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Times News Service

MUSCAT: Taking hockey to dif-
ferent parts of the world is one
of the main goals of the Interna-
tional Hockey Federation (FIH) to
spread and promote the game.

The city of Salalah in the Dhofar
Governorate of Oman successfully 
hosted the Asian Hockey Federa-
tion (AHF) Men’s and Women’s
Hockey5s Asia Cup 2023, which
concluded on Saturday.

This was the inaugural edition
of the Hockey5s Asia Cup, which
also served as the qualifi ers for the
FIH Hockey5s World Cup 2024,
which will be hosted by Oman
Hockey Association (OHA) in
Muscat in January. 

Watching the actions over the

past few days in Salalah was Tayy-
ab Ikram, the FIH president, in the
company of OHA chief Dr Marwan
Al Juma. 

Ikram will also preside over the
draw ceremony of the inaugural

edition of the 2024 FIH Hockey5s
World Cup (men and women),
which will be hosted in Salalah on
Sunday evening.

In his exclusive remarks to
Times of Oman, Ikram said: “The

fi rst edition of the Hockey5s Asia 
Cup for men and women in Sala-
lah was an outstanding success. I
am impressed by the eff orts of the
Oman Hockey Association (OHA)
offi  cials and the Ministry of Cul-
ture, Sports and Youth (MCSY) of 
Oman that ensured a smooth tour-

nament. The organisation of the
men’s and women’s tournament
was fl awless and all the partici-
pating teams were happy with the
arrangements. Oman deserves a 
big round of applause for hosting 
the maiden tournament.”

Ikram added: “This has been 

a fantastic event and the Asian 
athletes have shown impressive 
skills and talent in this fast-
paced and exciting format of the 
game. Salalah with its pleasant 
weather and picturesque setting 
provided a great backdrop to the 
tournament. 

“I have to complement Oman 
Hockey Association offi  cials for 
organising it so nicely. The tourna-
ment was a wonderful platform for 
athletes to showcase their talent 
and I congratulate the teams that 
have qualifi ed for the World Cup to 
be held in Muscat in January.

“I am looking forward to a great 
World Cup and I am confi dent 
Oman will deliver a memorable 
inaugural FIH Hockey5s World 
Cup.” >A2
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SUNDAY

HIS MAJESTY SENDS GREETINGS
TO THE REPUBLIC OF SAN MARINO 

HM SENDS GREETINGS 
TO VIETNAM

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin 
Tarik has sent a cable of congratulations
to Alessandro Scarano and Adele Tonnini, 
Presidents (Captains Regent)of the Republic 
of San Marino on the National Day of the 
Republic. In his cable, His Majesty the Sultan 
expressed his sincere greetings and wishes to 
them and their country’s people. — ONA

MUSCAT:  His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik has sent a cabble of 
congratulations to President Vo Van 
Thuong  of Vietnam on his counttry’s
National Day. In his cable, His MMajesty 
the Sultan expressed his sinceree
greetings and wishes to the president 
and his country’s people.— ONA

COMPENSATION FOR ACCIDENTS 
IN OMAN TOPS OMR11 MILLION

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The total number of 
traffi  c accidents in Oman exceed-
ed 37,000, with 7,763 being classi-
fi ed as serious and approximately 
29,600 as minor traffi  c accidents
in the fi rst half of this year.

This was a slight decrease of 

1.7 percent compared to the same 
period in 2022, according to the 
Capital Market Authority (CMA).

In its latest insurance sector 
indicators in un-audited data for 
the fi rst half of this year, the CMA 
further said that total traffi  c ac-
cident compensation claims in 
the Sultanate of Oman exceeded 
OMR11.70 million compared to 
OMR13.90 million in the fi rst half 
of 2022. 

The number of claims in the fi rst 
half of this year reached approxi-

mately 41,000 compared to about 
44,000 claims in the same period 
last year.

The Capital Market Author-
ity indicated that the claims were 
distributed among minor traffi  c 
accidents, which recorded about 
30,000 claims, with a total value 
of compensation amounting to 
OMR5.70 million, recording a de-
crease of 19 percent. 

As for serious accidents that re-
sulted in material damage, the val-
ue of their compensation exceeded 
OMR 3.7 million.

Serious accidents that resulted 
in injuries and medical treatment 
expenses during the fi rst half of 
this year recorded a 5 percent de-
crease with a compensation value 
of more than OMR2 million. 

The value of compensation for 
serious accidents that resulted 
in deaths amounted to about 
OMR275,000, with 191 verifi ed 
claims, an increase of 18 percent 
compared to the fi rst half of 2022. 
With ONA inputs

The number of claims

in the fi rst half of 

this year reached

approximately 41,000 

compared to about

44,000 claims in the 

same period last year

Karwa Motors signs agreement to 

manufacture armoured vehicles

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Karwa Motors, a sub-
sidiary of the Oman Investment 
Authority (OIA), has signed an 
agreement with Taj Duqm Com-
pany for the manufacture of 
armoured vehicles at its manu-
facturing facility in the Special 
Economic Zone in Duqm.

Karwa Motors signed a coop-
eration and manufacturing ser-
vices agreement with Taj Duqm 
through which it plans to transfer 
the manufacturing operations 
of armoured vehicles to Karwa 
Company in Duqm.

Dr. Ibrahim Al Balushi, CEO 
of Karwa Motors, confi rmed that 
the agreement comes within the 
framework of the company’s strat-
egy to diversify production lines 
and benefi t from the manufactur-
ing capabilities available in it.

He explained that the agree-
ment refl ects the company’s 
commitment to strengthening 

the local industry, expanding into 
regional and international mar-
kets, and stimulating commercial 
activity in the Special Economic 
Zone in Duqm.

The CEO of Karwa Motors 
praised the role played by the 
Public Authority for Special Eco-
nomic Zones and Free Zones in 
attracting investments to the re-
gion and providing means for its 

successful operation, and the role 
of the Oman Investment Author-
ity and Qatar Transport Company 
for their support to Karwa Com-
pany for strengthening the vehi-
cle manufacturing sector in the 
Sultanate of Oman and the region.

He stressed that this support 
will have a signifi cant impact on 
the level of localisation of this 
industry. >A5

S P E C I A L  E C O N O M I C  Z O N E  I N  D U Q M

WORLD
Aditya- L1 launched
from Sriharikota

2
The PSLV-C57.1 rocket
carrying the Aditya-L1
orbiter, lifted off  

successfully from the Satish 
Dhawan Space Centre in 
Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh at 
11.50 am on Saturday. >A7

SPORTS
Sohar outclass 
Dhofar 3-0

3
Sohar’s impressive start 
to the 2023-24 Omantel 
League season continued

as they outclassed record 11-
time champions Dhofar 3-0 at
the Sohar Sports Complex.>B6

OMAN
124,800 dementia 
cases likely by 2050

1
By 2050, 124,800 people
are expected to suff er from
dementia in Oman. Almost

40% of projected cases could be
delayed or avoided by addressing 
just 12 risk factors.>A3

T O P  T H R E E  I N S I D E  S T O R I E S

HIS MAJESTY THE SULTAN RETURNS HOME
His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik returned home on Thursday (31 August) after a 

private visit to Germany. May the Almighty Allah guard His Majesty the Sultan and bestow 

His bounties on him wherever he might be. May He assist His Majesty the Sultan with

lasting good health and happiness, and may He keep him as a source of resourcefulness and

pride for the loyal people of Oman. -ONA

O M A N  H O C K E Y  A S S O C I A T I O N

FIH president lauds Oman for hosting Hockey5s Asia Cup

Omani rials was 

the value of the 

compensation for 

serious accidents 

resulting in material 

damages

3.7mn

India clinch AHF men’s Hockey5s 
Asia Cup crown in Salalah
MUSCAT: India edged out Pa-
kistan 2-0 in a shootout to clinch 
the inaugural AHF Men’s Hock-
ey5s Asia Cup at the Sultan Qa-
boos Youth Sports Complex in 
Salalah on Saturday. In a thrill-

ing fi nal, India and Pakistan end-
ed the match in a 4-4 stalemate 
to force a shootout decider. Ear-
lier, Oman bagged a bronze med-
al with a 5-4 win over Malaysia 
in a third-place playoff . >A8
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OMAN
Dhuhr..............................................12:11pm

Asr .....................................................3:39pm

Maghrib........................................6:29pm

Isha....................................................7:41pm 

Fajr (Tomorrow).................... 4:33am

SALALAH: The number of tour-
ists visiting the Dhofar governo-
rate increased by 16.3 percent 
compared to the corresponding 
period in 2022, when 636,218 visi-
tors visited Dohfar.

As many as 739,884 tourists 
showed up at Khareef Dhofar ven-
ues from the start of the monsoon
season until 15 August 2023.

According to an executive sum-
mary issued by the National Cen-
tre for Statistics and Information 
(NCSI), Omani visitors to Khareef 
Dhofar venues grew by 16 percent 
to 516,276 while the number of vis-

itors from GCC states increased 
to 125,889 visitors, compared to 
107,804 during the corresponding 
period in Khareef Dhofar 2022.

In the meantime, the number of 
visitors belonging to other nation-
alities stood at 97,719 constituting 
an increase from 83,382 in the past 
season.

The statistics showed that about 
581,723 visitors to Dhofar arrived 
via land border checkpoints while 
158,161 visitors arrived onboard 
fl ights, up by 29 percent over the 
fi gure quoted for the correspond-
ing period in 2022. -ONA

More than 16% 
rise in tourists to 
Khareef Dhofar 
As many as 739,884 tourists showed up at 

Khareef Dhofar venues from the start of the 

monsoon season until 15 August 2023

Large turnout at matches 
The Asia Cup also 

served as a qualifi er 
for the FIH Hockey 5s 
World Cup, scheduled 

to be held in Muscat in January 
2024. India, Pakistan and Malay-
sia booked their spots from Asia 
with Oman already confi rmed as 
a host nation. Indian women had 
earlier won the women’s title last 
week. Ikram was delighted at the 
large turnout that turned up in 
Salalah for watching the matches 
and said: “To watch thousands 
of spectators enjoying the India-

Pakistan match was very encour-
aging. The exciting Hockey5s for-
mat has been warmly welcomed. 
Salalah didn’t have international 
hockey in the past, but the eff orts 
put in by Oman hockey bosses to 
spread the game is praiseworthy. 

Oman in Pool B
Elsewhere, away from hockey5s 
format, Oman men’s hockey 
team, which qualifi ed for the 19th 
Asian Games Hangzhou 2022 in 
China, have been drawn in Pool B 
at event, which will be held from 

September 24-October 7.
According to the draw re-

vealed on Friday, Oman have been 
clubbed with former champions 
South Korea, fancied Malaysia, 
China, Thailand and Indonesia.

Pool A comprise heavyweights 
India, Pakistan, Japan, Bangla-
desh, Singapore and Uzbekistan.
Oman will begin their campaign 
on September 24 against China 
and then meet Malaysia (Sept 
26), Thailand (Sept 28), Indo-
nesia (Sept 30) and South Korea 
(October 2).

