

The investments cover pro-
jects in roads, parks, markets,
public squares, and health walk-
ways, reflecting the gover-
norate’s focus on sustainable
growth.

According to Sheikh Hilal bin
Saeed al Hajri, Governor of
Dakhliyah, the governorate has
completed 79 projects worth
RO10.997mn, improving critical
infrastructure. Meanwhile, 68
more projects, valued at
RO30.593mn, are currently un-

derway, aimed at improving
roads, public spaces and health
facilities. In addition, 36 projects
valued at RO19.867mn are in
contracting phase, which will fur-
ther elevate the quality of com-

munity services.
Sheikh Hajri stated that the

range of projects reflects “the
government’s ongoing commit-
ment to meet the needs of citi-
zens and accelerate project

implementation where possible”.
He informed that the governorate
is also planning 14 new projects
valued at over RO13.4mn, antici-
pated to stimulate economic
growth, create jobs and improve

essential services.
The governorate’s develop-

ment strategy, according to
Sheikh Hajri, is based on leverag-
ing Dakhliyah’s natural resources
and cultural heritage. This ap-

proach includes fostering public-
private partnerships to create in-
vestment opportunities with
economic returns, supporting
local administration involvement
in joint planning and execution.

Among the prominent pro-
jects recently completed is the
Nizwa entrance development,
while Nizwa Public Park is ongo-
ing. Other initiatives include the
Jabal Akhdar Public Park,
Dakhliyah Boulevard and the
Jebel Shams Grand Canyon pro-
ject. 

In addition, an agreement has
been signed to build Oman’s first
integrated public transport sta-
tion in Nizwa, a venture with a
real estate developer. The Asalah
project in Bahla is also expected
to provide investment opportuni-
ties while boosting infrastructure
for heritage tourism.

Efforts to elevate tourism
focus on preserving historical
sites, with projects such as
restoring the wall of Harat al Aqar
and paving paths in its vicinity.
Tenders have been announced to
develop Misfat al Abriyeen and
Bahla Oasis. The governorate’s
plans include seasonal tourism
events, such as the Jabal Akhdar
summer and winter festivals, and
sports activities like the Hamam
mountain running race and
Samail Festival.

The governor noted that col-
laboration with the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Planning is
vital, with its support helping
drive numerous projects, includ-
ing the Greater Nizwa Master
Plan. Key housing projects in the
works include the mountain des-
tination in Jabal Akhdar and Al
Zain Fort in Bidbid. 

Film society workshop to create
films with Muscat as inspiration 
Our Correspondent
Muscat

In an effort to bolster the Omani
film industry and find local talent,
Oman Film Society (OFS) -
through its Training and Devel-
opment Committee – is holding
a workshop titled ‘Muscat In-
spires Us’ running till November
5.

Dr Janan bint Mahdi al Issa,
Deputy Director of the commit-
tee, stated that the workshop
aims to promote the Gover-
norate of Muscat by encouraging
creative ideas inspired by its rich
history and culture. “It seeks to
highlight the tourism and devel-
opment aspects of the gover-
norate, discover new talent and
convey inspiring stories from
Oman to the big screen, while
also supporting members of the
association and professionals in
the Omani film industry.”

Janan added that it is impor-
tant to present creative content
in the form of short films that re-
flect the achievements of Mus-
cat. The workshop will focus on
ensuring high-quality photogra-
phy, sound, editing and overall
professionalism in the filmmak-
ing process.

OFS is committed to providing
specialised programmes and

workshops that guide partici-
pants from concept develop-
ment to final production, she
informed. 

The workshop is designed to
enhance the skills of members

and support the creation of short
films for participation in local and
international festivals and com-
petitions, thereby enriching the
cinema industry in Oman.

Additionally, the workshop
will feature a dialogue session
with artist and director Mah-
moud bin Obaid al Hosni titled ‘A
Muscat Story’. The session will
explore the beauty and vibrancy
of Muscat governorate, dis-
cussing its historical significance,
cultural identity, and the inter-
play of past and present. Film-
makers are expected to engage
actively, drawing inspiration for
new cinematic stories from the
dialogue.

Our Correspondent
Suhar

North Batinah Municipality has
announced the opening of an
application system for com-
mercial activities in temporary
winter camps located in the Al
Rifah neighbourhood of Suhar.

In a statement, the munici-
pality said that the online appli-
cation portal will be accessible
starting  9am on Monday,
November 4. Applications will
be accepted until all allocated
sites are filled.

The initiative allows regis-
tration of various commercial

activities, including food trucks,
cafes, and public services such
as games and entertainment
within the winter camps. The
municipality aims to streamline
the permit process and ensure
efficient allocation of spaces for
businesses operating in these
camps.

N Batinah announces online applications 
for permits for winter camps in Suhar

Seventy-nine 
projects worth
RO10.997mn that
improve critical 
infrastructure have
been completed
SHEIKH HILAL AL HAJRI

RO74mn projects to boost tourism in Dakhliyah 

The workshop will
focus on ensuring
high-quality 
photography, sound,
editing and overall 
professionalism in
the filmmaking 
process

(Supplied photos)

(Supplied photo)
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Muscat - Royal Army of Oman
(RAO) celebrated the centenary
of the establishment of Sultan of
Oman’s Artillery on Thursday in
a ceremony held under the pa-
tronage of H H Sayyid Shihab bin
Tarik al Said, Deputy Prime Min-
ister for Defence Affairs.

Upon arrival at the headquar-
ters of Sultan of Oman’s Ar-
tillery, H H Sayyid Shihab was
received by Maj Gen Mattar bin
Salim al Balushi, RAO Comman-
der, Brig Saif bin Said al Rashidi,
Commander of Sultan of
Oman’s Artillery, and senior of-
ficers. 

The ceremony started with
the Royal Anthem, followed by a
Guard of Honour salute. Sultan
of Oman’s Artillery personnel
presented a military infantry pa-
rade, while the RAO band per-
formed various musical pieces in

celebration of the milestone.
A visual presentation high-

lighted the inception and history
of Sultan of Oman’s Artillery
since 1924, detailing its develop-
ment, modernisation plans and
training of its personnel to fulfill

national duties. The celebration
included a field and air show fea-
turing historical and modern
weapons, showcasing the ar-
tillery’s advancements in military
technology.

The event concluded with a
tableau symbolising the cente-
nary, with attendees chanting,
‘Long live His Majesty Sultan

Haitham bin Tarik, the Supreme
Commander.’

Following the ceremony, H H
Sayyid Shihab and attendees
toured a permanent exhibition
showcasing the historical jour-
ney, achievements and advance-

ments of Sultan of Oman’s
Artillery.

The ceremony was attended
by high-ranking officials, includ-
ing Secretary-General of Min-
istry of Defence, Chief of Staff of
Sultan's Armed Forces, military
and security service comman-
ders, and personnel from various
sectors.

Musandam prepares for surge
in cruise tourists this winter
Our Correspondent 
Muscat

As winter approaches, Oman is
gearing up for a surge in interna-
tional visitors, with Musandam
poised to be a major draw.
Known for its stunning land-
scapes and cultural richness, the
governorate will welcome its first
cruise ship from Singapore on
Monday, marking the start of its
winter cruise tourism season. 

Over 50 cruise ships are ex-
pected to arrive throughout the
season, promising a boost for the
local tourism sector as travellers
explore a unique mix of natural
beauty and cultural experiences.

An official from Ministry of
Heritage and Tourism noted that
arrival of these large cruise ships
enhance Oman’s tourism appeal.
“These ‘floating cities’ carry
thousands of passengers who
are keen on both entertainment
and exploration,” the official said.
“With growing interest in
Oman’s cultural and natural at-
tractions, arrival of these ships
revitalise the tourism sector and
boost commercial activity. This
influx of visitors will likely drive
demand for tourism services and
encourage further investment in
infrastructure and amenities.”

Inclusion of Musandam in the
itinerary of the cruise ship arriv-
ing from Singapore highlights
Oman’s efforts to diversify its
tourism market, strengthen ties
with Asian countries and boost
economic and tourism relations
between Oman and Singapore.

According to Musandam Mu-
nicipality, in anticipation of the
visitor surge, the governorate has
several key development pro-
jects underway, including devel-
opment of Kumzar village, and
construction of a floating pier in
Khor Najd, Khorsham mountain
pass project and a waterfront in
Dibba.

In Kumzar village, new ameni-

ties such as a waterfront, chil-
dren’s park and a sea wall are
being added to enhance the
area’s appeal. The Khorsham
mountain pass is being built to
international standards and will
be equipped with solar-powered
streetlights. The Dibba water-

front project will cover 1,285sqm,
featuring a wave barrier, a walk-
way, sports facilities, children’s
play areas, display space for local
entrepreneurs, a beachside car
park, green spaces, sitting areas,
and an open-air theatre.

Adding to the excitement,

Musandam inaugurated Oman
Adventure Centre last year with
a new zip line that offers a
thrilling experience for tourists.
The zip line allows riders to travel
1,800m from Jebel Fitt to a plat-
form at Atana Khasab Hotel at
speeds of up to 80kmph. Offer-

ing panoramic views of Khor
Qadi and the Mokhi area, the zip
line has been certified by Guin-
ness World Records as the
longest zip wire over water,
adding another unique attraction
to Musandam’s growing list of
tourist offerings.

Our Correspondent 
Muscat

The Sultanate of Oman and
the Republic of Türkiye signed
a memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) in Ankara on
Thursday aimed at strength-
ening the fields of higher edu-
cation. 

The agreement encom-
passes the exchange of schol-
arships and academic staff,
mutual recognition of higher
education institutions, trans-
fer of knowledge and technol-
ogy, and organisation of
training courses, seminars,
conferences and scientific re-
search initiatives.

The memorandum was
signed by H E Dr Rahma bint
Ibrahim al Mahrouqi, Minister
of Higher Education, Research
and Innovation, and Dr Erol
Ozvar, Chairman of Turkish
Higher Education Council.

Key components of the
memorandum include collab-
oration in establishing re-
search and innovation
programmes that enhance re-
search capabilities and practi-
cal skills for the future labour

market. It also aims to pro-
mote the development of
higher education systems in
both countries and invest-
ments for innovation and
technological advancements.

During the signing cere-
mony, a discussion was held
attended by representatives
of various higher education in-
stitutions in both countries.
This session resulted in sev-
eral recommendations to ac-
tivate the MoU, including
increasing the number of
scholarships, enhancing stu-
dent exchange programmes,
and promoting the teaching of
Arabic and Turkish languages. 

Additionally, there were
recommendations suggesting
twinning higher education in-
stitutions and organisation of
Omani-Turkish Knowledge
Dialogue Forum in Muscat in-
volving participation of educa-
tional institutions in both
countries.

The visit also included bi-
lateral meetings between par-
ticipating higher education
institutions aimed at fostering
scientific and academic coop-
eration.

Oman, Türkiye ink
MoU to enhance
cooperation in
higher education 

MTCIT, UTAS Muscat launch Hadatha Centre to boost cybersecurity industry 
Our Correspondent 
Muscat

Ministry of Transport, Commu-
nications and Information Tech-
nology (MTCIT), in collaboration
with University of Technology
and Applied Sciences (UTAS)
Muscat, inaugurated the Ha-
datha Centre on Thursday to
support the cybersecurity indus-
try in Oman.

The centre was officially
opened under the patronage of
Halima bint Rashid al Zaria,
Chairperson of Authority for

Small and Medium Enterprises
Development, in the presence of
H E Dr Ali bin Amer al Shidhani,
Undersecretary for Communica-
tions and Information Technol-
ogy in MTCIT.

The centre aims to enhance
the outcomes of the National Cy-
bersecurity Industry Programme
through knowledge manage-
ment, research, and the design of
cybersecurity products and ser-
vices via simulation modelling
and testing.

The initiative seeks to pro-
mote a culture of innovation and

entrepreneurship in modern
technologies. The centre will play
a crucial role in linking govern-
ment agencies, the private sector
and academic institutions, rein-
forcing the national framework
for innovation in cybersecurity
developed by the National Centre
for Information Security.

Key objectives of Hadatha
Centre include fostering re-
search, innovation and develop-
ment in cybersecurity; creating
an environment conducive to
education and innovation; and
promoting a culture of creativity

among Omani youth. The cen-
tre aspires to position Oman as
a leader in cybersecurity inno-
vation in the Arab region by ac-
tivating cybersecurity industry
programmes and initiatives.

Additionally, the centre aims
to stimulate investment in eco-
nomic and social development,
localise advancements in tech-
nologies, and enhance the skills
of Omani youth. It will  encour-
age the development of local
technical products in cybersecu-
rity that can compete on regional
and international stages.

The ceremony included a visual
presentation highlighting the 
inception and history of Sultan of
Oman’s Artillery since 1924

RAO celebrates centenary of Sultan of Oman’s Artillery

(ONA)

(Supplied photos)

These ‘floating cities’
carry thousands 
of passengers who
are keen on both 
entertainment and
exploration. With
growing interest in
Oman’s cultural and
natural attractions,
arrival of these 
ships revitalise the
tourism sector
MINISTRY OFFICIAL 



04      MUSCAT DAILY      SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 03, 2024

BUSINESS

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Chinese photovoltaic-cell maker
Hainan Drinda New Energy
Technology (Drinda) has signed
an agreement to set up a 5GW
solar photovoltaic (PV) cells
manufacturing unit in Oman.

The Haikou-based firm plans
to build the plant in Suhar in two
phases, each with a scheduled
annual capacity of 5GW of N-
type TOPCon cells.

The announcement was
made by Jietai New Energy
Technology (JTPV), a wholly-
owned subsidiary of Drinda, in a
social media post on Friday.
‘Drinda, JTPV's parent company,
has taken a monumental step in

our global expansion. On Octo-
ber 31, we formalised our com-
mitment to a 5GW
high-efficiency N-type cell man-
ufacturing base in Oman with
‘Sohar Free Zone Land Lease
Agreement’ signed at the Invest
Oman building in Muscat,’ the
company stated.

Scheduled for completion by
2025, ‘this initiative is more than
just a project – it is a strategic
leap forward in our global opera-
tions and a testament to the
growing partnership between
China and Oman in the renew-
able energy landscape,’ the com-
pany added.

Last year, Drinda became the
worldʼs first specialised solar cell
manufacturer to mass produce

N-type TOPCon cells, consid-
ered one of the top cell technolo-
gies with high bifaciality. This
novel feature allows for addi-
tional energy to be generated
from the reverse side of the
module.

Drinda ranked fourth world-
wide in solar cell shipments with
29.96GW capacity last year and
first in N-type high-efficiency cell
shipments with 20.58GW, ac-
cording to its annual earnings re-
port.

Oman has committed to
achieve net zero emissions by
2050 and the government is
looking to expand its electricity-
generation capacity through re-
newable power projects, with
plans to derive at least 30% of

electricity from renewables by
2030, mainly through onshore
wind and solar projects.

The net zero target depends
on the use of renewable energy
as a primary energy source, the
use of carbon capture for decar-
bonisation, and production of
large quantities of low-carbon
hydrogen to drive exports and
growth in the low-carbon indus-
try.

Oman seeks to install 40mn
solar panels and import close to
6,000 wind turbines over the
next few years to more than dou-
ble the country’s existing power
capacity as part of plans to pro-
duce more than 1mn metric
tonnes per year of green hydro-
gen by 2030.

Our Correspondent
Muscat

In a major breakthrough, GCC
countries have struck a free trade
deal with New Zealand after
many years of efforts and nego-
tiations.

In a press statement, Mo-
hamed Albudaiwi, Secretary
General of the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC), announced the
conclusion of negotiations for the
Free Trade Agreement (FTA)
between the GCC and New
Zealand. He said that this agree-
ment confirms the GCC coun-
tries' commitment to enhancing
their economic and trade rela-
tions with countries and global
blocs.

