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Civil Aviation Authority (CAA)
has collaborated with over 70
entities to prepare the National
Civil Aviation Strategy 2040,
which is expected to be launched
mid-year. 

Naif bin Ali al Abri, Chairman
of CAA, made the announce-
ment in an interview with Oman
TV, emphasising that the strat-
egy is set to reinforce the sul-
tanate’s strategic aviation
position, leveraging its geograph-
ical advantage as a link between
East and West. “A significant
focus of the strategy is augmen-
tation of air cargo facilities at
Muscat and Salalah airports,
which are envisioned to become
pivotal hubs in the region,” he
said. 

Abri informed that the avia-
tion sector in Oman has begun to
recover from the COVID-19 pan-
demic; air traffic in the sultanate
increased 106% in 2023 com-
pared to 2019. “More than
465,000 aircraft crossed the sul-
tanate’s airspace in 2023, aver-
aging about 1,800 aircraft per
day, while Muscat International
Airport handled over 12.5mn
passengers last year.”

He added that CAA earned
RO110mn in revenues in 2023,
making it one of the largest gov-
ernment contributors to the state
treasury. "The aviation strategy
aims to ensure the financial sus-
tainability of the authority.”

Abri revealed that there are

plans to convert the old Muscat
International Airport into an avi-
ation museum in the near future. 

Oman-Saudi civil
aviation collaboration
CAA held a meeting with the
General Authority of Civil Avia-
tion (GACA) of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia in Muscat on
Thursday to boost bilateral rela-
tions and enhance regional and
international cooperation in civil
aviation.

The two sides discussed op-
portunities to increase air trans-
port rights and ways to optimally
activate the Saudi and Omani
airspaces to raise their efficiency
and capacity in line with the
steady growth in air traffic re-
gionally and globally.  

This aligns with the two side’s
efforts directed at exploring a
joint tourism calendar and facili-
tating tourism between the two
countries.  

Meteorology sector
Abri also informed that the au-
thority is not currently consider-
ing  privatisation of the
meteorology sector, as the de-
partment is considered a re-
gional centre. 

The authority also launched
an initiative called Friends of Me-
teorology last year for amateur
meteorologists. Its programme
aims to facilitate meetings and
training sessions focused on
weather forecasting.

CAA held the first gathering
of weather enthusiasts in 2023 in
which 150 participated. It was
aimed to help improve weather
enthusiasts’ skills and support
their growth in this field.

The authority launched its
new identity and also that of the
Civil Aviation Club last week.

Oxford, UK - H E Sayyid Badr al Busaidi, Foreign
Minister, has stated that the creation of a Pales-
tinian State at the earliest is essential to save the
Palestinian people from destitution, annihilation
and death.

In a speech in Oxford in the United Kingdom
on Thursday, H E Sayyid Badr said an emergency
international conference must be convened ur-
gently to agree on arrangements for implement-
ing a two-state solution.

“The creation of a Palestinian State is an exis-
tential necessity,” he said. “It is quite clear that
only with the rights that sovereignty confers can
the Palestinian people even hope to survive.
Without a state, they are condemned to a per-
petual threat of destitution, annihilation and
death.”

His comments were made in an hour-long lec-
ture - titled ‘Talking to Anyone for the Good of
Everyone’ - delivered at Oxford Centre for Is-
lamic Studies.

H E Sayyid Badr also
said representatives of
Hamas must be in-
cluded in the emer-
gency international
conference to fast-
track the establishment
of a Palestinian State.

“We have to deal
with the reality we in-
habit. And that reality
includes Hamas. The
international confer-
ence will have to include them too. Hamas can-
not be eradicated. So, if there is ever to be peace,
the peacemakers will have to find a way to talk
to them. And to listen. 

“This will require a change in thinking, and the
development of forms of practical diplomacy
that are suitable for a multipolar world in which
we all have to learn to talk to anyone, for the
good of everyone.

“Far too many talk mainly to their friends, and
make it a point of principle to refuse to talk to
those people they define as their enemies. Con-
fronted with the horrifying human catastrophe in
Gaza, there’s a refusal to do the one thing that
might open up a pathway to peace,” H E Sayyid
Badr elaborated. 

He argued that new thinking is needed to
adapt to the realities of the modern multipolar
world. “History has moved on faster than we

have. We need to catch up with history.”
Calling for an end to the “poisonous sectarian

logic that defines identity in religious terms”, he
said it is time for the people of the Middle East
“to see ourselves (and to be seen) as people with
complex social and cultural identities, rather than
defined entirely in terms of religious affiliations”.

He added, “I am not saying that the people
represented in Western media as the bad guys
are really the good guys. That's just the same
kind of binary thinking. What I am saying is that
bad and good just aren't helpful categories when
trying to make sense of a complex and dynamic
situation and act responsibly within it. There are
all kinds of different players with different inter-
ests and different perspectives. Only if you talk
to them and listen to them, can you find out what
their interests and perspectives really are and
start to work out how to work with them. This
has to be the basis on which we halt the catas-

trophe in Palestine.
And it has to be the
basis for diplomacy in a
multipolar world.”

H E Sayyid Badr
concluded his lecture
with a series of practi-
cal proposals. He said
the emergency inter-
national conference
charged with agreeing
arrangements for
Palestinian statehood
must be convened by

leaders of a number of countries properly repre-
sentative of the global majority.

“I am concerned that the present crisis is
deepening divisions between the Global South
and the Global North. The last thing we need is
to construct another false global division of the
kind we suffered during the Cold War.”

He also called for reform of the United Nations
Security Council, arguing that its voting structure
is a relic of the Cold War. “It is not properly mul-
tilateral. The veto is part of a zero-sum logic and
should be removed,” he said.

Following the lecture, H E Sayyid Badr was the
guest of honour at a dinner in the centre’s Oman
Hall, made possible by a generous gift from the
late Sultan Qaboos bin Said.

The lecture and dinner were attended by
diplomats, academics and distinguished foreign
policy experts.

Call for emergency 
conference to establish

Palestinian State
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In a move towards realising its
urban and real estate ambitions,
the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Planning (MHUP) has un-
veiled plans for a new tourism
city project, Al High, nestled in
the scenic Western Hajar moun-
tains. 

This was announced at a
media briefing held by the min-
istry on Wednesday, underscor-
ing the government's
commitment to bolstering
tourism and urban growth.

The Al High project is set to
feature a host of attractions, in-
cluding a dedicated tourism city,
a hotel, museum, cable car  and
an adventure centre. The initia-
tive is part of a broader strategy

for 2024, which includes about
130 initiatives aimed at enhanc-
ing competencies, accelerating
digital transformation, improving
governance and legislation, and
fostering a unique identity and
communication framework.

Among other notable initia-
tives is the design phase of the Al
Khuwair Downtown project and
selection of nine real estate de-

velopers for Sultan Haitham City. 
In the context of MHUP's

agenda in urban planning, plans
are in place to implement struc-
tural blueprints for Greater Mus-
cat City and 14 other cities,
including Greater Sohar, Greater
Salalah and Greater Nizwa.
Urban renewal efforts are set to
be launched in five governorates,
with Masirah and North Batinah

already having detailed plans ap-
proved.

The ministry has laid out plans
to build housing projects in vari-
ous locations, including moun-
tainous regions and islands,
aimed at delivering modern
housing units and infrastructure.
Projects in the pipeline include
construction of 1,200 housing
units for the housing assistance

programme and signing of 800
usufruct contracts through the
Tatweer platform.

At the briefing, H E Dr Khalfan
bin Saeed al Shuaili, Minister of
Housing and Urban Planning,
highlighted the ministry's plans to
issue the Urban Planning Law and
its executive regulations, which
will encompass policies regulat-
ing real estate valuation and bro-

kerage, along with provisions of
laws related to expropriation,
housing and external documen-
tation of the real estate registry.

MHUP’s social housing pro-
gramme has significantly bene-
fited the community, assisting
1,382 families and marking a 6%
increase in the total value of real
estate transactions, reaching
RO2.6bn in 2023. Moreover, the
distribution of over 25,000 plots
of land through various pro-
grammes has benefited thou-
sands of citizens. 

Projects under the Sorouh pro-
gramme have played a crucial
role in developing housing units
in different regions. MHUP's
Amlak and Tatweer platforms
have successfully completed
over 133,000 transactions and
served more than 1,500 users.

Air traffic up 106% of
pre-pandemic levels

Washington, US - UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres is
"shocked" by the death of Rus-
sian opposition leader Alexey
Navalny and calls for a "full, cred-
ible and transparent investiga-
tion," said his spokesman on
Friday. 

"The Secretary-General is
shocked by the reported death
and detention of opposition fig-
ure Alexei Navalny," Stephane
Dujarric told reporters.

The Russian penitentiary ser-
vice said on Friday that Navalny
had died in a prison colony
where he was serving his sen-
tence. The service said in a state-
ment that Navalny lost
consciousness after a walk in the
Arctic Yamalo-Nenets Au-
tonomous District, where the
colony is located.

Navalny's team has claimed
his body is purposely being with-
held by the Russian government.

His spokesperson, Kira Yarmysh,
told the BBC, "We know for sure
that it wasn’t just a death; it was
a murder. They are trying to
cover traces. This is why they are
not giving the body to his family
and this is why they are just hid-
ing him from them."

Kira said Navalny’s mother
and lawyer went to the morgue
where officials said his body was
being kept, but it was not there. 
Agencies

UN calls for investigation into Navalny’s death

The Al High project
is set to feature a
host of attractions,
including a hotel,
museum, cable car
and an adventure
centre

MHUP unveils plans for tourism city in Western Hajar mountains 

The seventh annual Al Bashayer Arabian Camel Festival ended on Saturday in Adam under the patronage

of Sayyid Asaad bin Tarik al Said, Deputy Prime Minister for International Relations and Cooperation

Affairs and Personal Representative of His Majesty the Sultan. The six-day festival saw wide participation

of camel owners and groomers from Oman and other GCC states. The Al Bashayer Gold Sword was

presented to the owner of the horse Samha from UAE (ONA)

AL BASHAYER CAMEL FESTIVAL CONCLUDES 

Muscat - Ministry of Education
has declared Sunday, February
25 a holiday for all educational
institutions, including public and
private schools in celebration of
Omani Teacher's Day. 

This announcement follows
Royal Orders issued by His
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik designating February 24 as
a day off for educators and ad-
ministrative staff in the educa-
tional sector. 

The ministry further stated
that if February 24 falls on a
weekend or any scheduled day
off, the holiday will be observed
on an alternative day. Conse-
quently, February 25 has been
chosen as the holiday this year.

School holiday
on Feb 25 for
Teacher’s Day

More than 465,000
aircraft crossed the
sultanate’s airspace
in 2023, averaging
about 1,800 
aircraft per day
NAIF AL ABRI

H E Sayyid Badr al Busaidi
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WEATHER WATCH
Max      Min

Muscat 28 20
Abu Dhabi 27 17
Doha 25 14
Kuwait City 22 12

Manama 23 17
Riyadh 23 9

Fajr 5.22am

Sunrise 6.38am

Duhr 12.26pm

Asr 3.42pm

Maghrib 6.08pm

Isha 7.19pm

PRAYER TIMINGS

Muscat -The highly acclaimed
Lebanese composer, singer,
songwriter and oud player Mar-
cel Khalife is returning to Oman
and to his fans at Royal Opera
House Muscat, where he has al-
ways been a celebrated guest. 

On February 22 and 23, the
acclaimed performer will be ac-
companied by his son, composer
Rami Khalife, for a unique con-
cert titled Homage to Palestine. 

A master of the intricacies
and emotions of classical Arab
music, Marcel is known for his
unique style, blending traditional
Arabic techniques with his own
innovative approach. 

His messages of peace are
conveyed in song and orchestral
performances, sharing hope and
courage throughout the region.

Marcel’s beautiful voice and
politically charged lyrics have
resonated with people around
the world for generations. His
appeal, rooted in its ability to ad-
dress contemporary issues such

as justice, freedom and love, has
inspired social change, making
his music timeless. 

Following in his father's foot-
steps, Rami’s style is defined by
a bold and eclectic musical jour-
ney, adding a new dimension to
the family legacy. Together, they
share the stage, blending piano
and oud in a captivating display
of intergenerational talent and
collaboration.

Sought after across the Mid-
dle East, Marcel’s concerts in

Muscat will include some of 
his most famous songs - Rita 
w'al Bunduqiya (Rita and the 
Rifle), Ya Sari Min Jadhum and Al
Hanna.

The two shows of Homage to
Palestine serve as a poignant trib-
ute carrying a noble message.
Through the universal language
of music, Marcel strives to forge
a bridge that resonates deeply
with audiences worldwide, fos-
tering understanding and soli-
darity.
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One of the largest dams in the
Arabian peninsula, Wadi
Dayqah Dam in Quriyat pro-
vides critical water supply to
the villages downstream, es-
sentially for farming. Now,
Nama Water Services is plan-
ning to treat the dam water for
potable use.

Towards this end, Nama
Water Services has floated a
tender for setting up a water
treatment plant at the dam in
partnership with relevant gov-
ernment entities.

The project aims to enhance
water security and ensure the

sustainability of potable water
services for Nama subscribers.
Prospective contractors have
investigated the project site
through dedicated visits to pre-
pare tender bids.

Commenting on the project,
Abdullah bin Mohammed al
Naimi, Chief Operations and
Maintenance Officer at Nama
Water Services, said, “It will
transform water security in the
region by unlocking the full po-
tential of Wadi Dayqah Dam.” 

Naimi confirmed that the up-
coming water treatment station
will employ cutting-edge tech-
nology and global best prac-
tices to transform dam water
into a safe and reliable source of

water.
In response to a question

about the difference between
dam water and seawater treat-
ment, Naimi explained, "Dam
water has much lower salt con-
tent than seawater, which will
result in lower energy 
consumption and reduced
costs."

The treatment plant will have
total capacity of 65,000m3 per
day and is expected to be com-
pleted in 12 to 18 months after
the tender is awarded. “The sta-
tion will have an emergency ex-
change line, enabling shared
resources and ensuring water
continuity during crises, ” Naimi
said. 

Bids invited for Wadi Dayqah
Dam water treatment plant

Lebanese oud player Marcel Khalife
to pay homage to Palestine at ROHM
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In an effort to bolster en-
trepreneurial growth and youth
training, Authority for Small and
Medium Enterprises Develop-
ment (ASMED) held a meeting in
South Batinah on Thursday. 

The session, aimed at dis-
cussing proposals and identifying
solutions to the hurdles faced by
entrepreneurs, took place at the
Wali of Rustaq’s office. The event
saw an impressive turnout of
over 100 entrepreneurs from var-
ious sectors.

The meeting was graced by
Masoud bin Saeed al Hashimi,
Governor of South Batinah, and
Halima bint Rashid al Zaria,
Chairperson of ASMED. It wit-
nessed wide participation of rep-
resentatives from both public and
private entities of the gover-
norate.

The agenda focused on exam-
ining the authority's strategic di-
rection in key areas such as
development, empowerment, fi-
nancing, business opportunities
and regulatory frameworks. 

Discussions extended to ex-

ploring scope of business en-
gagements, including tenders,
contracts and procurement pro-
cesses. These deliberations were
part of a broader initiative aimed
at enhancing the entrepreneurial
landscape and providing robust
support to SMEs.

Faisal bin Abdul Aziz al Zadjali,
Director of ASMED in South Bati-
nah, elaborated on the authority’s
ongoing efforts and the resources
available to entrepreneurs, in-
cluding business centres and in-
cubators. He highlighted the
meeting's role in reinforcing com-
munity partnership among en-
trepreneurs and fostering
collaborations among public and
private sector stakeholders.

The meeting underscored the
authority’s commitment to nur-
turing an environment conducive
to entrepreneurship, thereby
contributing to economic diversi-
fication and achieving develop-
ment goals of the region.

Support for industrial
sector in N Batinah
The Ministry of Commerce, In-
dustry and Investment Promo-
tion, in cooperation with the
North Batinah branch of  Oman
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry, organised an exhibition
and several discussion panels in
support of the industrial sector on
Thursday. It was held to mark
Omani Industry Day.

ASMED spearheads
entrepreneurial 
support in S Batinah

I
n the contemporary landscape of the
labour market, we are witnessing a
transformative wave reshaping tradi-
tional job roles. The emergence of ‘new-

collar’ jobs has become a defining feature,
challenging conventional norms and re-
defining the skills valued by employers.

Traditionally, the job market has been
dichotomised into blue-collar and white-
collar roles. However, the advent of tech-
nology, coupled with the growing influence
of artificial intelligence (AI), has given rise
to a new category of employment known
as new-collar jobs. Coined nearly a decade
ago by Ginni Rometty, former CEO of IBM,
the term ‘new-collar’ encapsulates posi-
tions that require advanced skills without

mandating a traditional college degree.
Tech industry behemoths such as

Google, IBM and Amazon are leading the
charge in reshaping the employment land-
scape. They are actively seeking talent for
new-collar roles, recognising that relevant
skills often trump formal degrees. IBM
data suggests that new-collar workers al-
ready account for about 15% of IBM’s US
hiring. Examples abound, with positions
like cloud computing technicians and ser-
vices delivery specialists being emblem-
atic of this shift.