S A L A L A H
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3 Omani movies  showcased at 

Indian fi lm festival in Mumbai

MUMBAI: Three Omani fi lms
have taken part in the 11th edition 
of Film Festival of India, which 
will continue in Mumbai, India 
up to 10 September.  

The Sultanate’s participation 
came through  Oman Film Soci-
ety with the screening of ‘Al Man-
your’ movie of Director Abdullah 
Al Ajmi and the ‘Al Makasarah’ 
and ‘Hashaf’ movies for Director 
Dalilah Al Darei .

Al Manyour movie showcases
the Omani Al Zamat Art while Al 
Makasarah documents the habit 
of bargaining at Nizwa Souq be-
tween sellers and buyers and 
reaching an agreed upon price for 
the goods.  

The Al Makasarah movie con-
centrates on the Omani Khanjar 
(dagger) which forms part of the 
identity of the Omani heritage.  

Hashaf fi lm tells the story of a 
woman who lives in a distant Om-
ani village and how villagers stick 

to their way of living.
Director Mohammed Al Ajmi 

said that the participation in in-
ternational festivals would pro-
vide the participants with the op-
portunity to acquaint with other 
experiences including knowing 
about the diff er cultures.

Oman participations in inter-
national events aimed to show-
case the Sultanate’s heritage, he 
added. ONA

O M A N  F I L M  S O C I E T Y
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124,800 people expected to suffer 
from dementia in Oman by 2050

Times News Service

MUSCAT: By 2050, 124,800 peo-
ple are expected to suff er from 
dementia in Oman. Almost 40 per-
cent of projected dementia cases 
could be delayed or even avoided 
by addressing just 12 risk factors, 
says Oman Alzheimer’s Society 
and Alzheimer’s Disease Interna-
tional (ADI).

Despite advances in treatment,
Oman Alzheimer’s Society and 
Alzheimer’s Disease International
(ADI) warn that risk reduction re-

mains the best prevention tool.
Alzheimer’s is the most com-

mon type of dementia.
Oman Alzheimer’s Society says 

tackling dementia risk factors for 
individuals, both before and after 
diagnosis, could reduce and slow 
down the oncoming 124,800 pro-
jected dementia cases by 2050 in 
a way that is accessible and aff ord-
able for people across the globe.

Oman Alzheimer’s Society and 
ADI are calling on governments 
to urgently fund more research on 
risk reduction, introduce strate-
gies, education, and support ser-
vices, to delay or prevent up to 55 
million of the global projected 139 
million cases of dementia by 2050.

“It’s never too early, and it’s 

never too late to reduce dementia 
risk,” says Dr Hamed Al Sinawi, 
Chairman of Oman Alzheimer’s 
Society.

In Oman, 11,900 people were 
suff ering from dementia in 
2019,and it’s projected to reach 
124, 800 by 2050.

Oman Alzheimer’s Society, 
the national Alzheimer Society 
of Oman and a member of ADI, 
the federation of national Alzhei-
mer and dementia have called on 
governments around the world 
to urgently fund dementia risk-
reduction research, education, and 
support services and requested  
governments to make risk reduc-
tion a core element of National De-
mentia Plans.

“Dementia risk reduction can 
prevent or delay the onset of Alz-
heimer’s disease and other demen-
tias. Adopting a healthy lifestyle 
can prevent the onset of dementia.

It’s never too early or too late to 
reduce your risk of developing de-
mentia, ” says Oman Alzheimer’s 
Society

There are many proven risk fac-
tors for dementia, many of which 
individuals have a degree of per-
sonal control over. These include 
smoking, excessive alcohol con-
sumption, physical inactivity, in-
frequent social contact, head in-
juries, and conditions including 
diabetes, hearing loss, depression, 
obesity, and hypertension.

The remaining risk factors in-
clude air pollution and restricted 
access to early education, which 
governments are responsible for 
addressing.

Furthermore, governments are 
responsible for providing other 
services that can help improve the 
lives of those living with dementia, 
such as aff ordable access to health 
and long-term care, and mental 
health services.

Moreover, many governments 
have already agreed to prioritise 
dementia risk reduction and sup-
port for those living with demen-
tia and their carers through their 
commitment to the WHO Global 
Action Plan on the public health re-
sponse to dementia. Yet, evidence 

suggests that many have forgotten 
or ignored this commitment.

“We are calling on govern-
ments worldwide to invest in both 
research and support services, 
to reduce dementia risk, and to 
invest in risk reduction aware-
ness campaigns; clear, persuasive 
campaigns that cut through the 
noise and confusion of much of the 
healthcare messaging,” says Bar-
barino, CEO of Alzheimer’s Dis-
ease International.

“This is a critical step, in the 
absence of treatment or a cure, to 
prevent as many cases as possible. 
We must ensure populations are 
aware of dementia risk-reduction 
strategies, at all ages, and have ac-
cess to necessary information, ad-
vice, and support services.”

Advances in dementia drug
This year there have been many 
advances in potential dementia 
drug therapies that have brought 
hope to many people living with 
dementia. However, these treat-
ments may not be suitable or avail-
able for every person living with 
dementia.

Only 40 governments world-
wide have so far developed na-
tional dementia plans, with even
fewer of these including risk re-
duction strategies. As a result,
governments are missing out on 
a vital tool to delay or prevent fu-
ture cases.

Although individuals can imple-
ment lifestyle changes to reduce 
their risk of developing dementia 
or slow the progress of dementia, 
governments have a clear role to 
play in reducing societal risk.

The funding of such initiatives 
may even cross over with other 
governmental goals such as reduc-
ing smoking and obesity rates, ad-
dressing mental health issues such 
as depression, or improving access 
to hearing aids, the use of which 
has been shown to slow cogni-
tive decline in those experiencing 
hearing loss.

“So often, those who have been 
diagnosed with dementia tell us 
they were unaware that there are 
modifi able risk factors for demen-
tia and wish they knew how to re-
duce the risk much earlier in life. 
Often, it isn’t until after diagnosis 
that they realise how practical de-
mentia prevention can be both for 
preventing or delaying the onset, 
but also to potentially slow the 
progression of the condition,” says 
Barbarino.

Dementia is a condition that 
usually aff ects people aged over 65 
and the risk increases as the per-
son grows older.

According to international es-
timates, there are around 55 mil-
lion people living with dementia 
worldwide in 2020, the number 
is projected to reach 153 million 
in 2050.

Oman Alzheimer’s 

Society says tackling 

dementia risk factors

for individuals could

reduce and slow

down the oncoming 

124,800 projected 

dementia cases by 

2050

Successful spine 
surgery of a traffi  c 
accident victim

Times News Service 

MUSCAT: A specialised medical
team from Khoula Hospital, in
cooperation with the Orthopae-
dic Surgery Department at Nizwa 
Hospital in Al Dakhiliyah Gover-
norate, operated an injured per-
son who was involved in a traffi  c
accident that led to complex frac-
tures in his spine and a rupture in
his spinal cord. 

Dr. Sultan bin Saif Al-Kalbani,
head of the spine unit at Khoula 
Hospital and head of the medical
team, told Oman News Agency 
that the condition of the injured
person required a 5-hour surgi-
cal operation by a specialised
team from Khoula Hospital,
during which the patient’s com-
plex fractures were treated. The
operation was a success as the

patient’s is now stable.
The therapeutic response was

attended by a specialised medi-
cal team from the Orthopaedic
Department of Khoula Hospital
and the Orthopaedic Department
of Nizwa Hospital. This comes in
furtherance of the decentralisa-
tion policy implemented by the
Ministry of Health.

The health system in the Sul-
tanate of Oman aims to ensure
the provision of comprehen-
sive, integrated health care to all
people in a fair and accessible
manner.

This is in response to the ur-
gent need to provide services that
people need, whether in Mus-
cat Governorate or other parts,
through teams responding to the
call of duty for cases in need of 
urgent intervention.

C O M P L E X  F R A C T U R E S

Haima Hospital praises its team for managing accident cases 
Times News Service 

MUSCAT: Haima Hospital has
praised its emergency department
team for the management of acci-
dent and emergency cases during 
the period of Khareef Dhofar 2023.

The Directorate of Health in 
Al Wusta Governorate said: “The
administration of Haima Hospi-
tal extends its deep thanks to the
emergency department team at
Haima Hospital for their manage-
ment of accident and emergency 

cases with the available resources
with professionalism and human-
ity during this exceptional period
of Khareef Dhofar 2023.”

According to the offi  cial account
of the directorate on X (formerly 
known as Twitter), from July 20

to August 22, 2023, 25 accident
cases  were received at hospitals
in the governorate. 14 accidents
were received by Haima Hospital,
6 by Mahut Hospital, three at Al
Jazir Hospital and two by Duqm
Hospital.

K H A R E E F  D H O F A R  2 0 2 3
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A new production line for vehicles 
Tariq Al-Humaidani,
CEO of Taj Duqm, said
that the success achieved
by Karwa Motors over

the past two years encouraged
the company to transfer vehicle
manufacturing to it, expecting 
that the agreement will contrib-
ute to enhancing the performance
of the two companies and wooing 
investments in the special eco-
nomic zone in Duqm and.

Karwa Motors is a joint ven-
ture between Qatar, represented
by the national transport com-
pany Qatar Transport, with a 70
percent share, and Oman, repre-
sented by the Oman Investment
Authority, with a 30 percent
share. According to the agree-
ment, Karwa Motors will allocate
a new production line to produce
armoured vehicles, and the new
line will benefi t from the compa-

ny’s capabilities and equipment 
available to it.

Karwa Motors owns a factory 
specialised in bus manufactur-
ing, with an average production 
of about 600 buses annually. 
The factory began production in 
2021, focusing in its fi rst phase 
on producing buses for the Qatar 
World Cup 2022. The company 
produces a variety of city buses, 

school buses, and long-distance 
buses and luxury buses. The com-
pany’s factory was built on an 
area of 600,000 square metres 
in the Special Economic Zone 
in Duqm. It is equipped with the 
latest technologies, and includes 
various production workshops 
for cutting, welding, and dyeing, 
assembling components and ma-
terials, equipment, and engines.

K A R W A  M O T O R S
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Omani photographer wins gold 

medal at FIAB competition

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Omani photographer 
Nouf bint Salem Al Siyabi won
the gold medal for her artistic
work titled ‘Mystery’ at the indi-
vidual level of the under-21 cat-
egory at the International Youth
Biennale of Photography ‘FIAB’
competition.

During the ceremony, held in
the Kingdom of Norway, the Sul-
tanate of Oman was represented
by the Ministry of Culture, Sports 
and Youth.

The Sultanate of Oman also
received two honorary awards at
the participating country level as
it won sixth place after achieving 

324 points in the U-21 category, 
and seventh place in the U-16 cat-
egory after achieving 353 points.

This win is a sign of the keen-
ness of the Ministry of Culture, 
Sports and Youth to support Om-
ani photographers and encourage 
them to highlight their artistic 
energies and creativity through 
many diff erent programmes and 
activities, including participation 
in competitions.

