
California, US – Oman’s ETCO
SPACE launched its first satellite
- Aman-1 – on Saturday from
Space Launch Complex 4E in
Vandenberg, California. The
satellite set off on a historic mis-
sion aboard Falcon 9, the first or-
bital class rocket capable of
reflight.

The sultanate, represented by
ETCO SPACE, an emerging tech-
nology innovator; SpaceX, a US
aerospace manufacturer and
space transport services com-
pany; SatRev, Polish nanosatellite
manufacturer and operator; and
TUATARA, specialists in ad-
vanced artificial intelligence, data
analytics and cognitive technol-
ogy solutions, have collaborated
to launch nanosatellite into
space. This project started in Oc-
tober 2021 when a document on
strategic cooperation was initially
signed, establishing this ground-
breaking Middle East space pro-
gramme.

The successful launch of
Aman-1 by SpaceX, included
CubeSats and MicroSats for a va-

riety of commercial and govern-
ment customers. Transporter 9
lifted off from the Vandenberg
space base to place the satellites
into a 500km orbit. 

"We are honoured to have
played a role in the success of
this remarkable mission. Today
marks an extraordinary day, not
only for Oman but for all the
companies involved in this his-
toric endeavour. We firmly be-
lieve that the valuable scientific

data obtained through satellite
imagery analysis will be instru-
mental in advancing various
fields of research and will further
Oman's journey towards becom-
ing a space-faring nation," said
Krzysztof Goworek, CEO of TU-
ATARA.

The Aman-1 mission goes be-
yond the mere act of sending a
satellite into space; it encom-
passes a range of goals and am-
bitions aimed at promoting

Oman's long-term growth, en-
hancing social and economic
well-being, driving progress and
fostering confidence in all as-
pects of economic, social and de-
velopmental matters.

“The launch of ETCO SPACE’s
first satellite into space is a novel
step, but hopefully one of many.
We are not only excited about
the data and images that Aman-
1 will provide, but also committed
to pushing the boundaries of our

space programme in the coming
months and years," said Abdu-
laziz Jaafar, CEO of ETCO
SPACE.

Through its space pro-
gramme, ETCO SPACE will be
able to conduct groundbreaking
research, collecting high-resolu-
tion satellite photos and images
which will be further digitally
evaluated using Computer Vi-
sion, Machine Learning and AI
technologies.

The launch of Aman-1 into
orbit is the beginning of ETCO
SPACE's ambitious space pro-
gramme. As outlined in the
agreement signed by all partici-
pating companies in 2021, ETCO
SPACE's space journey is set to
expand with the launch of more
satellites, including the prospect
of embarking on deep space mis-
sions.

ETCO SPACE’s expanding
space programme represents a
strategic investment in technol-
ogy and innovation that holds the
potential to benefit multiple sec-
tors of the economy. 

Ex-UK PM
CAMERoN
RETURNS To
govERNMENT
London, United Kingdom  -
Former UK leader David
Cameron sensationally
returned to the British gover-
nment as foreign secretary on
Monday, as Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak shook up his top
team with a general election
looming next year.

Cameron's comeback
from political wilderness
came as Sunak sacked right-
wing firebrand Suella Brave-
rman as interior minister
after critics accused her of
heightening tensions during
weeks of contentious pro-
Palestinian demonstrations.  

James Cleverly moved
from the foreign ministry to
succeed Braverman. 

See also Page 09
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H M issues
Royal Decree
Muscat - His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik issued Royal
Decree No 82/2023 on Monday
appointing a secretary-general
for the Office of the Deputy
Prime Minister for International
Relations and Cooperation Af-
fairs and Personal Representa-
tive of His Majesty the Sultan,
reading as follows:

Article 1 appoints Sheikh
Khalifa Hamad Salim al Badi as
secretary-general for the Office
of the Deputy Prime Minister for
International Relations and Co-
operation Affairs and Personal
Representative of His Majesty
the Sultan, with his current grade
and financial allocations.

Article 2 states that this de-
cree will be published in the Of-
ficial Gazette and enforced from
its date of issue.
ONA

53rd National
Day holiday
from Nov 22
Muscat - As per Royal orders of
His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik, it has been decided that
Wednesday and Thursday, No-
vember 22 and 23, will be an of-
ficial holiday for employees of
units of the state’s Administra-
tive Apparatus, other legal enti-
ties and private sector
establishments on the occasion
of the 53rd National Day.

The Ministry of Labour stated
that employers may agree with
their employees to engage their
services on the two days, if
deemed necessary, provided the
workers are compensated for it.

Amman, Jordon - The UN agency
for Palestinian refugees on Mon-
day warned its operations in war-
torn Gaza would shut down
within two days due to fuel short-
ages as fighting rages between
Israel and Hamas.

"The humanitarian operation

in Gaza will grind to a halt in the
next 48 hours as no fuel is al-
lowed to enter Gaza," UNRWA's
Gaza chief Thomas White wrote
on ‘X’. "No fuel has entered Gaza
since October 7," he wrote, refer-
ring to the date when Hamas
stormed across the border.

Israel hit back with a fierce
bombing campaign that has killed
more than 11,000 people, mostly
civilians, and cut off supplies to
the territory of 2.4mn people.

Aid agencies have repeatedly
raised the alarm about the lack of
fuel - used to power vital services

such as hospitals, which rely on
generators, and for pumping
drinking water. "This morning
two of our main water distribu-
tion contractors ceased working
- they simply ran out of fuel -
which will deny 200,000 people
potable water," White said.

On Monday, the health min-
istry in Hamas-run Gaza said all
hospitals in the northern Gaza
Strip had stopped functioning as
a result of fuel shortages and in-
tense ongoing fighting.
AFP                             

See also Page 07

UN warns fuel shortage to halt Gaza aid work in ‘48 hours’
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space programme 
in the coming
months and years
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Our Correspondent 
Muscat

The first meeting of the Omani-
Saudi Coordination Council was
convened in Muscat on Mon-
day, marking a significant step
in strengthening bilateral rela-
tions. 

The meeting, co-chaired by H
E Sayyid Badr bin Hamad al Bu-
saidi, Foreign Minister, and
Prince Faisal bin Farhan al Saud,
Foreign Minister of Saudi Ara-
bia, reviewed the robust and

longstanding relationship be-
tween the two nations.

Both sides expressed satis-
faction with the constructive
outcomes achieved in recent
years and emphasised the need
for ongoing bilateral coordina-
tion. They agreed on the impor-
tance of adopting unified
stances on regional and interna-
tional matters of mutual interest.

H E Sayyid Badr noted the
significant progress in Omani-
Saudi relations, citing enhanced
investment initiatives and

steady commercial growth. 
He highlighted the pivotal

role of the Rub al Khali land port,
opened in 2022, in boosting

land transport and development
between the two countries. 

Key areas of mutual interest,
such as alternative energy proj-

ects, hydrogen production and
cooperation in energy, logistics,
maritime transport and infra-
structure were discussed.

Confident of the future of this
partnership, H E Sayyid Badr ex-
pressed trust in the capabilities
of the Omani-Saudi Coordina-
tion Council, its subcommittees,
general secretariat and gover-
nance mechanisms to imple-
ment joint cooperation
initiatives effectively.

Prince Faisal reiterated a
commitment to deepening
Saudi-Omani relations under
the guidance of both countries'
leadership. He emphasised the
council's role in capitalising on

the combined capabilities of
both nations to enhance mutual
benefits and interests. Their
consensus on various issues un-
derscored the need for contin-
ued collaboration on bilateral,
regional and international levels,
as well as in political consulta-
tions.

He described the council and
its various subcommittees as
vital instruments for advancing
cooperation, including efforts to
combat terrorism and protect
vital waterways.

Oman-Saudi relations enter new phase 

Our Correspondent 
Muscat

The Ministry of Health, through
the National Committee for Nar-
cotics and Psychotropic Substa-
nces, launched the National Cam-
paign to Combat Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Substances on
Monday. The launch ceremony,
held under the auspices of Sheikh
Al Munthir Ahmed al Marhoon,
Wali of Muttrah, took place at
Muttrah Souq.

Under the theme ‘Together we
join hands’, the campaign focuses
on raising community awareness
on drug abuse and addiction. It
aims to adopt a collaborative ap-
proach involving individuals and
diverse sectors to effectively

tackle the drug menace. 
The campaign is part of a bi-

ennial community competition
associated with the National
Campaign to Combat Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Sub-
stances organised by the Min-
istry of Health. It aims to engage
the community actively in aware-
ness and prevention efforts.

The campaign launch featured
a comprehensive visual presen-
tation outlining the competition's
objectives. The presentation de-
tailed various activities, events
and community initiatives of the
campaign. These efforts are di-
rected towards elevating com-
munity awareness and mitigating
the risks associated with drugs
and psychotropic substances. 

Our Correspondent 
Muscat

Oman officially unveiled plans for
its participation in Expo 2025
Osaka, Japan set to take place
from April 13 to October 13,
2025. The announcement was
made at a special event hosted
on Monday at the Omani Em-
bassy in Tokyo.

The event was graced by H E
Sayyid Said bin Sultan al Busaidi,
Undersecretary for Culture in the
Ministry of Culture, Sports and
Youth, and Commissioner Gen-
eral of Oman’s pavilion at Expo
2025. H E Dr Mohammed bin
Saeed al Busaidi, Oman’s Am-
bassador to Japan, and several
other ambassadors of friendly
countries, attended the event in
which Oman’s vision for the expo
was highlighted. 

Under the theme ‘Designing
the Future Society for Our Lives’,
Oman’s participation reflects its
dedication to global engagement,
cultural exchange and commit-
ment to showcasing its rich her-
itage and sustainable
development journey.

In his address, H E Sayyid Said
emphasised Oman’s focus on
sustainable development goals.
“Through its participation in Expo
2025 Osaka, Oman aims to col-
laborate with nations worldwide
in achieving these goals, encap-
sulated in the expo's three sub-
themes: ensuring sustainability of
life, improving life and enhancing
life through communication.”

Oman’s pavilion, boasting a
distinctive architectural design,
will symbolise the country's rich
environmental landscape, histor-

ical depth and forward-looking
aspirations, he added.  

The design is the result of a
competition conducted by the
Office of Bilarab bin Haitham
Award for Architectural Design,
reflecting Oman’s ongoing com-
mitment to incorporating the tra-
ditional architecture of the
sultanate in its global engage-
ments.

The design team, comprising
Ammar bin Abdulhamid al
Kiyumi, Bayan bint Musallam al
Ramadhaniyah and Nayyara bint
Khamis al Hinaiyah, were an-
nounced winners on February 28
and received a prize of RO10,000
for the innovative concept.

Ambassador H E Busaidi said
he was optimistic that Oman’s
participation in the expo would
strengthen bilateral relations and
provide a platform to showcase
the sultanate’s vision for the fu-
ture in various sectors.

The event included a visual
presentation of the pavilion's de-
sign and symbolism. Bayan, one
of the designers, explained the
pavilion’s architectural concept
which draws inspiration from
Oman's diverse natural terrain
and its people's harmonious co-
existence with their environment.

Campaign launched to combat
drug abuse, spread awareness

Oman gears up
for Expo 2025
Osaka with
unique pavilion 
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
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    
    
    

      
    

   



 

   
 
        
     
 
 
    
    
    
    


      
    

   
    

  





  
      

 
         


  
 
      
     
       
     

 
 
   
     
       
      
   

 

   
 

  
 
     
      
        
  


       
   
    
 
 
    
     
  
 
 
    
    

       

     
   
     
 

  
  
 

 
 


      
 
  

 
     
 
        
 

 
       

  

        
     



       
  
      
      

 
 

 


 
       
  

    
     
   
      
     
    
      



      
 
 
       
      


  
    
 
   
  
  
 

 
       
       
  
     
     


 
        

   
    
 
 
 
 
  

  
       
 
 
   
      
     

 


  
     

 

  
   
 
     
  

      
 
 


 

    

  

 
    
  
 


   
  
 
 
 
 
  

      


   

       
 
 
     


   






       
    
     
      
     
       
 
 
 
  
       



    
       


            
   

        

     
   


 


 
   
      
  
     
   



       
   

 
       


 













 


     
    
    
    
    
    
     
     
    
    
    
    


     
    
    
    
     
    
     
    
    
    
    
    
    
     
    
    
    
    
     




H E Sayyid Said al Busaidi

(Supplied photo)
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In an era of renewed renaissance
under the guidance of His
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik, Al Wusta governorate is
experiencing a comprehensive
development across its four
wilayats - Haima, Mahout,
Duqm, and Al Jazar. 

This progress reflects the sul-
tanate’s commitment to improve
various sectors in line with Oman
Vision 2040.

The Special Economic Zone at
Duqm, a key industrial and in-
vestment hub, significantly bol-
sters this vision. 

The first Duqm Economic
Forum, which was recently inau-
gurated by H H Sayyid Dhi Yazan
bin Haitham al Said, Minister of
Culture, Sports, and Youth,
deeply focused on green indus-
tries and small and medium en-
terprise opportunities, signalling
a pivot towards sustainable eco-
nomic practices.

Al Wusta governorate is not
only a melting pot of geographi-
cal wonders but also is a bur-
geoning hub for tourism
development. 

Bakhit bin Amer al Omari, Di-
rector of the Department of Her-
itage and Tourism, spoke about
several tourism projects that the
governorate is currently develop-
ing. These include a three-star re-
sort in the Bintut area of the
wilayat of Mahout and enhance-
ments to Shanah Beach and mini

oases in the Al Juba region of
Mahout as well as the Zahr re-
gion in wilayat Duqm. 

Additionally, there’s a con-
certed effort to develop public
beaches and mini oases across
the governorate, aimed at enrich-
ing the experience of tourists
transiting through the region.

“These projects signify a
strategic focus on amplifying the
governorate’s appeal as a tourist
destination, showcasing its di-
verse landscapes while offering
enhanced facilities and services
to visitors.”

Al Wusta’s extended beaches

contribute significantly to
Oman’s artisanal fishing produc-
tion, leading in the first seven
months of this year. The gover-
norate’s diverse marine life, from
pelagic and demersal fish to crus-
taceans and molluscs, is en-
hanced by its Arabian Sea and
Indian Ocean coastlines.

In agriculture, the Directorate
of Agricultural Wealth, Fisheries,
and Water Resources is focused
on food security, offering over 80
hectares of land for fodder culti-
vation in 2023. This initiative is
part of the objectives of Oman
Vision 2040.

Under the Ministry of Trans-
port, Communications and Infor-
mation Technology, significant
strides are being made to im-
prove road safety and sustain-
ability in Al Wusta governorate. 

Bakhit bin Salem al Awaed, Di-
rector of the Roads Department,
informed that a successful trial of
solar lighting was conducted on
Bridge No 1 - about 50km from
the wilayat of Haima. Encouraged
by this success, the department
is now planning to implement
solar energy solutions across all
bridges in the governorate. 

“This initiative not only under-
scores our commitment to sus-
tainable energy but also ensures
enhanced visibility and safety on
these structures.”

The department is also ac-
tively engaged in continuous
quicksand removal operations on

the roads, a crucial step in making
all road in the region safe. 

Engineer Rashid bin Saeed al
Kindi, Director General of Al
Wusta Municipality, outlines the
governorate's development plan,
which includes services on inter-
nal roads, waterfront develop-
ments, and public beach
enhancements. The focus on
green spaces and environmental
sustainability is evident in the
completion and development of
several public parks and gardens.

The electricity sector, led by
Nama Electricity Distribution
Company, has implemented key
projects to enhance the electrical
network, connecting Mahut and
Duqm to the national grid. 

Nama Water Services Com-
pany’s initiatives, like the water
transfer project from Duqm to
Haima, aim to improve water ac-
cessibility and storage.

Healthcare in Al Wusta is also
advancing, as evidenced by the
recent foundation stone laying for
the Mahout Hospital and en-
hancements in existing medical
facilities. 

Dr Ibrahim bin Hilal al
Mahrouqi, Director General of
the General Directorate of Health
Services, highlighted the expan-
sion of services and facilities to
meet growing healthcare needs.

Overall, Al Wusta gover-
norate’s multifaceted develop-
ment projects reflect Oman’s
commitment to sustainable
growth and improved quality of
life for its citizens and residents.

Muscat - Majlis A’Shura -
Oman’s lower house of parlia-
ment - will hold its inaugural ses-
sion of the 10th Term
(2023-2027) on Wednesday.

The session will see the for-
mation of the Shura’s Office
through the election of six mem-
bers. The session will also in-
clude the election of heads of
committees and their deputies.

This was unveiled by Sheikh
Ahmed Mohammed al Nadabi,
Secretary-General of Majlis
A’Shura. During the first session,
the members of Shura will be
briefed about the draft of the
State’s general budget 2024 for-
warded by the Council of Minis-
ters.
ONA

Majlis A’Shura
committee
heads election
on Wednesday

Our Correspondent 
Muscat

The second edition of the Bati-
nah International Film Festival, a
cultural and cinematic extrava-
ganza in the northern coastal
area of Oman, commenced
under the auspices of the Omani
Film Society and the Office of the
Governor of South Batinah, in
Nakhal on Sunday. 

The festival showcases a vi-
brant blend of artistic beauty and
international cultural exchange.

Mohammed Abdullah al Ajmi,
festival director, highlighted var-
ious activities planned for this

session. These include film
screenings, seminars, and cine-
matic lectures aimed at enriching
and promoting the cinematic cul-
ture within the sultanate.

Ajmi emphasised that the fes-
tival serves as a platform to
showcase the cultural and artis-
tic splendor of Oman and facili-
tates the exchange of cultures
and ideas with filmmakers
worldwide.

This year’s festival sees par-
ticipation from 17 countries, cre-
ating a global tapestry of
cinematic art. Apart from Oman,
participants have arrived from
Egypt, Saudi Arabia, the UAE,

Bahrain, Jordan, Tunisia, Mo-
rocco, Iraq, Iran, the United
States, Syria, Algeria, Pakistan,
Libya, the Netherlands and
Yemen. 