While a traditional college degree re-
mains valuable, practical skills acquired
through targeted vocational training pro-
grammes, especially in specific fields such
as healthcare, engineering, software and
technology is gaining prominence.

The synergy between AI and new-collar
jobs is particularly noteworthy. As AI be-
comes increasingly integral across indus-
tries, the demand for individuals with skills
in data analysis and IT is soaring. A re-

search conducted at Columbia Business
School reveals that companies investing in
AI are not eliminating jobs; rather, they are
fostering a demand for new-collar workers
who can navigate the evolving technolog-
ical landscape.

Oman faces challenges and opportuni-
ties with the emergence of new-collar jobs.
Successfully navigating this shift requires
careful consideration of several key fac-
tors.

Not adapting to the shift towards new-
collar opportunities may leave Oman with
an unprepared workforce for future job de-

mands. Consequently, investing in tailored
training programmes that address the spe-
cific needs of these roles is imperative.

Raising awareness about the value of
technical training and the potential for lu-
crative careers in new-collar positions is
crucial. Collaborations between educa-
tional institutions and industries can help
bridge the awareness gap and ensure the
workforce is well-prepared for the chang-
ing job landscape.

It is important to foster partnerships
with global technology companies to es-
tablish training programmes that align
with the demands of new-collar jobs. In-
centivising organisations to prioritise skills
over degrees and creating an ecosystem
conducive to the growth of new-collar op-
portunities will be essential.

In navigating the currents of the evolv-
ing job market, Oman stands at a cross-
roads. The nation has the opportunity to
not only adapt but to actively shape its
workforce into one that is resilient, forward
thinking and well-aligned with the de-
mands of the future. Embracing the new-
collar revolution will

position Oman as a competitive player
in the global job market, ensuring a pros-
perous future for its workforce.

SYED ADIL ABBAS

Abbas, an MBA graduate from Cardiff Metropolitan University
(UK), is currently based in Muscat, and has over 20 years of 
international experience working with the public and private 
sectors in the Middle East, Far East, Africa and India. 

The views and opinions expressed in this column are solely those of the author and do not 
necessarily represent those of Muscat Daily or Apex Press & Publishing

F O R E S I G H T

THE NEW
COLLARS
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Public invited to suggest names for   
Sultan Haitham City suspension bridge
Our Correspondent 
Muscat

H H Sayyid Theyazin bin
Haitham al Said has invited the
public to suggest names for a
suspension bridge proposed in
Sultan Haitham City.

The announcement was
made at a ceremony held on
Wednesday to sign several
agreements dealing with engi-
neering consulting services,
real estate development, tech-
nical cooperation and layout
projects for  Sultan Haitham

City.
Gracing the ceremony, H H

Sayyid Theyazin stated that
naming the bridge in Sultan
Haitham City will be left to
members of the Omani com-
munity.

The 500m bridge will be
constructed in the middle of a
central park in the city over a
wadi.

At the conclusion of the cer-
emony, H H Sayyid Theyazin
received a model of the iconic
bridge being built in Sultan
Haitham City as a gift. 

Al Khuwair
Downtown project
The ceremony also witnessed
signing of an agreement for the
Al Khuwair Downtown project.
The agreement with Zaha
Hadid and CBRE entails draft-
ing a detailed plan and engi-
neering designs for the city
centre and to develop a water-
front. 

Zaha Hadid will prepare an
integrated plan for Al Khuwair
Downtown featuring 40 towers
of 35 to 40 floors.

An initial cooperation agree-

ment to develop a mixed-use
tower in Al Khuwair Downtown
was also signed with Al
Tawoos Company.

Additionally, at the cere-
mony the Ministry of Housing
and Urban Planning announ-
ced that a 4km street within
Sultan Haitham City will be
named Singapore Street. It 
will be characterised by a lar-
ge number of trees as its
passes the College of Ad-
vanced Technology and
courses through the central
park and wadi.

Our Correspondent 
Muscat

The Ministry of Information, rep-
resented by Nizwa Magazine, will
premiere the documentary
House of Wonders at House of
Musical Arts in Royal Opera
House Muscat on Sunday.

A three-episode series – each
of 50 minutes - it documents
Oman’s presence in Zanzibar
and East Africa, in addition to fo-
cusing on a book on the role of
Omani culture in this area.

Produced in three languages -
Arabic, English and Swahili - the
documentary is a Omani-Ger-
man coproduction investigating
the historical relations between
Oman and East Africa while tak-
ing the arrival of European colo-
nial powers into account. 

Narrated by Beit al Ajaib
(House of Wonders) as a wit-
ness to this relationship, the films
follow the biographies of three
pivotal characters covering a
span of 150 years. They are
Episode 1: A Trader’s Empire –
Sayyid Said bin Sultan; Episode 2:
The Age of Caravans – Tippu Tip;
and Episode 3: The Voice of Mom-
basa – Mubarak al Hinawy.

Local experts as well as inter-
national scholars contribute to a
multi-perspective approach

seeking to bridge the differences
that resulted from fractured
identities on all sides.

The documentary highlights
the pioneering contribution of
Omanis in the political, commer-
cial, social and cultural fields,
represented by the spread of
Islam and Arab culture in East
Africa.

The documentary was filmed
in various locations around the
world, including Zanzibar, sev-
eral African, Asian, European and
American locations, besides
Oman.

Beit al Ajaib is a landmark in
Stone Town, Zanzibar. It is the
largest and tallest building of

Stone Town occupying a promi-
nent place facing the Forodhani
Gardens on the old town's
seafront in Mizingani Road. 

The palace was built in 1883
for Barghash bin Said, second
Sultan of Zanzibar. It was in-
tended as a ceremonial palace
and official reception hall, cele-
brating modernity, and named
‘House of Wonders’ because it
was the first building in Zanzibar
to have electricity, and also the
first building in East Africa to
have an elevator.

On December 25, 2020, a
section of the iconic structure
collapsed with the tragic loss of
two lives.

Premiere of documentary on
Oman, East Africa ties today

Munich, Germany – H E Sayyid
Badr al Busaidi, Foreign Minister,
met Oliver Zipse, CEO of German
automobile manufacturer BMW,
on the sidelines of the Munich
Security Conference on Friday.

They discussed opportunities
for partnership and cooperation
in the transport sector, the ex-
change of manufacturing and
technological knowledge and
ways to develop smart infrastruc-
ture.

The Foreign Minister ex-
pressed his appreciation for the
strong and friendly relations be-
tween Oman and Germany and
the importance of developing
economic cooperation and
knowledge exchange in various
fields.

Zipse said BMW is eager to
expand its global presence and
enhance cooperation with lead-
ing companies and governments
in the automotive and logistics
sectors, and that it is ready to ex-
plore investment opportunities in
Oman and provide its expertise
and advanced technologies in the
field of luxury and sustainable
cars.

The meeting came in the con-
text of Oman’s efforts to enhance
economic cooperation with vari-
ous countries to develop the 

industrial sector.

FM meets Saudi,
Kuwaiti counterparts 
H E Sayyid Badr met Prince Faisal
bin Farhan al Saud, Foreign Min-
ister of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, on the sidelines of the
Munich Security Conference.

The ministers discussed rela-
tions between Oman and Saudi

Arabia and ways to enhance and
support these, and the latest re-
gional developments, besides ex-
changing views on international
issues of common interest.

H E Sayyid Badr also met Ab-
dullah Ali al Yahya, Foreign Min-
ister of Kuwait. The meeting saw
an exchange of views on issues of
regional and global concern, most
notably the Palestinian issue and

the ongoing Israeli aggression in
the Gaza Strip.

The meeting was attended by
H E Maitha Saif al Mahrouqi,
Oman's Ambassador to Ger-
many, as well as Omani and
Kuwait officials.

Additionally, H E Sayyid Badr
met Jassem Mohamed al Bu-
daiwi, Secretary-General of Gulf
Cooperation Council, and dis-
cussed the progress of the GCC
in a number of areas of joint Gulf
action. They deliberated on the
situation in the region, agreeing
to support the peace process and
efforts to immediately stop Is-
rael’s war in the Gaza Strip.

Our Correspondent 
Muscat

The Ministry of Agriculture, Fish-
eries and Water Resources
(MAFWR), in collaboration with
Oman Flour Mills and Oman
India Fertiliser Company
(OMIFCO), will organise an
event called Al Nawadr Festival
of Omani goats and sheep.
Scheduled for March 1 to 3 in
Barka, the festival aims to bolster
the livestock sector in the sul-
tanate.

A key feature of the festival is
a competition to identify the best
goats and sheep within breeds,
offering financial rewards to win-
ners - RO500, RO300, and
RO200 for the first, second and

third places, respectively.
An MAFWR official high-

lighted the festival's objectives:
“The event is designed to de-

velop, diversify and expand
Omani goat and sheep breeds,
contributing towards achieving
self-sufficiency in meat produc-

tion.”
The festival also seeks to en-

courage investment in the sul-
tanate’s food security projects,
and will include an array of activ-
ities, such as exhibitions show-
casing unique local and
international goat and sheep
breeds, breed beauty contests,
and stalls featuring leather and
wool products. 

The event will also host exhi-
bitions of the sponsors of the fes-
tival and companies engaged in
the livestock sector. Attendees
can look forward to guided activ-
ities, mobile veterinary services
and live performances during the
festival.

Participants in the breed
beauty contest must meet spe-

cific criteria set by the ministry.
They should be Omani nationals
with experience in goat raising
and provide a photograph of the
animal they wish to enter. To be
eligible, animals must be aged
between one and five years and
belong to one of the following
breeds: mountain goats, Batinah
goats, Dhofari goats, Jabal
Akhdar goats, desert goats or
local sheep.

In 2022, MAFWR launched a
project to further genetic diver-
sity of Omani goats. This initia-
tive is focused on establishing
small and medium enterprises
for mountain goat breeding in
North Sharqiyah and Dakhliyah,
targeting specific wilayats to en-
hance local breeding capabilities.

Al Nawadr Festival to celebrate Omani goats, sheep 

The meeting came in the context of
Oman’s efforts to enhance economic 
cooperation with various countries to 
develop the industrial sector

Sayyid Badr meets CEO of BMW to
explore investment opportunities 

(ONA)

(ONA)

(ONA)

(
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Oman’s banking sector
recorded a modest credit
growth of 4.3% last year but de-
posits sharply jumped by more
than 12% year-on-year in 2023,
the latest data from the Central
Bank of Oman showed.

Total outstanding credit ex-
tended by the banking sector
(both conventional and Islamic
banks) grew 4.3% to RO30.4bn
at the end of December 2023
against the same month of the
previous year, the CBO said in
its monthly statistical bulletin.

Of the total outstanding
credit, bank credit to the private
sector demonstrated a growth
of 4.7% year-on-year to reach
RO25.5bn. Household sector re-
ceived the highest share of the
total private sector credit at ap-
proximately 45.2% at end-De-
cember 2023, followed by
non-financial corporations at
45%. The share of financial cor-
porations was 6.0% in private
sector credit, while other sec-
tors received the remaining
3.8% of total private sector
credit as at end-December
2023.

Conventional banks’ total
outstanding credit grew 2.5%
year-on-year in December
2023. While conventional
banks’ credit to the private sec-

tor increased 2.9% to RO20bn,
their overall investments in se-
curities increased by 16.6% to
RO5bn, the CBO data showed.

Banks’ investment in govern-
ment development bonds de-
creased by 12.9% year-on-year
to RO1.9bn in December 2023,
while their investments in for-
eign securities dramatically rose

by 98% to RO1.7bn over the
same period.

Deposits surge
In contrast to a modest credit
growth last year, total banking
sector deposits in Oman sharply
grew by 12.4% to RO29.1bn at
the end of December 2023 from
RO25.9bn recorded a year ago.

Total private sector deposits
rose by 10.6% to RO19.2bn. In
terms of sector-wise composi-
tion of private sector deposits,
the biggest contribution was
from household deposits at
49.3%, followed by non-finan-
cial corporations at 32.4%, fi-
nancial corporations at 15.4%
and other sectors at 2.9%.

Aggregate deposits held with
the conventional banks in-
creased by 12.2% year-on-year
to RO23.5bn at end-December
2023.

Government deposits with
conventional banks witnessed
an increase of 2.5% at RO5bn,
and deposits of public enter-

prises increased by 57.8% to
RO2.2bn. On the other hand,
private sector deposits, which
accounted for 66.2% of total
deposits with conventional
banks, increased by 9.5% as of
December 2023 to reach
RO15.6bn.

As per the CBO data, the
weighted average interest rate
on Omani rial deposits with con-
ventional banks witnessed an
increase from 1.993% at end-
December 2022 to 2.636% at
end-December 2023. The
weighted average Omani rial
lending rate decreased from
5.379% to 5.513% over the
same period.

Meanwhile, the overnight
Omani rial domestic inter-bank
lending rate rose to 5.417% in
December 2023 from 4.271% a
year ago. This increase in inter-
est rates, as per the CBO, is an
outcome of the increase in the
average repo rate for liquidity
injection by the CBO to 6.00%
from 4.774% a year ago, mov-
ing with US Fderal Reserve.

Islamic assets grow
14.7%
Oman’s Islamic banking sector
continued to witness a robust
growth in 2023, recording dou-
ble digit growth in both credit
and deposits.

Total assets of Islamic banks
and windows increased by
14.7% on a year-on-year basis
to reach RO7.3bn at the end of
December 2023 as compared
to RO6.4bn at the end of De-
cember 2022. Islamic assets
now constitute about 17.5% of
the total banking system assets
in Oman as of the end-Decem-
ber 2023.

Islamic banking entities pro-
vided financing worth RO6bn at
the end of December 2023,
recording a growth of 11.8%
over that a year ago. Total de-
posits held with Islamic banks
and windows increased by
12.8% to RO5.5bn at the end of
last year against RO4.9bn
recorded in December 2022.

Muscat – As part of its efforts
to increase transparency 
and public disclosure in the
Omani banking sector, the 
Central Bank of Oman (CBO) 
last week released its highly 
anticipated Macroeconomic 
Stability Report for the year
2023.

The report meticulously
analyses the economic land-
scape using the latest available
data, shedding light on recent
macroeconomic developments
within Oman while emphasising
strengths, weaknesses, and po-
tential risks.

The report highlights a no-
table upswing in both real and
nominal GDP during 2022, pri-
marily attributed to the surge in
oil prices. This surge not only
spurred growth in both oil and
non-oil sectors in an unprece-
dented manner but also bol-
stered control over public
financial conditions, resulting in
a surplus in the public finance
balance.

The report indicates a shift in
the current account balance to
a surplus in 2022, propelled by
an improvement in the trade
balance. Additionally, the
sovereign ratings upgrade by
major rating agencies through-
out the year signifies a decrease
in perceived systemic risks,
marking a testament to the re-
silience and stability of Oman's
economic foundations.

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Samail Industrial City, managed
by the Public Establishment for
Industrial Estates (Madayn), wit-
nessed substantial progress in its
performance indicators through-
out 2023.

The city last year saw suc-
cessful attraction and localisation
of 24 new projects, bringing the
total number of projects to 157
and total investment surpassing
RO155mn.

The projects in the industrial
city are spread over an area ex-
ceeding 2.2mn sqm, out of the
total area of the industrial city,
which exceeds 11mn sqm.

Eng Yasser bin Ibrahim al
Ajmi, Director-General of Samail
Industrial City, highlighted Ma-
dayn’s ongoing efforts in imple-
menting key projects within the
industrial hub. Notable among
these is the water connection
project with Oman Water and
Wastewater Services Company.

Ajmi also emphasised the
array of investment opportunities
in the industrial city, including the
management and operation of

the medical fitness examination
center, aimed at delivering top-
tier healthcare services to the
workforce in Samail Industrial
City and the surrounding popula-
tion.

The prime location of the cen-
ter facilitates easy access, thanks

to its proximity to the entrance
gate and the highway. The center
covers an area of 1,100sqm and
comprises various facilities, in-
cluding laboratories, clinics, X-ray
facilities, offices, among others.

Ajmi also informed of an in-
vestment opportunity to develop,
operate and manage a residential
city for the workforce on a
100,000sqm area within Samail
Industrial City.

Additionally, Ajmi highlighted
that Madayn has divided the in-
dustrial city into several sectors.
Notably, the food sector currently
boasts an occupancy rate ex-
ceeding 17%, while the logistics

sector surpasses 34%. The con-
struction materials sector sees an
occupancy rate of over 26%,
while the steel and wood sector
shows remarkable demand with
an occupancy rate exceeding
60%. The plastic and paper sec-
tor registers a high occupancy
rate of over 85%, the marble sec-
tor stands at over 78%, and the
space dedicated to the SMEs cur-
rently sees an occupancy rate ex-
ceeding 34%.

Significant investment oppor-
tunities are available in Samail In-
dustrial City, each supported by
preliminary feasibility studies.
These opportunities encompass
diverse sectors including dairy
and juice production, date prod-
ucts manufacturing and packag-
ing, breakfast cereal production,
dolomite processing, water leak-
age prevention solutions, copper
bars and sheets manufacturing,
gypsum production, electrical
conductors manufacturing,
glossy ceramics production,
HVAC equipment manufactur-
ing, electrical switch manufactur-
ing, marble product
manufacturing, and prefabricated
building production. 