Photographer Nouf Al Siyabi, 
the winner of the gold medal at 
the individual level, said: “This 
achievement is an incentive and 
motivation for me to continue 
working diligently in the fi eld of 
photography.” 

She added that this was not her 
fi rst participation in the Youth Bi-
ennial, as she participated in the 
last session, and was one of those 
who contributed to the Sultanate 
of Oman obtaining the fi rst place 
award.

The Youth Photography Bien-
nale is one of the most important 
competitions in which the Min-
istry participates to achieve the 
goals of Oman’s cultural strategy 
through the axis of creativity and 
cultural development to nurture 
talented people in the cultural 
fi eld and of cultural identity to 
spread awareness and knowledge 
of the Omani cultural identity 
both locally and abroad.

N O R W A Y

Shrimp 
fi shing
season for 
2023 begins

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Ministry of Ag-
riculture, Fisheries and Water 
Resources(MAFWR) has an-
nounced the start of the 2023 
shrimp fi shing season, which 
begins in September and ends 
in November every year.

‘Ghaddaf
The Ministry explained that the 
permitted fi shing method is by 
using a type of net known as the 
‘ghaddaf’.

The use of any other fi shing 
methods is a violation of the 
Living Aquatic Wealth Law and 
its executive regulations. 

The Ministry thanked the 
fi shermen for their commit-
ment during the period when 
fi shing and trading of shrimp 
was banned in the Sultanate, 
and stressed the importance of 
adhering to the specifi ed fi shing 
period.

E N D S  I N  N O V E M B E R

Value of real estate trading in Oman reaches OMR1.62bn
MUSCAT: The total value of real
estate trading in the Sultanate of 
Oman at the end of July 2023 rose
by 16.8 percent to reach OMR1.62
billion compared to OMR1.39 bil-
lion during the same period of 
2022.

Preliminary statistics issued
by the National Centre for Statis-
tics and Information (NCSI) in-
dicated that the fees collected for

all legal transactions amounted 
to OMR38.3 million, an increase 
of 10.9 percent at the end of July 
2023 compared to the end of July 
2022. The traded value of sales 
contracts amounted to OMR619 
million for 38,440 contracts.

The traded value of mortgage 
contracts increased by 44.1 per-
cent to reach OMR1.17 billion for 
14,029 contracts while the num-

ber of swap contracts reached 840 
worth OMR5.9 million.

The number of properties is-
sued by the end of last July 
reached about 137,850 properties, 
an increase of 4.9 percent, while 
the number of properties issued 
to citizens of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) reached 751 prop-
erties, an increase of 91.6 percent. 

      - ONA

N C S I  D A T A

Oman LNG has been able to woo 

investors from new markets: CEO

Times News Service 

MUSCAT: Oman LNG has suc-
ceeded successfully in marketing 
its production beyond 2024 and
has been able to attract investors
from new markets from the Mid-
dle East, East Asia, and Europe.

As a result of the production effi  -
ciency of its factory in the Wilayat
of Sur, which includes three loco-
motives for liquefi ed natural gas
(LNG), in addition to investors’
confi dence in the company’s op-
erations in this fi eld.

Hamad bin Mohammed Al
Numani, CEO of the Oman LNG
Company, said: “The total num-
ber of binding clause agreements
signed by the company since the
beginning of this year until now
has reached 14 agreements with
a number of major international

companies from Japan, Thailand,
China, Turkey and Germany, ac-
cording to which the company is
committed to exporting about 10.4
million of metric tonnes of LNG
starting in 2025. 

Reliable source of energy
He said to the Oman News Agency 
that these agreements come with-
in the framework of the company’s
endeavour to consolidate the Sul-
tanate of Oman’s position as a re-
liable source of energy, increase
growth opportunities, benefi t from
the economic opportunities of 
global energy markets and consoli-
date strategic partnerships with
various energy companies.

He said: “These agreements
confi rm the company’s commit-
ment to supporting the national
economy by fi nding new markets

to supply liquefi ed natural gas 
from the Sultanate of Oman, and it 
looks forward to strengthening its 
relations with the public and pri-
vate sectors.”

The CEO of the Oman LNG
Company indicated that the com-
pany, represented by its develop-
ment institution, has implement-
ed a number of projects within the 
framework of social responsibility, 
as it opened this year the National 
Autism Centre in Muscat, and 
the Traffi  c Safety Institute in the 
Wilayat of Sur.

The company has also fi nanced
the project to equip a dialysis unit. 
In the Wilayat of Bidiya, indicating 
that the company’s total contribu-
tions in the fi eld of social responsi-
bility since its establishment until 
now amounted to more than $230 
million.

W I N N I N G  I N V E S T O R S ’  C O N F I D E N C E
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Pope says Church ‘has no 
political agenda’ in Mongolia
ULAANBAATAR: Pope Fran-
cis on Saturday opened the fi rst 
papal visit to Mongolia, home to 
some 1,450 Catholics.

Speaking to bishops, priests 
and pastoral workers, the pope 
said Jesus gave no political man-
date to his apostles but told them 
to alleviate the suff erings of a 
“wounded humanity” through 
faith.

“For this reason, governments 
and secular institutions have 
nothing to fear from the Church’s 
work of evangelisation,” Francis 
said in the Asian nation located 
between China and Russia.

The Church “has no political 
agenda to advance, but is sus-
tained by the quiet power of God’s 
grace and a message of mercy and 
truth, which is meant to promote 
the good of all,” he added.

According to media reports, 

Chinese Catholics were fl ock-
ing to Mongolia’s capital, Ulaan-
baatar, to see the pope.

Upon Francis’ arrival on Friday, 
Beijing said it hoped to “strength-
en mutual trust” with the Vati-
can after the pope sent a greeting 
message to President Xi Jinping.

86-year-old pope
The 86-year-old pope was wel-
comed in an offi  cial ceremony 
by Mongolia’s President Ukhnaa 
Khurelsukh, with a phalanx of 
Mongolian horsemen in metal 
armor parading past the State 
Palace. 

Francis praised Mongolia’s tra-
dition of religious freedom dating 
to the times of its founder, Geng-
his Khan.

“The fact that the empire could 
embrace such distant and varied 
lands over the centuries bears 

witness to the remarkable ability 
of your ancestors to acknowledge 
the outstanding qualities of the 
peoples present in its immense 
territory and to put those quali-
ties at the service of a common 
development,” Francis said at the 
ceremony.

“This model should be valued 
and re-proposed in our own day,” 
he added.

Francis called for fraternity 
and peace as there was in the 
13th-century period of relative 
political stability within the Mon-
gol Empire.  

“May heaven grant that today, 
on this earth devastated by count-
less confl icts, there be a renewal, 
respectful of international laws, 
of the condition of what was once 
the pax mongolica, that is the ab-
sence of confl icts,” he said. 

— DW

M E S S A G E  O F  M E R C Y

Future mobility initiative launched
Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Ministry of Trans-
port, Communications and Infor-
mation Technology announced 
the launch of the future mobility 
initiative within the activities of 
Oman Sustainability Week, sched-
uled for 29 April to 1 May 2024.

It includes several events sup-

portive to the national goals for
sustainability. Oman Sustainably 
Week will be launched in coopera-
tion with Oman Exhibitions Or-
ganising Company (Connect). 

The initiative came in response
to the urgent needs for handling 
the carbon emissions. The Minis-
try of Transport, Communications
and Information Technology has

exerted due eff orts for reduction 
of carbon emissions in the sectors 
of transport, communications and 
information technology.

The future mobility initiative 
within Oman Sustainability Week 
represents an effi  cient platform 
for those involved in transport in-
dustry for the display of the latest 
concepts, technologies and inno-

vations in the fi eld of environment
mobility. A number of specialists
in the transport sector will take
part in Oman Sustainability Week
including Asyad Group Oman
Environmental Services Holding 
Company, BP, OQ and Oman LNG
Company , PDO, Shell Oman, So-
har Aluminum and other compa-
nies. -ONA

O M A N  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y  W E E K

US President to commend 
Indian PM Modi’s leadership

WASHINGTON: US President 
Joe Biden will travel to India on 
Thursday for the G20 Summit 
scheduled to be held in New Delhi 
from September 9-10.

During his visit, he will com-
mend Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s leadership of the G20 and 

reaffi  rm the US commitment to
the G20 as the premier forum of 
economic cooperation, the White 
House announced in a statement.

“While in New Delhi, the Presi-
dent will also commend Prime 
Minister Modi’s leadership of the 
G20 and reaffi  rm the US commit-
ment to the G20 as the premier 
forum of economic cooperation, 
including by hosting it in 2026,” 
read the statement.

During his visit to India, Biden 
will participate in the G20 Sum-
mit, where he and G20 partners 
will discuss a range of joint eff orts 
to tackle global issues, including 

the clean energy transition and
combatting climate change, miti-
gating the economic and social
impacts of the Russia-Ukraine
confl ict and increasing the capac-
ity of multilateral development
banks.

“On Saturday and Sunday, the
President will participate in the
G20 summit, where the President
and G20 partners will discuss
a range of joint eff orts to tackle
global issues, including the clean
energy transition and combat-
ting climate change, mitigating 
the economic and social impacts
of Putin’s war in Ukraine, and

increasing the capacity of mul-
tilateral development banks, 
including the World Bank, to 
better fi ght poverty, including 
by addressing global challenges,” 
White House said in a statement.

On August 29, White House 
press secretary Karine Jean 
Pierre said that US President Joe 
Biden will “reaffi  rm US commit-
ment to the G20” as the premier 
forum of economic cooperation 
globally and will also speak about 
a range of issues, including the 
social eff ects of Russia’s war in 
Ukraine, the White House said 
on Tuesday. Karine Jean Pierre 
made the remarks during a me-
dia briefi ng.

Announcing the US Presi-
dent’s schedule, Pierre said that 
Biden “will travel to Hanoi, Viet-
nam, on September 10 following 
his participation in the G20 Sum-
mit in New Delhi.”

Responding to a question on 
topline goals President Biden 
hopes to accomplish at G20, the 
White House press secretary said, 
“President Biden will reaffi  rm the 
US commitment to the G20 as the 
premier forum of economic coop-
eration globally.”

She also said that Biden will 
“discuss a range of joint eff orts 
to tackle global issues, from the 
clean energy transition and com-

bating climate change to mitigat-
ing the economic and social im-
pacts of Russia’s war in Ukraine, 
to increasing the capacity of the 
multilateral development banks 
to better fi ght poverty and take on 
the signifi cant transnational chal-
lenges that are affl  icting countries 
across the world.”

India assumed the G20 Presi-
dency on December 1 last year. 
The 18th G20 Summit in New 
Delhi scheduled to be held on Sep-
tember 9-10 will be a culmination 
of all the G20 processes and meet-
ings held throughout the year.

A G20 Leaders’ Declaration 
will be adopted at the conclusion 
of the G20 Summit, stating Lead-
ers’ commitment towards the pri-
orities discussed and agreed upon 
during the respective ministerial 
and working group meetings.

