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We have placed youth 
at the forefront of our
government’s concerns.
We have followed up on
the efforts made to
engage youth in the
nation-building process.
We will ensure that this
partnership is more
comprehensive and 
more effective

Our economic and fiscal
performance has
improved, and we started
to accomplish for you and
with you the march of
growth and prosperity

Sustaining the State’s
ability to meet its financial
obligations has been the
prime aim of the current
stage. We feel satisfied
with the positive change
in fiscal performance
which, thanks be to the
Almighty Allah, has
improved fairly well

‘Youth at forefront of govt concerns’

Muscat - His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik
on Tuesday issued a Royal Decree establishing
the Royal Administration Academy, specifying
its prerogatives and approving its organisa-
tional structure.

The Royal Decree stated that the Royal Ad-
ministration Academy should be headquar-
tered in Muscat governorate. The Board of
Trustees of the academy may establish
branches in other governorates. The decree

also stated that the academy should have a
Board of Trustees under the chairmanship of
the Minister of the Diwan of Royal Court.
ONA 

(Log on to muscatdaily.com for full report)

Based on our keenness 
to provide the maximum
level of protection and
care for citizens and
residents, we hereby
direct the government 
to speed up the rate of
support and development
of the early warning
system and to endorse 
the best urban planning
programmes

We will offer necessary
support and incentives 
to small and medium
enterprises, given their
vital role in stimulating
economic activity and
employment opportunities

We are impressed by the
achievements made in the
field of recruitment during
this year, which saw the
employment of a good
number of Omani
jobseekers, despite the
difficulty of this stage

His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik delivered a speech on Tuesday on the occasion of 
the second anniversary of his accession to the throne |See Page 02

Royal Decree establishes Royal Administration Academy



Muscat - His Majesty Sultan Haitham
bin Tarik on Tuesday gave a speech on
the occasion of the day on which he
assumed the reins of power in the
country, January 11, reading as follows:

“Almighty Allah, thanks be to You
for bringing back this blessed occasion
at a time when our march of develop-
ment is forging ahead and our renais-
sance is renewed and deriving impetus
from a glorious history. It is in anticipa-
tion of the future with a strong will
based on the solidarity of its citizens.

No efforts spared
“To safeguard our gains and the ac-
complishments made on this benign
land and, to establish a prosperous fu-
ture for our young generation in all
parts of this country, we will spare no
effort in utilising all means to realise
the objective.

We are confident that you all per-
ceive the volume of challenges that 
we have been through, that we have
tackled with tact and patience, and
then, with the Almighty’s divine sup-
port, proceeded with the imple-
mentation of our social and economic
plans and programmes, guided by
Oman Vision 2040. Our economic and
fiscal performance has improved, and
we started to accomplish for you and
with you the march of growth and
prosperity.

Sustaining the State’s ability to meet
its financial obligations has been the
prime aim of the current stage. We 
feel satisfied with the positive change
in fiscal performance which, thanks be
to the Almighty Allah, has improved
fairly well.

This has been further consolidated

by the expansion in economic stimulus
policies and the establishment of a so-
cial protection scheme catering to the
welfare of citizens, thus giving this im-
provement a humanitarian dimension.

Youth in focus
“We have placed youth at the fore-
front of our government’s concerns.
We have followed up the efforts
made to engage youth in the nation-
building process. We will ensure that
this partnership is more comprehen-
sive and more effective. The State’s
institutions and officials are endorsing
a sustainable course of action focus-
ing on highlighting the salient contri-
butions of youth in this auspicious
march and organising their roles in
serving society.

We are impressed by the achieve-
ments made in the field of recruitment
during this year, which saw the em-
ployment of a good number of Omani
jobseekers, despite the difficulty of this
stage. We look forward with hope,
combined with determination, that all
sectors of the State and the private
sector will play the role expected of
them in promoting employment, it
being the cornerstone of the economy
and development. The aim is to pro-
vide jobs for our qualified sons and
daughters and to qualify those who re-
quire necessary skills to join the labour
market. As for our sons and daughters
from among entrepreneurs who wish
to establish their private projects, we
are resolved to lend them our support
and encourage their entrepreneurship
programmes. We will offer necessary
support and incentives to small and
medium enterprises, given their vital

role in stimulating economic activity
and employment opportunities.

Investment destination
“Local investment constitutes one of
the basic pillars of diversification of the
national income. After we launched a
set of national programmes and fur-

nished proper and suitable grounds,
we hereby urge all to invest funds lo-
cally. We have lucrative investment
opportunities at hand in all fields, and
we look forward to seeing our country
as a destination for pioneering invest-
ments, notably in spheres that consol-
idate our approach to expand the

volume of the national economy and
diversify the sources of income. Our
country, thanks be to the Almighty
Allah, boasts a wide range of compet-
itive incentives, great potentials and
promising opportunities that need to
be utilised. The government will exert
all efforts and capacities for coopera-
tion and integration to ensure channel-
ing development to the governorates.
This will enhance their preparedness
for investment and develop their role
based on the comparative advantage
of each governorate in a manner that
creates development models. This will
be substantiated by a set of strategic
goals to be executed by the govern-
ment within the context of Five-Year
plans. Thus, the march of development
can be perfected and empowered to
cover all parts of this dear homeland.

Over the next stage of the Renewed
Renaissance, we will take action to
transform government performance
from the level of emergency solutions
to a more sustainable level having a set
of lasting and comprehensive solutions
that place economic growth, fiscal sus-
tainability and social welfare at the
forefront of its priorities.

Early warning system
“It was the Almighty Allah’s will that
our country was subjected to adverse
climatic conditions. Based on our keen-
ness to provide the maximum level of
protection and care for citizens and
residents, we hereby direct the govern-
ment to speed up the rate of support
and development of the early warning
system and to endorse the best urban
planning programmes to curb the im-
pact of such climatic conditions.

Our identity, our pride
“Elevating Oman to the higher strata of
progress that it deserves is a national
duty and a responsibility to be shoul-
dered by each and every citizen.

We hereby urge all our sons and
daughters to stick to the values and
principles emanating from our glorious
history. Let’s take pride in our identity
and the core essence of our personal-
ity, while at the same time opening up
to the world in a balanced and objec-
tive manner and with a positive stance
that does not compromise our original-
ity or identity or make us lose or forget
either of them.

Salute to armed forces  
“Sincere national efforts have always
been the object of our appreciation and
pride. In this context, we would like to
register an expression of commenda-
tion for our military and security serv-
ices. We salute them for the
honourable national role they have un-
dertaken in protecting the nation and
defending its interests and sover-
eignty, at every time and place, willing
to offer their lives in sacrifice for every
inch of this dear homeland. To you,
armed and security services, we pro-
claim our deep thanks and praise for
your valuable contribution towards
building the dear homeland and elevat-
ing its status. We pray to the Almighty
Allah to lend us all support to bear this
great responsibility. We pray to Him to
grant us success to realise the good of
the nation and its citizens.

May the Almighty Allah protect
Oman. May He protect you all, loyal
citizens of Oman!”
ONA

HM the Sultan confers Order of
Royal Commendation on eight  

‘Employment the cornerstone of development’
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Muscat - His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik has
conferred the Order of Royal Commendation, 2nd
Class, on eight Omani individuals in recognition of
their scientific and research achievements, as well
as their contribution to society. The orders were
presented by Sayyid Khalid Hilal al Busaidi, Minister
of the Diwan of Royal Court, when he received them

in his office on Tuesday.
During the meeting, Sayyid Khalid affirmed that

the orders were granted by His Majesty the Sultan
in appreciation of their efforts. He wished them suc-
cess in their current and future endeavors in serving
the homeland.
ONA

Prof Sabah Ahmed al Sulaiman, 
for research and innovation in Fourth Industrial

Revolution technologies.

Dr Abdullah Mohammed al Sa’adi, 
for research and innovation in Fourth Industrial

Revolution technologies.

Dr Mohammed Ali al Barwani, 
for work in the fields of labour market, recruitment

and economy.

Saleh Mohammed al Shanfari, 
for work in the fields of environment and natural

resources (food security).

Hareb Abdullah al Kitani, 
for work in the fields of environment and natural

resources (liquefied gas).

Hunaina Sultan al Mughairy, 
for work in the field of administrative and institutional

development (diplomatic work).

Prof Khalifa Saif al Jabri, 
for work in the health sector.

Sheikh Suhail Salim al Mukhaini, 
for work in civil initiatives, social responsibility,

economy, labour market and recruitment. On his
behalf, the order was received by his son Sheikh

Ahmed Suhail al Mukhaini.
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fREE
CLASSIfIED

LISTING 

Muscat Daily now offers free classified listings for individuals in 
the following categories:
Situations Wanted/Accommodation Wanted or Available/Sale of Household
Items/ Car for Sale or Wanted/Matrimonial Alliances (Word limit is 35)
Please email your listing to dailyclassifieds@apexmedia.co.om or call 99104346

Sayyid Hamoud opens Manah Park
Manah - At the behest of His
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik, Sayyid Hamoud bin Faisal
al Busaidi, Minister of Interior,
opened Manah Public Park in the
wilayat of Manah on Tuesday.

The opening coincides with
the Royal presence of His Maje-
sty the Sultan in the Governorate
of Dakhliyah. The park was set up
as per the Royal orders of the
Late Sultan Qaboos bin Said.

Besides benefitting locals of
Manah and its neighbouring
wilayats, the park also serves as
a resting point for travellers on
the Nizwa-Thumrait road.

Built on an area of
120,000sqm, the park has sev-
eral facilities and amenities, in-
cluding four open theatres. Two
of the theatres have a capacity of
500 people each, making these
suitable to hold events.

Green landscapes cover ap-
proximately 45,000sqm of the
park. It has over 130 palm trees,
800 flowering plants and various
ornamental trees. Additionally, it

has shaded nurseries on an area
of 800sqm.

As per Royal orders, the man-
agement of the park falls under
the purview of the Office of the
Governor of Dakhliyah.  

The opening ceremony was
attended by the Secretary-Gen-
eral of Royal Court Affairs, the
Governor of Dakhliyah, walis of
Manah and Adam, and sheikhs
and members of the Municipal
Council of the two wilayats.
ONA

WEATHER WATCH
Max       Min

Abu Dhabi 24 15
Doha 23 14
Kuwait City 20 13

Manama 23 15
Muscat 24 16
Riyadh 26 12

Fajr 5.31am
Sunrise 6.51am
Duhr 12.20pm
Asr 3.23pm
Maghrib 5.44pm
Isha 6.59pm

PRAYER TIMINGS

Muscat - His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik received
greetings separately from
Sayyid Fahd bin Mahmoud al
Said, Deputy Prime Minister
for the Council of Ministers,
and Sayyid Shihab bin Tarik al
Said, Deputy Prime Minister
for Defence Affairs, on the Jan-
uary 11 anniversary, the day
when His Majesty assumed
reign of power. 

Sayyid Fahd’s message
said, “I am honoured to greet
Your Majesty on my own be-
half and the Council of Minis-
ters, praying to the Almighty
Allah to protect Your Majesty
and grant you good health,
happiness and long life.

“Oman, under Your Majes-
ty’s leadership and by the will
of its people, is exerting all ef-
forts to consolidate the march

of comprehensive and sustain-
able development to secure a
decent life for citizens in a sta-
ble, forward-looking society
where equality of rights and
duties prevail.”

Sayyid Shihab’s message
said, “On this auspicious occa-
sion, I am honoured to greet
Your Majesty on behalf of my-
self and all personnel of your
Armed Forces and the Min-
istry of Defence.

“All personnel of the Armed
Forces pledge loyalty and alle-
giance to Your Majesty and
they vow to be the defenders
of this great renaissance. They
pray to the Almighty Allah to
protect Your Majesty and for
the return of the occasion at a
time Your Majesty enjoys
good health and happiness.”
ONA

sayyid Fahd, sayyid
shihab greet HM on
Jan 11 anniversary

Muscat - His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik has received a
written message from Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed al
Nahyan, Crown Prince of the
Emirate of Abu Dhabi and
Deputy Supreme Commander of
the Armed Forces in the United
Arab Emirates.

The message deals with bilat-
eral relations and cooperation,
and means of promoting these
between the two countries and
their peoples.

The message was delivered to
Sayyid Badr Hamad al Busaidi,
Foreign Minister, when he re-
ceived Mohammed Sultan al
Suwaidi, UAE’s Ambassador to
Oman, on Tuesday.

During the meeting, the UAE
Ambassador conveyed greetings
and best wishes of Sheikh Mo-

hammed to His Majesty the Sul-
tan. On his turn, Sayyid Badr
asked the Ambassador to con-
vey His Majesty the Sultan's

greetings and best wishes to
Sheikh Mohammed and the peo-
ple of UAE.
ONA

HM receives message from
crown Prince of abu Dhabi

Ministry of Information
launches Ayn platform
Muscat - The Ministry of Infor-
mation officially launched the
Ayn platform, considered the
largest Omani audiovisual con-
tent outlet, on Tuesday. 

The platform presents
Oman’s civilisation through its
history, present and future to
broaden the prospects and influ-
ence of the media’s message.

A statement was issued on
the occasion by Dr Abdullah
Nasser al Harrasi, Minister of
Information, in which he said
that the launch of Ayn coincides
with the celebrations of the Jan-
uary 11 anniversary, marking the
day of His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik’s accession
to the throne.

Dr Harrasi affirmed that Ayn
will help keep pace with the dig-
ital transformation within the
goals of Oman Vision 2040. 

“The Ayn platform represents
a complete shift in the field of
modern electronic media serv-
ices. It enhances Omani pres-
ence in various electronic
mediums. It also sheds light on
national achievements. Through
its website and smart device ap-
plications, Ayn offers a unique
experience, which is fun and easy
to use.”

Ayn’s library contains a huge
collection of audiovisual content
produced by Oman Radio and
Oman Television over many
decades.

The ministry has invited all to
use the platform by downloading
the Ayn app in their smart de-
vices or through the website and
give feedback that will contribute
to developing and enhancing the
provided services.
ONA

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Health (MoH) on
Tuesday reported 609 new
COVID-19 cases, the highest sin-

gle day count since
July. There were no
related deaths in the

last 24 hours.
‘The total

number of cases
registered in

Oman has
now reached

308,870, including
4,119 deaths,’ an MoH

statement said. Nineteen pa-
tients were admitted to health-
care institutions in a 24-hour
period on Tuesday, accounting
for a total of 50 COVID-19 inpa-
tients, including four in ICUs.

COVID-19 UPDATE

609 
new 
cases

Infections surge

(Supplied photos)



Muscat - Barka Desalination
Company (BDC), owner of
Oman’s largest operating water
desalination plant Barka IWP,
today announced its intention
to launch its initial public offer-
ing (IPO). The company will
offer 40 per cent of its share
capital to the public through an
IPO. Accordingly, BDC will offer
30,208,800 shares to the pub-
lic through listing on the Mus-
cat Stock Exchange (MSX). 