This announcement came
during the signing of the joint
statement concluding the nego-
tiations for the FTA, which took
place on the sidelines of the 67th
meeting of the GCC Trade Coop-
eration Committee on Thursday
in Doha, Qatar.

The meeting was chaired by
Shaikh Mohammed bin Hamad al
Thani, Minister of Commerce
and Industry of Qatar and current
session president, and attended
by the ministers of commerce
from all GCC countries.

The FTA aims to facilitate the
entry of goods and services be-
tween the GCC countries and
New Zealand by eliminating and
reducing customs duties on
goods, opening the market for
the provision of services, and en-
couraging and protecting invest-
ments, according to a report
published by Saudi Press
Agency.

The agreement consists of 19
chapters, including goods, sani-
tary and phytosanitary mea-
sures, rules of origin, customs
procedures, services, invest-
ment, and e-commerce. Other
chapters cover transparency,
dispute settlement, competition,
intellectual property, technical
and economic cooperation, gen-
eral provisions, institutional pro-

visions, general cooperation,
general exceptions, and final pro-
visions.

The GCC Secretary General
pointed out that this agreement
reflects a shared desire by both
sides to develop and deepen
their distinguished relations. He
noted, "The volume of trade ex-
change between the GCC coun-
tries and New Zealand reached
approximately $2.9bn in 2023,
with GCC exports valued at
$1.75bn and imports at $1.19bn."

“From 2020 to 2024, both
sides worked on a joint work plan
covering several vital areas, in-
cluding political dialogue, trade,
industry and investment, eco-
nomic, financial and monetary
cooperation, agriculture and food
security, transport and commu-
nications, tourism, as well as
training and development," he
added.

Albudaiwi expressed his hope
that this agreement, upon its
entry into force, will enhance
trade exchange and economic
cooperation between the coun-
tries, increase investments, and
expand collaboration in areas of
mutual interest for the benefit
and well-being of their peoples,
serving the common interests of
both sides.

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The number of major factories
producing iron ore in Oman has
reached seven, and their contri-
bution to the sultanate’s GDP
has increased to more than 2%,
according to Dr Salah bin Said
Masan, Undersecretary of Com-
merce and Industry at the Min-
istry of Commerce, Industry, and
Investment Promotion.

In a statement to the Oman
News Agency, H E Masan noted
that the steel industry is a key pil-
lar of Oman’s manufacturing and
infrastructure sectors. Data from
the 2022 industrial survey
showed that the exports of these
seven iron and steel factories
amounted to RO687mn, with
1,681 employees directly em-
ployed, in addition to thousands
of indirect jobs, reflecting an
Omanization rate of 45%.

H E Masan emphasised that
the iron industries and their
downstream products represent
one of the main directions of
Oman's industrial strategy,
driven by high local and interna-

tional demand and their role in
strengthening global supply
chains in the iron and steel mar-
kets.

He highlighted that these in-
dustries utilise advanced tech-

nologies and innovations in pro-
duction processes while shifting
towards renewable energy to
achieve sustainability. The steel
industry is vital, contributing to
the global economy through

GDP generation, job creation,
and support for related sectors
such as heavy industry, machin-
ery, equipment, and transporta-
tion.

“Many industries rely on iron
as a fundamental material for
manufacturing a variety of prod-
ucts,” H E Masan noted. He
pointed to the increasing capa-
bility of the industrial sector in
Oman to attract qualitative in-
vestments, enhancing the sec-

tor's contribution to the national
economy.

H E Masan also reported that
this industry has recently at-
tracted partnerships with foreign
investors from Brazil and China.
This culminated in an agreement
between Vale Oman and China’s
Jinaan Iron and Steel Group to
establish the first iron ore con-
centration plant in Oman, lo-
cated in Sohar Port and Free
Zone. 

This project involves invest-
ments of $624mn and aims 
to produce 12.6mn tonnes of
high-quality iron concentrate
products. It will create both di-
rect and indirect job opportuni-
ties, strengthen supply chains in
the global iron and steel market,
and provide inputs for local in-
dustries.

H E Masan further said that
this partnership between Vale
and Jinaan relies on integrating
industrial and logistical capabil-
ities, contributing to sustainable
growth and enhancing Oman’s
position as a leading player in
the global iron and steel indus-
try.

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia – Saudi
Arabia’s sovereign wealth fund,
known as Public Investment
Fund (PIF), Thursday announced
the signing of five memoran-
dums of understanding (MoUs)
worth up to $51bn with leading
Japanese financial institutions.

These MoUs were signed
with Mizuho Bank, Sumitomo
Mitsui Financial Group, MUFG
Bank, Japan Bank for Interna-
tional Cooperation (JBIC), and
Nippon Export and Investment
Insurance (NEXI).

The MoUs are a key part of
PIF’s strategy to boost financial
collaboration globally, enhancing
cooperation in finance, invest-
ment and sustainable develop-
ment. They cover a variety of
areas, including encouraging
two-way capital flows through
both debt and equity. 

Rasees AlSaud, Head of Finan-
cial Institutions and Investor Re-
lations, said, “The MoUs
demonstrate PIF’s robust and
ever deepening relationships with
leading international financial in-
stitutions. This collaboration un-
derscores PIF's commitment to
foster partnerships.”

The MoUs cover both PIF and
portfolio companies, as well as
Japanese companies and finan-
cial institutions. 

PIF on Thursday concluded
the second edition of the PIF
Asset Management Forum,
which took place on the sidelines
of the Future Investment Initia-
tive 8th Edition (FII8) in Riyadh.
The forum hosted over 300 high-
level representatives of asset
management entities, business
leaders, government figures and
representatives of sovereign
wealth funds. 

The 2024 forum explored the
future of Saudi capital markets,
the role of AI and digital transfor-
mation in the asset management
industry, unlocking and navigat-
ing MENA private markets, and
developing strategies for emerg-
ing asset managers in the Saudi
capital markets.

PIF and FII signed a non-bind-
ing memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) during the
forum, under which the PIF’s
Asset Management Forum will
be introduced as one of the main
pillars of the FII agenda both lo-
cally and internationally.

The MoU also envisages the
promotion of the “Crowdsourced
Innovation”, whereby the PIF’s
Asset Management Forum aims
to actively participate in FII
events and initiatives to access
diverse perspectives and innova-
tive ideas. 

Saudi PIF signs $51bn
MoUs with Japanese
financial institutions

GCC, New Zealand sign
free trade agreement

Chinese firm signs deal to
set up 5GW solar panel
production unit in Suhar

Steel industry contributes 2% to Oman’s GDP

Muscat – S&P Global Ratings on
Friday affirmed its 'AA/A-1+'
long- and short-term foreign and
local currency sovereign credit
ratings on Qatar. The outlook is
stable.

S&P said that the stable out-
look reflects its view that Qatar's
fiscal and external buffers should
continue to benefit from the
country's position as one of the
world's largest exporters of LNG
over the next two years, further
boosted by production increases
through the NFE project over
2026-2030.

‘Our ratings on Qatar remain
supported by its sizable external
and fiscal net asset positions, un-

derpinned by funds accumulated
within the sovereign wealth fund,
the Qatar Investment Authority

(QIA), from past exports of hy-
drocarbons, in particular LNG.
We forecast the government's
liquid assets will average 165%
of GDP over 2024-2027,’ S&P
said.

The agency expects Qatar to
remain one of the largest ex-
porters of LNG globally. ‘The
government plans to increase
Qatar's LNG production capacity
to 126mn tonnes per year by
2027 from 77mn tonnes per year
currently and further to 142mn
tonnes before 2030, an almost
85% increase above the current

capacity.’ 
S&P assumes that Qatar’s ac-

tual LNG production will be
largely flat until 2025 but in-
crease by about 35% from cur-
rent levels by 2027. The strategic
pivot away from Russian gas,
particularly by European
economies, suggests there will
be demand for additional exports
from Qatar.

Despite heightened geopoliti-
cal risks in the Middle East, S&P
anticipates macroeconomic con-
ditions in Qatar will remain
broadly stable. 

S&P affirms Qatar’s rating at AA/A-1+ with stable outlook

Drinda signed the land lease agreement with Sohar Freezone on Thursday FTA aims to facilitate
the entry of goods
and services between
the GCC countries
and New Zealand 
by eliminating 
and reducing 
customs duties

Data from the 2022 industrial 
survey showed that the exports 
of these seven iron and steel 
factories amounted to RO687mn



Doloresz Katanich

Google has been fined in Rus-
sia for removing Russian TV
channels from YouTube. The
size of the penalty, however,
swelled to an unprecedented
level over the past 4 years,
since the court case started in
Russia against the tech giant. 

The violations cost the tech
giant 2 undecillion rubles or
$20 decillion (a 33-digit fig-
ure), according to lawyer Ivan
Morozov, cited by Russian
state news agency TASS. 

To put that into perspec-
tive, global GDP reaches an
estimated $110 thousand bil-
lion (12-digit figure), accord-
ing to the IMF.

Another expert cited by the
Russian news agency, Roman
Yankovsky, from the HSE In-
stitute of Education, told TASS

that Google "clearly will not
pay this penalty, and the Rus-
sian Federation will not be
able to recover this money
from the company." 

Google's holding company,
Alphabet, has a market capi-
talisation of slightly more than
$2tn. Even with earnings of
$80.54bn from the last quar-
ter, the tech giant doesn’t
seem to be able to afford to
pay the fine. 

British tech newspaper The
Register reported that the
amount has been calculated
after a four-year court case
which was triggered by
YouTube having banned the
ultra-nationalist Russian
channel Tsargrad in 2020 in
response to the US sanctions
imposed on its parent com-
pany. 
(Source: Euronews.com)
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Brussels, Belgium – Inflation in
the eurozone accelerated in Oc-
tober, with the consumer price
index reaching 2% year-over-
year, surpassing economist pre-
dictions of 1.9% and marking an
uptick from 1.7% in September,
according to flash estimates by
Eurostat.

The inflationary pressure was
evident across the European Uni-
non's major economies, including
Germany, France, Spain, and
Italy.

Despite hovering at the ECB
targets, the recent uptick in prices
is rekindling questions about how
inflation might impact the Euro-
pean Central Bank's monetary
policies in the coming months. 

In a separate release, the Eu-
rostat also revealed the unem-
ployment rate within the euro
area held at a record-low level of
6.3% in October.   

The main contributors to the

inflation increase in October
were services and food, with en-
ergy remaining in deflationary
territory. Services registered the
highest annual rate within the eu-
rozone, at 3.9%, matching
September's level. Food, alcohol,
and tobacco prices also saw a no-
table increase, rising by 2.9%
from 2.4% in the prior month.
Non-energy industrial goods

prices grew modestly by 0.5%,
while energy prices declined by
4.6%, though this marked a
slightly less severe drop than
September's -6.1%.

Core inflation, which excludes
the volatile food and energy sec-
tors, held at 2.7% year-over-year,
marginally above economists' ex-
pectations of 2.6%. The monthly
consumer basket inflation rate for
October accelerated by 0.3%,
marking the fastest increase
since April.

In Germany, the annual infla-
tion rate reached 2% in October,
up from September's three-and-
a-half-year low of 1.6% and sur-
passing forecasts of 1.8%. This
increase was primarily driven by
a rise in service prices, which ac-
celerated to 4% from 3.8%, and
food prices, which rose to 2.3%
from 1.6%. 

Goods prices in Germany saw
a recovery, moving from -0.3% to

0.4%, while energy prices de-
clined by 5.5%, a milder drop
than the 7.6% decrease recorded
in September. France also saw a
modest inflation increase, with
the annual rate edging up to 1.2%
from September's 1.1%, which
had been the lowest since March
2021. 

In Italy, the harmonised infla-
tion rate accelerated by 0.3%
month-over-month, reaching an
annual rate of 1% in October, up
from the previous 0.7%.

Elsewhere in the eurozone, the
most significant monthly inflation
gains were recorded in Croatia,
Finland, and Estonia, each up
0.8%, followed closely by Bel-
gium (+0.7%), Slovakia (+0.7%),
and the Netherlands (+0.6%).
Annually, high inflation rates were
observed in Belgium (+4.7%), Es-
tonia (+4.5%), Croatia (+3.5%),
and Slovakia (+3.5%).
(Source: Euronews.com)

Tokyo, Japan – Bank of Japan
Governor Kazuo Ueda said the
country faces smaller risks from
the US and other overseas
economies, signaling that the
central bank is closer to an addi-
tional interest rate hike, possibly
in the coming months.

The BOJ kept its policy rate
unchanged at around 0.25%, as
widely expected at the end of a
two-day meeting earlier in the
day, amid political uncertainty
following the loss by the
Japanese ruling parties of their
majority in the recent general
election and ahead of the US
presidential election next week.

However, Ueda suggested at a
post-meeting press conference
that the BOJ is gradually getting
ready for further rate hikes, say-
ing he is less concerned about the
US economy, citing its robust
employment and other economic
indicators.

"The degree of risk (from
overseas economies) is shrinking
little by little," Ueda said. "The fog
is being cleared."

Ueda, who last month under-
scored the bank had "more time"
to assess if another rate increase
was necessary, told the news
conference that he will no longer
use that expression, adding the
BOJ will raise rates further if the
Japanese economy and prices
move in line with its expectations.

Following his remarks, the yen
strengthened by about 1 yen to
the 151 range against the US dol-
lar. Still, some analysts pointed
out that Ueda's comments do not
necessarily mean the BOJ will
raise borrowing costs right away.

"Financial markets remain un-
stable, and there is uncertainty

over wage talks next year," said
Shinichiro Kobayashi, an
economist at Mitsubishi UFJ Re-
search and Consulting, who ex-
pects the next rate increase in
March when the results of the
spring wage negotiations be-
come clear.

"I think Mr. Ueda's hawkish
comments reflected the BOJ try-
ing to prevent further deprecia-
tion of the yen," he said.

The yen's continued weak-
ness, due largely to interest rate
differentials between Japan and
the United States, has been push-
ing up import costs, dealing a fi-
nancial blow to Japanese
households. Kyohei Morita, chief
economist at Nomura Securities
Co., said, "We should just take
Mr. Ueda's remarks as meaning
the bank will make policy deci-
sions based on economic funda-
mentals in Japan going forward
rather than on overseas factors."

Morita expects the BOJ to
raise interest rates in December.

Ueda said the bank has no
fixed schedule for rate increases,
noting it will make decisions
based on data available when it
holds a policy meeting.
Kyodo News 

Washington, US – The US Com-
modity Futures Trading Com-
mission (CFTC) warned users of
messaging apps to be aware of
schemes that aim to defraud
them of assets, specifically
crypto assets.

"Fraudsters are exploiting the
default settings of commonly
used messaging apps, telephone
networks, and mobile devices to
lure users into crypto pump-and-
dump schemes and other
scams," it said Thursday in a
statement.

The CFTC also informed users
of the default settings of What-
sApp, Telegram, and other pop-

ular messaging apps, which
allow scammers to add random
or targeted phone numbers to
group chats that are used for
fraudulent activity.