The festival this year recog-
nised and honoured talents from
South Batinah governorate for
their contributions to art and
filmmaking. Among the hon-
ourees are directors Saeed
Musa, Nasser al Ruqaishi, Walid
al Kharousi, Muhammad al
Ruqaishi, and Hussein al Balushi;
artistes Fakhriya Khamis, Abdul
Hakim al Salhi, Najm al Jaradi, Ali
Abdouh, and photographer
Muhammad al Balushi.

Ajmi underscored the festi-
val’s goal of highlighting the rich
heritage and cultural sites of
Oman, aspiring to integrate it
into the global cultural move-
ment. 

“The festival aims to elevate
cinematic art as a medium for
awareness, cultural communica-
tions among nations, and sup-
porting vital causes such as the
Palestinian issue through im-
pactful and capable cinematic
expressions. This festival marks
a significant step in Oman’s jour-
ney towards becoming an impor-
tant part of the global cultural
and cinematic landscape.”

Batinah film fest: Confluence of art and culture 

al Wusta spearheads
massive development

H E Sheikh Khalifa Ali al Harthy, Undersecretary for Diplomatic Affairs in

the Foreign Ministry, receives a copy of credentials of Jean-Philippe

Linteau, Ambassador-designate of Canada to Oman (ONA)

Sheikh khalifa receiveS credentialS
copy of canadian ambaSSador

Al Wusta governorate is not only a
melting pot of geographical 
wonders but also is a burgeoning
hub for tourism development
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BUSINESS
ROllS-
ROyCE

BRIEFS

MARKET WATCH
MSX30 4,564.82

Sensex 64,933.87

FOREX RATES

(RO1 equals)

India 216.33

Pakistan 737.74

Bangladesh 287.94

Philippines 145.70

Sri Lanka 850.21

*Rates as on November 13
Source: xe.com

Our Correspondent
Muscat

After the successful first round of
auctions, which resulted in a total
of five project awards worth
more than $30bn, Hydrogen
Oman (Hydrom) is now expect-
ing to attract between $20bn-
$30bn worth of investments
through the second round of
auctions for large-scale green
hydrogen projects in the sul-
tanate.

The first round of public auc-
tions was launched late last year,
and the agreements were signed
in June 2023 with major interna-
tional consortia and companies
that will establish large-scale
green hydrogen and ammonia
projects in the sultanate.

In the second round of public
auctions, which has already been
launched, Hydrom plans to
award three land blocks in the
Dhofar region by the end of the
first quarter of 2024.

“The expected investments in
the green hydrogen sector in
Oman until 2050 are estimated
at $140bn. In the first round of
public auctions, the presupposed
cost of investments amounted to
about $30bn. And in the second
round, we look up for invest-
ments at a volume of $20bn-
$30bn,” said Eng Abdulaziz al
Shidhani, managing director of
Hydrom, in an interview pub-
lished in the latest edition of
Duqm Economist magazine.

“The public auctions help

achieve transparency on the one
hand and attract serious in-
vestors who have the financial
solvency to implement such
projects on the other hand,” he
added.

Hydrom focused on the
Duqm region in the first round of
public auctions and is now con-
centrating on Dhofar in the sec-
ond round, through three
opportunities offered to compa-

nies specialising in the green hy-
drogen sector.

Commenting on the success
of the first round of public auc-
tions, Shidhani said that the level
of turnout was good, with clear
competition between interna-
tional companies. He added that
as many as 60 companies had
purchased the Request for Pro-
posal (RFP) documents in the
first round of auctions.

“The first round witnessed
many consortiums between
major international companies,
reflecting the level of interest in
this sector and the huge demand
for investment in it. The prelimi-
nary data for the second round
are also good,” Shidhani said.

He further said, “Our goal is
not to sign with any company,
but with companies that can im-
plement the project and have fi-
nancial solvency, technical
expertise, and clarity in the idea
of the project. We have closed
the first round by signing agree-
ments and not MoUs, which is a
success for the efforts exerted
and reflects the level of global in-

terest in investing in Oman,” he
added.

Production to start
by 2030
From the five projects whose
agreements were signed in June
2023, the projected production
is about 750,000 metric tonnes
of green hydrogen. Oman aims
to produce more than one million
tonnes of green hydrogen by
2030, through the exploitation of
30% of the allocated land. The
sultanate expects production to
gradually increase to reach about
8mn tonnes by 2050.

According to Shidhani, Hy-
drom's goal is for the first green

hydrogen project to be commis-
sioned in 2030, or even before.

He said, “We expect compa-
nies to be able to reach this goal
by then. The agreements were
designed on the basis that the
development of projects until
they enter the production stage
will take about seven years, in-
cluding three and a half years to
take field measurements of the
quality of solar and wind energy.
A similar period is counted for
the preparation of designs and
the kick-off of construction work.
Accordingly, we expect con-
struction to begin between 2026
and 2028, and production to
begin in 2030.”

Muscat – Oman Business Forum,
together with the Ministry of
Commerce, Industry & Invest-
ment Promotion (MoCIIP) is
hosting a Tejarah Talks session
on the impact of m-commerce.
The event, M-commerce: Your
Gateway to Global Markets is
scheduled for December 6, 2023
at Zain Auditorium, Omantel
headquarters in Airport Heights.

Industry leaders will explore
the explosive growth of m-com-
merce and its role in reshaping
travel, manufacturing, retail and
more.

Moderated by Shabib al Maa-
mari, managing director, Visit
Oman, the panelists Sheikh
Khalid al Hosni, CEO and chief
data scientist, KA Consultants;
Majid al Amri, CEO, Thawani
Technologies; and Hamood al
Hamdan, director of tech
ecosystem development depart-
ment, Ministry of Transport,
Communications & Information
Technology will provide insight
into the global m-commerce

landscape. The panel will discuss
how the digital commerce revo-
lution is reshaping industries,
highlighting specific trends and
data across key sectors.

Maymuna al Adawi, director
of public private partnerships
(PPP) at MoCIIP and organiser of
Tejarah Talks said, “The global
m-commerce market is not just
thriving it’s fundamentally alter-
ing how industries operate. For
example, in travel and tourism
we are seeing a surge in mobile
bookings and on-the-go travel

services. In manufacturing, mo-
bile solutions are streamlining
operations and sales processes.
While in retail, the shift towards
mobile shopping is undeniable.
For Omani businesses, under-
standing and embracing m-com-
merce is key to their future
success.”

Supported by Jindal Shadeed,
Sustainable City Yiti, Nortal,
Omantel and Oman FM the De-
cember 6 panel will examine the
integration of social media with
m-commerce, the growing im-
pact of social media influencers
and the critical role of user-gen-
erated content in shaping con-
sumer preferences. The
advancements in mobile pay-
ment options and security meas-
ures, enhancing consumer trust
and facilitating seamless trans-
actions will also be discussed.

An additional focus of the ses-
sion will be on how SMEs are
utilising m-commerce to
broaden their consumer base.
Recent data shows SMEs lever-

aging mobile platforms have
seen an average increase of 30%
in sales, with some sectors re-
porting even higher growth.
Omani craft businesses have ex-
panded their reach to interna-
tional markets, while local food
producers are connecting with a
wider regional audience through
mobile platforms. These exam-
ples underscore the effective-
ness of m-commerce in
providing local SMEs with the
tools to move beyond Oman’s
borders and tap into new mar-
kets.

Adawi said, “With worldwide
m-commerce sales set to exceed
$700bn by 2025, December's
Tejarah Talks is more than just a
discussion session – it is a strate-
gic workshop for local SMEs
poised to capitalise on this digital
revolution. We are offering the
keys to unlock the potential of m-
commerce, enabling Omani
businesses to not only partici-
pate but thrive and lead in the
digital economy.”

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Central Bank of Oman
(CBO) on Monday announced
the issuance of two treasury bill
tenders with a total value of
RO36mn.

In the first tender, the value of
the allotted treasury bills
amounted to RO10mn, for a ma-
turity period of 28 days.

The average accepted price
reached RO99.595 for every
RO100 treasury bill, while the
minimum accepted price also ar-
rived at RO99.595. The average
discount rate and the average
yield reached 5.2794% and
5.3009%, respectively.

In the second tender, the
value of the allotted treasury bills
amounted to RO26mn, for a ma-
turity period of 91 days.

The average accepted price
reached RO98.665 for every
RO100 treasury bill, while the
minimum accepted price also ar-
rived at RO98.665. The average

discount rate and the average
yield reached 5.3546% and
5.4271%, respectively.

The interest rate on the repo
operations with CBO is 6.00%
while the discount rate on the
treasury bills discounting facility
with the central bank is 6.50%.

Treasury bills are short-term
highly secured financial instru-
ments issued by the Ministry of
Finance. These instruments pro-
vide licensed commercial banks
the opportunity to invest their

surplus funds. The CBO acts as
the issue manager and provides
the added advantage of ready
liquidity through discounting and
repurchase facilities (repo).

Treasury bills promote the
local money market by creating
a benchmark yield curve for
short-term interest rates. Addi-
tionally, the government may
also resort to this instrument
whenever felt necessary for fi-
nancing its recurrent expendi-
tures.

CBO issues govt treasury
bills worth RO36mn  

Oil prices fall on
demand fears
Oil prices backed off on

Monday, reversing their

Friday rally, as renewed

concerns over waning

demand in the United States

and China dented market

sentiment.

Brent crude futures for

January were down 71 cents,

or 0.87%, at $80.72 a barrel.

While the West Texas

Intermediate (WTI) crude

futures for December were

at $76.49, down 68 cents, or

0.88%, according to

Reuters.

Both benchmarks were

well below the 100-day

moving average of $86.61 a

barrel for WTI and $82.31 a

barrel for Brent.

Prices gained nearly 2%

last Friday as Iraq voiced

support for oil cuts by

OPEC+, but lost about 4%

for the week, notching their

third weekly losses for the

first time since May.

Oil production in the

United States this year will

rise by slightly less than

previously expected while

demand will fall.

Oman eyes at least $20bn investment
from 2nd round of hydrogen auctions

Vienna, Austria – Total crude oil
production from the 13 members
of the Organization of Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OPEC), in-
creased by 80,000 barrels per
day (bpd) month-on-month in
October.

According to OPEC's monthly
oil market report released on
Monday, total OPEC crude oil
production averaged 27.9mn bpd
in October.

Crude oil output increased
mainly in Angola, Iran and Nige-
ria, while production in Libya,
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait de-
creased.

Angola increased its output by
51,000 barrels per day last

month, while Iran and Nigeria
saw increases of 46,000 and
17,000 barrels per day, respec-
tively. In contrast, Saudi Arabia
and Libya saw decreases of
26,000 bpd each, while Kuwait
saw a drop of 24,000 bpd.

The share of OPEC crude oil in
total global production stood at
27.5% in October.

Global oil production rose by
300,000 bpd during the same
month, averaging 101.6mn bpd
compared to September.

Non-OPEC production in Oc-
tober, including OPEC natural gas
liquids, increased by around
200,000 bpd to an average of
73.9mn bpd.

'Preliminary estimated pro-
duction increases in October
were mainly driven by Norway
and the OECD Americas and
were partially offset by drops in
Russia and Brazil,' the report said.

Meanwhile, the global rig
count totalled 1,848 in October,
an increase of 18 from Septem-
ber, with OPEC countries ac-
counting for 436 rigs.

A total of eight drilling rigs
were decommissioned in non-
OPEC countries and 18 rigs in
OPEC countries.

The OPEC group revised up its
global oil demand forecast for
2023 to reflect a rise of 2.5mn
bpd. Global oil demand is now

predicted to average 102.1mn
bpd this year.

In 2024, global oil demand is
expected to rise by 2.2mn 
bpd year on year to reach
104.3mn bpd, as solid global eco-
nomic growth amid continued
improvements in China 
is expected to support oil con-
sumption.

Demand in the OECD region is
expected to increase by around
26,000 bpd to average 46.1mn
bpd next year, while demand in
the non-OECD region is antici-
pated to expand by almost 2mn
bpd year on year to average
58.3mn bpd.
Anadolu Agency

OPEC's oil supply rises in October, demand forecasts revised down

Muscat – The Oman Green
Hydrogen Summit is sched-
uled to take place at the
Oman Convention and Exhibi-
tion Center (OCEC) from De-
cember 12 to December 14,
2023, as announced by the
Ministry of Energy and Miner-
als on Monday.

The summit aims to raise
awareness about the impor-
tance of green hydrogen as a
clean and sustainable energy
source while emphasising
Oman's role in the green en-
ergy sector.

Providing a platform for co-
operation and exchange of ex-

periences among participat-
ing countries, the Oman
Green Hydrogen Summit of-
fers an opportunity to share
insights on the latest develop-
ments and challenges in the
field of green hydrogen, ac-
cording to a statement from
the Ministry of Energy and
Minerals posted on X, for-
merly known as Twitter.

Additionally, the summit
will delve into discussions on
strategies, policies, the latest
technologies, and innovations
to attract both local and inter-
national investments in green
hydrogen projects.

Oman Green Hydrogen Summit
to start from December 14

Maymuna al Adawi

Growth in m-commerce drives new
business opportunities in Oman

In the second round of public 
auctions, Hydrom plans to award
three land blocks in the Dhofar 
region by the end of Q1 2024
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Dubai, UAE – Emirates an-
nounced a bumper order of 95
planes and flydubai snapped up
30 wide-bodied aircraft as
home-grown airlines unveiled
big orders on day one of the
Dubai Airshow on Monday.

Dubai-based Emirates, the
Middle East's biggest airline,
made the biggest purchase so far
with its $52bn order for 55 Boe-
ing 777-9s, 35 777-8s and five
787 Dreamliners.

"This order represents a sig-
nificant investment that demon-
strates Dubai's commitment to
the future of aviation," Emirates'
chief executive Sheikh Ahmed
bin Saeed al Maktoum told a
press conference.

The 777-9s are expected for
delivery in 2025 and the 777-8s
scheduled for 2030.

The Emirates order was chief
among a number of purchases
that underlined the industry's
post-pandemic recovery.

Earlier, Turkish-German
budget carrier SunExpress
signed a firm order for 45 Boeing
737 MAX aircraft at a list price of
more than $5bn, though large or-
ders normally come at a dis-
count.

SunExpress's order for 28
737-8s and 17 737-10s includes
options that could extend to 90
aircraft, potentially more than
doubling its fleet of 66.

"It's the largest order in the
history of SunExpress," Max
Kownatzki, chief executive of the
low-cost joint venture of Turkish

Airlines and Lufthansa, said at
the signing ceremony.

"We're very happy to have the
MAX aircraft for fuel efficiency
reasons, for sustainability rea-
sons."

Meanwhile Latvia's airBaltic
said it was buying 30 A220-300
planes from Airbus, Boeing's Eu-
ropean rival, with purchase rights
for another 20. It said it intends
to operate 100 of the planes by

2030.
"This day marks a significant

milestone in the history of air-
Baltic," airBaltic's president and
CEO Martin Gauss said, high-
lighting the airline's "plans for the

first time ever to operate a fleet
of 100 aircraft by 2030".

Record profits
However, rumours of a major
order by Turkish Airlines, said to

be for about 350 aircraft, did not
materialise on the first day, and
there were no purchases by
Saudi airlines including new-
comer Riyadh Air, which hopes
to compete with Emirates as a

leading regional carrier.
With the latest deal, Emirates'

order book rises to 295 planes,
including 205 777X aircraft. The
airline also ordered 202 GE9X
engines to power its 777X fleet.

Separately, French tech
group Thales said it had signed
a contract to provide in-flight
entertainment systems for the
777xs.

Demonstrating its recovery,
last week Emirates Group an-
nounced record half-year net
profits of AED10.1bn ($2.7bn),
up 138% from a year earlier.

The company also unveiled
record annual profits of $3bn in
May.

Emirates posted a $5.5bn loss
in Covid-ravaged 2020-2021, its
first in more than three decades,
after grounding its fleet and mak-
ing heavy lay-offs.

Its losses shrank to $1.1bn in
2021-2022. This week is the first
edition of the biennial Dubai Air-
show since Emirates bounced
back into the black.
AFP

Emirates, flydubai lay big orders at airshow

Washington, US – The White
House hailed "historic
progress" on rebuilding US in-
frastructure since President
Joe Biden – who is ramping up
his 2024 reelection campaign
– signed a major funding pack-
age into law two years ago.

Nearly $400bn for over
40,000 projects has been an-
nounced so far under the Bi-
partisan Infrastructure Law
(BIL) that Biden signed in No-
vember 2021, White House
coordinator Mitch Landrieu
told reporters.

The former New Orleans
mayor said 21mn low-income
households have also gained
access to free or discounted
high-speed internet under the
law.

He also highlighted renova-
tions either launched or
planned to repair more than
135,000 miles (217,000 kilo-
meters) of road, over 7,800
bridges, 445 ports and water-
way projects, as well as 190

airport terminals.
In the rail sector alone, the

law provides for $66bn of
funding.

A statement outlining the
"historic progress by the num-
bers" also mentioned thou-
sands of projects to build
resilience against climate and
cybersecurity threats as well as
several clean energy initiatives.

"This has never happened
in the history of this country,"
Landrieu said. He estimated
however that it would take a
number of years for projects to
reach completion, many not
until after the November 2024
presidential election.

The US president nonethe-
less hopes that by beginning
construction -- and erecting
signs bearing his name to proj-
ects financed by the law – that
he will be able to sway Ameri-
can voters, many of whom
face issues with crumbling in-
frastructure.
AFP

US infra law funding
over 40,000 projects

Paris, France – Around 100 cli-
mate campaign groups warned
COP28 organisers Monday that
success of critical upcoming
talks in Dubai rests on whether
countries can negotiate a formal
agreement to replace polluting
fossil fuels with clean power.

