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IRAN VISIT TO PROPEL TIES

Our Correspondent
Muscat

His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik will head to Iran today,
beginning a new chapter in bilat-
eral ties between the Sultanate
of Oman and the Islamic Repub-
lic.

Over the past 50 years, the
two countries have shared
deep-rooted historical relations
that have been further strength-
ened through joint cooperation.

During his visit, His Majesty
the Sultan will meet President
Dr Ebrahim Raisi to discuss var-
jous regional and international
issues of mutual interest. These
discussions aim to foster an ex-
change of views and enhance
cooperation between the two
nations at both political and
economic levels.

His Majesty's official visit
reaffirms the advanced relations
between Oman and Iran built on
a foundation of mutual respect
and good neighbourliness.

The two countries are ac-
tively seeking to maximise ties,
particularly economic diversifi-
cation and investment opportu-
nities. Notably, trade exchange
between Oman and Iran grew
27.9 per cent in the last two
years, totalling RO320.8mn at
the end of 2022.

Jamal Razaghi, head of Iran-
ian-Omani Business Council, is
hopeful of His Majesty the Sul-
tan's historic visit paving the
way for increased economic,
commercial, scientific and med-
ical cooperation between the
two nations. He said that Iran is
keen to raise the volume of
trade exchange with Oman to
US$5bn. “This goal is within
reach as the opportunities of
trade exchange between Iran
and Oman are huge. Iran does
not look at the sultanate as only
an economic market, but also as
a strategic and vital partner.”

According to Raed bin Mo-
hammed al Shehhi, a business-

man from Musandam, the visit
will boost potential for coopera-
tion and project development.
The community and busi-
nessmen in Musandam eagerly

JAMAL RAZAGHI

anticipate commencement of
ferry services between Port of
Khasab and Iran's Hormozgan
governorate, Shehhi added.
“These services, once opera-

tional, will facilitate the move-
ment of travellers and tourists,
followed by activation of sea
lines for the transportation of
goods under the Ashgabat

RAED AL SHEHHI

Agreement. Such developments
are expected to significantly in-
crease the volume of trade and
investment exchange between
the two countries.”

‘Oman-Iran relations
set for new heights’

Our Correspondent
Muscat

His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik's visit to Tehran and his
meeting with the supreme lead-
ership of Iran will foster an un-
precedented level of partnership
and cooperation between the
two  nations, Ali  Najafi
Khoshroudi, Ambassador of Iran
to Oman, has stated.
Highlighting the historical and
distinguished relations between
Oman and Iran, the ambassador
emphasised the ongoing coordi-
nation and consultation on vari-
ous regional and international
issues. “Additionally, both coun-
tries engage in fruitful discussions
on economic and political mat-
ters that serve the best interests
of their respective peoples.”
Khoshroudi praised the con-
certed efforts made to enhance
air and sea connectivity between
Oman and Iran. “These improve-
ments are expected to have a sig-
nificant impact on boosting trade
and economic exchange between

Ali Najafi Khoshroudi

Tehran and Muscat.”

The ambassador also ac-
knowledged the positive effects
of exempting citizens of both na-
tions of travel visa requirements.
“This policy has not only facili-
tated tourism but also led to an
increase in the number of daily
flights connecting Iran and
Oman, further enhancing trade
relations.”

He reiterated that Oman has a
special place in Iran's foreign pol-
icy, as the Islamic Republic's
supreme leadership always lauds
the sultanate’s balanced and in-
fluential role in the region and
globally.

Recent data released by
the National Centre for Statis-
tics and Information shows
Oman's total exports to Iran in
2022 amounted to
RO207.4mn. Key exports from
Oman to Iran include mac-
hinery, heat treatment equip-
ment, methacrylate products,
diesel engine lubricants, optical

tools, medical examination
equipment, and electrical
equipment.

Conversely, the total imports
from Iran in 2022 amounted to
ROM3.4mn, comprising live-
stock, semi-finished iron and
steel products, petroleum tar,
fruits and shrimp.

The trade balance between
Oman and Iran has favoured the
sultanate in recent years, reach-
ing RO53.3mn in 2021 and RO
94mn in 2022, as per available
data.

The Ministry of Commerce,
Industry and Investment Pro-
motion reported that by the end
of 2022, there were over 1,800
companies with Iranian invest-
ments in Oman, contributing a
total of RO196.6mn. These sta-
tistics highlight Iran's promi-
nence as the third-ranked
country in terms of commercial
registrations in Oman, with
4,496 registrations at the end of
2022.

Sultanate mediates exchange of
detainees between Iran, Belgium

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman has mediated an exchange
of detainees between Iran and
Belgium reaching an amicable so-
lution in a ‘positive spirit’, the For-
eign Ministry stated on Friday.

In a statement, the Foreign
Ministry said that the exchange
was done ‘in compliance with the
directives of His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik to fulfil the re-
quests of the Iranian and Belgian
governments to assist in resolv-
ing the issue of detained citizens
in both countries'.

It further added, ‘The Omani
efforts have resulted in an agree-

King Philippe thanks His Majesty

Muscat - His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik received a phone
call from King Philippe Léopold Louis Marie of Belgium on Satur-
day who expressed his gratitude and appreciation for the efforts
exerted by the sultanate in mediating the release of Belgian de-

tainees from Iran.

They also reviewed the strong bilateral relations between the
two friendly countries, and ways of enhancing and develop these

in all fields.

ment between the two sides for a
mutual exchange deal.’

The individuals who were re-
leased were transported from
Tehran and Brussels to Muscat
on Friday in preparation of their

return to their respective coun-
tries.

‘The Sultanate of Oman ap-
preciates the positive high-level
spirit that prevailed during the
discussions in Muscat between

the Iranian and Belgian sides, and
their commitment to resolve this
humanitarian issue.’

Appreciating Oman's role, Dr
Hossein Amir Abdollahian, Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs of Iran,
spoke to Sayyid Badr al Busaidi,
Foreign Minister, on phone late
on Friday thanking the sultanate
for mediating a settlement be-
tween Iran and Belgium.

Jasem Mohamed al Budaiwi,
Secretary-General of GCC,
praised Oman's role in settling
the issue, stressing the role of
long-standing Omani diplomacy
in resolving outstanding regional
and international issues.

See also

'Music transforms
the inner being’

WHO approves Oman's IPC strategy

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Member states at the 76th Wor-
Id Health Assembly (WHA) tak-
ing place in Geneva, Switzerland,
from May 21 to 30, have ratified
a draft global strategy on infec-
tion prevention and control (IPC)
submitted by the sultanate to the
World Health Organization.
Member states and WHO
praised the efforts of Oman in
seeking and working on this im-

portant global strategy, empha-
sising its importance especially in
light of the gaps and shortcom-
ings that the world witnessed
while handling the COVID-19
pandemic and earlier epidemics.

The 75th World Health As-
sembly (WHA75) in May 2022
unanimously adopted a resolu-
tion calling for the development
of a global strategy on IPC. The
resolution was proposed by the
sultanate with co-sponsorship of
Bosnia and Herzegovina,

Botswana, Colombia, Jordan,
Kenya, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon,
Norway, Philippines, Qatar,

United Arab Emirates, United
States of America and Vanuatu.
In accordance with a resolu-
tion of WHA75, the draft global
strategy was made available for
the consideration of the Execu-
tive Board at its 152nd meeting.
Following consultations with
member states, the draft was up-
dated on May 20, 2023.
Continued on

Tender
Number

Tender Announcement

Last date
of buying

6/2023/PEIE
/HQ-6

Consultancy Services for

11-06-2023|§{06-07-2023
Requirements for Sewage
Treatment Plant (STP) in
Knowledge Oasis Muscat
(KOM), Sultanate of Oman.

Assessment of the
Current Situation and

J—ilan
madayn

The Public Establishment for Industrial Estates (Madayn)
announces the following Tender:

Date of Type of
submission work

c

i

Consultancy

7/2023/PEIE
/HQ-7

Consultancy Services for
Detailed Design and
Construction Supervision
for Industrial Complex
(Plug and Play) in Nizwa
Industrial City.

Consultancy

| 11-06-2023 [J|06-07-2023

Submission will be online only.

Interested Companies registered with Tender Board may obtain the Tender documents from the E-Tendering website:
https:/etendering.tenderboard.gov.om against non-refundable payment as mentioned above for each set of document.
Tenders should be submitted on line on given website.
1. Tender Inquiry: All correspondence pertaining to the TENDER Inquiry must be online at €Tendering System.

2. eTendering System Inquiry: All correspondence pertaining to the eTendering System technical support must be directed
to the following helpdesk email address and phone number: etenderhd@mtcit.gov.om and +968 24402200 Note: Bid

No Document can be accepted as Manual except Original Tender Bond. Scan Copy of Tender Bond needs to be attached
in system and original needs to be deposited before Bid Opening.
Madayn is not bound to accept the lowest or any other Offer and has the right to cancel these tenders and the tenderers
have no right to claim for any compensations.
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Omantel has penned multiple
signings and MoU'’s with
government and large corporates
portfolio at COMEX 2023

MoU - ETCO

OMANTEL OFFERS
THE LATEST
TECHNOLOGY
SOLUTIONS AND
INNOVATIVE
SERVICES FOR
TECHNOLOGY.

Muscat - Omantel, the leading provider
of integrated telecommunication serv-
ices in the Sultanate of Oman, has
signed memoranda of understanding
and contracts with several government
and private institutions as part of its
participation in COMEX 2023 in its
32nd edition. This is aimed at offering
a range of various digital solutions and
technological advancements to these
establishments, enhancing their digital
transformation efforts, and leveraging
from the services and solutions offered
by Omantel in digitization and informa-
tion technology.

Omantel has signed MoU's with, H.E
Sheikh Hilal bin Said Al Hajri, Governor
Al Dakhiliyah Governorate, Mo-
hammed Al Naseeb, Chief Operating
Officer at Oman LNG, Abdul Aziz Jaa-
far, Chief Executive Officer at ETCO,
Anson Kim, Chief Executive Officer at
Hutchison Sohar ports, Abdullah Al
Badi, Chief Executive Officer at Ta-
doom, in addition to Cook Wang, Sen-
jior Vice President at Hytera on the
side-lines of the 32nd edition of
COMEX Oman.

The signings come as part of the
company's strategy to support institu-
tions in both the public and private sec-
tors in their aspirations and directions
towards digital transformation. The
main aim is to utilize the available mod-
ern technological advancements, such
as artificial intelligence, the Internet of
Things, smart cities, and other innova-
tive technologies and solutions pro-
vided by Omantel.

In pursuit of achieving this direction
and the goals of the digital transforma-
tion journey, Omantel has signed an
MoU with Ad Dakhiliyah  Gover-
norate, which includes cooperation in
the field of telecommunications and ex-

Signing agreement - Oman International Container Terminal - Port of Khasab

Signing agreement - Tadoom

change of expertise in various sectors.
This includes supporting and imple-
menting the digital transformation pro-
gram in the governorate, in addition to
a recently assigned contract for up-
grading the infrastructure, which was
awarded to Omantel.
Furthermore, Omantel has signed an
agreement with Oman International
Container Terminal for the 1st of its
kind, real time solution by implement-
ing 5G enabled Smart Surveillance sys-
tem in Port of Khasab.

Moreover, Omantel has signed an
MoU with Oman LNG Company, aim-
ing to accelerate the digital transforma-
tion process dedicated to the oil and
gas sector. These solutions are unique
and of great importance. Furthermore,
Omantel has also signed an MoU with
the emerging global technology com-
pany ETCO, enabling Omantel to keep
pace with the new global trend in using
satellite imagery and analytics. This po-

sitions Omantel among the pioneering
companies and first movers in the GCC
region that implement this technology.
The fifth signed agreement was with
Tadoom, to expand the state-of-the-art
loT (Internet of things) network system
through LoRaWAN, that enables large
scale loT rollouts and serves as a ro-
bust communication infrastructure.
This is to support smart city projects in
the different areas across Sultanate of
Oman. Concluding the signings cere-
monies in COMEX, Omantel has
signed an MoU to sign with Hytera
communications, to provide the push-
to-talk service. The service includes fa-
cilitating immediate communication
between employees, by sending audio,
video, or multi-media messages.
Speaking of the agreements, Oman-
tel CEO Talal Al Mamari said: “Oman-
tel has been a major driving force
behind the digital transformation of
some of the biggest institutions in the

MoU - Al Dakhiliya Governorate

MoU - Oman LNG

TALAL AL MAMARI, OMANTEL CEO

Sultanate of Oman. It is only fitting that
more of the government key agencies
and private sector companies engaged
in the sustainable development of
Oman turn to us to achieve rapid digital
transformation. These agreements re-
flect the growing confidence of the in-
stitutions in relying on Omantel for
their digital transformation and con-
nectivity needs.”

“Signing these key contracts at
COMEX is significant as this event
supports Oman's Vision 2040 that en-
courages a transition to a knowledge-
rich, ICT-friendly economy and
society. It also drives home the point
that Omantel leaves no stone unturned
to offer government agencies and pri-
vate sector companies best-of-breed
technologies to achieve full digital
transformation.” Al Mamari added.

H.E Sheikh Hilal bin Said Al Hajri,
Governor of Al Dakhiliya Governorate
said: “As a Governorate that is working

hard to preserve its rich historical, ar-
chaeological, and trading importance,
Al Dakhiliya is delighted to engage
Omantel as our partner in our digital
transformation, which covers many as-
pects including the full revamp of IP te-
lephony. Omantel has proved to be a
master in enabling organisations to
achieve digital transformation goals in
record time, by harnessing best-of-
breed technologies.”

Oman LNG COO Mohammad Al
Naseeb said: “We have strong confi-
dence in Omantel's competence in en-
abling digital transformation. This
five-year contract comes on the heels
of our existing contracts with Omantel
that embrace Anti-flare CCTV's,
drones, and 5G based ICT solutions.
As a company producing and selling
Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) and its
by-product, Natural Gas Liquids,
Oman LNG looks forward to leveraging
Omantel's cutting-edge solutions to

help us transform our processes
through digitalisation.”

In his turn, Mr. Anacin Kum, CEO of
Oman International Container Termi-
nal " to ensure the safety and security
of cargo, tourists, and port users at
Port of Khasab, the installation of se-
curity surveillance system became a
top  priority. In  collaboration
with Omantel and Huawei, we are now
set to deploy the system with 5G con-
nectivity in the Port of Khasab which
formed key part of the ISPS compli-
ance. This pioneering endeavor marks
the first commercial deployment of 5G
surveillance in the Port Management
in the Sultanate of Oman. We are con-
fident that we can proactively address
security concerns and improve effi-
ciency for all stakeholders”

CEO of ETCO Abdul Aziz Jaafar
said: “"ETCO has been blazing a new
trail in the field of space science and
technology. We are very excited to
sign this contract with Omantel to
boost our space imagery analysis pro-
gram. We are confident that Oman-
tel's proven expertise will help us move
to the next level as we pursue our mis-
sion of developing and operating
world-class space-related technolo-
gies to make a positive impact in
Omani and international science com-
munities.”

Abdullah Al-Badi, Chief Executive
Officer of Tadoom said:"” We are proud
to carrying on the achievement of
bringing the paradigm shift in trans-
forming the loT industry in the Sul-
tanate of Oman and expand the
network to cater to 1 million plus end
notes. Our focus on best service deliv-
ery and customer centric solutions will
make all the loT users reap the benefits
of the technology”.

Omantel is the Sultanate's first and
leading integrated telecommunica-
tions services provider, enabling the
digital society to flourish, allowing new
ways of doing business and delivering
a world of information, news, and en-
tertainment. While striving to ensure
an optimum customer satisfaction,
Omantel plays a key social role to pro-
vide the required support and assistant
to all sectors amongst the Omani
society.
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CPA launches e-guide on prohibited goods

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Consumer Protection Au-
thority (CPA) launched an elec-
tronic guide on Thursday to
spread awareness of the danger
of using or keeping prohibited
goods among both consumers
and service providers.

An official at CPA affirmed
the authority’'s commitment to
creating a secure consumer
market, free from hazardous
products that could jeopardise
health, safety, and overall well-
being.

“The authority remains vigi-
lant in monitoring market activ-
ities and takes necessary
actions to regulate the sale, cir-
culation, and purchase of vari-
ous commodities.”

In its pursuit of consumer
safety, the authority has banned
several goods after conducting
thorough market research.
Testing of samples collected
from markets confirmed their
harmful effects on health.

Prohibited goods and prohib-
ited substances fall under dif-

ferent categories.

“Prohibited goods are those
banned due to defects or viola-
tions of approved specifications
and standards, while prohibited
substances are those prohibited
from circulation due to specific
provisions in other laws, such as
narcotic substances, counterfeit
currencies, and certain breeds
of ferocious animals,” the offi-
cial explained.

The newly launched online
guide seeks to enhance suppli-
ers' understanding of prohibited
goods, the corresponding regu-
lations, and the penalties for
non-compliance.

“It aims to familiarise con-
sumers with prohibited items,
highlighting their potential dan-
gers and encouraging them to
fulfill their national duty by re-
porting any associated prac-

tices.”

These efforts are instrumen-
tal in creating a stable and se-
cure marketplace for all
stakeholders, the official added.

On prohibited goods, the of-
ficial said, they comprise a wide
range of industrial, agricultural,
animal, and processed prod-
ucts, including raw materials,
components, and semi-finished
goods.

“Although the definition of
prohibited goods is vast, the
Consumer Protection Law de-
scribes them as products with
defects or those failing to meet
the specified standards relating
to their primary elements, ma-
terials, and components.”

The reason for banning
goods, the official said involves
violations of approved specifi-
cations and standards, potential

harm to human health, and vio-
lations of Islamic customs, tra-
ditions, and values.