"People who use these apps
may not be familiar with the risks
and frauds commonly associated
with crypto assets," said Melanie
Devoe, director of the CFTC’s
Office of Customer Education
and Outreach. "Receiving a
group message promising 300%
or 1,000% returns with zero risk
or getting in on a supposed
crypto opportunity, can be entic-
ing, but it is best to not engage."
Anadolu Agency

Japan signals
more interest
rate hikes

US agency warns consumers
about dangers of messaging apps

Inflation rises across EU economies

Inflationary pressure
in October was 
evident across 
Europe’s major
economies, 
including Germany,
France, Spain, 
and Italy

Russia fines Google more
than world’s total GDP

Bank of Japan Governor 

Kazuo Ueda 
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All-new Lexus UX Hybrid
combines style and safety
Introducing the all-new Lexus UX
300h with hybrid capabilities -
Level up the bespoke experience
with its 2ltr four-cylinder gas en-
gine and the high-torque electric
motor.
Meticulously engineered to de-
liver an exhilarating response,
the hybrid dual motor powertrain
creates an immersive driving ex-
perience, a press release said.
The UX300h is perfect for those
seeking comfort without com-
promising on quality, style and
comfort. Stand out among the
crowd and make a statement in
the bold and daring UXh suited
to match your corporate lifestyle.
The UXH is a crossover made to
live the perfect city life. Designed
with Lexus’ vision of sustainabil-
ity, it provides excellent fuel effi-
ciency, increased mileage and
reduced carbon emissions in the
environment.
The new UXH is an absolute de-
light to look at, the ravishing
daunting exterior speaks vol-
umes about Lexus’ brand philos-
ophy of providing a premium
experience. Stepping inside – the
luxurious and spacious interiors
are a take on contemporary lux-
ury, merging traditional Japanese
aesthetics. 
The spacious driver’s cockpit is
augmented with high-tech fea-
tures and safety features that
spell sophistication. Carefully
crafted into the interiors, the

Lexus Interface lets you person-
alize your multimedia experi-
ence; featuring a 12.3-inch
high-resolution touchscreen dis-
play, hands-free access to ad-
vanced features, including
wireless Apple CarPlay  and An-
droid Auto compatibility provide
seamless connectivity through-
out your drive.

Lexus leaves no page unturned
for passenger safety, fitted with
the best-in-class Lexus Safety
System+ 3.0, a suite of standard
advanced safety equipment and
convenience features, it brings
countless benefits. The built-in
Pre-Collision System with Bicy-
cle and Pedestrian
Detection  alerts about potential

collisions and automatically
brakes whereas the Full-Speed
Range Dynamic Radar Cruise
Control  helps maintain distance
from the vehicle ahead.
The Lane Departure Alert with
Steering Assist  issues warnings
on risky lane changes and makes
minor steering adjustments to
help keep the car in the lane.

Moreover, the Lane Tracing As-
sist centres the vehicle within its
lane while Dynamic Radar Cruise
Control is active. Another note-
worthy feature includes Road
Sign Assist, which recognizes
certain road signs and displays
such as speed bumps or pedes-
trian crossings to alert the driver
of potential dangers.

The Zubair Corporation hosts 3rd Human Resources Forum
The Zubair Corporation an-
nounced the successful conclu-
sion of the 3rd HR Forum of
2024, a dynamic event that high-
lighted key aspects of human
resources management, contin-
uous learning and team collabo-
ration. 

The forum gathered HR pro-
fessionals and leaders from
across the Corporation to en-

gage in insightful discussions,
share best practices, and cele-
brate achievements in the HR
field, a press release said.

Sharifa al Balushi, Group Head
of the Human Capital Centre of
Excellence, inaugurated the
forum with an inspiring speech,
emphasising the Corporation's
commitment to fostering a cul-
ture of continuous learning and

development. This commitment
is part of the broader goal of cul-
tivating a thriving workplace cul-
ture that encourages growth,
innovation, and collaboration.

One of the key highlights of
the forum was the introduction
of the  Continuous Learning Pol-
icy, designed to ensure that em-
ployees are provided with
opportunities for ongoing profes-

sional development. This policy
underscores The Zubair Corpo-
ration’s belief in equipping its
workforce with the skills and
knowledge necessary to remain
agile and competitive in today’s
evolving business landscape.

The event also incorp-
orated  team-building activities
amongst 37 participants, foster-
ing stronger collaboration be-

tween HR teams across the Cor-
poration. These activities were
designed to ensure that HR lead-
ers feel fully supported in their
operations, with a focus on un-
derstanding challenges, offering
guidance, and simplifying HR
processes to enhance efficiency.

Sharifa al Balushi expressed
her excitement for the future,
stating,

"We are committed to nurtur-
ing a culture of excellence and in-
novation within The Zubair
Corporation. This forum provides
an invaluable platform for our HR
professionals to share knowledge,
explore new strategies, and
strengthen our collective capabil-
ities. Through continuous learning,
and other collaborative efforts, we
are shaping the future of work.”

In line with its endeavours to
promote a sound savings
culture among the youth
whilst adhering to Islamic
Sharia principles, Ahli Is-
lamic, Ahlibank’s Islamic
banking window, an-
nounced the launch of its
new youth segment ‘Al
Masar’ which targets cus-
tomers in the age group of
18 to 25 years.

Al Masar is designed to
bring a host of benefits to its
young clientele, thus en-
hancing their experiences,
while also meeting their
daily needs and require-
ments, a press release said.

Al Masar account will aid
young customers in manag-
ing their budgets, as cus-
tomers are provided with a
uniquely designed debit
card. Customers should be
pleased to note there are no
minimum balance charges,
and ATM withdrawal fees
have been waived. More-
over, the Al Masar Savings
account earns a profit rate
of up to 1% (based on the
tier). Additionally, youth
who are employed can at-
tain credit cards, with pref-
erential financing rates
made available.

Upon opening the Al
Masar account, youth cus-
tomers are provided RO5
worth of Pearl Points. Fur-
thermore, should customers
transfer their salary to Ahli
Islamic, they will gain an ad-
ditional RO10 worth of Pearl
Points. Complementing the
youth lifestyles, certain dis-
counts and offers can be ex-
clusively arranged with
merchants for youth ac-
count holders. These bene-
fits have been designed to
meet young customers’ ex-
pectations and support
them on their journey.

ahli islamic
launches new
youth account

Omantel offers
new enhanced
Internet packages
Omantel has announced en-
hanced Internet packages with
faster speeds for all non-govern-
mental organisations (NGOs),
non-profit organisations, and
recognised voluntary institutions
in the Sultanate of Oman.

The most outstanding feature
of the new plan for NGOs is
faster download speeds of 100
Mbps, a press release said. 

Omantel emphasises the
company's commitment to com-
munity support through a variety
of Corporate Social Responsibil-
ity (CSR) activities. Recognising
the crucial role that NGOs play in
community activities, Omantel
offers them significantly faster
speeds. The company acknowl-
edges their exceptional work and
is dedicated to facilitating their
efforts with improved connectiv-
ity and higher speeds.

The 100 Mbps unlimited in-

ternet package offers NGOs a
suite of value-added benefits, in-
cluding domain name registra-
tion, web hosting, marketing
SMS, and Mobile PBX, all for just
RO30 per month.

Omantel's innovative ap-
proach has contributed to pro-
viding state-of-the-art solutions
that meet the needs of individu-
als, institutions, and government
entities alike. Omantel also sup-
ports the goals of Oman Vision
2040 by investing in emerging
technologies and providing the
latest solutions in the fields of
ICT, such as cloud, ICT solutions,
artificial intelligence, smart solu-
tions, cybersecurity, and much
more. Omantel is also leveraging
all its technical capabilities and
partnerships to foster innovation
and leadership in new and ad-
vanced technologies in the Sul-
tanate of Oman.

Al Injaz School holds breast cancer awareness event
Al Injaz International Private
School proudly hosted a signifi-
cant breast cancer awareness
event aimed at educating stu-
dents from grade 7
onwards,  parents, and staff
about the importance of health
screenings and health.

The event featured esteemed
speakers from Sultan Qaboos
University, Dr Adil al Ajmi, Dr
Zaid al Ishaq, Dr Amal al Fahdi
and Dr Ilse Crous who shared
their expertise and insights on
these critical health topics.

The informative session em-
phasised the vital role of early
detection of breast cancer and
the importance of regular health
screenings.

Additionally, the doctors high-
lighted the connection between
heart health and overall well-

being, encouraging students to
adopt healthy lifestyle choices.

This initiative reflects Al Injaz
International Private School's

commitment to fostering health
awareness and empowering the

next generation with knowledge
that can lead to healthier futures.
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The Indian School Talent Fest
(ISTF) 2024, hosted by the In-
dian School Al Wadi Al Kabir
(ISWK) under the aegis of the
Board of Directors, Indian
Schools in Oman, concluded tri-
umphantly, showcasing the
artistic and intellectual prowess

of students from 22 Indian
schools across Oman.

This prestigious event un-
folded across multiple venues,
including the Primary School,
Senior School, Cambridge
School, and Majan Heights, cre-
ating an inclusive platform for

participants from the Founda-
tion, Preparatory, Middle and
Secondary Stages. In total, 39
competitive and 2 non-compet-
itive events were organised, cel-
ebrating a rich tapestry of
talent, a press release said.

The ISTF 2024 commenced

on October 28 at the Multipur-
pose Hall of ISWK Senior
School, highlighting the theme
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam —
One World, One Family. The
ceremony was graced by Dr Ka-
baly P Subramanian, acting
dean of the Faculty of Business

Studies at Arab Open Univer-
sity, Oman, as chief guest,
alongside Pardeep Kumar, First
Secretary of Education and
Head of Chancery at the Em-
bassy of India in Muscat and
Syed Salman, VC- Board of Di-
rectors as guests of honour.

Indian School Talent Fest at ISWK celebrates cultural pride  

Oman Air awarded by APEX World Class
Oman Air has earned two of the
industry’s most coveted awards,
becoming one of only 10 airlines
in the world to be awarded the
prestigious APEX World Class
by Yates+ award, and the first to
gain the APEX World Class by
Yates+ status for its Business
Class Lounge at Muscat Interna-
tional Airport. The awards were
announced yesterday at the
APEX/IFSA Awards Ceremony
in Long Beach, California, USA.

APEX World Class by Yates+,
a collaboration between Yates+,
a guest experience transforma-
tion consultancy, and the Airline
Passenger Experience Associa-
tion (APEX), represents the
highest level of achievement for
an airline today and the most ex-
tensive industry validation of an
airline’s comprehensive guest
experience. To be awarded
APEX World Class by YATES+,
airlines must qualify through an
audit across seventeen dimen-
sions important to travellers
today, a press release said. 

Audits are conducted by in-
dustry professionals from Yates+
and each audit is peer reviewed
and validated by Associate Pro-
fessor Dr Maxwell Winchester of
Victoria University and Copen-
hagen Business School, an expert
in qualitative and quantitative
customer research methodology,
then further scrutinised by the
governing board.

Con Korfiatis, CEO of Oman
Air, said, “These awards are a

testament to Oman Air’s unwa-
vering commitment to delivering
an exceptional guest experience
and we are deeply honoured to
receive them. Attaining World
Class status reaffirms Oman
Air’s position as a global leader,
embodying the very best of
Omani culture and hospitality
and proudly sharing it with
guests around the world. I would

like to thank our dedicated staff
both in the air and on the ground,
who work so hard to provide
every single guest with an out-
standing travel experience from
check-in to arrival and beyond.”

Dr Joe Leader, CEO of APEX
Group, said, “Oman Air, a rising
star in Middle Eastern aviation,
has ascended to APEX World
Class status, positioning itself

among the industry’s elite. Rated
highly by passengers on TripIt,
Oman Air impresses with its
award-winning seat comfort, re-
markable service, and the seam-
less fusion of luxury and
authentic Omani heritage. With
its focus on punctuality and inno-
vation, Oman Air continues to el-
evate the passenger experience
to new heights. Oman Air fully

exudes the highest standards of
APEX World Class by Yates+.”

Constantly looking for ways to
enhance customer engagement,
loyalty and satisfaction, Oman
Air has recently undertaken a
number of service upgrades both
on-board and in its lounge.
Guests can enjoy expertly cu-
rated menus, including the new
‘Roqaa Omania’, which show-

cases ingredients and flavours
that represent traditional Omani
cuisine and is available in Busi-
ness Studio and Business Class
on selected routes. With a style
of hospitality that is distinctly
Omani and a crew renowned for
their exceptional service, the air-
line offers a truly unique World
Class experience on ground and
in the cabin. 

Bank Muscat takes part in Oman Science
Affirming its pivotal contribu-
tions to events that target vari-
ous fields such as creativity,
innovation, and community ser-
vice, Bank Muscat announced its
participation in the 4th edition of
the Oman Science Festival 2024,
which will take place at the
Oman Convention and Exhibition
Centre from 4-11 November.

This edition is themed ‘Our
Sustainable Resources’ and it
aims to illuminate diverse areas
of creativity, science, and knowl-
edge, serving as a foundation for
building a sustainable knowledge
society. Bank Muscat’s participa-
tion in this festival reflects the
importance of the fields of sci-
ence which will be focused on
throughout the event period and
reaffirms the Bank’s pioneering
role in sustainability, corporate
social responsibility, and com-
munity service, a press release

said. 
During the festival, the bank

will have a dedicated booth
where a variety of educational
activities and competitions will
be organised around the subject
of financial literacy and its impor-
tance for different segments of

society. These knowledge-fo-
cused activities will play a pivotal
role in enhancing public financial
awareness and financial man-
agement skills of the target seg-
ments, thus, contributing to the
sustainable development of the
sultanate. 

The dedicated booth is de-
signed as a small educating city
named ‘Maliyat Academy’ and it
comprises engaging activities
targeting different age groups.
All visitors may take part in the
variety the learning and engaging
competitions and activities, aim-

ing to provide them with a useful
experience and encourage them
to enhance their awareness
about financial literacy. 

Financial awareness is very
important among individuals in
the society, as it allows them to
gain the confidence, skills, and
knowledge needed to take
proper financial decisions in mul-
tiple areas in life. Considering the
present economic changes, gain-
ing financial awareness consti-
tutes an important practice as it
helps individuals and families
enjoy financially stable and de-
cent lives and represents a cru-
cial pillar for futuristic economic
growth both for Omanis and
non-Omanis.

Hence, it critical that all indi-
viduals be financially aware and
knowledgeable in order for them
to be able to set proper financial
plans for their future.

Oman Olympic Committee participates in ANOC assembly in Portugal
Oman Olympic Committee
(OOC) participated in the 27th
General Assembly of the Associ-
ation of National Olympic Com-
mittees (ANOC) held in Portugal
from October 29 to November 1.

The meeting was attended by
representatives of more than
200 National Olympic Commit-
tees in the Portuguese city of
Cascais, as well as Dr Thomas
Bach, President of International
Olympic Committee, and repre-
sentatives of International
Olympic Committee, interna-
tional and continental federa-
tions, and organizing committees

for the upcoming Olympic sports
tournaments. Khalid Mo-
hammed Al Zubair, OOC Chair-
man, headed OOC delegation,
accompanied by Taha Suleiman
Al Kashri, OOC Secretary Gen-
eral, a press release said.

During the meeting, a number
of deceased sports leaders who
influenced the Olympic move-
ment were honoured, and Dr
Thomas Bach, president of the
International Olympic Commit-
tee, delivered an opening speech
to representatives of the various
National Olympic Committees.

The meeting witnessed a re-

view of a number of priority top-
ics during the next stage, includ-
ing the approval of the minutes
of the 26th meeting of ANOC,
which was held in South Korea in
2022. Several reports were also
reviewed, represented by the re-
port of the President ANOC and
the Secretary-General, who re-
viewed the latest developments
related to ANOC, the report of
ANOC Beach Games of for 2023
and the report submitted by the
Indonesian Olympic Committee,
the decisions of the Executive
Office of ANOC General Assem-
bly, in addition to a visual report

from the continental sports fed-
erations, the final report of the
Organising Committee for the
Paris 2024 Summer Olympic
Games, and the report of the Or-
ganising Committee for the
XXXIV Olympic Games (Los An-
geles 2028). 