Published two weeks before
the conference in oil-rich United
Arab Emirates, the open letter
from groups led by Oil Change
International and 350.org ex-
pressed alarm that the hosts of
the UN talks could be positioning
to accept a watered-down out-
come.

The letter to COP28 incoming
president Sultan al Jaber said the
success of the conference will ul-
timately "be judged by whether
it secures an agreement on a
comprehensive energy pack-
age".

The centrepiece of the No-
vember 30 to December 12 cli-
mate meeting will be a
"stocktake" of the world's
progress so far on meeting the
Paris Agreement's ambitious

goal of curbing global warming
to 1.5 degrees Celsius above the
pre-industrial era.

The world is currently far off
track and now faces the daunting
challenge of cutting carbon
emissions almost in half this
decade while also coping with in-
creasingly ferocious and costly
climate disasters.

The organisations said failure
to agree to slash energy sector
emissions in line with scientific
advice and to negotiate a "phase

out of fossil fuels would have a
major impact both on the world's
most vulnerable populations and
ecosystems and on the credibil-
ity of this process".

Signatory climate groups,
which also included Greenpeace,
Climate Action Network and the
Union of Concerned Scientists,
called for formal agreement on a
set of energy priorities.

These include "an immediate
end to fossil fuel expansion and
an urgent decline in fossil fuel

production and use this decade"
and ultimately a phase out of the
oil, gas and coal responsible for
most of the planet-heating
greenhouse gas pollution.

It also echoed the COP28 pri-
orities of tripling renewable en-
ergy and doubling energy
efficiency, while calling for a
"monumental scaling up" of fi-
nance from rich countries to
support those in the developing
world.

"If this is the COP to 'correct

course' and 'keep 1.5C alive' as
you have declared is your prior-
ity, all of these elements will
need to be part of its formal de-
cision," said the letter to Jaber.

The climate groups said they
were "gravely concerned" that
Jaber's recent letter to the nearly
200 parties to the UN climate
process "signals a shift in tone
and a noticeable lowering of am-
bition on the energy package".

Observers have raised con-
cerns that the UAE climate
envoy might be planning to
shunt more contentious issues
out of the formally negotiated
text -- agreed by hard-fought
consensus -- and into flimsier
voluntary pledges.

Jaber wrote that he was plan-
ning to push for a "high ambition
outcome" in his letter to parties,
inviting countries to join a pledge
endorsing the global tripling of
renewables and doubling of en-
ergy efficiency "and to come to
COP with tangible commitments
to realize this goal".
AFP

Climate campaign groups demand COP28
aims for formal energy transition deal

New York, US – The US econ-
omy is contending with a wave
of union activism unseen in
decades as organised labour
seizes a rare opportunity to play
hardball in a tight employment
market.

Sectors experiencing unrest
include automobiles, health
care, restaurants, defense, air-
lines, technology and the per-
forming arts.

In some cases, employees
have threatened to walk out, but
didn't actually strike.

"Workers haven't had much
leverage for decades, and cer-
tainly not in the aftermath of the
2008-2008 recession," said
Susan Schurman, professor of
labor relations at Rutgers Uni-
versity.

Schurman considers the cur-
rent dynamic the most advanta-

geous for unions since the
1930s, a rupture from a long pe-
riod in which employers had the
upper hand.

"Wages have been stagnant
for decades," Schurman said.
"The pandemic changed all
that," with the low unemploy-
ment bolstering worker lever-
age.

Such a backdrop has given
momentum to organizing cam-
paigns at more companies, al-
though establishing a union
shop remains difficult.

In some cases such as Star-
bucks and Amazon, workers
have voted in favor of represen-
tation, but struggled to seal a
contract with the employer.

The activism can feed on it-
self as workers in different sec-
tors observe each other fighting
for more, sometime spurring

concessions from employers
who are trying to stay union-
free, said Schurman.

This can mean higher wages,
better working conditions, in-
creased job security or other

conditions.
Higher consumer prices have

been another catalyst for work-

ers, adding credibility to workers
claims that they need higher pay
just to break even.

Data released this week
showed a 3.7% increase over
September 2022, down from
the 9.1% surge in June 2022.

The Federal Reserve has
raised interest rates 11 times
since March 2022 in an effort to
return inflation to a two percent
target.

In August the United States
lost 4.1mn days of work due to
strikes, the highest level in 23
years, according to the Labor
Department.

One of the most prominent
strikes has been the United Auto
Workers' unprecedented stop-
page of Detroit's "Big Three,"
Ford, Stellantis and General Mo-
tors, the first time the union has
walked out of all three compa-

nies at once.
Pointing to soaring CEO pay

at the companies, UAW Presi-
dent Shawn Fain has called out
the automakers to boost 
pay and restore benefits 
following union concessions
after the 2008 financial crisis
and ensuing auto industry bank-
ruptcies.

"Another record quarter, an-
other record year. As we've said
for months: record profits equal
record contracts," Fain said
Tuesday as he announced the
latest expansion of the strike at
GM.

"It's time GM workers, and
the whole working class, get
their fair share," said Fain, who
has seen gradually improved
company offers as evidence the
"stand up" strike is working.
AFP

Tight job market rebalances power between US business and labour

Istanbul, Turkey – Turkish Air-
lines, the country's flag carrier,
confirmed Monday that it was
in talks with Airbus to buy up
to 355 jets in a huge push to
expand its fleet.

"Negotiations are held with
Airbus regarding the purchase
of a total of 355 aircraft – 240

of which are firm and 115 of
which are optional – to be de-
livered between 2026-2036,"
the airline said in a statement.

It did not disclose any finan-
cial details for the deal an-
nounced as the Dubai Air
Show opens on Monday,
where a number of major pur-

chases could be signed this
week.

In September, Turkish Air-
lines revealed plans to pur-
chase 10 additional Airbus
A350-900 aircraft, nearly
doubling its existing fleet of the
widebody planes.
AFP

Turkey starts talks with Airbus for 355 jets

This order represents
a significant 
investment that
demonstrates 
Dubai’s commitment
to the future of 
aviation
Sheikh Ahmed bin 
SAeed Al mAktoum

Sectors experiencing strikes include automobiles, health care, restaurants, and airlines (AFP)
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H H Sayyid Theyazin bin
Haitham al Said, Minister of Cul-
ture, Sports and Youth, oversaw
the signing of a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) between
Al Mouj Muscat and the Ministry
of Culture, Sports, and Youth
(MCSY) to provide development
and on-the-job training opportu-
nities to Omani youths. 

Under the agreement, young
talents of Oman will gain invalu-
able hands-on experience in a
variety of fields.

Commemorating the partner-
ship, Al Mouj Muscat also
hosted a memorable showcase
that brought together the na-
tion’s brightest talents to mark
this year’s Omani Youth Day.
Under the theme ‘Horizon’, the
activities featured art, culture
and creative performances, de-
signed in four different zones for
all ages to explore and enjoy.

“Our youth are our future and
the driving force behind our na-
tion’s vision. At Al Mouj Muscat
we are proud to provide a plat-
form that fosters their growth
and empowerment,” said Nasser
al Sheibani, CEO of Al Mouj
Muscat, adding that their part-
nership with the Ministry of Cul-
ture, Sports, and Youth for this
year’s Omani Youth Day pro-
gramme has enabled them “to
not only shed-light on the

tremendous talent and potential
we have locally but also provide
youth with the right tools and
skills to succeed in today’s com-
petitive job market”.

The four main zones encom-
passed, ‘Energies’, a blend of in-
novations, ideas, artistic
initiatives and live youth perform-
ances, and ‘Reflections’, an im-

mersive experience that encour-
aged youth to continue pursuing
their dreams and aspirations
through digital displays. Visitors
were also invited to take a stroll

through ‘Span or length’, a cre-
ative path of digital arts curated
by youth, while the Stage Area
hosted various activations and
performances in addition to the

official opening event.
Al Mouj Muscat continues to

identify opportunities that will
further develop Oman’s budding
talents. Whether by providing

space, training or support, it re-
mains committed to help propel
the nation forward, working to-
wards a shared goal of growth
and prosperity for Oman and its
people. Al Mouj Muscat is a des-
tination without an equal. It has
redefined urban living in the re-
gion with an impressive portfolio
of oceanfront residential proper-
ties, luxury and authentic hospi-
tality, elegant Business Parks,
award-wining architecture and
well-designed landscapes.

A warm and diverse commu-
nity at the heart of Oman’s capi-
tal, Al Mouj Muscat created a
sense of belonging for 8,000
residents from 85 nationalities
who now call it home. With a vi-
brant dining and retail district,
residents and visitors alike are
able to enjoy a wide range of culi-
nary experiences in a lively
oceanfront setting. 

Al Mouj Muscat provides an
exclusive lifestyle that urges
families and individuals to live life
to the fullest, do better, see more
and live richer. For work or
leisure, residents and visitors can
stay, dine or relax at seven luxury
hotels, including Kempinski and
The St Regis; experience boating
in Oman’s largest Marina; or
awaken their sporting skills at an
18-hole golf course that’s listed in
the world’s top 100.

Al Mouj Muscat signs MoU with MCSY

NaseejOman, the flagship brand
of Oman Textile Mills, has been
at the forefront revolutionising
safety and functionality of cus-
tomised workwear and institu-
tional uniforms that form an
integral part of various sectors
and industries across Oman. 

With 35 years of expertise,
NaseejOman has gained the trust
of companies from oil and gas
sector to military and beyond, in
Oman and the GCC. The com-
pany boasts of high In-Country-
Value and Omanisation.

As industries continue to pri-
oritise the well-being of their
workforce even more in a post
pandemic world, the importance
of customised workwear and
uniforms has also increased ex-
ponentially.

NaseejOman recognises this
need and has positioned itself as
the trustworthy partner for com-
panies across sectors, offering
them bespoke solutions without
compromising on safety, func-
tionality, and industry-specific
requirements.

Faseem P P, the Chief Market-
ing Officer of Oman Textile Mills,
said, “We have always strived to
ensure that we deliver excep-
tional products that surpass in-
dustry standards and cater to
safety and wellbeing of workers
in every sector. We firmly believe
that a ‘one-size-fits-all’ approach
does not work when it comes to
workwear and institutional uni-
forms and hence our team of ex-

perts works closely with clients
to understand their specific
needs and deliver products ac-
cordingly.” 

NaseejOman’s workwear
range includes overalls, pants,
shirts, jackets, T-shirts, polos,
vests, smelter socks, arc flash
shirts, disposable coveralls, and
more. 

Explaining the stringent man-
ufacturing process, Devraj
Mehta, Factory Manager, Oman
Textile Mills, says, “Our work-
wear garments are crafted from
basic to technical fabrics, includ-
ing inherent flame-retardant va-
rieties, taking into consideration
the challenging climatic condi-
tions in the region.” 

The mill is well-equipped with
production lines from Europe
and Japan, having Shuttle less
Projectile Looms in Weaving De-
partment, Dyeing and Finishing
machines, Screen and Digital
Printing in Process House. With
a processing capacity of 6 Mil-

lion meters per annum, OTM can
dye and print multi-fibre fabrics
including Cotton, Polyester, Silk
and Viscose. 

Adherence to international
standards of manufacturing and
safety means that protective
clothing is offered in pre-shrunk,
sanforised fabrics with specialty
treatments or with in-built per-
formance fibres. The clothing so-
lutions strike a balance between
comfort and durability. Cus-
tomized styles are available for
corporate and institutional
needs.”

All workwear and uniforms
are manufactured in-house in
state-of-the-art Oman Textile
Mills factory, which is committed
to maintaining international
manufacturing standards and
sustainable practices. The com-
pany implements Quality Man-
agement standard of ISO 9001:
2015 and Environmental Man-
agement System (EMS) of ISO
14001: 2015 standard.

Oman Textile introduces
new corporate wear line

Mercedes-Benz is significantly
upgrading the compact GLA
SUV with numerous innovations
and more extensive standard
equipment. The new radiator
grille with vertical louvres and
horizontal fin enhances the pow-
erful character.

In addition, the bonnet with
discreetly suggested power
domes underlines the self- con-
fident appearance. The re-
designed front bumper with
visual underride protection
points to the GLA's off-road
genes.

Added to this is the mod-
ernised light signature in the
standard LED High Performance
front headlights and the LED rear
lights. Mercedes-Benz is expand-
ing the range of options with the
new Spectral Blue paint colour
and four additional wheel de-
signs. In the basic trim, the new
GLA stands on 17-inch five-twin-
spoke alloy wheels in high-gloss
black with high-gloss turned sur-
faces. Optional 18- to 20-inch
wheels are also available.

The free-standing double
screen is one of the highlights of
the significantly upgraded inte-
rior. Its two 10.25-inch wide-
screen displays offer a holistic
high-tech experience and en-
hance the open-plan architec-
ture. The steering wheel of the
current generation is upholstered
in leather as standard; ARTICO
imitation leather is available as
an alternative. 

The new GLA is equipped
with comfort seats as standard.
They are upholstered in ARTICO
man-made leather and three-di-
mensionally embossed fabric in
black. They are also optionally
available in the trendy sage grey
colour. The Progressive equip-
ment variant offers three interior
colours: black, macchiato beige
and sagegrey. In the AMG Line,
the standard seat cover in AR-
TICO man-made leather/mi-
crofibre MICROCUT is now also
available in bahia brown. 

A total of four upholstery
colours are available in the AMG
Line: black, bahia brown, sage
grey and the new shade red pep-
per combined with black. The
fabric covering of the comfort

seat is made of 100% recycled
materials. In the case of the AR-
TICO/MICROCUT seat cover,
this proportion is 65% in the seat
mirror and 85% in the bottom
fabric.

Mercedes-Benz has signifi-
cantly upgraded the standard
equipment of the GLA and tai-
lored the offer logic even more
precisely to specific customer
wishes. For example, in addition
to the leather steering wheel and
LED front headlights, the basic
equipment already includes
Highbeam Assist, a backup cam-
era and the USB package. From
the Progressive equipment vari-
ant onwards, customers also re-
ceive the Parking Package and
the Mirror Package. Further

functional equipment is bundled
into packages based on real cus-
tomer behaviour. In terms of de-
sign features such as colours,
upholstery, trim and wheels,
those interested can configure
the vehicles individually.

The GLA now also features
the latest generation of MBUX –
with newly designed display
styles: while ‘Classic’ provides all
relevant driver information,
‘Sporty’ impresses with the dy-
namic rev counter. ‘Discreet’ re-
duces the displays to the
essential content. In combination
with the three Navigation, Assis-
tance and Services modes plus
the 10 colour worlds of Ambient
Light, there are numerous indi-
vidualisation options.

Mercedes-Benz GLA: Sporty compact
SUV with numerous innovations

Serving up the finest tastes of
Lebanon, the multi-award-win-
ning Dubai dining destination, Al
Nafoorah, is opening in an ex-
clusive pop-up at Zuka, the
beachfront restaurant at
Jumeirah Muscat Bay, bringing
the authentic flavours of the
Levant to the shores of Oman. 

Running for a mong, from
November 15 to December 15,
multi award-winning Chef Ali
Fouad will serve a specially cu-
rated menu designed to take

guests on an authentic culinary
journey. 

Meaning ‘The Fountain’ and
taking inspiration from the

Berdawni Riviera, known as the
‘city of wine and poetry’, diners
are invited to experience rich
Lebanese heritage, as they are
welcomed with an innovative
menu to transport them to the
vibrant and cosmopolitan city of
Beirut, while taking in spectacu-
lar sunset vistas.

With over 20 years of expe-
rience, Chef Ali has been recog-
nised with several regional
culinary awards including being
a three-time winner of the ‘Mid-

dle East Speciality Chef’ title by
ProChef ME. 

His menus are inspired by his
Lebanese heritage and are ded-
icated to creating local authen-
ticity, a commitment that is
supported by quarterly visits to
Lebanon for inspiration to con-
stantly improve the offering and
range of ingredients.

The bespoke pop-up menu
will feature signature dishes in-
cluding Chef Ali’s Tata’s Salad,
inspired by his grandmother’s

recipe that has been passed on
for generations, served along-
side well-loved cold and hot
Mezzeh, freshly baked manak-
ish and a selection of mouth-
watering grills including lobster,
tiger prawns and Black Angus
tenderloin. 

For the perfect sweet ending,
guests can delight in heavenly
Cheesecake Baklawa, all served
with an array of tantalising cock-
tails and mocktails inspired by
Lebanese heritage.

Jumeirah Muscat Bay brings Lebanese flavour to Al Nafoorah with Chef Ali
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North Gaza hospitals no longer functioning
Jerusalem - The hospitals in
northern Gaza were no longer
functioning amid fuel shortages
and intense combat, with the
death toll inside the territory’s
largest facility rising, the
Hamas-run health ministry said
on Monday.

Israel argues its Hamas ene-
mies built their military head-
quarters under the Al-Shifa
hospital complex, while UN
agencies and doctors in the facil-
ity warned a lack of generator
fuel was claiming lives, including
infants.

Witnesses reported intense
overnight air strikes, with tanks
and armoured vehicles just me-
ters from the gate of the sprawl-
ing Al-Shifa compound at the
heart of Gaza City, now an urban
war zone.

The Hamas government’s
deputy health minister Youssef
Abu Rish said the death toll in-
side Al-Shifa rose to 27 adult in-
tensive care patients and seven
babies since the weekend as the
facility suffered fuel shortages.

Gaza has been reliant on gen-
erators for over a month after Is-
rael cut off power supplies
following the October 7 attack
and the besieged territory’s only
power plant ran out of fuel.

Abu Rish told AFP all hospitals
were ‘out of service’ in the terri-
tory’s north, where black smoke
rose from a bombed mosque and
a rare person on the street car-
ried a white flag.