The Group of Twenty (G20) 
comprises 19 countries - Argen-
tina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, 
China, France, Germany, India, 
Indonesia, Italy, Japan, South 
Korea, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Ara-
bia, South Africa, Türkiye, United 
Kingdom and the United States 
and the European Union. The 
G20 members represent around 
85 per cent of the global GDP, over 
75 per cent of the global trade, 
and about two-thirds of the world 
population. — ANI

During his visit to

India, Biden will

participate in the 

G20 Summit, where 

he and G20 partners

will discuss a range 

of joint eff orts to 

tackle global issues, 

including the clean

energy transition

and combatting 

climate change

Former Harrods 

owner Mohamed Al 

Fayed dies aged 94

LONDON: Businessman Mo-
hamed Al Fayed died at the age of 
94, the football club he once owned
announced on Friday evening.

The Egyptian-born business gi-
ant made his name in the United
Kingdom, where he was known as
the former owner of the upscale
London department store Har-
rods. He also owned the Fulham
Football Club, which announced
his passing.

“We owe Mohamed a debut of 
gratitude for what he did for our
Club,” Fulham wrote in a post on
X, the platform formerly known
as Twitter.“Mrs Mohamed Al
Fayed, her children and grand-
children wish to confi rm that her
beloved husband, their father and
their grandfather, Mohamed, has
passed away peacefully of old age
on Wednesday, August 30, 2023,”
the family statement, which was
released by Fulham FC on Friday,
said.

After moving to the UK in the
1970s, Al-Fayed bought a number
of lavish businesses and forced his
way into London’s high society. He
also owned the legendary Ritz Ho-
tel in Paris for four decades.

He became a more controversial
fi gure, nevertheless, when he pub-
licly fought for British citizenship,
and even more so after Diana and
his son Dodi Fayed passed away in
Paris in 1997, according to CNN.

— ANI

E G Y P T I A N  B U S I N E S S M A N

Wildfi re burning across Huntsville

TEXAS: A large wildfi re burning 
across Huntsville, Texas, forced 
some parts of the city to evacuate 
on Friday, according to media re-
port. Forecasters have predicted 
extremely hot weather to persist 
over the Labor Day weekend.

As per Texas A&M Forest Ser-
vice, the fi re, named the “Game 
Preserve Fire,” has burned an 
estimated 500 acres and is 0 per 

cent contained. Aircraft are drop-
ping water to assist with fi refi ght-
ing eff orts, the Walker County Of-
fi ce of Emergency Management
said. Communications supervi-
sor for Walker County, Steph-
anie Harris, told CNN that the
county’s emergency management
offi  ce has recommended evacu-
ation for everyone within three
miles of Lost Indian Camp Road.

A large area northwest of Hunts-
ville has been evacuated.

Huntsville, the county seat of 
Walker County, is located north 
of Houston, Texas.

On July 21, Walker County is-
sued a burn ban prohibiting out-
side burning. On Thursday night, 
the emergency management of-
fi ce said dry conditions led to crit-
ical fi re weather conditions. — ANI

U N I T E D  S T A T E S
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Gabon’s coup leader Oligui 
assures ‘more democracy’
LIBREVILLE: General Brice
Oligui Nguema, who led military 
offi  cers in seizing power in Ga-
bon, said the dissolution of the
country’s institutions was “tem-
porary,” amid pressure on the
junta to hand power to a civilian
government.

“It is a question of reorganis-
ing [institutions] in order to make
them more democratic and more
in line with international stand-
ards... for human rights, funda-
mental freedoms, democracy and
the rule of law,” he said in a tel-
evised address on Friday evening.

Oligui is due to be sworn in as
“transitional president” on Mon-
day, but he has not been interna-
tionally recognised as the coun-
try’s legitimate leader.

On Wednesday, military offi  c-
ers placed President Ali Bongo
under house arrest minutes after
an announcement that he had
secured a third term in the latest
contested elections. Bongo’s fam-
ily had ruled Gabon for more than
fi ve decades.

What did Oligui say?
The military general said the jun-
ta would proceed with its plans
“quickly but surely” while trying 

to avoid repeating previous mis-
takes by keeping the same people
in power.

“Going as quickly as possible
does not mean organizing ad hoc
elections, where we will end up
with the same errors,” Oligui said.

His remarks came after EC-
CAS, the Central African regional
bloc, urged a rapid return to con-
stitutional order, and the African
Union called for fair and trans-
parent reaction.

Oligui also warned busi-
ness leaders in the oil-rich state
against “over-billing,” a day after
meeting 200 of them and accus-
ing some of them of complicity in
corruption with the old regime.

“It is diffi  cult to perceive, at this
stage, your commitment or patri-
otism when it comes to the devel-
opment expected by our compa-
triots,” he said. Oligui also said he
would make sure the overcharged
money “comes back to the state.”

What does the 
opposition say?
The main opposition group, Al-
ternance 2023, says it is the right-
ful winner of the most recent
election that was held last Satur-
day. The group has called on the

international community to en-
courage the junta to hand power 
back to civilians.

“We are happy that they put 
Bongo out of the presidency. But 
now we want to work on Gabon,” 
Alexandra Pangha, the spokes-
person for the opposition candi-
date Albert Ondo Ossa, told DW 
on Friday.

“Therefore, we need the mili-
tary [rule] to end so that all the 
projects, all the plans that Mr. 
Ossa and many of the opposition 
had, we can work on it and give 
Gabon a better side, a happier 
side.”

She added that the opposition 
hoped to get an invitation from 
the junta to discuss a transition 
plan.

Later on Friday, the US said it 
was pursuing “viable diplomatic 
solutions” to the situations in 
both Gabon and Niger, where a 
coup ousted elected President 
Mohamed Bazoum late July.

The latest developments in Ga-
bon, located on the west coast of 
Central Africa, come after coups 
in nearby Chad, West Africa’s 
Guinea, Niger, as well as two each 
in Mali and Burkina Faso since 
2020. — DW

R E T U R N  T O  C O N S T I T U T I O N A L  O R D E R

ISRO successfully launches 
India’s maiden solar mission 

SRIHARIKOTA: The PSLV-
C57.1 rocket carrying the Aditya-
L1 orbiter, lifted off  successfully 
from the Satish Dhawan Space 
Centre in Sriharikota, Andhra 
Pradesh at 11.50 am on Saturday.

The successful launch of the 
maiden solar mission of the In-
dian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO) came on the heels of the 
historic lunar landing mission — 
Chandrayaan-3.

The ISRO successfully placed 
a lander on the unexplored lunar 
South Pole, a feat that put India in 
the record books as the fi rst coun-
try to do so.

According to the agency, the 
Aditya-L1 mission is expected to 
reach the observation point in four 
months.

It will be placed in a halo orbit 
around Lagrangian Point 1 (or L1), 
which is 1.5 million km away from 
the Earth in the direction of the 
sun. It will carry seven diff erent 
payloads to have a detailed study 
of the sun, four of which will ob-
serve the light from the sun and 
the other three will measure in-
situ parameters of the plasma and 
magnetic fi elds.

The largest and technically most 
challenging payload on Aditya-L1 
is the Visible Emission Line Coro-
nagraph or VELC.

VELC was integrated, tested, 
and calibrated at the Indian In-
stitute of Astrophysics’ CREST 

(Centre for Research and Educa-
tion in Science Technology) cam-
pus in Hosakote in collaboration
with ISRO.

This strategic location will en-
able Aditya-L1 to continuously 
observe the sun without being 
hindered by eclipses or occulta-
tion, allowing scientists to study 
solar activities and their impact

on space weather in real time. 
Also, the spacecraft’s data will help 
identify the sequence of processes 
that lead to solar eruptive events 
and contribute to a deeper under-
standing of space weather drivers.

Major objectives of India’s so-
lar mission include the study of 
the physics of solar corona and 
its heating mechanism, the solar 

wind acceleration, coupling and
dynamics of the solar atmosphere,
solar wind distribution and tem-
perature anisotropy, and origin of 
Coronal Mass Ejections (CME)
and fl ares and near-earth space
weather.

According to the Bengaluru-
based Indian Institute of Astro-
physics, the atmosphere of the sun,
the corona, is what is seen during 
a total solar eclipse. A coronagraph
like the VELC is an instrument
that cuts out the light from the disk
of the sun, and can thus image the
much fainter corona at all times,

Earlier, on August 23, India be-
came the fourth country after the
US, China, and Russia to have suc-
cessfully placed a lander on the
moon’s surface.

After the historic touchdown, the
‘Vikram’ lander and the ‘Pragyan’
rover performed diff erent set tasks
on the lunar surface, including fi nd-
ing the presence of sulphur and re-
cording relative temperature. — ANI
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SRIHARIKOTA:
Indian Space Research
Organisation on Saturday 
said that the fi rst earth-
bound fi ring to raise
the Aditya-L1 orbit is
scheduled for September 
3 around 11:45 hours.

“Aditya-L1 started gen-
erating the power. The
solar panels are deployed. 
The fi rst EarthBound
fi ring to raise the orbit is 
scheduled for September 
3 around 11:45 hours,” 
said ISRO.

The PSLV-C57.1 rocket
carrying the Aditya-L1
orbiter lifted off  suc-
cessfully from the Satish
Dhawan Space Centre
in Sriharikota, Andhra 
Pradesh at 11.50 am on 
Saturday.

Third stage
“The third stage of the 
separation of PSLV carry-
ing the Aditya-L1 orbiter 
has been completed,” as
per ISRO.

The launch of Aditya-
L1 by PSLV-C57 is ac-
complished successfully,
it said. The vehicle has
placed the satellite pre-
cisely into its intended 
orbit. India’s fi rst solar
observatory has begun its
journey to the destination 
of Sun-Earth L1 point, 
the agency said. 

— ANI

Earth-bound 
fi ring to raise 
Aditya-L1 orbit 
on September 3 

Thai King
reduces
former PM
Thaksin’s
prison term 
to one year

BANGKOK: Thailand’s King 
Maha Vajiralongkorn reduced
the prison sentence of the coun-
try’s former prime minister
Thaksin Shinawatra from eight
years to one, according to media 
report.

Thaksin Shinawatra, the
head of a famous political dy-
nasty who returned to Thailand
last week after a 15-year self-
imposed exile, has requested a 
royal pardon, the country’s out-
going justice minister revealed
on Thursday.

In a statement released by 
Thailand’s Royal Gazette Fri-
day, the sentence of Shiawatra 
was reduced.

The statement read, “With
His Majesty’s graciousness,
he has reduced the sentence
of the male inmate Thaksin
Shinawatra to one year,” CNN
reported.

Thaksin’s dedication to the
country, loyalty to the monar-
chy, and having “confessed and
regretted” his past misdeeds
were all considered, according 
to the statement.

“He used to hold a position as
the prime minister of Thailand
who served the country and his
works benefi ted the people and
the country. He holds his loyalty 
to the monarchy. And when he
was charged and convicted by 
the court to the mentioned im-
prisonment sentence, with his
respect in the justice system, he
confessed and regretted to his
acts,” the statement read, ac-
cording to CNN.

