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President Urges Iran-Oman Joint Efforts to
Improve Regional Security

TEHRAN (Tasnim) — Iranian President Hassan Rouhani on Saturday
underlined the significant role of Iran and Oman in ensuring security in the
sensitive region.

"Iran and Oman are situated in a sensitive and strategic region and they have
successfully worked together to improve security in the region," President
Rouhani said in a meeting with the new Omani Ambassador to Tehran Saud
bin Ahmad al-Barwani.

He added that under the current conditions on the international scene, the
two countries can expand their comprehensive relations, particularly in
economic field.

“Unfortunately, some of the regional countries are moving towards total
destruction due to their harsh disputes and clashes, and countries such as
Iran and Oman that enjoy stability and security should expand the security
and stability throughout the region."

The new ambassador of Oman, who submitted his credentials to Rouhani,
expressed the hope the two countries’ economic relations would match the
excellent level of their political ties.
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“Iran is not only a good neighbor of Oman, but also our country’s brother,
and the two countries’ age-old relations bears witness to this claim,” he said.

That is while on January 29 Iranian foreign minister and new Omani
ambassador to Tehran underlined the necessity for the further expansion of
bilateral relations between the two countries and their closer cooperation in
the regional and international fields.

During the meeting Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif praised Oman
for its "constructive role” in settling regional and international issues, and
called for the comprehensive development of the bilateral relations between
Tehran and Muscat.“The country and the high-ranking officials of Oman,
particularly Sultan Qaboos and Foreign Minister Youssef bin Alawi have
played outstanding roles in contribution to resolving the regional and
international conflicts and we value that precious role,” Zarif stated.

The Iranian foreign minister further said that Sultan Qaboos’s August visit to
Iran - as the first head of state after President Hassan Rouhani took office -
and the mutual respect between the two countries’ senior officials indicate
the firm determination of both sides to promote bilateral ties.
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FM: Iran appreciates Oman’s role in
resolving regional problems

By Umid Niayesh

Iran appreciates Oman's role in resolving regional and international
problems, lIranian foreign minister, Mohammad Javad Zarif said, Iran's

ISNA news agency reported on Jan. 29.
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Zarif made the remarks during a meeting with Oman's new ambassador to
Tehran, Saud bin Ahmed bin Khalid Al Barwani.

Zarif underlined the various grounds for the expansion of the relations, in
particular economic ties between Tehran and Muscat and expressed hope for
the further enhancement of all-out ties.

He further said that the visit of the Oman's Sultan Qaboos bin Said Al Said
to Iran and the mutual respect between the two countries' senior officials
indicate the serious determination of both sides to boost bilateral relations.

Sultan Qaboos visited Iran in August as first foreign leader after Hassan
Rouhani assumed the presidency.

Ambassador Al Barwani expressed hope for boosting the bilateral ties,
especially in the areas of economy and trade.

Oman and Iran, which share control of the strategic Strait of Hormuz,
maintain friendly relations. Oman has mediated between Iran and the U.S.
on a number of cases including the three U.S. citizens who were arrested in
Iran in 2009 on illegal entry and espionage charges and were released during
2010 and 2011.

In its latest successful mediation effort, in April 2013, Oman secured the

release of Mojtaba Atarodi, an Iranian scientist held by the U.S. since late
2011 on charges of violating U.S. sanctions.
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Oman's $3bn Railroad Project to Dilute Iran Oil
Risk in Hormuz Waterway

Oman is preparing to raise funds for a $3bn railroad project: its leg of the so-
called Gulf Cooperation Council Railway which is expected to span 2,173
kilometers, from Kuwait to the shores of the Indian Ocean by 2018.

The railroad, when complete, would help global oil trade bypass the Strait of
Hormuz, a waterway that accounts for 35% of seaborne traded oil.

The entire stretch, which passes through six countries, would dilute the
impact of Iranian threats to close the Hormuz waterway. Oman would
consider conventional bonds and sukuk, the version conforming with Islamic
law, as funding alternatives for the line.The nation is looking to issue bonds
by the end of 2014.
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It could also structure some contracts as public-private partnerships under
which winning bidders would take on a high level of financial and operating
risk, said Abdulrahman Al Hatmi, a director at Oman National Railway.