The World Health Organiza-
tion in the Palestinian Territories
said early on Monday that at
least 2,300 people - patients,
health workers and people flee-
ing fighting - were inside the crip-
pled Al-Shifa facility.

“There are dozens of dead
and hundreds of wounded that
no one can get to. Ambulances
are at a standstill because they

get shot at when they go out,”
hospital director Mohammad
Abu Salmiya told AFP.

The Israeli army pushed on
with their campaign, determined

to destroy the Islamist move-
ment whose gunmen it says
killed at least 1,200 people, and
took about 240 hostages in the
country’s worst ever attack.

But Israel is facing intense in-
ternational pressure to minimise
civilian suffering amid its mas-
sive air and ground operations
that Hamas authorities say have
killed 11,180 people, including
4,609 children.

Israel said 44 of its troops
have been killed in the Gaza of-
fensive.

A lack of fuel was also hitting
the UN agency for Palestinian
refugees UNRWA, with the
group’s Gaza chief Thomas

White saying operations ‘will
grind to a halt in the next 48
hours as no fuel is allowed to
enter’ the territory.

- Fear of regional conflict -
The Israel Defense Forces on

Monday reported more heavy
fighting and again stressed its
claim that Hamas was hiding in
civilian infrastructure.

“IDF troops are continuing to
conduct raids... targeting infra-
structure located in central gov-
ernmental institutions in the

heart of the civilian population,
including schools, universities,
mosques and residences of fight-
ers,” it said.

In another operation, ‘IDF
ground troops entered the resi-
dence of a senior Islamic Jihad
fighter and located a large num-
ber of weapons inside the kids’
room of the residence’.

Teams of Israeli troops ran
between jagged ruins in Gaza
while air strikes shown on grainy
military-released video shattered

buildings.
Palestinian prime minister

Mohammad Shtayyeh on Mon-
day urged the European Union
and the United Nations to ‘para-
chute aid’ into Gaza, especially
the hard-hit northern areas.

Israel’s Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu has said
Hamas must first release the
hostages before any ceasefire
would be considered, but he told
US media on Sunday that ‘there
could be’ a deal in works.

Israelis are stunned by the
October 7 attack and worried for
the fate of the captives, with
families planning to deliver a let-
ter at the UN headquarters in
Jerusalem seeking action.

The war in Gaza has also
spurred concerns of a wider re-
gional conflict.

International attention has fo-
cused on the plight of Palestini-
ans, and protests have been held
worldwide in solidarity with the
2.4mn under bombardment and
siege for more than five weeks.

Among those fleeing northern
Gaza on Sunday was Adel
Shamallakh, who was pushing a
stretcher with four young chil-
dren, some crying and shooing
flies from their faces.

“The road is so bumpy, more
than expected. Destruction is
everywhere, even birds there
have no more life.”

About 980 trucks carrying
humanitarian aid have been let
into Gaza since October 21, ac-
cording to the UN humanitarian
agency.

Fuel has been a key need, es-
pecially for hospital generators,
but Israel has been concerned
that any fuel deliveries could be
diverted to Hamas fighters.

Palestinians in Gaza’s south
have been forced to adapt to the
lack of basic resources.
AFP

Death toll inside Al-Shifa hopital rose to 27 adult intensive care patients and 7 babies since weekend

A wounded Palestinian child and other members of the family arrive at Nasser Hospital in Khan Yunis, following Israeli air strikes that hit their building in the southern Gaza Strip city on Monday (AFP)

Warsaw,  Poland - Poland’s new
parliament opened on Monday
for its first session after elections,
as both the ruling populists and
the liberal opposition bid to form
the next government.

The ruling Law and Justice
(PiS) party won the largest num-
ber of seats in October’s vote,
though short of a majority. Even
so, President Andrzej Duda has
given it first crack at forming a
new government, which the an-
alysts say it has no chance of
doing. 

In his opening speech before
the parliament, Duda declared
‘readiness’ to cooperate with the
new lawmakers but praised the
PiS allies for ‘eight good years’

they had spent in power.
Three pro-EU parties led by

former prime minister and Euro-

pean Council president Donald
Tusk won enough to form a ma-
jority and are gearing up to form

a government, though they first
will have to wait for PiS’s efforts
to fail. “This is an unprecedented
situation in more than 30 years
of the history of democratic
Poland,” said Stanislaw Mocek, a
sociologist and president of the
Collegium Civitas university in
Warsaw.

“The first votes on Monday
will show the real balance of
power in the new legislature,” he
said. PiS holds 194 out of 460
seats in the lower chamber, com-
pared to 248 seats for the pro-
EU opposition. At the inaugural
parliamentary session at 12pm
(1100 GMT), Prime Minister
Mateusz Morawiecki will dis-
solve the government, which will

stay on in an interim capacity.
The newly-elected MPs will also
select the leadership of the lower
house - a first test of strength for
the current opposition.

PiS has said it will ‘do every-
thing’ to be able to form a new
government within the constitu-
tionally allocated 14 days and
then for that government to pass
a vote of confidence within 14
days after that.

“This mission is seen as des-
tined to fail,” Mocek said.

He said PiS was just ‘playing
for time’ to receive additional fi-
nancing, put their people in key
posts and ‘ensure a soft landing’
when it goes into opposition.
AFP

Iran hangs three
men over 2019
bombing attacks

Beirut,  Lebanon - At least
eight pro-Iran fighters were
killed in US strikes on eastern
Syria, a war monitor said on
Monday, a day after Washing-
ton carried out raids in re-
sponse to attacks on
American forces.

The toll is ‘eight pro-Iran
fighters dead, including at
least one Syrian, and Iraqi na-
tionals’, the Syrian Observa-
tory for Human Rights said,
following the strikes late on
Sunday on the Mayadeen and
Albu Kamal areas of Syria’s
eastern Deir Ezzor province
near the Iraqi border.

US Defense Secretary Lloyd
Austin said on Sunday the
United States had carried out
strikes against two Iran-linked
sites in Syria in response to at-
tacks on American forces.

It was the third time in less
than three weeks that the US
military has targeted locations
in Syria it said were tied to
Iran, which supports various
armed groups that Washing-
ton blames for a spike in at-
tacks on its forces in the
Middle East.

The surge is linked to the
war between Israel and
Hamas, which began when
the Palestinian group carried
out a shock cross-border at-
tack from Gaza on October 7.

Israel’s retaliatory military
campaign in Gaza since has
killed more than 11,000 peo-
ple, also mostly civilians, ac-
cording to the Hamas-run

health ministry.
“US military forces con-

ducted precision strikes today
on facilities in eastern Syria
used by Iran’s Islamic Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps (IRGC)
and Iran-affiliated groups in
response to continued attacks
against US personnel in Iraq
and Syria,” Austin said in a
statement.

“The strikes were con-
ducted against a training facil-
ity and a safe house near the
cities of Albu Kamal and
Mayadeen, respectively,” he
said.

Iran’s foreign ministry
spokesman Nasser Kanani
said on Monday that ‘the
Americans make unproven
claims such as resistance
forces taking orders from Iran’.

“We have stated many
times that the resistance
groups do not take orders
from Iran, nor do we give them
instructions,” he said.
AFP

Eight pro-Iran fighters
dead in US strikes in
Syria, says monitorWashington,  US - US Senator

Tim Scott announced on Sunday
that he is withdrawing from the
US presidential race, saying vot-
ers had given him a clear mes-
sage of ‘not now.’

The South Carolina lawmaker,
who was running to become the
first Black Republican president,
had been struggling to rise above
the pack in the party’s crowded
field.

Polling in sixth place among
Republican primary candidates,
the 58-year-old had only 2.5 per
cent of the vote, according to the
RealClearPolitics average of re-
cent major opinion polls.

“I am suspending my cam-
paign. I think the voters who are
the most remarkable people on

the planet have been really clear
that they’re telling me: “Not now
Tim,” he told the Fox News pro-
gramme Sunday Night in America.

Scott officially announced he
was running for the Republican

nomination in May after spend-
ing months visiting the states
considered crucial to gaining
early momentum in the contest.

During his campaign he fre-
quently underlined his Christian
faith and the conservative values
he learned growing up in a poor,
single-parent household.

Scott was one of five Republi-
cans appearing in the third tele-
vised Republican debate last
Wednesday as challengers for
the party’s nomination sparred
over Ukraine, China, abortion
and the future path of the party.

Notably absent from the stage
was former president Donald
Trump, who is leading the field
by leaps and bounds with 58.5
per cent of the vote, according to

RealClearPolitics.
Scott said he had no interest

in becoming a running mate to
any of the remaining candidates.

“Being vice president has
never been on my to-do list for
this campaign, and it’s certainly
not there now.”

He also stopped short of
throwing his support behind any
of the remaining contenders.

“I’m going to recommend that
the voters study each candidate
and their candidacies and frankly
their past and make the best de-
cision for the future of their
country,” he said.

“The best way for me to be
helpful is not weigh in on who
they should endorse.”
AFP

Tehran,  Iran - Iran hanged on
Monday three men who were
convicted of carrying out 2019
bombing attacks in the restive
southeastern province of Sistan-
Baluchistan, the judiciary said.

The three men were sen-
tenced to death after they were
found guilty of bombing attacks
targeting a police station in Za-
hedan, the capital of Sistan-
Baluchistan province, in 2019.
“The sentences against the per-
petrators of bombings in Za-
hedan were carried out
today,”  the Mizan Online said.

Mostafavinia said the defen-
dants were also convicted over
‘receiving military training, trans-
ferring and hiding bomb-making
materials’.
AFP

New Polish parliament opens as balance of power shifts

Polish President Andrzej Duda addresses the parliament in the Polish

parliament in Warsaw on Monday (AFP)

US presidential race: Republican
candidate Tim Scott withdraws

The strikes were
conducted
against a training
facility and a safe
house near the
cities of Albu
Kamal and
Mayadeen 
lloyd austin

US Senator from South Carolina

Tim Scott (AFP)

There are dozens of dead and 
hundreds of wounded that no one
can get to. Ambulances are at a
standstill because they get shot 
at when they go out 
mohammad abu salmiya
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APEC SUMMIT

San Francisco,  US - President
Joe Biden, eager to showcase
US leadership in the face of Bei-
jing and Moscow, this week
leads another major summit,
but this time the guests will in-
clude not only allies but Chinese
President Xi Jinping.

Biden will welcome to San
Francisco the 20 other mem-
bers of the Asia-Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation (APEC)
forum, conceived three decades
ago in an era when US policy-
makers were convinced that ro-
bust trade would bring the
Pacific Rim together.

That sanguine vision is over,
with the Biden administration at
APEC pushing only a limited
economic pact and in recent
months ramping up sanctions
against China, seen as the main
challenger to US global primacy.

But both the United States
and China have voiced hope for
greater stability and - with a
visit to Washington politically
unfeasible, and US elections
one year away - APEC marks a
unique chance for Xi to see
Biden on US soil.

The Biden-Xi meeting on

Wednesday - their first since a
year ago at a G20 summit in
Bali - is expected to take up
a  broad gamut of disagree-
ments including Taiwan, whose
elections in two months could
trigger fresh tensions with Bei-
jing, which claims the self-ruling
democracy and has not ruled
out seizing it by force.

One US official voiced hope
Xi and Biden would ‘open up
new lines of communication’,
amid US desire to restore con-
tact between the two militaries,
seen as especially vital to man-
aging a Taiwan crisis.

China’s foreign ministry
spokeswoman Mao Ning said
the two leaders ‘will have in-

depth communication on
strategic, general and direc-
tional issues concerning China-
US relations, as well as major
issues concerning global peace
and development’.

Beijing opposes ‘defining the
China-US relationship in terms
of competition’, she added.

For other leaders in San Fran-

cisco, APEC risks ‘feeling like a
sideshow’ to Biden and Xi, but
they are also likely relieved by
the meeting, said Jude
Blanchette, a China specialist at
the Center for Strategic and In-
ternational Studies. “Even coun-
tries in the region who are
extraordinarily worried about
China’s increasing aggression
still have deep economic inter-
linkages with China and at the
margin would vastly prefer a
stable US-China relationship to
an unstable one,” he said.

Allies gather again 
Meanwhile, Biden, drawing an
implicit contrast to his prede-
cessor and rival Donald Trump,
has focused on highlighting al-
liances, including through new
formats such as a three-way
military pact with Australia and
Britain. Despite China’s pres-
ence, the United States will still
work with allies in APEC on
‘pushing back against any sort
of efforts to undermine interna-
tional rules and norms’, Matt
Murray, the senior US official
for APEC, told AFP.

He said the organisation was
well-placed as the venue for the
Biden-Xi summit as APEC is
non-binding, allowing countries
with disagreements to talk.

US allies attending APEC will
include Australian Prime Minis-
ter Anthony Albanese as well as
Japanese Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida and South Korean Pres-
ident Yoon Suk Yeol.
AFP

US Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen delivers remarks at a bilateral meeting with Australian Treasurer Jim Chalmers at the APEC summit at Moscone Center in San Francisco on Monday (AFP)

Biden will
welcome to
San Francisco
the 20 other
members of
APEC forum

China’s Xi to meet Biden on US soil

San Francisco, US - Hundreds of
demonstrators, from anti-capi-
talists to pro-Palestinian advo-
cates, gathered in San Francisco
on Sunday on the eve of an
APEC summit to protest against
the world bloc.

The protestors marched
through the US city demanding
participants in the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation forum
put people and planet above
business.

“APEC is a form of neoliberal
colonial government,” Nik
Evasco told AFP.

“We’re here to make sure
they put people and planet front
and centre of the issues they are
negotiating.’

President Joe Biden this week
plays host to 20 other members
of APEC, a trade-focused body
whose summit will be domi-
nated by the US leader’s meet-
ing with Chinese Premiere Xi
Jinping, as well as Israel’s war
with Hamas.

“They are framing negotia-
tions around trying to build a
green economy, but what actu-
ally happens is exploiting... pre-

cious resources essential to de-
velop clean solutions in order to
make profits for corporate
CEOs here in the US,” said

Evasco.
The gathering also attracted

a number of pro-Palestinian pro-
testers, who called for an end to

‘genocide’ in the Gaza Strip.
“I’m here to protest in soli-

darity with Palestinians who
have been undergoing 75 years
of occupation and genocide and
ethnic cleansing,” said Eleonore
Collet, 28.

“It’s truly a genocide, and we
are funding it in the US and that
feels deeply wrong.”

Hamas fighters launched a
bloody assault in Israel on 
October 7, killing around 1,200
people. Israel’s response has
since killed more than 11,000
people in Gaza, also mostly
civilians, over 4,600 of them
children, according to the
Hamas government’s media 
office.

Collet said even though Israel
was not part of APEC, she felt it
made sense to demonstrate
here. “The cause of the libera-
tion of peoples is international,
all these causes are intercon-
nected,” she said.
AFP

San Francisco,  US - The
United States will treat Rus-
sia as a full participant in
this week’s Asia-Pacific
summit in San Francisco,
despite US efforts to isolate
Moscow over its invasion of
Ukraine, a senior official
said on Sunday.

With a visit by President
Vladimir Putin politically
unthinkable, Deputy Prime
Minister Alexei Overchuk
will represent Russia at the
summit. 

“He’s being treated as
the head of delegation, and
he’ll have the opportunity to
participate fully in the
week’s events,” Matt Mur-
ray, the US State Depart-
ment official in charge of
APEC, told AFP.

Overchuk is under a va-
riety of Western sanctions

including from the Euro-
pean Union but not specifi-
cally under US sanctions,
unlike much of Russia’s top
brass.

“We’ve been consis-
tently saying all year long
that we wanted to be good
hosts of APEC,” Murray
said of the 21-member or-
ganisation.

“But we were going to do
so within the laws and reg-
ulations of the United
States. And Russia’s partic-
ipation, obviously, has been
shaped by that, because of
the sanctions,” he said.

He acknowledged that
Overchuk ‘clearly won’t be
on the same level’ in diplo-
matic protocol as heads of
state and government who
are coming to APEC.
AFP

Demand to put people and planet above business

A demonstrator waves a Palestinian flag during the ‘No on APEC’ protest in San Francisco on Sunday (AFP)

US says to be ‘good
hosts’ to Russia

Even countries in the region who 
are extraordinarily worried about
China’s increasing aggression still
have deep economic inter-linkages
with China and would vastly prefer 
a stable US-China relationship
jUde blANchette

Seoul,  South Korea - US and
South Korean defence chiefs on
Monday updated a key military
agreement against nuclear-
armed North Korea for the first
time in a decade as they hailed
their ‘stronger than ever’ alliance.

US Secretary of Defense Lloyd
Austin is in Seoul for an annual
security meeting with his South
Korean counterpart Shin Won-
sik, as the allies ramp up their de-
fence cooperation in the face of
growing missile and nuclear
threats from Pyongyang.

At the Security Consultative
Meeting, the defence chiefs re-
vised the Tailored Deterrence
Strategy (TDS), a deal on joint
deterrence strategies to counter
North Korea’s nuclear weapons
and other arms, according to a
joint statement.

The revisions mean the deal

will allow the allies to more effec-
tively ‘deter and respond to ad-
vancing DPRK nuclear and other
WMD and non-nuclear capabil-
ities with strategic impacts’, it
said, using the North’s formal

name.
First adopted in 2013, the al-

lies had been working to update
the document to better reflect
Pyongyang’s rapidly advancing
nuclear and missile threats, ac-

cording to the Yonhap news
agency. This year, Seoul and
Washington have staged joint
military exercises involving ad-
vanced stealth jets and US
strategic assets.

An American nuclear-armed
submarine made a South Korean
port call in July - the first in four

decades - while a US B-52 heavy
bomber landed on the Korean
peninsula ‘for the first time this
century’, Austin noted during a
joint press conference after the
meeting.

“I’m proud to say our alliance
is stronger than ever,” he said.