The official emphasised that
individuals, who violate the pro-
visions of the Consumer Protec-
tion Law and
regulations, may face imprison-
ment for a maximum period of
one year, coupled with an ad-
ministrative fine not exceeding
R0O2,000.

its executive

WHO approves
global strategy
on |IPC

Continued from

The resolution included 13 calls to
member states to improve IPC at
the national, sub-national and fa-
cility levels, in line with WHO-
recommended core components
for IPC programmes.

It also requested the Director-
General to develop a global strat-
egy on IPC (GSIPC), a global
action plan, and a monitoring
framework in consultation with
member states and regional eco-
nomic integration organisations.

The draft GSIPC was country-
and stakeholder-driven, with
focus on IPC in any setting where
healthcare is delivered across the
continuum of the health system.

Furthermore, the guiding prin-
ciples underpinning the draft
GSIPCincluded a people-centred
approach that emphasised health
workers' protection and patient
safety and compassion, while
also highlighting the central role
of IPC in combating antimicrobial
resistance and in outbreak pre-
paredness, readiness and re-
sponse.

OHRC leads team for training
programme in The Hague

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Oman Human Rights Com-
mission (OHRC) and a number
of civil society organisations took
part in a five-day introductory
training programme on human
rights in The Hague, a city on the
North Sea coast of the western
Netherlands, in collaboration
with the Embassy of the Nether-
lands in Oman.

Through this programme,
human right experts shared the
experience of the Netherlands
both at the national and interna-
tional levels.

The participants exchanged
experiences with the experts
from the Netherlands Institute
for Human Rights and learnt
about the best practices of na-

tional institutions in the host
country through collaborations
with civil society organisations.
Participants also had the op-
portunity to understand the
mechanism  for integrating
human rights concepts into the
functioning of law enforcement

agencies. The programme
opened a window for the experts
from the two countries to iden-
tify future areas of cooperation
and knowledge exchange proj-
ects between organisations in
the Netherlands and OHRC in re-
lation to rights of children, and ju-

venile prison inmates through
field visits.

This programme falls within
the OHRC's ongoing efforts to
strengthen its external role and
benefit from the experiences of
friendly countries in developing
its work and responsibilities in
society, in addition to strength-
ening partnerships with commu-
nity institutions in assuming
responsibility and promoting
joint action.

The participants of the pro-
gramme included members of
different committees and gov-
ernment employees, besides the
representatives from the Omani
Journalists Association, the Gen-
eral Federation of Oman Work-
ers, the Children  First
Association, and the Association
of Children with Disabilities.

TENDER
NOTICE

The Internal Tender Committee of Emdad Logistics Company SAOC., hereby announces the following Tenders:

Tender No. Description Last Date of Date of Suppliers | Tender Fee Place of
receiving Submission OMR Submission
Specifications (Inclusive of
VAT 5%)
) Emdad
Supply of Diesel and 55/- OMR 1da
ITC/E/003/2023 | Jet A1 Aviation Fuel, on 04%%%"6 19%%% Specialized Non ég%';g?y
i Compani Refundable ,
need Basis.Dugm ompanies 3rd floor
A- Purchase of Modified
Shipping Containers
Urban Complex - 80 Emdad
\ 250/- OMR 1dd
mCEI00si2023| T O Or 40N O | 19hnoune | Specalzed | Non ('fgr%'zgf];
20 i \
B- Annual Maintenance Companies | Refundable ard floor
for 03 years of the Mod-
ified Shipping Contain-
ers Urban Complex
Emdad
01st June 8th June L Logistics
RFQI003/2023 |  Supply of Workshop Specialized Free g
Q Tools and tackles 2023 2023 Cgmpanies r Company,
3rd floor

Payment Information:

Taking into consideration the following:
All specialized companies that wish to participate in the tender must deposit the tender amount into the bank account
of the Company (details of the bank account are set out hereunder) and submit the original payment receipt of the
tender along with a copy of the Commercial Registration Certificate and the contact details of the authorized
individual (business card) to the address presented below:

From 07:00 - 15:30 (Sunday - Thursday).

Bank Transfer:
Account Name Emdad Logistics Co SAOC
Account Number 018020025780

Bank Name Sohar International Bank SAOG
Branch Al Khoudh Branch
Bank ID Code BSHROMRUXXX

bidder details.

shall not be considered.

reasons.

T: +968 25468666

Complete Tender documents should be submitted in sealed envelope with red wax with tender number and title and
addressed to the “Chairman of Internal Tender Committee”. The envelope should not make any reference to the

All applicants are required to submit the Tender in the Tender box in the main office of Port of Dugm Company at or before
02:00 PM on the assigned date for submission of the Tender. Tenders submitted after the above-mentioned date and time

@ The company is not obliged to accept the lowest offer or any other offer without any justifiable reasons.
® The company reserve the right to issue the order either in part or full for the quoted items without any justifiable

o The company reserve the right to reject the tenders not complying with the tender documentation requirement. For any
clarification, please contact us through procurement@portofdugm.om

Emdad Logistics Company S.A.O.C.
PO Box: 2409, PC: 111, Sultanate of Oman,
Almashreq Building, 18 November Street, N. Azaiba
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Oases within city bring relief to
outdoor workers, commuters

Our Correspondent
Muscat

As the scorching sun of summer
takes hold of the city, a few gen-
erous residents have made
arrangements to provide drink-
ing water for passersby, offering
much-needed relief from the
blistering heat. These mini
'oases' in the middle of road pro-
vide a refreshing respite for blue-
colour workers and daily
commuters.

Rashid Khan, a construction
worker from Hamriya who paints
houses on contract basis, says he
can't be thankful enough to these
generous citizens.

"This year, I've worked in a
few homes and shops in an area
which is far away from super-
markets or even mosques. Luck-
ily, there's a big house with three
taps nearby, providing cold and
clean water. It's a genuine relief.”

Most of these public taps in-
stalled by kind citizens are con-
nected to coolers kept inside

their homes. Advanced controls
allow for precise adjustment of
water temperature. While some
people use the water for drinking,
many others fill plastic bottles to
splash their faces and soothe
their eyes from the burning sen-
sation caused by the scorching

sun.

Talking about the purpose of
these taps, one villa owner
shared an emotional reason. He
installed the taps following his
late mother's wishes. She used to
feed birds and provide water to
anyone, regardless of religion or

(Muscat Daily)

nationality. “That was her great
message to all of us. Standing
and feeding people was chal-
lenging for her, so she instructed
me and my brothers to instal
water taps. Early summer, we
make it a point to clean the tanks,
water basins and taps. Although

water is available year-round, we
dispense cold water for three
months during summer.”

These houses with public
drinking provision are mostly
owned by citizens, and the num-
ber of taps range from one to
five. Such homes can be found in
all parts of the city, including
Muscat, Amerat, Seeb, Mawaleh
and Hamriya.

In this act of kindness, the af-
fluent residents of these homes
offer relief to those enduring the
summer heat, showing compas-
sion and humanity to those in
challenging circumstances.

For Nurul Alam, who works in
Ghubra, it takes nearly 20 min-
utes to reach home for lunch. The
intense afternoon heat drains his
energy. "Water taps in the homes
of the wealthy offer much more
than just drinking water," he said.
"They are a source of sadagah
(charitable giving). In the after-
noon heat or after a hard day's
work, a sip of cold water is always
a welcome relief.”

Ministry of Interior launches new service for shura vote

Our Correspondent
Muscat

In a move towards promoting
transparency and enhancing dig-
ital practices, the Ministry of In-
terior has introduced a new
electronic public service called
'My Page' as part of the Intikhab
app and Majlis A'Shura’s election
website - elections.om

The service aims to support
candidates participating in the
upcoming elections to the tenth
term of the shura by providing
them a platform to promote their
electoral manifesto and cam-
paigns.

The 'My Page' service will
allow candidates to post their

personal information and share
photos and videos in compliance
with approved electoral cam-
paign regulations. This feature al-
lows voters to access the list of
candidates, stay updated on their
activities, interact with them, and
comments on their content.
Highlighting the significance of

(Supplied photo)

new service, H E Dr Ali Amer al
Shadhani, Undersecretary of
Communications in the Ministry
of Transport, Communications
and Information Technology and
Chairman of the Technical Com-
mittee for the Maijlis A’'Shura
elections, said, “It enhances
transparency, while allowing vot-

ers to familiarise themselves with
the candidates. Additionally, this
development elevates Oman's
position in e-government ratings,
showcasing progress in digital
governance.”

According to Ahmed bin Ab-
dullah al Ma'amari, Director of
the Ministry of Interior's Electoral
Register Project, the ministry is
committed to facilitating the par-
ticipation of candidates and vot-
ers in the shura elections. "My
Page enables candidates to bet-
ter engage with voters during the
electoral campaign, while en-
abling voters to connect with and
learn about their candidates.”

The launch event was at-
tended by key officials including

H E Khalid Hilal al Busaidi, Under-
secretary of Ministry of Interior
and Chairman of the Main Com-
mittee of the elections, Sheikh al
Mokhtar Abdullah al Harthy,
Deputy Chairman of Supreme
Court and Head of the Elections
Supreme Committee, Sayyid
Khalifa al Murdas al Busaidi, Sec-
retary-General of Ministry of In-
terior, and H E Mohammed Said
al Balushi, Undersecretary of
Ministry of Information and
Chairman of the Media Commit-
tee of the elections.

The launch of the service coin-
cided with the Ministry of Inte-
rior's participation in COMEX
2023 held at Oman Convention
and Exhibition Centre.

(Supplied photo)

Muscat airport
introduces eduroam,
secure Wi-Fi service
forresearchers

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Higher Educa-
tion, Research and Innovation, in
collaboration with Oman Air-
ports, launched eduroam, a se-
cure global educational roaming
service at Muscat International
Airport, on Thursday.

This groundbreaking initiative
makes Muscat International Air-
port the first airport in the Middle
East to offer a reliable wireless
Internet connection specifically
designed for students and aca-
demics.

eduroam is an internationally
recognised Wi-Fi Internet access
roaming service tailored for users
in the research, higher education,
and further education sectors.
Since its launch in Europe in
2003, eduroam has gained pop-
ularity throughout the research
and education community and is
now available in 74 territories
worldwide.

eduroam allows students, re-
searchers and staff of participat-
ing institutions to obtain Internet
connectivity across campus and
when visiting other participating
institutions quickly and easily
without the need to find local
login details.

Najah Mohammed al
Rashidiya, Director General of In-
novation Centre, informed that
the service was developed by the
global research community and is
exclusively available to students,

researchers and academics affili-
ated with official research net-
works. "The service is currently
available in 36 locations across
Oman, including universities, col-
leges and key strategic areas.”

Ayman bin Ahmed al Hosani,
CEO of Oman Airports, said that
Muscat International Airport is
witnessing an increasing number
of passengers following the
COVID-19 pandemic. He ac-
knowledged that travellers often
spend hours during layovers and
need to complete various tasks,
including scientific and aca-
demic.

"The eduroam service is a
unique offering that enables au-
thorised users to easily and se-
curely connect to wireless
Internet networks within institu-
tions linked to the Oman Re-
search and Education Network or
OMREN. Muscat International
Airport is among 36 international
airports providing this excep-
tional service," Hosani said.

With the introduction of
eduroam at Muscat International
Airport, students, researchers
and academics can now enjoy
uninterrupted connectivity, en-
suring that their academic pur-
suits and collaborations continue
seamlessly, even while travelling.
This landmark initiative show-
cases Oman's commitment to
fostering innovation and facilitat-
ing knowledge exchange within
the higher education and re-
search communities.

(Supplied photo)

Pact inked for dialysis services,
ER in Mirbat Hospital

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Health signed
an agreement on Thursday to fi-
nance development of an acci-
dent and emergency room (ER)
and provide dialysis services at
Mirbat Hospital in Dhofar.
Supported by Petroleum De-
velopment Oman, Sembcorp
Salalah Company, Salalah Mills
Company, Muscat Overseas

Company and Bank Muscat, the
project spans an area of 600sgm
and costs around RO410,000.

The agreement was signed
by H E Fatma Mohammed al
Ajmi, Undersecretary for Ad-
ministrative, Financial Affairs
and Planning in the Ministry of
Health, and Hamdan Hamad al
Junaibi, Governor of Mirbat,
with representatives of
the companies financing the
project.

Royal Hospital launches
3D printing service

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Represented by the National
Heart Centre, The Royal Hos-
pital launched a 3D printing
service to serve paediatric
heart surgery patients on
Thursday. The service is the
first of its kind in the sultanate.

Dr Alaa Hassan al Lawati,
head of Cardiac Surgery De-
partment of the National
Heart Centre at Royal Hospi-

tal, told Oman News Agency
that the introduction of the
service is aimed at raising the
level of diagnosis of heart dis-
eases, especially complex
ones that may require multi-
stage plan.

The service will also help
improve accuracy and safety
of surgery for heart diseases,
which constitute a significant
percentage of the total num-
ber of patients in any society.

A student's perspective of the COVID-19 crisis

We are all aware of the drastic
changes caused by the pan-
demic - halting social and pro-
fessional lives, job losses,
changes in living situations, and
the untimely demise of loved
ones. These  unwelcome
changes have wrought our exis-
tence with uncertainty. VYet,
these are only some conse-
quences of the pandemic.
COVID-19 has shattered lives,
disrupting countless aspects of
it. Unstable well-being and the
drawbacks of limited socialisa-
tion are two key examples of
COVID-19's  wider impact.
COVID-19 has also hindered ed-
ucation. The education industry
encountered remarkable obsta-
cles. Considering the difficulties
overcome, it is a feat that educa-
tional institutions  swiftly
adapted to teaching remotely.
As an international student, it
was impossible to fathom com-
pleting an academic year from
my home country. | was fortu-
nate enough to arrive in Muscat
prior to the travel ban. However,
as | was studying abroad, | dealt
with disruptions to my educa-
tion. Like most students, | was
unprepared for these hin-
drances. As my classes were
conducted abroad, my initial
challenge was adjusting to a dif-
ferent time zone. This caused
more difficulties than antici-
pated as | needed to be awake at
late hours to attend classes. To
compensate for late hours, | had
to sleep throughout the day. Pri-
vacy also became an issue. Pri-
vacy invasion presented itself
when needing to switch on we-
bcams for attendance. This re-

quirement muddied the distinc-
tion between personal and pro-
fessional life, allowing strangers
a glimpse into private spaces.
Remote learning also caused
teaching challenges. Teachers
attempted to address students’
learning needs, but online
classes could not compare to in-
person classes. Face-to-face dis-
cussions and in-person
attendance contribute to a fruit-
ful learning environment. More-
over, online learning was
particularly arduous for those
studying courses requiring in-
person participation (eg medi-
cine). Most institutions
struggled during the global shift
to online teaching. Accordingly,
teaching was briefly paused in
numerous schools. This disrup-
tion (in conjunction with the un-

familiarity of online assess-
ments) led to poor performance
for many. Online assessments
were an alien concept for stu-
dents and teachers alike. The
issue of unfamiliarity intensified
the general anxiety regarding ex-
aminations. Numerous students
did not fare as well as hoped due
to this.

Being an international stu-
dent, | lost access to my univer-
sity's facilities (eg the library).

Many required books and
materials were unavailable be-
cause | was in a different coun-
try. Additionally, during
examination periods | required a
quiet study space. Finding si-
lence in a full house proved chal-
lenging. Being unable to
participate in societies and clubs
was also disappointing. Joining

societies and clubs is pivotal.
These activities expand one's
horizons, encouraging non-tradi-
tional learning. These also culti-
vate diverse interests, promoting
self-development. Losing access
to such amenities was another
shortcoming of online education.
Finally, separation from peers
added to the regrets of remote
education. Socialisation is a sig-
nificant aspect of the traditional
school experience. Being unable
to be amongst peers dulled the
pleasures of student life.
Admittedly, some sacrifices
mentioned are trivial compared
to the ordeal other students en-
dured. Those unable to return
home confronted living alone for
multiple months. Many interna-
tional students faced lockdown
in their student accommoda-

tion's constrained spaces. How-
ever, lockdown was graver for
students who did not reside in
communal accommodations.

Such students had minimal
contact with the outside world
due to complete isolation.

Year 2020's graduating
classes also experienced the
blow of accepting they could not
celebrate graduating. The inabil-
ity to commemorate special oc-
casions eliminated the joy of
reaching milestones. Similarly,
the inability to bid farewell to
teachers, classmates, and
friends was another disappoint-
ing reality for 2020's graduates.

COVID-19 has been taxing to
navigate. Its abruptness was try-
ing for most. However, through
its challenges, COVID-19 helped
humanity build resilience. It
taught valuable lessons due to
the hardships it caused. Had life
continued 'normally’, these les-
sons would not have been learnt.
As a student, COVID-19 inter-
rupted various aspects of my life.
However, it also taught me to
adapt to unfamiliar circum-
stances. | am certain this skill will
serve me in the future.

Due to COVID-19's conse-
quences, we have persevered in
the trials of adversity. We may
collectively desire to return to
‘normal’, but we must acknowl-
edge that we are headed to-
wards a better 'normal’. Indeed,
COVID-19 has altered the
course of most lives. Post-pan-
demic life may be different, but
perhaps it is for the best.

Mezoon Zakiuddin
Via email
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Omani banks set to benefit
from improved conditions

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Omani banks' reasonable credit
fundamentals and improved op-
erating conditions will support
lending growth and profitability
in 2023, according to global
credit rating agency Fitch Rat-
ings.

In a new report released on
Thursday, Fitch noted that
Omani banks emerged from the
Covid-19 pandemic with reason-
able credit fundamentals which
place the sector in a good posi-
tion for improving profitability in
2023.