The prison sentence was ap-
parently reduced keeping in
mind Thaksin’s plea, however,
the statement did not clarify 
exactly when the former prime
minister of Thailand submitted
it.— ANI

R O Y A L  P A R D O N
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India edge Pakistan in a thriller; 
Oman claim a creditable bronze

MUSCAT:  The inaugural edition 
of the Asian Hockey Federation 
(AHF) Men’s and Women’s Hock-
ey5s Asia Cup turned out to be a 
happy hunting ground for India 
as they claimed a grand double at 
the tournament, which concluded 
at the Sultan Qaboos Youth Sports 
Complex in Salalah on Saturday.

India women had won the ti-
tle on August 28 and on Saturday, 
India defeated traditional rivals 
Pakistan to lift the men’s title in
a penalty shootout 2-0 after the 
teams were locked in a 4-4 stale-
mate at the end of the 30 minutes 
regulation play.

Oman claimed a creditable 
bronze medal after a stellar display 
in the playoff  match for third place 
against Malaysia.

In the summit clash, Pakistan 
led India 3-2 at the interval with 
goals from Abdul Rehman (fi fth 
minute), captain Abdul Rana 
(13th) and Zikriya Hayat (14th). 
For India, Jugraj Singh drew par-
ity in the seventh minute after Ad-
bul Rehman’s goal and Maninder 
Singh put India ahead (2-1) in the 
tenth minute. After the interval, 
India trailed 4-2 following a goal 
from Arshad Liaqat in the 19th 
minute. Mohammed Raheel’s 
brace saw India draw level with 
goals in the 19th minute and 26th 
minute to force a shootout.

In the shootout, Pakistan’s Ar-
shad Liaqat failed twice to get past 
India’s Suraj Karkera, who also 
thwarted Muhammad Murtaza 
while Gurjot Singh and Maninder
Singh successfully converted to 
give their team the coveted title.

The win also avenged the loss to 
Pakistan during the group stage in 
the tournament.

The Asia Cup also served as the 

qualifi ers for the FIH Men’s and 
Women’s Hockey5s World Cup, 
which will be staged in Muscat 
in January 2024. The top-three 
teams earned qualifi cation but 
with Oman already qualifi ed as a 
host nation, Malaysia took the spot 
from Asia with India and Pakistan.

The draw of the Hockey5s 
World Cup will be held in Salalah 
on Sunday.

Oman fi nish third
Coached by experienced Dutch 
coach Siegfried Aikman, Oman 
edged past Malaysia 5-4 in a thrill-
er to fi nish third. Both the teams 
were tied 2-2 at the interval.

Aiman Madit (5th and 19th min-
utes) and Khalid Al Shaaibi (11th 
and 24th minutes) scored a brace 
each while Rashad Al Fazari net-
ted the winner with just a minute 
left for the hooter.

Kamarulzaman Kamaduddin 
hit a double for Malaysia (7th and 
22nd) while the other scorers were 
Muhibddin Moharam (11th) and 
Akhimullah Anuar (26th).

One-sided semi-fi nals
Earlier on Saturday morning, In-
dia overpowered Malaysia 10-4 
in a semi-fi nal game, to set up a 
summit clash with arch-rivals Pa-
kistan. India led 3-2 at the interval.

Mohammed Raheel (9’, 16’, 24’, 
28’), Maninder Singh (2’), Pawan 
Rajbhar (13’), Sukhvinder (21’), 
Dipsan Tirkey (22’), Jugraj Singh 
(23’), and Gurjot Singh (29’) scored 
the goals for India, while  captain 
Ismail Abu (4’), Akhimullah Anuar 
(7’, 19’), Muhamad Din (19’) were 
on target for Malaysia.

Pakistan outplayed hosts Oman 
7-3 in the fi rst semi-fi nal, also on 
Saturday morning. Pakistan led 
the hosts 4-2 at halftime.

India’s previous meeting against 
Pakistan in the tournament in the 
elite pool stage match had ended 
with Pakistan winning 5-4.

On Friday, Oman reached the 

semi-fi nals with a 5-3 win over 
Bangladesh 5-3 in a cross-over 
match.

Rashad Al Fazari, Khalid Al 
Shaibi, Salah Al Saadi, Fahad Al 
Lawati were the scorers for Oman.

Earlier, the hosts edged Kazakh-
stan 1-0 in their fi rst cross-over 
match to set-up a clash against 
Bangladesh for a place in the semi-
fi nals. Al Fazari netted the all-im-
portant goal for Oman.

In the other classifi cation 
matches played on Saturday, Hong 
Kong beat Afghanistan 12-5 to fi n-
ish tenth among 11 participating 
nations, Japan ended up eighth af-
ter their 9-1 defeat to Kazakhstan 

while Indonesia fi nished ninth. 
Bangladesh claimed the fi fth 

spot after a hard-fought 7-6 win 
over Iran with the teams tied 3-3 at 
the break.

Pakistan’s Abdul Rana emerged 
as the tournament’s top-scor-
er with 27 goals while India’s 
Maninder Singh was second best 
with 22 goals.

Oman’s Rashad Al Fazari was 
the host nation’s top scorer with 
14 goals.
Final standings: 1 India, 
2 Pakistan, 3 Oman, 4 Malaysia, 
5 Bangladesh, 6 Iran, 7 Kazakh-
stan, 8 Japan, 9 Indonesia, 10 Hong 
Kong, 11 Afghanistan.

The inaugural edition 

of AHF Men’s and 

Women’s Hockey5s

Asia Cup concluded

in Salalah on

Saturday
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REFINERIES PRODUCTION
The production of refi neries and
petroleum industries in Oman increased 
by 13.5 percent at the end of July 
2023, according to a new report. The 
production of standard grade petrol (M-
91) by Omani refi neries at the end of July 
2023 rose by 31.2 percent to 1.22 million 
barrels.

MSX RECORDS ITS BEST 
The Muscat Stock Exchange in August 
recorded the best closing level since 
last March, after the main index of the 
stock exchange rose close to the level of 
4,800 points, recording a monthly rise 
of 22 points, rising for the third month 
in a row.
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MSX in August records its best 
closing level since last March

MUSCAT: The Muscat Stock 
Exchange in August recorded the 
best closing level since last March, 
after the main index of the stock 
exchange rose close to the level of 
4,800 points, recording a monthly 
rise of 22 points, rising for the 
third month in a row.

The index closed in March at 
4,863 points, but it declined in 
April to 4,718 points and contin-
ued its losses in May, falling to 
4,626 points. However, it was able 
to rise by more than 141 points in 
June and continued its rise in July, 
rising by about 8 points to 4,776 
points, and doubling its gains. Last 
month, August trading ended at 
about 4,799 points.

These gains came in conjunction 
with the improvement witnessed 
by the national economy, the rise 
in the Sultanate of Oman’s rank-
ing in international indicators, the 

decline in public debt, the rise in 
gross domestic product (GDP), and 
the state’s general budget achieving 
a surplus of OMR656 million in the 
fi rst half of the current year. These 
indicators are expected to be re-
fl ected in the performance of com-
panies. Public shareholding listed 
on the stock exchange.

The sectoral indicators wit-
nessed a variation in their perfor-
mance, while the Sharia index re-
corded an increase of 11 points, the 
fi nancial sector index witnessed an 
increase of 4 points, and the per-
formance of the industrial and ser-
vices indexes was negative, as the 
industry sector index declined by 
107 points, and the services sector 
index recorded a decline of 9 points.

Trading data for August issued 
by the MSX showed a 3.9 percent 
increase in the number of deals ex-
ecuted, which rose to 11,347 com-
pared to 10,914 in July, benefi ting 
from investors’ interest in buying 
shares of Bank Muscat, Abraaj 
Energy Services, Ooredoo, Bank 
Nizwa, and Omantel, which came 
at the top of the companies in the 
number of transactions.

The value of shares traded in 
August recorded an increase of 

15.6 percent to reach OMR55.5 
million, compared to OMR48 mil-
lion in July, while trading in the 
bond and sukuk market witnessed 
a decline from OMR18.9 million to 
OMR8 million, and the total value 
of trading last month reached 
OMR63.6 million compared to 
OMR66.9 million Omani riyals in 
July and OMR52.8 million in June.

Omantel topped the most trad-
ed companies in terms of trading 
value with OMR14.8 million, rep-
resenting 23.3 percent of the total 
trading value. Last August, the 
company distributed interim cash 
dividends amounting to 5 baisas 
per share to shareholders regis-
tered in the records of the Muscat 
Clearing and Depository Company 
(MCDC) on August 31.

Bank Muscat’s share attracted 
investors to witness the execu-
tion of 1,919 transactions worth 
OMR12.88 million, representing 
20.2 percent of the total trading 
value. The share price closed at 
285 baisas, up 5 baisas. Ooredoo’s 
share witnessed the execution of 
962 deals worth OMR7.78 million, 
representing 12.2 percent of the 
share. The total trading value, and 
the share price closed at 386 bai-

sas, up 19 baisas.
The shares of Bank Sohar Inter-

national witnessed good demand 
from investors, witnessing 619 
transactions worth OMR3.23 mil-
lion, representing 8 percent of the 
total trading value.

The share price rose by one bai-
sa and closed at 107 baisas.

The month of August witnessed 

the completion of the merger be-
tween Bank Sohar International 
and HS Bank. BC Oman, which 
merged through annexation with 
Bank Sohar, causing HSBC Bank 
Oman to leave the trading screens. 
After the merger, Bank Sohar, with 
a capital of OMR561.5 million be-
came the third largest company 
listed on the MSX in terms of mar-

ket value of OMR585 million after
Bank Muscat, which came in the
lead with more than OMR1.13 bil-
lion, and Omantel, which ranked
second with a market value of 
OMR772 million. Bank Dhofar
ranked fourth with OMR524.3
million and the National Bank of 
Oman (NBO) ranked fi fth with
OMR481.2 million. -ONA

The gains came in 

conjunction with 

the improvement

witnessed by

the national

economy, the rise 

in Oman’s ranking

in international 

indicators and the

decline in public debt

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Omani stock 
market continued to trade side-
ways, extending the trend of the 
last two months during which 
the market was unable to fi nd 
a clear direction, according to 
an analyst. However, volatil-
ity remained elevated with un-
certainty aff ecting sentiment 
among investors which moni-
tored developments on other 
global stock markets as well as 
on energy markets.

“Despite its lack of clear di-
rection, the main index was 
able to record a small gain this 
week supported by the slightly 
positive performance of the 
services and fi nancial sectors,” 
Ahmed Negm Head of Mar-
ket Research Mena at XS.com, 
said. “The industrial sector, 
however, remained mostly un-
changed, lagging the rest of the 
market,” he added.

Individual stocks were see-
ing mixed results with strong 

price swings in some cases 
with smaller stocks on the 
parallel market in particular 
leading performances. “On the 
regular market, price changes 
were more limited. At the same 
time, bank stocks represented 
the bulk of trading volumes,” 
Ahmed Negm said.

He further added that Omani 
stocks could see some gains 
during the next trading ses-
sions if volumes continue to 
increase compared to the pre-
vious few weeks. The market 
could also benefi t from strong-

er oil prices if the energy mar-
ket remains on its current up-
ward trend.