Despite many conflicts
around the world, Seoul’s de-
fence minister Shin said that
Seoul and Washington main-
tained ‘the most powerful al-
liance in history and the world’.

“If North Korea provokes war,
as confirmed by the leaders of
both countries, what will be elim-
inated will be the Kim Jong Un
regime, and what will be
achieved will be unification
based on the liberal democratic
order led by the Republic of
Korea,” he said.
AFP

New Delhi,  India - More chil-
dren in South Asia are strug-
gling due to severe water
scarcity made worse by the
impacts of climate change
than anywhere else world-
wide, the United Nations said
on Monday.

“A staggering 347mn chil-
dren under 18 are exposed to
high or extremely high water
scarcity in South Asia, the
highest number among all re-
gions in the world,” the UN
children’s agency said in a re-
port. The eight-nation region,
comprising Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India,
Nepal, Maldives, Pakistan
and Sri Lanka, is home to more
than one-quarter of the

world’s children.
“Climate change is disrupt-

ing weather patterns and rain-
fall, leading to unpredictable
water availability,” the UN
said in its report. The report
cites poor water quality, lack
of water and mismanagement
such as over-pumping of
aquifers, while climate change
decreases the amount of
water replenishing them.

“When village wells go dry,
homes, health centres and
schools are all affected,”
UNICEF added. “With an in-
creasingly unpredictable cli-
mate, water scarcity is
expected to become worse for
children in South Asia.”
AFP

South Asia worst in world
for water scarcity: UN

If North Korea 
provokes war, what
will be eliminated
will be the Kim Jong
Un regime, and...
(there) will be 
unification based
on the liberal 
democratic order  
shin won-sik

South Korea, US revise agreement to counter North

US Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin and South Korean Defence Minister

Shin Won-sik attend a welcome ceremony in Seoul on Monday (AFP)
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Dehradun,  India - Rescuers in
northern India battled for a sec-
ond day on Monday to save 40
workers trapped underground
after the road tunnel they were
building collapsed, bringing
down tonnes of debris.

Teams using heavy excava-
tors have been working nonstop
since the collapse early on Sun-
day morning to clear piles of
concrete and earth, but with
more debris falling as workers
tried to clear a passage, a giant
steel pipe was being prepared as
an escape route.

“All the 40 workers trapped

inside the tunnel are safe,”
Karamveer Singh Bhandari, a
senior commander in the Na-
tional Disaster Response Force,
told AFP from the site in the Hi-
malayan state of Uttarakhand,
adding that water and food had
been sent.

Oxygen was being pumped
into the blocked portion of the
tunnel, with food sent through a
water pipe.

Rathodi said excavators had
removed about 20 metres (65
feet) of heavy debris, but the
men were 40 metres beyond
that point.

“Due to excess debris in the
tunnel, we are facing some diffi-
culty in the rescue, but our team
is leaving no stone unturned,”
Bhandari added.

Teams plan to use a heavy
machine to drive a steel pipe
with a width of 90cm (nearly
three feet), wide enough for the
trapped men to squeeze
through, the government’s high-
way and infrastructure com-
pany said.

“Water, food, oxygen, elec-
tricity all are available with the
work force trapped inside the
tunnel... All the stranded work-

ers are safe as communicated
by them,” the statement added.

Initial contact was made via a
note on a scrap of paper, but
later rescuers managed to con-
nect using radio handsets.

“Some small food packets
were sent in through a pipe
which is also taking oxygen in-
side,’ rescue official Durgesh
Rathodi told AFP from the site.

Uttarakhand chief minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami, who on
Monday flew to the site of the
accident, said on X, formerly
Twitter, that the work to remove
the tumbled concrete debris

was ‘being made continuously
to bring them out safely’.

“Contact has been made with
the workers trapped in the tun-
nel through a walkie-talkie,” he
said. “Efforts are being made to
get them out safely soon.”

One rescue worker, quoted
by the Press Trust of India news
agency, said the men were con-
tacted shortly after midnight on
Monday. Disaster response of-
ficial Devendra Patwal said that
while the men were trapped,
they had space in the tunnel
area where they were.
AFP

Rescue workers are seen at the site after a tunnel collapsed in the

Uttarkashi district of India’s Uttarakhand state, on Monday (AFP)

Former leader David Cameron
returns to British government

Philippine rights campaigner de Lima ‘triumphant’ after winning bail
Manila,  Philippines - Jailed
Philippine human rights cam-
paigner Leila de Lima was ‘tri-
umphant’ on Monday after a
judge granted her bail, putting
her a step closer to freedom after
nearly seven years behind bars.

De Lima, one of the most out-
spoken critics of former presi-
dent Rodrigo Duterte and his
deadly anti-drug war, was jailed
on narcotics-related charges she
says were fabricated to silence
her. The former senator, justice
minister and human rights com-
missioner waved to supporters
as she exited the Manila court,
surrounded by police officers and
journalists.

“This is a moment of tri-

umphant joy and also thanksgiv-
ing,” de Lima said before board-
ing a minibus to be taken back to
prison. “I’ve been praying so hard
for this day to come. It’s very
painful to be jailed despite being
innocent.”

Her lawyer, Filibon Tacardon,
said de Lima ‘cried’ when the de-
cision was announced in the
court.

“We expected the bail solely
because of the merits of the
case,” Tacardon told reporters.

“We believe that she’s inno-
cent - we all believe that she’s in-
nocent and all these charges are
trumped up.”

De Lima, 64, is accused of
taking money from inmates in-

side the largest prison in the
Philippines to allow them to sell
drugs while she was justice min-

ister from 2010 to 2015.
Multiple witnesses, including

prison gang bosses, died or re-

canted their testimonies, result-
ing in the dismissal of two of the
three charges against de Lima.

She still faces life in prison if
convicted on the remaining
charge.

In a decision dated November
10, Judge Gener Gito allowed de
Lima and her four surviving co-
accused to post bail of 300,000
pesos (US$5,350) each.

It was not immediately clear
when de Lima would walk free
from the national police head-
quarters where she has been
held in a compound for high-pro-
file detainees, rather than one of
the country’s overcrowded pris-
ons. Tacardon said he hoped it
would be later on Monday.

‘Unjustly prosecuted
and detained’ 
Since President Ferdinand Mar-
cos came into office in June 2022
there have been renewed calls
from human rights groups, for-
eign diplomats and politicians for
de Lima’s release.

Rights groups welcomed the
bail decision.

“She never should have been
unjustly prosecuted and de-
tained by former President Ro-
drigo Duterte,” Human Rights
Watch deputy Asia director Bry-
ony Lau said.

Lau said Duterte’s administra-
tion ‘concocted evidence and
used the machinery of an abu-
sive state to punish her for per-

forming her duties as a senator
and speaking out against the war
on drugs’.

Amnesty International called
for the last remaining drug
charge to be ‘dismissed expedi-
tiously’ and those behind her de-
tention ‘be brought to justice’.

Before her arrest on February
24, 2017, de Lima had spent a
decade investigating ‘death
squad’ killings allegedly orches-
trated by Duterte during his time
as Davao City mayor and in the
early days of his presidency.

She conducted the probes
while serving as the nation’s
human rights commissioner, and
then as justice minister.
AFP

Former Philippine senator and human rights campaigner Leila de Lima

speaks to members of the media in Muntinlupa on Monday (AFP)

London,  UK - Former UK leader
David Cameron sensationally re-
turned to the British government
as foreign secretary on Monday,
as Prime Minister Rishi Sunak
shook up his top team ahead of a
general election expected next
year.

Sunak sacked right-wing fire-
brand Suella Braverman as inte-
rior minister, after critics accused
her of heightening tensions dur-
ing weeks of contentious pro-
Palestinian demonstrations and
counter-protests in Britain.

He replaced her with James
Cleverly, who had been foreign
secretary, before announcing
Cameron as Cleverly’s surprise
replacement.

Cameron, 57, quit as prime
minister in 2016 after losing the
Brexit referendum. He stood
down as an MP the same year.

He became mired in scandal
in 2021, after lobbying the UK
government for finance group
Greensill Capital, which later col-
lapsed and the episode was seen
as badly tarnishing his reputa-
tion. 

Cameron will be made a life
peer in the House of Lords,
Britain’s upper chamber of parlia-
ment, Downing Street an-
nounced, meaning that he can sit
in government.

The former leader said he
‘gladly accepted’ the role as
Britain faced ‘a daunting set of in-
ternational challenges’.

“While I have been out of

front-line politics for the last
seven years, I hope that my expe-
rience - as Conservative leader
for 11 years and prime minister
for six - will assist me in helping
the prime minister to meet these
vital challenges,” Cameron
added.

‘Desperate’ 
Following her dismissal, Braver-
man said ‘it has been the greatest
privilege of my life to serve as
home secretary’. 

“I will have more to say in due
course,” she added. The changes
are part of Sunak’s first major

reshuffle of his top ministers
since becoming the country’s
leader in October last year.

The Conservatives, in power
for nearly 14 years, said the
changes ‘strengthen his team in
government to deliver long-term
decisions for a brighter future’.

Set to be announced through-
out the day, they are also ex-
pected to reward loyalists and
younger emerging MPs, as the
party struggles for popularity.

Cameron’s unexpected return
surprised even those who com-
ment daily on British politics, and
was viewed as having been made
with the next general election
firmly in mind. The Tories have
trailed the main Labour opposi-
tion by double-digit margins
throughout Sunak’s time in
power, and are widely tipped to
lose the contest due next year.

Although he has a high profile
and contacts around the world,
Cameron’s appointment may not
prove a vote winner. Polling in
September showed 45 per cent
of UK adults felt unfavourably to-
wards him, while only around a
quarter held a favourable view.

Tim Bale, politics professor at
London’s Queen Mary Univer-
sity, said Sunak was likely drawn
to Cameron’s ‘clout on the inter-
national stage’ and hoped to ap-
peal to increasingly dissatisfied
centrist and centre-right voters.

“I’m very sceptical that it’ll
make much difference on that or
any other score,” he noted.  “It
looks desperate - because that is
what it is!”

Braverman had stoked contro-
versy throughout her tenure, tak-
ing a hardline stance on
immigration in particular and
regularly wading into so-called
culture wars issues which are
seen as dividing the electorate.

But her position became in-
creasingly untenable after she
last week wrote an explosive
newspaper article, without
Sunak’s approval, accusing police
of bias towards left-wing causes.

The article was blamed for
stoking tensions ahead of a
weekend of protests calling for a
ceasefire in Gaza, which coin-
cided with Armistice Day events,
and prompted calls for her to be
sacked.
AFP

Indian rescuers battle to save 40 trapped in collapsed tunnel

London,  UK - A terminally-ill
British girl at the centre of a legal
battle over her treatment died on
Monday, less than 24 hours after
specialists withdrew life support,
her parents announced.

Indi Gregory passed away in
the early hours of Monday after
the 8-month-old’s parents lost a
bid to transfer her to Italy for
treatment, despite the govern-
ment in Rome awarding her citi-
zenship. Her emotive case
became the latest in Britain to pit
parents against the country’s
legal and healthcare systems.

Indi was diagnosed with mito-
chondrial disease, a genetic con-
dition that prevents cells in the
body producing energy.

There is no cure for mitochon-
drial disease and her parents -
Claire Staniforth and Dean Gre-
gory - had wanted her to be
treated at the Vatican-owned
Bambino Gesu hospital.

But Britain’s National Health
Service (NHS) and multiple UK
courts ruled against transferring
her, arguing it was not in the 8-
month-old’s best interests.

The Court of Appeal on Friday
also rejected a plea to have her
life support removed at home in-
stead of in a hospital.

Her parents have decried the
decisions, and said they were

‘angry, heartbroken and
ashamed’ as they announced
their daughter’s death via the
Christian Concern group that has
been supporting the couple.

“The NHS and the courts not
only took away her chance to live
a longer life, but they also took
away Indi’s dignity to pass away
in the family home where she be-
longed,” Gregory said in a state-
ment. “They did succeed in taking
Indi’s body and dignity, but they
can never take her soul.”

Italian Prime Minister Giorgia
Meloni, whose Brothers of Italy
party promotes traditional
Catholic family values, an-
nounced last week that Indi Gre-
gory had been granted Italian
citizenship.
AFP

Critically ill girl dies
after court battle

Baby Indi with her parents Claire Staniforth and Dean Gregory in the

Queen’s Medical Centre (QMC) in Nottingham, in September (AFP)

British PM
Sunak sacked
right-wing
firebrand
Suella
Braverman
as interior
minister

The NHS and the
courts not only took
away her chance to
live a longer life,
but they also took
away Indi’s dignity
to pass away in the
family home where
she belonged 
gRegoRyThis file photo shows David Cameron arriving at the Houses of Parliament in London on September 5, 2016 (AFP)



DAILY CROSSWORD

GeMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21
It won't feel like a risky endeavor to reach out to others for help today.

You will find like-minded people everywhere you go, and they'll know

what you need almost before you know it yourself. Wearing your

heart on your sleeve can usually leave you feeling vulnerable, but right

now it is a wonderful way to connect with people who want what you

want. Don't be shy about your feelings today, because you never

know who might share them. Go out there and find out.

taURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20
People aren't listening very carefully today. There is a lot of

distraction in the air, so be warned that what you say might be

misinterpreted. When you speak the truth in a direct manner, some

folks might think you're coming off as pushy or pompous. It isn't ideal

that you have to exert extra energy to make sure they don't read you

wrong, but you do. The good news is that by putting forth the effort to

make things clear with them, you'll reap a big reward.

TEST YOUR 
KNoWLedGe

answers:1. A  2. D  3. C

CaNCeR JUNE 22-JULY 22
Try not to edit your words or censor your impulses today. Let yourself

be as outrageous as you want to be. When you let loose and get a little

crazy, you knock down a few mental walls and let new inspiration shine

in. And if anyone is watching, they won't laugh at you. They will want to

get in on the good time you're so obviously having! Your irreverent

behavior will set the tone and help everyone else shake loose the

mental cobwebs. It's a great day for brainstorming.

Leo JULY 23-AUGUST 22
Today, a friend's emotional turmoil could really get in your way. You

need to value the relationship you have with them by supporting

them through tough times, but you also need to be honest if their

drama is getting to be too much for you. Get to the heart of the

matter and be direct in what you say. You need to make an impact.

While your announcement might make them more upset initially,

they will eventually be thankful for your honesty.

LIBRa SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22
Let your sense of humor guide you through any sticky situations

that might pop up today. Celebrate the fact that you have a sharper

wit than most people by using it every chance you get! With one

quick quip, you'll be able to get the upper hand without anyone

even realizing you took it, and this will enable you to win any

argument without breaking a sweat. The key is to be flexible and

patient. You'll have to wait for your perfect moment to strike.

VIRGo AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22
Let your sense of humor guide you through any sticky situations that

might pop up today. Celebrate the fact that you have a sharper wit

than most people by using it every chance you get! With one quick

quip, you'll be able to get the upper hand without anyone even

realizing you took it, and this will enable you to win any argument

without breaking a sweat. The key is to be flexible and patient. You'll

have to wait for your perfect moment to strike.

SCoRpIo OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21
If you're still preoccupied by a career issue, you need to have a

conversation with someone you trust before it turns into a career crisis.

These concerns aren't going to go away unless you share your woes.

Keeping it all bottled up inside will only increase your stress and make

the problem seem bigger than it really is. Get a fresh perspective from

someone who has been there before. They'll have some sound advice

that can help you relax and see a new way to handle things.

SaGIttaRIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER21
You're getting awfully sick of the scenery around you, which means that

it's time for a change! This attitude combined with a little bit of free

time in the afternoon makes today an ideal day to start making some

new travel plans. And you get bonus points if they involve a destination

outside the country. Do some research on far-flung places and find out

what the best times of year are to visit. Let your imagination go. Reach

for the most elaborate journey you can imagine and afford.

aQUaRIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18
If you're looking for some inspiration to feed your creativity and

energy, you can certainly go to your usual sources of music, movies,

and nature. But you will probably get everything you need even more

quickly by seeking it from another person. Observe one of the newer

people in your life and watch how they treat others today. Integrate

some of their techniques into your own way of interacting and you'll

soon feel like a whole new door has opened.

CapRICoRN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
You've been flattered by someone who's been making bold plays for

your attention, but there is also something about them that bugs you.

Listen to that nagging voice in your head and try to avoid giving this

person what they're asking for just yet. You don't want them to think that

they've got your trust before they actually do. Others might appear as

they are not, and while it's their right to put on an act, it's not in your best

interests to help them do that.

pISCeS FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20
Great days like today don't come around very often, so try to enjoy

every minute of it! Reach out into the world with both hands and find

out what adventure or mischief you can become a part of. If you feel

like taking a nice long hike or catching a movie matinee, do it. This is

a great day to indulge yourself and ignore whatever chores or tasks

are waiting for you at home, if you can get away with it without

leaving anyone in the lurch, of course!

aRIeS MARCH 21-APRIL 19
Your creativity has a mind of its own today, leading you to make

different choices than you usually do. Friends who are expecting you to

act one way might have a hard time believing it when you want to act in

another, but they're definitely going to like what they see. Today should

be all about letting the deepest side of your personality out into the

world in all its unique and kooky glory. You will be loved, celebrated,

and empowered.

01. Where are the Tasaday peo-
ple indigenous?
A. The highlands of Mindanao in
the Philippines
B. Central Australia
C. The Darién Gap
D. Southern Mongolia

02. Between 1696 and 1851, the
British government imposed a
tax on what part of a house?
A. Number of chimneys
B. Roof area
C. Front door area
D. Number of windows

03. Which fermented liquid
condiment used for flavouring,
especially of grilled meats (and
also used as an ingredient in
cocktails and drinks) was first
made by two dispensing
chemists, John Wheeley Lea and
William Henry Perrins?
A. Tomato sauce
B. Tabasco sauce
C. Worcestershire sauce
D. Mayonnaise

LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 and

only one instance of each number

You have three minutes to find
all the words contained in this
word. 

Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don’t count

WoRd BUILdeR

do YoU SUdoKU?BoGGLeR

SU
d

o
K

U
 e

a
SY

 a
N

SW
eR

Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by
linking adjacent letters - to the left,
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal
to each other. The Boggles Classic
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words
are valued at one point for each
letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one
point, a four letter word is  worth
two points, and so on. Valid words
must be at least three letters long. 
Solution 20-25 words:
Excellent, 15-20 words: Very
good, 10-15 words: Good, 
5-10 words: Average

aCRoSS

1) Sore feet, in slang

5) Bygone Russian ruler

9) Familiar places of comfort

14) Almond-shaped

15) Tingle that irritates

16) A Muse

17) Proofreader's instruction

18) Pasture female

19) Correct

20) Sprout up

23) Former Japanese capital

24) Keats work

25) Gilligan's stranding place

28) Brief expression of a

guiding principle

30) Ramshackle, as a

watermelon?

33) Deception

34) Hinny's kin

36) "Long_ and far away ... "

37) Composes

38) Place to go when hacked

WHO GIVES A HOOT?

42) Face-to-face exam

43) River rodent

44) Tentative taste

45) Last half of a cocktail?

46) Hebrew letters

48) Word with "human" or

"alien"

52) Treeless plain

54) Shed tool

56) Negative link

57) What nerds have

61) Low, dull impact sound

63) Subordinate of a mar-

quis

64) Capital of Latvia

65) Insect-catching bird

66) Liver spread

67) It gives the eye its color

68) Ascended, as from a

grave

69) Technical school (abbr.)

70) Walking stick

doWN

1) OId bumper car trademark

2) Bite off too much?

3) Awkward bloke

4) Killed, as a dragon

5) Hardly outgoing

6) Tent securers

7) Farm measure

8) Ostrich look-alike

9) Joan of Arc's offense

10) College at Oxford

11) Another college at Oxford

12) Suffix for some ordinal

numbers

13) Drunkard

21) Fit to be tied?

22) Wives of avid sports

fans, facetiously

26) Last digit in a price, often

27) "Plaines" leader

29) Asian weight unit

31) "Planet of the Apes" set-

ting

32) Bad attribute of many a

prima donna

35) DiMaggio's 56 games,

e.g.

37) Prop for Sherlock

Holmes

38) German "Mrs."

39) Beautiful arcs

40) It's passed for funds

41) Slander relative

42) Legendary Giant Mel

46) In need of a good fixing

47) Some summer attire

49) A Gandhi

50) Something to knock

some sense into?

51) Bribe, in slang

53) Gifted one?

55) Forest fledgling

58) Foreign Legion head-

wear

59) Palindromic Indian bread

60) Clapton of "Layla" fame

61) EMT's skill

62) Flowery gift
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Kolkata, India - Mitchell Starc on
Monday said Australia have lived
up to their reputation of “peaking
at the right time” after overcom-
ing a shaky start to win seven
straight World Cup matches.

The five-time champions take
on South Africa in the second
semi-final in Kolkata on Thursday
after the two teams ended on 14
points each in the group stage.

Australia lost a one-day series
in South Africa followed by a se-
ries defeat to India ahead of the
World Cup.

They then suffered opening
defeats at the tournament to the
hosts by six wickets and the Pro-
teas by a huge 134 runs.

“It’s been quite busy, the guys
who were in Africa as well, I think
we counted it’s like our 15th flight
since we’ve been in India,” Starc
said on the gruelling schedule.

“For the guys who were in
Africa as well, it’s been a jam-
packed 10 or 11 weeks. It’s a
World Cup, it’s what we play for.
We seem to be peaking at the

right time which Australia tend
to do in tournament play.”

The left arm-quick added:
“Whilst we didn’t start the way
we wanted to, we’ve certainly
had good contributions from in-
dividuals along the way and we
find ourselves in another World
Cup semi-final.”

Australia have been the most
successful team in the World
Cup with title wins in the 1987
(India), 1999 (England), 2003
(South Africa), 2007 (West In-

dies) and 2015 (Australia and
New Zealand) editions.

They were runners-up in the
inaugural edition in 1975 and
then again in 1996, reached the
quarter-finals in 2011 and lost to
eventual winners England in the
2019 semi-finals.

Starc, who was part of Aus-
tralia’s 2015 ODI and 2021 T20
World Cup triumphs, said the ex-
perienced team will not be over-
awed by Thursday’s occasion at
Kolkata’s iconic Eden Gardens.

“Whether it’s goosebumps or
not, it’s just another game,” he
said. “I’ve played a lot of one-day
cricket...(performing in big
matches) is not something that’s
really spoken about.

“It’s a very calm group, this
one, and fairly experienced with
a couple of younger, less experi-
enced guys gelling in really
nicely.”

Australia have beaten South
Africa twice in World Cup semi-
finals in 1999 and 2007. Both
times they went on to win the
title.

Starc, 33, and a veteran of 119
one-day internationals, was the
leading bowler in the World
Cups of 2015 and 2019 with 22
and 27 wickets respectively.

In all, he has 230 wickets in
the format.

He and fellow quick Pat Cum-
mins have 10 wickets each in the
tournament so far with team-
mate and leg-spinner Adam
Zampa leading the bowling
charts with 22.

New Delhi, India - After almost
six weeks of huge totals, shock
wins, heartbreaking losses,
records and controversies, the
group stage of the Cricket
World Cup ended on Sunday.

Ahead of the semi-finals,
which get underway on
Wednesday, AFP Sport looks at
10 highlights from the opening
round:

South Africa in 
fast lane 
The tournament was just two
days old when South Africa’s
Aiden Markram smashed the
fastest World Cup century off
49 balls against Sri Lanka in
New Delhi.

His team also entered the
record books with the highest
ever tournament total of 428 in
a 102-run win.

Markram’s blitz bettered the
50 balls Ireland’s Kevin O’Brien
needed to hit a 100 against Eng-
land in Bengaluru in 2011.

Pakistan’s record
chase 
Mohammad Rizwan and Abdul-
lah Shafique made centuries as
Pakistan chased down the high-
est target in World Cup history
to beat Sri Lanka by six wickets
in Hyderabad.

Rizwan overcame leg cramps

to score 131 not out while
Shafique hit 113 as Pakistan
overhauled their 345-run target.

Sri Lanka’s imposing total of
344-9 was built around brilliant
hundreds from Kusal Mendis
and Sadeera Samarawickrama.

Afghanistan make
mark 
Afghanistan pulled off one of the
greatest World Cup shocks
when they defeated defending
champions England by 69 runs
in New Delhi.

Chasing 285 to
win, after opener
R a h m a n u l l a h
Gurbaz had hit a
blistering 80,
England were
bowled out for
215 with spinners
Mujeeb Ur Rahman
and Rashid Khan claim-
ing three wickets each.

Eight days later in Chennai,
Afghanistan chased down 283
to shock neighbours Pakistan
with Ibrahim Zadran, Rahmat
Shah and Gurbaz all scoring
fifties.

In between, the Netherlands
exploited South Africa’s dislike
of chasing by stunning the Pro-
teas by 38 runs in what Dutch
media described as “the miracle
of Dharamsala”.

Maxwell part 1 
Maxwell took Markram’s fastest
World Cup century record by
hitting a 41-ball hundred in Aus-
tralia’s 309-run rout of the
Netherlands at New Delhi.

Australia made 399-8 before
the Dutch were dismissed for
just 90 in 21 overs.

Maxwell’s ton was also the
fourth fastest century in all
ODIs. South Africa’s AB de Vil-
liers leads the way with his 31-
ball century against the West
Indies in Johannesburg in 2015.

Run festival 
Australia edged out New
Zealand by just five runs in the
highest-scoring World Cup
game in history in Dharamsala.

Australia scored 388 as
Travis Head scored 109. New
Zealand battled hard with
Rachin Ravindra making 116.

With a total of 771 runs, it
was the highest scoring game at
a World Cup, beating the 754
scored in South Africa’s win
against Sri Lanka earlier in the
tournament.

India thrash Sri
Lanka 
Mohammed Shami took five
wickets as Sri Lanka were
bowled out for just 55 as India
secured a semi-final place with

a colossal 302-run win in Mum-
bai. Sri Lanka’s woeful innings
featured five noughts, with both
their openers falling for golden
ducks.

Fakhar’s fireworks 
Fakhar Zaman cracked a blister-
ing century in a rain-affected
and dramatic 21-run victory for
Pakistan over New Zealand at
Bengaluru.

The left-hander smashed 11
sixes and eight boundaries in his
unbeaten 81-ball 126 as rain
forced a premature end to the
match with Pakistan 200-1 after
25.3 overs. Rachin Ravindra hit
his third century of the tourna-
ment while Kane Williamson
scored 95 to help New Zealand
pile up 401-6 in their 50 overs.

King Kohli 
Virat Kohli equalled Sachin Ten-
dulkar’s record of 49 one-day
international hundreds as India
bowled out South Africa for just
83 in a 243-run rout with the su-
perstar hailing his achievement
as “the stuff of dreams”.

Kohli, on his 35th birthday,
got to the landmark in 119 balls,
including 10 fours, at Kolkata’s
iconic Eden Gardens which was
packed with around 70,000
fans.

It had taken him 277 innings

to score 49 hundreds at this
level compared to the more than
450 required by fellow India
2011 World Cup-winner Ten-
dulkar.

Timed-out
controversy 
Sri Lanka’s Angelo Mathews
branded Bangladesh captain
Shakib Al Hasan as “disgraceful”
after he became the first player
in 146 years of international
cricket to be given “timed out”.

Mathews was adjudged to be
out after failing to take strike
within the two-minute time limit
when he came out to bat in New
Delhi. Shakib refused to with-
draw the appeal.

Maxwell part 2 
Australia captain Pat Cummins
described it as “the greatest
one-day innings ever played” as
Glenn Maxwell’s stunning 201
not out guided Australia into the
semi-finals in a sensational
three-wicket victory over
Afghanistan in Mumbai.

At 91-7, chasing 292, Aus-
tralia were staring at defeat be-
fore Maxwell’s 128-ball innings
which featured 21 fours and 10
sixes as he became just the third
batsman to score a World Cup
double century.
 AFPGlenn Maxwell celebrates after Australia’s victory against Afghanistan

Mumbai, India - India may be the
outstanding team at the World
Cup but coach Rahul Dravid has
warned Wednesday’s semi-final
against New Zealand in Mumbai
represents the “pointy end in a
tournament”.

Sunday’s 160-run defeat of
the Netherlands left hosts India
with a perfect played nine, won
nine record - the first time any
side had achieved such a feat at
a World Cup featuring a round-
robin format.

India are well-stocked in all
departments, with star man Virat
Kohli the tournament’s leading
batsman with 594 runs and cap-
tain Rohit Sharma not far behind
on 503.

The experienced duo have
scored three hundreds between
them, while the likes of Shreyas
Iyer and KL Rahul both appear to
be coming into form at the right
time following their centuries
against the Netherlands.

Meanwhile, India boast a for-
midable fast-bowling line-up in
Jasprit Bumrah, Mohammed
Siraj and Mohammed Shami.

If successful teams are fortu-
nate as well as good, then India
certainly had a lucky break when
an injury to all-rounder Hardik
Pandya paved the way for
Shami’s return, with the experi-
enced seamer having since taken
16 wickets in five matches at a
stunningly low average of under
10.

In addition spinners Ravindra
Jadeja and Kuldeep Yadav are
also capable of taking wickets
without being flogged for runs.

And yet the fact remains India
have been waiting since a 2011
triumph over Sri Lanka in Mum-
bai to win a third World Cup title,
while their last major piece of sil-
verware was the 2013 Champi-
ons Trophy.

Four years ago, New Zealand
defeated India by just 18 runs in
a rain-affected World Cup semi-
final in Manchester that spanned
two days, with the Black Caps
also beating India in the inaugu-
ral 2021 World Test Champi-
onship final.

Five of the India side who fea-
tured in the 2019 semi-final -

Rohit, Kohli, Rahul, Bumrah and
Jadeja - are set to be involved
again on Wednesday.

“You’re at a pointy end in a
tournament now,” said Dravid.

“There is going to be certain
amount of pressure but I think
the way we have responded to
the pressure so far gives us a lot
of belief.”

Dravid’s argument is sup-
ported by the manner of India’s
four-wicket win against New
Zealand in the group stage at
Dharamsala last month.

Despite Daryl Mitchell’s 130,
India held New Zealand to 273,
with Shami taking 5-54 before
Kohli made 95 and Jadeja,
demonstrating his big-match
temperament, a valuable 39 not
out.

Wednesday’s match takes
place at Rohit’s Wankhede Sta-
dium home ground, where India
bowled out Sri Lanka for just 55
to win by 302 runs in the group
stage, with the aggressive 36-
year-old opener leading from the
front at what could be his last
World Cup.

India set for New Zealand clash
at ‘pointy end’ of World Cup

Thrills, upsets and controversies    

Australia ‘peaking at right time’ at
World Cup, says key bowler Starc

India’s Coach Rahul Dravid (L) during a practice session in Bengaluru on Saturday (AFP)

Lahore, Pakistan - Bowling coach
Morne Morkel on Monday be-
came the first man to quit Pak-
istan’s backroom staff following
the team’s exit from the World
Cup in India.

The Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) said the 39-year-old has
tendered his resignation.

“Morkel has resigned as the
bowling coach of the Pakistan
men’s team,” said a PCB release.
“He was given a six-month con-
tract in June this year.”

PCB said his replacement will
be announced before the team’s
three-Test tour of Australia start-
ing next month. Pakistan’s team
director Mickey Arthur told AFP

that Morkel had enjoyed his brief
stay in the job.

“Morne was only contracted
until January 2024 but his work
with other leagues does not allow

any more time unfortunately,”
said Arthur.

“He loved his time with us and
is very sad that he can’t con-
tinue.” Pakistan crashed out of

the World Cup following a 93-run
defeat against England in Kolkata
on Saturday, failing to reach the
semi-finals with five defeats and
four wins.

Skipper Babar Azam and
Arthur are also under fire for the
poor show of a team which was
ranked as the world’s top ODI
side before the tournament.

This is the fifth time in the last
six World Cups that Pakistan
failed to reach the semi-finals.

Arthur’s contract as head
coach was not renewed after
Pakistan’s failed campaign in
2019. He is back in a second spell,
this time as team director.
AFP

Pakistan bowling coach Morkel quits after flop show

Ten
first round

highlights of
the World

Cup

Morne Morkel 

We’ve cer-
tainly had
good contri-
butions from
individuals
along the way
MITCHELL STARC



Rome, Italy - A magnificent long-
range strike from Federico Di-
marco set up Inter Milan for a
2-0 win over Frosinone on Sun-
day that sent them back top of
Serie A ahead of the international
break.

Among Inter’s title rivals, only
Juventus won over the weekend.
The pair meet in the next round
of matches in Turin.

A gap is opening below the
two traditional giants, after AC
Milan and Napoli continued to
lose ground.

Simone Inzaghi’s joyful Inter
side have won ten of 12 games
and have 31 points, with Massi-
miliano Allegri’s Juventus on 29.
AC Milan are third on 23 after
letting slip a 2-0 lead over Lecce.
Defending champions Napoli
have 21 after losing to Empoli.

Such is the confidence at Inter,
that Dimarco shot shortly after
crossing the halfway-line from
the left touchline, his arcing shot
dropping under the crossbar and
into the Frosinone goal with
‘keeper Stefano Turati clutching
at air.

Hakan Calhanoglu doubled
the lead, converting a spot-kick
just after the break.

Earlier, Napoli fell to a shock 1-
0 home defeat to Empoli, leaving
the defending champions on the

verge of sacking  new coach Rudi
Garcia. Lazio and Roma slugged
out a goalless stalemate in the
Rome derby.

Napoli were booed off after
Viktor Kovalenko’s superb last-
minute strike snatched the win
for Empoli, leaving the hosts
eight points behind leaders Ju-
ventus and looking over their
shoulder.

No-one from Napoli spoke to
the media after yet another poor
display on home turf. The club
have not won a fixture in Naples
since the end of September.

The Gazzetta Dello Sport and
Naples-based daily Il Mattino
both reported that Napoli owner
Aurelio De Laurentiis had already
decided to sack Garcia and that
the Frenchman will not take

training on Wednesday.
De Laurentiis has also called a

summit in Rome on Monday to
decide on the successor, with
Igor Tudor and Fabio Cannavaro
among the names cited.

Garcia took over from title-
winning coach Luciano Spalletti
in the summer but his days al-
ready look numbered after a poor
performance against Empoli who

lifted themselves out of the rele-
gation zone.

The 59-year-old Garcia won
Ligue 1 with Lille in 2011 but his
stock has fallen dramatically
since being sacked by Roma in
early 2016.

He was fired from Al Nassr in
April, after the Saudi Arabian
club signed Cristiano Ronaldo.

Napoli’s home record is the
15th-best in the league while on
the road where they are un-
beaten in all competitions and
have won six from eight fixtures.

Three defeats in six league
home matches is already more
than last season’s total but didn’t
lead to them losing their place in
Italy’s top four.

Lazio and Roma meanwhile
played out a goalless draw in a
Rome derby which was full of
needle between fans, players and
coaches.

Roma would have drawn level
on 20 points with Atalanta and
Fiorentina if they had won the
first Rome derby of the season
but offered little at the Stadio
Olimpico.

Jose Mourinho’s team move
up one place to seventh, ahead of
Bologna on goal difference, while
Lazio stay a point behind their
local rivals in 10th.
AFP

Johannesburg, South Africa -
Peter Shalulile and Aubrey Mod-
iba scored as Mamelodi Sun-
downs of South Africa beat
Wydad Casablanca of Morocco
2-0 in Pretoria on Sunday to win
the inaugural African Football
League.