The report of the World Anti-
Doping Agency, the report of the
International Arbitration Agency,
the report of the ANOC TV Dig-
ital Acceleration Program,
ANOC strategic plan, the report
of the International Federation of
World Games, and reports from
the organising committees.

Mercedes-Benz
launches National
Day service offer
In celebration of Oman's 54th
National Day, Mercedes-Benz
Oman launches a limited-time
service package to provide pre-
mium care for Mercedes-Benz
vehicles. From November 10 to
23, customers can visit Mer-
cedes-Benz Service Centres in
Muscat, Sohar, or Salalah to take
advantage of this limited-time
package at a fixed price of RO54. 

Available for all Mercedes-
Benz models registered before
January 1, 2021, this package
provides comprehensive ser-
vices to keep cars in top condi-
tion. It includes a diagnostic
computer test, an engine oil and
filter change, brake fluid replace-

ment, windscreen washer con-
centrate renewal and top-up,
coolant fluid level check and top-
up, and a vehicle wash, vacuum,
and tire dressing—all designed to
ensure a seamless driving expe-
rience for Mercedes-Benz own-
ers, a press release said.

“At Mercedes-Benz Oman,
our commitment is to deliver un-
paralleled standards of service
and care,” said Shaun Michael,
CEO. “With this exclusive pack-
age, we aim to ensure our valued
customers experience unmat-
ched vehicle performance and
safety, celebrating National Day
with peace of mind that their
Mercedes is in best condition.”

These awards are 
a testament to 
Oman Air’s 
unwavering 
commitment to 
delivering 
exceptional guest 
experiences
CON KORFIATIS
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Washington, D.C., US - New
voter turnout is surging in early
voting for the 2024 US presiden-
tial election, with trends among
Democratic women in Pennsyl-
vania and Republican men in
Arizona suggesting these fresh
participants could play a critical
role in key swing states, accord-
ing to press reports on Friday. 

With nearly 60mn ballots al-
ready cast, early voting data pro-
vides insight into the dynamics
of this year’s presidential race.

An NBC News Decision Desk
analysis shows a substantial in-
flux of new voters - those who

did not participate in the 2020
election - turning out in signifi-
cant numbers in crucial battle-
ground states.    

Pennsylvania and Arizona
The impact of new voters is

particularly evident in Pennsyl-
vania, where over 100,000 bal-
lots have already been cast. This
number surpasses Biden’s 2020
margin over Trump in the state,
highlighting the potential influ-
ence of these new participants.

Most strikingly, Democratic
women are leading the way
among Pennsylvania’s new vot-
ers, nearly doubling the number

of new female Republicans. This
strong presence could shift the
balance in a state widely seen as
essential for both campaigns.   

In Arizona, however, the
pattern reverses. Male Repub-
lican new voters dominate the
early voting landscape, indicat-

ing robust Republican engage-
ment in the state. Additionally,
new Republican female voters
slightly outnumber new Demo-
cratic female voters, which
suggests  an early turnout ad-
vantage for Republicans. 

Arizona’s 2020 election
margin was notably slim - just
over 10,000 votes - meaning
this rise in Republican-leaning
new voters could have a signifi-
cant impact.

Adding complexity, a sizable
portion of new voters in both
Pennsylvania and Arizona have
chosen not to affiliate with any

party. These unaffiliated voters
could either strengthen or un-
dermine the apparent party ad-
vantages in early turnout,
making their leanings a crucial
unknown in the race.    

In other swing states like
Michigan and Wisconsin, vary-
ing trends are emerging.

While these states do not
record party affiliation, early es-
timates suggest that new
Democratic female voters may
outnumber their Republican
counterparts, while new Repub-
lican men outpace Democratic
men. 

However, without hard data
on party affiliation, these projec-
tions remain less certain, allow-
ing room for variability in the
final outcomes.    

North Carolina and Nevada
present a different scenario,
with independent voters making
up the largest portion of new
voters. 

This widespread indepen-
dence adds further uncertainty,
as the choices of these unaffili-
ated voters could ultimately tip
the scales in these and other
swing states. 
Anadolu Agency

Early voting surge by new voters could sway key US swing states

Victims of former East Germany’s dictatorship hope for compensation
Berlin, Germany - Ikea and Ger-
many’s Bundestag parliament an-
nounced on Tuesday that the
Swedish furniture colossus would
contribute 6mn (roughly
US$6.5mn) to a new German
government fund designed to
compensate victims of the former
East German dictatorship.

Thousands of people were
subjected to forced labour for
Western companies while im-
prisoned in the former commu-
nist East Germany under a
system that operated almost
right up to reunification in 1990.
Many had been waiting for the
German division of Ikea to make
good on its 2012 promise to do-
nate compensation for former
prisoners.

Ikea’s initial promise came
after a report on the exploitation
of prisoners in the former Ger-
man Democratic Republic (GDR),
published in 2012. According to
the report, West German compa-
nies were also involved in the
GDR’s system of compulsory
labour, including the mail-order
companies Otto and Quelle, and
low-cost supermarket chain Aldi.

Evelyn Zupke, federal commis-
sioner for victims of the Socialist
Unity Party of Germany (SED)
dictatorship - which founded and
ruled the former communist East
Germany - said Ikea’s commit-
ment to compensation is ground-
breaking. Ikea’s decision to face
up to its responsibility for its role
deserves respect, Zupke told DW.

“This path also very impres-
sively shows how we can still help

those who suffered under the dic-
tatorship, even today,” she said.

Ikea’s payment would go into
Germany’s federal ‘hardship

fund’, which the Bundestag, the
lower house of parliament, is ex-
pected to approve by the end of
the year. Until recently, compen-
sation funds for victims of the
GDR have only existed in the
states that make up the former
GDR, and pay out several hun-
dred euros per month to resident
victims. Those who moved to
Germany’s western states have
not been eligible for compensa-
tion. But that’s now set to change.

The ‘SED victim’s pension’,
currently 330 (about US$360)
per month, is paid out to people
who were deprived of their liberty
for at least 90 days between
1945 and 1990 in the GDR in vio-
lation of the rule of law, and
whose economic situation is par-

ticularly impaired today.
Zupke calculated that Ikea’s

pledge of millions of euros could
provide financial support to
around 2,000 victims, and she
hopes German companies will
now also step up and participate
in the fund. 

“In concrete terms, I would like
companies like Aldi and Otto to
finally look into this issue in more
depth,” she said.

These companies have so far
refused to compensate former
forced labourers. In April, Berlin’s
Humboldt University published a
study documenting numerous in-
criminating cases - though the re-
port has so far resulted in no
consequences.
DW

Abuja, Nigeria - At least 76 peo-
ple in Nigeria, many of them mi-
nors, were brought before a court
for an initial hearing on charges
related to their alleged participa-
tion in protests in August, court
documents showed on Friday.

The charge sheet showed at
least 29 children, aged between
14 to 17, were among those
brought to a court in the capital
Abuja.

The arraignment sparked an
outcry in the country, with politi-
cians like Rabiu Musa
Kwankwaso slamming the gov-
ernment.“These children, who
are obviously malnourished and
need medical attention have
been subjected to a cruel experi-
ence when they should be in
school,” Kwankwaso, the former
defence minister and former gov-
ernor of the country’s northern
Kano state, wrote on X.

“The arraignment of such (a)
number of minors in their states
is highly unusual and negates
every tenet of the protection of
human rights and dignity,” he
added.

Four of the arraigned minors
collapsed in court due to exhaus-
tion before they could enter a
plea in the courtroom. 

The defendants were charged
with offenses including treason,
destruction of property, public
disturbance and mutiny, accord-
ing to the charge sheet.

The charge sheet said the sus-
pects had been investigated be-
tween July and August.

A rights group told the
Reuters news agency that the
minors have been held since Au-
gust by the Nigerian police.

The minors were eventually
granted bail and a trial date has
been set in January, their lawyers
Reuters. If found guilty, they
could face the death sentence.

Akintayo Balogun, a private
lawyer based in Abuja, said the
Child Rights Act does not allow
any child to be subject to criminal
proceedings and sentenced to
death. Security forces accused of
using excessive force during
protests

Nigerian police said at least
seven people died after protests
against hunger and soaring
prices turned violent in some
places.

Amnesty International’s Nige-
ria office said at least 20 people
were killed in clashes with the
police. 

Nigerian security forces have
been accused of using excessive
force during the protests.

Thousands of people poured
onto the streets of major cities
like Lagos and other big hubs in
northern states to protest against
the West African nation’s worst
cost-of-living crisis in a genera-
tion.
DW

Nigeria: Anger as
minors appear in
court over protest

US election: Muslim vote split
between Jill Stein and Harris
Houston, US - The US Muslim
vote could play a major factor in
the 2024 presidential election,
according to a poll released by
the Council on American-Islamic
Relations (CAIR), the nation’s
largest Muslim civil rights and ad-
vocacy organisation. 

Topping the list of candidates
in the new CAIR poll is not Vice
President Kamala Harris, the
Democratic nominee, or former
President Donald Trump, the Re-
publican contender. Rather,
Green Party nominee Jill Stein has
garnered a majority of the Mus-
lim vote.

Stein leads with 42% of the
Muslim vote versus Harris at 41%
and Trump at 10%. With a mar-
gin of error of +/- 2.5 percentage
points, however, that puts Stein in
a dead heat with Harris, just as
the two were in CAIR’s August
survey when Harris had a slight
lead with 29.4% of the Muslim
vote to Stein’s 29.1%. Support for
Trump dropped slightly from Au-
gust, where the former president
totalled 11.2%.

The increase in numbers for
Harris and Stein in the October
poll could be that 16.5% of Mus-
lim voters were undecided during
the August poll versus just 0.9%
in the current one, which was
taken October 30-31, with results
tallied from 1,449 verified Muslim
voters. 

“Since CAIR’s last poll in late
August, both Dr Jill Stein and Vice
President Harris have consoli-
dated support among American
Muslim voters and remain nearly
tied at 42 per cent and 41 per
cent while former president Don-
ald Trump’s support remains
static (at) 10 per cent,” CAIR
Government Affairs Director
Robert S McCaw said in a state-
ment.

“The significant drop in sup-
port for major presidential candi-
dates compared to 2020 and

2016 is almost certainly a result
of community concerns regard-
ing the genocide in Gaza,” he said.
“We encourage all presidential
candidates to address the con-
cerns of Muslim voters in these
final days of the campaign, and
we encourage all American Mus-
lim voters to turn out regardless
of who they support.”

       Stein has voiced her position
on the war in the Gaza Strip very
clearly to the Muslim community
by opposing the genocide of
Palestinians by Israeli strikes
which have killed more than
43,000 since the onslaught

erupted October 7, 2023. 
In an October interview with

Anadolu, the CEO of CAIR’s
chapter in the US state of Califor-
nia, Hussam Ayloush, said Trump
is seen as being ‘pro-Israel’ with
clear ‘anti-immigrant and anti-
Muslim policies’, whereas Harris
is looked at as the candidate sit-
ting on the fence by ‘sympathis-
ing with Palestinians’ yet
‘remaining silent’ on condemning
Israel for its attacks against Gaza.

There are between 2.5mn to
3.5mn Muslims in the US and
many of those registered voters
live in the key swing states of Ari-

zona, Georgia, Michigan, Nevada,
North Carolina, Pennsylvania and
Wisconsin. Those voters could
determine the outcome of the
election. “We do believe that
those Muslim voters who reside
in the swing states will have a
major role in determining the
election,” said Ayloush.

Michigan is arguably the most
important swing state for the
candidates when it comes to
Muslim voters, as it has one of
the largest Muslim populations in
the US with the majority, nearly
200,000, concentrated in the
Detroit suburb of Livonia. So, it is
no surprise that the candidates,
especially Trump and Harris, are
stumping hard in Michigan in the
days leading up to the November
5 election.

On Friday, Trump made cam-
paign stops in two other Detroit
suburbs, Warren and Dearborn,
which is the largest Arab-major-
ity city in the US with nearly half

of the 110,000 residents there
being Arab American. He urged
all of his supporters to head to the
polls.

“In-person voting in Michigan
ends on Sunday, and if you’re not
gonna make that, you gotta get
there on Tuesday,” said Trump,
who plans to hold his final rally in
Grand Rapids, about 150 miles
(241km) west of Detroit. Trump
held his final rally in that city
when he won the White House in
2016, beating Hillary Clinton by
just under 11,000 votes. He then
lost to President Joe Biden in
Michigan during the 2020 elec-
tion by nearly 155,000 votes.

Harris also has campaign ral-
lies in Michigan on Sunday in De-
troit, Pontiac and East Lansing to
try and shore up a victory in that
state to mirror Biden’s in 2020.

It will be the 16th time the vice
president has visited the state
this year.
Anadolu Agency

Vice President Kamala Harris and Green Party nominee Jill Stein 

East German labourers, such as the women seen here in this 1990 photo taken at the prison in Hoheneck,

produced items for major companies, including some in the West

Cost-of-living crisis fuelled major protests in Africa’s most populous country

Stein leads with 42% of the vote versus Harris at 41% and Trump at 10%

Stein has voiced her position on the war
in the Gaza Strip very clearly to the
Muslim community by opposing the
genocide of Palestinians by Israeli
strikes which have killed more than
43,000 since October 7, 2023
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Israeli military offensive hinders
polio vaccination campaign in Gaza
Gaza City, Palestine - The
emergency polio vaccination
campaign in Gaza entered its
second phase on Saturday,
though areas in northern Gaza,
experiencing ongoing Israeli
military offensives and a hu-
manitarian crisis, were ex-
cluded from the campaign. 

A Gaza-based doctor in-
volved in the vaccination cam-
paign told Anadolu that the
initial phase began two months
ago, with plans to launch the
second phase four weeks later in
both northern Gaza and Gaza
City. However, offensives in the
north delayed the rollout, lead-
ing to a partial implementation.

In a statement, Palestinian
Health Minister Majed Abu Ra-
madan confirmed on Thursday
that northern Gaza could not
proceed with the second phase
due to the ongoing hostilities,
and plans for the next round of
vaccinations in the north remain
postponed.

On October 27, UN Secre-
tary-General Antonio Guterres
warned that deferring the cam-
paign in northern Gaza endan-

gered the lives of thousands of
children.

According to WHO, children
in Gaza require two oral doses of
the polio vaccine. The initial
phase concluded in mid-
September, successfully vacci-
nating over 560,000 children.

Meanwhile, at least 25 Pales-

tinians were killed and several
others injured in Israeli attacks
targeting northern and central
Gaza Strip early on Saturday. 

A medical source at the Al-
Shifa Hospital told Anadolu that
the hospital received the bodies
of 10 Palestinians and several in-
jured individuals after Israeli

forces targeted homes in Nu-
seirat Camp.

At least 12 Palestinians were
killed and several others injured
due to Israeli shelling that struck
the Tal al-Dhahab area in Beit
Lahia, northern Gaza, according
to medical sources.

Three Palestinians were killed
and several others were injured
when Israeli forces shelled the
Saftawi neighbourhood in north-
ern Gaza City, medical sources
told Anadolu.

At least 55 more Palestinians
were killed in Israeli attacks in
the Gaza Strip, bringing the
overall death toll since last year
to 43,314, the Health Ministry in
the enclave said on Saturday. 

A ministry statement added
that some 102,019 others were
injured in the ongoing assault.

“Israeli forces killed 55 people
and injured 192 others in seven
massacres of families in the last
24 hours,” the ministry said.

“Many people are still
trapped under the rubble and on
the roads as rescuers are unable
to reach them,” it added.
Anadolu Agency

US to deploy military assets to Mideast

Washington, D.C., US - US Sec-
retary of Defence Lloyd Austin
ordered the deployment of addi-
tional military assets to the Mid-
dle East, the Pentagon said on
Friday.