Fitch said that Oman's high oil
revenues will continue to support
economic activity and drive busi-
ness generation for the sul-
tanate's banks. The rating
agency expects a credit growth
of 4.0 per cent in 2023, under-
pinned by high oil prices, healthy
economic growth, a low infla-
tionary environment and positive
employment prospects.

Fitch revised the outlook on
Omani banks' operating environ-
ment factor score to 'positive'
from 'stable’ to reflect improved
operating conditions, as well as
the recent revision of the outlook
on the sultanate's sovereign rat-
ing to 'positive’ from 'stable’.

'Omani banks are highly ex-
posed to the sovereign through
lending to government and gov-
ernment-related entities (GREs),
holdings of Omani government
securities, and high reliance on
government and GRE deposits.
Exposure to the sovereign also
considers banks' exposures to
public-sector employees through
their retail loan books,' Fitch said.

Fitch, however, noted that it
continues to expect contingent
asset quality risks for the Omani

Fitch Ratings expects a credit growth of 4.0 per cent in 2023 in Oman (Muscat Daily)

banks in 2023.

The rating agency said, 'These
[risks] could arise from the high
stock of restructured loans (11
per cent of sector loans at end-
2022) and high exposure to vul-
nerable sectors, particularly
real-estate and construction.
However, banks' pre-impairment
profitability provides them with
reasonable buffers to absorb
shocks through the
statement without hitting capi-
tal.’

Overall, Fitch believes any
asset quality deterioration will be
contained and manageable at
banks' current rating levels.

Fitch said that the high energy
prices of 2022 and 2023 have
benefited Oman’'s economic
prospects, supporting its exter-
nal and domestic finances. The
rating agency expects oil prices

income

to fall and to average US$85 per
barrel in 2023, which remains
above Oman'’s fiscal break-even
oil price for the year.

Another  global rating
agency, Moody's, recently up-
graded the long-term local and
foreign currency deposit ratings
of seven Omani banks: Bank
Muscat, HSBC Bank Oman,
BankDhofar, National Bank of
Oman, Sohar International
Bank, Oman Arab Bank and
Bank Nizwa. Moody's main-
tained a developing outlook on
the long-term deposit ratings of
HSBC Bank Oman and a posi-
tive outlook on the long-term
deposit ratings of the other six
Omani banks.

Moody's rating actions on
the Omani banks followed the
upgrade of the Government of
Oman's issuer ratings to Ba2

from Ba3, and outlook main-
tained positive.

Total net profits of the banks
listed on Muscat Stock Ex-
change grew by 26.2 per cent to
RO118.5mn during the first
quarter of 2023 compared to
R0O93.8mn in the same period
of last year. The quarterly finan-
cial results announced by the
banks on the Muscat Stock Ex-
change indicated an increase in
the profits of all Omani banks.

Omani banks witnessed
growth in most of their financial
indicators in the first quarter of
2023. The stock market data in-
dicated that the total assets of
the eight banks listed on the
Muscat Stock Exchange in-
creased to RO37.6bn as of
March 31, 2023 from RO36.1bn
ayear ago, recording a year-on-
year increase of 4 per cent.

Oman Cement appoints
Zhu Yaping as new CEO

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman Cement Company's
board of directors approved the
appointment of Zhu Yaping as
the new chief executive officer of
the company with immediate ef-
fect.

Yaping's appointment follows
the retirement of Salim Abdullah
al Hajri as the CEO of the com-
pany, Oman Cement said in a
disclosure submitted to the
Muscat Stock Exchange.

Yaping is a senior executive
from Oman Cement's majority
shareholder Huaxin Cement
Company. In April 2023, China-
based Huaxin Cement com-
pleted the acquisition of a
majority 59.58 per cent stake in
Oman Cement.

According to Oman Cement,
Yaping is a highly experienced
professional in the cement in-

dustry with more than 30 years
of experience and a distin-
guished academic background.
He holds a Master of Science in
Control Theory and Engineering
from China's Wuhan University
of Technology, as well as a
Bachelor of Science in Electrical
Engineering from Nanjing Aero-
nautics Institute.

Oman Cement said, 'Yaping
has been actively contributed to
the cement industry and has
held various management posi-
tions, including corporate main-
tenance manager and general

manager of Huaxin Mainte-
nance Company. Yaping has a
proven track record of increas-
ing revenue, implementing
standard maintenance systems,
and driving operational excel-
lence.'

Prior to his appointment as
the CEO of Oman Cement, Yap-
ing served as the head of ce-
ment industrial performance at
Huaxin Cement, where he fo-
cused on building an industrial
performance driving and sup-
porting system, Oman Cement
added.

Abu Dhabi tops agencies’ GCC
sovereign credit ratings

Dubai, UAE - The UAE capital
Abu Dhabi is the highest-rated
sovereign in the GCC region, ac-
cording to the three major global
credit rating agencies - Fitch Rat-
ings, Moody's and S&P Global
Ratings.

Arabian Gulf Business Insight
(AGBI) published the findings by
the three leading global rating
agencies on the sovereign wealth
funds (SWF) of the GCC coun-
tries.

All three ratings agencies use
similar systems, although there
are differences in the way their
ratings are conveyed. In the Gulf,
S&P is consistently more bearish
and does not rate the United

Arab Emirates at all.

S&P rates Qatar, Saudi Arabia
and Oman below its two peers,
although it has positive outlooks
for Bahrain and Oman. Fitch,
meanwhile, is a notch more pos-
itive on Kuwait.

A sovereign credit rating is an
assessment of a country's credit-
worthiness. It is applied to all
bonds issued by a government.
The ratings are important guides
to institutional investors around
the world who use them as
Many pension
funds, for example, are limited by
their statutes to investing only in
investment grade credits. A re-
rating can move markets.The

benchmarks.

outlooks attached to the ratings
are also important because they
indicate a likely re-rating.

AGBI reveals that Abu Dhabi
ranks as the highest-rated sover-
eign across the three ratings
agencies. Moody's says its Aa2
rating is underpinned by Abu
Dhabi's strong balance sheet and
its net creditor position. Similarly,
Fitch's AA rating reflects Abu
Dhabi's high GDP per capita and
strong fiscal and external metrics.

Earlier this month, Moody's
upgraded Saudi Arabia’s outlook
to positive on the back of broad-
based structural reforms and in-
range of
diversification projects.

vestments in a

ECB vows to win
inflation fight on
25th anniversary

Frankfurt, Germany - European
Central Bank president Christine
Lagarde pledged to reduce high
inflation in the eurozone as the
institution that safeguards the
euro marked its 25th anniversary
last week.

"For the ECB, our immediate
and overriding priority is to bring
inflation back down to our two
per cent medium-term target in
a timely manner," Lagarde told
around 200 guests at an event to
mark the occasion.

"And we will do so," she said,
while warning that "there will be
more challenges ahead which
the ECB will need to address. We
must continue to provide stabil-
ity in a world that is anything but
stable".

The ECB laid out a blue carpet
for the birthday party at its im-
posing steel-and-glass tower in
Frankfurt, Germany's financial
capital.

The event featured renditions
of music by French composer
Claude Debussy and a mango-
flavoured cake cut by Lagarde
and two of her predecessors,
Jean-Claude Trichet and Mario

Draghi.

German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz was also among the
guests.

"Last year we have seen the
highest inflation rates since the
creation of the euro. The conse-
guences are being felt by citizens
all over Europe," Scholz said.

"It is good to know that when
we are celebrating this special
occasion here tonight, the ECB is

Christine Lagarde

actively fighting inflation."

Inflation in the eurozone
surged to record highs over the
past year as Russia's invasion of
Ukraine drove up energy prices,
and as the recovery from the
Covid pandemic caused wide-
spread supply chain woes.

The closely watched indicator
stood at seven percent in April -
down from a peak of 10.6 per
cent in October but still well
above the ECB's two-per cent
target.The ECB came into being
in 1998, a few months before the
introduction of the euro the fol-
lowing year.

Since the single currency was
established, the eurozone's GDP
per capita has more than dou-
bled and unemployment has
fallen to record lows.

And despite recent highs, in-
flation has averaged 2.05 per
cent over the ECB's quarter of a
century in existence - not far off
the central bank's target.

AFP

Biden 'hopeful’ of imminent US debt deal

Washington, US - President Joe
Biden said Friday that Demo-
cratic and Republican negotia-
tors were on the verge of
resolving a debt ceiling standoff,
as the deadline for a potentially
catastrophic US default was
pushed back to June 5.

"It's very close and I'm opti-
mistic," Biden told reporters at
the White House. "I'm hopeful
we'll know by tonight whether
we're going to be able to have a
deal.”

Although there was no indica-
tion of an imminent public an-
nouncement, it was the
strongest sign yet that the drama
in Washington might end, allow-
ing the government to borrow
and avoid a default that would
likely trigger a recession and
send shockwaves through the
global economy.

Earlier, Treasury Secretary
Janet Yellen said the dreaded X-
date, when the government runs
out of money unless it can bor-
row, will now be June 5, not June

US President Joe Biden speaks with reporters before departing from the
White House on Marine One on Friday in Washington, DC (AFP)

1. Yellen, however, warned that
the deadline extension does not
change the urgency.

"Waiting until the last minute
to suspend or increase the debt
limit can cause serious harm to
business and consumer confi-
dence, raise short-term borrow-
ing costs for taxpayers, and
negatively impact the credit rat-
ing of the United States," she
said in a letter to the Republican

leader of the House of Represen-
tatives, Speaker Kevin McCarthy.
According to unconfirmed US
media reports, the deal taking
shape would include an agree-
ment to extend the govern-
ment's borrowing authority for
two years, meaning no repeat of
the current drama before the
2024 presidential election.
Democrats, however, would
have to offer concessions on Re-

publican demands for sweeping
spending limits on social safety
and other domestic programs.

McCarthy told reporters that
negotiators had "made progress"
but added: "Nothing is agreed to
until it's all agreed to."

A sign of how difficult it may
be to nail down a deal revolved
around a Republican demand
that those applying for benefits
like food assistance work for
them.

White House spokesman An-
drew Bates asserted that Repub-
licans were willing to put at risk
"over eight million jobs unless
they can take food out of the
mouths of hungry Americans."

IMF  Managing Director
Kristalina Georgieva cited new
data that she said showed the
"US economy has proven re-
silient," but urged a "speedy res-
olution" to avoid the first default
in the country's history.

"We think of the US Treasury
market as an anchor for the
global financial system, and this

anchor needs to hold," she said.

Hostage-taking
accusation

With the country getting a three-
day Memorial Day holiday week-
end, members of Congress were
leaving Washington on a 10-day
recess. Even Biden - to the con-
sternation of some in his own
party - headed to his Camp
David retreat, then his home in
Delaware.

Yet Wally Adeyemo, the
deputy Treasury secretary, told
CNN that both Biden and Mc-
Carthy were focused on avoiding
catastrophe.

"The president decided, the
speaker has said it, and we have
to get something done before
June," Adeyemo said. "The pres-
ident is committed to making
sure that we have good faith ne-
gotiations with the Republicans
to reach a deal, because the al-
ternative is catastrophic for all
Americans."

AFP

US warned debt crisis could hit creditrating

Washington, US - Ratings
agency Fitch put the United
States on notice that its perfect
credit rating could be jeopar-
dised if the White House and
Republican opposition fail to
overcome their impasse on rais-
ing the nation's borrowing limit,
a week before a key deadline.
Fitch placed the country's
AAA-ranked credit on "rating
watch negative" - a move it said
"reflects increased political par-

tisanship that is hindering
reaching a resolution to raise or
suspend the debt limit" before
June 1.

That is the "X-date" when the
US Treasury Department says
that - short of an agreement -
the government will run out of
money, triggering a default with
likely devastating economic
consequences for the United
States and potentially world-
wide.

"Fitch still expects a resolu-
tion to the debt limit before the
X-date," Fitch said in a state-
ment. "However, we believe
risks have risen that the debt
limit will not be raised or sus-
pended before the X-date and
consequently that the govern-
ment could begin to miss pay-
ments on some of its
obligations."

The Treasury stressed that
Fitch's move should serve as a

wakeup call.

"Tonight's warning under-
scores the need for swift bipar-
tisan action by Congress to raise
or suspend the debt limit and
avoid a manufactured crisis for
our economy,"  Treasury
spokesperson Lily Adams said
in a statement.

And the White House urged
Republicans to come to their
senses.

"This is one more piece of ev-

idence that default is not an op-
tion and all responsible lawmak-
ers understand that," it said in a
statement. "It reinforces the
need for Congress to quickly
pass a reasonable, bipartisan
agreement to prevent default."

Treasury Secretary Janet
Yellen proposed to freeze gov-
ernment spending at current
levels, something that she said
would reduce the deficit by
US$1tn.
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With its sleek design, powerful
engine, and luxurious features,
the Grecale GT, the Maserati
Grecale GT has proven to be an
extraordinary everyday SUV.

Setting a new standard in the
luxury SUV segment, the vehicle
embodies the perfect blend of
sportiness and elegance, the
company stated. Designed to de-
liver an exceptional driving expe-
rience, this SUV is a testament to
Maserati's commitment to
craftsmanship and performance,
it added.

Equipped with a dynamic
four-cylinder 300hp mild hybrid
engine and developed at the
renowned Maserati Innovation
Lab in Modena, the Maserati
Grecale GT showcases the
brand's commitment to innova-
tion and performance.

With its advanced suspension
system and lightweight con-
struction, which incorporates
aluminium and carbon fibre, the
Grecale GT takes driving exhila-
ration to new heights. Whether
navigating sharp curves or cruis-
ing on straightaways, every twist
and turn becomes a thrilling ad-

venture as the Grecale GT hugs
the road with precision and con-
fidence. Its superb handling and
responsiveness allow drivers to
truly experience the joy of com-

manding this exceptional SUV.
The exterior design of the
Grecale GT embodies the perfect
fusion of athleticism and sophis-
tication. From the front, its com-

manding presence is accentu-
ated by the iconic Maserati grille,
exuding confidence and power.
The profile showcases a seam-
less interplay between sleek lines

and muscular contours, reflect-
ing the vehicle's dynamic charac-
ter. The rear features distinctive
taillights, complementing the
sporty aesthetics of the Grecale
GT. Step inside the Grecale GT,
and you'll be greeted by a metic-
ulously crafted interior that ex-
udes luxury and refinement. The
cabin showcases a harmonious
combination of high-quality ma-
terials, exquisite finishes, and at-
tention to detail. The ergonomic
seats provide unmatched com-
fort, enveloping occupants in a
world of luxury. The GT badge is
a mark of distinction, signifying
the pinnacle of Maserati's per-
formance-oriented SUV lineup.

Maserati Grecale GT proven to be extraordinary

In terms of technology, the
Grecale GT boasts an array of in-
novative features. The Maserati
intelligent assistant multimedia
system, the latest infotainment
options, and the advanced driver-
assistance systems enhance the
driving experience, providing
convenience, connectivity, and
safety. The optional heads-up
display further elevates the driv-
ing dynamics, projecting essen-
tial information onto the
windshield for easy access.

In conclusion, the Maserati
Grecale GT is an SUV that deliv-
ers an exhilarating and sophisti-
cated driving experience. Its bold
exterior design, luxurious interior
comfort, advanced technology,
and superior driving perform-
ance make it a standout in its
class. Maserati has once again
set a new standard for excel-
lence, creating an SUV that em-
bodies the essence of Italian
craftsmanship and automotive
passion. The Grecale GT is a tes-
tament to Maserati's commit-
ment to delivering thrilling and
refined vehicles that captivate
the most discerning drivers.

ISF organises annual science fiesta

The Indian Science Forum's an-
nual science fiesta brought to-
gether hundreds of students
from various Indian schools lo-
cated in different parts of Oman
to compete for a rolling trophy.
The forum functioning under
the Indian Social Club organised
the Science Fiesta 2023 under
the theme ‘India’s Space Journey:
Moon, Mars and Beyond'.
Indian School al Ghubrah
walked away with the rolling tro-
phy this year, a press release said.
On the first day of the event,
students participated in various
competitions such as debates for
juniors and seniors, on the spot
projects, photography contest,

digital symposium and a science
exhibition conducted by the
forum.

“The two day annual science
fiesta has thrown light to the
amazing student talents in
Oman," said ISF coordinator Dr J
Retnakumar. “l was so delighted
to see the excitement, enthusi-
asm, optimism and participative
spirit of students that was ably
supported by parents, teachers,
and principals of respective In-
dian schools in Oman. We shall
conduct more competitions in
the days ahead,” he added.

H E Amit Narang, Indian Am-
bassador to Oman, found the ex-
hibition of scientific projects by

the students impressive.

The exhibition was held at the
Innovation Centre at National
University for Science and Tech-
nology.

On behalf of the forum, Dr
Retnakumar presented the ISF
APJ Abdul Kalam Award to
Padma Shri award winner Dr
Mylswamy Annadurai.

Dr Annadurai, a former direc-
tor of India’s space agency ISRO
- is popularly known as the Moon
Man of India. He had planned
from scratch and successfully
executed internationally reputed
projects like Chandrayaan-1and
Mangalyaan.

In his keynote address, Dr

Annadurai said he was sur-
prised by the award but he said
it goes on to prove that when
you do your work well the soci-
ety will appreciate the achieve-
ment and looked forward to the
students achieving them in the
future.

“| was impressed how well the
students were prepared for any
question on their projects. |
asked one of the students why
there was no school complex in
his space colony in Moon and
Mars. He took a few seconds and
bounced back, ‘By then we would
be using android for education.
The students have arrived,” said
Dr Annadurai.

ISWK students, teacher visit
India’s premier science centre

Shashwat Singh of Class IX-C
and Parth Devaprasad Nayak of
Class VII- D from the Indian
School Al Wadi Al Kabir (ISWK)
were taken on an educational
tour to the Aryabhatta Research
Institute of Observational Sci-
ences (ARIES), located in Naini-
tal, in the northern Indian state
Uttarakhand.