Sundowns won the two-leg
final 3-2 on aggregate to claim
their first African trophy since
lifting the CAF Super Cup six
years ago.

It was their first success
against Wydad in a knockout tie
having lost twice to them in the
semi-finals and once in the quar-
ter-finals of the CAF Champions
League from 2017.

This was also the first time
more than one goal separated
the clubs, with eight of the previ-
ous 13 meetings won by a one-
goal margin and the other five
drawn.

Success was worth four mil-
lion dollars to Sundowns - the
equivalent of winning the South
African league five times.

“I am so lucky to be in charge
of this magnificent group of play-
ers,” said Sundowns coach Ru-
lani Mokwena.

“My thanks to the yellow na-
tion (Sundowns supporters) for
their wonderful support from the
first minute to the last.

“It is difficult to talk now. This
is a very emotional time for me.
There has been so much heart-
break after some previous
matches against Wydad. Now
there is joy.”

Recalled after missing Sun-
downs’ previous five matches in

the competition, Namibia cap-
tain Shalulile broke the deadlock
three minutes into first-half
added time.

Wydad goalkeeper Youssef el
Motie parried a Teboho
Mokoena shot from the edge of
the box and Shalulile reacted

quickest to slam the ball into the
roof of the net.

The goal finally gave the ca-
pacity 50,000 crowd, which in-
cluded the presidents of FIFA
and CAF, Gianni Infantino and
Patrice Motsepe, something to
cheer. Numerous stoppages for
injuries, overly physical chal-
lenges, and time wasting by the
Casablanca outfit combined to
deliver an opening half far below
what was anticipated.

A wayward Wydad pass in
their own half led to Sundowns’
scoring again eight minutes into
the second half.

The ball was intercepted by

Modiba, who eluded the chal-
lenges of two Moroccans before
lifting the ball over El Motie and
into the net.

Needing to score at least once
to force extra time, Wydad be-
came more adventurous and
captain Ayoub el Amloud had a
powerful header off a corner
saved by goalkeeper Ronwen
Williams.

Defender El Amloud, deputis-
ing as skipper for suspended
midfielder Yahya Jabrane,
proved the biggest threat to Sun-
downs with another header not
far off target.
AFP
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Mamelodi Sundowns players celebrate with the trophy after winning the African Football League title on Sunday (AFP)

Inter Milan’s Federico Dimarco celebrates after scoring against Frosinone on Sunday (AFP)

South African
side defeat
Wydad to win
first African
Football
League title

Los Angeles, United States -
The resurgent Houston Rock-
ets powered to a sixth straight
NBA victory on Sunday, with-
standing a 36-point triple-
double from Denver’s Nikola
Jokic in a 107-104 win over the
Nuggets.

Fred VanVleet scored 26
points and Turkish center
Alperen Sengun added 23 for
the Rockets, who improved to
6-3 in the young campaign
after amassing just 22 victo-
ries last season.

Jokic’s fourth triple-double
of the season included 21 re-
bounds and 11 assists and
Denver led 76-74 going into
the final period, which fea-
tured three lead changes.

Jokic drained a three-
pointer with 19.5 seconds left
to cut the Rockets’ lead to 103-
102, but VanVleet made a pair
of free throws and Jae’Sean
Tate came up with a steal as
Denver attempted to inbound

the ball and Houston held on.
Elsewhere Philadelphia’s

Tyrese Maxey exploded for a
career-high 50 points in a 137-
126 victory over the Indiana
Pacers.

Dallas star Kyrie Irving
made seven of 10 three-point-
ers on the way to 35 points in
the Mavericks’ dominant 136-
124 victory over New Orleans
while Miami’s Duncan Robin-
son and Bam Adebayo com-
bined for 50 points as the
Heat rallied to beat the San
Antonio Spurs 118-113.

In Philadelphia, Maxey
keyed a victory for a Sixers
team rattled by the road acci-
dent that left forward Kelly
Oubre nursing a broken rib
and other injuries after he was
hit by a vehicle while walking
near his home on Saturday.

Oubre was treated in hos-
pital and released, but was on
the minds of his teammates.
AFP

Fred VanVleet of Houston Rockets dribbles the ball during the

game against Denver Nuggets on Sunday

Rockets shoot down
Jokic’s Nuggets,
Maxey’s 50-point
show fuel 76ers

Inter romp clear with Dimarco stunnner

Seoul, South Korea - Fallen for-
mer world number one Kento
Momota won his first bad-
minton title in two years on Sun-
day with a victory over Japanese
compatriot Koki Watanabe at
the Korea Masters.

Now ranked a lowly 52 in the
world, Momota won 21-16, 21-
15 against the world number 26
in the final in Gwangju.

Watanabe won their last
meeting at July's Japan Open,

but Momota's superior touch at
the net saw him take an 11-7
lead into the first mid-game in-
terval.

The left-hander was able to
stay clear and won a superb
rally to convert his first game
point after 23 minutes on court.

The Korea Masters did not
boast the very top players in the
world but the title will be a huge
boost to the 29-year-old Mo-
mota after a difficult few years.

Momota is a two-time world
champion but his once brilliant
career has been in freefall ever
since a car crash in January
2020 in Malaysia.

The badminton ace was
badly hurt and the driver of the
vehicle he was travelling in
killed. He had won a record-
breaking 11 titles in 2019, losing
just six of the 73 matches he
played and looking every inch a
legend in the making.

Sundowns champions

Kento Momota wins Korea Masters for first title in two years

I am so lucky to be in charge of this
magnificent group of players. 
My thanks to the yellow nation (sup-
porters) for their wonderful support
from the first minute to the last
RULANI MOKWENA 

Kento Momota

Miami, United States - Lilia Vu
grabbed her fourth LPGA title
of the year on Sunday, firing a
four-under par 66 to win The
Annika by three strokes to re-
turn to the top of the world
rankings.

Vu had five birdies and one
bogey at Pelican Golf Club in
Belleair, Florida, more than
enough to overhaul overnight
leader Emily Kristine Pedersen
of Denmark.

Pedersen’s bid for a first US
LPGA title stalled, the Dane
finishing with two bogeys and
a closing double-bogey that
left her tied for fifth.

With the season-ending
Tour Championship coming
up next week, Vu has joined
France’s Celine Boutier as the
only players with at least four
wins this season.

The 26-year-old Californ-
ian notched her first career
win in Thailand before adding
major titles at the Chevron
Championship and the
Women’s Open.

Despite those successes,
which will see her replace
China’s Yin Ruoning atop the
rankings and which have her
neck and neck with Boutier in
the race for Player of the Year,
Vu said winning didn’t seem
to be getting any easier.

“It doesn’t,” she said. “I

think each win of mine has had
its own battle and I think today
(it) was, again, myself. The
wheels were kind of falling off
a little bit on the back nine,
early on the back nine.”

She took heart from her
caddie, who told her “we can
make a putt from anywhere,”
and after her lone bogey of the
day at the 12th added birdies
at the 15th and 16th that
proved decisive.

Vu said the biggest lesson
of her breakthrough season
had been “to not give up.”

“I know I tend to be really
hard on myself,” she said. 

Lilia Vu poses with the trophy

after winning The Annika 

Vu surges to victory at
LPGA’s The Annika,
back to No. 1 in world



London, United Kingdom - Cole
Palmer returned to haunt Man-
chester City as the Chelsea for-
ward’s last-gasp penalty rescued
an incredible 4-4 draw against
the Premier League leaders in
one of the games of the season.

Palmer struck in the final sec-
onds after Rodri’s 86th minute
strike looked set to send City
home from Stamford Bridge with
all three points.

It was a sweet moment for
Palmer after City boss Pep
Guardiola opted to sell the rising
star to Chelsea in a surprise £42
million ($51 million) deal in Sep-
tember.

Guardiola said Manchester-
born Palmer, who joined City
aged six, rejected his
offer of more play-
ing time this sea-
son in a bid to
keep him.

The youngster
made his old boss
pay in the most dramatic
fashion, having the final say in an
astonishing encounter that pro-
vided countless plot twists.

City blew the lead three times
and also had to come from be-
hind themselves before finally
being forced to settle for a draw
that leaves them one point clear
of second-placed Liverpool and

third-placed Arsenal.
Erling Haaland’s controversial

penalty had put City ahead be-
fore Thiago Silva equalised.

Raheem Sterling netted
against his old club to give
Chelsea the lead, only for Manuel
Akanji to level at the end of a
breathless first half.

Haaland bagged his 17th goal
of the season after the break, be-
fore Chelsea’s Nicolas Jackson
equalised.

Rodri appeared to
have landed the knock-

out blow with four min-
utes left, but there was a

sting in the tale thanks to
Palmer’s penalty.

City lit the fuse on an explo-
sive contest when they snatched
the lead after 25 minutes.

Marc Cucurella pulled down
Haaland as the City striker tried
to reach Bernardo Silva’s cross
inside the six-yard box.

It was a debatable decision as

Haaland appeared to tug at Cu-
curella’s shirt before the Chelsea
defender’s contract.

Blues boss Mauricio Pochet-
tino was furious that play was
not stopped prior to the cross for
a potential foul by Jeremy Doku
on Reece James and Moises
Caicedo as the Chelsea players
tried to head clear.

Haaland blocked out the bub-
bling Chelsea frustration as he
calmly sent Sanchez the wrong

way from the spot. Chelsea
channelled their angst into a spir-
ited response, and they were
level four minutes later.

Ederson sprang to his left to
make a superb tip-over from
James’ free-kick. 

But from Gallagher’s resulting
corner, Silva glanced his header
into the far corner from six yards
after Palmer blocked Haaland’s
attempt to mark the Chelsea de-
fender. Pochettino’s men took
the lead in the 37th minute when

Josko Gvardiol made a hash of
clearing Gallagher’s pass, getting
his feet in a tangle as James
pounced with a low cross that
gave Sterling the simple task of
tapping in to reward his man of
the match display.

City remained a menace and
they left Pochettino raging at his
players in first-half stoppage-
time when slack marking allowed
Akanji to head home from
Bernardo Silva’s cross.

Two minutes after the inter-
val, City went in front when Haa-
land finished off an incisive
counter. Sliding in to meet Julian
Alvarez’s cross, Haaland bundled
the ball over the line via an acci-
dental deflection off his arm that
survived a VAR check.

Alvarez’s blast was held by
Sanchez, the end-to-end drama
showing no let-up as Palmer’s
superb run was thwarted by Ed-
erson’s save.

Ederson needed treatment for
an injury moments later and the
Brazilian was at fault for
Chelsea’s 67th-minute equaliser.

Instead of pushing away Gal-
lagher’s 20-yard effort, Ederson
parried it straight back to Jack-
son, who gratefully slotted home
for his fourth goal in his last two
games.
AFP
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Chelsea’s Cole Palmer scores against Manchester City in London on Sunday (AFP)

Leverkusen, Germany - Xabi
Alonso’s Bayer Leverkusen
equalled the best start to a Bun-
desliga season in history as they
returned to the top of the table
with a dominant 4-0 home win
over Union Berlin on Sunday.

The victory means Lev-
erkusen have collected 31 of a
possible 33 points after 11
matches, equal to the record set
by Pep Guardiola’s Bayern Mu-
nich in 2015-16.

Bayern’s 4-2 victory over Hei-

denheim saw the Bavarians
spend Saturday night atop the
standings but Alonso’s men were
dominant on Sunday, winning
with goals from Alex Grimaldo,
Odilon Kossounou, Jonathan Tah
and Nathan Tella.

Alonso praised his “patient”
team, saying “we’re very satisfied
with what we’ve done from the
previous international break to
this one... a lot of away games
and every game a win.”

“That was clear - a clear differ-

ence in class,” Union manager Urs
Fischer said to DAZN, saying his
side were in a “relegation battle.”

Leverkusen defender Florian
Wirtz cut holes in the Union de-
fence early but striker Victor
Boniface was off target, blasting
wide twice in the opening min-
utes.

The home side hit the lead
after 24 minutes, Grimaldo stop-
ping on the edge of the box be-
fore chipping a dipping shot over
Union goalie Frederik Ronnow.

Palmer makes his point as Chelsea hold Man City in eight-goal thriller

COLE AS
YOU LIKE!

Barcelona, Spain - Barcelona
striker Robert Lewandowski
ended his barren goalscoring
spell with a brace to rescue the
Spanish champions a 2-1 win
over visiting Alaves in La Liga on
Sunday.

Samu Omorodion sent the
visitors ahead in the first minute
against a dire Barcelona but
Lewandowski’s second half dou-
ble rescued the hosts three
points.

The victory keeps Barcelona in
touching distance of shock lead-
ers Girona, who are four points
ahead, and second place Real
Madrid, who have a two-point
advantage, after both won Satur-
day. Veteran forward
Lewandowski scored a brilliant
header early in the second half
and thrashed home a penalty in
the 77th minute to reach seven
league goals.

Catalonia is in drought and
Lewandowski was enduring one
too, with the striker on his worst
stretch of form for over a decade,
having failed to score in six ap-
pearances prior. Barcelona are
also on their own miserable run
of performances.

Xavi said the team were not in
crisis despite the recent Clasico

defeat and a stumble against
Shakhtar Donetsk in midweek,
and that it was up to him to bring
the team out of their slump.

The coach handed Pedri his
first start after injury, deployed
Joao Cancelo at left-back for the
first time and brought 16-year-
old starlet Lamine Yamal back
into the side. It took just 18 sec-
onds for Alaves to strike.

Ilkay Gundogan lost the ball in
midfield to Jon Guridi and with
Barcelona’s defence in total dis-

array, he fed Javi Lopez to cross
for Omorodion, who slotted
through Marc-Andre ter Ste-
gen’s legs. Barcelona were easily
pulled apart on multiple occa-
sions on the first half, with Alaves
target man Omorodion, only 19,
bettering Jules Kounde on sev-
eral occasions.

Xavi switched the French cen-
tre-back to right back midway
through the first half, after the
striker barged past Kounde and
hit the crossbar.

Lewandowski rescues Barca and
ends drought with Alaves double

Bayer Leverkusen’s Nathan Tella celebrates after scoring against Union Berlin on Sunday (AFP)

Rennes, France - Seven-times
French champions Lyon ended
their wait for a first Ligue 1 victory
of the season by beating 10-man
Rennes on Sunday as fellow
strugglers Clermont and Metz
also won.

Irishman Jake O’Brien rose
highest to nod in the goal that
gave Lyon their first win this term
on 67 minutes, after Rennes had
Guela Doue sent off for a danger-
ous tackle just five minutes into
the tie. Faced with ten men, Lyon

struggled to break down the 12th-
placed side and a tetchy first half
ended on a sour note with an al-
tercation between Rennes coach
Bruno Genesio and a member of
the Lyon staff.

The second half was closely
contested but offered up few big
chances, until the decisive mo-
ment of the match arrived 22
minutes after the break.

Sael Kumbedi crossed into the
box following a corner for the
away side and he found the head

of O’Brien who finally gave Lyon
the breakthrough for which they
had been searching.

Despite some nervy moments
at the end, when ‘keeper Anthony
Lopes came to his side’s rescue,
Fabio Grosso’s men managed to
cling on and see out their very
first win of the Ligue 1 season.

Lyon remain bottom of the
pile, but the result pushes them
to seven points and will doubtless
be a great weight off the mind of
Grosso and his charges.

Earlier on Sunday, Lille moved
up into fourth place after a 1-1
draw at home to Toulouse. Leny
Yoro opened the scoring for the
hosts after half an hour, only for
the 2021 league champions to be
pegged back by Thijs Dallinga,
who got his third in three
matches after netting against Le
Havre and Liverpool.

Lyon’s fellow bottom-of-the-
table strugglers Clermont also
got an important win at home
versus Lorient.

Lyon claim first win of the season away to Rennes

Barcelona’s Robert Lewandowski celebrates with Jules Kounde after

scoring against Deportivo Alaves on Sunday (AFP)

Lyon’s Jake O’Brien heads the ball during their French Ligue 1 match

against Rennes on Sunday (AFP)

Israel lose
to Kosovo
in Euro
qualifying 
Pristina, Kosovo - Israel’s
football team took the field
for the first time since the
October 7 Hamas mas-
sacres and the start of the
war in Gaza, losing 1-0 in
Kosovo in a delayed Euro
2024 qualifier on Sunday.

The game in Pristina,
originally scheduled for Oc-
tober 15, was played under
heavy security. Kosovo is
predominantly Muslim but
also a close ally of the
United States and has good
diplomatic relations with Is-
rael.

The match, which drew a
small crowd on a rainy
night, went off without a
hitch.

Impressive security
measures were in place
around the stadium before
and during the match, in-
cluding the deployment of
special police units.

The Israeli team’s con-
voy to the stadium was also
particularly closely watched
as it travelled through the
city.

“We see scenes with
children, and we have expe-
rienced war ourselves,” Dri-
ton Ajeti, a 37-year-old
lawyer, told AFP.

“We are opposed to the
events we are witnessing,
but today we have come for
the sport, and everything
else is decided elsewhere.”

Gezim Hasi, a 45-year-
old barman, agreed: “We
shouldn’t be getting in-
volved in politics, just
sport.”

Kosovo won thanks to a
41st-minute goal by Milot
Rashica, who plays for Be-
siktas in Turkey.

City blew the lead three times and
also had to come from behind them-
selves before finally being forced to
settle for a draw that leaves them
one point clear of second-placed 
Liverpool and third-placed Arsenal

Leverkusen beat Union to go top and
equal best-ever Bundesliga start
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Turin, Italy - Novak Djokovic will
finish the year as world number
one for a record-extending
eighth time after beating Holger
Rune 7-6 (7/4), 6-7 (1/7), 6-3 in
his opening match at the ATP Fi-
nals on Sunday.