Dubai, UAE – The OPEC Fund
for International Development
(OFID) has committed a $27bn
to support 4,000 development
projects in over 125 countries
since its inception, according to
Dr Abdulhamid Alkhalifa, OFID
Director-General.

In 2023, OFID's funding
reached a record $1.7bn
through 55 projects worldwide,
bolstering initiatives promoting
social and economic resilience
and sustainable growth.

"The UAE has played a sig-
nificant role in supporting the
fund since its establishment in
1976, contributing as an OPEC
member state in the fund's ini-
tiatives and projects aimed at
promoting sustainable devel-
opment globally," Alkhalifa said
in a statement to the Emirates
News Agency (WAM) during
the World Governments Sum-
mit (WGS) last week.

The OPEC Fund for Interna-
tional Development, founded in
1976, is a multilateral develop-
ment finance institution. Its
membership comprises 12
countries: the UAE, Algeria,

Ecuador, Gabon, Indonesia,
Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Libya, Nige-
ria, Saudi Arabia, and
Venezuela.

The organisation collabo-
rates with the global commu-
nity to stimulate economic
growth and social progress in
low- and middle-income coun-
tries worldwide.

Alkhalifa lauded the UAE's
unwavering commitment to
mobilising significant funding
and its focus on energy transi-
tion aligns with efforts to sup-
port sustainable development
and other strategic alliances.

Regarding the role of the
World Governments Summit in
stimulating international coop-
eration and envisioning the fu-
ture of governments and
governmental work, the OFID
Director-General said that the
summit seeks to enhance inter-
national cooperation, serving as
an ideal platform to enhance
partnerships by bringing to-
gether international organisa-
tions, decision-makers, experts,
and innovators.

Underscoring the WGS' cru-
cial role in fostering interna-
tional cooperation and
envisioning the future of gover-
nance, Alkhalifa lauded the
platform's ability to convene in-
ternational organisations, deci-
sion-makers, experts, and
innovators to strengthen part-
nerships. 

He recognised the summit's
immense value in facilitating
discussions on governmental
processes, policies, and future
trends, aiming for concerted ef-
forts towards achieving com-
prehensive and sustainable
development.

OPEC Fund commits $27bn for
4,000 development projects

CBO releases
Economic 
Stability 
Report 2023

Bank credit grows 4.3% to RO30.4bn in
2023; deposits surge 12.4% to RO29bn

Samail Industrial City attracts 24
new investment projects in 2023

Dr Abdulhamid Alkhalifa

Muscat – Oil prices saw
marginal changes during last
week as bearish US macroeco-
nomic data countered escalat-
ing supply fears driven by the
ongoing tensions in the Middle
East.

Global benchmark Brent
crude traded at $82.11 per barrel
on Friday, decreasing by around
0.09% relative to the closing
price of $82.19 a barrel a week
ago.

US benchmark West Texas
Intermediate (WTI) traded at
$77.48 a barrel at the same time
on Friday, for a rise of around
0.83% from last Friday's session

that closed at $76.84 per barrel.
Oil markets started the week

on a bearish sentiment over re-
ports that Israel had conducted
a 'series of strikes' on southern
Gaza that have now concluded.
However, worrisome reports
from the region have continued
throughout the week as Israel
intensified attacks and Ne-
tanyahu rejected Hamas's offer
of a three-stage plan, which
constituted a major obstacle for
efforts made by Egypt and Qatar
to mediate a ceasefire.

The Yemeni Houthi group’s
attacks in the Red Sea also put
upward pressure on prices.

The Houthis have been tar-
geting cargo ships in the Red
Sea owned or operated by Israeli

companies or those transport-
ing goods to and from Israel in
solidarity with Gaza, which has

been under an Israeli onslaught
since October 7.

A coalition led by the US has
conducted intermittent
airstrikes since January 12 that
have targeted 'Houthi locations'
in parts of Yemen in response to
the attacks in the Red Sea.

The US response has been
occasionally met with counter-
responses from the group.

Recent data from the US
Commerce Department has
sparked concerns about a shift
in the Federal Reserve's ap-
proach to interest rates, as Jan-
uary's retail sales figures
showed a significant downturn,

dropping 0.8% to $700.3bn, a
stark contrast to the anticipated
0.2% decline.

This unexpected downturn in
consumer spending, a key driver
of economic activity, has led to
speculation that the Federal Re-
serve may delay any planned in-
terest rate cuts.

Adding to the economic data
mix, the Energy Information Ad-
ministration (EIA) reported a
surprising increase in crude oil
inventories, with a jump of 12mn
barrels to 439.4mn barrels last
week. 

Far exceeding analysts' fore-
casts of an 8.5mn-barrel rise,

the figures indicated a potential
oversupply in the market to
exert downward pressure on oil
prices.

Furthermore, the Interna-
tional Energy Agency (IEA) re-
leased its oil market report,
forecasting a continued supply
glut into 2024.

According to the IEA, global
oil demand is expected to in-
crease by 1.2mn barrels per day
to 103mn barrels per day this
year. However, the global oil
supply is projected to outpace
demand, reaching 103.8mn bar-
rels per day in 2024.
Agencies

Oil prices hold steady amid economic concerns, Middle East tensions

While conventional banks’ total outstanding
credit grew by 2.5% year-on-year in December
2023, Islamic banking entities provided 
financing worth RO6bn at the end of December
2023, recording a robust growth of 11.8%

The new projects 
in the Samail 
Industrial City are
spread over an 
area exceeding
2.2mn sqm



Sharjah, UAE – Air Arabia, the
Middle East region's leading low-
cost carrier, soared to new
heights in 2023, earning a
record-breaking net profit of
AED1.5bn, marking a significant
27% increase compared to the
previous year's AED1.2bn. 

The company in its financial
results for the full year ending
December 2023 stated that the
airline's turnover for the same
period reached AED6bn, reflect-
ing a 14% increase compared to
the AED5.2bn registered in
2022.

Air Arabia’s Board of Direc-
tors proposed a dividend distri-
bution of 20% of share capital,
which is equivalent to 20 fils per
share. This proposal was made
following a meeting of the board
of directors of Air Arabia and is
subject to ratification by Air Ara-
bia’s shareholders at the com-
pany’s upcoming Annual General
Meeting.

Sheikh Abdullah bin Mo-
hamed al Thani, Chairman of Air
Arabia, said, “2023 has been a
remarkable year for the airline.
Air Arabia has successfully main-
tained its growth momentum
from the previous record-break-
ing year and achieved excep-
tional financial and operational
results. The significant mile-
stones attained in terms of
growth, revenue, and profitability
serve as a testament to Air Ara-
bia's robust business model,
competent management team,
and effective growth strategy.”

He continued, "Despite the
numerous geopolitical and eco-
nomic challenges faced by the
global aviation industry, the Air
Arabia group managed to sustain
its strong growth in 2023. This
was achieved through the in-
crease of operating capacity and
the addition of new routes across
our global network from all our
hubs.” 

“We take pride in the fact that
Air Arabia's value-driven product
and services now cater to a
broader customer base and reach
more markets.”

In 2023, Air Arabia demon-
strated its commitment to robust
growth by expanding operations
across its seven operational hubs
and introducing 26 new routes
within its global network. This
strategic expansion resulted in an
increase in operational capacity,
which was further comple-
mented by an impressive 31%
surge in the number of passen-
gers carried across the group,
reaching a remarkable 16.7mn
passengers.

In the fourth quarter ending
31st December 2023; Air Arabia
reported a net profit of
AED225mn, 37% less than the
AED356mn recorded in the same
quarter last year, which had wit-
nessed record high yield margins.
WAM
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The high US inflation of the past
few years is continuing its bumpy
ride back down to earth. The cost
of living, as measured by the
Consumer Price Index, rose 3.1%
over the year as of January, down
from 3.4% in December and the
lowest since June, the US Bureau
of Labor Statistics said.

The annual inflation was
higher than the 2.9% rate that
forecasters expected, according
to a survey of economists by
Dow Jones Newswires and the
Wall Street Journal.

Prices for gasoline fell in Jan-
uary from December on a sea-
sonally adjusted basis, helping
drive down the overall inflation
rate despite sharp upticks in food
and shelter. The price of food
rose 0.4% from December to
January, the biggest monthly in-
crease in a year.

Core inflation, which excludes
food and energy prices, fell
slightly to 3.9% over the year,
where forecasters had projected
it to drop to 3.7%, suggesting
that price increases are staying

more stubborn than expected.
The data showed that the

downward trajectory of the high
inflation that rocked household
budgets and the economy since
mid-2021, and which peaked at
9.1% in June 2022, is still rocky.
The Federal Reserve is looking
for that high inflation to be

clearly vanquished before cutting
its benchmark interest rate,
which it has kept at a 22-year
high to combat inflation.

The stubborn inflation data
complicates the Fed's fight
against inflation, and could push
back the timetable for potential
rate cuts. The central bank is at-

tempting a balancing act with its
key interest rate, which influ-
ences borrowing costs on all
kinds of loans. High rates slow
the economy and push down in-
flation by discouraging borrow-
ing and spending, but risk
causing a recession.

Fed officials have said they

want to be confident inflation is
on a sure path down to a 2% an-
nual rate before cutting the fed
funds rate from its current 23-
year high, where it's been since
July. And concerns about a re-
cession and mass layoffs have
faded recently, as US economic
output and the labor market have
shrugged off high interest rates
and defied expectations for a
major slowdown.

"This 'super-bad' inflation re-
port for January, along with re-

silient first-quarter US economic
growth, has got to be concerning
for the Fed and calls into ques-
tion market forecasts for aggres-
sive and early rate cuts this year,"
Scott Anderson, Chief US
Economist at BMO Capital Mar-
kets, wrote in a commentary.

Market expectations that the

Fed will start cutting interest
rates fell after the release of the
CPI numbers. Market partici-
pants were pricing in just a 39%
chance that the Fed would start
cutting rates at its May monetary
policy meeting, down from 57%
before the release, according to
the CME Group's FedWatch
tool, which forecasts interest rate
movements based on  fed fund
futures trading data.

"We still see inflation contin-
uing to cool towards the Fed’s

target, and expect cuts to start
by the midpoint of the year, but
today’s data is snapping markets
out of their complacency around
how quickly the rate cutting
cycle might progress," Elyse
Ausenbaugh, Global Investment
Strategist at JP Morgan Global
Wealth Management, said in a

commentary.
The Biden administration,

which has been eager to high-
light progress against inflation in
recent months, said the worse-
than-expected report didn't nec-
essarily indicate inflation was
headed in the wrong direction
again. Two-thirds of January's in-
flation came from shelter, and
housing cost measures that are
more up-to-date than the gov-
ernment's data, such as Zillow's
Observed Rent Index, have been
showing rent increases slowing
down dramatically since 2022.

Consumer Price Index data
should catch up to that sooner or
later, one White House eco-
nomic advisor said. "We would-
n't expect disinflation to proceed
on a straight line," Daniel Hor-
nung, deputy director of the Na-
tional Economic Council at the
White House, said in an inter-
view.

"You would expect some ups
and downs. But I don't think this
fundamentally changes the pic-
ture about the disinflation we are
seeing," he added.
(Source: Investopedia)

A file photo shows consumers shopping at a grocery store in Washington, DC (Xinhua)

San Francisco, US – Google intro-
duced its new artificial intelli-
gence (AI) model called Gemini
1.5, almost two months after its
initial release.

"The model delivers dramati-
cally enhanced performance,
with a breakthrough in long-con-
text understanding across
modalities," the company said
Thursday in a blog post.

The new model, in addition,
comes a week after the introduc-
tion of Gemini 1.0 Ultra, which
the tech company said is the
"most capable model."

Google said Gemini 1.5 Pro,
which is the first Gemini 1.5,
achieves comparable quality to
1.0 Ultra while using less compu-
tations.

"This new generation also de-
livers a breakthrough in long-con-
text understanding," CEO Sundar
Pichai said in the post.

Pichai said Google has signifi-
cantly increased the amount of
information the models can pro-

cess, running up to one million to-
kens consistently, and "achieving
the longest context window of
any large-scale foundation model
yet." "Longer context windows
show us the promise of what is
possible. They will enable entirely
new capabilities and help devel-
opers build much more useful

models and applications," he
added.

Gemini 1.5 has become avail-
able to developers and enterprise
users as of Thursday, while a full
consumer rollout will be an-
nounced soon.

Google's AI chatbot is in com-
petition with Microsoft-backed

startup OpenAI ChatGPT.
US-based AI research com-

pany OpenAI on Thursday un-
veiled its text-to-video AI model
named Sora, which can generate
videos up to a minute long while
maintaining visual quality and ad-
herence to the user’s prompt.
Anadolu Agency

Beijing, China – The sales of new
energy passenger cars in China
accounted for nearly two-thirds
of the world's total last year, in-
dustrial data showed.

Some 8.87mn units of such
vehicles were sold in the Chinese
market in 2023, up 37% from a
year ago and making up 63.5%
of the global sales, Cui Dongshu,
secretary general of the China
Passenger Car Association, said.

The penetration rate of new
energy vehicles (NEVs) in China,
or the proportion of NEVs in all
car sales, rose to almost 30% in
2023.

The NEV market has wit-
nessed robust expansion in
China over the past years thanks
to the country's accelerated push
for green development and a

rapidly growing auto market.
In 2023, electric passenger

cars accounted for 69% of the
country's sales, while plug-in hy-
brids gripped 31%.

As Chinese NEVs are also
popular in the Southeast Asian
and European markets, strong

sales growth was seen in both
the domestic market and ex-
ports, Cui said.

Earlier data showed that
China's NEV exports in 2023
surged 77.6% year on year to
1.2mn units.
Xinhua

China dominates global new energy car sales

Air Arabia delivers
record 2023 net profit
of AED1.5bn, up 27%

US inflation edges down to 3.1% in January

Google unveils new AI model Gemini 1.5

Google CEO Sundar Pichai 

The stubborn US inflation data 
complicates the Federal Reserves'
fight against inflation, and could
push back the timetable for 
potential interest rate cuts



The mid-size sedan Bestune B70
impresses with its stunning de-
sign, cutting-edge technology,
radar safety features and top-
notch performance.

Available in 2 variants -

1.5Turbo engine and 2.0Turbo
engine - the 1.5 Turbo engine de-
livers 165 HP and 258 torque
paired with 7-Speed Dual Clutch
Transmission whereas 2.0T en-
gine produces 220 HP and 340

HP is mated with 6-Speed auto-
matic transmission, a press re-
lease said.

In line with Bestune’s design
ethos, the B70 features a hexag-
onal grille at the front, adorned

with the distinctive raindrop pat-
tern. Its Y-shaped headlights in-
corporate downward-pointing,
boomerang-style LED daytime
running lights, and the lower
bumper enhances the car's

sporty appearance.
The B70 boasts a sloping

roofline that lends it a coupe-like
aesthetic, complemented by a
straight waistline that accentu-
ates the sedan's streamlined
look. Adding to its allure are the
flush-mounted hidden door han-
dles, which enhance the overall
appeal of the Bestune B70.

The interior features a driver-
oriented dashboard that en-
hances accessibility and overall

driving experience. A 12-inch dis-
play, comprising an LCD instru-
ment panel linked to the central
screen, showcases a newly de-
signed user interface.

A spokesperson for GGS said,
“The Bestune B70 luxury sedan
makes an instant and lasting im-
pression. This remarkable car
distinguishes itself with its luxu-
rious appointments, sumptuous
interior and enjoyable driving ex-
perience.”

06      MUSCAT DAILY      SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2024

NATION PLUS

Kia’s popular all-new Seltos
SUV is making waves with its
stylish design and impressive
features and technology. The
Seltos SUV is a perfect choice
for those looking to make even
the most routine journeys 
exciting. 

The Seltos is designed with a
long hood, a strong, character
line on the front bumper, and
sharp lines pressed into the
bodywork. Adding to its eye-
catching appeal is a diamond

pattern radiator grille garnish,
body colour outside mirror, side
repeater lamp in outside mirror,
electric folding mirrors, 2-tone
colour bumper, body colour
door handles, halogen lamps,
daytime running lights, front
and rear fog lamp, roof rack and
alloy wheel, a press release
said. 

The Seltos boldly takes you
places with its power-packed
1.5ltr gasoline engine that dishes
out 113 HP and which is paired

to a CVT transmission. To fur-
ther elevate the driving experi-
ence, the Seltos is equipped
with a Drive Mode Select sys-
tem that lets drivers adapt the
car to their preferred style or the
road conditions. Drivers can
choose from ‘Normal’, ‘Eco’ and
‘Sport’ mode. 

The Eco mode is tuned to
maximise vehicle range by using
fuel-saving measures, while
Sport mode increases responses
from the steering and electric

motor to maximize the dynamic
driving feel of the car. Normal
mode provides a careful balance
between the two.

The Seltos has an impressive
interior equipped with a range of
features to maximize conve-
nience, connectivity and ease of
use. They include power win-
dows, driver’s seat height ad-
juster, split folding rear seats,
auto AC, rear AC vent, steering
audio control, rear view camera,
8” audio display and more.  