In January, both the students
had enrolled for the National As-
tronomy Challenge, organised by
STEM and SPACE. And both the
students secured Global Rank 1in
the exam. For this achievement,
both of them were felicitated at
the Indian Habitat Centre in
India's capital New Delhi.

Apart from the felicitation,
they also got the chance to inter-
act with various scientists and
professors of Delhi University, a
release from the school said.

The next day, the students
were taken on a long road trip to
the Aryabhatta Research Insti-
tute of Observational Sciences
(ARIES) in Nainital - the city of
lakes. The students got the op-
portunity to meet various as-
tronomers and also to observe
the Asia's largest Optical Tele-

scope located at Devasthal,
60km from Nainital.

"This was the first time when
students were given the oppor-
tunity to visit the Devasthal cam-
pus of ARIES. Though the
weather was slightly un-
favourable, which hampered the
observation process; it was a
hands-on experience of using a
telescope. Overall, it was a truly

exciting and memorable journey
for the students,’ the school
stated.

“"We feel honoured to get this
rare opportunity to visit the
ARIES observatory which al-
lowed us to gain a lot of knowl-
edge and experience related to
observational astronomy,” said
Shashwat, Parth and the teacher-
in-charge Shruti Mukundan.

ahlibank rewards top performers in retail banking for Q1 achievements

As a follow-up to the recent an-
nouncement of its first quarter fi-
nancial results, ahlibank hosted a
retail meeting to share details of
its exceptional performance in
the market, apprise its stakehold-
ers and beneficiaries of proposed
plans, and reward top achievers
in the retail banking team.

With an impressive perform-
ance during the first three
months of 2023, ahlibank has
well demonstrated its strategic

role in driving Oman’s economic
growth. Its well-honed policies
and directives have helped it to
substantially boost its total as-
sets, customer deposits, and op-
erating income with significant
contributions from retail banking.

Shedding the spotlight on the
impressive figures and the factors
that helped augment this growth,
Muneer al Balushi, AGM - head
of Retail Distribution, ahlibank,
said, “This achievement is thanks

to the efforts put in by every team
member. The expertise and ex-
perience of our professional
bankers, and the team under
them, helped shore up our finan-
cial status. As a Bank, we believe
innovation is the key to progress,
and we have proven over the
years that the right planning and
flawless execution are the prem-
ises for better prospects.

“I would also like to take this
opportunity to congratulate our

top performers, who have stood
by the Bank as strong pillars,
working steadfastly to ensure all
round success and prosperity.
Your resilience and agility to
adapt to the changing global
business environment have
worked as leverage in our growth
trajectory,” he added.

The meeting also brought to
the fore some of the salient fea-
tures of ahlibank's retail opera-
tions, which has grown in

strength and size to deliver mul-
tifaceted financial solutions,
which are tailored to individual
needs. With a customer-centric
approach to business, it has es-
tablished its ability to meet cus-
tomer needs with personalised
support of relationship man-
agers.

And with ‘ahliconnect’, which
is a24/7 service centre aimed at
enhancing customers’' banking
experience, is another venture in

this direction. It continues to ex-
pand its operations and network
to ensure easy and convenient
banking services throughout its
branches.

The meeting progressed with
interactive discussions with rep-
resentatives of teams from prod-
uct, marketing, branch support,
branch transformation, customer
management, customer experi-
ence, e-channels, and operations.

Customer feedback and the

measures and ways to ensure
customer delight were deliber-
ated, and the need to continue
innovating and developing prod-
ucts to meet the evolving cus-
tomer needs was underscored.

The meeting concluded with a
formal ceremony to honour the
top achievers of the retail bank-
ing team for their contribution to
the growth of the bank's portfolio
and their commitment to achiev-
ing its vision.
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Sayyid Theyazin attends ABA Oman

International School graduation ceremony

ABA Oman International School
celebrated the Class of 2023
graduation under the auspices of
H H Sayyid Theyazin bin
Haitham bin Tarik al Said. This
highly anticipated event com-
memorated the achievements
and academic journey of ABA's
34th cohort of graduates, mark-
ing a significant milestone in their
lives.

H H Sayyid Theyazin pre-
sented the coveted International
Baccalaureate Diploma to the
graduates, who have demon-
strated remarkable dedication
and perseverance throughout
their educational journey.

ABA Board Chair, Bikram
Monga, complimented the grad-
uates on successfully completing
the rigorous IB programme.
Monga exhorted the graduates
to take Oman'’s diversity to the
world. “You depart as Ambassa-
dors of this wonderful country to
the world. Your actions, your
growth, your impact on the world
should resonate both the educa-
tion you gained and what Oman
and ABA have moulded you to
become.”

Addressing the cohort, Craig
Williamson, ABA Head of School
encouraged the graduates to
build upon this accomplishment
and leverage their talents and
abilities for the greater good.
Williamson said, “success is not
a limited resource; it multiplies

when we ensure that everyone
has what they need to thrive.”
Sharing words of wisdom and
encouragement with the gradu-
ating class, high school principal
and assistant head of school
Simon Walker said, “Graduation
is not only a celebration of the
achievements of the graduating
class, it is also recognition of the
support and commitment given
by families and teachers. The
Class of 2023 has 27 different
nationalities represented and we
encourage every student to go
out into the world and make a

positive difference as Global Cit-
izens. We are honoured that this
day has been made even more
memorable and historical by the
presence of His Highness Sayyid
Theyazin bin Haitham al Said.”
The Class of 2023 was com-
mended for their exceptional per-
formances throughout the year.
The valedictorians Noorah Hus-
band and Ayaan Nadamal stated,
“These years at ABA were some
of the most crucial stepping
stones in our academic journey.
They have provided us with a
solid foundation and prepared us

for the challenges that lie ahead.”

Anja Van Der Merwe was the
recipient of the International Un-
derstanding Award for furthering
the cause of internationalism in
the community and beyond,
while the High School Philippa
Leggate Award for Citizenship
was presented to Sarah Altaee
for her valuable contribution to
the ABA community.

Other notable awards, includ-
ing The Duke of Edinburgh Inter-
national Award - Gold was
presented to Alix Dupont, Maelle
Storder, Sam Anthony, Georgia

Isles and Ben Storer. Georgia
Isles also received the Individual
Sports Athlete of the Year award,
while Daniel Helou and Gabriella
Cooper received the overall Ath-
lete of the Year awards for their
exceptional performance during
MESAC and other sports events.
Guy Essex, Assistant High
School Principal said, "We are
confident that this cohort of fu-
ture leaders and innovators will
continue to inspire, empower
and uphold The ABA Way, as
they explore ways to make a
positive impact in the world.”

Through the coordinated ef-
forts and guidance of University
Counsellor, lJinane Traboulsi
Helou, and 1B Diploma Coordina-
tor, Samantha Cole, ABA gradu-
ates have been accepted into
leading universities around the
world, illustrating the value glob-
ally of the gold standard IB qual-
ification. Stanford University,
GeorgiaTech, Georgetown Uni-
versity, University of Pennsylva-
nia, UCL, Imperial College
London, University of Toronto,
Waterloo University, McGill Uni-
versity, University of Melbourne,

Trinity College Dublin, Ecole
Polytechnique Paris and the Uni-
versity of Groningen, are some of
the prestigious universities
where ABA graduates will be
taking their educational journey
forward in various fields of study
such as Neuroscience, Biomed-
ical Engineering, International
Business, Finance, Law, Com-
puter Science, Psychology, and
Architecture, to name a few.

ABA Oman International
School is the leading, not-for-
profit, IB Continuum School in
Muscat, Oman.

OMPay participates in
Seamless Middle East event

OMPay, Oman'’s emerging mo-
bile payment solutions provider,
participated in Seamless Middle
East 2023 for a collaboration with
Thunes, a cross-border payment
infrastructure platform, to enable
international payments solutions.

This integration will lead to
building a better payment expe-
rience for OMPay's users and
merchants, where they will be
able to send cross-border pay-
ments to 20 countries globally,
instantly. This event was held on
May 23-24 at the Dubai World
Trade Center.

For the past 23 years, Seam-
less Middle East 2023 has been
a meeting place for industry pro-
fessionals across various sectors
such as banking, retail, e-com-
merce, fintech, and IT-enabled
services. The two-day confer-
ence attracted thousands of tech
leaders, investors, innovators,
startups and over 500 interna-
tional speakers who share

groundbreaking ideas, latest

market trends, and cutting-edge
technologies.

“"OMPay is a smart payment
solution provider and this collab-
oration with Thunes will expand
our reach and enable our cus-
tomers to make payments to
top-20 destinations around the
world - from India and
Bangladesh, to Kenya and Tan-
zania, and beyond,” said OMPay
CEO Abdulaziz al Rawahi.

“"Oman is witnessing a re-
markable surge in the adoption of
digital payments and the demand

for innovative payment solutions
is very high. As a company with
extensive experience in partner-
ing with mobile wallets and deliv-
ering exceptional mobile-first
experiences, Thunes is happy to
enable a transparent and friction-
less payment experience for
OMPay users. We are excited to
see how this partnership devel-
ops and are happy to support
OMPay's ambitions to become
Oman'’s leading digital wallet,”
said Simon Nelson, senior vice
president for MENA, Thunes.

‘Bank Muscat’s corporate branches
serving govt, corporate institutions’

Bank Muscat, the leading finan-
cial service provider in Oman, is
consistently demonstrating its
success in achieving new mile-
stones by providing corporate
banking services through its ded-
icated  corporate  banking
branches at CBD, Al Nahdha
Towers, Sohar and Salalah.

The locations of
branches were chosen carefully
so that they are close to business
hubs, industrial areas and free
zones. Bank Muscat's branches
are characterized by spacious
and comfortable design and lay-
out. The corporate branches are
manned by well qualified and ex-
perienced Omani cadres and pro-
vide financial and advisory
services which contribute to the
development of business for
these institutions and companies.

The corporate branches of
Bank Muscat offers a compre-
hensive suite of services that
caters to the diverse needs of
corporate and government insti-
tutions. These services encom-

these

pass a wide spectrum of banking
solutions including account
opening, account management,
remittance transactions, cash
services including bulk cash,
trade finance and specialised ad-
visory services. The specialized
teams in Bank Muscat's corpo-
rate branches possess extensive
expertise and are well versed in
the intricacies of corporate and
government transactions, ensur-
ing prompt service with attention
to detail. Bank Muscat's corpo-
rate branches are unwavering in
their commitment to deliver an

unparalleled customer experi-
ence and empower businesses at
every stage.

The bank's corporate and in-
stitutional banking has achieved
many positive results through
the various services provided in
branches, including those related
to opening of new accounts, pro-
viding digital solutions, process-
ing financial transactions in
addition to global trade services.
The bank is especially proud that
it has played a key role in the suc-
cesses recorded in a variety of
sectors such as oil and gas, en-

ergy, water, mining, land trans-
port, seaports, airports, inte-
grated tourism projects, real
estate development, telecom-
munications, and the develop-
ment of free zones and other
industrial projects.

Over the past years, Bank
Muscat has enjoyed close rela-
tions with many institutions and
companies as it offers a wide
range of banking products and
services, including loans for proj-
ect financing, debt financing
through direct loans and syndi-
cated loans.

It also offers corporate loans
and capital financing to expand
the project as well as bid bonds,
performance bonds, advance
payment bonds, financial bonds,
and performance guarantee
bonds. The bank also provides
letter of credit services for the
purchase of equipment and ma-
chinery, standby letters of credit,
and other services and products
provided to the various corporate
sector.

Bank Nizwa CEO speaks on sustainable future

Bank Nizwa's CEO, Khalid al
Kayed, recently participated in
the MENA BFSI Leaders Con-
clave 2023, held at the Dusit
Thani in Dubai.

The highly anticipated event
brought together top executives
and influential individuals from
the MENA region's banking, fi-
nancial services and insurance
industries (BFSI). The event
aimed to address solutions and
challenges related to building a
more inclusive, sustainable and
collaborative world.

As part of the panel discussion
titled ‘Embracing the demand to
elevate and set apart for a more
inclusive, sustainable and collab-
orative world’, Kayed shared his
insights on various topics.

He spoke on the evolving role
of financial services in the econ-
omy and society, leading the way
to foresee challenges, macro

trends that matter and their im-
pact in a post-COVID-19 world,
the significance of developing
and implementing strategies that
address regulatory reforms, tech-
nological complexity, competitive
dynamics and shift towards a
higher bottom line, refocusing on
resilience for a competitive ad-
vantage in a radically uncertain

world, and embracing Fintech
through innovative solutions, said
a press release.

The CEQ's participation in the
panel discussion demonstrated
his expertise and commitment to
driving positive change in the
BFSI sector.

Speaking on the significance of
the event, Kayed said, “As a par-

ticipant in the MENA BFSI Lead-
ers Conclave 2023, | am proud to
have been part of a significant di-
alogue that will undoubtedly
shape the future of the BFSI sec-
tor in the MENA region. The
event's emphasis on embracing
the demand for inclusivity, sus-
tainability and collaboration was
particularly enlightening.”

Malabar Gold & Diamonds organises
‘Artistry Show' to lure jewellery lovers

Malabar Gold & Diamonds, the
sixth largest jewellery retailer
globally with an extensive retail
network of over 315 showrooms
across ten countries has
launched the latest edition of the
Artistry Show - a branded jew-
ellery exhibition, which began at
Malabar Gold & Diamonds
showroom at West Gate Mall in
Ruwi on Thursday.

The Artistry Show, which
will continue till June 3,
presents jewellery lovers with
an opportunity to witness the
finest in jewellery craftsman-
ship from the brand in addition
to a superior shopping experi-
ence.

From Malabar Gold & Dia-
monds' exclusive brands such as
Mine, Era, Viraaz, Ethnix, Precia
and Divine, the designs which

are featured in the Artistry Show
have been handpicked from all
over the world, offering a highly
exclusive visual treat for the
connoisseurs of fine art.

"“Artistry is an amassment of
the finest jewellery that Malabar
Gold & Diamonds has to offer.
Each pieceis a work of art and is
sure to excite jewellery lovers
who prefer exclusivity in their
adornments,” said Najeeb K, re-
gional head - Oman, Malabar
Gold & Diamonds.

“The jewellery showcased in
the exhibition is available across
gold, diamond and precious
gems, ensuring that there is
something to cater to the vary-
ing preferences of our immense
customer base. | urge all jew-
ellery lovers to visit our show-
room in Ruwi, which is the

largest jewellery store in Oman
and witness the spectacle that
we have prepared.”

As an added incentive, Mal-
abar Gold & Diamonds is also
offering free gold coins on dia-
mond and precious gem jew-
ellery purchases. Customers are
eligible for 1gm gold coin on dia-
mond and precious gem jew-
ellery purchase worth RO500
and 1/2 gm gold coins for pur-
chase worth RO300.

Spread across 4000sgft, the
showroom of Malabar Gold &
Diamonds in West Gate Mall,
Ruwi, offers a magnificent shop-
ping area, displaying thousands
of exquisite jewellery from over
20 countries. The showroom
also features a luxurious cus-
tomer lounge and valet parking
facility.
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UN backs Sudan envoy as army seeks to bolster ranks

New York, US - United Nations
chief Antonio Guterres said he
was ‘shocked’ by a letter
from Sudanese army chief
Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, report-
edly requesting the replace-
ment of special envoy Volker
Perthes amid a brutal war with
paramilitaries.

Guterres ‘is proud of the work
done by Volker Perthes and
reaffirms his full confidence in
his Special Representative’, a
statement from UN spokesper-
son Stephane Dujarric said late
on Friday. “The Secretary-Gen-

eral is shocked by the letter he
received from General Al-
Burhan,” currently at war with
his former deputy Mohamed
Hamdan Daglo, who commands
the powerful paramilitary Rapid
Support Forces.

The rival forces are currently
in the fifth day of a one-week
ceasefire brokered by the US
and Saudi Arabia, during which
they have repeatedly accused
each other of truce violations.

Neither the army nor the UN
have released official copies of
Burhan's letter, which reportedly

Vendors sells petrol to vehicles in Khartoum on Saturday, five days into a

one-week ceasefire (AFP)

requested the dismissal of
Perthes as Guterres’ envoy to
Sudan.

It is the latest in a series of
moves by Burhan, who last week
officially sacked Daglo as his
deputy in the ruling sovereign
council, pooled hardline military
supporters into his inner circle
and is now seeking to reinforce
army ranks.

Sudan’s defence ministry on
Friday called on ‘army pension-
ers...as well as all those capable
of bearing arms' to head to their
nearest military command unit

and ‘arm themselves in order to
protect themselves’, their fami-
lies and their neighbours.

A statement later in the day
walked back the call to just army
‘reservists’ and ‘pensioners’.

Perthes and the UN mission
in Sudan have been the target of
several protests by thousands of
military and Islamist supporters
who have repeatedly accused
Perthes of ‘foreign intervention’
and demanded his dismissal.

Similar protests have taken
place in the eastern city of Port
Sudan since the war started on

April 15.

The fighting across Sudan
has killed more than 1,800 peo-
ple, according to the Armed
Conflict Location and Event
Data Project.

The United Nations says
more than a million people have
been displaced within Sudan, in
addition to 300,000 who have
fled to neighbouring countries.

Perthes is currently in New
York, where he briefed the Secu-
rity Council on the situation in
Sudan earlier this week.

AFP

Residents hang from the back of a pick-up truck while transporting their belongings as they reach a police checkpoint outside Mangu, near Jos in the

Plateau State in Nigeria, on May 20, after fleeing unrest in central Nigeria (AFP)

After mass killings,

thousands in need of
aid in central Nigeria

Jos, Nigeria - Calls for aid in-
creased on Friday for thousands
of people displaced by violence
that erupted two weeks ago in
central Nigeria's Plateau State,
killing at least 170 according to a
local official.