International investors are also offering to purchase trains and lease them
back to the government, Al Hatmi told Bloomberg on 6 February, on the
sidelines of a rail conference in Dubai. Railroad construction in Oman is
expected to commence in the first quarter of 2015, according to Al Hatmi.

Stumbling Blocks

The $20bn (£12.3bn, €14.7bn) GCC railway will span six gulf countries —
Kuwati, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar, the UAE and Oman. The railway line
would have to navigate harsh terrain, ploughing 161 kms through the Hajar
Mountains that rise to 10,000 feet.

Work is most advanced in the UAE.

Saudi Arabia has laid 201 kms of track and is expected to award a design
contract for the remaining sections of the line between Kuwait and the UAE
border in two months.

However, Kuwait could end up building its 515 kms of track by the end of
2019, delaying the project by a year.In addition, Qatar and the island state of
Bahrain would have to be linked through a loop from the main line,
requiring major engineering projects such as a $4.2bn bridge that would
carry the track to Bahrain from Saudi Arabia.

"We are moving fast now," said Al Hatmi."One of the key changes we've
made is to connect to [the southern port of] Salalah, which is the mouth of
the whole region and will play a major role in transforming the whole
logistics map," he added. About 17 million barrels of oil was funnelled
through the Strait of Hormuz each day in 2011, almost five times the total
for the Suez Canal, the next busiest chokepoint, according to the US EIA.
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Oman’s National Gas confirms CEO detained
In corruption case

Oman’s National Gas Co SAOG confirmed on Wednesday that its chief
executive had been detained by the public prosecutor over suspected bribery,
and said the firm's financial controller would take over as acting CEO.

A source in the prosecutor’s office told Reuters earlier this week that the
detention of the CEO, named on the company’s website as Goutam Sen, was
part of a wider corruption probe involving Oman'’s oil industry and related
sectors. “The Board of Directors wish to inform that the Company has
received a reply from the public prosecution regarding the detention of the
Company’s CEO,” National Gas Co said in a bourse statement. “The reply
received states that the CEO has been accused of bribing a government
official.”

The firm said its “business would run as usual” and directors “do not expect
any financial implications on the company due to this development”. It said
its financial controller, who was not named in the brief statement, “would be
acting on behalf of the CEO so that routine operations of the company do
not get affected”.
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Omani leader Sultan Qaboos has been pursuing an anti-corruption campaign
in an effort to stem public anger about graft, which was one of the reasons
behind mass protests in several Omani cities in 2011.

More than 20 government officials and private executives have gone on trial
on charges of offering or accepting bribes in exchange for contracts, mostly
in infrastructure projects.

National Gas Co bottles and markets liquefied petroleum gas which it buys
in bulk from Omani refineries. It also provides engineering services.
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UAE-Oman trade records guantum leap

Ahmed Shaaban

Dubai’s non-oil trade with Oman hit Dh14.4 billion in first 9 months of 2013.

Ahmed Buitti talking to Lieutenant General Hassan bin Mohsin Al Shraiqi in Dubai on
Saturday. — Supplied photo

The UAE-Oman bilateral trade has seen a quantum leap, reflecting mounting
economic and commercial relations, driven by the leaderships’ vision to
enhance mutual trade and integration among Gulf countries. Official
statistics show that Dubai’s non-oil foreign trade with Oman hit about
Dh14.4 billion in the first nine months of 2013, while it jumped from Dh7.5
billion in 2011 to Dh18.7 billion in 2012 The announcement was made on
Saturday by Ahmed Butti Ahmed, executive chairman of ports, customs and
free zone corporation in the presence of the Inspector General of Police and
Customs, Lieutenant General Hassan bin Mohsen Al Shraiqi.
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Ahmed Butti Ahmed, who is also the director-general of Dubai Customs,
said that the Hatta Border Customs Centre plays a pivotal role in the Oman—
Dubai commercial flow.

“The number of passengers who crossed the border in both directions in
2013 was approximately 3.7 million, added to 1.4 million vehicles and
Adding, he said that 675,000 trucks crossing the point in both directions.”
bilateral trade between Dubai and Oman covers various products and goods.
“The most prominent are phones, gold, machinery, equipment, and
foodstuft, as well as electrical cords and tubes.”