Oil prices were able to re-
bound after a period of uncer-
tainty and could provide some
support to investors’ senti-
ment. Omani oil prices have
rebounded in the same way and
neared this year’s high. “Crude
prices could see strong gains as
traders’ expectations lean to-
ward a tighter market while oil
exporters could extend produc-
tion cuts and demand could be
more solid as shown by the US
crude inventory drawdowns
that were stronger than expect-
ed,” he added.

Globally, sentiment was
shifting regarding infl ation and
monetary policy. At the same
time, fi gures on the US job mar-
ket were aff ecting expectations
while US gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) fi gures were below
forecasts, adding to the uncer-
tainty around monetary policy 
in the US, Ahmed Negm said.

Oman’s benchmark index records small gain

Oman sees 13.5% jump in production 
of refi neries, petroleum industries

MUSCAT: The production of re-
fi neries and petroleum industries 
in Oman increased by 13.5 percent 
at the end of July 2023, according 
to a new report.

The preliminary statistics is-
sued by the National Centre for 
Statistics and Information (NCSI 
indicate that the production of 
standard grade petrol (M-91) by 
Omani refi neries at the end of July 
2023 rose by 31.2 percent to 1.22 
million barrels, compared to the 
same period in 2022.

Exports of M-95 fuel decreased 
by 84.9 percent while exports of 

gas oil (diesel) amounted to about 
11.95 million barrels, an increase 
of 26.9 percent. The exports of 
aviation fuel rose by 71.6 percent 
4.42 million barrels while exports 
of liquefi ed petroleum gas (LPG) 
amounted to 369,800 barrels.

Paraxylene exports reached 
311,400 metric tonnes, gasoline 
97,500 metric tonnes and polypro-
pylene exports increased by 26.5 
percent to 147,000 metric tonnes.

NCSI statistics indicate that 
the production of standard grade 
petrol increased by 27.1 percent 
to reach 9.61 million barrels at 

the end of July 2023 while its to-
tal sales amounted to 8.29 million 
barrels. The production of M95 
fuel was estimated at 7.20 million 
barrels while its sales decreased to 
6.90 million barrels.

Diesel gas oil production in-
creased by 9 percent to reach 
19.86 million barrels, with its sales 
reaching 8.11 million barrels. Avia-
tion fuel production also increased 
by 64.6 percent to reach 6.85 mil-
lion barrels while its sales reached 
2.53 million barrels. The LPG pro-
duction rose by 41.4 percent to 
reach 4.91 million barrels. - ONA

STAT I ST I C S

CMA reviewing 
prospectus of 
OQ Gas Networks
MUSCAT: The Capital Market 
Authority (CMA) is reviewing the 
prospectus of OQ Gas Networks 
Company. The prospectus is the 
biggest one for shares in Oman’s 
capital market and would place 
for public off ering approximately 
OMR212 million, representing 49 
percent of the company’s capital.

The CMA advised citizens and 
residents interested in this invest-
ment to open investor accounts 

with Muscat Clearing and Deposi-
tory Company, concerned with 
preserving the shareholders’ reg-
isters. The prospectus directs the 
investors to the right investment 
decision as it includes the impor-
tant information and details on the 
company’s fi nancial position and 
its vision for expansion, opportuni-
ties of success and the challenges 
facing the company and the com-
pany’s ability to compete. - ONA

I NVESTMENT

Pact inked to set up Oman’s 

fi rst state-of-the-art aqua feed 

manufacturing factory in Duqm 

Times News Service

MUSCAT: International Fish Feed 
Company (IFFC), a pioneering 
aqua feed company, with its manu-
facturing base in Duqm,announced 
its strategic partnership with 
Skretting, a nutreco company, and a 
global leader in aqua feed solutions 
and animal nutrition.

This collaboration marks a 
signifi cant milestone for IFFC, 
empowering them to revolution-
ise the aquaculture industry with 
cutting-edge feed and nutrition 
solutions, for which Skretting is 
so well known. The fi rst phase of 
the new state-of-the-art facility 
is expected to be completed and 
start its commercial production 
by the end of 2024 with an annual 
built-in capacity of 31,200 MT.

The project has been conceived 
and aligned with Oman’s 2040 
Vision and the Strategic Develop-
ment Goals of the UN, committed 
to promoting economic growth 
and environmental sustainability 
in Oman.

The aquaculture sector is rap-
idly expanding to meet the grow-
ing global demand for sustain-
able seafood. With this surge in 
production, the industry faces 
numerous challenges, including 
ensuring the highest quality diets 
for aquatic species while mini-
mising environmental impact. 

IFFC recognises these challenges 
and is committed to providing 
innovative, sustainable and high-
performance aqua feed solutions.

Nutreco, with its extensive ex-
pertise in animal nutrition, has 
been a trusted partner for nu-
merous industries worldwide. 
The partnership between IFFC 
and Skretting will leverage the 
strengths and knowledge of both 

companies to develop next-gener-
ation aqua feeds that enhance the 
health, growth and sustainability 
of aquaculture species. 

With this partnership, IFFC 
also gains access to Skretting’s ad-
vanced research and development 
capabilities, its global network of 
facilities, and its vast portfolio of 
high-quality ingredients. Togeth-
er, IFFC and Skretting will focus 
on optimising the nutritional pro-
fi les of aqua feeds, incorporating 
novel ingredients, and implement-
ing sustainable sourcing practices.

In the meantime, IFFC will 
also function as Skretting’s ex-
clusive distributor in the Sultan-
ate of Oman. As an authorised 
distributor for Skretting, IFFC 
off ers a comprehensive range of 
innovative and sustainable aqua 
feed products to fi sh and shrimp 
farmers across Oman. 

“In a joint statement released, 
Hay Kleuskens, Director, Nutreco, 
Middle East and Africa and Salim 
Al Amri, CEO, IFFC said, “Togeth-
er, we will push the boundaries of 
aquaculture nutrition, develop in-
novative feed solutions, and con-
tribute to the overall sustainability 
of the industry. This partnership 
marks a signifi cant milestone in 
IFFC’s journey, and we are excited 
about the positive impact it will 
have on aquaculture practices in 
the region.”

COLLABORAT I ON
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Manufacturing 

sector growth 

gains momentum

NEW DELHI: India’s manu-
facturing sector growth gained
momentum in August with the
Purchasing Managers Index
(PMI) posting 58.6 as compared
to 57.7 in July.

The indices vary between 0
and 100, with a reading above 50
indicating an overall increase
compared to the previous month,
and below 50 an overall decrease.

According to S&P Global’s In-
dia Manufacturing Purchasing 
Managers’ Index report, new
orders in and manufacturing 
output increased at the quickest
rates in nearly three years dur-
ing the month of August.

“Firms geared up to handle ris-
ing demand by scaling up buying 
levels and rebuilding their input
stocks at the second-strongest
pace in 18-and-a-half years of data 
collection,” it said in its report.

On the price front, cost infl a-
tionary pressures accelerated
but there was a slower uptick in
selling charges, it noted.

“The PMI results for India 
painted a vibrant picture of the
nation’s manufacturing land-
scape in August. Robust and
accelerated increases in new
orders and production suggest
that the sector looks set to pro-
vide a strong contribution to
the second quarter (fi scal) eco-
nomic growth,” said Pollyanna 
De Lima, Economics Associate
Director at S&P Global Market
Intelligence. -ANI

I ND I A
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MICHIGAN: According to the 
University of Michigan Health 
C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital Na-
tional Poll on Children’s Health, 
more than half of parents identify 
mental health issues as their top 
health worry for their children 
and teens.

Overall, mental health and 
technology use topped this year’s 
top ten list of parent concerns 
about health-related issues for 
children in the United States, sur-
passing childhood obesity, which 
parents regarded as the top chil-
dren’s health issue a decade ago.

“Parents still view problems di-
rectly impacting physical health, 
including unhealthy eating and 
obesity, as important children’s 
health issues. But these have been 
overtaken by concerns about men-
tal health, social media and screen 
time,” said Mott Poll co-director 
and Mott paediatrician Susan 
Woolford, M.D., M.P.H.

Two-thirds of parents are wor-
ried about children’s increased 
time on devices, including overall 
screen time and use of social me-
dia, taking the No.1 and No.2 spots 
on the list of children’s health con-
cerns this year, according to the 
nationally representative poll.

“Children are using digital de-
vices and social media at younger 
ages, and parents may struggle 
with how to appropriately moni-
tor use to prevent negative im-
pacts on safety, self-esteem, social 
connections and habits that may 
interfere with sleep and other ar-
eas of health,” Woolford said.

Screen time became a growing 
concern for parents during the 
pandemic, previous reports sug-

gest. Woolford encourages par-
ents to regularly evaluate their 
children’s use of technology and 
consider limiting use if they no-
tice signs of unhealthy interac-
tions or behaviours. Certain social 
media and device settings can also 
help protect kids.

The poll fi ndings, which are 
based on 2,099 responses collect-
ed in February, also demonstrate 
parents’ continued concern about 
children’s mental health. The 
majority of parents view depres-
sion, suicide, stress, anxiety, and 
related topics like bullying as big 
problems.

And nearly half of parents ex-
pressed concern about a lack of 
mental health services. “The mis-
match between the growing num-
ber of youth with mental health 
concerns and the limited access 
to mental health services has se-
rious implications for children’s 
well-being,” Woolford said.

Parents also shared a high level 
of concern about school violence, 
which may refl ect direct experi-
ence with school shootings or 
fi ghts as well as media coverage 
about such events, Woolford said.

She added that changes to the 
school environment, such as 
metal detectors, armed guards 
and locked doors, as well as active 

shooter drills may remind chil-
dren and parents about the poten-
tial for school violence. Parents 
may struggle with how to manage 
their own stress and anxiety while 
they try to reassure their children.

“Parents may want to talk with 
their child periodically about how 
safe they feel at school and what 
they’ve heard about violent inci-

dents,” Woolford said. 
“They should tailor the infor-

mation to their child’s age and 
avoid sharing graphic details 
while off ering reassurance about 
safety measures that their school 
has in place.”

Parents in low-income house-
holds were more likely to view sev-
eral children’s health issues as a 
major concern, including depres-
sion and suicide, bullying, school 
violence, unsafe neighbourhoods, 
drinking and drugs, smoking and 
vaping, teen pregnancy and sexual 
activity, child abuse and neglect, 
parental stress, discrimination, 
COVID, and health risks from 
pollution.

Meanwhile, parents in middle 
and high-income homes are more 
likely to rate overuse of devices 
and social media as signifi cant 
problems.“Diff erences in how 
parents view children’s health 
problems may refl ect their day-
to-day experiences dealing with 
environmental challenges such as 
unsafe neighbourhoods, as well as 
discrimination that may be more 
frequently experienced by chil-
dren from low-income homes,” 
Woolford said.

Concern about a greater num-
ber of child health issues may be 
refl ected in this group’s higher 

reports of parental stress as a big 
problem, Woolford added.But 
parents across income groups 
rated other topics similarly, in-
cluding unhealthy diet, obesity, 
healthcare costs, and lack of men-
tal health services.