Police gave a lower death toll
of 87 and said the situation was
calm, in response to reports that
tensions remained high after the
initial attack on May 15.

The crisis is just one of the
many security challenges facing
President-elect Bola Tinubu who
takes the helm of Africa’s most
populous nation on Monday.

It remains unclear what trig-
gered the attacks in Plateau’s
Mangu district, but tit-for-tat
killings between herders and
farmers often spiral into village
raids by heavily armed gangs.

The National Emergency
Management Agency said last

MATTHIAS SCHMALE

week that more than 3,600 peo-
ple were displaced, over 720
houses partially or completely
destroyed and at least 216 peo-
ple had been injured.

On Friday, the Nigerian Red
Cross said that at least 1,000
households have fled from their
villages.

Yohanna Danladi, local Red
Cross representative in Plateau
State, said that some areas ‘have
not received any support from
the government so far, they are
just helped by relatives'.

After a visit to the area, the

UN chief in Nigeria Matthias
Schmale said that ‘affected peo-
ple and especially women and
children are both traumatised
and have immediate humanitar-
jan needs such as food, water
and dignity/sanitation kits'.

“While hoping the violence
will now end quickly, | urge the
concerned authorities to move
swiftly to address immediate
needs,” Schmale told AFP in an
email.

Since the initial attack, ‘almost
every day, we still record dead
bodies’, Mangu district chairman

Daput Minister Daniel told AFP.

“I cannot give you specific
numbers because they increase
on daily basis,” he said, adding
that as of Thursday ‘the number
was above 170",

Speaking to AFP on Friday,
police spokesman Alfred Alabo
could not confirm that death
toll.

Peter Lagai and Lydia John
Hirse were among those who
survived and are now sheltering
at a school with others.

When the attackers stormed
his village of Kubat, Lagai said he
ran into hiding.

“We suddenly heard gun-
shots... we were so worried,” he
told AFP, adding that his brother
Matthew was shot. "He died in-
stantly. Some of us sustained in-
juries, the house was burnt
down.”

AFP

US saysissued nearly 30,000
visas for Cubans this year

Havana, Cuba - The United
States has issued nearly 30,000
visas to Cuban nationals since
January under new entry rules
aimed at braking illegal migra-
tion, deputy ambassador to Ha-
vana Benjamin Ziff told AFP on
Friday.

Last year, some 300,000
Cubans made their way illegally
to the United States.

In January, the US embassy in
Havana resumed the issuing of
visas for Cubans, four years after
the mission was closed amid a
series of mysterious ‘sonic at-
tacks’ on diplomatic staff.

Ziff would not say how many
Cubans have applied for visas to
date.

But he said the issuing of
tourism and business visas re-
mained on hold for now.

“l have less than a third of the
staff that | had five or six years
ago in the consulate section.
Until | have a full staff, | can't do
a full service,” Ziff said.

“The Cuban government is
not allowing us to get houses for
our incoming consuls so we can't
have more staff for consulate op-
erations. And not allowing us to
import materials to repair the
embassy.

"It is actually more a logistical
obstacle more than a policy ob-
stacle,” the envoy said.

People queue at the US embassy in Havana, on Friday (AFp)

BENJAMIN ZIFF

Former US president Donald
Trump had put an end to a policy
of openness towards Cuba initi-
ated by his predecessor Barack
Obama.

When Joe Biden took office in

early 2021, he promised to re-
view US policy toward Cuba. But
his policies hardened following
anti-government protests on the
island in July 2021 and a subse-
quent crackdown on dissent.
Washington and Havana last
year resumed talks on migration
issues amid a steep rise in the
number of Cubans fleeing the is-
land in deep economic crisis.
Ziff said the number of illegal
migrants making their way to
Florida from Cuba has dropped in
the last five months, from
‘dozens a day’ to ‘dozens a week'.
And he denied repeated accu-
sations from Havana that US
sanctions were responsible for
the migratory flight.
AFP

Japan Ground Self-Defense Force (JGSDF) battle tanks fire ammunition during a live fire exercise at East Fuiji
Maneuver Area in Gotemba on Saturday (AFp)

WHO backs farmers to grow food instead of tobacco, especially in Africa

Geneva, Switzerland - The
World Health Organization said
on Friday it was helping a grow-
ing number of farmers turn away
from tobacco to help strengthen
food security, particularly in
Africa.

Ahead of World No Tobacco
Day on Wednesday, the WHO
said it had teamed up with other
United Nations agencies to sup-
port farmers wishing to convert
from growing tobacco to growing
food.

The scheme's pilot in Kenya
has proved successful and now

the UN wants to export it to
other countries and continents.

“A record of 349mn people
face acute food insecurity and
that is up from 135mn in 2019,”
Ruediger Krech, the WHO's di-
rector for health promotion, told
reporters in Geneva.

“Then we have 124 countries
which grow tobacco as a cash
crop, covering an estimated
3.2mn hectares of land. Approx-
imately 200,000 hectares of
land are cleared every year for
tobacco crop growing.”

Beyond its effects on the

WHO's director for health promotion Ruediger Krech

health of smokers and farmers,
tobacco growing poses a prob-
lem for food security, according
to the WHO.

The UN health agency is con-
cerned that tobacco companies
are gaining an increasing
foothold in Africa, with a rise of
nearly 20 per cent in tobacco
plantations across the continent
since 2005.

“It is often said that tobacco
farming would be so important
for economic growth. This is a
myth that we urgently need to
dispel,” said Krech.

He said it only accounts for
more than one per cent of gross
domestic product in five coun-
tries: Malawi, Mozambique,
Zimbabwe, Tanzania and North
Macedonia.

"So the profits go to the global
tobacco companies.”

Dependency ‘trap’
The WHO accuses the tobacco
industry of trapping farmersin a
‘cycle of dependency’, giving
them little control over product
prices and quality.

“They're trapped. They need

to repay the debt before they can
discontinue the work for big to-
bacco,” said Krech.

Three UN agencies - the
WHO, the Food and Agriculture
Organization and the World
Food Programme - have set up a
credit programme to help farm-
ers pay off their tobacco industry
debts and change their crop.

The scheme was launched in
Migori county in southwest
Kenya, where 2,040 farmers
have been helped in the first
year.

AFP
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Belgian aid worker held in Iran returns home

Olivier Vandecasteele was
freed in a prisoner exchange

Brussels, Belgium - Belgian aid
worker Olivier Vandecasteele,
who was detained for almost 15
months in Iran, landed in Bel-
gium late on Friday, according
to images broadcast on televi-
sion, after being freed in a pris-
oner exchange.

The 42-year-old Belgian was
greeted by his parents, sister and
other family members on the tar-
mac of the Melsbroek military
base near Brussels following his
release on Friday.

The military plane bringing
him back from Oman landed
shortly after 9:30pm (1930
GMT), according to the images
shown on RTL-TVI channel.

Earlier on Friday, Iran freed
Vandecasteele in a prisoner ex-
change for an Iranian diplomat
convicted of terrorism.

Iran announced that the freed
Iranian is diplomat Assadollah
Assadi, who was jailed in Bel-
gium over a 2018 plot to bomb
an Iranian opposition rally out-
side Paris.

Iran’s Foreign Minister Hos-
sein Amir-Abdollahian tweeted
that Assadi, ‘the innocent diplo-
mat of our country... is now on
his way back to his homeland
and will soon enter our beloved

I[ran’. Both Belgium and Iran
thanked Oman for its role in se-
curing the release.

Belgium has always insisted
that Vandecasteele was inno-
cent and his trial rigged.

‘We do not

abandon anyone’

He was sentenced in January to
40 years in prison and 74 lashes
for ‘espionage’, Tehran's judici-
ary said at the time.

“Olivier spent 455 days in
prison in Tehran in unbearable
conditions. Innocent,” Belgium’s
Prime Minister Alexander De
Croo said, following news of his
release.

“For me, the choice has al-
ways been clear. Olivier's life has
always come first. It's a respon-
sibility that | take upon myself,
that | accept. In Belgium, we do
not abandon anyone,” he added,
without mentioning the prisoner
swap.

Last year, Belgium and Iran
signed a treaty to enable prisoner
swaps.

Wearing a dark suit and train-
ers, visibly slimmed down but
smiling, Vandecasteele emerged
from the plane and was hugged
at length by his waiting relatives.

Freed Belgian aid worker Olivier Vandecasteele embraces family members at Melsbroek military airport north of Brussels, on Friday (AFp)

ALEXANDER DE CROO

He was not expected to make
any immediate public statements.

‘Fostering climate

of impunity’

Critics of the pact have alleged
that the prisoner swap deal
would only encourage Tehran to
take Belgians hostage for use as

bargaining chips to seek the re-
turn of agents like Assadi ar-
rested for terror offences in the
West.

An exiled Iranian opposition
group, the National Council of
Resistance in Iran (NCRI), which
was the target of the 2018 bomb
plot, challenged the treaty in Bel-

gium'’s constitutional court.

The NCRI reacted furiously to
Belgium’s decision on Assadi and
claimed it violated the court's
order that the intended victims of
the bomb plot should be con-
sulted before any prisoner ex-
change took place under the
treaty. “The release of the terror-
ist... is a shameful ransom to ter-
rorism and hostage-taking,” the
group said.

Amnesty International also
said the return of Assadi would
foster a climate of impunity.

But De Croo’s government
said that, to win Vandecasteele's
release, they opted for another
route: invoking a constitutional
clause stipulating that the gov-
ernment, acting under the au-
thority of the king, is in charge of
international relations.

That meant that for ‘the Iran-
ian opposition... we didn't warn
them beforehand’, one govern-
ment official said.

Belgian officials denied that
any ransom was paid.

Assadi was an Iranian diplo-
mat based in Vienna, who was
arrested after passing explosives
to a Belgian-based Iranian couple
who were supposed to travel to
France to bomb an NCRI rally. He
was arrested in Germany as he
tried to return to Austria and ex-
tradited to Belgium where he did
not enjoy diplomatic immunity.
AFP

Spanish bullfighter Gines Marin performs a pass with muleta on a bull during a bullfight during the San Isidro Festival in Madrid on Friday (ArP)

Ambitious Europe-Mideast road
and rail project unveiled in lrag

Baghdad, Iraq - Irag on Saturday
presented an ambitious plan to
turn itself into a regional trans-
portation hub by developing its
road and rail infrastructure, link-
ing Europe with the Gulf and
other Middle East countries.

Once completed, the
US$17bn project known as the
‘Route of Development’ would
span the length of the country,
stretching 1,200km (745 miles)
from the northern border with
Turkey to the Gulf in the south.

Iragi Prime Minister Mo-
hamed Shia al-Sudani an-
nounced the project during a
conference with transport min-
istry representatives from Iran,
Jordan, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, Syria and the
United Arab Emirates.

"We see this project as a pillar
of a sustainable non-oil econ-
omy, a link that serves Iraq's
neighbours and the region, and a

Iragi Prime Minister Mohamed Shia al-Sudani attending a meeting with

transport ministry representatives in Baghdad on Saturday (AFp)

contribution to economic inte-
gration efforts,” Sudani said.
While further discussions are
required, any country that wishes
‘will be able to carry out part of
the project’, the lIraqgi parlia-
ment's transport committee said,
adding that the project could be
completed in ‘three to five years'.
War-ravaged and beset by

rampant corruption, oil-rich Iraqg
suffers from dilapidated infra-
structure. Its roads are in terri-
ble condition and those
connecting the capital Baghdad
to the north cross areas where
Islamic State group remnants
continue to carry out sporadic
attacks.

AFP

Tunisian
guards arrest
suspected IS
militant

Tunis, Tunisia - Tunisia’s national
guard on Friday announced the
arrest of a suspected Islamic
State group member in posses-
sion of explosives who was plan-
ning ‘four simultaneous terrorist
operations' in the country.

The suspect was arrested in
Tunisia’s second city of Sfax on
its eastern coast and was be-
lieved to have been planning the
operations ‘in coordination with
other persons outside Tunisia’,
national guard spokesman
Houcem Eddine Jebabli told AFP.

He appeared before the
counterterrorism court which
remanded him in custody, Je-
babli said, adding he was 'a fol-
lower’ of IS, without providing
further details.

Tunisia has bolstered secu-
rity measures since a May 9 at-
tack on a synagogue on the
resort island of Djerba killed five
people during an annual Jewish
pilgrimage.

AFP

Al-Shabaab strikes
African Union army
base in Somalia

Mogadishu, Somalia - Al-
Shabaab fighters raided an
African Union military base
housing Ugandan troops in
Somalia on Friday, triggering a
fierce gun battle.

It was not immediately
known if there were any casu-
alties in the attack, which was
claimed by the Al-Qaeda-
linked militant group.

A car laden with explosives
was driven into the base in
Bulo Marer, 120km (75 miles)
southwest of the capital Mo-
gadishu, leading to a gunfight,
local residents and a Somali
military commander told AFP.

Pro-government  forces
backed by the AU force known
as ATMIS launched an offen-
sive last August against Al-
Shabaab, which has been
waging an insurgency in the
fragile Horn of Africa nation
for more than 15 years.

ATMIS said the Bulo Marer

camp came under attack at
5am by Al-Shabaab militants
‘using Vehicle Borne Impro-

vised Explosive Devices
(VBIEDs) and suicide
bombers’. “Reinforcements

from ATMIS' Aviation Unit
and allies managed to destroy
weapons in possession of the
withdrawing Al-Shabaab mili-
tants,” it said in a statement.

The attack targeted Ugan-
dan soldiers stationed in So-
malia as part of ATMIS,
Uganda Peoples’ Defence
Forces spokesman Felix Ku-
layigye said in a statement,
adding that the military was
‘cross checking' details.

The 20,000-strong ATMIS
force has a more offensive
remit than its predecessor
known as AMISOM. The force
is drawn from Uganda, Bu-
rundi, Djibouti, Ethiopia and
Kenya.

AFP

Erdoganis ‘family’ in Turkey’s
conservative heartland Bayburt

Bayburt, Turkey - Old Fiat cars
and yellow tulips dot the eastern
Turkish town of Bayburt, the
heart of President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan’s ultra-loyal conserva-
tive base that is ready to extend
his two-decade rule to 2028.

Betraying a serene calm hang-
ing over the picturesque province
of the same name, Bayburt voters
roared into life for Erdogan in the
first round of Turkey's presiden-
tial election on May 14.

Almost 80 per cent of the
electors there plumped for Erdo-
gan, his highest vote share in a
single province, helping him win
49,5 per cent of the national bal-
lot and become a strong favourite
in Sunday's runoff vote.

“Getting to know the heart of
Bayburt is getting to know
Turkey,” said Orhan Ates, a
newly elected MP for Erdogan'’s
ruling Islamic-rooted AKP party
in the parallel parliamentary vote.

"“Are you ready to re-elect our
president?” he asks passers-by,
greeting men holding Islamic

Men sit outside a traditional Turkish tea house at Bayburt city centre,

north-east Turkey, on May 23 (AFp)

prayer beads with a knowing nod.

A 47-year-old eye doctor,
Ates holds impromptu appoint-
ments with patients in the street,
issuing a prescription on a crum-
pled piece of paper to one man
wearing worn-out shoes.

“| started as a shoe shiner, |
became a medicine professor.
People see themselves in me, like

we see ourselves in Erdogan,”
whose family originates from
neighbouring Rize province, Ates
told AFP. Erdogan ‘talks to every-
one, not just to the elites’, he said.

‘Big family’

“We're a big family here and Er-
dogan is a part of it. He's as solid
as our castle,” said provincial AKP

official Haci Ali Polat, referring to
a centuries-old fortress towering
over the town. Residents who
spoke to AFP said they stayed
faithful to Erdogan because he re-
pelled attacks by foreign powers,
just as Bayburt fought Russian in-
vaders in the 19th century.

“We are nationalist and con-
servative and we love Erdogan,”
enthused Bedirhan Bayen, a 26-
year-old university graduate
speaking from his father's shop.

“"What people want is a strong
leader,” he said, admitting he
would have liked a ‘'new face' but
judging secular opposition leader
Kemal Kilicdaroglu as ‘weak'.

Muhammed Emre Teymur
works in the construction indus-
try - a sector that enjoyed an un-
precedented boom  under
Erdogan - and refuses to see
Turkey's raging economic crisis
as a reason to abandon the pres-
ident. “Erdogan has produced his
own ships, his own weapons, his
own planes,” he said.

AFP
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Seven CMs skip Niti Aayog meeting

Prime Minister Narendra Modi chaired the 8th governing council meeting of Niti Aayog on Saturday

New Delhi - Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Saturday
chaired the eighth governing
council meeting of the Niti
Aayog.

Themed on ‘Viksit Bharat
@2047:Role of Team India’, the
meeting was held at the new
Convention Centre in the na-
tional capital's Pragati Maidan.
As the chairman of NITI Aayog,
Modi presided over the meeting,
which deliberated on issues re-
lated to health, skill develop-
ment, women empowerment
and infrastructure development,
‘with an aim to make India a de-
veloped nation by 2047

Chief Ministers of several
States participated in the coun-
cil meeting that was attended
by Home Minister Amit Shah,
Finance  Minister  Nirmala
Sitharaman and Defence Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh

Chhattisgarh CM Bhupesh
Baghel, Andhra Pradesh CM
Jagan Mohan Reddy, Jharkhand
CM Hemant Soren, Arunachal
Pradesh CM Pema Khandu,
Maharashtra CM Eknath Shinde
were seen at the meeting.