In terms of safety, the Seltos
SUV impresses on all fronts.
The features include engine im-
mobiliser, driver and front pas-
senger airbags, anti-lock braking
system, electronic stability pro-
gram, tyre pressure monitoring
system, keyless entry system
and rear parking system.

Reliable International Auto-
motive (RIA), the distributor for
Kia in Oman provides a reward-
ing ownership experience for
customers.

Indian School Muscat conducted
its Annual Graduation Ceremony
to honour the outgoing batch of
Grade XII students February 3 in
the school’s Multipurpose Hall. 

Dr Maha Kobeil, Dean and
CEO, Majan University, was the
chief guest while the function
was attended by members of the
Board of Directors of Indian
Schools in Oman - Dr Syed Ziaur
Rahman, vice president, School
Management Committee,
Sharafdeen Yoosaf, convenor,
Mohammed Imran Khan, trea-
surer, Zulfikar Hussain Desai, co-
convenor and Dr Subramanian
Muthuraman, academic chair,
School Management Committee
– besides other esteemed guests.

The ceremony commenced
with a fine rendition of the na-
tional anthems of Oman and
India led by the school choir. This

was followed by the ceremonial
lighting of the lamp, and an invo-
cation dance, after which the
Head Boy Annirudh Menon ac-
corded a cordial welcome to the
distinguished gathering. 

The students had the privilege
of receiving the mementoes from
the chief guest and other digni-
taries while the chief guest was
presented with an artwork de-
picting ‘Power of Ambition and
Freedom’ done by a class 9 stu-
dent, Liya Reji. 

Dr Kobeil reminded the stu-
dents that challenges provide
opportunities to grow. Hence,
they should embrace the un-
known with courage and let their
passion guide them. She said,
students should take time to ap-
preciate the wonders of technol-
ogy as it is the force that conne-
cts, empowers, transforms lives.

Ahli Islamic officially inaugurated
a brand-new Al Shumookh cen-
tre exclusively crafted to cater to
its esteemed clientele under the
patronage of H E Azzan Qasim al
Busaidi - Undersecretary of
Tourism at the Ministry of Her-
itage and Tourism, in the pres-
ence of the bank’s officials. 

Strategically located at Shatti
Al Qurm in Muscat, this state-of-
the-art centre embodies Ahli Is-
lamic's commitment to providing
unparalleled banking services ad-
hering to Sharia-compliant prin-
ciples, offering a luxurious haven
for its discerning patrons, a press
release said.

Al Shumookh, Ahli Islamic's
bespoke offering, presents a
comprehensive banking solution
tailored for those seeking an ex-
traordinary financial experience.
It offers a range of exclusive
products and services to enhance
the everyday banking experience
for the bank’s premium, private
and wealth management clients.
The meticulously designed Al
Shumookh Centre integrates cut-
ting-edge technology with top-
tier products and services,
epitomising a new era of exclu-
sive banking.

Noora Sultan, AGM - head of
Retail Banking at Ahli Islamic,
said, "Innovation fuels progress,
and the culmination of our efforts
at the new Al Shumookh Centre

reflects our dedication to serving
customer’s every need. Al Shu-
mookh caters to financially as-
tute, high-net-worth individuals,
who seek prudent investment av-
enues. Our focus lies in providing
tailored advice that safeguards
and augments their hard-earned
wealth within a comfortable and
discreet setting. This falls within
our strategic plans to enhance
our presence in the country with
newer branch networks and to
meet everyday banking needs of
our growing customer base with
relevant and timely products."

Al Shumookh offers a person-
alised relationship manager to
address specific customer re-
quirements. Exclusive branded
cheque books and debit/credit
cards, accompanied by discounts
at select premium merchants, are
among the privileges extended to
Al Shumookh customers. Addi-
tionally, a 24x 7 concierge service
and complimentary chauffeur
services further enhance the pre-
mium experience.

The segment distinguishes it-
self by offering redeemable pearl
points, along with a remarkable
1% cash back on credit card ex-
penditures. Moreover, customers
gain access to over 1,000 airport
lounges worldwide up to 12 times
annually, coupled with compre-
hensive multi-travel insurance
coverage. 

Indian School Muladha hosted is
33rd Annual Day celebration on
February 15, bringing together
students, parents, faculty, and
esteemed guests in a vibrant
showcase of cultural diversity
and academic excellence.

The chief guest of the func-
tion was H E Abdullah Saeed al
Saadi, member of parliament
from Wilayat Musannah. The
special guests included Sira-
judeen Nhelat, director, Board
of Directors, A Anilkumar, pres-
ident of the School Manage-
ment Committee, M T
Musthafa, convenor, Dileep
Kumar, treasurer and other dis-
tinguished guests, a press re-
lease said.

The ceremonial lighting of
the lamp marked the auspicious
beginning of the evening, while

Anilkumar's warm welcome ad-
dress set the tone for the festiv-
ities before the annual report of
the school was presented by
Parveen Kumar, principal.

Nhelat also addressed the gath-
ering, emphasising the impor-
tance of education in shaping
the future of the youth and pro-
moting cultural harmony and

understanding.
After a prize distribution cer-

emony for varied toppers,
teachers who have completed
service ranging from 10 to 30

years were felicitated. This was
followed by the release of the
school newsletter AURORA and
department bulletin SPEC-
TRUM. 

Indian School Muladha celebrates 33rd Annual Day ISM class 12 graduation held

ahli islamic opens first
Al Shumookh centre

BESTUNE B70 premium sedan offers peak performance

Al Maha Petroleum Products
Marketing Company has
launched its new petrol pro-
motion from February 15 to
April 1 to reward their loyal
customers. 

The draw promises a
chance to win a range of ex-
citing prizes, including 5g
gold for 5 winners, 5 iPhone
15s for 5 winners, RO5 of free
fuel for 20 winners, and one
Jetour Dashing SUV car as
the grand prize for one lucky
winner, a press release said.

Customers can enter this
promotion by informing and
registering their phone num-
ber with the station’s staff
while filling petrol. The pro-
motion does not include non-
fuel or diesel purchases. Each
RO5 spent on petrol enables
buyers to enter a raffle.

Enjoy the road with 
all-new Kia Seltos 

Al Maha offers
new prize
scheme



The opening of the vibrant Inter-
cityHotel Bawshar in Muscat
marks Deutsche Hospitality’s
fourth IntercityHotel branded
property in the Sultanate of
Oman, and the sixth IntercityHo-
tel branded property in the Mid-
dle East.

Situated in close proximity to
the Mall of Oman, the hotel
boasts 96 cozy guest rooms and
state-of-the-art amenities that
offer business and leisure trav-
ellers an urban and lively experi-
ence, a press release said.

Adorning the new CityNest
design concept, each room cate-
gory is designed with large floor-
to-ceiling windows for abundant
natural light, while the décor
connects travellers to Oman’s
local heritage. It offers four room
categories - the Deluxe Suite,
Accessible King Room, Standard
Twin Room, and Standard King
Room, which include state-of-
the-art amenities including fully
equipped kitchenettes in the
Deluxe Suites and more.

Siegfried Nierhaus, vice presi-
dent Middle East, Africa, India
and Tunisia at Deutsche Hospi-
tality says, “At Deutsche Hospi-
tality, our commitment to
innovation and guest-centric de-
sign takes center stage, offering

a seamless blend of the next
generation of IntercityHotels and
cutting-edge technology. Focus-
ing on the evolving needs of our
discerning guests, IntercityHo-
tels embody a harmonious fusion

of young and fresh aesthetics
and unparalleled functionality.

“As part of our planned
growth strategy and the suc-
cessful opening of the Intercity-
Hotels in Salalah, Nizwa and

Muscat, we are thrilled to intro-
duce the fourth IntercityHotel
branded hotel in the Sultanate
of Oman, marking a significant
milestone as we continue to
grow our presence across the

Middle East. We look forward
to welcoming guests to a new
era of hospitality, where the fu-
ture meets comfort, redefining
their travel experience at Inter-
cityHotels.”
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In recognition of its pioneering
and remarkable role in support-
ing the SME sector, Bank Mus-
cat, the leading financial service
provider in the Sultanate of
Oman, has recently been be-
stowed the North Batinah Award
for Entrepreneurship in the
award’s 2023 inaugural edition.

The Bank has won the award
for the categories Best Financing
Service Provider and Best Bank-
ing Institution from the Public
Perspective during an award cer-
emony organised by North Al
Batinah Governor’s Office in
Sohar. The ceremony was held
under the patronage of H E Dr
Said bin Mohammeda al Saqri,
Minister of Economy.

During the event, Ibrahim bin
Khamis al Balushi, senior assis-
tant general manager, SMEs,
Bank Muscat, received the award
trophy on behalf of the bank. In
essence, Bank Muscat’s recogni-
tion with the NBA, in both cate-
gories, came based on the public
views and reviews set forth by
the award evaluation committee. 

Balushi said, “The first version
of the North Batinah Award for
Entrepreneurship can be said to
be a representation of the
progress and development seen
in the SME sector in Al Batinah
North. Therefore, this recogni-

tion signifies a testament of the
bank’s contribution to the entire
sector in the country through the
wide range of banking services
and facilities offered to the small
and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs). The bank is constantly
committed to financial inclusion
and the development of the
SMEs and entrepreneurs, aiming
to go beyond banking and be-
come a major driver of sustain-
able growth in the country. 

“In line with Oman’s vi-
sion2040, the SME sector is a
wide field where potential oppor-
tunities can be utilised to foster a
market of economic competi-
tiveness. Hence, the bank will
uphold its commitment to being
a contributory and supportive
partner for the success of various

businesses and economic sec-
tors.”

Positioning itself as a leading
institution in supporting the SME
sector, Bank Muscat has estab-
lished a specialised department
to offer customised products and
services tailored specifically for
SMEs, aiming to address the
needs of entrepreneurs and facil-
itate the growth of the SMEs by
effectively managing challenges
through strategic planning and
prudent financial management.
Over the past twenty years, Bank
Muscat has prioritised the devel-
opment of this pivotal sector by
recognising both, its opportuni-
ties and challenges, to develop
its products and services to busi-
nesses and bolster the Sul-
tanate’s economy.

The Oman Vision 2040 Imple-
mentation Follow-up Office, in
partnership with the Legal De-
partment and the Planning and
Investment Department, organ-
ised a training programme on ad-
ministrative concepts in Muscat
last week. The programme,
which began on February 13,
continues till March 6.

The training program aims to
familiarise employees in all ad-
ministrative divisions of Muscat
Governorate with administrative
concepts in the light of Muscat
Governorate’s plans and pro-
grammes for the current year
and indicators of Oman Vision
2040, a press release said.

The programme highlights
some themes, the most promi-
nent being introduction of the
governorate system issued by
Royal Decree No (37/2022), the
general competencies of the
governorate, and the rights and

duties of employees.
In addition, it will touch upon

explaining the implementation of
plans and objectives forms and
implementation systems, moni-
toring achievements and most
prominent projects in Muscat
Governorate's wilayats and pre-
senting standards and indicators
of institutional excellence and
their monitoring methods.

In addition to introducing the
customer satisfaction index ac-
cording to service outlets in the
governorate, the priorities of
Oman Vision 2040 and national
programmes. It will also empha-
sise the systematic planning ap-
proach and joint implementation
of programmes, projects and ini-
tiatives in cooperation with vari-
ous sectors that aim to serve the
state's general orientations, and
its purposes to achieve sustain-
able development in accordance
with Oman Vision 2040. 

The CBO circular on cyber secu-
rity and resilience framework
and the CMA‘s Information sys-
tem guidelines were at center-
stage of the cyber security
seminar hosted by Crowe Oman,
a leading audit and advisory firm
in Oman.

Addressing the participants at
the seminar, Davis Kallukaran,
managing partner of Crowe, said,
“In 2020, the global cost of cy-
bercrime was estimated to be
US$1tn and this figure is ex-
pected to rise to US$10.5tn by
2025. The cost of cybercrime in-
cludes not only the direct finan-
cial losses but also the indirect
costs, such as lost productivity,
legal fees, and reputational
damage.”

The impact can be significant
and far-reaching. It can cause

physical damage to infrastruc-
ture, such as power grids, trans-
portation systems, and
telecommunications networks, a
press release said. 

The 2015 cyber-attack on
Ukraine's power grid caused
widespread power outages that
affected over 225,000 people.
The 2017 Equifax data breach re-
sulted in the theft of personal in-
formation, including Social
Security numbers, birth dates,
and addresses, of over 143 mil-
lion people They can also disrupt
critical services, such as health-
care, financial systems, and
emergency services, he pointed
out.

State-sponsored cyber war-
fare can also have political con-
sequences and can be used to
influence elections, undermine

political institutions, and spread
disinformation. The US dept of
justice has announced a
US$10mn reward for information
on threat actors targeting US
critical infrastructure. 

“If at all a world war breaks
out, the weaponry will not be
arms and ammunitions, but, a
cyber war,” Davis concluded.

“Crowe Oman aims to en-
hance the defence and resilience
of organisations by launching the
Security operation centre ser-
vices in Oman to address the
compliance requirements of
CBO framework on Cybersecu-
rity and Resilience, which are to
be implemented by July 2024
while the external audit is to be
completed by September 2024
and reported to CBO by Decem-
ber 2024. 

Bank Muscat gets North Batinah
Award for Entrepreneurship

Administrative training
programme underway

Crowe seminar focuses on CBO’s
cyber security guidelines



Moscow, Russia - Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky said on Saturday that this
weekend’s decision to retreat
from the eastern city of Avdi-
ivka was taken to avoid
human losses and due to a
lack of ammunition.

“It was a professional de-
cision that will save many
Ukrainian lives ... It is impor-
tant for us to save the lives of
our soldiers,” he stressed
about the withdrawal from
the city in Donetsk, speaking
at the Munich Security Con-
ference in Germany

Zelensky also pushed for
countries to give Ukraine
longer-range weapons, say-
ing when Ukraine is given
these it will depend less on
the actions of the troops.

Zelensky urged more air-
defence systems, saying that
‘once Ukraine unblocks the
sky’ it will not only push Rus-
sia back but this will also
allow it repatriate ‘millions of
Ukrainians’. He also promised
‘to surprise Russia’ later this
year with new drone systems
and electronic warfare.

Zelensky declined to an-
swer directly about the new
military draft, lowering the

conscription age from 25 to
27, saying that if some peo-
ple are tired of the battlefield,
‘they may have rest when-
ever they want’.

The Ukrainian president
also invited US presidential
hopeful Donald Trump to
visit Ukraine, adding that if
Trump wants, he can even
take him to the frontline.

Asked about his expecta-

tions on Ukraine’s NATO ac-
cession, Zelensky said ‘it
would be a fair thing to do’,
but added that a series of bi-
lateral security guarantees
with countries such as the
UK, Germany and France
would also help.
Anadolu Agency
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Ankara, Turkey - After months
of waiting for US lawmakers to
extend more aid, the NATO
chief on Saturday stressed the
need for a quick decision by the
US Congress to support
Ukraine.

Admitting that NATO allies
the US and Europe must effec-
tively share the burden, Secre-
tary-General Jens Stoltenberg
told the Munich Security Con-
ference: “It’s not for me to give
advice on how to pass legisla-
tion to the US Congress. But
what I can say is the vital and ur-
gent need for US to decide on a
package for Ukraine because we
need that support. And we have
burden-sharing between Eu-
rope, and Canada, and the
United States. Now it’s for the
US to deliver what they
promised.”

Stoltenberg also stressed
that the European allies plus
Canada ‘have provided more
support to Ukraine in total than
the United States’.

“This is not only about mak-
ing the right decisions, but it’s
about making the right decision
early, as quickly as possible, be-
cause it’s urgent. Every week we
wait means that there will be
more people killed on the front
line in Ukraine,” he warned.

The alliance chief added that
‘NATO is the strongest military
power in the world’, represent-
ing roughly half of the ‘world’s
total military might’.

“We are stronger than Rus-
sia,” he said.

This week, after many false
starts, the US Senate finally
passed a bill containing security
aid for Taiwan, Israel, and
Ukraine, but House Speaker
Mike Johnson has vowed to
block any consideration of the
measure, effectively killing it for
now.

Also at the three-day gather-
ing, Estonian Prime Minister

Kaja Kallas that the focus should
‘not drift from helping Ukraine
militarily’, adding that the most
important thing should be to
stop Russian President Vladimir
Putin in Ukraine.

“If Putin wins in Ukraine, he
won’t stop there. He’s a dictator.
… There’s no doubt that the
Baltic states are going to be at
risk or Poland if we don’t stop
him in Ukraine,” US Senator
Pete Ricketts remarked.

The tiny Baltic state of Esto-
nia, population 1.3mn, sits on the
border with Russia, population

143mn, and was a Soviet repub-
lic for over 50 years, until 1991.

France pledges
$3.2bn aid to Ukraine
Meanwhile, France and Ukraine
have signed a 10-year bilateral
security agreement, French
President Emmanuel Macron
announced on Friday.

The agreement will remain
valid unless Ukraine joins
NATO, Macron told a joint news
conference in Paris with his
Ukrainian counterpart,
Volodymyr Zelensky.

“In the framework of this
agreement, France committed
to an additional military aid up
to €3bn (US$3.23bn) in 2024,”
Macron said.