Falling just outside the top 10 
children’s health concerns are 
obesity (48 per cent), guns/gun in-
juries (47 per cent), lack of mental 
health services (47 per cent), pov-
erty (45 per cent), drinking/using 
drugs (44 per cent), child abuse/
neglect (42 per cent), followed 
by unequal access to health care 
(35 per cent), parental stress (35 
per cent), inaccurate/misleading 
health information (31 per cent), 
teen pregnancy/sexual activity 
(31 per cent), discrimination (31 
per cent), unsafe neighbourhoods 
(30 per cent), and health risks 
from polluted water and air (23 
per cent).

At the bottom of the list: the 
safety of vaccines (16 per cent), 
over-involved parents/parents 
doing too much (13 per cent) and 
COVID (12 per cent).

“Today’s school-aged children 
have experienced dramatic shifts 
in classroom environments, 
technology norms and increased 
mental health challenges,” Wool-
ford said.“Parents should partner 
with schools, mentors and their 
child’s healthcare providers to ad-
dress both ongoing and emerging 
health concerns. They should also 
regularly revisit conversations 
with their children and teens that 
encourage them to share any con-
cerns they might be experiencing, 
both physically and emotionally.” 
       -ANI

OVERUSE OF SOCIAL MEDIA, 

BECOMES TOP PARENTAL 

ELECTRONIC GADGETS

CONCERNS

As children return 
to school, two 

issues are rising 
to the top of their 

parents’ concerns: 
the impact of 

social media and 
the internet on 
children’s lives.
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Football 2023-24

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Sohar’s impressive
start to the 2023-24 Omantel
League season continued with the
Al Batinah side recording one of 
the biggest upsets early in the sea-
son last week.

Playing at home on Wednes-
day night, Sohar stunned record
11-time champions and Sala-
lah heavyweights Dhofar 3-0 to
register the biggest win of the third
round of the top-fl ight league at
the Sohar Sports Complex.

The victory ensured Sohar con-
tinued to lead the standings for the
third successive round with seven
points but on goal-diff erence with
defending champions, Al Nahda,
closely on their heels, also having 
seven points.

Al Nahda were a comfortable 3-1
victors over Ibri for their second
successive triumph after begin-
ning the season with a draw.

Among the other winners were
two-time champions Seeb, who
were dominant in their 2-0 win
over Oman at the Seeb Sports Sta-
dium, to pick up their second con-
secutive victory and be at the third
spot with a game in hand.

Late goals for Sohar
At the Sohar Sports Complex, the
hosts had a good home crowd to
cheer them and egged on by their
fans, Sohar produced a sizzling dis-
play to outplay their fancied rivals.
Despite both the teams playing an
attacking game, goals remained
elusive due to poor fi nishing and
the fi rst half ended goalless.

Sohar drew the fi rst blood soon
after the restart as Frank William
scored in the 55th minute. Dhofar
had a golden chance to equalise
but Moataz Saleh failed to con-
vert a spot kick in the 74th minute.
The penalty hit the woodwork and
Dhofar’s Abdullah Noah failed to
fi nd the target off  the rebound.

Sohar capitalised on the miss
and the hosts’ foreign recruit Dan-
iel Aitor hammered in two quick
goals in the injury time for a com-
prehensive 3-0 win that helped the
side boost their goal-diff erence.

For Dhofar, it was their sec-
ond defeat in three games despite
starting the season with an easy 
3-0 win over Al Wahda.

Two in a row for Al Nahda
At the Al Buraimi Sports Complex
on Thursday night, hosts Al Nahda 
scored two goals within the fi rst
20 minutes, courtesy of Salah al

Yahyaei and Essam al Subhi.
Ibri managed to pull one back

through their professional Augusti
Malo.  However, al Yahyaei netted
the third goal to take the game be-
yond their rivals as the hosts led
3-1 at the interval.

Both the sides failed to score
in the next 45 minutes as Hamed
Al Azani’s Green Brigade picked
three points to keep the pressure
on leaders Sohar.

At the Seeb Sports Stadium,
Abdulaziz Al Miqbali got the fi rst
goal for Seeb against Oman Club
in the 37th minute while Omar
Al Fazari put in a goal in the 95th
minute of the match.

Also on Thursday, Sur were held
by bottom-placed Al Wahda in a 
six-goal thriller with the match at
the Sur Sports Complex ending in
a 3-3 draw. It was a great comeback
from the hosts who trailed 2-0 ear-
ly in the game as Wahda found the
goals through Perry Francis and
Walid Al Saadi in the 10th and 33rd
minutes, respectively.

Sur fought back in the second
half to not only equalise but take
lead, courtesy a brace from Roy 

Yoani and Ayman Ibrahim.
Two goals came in the injury time

of the match with Yoani raising 
hopes of Sur win with the third goal
in the 95th minute only for the joy to
be short-lived as Al Wahda’s Fran-
cis getting the equaliser three min-
utes later for an entertaining draw.

The draw helped Al Wahda, sea-
son debutants to pick up their fi rst
point of the top-fl ight league.

In another match played at the
Al Saada Sports Complex in Sala-
lah, a ten-man Al Nasr held on to
play out a goalless draw with Al
Shabab. Both the teams were goal-
less at halftime, but Al Nasr were
reduced to ten men soon after the
restart as Musab al Mamari was
shown a 54th-minute red card.

Al Shabab failed to capitalise on
the numerical advantage and had
a golden opportunity to seal the
match in their favour when they 
were awarded a spot kick. How-
ever, Abdul Rahman al Ghassani’s
penalty kick was saved by Al Nasr
goalkeeper Hassan al Breiki.

Both sides failed to end the
stalemate to pick a point each with
Al Nasr managing their fi rst point

after three rounds. Al Shabab
continue to look for their maiden
victory with two draws and one
loss so far.

And in another match that was
played on Wednesday, Bahla and
Al Rustaq drew 1-1 at the Nizwa 
Sports Complex.

Bahla’s Richard Arthur scored
the fastest goal of the season as
he found the target in the sec-
ond minute of the match. netting 
an early goal within the second
minute, setting the tone for an in-
tense match.

Al Rustaq stung by the early jolt
rallied and got the equaliser before
the half-hour mark as Moham-
med Al Ghafri scored in the 26th
minute. The match was played
with lot of intensity that kept the
referee busy as he fl ashed as many 
as six yellow cards with four Bahla 
players booked while two Rustaq
players got into the books.

It was the third successive draw
for Rustaq while Bahla have a win,
a loss and a draw so far.

The domestic league now takes
a break due to international FIFA 
Days and will resume on Sept 17.

Defending champs 

Al Nahda and

Seeb clubs record 

impressive victories 

in third round

SOHAR STUN DHOFAR 
TO REMAIN ON TOP

17
GOALS SCORED 
(THIRD WEEK)

3-0
BIGGEST WIN MARGIN 

(THIRD WEEK)

RED CARDS 
SHOWN SO FAR

6

CLUB P W D L GF GA PTS

Sohar 3 2 1 0 7 1 7

Al Nahda 3 2 1 0 6 2 7

Seeb 2 2 0 0 3 0 6

Sur 3 1 2 0 5 4 5

Bahla 3 1 1 1 2 2 4

Al Rustaq 3 0 3 0 2 2 3

Dhofar 3 1 0 2 3 4 3

Ibri 2 1 0 1 2 3 3

Oman 3 1 0 2 2 6 3

Al Shabab 3 0 2 1 1 2 2

Al Nasr 3 0 1 2 0 2 1

Al Wahda 3 0 1 2 3 8 1

  OMANTEL LEAGUE TABLE- WEEK 3

P: Played, W: Win, D: Draw, L: Loss, GF: Goals for, GA: Goals against, PTS: Points

Bahla-1 Al Rustaq-1

Sohar-3 Dhofar-0

Al Nahda-3 Ibri-1

Al Nasr-0 Al Shabab-0

Seeb-2 Oman-0

Sur-3 Al Wahda-3

ROUND THREE
RESULTS
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Djokovic survives Djere scare

NEW YORK: Novak Djoko-
vic avoided a huge shock as he 
recovered from a two-set defi cit to 
beat fellow Serb Laslo Djere and 
reach the US Open fourth round on 
Friday.

Djokovic, 36, maintained his bid 
for a record-equalling 24th major 
title with a 4-6, 4-6, 6-1, 6-1, 6-3 
win in New York.

It is the eighth time in Djokovic’s 
career he has fought back from two 
sets down to win.

On how a break after the second 
set helped his comeback, he said: 
“I did a pep talk in the mirror. It 
worked.”

He added: “I laughed at myself 
because I was so agitated and an-
noyed with the game. I had to force 
myself to lift my spirits.”

Three-time US Open champion 
Djokovic, who is aiming to move 
level with Australian Margaret 
Court’s tally of major wins, will 
play Croatian qualifi er Borna Gojo 
in the last 16.

Gojo, ranked 105th in the world, 
continued his remarkable run at 
Flushing Meadows with a 6-4 6-3 
6-2 win over Czech Jiri Vesely.

Djokovic will be the overwhelm-
ing favourite to beat 25-year-old 
Gojo when they meet on Sunday, 
but showed he can still be vulner-
able with a poor start against 32nd 
seed Djere.

However, he also showed all of 
the tenacity and powers of recov-
ery which have made him arguably 
the greatest player of all-time.

After clapping Djere out of Ar-
thur Ashe Stadium, Djokovic said: 
“It was one of the toughest match-
es I’ve played here in many years.

“Huge, huge credit to Laslo for 
playing some of the best tennis I’ve 
ever seen him play.”

Also, Spanish top seed Carlos 
Alcaraz continued the defence 
of his US Open men’s title with a 
straight-set win over South Afri-
ca’s Lloyd Harris on Friday.

Alcaraz, 20, was made to work 
hard in the third set before sealing 
a 6-3, 6-1, 7-6 (7-4) victory.

Alcaraz, aiming to become the 
fi rst man to win back-to-back US 
Open titles since Roger Federer in 
2008, will face Britain’s Dan Ev-
ans in the third round. Third seed 
Daniil Medvedev won 6-2, 6-2, 6-7 
(6-8), 6-2 against Chris O’Connell.

Meanwhile, John Isner brought 

the curtain down on his profes-
sional career as the American vet-
eran lost a fi ve-set thriller to com-
patriot Michael Mmoh.

Isner, 38, lost 3-6, 4-6, 7-6 (7-3), 
6-4, 7-6 (10-7) as Mmoh fought 
back from match point down to 
win a tense fi fth-set tie-break.

Italian Matteo Berrettini is out 
after retiring when trailing 6-4 5-3 
to France’s Arthur Rinderknech.

Elsewhere, American quar-
tet Taylor Fritz, Frances Tiafoe, 
Tommy Paul and Ben Shelton kept 
alive the nation’s hopes of a fi rst 
home men’s singles champion 
since Andy Roddick in 2003.

Tiafoe, seeded tenth, is into 
the fourth round for the fourth 

successive year after overcoming 
a slow start to beat France’s
Adrian Mannarino 4-6, 6-2, 6-3,
7-6 (8-6).