The 24-time Grand Slam
champion needed just one win or
a defeat for young rival Carlos
Alcaraz in order to secure top
spot in the ATP rankings for
2023 and prevailed in a three-
hour Green Group clash with
spirited debutant Rune.

Djokovic, on a run of 19
straight wins, has had an age-de-
fying year, winning three Slams
to become the all-time record
winner of major titles.

The 36-year-old came into
the Finals in Turin off the back of
his seventh triumph at the Paris
Masters, his 40th victory at a
Masters 100 event.

Those are two more records
to add to a long and growing list
for Djokovic, who is hunting a
seventh Finals title which would
take him one ahead of retired
great Roger Federer.

“It means a lot. You could see
that there were a lot of emotions
on the court,” said Djokovic.

“I could feel it, I was very
eager to win the match and get
that monkey off my back... Obvi-
ously a big objective, a big goal
has been achieved, everything
else now is a bonus.”

Djokovic looked on course for
victory when he took a brutal
opening set in decisive fashion,
prevailing in the tie-break with a
stunning cross-court return win-
ner.

And the match looked to have
turned decisively in the third

game of the second set, when
after Rune won the first two
Djokovic broke back in a brilliant
11-point game eventually won at
the third attempt.

Rune kept plugging away,
however, and after the pair
slugged each other with bigger

and bigger hits Djokovic slipped
in the tie-break, missing a simple
volley to draw level on the sec-
ond point and then collapsing to
concede the set.

But after briefly losing it for al-
lowing Rune to break back in
game three of the third set, kick-
ing his rackets in a rage, Djokovic
composed himself and saw out a
historic win.

“I found a way to win today
against an opponent who played
brilliantly... he had a lot of
courage today,” added Djokovic
in Italian. “If I want to keep up
with these youngsters I’m going
to have to work even harder!”

Home hope Jannik Sinner got
off to a near-perfect start by
beating Stefanos Tsitsipas in
straight sets, 6-4, 6-4, delighting
the crowd in Italy’s northwest.

Sinner has had the best sea-
son of his career to date, winning
four tournaments and is set to
become the first Italian ever to
finish a season in the ATP top
five.

The 22-year-old comfortably
dealt with 2019 champion Tsitsi-
pas in front of an enthusiastic
crowd, not dropping a service
game nor facing a break point in
the whole match.
AFP

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic celebrates a point against Denmark’s Holger Rune at the ATP Finals on Sunday (AFP)

Star Czech tennis pair Krejcikova, Siniakova splits: report

REIGN OF NOVAK

Prague, Czech Republic - Seven-
time Grand Slam women’s dou-
bles champions and reigning
Olympic champions Barbora
Krejcikova and Katerina Sini-
akova have split, Czech media
reported on Sunday.

Siniakova initiated the split
after an injury-marred 2023, ac-
cording to media reports, but did

not rule out a potential reunion.
“We have agreed not to play

together from next season. I
wanted a little bit of change,” the
Tenisovysvet.cz website quoted
Siniakova as saying.

“I think a break could do us
good. I don’t rule out we may
play together again and maybe
we’ll be even stronger,” she said

after the Czechs crashed out of
the Billie Jean King Cup finals in
Seville. 

The two 27-year-olds have
won two titles at the Australian
and French Open and at Wim-
bledon together, and one at the
US Open.

They also won Olympic gold
at Tokyo 2020 and the WTA Fi-

nals in 2021. On Saturday, they
lost to Canada’s Leylah Fernan-
dez and Gabriela Dabrowski in
straight sets as the Czechs
bowed out of the Billie Jean King
Cup in the semi-finals.

Hours later, they announced
they had parted ways.

“It was my initiative. I would
like to make progress, improve

and try a different atmosphere,”
said Siniakova, adding they were
both “OK with the split”.

But Krejcikova, the French
Open singles champion from
2021, told reporters the move
was a surprise for her.

“We talked about it a lot, dis-
cussed it a lot. It’s her decision
and I respect it,” she added.

Seville, Spain - Canada com-
pleted a team-tennis double on
Sunday as their women took the
Billie Jean King Cup for the first
time, winning both singles rub-
bers to build an unassailable lead
over Italy.

Canada’s men are the reigning
Davis Cup champions after win-
ning their first title in Malaga last
November.

Marina Stakusic, an 18-year-
old, opened the final in Seville
with a 7-5 6-3 victory over Mar-
tina Trevisan, capping a stunning
week for the rookie.

“We took a risk by selecting a
young player, and it paid off,”
said Canada’s coach Nathalie
Tauziat.

Leylah Fernandez then beat
Jasmine Paolini 6-2, 6-3, to spark
jubilation from the Canadian
team.

“I’m extremely happy, ec-
static,” said Fernandez.

Canada, captained by Heidi El
Tabakh, became the 13th nation
to win the Billie Jean King Cup
and the second consecutive new
champion after Switzerland won
in Glasgow 12 months ago.

Stakusic, ranked 258th in the
world, beat three top 100 players
this week, including Trevisan.

Fernandez defeated Czech
Wimbledon champion Marketa
Vondrousova in the singles semi-
finals rubber on Saturday before
playing again in the decisive dou-
bles, as she too shone in the
south of Spain.

“Leylah played her role as
leader and that made all the dif-
ference,” said Tauziat. “She pre-
pares like a boxer, ready to enter

the ring, to receive blows and to
give them.”

Fernandez said the  victory
had taken time.

“You know, it’s the first time
that Canada has ever won the
Billie Jean King Cup. I can finally
say this - we’re world champions,
and we rightfully deserve it,” she
said.

“We worked really hard the
past years, and, you know, I think
every year, as I said before, we

just keep improving.” “It’s show-
ing on the tennis court. It’s show-
ing in competition, individual
competitions. Now it has shown
on the biggest stage in the world.”

Italy continued their 10-year
drought in the competition,
known as the Fed Cup until
2020, having won the last of
their four titles in 2013.

“It’s been a very tough week
for me, mentally and of course
physically,” said Trevisan.

“We spent a lot of energy on
court and of course out of the
court. Maybe today my physical
energy was, well, a little bit low.

“I’m a player that need to be
very fast on court, and today I
wasn’t too much - it wasn’t
enough.”
AFP

Canada take first
Billie Jean King Cup
to complete double

Canada’s Leylah Fernandez (L) celebrates with team captain Heidi El

Tabakh after beating Italy’s Jasmine Paolini on Sunday (AFP)

Djokovic top
of the world
after sinking
Rune at ATP
Finals

Leylah played
her role as
leader and that
made all the
difference 
HEIDI EL TABAKH

I could feel it, I was very eager to 
win the match and get that monkey
off my back... Obviously a big objec-
tive, a big goal has been achieved,
everything else now is a bonus 
NOVAK DJOKOVIC
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W
orld Diabetes Day is
marked every year on
14 November,  the
birthday of Sir Freder-

ick Banting, who co-discovered in-
sulin along with Charles Best in
1922. Around 100 years after the
discovery of insulin, millions of peo-
ple with diabetes around the world
cannot access the care they need.
The 2021 – 2023 theme is 'Access
to Diabetes Care'.  

Understanding
Diabetes
There are three main types of Dia-
betes: Type 1 Diabetes, Type 2 Dia-
betes and Gestational Diabetes and
Gestational Diabetes.
Type 1 Diabetes: Thought to be an
autoimmune condition where the
immune system mistakenly attacks
and destroys insulin-producing beta
cells in the pancreas. This is typically
diagnosed in children and young
adults. Individuals with Type 1 dia-
betes require insulin therapy for sur-
vival. Symptoms of Type 1 Diabetes
include increased thirst, frequent
urination, unexplained weight loss,
fatigue, and blurred vision.
Type 2 Diabetes: Often associated
with insulin resistance, where the
body's cells do not respond effec-
tively to insulin and the pancreas
may not produce enough insulin.
Type 2 Diabetes is commonly diag-
nosed in adults, but it can also occur
in children and adolescents. While

some people with Type 2 diabetes
may require insulin, many can man-
age the condition through lifestyle
changes, oral medications, or other
injectable medications. Symptoms
are more similar to Type 1 diabetes
but may develop more gradually. In
some cases, individuals may not ex-
perience noticeable symptoms.
Gestational Diabetes: It develops
during pregnancy when the body
cannot produce enough insulin to
meet the increased needs, leading
to elevated blood sugar levels. It oc-
curs during pregnancy and usually
resolves after childbirth. Some
women may need insulin therapy
during pregnancy to manage blood

sugar levels. The main risk factors
include Increased age, family history
of diabetes, overweight or obesity,
and certain ethnic backgrounds. If
not properly managed, gestational
diabetes can increase the risk of
complications for both the mother
and the baby. It also increases the
risk for Type 2 diabetes later in life.

World Diabetes Day provides an
opportunity to raise awareness of
diabetes as a global public health
issue. On the lines of WHO, let’s
highlight the need for equitable ac-
cess to essential care, including
increasing awareness of diabetes.

Protect yourself 
l Maintain a Healthy Diet: Focus

on a well-balanced diet. Limit in-
take of processed foods, sugary
beverages, and high-fat, high-
sugar snacks.

l Regular Physical Activity: Engage
in regular exercise, aiming for at
least 150 minutes of moderate-
intensity aerobic activity per
week.

l Maintain a Body Mass Index
(BMI) within the recommended
range.

l Monitor Blood Sugar Levels: If
you have risk factors for diabetes,
monitor your blood sugar levels
regularly.

l Limit Alcohol Consumption: If
you choose to drink alcohol, do
so in moderation. 

l Quit Smoking: Smoking is asso-
ciated with an increased risk of
diabetes and complications. 

l Manage Stress: Practice stress-
reducing activities such as medi-
tation, deep breathing, yoga, or
mindfulness.

l Regular Health Check-ups:
Schedule regular check-ups with
your healthcare provider to mon-
itor your overall health.

l Know Your Family History: Un-
derstand your family's medical
history, as genetics can play a
role in diabetes risk.
By incorporating these lifestyle

changes, you can significantly re-
duce your risk of diabetes.

From risk to resilience

Dr Atma S Raj
Specialist Internist

Badr Al Samaa
Hospital, Ruwi
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diabetes 
management

O
n the occasion of World
Diabetes Day (November
14), it is important for par-
ents in Oman, as in other

parts of the Middle East, to keep a
watch on what their children eat so that
they don't end up with juvenile obesity
a definite pointer for developing dia-
betes early in life.

The mantra for good health, there-
fore, could be avoidance of fast foods,
fried foods, processed foods, colas, etc,
during childhood in a bid to keep
dreaded diseases like diabetes at bay.
Sadly, these are the very foods that
children are lured towards currently at
all food courts/restaurants in town
these days.

In Oman, a seminar has been
planned at Radis-
son Blu Sohar on
December 7 to
mark this occasion.
The topics to be
discussed include
Treatment of T2DM based on recent
international guidelines, Diabetic neu-
ropathy – approach and management,
Clinical evaluation and treatment of
obesity in a diabetic clinic,  technology
and challenges in management of DM,
among others. Specialists and experts
form Khoula Hospital, SQUH, Sohar
Hospital, and NDEC (National Diabetes
and Endocrine Center) will take part in
the panel discussions and workshops. 

Recent trends have indicated that

the incidence of diabetes is increasing
rapidly worldwide, with a dramatic in-
crease in prevalence in the Middle
Eastern countries, among adults and in
children alike. This trend is evidenced
and emphasised by a 3% increase in
the occurrence of this disease in chil-
dren, in whom it manifests itself in
many debilitating ways.

According to the IDF Diabetes
Atlas—Seventh Edition, the number of
children (0–14 years) with T1DM in the
Middle East and North Africa (MENA)
Region is 60,700 and the number of
newly diagnosed children each year is
10,200.

Data from the World Health Organ-

ization (WHO) shows that diabetes
rose 80% in prevalence between 1980
and 2014, and the International Dia-
betes Federation (IDF) estimates that
in 2019, 9.3% of the global adult popu-
lation age 20-79 years suffered from
diabetes. 

Compared to high income countries
(HIC), this increase disproportionately

affects low- and middle-income coun-
tries and adds a burden of excess mor-
bidity, mortality, and health care costs.
Specifically, the Middle East and North
Africa region (MENA) carried the high-
est prevalence of diabetes in 2019 at
12.2% and is expected to witness a
96% increase in diabetes prevalence
between 2019 and 2045, research in-
dicates.

What was termed 'juvenile diabetes'
is now referred to as type 1 diabetes
with the recognition that the disease
can occur at any age. The American Di-
abetes Association aetiologic classifi-
cation distinguishes type 1A
(autoimmune) from type 1B (non-au-
toimmune). 

The characteristic of type 1A dia-
betes is the presence of one or more
islet autoantibodies reacting with
GAD65 (glutamate decarboxylase), in-
sulin, IA-2 (insulinoma antigen-2)
and/or ZnT8 (zinc transporter 8). 

The most common form of child-
hood onset diabetes in Western soci-
eties is type 1A but as many as one half
of Hispanic, African American and
Asian children developing diabetes in
the US, have other forms of diabetes
(lacking islet autoantibodies) including
a ketosis prone form with intermittent
remissions (type 1.5).

Amongst children developing dia-
betes who lack anti-islet autoantibod-
ies, approximately 10% have defined
monogenic diabetes disorders. 

The alarming increase in the incidence of obesity in
children and adolescents worldwide has determined the
increased risk for the occurrence of comorbidities like
cardiovascular disease, type 2 diabetes mellitus (T2DM),
etc. It's time to curb the precursors for diabetes among
children so that they avoid its scourge in adulthood

Catch them young

World 
diabetes

day

There is a 3% increase in
the occurrence of this 
disease in children, in

whom it manifests 
itself in many 

debilitating ways
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Oman’s Most Trusted Brand Awards
2023, one of the most prestigious brand
award events in the sultanate, will soon
turn the arc-lights on a variety of top
brands in Oman which have consistently
scored high in delivering quality 
products and services. 

And the most important element in
their elevation to the top is – You!

Get set to join scores of consumers in
Oman to handpick those brands which
have upheld consumer interests the most
and made a mark for themselves. Your
vote is paramount in the final verdict.

y o u r  o P i n i o n  m at t e r s

Let’s celebrate the 
success stories 

Nowadays, supermarkets are
loaded with foods labelled as
‘healthy’ and separate aisles are
created to showcase them.

moreover, the food industry is spending huge
amounts on marketing their products either
through fancy images or messages with en-
ticing words.

here comes the role of food buzzwords
that the food manufacturers often use to
make their products appear more attractive.
examples are- organic, all-natural, no
added sugar, guten-free, etc. these high-

powered words are seen on bread, cereals,
juices, soda drinks and many more.

these buzzwords as such are not bad but
are often used to attract customers’ attention
or to take away the attention from some di-
etary evils. instead of writing off these words
or phrases, let’s understand them, to know, if
they can be taken at face value. some of the
commonly used terms have been taken up
here which are as follows:

Organic
the term 'organic' refers to the method of
production and not nutritional value. in sim-
pler words, the produce is considered organic
if plants are treated with herbicide or fungi-
cide that are considered safe, with no use of
any synthetic chemicals, sewage sludge or
radiation. in the same way, for organic dairy
or meat, the animal is not injected with any
hormones or chemicals and their feed is de-
void of chemical fertilisers or pesticides. 

no doubt, they are more expensive, but re-
search indicates, that eating organic produce
and meat reduces the intake of chemicals

and cuts one’s exposure to antibiotic-resis-
tant bacteria. 

All-natural
this term on the food package indicates that
the food is made from ingredients produced
by nature, which is a grey area. always re-
member, 'natural' does not always mean
'healthy'. hence, have a look at the ingredient
list to know if the food is made of ingredients
that are truly coming from nature.

No artificial additives
this term is often seen on food packs, which
indicates that there is no use of any artificial
ingredients. to understand this further, arti-
ficial ingredients are not found in nature but
are synthetically produced or most econom-
ically produced synthetic compounds. most
of these additives are approved by the Fda
as not harmful to health. hence, its presence
or absence is not a big deal.

No added sugar or Sugar-free
this term on the pack means that no sugar
has been added during the processing but

may contain natural sugar like fructose com-
ing from fruits. on the contrary, sugar-free
means the absence of refined cane sugar only
and not the absence of natural sweeteners
like agave or sugar alcohols. hence, a 'no
added sugar' smoothie may contain more
sugar than a soda drink. so, check for the
label to find the total sugar present. 

Gluten-free
these products are over-flooded in the mar-
kets and often sold more than the latest mo-
bile phones. gluten is a protein found in
wheat or wheat products that gives bread a
lighter porous texture. but is gluten so bad
and do we all really need gluten-free prod-
ucts? to put it simply, only if one is diagnosed
with gluten sensitivity or celiac disease, that
one should avoid gluten. hence, blindly going
for gluten-free and consuming such products
on long-term, may end up making one gluten
sensitive. 

(Vandana Chawla is an Online Nutrition Expert and a Reg-

istered Nutritionist-UKVRN)
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Food buzzwords

5tips for a
healthy throat

1Cold 
temperatures

the neck is one of the most overlooked
sources of heat loss? Changes in ex-
treme temperatures, such as going
from a heated car into the cold out-
side and vice versa, should be
avoided when possible.

2don't share 
utensils

don’t ever drink from the same glass, cup, or
bottle that someone else is using, as you may
be at risk of cross-contamination. the same is
true for sharing napkins and face towels.

3Clean your 
toothbrush

left overnight, your toothbrush can be a poten-
tial source of a problem for the throat and
mouth.  before brushing every morning, soak
your toothbrush in a glass of hot salt water as
a disinfectant.

4salt water 
gargle

gargle every night with a mixture of warm
water and salt. Just a pinch of salt will do. dur-
ing cold and flu season, this is a habit that will
help to disinfect the mouth and throat. 

5honey and 
ginger

one of the very best ways to protect the throat
is by consuming ginger juice and honey. it is a
good insurance policy for protecting your
throat all day.