He noted that Paris already
provided Ukraine with military
aid worth €1.7bn in 2022 and
€2.1bn in 2023, and vowed
long-term support for Kyiv, in-
cluding civilian assistance.

Zelensky, for his part,
thanked France for its support
and described the agreement as
ambitious and concrete.

“Ukraine will join the EU, and,
I hope, NATO, too,” Macron
also said.

Urging the international, and
Europe in particular, to a ‘collec-
tive burst’ against Moscow’s ef-
forts to ‘destabilise’ the world,
the French leader said France ‘is
not at war against Russia’.

Macron said Russia has in-

tensified cyberattacks and dis-
information activities.

He also expressed concern
over its alleged plans to deploy
nuclear weapons in space, and
said Moscow must ‘justify (it-
self) without delay’.

Macron also said he would
visit Ukraine by mid-March.  

Alexey 
Navalny’s death
On reports of the death of Rus-
sian opposition figure Alexey
Navalny, Macron blamed the
Kremlin and said the incident
was a show of its ‘weakness’.

Macron also demanded that
Russia clarify the circumstances
of Navalny’s death.

Zelensky, for his part, urged
‘all the leaders of the world’ not
to remain silent against Russian
President Vladimir Putin.

The Russian penitentiary ser-
vice said earlier that Navalny,
47, died in a prison colony while
serving his sentence. The ser-
vice said in a statement that
Navalny lost consciousness
after a walk in the Arctic Ya-
malo-Nenets Autonomous Dis-
trict, where the prison is located.

Meanwhile, Muscovites are
leaving flowers at the Solovet-
sky Stone monument for
Navalny. 

Security forces have taken
security measures around the
monument which is dedicated
to political repression victims.

Mourners formed a queue to
leave flowers at the monument.

Navalny was arrested in Jan-
uary 2021 after being treated for
poisoning in a German hospital.
Western countries and Navalny
blamed Russia for the poisoning,
a claim the Kremlin denies.

In August, he was sentenced
to 19 years in prison for extrem-
ism and other crimes. He was
already serving an 11-year and
five-month sentence for fraud.
Anadolu Agency

NATO chief calls for ‘quick’
US decision on Ukraine aid

NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg 

It’s about making right decision
early, as quickly as possible... Every
week we wait means that there
will be more people killed on the
front line in Ukraine 
JENS STOLTENBERG

Zelensky: Troops
left eastern city 
to avoid losses

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky

New York, US - US former Pres-
ident Donald Trump and his
business organisations were or-
dered to pay as much as
US$355mn of penalties on Fri-
day in a business fraud case
lodged by New York State At-
torney General Letitia James.

In order to borrow more
money and at lower rates, Don-
ald Trump and the entities he
controls submitted blatantly
false financial data to the ac-
countants, resulting in fraudu-
lent financial statements, said a
decision and order by Arthur F
Engoron, a judge of New York
County Supreme Court.

‘Defendants’ fact and expert
witnesses simply denied reality,
and defendants failed to accept
responsibility or to impose in-
ternal controls to prevent future
recurrences’ at trial, said En-
goron in summary of a 92-page
document.

The judge continued the ap-

pointment of an independent
monitor, ordered the installation
of an independent director of
compliance and limited defen-
dants’ right to conduct business
in New York for a few years.

In particular, Donald Trump,
Allen Weisselberg, former chief
financial officer of the Trump
Organization, and Jeffrey Mc-
Conney, former Trump Organi-
zation controller, were banned
from serving as an officer or di-
rector of any New York corpo-

ration or other legal entity in
New York for three years.

Weisselberg and McConney
were permanently banned from
serving in the financial control
function of any New York cor-
poration or similar business en-
tity in the state. Moreover,
Weisselberg as well as Donald
Trump, Jr. and Eric Trump, the
sons of Donald Trump, were
fined US$1mn, US$4.01mn and
US$4.01mn, respectively.

Eric Trump and Donald
Trump Jr criticised the judg-
ment and Donald Trump’s
lawyer Chris Kise also indicated
a plan to appeal.

Letitia James is scheduled to
deliver remarks on the judg-
ment later on Friday.

The trial for the case began
on October 2, 2023 and con-
cluded on January 11, 2024 with
Donald Trump appearing in the
court multiple times.
Xinhua

US: Trump imposed with hefty
fines in NY business fraud case

Ankara, Turkey - Japan success-
fully launched its flagship new
H3 rocket on Saturday after a
failed attempt last year.

According to the Japan
Aerospace Exploration Agency,
the second H3 was launched
from Tanegashima Space Cen-
ter in southwestern Japan at
9.22am local time (0022GMT).

“It was confirmed that the

rocket flew as planned, injecting
the second stage vehicle into the
designated orbit, and separating
CE-SAT-IE approximately 16
minutes and 43 seconds after
launch,” said the agency in a
statement.

Last March, Japan’s flagship
H3 rocket No1 was ordered to
self-destruct minutes after
launch due to its second-stage

engine failing to ignite.
“Data from the second stage

vehicle after its orbit around the
Earth confirmed the sending of a
separation signal to TIRSAT, the
execution of a controlled re-
entry of the second stage vehi-
cle, and the separation of the
rocket performance verification
payload (VEP-4),” said the
agency.

Last September, Japan’s lunar
lander was also successfully
launched into space after sev-
eral delays. Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida praised the suc-
cessful launch of the domesti-
cally produced rocket.

“We are very happy to see
such great achievements in the
space field following the suc-
cessful SLIM moon landing. I

would like to express my respect
for the efforts of everyone in-
volved over the years, and hope
that Japan’s core rockets will
continue to steadily accumulate
achievements,” he said on X.

The H3 was developed by
Japan Aerospace Exploration
Agency and Mitsubishi Heavy
Industries.
Anadolu Agency

Japan successfully launches new H3 rocket after failed attempt last year

Donald Trump

THE GREAT ILLUSION

A visitor uses a VR headset during the press preview of an exhibition entitled ‘The Great Illusion - 200 Years of Virtual Realities’ at the Teylers

Museum in Haarlem, the Netherlands, on Friday. The exhibition is open to public till September 1 (Xinhua)

It was a 
professional 
decision that will
save many
Ukrainian lives ...
It is important
for us to save the
lives of soldiers 
VOLODYMYR ZELENSKY
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Geneva, Switzerland - The UN
Special Rapporteur on Human
Rights Defenders proposed im-
posing an ‘arms embargo’ on Is-
rael in response to attacks in the
Gaza Strip.

“We have to allow humani-
tarian aid in there and also there
has to be an arms embargo,”
Mary Lawlor told Anadolu about
the situation in Gaza, rights vio-
lations and steps countries
should take to stop Israel’s bom-
bardment.

“In my view, any of the states
that are fuelling this conflict by
supplying arms to Israel just
have to stop because Israel is not
seeing any sense at the mo-
ment,” she said.

Lawlor said she has been
closely monitoring the situation
in Gaza since October 7 and
condemned attacks carried out
by the Palestinian resistance
group, Hamas.

She stated that there are ‘ex-
hausted, besieged and helpless’
people in Gaza. “It is very terrible
that Gazans have been repeat-
edly told to go to a safe place.
This ended in the city of Rafah.
Now people have been told to go
elsewhere and they have
nowhere to go. They’re living in
the most horrendous conditions,
but they don’t have enough food.
They don’t have the medicine
they need. Half of Gaza’s popu-
lation is currently in Rafah. Now
how is that ever right? No matter
what your position is, where you
come from, or your strategic or
political interests, how can you
justify the killing the mothers of
so many little children and
women?”

Following developments in
Rafah, Lawor said there is a need
to ‘ensure a cease-fire’, and hu-
manitarian aid should be allowed
to enter Gaza.

“(In Gaza) Technically, Israel
as an occupying power shouldn’t

be waging a war against an oc-
cupied territory,” said Lawlor.

She pointed out that while the
world is aware of what is going
on in Gaza, countries are unable
or unwilling to intervene.

Stressing that the UN Relief
and Public Works Agency for
Palestinian Refugees in the Near
East (UNRWA) is the only or-

ganisation serving Gazans,
schools and hospitals in the en-
clave, Lawlor said Israel is ‘re-
versing the funding to UNRWA’.
“It’s madness.”

“The investigation into the al-
legations against UNRWA is on-
going. Such desperate people
should not be allowed to be-
come victims of the political

mass between states,” she said,
referencing Israeli allegations
that staffers at the UN agency
were involved in a Hamas attack
against Israel on October 7.

Noting that the decision on
genocide is made by courts and
experts, Lawlor said it is deter-
mined based on behaviour, war
crimes and genocidal intent,
while the situation in Gaza is
currently being examined by the
International Court of Justice
(ICJ).

Lawlor stressed that the UN
court will decide on the situation
in Gaza.

“Whether (the decision) is
genocide or not, but I am saying

there is a risk of genocide (in
Gaza),” she said.

Noting that countries bear a
great responsibility for stopping
Israel’s attacks on Gaza, she
said: “States such as the United
States, EU countries and the
United Kingdom, which influ-
ence Israel, have a very impor-
tant role. It is unacceptable for
countries to abstain or veto res-
olutions at the UN Security
Council. To me, this cannot be
forgiven.”

Gaza death toll 
climbs to 28,858
At least 83 Palestinians were
killed and 125 others injured in

the last 24 hours as Israel con-
tinues its onslaught on the be-
sieged Gaza Strip, the territory’s
Health Ministry said on Satur-
day. “The Israeli occupation
committed nine massacres
against families in the Gaza Strip,
leaving 83 martyrs and 125 in-
jured during the past 24 hours,”
the ministry said in a statement.

“Many people are still
trapped under rubble and on the
roads as rescuers are unable to
reach them,” the statement
added.

Flouting a provisional ruling
by the International Court of Jus-
tice last month, Israel has con-
tinued its onslaught on the Gaza

Strip, where at least 28,858
Palestinians have been killed,
mostly women and children, and
68,677 injured since October 7,
according to Palestinian health
authorities.

Israel has pounded the Gaza
Strip since a cross-border attack
by Hamas, which Tel Aviv says
killed nearly 1,200 people.

The Israeli war on Gaza has
pushed 85 per cent of the terri-
tory’s population into internal
displacement amid shortages of
food, clean water and medicine,
while 60 per cent of the infras-
tructure has been damaged or
destroyed, according to the UN.
Anadolu Agency

UN official for arms embargo against Israel

Munich, Germany - Amid grow-
ing concerns over Israel’s
planned ground operation in the
city of Rafah, German Chancellor
Olaf Scholz on Saturday urged
Tel Aviv to abide by international
law.

Speaking at the Munich Secu-
rity Conference, Scholz reaf-
firmed Germany’s support for
Israel’s security, but also under-
lined that they expect the Israeli
government to respect interna-
tional law.

“Israel has the right to defend
their own country, and this is
what the United States, and what
Germany, and many others are
just stating,” Scholz told an audi-
ence of international political and
military leaders.

“We are also very clear on the
things that are important to be
said. So first that humanitarian
aid has to get to Gaza, and more
as we see today. Second, that the
way the war is handled is accord-
ing to international law,” he
stressed.

Scholz made the remarks
when he was asked by the mod-
erator about the Western re-
sponse to the Gaza conflict, and
criticisms of hypocrisy and dou-
ble standards for its failure to
stop Israeli military’s war crimes.

Scholz said his government
has been conveying its concerns
to the Israeli government and re-
minding them of their responsi-
bility to abide by international
law.

“We are asking that they do
so, and we are constantly dis-
cussing this question, and there’s
good reason for doing so, and it is
something which is so important

for all of us,” the chancellor said.
“We are very clear in this that

obeying international law and the
rules is something which is not
just something we do because
we subscribed (to) some agree-
ments globally, it is something
which is coming out of our per-
spective of humankind and how
we want to be, and how we want
to see ourselves,” he added.

Some 1.5mn Palestinians pre-
viously displaced by Israel’s of-
fensive on Gaza are holed up in
Rafah, seeking refuge from hos-
tilities that have laid waste to
wide swathes of Palestinian terri-
tory.

Israel’s reported plans for an
offensive on the city have
sounded international alarm
bells, with many countries urging
restraint or calling off the opera-
tion altogether.
Anadolu Agency

Germany’s Scholz
urges Israel to abide
by international law

Rome, Italy - The Group of Seven
(G-7) nations support the cre-
ation of a Palestinian state, Italy’s
Foreign Minister Antonio Tajani
said on Saturday, underlining
that the process for this must
begin with the suspension of the
fighting in Gaza.

“The G-7 document talks
about the will to reach the objec-
tive of two people, two states,
through an interruption of the
conflict now, which will allow the
unconditional liberation of the Is-
raeli hostages and help the
Palestinian civilian population
who needs humanitarian aid,”
Tajani told reporters after a
meeting with his counterparts in
the G-7 at the Munich Security

Conference in Germany.
“Then, negotiations would

start that I hope will lead to
peace,” he said.

Tajani said foreign ministers
of the G-7 condemned Pales-
tinian group Hamas and ruled
out any political role for it in Gaza

after the war.  The Palestinian
Authority in the occupied West
Bank, on the other hand, has the
support of the seven-nation
group, he said, but adding that
the body had to be renovated for
it be a ‘protagonist’ in Gaza.

“Our position aims at guaran-
teeing the security of the state of
Israel, we ask for the immediate
liberation of hostages and work
for a de-escalation to help civil-
ians in Gaza,” Tajani said.

He also added that the minis-
ters condemn acts of violence by
Israeli settlers against Palestini-
ans in the occupied West Bank,
which have been on the rise
since October 7.
Anadolu Agency

‘G-7 FMs support creation of Palestinian state’

Italy’s Foreign Minister Antonio Tajani

Istanbul, Turkey - A global boy-
cott movement against Israeli
products has gained significant
traction with the recent conflict
in Gaza, according to activist and
spokesperson for Palestine Ini-
tiative, Tulay Gokcimen.

“The oppression Israel has
been inflicting on Palestine for
75 years before the massacres in
Gaza was not fully described,
but now everyone wants to do
something as much as they can,”
Gokcimen told Anadolu. “Gaza
has created awareness against
the Israeli occupation in people.
Individual reactions have
evolved into a mass movement
over time.”

Gokcimen said she believes
the movement can be an effec-
tive weapon to pressure Israel
and end its attacks, highlighting
the surge in public awareness

and individual action triggered
by the violence in Gaza. She said
people worldwide are refusing to
buy Israeli products, fuelled by a
desire to stand with Palestinians.

The momentum for the group
that seeks to be a voice for
Palestinians has transformed
into a global movement, encom-
passing diverse communities
and religions, she said.

“They made the whole world
Palestinian. Demonstrations are
being held in front of food and
beverage chains supporting Is-
rael in different countries every
day, raising awareness among
the public,” she noted.

Gokcimen emphasised that
Israel relies heavily on interna-
tional trade for resources and
weapons. That is why boy-

cotting Israeli products and indi-
viduals can disrupt the financial
system and put pressure on Is-
rael. “If I don’t buy, if you don’t
buy, this financial system won’t
run,” said Gokcimen.

She pointed to instances
where companies supporting Is-
rael faced losses due to the boy-
cott. “All the bombs and
weapons that Israel uses to at-
tack our brothers and sisters are
actually produced with the
money coming from trade in
other countries. People cannot
stop those who make the
bombs, but they do not buy Is-
raeli products to avoid contribut-
ing to this financial system,” she
said.

Gokcimen added that the
boycott has also led to a shift in
consumer preferences.
Anadolu Agency

Support increases for worldwide
boycott of Israeli products: Activist

Tehran, Iran - The Iranian
Defence Ministry on Sat-
urday unveiled an anti-bal-
listic missile defence
system and a low-altitude
air defence system, the of-
ficial news agency IRNA
reported.

The domestically-devel-
oped ‘Arman’ anti-ballistic
missile system and
‘Azarakhsh’ air defence sys-
tem were unveiled in a cer-
emony in the Iranian capital
Tehran attended by De-
fence Minister Moham-
mad-Reza Ashtiani.

Describing the two sys-
tems as great ‘defence in-
dustry achievements’, the
Iranian defence minister
said the medium-range,
high-altitude tactical
Arman system could detect
targets at a distance of
180km and destroy them
within a range of 120km.
The Arman system can be
ready for operation in less
than three minutes, he
added.

The Azarakhsh system,
as noted by Ashtiani, is ca-
pable of safeguarding the
nation’s critical and vital fa-
cilities from drone and
micro air vehicle threats.

It uses an advanced
three-dimensional radar
system, an optical search
system and very nimble
cutting-edge seekers and is
capable of destroying tar-
gets in the shortest time
possible, he said.
Xinhua

Iran unveils
new missile 
defence
system

We are very clear
on the things that
are important to
be said. So first
that humanitarian
aid has to get to
Gaza, and more as
we see today 
OLAF SCHOLZ

In my view, any of the states that
are fuelling this conflict by 
supplying arms to Israel just have
to stop because Israel is not seeing
any sense at the moment 
MARY LAWLOR



Bogota, Colombia - Global, not
national, measures, are urgently
needed in the climate change
fight, the president of Colombia
said on Friday.