“In keeping with our commit-
ments to the protection of US cit-
izens and forces in the Middle
East, the defence of Israel, and
de-escalation through deterrence
and diplomacy, the Secretary of
Defence ordered the deployment
of additional ballistic missile de-
fence destroyers, fighter
squadron and tanker aircraft, and
several US Air Force B-52 long-
range strike bombers to the re-
gion,” spokesman Pat Ryder said
in a statement.

The forces will begin to arrive
in the coming months as the USS
Abraham Lincoln Carrier Strike
Group prepares to depart, he

added.
The statement came amid

media reports that claim Iran is
preparing to strike Israel from

Iraqi territory in the coming days,
possibly before the US presiden-
tial election on November 5.

“These deployments build on

the recent decision to deploy the
Terminal High Altitude Area De-
fence (THAAD) missile defence
system to Israel as well as DoD’s
sustained Amphibious Ready
Group Marine Expeditionary Unit
(ARG/MEU) posture in the East-
ern Mediterranean,” said Ryder.

The US will take ‘every mea-
sure necessary’ to defend its peo-
ple if ‘Iran, its partners, or its

proxies use this moment to target
American personnel or interests
in the region’, he said.

Israeli carried out a strike last
week against Iranian assets, re-
portedly targeting missile pro-
duction facilities and air defence
systems, in response to Tehran’s
missile attacks on October 1.

Regional tensions have esca-
lated due to Israel’s brutal offen-

sive on the Gaza Strip, which has
killed more than 43,200 people,
mostly women and children, fol-
lowing a cross-border incursion
by the Palestinian group, Hamas,
last October. As the conflict
spread to Lebanon with Israel
launching deadly strikes across
the country, more than 2,900
people have been killed and over
13,000 injured in Israeli attacks

since last year, according to
Lebanese authorities.

Khamenei 
warns US, Israel
Meanwhile, Iran’s supreme
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei on
Saturday issued a stern warning
to both the US and Israel, pledg-
ing a ‘crushing response’ for ac-
tions against his country. 

“The enemies - whether the
Zionist entity or the United States
- should know that they will cer-
tainly face a crushing response
for their actions against Iran, its
people, and the resistance front,”
Khamenei said in a speech in the
capital Tehran.

“We will take all necessary ac-
tions - whether military, arms, or
political measures - to confront
arrogance,” Khamenei added.

On October 26, the Israeli
army reported a four-hour-long
attack on Iran. Iran claimed it suc-
cessfully repelled the ‘Zionist en-
tity’s attempts to strike certain
points in Tehran and other re-
gions’, though the assault re-
sulted in the deaths of four
Iranian soldiers, according to the
Iranian military.

This Israeli attack followed an
earlier Iranian retaliation on Oc-
tober 1, when Iran launched over
180 rockets at Israel, as ‘revenge’
for the assassinations of Hamas
political bureau head Ismail
Haniyeh and Hezbollah leader
Hassan Nasrallah.
Anadolu Agency

SCA reaffirms commitment 
to free passage for all vessels
Cairo, Egypt - The Suez Canal
Authority (SCA) has reiterated
its commitment to upholding in-
ternational agreements that en-
sure free navigation for all vessels
passing through the canal,
whether commercial or military,
regardless of nationality. 

In a statement issued late on
Friday, the SCA addressed ques-
tions circulating on social media
regarding the passage of war-
ships from various countries.

The authority confirmed that it
adheres to international conven-
tions that protect the right to free

passage for all types of vessels
without discrimination based on
nationality, emphasising that this
practice is in line with the Con-
stantinople Convention of 1888.

The SCA highlighted that the
1888 agreement laid the foun-
dation for the canal’s interna-
tional role by preserving the
right of all nations to access this
global facility.

The convention explicitly
states that the Suez Canal must
remain ‘free and open at all times,
both in peace and war, to every
vessel of commerce or of war,

without distinction of flag’.
This came amid speculation

on social media regarding the
movement of military ships,
which could not be indepen-
dently verified.

Meanwhile, the Egyptian mili-
tary and the Ministry of Trans-
port issued separate statements
on Thursday and Friday, denying
any cooperation with Israel.

The Suez Canal remains one of
the world’s most important mar-
itime passages and a key source
of foreign currency for Egypt.
Anadolu Agency

Jerusalem - The Israeli army is
approaching the end of its inten-
sive ground offensive in southern
Lebanon, Israel’s Public Broad-
casting Corporation reported late
on Friday, citing military sources. 

“After a month of ground ma-
noeuvres, the army is nearing the
conclusion of the intense phase in
southern Lebanon, as planned by
Israeli and Northern Command
leadership,” the report stated.
Thousands of active-duty and re-
serve soldiers have reportedly
been granted leave for recovery.

The broadcaster also indicated
that Israel is preparing to rede-
ploy forces along the Lebanese
border amid ongoing ceasefire
discussions aimed at a potential
US-brokered political settlement
with the Lebanese government. 

Military sources claim the op-
eration has achieved key objec-
tives, including the discovery of
Hezbollah infrastructure near the
border and the capture of
Hezbollah members who have
provided valuable intelligence. 

Meanwhile, Lebanese Prime
Minister Najib Mikati, during a

meeting with UNIFIL’s comman-
der, criticised Israel’s approach,
asserting that diplomatic signals
from Israel show ‘stubbornness’
and a continued commitment to
aggression. 

In related developments, Is-
rael’s Yedioth Ahronoth newspa-
per reported that 37 Israeli

soldiers have been killed in
clashes with Hezbollah fighters in
October along the southern
Lebanon border. 

Israel escalated its air cam-
paign in Lebanon since Septem-
ber against what it claims are
Hezbollah targets in an escalation
from year-long cross-border war-
fare between Israel and Hezbol-
lah since the start of Israel’s brutal
offensive on the Gaza Strip.

Meanwhile, the Israeli army
announced on Saturday that it
had intercepted three drones
over the Red Sea, stating they
were launched from the east. 

In a statement, the Israeli army
said ‘three unmanned aerial vehi-
cles were intercepted in the Red
Sea, launched from the east’.
Anadolu Agency

End of ground offensive in southern Lebanon?

The forces will
begin to
arrive in the
coming
months as the
USS Abraham
Lincoln Carrier
Strike Group
prepares to
depart

Wrestlers compete in a traditional wrestling match in southern Pakistani port city of Karachi on Friday (Xinhua)

TRADITIONAL WRESTLING IN KARACHI

According to WHO, children in Gaza
require two oral doses of the polio
vaccine. The initial phase concluded
in mid-September, successfully 
vaccinating over 560,000 children

Iran’s supreme leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei on Saturday issued a stern
warning to both the US and Israel,
pledging a ‘crushing response’
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MEA condemns allegations against Shah
New Delhi - The Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs (MEA) on Satur-
day strongly protested against
recent allegations made by the
Canadian government against
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah’s purported involvement
in the killing of Khalistani terror-
ist Hardeep Singh Nijjar.

The MEA described these al-
legations as ‘absurd and base-
less’ and lodged a formal
protest against Canada.

During a press briefing on
Saturday, MEA Spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal stated that a
‘diplomatic note’ was handed to
a representative of the Cana-
dian High Commission on Fri-
day, conveying India’s strong
objections.

“Regarding the latest Cana-
dian target, we summoned the
representative of the Canadian
High Commission yesterday... It
was conveyed in the note that
the Government of India
protests in the strongest terms
the absurd and baseless refer-
ences made to the Union Home
Minister of India before the
Committee by Deputy Minister
David Morrison,” he said.

Jaiswal further said that
high-ranking Canadian officials
have orchestrated a deliberate
strategy to leak unfounded
claims to international media,

aimed at discrediting India on
the global stage. He noted that
this pattern aligns with India’s
longstanding concerns about
the current Canadian adminis-
tration’s political agenda and
behaviour. He reiterated that
such ‘irresponsible actions’
could have serious conse-
quences for bilateral relations.

“In fact, the revelation that
high Canadian officials deliber-
ately leak unfounded insinua-
tions to the international media
as part of a conscious strategy
to discredit India and influence
other nations only confirms the
view that the government of
India has long held about the
current Canadian government’s
political agenda and be-
havioural pattern. Such irre-
sponsible actions will have
serious consequences for bilat-
eral ties,” Jaiswal added.

Earlier in the week, reports
emerged indicating that top
Canadian officials had admitted
to leaking details about India’s
alleged foreign interference to
The Washington Post.

According to these reports,
Canada’s national security and
intelligence adviser, Nathalie
Drouin, confirmed she had
leaked sensitive information re-
garding India’s purported in-
volvement in murder, extortion,

and coercion - details that had
not been shared with the Cana-
dian public.

Tensions between India and

Canada escalated after Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau alleged
in Parliament last year that
there were ‘credible allegations’

of India’s involvement in the
killing of Nijjar.

India has firmly denied all
such allegations, labelling them

as ‘absurd’ and ‘motivated,’
while accusing Canada of pro-
viding a haven for extremist and
anti-India elements.

The MEA also reacted to the
recent US sanctions imposed
on several Indian firms and na-
tionals, stating that Indian com-
panies have not violated any
national laws.

The sanctions announced by
the US State Department tar-
gets 19 Indian companies and
two individuals accused of al-

legedly supplying materials and
technology to Russia to support
its military amid the ongoing
war in Ukraine.

Randhir Jaiswal stated: “We
have seen reports on US sanc-
tions. India has a robust legal
and regulatory framework on
strategic trade and non-prolif-
eration controls. We are also a
member of three key multilat-
eral non- proliferation export
control regimes - the Wasse-
naar Arrangement, the Aus-
tralia Group and the Missile

Technology Control Regime,
and have been effectively im-
plementing relevant UNSC
sanctions and UNSC resolution
1540 on non- proliferation.”

“Our understanding is that
the sanctioned transactions and
companies are not in violation
of Indian laws. Nevertheless, in
keeping with India’s established
non-proliferation credentials,
we are working with all the rel-
evant Indian departments and
agencies to sensitise Indian

companies on applicable export
control provisions, as also in-
form them on new measures
being implemented that could
impact Indian companies in cer-
tain circumstances,” he added.

“Regular strategic trade/ex-
port control outreach events for
Indian industries and stakehold-
ers are being carried out by
agencies of the Government of
India. We are also in touch with
the US authorities to clarify is-
sues.” Jaiswal further said.
ANI

North Korea ‘rejects’ UN chief’s response to IBM launch
Ankara, Turkey - North Korea on
Saturday ‘rejected’ UN Secre-
tary-General Antonio Guterres’
criticism of Pyongyang’s recent
intercontinental ballistic missile
launch. 

“I express my strong dissatis-
faction and categorically reject
the unfair and prejudiced atti-
tude of the UN secretary-gen-
eral taking issue with the DPRK’s
(Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea) just exercise of its right
to self-defence,” Kim Yo Jong, a
senior official and sister of North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un, said
in a statement published by
state-run Korean Central News
Agency.

On Thursday, Guterres
‘strongly’ condemned North
Korea’s launch of a long-range
ballistic missile, saying Py-

ongyang’s repeated missile ac-
tivities are ‘clear violations’ of
Security Council resolutions.

“He (Guterres) has consis-
tently called for de-escalation,
the full implementation of rele-
vant Security Council resolu-
tions, an environment that is
conducive to dialogue, and the
resumption of talks,” a UN

spokesperson said.
Responding to the condem-

nation, Kim said the UN chief
‘should not lose impartiality in
fulfilling his important duty’.

“The DPRK will never tolerate
any attempt to threaten the se-
curity environment of the state,”
she added.

The North Korean Foreign

Ministry also criticised the US
and other states for calling a UN
Security Council meeting next
week to discuss Pyongyang’s
launch of the ballistic missile.
“We will further augment prac-
tical efforts to contain the mili-
tary threat of hostile forces and
keep up the balance of force in
the region,” it said.

On Friday, North Korea said it
fired an ‘ultimate version’ of the
intercontinental ballistic missile
(ICBM), the Hwasongpho-19.

In response, Seoul imposed
sanctions on four North Korean
entities and 11 individuals, in-
cluding a China-based diplomat
Choe Chol-min, for his role in
procuring ballistic missile com-
ponents and other dual-use
items.

On Friday, South Korea and

the US also held a joint drone
strike drill for the first time.

Meanwhile, South Korea and
Canada called on North Korea to
withdraw its troops from Russia
and stop helping Moscow in its
war against Ukraine, local media
reported on Saturday. 

A joint statement, following a
meeting of the two countries’
foreign and defence ministers in
Ottawa on Friday, labelled the
deployment of troops ‘a signifi-
cant escalation with dangerous
implications for security and sta-
bility in Europe and the Indo-Pa-
cific region’.

The two sides also con-
demned North Korea’s missile
launches, including the new in-
tercontinental ballistic missile
launch on Thursday.
Anadolu Agency

Union Home Minister Amit Shah

New Delhi - External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar set to visit
Australia and Singapore from
November 3 to 8.

The Australian leg of Jais-
hankar’s visit will last from
November 3 to November 7.
During his visit, Jaishankar will
travel to Brisbane and inaugu-
rate India’s 4th consulate in
Australia.

The India-Australia relation-
ship has seen transformational
growth in recent times. Bilateral
cooperation has seen exponen-
tial growth in existing frame-
works of cooperation and
further expanded across a wide
spectrum of new areas opening
up new possibilities, both at bi-
lateral as well as global level.

Jaishankar will also co-chair
the 15th Foreign Ministers’
Framework Dialogue (FMFD)
with Australian Foreign Minis-
ter Penny Wong in Canberra.

Jaishankar will deliver the
keynote address at the inaugu-
ral session of the 2nd Raisina
Down Under to be held in the
Australian Parliament House.
He is also scheduled to have in-
teractions with Australian lead-

ership, parliamentarians, mem-
bers of the Indian diaspora,
business community, media
and think tanks.

The Indian community in
Australia continues to grow and
importance, with the population
more than 9 lacs as per the cen-
sus of 2021. Indians make up
the second largest migrant
group in Australia.

For the second leg of the
visit, the External Affairs Minis-
ter will travel to Singapore for
an official visit on November 8,
during which he will address the
8th Roundtable of ASEAN -
India Network of Think Tanks.

The Association of South-
East Asian Nations (ASEAN)
comprises of Indonesia, Singa-
pore, Philippines, Malaysia,
Brunei, Thailand, Cambodia,
Laos, Myanmar and Vietnam.

India has a strengthened and
multi-faceted relationship with
ASEAN which is expressed
through the Act East Policy.

Jaishankar will also meet the
leadership of Singapore to re-
view the close partnership be-
tween the two countries and
explore avenues to further en-
hance the bilateral relationship.

India and Singapore have a
close bilateral relationship. Sin-
gapore has played an important
role in reconnecting India to the
countries of Southeast Asia
since the inception of the Look
East Policy in the early 1990s.
The Indian community has a
significant presence in Singa-
pore and constitutes about 9.2
per cent of the total population
of the country. Jaishankar’s visit
to the two countries is set boost
the already existing warm and
friendly ties India has with Aus-
tralia and Singapore.
ANI

LeT commander killed in Srinagar
Srinagar, J&K - Inspector Gen-
eral of Police (IGP), Kashmir
Zone, Vidhi Kumar Birdi said
that a Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT)
commander was killed in an en-
counter in Khanyar area of Sri-
nagar in Jammu and Kashmir.

IGP Birdi said that the killed
terrorist was involved in the
murder of Inspector Masroor in
2023. He also said that four se-
curity forces were also injured in
the fierce gunbattle that started
on Saturday early morning.

“Now this operation has been
completed. Security forces have
killed a terrorist, who has been
identified as Usman..., he was
the commander of Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT) and 4 security per-
sonnel have been injured. He is
a foreign terrorist and his role
and involvement in the murder
of Inspector Masroor has come
to light and further investigation
is being done in this regard...,”
IGP Birdi told ANI.