American men’s No.1 Fritz, 25,
needed only an hour and 30 min-
utes to win 6-1, 6-2, 6-0 against
Jakub Mensik - on the Czech teen-
ager’s 18th birthday - to record his
best run.

Paul, who won 6-1, 6-0, 3-6, 6-3
against Spain’s Alejandro Davi-
dovich Fokina, will play compa-
triot Shelton in the last 16 after he
beat Russian Aslan Karatsev 6-4,
3-6, 6-2, 6-0. Rising star Shelton
hit 26 aces, including one 147mph
serve - the fastest of the tourna-
ment so far. - Agencies

Three-time US Open 

champion fi ghts back

from two sets down 

against fellow Serb 

to advance 

NEW YORK: Denmark’s
Caroline Wozniacki contin-
ued her dream comeback 
by reaching the US Open
fourth round on Friday -
where she will meet Ameri-
can sixth seed Coco Gauff .

Former world No.1
Wozniacki, who retired in
2020 and had two children
before returning in August, 
beat American Jennifer 
Brady 4-6, 6-3, 6-1.

“If I play my best tennis,
I know I’m tough to beat,” 
Wozniacki, 33, said.

Gauff , 20, struggled in the 
fi rst set against Belgium’s
Elise Mertens before fi ght-
ing back to win 3-6, 6-3, 6-0
on Saturday.

There were also wins 
for Poland’s defending 
champion Iga Swiatek and 
French Open fi nalist Karo-
lina Muchova on day fi ve at
Flushing Meadows.

But Kazakh fourth 
seed Elena Rybakina was 
knocked out after a thrilling 
late-night encounter against
Romanian 30th seed Sorana 
Cirstea.

Rybakina, 24, hit a double 
fault on match point as
33-year-old Cirstea contin-
ued one of the fi nest seasons 
of her career to reach the 
fourth round for the fi rst 
time.

“Obviously day by day I 
feel like I’m getting a little
bit better,” Wozniacki said.

Gauff  is aiming to become 
the fi rst home singles cham-
pion since Sloane Stephens 
in 2017

“A win is a win, it doesn’t 
matter how you get it done,” 
said Gauff . “If anything the 

three-setters show eve-
rybody else I’m not going 
down without a fi ght.”

World No.1 Swiatek
reached the US Open last 16 
with a dominant straight-
set victory over Slovenia’s 
Juvan.

The pair have known
each other since they were 
teenagers but Swiatek was 
ruthless in a 6-0, 6-1 win, 
making only one unforced
error in the fi rst set and 
dropping just 15 points in
the match.

“It is literally like playing 
against your sister because
we’ve known each other for
so long,” the Pole said.

“I didn’t like the fact that I 
was winning against my best
friend, but I knew that I have 
to be really focused and not
let myself think about that.”

Swiatek will play Jelena 
Ostapenko, who she has not 
beaten in three attempts, 
after the Latvian 20th seed 
fought back to beat Ameri-
can Bernarda Pera 4-6, 6-3, 
6-3. - Agencies

Wozniacki, Gauff  and
Swiatek in 4th round

Ferguson to captain Kiwis 

in Bangladesh ODI series

FIH boss appointed to top IOC body

WELLINGTON: Lockie Fergu-
son will captain New Zealand in
their ODI series against Bangla-
desh later this month with Tom
Latham among a group of senior
players given a break before the
World Cup.

Latham, currently leading the
one-day side in place of Kane
Williamson, has been rested from
the three-match tour in late Sep-
tember along with Devon Con-
way, Matt Henry, Daryl Mitchell,
Glenn Phillips, Mitchell Santner
and Tim Southee to allow them a 
short period at home.

Trent Boult will feature along 
with Kyle Jamieson and Adam
Milne. The spin bowling will be
shared between Ish Sodhi, Rachin
Ravindra and Cole McConchie.

Ferguson recently captained
New Zealand in a T20 warm-up
match against Worcestershire on
the current tour of England.

“Lockie is an experienced
bowler at the international level,
and this is an opportunity for him
to really lead from the front with
not just the bowling group but
the team as a whole,” head coach
Gary Stead said. “He stepped into
the role for the warm-up matches
in England and led a group with a 
lot of moving parts well.

“We have a very full schedule

between now until the end of our 
tour to Pakistan in April including 
the World Cup and the start of the 
new World Test Championship 
cycle so trying to keep players and 
staff  fresh and ready at the right 
times is paramount,” Stead added.

Dean Foxcroft, who has recently 
qualifi ed for New Zealand and 
made his T20I debut against UAE 
last month, has been included in the 
squad. Foxcroft had also featured in 
a D10 tournament in Oman.

The three ODIs will take place 
in Dhaka on September 21, 23 and 
26 with the teams then heading to 
India for the World Cup.
New Zealand squad: Lockie
Ferguson (capt), Finn Allen, Tom 
Blundell, Trent Boult. Chad Bow-
es, Dane Cleaver, Dean Foxcroft, 
Kyle Jamieson, Cole McConchie, 
Adam Milne, Henry Nicholls, Ra-
chin Ravindra, Ish Sodhi, Blair 
Tickner, Will Young. - Agencies

MUSCAT: The Internation-
al Hockey Federation (FIH)
President, Tayyab Ikram, has
been appointed by the President
of the International Olympic
Committee (IOC) Thomas Bach,
to the IOC Olympic Solidarity 
Commission.

The Olympic Solidarity 
Commission is responsible for
defi ning the main courses of 
action and managing the activi-
ties of Olympic Solidarity, for ex-
ample by approving programmes
and the related budgets, and mon-
itoring their implementation.

It enjoys fi nancial, technical
and administrative autonomy,
and reports to the IOC Executive
Board and President, keeping 
them regularly informed about
the main decisions taken.

In a letter addressed to the FIH
President, IOC President Thomas
Bach wrote: “Having reviewed the
composition of the IOC Commis-
sions this year, in consultation

with their respective chairs, it is
a great pleasure for me to appoint
you as a member of the Olympic
Solidarity Commission. I thank
you in advance for the valuable
contribution you will provide to
the work of the commission and
look forward to the great pleasure
of seeing you soon.”

Speaking on the appointment,
Ikram said: “It is a great honour
for me to once again serve in the
IOC Olympic Solidarity Commis-

sion, which has a huge impact on 
the athletes and in sports overall. 
It is a very important responsibil-
ity that I welcome wholeheart-
edly. The Commission does a lot 
for the welfare of athletes and the 
development of sport in all coun-
tries which has always been a 
personal mission of mine as well. 
My goal will be to not just help 
our sport of hockey, but also all 
athletes, no matter which sport 
they belong to.”
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Bank Muscat continues its cashback 
offer on international credit card usage 

MUSCAT: In response to the posi-
tive feedback that Bank Muscat 
credit cards witnessed and in line 
with its commitment to off er vari-
ous services and benefi ts to meet 
customers’ aspirations, Bank Mus-
cat, the leading fi nancial services 
provider in the Sultanate, contin-

ues the special off er on its credit 
cards when used internationally. 

Customers will get the chance to 
enter a monthly draw to get 100% 
cashback on their spending (capped 
at OMR100) for every OMR100 
spent using Bank Muscat credit 
cards internationally on POS ma-
chines or online. For every OMR100 
spent, the customer gets another 
1 chance to win. The higher the 
spending, the higher the chances 

to win. There will be 100 winners 
every month with a total of 700 win-
ners by the end of the campaign. The 
off er continues until December 31.

Bank Muscat credit card cus-
tomers enjoy curated discount 
off ers across a wide range of cat-
egories including, lifestyle, health 
and beauty, entertainment, travel 
and hotel stays. This is in addition 
to card usage benefi ts such as free 
travel insurance and rewards on 

spend. In line with its customer-
centric vision ‘To serve you bet-
ter, everyday’, Bank Muscat has
launched a new service within
its Internet and Mobile banking 
channels, which enables custom-
ers to submit applications for
Credit Cards digitally. It further
expands the list of options avail-
able to customers through the
bank’s various digital channels and
enhances banking convenience

leading to reduced waiting times 
when visiting branches.

The new features enable cus-
tomers to apply digitally for a va-
riety of Credit Cards including 
Visa Gold credit card, Visa Clas-
sic Credit Card, Bank Muscat 
Oman Air Visa Platinum credit 
card, Bank Muscat Lulu Titanium 
Mastercard credit card, Al Jawhar 
Visa Platinum credit card, Asalah 
Visa Signature credit card and 

the Private Banking Visa Infi nite
credit card according to the eligi-
bility norms for the same. After
selecting the desired product and
submitting the application form,
the customer will receive a con-
fi rmation letter with the reference
number of the form on the regis-
tered mobile phone number and e-
mail. The bank also delivers Credit
Cards to the customer’s doorstep
through courier services.

Customers will get

the chance to enter

a monthly draw to 

get 100% cashback

on their spending 

(capped at OMR100)

for every OMR100 

spent using Bank 

Muscat credit cards

internationally on

POS machines or

online

Federal Transformers and Switchgears announces delivery 
of fi rst batch packaged sub stations to Kahraama, Qatar

MUSCAT: Federal Transformers 
and Switchgears (FTS) Oman,an 
integral division of the Smart Elec-
trifi cation and Automation Sector 
(SEA) of The Zubair Corporation 
announces the delivery of the fi rst 
batch of ‘Made in Oman’ Packaged 
Sub Stations (PSS) to Kahraama, 
the Qatari Establishment for Elec-
tricity and Water, Qatar as part of a 
two-year contract.

The leadership team of the 
Smart Electrifi cation and Auto-

mation Sector signed the prestig-
ious OMR 16 million contract in 
early 2023 for the manufacture, 
testing, and supply of PSS of vari-
ous ratings by FTS Oman. The 
delivery marks a signifi cant mile-
stone within the project and high-
lights the company’s commitment 
to delivering high quality products 
and solutions as well as foster 
strong partnerships with custom-
ers within the Sultanate of Oman 
and in the region. FTS is the only 

approved supplier for PSS to Kah-
raama and has developed unique
solutions as well as obtained ac-
creditation from KEMA, Nether-
lands after multiple type tests.  

Sultan Al Ghaithi, Chief Ex-
ecutive Offi  cer of SEA noted, “Our
team’s expertise and dedication
have made this achievement pos-
sible. We proudly extend our sup-
port to the electricity distribution
system in the nation and the re-
gion across various government,

oil & gas, and infrastructural pro-
jects through value-added electri-
cal solutions and products. 

“The fi rst batch was recently 
inspected and accepted by Kah-
raama; an entity well-noted for 
their stringent standards for prod-
uct specifi cations.”

This contract will further FTS’s 
role in adding diversifi ed econom-
ic value in line with Oman Vision 
2040 as well as enhance employ-
ment and business opportunities 

that encourage national industrial 
sector participation.

Federal Transformers and 
Switchgears is a leader in the fi eld 
of manufacturing transformers 
and switchgears within the region 
and actively participates in sup-
porting the growth of the smart 
electrifi cation and automation 
sector by provision of advanced 
products that contribute to im-
proving the infrastructure of the 
electric division in the region.

T W O - Y E A R  C O N T R A C T
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