“We propose a democratic
agreement,” said Gustavo Petro
as he emphasised the impor-
tance of facing the climate crisis
when he arrived in Germany to
attend the 60th Munich Security
Conference.

“The climate crisis is politically
turning into barbarism, fascism
and total destruction,” said the
Colombian leader.

Stating that democratic values
have been destroyed due to on-
going wars Petro said: “If we
want to continue as we are today,
that is, if brute force is measured
by bombs dropped from air-
planes, this is an indication that
humanity is going through a dire

situation.”
He stressed that fossil fuel

consumption causes ‘serious’
damage to water and other nat-
ural resources. “There is no other
way out. Countries that produce
CO2 emissions must now realise
the importance of switching to
clean energy,” he said.
Anadolu Agency
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Istanbul, Turkey - Increasing Is-
lamophobia at the political and
societal levels leads to the exclu-
sion of veiled women from soci-
ety, despite them being born and
raised in France, being highly ed-
ucated and possessing profes-
sional skills that would
contribute to the country.

Interviews by Anadolu with
20 Muslim women who left or
planned to leave France revealed
workplace discrimination.

The report showed that dis-
crimination and lack of social ac-
ceptance often force Muslim
women to seek job opportunities
beyond the borders of France.

The report, aimed at examin-
ing the extent of Islamophobia
toward women in France and
provided a list of recommenda-
tions to combat the discrimina-
tion, highlighted how ‘coercive
policies’ completely restrict
veiled women from working in
the public sector, reinforce dis-
crimination against the head-
scarf in the private sector and
increase Islamophobia at the so-
cietal level.

In addition to facing discrimi-
nation in the workplace, Muslim
women in France also experience
discrimination in education and
in civil society. The ban on head-
scarves in France keeps veiled
women from schools and nega-
tively affects their careers and
general well-being. 

Despite their motivation to
contribute to French society,
Muslim women are not allowed
to share their skills and experi-
ences in educational environ-
ments. The prevention of the

participation of Muslim women
in civil society activities emerges
as another area where they feel

excluded.
French Muslim women,

whose views were consulted for

the report, shared that they
chose to leave the country and
continue their careers abroad

due to the prevalence of Islamo-
phobia.

Muslim women who choose

to stay in France are forced to
make difficult decisions such as
removing their headscarves to

conform to societal pressure or
withdrawing from the workforce
in the face of discrimination.

Islamophobic state policies
and society’s discriminatory atti-
tude in France exacerbate the
problems faced by Muslim
women, who make up about
seven million, or 10 per cent of
the population.

The report highlights the lack
of solution-oriented policies for
the Muslim community in
France, where religious symbols,
including headscarves, were
banned in schools in 2004 and
expanded in 2010 to include veils
covering the face entirely in pub-
lic spaces.

In the recommendations sec-
tion of the report, policymakers
are advised to develop inclusive
and participatory policies, recog-
nise Islamophobic attitudes as
hate crimes, and implement de-
terrent sanctions against actions
stemming from Islamophobia.
Anadolu Agency

Muslim women face exclusion in France

In addition to facing discrimination in the workplace, Muslim women in France also experience discrimination in education and in civil society (Anadolu Agency)

Sydney, Australia - China is ex-
pected to reclaim the top spot in
Australia’s international tourism
industry ‘in the very near future’,
chief of the Australian govern-
ment’s tourism promoting
agency has said.

“We certainly know that Aus-
tralia has a lot to offer Chinese
travellers and our industry and
the Australian public love to wel-
come Chinese guests to Aus-
tralia,” Phillipa Harrison,
managing director of Tourism
Australia, told Xinhua in a recent
interview. “So we know that we
will rebuild the market and it will
be our number one market again
sometime in the very near fu-
ture,” she said.

In 2019, China was already the
top market in Australia’s interna-
tional tourism sector, with 1.4mn
Chinese tourists visiting Australia
each year, Harrison said, adding
that the number of Chinese
tourists has increased month by

month and returned to about 45
per cent of pre-pandemic levels
in November last year.

Noting the Spring Festival hol-
idays, Harrison said: “This is al-
ways our busiest time of year. So
we always see a spike in travel
over the lunar new year, which is
fantastic.”

When Australia reopened 12
months ago, there wasn’t a lot of

aviation capacity, but it was dif-
ferent this year, Harrison said.

“This is really the first New

Year where we’ve been fully
open, and there is really good avi-
ation capacity into Australia,” she

said. “So we’re excited to see
more Chinese arriving.”

Harrison said that Chinese

tourists are welcome to Australia
for the Spring Festival, and there
are many celebrations around
Australia. “There are lots and lots
of local celebrations and certainly
Australians love getting involved
with the lunar new year festival,”
she said.

Tourism Australia has a very
long-term view with China and
has been there for more than 20
years, Harrison said. “It is a very
important market for us. We’re
working very hard on re-growing
our numbers.”

“So we have marketing pro-
motions going. We have our big
‘Come and Say G’day’ campaign
which we launched in Chengdu in
June,” Harrison said.

She said she was very positive
about the Chinese market and
was ‘really delighted to see that
more and more Chinese are com-
ing back to enjoy everything that
Australia has to offer’.
Xinhua

Australia hopes China to be its top tourism market again

Phillipa Harrison, the managing director of Tourism Australia, speaks during an interview in Sydney (Xinhua)

Washington, US - NASA is
searching for volunteers to take
part in an isolation experiment
simulating what it would be like
to be alone on Mars.

The four volunteers selected
will participate in the agency’s
next simulated one-year Mars
surface mission, which NASA
says is designed to help them
gather data for their plans to
one day have humans explore
the red planet.

This is the second year-long
Mars experiment NASA is con-
ducting. The first one kicked off
in June 2023 (meaning the ap-
plicants are still in isolation for a
few more months).

The second of three planned
ground-based missions called

CHAPEA (Crew Health and
Performance Exploration Ana-
log) is scheduled to kick off in
spring 2025. The missions in-
volve a four-person crew work-
ing and living together in a
3D-printed, 1,700-square-foot
base at NASA’s Johnson Space

Center in Houston.
The base, called Mars Dune

Alpha, is designed to simulate
the challenges that will be faced
by the first people on the actual
planet: resource shortages,
equipment failures, communi-
cation delays and other stressful

situations.
Applications are open for the

second CHAPEA mission until
April 2. The mission itself is
scheduled to begin sometime in
2025.

They’re looking for healthy,
non-smoking US citizens be-
tween the ages of 30 and 55,
who are proficient in English,
with a strong desire for ‘unique,
rewarding adventures and inter-
est in contributing to NASA’s
work to prepare for the first
human journey to Mars.

Crew members must have a
master’s degree in a STEM field
such as engineering, mathemat-
ics, biological, physical or com-
puter science.
WAM

NASA looking for volunteers to live in
isolation, simulating Mars mission

Lack of social acceptance forces Muslim women to seek job opportunities beyond borders of France

Tokyo, Japan - The sup-
port rate for the cabinet
led by Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida
plunged to 16.9 per cent in
February, marking a
record low for the admin-
istration, according to the
latest Jiji Press opinion
poll.

The reading, which
dropped by 1.7 percentage
points from the previous
month, is now at the low-
est level since the return of
the ruling Liberal Demo-
cratic Party (LDP) to
power in December 2012.
It remained below the crit-
ical ‘danger zone’ marked
by 20 per cent for the sev-
enth straight month.

Meanwhile, the disap-
proval rate for the cabinet
increased by 6.4 percent-
age points to 60.4 per
cent, crossing the 60 per
cent threshold for the first
time since May 2020 dur-
ing the Abe cabinet, amid
a fund scandal within the
LDP factions, the survey
showed.

In a breakdown of rea-
sons for not supporting
the cabinet, 36.9 per cent
of the respondents said
they simply had no expec-
tations for it, followed by
26.8 per cent who found
the policies ineffective and
25.1 per cent who did not
trust the prime minister.

The survey was con-
ducted from last Friday to
Monday through inter-
views with 2,000 people
who are aged 18 years and
older nationwide. 
Xinhua

Support for
Japan’s
Kishida 
cabinet
sinks to new
low: Poll

Islamophobic state
policies and 
society’s 
discriminatory 
attitude in France
exacerbate the
problems faced by
Muslim women,
who make up about
7mn, or 10 per cent
of the population

Call for global measures
against climate change 

Colombian President Gustavo Petro 

We certainly know
that Australia has
a lot to offer 
Chinese travellers
and our industry
and the Australian
public love to 
welcome Chinese
guests to Australia 
PHILLIPA HARRISON



ACROSS
1) It precedes an important

delivery

6) Certain construction

girder 11) Director's shout

14) Obviously shocked

15) Woman  om uncle?

16) A wee hour

17) They make waves

19) Noshed

20)AGreatLake

21) Kind of campus protest

23) Primary color, to a

printer

27) Grinds together, as

teeth

29) Calls o , as a mission

30) Puzzle that's a

stumper

31) Absolute bedlam

32) Thing to shift

33) Negative vote

36) Has the_  r (is at-

tracted

37) Castle ditches

38) Eye with desire

39) "The Lord of the

Rings" creature

40) Per rmers of plays,

collectively

41) Edible  eshwater  sh

42) Raspy

44) "Goodness!"

45) How inferior goods

are

47) Snitches

48) Some court hearings

49) Song performed singly

51) Downs counterparts

51) Words after “sanp,”

“bring” or “call”

58) “Aw” follower

59) Bicker

60) Romance or deama,

e.g.

61) Spans of 60 mins.

62) Not just wants

63)___ Domingo

DOWN
1) Experimental place?

2) Long time follower?

3) Ewe can say that again?

4) Get o  the  fence

5) Takes the advice of a

sidewalk preacher

6) Home of the Taj Mahal

7) It may be be re one's

time?

8) Electric  fish

9) Starpitcher

10) Underlying theme

11) Things in many closets

12) Loosen, as laces

13) Adults-to-be

18) Partner of crafts

22) "Liberal" attachment

23)_ Man Randy Savage

24) Dislike, and then some

25) Some dai  products

26) Winged god of love

27) Pesky little biters

28) Steals, old-style

30) Fill with happiness

32) Likely to make stem

orders

34) "The Cradle of Texas

Liberty" 35) Aden's land

37) A soil fertilizer

38) Face-to- ce exam

40) Part of a tape recorder

41) Fits in

43) Relative of 17-Across

44) Editor's "remove it"

45) Do as the doctor says

46) Abnormally active

47) Lugs

49) Thing behind d all,

typically

52) Valuable rock  nd

53) Display longevity?

54) Oolong, for one

55) Quaint motel

56) Food crumb

57) "The Matrix" moniker

DAILY CROSSWORD

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21
Compromising is the best way to get out of a power struggle today, even

though you might not feel like sacrificing any of the ground you've

worked so hard to win. Showing this person that you can change and see

a new point of view will impress them. They won't trust that you want to

work with them until you show them you do. Your actions speak louder

than promises. The respect you show them will force them to show you

the same.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20
One of the more flamboyant people you know is suddenly acting a lot

more conservatively, and it's piquing your curiosity big time. Their

change in behavior could be because of a new job, a new problem, or a

new relationship, and you need to find out what the deal is today before

it drives you crazy. Shoot them a message to find out what's up and then

take it from there. Make sure they know that while you might miss their

old ways, you'll always support the path they take.

TEST YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE

Answers:1. B 2. C  3. B

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22
Finding forgotten cash in an old coat pocket might make your day, but

you should know by now that money doesn't buy happiness. If you keep

this fact at the front of your mind today, it should make it a lot easier to

handle any decisions that come your way. Do things because they are

the right thing to do, the fun thing to do, or the enriching thing to do, not

because they are the most profitable thing to do. This isn't the time to

put your wallet ahead of your self-worth.

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22
Everyone around you has a different idea about how to solve a problem

today, but only you have the right idea! You have a wonderful ability to

compromise and have everyone come up with solutions together, so

don't leave this skill by the wayside because you're afraid to ruffle a

few feathers. Speak up. Offer your plan. The people you're with today

are in a flexible and positive mood, so you should find a warmer

reception for your thoughts than you expected.

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22
This is not a very good time for you to be spending a lot of time

socializing with new people. Your time and money are in short supply,

and the people who have always been important in your life are missing

you. It won't cost you anything to call them up today and spend some

time just shooting the breeze. Getting involved in any new schemes just

isn't the smartest idea, and hold off signing on any documents that

could commit you to anything. You need to stay free as a bird.

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22
When someone tries to push your emotional buttons today, think

carefully before responding. It wouldn't be wise to react as this person

expects (and wants) you to react, nor would it be wise to give them the

cold shoulder. Instead, try to connect with this person in a mature,

straightforward way and simply ask what's up. By confronting them like

this, you will probably put a stop to these attempts to manipulate you

once and for all.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21
Taking care of matters at or around your home should be your top

priority now, whether that means redecorating the living room, getting

back into a good place with a roommate, or just avoiding the hustle and

bustle of the outside world. Your home is your refuge, so you should

use it as such more often. Enjoy the safety and quiet there. Focus on

getting back in touch with your most intimate surroundings and with all

of the people who share them with you.

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER21
A troubled friend may need some cheering up today, and you should

make yourself available to them as best you can. There has been a lot

of drama recently, and you can provide them with the normalcy that

will help them regain their equilibrium. Spending some mellow time

with them is ideal. Go out for a movie or meal or long hike. Give them a

chance to share their thoughts and work through what they are going

through.

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18
Your friends finally have some free time and are in the mood to have

some fun, so it's the perfect time to go out together and make

memories with your favorite people! Try to do something that requires

a lot of high energy like playing a sport or dancing. You might not feel

like getting physically active now, but as the day goes on you're going

to get more and more antsy. You'll love the chance to work off all that

energy and have fun at the same time.

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
Aren't those old grudges you've been carrying around for so long

getting a little heavy? It is more than okay to let go. It's necessary. Are

you keeping this event or person in your emotional bank account in the

hopes that someday you can cash it in for a sense of revenge? That is

no reason to take up valuable space in your heart. Get rid of the bad

energy or memories by turning toward the future. Don't look back.

Make room in your heart for new, positive forces.

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20
It's a good idea to spend some time thinking about what you want to

do next in your life. Where do you want to travel? What experiences

do you want to have? What people do you want to meet?

Daydreaming about your future is free, fun, and something you totally

control. Stretching yourself to imagine what could be will help you lay

the groundwork for future goals and adventures!

ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19
Once you achieve a goal, do you realize that you need to take some time

to appreciate your achievement? Slow down today and appreciate the

view. You've worked hard to get to where you are, and you deserve some

time to gloat a little. Call up a friend and do something fun with them

tonight or one night soon. They've got some fun news to share, and they

are eager to hear your take on what's going on in the world. You can't

always be totally focused on working toward a goal all of the time.

LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 and

only one instance of each number

You have three minutes to find
all the words contained in this
word. 

Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don’t count

WORD BUILDER

DO YOU SUDOKU?BOGGLER

SU
D

O
K

U
 E

A
SY

 A
N

SW
ER

Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by linking
adjacent letters - to the left, right, on
top, bottom, or diagonal to each
other. The Boggles Classic game
uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words are
valued at one point for each letter in
excess of two letters. A three letter
word is worth one point, a four
letter word is  worth two points, and
so on. Valid words must be at least
three letters long. 
Solution 20-25 words:
Excellent, 15-20 words: Very
good, 10-15 words: Good, 
5-10 words: Average

KIDS COLOURING

BREAK

YOUR DAILY HOROSCOPE
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NOTE PAD

O
I

1. Which of these was an impor-

tant part in the car that trav-

elled in time in the "Back to the

Future" series of films?

A. Warp drive

B. Flux capacitor

C. Difference engine

D. Nuclear fribulator

2. Which of these is a form of al-

ternative medicine, first proposed

by German physician Samuel

Hahnemann in 1796, which uses

reference books known as "reper-

tories"?

A. Abroadopathy

B. Awayopathy

C. Homeopathy

D.Houseopathy

3. Which US President has figured

on the cover of the magazine

Sports Illustrated, twice?

A. George W Bush

B. Ronald Reagan

C. Dwight Eisenhower

D. Donald Trump

E

K
O



Riyadh, Saudi Arabia - Al
Shabab midfielder Ivan Rakitic
scored on his debut to secure
a 1-0 win over 10-man Damac
in the Saudi Pro League on Fri-
day.

Former Croatia interna-
tional Rakitic, who moved
from Sevilla last month, struck
from outside the area in the
82nd minute.

Damac were reduced to 10

players when Sanusi Hawsawi
was dismissed for a second
yellow card in the 67th.

Tenth-placed Al-Shabab
have 24 points from 20
matches, while Damac are
sixth with 30.

The 35-year-old Rakitic
won over 100 caps from
2007-2019, helping Croatia
finish runners-up at the 2018
World Cup.

Birmingham, England - Aston
Villa midfielder Boubacar Ka-
mara will miss the remainder
of the season with a torn ante-
rior cruciate ligament, man-
ager Unai Emery said on
Friday, a blow to the team’s
push for a top-four Premier
League finish.

The 24-year-old French-
man suffered the knee injury
on Sunday against Manch-
ester United, leaving the game

in the 65th minute of the 2-1
loss at Villa Park.

Villa are fifth in the table, a
point behind Tottenham Hot-
spur.