As anchor investors in the
IPO, National Power & Water
Co (an investment arm of 
Bahwan Engineering Group),
and Bank Muscat have commit-
ted to invest upto 10 per cent 
of the IPO at 145bz per share 
i.e. the highest end of the IPO
price range.

Barka Desalination generates
its revenues pursuant to a
twenty year contracted water
purchase agreement (WPA)
until 2038 with the government
of Oman owned Oman Power &
Water Procurement Company
(OPWP), ensuring stable and
predictable cash flows. Backed
by this contracted WPA, the
company plans to offer the
shares in the IPO on book-
building basis in a price range of
115bz to 145bz, which translates
into an attractive dividend 
yield of 8.4 per cent per annum
to 10.6 per cent per annum to
IPO investors.

Commenting on the pro-
posed IPO, Patrick Thienpont,
CEO of BDC said, “Barka Desali-

nation Company officially com-
menced commercial operations
in June 2018 after the remark-
able construction of the Barka
IWP plant, which was com-
pleted in less than 30 months.
The IPO is a unique opportunity
to invest in a strategic asset
that will continue to be held and
managed by the marquee
founders. We look forward to
welcoming new partners in our
future journey.”

BDC’s chairman Murtadha
Sultan said, “Water is an essen-
tial commodity and a precious
resource that forms the founda-
tion of economic and social de-
velopment in Oman. As the
largest water supplier to the sul-
tanate’s desalinated water pro-
duction, we are proud of our
contribution to Oman. Investors
have a rare opportunity to invest
in the water sector in Oman
through BDC’s IPO. We are con-
fident that both institutional and
retail investors will make the
best of this opportunity”.

The IPO of Barka Desalina-

tion Company is going to be the
first IPO in Oman under the
Rules for Pricing Mechanism in
Public Offering of Shares intro-
duced by the Capital Market
Authority (CMA) last year. The
IPO of BDC will adopt several
recent mechanisms in Oman,
including a two-phased ap-
proach. Phase I will be an offer
to large and institutional in-
vestors through a book-building
method which is aimed at find-
ing a fair value for the offer
shares. This will be followed by
a Phase II offer to the retail in-
vestors which is based on a
fixed price and E-IPO for in-
vestor convenience. The CMA
has designed the new rules with
the aim of providing clear legal
framework for determining fair
offer price objectively and
transparently.

Barka IWP uses proven and
reliable Sea Water Reverse Os-
mosis (SWRO) desalination
technology providing environ-
mentally friendly and sustained
supply of high-quality drinking

water at a record low electrical
energy consumption. The plant
has achieved excellent operat-
ing performance with over 99
per cent reliability in the last
twelve months. It is worth not-
ing that the Plant uses SeaDAF
technology, which helps it de-
liver water even in ‘algae bloom’
phenomena wherein other
water desalination plants in
Oman typically face technical
complexities with respect to
operations of their plants.

BDC has been promoted by
global leaders with vast experi-
ence in water industry: ITOCHU
Corporation from Japan, ENGIE
and SUEZ from France along
with WJ Towell Group from
Oman. Barka Desalination
caters to 23 per cent of water
demand in the Oman. BDC-
owned plant with proven 
desalination technology is a
strategic asset located close to
Muscat and is thereby a key
water supply unit for Muscat
city and northern part of 
the sultanate. 

Bank Muscat Investment
Banking, Oman’s largest and
most experienced investment
banking team, is the financial
advisor and sole issue manager
for the IPO transaction. BDC
has also appointed a large col-
lection syndicate for the IPO,
consisting of five banks and two
prominent brokerage firms who
would be accepting application
forms from potential investors
in the IPO.
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Barka Desalination
Company to launch IPO

Muscat – H E Sultan bin Salim al
Habsi, Minister of Finance and
chairman of the board of direc-
tors of the Capital Market Au-
thority (CMA) on Tuesday
issued Decision No 171/2021 es-
tablishing the Supreme Sharia’a
Supervisory Board (SSSB) in the
CMA and issued its Articles of
Association pursuant to Article 5
of the Takaful Insurance Law
promulgated by Royal Decree
11/2016.

According to a press release
from CMA, the SSSB was estab-
lished to enhance the legislative
and regulatory processes for the
companies operating in the
Takaful insurance business
based on best international prac-
tices. The SSSB will put in place

the general policies regulating
such types of companies and ad-
vise the CMA on the Sharia’a as-
pects related to Takaful
insurance. It will also contribute
to developing the legislations re-
lated to the Sharia’s beside ad-
vising on the compatibility of the
products, services and contracts
of the Takaful insurance compa-

nies. The SSSB will decide on is-
sues of Fiqh disputes among the
members of Sharia’a supervisory
committees in Takaful insurance
companies.

The Articles of the SSSB state
that the board must be consti-
tuted by the board of directors of
the CMA comprising five mem-
bers including the chairman of

SSSB and at least three members
must have bachelor’s degree in
Islamic Sharia’a or an equivalent
degree beside knowledge of Is-
lamic transactions (Fiqh Al Mua-
malat) or Islamic banking or
Islamic finance or capital market
or insurance in addition to ten
years experience. 

The establishment of the
SSSB comes in line with the evo-
lution in the Takaful insurance
market in Oman during the past
years as the volume of the mar-
ket reached about RO64.8mn
representing 14 per cent of the
total insurance portfolio with two
companies specialised in provid-
ing Takaful insurance products
out the 20 insurance companies
operating in the sultanate.

Supreme Sharia’a Supervisory
Board established at CMA

Our Correspondent
Muscat

A tender of government treasury
bills, (issue number 553) was an-
nounced by the Central Bank of
Oman (CBO) this week.

The value of the allotted
treasury bills amounted to
RO313mn, for a maturity period
of 91 days, from January 12, 2022
until April 13, 2022. 

The average accepted price
reached RO99.821 for every
RO100 bill and the minimum ac-

cepted price arrived at
RO99.820.

The average discount rate and
the average yield reached
0.71781 per cent and 0.71910 per
cent, respectively.

The interest rate on the repo
operations with the CBO is 0.5
per cent while the discount rate
on the treasury bills discounting
facility with the CBO is 0.75 per
cent.

Treasury bills are short-term
highly secured financial instru-
ments issued by the Ministry of

Finance, and they provide li-
censed commercial banks the
opportunity to invest their sur-
plus funds. The CBO acts as the
Issue Manager and provides the
added advantage of ready liquid-
ity through discounting and re-
purchase facilities.

Treasury bills promote the
local money market by creating
a benchmark yield curve for
short-term interest rates. Addi-
tionally, the government may
also resort to this instrument
whenever felt necessary.

CBO issues RO313mn
worth treasury bills

Murtadha Sultan

(Supplied photo)

(Supplied photo)

Patrick Thienpont



In line with its customer-centric
vision ‘To serve you better,
everyday’, Bank Muscat, the
leading financial services
provider in the sultanate, has
evoked a strong response for its
attractive vehicle finance which
offers some of the most compet-
itive rates in the market. 

This product is designed to
help customers who are looking
forward to buying new or pre-
owned vehicles at low interest
rates (starting from 3.25 per cent
and available until January 31,
2022) and absolutely no need
for post-dated cheques. With its
fast turnaround time, the fea-
ture-rich Sayyarati finance can
be obtained within the shortest
possible time. Options available
include a loan tenure up to 8
years for new and used vehicles,
the lowest monthly payment op-

tions in the country and on-the-
spot approvals. Unique in all as-
pects with unparalleled benefits,
Sayyarati is the preferred vehicle
finance in Oman. 

Speaking about the popular
Sayyarati package, Abdullah
Tamman al Mashaani, general
manager - Products, Bank Mus-
cat, said, “In line with our com-

mitment to provide the best
services possible to our valued
customers and meet their aspi-
rations and needs, Bank Muscat
is constantly developing prod-
ucts and services that can further
enhance customers’ experience
with their trusted banking part-
ner. We are glad to see the 

positive feedback from our cus-
tomers and we thank them for
their strong confidence and trust
in our products.” 

“With its longstanding experi-
ence in the banking sector of
about four decades, Bank Mus-
cat has the widest network
across Oman with 174 branches

and more than 800 ATMs and
CDMs. Sayyarati is one of the
most popular products from
Bank Muscat and we hope that it
will help make people’s dreams
of owning their very own cars
come true. Bank Muscat reiter-
ates its commitment to making
vehicle purchases easy and 

affordable through its excellent
financing facilities, which can 
be tailored according to each
customer’s unique needs,” 
Mashaani said.

The hassle-free Sayyarati fi-
nance can be obtained from Bank
Muscat branches spread across
Oman. Loans up to RO60,000
will be offered for new vehicles
and used vehicles. 

It is important to note that
customers availing the Sayyarti
offer can enjoy fast processing
without any unnecessary paper-
work and signing of cheques. 

Only the following documents
are needed to process the loan
facility: Buyer’s ID card, salary
assignment letter, quotation /
car valuation from the approved
valuator, driving license, Mulkiya
(for pre-owned cars only) and
seller ID card (for pre-owned

cars only). 
The monthly loan installments

are automatically deducted from
the customer’s account once 
the mandate to do so is provided
to the bank. 

With some of the world’s best
and safest vehicles available for
purchase in the Sultanate, the
bank aims to do its part to im-
prove road safety and the secu-
rity of all road users. It is
noteworthy that loans are dis-
bursed within 24 hours subject
to applicants meeting the con-
cerned requirements.

For more details regarding
Bank Muscat’s Sayyarati 
auto finance, please go to
https://www.bankmuscat.com/
en/loans/Pages/details.aspx#s
ayyarti, or visit any Bank Muscat
branch, or Sayyarati Centers at
Wattayah and Salalah.

Get set, get driving with Bank Muscat
Sayyarati vehicle finance facility 

Abdullah Tamman al Mashaani

Continuing to make banking ever
more accessible and convenient,
National Bank of Oman (NBO)
has introduced remittance serv-
ices to the Embassy of
Bangladesh in Muscat. Taking
advantage of the bank’s secure
and approved international
transfer network, the new service
will help the Bangladesh commu-
nity to make affordable and fast
transfers to friends and family in
their native language.

With competitive exchange
rates in several currencies, NBO
customers can also instantly
send funds of up to RO7,500
from their account using the

bank’s digital remittance service
available anywhere at any time
through the award-winning NBO
Mobile App.

Tariq Atiq, chief retail and dig-
ital banking officer at NBO, said,
“At NBO we know how vital
sending money home is to our
expatriate customers, and so we
are always trying to find ways to
make it even easier. Adding to
the growing number of affilia-
tions with embassies, we are
proud to partner with the Em-
bassy of Bangladesh to provide
our customers working and vis-
iting there with greater access to
our services. At the same time,

we continue to strive to deliver
seamless, convenient and flexi-
ble banking experiences that are
accessible to all.”

NBO’s remittance service
continues to offer convenient,
fast and easy way to send money
abroad. Meanwhile, the bank en-
courages its customers to take
advantage of its digital banking
App, which allow them to remit
safely and securely, any time of
the day or night, to Bangladesh
as well as India, Pakistan, 
Egypt, Philippines, Indonesia and
the UAE. The beneficiary will
then receive the money on the
same day.

NBO extends remittance services
to Bangladesh Embassy 

The University of Technology
and Applied Sciences (College of
Applied Sciences in Nizwa) 
and Bait Al Zubair Foundation
signed a joint memorandum 
of understanding (MoU) 
aimed at cooperation in several
cultural, cognitive, and skill 
fields. 

It also aims to exchange 
training and practical experi-
ences between the university

and the Bait Al Zubair Founda-
tion and to encourage cultural
projects, research, incubators,
and student companies. In 
addition to mutual sponsorship
of exhibitions and scientific re-
search, training, and cultural
events, the MoU will pave 
the way to promote the culture
of entrepreneurship through
training courses and workshops,
mutual visits, and joint arbitra-

tion in competitions.
The signing of this MOU

comes in line with the implemen-
tation of the directives of 
His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik - may God protect him -
continuing to pay attention to
education, training, care for her-
itage, and cultural and tourism
components. In addition to har-
nessing all possibilities to
achieve sustainable develop-

ment, and a desire to enhance in-
tegration between the public and
private sectors in the field of cul-
tural industries.

The memorandum was
signed by Dr Abdullah bin Ali al
Shibli - director-general of the
Colleges of Applied Sciences,
and the Honourable Al Zubair
bin Muhammad  al Zubair - vice
chairman of the board of direc-
tors of Al Zubair Foundation.

Bait Al Zubair signs MoU with University
of Technology and Applied Sciences 

A’Safwah, one of Oman’s largest
integrated dairy companies, has
become the preferred compan-
ion for family meals. 

The brand’s extensive experi-
ence in the local market, and the
ability to deliver Made in Oman,
fresh products, makes it a con-
venient choice for those looking
for wholesome nutrition for fam-
ily meals, kids’ tiffin, and even on-
the-go snack options. For
local-taste lovers, A’Safwah of-
fers innovative ideas for healthy
and delicious recipes with its
fresh yogurt.

A’Safwah yogurt is produced
from pure cow’s milk and con-
tains a variety of health benefits.
It can be eaten directly or by
adding it to a mild and tasteful
recipe. 

In order to meet the needs of
all categories of customers,
A’Safwah yogurt comes in pack-
ets of different sizes ranging
from 90g to 10kg including vari-
ous family size packs.

Confirming the distinctive

taste of a chicken dish with the
marinade of A’Safwah yogurt, an
Omani homemaker and
A’Safwah customer, said,
“A’Safwah yogurt is freshly-
flavoured and rich with beneficial
nutrients. I mix it with lemon
juice, garlic powder, onions,
spices and salt – a marinade
recipe I find perfect for grilled
chicken with vegetables. I rely on
A’Safwah products to add a good
and fresh taste when preparing
the meals that my family loves.”

Yogurt is generally known for
its effectiveness in improving
body health and enhancing im-
munity. It is very beneficial to the
heart. The probiotic element in
yogurt also promotes digestive
health.

Some consumers like to make
yogurt smoothie by blending it
with different types of fruits,
such as strawberries, pomegran-
ates and bananas. 

The way it is prepared is very
easy, using one portion of
A’Safwah yogurt, a cup of milk

and a sliced banana fruit, mixed
in the blender with the addition
of two cubes of ice. 

Once the texture of banana
smoothie with yogurt becomes
soft, serve in a cup to enjoy the
yummiest fresh and refreshing
taste. Top it with nuts if one likes!

What more? Recipes like
smoothies and yogurt with oats,
are not just easy to prepare but
also can be stored for up to two
days in a refrigerator.

On the other hand, an Omani
restaurant owner, said that she
prefers to eat A’Safwah yogurt
with any type of rice. She pre-
pares a special sauce containing
a packet of yogurt and a pinch of
salt, mashed garlic, sumac,
tahini, olive oil and lemon juice.
With the ingredients well-mixed
and eaten with a meat or chicken
Kabsa, biryani or boiled rice, she
enjoys a supreme taste.