He further added that commercial diversity between both sides contributes
to reinforcing growth opportunities in commercial exchange. “Such a
sustainable growth is stimulated by a favorable environment of customs
facilitations and mutual commitment to support joint economic
cooperation.”

The two parties discussed areas of cooperation between Dubai Customs and
Oman Customs, and conveyed commitment to achieve the highest levels of
coordination in customs operations.“Dubai Customs do want to facilitate
trade flow with Oman by implementing the best mutual customs
facilitations,” Ahmed Butti Ahmed said, noting that the meeting further
explored ideas and suggestions for developing more fruitful mechanisms to
facilitate mobility in the border crossings between the two sides.

In addition to discussing the mechanisms of joint electronic link, Dubai
Customs stressed a strong wiliness to put all its expertise at the disposal of
Oman Customs. On the other side, Omani officials expressed their eagerness
to avail of the experience of Dubai Customs’ training center and the
specialised courses it offers to customs inspectors.

Lieutenant General Hassan bin Mohsen Al Shraiqi, Inspector General of
Oman Police and Customs, said that Dubai has become a model in trade
facilitation and customs development. “Stronger customs coordination is
highly needed to ease and promote the flow of trade between our countries.”
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GULF 2 NEWS
Oman’s economy basks in positive buzz

Oil industry accounted for 76% of total revenues in fiscal 2013

« By Jasim Ali, Special to Gulf News

There are numerous indicators that suggest, and rightly so, that the Omani
economy is doing just fine. This is evidenced by the posting of a satisfactory
surplus in 2013 and the absence of a serious public debt problem.

Other notable developments entail the clinching of an open skies agreement
with the US. New statistics from official sources point to a budgetary surplus
in excess of $1 billion (Dh3.67 billion) for fiscal 2013. The welcome
development is attributed to a growth in revenues and a marked decline in
expenditures. This is in comparison to a shortfall of $209 million posted in
2012. Turning to the 2014 budget, revenues and expenditures are projected
at $30.4 billon and $35.1 billion, which would lead to a deficit of $4.7
billion. Certainly, the assumed deficit is substantial by virtue of representing
around 6 per cent of the country’s $78 billion GDP.

However, chances are that the deficit would be reversed into a surplus partly
through enhanced revenues. Suffice to say that the 2014 budget was
prepared with an average oil price of $85 per barrel, evidently well below
prevailing market rates. Hence there is the opportunity to generate a stronger
treasury income.
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In reality, the oil industry has alone accounted for 76 per cent of total
revenues in fiscal 2013. Average daily output stood at 945,000 barrels per
day.

Output totalled 878,000 bpd in 2011 before rising to 920,000 bpd the next
year. The steady rise in oil output is primarily attributed to a 2005 agreement
to develop output at the Mukhaizna field from 10,000 bpd to 150,000 bpd.

Occidental of the US and its partners won the concession in 2005 and
committed to invest $2 billion to develop the field. The job can best be
described as mission accomplished.

Now, the attention must turn to getting the most out of gas reserves, thanks
to the signing of a 30-year gas production and sales sharing deal with British
Petroleum. Under the agreement signed in December 2013, BP intends to
drill some 300 wells for tapping tight gas at Khazzan’s field in central
Oman. The aim is to extract about 1 billion cubic feet a day, in turn a good
piece of news for the Omani Treasury.

This is timely, as statistics set out in the 2013 budget point to gas revenues
declining by almost 6 per cent, and therefore making up below 11 per cent of
total revenues.

Another positive relates to the relatively small figure of outstanding public
debt. At $4.2 billion, it makes up merely 6 per cent of GDP and clearly
under control.

Another notable has been the deal with the US on open skies. Among other
things, the deal grants airlines from both countries unrestricted access to one
other’s market.

This is forward-looking as neither Oman Air nor US carriers operate flights
between points in the US and Oman. The accord comes ahead of the
completion of expansion at key airports in Oman notably Muscat
International Airport.
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Certainly having this kind of agreement with the world’s largest economy
adds to the sultanate’s economic fortunes with accompanying benefits to

flyers in terms of choices, prices and services.