On encounter in Anantnag,
IGP VK Birdi said: “...Two terror-
ists have been killed in this op-
eration and now this operation is
coming to conclusion. We keep
getting inputs and only after de-
veloping these inputs the secu-
rity forces take such action, so
this is a good initiative from our

side and also a significant
achievement...”

The encounter broke out
after security forces initiated an

anti-terrorist operation in the
Halkan Gali area.

“Based on specific input, a
Joint Operation was launched
by Indian Army, Jammu and
Kashmir Police and Srinagar
Sector CRPF in gen area Halkan
Gali, Anantnag. On 02 Nov
2024, suspicious movement
near Halkan Gali was observed
and challenged by vigilant
troops, as a result, terrorists
opened indiscriminate fire on
own column. Own troops effec-
tively retaliated, resulting in
elimination of two terrorists.
Operation is in progress,” Chinar

Corps, Indian Army posted on X. 
Further details are awaited.
This came hours after a simi-

lar encounter broke out in Srina-
gar’s Khanyar area. Earlier in the
morning, an encounter broke
out in Srinagar’s Khaynar area
during a cordon and search op-
eration by a joint team of police
and security forces.

Search Operations also con-
tinue in the Panar area of Bandi-
pora. On Friday late evening
suspicious movement was spot-
ted in the general area of Panar
in Bandipora, by alert troops.
ANI

Jaishankar to visit Australia
and Singapore from today

MEA Spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal stated that a ‘diplomatic
note’ was handed to a 
representative of the Canadian
High Commission on Friday

The killed terrorist
was involved in 
the murder of 
Inspector Masroor
in 2023. Four 
security forces
were also injured
in the gunbattle

Washington, D.C., US - A
Black man, convicted by an all-
white jury, was executed in
the US state of South Carolina
for the fatal shooting of a con-
venience store clerk, despite a
broad appeal for mercy.

59-year-old Richard Moore
received a lethal injection on
Friday and was pronounced
dead at 6:24pm (11:24 pm
CET) at a prison in state capi-
tal Columbia, US media re-
ports said.

Moore was sentenced to
death in 2001 after being con-
victed of killing James Ma-
honey, a clerk from
Spartanburg.

Moore entered the store

unarmed, his lawyers said. He
got into an argument with Ma-
honey because he was short
of money while making his
purchase.

Mahoney allegedly pulled
out two guns when Moore
took one away, shooting the
store clerk in the chest as he
was shot in the arm with the
second gun.

The lawyers say Moore’s
shooting was an act of self-de-
fence. He was also shot in the
arm by the victim.

On Thursday, the US
Supreme Court declined
Moore’s request for a stay of
execution.
DW

US: Black man convicted
by all-white jury executed

External Affairs Minister S

Jaishankar (ANI)

Security personnel stand guard following an encounter with terrorists in Khanyar area, in Srinagar on Saturday (ANI)



LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 and

only one instance of each number

You have three minutes to find
all the words contained in this
word. 

Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don’t count

WORD BUILDER

DO YOU SUDOKU?BOGGLER

SU
D

O
K

U
 E

A
SY

 A
N

SW
ER

Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by
linking adjacent letters - to the left,
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal
to each other. The Boggles Classic
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words
are valued at one point for each
letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one
point, a four letter word is  worth
two points, and so on. Valid words
must be at least three letters long. 

SOLUTION
20-25 words: Excellent, 
15-20 words: Very good, 
10-15 words: Good, 
5-10 words: Average

KIDS COLOURING

BREAK
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GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21
Luck is shining on you today, and if you review your budget carefully

enough, you will find serendipitous extra funds at your disposal.

Think long term with this windfall. Before you head out to spend it,

consider that big-ticket item you've been saving up for. This money

could go a long way toward getting it in your hands. Hold off

spending it until it can really be used in a powerful way. Skip the

baubles and go for the gems!

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20
When a change is necessary, it's necessary. Today, the truth will

become too obvious to ignore, and you might see that it's calling you

to make a big change in your life. If you really want someone just to

go away today, you will have to stop ignoring them. It might sound

counterintuitive, but it's not. The silent treatment doesn't work, and

avoidance is just impractical. Until you face things head-on and are

totally honest, you will never achieve the closure you need

TEST YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22
The truth is a funny and powerful thing because no one can deny it.

Therefore, if you have been meaning to confess something to

someone, do it today. Open up and admit what you're doing or what

you're feeling. No grudges will be held. As a matter of fact, your

gracious gesture will create a new beginning for yourself and this

relationship. It doesn't take bravery to make it happen. You just need

to be ready, and you are ready now.

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22
Could circumstances beyond your control be turning you into a more

jaded person? Today, before you lose sight of the wonders of the

world, unearth some of your old idealistic tendencies. They aren't

gone. They're still deep down inside of you. They've been sleeping,

just waiting for a time when they'll be necessary and relevant in your

life again. Let yourself be impressed by the magic that surrounds you

every day. Smile at a stranger when they smile at you.

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22
Back away slowly! You need to let cooler heads work things out. A

showdown is completely unnecessary right now. Your emotions are

pushing you toward a fiery rebellion, but your mind understands

that today is not the day to fight this battle. Let this scenario play

out on its own. As you watch it unfold, you will soon be grateful you

chose the peaceful path. Remember that those who live by the

sword die by the sword.

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22
If your social life isn't quite up to par right now, don't spend too

much time dwelling on what's wrong with it. You have to be the

one to get the ball rolling. Stop with the pity party and get

started planning a real party. If the world isn't sending you the

invitations you want, it's up to you to create the social

situations you crave. Show people you want to get social. They

might not realize it.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21
Today, if you are aching for a slower pace in your life, you have to

create it yourself. Instead of sending instant messages to make your

point, seek out a slower way of making things happen. Try for more

face-to-face communications and say something very important to

someone special. Let all your casual conversations meander down

tangential paths. You could make a breakthrough connection with

someone who intrigues you if you listen hard enough.

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER21
The devil is not in the details today. It's in the nuance. Getting close

to the finish line is not the same thing as crossing the finish line, so

make sure you focus on follow-through right now. You don't work in

a vacuum, and the influence other people are having over you might

not be a productive thing. Be by yourself to get stuff done. A quiet

room and a couple of hours are probably all you need to ensure that

everything is just the way it should be.

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18
Your emotional intelligence is extremely sharp right now, and

you should consult it a bit more as you meet your next

challenge. It's not such a bad idea to stop thinking so much and

just start doing more. Action doesn't always have to be

preceded by days of research and deliberation. Your gut won't

usually let you down, and if it does, it's only to teach you

something you need to learn.

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
It's wise not to expect too much of people today. You'll finally be

forced to acknowledge that not everyone has the common good on

their agendas. Too much laziness, jealousy, and scheming is going

on and you don't feel comfortable trusting anyone, especially if

they're new. Stick with the people you know and love the most,

and stay close to home if you can. It's not an ideal time for

adventuring.

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20
"Hope" is your word for today. Hope for what you can't anticipate

and can't control. As the saying goes, when one window closes,

another one opens. In other words, just because something is ending

doesn't mean something new isn't getting started. It may be right

around the corner or it may be quite a spell down the road.

Regardless, something is coming in your future and it will make you

glad you took the journey to get there.

ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19
You may be on quite a roll right now, but you still need to conserve

your energy for the bigger and better things coming down the pike.

Don't get too tied to the idea that progress can only be defined by how

much you can get done in a specific amount of time. Life is not a race,

so slow down. Today, don't take on any new projects. Avoid making

any big commitments with your time. You need to stay flexible and

deal with what's on your plate.

YOUR DAILY HOROSCOPE

01. In golf, what is the term for

"three strokes under par"?

A. Albatross

B. Condor

C. Bogey

D. Eagle

02. What are SMS messages

sent by?

A. Carrier pigeon

B. Air mail

C. Mobile phone

D. Parcel post

03. Who wrote the novel

"Wives and Daughters"?

A. Anne Bronte

B. Jane Austen

C. Elizabeth Gaskell

D. George Eliot

ACROSS
1) Feints, of sorts
6) Steward's domain
10) Congressional figure
14) A-list
15) Currency in Cologne
16) Red Skelton persona
17) 1937 Laurel and Hardy
movie
19) Peacock markings
20) Hit the buffet
21) Food chain victim
22) Tongue-lash
24) Massive tree
26) Tunney of the ring
27) Mobiles, e.g.
28) Raptor trainer
32) Spreadsheet units
35) Pepper dispenser
36) Go from pillar to post
3 7) In a frenzy
38) Pirate's pal
39) Small songbird
40) Stitch's movie pal
41) Tennessee's state
flower
42) Title for Macbeth
43) Kind of stove
45) Haggard novel
46) Like many unsuccess-
ful
field goal attempts

4 7) Calls it a day
51) Dojo teaching
54) Wound at Pamplona
55) 108-card game
56) Oodles
57) Prolonged argument
60) Iditarod city
61) Stairwell sign
62) _ Doggie ( old cartoon
pooch)
63) Go like the dickens
64) Man caves, often
65) Radial pattern

DOWN
1) Thermos inventor
James
2) Make euphoric
3) Nervous, with "up"
4) Prefix with "friendly"
5) Dazed states
6) Did some mending
7) A nephew of Donald
Duck
8) Where scrubs are
worn, for short
9) Another kind of stove
10) 1960 Dion and the Bel-
monts hit
11) Georgetown athlete
12) "Yeah, right!"
13) Prepare for a selfie
18) Homer hitter's gait

23) Bottom-of-letter let-
ters
25) Do the impossible, fig-
uratively
26) Beaufort scale listings
28) Be one of the crowd
29) Mrs. Charles in "The
Thin Man"
30) Not varying
31) Lacoste of court fame
32) Herd baby
33) Qatari VIP
34) Kinks classic
35) One of the Curies
38) Like the walls in a
damp basement,
maybe
42) Tried to bean, perhaps
44) Hobby shop buy
45) The Ventures' music
genre
47) Tugboat warnings
48) Troop escalation
49) Chennai's land
50) Was a buttinsky
51) Philosopher Immanuel
52) Bath gel ingredient
53) Ovoid tomato
54) Silly expression
58) Guitar, slangily (var.)
59) Start of many church
names

DAILY CROSSWORD
NOTE PAD

Answers:1. A  2. C  3. C



Liverpool, England - A sensa-
tional trademark strike from Mo-
hamed Salah earned Liverpool a
2-1 comeback victory over
Brighton & Hove Albion on Sat-
urday, a win that moved Arne
Slot's team two points clear at
the top of the Premier League.

Brighton started brightly on an
Anfield ground where they have
a good recent record, taking a
deserved lead in the 14th minute
after Turkey international Ferdi
Kadioglu rifled a stunning effort
into the far corner.

Liverpool struggled to create
any openings of note in the first
half but came flying out the traps
after the break, dragging them-
selves level in the 69th minute
through Cody Gakpo, before
Salah completed the turnaround
three minutes later.

With their two main title ri-
vals, Arsenal and Manchester
City, both losing, Liverpool over-
took the champions to climb to
the summit, six clear of Notting-
ham Forest in third and seven
ahead of Arsenal.

Man City beaten 
Antoine Semenyo and Evanilson
got on the scoresheet as
Bournemouth held on for a shock
2-1 victory over champions
Manchester City on Saturday,

ending mighty City's unbeaten
streak in the Premier League at
32 games.

The loss dropped Pep Guardi-
ola's City to second in the table
with 23 points after 10 matches,
two points behind Liverpool,
while the Cherries, who had lost

to City in their 14 previous league
meetings by a combined score of
45-7, climbed to eighth spot.

Bournemouth were rewarded
for their strong start with Se-
menyo's ninth-minute goal.
Milos Kerkez superbly worked
the ball up the left side to the by-

line before sending a low cross to
Semenyo, who turned on the ball
and beat keeper Ederson.

Evanilson doubled the home
side's lead in the 64th minute
when he latched on to Kerkez's
cross and slotted it home. But
City created a nervy finish after

pulling a goal back in the 82nd
minute, when Josko Gvardiol
leapt to meet Ilkay Gundogan's
cross, his looping header pushed
in off the bar by Mark Travers.

City's start striker Erling Haa-
land hit the post from close range
deep in injury time.

Earlier, Alexander Isak's early
headed goal lifted Newcastle to
a 1-0 victory over Arsenal on Sat-
urday at St. James' Park, as Eddie
Howe's men delivered a blow to
Arsenal's title chase with their
first win in six Premier League
outings.

Manchester, England - Manch-
ester United's new head coach
Ruben Amorim will be welcomed
as a breath of fresh air for a
much-needed reset when he ar-
rives at Old Trafford later this
month to sort out a team mired
in mediocrity and struggling in
the Premier and Europa League.

Amorim must hit the ground
running in one of the most scru-
tinised jobs in football that saw
Erik ten Hag fired on Monday -
the latest of five permanent man-
agers who have wilted in the
shadow of United's most suc-
cessful boss Alex Ferguson.

But those who know the 39-
year-old Sporting coach, consid-
ered one of Europe's brightest
young managers, insist he will be
a big improvement as he has the
charisma and ability to connect
with players that is a pre-requi-
site for success.

“I spoke to (former United and
Sporting player) Nani a few days
ago and he said to me: 'Rio, the

players play for him, they love
him and respect him,'“ former
United and England defender
turned pundit Rio Ferdinand said.

“United need someone with
the character and charisma to go

'You know what? I don't care
what has happened here, I see a
player in you.' You need some-
one who is going to be like that.”

Amorim, whose appointment
was announced on Friday, will

join United on Nov. 11, with his
first match slated for Nov. 24 at
promoted Ipswich Town in the
Premier League.

The two fixtures that follow
are Norwegian team Bodo/Glimt
in the Europa League and a home
Premier League game against Ev-
erton, which should provide a
positive start. But then he faces
two big away tests, at Arsenal on
Dec. 4 and champions Manch-
ester City in a Dec. 15 derby.

All five permanent managers

at United since Ferguson retired
in 2013 arrived to plenty of opti-
mism before fortunes turned in a
cycle of rinse and repeat, Old
Trafford's Theatre of Dreams be-
coming the stuff of nightmares.

Amorim is considered a hero

at Sporting, pulling the club out of
the doldrums by winning two
Primeira Liga titles, the first of
which, at 36, was the club's first
title in 19 years. He already has
fans at United in the shape of two
Portugal players Diogo Dalot and

club captain Bruno Fernandes.
“He is a fantastic coach and

knows what he wants. Very de-
manding is what I can expect. It's
a perfect match for a club like
this,” full back Dalot told Sky
Sports.
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Wolves 
director 
Hobbs handed 
two-match ban
for misconduct 
London, England - The Football
Association has given Wolver-
hampton Wanderers' sporting di-
rector, Matt Hobbs, a two-match
ground ban and a 7,000 pounds
($9,062.90) fine on Friday citing
misconduct.

The incident that led to the
charge occurred after Wolves' 2-
1 loss to Manchester City on Oct.
20, when Hobbs reportedly con-
fronted match officials near the
tunnel, objecting to the decision
to allow John Stones' injury-time
header to stand.

The goal was initially disal-
lowed due to Bernardo Silva’s off-
side position but ultimately
awarded by referee Chris Ka-
vanagh, leading to Wolves’ frus-
tration.

“Hobbs acted in an improper
manner and/or used abusive
words towards the match offi-
cial/s around the tunnel area
after the final whistle. He admit-
ted to this charge, and his sanc-
tions were imposed by an
independent Regulatory Com-
mission,” the FA said in a state-
ment.

This marks Hobbs' second
misconduct incident in under a
year.