With A’Safwah yogurt, moth-
ers can prepare an easy and
healthy meal by blending it with
any kind of fruit the baby loves.

Mix a teaspoon of honey and
crushed biscuits in a blender with
a pack of A’Safwah yogurt and
pieces of peeled and de-core
guava. If the mixture is light, it is
preferred to add more biscuits.
Guava can be replaced by other
fruits such as pears or apples, but
should be boiled and mashed
first, then added to other ingredi-
ents. 

To motivate the child to eat
this nutritious meal, the dish can
be decorated with pieces of fruit.

A’Safwah dairy takes pride in
having state-of-the-art process-
ing facilities, an effective distri-
bution network across all nook
and corner of Oman with an ex-
ceptional team of experts who
are committed to maintaining
the highest standards of excel-
lence. 

With its experience since
1983 in dairy production, the
company has demonstrated its
commitment to providing high-
quality local products to its cus-
tomers.

A’Safwah fresh yogurt: The healthy ingredient everyone needs
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In recognition of its strong com-
mitment to sustainable social re-
sponsibility and its pioneering
role in supporting people with
disabilities in the sultanate, Alizz
Islamic Bank was honoured by
the Ministry of Social Develop-
ment at an event held to mark
the occasion of International Day
of Persons with Disabilities.

The event was held under the
patronage of H H Dr Mona bint
Fahad al Said, assistant vice
chancellor of Sultan Qaboos 
University. The award was re-
ceived by Muna al Khusaibi,
deputy senior manager of the
Marketing and Corporate Com-
munications Department, at
Alizz Islamic Bank. 

Enunciating about the honour,
Murtadha Jawad al Lawati, assis-
tant general manager and head
of Marketing and Corporate
Communications Department at
Alizz Islamic Bank said, “We in
Alizz Islamic Bank, give priority
to investing in our communities,
as we always seek to provide a
better life for the people we serve
across the sultanate. In this re-
gard, investment in sustainable
initiatives is critical to the pros-
perity of society, and the bank
makes sure to give strong sup-

port to the national organisations
that takes efforts effective to
build strong and flexible commu-
nities. Moreover, the bank con-
tinues to contribute to the
growth of non-profit social or-
ganisations. The employees have
dedicated more than 1,000
hours of their time for volunteer
work and fundraising to support
local community organisations.
The bank has been supporting

these efforts through employees’
community programmes.” 

He added, “The secret of a
happy life is not to achieve indi-
vidual success. There is nothing
more beautiful than helping oth-
ers to achieve success. When we
live for ourselves only, life seems
too short and shallow, but when
we live for others, life becomes
longer and deeply meaningful.
Alizz Islamic Bank is committed

to being at the forefront of banks
that launch sustainable initiatives
in the community as it firmly 
believes in the importance of
community investment, and ac-
cordingly, it is keen to engage the
community as a partner in all 
its business.”

Alizz Islamic Bank seeks ex-
cellence in providing humanitar-
ian initiatives that best serve 
the society. These efforts seeking
to care for people with disabili-
ties and orphans in the sultanate
are driven by the government’s
interest, represented by the 
Ministry of Social Development,
in ensuring that such individuals
obtain all rights, on equal footing
with all other citizens of the 
sultanate, including their right to
be rehabilitated in different 
rehabilitation institutions, so that
they can be easily integrated 
into the society to play their 
role in its prosperity alongside 
all Omanis.

Previously Alizz Islamic Bank
and the Ministry of Social Devel-
opment launched the website
www.crowdfunding.alizzis-
lamic.com as a crowdfunding
project aiming to raise RO2mn to
build the Centre of Excellence for
Children with Disabilities. 

Alizz Islamic Bank honoured
for its humanitarian efforts

Oman Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (OCCI) and Busi-
ness Gateways International LLC
(BGI), which manages IT strate-
gic platforms in Oman, signed a
memorandum of cooperation
(MoC) aimed at providing joint
support and promoting growth
of Omani SMEs by taking advan-
tage of the available opportuni-
ties related to the In-country
value on the Joint Supplier Reg-
istration System (JSRS) in Oman
and supporting expansion of
these businesses in global mar-
kets.

JSRS is an ICV platform to cer-
tify suppliers and utilise their
services, initiated by the Oman
Ministry of Energy and Minerals
who launched JSRS on
www.businessgateways.com.

JSRS connects the community of
Buyers, which include all oil and
gas operating companies in the
energy sector and many large in-
stitutions and companies from
other sectors - with thousands of
certified suppliers on JSRS Certi-
fied Suppliers Network (CSN), to
source and award procurement
related opportunities with spe-
cific emphasis on SME obligation
contracts and sub-contracts to
Omani SMEs.

JSRS CSN includes many
Omani service providers, includ-
ing SMEs, companies approved
by Riyada, Local Community
Contractors (LCCs) and large
corporate in addition to interna-
tional companies from more
than 100 countries that benefit
from the procurement opportu-

nities offered by the JSRS Buyers
Community.

Based on this MoC, BGI will
implement a special OCCI 
SME platform for Omani SMEs
registered with OCCI on JSRS, in-
tegrate the OCCI SME Commit-
tee on JSRS and provide
business-related support serv-
ices exclusively to JSRS certified
SMEs through the OCCI SME
platform.

Oman Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry recom-
mends that all Omani SMEs
register in JSRS and obtain the
JSRS Supplier Certification in
order to benefit from the upcom-
ing services that will be offered
on OCCI SME Platform. You can
register in JSRS through
www.businessgateways.com 

OCCI signs agreement for
development of Omani SMEs

As the sultanate’s first Islamic
bank, Bank Nizwa has played a
pivotal role in creating a strong
Islamic finance ecosystem in the
country. Its wholesale banking
group, in particular, has achieved
significant milestones in the past
years and has been a vital con-
tributor to the bank’s success. 

Recognising the bank’s initia-
tives and the role its wholesale
banking group has played in ef-
fectively contributing to the eco-
nomic growth in the sultanate,
the Global Business Outlook
(GBO) awarded Bank Nizwa the
coveted title of the Best Whole-
sale Banking Service Provider –
Oman 2021. The winners of the
annual awards were announced
on GBO’s official website.

On receiving the award, 
R Narasimhan, GM Wholesale at
Bank Nizwa, said, “The Global
Business Outlook Awards seeks
to recognise and reward excel-
lence in businesses around the
world and we are extremely hon-
ored to have received this pres-
tigious award. Over the years,

Bank Nizwa has established its
leading position in the wholesale
banking segment with a strong
suite of innovative products, a
wide range of world-class serv-
ices and a keen emphasis on cus-
tomer satisfaction. At the same
time, we have been at the fore-
front of encouraging individuals
to opt for Islamic finance prod-
ucts while organising several

seminars to promote its benefits
amongst our clients. Today, we
are not only a bank for our cus-
tomers, we are their financial ad-
visors and partners.”

Aligning itself to the objec-
tives of Oman Vision 2040, Bank
Nizwa played an active role in
promoting government initia-
tives by offering Sharia’a-compli-
ant financing solutions as well as

by extending resources to sup-
port projects of national impor-
tance. Considering SMEs as the
engines of economic growth,
Bank Nizwa has been committed
to promoting its development by
offering tailor-made solutions to
SMEs. The bank’s notable in-
crease in its SME customer base
and business volume is a testa-
ment to the trust placed in the

bank’s services.
Narasimhan added, “To en-

able us to better serve our
wholesale banking customers,
our well-diversified portfolio has
been segmented into govern-
ment and public sector entities,
financial institutions and private-
sector clients. The Wholesale
Banking group at Bank Nizwa is
working on a Universal Banking
model approach which consists
of ten vertical business units.
Our main objective is to provide
a 360-degree solution to our
clients, offering them unparal-
leled services and contribute 
to the development of each 
sector while simultaneously 
also helping the bank achieve
steady growth.”

Observing utmost trans-
parency in all its proceedings 
and demonstrating the highest 
levels of operational efficiency,
Bank Nizwa’s wholesale banking
unit, in the last five years, has
achieved an average growth of
36 per cent in both asset 
and liabilities. 

Bank Nizwa recognised as Best Wholesale
Banking Service Provider – Oman 2021 

A’Saffa Foods signed a coopera-
tion agreement with the Saudi
Arabian firm Stallions United
Trading Company to export
A’Saffa high-quality products
and further processed products
to Saudi Arabia.

The signing ceremony was
held at the Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Fisheries, and Water Re-
sources (MAFWR), and was
attended by H E Dr Ahmed
Nasser al Bakri, Undersecretary

for Agriculture in MAFWR, and
H E Abdullah bin Saud al Anzi,
the Ambassador of the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia appointed to the
sultanate, together with several
other delegates.

The agreement was signed by
Eng Mohammed Suhail al Shan-
fari, chief executive officer of
A’Saffa Foods Company, and Dr
Essam Mohammed al Mouawad,
CEO of the Stallions United Trad-
ing Company. 

A’Saffa Foods signs
agreement to export
products to Saudi

INFINITI Oman’s value-added
service features on its website
(www.infiniti-oman.com) allows
customers to experience the car
purchase process from the 
comfort and safety of their 
home. Current and prospective
customers can now book a 
home test drive and reserve a
door-to-door pick and drop facil-
ity for service appointment. They
can also register for an appoint-
ment for online video consulta-
tion with a sales consultant and
make leasing enquiries through
the website. 

A senior spokesperson at IN-
FINITI Oman said, “Our cus-
tomers, both prospective and
existing customers have bene-
fited immensely from the value-
added service features on our
website. With COVID-19 cases
rising once again, this facility of-
fers convenience to customers.
Many customers wish to sched-

ule online test drives at a time
and place convenient to them.
Some of them want pick-up and
drop-off facility for service, while
others want to buy a car through
online video consultation. To
support our progressively digital
customers we are delighted to
allow customers to connect with
us from the comfort of their
home with just a few clicks. The
features on website have eased
out the buying procedure for IN-
FINITI customers by providing
them an exceptional ownership
experience.”

He added, “If customers don’t
want to come to the INFINITI
showroom for a test drive, we
can arrange to bring the vehicle
to their home. For online sales
consultation, we can arrange for
customers to receive a video call
with one of our sales representa-
tives at a time of their conven-
ience. The pick-up and drop-off

facility includes contactless de-
livery, vehicle sterilisation and
cashless payment. The leasing
quote service enables us to 
offer the best options for the 
customers. We truly look for-
ward to connecting with cus-
tomers through these additions

in our website.”

Book your home 
test drive
Customers can schedule a test
drive for an INFINITI vehicle from
the comforts of their home or of-
fice on the company’s official

website. Customers must fill
their preferred model and per-
sonal details such as name,
phone number and email ad-
dress. Once the booking of ap-
pointment is completed, the car
will be dropped off at a preferred
date and time. 

Online sales
consultant
To book an appointment for on-
line video sales consultation,
customers have to fill in details
such as preferred model, pre-
ferred date, name, phone num-
ber and email address on the
website where they also have the
option of leaving a message. 

Door-to-door service
Owners can get their INFINITI
picked up and dropped off for
service appointments from the
location of their choice. Cus-
tomers must share their model,
preferred date, name, phone
number and email address while
booking the facility on the web-
site. 

Leasing quote
For a leasing quotation, inter-
ested customers must enter 
their personal details and pre-

ferred time of leasing and the 
INFINITI team will get in touch
with details.

SBA commitment 
SBA is largely committed to sup-
porting INFINITI Oman’s growth
in the Sultanate through major
emphasis on customer satisfac-
tion and by providing world-class
after-sales services in Oman.
With a national network of more
than 40 showrooms, service
centers and parts outlets, SBA
has further built upon its legacy
of trust, excellent customer serv-
ice and providing value for
money to each of its customers.

About INFINITI
INFINITI Motor Company Ltd is
headquartered in Hong Kong
with representations in 50 
markets around the world. The
INFINITI brand was launched 
in 1989. 

INFINITI Oman’s website gives convenient buying experience from home
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DAILY CRoSSWoRD

GeMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21
No one is standing in your way anymore. It’s just you in charge of

your life, and it’s time you realised that you have more power

than ever. This could be a scary realization for you, but 

if you’re afraid of anything, it should be inaction. 

Push forward in at least one area of your life today. Make a

change that you never felt you could make before and 

you’ll get a taste of what’s possible.

taURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20
If it smacks of being cheap or shallow, you can’t tolerate it now,

and that goes double for people who aren’t spiritually inclined.

Your best bet is to surround yourself with those you know 

to be fond of intense, penetrating conversations. Don’t let

yourself settle for anyone’s company if they’re not willing 

to dive deep! Try to meditate and connect with your soul. 

You will feel at peace and relaxed.

TEST YOUR 
KNoWLedGe

answers:1.  a  2. d  3. b

CaNCeR JUNE 22-JULY 22
Get ready to raise some eyebrows! The intensity of your 

feelings will undoubtedly escape from your mouth (even if it’s a

big secret) as soon as anyone involved comes within 

shouting range. The good news is that whatever you say 

really needs to be said, so the ends definitely justify the 

means. When the issue arises, be brave, be blunt, and be as

gracious as possible.

Leo JULY 23-AUGUST 22
Just because there’s a wall in front of you doesn’t mean your

journey has ended! Hold on to your objectives and don’t give

in at the first sign of trouble. And don’t even think about

getting another person involved to help you out. Whatever

obstacles you encounter today will be fun and easy to

surmount. Have a good attitude, keep trying, and you’ll be

amazed by how quickly all those bricks come tumbling down.

LIBRa SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22
Your daily rituals take on an entirely new meaning now. You

enjoy every step you take, even those you’ve taken it a

thousand times before. You should also be enjoying each new

experience and learning new tricks. This might start out to be a

rather routine kind of day, but it certainly doesn’t have to end

up that way. The universe is smiling on you! You are going to

have a fabulous day full of excitement.

VIRGo AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22
Your curiosity runs high in all departments, which means 

you’re ready to start investigating those issues you’ve 

avoided lately, consciously or unconsciously. Curiosity has its

own reason for existence. In the meantime, get ready to ask

hard questions of yourself and others and to be surprisingly

satisfied with the answers. You’re ready to make changes, so

get to work! You have no time to waste.

SCoRpIo OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21
Take advantage of this great personal energy, no matter where

you happen to be or who you’re with. You can get busy doing

exactly what you want to do, even if that means you only take

one baby step today. It’s a start, and you’re at least on the right

track, which is more than many of us can say. Let your instincts

guide you. You are about to enter into a phase where you will

grow positive with each step you take.

SaGIttaRIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER21
Your emotions and your need to get things done are in 

perfect sync today, so there’s not a moment to waste. 