“Eight prominent themes will

Union ministers, Lieutenant Governors and CMs of different States attend the 8th Governing Council meeting of Niti Aayog chaired by Prime

Minister Narendra Modi, at the new Convention Centre of Pragati Maidan in New Delhi on Saturday (ANI

be discussed during the day-
long meeting including (i) Viksit
Bharat@2047, (i) Thrust on
MSMEs, (iii) Infrastructure and
Investments, (iv) Minimising
Compliances, (v) Women Em-

powerment, (vi) Health and Nu-
trition, (vii) Skill Development,
and (viii) Gati Shakti for area
development and social infra-
structure,” the NITI Aayog
stated ahead of the meeting.

“The meeting will see the
participation of chief minis-
ters/Lt Governors of all States
and Union Territories, Union
ministers as ex-officio mem-
bers, and the vice chairman and

members of NITI Aayog”, it
stated.

As a preparatory prelude to
the meeting, the second Chief
Secretaries Conference was
held in January 2023, where

these themes were extensively
discussed.

“Wide-ranging stakeholder
consultations and brainstorm-
ing sessions with subject ex-
perts, academia and
practitioners were held prior to
the conference in order to gain

well-rounded grassroots-level
perspectives,” it said.

The NITI Aayog further said:
“This meeting is also being held
in the backdrop of India's G20
Presidency. India's G20 motto
‘One Earth, One Family, One Fu-
ture’ conveys its civilisational
values and its vision of the role
of each country in creating the
future of our planet.”

"“In order to achieve this vi-

sion, the meeting would provide
a platform for strengthening
Centre-State cooperation and
forging partnerships for achiev-
ing the goal of Viksit Bharat
@2047."

Seven  chief  ministers-
Arvind Kejriwal of Delhi, Bhag-

want Mann of Punjab, Mamata
Banerjee of West Bengal, K
Chandrashekar Rao of Telan-
gana, Ashok Gehlot of Ra-
jasthan, Nitish Kumar of Bihar
and Pinarayi Vijayan of Kerala
did not attend the meeting of
the Niti Aayog. Chief Minister of
Tamil Nadu, who is on a visit to
Japan and Singapore, was also
not present at the meeting.

ANI

Terror conspiracy case: NIA raids multiple locations in Madhya Pradesh’s Jabalpur

New Delhi - The National In-
vestigation Agency (NIA) on
Saturday conducted raids at 13
locations in Madhya Pradesh'’s
Jabalpur in its ongoing probe
into a terror conspiracy case.
The case is linked to the
Bhopal terror funding, involving
the proscribed organisation, Ja-
maat-ul-Mujahideen

Bangladesh (JMB). The raids
are still underway at the prem-
ises of the suspects, based on
specific inputs, said a source
privy to the development.

NIA's  multiple teams
launched the raids early on
Saturday in close coordina-
tion with the Madhya Pradesh
Police.

The fresh raids were car-
ried out just two days after the
anti-terror agency on May 25
searched two locations in
Uttar Pradesh in the Bhopal
terror funding case involving
JMB.

The raids then aimed to ex-
pose further links and conspir-
acies of the 10 already arrested,

accused and charge-sheeted in
the case by NIA Court, Bhopal.
Six of the accused are
Bangladeshi nationals and are
active JMB cadres.

They had entered India ille-
gally, without any valid docu-
ments, and had acquired false
and forged Indian identity doc-
uments with the help of their

Karnataka cabinet expanded; Byregowda,
H K Patil, Rajanna among 24 new ministers

Bengaluru, Karnataka - The Kar-
nataka Cabinet was expanded
on Saturday with new ministers
taking the oath of office.

Among those who were
sworn in by Governor Thawar
Chand Gehlot were N Rajanna,
Dinesh Gundu Rao, Sharan-
abasappa Darshanapur, Shiv-
anand Patil, H K Patil, Krishna
Byregowda, N Chalu-
varayaswamy, K Venkatesh-
take, Dr H C Mahadevappa, and
Eshwar Khandre.

The Congress party on Friday
released a list of 24 legislators
who were to be sworn in as min-

Karnataka Governor Thawar Chand Gehlot with newly-sworn in ministers in Bengaluru on Saturday (ann

isters in the Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah-led government on
Saturday. With this, the Cabinet
will reach its full strength of 34.

The new ministers took oath
in the presence of Siddaramaiah

and his deputy D K Shivakumar.

Meanwhile, the supporters of
Karnataka Congress leader
Rudrappa Lamani staged a
protest outside the Karnataka
Pradesh Congress Committee

(KPCC) office demanding a

ministerial post for the leader.
Siddaramaiah took oath as

the chief minister on May 2,

along with D K Shivakumar.

ANI

sympathisers in India, accord-
ing to the NIA.

Wednesday's searches at
the premises of various sus-
pects led to the seizure of sev-
eral digital devices (mobile
phones), SIM cards, bank pass-
books and identity documents.

The documents, currently
under examination, relate to

the transfer of funds by the
accused.

NIA investigations have re-
vealed that all the 10 accused
were involved in influencing,
radicalising and motivating vul-
nerable Indian Muslim youth to
take up violence against the
democratic system of gover-
nance in the country.

“They had been circulating
incriminating literature, inflam-
matory videos and statements
(Bayans,) and endorsing, justi-
fying and glorifying the terrorist
acts of the various banned or-
ganisations, including JMB, Al-
Qaeda and the Taliban,” said
the NIA.

ANI

People walk along a street as rain falls in Kolkata on Friday (AFp)

Pakistan’s rulers close ranks in crackdown on Khan

Islamabad, Pakistan - With mili-
tary courts, intimidation of the
press and mass arrests, Pak-
istan's rulers are seeking to de-
stroy former prime minister
Imran Khan's support ahead of
elections, analysts say.

Khan's brief arrest earlier this
month sparked days of street
protests freighted with anger at
the powerful army perceived to
have orchestrated his downfall.

Islamabad has labelled the vi-
olence ‘anti-state’, justifying
huge roundups and the revival of
army courts to try civilians who
targeted government and mili-
tary  buildings.  Journalists,
lawyers and activists in Khan's
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
party report campaigns of intim-
idation and influence which they
blame on the ‘establishment’, a
euphemism for the military back-
ing the civilian government.

“They want to make it clear to

Security personnel escort a vehicle carrying Imran Khan as he arrives to

appear before an anti-terrorism court in Islamabad on May 23 (AFpP)

Imran Khan that he can't fight
with the establishment,” said an-
alyst Hasan Askari. “By exerting
pressure in different ways, they
are trying to put the politicians in
their place.”

Quashing opposition
Since Khan was ousted last year

in a parliamentary no-confidence
vote, he has levelled unprece-
dented critique at the military -
long-regarded as Pakistan's
powerbrokers who analysts say
backed his rise to power in 2018.

Pakistan's most popular politi-
cian has been tangled in dozens
of legal cases he claims are fab-

ricated to quash the PTI and bar
him from contesting elections
due this autumn. In the days fol-
lowing the protests, more than a
dozen of his senior leadership
were repeatedly arrested and re-
leased on allegations of instigat-
ing the violence.

In press conferences after
being freed, some of his closest
aides condemned the violence
and announced they were part-
ing ways with Khan.

“They have put everyone in
jail,” Khan complained in an ad-
dress. “If you say the magic
words, ‘We are no longer in PTI,
then you will be released.”

Thousands of rank-and-file
supporters have also been
rounded up under the anti-ter-
rorism act.

In Khan's power base in the
eastern city of Lahore, a grass-
roots PTI supporter said her son
was arrested after protesting

peacefully.

"It was clear that he had been
beaten and was visibly scared,”
the housewife told AFP on con-
dition of anonymity.

“He hasn't set foot outside the
house since then. He's received
calls from unknown numbers
warning him that he's being
watched.”

Amnesty International said
‘overly broad and vague anti-ter-
rorism provisions'’ are being used
and ‘a pall of fear hangs over
Khan's supporters following the
arbitrary arrests of many opposi-
tion leaders'.

"It is a familiar story. A politi-
cal party, thinking it can take on
the country's all-powerful estab-
lishment, crosses a red line and
quickly finds itself losing a ruth-
less, one-sided war of attrition,”
said an editorial in the Dawn
newspaper.

AFP

Man opened Asiana plane
door ‘to get off quickly’

Seoul, South Korea - A man
who opened an emergency
exit on an Asiana Airlines
flight in mid-air felt ‘suffo-
cated’ and wanted to get off
quickly, South Korean police
said on Saturday.

The plane was carrying
nearly 200 passengers as it
approached the runway on
Friday at Daegu International
Airport, about 240km (149
miles) southeast of Seoul, on a
domestic flight.

When the plane was
around 200 metres (650 feet)
above ground, the man who
police said was in his 30s
without providing further de-
tails, opened the exit door.

The passenger was taken in
by Daegu police for question-
ing and told officers he had

been ‘under stress after losing
a job recently’. "He felt the
flight was taking longer than it
should have been and felt suf-
focated inside the cabin,” said
a Daegu police detective. “"He
wanted out quickly”.

The passenger faces up to
10 years in prison for violating
aviation safety laws.

A video clip shot by a
nearby passenger showed
wind ripping through the open
door, with fabric seat-backs
and passengers' hair flapping
wildly as some people shouted
in surprise. Another video
shared on social media
showed passengers sitting in
the emergency exit row next
to an open door being buffeted
by strong winds.

AFP
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CROSSWORD

12 13 ACROSS

1) Respond to a stimulus

6) Spoiled child

10) "Ahem" alternative

21

14) Boredom

15) Bulgarian bucks

16) Nix from Nixon, once

17) Close call
18) "Your turn”

K

19) Rental on a golf course

2
29 30
33

20) Last of a quartet to sink
a putt?

[ 23) "Comprende?"
| 24) Altar avowal

43

25) Bad day for Caesar
26) Turkish honorific (var.)

5
3
34 35 36
46
51 52 53

S7

147
[
!
59

149
28) Disney's Pete, for one

31) Auto highlights

33) Gasoline component

37) Snack with white filling

38) Tries to strengthen

one's seabird?

42)"_and the King of Siam"

43) Confiscate, as property

2 8 8 B8

| 44) Computer screen lines

| 46) High and mighty

50) Hardly a genius 12) Decoration for a newly- 57) Bar or bat mitzvah 59) Overabundance
51) Lunch-break stop wed's car 58) Gangland guns 61) Towel holder
54) Seafood selection 13) Shopper's bag

NOTE PAD

55) Down with the flu 21) Boxer, for one
22) "Alikely story!"
27) Hidden cave

29) Smooth, in music

56) Slowing antelopes?
60) Pinocchio, at times

62) Tennessee's state

flower 30) Ordinal-number suffix
63) Auto option 31) Makes aware

64) "What's gotten _ you?" 32) Very long stretch

65) Camping gear 34) Balaam's mount

66) Student getting one-on- 35) Big Apple inits.

8) Declares as true

| <

9) Jam-filled pastry 52) Barely making (with

one help 36) "That's so cool!"

67) Made better, as cheddar 38) Disturber of the peace

68) Units of work 39) Making possible

69) Back in the water? 40) Expose to the sun - - s b

DOWN 41) Amscrayed R M AR

) Use FedEx again 45) Flow's companion 1 S|A|N|E

2) Create, as a cryptogram 47) More than richly deco- v T|S

3) Digital precursor rated 1 P All

4) Restore to health 48) Perfonner on the road = £ 5 b

5) Needing overtime 49) All-too-agreeable fel- “r 'k ; 2 :j

6) Red Cross supply lows ‘olrla R

7) Musical show 51) Risk taker e i'

M| P A

c
1
E
R

o|m«|2Z|m

10) Common pipe material, “out”) FlalL
briefly 53) Grocery shoppers' aids "il B|E
11) Beach 55) Hip bones Blolp

ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19

Having lots of charm is nothing new for you, especially today when you
will be bubbling over with thoughtful remarks and flattery that's just
subdued enough to be convincing. All of this charm is bouncing back to
you and helping you keep a positive attitude. You won"t be sweating any
of the small stuff. Flaky or annoying people won't be able to get you
down. You'll just give them a smile and keep going on your merry way.

It's a great day for negotiations.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20

Cutting back on your shopping list of "must haves" is never a fun thing to
do. It doesn't feel good to deprive yourself of things you really want! But
you do need to restrict yourself right now. The more indulgent you are
now, the more you'll regret it later. Something that could change your life
is coming soon, but you'll need some cash in order to get in on it. You
don't want to miss out on this big opportunity, so save up so that you can

be ready.

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21

In a troubled relationship, your smallest efforts today can help you both
overcome whatever big obstacles are standing in your way. It all starts
with honesty. Say what you really feel and don't be afraid to be
vulnerable with this person, whoever they are. Whether you're
confessing something to a coworker, baring your heart to a partner, or
confiding a deep, dark secret to a sibling, you can't hold anything back. If

you're going to trust them, you've got to trust them all the way.

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22

You've been telling everyone about the new projects you want to start,
and everyone has been wonderfully supportive. But today they might
start to get impatient. Where are all of these big ideas you were going
to make into reality? It's time to get going and put your energy into
fulfilling your promises. It's a great day to initiate things anyway, so
take advantage of it. Put things in motion! If you don't do it today, you

run the very real risk of getting a reputation for being flaky.

DAILY

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22

Everyone who thinks you're cool is going to let you know today! Accept
compliments graciously, because there will be a ton of them. Whether
it's complimenting you on your new look, that recent touchdown you
made at work, or just the fact that you're a fantastic person, the people
you encounter today are going to love giving you love. But try not to let
it go to your head. Vanity is certainly nothing to be ashamed of, but it's

something to indulge in with careful consideration.

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22

Quality time is more important than ever today, and you should be
willing to do just about whatever it takes to experience it whenever you
can, especially in terms of travel. Now might be the time to use up
those frequent flyer miles you've been saving. Why not upgrade
yourself to first class? You deserve it, so why not? After all those years
of doing without and saving your pennies, today is a day to indulge a

little and make yourself more comfortable.

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22

A social opportunity will offer just what you've been looking for: new
connections! Whether you're looking to add a few more names to your
contact list or more contacts to your career search, you will find all the
people you need at this swinging social event. Play it cool and don't let
them know that you're counting on them to add some excitement to
your life, because they're counting on you to add more excitement to

theirs! You'll both win in this situation.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21

The relationship you've been building with one of your newest friends is
getting so intense that you're starting to look like twins joined at the hip!
Before you lose all sense of your own identity, you need to step away
from them for a while and remind people that you are your own person.
There is no harm in being seen as closely aligned with this person, but
you need to maintain some sense of your own individuality. Just slow

things down. Why not cut back your socializing to once a week?

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER21
Are you still trying to persuade someone to agree with you? You can't
obligate people to go along with something you want. Unless, of course,
you show them that you're willing to do the same for them in return. This
is a day for bargaining, so you'll need to get ready to give stuff up in T E S T Y O U R
order to get stuff in return. Need a loan? Work out an interest payment.
Need someone's time? Cook them dinner, maybe a romantic one! Being

in someone's debt doesn't have to be unpleasant.

01. Where are the Nicobar Is-
lands?
A.Mediterranean Sea

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19

Instead of being annoyed by all of the eccentric energy that's abundant in B. Pacific Ocean

C. Atlantic Ocean
D. Indian Ocean

your day, you are going to be inspired by it. Not knowing exactly what's
going to happen next will spark your creativity and help you start a few

new social endeavors you've been contemplating for so long. It might be

time to join that club, check out that nightclub, or explore a new
02. It was released as a video

game in 1994, was restruc-
tured as a subscription-based
MMORPG in 2004, and in Feb-
ruary 2012 had more than 10
million subscribers. Which is

neighborhood that's supposed to be great for people watching. You've

got the right attitude to discover something new.

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18

The marriages and births in your family add special energy to those regular

family get-togethers, and it's an awful lot of fun to spend time getting to it?

know your group's newest members. But at an upcoming family event, you A. Star Wars: the Old Republic
should spend less time with the new relatives and more time with the older B. Warcraft

relatives. There is great value in relationships like these. Enjoy the instant C. EVE Online

understanding and unconditional love that comes from someone who has

D. Final Fantasy

known you all your life. It's something you should savor together.

03. What is the name for a nat-

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20

ural satellite that orbits a
Your growing feelings for someone are helping you overlook their

planet?
imperfections, which is good. No one is perfect, and it's totally

) ) ) A. Moon
appropriate for you to focus on their good points. But be careful not to
o ) B. Townshend
cross over that fine line into illusion. They are who they are, and while .
- ) C. Entwhistle

you care about them, you can't ignore that fact. There is no reason to

D. Daltry

worry, but you just have to understand that not everyone sees this

V'€ 9°¢ 4’| siomsuy

person the way you do, and that's okay.

KIDS

LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1to 9 and
only one instance of each number

O

7

2

Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by
linking adjacent letters - to the left,
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal
to each other. The Boggles Classic
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words
are valued at one point for each
letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one
point, a four letter word is worth
two points, and so on. Valid words
must be at least three letters long.
Solution 20-25 words:
Excellent, 15-20 words: Very
good, 10-15 words: Good,

5-10 words: Average

e
1
7

N
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N \O|= |00

S

ANSWER

You have three minutes to find
all the words contained in this
word.

Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don't count
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CONCLUSION

Haaland picks
up Premier
League
player and

young player
prizes

London, United Kingdom - Erling
Haaland became the first man to
win both Premier League player
and young player of the year
awards in the same season on
Saturday.

The 22-year-old has taken
just 35 appearances to set a new
Premier League record of 36
goals in a single season to help
Manchester City retain the title.

“l am honoured to have be-
come the first player to win both
awards in the same season -
thank you to everyone who voted
for me,” said Haaland in a City
statement.

"It has been an incredible first
season in the Premier League
and lifting the trophy last week-
end in front of our fans at the Eti-
had was a very special moment
for me."

The Norwegian, who was also
named the football writers’
player of the year this week, has

Erling Haaland

the manager and all of
the staff at the club who help me
perform on the pitch

scored 52 goals in all competi-
tions as City close in on a treble.