Liverpool’s Mohamed Salah celebrates after scoring against Brighton & Hove Albion 

Liverpool go
top with win,
Bournemouth
stun Man City

Lisbon, Portugal - Ruben
Amorim had already decided
this would be his last season at
Sporting, and wanted to remain
at the club until the end of the
campaign before joining
Manchester United, but said
that was not possible.

Amorim was announced as
United's manager to replace the
sacked Erik ten Hag on Friday,
and will join the Premier League
club on Nov. 11, earlier than he
had wanted.

“At the beginning of the sea-
son, and the president is there

to confirm, I had a conversation
with him, and I said that, what-
ever happened, it was my last
season at Sporting,” Amorim
told reporters after his side's 5-
1 win over Estrela da Amadora.

“The season started and we
started to have a very good sea-
son. United showed up, paid the
clause, above the clause and the
president defended their inter-
ests. I never discussed anything
with the president.

“The only request I made
was that it be at the end of the
season and they told me that it

was not possible, that it was
now or never.”

Sporting had confirmed on
Tuesday that United had ex-
pressed interest in Amorim and
were willing to pay his release
clause, and the coach had little
time to make his decision.

“I had three days to decide
on something that completely
changes my life,” Amorim said.

“It's not the first time I've had
my clause paid by another club.
It is very difficult for me to leave.
More to me than to any Sport-
ing fan.”

Amorim wanted to stay at Sporting this season

SALAH STUNNER
Matt Hobbs

London, England - Chelsea man-
ager Enzo Maresca is relishing a
reunion this weekend at Manch-
ester United with former team-
mate Ruud van Nistelrooy, who is
in interim charge of the Old Traf-
ford side until Ruben Amorim
takes over later this month, the
Italian said on Friday.

Chelsea visit United on Sunday
where they have not had a Pre-
mier League win since May 2013.
Maresca, a former midfielder,
played with striker Van Nistelrooy
during their time at Malaga in the
2011-2012 season near the end of
the Dutchman's career.

It will be Van Nistelrooy's sec-
ond game in temporary charge at
United after a 5-2 League Cup
home win over Leicester City in
midweek. Portuguese Amorim
will join United on Nov. 11.

“I will give Van Nistelrooy a big
hug before the game,” Maresca
told reporters. “We expect a
tough game. He's a fantastic guy,
humble, and very professional.

“We had a very good group of
human beings at that time at
Malaga. It's nice to remember
those moments.”

Chelsea lost 2-1 at Old Traf-
ford in December and were
thrashed 4-1 in May last year.
They are without a win in their
last 11 league visits, with six
draws and five losses.

“Hopefully, it's a good time to
play them. It's a really tough
place to win and our recent
record shows that,” added
Maresca.

Chelsea are fifth on 17 points,
six behind leaders Manchester
City, after four wins in their last

six games. while United languish
14th on 11 after three wins from
nine matches.

Maresca has a fully fit squad
to choose from apart from on-
loan forward Jadon Sancho who
has been ill but is in any case in-
eligible to feature against his par-
ent club United.

The Italian also heaped praise
on Chelsea's in-form Cole
Palmer, who has scored seven
goals and registered five assists
from 11 games across all compe-
titions, but said he will not place
undue pressure on the 22-year-
old midfielder.

“As I said at the start of the
season, if we expect 20 goals and
20 assists from him again then
that's wrong. We shouldn’t put
that pressure on him,” Maresca
added.Enzo Maresca

Ruben Amorim

Chelsea's Maresca relishes reunion with ex-teammate Van Nistelrooy

Amorim is consid-
ered a hero at Sport-
ing, pulling the club
out of the doldrums
by winning two
Primeira Liga titles,
the first of which, at
36, was the club's
first title in 19 years

New manager Amorim faces Herculean task at Manchester United 

It makes no
sense to play
after floods, 
says Simeone

Madrid, Spain - Atletico Madrid
manager Diego Simeone said on
Saturday it made no sense to
play this weekend after catas-
trophic floods swept the eastern
region of Spain.

The deadliest flash floods in
Spain's modern history have
killed at least 211 people and
dozens were still unaccounted
for. The tragedy is already Eu-
rope's worst flood-related disas-
ter since 1967 when at least 500
people died in Portugal.

Saturday's clash between Va-
lencia and Real Madrid, as well
as Villarreal versus Rayo Valle-
cano are among several games
postponed over the weekend.



Paris, France - German third seed
Alexander Zverev knocked Ste-
fanos Tsitsipas out of the Paris
Masters with a 7-5 6-4 win in the
quarterfinals on Friday, ending
the Greek's hopes of qualifying
for the season-ending ATP Finals
in Turin, Italy.

While the opening set was a
tight affair, the second was one-
way traffic as world number three
Zverev built a 5-3 lead before
wrapping up the victory in one
hour and 40 minutes.

Zverev served well against the
10th seed, especially in the sec-
ond set, firing down nine aces
and winning 71% of his first

serves in the contest.
“I thought the whole match

was a very good level from him,”
Zverev said. “I got into the match
and I found my rhythm and felt
more and more comfortable and
am happy with the win.”

The 27-year-old, who im-
proved his head-to-head record
with Tsitsipas to 6-10, joins
Novak Djokovic and Rafa Nadal
as the only active players to reach
20 or more Masters semi-finals.

However, the defeat means
former world number three Tsit-
sipas' run of five straight ATP Fi-
nals appearances is over.

Zverev will face 2022 cham-

pion Holger Rune in the semi-fi-
nals after the Dane overcame
Alex de Minaur 6-4 4-6 7-5.

With the win, 13th seed Rune
kept alive his slim hopes of qual-
ifying for the ATP finals.

Local favourite Ugo Humbert
continued his fine form after
knocking out Carlos Alcaraz in
the previous round, securing a 6-
2 7-6(4) win over Jordan
Thompson.

Humbert will face Russia's
Karen Khachanov for a place in
the final after the 2018 champion
made light work of eighth seed
Grigor Dimitrov, winning 6-2 6-3
in just over an hour.

Leverkusen, Germany - Champi-
ons Bayer Leverkusen twice hit
the woodwork and missed a bag-
ful of chances but could not score
in a goalless draw against visitors
VfB Stuttgart in the Bundesliga on
Friday.

Leverkusen, who travel to Liv-

erpool for the Champions League
on Tuesday, have now won just
one of their last five league
games, and are in third place on
16 points. Bayern Munich, top on
20, host Union Berlin on Satur-
day. RB Leipzig are second on
goal difference.

Xabi Alonso's team had
Stuttgart on the backfoot from
the start and in a one-sided first
half the hosts missed more than
half a dozen golden scoring
chances and hit the crossbar with
Edmond Tapsoba's header.

Stuttgart keeper Alexander
Nuebel was in stunning form,
stopping efforts from Jeremie

Frimpong and Alejandro
Grimaldo in the first half to keep
them in the game.

With the visitors, who host
Atalanta in the Champions
League on Wednesday, not man-
aging a single shot on or towards
goal for an hour, Leverkusen kept
pouring forward. Victor Boniface
rattled the post with a powerful
shot eight minutes after the
restart as Leverkusen picked up
where they had left off.

Nuebel then had to come to
the rescue again, first denying
Nigeria international Boniface in
a one-on-one in the 73rd before
blocking a Florian Wirtz effort a

little later to make sure Stuttgart
got their point. Stuttgart, last sea-
son's runners-up, move up to
seventh place on 13 points.

Alonso said it was one of Lev-
erkusen’s most complete perfor-
mances this season

“We are unhappy. We
thought we had done enough to
win it,” Alonso said. “We pressed
well. Our players showed a lot of
energy to press a lot. We created
a lot of chances in the first half.
But we also had chances in the

second half. Maybe the most
complete performance from us
even though we did not score. It
was a top game. From Monday
we focus on Liverpool. A big
game, to play in Anfield,” said the
former Liverpool player.

Leverkusen have now won just
one of their last five league
games and drawn the other four.
They are in third place on 16
points, four points off the pace
with Bayern Munich taking on
Union Berlin on Saturday.
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Naples, Italy - Napoli are the sur-
prise early pacesetters in Serie A
but if they are to remain on top
and achieve what had seemed an
unlikely Scudetto triumph then
work is required more than
prayers, manager Antonio Conte
said on Friday.

Last season Napoli finished
10th in a dismal title defence,
which cost two managers their
jobs. Conte's reign began with a
3-0 loss at Hellas Verona on this
campaign's opening day, with the
new coach calling his side a work
in progress.

Since then, Napoli are unde-
feated in nine games, winning
eight and conceding just two
goals to open up a four-point gap
at the top over defending cham-
pions Inter Milan, and Conte was
asked if winning the title this sea-
son would be a miracle.

“I am a man of faith, even prac-

tically, and I know only one person
who performs them,” Conte said.
“I always pray, even for the team,
that they are well, in addition to
my family there is also a prayer for
the players.

“We must work, all of us, from
the cook and the kit man to create
something beautiful that can give
extra points in a championship.

“We cannot make any mis-

takes in this, we are not in a posi-
tion to make mistakes. Then, foot-
ball miracles have always
happened, but you have to work
to hope it happens, it's not enough
to pray.”

On Sunday, Napoli host Ata-
lanta, who lost three of their
opening five games but are now
up to third place in the table after
four successive wins.

Tsitsipas' ATP Finals hopes dashed after defeat to Zverev 

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil - Real
Madrid forward Vinicius Jr
and Barcelona winger
Raphinha lead Brazil's squad
for this month's World Cup
qualifiers, while Neymar was
left out of the team named by
coach Dorival Junior on Friday.

Brazil's top scorer Neymar
will remain on the sidelines for
his country after returning
from a long-term knee injury
in Al-Hilal's 5-4 win over Al-

Ain in the Asian Champions
League last week.

Raphinha has been one of
Barca's standout performers
in the first half of the season
and is coming off the back of a
goal in a 4-0 win over Real
Madrid and a hat-trick against
Bayern Munich in the Cham-
pions League.

Vinicius Jr will return to in-
ternational action after miss-
ing last month's qualifiers with
a neck injury, while Real
Madrid team mate Endrick
was left out.

Brazil, who are fourth in the
South American standings
with 16 points, six behind lead-

ers Argentina, play at
Venezuela on Nov. 14 before
hosting Uruguay five days
later.

“I think we are in a process
of evolution, but it's not ideal
yet,” Dorival told reporters.

“We're going to fluctuate a
bit more until we find consis-
tency. 

“But we are finding a way
and I hope that happens in the
next few games so we can be
in a better position next year,”
said Dorival.

“I don't pay too much at-
tention to the first results. God
willing, we will get results to
get closer to the leaders.

SQUAD
Goalkeepers: Bento (Al
Nassr), Ederson (Manchester
City), Weverton (Palmeiras)
Defenders: Danilo (Juventus),
Vanderson (Monaco), Guil-
herme Arana (Atletico
Mineiro), Abner (Olympique
Lyonnais), Eder Militao (Real
Madrid), Gabriel Magalhaes
(Arsenal), Marquinhos (Paris
St Germain), Murilo (Notting-
ham Forest)

Midfielders: Andre (Wolver-
hampton Wanderers), An-
dreas Pereira (Fulham), Bruno
Guimaraes (Newcastle
United), Gerson (Flamengo),
Lucas Paqueta (West Ham
United), Raphinha (Barcelona)

Strikers: Estevao (Palmeiras),
Rodrygo and Vinicius Jr (Real
Madrid), Luiz Henrique and
Igor Jesus (Botafogo), Savinho
(Manchester City)

Neymar still out
of Brazil squad
for World Cup
qualifiers

Antonio Conte

Stuttgart goalkeeper Alexander Nuebel makes a save to deny Bayer Leverkusen’s Victor Boniface

Paris, France - World Number
five Elena Rybakina has hired
Novak Djokovic's former
coach Goran Ivanisevic for the
2025 season, the Kazakhstan
player said on Friday

Djokovic ended a five-year
partnership in March with
Croat Ivanisevic, who helped
the Serbian claim nine of his
24 Grand Slam titles. Ivanise-
vic also won Wimbledon in
2001 when he became the first
wild card to win a major tour-
nament.

Rybakina, 25, will start
working with Ivanisevic during
the pre-season. The 2022
Wimbledon champion split
from her long-time coach Ste-
fano Vukov just days before
the U.S. Open.

“I'm really looking forward
to this partnership,” Rybakina
told reporters ahead of the
WTA Finals which begin on
Saturday in Riyadh. “I think
he's a great champion and he
has so much experience and
I'm looking forward to starting.

“For me, it was important to

get better and with the help of
the agents we connected and
we just decided to start work-
ing ... Of course, it's a big
change but I think it's going to
be a good change.”

Ivanisevic wrote on Insta-
gram: “Excited about coming
back on Tour. This time, it’s
time for some WTA action.
Happy to join your team Elena
Rybakina.”

The Russian-born Rybakina
enjoyed plenty of success in
the first half of 2024, winning
titles in Brisbane, Abu Dhabi
and Stuttgart, but missed sev-
eral tournaments due to illness
and injury thereafter.

After reaching the Wim-
bledon semi-finals she with-
drew from the Paris Olympics
due to bronchitis and pulled
out of the U.S. Open in August
due to a lower back injury
after winning her opening
match.

Rybakina begins her WTA
Finals campaign on Saturday
against Italian world number
four Jasmine Paolini.

Alexander Zverev celebrates a point against Stefanos Tsitsipas

Wasteful
Leverkusen
held to
goalless draw
by Stuttgart

Tale of missed chances 

Neymar

Napoli must work hard
‘to create something
beautiful’, says Conte

We are unhappy. We thought we had
done enough to win it. We pressed
well. Our players showed a lot of 
energy to press a lot. We created a 
lot of chances in the first half. 
XABI ALONSO 

I think we are in a
process of evolu-
tion, but it's not
ideal yet. We're
going to fluctuate a
bit more until we
find consistency.
DORIVAL JUNIOR

Rybakina hires
Ivanisevic as coach 

Goran Ivanisevic
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CLASSIFIEDS 

SEND YOUR REQUEST FOR
Birthday/Anniversary wishes to  wish@apexmedia.co.om 

with your resident card copy (It’s free of cost)

Happy birthday Maalu chechi. Our Big sister and Biggest Supporter.
Wishing you a fabulous birthday surrounded by love, joy, and all the
things that make you smile. You deserve everything wonderful today

and always. with lots of love from Minnu and Ponnu

ANGEL






 





 



SITUATION WANTED

A resourceful, adoptable and effi-
cient male, with knowledge of SAP
FICO, ERP, GPS, Tally, and a total
experience of over 22 years in
MIS, Budget, Cashflow, Treasury,
Banking,Tax and Audit, is looking
for a senior position in Accounts &
Finance. DL & NOC available 
Contact: +968-91468679, email:
amitpandit007@gmail.com

Chief accounts manager with 20
years of experience in Oman, in fi-
nalisation of account,  MIS, Audit,
Tax, VAT, LC, LTR Oracle ERP,
Tally ERP 
Contact: +968-92383882, Email:
khanimteyaz1979@gmail.com BIRTHDAY WISHES

Mumbai, India - Shubman Gill
missed out on a century while
Rishabh Pant scored a quick-fire
60 as India made 263 in re-
sponse to New Zealand's 235 be-
fore their spinners reduced the
tourists to 171-9 at stumps on day
two of the low-scoring third test
in Mumbai on Saturday.

Ajaz Patel was unbeaten on
seven after Will Young's battling
51 in testing conditions, as New
Zealand wiped out a slender 28-
run deficit and built up a valuable
lead of 143 at the end of another
sweltering day at the Wankhede
Stadium.

Ravichandran Ashwin, who
took 3-63 and shared seven
wickets with spin partner Ravin-
dra Jadeja, hoped the hosts
would not be staring at a big tar-
get when they eventually bat on
Sunday.