Get busy doing whatever you want or need to do, and take 

your future exactly where you want it to go. You know 

where you want to be tomorrow and thereafter, so 

what’s the holdup? Dig deep in your psyche, take time to see

what’s down there, and act on it.

aQUaRIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18
You may feel a small internal struggle taking place now. That

doesn’t mean it’s unpleasant, just that what you’re thinking may

be at odds with what you’re feeling or what you feel is

necessary. There’s just one thing to do: Let go and let the

universe take over. Your instinct is second to none, so you

should know when it’s safe to come out. All this uncertainty will

go away and you will soon feel relaxed.

CapRICoRN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
After days of mulling something over deeply, you’re finally 

ready to tell the world about it, and your timing is perfect. 

The universe is on your side and ready to assist in any way it

can. That means you should definitely start letting your people

in on the secret. It’s only fair! After all, you’d expect nothing 

less from them. You will free up mental capacity while 

building stronger relationships.

pISCeS FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20
Someone you may not have heard from in quite a while turns

out to be in the neighbourhood, and you should both be

delighted to bump into one another. Don’t hesitate to make the

first move. After all, good friends are hard to find, and this one

is probably no exception. And isn’t it wonderful to catchup and

go down the memory lane? If you feel the urge to hold out, just

be sure not to ignore the phone when it rings.

aRIeS MARCH 21-APRIL 19
Just this once, rather than argue about the final outcome, 

you’d much rather sit down and work things out peaceably. 

It’s not exactly what others expect from you, but it might 

work to your advantage. In fact, they probably think 

you’re being especially mellow because you’ve got this 

new tactic up your sleeve. Whatever helps you keep the 

peace is for the best, right?

YOUR daILY HOROSCOPE

1. The significance of peace is

denoted by which of the fol-

lowing symbol?

a. Olive branch

b. Green light

c. Lotus

d. Red flag

2. The Royal Swedish Academy

of Sciences, awards the Nobel

Prize in

a. physics

b. economics

c. chemistry

d. both (a) and (c)

3. The prize winning title of

Arundhati Roy for Booker’s

Prize in 1997 was

a. Amsterdam

b. The God of Small Things

c. Disgrace

d. Last Orders

LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 and

only one instance of each number

You have three minutes to find
all the words contained in this
word. 

Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don’t count

WoRd BUILdeR

do YoU SUdoKU?BoGGLeR

SU
d

o
K

U
 e

a
SY

 a
N

SW
eR

Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by
linking adjacent letters - to the left,
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal
to each other. The Boggles Classic
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words
are valued at one point for each
letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one
point, a four letter word is  worth
two points, and so on. Valid words
must be at least three letters long. 
Solution 20-25 words:
Excellent, 15-20 words: Very
good, 10-15 words: Good, 
5-10 words: Average

aCRoSS

1) “Gaping” gullet

4) Robin of “Lifestyles of

the Rich and Famous”

9) They measure up

14) Lennon’s 

mate

15) Pool problem

16) Slip the clutches of

17) “Neither” go-with

18) How to announce a

boxing match

20) Confuse

22) Eyelid protuberance

23) Makes impure

26) Detonate

30) Complied with 

commands

32) Two out of 100?

34) Paddle kin

36) Tied the knot again

38) Shelter for birds

39) Stalag inmates

41) Clear, as a cloudy

windshield

43) “Let it ride,” to a

proofer

44) Bumpy gait

45) Hindu dignitary

4 7) Govt. cosmetics

watchdog

48) Undresses

51) “Holy” Ohio town

53) Cleverly skillful

55) Italian seaport

58) Conspirators’ 

plan

60) Draw a conclusion

61) One way to keep up

67) .com relative

68) Just plain bad

69) Place to sweat

70) Cells for women only

71) Survived somehow

72) Fashioned into a

sphere

73) Top of many rating

scales

doWN

1) Single-celled organism

2) Battery post

3) Verbatim

4) Name-affixing tool

5) Right-angle pipe

6) Long __ and far away ...

7) Bird sounds

8) Tests for weight

9) Cylindrical and tapering

10) Vestment for a priest

11) Afghani coin, once

12) Tokyo, way back when

13) Mend with a needle

19) Court call, if tripled

21) “Ad” or “women’s” 

follower

24) Watched closely

25) Setting in “Les Miz”

27) Mythical monsters

28) “Eye for eye, tooth for

tooth, hand

for hand” go-with

29) Honored with a bash

31) Skim, as milk

3 3) _ new record

34) Makes a choice

35) Main blood vessel

37) Martial arts schools

40) Recipe directive

42) Elaborate party

46) Whirlybird landing

place

49) Easy out, often

50) Farm storage unit

52) Bookcase locale, 

perhaps

54) Human trunk

56) Chicken’s lack?

57) Nose or heart, e.g.

59) Old Russian ruler

61) Sink in the middle

62) Helium’s atomic 

number

63) Terrestrial amphibian

64) British saloon

65) Bathroom fixture

66) 67 degrees, 30 minutes

Note pad
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Baghdad, Iraq - Three tense
months after legislative elec-
tions, Iraq’s parliament has finally
held its inaugural session - but
opening debates swiftly de-
scended into furious arguments
between Shiite factions.

In multi-confessional and
multi-ethnic Iraq, the formation
of governments has involved
complex negotiations ever since
the 2003 US-led invasion top-
pled dictator Saddam Hussein.

Parliament only met for the
first time since the October 10
vote on Sunday, after Iraq’s top
court rejected a complaint of
electoral irregularities filed by
the Shiite and pro-Iran Hashed
al Shaabi, a former paramilitary
alliance.

Political analysts warn there
are still several hard steps ahead
before the formation of a new
government.

Iraq is trying to emerge from
almost two decades of conflict

but is mired in corruption, eco-
nomic crisis, and with threats of
violence lingering.

What sparked
anger at opening?
The newly-elected members of
parliament met for a swearing-in
ceremony and to elect their
speaker, but debate soon turned
ugly.

Videos filmed by MPs show-
ing lawmakers becoming ver-
bally aggressive with each other,
highlighting divisions between
Shiite groupings.

Iraq’s post-election period has
been marred by high tensions, vi-
olence and allegations of vote
fraud.

One of parliament’s first tasks
must be to elect the country’s
president, who will then name a
prime minister tasked with form-
ing a new government.

Shiite cleric Moqtada Sadr,
who once led an anti-US militia

and who opposes all foreign in-
terference, has repeatedly said
that the next prime minister will
be chosen by his movement.

It won the largest share with
73 out of the assembly’s 329
seats, more than a fifth of the
total.

But the Coordination Frame-
work, including pro-Iran groups
such as the Fatah (Conquest) Al-
liance, the political arm of the
pro-Tehran Hashed al Shaabi, in-
sist their coalition is bigger.

The Coordination Framework
claimed they can muster the
backing of 88 lawmakers to
make them the largest bloc.

That prompted fury from
Sadr’s movement. In the ensuing
chaos, MP Mahmud al-Mash-
hadani, the oldest member of
parliament who was therefore
chairing the opening session,
was taken ill.

One lawmaker alleged
Mashhadani was ‘attacked’,

state media said he fainted, and
he was rushed to hospital
where he was reportedly in a
stable condition.

When the parliamentary ses-
sion resumed an hour later, law-
makers re-elected as speaker
influential Sunni MP Mohammed
al Halbussi of the Taqadom
party.

Coordination Framework MPs
boycotted the vote.

Who will be
the next PM?
No single party holds an outright
majority, so the next leader will
be voted in by whichever coali-
tion can negotiate allies to be-
come the biggest bloc.

In previous parliaments, par-
ties from Iraq’s Shiite majority
have struck compromise deals
to work together and form a
government.

But Sadr has hinted he prefers
an alliance with Sunni groups in-

cluding Taqadom as well as the
Kurdistan Democratic Party
(KDP).

“In theory, they could push
through and have their president
elected and their prime minister
designated,” said political scien-
tist Hamza Haddad.

One leader in the Shiite Coor-
dination Framework, speaking on
condition of anonymity, admitted
that if Sadr presses ahead with a
coalition including Sunni parties
and the KDP, they will be able to
choose the government.

However, if Sadr works with
Shiite parties as in past parlia-
ments, then the Coordination
Framework ‘will have the upper
hand’, the leader added.

If the Coordination Frame-
work had a choice, a leading con-
tender would be ex-prime
minister Nuri al Maliki, a figure
close to Iran whose own group
won 33 seats.
AFP

Divisions within make forging
government a tough task in Iraq

Iraqi lawmakers attend the inaugural session of the parliament in Baghdad, three months after legislative elections, on Sunday (AFP)

New York, US - UN chief An-
tonio Guterres is ‘deeply con-
cerned’ over reports of a
deadly airstrike in Ethiopia’s
Tigray region, his spokesman
said on Monday, in the inter-
national body’s first comment
on an attack which rebels said
left 56 people dead.

The Tigray People’s Libera-
tion Front (TPLF) last week
claimed that dozens had been
killed in a drone strike on a
camp for civilians displaced by
the war in northern Ethiopia, in
an attack that prompted aid
agencies to suspend opera-
tions in the region.

Saturday’s raid came only
hours after the Ethiopian gov-
ernment had issued a call for
‘national reconciliation’, and
sparked renewed appeals
from an alarmed international
community for an end to the
conflict.

“The Secretary-General is
deeply saddened by reports
that more than 50 civilians
have been killed and injured in
an airstrike in northern
Ethiopia at midnight on 7 Jan-
uary,” Stephane Dujarric,
spokesman for the UN Secre-
tary-General, said in a state-
ment.

“The United Nations and its
humanitarian partners are
working with authorities to ur-
gently mobilise emergency as-
sistance in the area, despite
continuing challenges due to
severe shortages of fuel, cash
and supplies across Tigray,”
he added. 

“The Secretary-General is
deeply concerned about the
impact the conflict continues
to have on civilians in Ethiopia.
He expresses his deepest con-
dolences to the victims and
their families.”

AFP was not able to inde-
pendently verify the various
claims because access to the
region is restricted and it re-
mains under a communica-
tions blackout. 

Requests for comment
from Ethiopian government
officials went unanswered.

The attacks came just
days after UN officials re-
ported that another airstrike
in Tigray had killed three Er-
itrean refugees, including two
children.
AFP

UN head ‘saddened’
by reports of deadly
strike in Tigray

The Secretary
General is deeply
concerned about
the impact the
conflict continues
to have on
civilians. He
expresses his
deepest
condolences to the
victims and their
families
STEPHANE DUJARRIC

Dubai, UAE - The UN mission in
Yemen’s rebel-held port of
Hodeida expressed ‘great con-
cern’ on Tuesday over claims it
was being used for military pur-
poses and demanded access for
an inspection.

The United Nations Mission
to Support the Hodeida Agree-
ment said the port was vital for
the impoverished country, where
a seven-year war has pushed
millions to the brink of famine.

The Saudi-led coalition fight-
ing alongside government forces
accused the Iran-backed Huthi

rebels of militarising the Red Sea
ports and threatened to attack
them after the insurgents seized
a United Arab Emirates-flagged
ship last week.

‘UNMHA reminds the parties
that Hodeida ports are a crucial

lifeline for millions of Yemeni
people,’ it said in a statement.

The coalition says the
Rwabee was carrying medical
supplies but the Huthis insist it
was a military ship.

The hijacking on January 3

raised fears that the conflict
could spill over into the Red Sea,
a vital route for Gulf oil and cargo
shipments.

It could also have severe con-
sequences for Yemen, which the
UN says is facing the world’s
worst humanitarian crisis, if it
draws attacks on Hodeida.

‘UNMHA has requested as
part of its mandate to undertake
an inspection,’ the statement
said, adding that protecting the
ports was ‘in the interest of the
Yemeni people’.
AFP

Displaced Yemeni children attend a tent school in the

western province of Hodeidah, on Sunday (AFP)

UNMHA reminds the parties that
Hodeida ports are a crucial lifeline
for millions of Yemeni people. It has
requested as part of its mandate to
undertake an inspection
UN MISSION STATEMENT

New York, US - Poet and activist
Maya Angelou has become the
first Black woman to appear
on the US quarter, in a
new version of the coin
unveiled by the US
Mint on Monday.

Angelou, author
of I Know Why the
Caged Bird Sings,
will also be the first
figure commemo-
rated through the
American Women
Quarters Programme,
which was signed into
law in January 2021.

The US Mint ‘has begun ship-
ping the first coins’ with An-
gelou’s likeness on the American
quarter, a 25-cent piece, accord-
ing to a press release from the
agency.

“It is my honour to present our
nation’s first circulating coins
dedicated to celebrating Ameri-
can women and their contribu-
tions to American history,” said
Mint Deputy Director Ventris
Gibson.

“Each 2022 quarter is de-
signed to reflect the breadth
and depth of accomplishments
being celebrated throughout
this historic coin programme.
Maya Angelou, featured on the
reverse of this first coin in the
series, used words to inspire
and uplift.”

The programme directs the
US Mint to issue quarters each
year between 2022 and 2025
featuring five different female
trailblazers who have con-
tributed to the country.

Treasury Secretary Janet
Yellen said she was “proud that
these coins celebrate the con-
tributions of some of America’s
most remarkable women.”

“Each time we redesign our
currency, we have the chance to
say something about our country
- what we value, and how we’ve
progressed as a society,” she
said in a statement.

The quarter has for the last 90
years shown the nation’s first
president, George Washington,
on one side and an eagle on the
other.

The new quarters - which
have been minted in Philadelphia
and Denver - show Washington
on one side and Angelou on the
other.

The other figures set to ap-
pear on the coin in 2022 are:

Sally Ride, the first Ameri-
can woman in space,

Wilma Mankiller, the
first female principal
chief of the Chero-
kee Nation, Nina
Otero-Warren, a
New Mexico suf-
frage leader and
Anna May Wong, a

Chinese American
film star.

Angelou, who was
born in Missouri in 1928,

was an essayist and poet
who worked with Martin

Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X
during the Civil Rights Move-
ment.

Angelou, who delivered the
poem at former President Bill
Clinton’s first inauguration, died
in 2014.

Treasury Secretary Yellen has
also signaled support for recog-
nizing former slave and aboli-
tionist Harriet Tubman on US
currency.

Former president Barack
Obama launched a project to
put Tubman’s face on the
US$20 bill but it stalled under
the administration of Donald
Trump.

Putting Tubman, a Black
woman who escaped slavery
and became a leader of the pre-
Civil War abolitionist move-
ment, on the bill would be an
‘honour’ but designing ban-
knotes takes time, Yellen said in
September.
AFP

Poet Maya Angelou becomes first
Black woman to appear on US coin

UN voices ‘concern’ over key
Yemen port after military claim 

UN chief Antonio Guterres

A new version of the US quarter

honouring the poet (AFP)



Cape Town, South Africa - A
South African court charged a
man suspected of starting a
devastating fire that gutted
South Africa’s parliament with
terrorism, adding to robbery
and arson accusations, as he
made his second appearance
in court on Tuesday. 