Pep Guardiola's men face
Manchester United in the FA
Cup final and Inter Milan in the
Champions League final next
month.

“These awards would not

have been possible without my
amazing teammates, the man-
ager and all of the staff at the
club who help me perform on the
pitch,” added Haaland.

“Now we have two more fi-
nals to go and we want to finish
the season strong.”

Replacing Busquetsis key to
Barca success next season: Xavi

Barcelona, Spain - Barcelona
coach Xavi Hernandez said Sat-
urday it was key for his side to re-
place the departing Sergio
Busquets if they want to com-
pete for silverware next season.

The 34-year-old pivot is leav-
ing at the end of the season after
making over 700 appearances
for the club, winning three
Champions Leagues and nine La
Liga titles.

“"We have to find this piece, if
we want to compete well next
year, we have to find it,” Xavi told
reporters ahead of Busquets'
final home game, on Sunday
against Real Mallorca in La Liga.

“For me it's fundamental as a
coach. Busquets has been funda-
mental for us, and very important
in winning the Spanish Super
Cup and La Liga this year.

"“A player who has been so im-
portant for us, on and off the
pitch, is leaving, so we have to
find a very important player to
replace Busquets.

“For me, it's the key to com-
peting next year.”

Barcelona have been linked
with several players, including
Real Sociedad midfielder Martin
Zubimendi, but the Catalans are

Barcelona coach Xavi (L) with Sergio Busquets

still struggling financially and
may be limited to cheaper op-
tions.

Along with Busquets, Jordi
Alba is also leaving the club in
the summer, and fans have sold
out the clash with Mallorca to
give them a warm farewell, as
well as the stadium itself.

Sunday's match is the last to
take place at Camp Nou before it

is rebuilt, with Barcelona set to
play in the city’'s Olympic sta-
dium in Montjuic next season.

“Tomorrow (we are) saying
goodbye to Camp Nou, which is
a lot of years of history, passion,
emotions, great games, it will be
an emotional day,” continued
Xavi.

“Add to that Busquets and
Alba's goodbye, and it's extra

motivation for us to play a great
game, to show our best, for fans
to come to the stadium and have
an excellent goodbye.”

Xavi said his favourite Camp
Nou memory was his own good-
bye, in 2015, after the team won
the treble, and that it would be
sad to play at the stadium in its
current guise for the last time.
AFP

Celtic sign off
in style with
Aberdeen
thrashing

Glasgow, United Kingdom -
Celtic bounced back from a
three-game winless run to thrash
Aberdeen 5-0 on Saturday on
the day they lifted the Scottish
Premiership trophy.

Kyogo Furuhashi and Oh
Hyeon-gyu both scored twice as
the Hoops warmed up for next
weekend's Scottish Cup final,
where they could complete a do-
mestic treble against Inverness
Caledonian Thistle.

Celtic boss Ange Postecoglou
has been linked with the vacant
managerial post at Tottenham
and his side showed why the
Australian is in demand.

Postecoglou has won four of
the five trophies available during
his time at Celtic Park.

The Scottish champions were
more like their old selves after
coming off the boil since sealing
the title earlier this month.

“Champions again because of
this incredible group of players,”
said Postecoglou. “We've got
one more to go (in the cup final)
because we never stop.”

Furuhashi  produced two
predatory finishes in the space of
five first half minutes to put
Celtic in command.

Everton will be without Dominic Calvert-Lewin (R), but they can

ensure survival with a victory Bournemouth at home

Everton, Leicester
and Leeds at risk on
Premier League's
survival Sunday

London, United Kingdom - The
battle for Premier League sur-
vival is the main event of Sun-
day’s final day of the season as
Everton, Leicester and Leeds
face a nerve-wracking scrap to
avoid relegation.

The two clubs who join al-
ready-relegated Southampton
in the second tier will be
pushed to the financial
precipice, with sports business
experts Deloitte estimating
that a season of Premier
League football is worth up to
£170 million ($210 million).

Everton can ill-afford that
hit with the Toffees already
seeking external investment
just to be able to complete the
club’s new stadium.

They are the one side in full
control of their own fate as vic-
tory at home to Bournemouth
will extend their stay in the top
flight to 70 years.

However, Sean Dyche's
men have won just once in 10
games and will be without tal-
ismanic  striker ~ Dominic
Calvert-Lewin to offer Leices-
ter and Leeds hope.

“We want the players to
focus on the game,” said
Dyche on Friday. “It's not as
easy as it sounds but that's the
idea: focus on what's going on
the pitch and don't worry
about all the noise.

“Don't worry about all the
rumours, don't worry about
anything that's going on off the
pitch.”

Leicester’s fall

If fourth bottom Everton fail to
win, third bottom Leicester can
survive by beating West Ham
at home thanks to their supe-
rior goal difference.

Seven years ago, the Foxes
were celebrating the most un-
likely of title triumphs.

That kicked off a glorious
era as they finished fifth in
back-to-back seasons in
2019/20 and 2020/21 and
won the FA Cup for the first
time just two years ago under
Brendan Rodgers.

Many believed a squad
boasting the talents of James
Maddison, Youri Tielemans
and Harvey Barnes was too

good to go down.

But the fairytale has turned
into a nightmare this season as
Rodgers bemoaned a lack of
investment to refresh the
squad before he was sacked in
April. Dean Smith has been un-
able to mastermind a turn-
around in fortunes with just
one win in his seven games in
charge.

“We have to win the game
and not look at the Everton re-
sult until after the game,” said
Smith. “We have to do our job
and see where it takes us.”

Second bottom Leeds need
a miracle to avoid the end of
their three-season stay in the

top-flight.
Victory over Tottenham at
Elland Road will only be

enough for Leeds boss Sam Al-
lardyce to pull off another
great escape if Everton lose

until
after the
game
DEAN SMITH

and Leicester fail to win.

Should Everton manage
even adraw, Leeds will need to
beat Tottenham by three goals
to surpass them on goal differ-
ence.

“| just hope that we're talk-
ing on a very positive nature on
Monday morning and | have a
hangover!" Allardyce said on
the possibility he could remain
at the club beyond his care-
taker role till the end of the
season.

Tottenham’s result could
have a bearing on the only
other issue yet to be resolved -
qualification for next season’s
Europa Conference League.

Aston Villa are in pole posi-
tion and will secure a return to
Europe for the first time in 13
years with victory over
Brighton.

AFP

Ex-FIFA vice-president Reynald Temarii charged over 2022 World Cup vote

Paris, France - FIFA's disgraced
former vice-president Reynald
Temarii of Tahiti has been
charged with corruption by
French prosecutors probing
Qatar's 2022 World Cup bid
process.

The charge, the first to emerge
from the years-long investigation,
is for passive corruption and was
confirmed by France's financial
crimes prosecutors (PNF).

Temarii is a former president
of the Oceania Football Confed-
eration (OFC).

But he was forced out in 2010
after being implicated in a vote-
selling scandal during an under-
cover newspaper sting before the
controversial awarding to Qatar
of last year's football showpiece.

Temarii was banned for a year
by FIFA on November 17, 2010,
ruling him out of the infamous
December 2 vote at FIFA's head-
quarters in Zurich.

The OFC were entitled to or-
ganise someone to vote in his
place, with the first of their votes
designated for Australia then if

Reynald Temarii

ruling
him out of the
infamous De-
cember 2 vote

necessary to the United States,
the favourites for the 2022 stag-
ing rights over Qatar.

But Temarii appealed his ban
on the night of November 30,
having initially accepted his sus-
pension. His appeal, as per FIFA
rules, deprived the OFC of a vote
on December 2, with Qatar even-
tually winning the ballot over the
USA 14-8.

The French investigation, set
up in 2019, was particularly inter-
ested in a meeting at the Elysee
Palace in Paris on November 23,
2010, just over a week before the
vote, between then French Presi-
dent Nicolas Sarkozy, Qatari

prince Tamim ben Hamad al-
Thani - who became Emir in 2013
- and UEFA president at the time
Michel Platini who subsequently
voted for Qatar.

Temarii was hit with a sepa-
rate eight year ban in 2015 for re-
ceiving 300,000 euros to cover
his legal expenses for his 2010
appeal from former FIFA execu-
tive member Mohamed bin
Hammam, a key player in secur-
ing the World Cup for his home
country, Qatar.

AFP
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Paris, France - Novak Djokovic
will bid for a record-breaking
23rd Grand Slam title at a French
Open without his old rival Rafael
Nadal for the first time since
2004, while Iga Swiatek at-
tempts to become the first
woman to defend the title in 16
years.

Serbian veteran Djokovic will
not be the favourite for the title,
though, after struggling with an
elbow injury and failing to get
past the quarter-finals in any of
his three clay-court events so far
this season.

Carlos Alcaraz won the
Barcelona and Madrid Opens en
route to taking over from
Djokovic as world number one,
while Daniil Medvedev is seeded
second for Roland Garros after
his maiden clay triumph in Rome.

But Djokovic will know this is
a massive opportunity to break
out of his tie with 14-time French
Open winner Nadal at the top of
the all-time list of most men's
Slam singles titles.

The two-time champion has
lost eight of his 10 French Open
meetings with Nadal who is
missing this year's edition due to
a hip injury he suffered at the
Australian Open.

Djokovic and Alcaraz are
seeded to meet in the semi-finals
after being placed in the same
half of the draw.

“| felt bad when | hear that
Rafa was not able to play here in
Roland Garros,” said Alcaraz on
Friday.

"I always want to watch the

Novak Djokovic

I felt part of meis

leaving with him too, It made
me think about my career and
how long I'm going to play

BECKONS

Djokovic eyes record-breaking 23rd Grand Slam at French Open as Swiatek launches title defence

best players in the world playing
the tournaments.”

The 36-year-old Djokovic may
also have to get past Monte Carlo
Masters champion Andrey
Rublev in the quarters.

The other side of the draw ap-
pears wide open, with in-form
Medvedev the highest seed de-

spite never having previously got
past the quarter-finals on the
Paris clay.

The Russian lost in the first
round on each of his first four vis-
its before making the quarters in
2021.

“l also don't want to put too
much pressure on myself, in a

way,” said Medvedev.

"But what happened in Rome
was amazing, especially beating
a lot of good players.”

Danish  youngster Holger
Rune, who made a surprise run to
last year's quarter-finals, could
face Casper Ruud in the last eight
in a rematch of a bad-tempered

meeting 12 months ago.

Ruud went on to be thrashed
in the final by Nadal and also lost
the US Open showpiece match to
Alcaraz.

But the Norwegian world
number four has struggled for
form this year, only reaching the
quarters in two of the 10 tourna-
ments he has played.

Stefanos Tsitsipas, who lost
the 2021 final to Djokovic after
being two sets up, will be among
the likely contenders but has not
won a title yet this term - the
longest he has had to wait for a
trophy in a season since 2018.

New ‘big three’?

The winner of the women'’s sin-
gles is expected to be one of the
trio of reigning champion Swiatek,
Australian Open winner Aryna
Sabalenka and Elena Rybakina.

They have won the last four
Grand Slam titles between them
and at least one of them has fea-
tured in every WTA 1000 final
this season.

Swiatek, who turns 22 during
the tournament, will be the
favourite as she chases a third
Roland Garros triumph and a first
successful women'’s title defence
since Justine Henin won her third
French Open in arow in 2007.

The Polish star retired from
her Italian Open quarter-final
against Rybakina with a thigh in-
jury but trained at Roland Garros
on Wednesday. “Luckily nothing
serious happened, so | had couple
of days off,” she said Friday.

AFP

Elina Svitolina

Svitolina reaches
first final asmum
in Strasbourg

Strasbourg, France - Former
world number three Elina Svi-
tolina reached her first WTA final
since becoming a mother last
year, beating France's Clara Burel
in three sets on Friday in Stras-
bourg.

The Ukrainian, who returned
to action last month after more
than a year away, came from be-
hind to defeat Burel 4-6, 7-5, 6-3
and set up a title decider with
Anna Blinkova of Russia.

Svitolina, the Strasbourg
championin 2020, was a set and
4-1down before fighting back to
make her first tour-level final
since winning the last of her 16
career titles in Chicago two years
ago.

She stepped back from tennis
in March 2022, in a year which
was traumatic for the 28-year-
old because of the war in her na-
tive Ukraine.

Svitolina has dropped to
508th in the world but will play

is going
to go to the kids
of Ukraine

at the French Open, where she is
a three-time quarter-finalist,
using a protected ranking.

Blinkova is seeking her second
title following a 6-2, 6-2 win over
American Lauren Davis in the
other semi-final in Strasbourg.

Svitolina also announced that
she will be donating her winnings
from this tournament in support
of humanitarian aid for Ukrainian
children.

"l would like to share this en-
ergy with Ukraine, with my
homeland," she said.

Dimitrov to face Jarry in Geneva final

Geneva, Switzerland - Bulgaria's
Grigor Dimitrov will face gi-
antkiller Nicolas Jarry in the
Geneva Open final on Saturday
after the Chilean downed
Alexander Zverev in the semis to
spoil his French Open prepara-
tions. Dimitrov, the world num-
ber 33, overturned the odds in
Friday's last four when he beat
US second seed Taylor Fritz 3-6,
7-5,7-6 (7/2) in a contest with
the world number nine that
lasted nearly three hours.

But Jarry, ranked 54, pulled off
an upset of his own by beating
Zverev 7-6 (7/3), 6-3.

It was a second straight scalp
for Jarry, who knocked out top
seed and world number four
Casper Ruud, the 2021and 2022
defending champion, in the quar-
ter-finals on Thursday.

Zverev has reached the
French Open semi-finals twice in
a row but the German world
number 27 will need to be on
much better form next week in
Paris if he is maintain that streak.

Dimitrov, a former Wimble-
don, Australian and US Open
semi-finalist, said his contest

Grigor Dimitrov

with Fritz on the Parc des Eaux-
Vives clay had been a “crazy
match”. “These past two days
I've spent a lot of hours on the
court. That's a great thing. I'm
very pleased with the way |
fought. Let's go out tomorrow
again,” he said. “The job isn't
over. It's another step forward. |

don't take these matches lightly:
| came this week with a purpose.
| intend to finish it up till the end.”

Dimitrov, 32, is into his first
final since losing to Roger Fed-
erer in Rotterdam 2018. The last
of his eight titles came when he
won the ATP Finals on his debut
in 2017.

Verstappen back on top in Monaco
but demands more from Red Bull

Monaco, Principality of Monaco
- Max Verstappen resumed nor-
mal service on Friday when he
topped the times for Red Bull and
then demanded more perform-
ance from his team ahead of Sat-
urday'’s crucial qualifying session
at the Monaco Grand Prix.

The defending double world
champion struggled with his car
in the opening practice, as he
complained of “bottoming out”
on his way to sixth, but he
bounced back in the afternoon to
go fastest ahead of Charles
Leclerc's Ferrari.

“The second practice was

much better,” said Verstappen,
who leads team-mate Sergio
Perez by 14 points in this year's
title race. “The car felt much
more competitive.

“"Compared to Ferrari, we are
still a bit short in terms of how the
car behaves on the kerbs and
over the bumps and that's some-
thing we have to work on for to-
morrow because they are very
close.

Verstappen was quickest in a
best lap of one minute 12.462
seconds, 0.065 clear of the Mon-
egasque local hero who is bidding
for a third successive ‘home’ pole

position.

Carlos Sainz, who was fastest
in the first session, was third in
the second Ferrari, despite a late
crash into the barriers in the
Swimming Pool complex, ahead
of Aston Martin's two-time
champion Fernando Alonso,
Lando Norris of MclLaren and
seven-time champion
Hamilton of Mercedes.

Last year's winner Sergio
Perez was seventh in the second
Red Bull ahead of a resurgent
Valtteri Bottas of Alfa Romeo and
the two Alpines of French duo
Pierre Gasly and Esteban Ocon.

Lewis

The session was run in near-
perfect conditions, a warm after-
noon sun touching 27 degrees as
it shone from a wide blue sky over
the Mediterranean principality.
The track temperature was 45
degrees.

Hamilton was very satisfied
with his day's action. “l really en-
joyed that,” he said. “I had fun and
enjoyed driving that car so | must
say thank-you to everyone at the
factory for all their hard work.

"I think we got a lot of data...
It's not the place to ultimately test
an upgrade, but the car was gen-
erally feeling good.”

Red Bull Racing’s Max Verstappen drives during the third practice session of the Monaco GP
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FINAL

6 PM

GUJARAT
TITANS

Shubman Gill of Gujarat Titans celebrates after his century against

Mumbai on Friday (AFP)

‘Probably my
best innings so
farin the IPL'

Ahmedabad, India - Shubman
Gill called his 129 on Friday his
"best innings" in the Indian Pre-
mier League after he powered
champions Guijarat Titans into
the final with a 62-run thrashing
of Mumbai Indians.

Gill's 60-ball knock -- his third
tonin four IPL innings -- fired Gu-
jarat to 233-3, a total they de-
fended by bowling out five-time
winners Mumbai for 171 in 18.2
overs in the final playoff which
started late due to rain in Ahmed-
abad.

They will play Chennai Super
Kings in the final on Sunday at the
same venue.

Named man of the match, Gill
said: "l think this was probably
my best innings so far in the IPL."

Skipper Hardik Pandya praised
his opener, saying: "Today's in-
nings was one of the finest, he
never looked rushed. It felt like
someone was throwing balls and
he was hitting. He will be a super-
star in international and franchise
cricket."

Gill hit 10 sixes and put on a

second-wicket stand of 138 with
Sai Sudharsan, who made 43, to
tear into the opposition attack at
the world's biggest cricket sta-
dium.