“When they are injured for
a long time, it’s the worst in
football,” Emery told reporters.
“It’s more difficult for the
player, as a person, when they
are injured ... more or less, in
September or October he is
coming back.”

Brentford, England - Mohamed
Salah scored on his return from
injury as Liverpool kept their foot
on the throttle in the Premier
League title race with a 4-1 win at
Brentford on Saturday to go pro-
visionally five points clear at the
summit.

Darwin Nunez opened the
scoring with an exquisite first-half
chip, and goals after the break
from Alexis Mac Allister and
Salah, who was playing his first
game for Liverpool in over six
weeks after suffering a hamstring
injury at the Africa Cup of Na-
tions, effectively ended the con-
test.

Ivan Toney pulled one back for
Brentford, but Cody Gakpo
grabbed Liverpool's fourth to
wrap up a comfortable win for the
visitors.

The victory lifted Liverpool to
57 points and put the ball back in
the court of chasers Manchester
City in second and third-placed
Arsenal, who are both on 52 but
can reduce the deficit later on
Saturday.

In what is shaping up to be one
of the tightest title races in years,
Pep Guardiola's City side, ar-
guably still in the box seat with
two games in hand, host Chelsea
in Saturday's late game after Ar-
senal visit Burnley.

While his side cruised to a
sixth win in their last seven
league games, there was a sour
note for Liverpool manager Juer-
gen Klopp, who was already deal-
ing with a lengthy injury list
before Curtis Jones and Diogo
Jota were taken off in the first half
and Nunez failed to emerge after

halftime. The Liverpool manager
was already without a number of
key players through injury includ-
ing goalkeeper Alisson Becker,
Trent Alexander-Arnold and Do-
minik Szoboszlai.

"That's really not good. But we

can't change that anymore,"
Klopp told reporters when asked
about the latest injuries.

"In these situations the perfor-
mance level could have dropped,
but it was the other way around.
We played an exceptional game.”

Liverpool, England - Xabi Alonso
is an incredible talent from the
new generation of managers
given his impressive run at Bayer
Leverkusen, soon to depart Liver-
pool manager Juergen Klopp said.

The former Liverpool and Real
Madrid midfielder has been
linked to the upcoming opening
at Anfield after Klopp announced
last month that he will step down
at the end of season.

Alonso guided Leverkusen
from near the bottom of the Bun-
desliga to a five-point lead at the
top within 16 months. The 42-
year-old coach secured a spot at
the German Cup semi-finals and
notably defeated serial champi-
ons Bayern Munich 3-0 last
weekend.

“Xabi is doing an incredible
job,” Klopp said. “If there would
not be the rumours around, that’s
 completely independent. If you
would have asked me eight
weeks ago about Xabi Alonso I
would have gone: ‘Oh my God.’
The dinosaurs if you want – An-
celotti, Mourinho, Guardiola,
maybe me – we will not do it for
the next 20 years. OK, maybe
Mourinho will. The next genera-
tion is already there and I would
say Xabi is standout in that de-
partment.

“Former world-class player,
from a coaching family as well
which helps a little, he was like a
coach already when he was play-
ing. The football he is playing, the
teams he sets up, the transfers he
did, it is absolutely exceptional. I
played a long time in the Bun-
desliga and it is super impressive. 

“Not only the points tally but
the way they play. Leverkusen
was clearly the better side in the
first game against Bayern and
that is rare. To be honest when
we beat Bayern at Dortmund it
was a bit of very well defended,
counterattack and taking the mo-
mentum. Especially at the begin-
ning. But Leverkusen were better.
That was probably the real sur-

prise given the short time he was
there and it’s a young team. He
has super signings for this team,
exactly what they needed, and
that’s really a very special job.

“Leverkusen has a very good
chance to win the cup. When you
look through the Europa League,
Leverkusen is one of the

favourites there as well so it could
be the season for Leverkusen. Re-
ally crazy.”

Klopp identified Alonso’s im-
mediate impact at Leverkusen as
his most impressive managerial
trait so far.

“How quick his team is that
well tuned,” he said. “For the time

it’s taken, he’s put his proper
stamp on it. 

“Nobody knows if that is al-
ways the way he wants to play or
if it’s the way this team specifi-
cally plays, he is not long enough
in the business to tell, but obvi-
ously the coaching part is excep-
tional. That is clear.”
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Klopp praises Alonso’s exceptional job at Leverkusen

X FACTOR
OF XABI

Xabi Alonso

Salah scores in
Liverpool’s win 

Liverpool’s Mohamed Salah celebrates after scoring against Brentford 

Inter ease to victory against
bottom-placed Salernitana
Milan, Italy - Leaders Inter Milan
lived up to expectations as they
cruised to a 4-0 home win over
bottom-placed Salernitana on
Friday to strengthen their grip on
top of Serie A.

Goals from Marcus Thuram,
Lautaro Martinez, Denzel Dum-
fries and Marko Arnautovic
sealed the win that lifted Simone
Inzaghi’s side to 63 points, 10
clear of second-placed Juventus,
who were shocked by Udinese
on Monday.

“The lads did very well. It was
a solid match, approached in the
best possible way. Salernitana
had created problems for many
teams,” coach Inzaghi told re-
porters.

“We still have a long way to
go. We must stay focused even
when we sleep. We are looking
only at the next game, our goal is
to reach the end of all competi-
tions.”

The hosts grabbed the lead in
the 17th minute thanks to Thu-
ram’s powerful strike from the
centre of the box off Carlos Au-
gusto’s cross.

Serie A top scorer Martinez
doubled the lead just two min-
utes later as he scored his 20th

league goal of the season, curling
a superb long-range shot from
Augusto’s second assist of the
night.

The Argentina international
became only the third player to
score at least 20 goals in three
consecutive Italian league sea-
sons after Giuseppe Meazza and
Stefano Nyers.

“We approach every game
the same way, sometimes it
works from the start and some-
times it gets tougher,” Martinez
told Sky Sport Italia. “We always
try to press high, recover the ball
quickly and score lots of goals.”

“We always have our destiny
in our hands, we worked so hard
on gaining maturity, and now we
step onto the field aware of our
own strength, eager to show it in
every game.”

Dumfries made it 3-0 in the
40th minute, pouncing on a re-
bound from goalkeeper
Guillermo Ochoa, while substi-
tute Arnautovic’s tap-in sealed
the rout in the final seconds of
the game.

Inter next host Atletico
Madrid in the first leg of their
Champions League last-16 tie on
Tuesday.

Torn ACL rules Aston
Villa’s Kamara out 
for rest of the season 

Al Shabab’s Ivan Rakitic in action against Damac Inter Milan’s Marko Arnautovic (R) celebrates after scoring against

Salernitana on Friday

Seoul, South Korea - The Korea
Football Association (KFA) said
on Friday it had sacked national
team coach Juergen Klinsmann
after their semi-final exit at the
Asian Cup and amid criticism of
his leadership.

The National Team Commit-
tee, a KFA advisory body, had
recommended the sacking of
Klinsmann on Thursday, with
KFA Technical Director
Hwangbo Kwan saying there
were “various reasons” to doubt

his ability to exercise leadership
over the team. South Korea’s exit
from the Asian Cup following a

2-0 loss to Jordan in the semi-fi-
nals this month, which extended
their 64-year wait for a third title,
led to calls from fans for the 59-
year-old’s dismissal.

KFA President Chung Mong-
gyu said Klinsmann’s tenure fell
short of expectations. “Coach
Klinsmann failed to demonstrate
leadership that we expected
from the national team coach, in-
cluding game management,
player management and work
attitude...”

Boubacar Kamara

Juergen Klinsmann

South Korea sack Klinsmann after Asian Cup exit 

Rakitic scores winner
on Al Shabab debut

Former world-class player, 
from a coaching family as
well which helps a little, 
he was like a coach already
when he was playing 
JURGEN KLOPP



Christchurch, New Zealand -
Fast bowler Kyle Jamieson has
been ruled out for the rest of the
season after scans revealed a
stress fracture in his back, New
Zealand Cricket announced on
Saturday.

The 29-year-old is not ex-

pected to play again until next
summer, meaning he will miss
New Zealand’s two-test series
against Australia when it starts
later this month.

“The last few days have been
some of my most challenging
but I am hugely grateful for the

support I’ve received from my
partner, family, teammates, sup-
port staff and medical profes-
sionals,” said Jamieson.

“I know injuries are part of life
as a cricketer and at my age I am
hopeful I still have many more
playing days ahead of me.”

Jamieson had complained of
back pain after New Zealand’s
win over South Africa in their
first Test earlier this month and
did not feature in the second
Test.

The Black Caps won in
Hamilton by seven wickets on

Friday to complete a series vic-
tory.

Jamieson had surgery last
year to treat an injury in the
same location, but NZC say he
will only require “rest and reha-
bilitation to give the injury the
best chance to heal”.

Doha, Qatar - Third seed Elena
Rybakina is into the final of the
Qatar Open after a 6-2, 6-4 win
over Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova
in Friday’s semi-final and will
now meet world number one Iga
Swiatek in the decider.

Defending champion Swiatek
will be well rested as she bids to
win the tournament for a third
consecutive year, after she re-
ceived a walkover in her semi-
final when Karolina Pliskova
withdrew because of a lower
back injury.

Rybakina, with wins in Bris-
bane and Abu Dhabi already this
year, looked to be easing to vic-
tory before the unseeded Rus-
sian put in a brave finish, and will
now meet Swiatek in a final for
the first time.

After an even opening, Rybak-
ina served to love to make it 2-2
before going on to break the Rus-
sian’s serve twice in the first set.

The second set saw Rybakina
break serve straight away, and
after that, it looked a formality
despite Pavlyuchenkova having
six break points before Rybakina
rallied to hold serve to make it 3-
1 and followed up with another
break.

Rybakina served for the match
at 5-2, but Pavlyuchenkova was-

n’t beaten just yet and broke
serve for the first time to push
her opponent all the way, but Ry-
bakina held her nerve, and her
serve, to foil any chance of a
comeback.

Swiatek and Rybakina have

met on four occasions before
now, with Rybakina winning the
last three, which includes their
quarter-final last year in Rome
when the Pole retired through in-
jury with the match tied at one
set each and 2-2 in the third.

Top seed Swiatek will bid to
become the first player to win a
WTA event three straight times
since Serena Williams won the
Miami title from 2013-15, when
she goes up against Rybakina in
Saturday’s final.

Rajkot, India - Opener Yashasvi
Jaiswal smashed a rapid hundred
before retiring hurt as India
stretched their overall lead to 322
with eight wickets in hand to take
control of the third Test against
England on Saturday.

The hosts are left with 10 play-
ers for the rest of the match after
Ravichandran Ashwin withdrew
on Friday night due to a family
emergency.

Mohammed Siraj (4-84) and
Kuldeep Yadav (2-77) made up
for the off-spinner’s absence as
they combined to skittle out Eng-
land - who had started the day on
a solid 207-2 - for 319 in reply to
India’s first innings total of 445.

India finished day three on
196-2 but Jaiswal, struggling with
a back spasm, retired hurt after
his scintillating 104, which in-
cluded five sixes and nine fours.

Shubman Gill was batting on
65 with nightwatchman Kuldeep
on three at the other end.

“Since Ashwin is not available,
the responsibility was on other
bowlers to deliver,” Siraj said af-
terwards.

“Initially they went after us but
we waited for them to make mis-
takes and did not try anything ex-
traordinary.”

There was no inkling of Eng-

land’s batting meltdown when
they resumed play with eight
wickets left at the Saurashtra

Cricket Association Stadium.
For many it was Joe Root’s de-

batable reverse scoop when on

18 - attempted against India’s
premier bowler Jasprit Bumrah -
that shifted the momentum in the

hosts’ favour.
Root has not been in great

form in this series, and his lean
run continued as Jaiswal took the
tricky catch at second slip.

It was the ninth time in 21 Test
innings that Root has fallen to his
Indian nemesis.

Kuldeep bowled a terrific spell
that had not just the English bat-
ters but even India wicketkeeper
Dhruv Jurel guessing which way
the ball would turn.

The left-arm wrist spinner
trapped Jonny Bairstow lbw for a
duck and was pleasantly sur-
prised when his ordinary delivery
ended Duckett’s blistering 153,
which contained two sixes and
23 fours.

Spilled by Rohit in the slip be-
fore he completed 150, Duckett
slapped a half-tracker from
Kuldeep to Gill at cover.

England were pushed further
on to the back foot after the lunch
break when they lost two wickets
in two balls.

Skipper Ben Stokes (41) slog-
swept Ravindra Jadeja to Bum-
rah, while Ben Foakes (13) was
snapped up at mid-on by Rohit.

Siraj (4-84) went on to york
Rehan Ahmed and James Ander-
son as England gave up their last
five wickets for a paltry 20 runs.

Root dismissed Rohit for 19
when India came out to bat in
their second innings but Jaiswal
tore into the England attack to
swell India’s lead.

The left-hander brought up his
hundred with a four off Mark
Wood and then dropped his bat,
removed his gloves and stood in
the middle blowing kisses and
looking skywards in celebration.

Gill brought up his fifty soon
after that with a six off Wood as
India threatened to bat England
out of the contest.
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Jaiswal’s
attacking
hundred 
puts hosts 
in charge
against
England

De Minaur upsets Rublev in
Rotterdam quarterfinals

Rybakina meets Swiatek in Qatar Open final 

Jamieson ruled out for rest of season with stress fracture

Rotterdam, Netherlands - No. 5
seed Alex de Minaur of Australia
smashed 10 aces, saved five of
six break points and knocked out
No. 2 seed Andrey Rublev of
Russia 7-6 (5), 4-6, 6-3 in a
quarterfinal showdown at the
ABN AMRO Open on Friday in
Rotterdam, Netherlands.

While he committed twice as
many unforced errors as Rublev
(22 to 11), de Minaur still con-
trolled most aspects of the
match. Down 4-2 in the first-set
tiebreaker, he ran off four
straight points before winning his
second set point. In the third set,
he won 17 of 22 first-serve points
and saved all three break points
he faced. The Australian will play
No. 6 seed Grigor Dimitrov of
Bulgaria in the semifinals after
Dimitrov outlasted Kazakhstan’s
Alexander Shevchenko 7-6 (2),
3-6, 6-4.

Top-seeded Italian Jannik Sin-
ner won his 200th career tour-
level match when Canadian
opponent Milos Raonic retired
due to a right hip injury, down 7-
6 (4), 1-1. Sinner’s opponent will
be Dutchman Tallon Griekspoor,
a 7-5, 7-6 (4) victor over Fin-

land’s Emil Ruusuvuori.

Coria enters last four 
in Buenos Aires
In an all-Argentine quarterfinal
battle, Federico Coria upset No.
5 seed Sebastian Baez 6-1, 6-4 in
Buenos Aires.

Coria served three aces with-
out a double fault and converted
five of nine break-point chances
against Baez. His semifinal foe

will be countryman and wild card
Facundo Diaz Acosta, who beat
Serbia’s Dusan Lajovic 6-4, 6-3.

The other semifinal will see
No. 1 seed Carlos Alcaraz of
Spain face No. 3 seed Nicolas
Jarry of Chile. Alcaraz got past
Italian qualifier Andrea Vavassori
7-6 (1), 6-1, while Jarry advanced
after No. 6 seed Tomas Martin
Etcheverry of Argentina retired
with the score at one set apiece.

Tiafoe in semis 
No. 2 seed Frances Tiafoe eased
into the semifinals by beating
Italian lucky loser Flavio Cobolli
6-4, 6-2 in Florida.

While Cobolli amassed a 7-4
edge in aces and saved seven of
11 break points, Tiafoe was too
strong. He won not only 23 of 29
first-service points (79.3 per-
cent), but also 13 of 18 second-
service points (72.2 percent).
Tiafoe set up an all-American
semifinal showdown with No. 3
seed Tommy Paul, who beat
Australia’s Jordan Thompson 6-
4, 6-3. No. 1 seed Taylor Fritz de-
feated Australian Rinky Hijikata
6-3, 6-3, and Marcos Giron beat
Patrick Kypson 6-4, 6-4. 

Defending champion Iga Swiatek will meet Elena Rybakina in the final of Qatar Open

Alex de Minaur was in top form

against Andrey Rublev

Rajkot, India - India all-
rounder Ravichandran Ashwin
has withdrawn from the ongo-
ing third Test against England
due to a family emergency, the
Indian cricket board (BCCI)
said on Friday.

The Test in Rajkot, third in 
a series of five, concluded its
second day of play on Friday.

“Ravichandran Ashwin has
withdrawn from the Test
squad, effective immediately
due to a family medical emer-
gency,” the BCCI said in a
statement.

“The BCCI extends its
heartfelt support to (Ashwin)
and his family. The health and
well-being of the players and
their loved ones are of utmost
importance.”

BCCI vice president Rajeev
Shukla posted on X, formerly
Twitter: “Wishing speedy re-
covery of mother of @ashwin-
ravi99. He has to rush and
leave Rajkot Test to Chennai
to be with his mother.”

India will play the remain-
der of the match with 10 men
and four specialist bowlers as
the hosts will not be allowed
to replace Ashwin’s batting or
bowling, but will be permitted
a substitute fielder.