Zandile Christmas Mafe
(49) was arrested around the
parliament complex after the
fire broke out on January 2 and
appeared in court three days
later.

He was initially charged
with breaking into parliament,
arson and intention to steal
property, including laptops,
crockery and documents, be-
fore the new terrorism charge
was added on Tuesday. 

A new charge said the ‘ac-
cused is guilty of the offence of
contravening the provisions
of... the protection of constitu-
tional democracy against ter-
rorist and related activities’,
according to a court docu-
ment.

The prosecution
spokesman Eric Ntabazalila
told reporters during a court
recess that “we have added a
sixth charge... the accused
detonated a device inside par-
liament”.

The blaze broke out in the
Cape Town complex before
dawn on January 2, spreading
to the National Assembly, the
roof of which collapsed.

Protesters outside the court
building demanded his release
saying he was a scapegoat.

Defence lawyer Dali Mpofu
said that Mafe was last week
‘taken for mental observation
on January 3’ and diagnosed
with ‘paranoid schizophrenia’.

Mpofu, one of South
Africa’s most famous lawyers,
who has defended some high-
profile figures, including for-
mer president Jacob Zuma, is
seeking bail for Mafe.

‘He is innocent’
In stark contrast to his first
court appearance where he

was bearded and dressed in a
grey shirt with knee-length
denim shorts, on Tuesday he
came in clean shaven in a light
blue shirt and a dark jacket.

Since his arrest, debate has
raged in South Africa over
whether Mafe, described in
the local media as homeless,
was responsible for setting the
building on fire.

A group of around 30 peo-
ple, picketed outside the Cape
Town magistrate court de-
manding Mafe be freed, bran-
dishing handwritten signs
such as ‘Free Mafe’, ‘He is in-

nocent’ and ‘He is not guilty’.
One homeless person re-

counted the events of the
night the fire started. 

He was sleeping on a street
near the parliament complex
and heard a sound like a car
collision. He later suspected
that was the break-in before
the fire started. 

A preliminary report by the
city of Cape Town last week
said the fire detection system
appeared ‘faulty’, that ‘sprin-
klers did not activate’ and that
they were last serviced in
2017, missing a February
2020 scheduled service.

It took scores of firefighters
more than two days to extin-
guish the blaze, which tore
through the wood-panelled
assembly chamber where par-
liamentary debates are held.
AFP

Mafe appears at the Court in Cape Town on Tuesday (AFP)
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Almaty, Kazakhstan - Kaza-
khstan’s President Kassym-Jo-
mart Tokayev issued rare
criticism of his long-ruling pred-
ecessor on Tuesday, and said he
expected Russian-led forces to
leave the troubled Central Asian
country in the next ten days.

The oil-rich country’s descent
into chaos has laid bare infight-
ing at the top of a government
once dominated by Tokayev’s
mentor, 81-year-old Nursultan
Nazarbayev. 

The older man retains the con-
stitutional status of ‘Leader of the
Nation’ despite stepping down
from the presidency in 2019. 

Addressing lawmakers in a
video conference broadcast live,
Tokayev fired an eyebrow-raising

broadside at Nazarbayev as the
post-Soviet country reels from
unprecedented violence that
began with peaceful protests
over an energy price hike.

Tokayev (68) said
Nazarbayev’s rule had created ‘a
layer of wealthy people, even by
international standards’.

“The time has come to pay
tribute to the people of Kaza-
khstan and help them on a sys-
tematic and regular basis,”
Tokayev added, noting that ‘very
profitable companies’ would be
asked to pay money into a state
fund.

“The current system is ori-
ented towards major structures
and is based on the principle:
‘everything for friends and laws

for everyone else’,” he said.
Both Kazakhstan and Russia

have framed last week’s unrest
that left dozens dead and almost
10,000 people arrested as a
coup attempt assisted by foreign
‘terrorists’, but have provided lit-
tle supporting evidence.

Phased withdrawal
Following a request from career
diplomat Tokayev, the Moscow-

led Collective Security Treaty
Organisation (CSTO) deployed
troops to bring about order and
shore up the authorities.

On Tuesday, Tokayev an-
nounced ‘a phased withdrawal’
would begin in two days and take
‘no more than ten days’.

“The main mission of the
CSTO peacekeeping forces has
been successfully completed,”
he said. The CSTO mission of

more than 2,000 troops was de-
ployed at the peak of the crisis,
after armed clashes between
government opponents and se-
curity forces and a looting spree
trashed parts of Almaty. 

The decision was a first for the
CSTO, often touted by Moscow
as a NATO equivalent but previ-
ously reluctant to interfere in un-
rest in Central Asia, a region with
long historical ties to Russia.

Concern has mounted that
Moscow could leverage the mis-
sion to entrench its influence in
Kazakhstan and US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken warned
that ‘once Russians are in your
house, it’s sometimes very diffi-
cult to get them to leave’.

First family thirst
Tokayev appeared to further bol-
ster his position by backing act-
ing prime minister Alikhan
Smailov to take on the job per-
manently on Tuesday - a nomi-
nation that won the unanimous
support of lawmakers.

Former national security com-
mittee chief Karim Masimov - a
key Nazarbayev ally viewed as
perpetuating the retired presi-
dent’s influence over the govern-
ment - was arrested on treason
charges on Saturday in connec-
tion with the unrest.

Even if Nazarbayev - the son
of shepherds who rose through
the communist party’s ranks - is
now being sidelined politically,
dislodging his family’s extensive
interests in Central Asia’s largest
economy may take time. 

In a significant move on
Tuesday, Tokayev announced
plans to bring an end to a widely
criticised private recycling mo-
nopoly linked to Nazarbayev’s
youngest daughter, Aliya
Nazarbayeva (41).
AFP

Taipei, Taiwan - Taiwan
grounded its F16 fleet as a search
was underway to locate a fighter
jet that plunged into the sea, the
air force said on Tuesday. 

The F-16V, one of Taiwan’s
most advanced fighter jets, dis-
appeared from radar screens
around half an hour after taking
off for a routine training flight
from a base in the city of Chiayi,
the air force said. 

The pilot was identified as 28-
year-old captain Chen Yi, who
joined the air force in 2020.

Taiwan’s national rescue cen-
tre reported that people saw the
jet ‘crashing into the sea’, which

the air force confirmed at a press
briefing.

The F-16V “rapidly fell into the
sea at a large angle and there’s
no sign that the pilot parachuted
out,” said air force inspector-
general, Major General Liu Hui-
chien, adding that all F-16
fighters had been grounded.

The incident came less than
two months after Taiwan com-
missioned its first squadron of
US-made F-16V fighters in an ef-
fort to upgrade its ageing fleet as
tensions with China spike. 

Beijing claims self-ruled Tai-
wan as part of its territory and
has vowed to take it one day, by

force if necessary.  
President Tsai Ing-wen has or-

dered an all-out rescue effort and
asked for clarity around the cause
of the incident, her office said. 

At least three helicopters and
five coastguard vessels had been
dispatched to find the jet.

“The air force and coastguard
are making our best efforts to
continue the rescue mission...
but it’s difficult at night with
choppy sea,” Liu said.

The F-16V is an upgraded and
much more sophisticated ver-
sion of the island’s other F-16
fighters, which date back to the
1990s.

Taiwan also has French-made
Mirage jets and its own war-
planes.

The air force has suffered a
string of fatal accidents in recent
years as it faces growing pres-
sure from China.

Last March, Taiwan grounded
all military aircraft after a pilot
was killed and another went
missing when their fighters col-
lided mid-air in the third fatal
crash in less than six months.

Eight senior officials, including
the chief of general staff, were
killed in a helicopter crash in Jan-
uary 2020.
AFP

Taiwan grounds F-16 fighters as search continues for downed jet 

This file photo shows Taiwan President Tsai Ing-wen gesturing from an upgraded US-made F-16 V fighter during

a ceremony at the Chiayi Air Force in southern Taiwan on November 18, 2021 (AFP ) 

President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev during a video conference with the European Council President Charles Michel in Brussels, on Monday (AFP)
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Kazakhstan President fires
rare criticism at predecessor

Brussels, Belgium - EU flags were
flown at half-mast in tribute to
European Parliament speaker
David Sassoli, who died on Tues-
day aged 65, as tributes flowed
in from leaders and officials from
around the 27-nation bloc and
beyond.

“Today is a sad day for Eu-
rope,” European Commission
chief Ursula von der Leyen said,
referring to the Italian former
journalist and longtime MEP
whose 2.5-year term presiding
over Europe’s legislature was to
end this month.

Sassoli died in the early hours
of Tuesday in the hospital where
he had been admitted on De-
cember 26 for what his
spokesman had said was ‘a seri-
ous complication due to a dys-
function of the immune system’.

“David Sassoli passed away at
1.15am (0015 GMT) on 11 Janu-
ary at the CRO in Aviano, Italy,
where he was hospitalised,” the
spokesman, Roberto Cuillo,
tweeted.

The parliament’s acting
speaker is now its highest-rank-
ing vice-president, Roberta Met-
sola, a Maltese politician who
was already tipped to succeed
Sassoli.

‘Passionate European’
The 705-seat European Parlia-
ment is one of the more impor-
tant of the EU’s main institutions. 

But the work of the European
Council, which represents the 27

member states’ governments,
and of the European Commis-
sion, which serves as the EU ex-
ecutive, is seen as more
influential outside Brussels.

Under the EU treaties, the of-
ficial seat of the parliament is in
the French city of Strasbourg, but
its MEPs spend most of their
time and do much of their work
in Brussels, where they have of-
fices and use another chamber.

While the members of the Eu-
ropean Parliament are elected
for five-year terms, the speaker
usually gets a mandate for half
that period under a power-shar-
ing arrangement between the
parliament’s biggest political
groups.

The current members took up
their mandates in July 2019.
AFP

EU flags at half-mast after death of parliament speaker

Parliament fire
suspect charged
with terrorism
in South Africa

Nazarbayev’s rule had created a
layer of wealthy people. The time has
come to pay tribute to the people of
Kazakhstan and help them on a
systematic and regular basis
KASSYM-JOMART TOKAYEV

This file photo (left) shows David Sassoli after being elected president of the European Parliament in Strasbourg

on July 3, 2019; Ursula von der Leyen (right) makes a statement on Sassoli’s death in Brussels on Tuesday (AFP)



Copenhagen, Denmark - More
than half of people in Europe
are projected to catch Omicron
in the next two months, the
WHO said on Tuesday, as mil-
lions in China faced fresh lock-
downs on the two-year
anniversary of the world’s first
COVID-19 death. 

The highly-transmissible
variant has ripped through
countries at breakneck pace,
forcing governments to impose
fresh measures and scramble to
roll out booster shots. 

Europe has been at the epi-
centre of alarming new out-
breaks - hospital admissions
and deaths are creeping up as
well - and the World Health Or-
ganization said on Tuesday
Omicron could infect half of all
people in the region at current
infection rates. 

“The Institute for Health
Metrics and Evaluation (IHME)
forecasts that more than 50 per
cent of the population in the re-
gion will be infected with Omi-
cron in the next six to eight
weeks,” said Hans Kluge, re-
gional director for WHO’s Euro-
pean office. 

The WHO’s European region
covers 53 countries and territo-
ries including several in Central
Asia, and Kluge said 50 of them
had Omicron cases. 

Kluge confirmed that Omi-
cron is more transmissible
than previous variants, but
stressed ‘approved vaccines
do continue to provide good
protection against severe dis-
ease and death, including for
Omicron’.

The warning bell came ex-
actly two years after the first
person died of a virus only later
identified as COVID - a 61-year-

old man in Wuhan, China,
where the virus was first de-
tected. 

Since January 11, 2020,
known fatalities in the pandemic
have soared to nearly 5.5mn.

China lockdown
China largely tamed its initial
outbreak with a mix of lock-
downs, border closures and
mass testing, but flare-ups in
some major cities are testing
that Zero COVID strategy just
weeks before the Beijing Winter
Olympics.

The city of Anyang in Henan
province on Monday night told

its 5mn residents to not leave
their homes or drive cars on the
roads, China’s official Xinhua

news agency said.
Last week, the 1mn people in

Yuzhou - also a city in Henan -

were told to stay at home. Xi’an,
home to 13mn people, is in its
third week of lockdown.

China reported 110 new local
virus cases on Tuesday, a tiny
figure compared with the hun-
dreds of thousands emerging
daily in global hotspots such as
the United States.

But they are a cause of alarm
for Chinese authorities as Bei-
jing prepares to host the Winter
Games, with the event already
expected to have tight coron-
avirus safety protocols.

Hong Kong, which has some
of the toughest coronavirus bor-
der restrictions in the world,

also ramped up its curbs on
Tuesday to fight an Omicron
outbreak, shutting kinder-
gartens and primary schools
until early February.

The same day, Japan ex-
tended until the end of next
month a strict COVID border
policy that bars almost all new
foreign arrivals.

Japanese authorities also an-
nounced the reopening of mass
vaccination centres as they fight
an Omicron-fuelled surge.

‘Pretty angry’
Health experts maintain vac-
cines are among the most po-

tent tools available against the
pandemic.

But the deep scepticism and
often violent opposition to jabs
in many countries dramatically
came into focus last week when
Australia cancelled the visa of
the world’s top men’s tennis
player over COVID-19 shot re-
quirements.

The unjabbed, vaccine-scep-
tic Novak Djokovic won a legal
challenge against the govern-
ment on Monday, however, and
is looking to defend his Aus-
tralian Open title despite an
outpouring of anger in the coun-
try over his exemption.

“I can imagine some people
will be pretty angry about it,”
said 22-year-old fan Harrison
Denicolo, who felt Djokovic
should be allowed to play.

In Italy, however, Prime Min-
ister Mario Draghi urged people
to get shots as new restrictions
came into force on Monday,
barring the unvaccinated from a
large number of public transport
and venues such as restaurants,
gyms and cinemas.

“Most of the problems we
are facing today depend on the
fact that there are unvaccinated
people,” he said.

The known COVID-19 death
toll in Poland, where the gov-
ernment has also urged people
to get vaccinated, crossed
100,000, Italy’s Health Minis-
ter Adam Niedzielski said on
Tuesday.

France on Monday said
COVID-19 rules would be
eased for schools as record-
high case numbers shut down
thousands of classes and
sparked concern among par-
ents and teachers.
AFP

Pupils take their swab samples for a rapid test as they attend their first lesson after Christmas holidays amid the pandemic, at the Freiherr-vom-

Stein secondary school in Bonn, western Germany, on Monday (AFP)

London, UK - British Prime Min-
ister Boris Johnson was em-
broiled on Tuesday in another
scandal over his government’s
alleged lockdown breaches, as
police said they were investigat-
ing a Downing Street gathering
to which over 100 people were
invited.

In the latest in a string of
such accusations, Johnson and
others allegedly held a drinks
party in the garden of his official
residence in May 2020 when
socialising was outlawed.