“We should wrap it up with
one or two runs here and there.
Every run saved in this innings is
going to be critical for us when
we chase it down,” Ashwin said.

“It's not going to be easy and
we have to bat really well.

“I expected a lot more bounce
and speed from this Mumbai
pitch. It has been quite slow,
which is surprise for me... It's not
a typical Mumbai pitch.”

Akash Deep put New Zealand
under some early pressure in
their second stanza when he cas-
tled skipper Tom Latham for one

and Washington Sundar snared
opener Devon Conway for 22 at
the start of an absorbing final ses-
sion.

Ashwin had Rachin Ravindra
stumped for four to leave New
Zealand in trouble at 44-3, before
pulling off a fine catch that got rid
of the dangerous Daryl Mitchell
for 21 after the batsman had put
on a 50-run stand with Young.

Jadeja, who ended the day

with 4-52, dismissed Tom Blun-
dell for four, while Ashwin snared
the aggressive Glenn Phillips for
26 before the momentum swung
India's way after Ish Sodhi fell for
eight.

Young looked to take the
game away from India with a pa-
tient effort but spooned one back
to Ashwin and Matt Henry was
castled by Jadeja for 10 on the
last ball of the day.

Gill, having ridden his luck,
looked well set to score a ton ear-
lier as India inched towards New
Zealand's total after lunch, but
the batsman edged spinner Ajaz
Patel to slip and departed for a
fluent 90.

Patel removed Ashwin for six
and finished with superb figures
of 5-103 as Deep was run out,
leaving Washington unbeaten on
38.

New Zealand
171-9 in
second innings
after Gill’s 90
rescues hosts 

Sao Paulo, Brazil - Formula One
stewards fined Ferrari's Charles
Leclerc 10,000 euros
($10,834.00), with half the sum
suspended, for swearing in a
post-race press conference at
the Mexico City Grand Prix last
Sunday.

The punishment comes after
Red Bull's triple world champion
Max Verstappen was ordered in
September to carry out “work of
public interest” for swearing dur-
ing a Singapore Grand Prix press
conference.

Stewards said in a statement
at the Sao Paulo Grand Prix on
Friday that the Monegasque's
breach was not as bad as Ver-
stappen's.

Verstappen had alluded,
somewhat sorely, to Leclerc's
language when he appeared in
an FIA Prix press conference on
Thursday.

“Apparently it only counts for
me anyway because, you know,
after the race in Mexico some-
one was swearing,” the Dutch
driver told reporters then, with-
out naming names.

Stewards at the Brazilian race
summoned Leclerc on Friday,
acting on a report from the gov-
erning FIA's media delegate and
after reviewing a written tran-
script.

They said the Ferrari driver
had answered “a somewhat
leading question” about what he
said to himself when he momen-
tarily lost control towards the
end of the race and was passed
by McLaren's Lando Norris.

“In response Leclerc used
coarse language being the accu-

rate recollection of what he
thought to himself at the time.
Leclerc immediately realized his
error and apologised,” the stew-
ards said in a statement.

“The Stewards noted that the
language was not directed at
anyone or any group and that
Leclerc immediately apologised.”

They said Leclerc had ex-
pressed his regret at the hearing
for “a momentary lack of judg-
ment” and understood his re-
sponsibility as a role model.

“The Stewards do not con-
sider that this breach reached
the same level as the most re-
cent case and as such chose to
levy a fine of 10,000 euros with
5,000 suspended pending no re-
peat within 12 months.”

Verstappen's punishment, in
which he used a profanity to de-
scribe the state of his car, came
after FIA president Mohammed
Ben Sulayem had urged drivers
to watch their language, compar-
ing them to rappers.

Leclerc fined for
swearing at press
conference 

Charles Leclerc 

INDIA BOUNCE BACK 

Manama, Bahrain - Omani rac-
ing driver Ahmad al Harthy will
begin the Bapco Energies 8
Hours of Bahrain on Saturday –
the final race of the FIA World
Endurance Championship sea-
son – from the seventh row of
the LMGT3 grid, after qualifying
13th fastest during the grid-de-
termining session on Friday.

Placing the lion’s share of
focus on race set-up and race
performance during the trio of
practice sessions at Bahrain In-
ternational Circuit, Team WRT
driver Al Harthy was fairly satis-
fied with the qualifying run as a
result – especially with the Sakhir
track being one of the least
favourable for his BMW M4.

“It was the best we could do,
P13, and we usually race better

than we qualify,” said Al Harthy. 
We’ve worked a lot more for

the race set-up so we’re all feel-
ing positive for the race. I would
say Bahrain is one of the tough-
est tracks for us this season in
WEC, we have an eight hour race
ahead and the weather is likely to
change a lot during the eight
hours, so we’re looking forward
to it. We will keep pushing and
hope for a good conclusion to the
FIA WEC season.”

Al Harthy and team-mates
Valentino Rossi and Maxime
Martin ende  d the opening prac-
tice on Thursday a creditable
eighth quickest in LMGT3 and
the trio went on to finish session
two later in the day a consistent
ninth on the timing screens.

After the third and final prac-
tice on Friday morning, Bronze
graded driver Al Harthy took
qualifying duty in the No.46
BMW M4 – as usual – and he

hovered around the top eight
during the opening minutes of
the session, having been as high
as second at one point.

Slipping outside the top 10
later on, and therefore missing
out on the cut-off for the Hyper-
pole shoot-out session, the
Omani ultimately had to settle
for 13th on the timesheets with a
best lap of 2m03.797 seconds,
less than 0.2 seconds shy of 10th
place.

Going into today’s eight-hour
race, the OQ, Oman Ministry of
Culture, Sports and Youth,
Omantel, Experience Oman and
BMW Oman supported racer is
eying a big finish to his first year
with Team WRT and BMW and
determined to try and challenge
for more silverware.

Al Harthy positive about Bahrain FIA WEC finale after qualifying on seventh row 

We should wrap it
up with one or two
runs here and there.
Every run saved in
this innings is going
to be critical for us
when we chase it.,
RAVICHANDRAN ASHWIN

India’s Ravichandran Ashwin (C) celebrates with Shubman Gill after taking a New Zealand wicket on Saturday

Oman’s Ahmad Al Harthy in action

Bahrain is one of the toughest
tracks for us this season in WEC, we
have an eight hour race and the
weather is likely to change a lot , so
we’re looking forward to it.
AHMAD AL HARTHY  
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F
or around a century, Gustave Caille-
botte was the most discreet of the Im-
pressionists, only coming back into
the spotlight in 1994, when the Grand
Palais in Paris celebrated the cente-

nary of his death in 1894 through a memorable
retrospective. Ever since, the French painter has
been the subject of several exhibitions from
London to Washington, DC to Switzerland.

Now, the Musée d’Orsay in Paris, the J Paul
Getty Museum in Los Angeles, and the Art In-
stitute of Chicago have joined forces to exam-
ine Caillebotte anew, with a sweeping
retrospective ‘Painting Men’, which runs
through January in Paris, before heading to LA
next spring and then Chicago next summer. 

Despite the acclaim the artist has received
over the past three decades, he still remains a
bit of a mystery, a major focus of the exhibition
which also coincides with the 130th anniversary
of the artist’s passing. 

“When facing this attractive, modern, yet
enigmatic man - we still don’t know who he is -
I realised we had a good starting point,” Orsay
curator Paul Perrin, who organised the exhibi-
tion with Scott Allan of the Getty and Gloria
Groom of the Art Institute, disclosed. That
starting point is Caillebotte’s singular focus on
the male figure, the only of the Impressionists
to consistently turn his gaze to masculine mus-
culatures and the all-male spaces of the bour-
geoisie - awe-inspiring soldiers that he spotted
while in the military, family members, smartly
clad passers-by, bare-chested workers, oars-
men, and more fill his tableaux. (Out of the 76
works shown by the artist between 1876 and
1888, 33 depict men versus 16 women.)

In the early 1870s, Caillebotte, who came
from an aristocratic family who maintained
themselves as rentiers (landlords), quit law
school to train with Léon Bonnat, a leading
artist and professor who trained a generation
of artists in the French academic traditions, and
later entered the École des Beaux-Arts.

Turned down by the jury of the 1875 Salon,
Caillebotte joined the Impressionist group,
eager to turn his back on academic painting and
to explore the day-to-day life of his contempo-
raries and Parisian living. Caillebotte’s relation-
ship with his two brothers (Martial, who
enjoyed music and sailing, and René, who died
at only 25 years old) inspired him to always

look for a sense of fraternity around him,
namely among his fellow impressionists, and
within the communities he planned to depict.

Caillebotte’s relatives and friends and others
in his orbit feature in a majority of his paintings,
but some of his sitters still remain unknown,
like the sitter for Partie de bateau (1878). 

“That was the question that guided some of
our research,” said Perrin. “In light of new doc-
uments, we managed to identify 15 of them, or
rectify assumptions that had been made about
[who they were].” 

Among these positive identifications is
Richard Gallo, who features in Interieur, femme
lisant (1880), showing him reclining as he
reads, and Portrait de M Gallo (1881), in which
he sits, arms crossed, on a boldly patterned, or-
ange and green striped sofa.

For decades, Gallo was thought to be a jour-
nalist, but there is no record of him publishing
anything. New research for this exhibition re-
vealed Gallo to be, in fact, the son of a banker,
who also studied law and lived as a rentier like
Caillebotte.

Unknown subjects
Then there’s Monsieur R., who, because of his
initials and friendship with Caillebotte has his-
torically been suspected to be businessman
Antoine Patrice Reyre, who is believed to have
met the artist either at the 1876 Impressionist
exhibition or socially at the Hôtel Drouot. 

He is the model for Portrait de Monsieur R
(1877), a painting which also features in the
background of Portrait de Madame X (1878),
or Reyre’s mother. The blue-and-white couch
on which Reyre sits is listed in Mrs Martial
Caillebotte’s posthumous inventory, which
means Caillebotte likely painted his friend in the
family home.

Some of Caillebotte’s subjects, however, will
likely never have their identities uncovered,
though they still were important parts of the
artist’s life. “He does not paint just anyone, but
people who work for him, or enjoy sailing like
him,” added Perrin. The muscly labourers in
Floor Scrapers, the Caillebotte painting that
was likely rejected from the 1875 Salon but
drew attention at the 1876 Impressionist exhi-
bition, were actually employees of the Caille-
botte family, preparing the ground for the
artist’s future studio in the fashionable 8th ar-
rondissement, home to luxury boutiques, as
well as cultural and political institutions. The
masterpiece hangs alongside a rarely seen ver-
sion with two workers (versus three) painted
from the side.

Elsewhere are Caillebotte’s scenes of gar-
deners watering his vegetable garden or a
house painter dangling from a ladder. Several
canvases show a bird’s-eye view of Paris’s
crowded Haussmann-era boulevards, com-
posed from his balcony. The human figure in his
hands seems a gateway to the artist’s privacy.
(Courtesy: artnews.com)

A MASSIVE GUSTAVE
CAILLEBOTTE
RETROSPECTIVE OFFERS
A COMPREHENSIVE AND
TOUCHING PORTRAIT
OF THE FRENCH
IMPRESSIONIST

When facing this attractive, modern,
yet enigmatic man - we still don’t
know who he is - I realised we had

a good starting point

Paul Perrin
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Rue de Paris, temps de pluie, 1877

Portrait de M. G. [Portrait de

Richard Gallo], 1881

Raboteurs de parquets (Floor Scrapers), 1875

Gustave Caillebotte 

Couple on a Walk, 1881
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Hubert Vaz

A
unique solo calligraphy exhibition by
artist Mohamed Mehdi Jawad al
Lawati – A Letter Amid Others – will
be inaugurated under the auspices of
H E Salim bin Nasser al Aufi, Minister

of Energy and Minerals, at Stal Gallery tomorrow
(November 4).

Across a collection of 15 artworks, the artist dis-
plays his talent of combining calligraphy with an
element of abstract art, thereby according an un-
paralleled mastery over this unique fusion.

“In essence, this exhibition is a summary of my
diverse artistic experiences over the years, driven
by ongoing research, practice, and engagement
with various art exhibitions. Learning from fellow
artists and calligraphers across all fields has sig-
nificantly refined my talent, as there are no bound-
aries to this art form,” asserts Lawati.

Born and raised in Muscat, Lawati, who studied
business and is currently running his family busi-
ness, admits that he is a self-taught calligrapher,
digital artist and photographer, though he learnt
Classical Arabic Calligraphy in his childhood in

Oman as well as in Jordan, UAE and Istanbul.
In the last few years he has converted to more

contemporary calligraphy mixed with abstract art
and uses various media, including inks and acrylic
paint, on canvas and paper.

Lawati has commissioned several private works
in Oman and the UAE, and has also designed for
private projects. A member of Omani Society of
Fine Arts, he calligraphic skills were acquired
under the tutelage of several renowned calligra-
phers, such as Mahmoud Taha, Taj Al Sir Hassan
and Hassan Chalabi.

Having held several solo exhibitions in Jordan
and Oman, Lawati can be considered the first to
introduce digital calligraphy in Oman and at the
Sharjah Calligraphy Biennial where he received
much acclaim.

He has many artistic achievements including
the design of books, commercial products, and
logos. He published his book ‘The Skies of Karbala’
which includes 59 paintings about Imam Hussein
bin Ali, and has won many artistic awards, the
most recent being Best Visual Artistic Award for
Gulf Participation, in the World Art Dubai 2024
exhibition.

What does the theme 'A letter amid
others' convey?
‘A Letter Amid Others’ is an artistic
exploration of the interplay between
letters and words, celebrating the
beauty of Arabic calligraphy. Each let-
ter, whether standing alone or inter-
acting with others, embodies elegance
and movement.

How many artworks are on display
and what is the medium used?
This exhibition features 55 paintings
and artworks, including various letter
formations and calligraphic pieces that
incorporate Quranic verses, hadiths,
wisdom, authentic Arabic poetry, as
well as abstract lettering. The art-
works are created on wood-stretched
canvas and paper, utilising a diverse
range of acrylic paints and inks.

Is this your first solo exhibition
in Oman?
This marks my second solo exhibition
- the first was held in 2002 at the
Omani Society for Fine Arts, showcas-
ing square Kufic script in digital for-
mat. It was one of its kind in the
sultanate and the region.

What is the message of this 
exhibition?

This exhibition represents the culmi-
nation of my four-decade-long journey
in Arabic calligraphy. Throughout
these years, I have honed my skills in
both traditional and contemporary
styles, exploring abstract art through
workshops in the sultanate and
abroad, gaining insights from various
artistic traditions. The exhibition will
run until November 28.

Why were you drawn to calligraphy
- does it have an element of 
spirituality?

I began learning Arabic calligraphy
in the 1980s as a student of several es-
teemed calligraphers and instructors
outside the sultanate. Arabic Calligra-
phy was established from the day the
Holy Quran was taken up to be writ-
ten. Calligraphers in the Arab world
started to develop various styles of
calligraphy to copy the Holy Quran in
the best possible manner. In this jour-
ney calligraphy was always attached
to spirituality and a high level of
virtues due to its direct connection
with the faith.

Have you picked up any skills from
your calligraphy teachers?
To learn any skills, you need to be at-
tentive to your master and be patient
to learn - nothing comes easily. That’s
exactly what I did.

How different is digital calligraphy?
Calligraphy, as an art, was always
done by hand. However, in the early
1990s when technology offered the
ability to transform it into a digital for-
mat, artists started to utilise it to form
new ways to explore this art in a digital
way. I was one of the early calligra-
phers who explored this art in the dig-
ital format.

A solo calligraphy exhibition by Mohamed Mehdi Jawad Al Lawati, to be
opened at Stal Gallery tomorrow, reveals a skill mastered by only a few
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