Ashwin claimed his 500th
Test wicket earlier on Friday,
becoming the second Indian
bowler after Anil Kumble to
reach the milestone.

He also scored 37 runs as
India put on a total of 445 in
the first innings.

Ashwin leaves
India Test squad
mid-match due to
family emergency

INDIA ON TOP

Ravichandran 
Ashwin has 
withdrawn from the
Test squad, effective
immediately due 
to a family 
medical 
emergency
BCCI 

Yashasvi Jaiswal (R) smashed a quickfire hundred before retiring hurt while Shubman Gill is unbeaten on 65 

Kyle Jamieson (R) with Tim Southee



14     MUSCAT DAILY       SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2024

SPORTS

London, England - Formula One
teams will go testing with some
trepidation in Bahrain next week
amid fears Red Bull may have
again stolen a march with an ag-
gressive evolution of the most
dominant car of all time.

The champions' launch of
their 2024 challenger, the RB20,
on Thursday will not have pro-
vided much comfort for rivals still
playing catch up from last season
when Red Bull won 21 of 22
races.

Red Bull's triple world cham-
pion Max Verstappen said his re-
action on seeing the first
drawings at the end of last sea-
son was "Wow, that's quite dif-
ferent".

The main focus concerned the
new-look Red Bull sidepods, now
with tall and slim vertical radiator
inlets that looked similar to those
attempted and abandoned by
former champions Mercedes last
season.

‘Absolutely exquisite’
Team principal Christian Horner
said the car was an evolution of
the RB19 but acknowledged it
was not conservative and con-
tained real innovation.

He said the changes were
driven by performance based on
simulation tools.

"You can see they've been

quite aggressive in certain areas
and still pushing the boundaries,
conscious that our opponents
are still going to be pushing very
hard," he said at the presenta-
tion.

"Some of the detail on the car
is absolutely exquisite."

Star designer Adrian Newey
said the team had made im-

provements to all areas -- me-
chanical, vehicle dynamics and
aerodynamics.

"Is that enough? Who knows.
That's the thing about Formula
One," he said.

"We know roughly what
we've done from the shakedown
at Silverstone, from what we can
tell it's behaved as we expect it

to but that's no guarantee of any-
thing. It could be that some other
team has made a bigger jump
than us.

"Last year's car really was a
total surprise in terms of its dom-
inance."

The fear is that Red Bull may
have moved to another level of
development while rivals, some
of whom have said openly that
they consider the champions to
be beatable, launched cars
clearly influenced by the RB19.

"I believe we've made some
good steps in the right direction
so it should be another great sea-
son for the team," said Red Bull's
Mexican Sergio Perez.

Teams have three days of
testing in Bahrain from Feb 21-23
before the opening race on
March 2.

"It's a bit like waiting for
Christmas. It is exciting," said
Mercedes technical director
James Allison of the pre-season
'phoney war' period and the un-
easy mix of anticipation and
trepidation.

"You want it to arrive, and you
want the days to fly by. You also
know that the Christmas Day
opening of those presents might
not bring you all the good fortune
you wish for.

"It’s not a relaxing time of
year, but it is very exhilarating."

Max Verstappen (L) and Sergio Perez with the new Red Bull car

Umea, Sweden - The Oman Rally
Team duo of Abdullah al Rawahi
and Ata al Hmmoud overcame
their lack of experience of winter
rallying conditions and the addi-
tional difficulties of heavy snow-
fall to make an impressive start
to their FIA Junior World Rally
Championship (JWRC) cam-
paign at Rally Sweden.

After Saturday morning’s
ninth of the event’s 18 special
stages at Vannas, the crew were
progressing well in their M-Sport
Poland Ford Fiesta Rally3 on the
opening round of the five-event
JWRC. They recovered strongly
from hitting a banking on SS7 on
Friday evening and incurring time
penalties that pushed them
down to 16th position by setting
the 12th quickest time.

Al Rawahi said: “It was tough
and so many changes with the
weather and the conditions. It
was pretty new to me and a new
challenge. We had a lot of mo-
ments and we lost so much time.
The good thing was that we did
all the stages until the last one
(Friday) when we hit a bank and
we broke the radiator. We had to
stop. Otherwise, I was happy
with the day.”

Co-driver Al Hmoud added:
“We stopped five kilometres
from the finish of the seventh
stage when we hit a snow bank.
It was a tough experience com-
ing to a WRC and starting with
Sweden. This was tough and
driving at night was also new to
Abdullah and for me as well.
Anyway, we hope to gain more
experience over the weekend.
The pace has been okay.”

Al Rawahi started strongly on

Thursday’s shakedown stage
and carded a couple of impres-
sive runs on a section of track
where he was able to adjust his
driving style to pushing hard be-
tween snow banks on studded
tyres. Even before the event had
begun in earnest, his Bolivian
rival Bruno Bulacia succumbed to
an accident. 

After finishing the opening
5.16km sprint stage in Umea on
Thursday evening in 16th posi-

tion, the real meat of the action
began on Friday morning with
the first of two passes through
the famous Brattby stage. Pre-
dictably, local driver Mikke Jo-
hansson used his local
knowledge to full effect and
posted the fastest time: Al
Rawahi was 14th and moved up
two places in the rankings.

Runs through the Noorby and
Floda specials completed the
morning’s loop and Al Rawahi
emerged unscathed from his first
ever snow action in the World
Rally Championship and re-
turned to the service park in
Umea in 14th position after post-
ing the ninth quickest JWRC
time in SS4. 

Abdullah al Rawahi in action at the FIA Junior World Rally Championship

in Sweden

Oman Rally Team’s
Al Rawahi forges
ahead after setback
in Rally Sweden

Muscat - Reigning International
Series Oman champion Takumi
Kanaya will return to Al Mouj
Golf to defend his title against a
stellar field from February 22.

Kanaya, who won by four
shots last season to claim his first
professional trophy outside of
Japan, faces a stiff challenge with
major winners, LIV Golf stars and
the cream of the Asian Tour set
to tee it up for the season opener
on The International Series, the
pathway series to the LIV Golf
League, sanctioned by the Asian
Tour.

The 25-year-old from Hi-
roshima, said: “In 2023, I lined up
against some of the best players
in the world and proved that I
could win. This year I want to do
exactly the same. Defending my
title will not be easy against this
strong field, but I know I have
what it takes on a truly challeng-

ing course.”
The Japanese star’s senti-

ments on the course were
echoed by his peers on the Asian
Tour as they voted the venue, Al
Mouj Golf, the Players’ Choice
Course of the Year for 2023. His
victory also meant he became

the first player from the Land of
the Rising Sun to win an Interna-
tional Series event.

Joaquin Niemann could well
be one of Kanaya’s biggest chal-
lengers after shooting an incred-
ible round of 59 on his way to
victory at LIV Golf Mayakoba

earlier this month. The Torque
GC captain finished T5 last year
at International Series Oman.

A number of other players on
the LIV Golf roster will be looking
for a big performance in Oman,
in preparation for LIV Golf Jed-
dah the following week.   

The Fireballs GC duo of Euge-
nio Chacarra and David Puig
both know that winning feeling
on The International Series, hav-
ing triumphed in Scotland and
Singapore respectively last sea-
son, while RangeGoats GC big
hitters Matthew Wolff and Peter
Uihlein will also feature.  

The cream of the Asian Tour
will also provide a stern test, with
global golfing talent including
Australia’s Wade Ormsby, Ben
Campbell of New Zealand, and
India’s Gaganjeet Bhullar. All
three won on The International
Series last season.

The US$2 million event is the
first opportunity for the field to
earn points on the season-long
race for the top of the rankings
and a coveted spot on the LIV
Golf League.

For the past two seasons, the
leader of The International Series
rankings has secured a place on
the LIV Golf roster, with Scott
Vincent joining Iron Heads GC in
2023 and Andy Ogletree claim-
ing a place on the HyFlyers GC
for this season.

Vincent’s younger brother
Kieran also won one of three
golden tickets at the LIV Golf
Promotions event in December,
an innovative qualifying tourna-
ment where over 30 places were
available to players on The Inter-
national Series. 

International Series Oman is
the first of 10 elevated events on
the Asian Tour.

Kanaya to defend International Series Oman title

Rivals fear
another
dominant
season as Red
Bull unveils
new car
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Muscat Daily offers a variety of classified listings for individuals
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tion Wanted or Available, Sale of Household Items, Cars for Sale
or Wanted,Matrimonial Alliances, etc Please email your listing

to dailyclassifieds@apexmedia.co.om or call: 99104346

CLASSIFIED LISTINGS

SITUATION WANTED

A female project co-ordinator
and research assistant with 15
years experience in training, re-
cruitment, administration, and
finance; work experience with

UN-FAO; Exe, with MBA, MSc in
Sustainablity, MA in English, is-
looking for a full-time job.
Contact: +968-98260708
email: meena.v24@gmail.com

SEND YOUR 
REQUEST FOR

Birthday/Anniversary wishes to wish@apexmedia.co.om 
with your resident card copy (It’s free of cost)

Takumi Kanaya

It was tough
and so many
changes with
the weather
and the 
conditions. 
It was pretty
new to me
ABDULLAH AL RAWAHI



A
tall tale of a horse named Varvar
is the link between two historic
political opponents explored in
Kirill Savchenkov’s ethereal
sculptures. Tsar Alexander II was
assassinated in a carriage bomb-

ing in 1881, and carried away by Varvar. 
According to the 36-year-old Russian artist and

myth-maker, that horse was also the means of es-
cape from political prison for the influential, anti-
imperial theoretician Peter Kropotkin, who rode
Varvar to freedom a few years earlier in 1876.

With floor-to-ceiling silhouette-string sculp-
tures made out of horsehair and other materials,
Savchenkov threads along the stories of these
men and other 19th and 20th-century revolution-
aries, in the moving exhibition, ‘The Stranded
Horse and The Riderless Night’, on view at Galerie
Allen in Paris until February 24.

Pin-pricked and laced together with weaver
bird-like precision, these bouquet sculptures are
made of found cicada wings, leaf skeletons, dried
flowers, and shriveled, charred matches, along
with burnt “tears of plastic,” and miniature silicone
mask-portraits. Their web-thin parts flicker in and
out of view, ready to float away, as easily as a
shifting, forgotten memory. The installation is ac-
companied by a soundtrack that combines the
sounds of a horse breathing and a violin being
played with a horsehair bow (a double reference
to the violin signal used for Kropotkin’s prison
break).

It is impossible not to see a connection be-
tween Savchenkov’s escapist meditations and his
own story. He withdrew from Russia’s pavilion
planned for the 59th Venice Biennale in 2022, to
protest the invasion of Ukraine beginning on
February 24 that year.

On February 27, he posted on Instagram –
‘There is no place for art when civilians are dying
under the fire of missiles, when citizens of Ukraine
are hiding in shelters when Russian protesters are
getting silenced.’ Curator Raimundas Malasa-
uskas, who wrote the Galerie Allen exhibit text,
was also part of the pavilion artistic team who
withdrew.

Around the same time, Savchenkov left Russia,
his wife joined him soon after, and they made their
way to France, thanks to a series of coincidences
and chance meetings. Savchenkov doesn’t like to
dramatise his situation, preferring to call himself
an ‘immigrant for political reasons’, rather than an
exile, because he is not under the kind of direct
threat that Russian President Vladimir Putin’s po-
litical opponents face.

In fact, Savchenkov doesn’t actually know what
kind of danger he may be in, which the artist ar-
gues is precisely how the Russian government ex-
ercises control. It’s a concept the artist explores
in his practice around ‘hidden political narratives’,
and what he describes as ‘a new form of informal
dictatorship’ (which Savchenkov points out is not
limited to Russia).

“My artistic practice focuses on a specific kind

of political regime, which uses your emotions and
uncertainty about social life,” he says, and explains
that doubts about factual information and fake
news are used as currency to control society.

Savchenkov is now living out the historic tradi-
tion of immigrant artists coming to Paris, often as
political refugees - though he says he is not a
refugee. He must remain demure, however, about
mentioning artists in his circle out of concern for
their safety. “It’s one of the results of this manip-
ulation,” he said. “You don’t know if you’ll be ar-
rested if you go back to Russia.”

Savchenkov uses varied mediums to suggest
how we can perceive one thing, only to notice it is
in the process of becoming something else, not
unlike those hidden political narratives mentioned.
Some works, for instance, include small, burned
bits of plastic he calls ‘shapeshifting’, which look
like insect waste or cocoons and are a reminder of
the burned plastic remains of street protests and
riots. “I try to find pinpoints,” that mark social ex-
periences, he said, as well as where those points
of contact tip into new forms.

Savchenkov’s past performances and sculp-
tures have been shown in Le Commun, Geneva,
the Garage Museum of Contemporary Art,
Moscow, and the 12th Gwangju Biennale, to name
a few. But his previous work tended to be more

massive than these recent, lighter pieces, made
last year during a local artist residency run by Art
Explora and before that, at the Cité des Arts. One
reason is that their storage is a lot easier while on
the move.

Though he feels a responsibility to address
Russian politics and the invasion of Ukraine,
Savchenkov stresses that his work has a more uni-
versal message in mind. “It’s a question of how we
can struggle against dictatorship – not only Rus-
sian - and how we can understand our possibilities
and our agency.”

The Russian revolutionary Vera Figner (1852 –
1942), is an example. In one sculpture dedicated
to her ‘wordless diary’, called Essay D: Vera’s
Herbarium (2023), the artist draws inspiration
from her collection of plants while imprisoned in
Russia’s Shlisselburg Fortress. 

Savchenkov threaded a silicone portrait of
Figner into the piece, modelled from photographs
of the revolutionary, who was also among the
group who plotted Tsar Alexander II’s assassina-
tion. Like him, she eventually left Russia and set-
tled in Paris.

“There are different kinds of agency,”
Savchenkov said and pointed to Figner’s herbar-
ium. “Your very existence, also, can be part of your
agency.”
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RUSSIAN ARTIST 
KIRILL SAVCHENKOV
REEMERGES WITH
ETHEREAL SCULPTURES 
IN PARIS

My artistic practice focuses on a specific 
kind of political regime, which uses your 
emotions and uncertainty about social life
KIRILL SAVCHENKOV

Essay B: Escape (2023) 

Essay D: Vera’s

Herbarium (2023) 

13th March 1881: Tsar Alexander II travelling in a horse-drawn carriage at St Petersburg moments before he was mortally wounded 
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Now open in Chicago, Imagine Exhibitions’
‘Titanic: The Exhibition’ promises to take vis-
itors on quite the voyage.

The show unfolds a journey through the design,
creation, launch, and ill-fated sinking of the luxury
cruise ship - then the largest in the world. The dra-
matic narrative will be told through more than 300
artefacts and interactive elements.

The show stretches between 10,000 and
20,000sqft and has had sold-out runs in Macau,
Moscow, Riga, Perth, Sydney, and LA. It follows
Imagine Exhibitions’ other offerings such as ‘Harry
Potter: The Exhibition’, ‘Angry Birds Universe’, and
‘Downton Abbey: The Exhibition’.

The RMS Titanic, made by the Belfast-based
shipbuilders Harland and Wolff, set off on its
maiden voyage from Southampton on April 10, 1912,
and infamously sank around 400 nautical miles
away from its final destination of New York in the

early hours of April 15. Of the ship’s 2,200 passen-
gers and crew members, 1,517 died in the maritime
accident. The last survivor of the Titanic, Eliza
Gladys Dean, died in 2009 - she was the youngest
passenger aboard in 1912, aged just two months.

In 1997, James Cameron directed the movie 
Titanic, starring Leonardo DiCaprio and Kate Wins-
let as fictional lovers aboard the doomed vessel. The
film was the first to reach an initial worldwide gross
of over US$1bn. Imagine Exhibitions’s show includes
several items from the blockbuster’s set.

As part of its interactive experience, visitors en-
tering the show will first receive a boarding pass
corresponding with a passenger on the ship. The or-
ganisers say, this system will allow the visitors to
relate to the individual story of their passenger.
Other immersive elements include music from the
era, the use of VR headsets, and the opportunity to
view historically accurate recreations of the ship’s
interiors and promenade deck. 

Artefacts included in the exhibition are said to tell
the latest details of her sinking and discovery and

include personal effects of those aboard the ship.
The show’s Discovery Gallery features a raised

glass floor, mimicking the bottom of the ocean as
part of a recreation of the Titanic’s wreck site, which
lies at 12,500 feet below sea level. This is accompa-
nied by a film narrated by Cameron who has visited
the Titanic wreckage on more than 30 occasions.

Tom Zaller, the president and CEO of Imagine
Exhibitions, also went on a dive mission to the wreck
site in the late 1990s. “Since that firsthand experi-
ence, I’ve presented hundreds of exhibitions about
the ship, her people, and her stories,” he said.

Zaller explained that the continued public fasci-
nation with the Titanic is because “it’s every man’s
story - the story of hopes and dreams,” and that this
exhibition is “designed to immerse the visitor in the
history of the Titanic in a new way, with incredible
media experiences and recreated environments
that bring the story to life.”

‘TITANIC: THE EXHIBITION’ IS ON VIEW 
AT WESTFIELD OLD ORCHARD, SKOKIE, IN 

CHICAGO (US) FROM FEBRUARY 16