An email leaked late on
Monday indicated that Martin
Reynolds, a senior civil servant,
invited more than 100 Downing
Street colleagues to ‘bring your

own booze’ to the event, which
Johnson and his wife Carrie al-
legedly attended.

The potentially highly dam-
aging revelations follow a series
of similar claims which emerged
last month about Downing
Street parties held during later
lockdowns in the run-up to
Christmas in 2020.

They prompted Johnson to
appoint another senior civil ser-
vant, Sue Gray, to investigate
and she is now expected to ex-
pand her probe to cover the
new allegations.

Meanwhile in a statement
late on Monday, London police
said they were also making en-
quiries over potential breaches

of the lockdown laws in relation
to the May gathering.  

“The Metropolitan Police
Service is aware of widespread
reporting relating to alleged

breaches of the Health Protec-
tion Regulations at Downing
Street on May 20, 2020 and is
in contact with the Cabinet Of-
fice," the force said.

‘Socially
distanced drinks’
Johnson has previously denied
knowledge that any rules were
broken in Downing Street dur-
ing the pandemic, as he faced
weeks of excoriating headlines
over the previous allegations
before Christmas. But the latest
accusations appear to directly
contradict those claims. 

In the May 2020 email sent
by Reynolds, he wrote: ‘After
what has been an incredibly
busy period it would be nice to
make the most of the lovely
weather and have some socially
distanced drinks in the No10
garden this evening.’
AFP

UK’s Johnson faces fresh scandal over lockdown party breach

Boris Johnson speaks during a virtual press conference to update

Britain’s status of the pandemic, in the Downing Street last week (AFP)
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The Institute for
Health Metrics and
Evaluation (IHME)
forecasts that
more than 50 per
cent of the
population in the
region (Europe)
will be infected
with Omicron in
the next six to
eight weeks
HANS KLUGE

Half of Europe on track to catch Omicron
as millions face fresh lockdowns in China

Paris, France - Unequal access
to COVID-19 vaccines is
widening the gap between rich
countries and the developing
world, threatening the cooper-
ation needed to tackle com-
mon challenges such as
climate change, the World
Economic Forum warned on
Tuesday.

In its annual Global Risks Re-
port, the Swiss foundation be-
hind the annual Davos
gathering of the rich and pow-
erful warned that vaccine haves
and have-nots were increas-
ingly on divergent paths.

‘A greater prevalence of
COVID-19 in low-vaccination
countries than in high-vaccina-
tion ones will weigh on worker

availability and productivity,
disrupt supply chains and
weaken consumption,’ the 17th
edition of the report, which sur-
veys global experts, warned.

‘Moreover, a lower post-
pandemic risk appetite in the
vaccinated world - comprised
mostly of advanced economies
- could weaken their invest-
ment in the non-vaccinated
world,’ it added.

According to the World
Health Organization, 98 coun-
tries are yet to vaccinate 40 per
cent of their population - a stark
contrast with the situation in
many Western countries, where
vaccination rates hover around
the 70-80 per cent mark.
AFP

‘Vaccine access must to tackle climate change’
Dubai, UAE - The United
Arab Emirates has threat-
ened to jail people who make
fun of its anti-COVID meas-
ures after mocking photos
and videos appeared online.

Federal prosecutors said
social media users could be
punished under new laws
which allow at least two
years’ jail and AED200,000
fines for sharing misleading

information.
The warning followed ‘the

recent circulation of photos
and videos on social media...
accompanied by comments
and songs mocking the pre-
cautionary measures and
calling on others to flout
them’, said a Federal Emer-
gency Crisis and Disasters
Prosecution statement.
AFP

UAE to jail anyone mocking
precautionary measures

Warsaw, Poland - More
than 100,000 people have
died in from COVID-19 in
Poland, the government said
on Tuesday, with the mor-
tality rate rising to one of the
world’s highest.

“It’s another sad day but
particularly so today because
we have crossed the thresh-
old of 100,000 deaths,”
Health Minister Adam

Niedzielski told news channel
TVN24.

The Health Ministry said
493 people had died in the
last 24 hours, bringing the
total to 100,254 deaths since
the start of the pandemic.

The ministry said there
were also more than 18,000
people currently in hospital in
the country of 38mn.
AFP

Poland records 100,000
virus-linked deaths 

Sofia, Bulgaria - Bulgarian
Prime Minister Kiril Petkov,
President Rumen Radev and
other officials went into quar-
antine on Tuesday after being
in contact with the parlia-
mentary speaker, who tested
positive for COVID-19.

Bulgaria has the lowest
vaccination rate in the Euro-

pean Union, with experts
blaming low trust in the au-
thorities and widespread
conspiracy theories.

“Prime Minister Kiril
Petkov is self-isolating ... he
continues to work remotely,”
the government press service
said.
AFP

Bulgarian leaders go into
quarantine after contact 

A resident gets his nucleic acid test done in Huaxian county, Anyang

city, in China’s central Henan province on Saturday (AFP)

A man tends to chicken in one of the classrooms of a school following the closure of learning institutions in

Uganda. According to WHO, 98 countries are yet to vaccinate 40 per cent of their population (AFP)
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Paris, France - Having entered
France’s presidential race full of
sound and fury, far-right TV
pundit Eric Zemmour risks see-
ing his campaign amount to
nothing because of a widely
contested clause of electoral
law. 

Like all candidates in the race,
Zemmour needs to muster 500
endorsements from elected fig-
ures around the country by the
middle of March in order to
have his name on the ballot
paper for the polls in April.

His dramatic entrance into
front-line politics after a career
spent in the media sent waves
through the French ruling class
in September, making him
briefly the most talked-about
challenger to President Em-
manuel Macron.

But the anti-Islam populist
has admitted he risks being ex-
cluded unless more mayors and
other elected figures agree to
back him under a system he has
denounced as discriminating
against political outsiders.

“The endorsement system is
there to prevent far-fetched
candidates from running,” Zem-
mour said on Monday. “It’s not
there to enable established par-
ties to monopolise the election
and block rivals.”

He said that he had secured
only 300-350 pledges so far,
but stressed that these are ‘at
the moment only promises’,
suggesting some of them will
not materialise.

Securing 500 signatures

from a pool of 42,000 elected
French figures that includes
mayors, MPs and local council-
lors sounds an easy task, but

other veteran candidates are
also reporting difficulties.

These include longstanding
far-right leader Marine Le Pen,

who has an established grass-
roots party unlike Zemmour,
and hard-left leader and MP
Jean-Luc Melenchon, who
heads the France Unbowed
movement. 

‘Real problem’
A large part of the explanation is
that, since a reform under for-
mer President Francois Hol-
lande in 2016, endorsements
are now made public.

This means many mayors are
reluctant to back controversial
and divisive figures such as
Zemmour, who has two hate
crime convictions, because they
fear pushback from their local
communities.

Others fret about backing
someone from outside their
party, which might cause them
problems with their own politi-
cal family - something they
could avoid under the previously

anonymised system.
Stephane Zumsteeg, a politi-

cal analyst at the Ipsos polling
firm, said that ‘creating sus-
pense’ about the endorsement
system was an ‘old classic’ in
French politics, used repeatedly
by Le Pen and her father Jean-
Marie in the past.

“It keeps them in the public
eye and enables them to pres-
ent themselves as victims of the
system,” he told AFP.

“That said, in the particular
case of Eric Zemmour, there’s a
real problem, unless he is given
help,” he added. “Fewer and
fewer mayors are agreeing to
endorse candidates.” 

Interior Minister Gerald Dar-
manin ruled out any change to
the law on Tuesday, saying “you
don’t change the rules a few
days before the match.”

Helping hand?
Le Pen, who has most to lose
from a Zemmour candidacy, has
said in private that she believes
her 63-year-old rival will not go
the full distance and compete in
the two-round election which
begins on April 10.

Beyond the short-term chal-
lenge of gathering endorse-
ments, surveys of voters
currently put the best-selling
author and commentator be-
hind Macron, Le Pen and right-
winger Valerie Pecresse in
fourth, with about 13 per cent.

He is also trending down-
wards, polls show, having been
pictured giving the middle-fin-

ger to a protester in December
and seeing his first major politi-
cal rally overshadowed by a
brawl involving a far-right gang.

His lack of momentum has
made it difficult to lure big-name
talent to his team, although the
defection of the former number
two in the mainstream right-
wing Republicans party, Guil-
laume Peltier, represented a
small victory at the weekend.

If he were to pull out, analysts
wonder who would benefit most
on the right: Pecresse from the
Republicans, who is running a
campaign focused on law and
order, or Le Pen?

“It’s difficult to say categori-
cally,” said Zumsteeg. “Roughly,
you could imagine it splitting
with two-thirds of votes going to
Le Pen and a third to Pecresse.”

As a result, many observers
suspect Pecresse’s deep-rooted
Republicans party might lend a
helping hand to Zemmour be-
hind the scenes to keep him in
the race in order to draw votes
away from Le Pen.

Macron remains the
favourite overall, polls show.

Zemmour sounded resolute
and confident on Monday as he
addressed a New Year’s press
conference - which consisted of
a diatribe against the ‘politically
correct’ media which he said the
public was ‘right to be angry at’.
“In exactly a year, I will invite
you to the presidential palace
and our relationship will not be
the same,” he said. 
AFP
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Eric Zemmour (left) greets supporters during a political meeting at Les Sables d’Olonne, Western France, on Saturday (AFP)

French far-right Zemmour struggling before vote

Madrid, Spain - Debate over the
environmental impact of Spain’s
huge factory farming sector is
heating up in the country, Eu-
rope’s biggest meat consumer,
and splitting its ruling coalition.

In an interview published in
British daily The Guardian, Con-
sumer Affairs Minister Alberto
Garzon lashed out against
Spain’s ‘so-called mega-farms’,
calling them unsustainable.

“They find a village in a de-
populated bit of Spain and put in
4,000, or 5,000, or 10,000 head
of cattle,” he said. 

“They pollute the soil, they
pollute the water and then they
export this poor quality meat
from these ill-treated animals.”

Garzon is the coordinator of
the tiny United Left party, a junior
member of the minority coalition
government led by Socialist
Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez,
and his comments angered
farmers. “There are no mis-
treated animals in Spain, minis-
ter,” the UPA union, which
represents small producers, said
in a statement.

It said Garzon’s statements
were ‘based on falsehoods,
clumsy, nearsighted and could
have harmful effects on Spanish
meat exports’.

Pablo Casado, the leader of
the conservative main opposition
Popular Party (PP) which is
strong in some rural areas, also
weighed in, calling Garzon’s
words ‘an attack against ranch-
ers and farmers and the image of

our country’.
Government spokeswoman

Isabel Rodriguez said Garzon
was speaking in a personal ca-
pacity. She added that the gov-
ernment “supports the livestock
sector, which contributes deci-

sively to our exports.”
The debate risks deepening

the divide between the Socialists
and left-wing coalition partner
Podemos ahead of an election in
the Castile and Leon region north
of Madrid as the PP rides high in

the polls.

‘Bigger and bigger’
Garzon had already come under
fire in July for urging Spaniards to
reduce their meat consumption,
prompting Sanchez to say that

for him ‘there’s nothing that
beats a well done steak’.

For Salvador Calvet, a Univer-
sity of Valencia professor who
studies the sector, the outcry
over Garzon’s comments is due
to the cultural and economic
weight of livestock farming,
which provides a living for ‘many
families’.

It is responsible for some
2.5mn jobs in the country and
accounts for €9bn (US$10bn ap-
prox) in annual exports, accord-
ing to the United Nations’ Food
and Agriculture Organization
(FAO). 

And it is booming. Meat pro-
duction has increased ten-fold in
Spain over the past 60 years, a
larger increase than in most
other European nations, accord-
ing to a University of Oxford
database.

Although there are fewer
farms, their size is getting ‘bigger
and bigger’, said Calvet.

The growth of the sector is fu-
elled by external demand, espe-
cially from China, as well as
within Spain, where ham, chorizo
sausages and other animal prod-
ucts are a key part of many peo-
ple’s diet.

Each Spaniard eats an average
of 98.8kg of meat per year, com-

pared to the worldwide average
of 42kg, according to FAO fig-
ures.

That makes Spain Europe’s
biggest meat consumer, ahead of
Portugal at 98.7kg and Poland at
88.5kg.

‘Legitimate debate’
This level of consumption
amounts to more than 270
grams per day, ‘when interna-
tional scientific recommenda-
tions recommend 300 grams of
consumption per week’, environ-
mental group Greenpeace said in
a statement.

It warned that the conse-
quences of this overconsump-
tion are ‘devastating’.

Greenpeace was one of sev-
eral environmental groups which
backed Garzon, who has also
come under fire for banning ad-
verts for sugary foods aimed at
children and a crackdown on the
betting industry.

‘There is a legitimate debate’
over the environmental impact of
livestock breeding but the reality
is ‘complex and nuanced’, said
Calvet. Breeders have ‘improved’
their practices in recent years but
they could still do more, he
added.
AFP

Too much meat? Spain factory farming debate creates beef

They find a 
depopulated bit
of Spain and put
in 4,000, or
5,000, or 10,000
head of cattle.
They pollute the
soil, they pollute
the water and
then they export
this poor quality
meat from these
ill-treated
animals
ALBERTO GARZON

This file photo shows activists with placards reading ‘meat is the first cause of climate change’, during a protest

called by animal rights organisation AnimaNaturalis, in Madrid on December 1 last year (AFP)

The endorsement system is there to
prevent far-fetched candidates from
running. It’s not there to enable
established parties to monopolise
the election and block rivals
ERIC ZEMMOUR



H u n c h i n g
over her
w o r k ,
M a r i s s a
s h e l l s
p e a n u t s

under a blazing sun, sweat drip-
ping down her face.

Growing peanuts is a main-
stay activity in the Paoua region
in the Central African Republic,
about 500km northwest of the
capital Bangui.

But for many growers, life is a
daily battle.

First, they have to coax the
plants from the ground, harvest
the nuts and shell them. 

And then they have to survive
theft, extortion or worse, in a re-
gion where rebels and pro-gov-
ernment forces are at war.

The town of Paoua is regu-
larly targeted by armed groups,
notably the powerful 3R move-
ment (Return, Reclaim, Reha-
bilitation), among several in
the region that are seeking to
control the peanut business.

The rebels that have rav-
aged the deeply poor, land-
locked country for years have
adopted guerrilla tactics after
being driven back from large
towns.

For the past several months,
they have been planting explo-
sive devices along the main
roads to delay the advance of
pro-government forces.

“There are too many threats
and thefts,” says Celestine In-
foro (33), shelling peanuts along
with Marissa and a dozen others
on the outskirts of Paoua. 

“We had to sell our produc-
tion very quickly and at a low
price.”

The women separate the nuts'
fine skins by pouring them onto
the ground from shoulder height.

Inforo and her co-workers
each fill several sacks in a few
hours, then a pair of oxen haul
the day's production to a secure
storeroom loaned by the Oxfam
non-governmental organisation.