He became the leading bats-
man this season with 851 runs,
surpassing Royal Challengers
Bangalore skipper Faf du Plessis
(730), before he reached his IPL
best and the top score of this sea-
son. Fast bowler Mohit Sharma
took five wickets for Gujarat, who
won last year's crown in a fairy-
tale debut season, after a valiant
61by Suryakumar Yadav.

The 132,000-capacity sta-
dium had over 75,000 fans in at-
tendance to witness the home
team triumph.

Opener Gill, who is tipped as
the future of Indian batting, made
the most of a reprieve on 30
when Tim David dropped him off
England fast bowler Chris Jordan.

The 23-year-old Gill brought
up his fifty in 32 balls and then ex-
ploded to smash sixes and reach
his hundred in 49 balls, taking a
bow amid a standing ovation.

Dhoni faces
red-hot Gill
in IPL final

Ahmedabad, India - Barring a
surprise, Chennai Super Kings
skipper M.S. Dhoni will step out
as a player for the last time when
his side take on holders Gujarat
Titans in the IPL final on Sunday.

The cricketing great is widely
expected to retire -- he has only
said he will decide on his future
later this year -- and the spotlight
will be on him with Chennai eye-
ing a record-equalling fifth title at
the world's biggest cricket sta-
dium in Ahmedabad.

Standing in Chennai's way will
be Gujarat opener Shubman Gill,
fresh from smashing a century --
his third in the IPL -- in the final
playoff on Friday at the same
venue. Gill's three IPL tons have
all come in his last four innings,
his latest a brutal 129 off 60 balls
to demolish five-time winners
Mumbai Indians.

Guijarat Skipper Hardik Pandya
said the 23-year-old "will be a su-
perstar in international and fran-
chise cricket".

And former India batsman
Sanjay Manjrekar, on the ESPN-
cricinfo website, called Gill a
"once in a generation player".

Gill leads this season's batting
chart with 851 runs after surpass-

Chennai Super Kings captain MS Dhoni (L) shakes hands with Gujarat Titans' skipper Hardik Pandya

PARTING SHOT

ing Bangalore skipper Faf du
Plessis (730) in the final playoff
and Guijarat will look to him for a
starting flourish.

Guijarat have extended a fairy-
tale journey which began with a
title in their debut season last
year, when Pandya raised the
Cup in Ahmedabad in front of a
record 101,566 fans at the
132,000-capacity stadium.

Dhoni's Chennai took second
spot after the group stage behind
table-toppers Gujarat but beat
the defending champions in the
first playoff earlier this week to
bag a spot in the final.

The 41-year-old Dhoni is a
master tactician dubbed "Captain
Cool" for his calm under pressure.

"You see the wicket, you see
conditions, and you keep adjust-
ing the field," Dhoni said.

"| can be an annoying captain
because | change the field every
time. It can be annoying but | be-
lieve in my gut feel. That's why |
keep telling the fielders to keep
aneyeonme."

His ability to run between the
wickets has been hampered by a
knee injury and he has usually
batted at number eight this sea-
son, looking to hit a few sixes to
finish off the innings. Called
"Thala" - meaning "leader" in
Tamil - the former India captain
has attracted huge crowds across
venues in what is believed to be
his last playing season.

AFP

Mumbai coach Boucher laments injuries after exit

Ahmedabad, India - The loss of
fast bowlers Jasprit Bumrah and
Jofra Archer to injuries left a
hole that was difficult to fill for
Mumbai Indians, coach Mark
Boucher said after his team's IPL
exit.

The five-time winners went
down to holders Gujarat Titans
in the final playoff on Friday to
bow out of the T20 competition

they last won in 2020.

On a batting-friendly pitch
in  Ahmedabad, Mumbai's
bowlers were at the receiving
end of Shubman Gill's 60-ball
129 which powered Gujarat to
233-3.

South African Boucher, in his
first season with Mumbai, said
the replacement players offered
their best efforts but were still

Ifyou are los-
ing out on your
quality play-
ers, it's going
toleave a hole

MARK BOUCHER

not good enough for a place in
the final.

"If you are losing out on your
quality players, yes it's going to
leave a hole," Boucher told re-
porters after his team's 62-run
hammering.

"Not to put any blame on
anyone, those things happen in
sports, injuries happen in sports
and you've got to deal with it."

The side, skippered by Rohit
Sharma, were aware Bumrah

would miss the season as the
yorker specialist underwent
lower-back surgery in March
and has been out of action since
September last year.

But the team suffered a
major blow when England's
Archer, who was recovering
from an elbow injury, left for
home after playing just five
matches.

Relief for Australia as
Greenreturns after
retiring hurt in IPL

Ahmedabad, India - Australia
appear to have avoided a signifi-
cant injury concern after
Cameron Green was able to re-
sume his innings in the IPL Qual-
ifier against Gujarat Titans
having been forced to retire hurt
from a blow on the arm.

Green left the field in the sec-
ond over of Mumbai Indians'
chase when he was struck just
below his left elbow by Hardik
Pandya from a delivery clocked
at 146kph.

He was initially treated in the
middle by the physio before re-
tiring hurt but was not absent for
long when he returned in the sev-
enth over with his forearm taped
up.

He did not appear impeded at
the crease as he collected two
sixes in a brisk 30 before falling
to Josh Little in the 12th over at a
vital moment in the chase.

Despite another superb dis-
play from Suryakumar Yadayv,
Mumbai eventually fell well short
in their steep chase to bring an

end to their IPL which means
Green will be able to head to the
UK to link with the Test squad
who left Australia on Friday.

The balance that Green brings
to the Test side is vital for Aus-
tralia and his absence was clearly
felt in the final Test of last season
against South Africa and the first
two matches in India when he
was recovering from a broken
finger.

He will only have a short pe-
riod of time to adjust his game
from T20 mode, but coach An-
drew McDonald said through the
early stages of his career Green
had shown how quickly he could
learn and adapt.

"The challenge for Cam now is
as he starts to become a three-
format player is how he focuses
[on] that, shifts between for-
mats, and he's going to have an-
other challenge in front of him
going deep into the IPL finals to
get ready for the World Test
Championship match," McDon-
ald told SEN Radio.



FEATURES ART

SUNDAY, MAY 28, 2023

MUSCAT DAILY | 15

Yemen street artist chronicles
war on battle-scarred walls

emeni artist Alaa Rubil

uses the shell-pocked

buildings of his home-

town as canvas, paint-
ing images of death and despair
to shine a light on the horrors and
victims of war.

Not long after the start of the
bloody conflict between Yem-
en's internationally recognised
government and Huthi rebel
forces, the southern port city of
Aden, where Rubil lives, became
the scene of brutal fighting.

For several months in 2015,
artillery rained down on Aden,
and Huthi rockets and mortars
fired into densely populated
areas killed dozens of civilians.

Rubil, now 30, has been paint-
ing murals since he was a
teenager, but found his voice in

the aftermath of that violence.

"l saw that the government
was not aware of the people who
were displaced," he told AFP. "
wanted to communicate my
message to the world by drawing
people who lost their homes and
families. By using the walls, |
could reach the world."

Today, the rubble-strewn
streets of Aden double as a
semi-permanent exhibition of
Rubil's work - and a testament to
what the city's inhabitants have
lived through.

Feel the people

On the wall of one shop in a par-
ticularly hard-hit area, he painted
a large outline of a man's face,
but obscured the eyes, nose and
mouth with a cupped palm hold-

Writing on the wa

Yemeni street artist Alaa Rubil finishes one of his artworks painted on a wall in the southern port city of Aden

ing up three sticks of dynamite.

Across the street, on the inte-
rior wall of a bombed-out apart-
ment building, a piece he calls
'Silent Suffering' depicts a skele-
ton playing a violin as peace
signs float around its skull.

In another work, a girl in a red
dress sits on the ground with her
head resting in her left hand, next
to a black crow perched on a
missile. The image is based on
the true story of a girl who lived
in the area and lost her family in
the fighting, Rubil said. "She
thinks that war is a game. So, she
is waiting for them."

Amr Abu Bakr Saeed, 42, who
lives nearby, said, "When we
pass through this place, we feel
pain, we feel the people who
were here. These paintings ex-
press the tragedies of the people
whose homes were destroyed
and who were displaced, and is
proof of the war in Yemen."

No one cares

A little more than eight years
ago, neighbouring Saudi Arabia
mobilised a coalition to topple
the Huthis, who had seized
Yemen's capital, Sanaa, in 2014.

The war has killed hundreds
of thousands of people either
through combat or knock-on
effects such as hunger and dis-
ease. Millions remain displaced,
their homes and communities
destroyed. A truce that went into
effect in April 2022 has still sig-
nificantly reduced fighting, rais-
ing hopes for a durable peace.

Mohammed al Jaber said, “I
love the idea that this place
could turn from a centre of de-
struction to a centre of peace,”
hoping that art could help the
city rebuild.

But he acknowledged that
many Aden residents were still
waiting to see tangible progress.
AFP

CLASSIFIEDS

ACCOMMODATION

AVAILABLE

Sharing in two-bed room apart-
ment, one fully furnished spa-
cious room with AC, wifi, Dish
TV, double bed, cupboard, fridge
with  attached bath/sharing
kitchen, laundry - For Indian
bachelor/couple.

Hotel Al Falaj Road 2317 Contact:
+968-78423100

FOR RENT

Flat for rent in Darsait: Three

bedrooms, one hall, four bath-
rooms, kitchen, with small sea
view - Near the Indian School at
RO240 per month. Contact:
+968-99315986

SITUATION WANTED

Looking for a suitable position,
education qualification (BA, Li-
brary SC) currently in Muscat on
visit visa, available for interview
physically as a office job/recep-
tion/admin work/clerk

Contact: +968-93214303

VENTURE & TRAVEL

FOR TOURISM

B cosn e Bl oo
968 91378813 " -
u rove_chalet

P.O.Box :62,
Postal Code:117,

Ruwi high street, near
Bank Muscat Opp. Al
Baraka Hypermarket

E tadmurtravelsllc@gmail.com

-

Our Services:

PROFILE

Profile Dental & Orthodontist Clinic

E)
+968 99565653
+968 91220018

mazaj_chalets

We Offer you a combination of luxury and
ultimate comfort o create an unique
experience with high level of excellent
serviceg to ensure your comfort and joy
by giving you & unigue and unforgettable
vacation.
o R.0 60 (Weekdays) e R.O 80 (Weekends)
Check in [3:00 & Check out next day (00

Our Offers:

Looking for a perfect get away,come
visit us at Barka with private pool,
totally air conditioned chalet, relax at
your comfort.

e R.O 45 (Weekdays)
e R.065 (Weekends)

FOR RENT

Available 2100 sq meter best in class
Warehouse cum office Space,
fully furnished ready to use, Located at
Prime area of Ghala in the heart of the
city having easy access to airport &

express Way.

Contact: Girish Sewani-93893596

Muscat 9014 6672, 9679 0684

* Fleet of 2,000 vehicles

® Choose from a wide range
of brands & models

* PDO, OXY and BP spec
vehicles available

Services:
Kitchen - Supermarket - Bakery - Equipments Supply

+ 968 24831661

B

Showroom: Ruwi High Street
Near Bank Muscat
Factory:Wadi Kabir industrial Area Muscat

Wadi Al Kabir, Muscat ( ) Sohar 9731 6218 | Salalah 9429 9325 v
- Sultanate of Oman { bi %
fustugaa.om www.orbit-oman.com Car Rental & Lease
E manger@vttoman.com
Luxurious, light and fragile, pistachio cake is
kneaded with crunchy and fresh pistachios.
Prepared by hand directly from the oven, c L As SI FI E D
TA D M U R TRAVE I— & TO U R | S M garnish with cream of pistachio sauce,
| crunchy pistachios and roses. With every bite,
Book your tickets at the the delicious taste blends with these flavors... L I STI N Gs
best rates with us to Price: RO.10/- .
your travel destinations. Delivery to all the states of the Sultanate Muscat Daily offers a
variety of classified
92286598
+968 24830685 _ (S J listings for individuals and

establishments:
Situations
Vacant/Wanted,
Accommodation Wanted
or Available, Sale of
Household Items, Cars for
Sale or Wanted,
Matrimonial
Alliances, etc
Please email your
listing to

dailyclassifieds@apexmedia.co.om

+968 96646605 i | or call: 99104346
ﬁ;zg’;;%aggsgcg'em'ﬁc Pharmacy info@gitter-gulf.com

Mawalah South Near Bhala Pharmacy

Timings:sam 1 ARCHITECTURE

HITECT BIRTHDAY WISHES

neenashik@gmail.com Consulting Engineers
@ 2 Arehitocts THIRUPATHI PRAMOUD

MAY 25 MAY 25

+968 99433380
Have a wonderful and

joyful birthday now

It's your special day -
get out there and

SEND YOUR REQUEST FOR

P.O Box : 1451 Muttrah

. . 5 : and forever. celebrate!
Birthday/Anniversary wishes to gzlstt:rl];zd;ﬂ;:n‘g ] Happy Birthday!! Happy Birthday!!
wish@apexmedia.coomwithyour | . Thirupathi Yadav, Thirupathi Yadav,
Ahmed Ahmed

resident card copy (It's free of cost) () hussainalshidi@hotmail.com
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Mlusic
fransjorms
the inner
beging’

Technology and Applied Sciences, enthrals the
audience with Sufi renditions and Ghazals at

a concert in Muscat last week

ama dam mast Qa-

landar' (Every breath

for the ecstasy of Qa-

landar)...the mesmer

ising essence of this
spiritual Sufi gawwali written in the
honour of the most revered 12th cen-
tury Sufi saint of Sindh, Lal Shahbaz
Qalandar of Sehwan Sharif, filled the
Jabrin Ballroom of hotel Intercontinen-
tal Muscat on May 19 as Dr Vandana
Jyotirmayee, Hindustani classical
singer, held an elite audience captive
with her soulful renditions at a unique
concert.

With many immortal renditions,
from traditional classical to more soul-
stirring ghazals, including the popular
nazm - Aapki yaad aati rahi raat bhar
(Thoughts about you haunted me all
night long), Dr Vandana, who is a pro-
fessor at University of Technology and
Applied Sciences, enthralled the audi-
ence which comprised music lovers,
high level dignitaries, faculty members
and students of various educational in-
stitutions in Oman. She has been at-
tached with the Ministry of Education
in the sultanate for more than one and
a half decades.

“Music is the language of the soul,
that beyond doubt, heals us. Songs and
soulful renditions transform emotions
into tearful smiles,” says Dr Vandana,
adding, “"Music is one of the finest gifts
by the Almighty to human beings. It
has the power to elevate you to a med-
itative state, to submerge you in the

depth of varied emotions, and trans-
form your inner being.”

Dr Vandana was accompanied on
stage by India’s talented musicians -
the world famous tabla player Shreed-
hara Sureshwara Chari, a disciple of
Ustad Allarakha Khan Qureishi, and
mandolin and guitar player Amar
Sangam Das, a disciple of the grand
maestro Pandit U Srinivas - called the
'Mozart of Indian classical music'. On
the keyboards was a local musician,
Cherry Abraham, who teaches at Mus-
cat's popular Harmony Music Institute.

The evening of ghazals and Sufi
songs was a classical treat for those
who appreciate Hindustani classical
music and the confidence and grace

with which Dr Vandana delivered every
rendition kept the audience gripped
and begging for more with several
‘once more' requests.

Dr Vandana had completed her
music training in the best Hindustani
classical 'gharanas' (derived from the
word 'ghar' or 'house' from where a
particular style of music originated)

CONCERT

RENDITIONS

® Dama dam mast kalandar

® Chhaap tilak sab chheeni

® Tu maane ya na maane
dildaara

® Ae ri sakhi moray piya
ghar aaye

(GHAZALS)

® Hangama hai kyon barpa

® Kabhi kaha na kisi se tere
fasaane ko

® Humri atariya pe aao re

® Aapki yaad aati rahi raat
bhar

Music is the language of the soul,
that beyond doubt, heals us. Songs
and soulful renditions transform
emotions into tearful smiles

DR VANDANA JYOTIRMAYEE

from age six. She has trained with the
Gwalior gharana, Kirana gharana and
Gaya gharana building up a sound
repertoire of varied renditions over the
past few decades.

At the event, Dr Vandana was felic-
itated by the chief guest, H E Amit
Narang, Ambassador of India, who also
honoured the accompanists on stage.

The overall mood was one of bliss as
the accomplished singer's music had
the ability to transcend all other virtues
and unleash a general feeling of well-
being and tranquility.

About the healing power of music,
Dr Vandana said, “It's a respite from
the daily mundane routine that music
is. It's power had been recognised by
the famous Indian scientist J C Bose
who experimented with plants and
demonstrated how plants, that were
exposed to soulful music, responded to
it, and showed better growth than
those that were not.”

“The swaras (notes) have a healing
power and this power is godly. The
seven notes of music are so powerful
that these pervade the whole universe.
Music has a magic, which is unique and
inexplicable,” she asserted.

Dr Vandana, who has held concerts
in many other countries, besides India,
is the daughter of Dr Urmila Singh, a re-
cipient of many awards, including one
presented by the first prime minister of
India, late Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru.

“As the heart yearns for more rendi-
tions from Dr Vandana, who enrap-
tured us in her superb singing, |, too,
recall the legendary English poet,
William Wordsworth's words - 'The
music in my heart | bore, long after it
was heard no more'. Truly, this line
from, Wordsworth 'The Solitary
Reaper' captures the unforgettable im-
pression left in our hearts by Dr Van-
dana,” said Amita Sanghavi, English

At the event, Dr Vandana was felicitated

by the chief guest, H E Amit Narang,

Language lecturer, Sultan Qaboos Uni-
versity, who was among the audience.
“Indeed, the memory of the over-
whelming ecstasy felt on hearing her
sing Sufi music transcended us to a
sublime state where one heals as one
feels unified with the divine,” she

added.
(With inputs from Amita Sanghavi)
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