Outside the storeroom, each
bag is weighed and recorded at
between 35 and 45 kilograms. 

In the town, a sack of shelled
nuts fetches around 10,000 CFA
francs (US$17 approx).

This is a far cry from the
prices in distant Bangui, where a
sack can sell for between
20,000 and 30,000 CFA francs,
says Jean-Paul Ndopaye, presi-
dent of the Paoua Rice Growers
Union. 

Production greatly exceeds
demand in the region, bringing
down prices. The impact is dra-
matic in a town of some 40,000,
since ‘80 per cent of the popula-
tion of Paoua has an activity re-
lated to peanuts’, according to

Noel Zingani, head of the local
Oxfam office.

When low prices affect the
entire industry in Paoua, Marissa
barely gets 250 CFA francs,
around 43 cents, for each bag
she fills.

Unprecedented
malnutrition
The CAR is one of the poorest
countries in the world, in the grip
of a civil war since 2013. The
conflict has diminished in inten-
sity in recent years, but it flared
up again during the last presi-
dential election a year ago.

In the greater Ouham-Pende
region, the World Food Pro-
gramme (WFP) says malnutri-
tion is at unprecedented levels,
measured on the Integrated

Food Security Phase Classifica-
tion (IPC).

“Sixty-one per cent of the
population is in phase 3 of crisis
and in phase 4 of food emer-
gency,” states Mahoua
Coulibaly, local manager of the
UN agency.

In the shade of a mango tree,
three women turn peanuts into
oil, butter and ‘kuli-kuli’ sticks,
which have a high nutritional
content thanks to the natural
proteins and fibres.

Marie roasts the nuts, stirring
them while taking care not to
burn herself. Kneeling beside
her, Lena kneads peanut butter
on a wooden board.

“Extracting oil with this
method is physically exhausting,
it can take hours,” says Moussa
Issoufou, Oxfam’s food security

manager.
“We must find modern

equipment to facilitate their
work,” he adds, convinced
that this is the only way for
the women to earn more

from their labour.
“The problem is processing.

This is what must be invested in
for the wellbeing of the popula-
tion, but for the moment the
funds are lacking,” Coulibaly
says.
AFP
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The�wretched�life�of�C.�Africa's�peanut�growers�

Women threshes peanuts as part of the transformation process in Paoua (AFP) A woman is torrefying peanuts in Paoua, Central African Republic  (AFP) The majority of the local population depends on peanut farming for survival (AFP)

This file photo shows a man dehulling peanuts as part of the artisanal transformation process in Paoua, northwestern Central African Republic, on December 1, last year (AFP)
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Paoua�has�an�activity
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AFRICA CUP OF NATIONS 
Douala, Cameroon - Algeria
began their defence of the
Africa Cup of Nations title with
an underwhelming 0-0 draw
against Sierra Leone in Douala
on Tuesday, as Riyad Mahrez’s
side struggled to break down
one of the tournament’s rank
outsiders.

Qatar-based winger Yacine
Brahimi missed the holders’
best chance early in the second
half, when he found himself
with just the goalkeeper to beat,

only for Mohamed Kamara 
to hold his shot at the second
attempt.

The draw allows Algeria to ex-
tend their remarkable unbeaten
run in competitive action to 35
games, but it also means their
chief Group E rivals Ivory Coast
can seize the initiative by beating
Equatorial Guinea at the same
venue on Wednesday.

The heat and humidity of a
mid-afternoon kick-off at the
Japoma Stadium in Cameroon’s
economic capital undoubtedly

didn’t help, but Sierra Leone de-
serve enormous credit for their
display in their first appearance
at the Cup of Nations finals in 25
years.

Ranked 108th in the world,
they were bolstered by the pres-
ence of former England interna-
tional Steven Caulker in central
defence, while China-based Mo-
hamed Buya Turay was lively on
the left wing.

They can be hopeful of build-
ing on this result to advance to
the last 16, with the best third-

placed sides progressing from
the group stage in what is now a
24-team competition. 

John Keister’s team were
backed by a vociferous support
inside the stadium, although the
overall attendance in the
50,000-seat ground may barely
have reached four figures.

Alhaji Kamara, who plays for
Danish side Randers, came close
with an early snapshot for Sierra
Leone, while Turay also tested
Rais M’Bolhi in the first half.

Kamara then had an effort dis-

allowed for offside after the
break before Brahimi's gilt-edged
miss at the other end.

With Mahrez lacking inspira-
tion, it was left to West Ham
United’s Said Benrahma to drag
a shot wide late on, shortly after
coming off the bench, while
Ramy Bensebaini was also de-
nied by Kamara at the death.

Algeria, who defeated Senegal
in the 2019 final, face Equatorial
Guinea in their next game on
Sunday.
AFP

Reigning champions
Algeria held by Sierra
Leone in AFCON opener 

London, UK - Liverpool forward
Mohamed Salah says he is not
asking for ‘crazy stuff’ in any new
contract he signs with the Pre-
mier League club but wants the
deal to reflect his huge contribu-
tion at Anfield.

The Egypt international has
fewer than 18 months remaining
on his current deal and has reit-
erated whether he stays or goes
remains in the hands of Liver-
pool.

Reports have suggested that
Salah, who has won the Champi-
ons League and Premier League
with Liverpool, is looking for a
weekly salary of more than
£300,000 ($408,000).

That would smash the Reds’
wage structure and would repre-
sent a significant policy change
by the club, with the owners re-
luctant to hand out lucrative con-
tracts to players once they reach
30, which Salah does in June.

Salah, who has scored 111
goals in 165 Premier League
matches for Liverpool, and is on
track for a third Golden Boot in
five years, said he wanted to be
appreciated.

“I want to stay, but it’s not in
my hands. It’s in their hands.
They know what I want. I’m not

asking for crazy stuff,” Salah told
GQ magazine.

“The thing is when you ask for
something and they show you
they can give you something
(they should) because they ap-
preciate what you did for the
club.

“I’ve been here for my fifth
year now. I know the club very
well. I love the fans. The fans love
me. But with the administration,
they have (been) told the situa-
tion. It's in their hands.”

Salah, currently playing for
Egypt at the Africa Cup of Na-
tions, has made the three-man
shortlist, along with Bayern Mu-
nich’s Robert Lewandowski and
Paris Saint-Germain’s Lionel
Messi, for FIFA’s best men’s
player of 2021.

He finished seventh in the
race for last year’s Ballon d’Or,
but the Egyptian’s ambition is to
be the best in the world.

“I can’t really lie and say hon-
estly I didn’t think about it,” he
said. 

“No, I think about it. I want to
be the best player in the world.

“But I will have a good life
even if I don’t win. My life is OK,
everything is fine.”
AFP

A file photo of Liverpool's Egyptian midfielder Mohamed Salah (AFP)

Algeria’s forward Baghdad Bounedjah kicks the ball next to Sierra Leone’s defender Umaru Bangura (right) during the Group E Africa Cup of Nations match, in Douala on Tuesday (AFP)

DAKAR RALLY
Wadi ad Dawasir, Saudi Arabia
- South African Giniel de Villiers
won the Dakar Rally ninth stage
on Tuesday as Nasser al Attiyah
moved closer to clinching his
fourth title.

The 51-year-old Qatari had
seen Sebastien Loeb nibble away
at his extensive lead over the
past couple of days.

But with Friday’s finish in Jed-
dah looming France's serial
world rally champion has a
39min 05sec deficit to make up
on Attiyah.

Saudi driver Yazeed al Rahji is
almost an hour adrift after this

287km stage around Wadi ad
Dawasir.

After a hassle-free day behind

the wheel of his Toyota, third-
placed Attiyah said, “It’s not easy
but we are happy to be coming

close to the finish.”
“We have a good lead,” added

the Dakar veteran whose previ-
ous wins came in 2011 for Volk-
swagen, 2015 for Mini and three
years ago for his current team.

Loeb’s only hope now of
emerging victorious appears to
rest on mechanical misfortune
befalling Attiyah and Matthieu
Baumel, his trusty French co-dri-
ver since 2015.

De Villiers nipped home nine
seconds clear on the day from his
fellow South African Henk Late-
gan to take his total of stage wins
in the Dakar to 18.

The 49-year-old 2009 cham-

pion said it was a mystery to him
how he and his car traditionally
gets better as the event pro-
gresses. “I must say, the first
week was not ideal,” he said.

“It was very stressful and
mentally very, very tiring.

“Definitely something I would
not like to go through again, but
that’s behind us now.

“I don't know why we often
win at the end.

“It would be nice to win at the
beginning as well, but we seem
to do well the longer the rally
goes on, so maybe the rally
needs to be three weeks!”
AFP

Salah says he is
not asking for
‘crazy stuff’ in 
Liverpool deal

Attiyah closes in on Dakar crown after De Villiers stage win 

Giniel De Villiers and his co-driver Dennis Murphy compete during the

Stage 9 of the Dakar 2022 around Wadi ad Dawasir, on Tuesday (AFP)
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Paris, France - Maserati is to
return to single seater car
championships for the first
time since Juan-Manuel Fan-
gio won the 1957 Formula One
title in the 2023 Formula E
competition, the Italian mar-
que announced on Tuesday.

Maserati’s decision is a
boost to the championship -
first run in 2014 - with last
year’s title-winning outfit Mer-
cedes EQ announcing they are
quitting the championship at
the end of 2022.

Mercedes’ fellow German

constructors Audi and BMW
left in 2021.

‘We are very proud to be
back where we belong as pro-
tagonists in the world of rac-
ing,’ said Maserati CEO Davide
Grasso in a statement. ‘We
have a long history of world-
class excellence in competi-
tion, and we are ready to drive
performance in the future.’

The 2022 season consists
of 16 races beginning at the
end of January in Diriyah,
Saudi Arabia.
AFP

Maserati evoke memories of
Fangio in entering Formula E

FOOTBALL ROUND-UP



BangLadESh VS n ZEaLand
Christchurch, New Zealand -
New Zealand gave Ross Taylor a
memorable farewell from Test
cricket with an innings-and-117-
run win against Bangladesh in
Christchurch inside three days. 

That helped the home side
square the series after they had
lost the first Test by eight wick-
ets. Taylor, with his family in at-
tendance at Hagley Oval, took
the last wicket of the Test when
Tom Latham held his sixth catch
of the match, from a miscued
slog by Ebadot Hossain.

Bangladesh were bowled out
for 278 in their second innings
after following on, with four
wickets for Kyle Jamieson and
three for Neil Wagner. But it was
Litton Das’ counter-attack in the
third session, which gave him his
second Test hundred, that was
one of the highlights of the day.

Not that Bangladesh ever re-
ally looked like they would make
New Zealand bat again, as the
next best individual score for
them was Nurul Hasan’s 36, and
the best partnership the 101 Lit-
ton and Nurul put up for the sixth
wicket.

Bangladesh were quite a way
from even dreaming of replicat-
ing their win in the Mount Maun-
ganui Test last week.

Nonetheless, they will go back
home proud of the result - a 1-1
draw topped everything they had
done in the country previously.

The fight was on show after
tea on Tuesday. Litton, who took
46 balls to score his first bound-
ary, had reached 33 off 64 balls
when he changed the mood. He
struck 17 runs off Jamieson in the
59th over, hitting him for two
fours and an upper-cut six. Both

fours were pulled, dissecting a
packed on-side field. He then
struck four boundaries off Trent
Boult with some delightful shots. 

After getting to his half-cen-
tury off a guided four through
point, he drove Boult through
mid-off, cover and straight down
the ground, arguably his best
shot of the innings.

Litton had taken 35 runs off 12
balls in that period, and the sixth-

wicket partnership had crossed
the 100 mark. Nurul only needed
to hold one end up. Instead, he
holed out to mid-off where Wag-
ner took a diving catch to his left.

Mehidy Hasan Miraz followed
after seven overs, when Latham
took his fifth catch in the slips in
the Test, off Jamieson. Litton,
however, continued towards his
second Test hundred, hammer-
ing Wagner with the last of his

pulled fours. He then swatted
Wagner over the covers, soon
after Wagner had a few words to
say to him.

Another ramped four and a
quickly run two, off Jamieson,
took Litton to the three-figure
mark. He saluted his dressing
room a la Ebadot in celebration.
Jamieson, however, got Litton in
the end, getting one to slip past
his straight bat, to get him lbw.

Jamieson added a fourth when
Tim Southee ran back from mid-
on to complete Shoriful Islam’s
catch.

Having followed-on 395 runs
behind, Bangladesh had started
their second innings very cau-
tiously. The openers Shadman
Islam and Mohammad Naim left
more deliveries than they played
against the new ball. But after 55
minutes, Shadman was caught
down the leg side off Jamieson.

Najmul Hossain Shanto spent
an eventful hour at the crease
after that, hitting Wagner for
three fours and a six. Debutant
Naim's vigil of two hours and 40
minutes ended when Latham
took a brilliant catch diving to his
left at second slip. 

Southee had Mominul Haque
caught at first slip, giving Taylor
his 163rd catch in Test cricket.
Yasir Ali was targeted with the
short ball in his nine-ball stay, fi-
nally ending when he got into a
tangle against Wagner.
Cricinfo

Cape Town, South Africa - Indian
captain Virat Kohli made a res-
olute 79 but bowlers dominated
the first day of the series-decid-
ing third Test against South
Africa at Newlands on Tuesday.

India were bowled out for 223
but hit back when Jasprit Bumrah
claimed the wicket of South
African captain Dean Elgar
shortly before the close. South
Africa finished the day on 17 for
one.

The Indian batsmen struggled
after Kohli won the toss and de-
cided to bat under an overcast
sky on a well-grassed pitch
which offered seam movement
for the South African fast
bowlers.

Kagiso Rabada, playing in his
50th Test, took four for 73 and
eventually won an enthralling
duel with Kohli when the Indian
captain was ninth man out.

Left-arm fast bowling discov-
ery Marco Jansen took three for
55.

Kohli defied the bowlers for
more than four hours in facing
201 balls. He was involved in the
only significant partnerships of
the innings, 62 for the third

wicket with Cheteshwar Pujara
(43) and 51 for the fifth wicket
with Risabh Pant (27).

Without a century in his pre-
vious 14 Tests, Kohli was clearly
determined to make a major
contribution on a day when most
of his teammates struggled.

Refusing to be tempted into
playing any rash shots, Kohli was
content to leave the majority of
the balls he faced early in his in-
nings. It took him 15 balls to score
his first runs, a sweetly-timed

cover drive for four off Marco
Jansen.

Kohli contributed only 14 runs
off 80 balls to the partnership
with Pujara and needed 158 balls
to reach his half-century.

When he was reduced to bat-
ting with the tail, Kohli became
more adventurous and he fell to
Rabada when he was caught be-
hind playing a ball well outside
his off stump.

Kohli hit 12 fours as well as a
hooked six off Rabada. 

His battle with Rabada pro-
vided the most compelling
cricket of the day with the South
African fast bowler beating him
outside the off stump on several
occasions and inducing an edge
which fell just short of Aiden
Markram at second slip.
AFP

Kohli resolute as S Africa claim first day

New Zealand’s Ross Taylor walks from the field for the last time in a Test match after the second Test against Bangladesh on Tuesday (AFP)

India’s Virat Kohli watches the ball after playing a shot during the first

day of the third Test against South Africa, in Cape Town on Tuesday (AFP)

Taylor ends Test career with final
wicket as Kiwis square series

ScOrEBOard
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Johannesburg, South Africa
- South Africa allrounder
Chris Morris has announced
his retirement from all forms
of cricket. While declaring
his decision to hang his boots
after a 12-year career, the
34-year-old Morris also said
that he would be taking up a
coaching role with South
African domestic side Titans.

‘Thanks to all who have
played a part in my journey
whether it be big or small…
it's been a fun ride!’ Morris’
instagram caption read.

Morris last represented
South Africa during the 2019
ODI World Cup, a tourna-
ment where he was South
Africa's highest wicket-taker.
He turned out for his country
69 times across the three
formats, taking 94 wickets in
all. An allrounder bowler who
often sent the speedgun be-
yond 140kph, Morris was
also a hard-hitting lower-
order batter. Morris made
his international debut in a
T20I in December 2012, and
an ODI debut followed next
year, in June 2013. He had to
wait for his Test debut
though, finally earning the
first of his four Test caps in
January 2016.
Cricinfo

Chris Morris
retires from
all forms of
cricket at 34

Chris Morris

Wagner and
Jamieson share
seven wickets
in an innings
win inside three
days in the
second Test

ScOrEBOard
New Zealand 1st Innings 521/6d
Bangladesh 1st Innings (f/o) 126 
BangLadESh 2ND INNINGS

S Islam c Blundell b Jamieson 21

M Naim c Latham b Southee 24

N H Shanto c Boult b Wagner 29

M Haque c Taylor b Wagner 37

Litton Das lbw b Jamieson 102

Yasir Ali c Latham b Wagner 2

Nurul Hasan c Wagner b Mitchell 36

M H Miraz c Latham b Jamieson 3

T Ahmed not out 9

S Islam c Southee b Jamieson 0

E Hossain c Latham b Taylor 4

Extras: (b 4, lb 1, nb 4, w 2) 11

TOTaL: 278 in 79.3 overs

Fall of wickets: 1-27, 2-71, 3-105, 4-123,

5-128, 6-229, 7-244, 8-269, 9-269, 10-278
Bowling: T Southee 17-6-54-1, T Boult
16-6-42-0, K Jamieson 18-4-82-4, Neil
Wagner 22-7-77-3, D Mitchell 6-1-18-1,
Ross Taylor 0.3-0-0-1

Tata replaces
Vivo in IPL
New Delhi, India - Tata Group is
the Indian Premier League’s new
lead sponsor, an official con-
firmed Tuesday - a deal that re-
places a smartphone maker
embroiled in an anti-China back-
lash prompted by a deadly bor-
der clash.

IPL chairman Brijesh Patel told
AFP that Tata - one of India’s
biggest and oldest industrial
groups - will sponsor cricket’s
most lucrative tournament
through to 2023.

In doing so it will complete the
remaining two-year deal of
China’s Vivo, which had returned
to sponsor the cash-rich league
in 2021 after a one-year pause.

Vivo had paid US$330mn for
a five-year deal up to 2022.

But the Board of Control for
Cricket in India suspended Vivo's
deal in 2020, soon after a high-
altitude border confrontation
with the Chinese People's Liber-
ation Army that left 20 Indian
soldiers dead and a surge of local
anti-China sentiment.

The upcoming season of the
IPL will have 10 teams.
AFP

IndIa 1ST INNINGS

KL Rahul c Verreynne b Olivier 12

M Agarwal c Markram b Rabada 15

C Pujara c Verreynne b Jansen 43

Virat Kohli c Verreynne b Rabada 79

A Rahane c Verreynne b Rabada 9

Rishabh Pant c Petersen b Jansen 27

R Ashwin c Verreynne b Jansen 2

S Thakur c Petersen b Maharaj 12

Jasprit Bumrah c Elgar b Rabada 0

Umesh Yadav not out 4

M Shami c Bavuma b Ngidi 7

Extras: (b 5, lb 1, nb 7) 13

TOTaL: (77.3 Ov, RR: 2.87) 223

Fall of wickets: 1-31, 2-33, 3-95, 4-116, 

5-167, 6-175, 7-205, 8-210, 9-211, 10-223
Bowling: K Rabada 22-4-73-4, D Olivier
18-5-42-1, M Jansen 18-6-55-3, L Ngidi
14.3-7-33-1, K Maharaj 5-2-14-1

SOuTh aFrIca 1ST INNINGS

Dean Elgar c Pujara b Bumrah 3

A Markram not out 8

K Maharaj not out 6

TOTaL: (8 Ov, RR: 2.12) 17/1

Fall of wickets: 1-10
Bowling: J Bumrah 4-4-0-1, U Yadav
2-0-10-0, M Shami 2-0-7-0



Melbourne, Australia - Tennis
superstar Novak Djokovic
trained at the Australian Open
venue on Tuesday for his at-
tempt to win a record 21st Grand
Slam but his dream hung in the
balance as the government pon-
dered cancelling his visa, again.

The world number one had
scored a surprise courtroom vic-
tory the day before, overturning
the Australian government's de-
cision to cancel his visa on
COVID-19 vaccination grounds.

But the immigration minister
said he may annul Djokovic’s visa
once more.

The unvaccinated 34-year-old
Serbian ace says he is now deter-

mined to stay in Melbourne and
compete in the Australian Open,
which starts in six days.

“I flew here to play at one of
the most important events we
have in front of the amazing
fans,” Djokovic said on
Instagram Monday.

Wearing a T-shirt
and shorts, he limbered
up in a gym on Tuesday
accompanied by coach
Goran Ivanisevic before heading
to centre court.

Television cameras filmed him
from helicopters as he played.

Djokovic, a nine-time Aus-
tralian Open champion, jetted
into the country six days ago car-

rying a medical exemption from
vaccination due to a positive
coronavirus test on December 16
last year. 

After overnight questioning at
Melbourne airport, border offi-

cials decided the ex-
emption was not valid,
cancelled his visa and
transferred him to a de-
tention centre pending
deportation. 

“I am not vaccinated,”
Djokovic told the official.

‘Biggest victory’
He expressed bewilderment that
his exemption, approved by two
medical panels in Australia, was

not accepted. The limited num-
ber of foreigners allowed into
Australia must be fully vacci-
nated or have a medical exemp-
tion. The government insists that
a recent infection does not count
as an exemption.

Federal circuit court judge An-
thony Kelly dramatically reversed
the visa decision on Monday, or-
dering the cancellation be
‘quashed’, that the player be re-
leased immediately and that the
government pay his legal costs.

The government had surren-
dered after conceding that
Djokovic had not been given the
promised time to respond.
AFP

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic takes part in a training session in Melbourne ahead of the Australian Open tennis tournament on Tuesday (AFP)

Djokovic trains as Australian
Open dream hangs in balance

AO wArm up
Adelaide, Australia - World
number two Aryna Sabalenka’s
Australian Open preparations
were in tatters on Tuesday
when she self-destructed for
the second week in a row and
was almost unable to serve at
an Adelaide warm-up event.

A week after her delivery
deserted her at the first of two
Adelaide lead-in tournaments,
Sabalenka suffered the same
fate as she was stunned in
three sets by world number 93
Rebecca Peterson 5-7, 6-1, 7-5.

Sabalenka dished up 21 dou-
ble faults and was reduced to
serving underarm in the sec-
ond and third sets in a desper-
ate effort to get the ball into
play. 

She took so much pace off
her first serves that at one
stage they were barely clearing
the net.

The 23-year-old Belarusian
became distressed in the third
set and, after being asked by
the umpire whether she was all
right, broke down in tears dur-
ing her next service game.

Her only consolation was
that she was still hitting her
groundstrokes with power and
placement, but it was no sur-
prise when she bowed out at
the first hurdle.

“That was definitely the

weirdest match I’ve ever
played,” Swedish qualifier Pe-
terson said. “It was tough stay-
ing focused. I know she was
struggling a lot. 

“I just had to stay in my own
world - it was really difficult.”

American teenage sensa-
tion Coco Gauff blasted her
way to the second round with
an impressive 6-1, 6-2 win over
Czech player Katerina Sini-
akova.

The 17-year-old Gauff took
just over an hour to dispose of
Siniakova and set up a second
round clash with fellow
teenager Marta Kostyuk of
Ukraine.

Fourth-seeded Slovenian
Tamara Zidansek progressed
when she saw off British quali-
fier Heather Watson 2-6, 6-2,
7-6 (7/4). 

Seventh seed Jill Teichmann
fell to US qualifier Lauren Davis
1-6, 7-6 (7/3), 6-4.

Australian wildcard Maddi-
son Inglis beat Montenegro’s
Danka Kovinic 6-4, 1-6, 6-2,
while other winners were
American Madison Brengle,
who downed Russia's Anasta-
sia Potapova 7-5, 4-6, 6-1 and
Czech player Tereza Martin-
cova, a 6-4, 3-6, 6-3 winner
over Ukraine's Dayana Yas-
tremska.
AFP

Aryna Sabalenka hits a return against Kaja Juvan during women’s

singles match at the Adelaide International, on January 5 (AFP)

Tearful Sabalenka’s
serve melts down in
warm-up disaster
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Sydney, Australia - US Open
champion Emma Raducanu’s
Australian Open warm-up tour-
nament lasted just 55 minutes
after she was thrashed 6-0, 6-1
by Elena Rybakina at the Sydney
International on Tuesday.

The 19-year-old Raducanu
took the tennis world by storm in
September when she won the US
Open as a qualifier.

She opted not to play last
week’s Melbourne Summer Set
tournament after recovering from
COVID-19, meaning her last
chance for some match practice
ahead of the Open was at this
week's Sydney Tennis Classic.

But she was blown off court
by the powerful Rybakina, who
finished runner-up to Ashleigh
Barty at last week’s Adelaide In-
ternational.

The 1.80m tall Rybakina was
superior in every department and
had far too much firepower for
Raducanu. Rybakina raced
through the first set in 24 min-
utes without dropping a game
and won the first three games of
the second set before her oppo-
nent at last held serve.

But that was simply a tempo-

rary reprieve, with Rybakina win-
ning the next three games to un-
derline her total dominance.

Earlier, Tokyo Olympics gold
medallist Belinda Bencic said she
felt ‘a little bit wobbly’ in her first
match after COVID-19 as she
began her warm-up for the Aus-
tralian Open with a low-key win.

The 24-year-old Swiss cruised
into the second round with a 6-3,

6-2 victory over Brazilian qualifier
Beatriz Haddad Maia.

But Bencic, who contracted
COVID-19 in mid-December
after competing at an Abu Dhabi
exhibition, admitted she had not
been at her best, with the first
Grand Slam of the year starting
on Monday.

“I was struggling a little bit,
getting to practice after COVID
because the pulse was getting up
and the fatigue was still there,”
said Bencic, a former world num-
ber four but now ranked 23rd.

“I think I still have room to feel
better and my fitness has to get
better. I still feel a little bit wobbly
and so I think there is still poten-
tial, but I’m happy that I can play
this tournament.”

She will now take on Oceane
Dodin of France in the next
round. Dodin, a lucky loser from
qualifying, beat Mexican doubles
specialist Giuliana Olmos 6-4, 
6-1.

World number 20 Elise
Mertens also moved through the
first round with a comfortable 
6-2, 7-6 (7/5) win over France’s
Fiona Ferro.
AFP

Emma Raducanu during her match

against Elena Rybakina in Sydney

on Tuesday (AFP)

Raducanu suffers humiliating loss

Women’s seeds for AO 
1. Ashleigh Barty (AUS), 2. Aryna Sabalenka (BLR), 3. Garbine
Muguruza (ESP), 4. Barbora Krejcikova (CZE), 5. Maria
Sakkari (GRE), 6. Anett Kontaveit (EST), 7. Iga Swiatek (POL),
8. Paula Badosa (ESP), 9. Ons Jabeur (TUN), 10. Anastasia
Pavlyuchenkova (RUS), 11. Sofia Kenin (USA), 12. Elena Ry-
bakina (KAZ), 13. Naomi Osaka (JPN), 14. Simona Halep
(ROM), 15. Elina Svitolina (UKR), 16. Angelique Kerber (GER),
17. Emma Raducanu (GBR), 18. Coco Gauff (USA), 19.  Elise
Mertens (BEL), 20. Petra Kvitova (CZE), 21. Jessica Pegula
(USA), 22. Belinda Bencic (SUI), 23. Leylah Fernandez (CAN),
24. Victoria Azarenka (BLR), 25. Daria Kasatkina (RUS), 26.
Jelena Ostapenko (LAT), 27. Danielle Collins (USA), 28.
Veronika Kudermetova (RUS), 29. Tamara Zidansek (SLO),
30. Camila Giorgi (ITA), 31. Marketa Vondrousova (CZE), 32.
Sara Sorribes Tormo (ESP)

Australian
Open: Men’s
seeds 
Men’s singles seeds an-
nounced on Tuesday for the
Australian Open, the first
tennis Grand Slam tourna-
ment of the year, which
starts on January 17 at Mel-
bourne Park:

1. Novak Djokovic (SRB), 2.
Daniil Medvedev (RUS), 3.
Alexander Zverev (GER), 4.
Stefanos Tsitsipas (GRE), 5.
Andery Rublev (RUS), 6.
Rafael Nadal (ESP), 7. Mat-
teo Berrettini (ITA), 8.
Casper Ruud (NOR), 9. Felix
Auger-Aliassime (CAN). 10.
Hubert Hurkacz (POL), 11.
Jannik Sinner (ITA), 12.
Cameron Norrie (GBR), 13.
Diego Schwartzman (ARG),
14. Denis Shapovalov
(CAN), 15. Roberto Bautista
Agut (ESP), 16. Cristian
Garin (CHI), 17. Gael Monfils
(FRA), 18. Aslan Karatsev
(RUS), 19. Pablo Carreno
Busta (ESP), 20. Taylor Fritz
(USA), 21. Nikoloz Basi-
lashvili (GEO), 22. John Isner
(USA), 23. Reilly Opelka
(USA), 24. Dan Evans
(GBR), 25. Lorenzo Sonego
(ITA), 26. Grigor Dimitrov
(BUL), 27. Marin Cilic
(CRO), 28. Karen
Khachanov (RUS), 29. Ugo
Humbert (FRA), 30. Lloyd
Harris (RSA), 31. Carlos Al-
carez (ESP), 32. Alex de
Minaur (AUS)
AFP
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