Undoubtedly, the two sides are pleased with the outcome of the free trade
agreement (FTA) between the two sides. The US-Oman FTA went into
effect in early 2009 and eliminated most tariffs and non-tariffs.

The US also has an FTA with Bahrain. The two GCC member states had to
streamline laws concerning the rights of foreign workers and intellectual
property rights in order to win US Congressional endorsement.

The writer is a Member of Parliament in Bahrain.




%( NAME OF WEBSITE : BORNEO POST

3\ ONLINE NUMBER:
lﬁéy\'ﬁ" PLACE OF ISSUE: BORNEO DATE:06/02/2014

- 120 -

BORNEO POST

THE LARGEST ENGLISH NEWS SITE IN EQORNEO

Their royal highnesses witnessed military
demonstration, visit research centers in Oman

Muscat, Oman: His Royal Highness Prince Haji Al-Muhtadee Billah, the
Crown Prince and Senior Minister at the Prime Minister’s Office yesterday
visited the Sultan Qaboos University and the Sultan Special Forces
Headquarters, while Her Royal Highness Paduka Seri Pengiran Anak Isteri
Pengiran Anak Sarah visited the Royal Cavalry, ©OBRUDIRECT.COM
reported. In the afternoon, Their Royal Highnesses attended a luncheon on
board a ship. The arrival of His Royal Highness Sayyidah Muna Fahad Al
Said, Assistant Vice Chancellor for External Cooperation, Sultan Qaboos
University Professor Amer Ali Al Rawas, Deputy Vice-Chancellor for
Postgraduate Studies and Research, Sultan Qaboos University; and, Dr Said
Ali Al-Yahyaee, Deputy Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs and
Community Service.

His Royal Highness later visited various labs including NANO Lab,
Industrial Engineering Lab, Research and Applied Analysis Unit in Science
College, as well as the College of Science Museum. Before concluding the
visit, His Royal Highness signed a Visitor’s Book and received a
‘pesambah’ from Professor Amer Ali Al Rawas, Deputy Vice-Chancellor for
Postgraduate Studies and Research, Sultan Qaboos University. His Royal
Highness also presented a souvenir to the Professor. Accompanying His
Royal Highness were Dr Mohammed Hamad Al Rumhi, Minister of Oil and
Gas as Minister-in-Attendance; Dato Paduka Hj Ali Hj Apong, Deputy
Minister at the Prime Minister’s Office; Dato Seri Setia Dr Hj Besar Hj Abu
Bakar, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Brunei Darussalam
to the Sultanate of Oman; and senior government officers. Shortly after
concluding the visit to Sultan Qaboos University, His Royal Highness
visited the Sultan Special Forces Headquarters.
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His Royal Highness Prince General Haji Al-Muhtadee Billah, the Crown
Prince and Senior Minister at the Prime Minister’s Office and General of
Royal Brunei Armed Forces (RBAF), arrived at the Administrative Building
of the Headquarters where he was welcomed by Brigadier General A’ mir
Salim Mubarak Al Amir, Commander of the Sultan Special Forces where
His Royal Highness was briefed on the structure and organisation of the
forces. After the briefing, His Royal Highness the Crown Prince was invited
to take a closer looks at various military equipments. After boarding a
vehicle together with the Commander of the Sultan Special Forces, His
Royal Highness proceeded to visit a training range where His Royal
Highness witnessed a military demonstration. The visit then concluded with
His Royal Highness receiving a ‘pesambah’ from the Commander of Sultan
Special Forces. His Royal Highness also presented a plaque to the
Commander. In a separate event, Her Royal Highness Paduka Seri Pengiran
Anak Isteri Pengiran Anak Sarah visited the Royal Cavalry and was
accompanied by His Royal Highness Prince ‘Abdul Muntaqim and Her
Royal Highness Princess Muneerah Madhul Bolkiah. Brigadier General
Abdulrazak Al Shahwarzi, Commander of the Royal Cavalry, welcomed Her
Royal Highness where she was then briefed on the cavalry and later
witnessed a horsemen performance.

Later in the afternoon, Their Royal Highnesses attended a luncheon on board
of a ship at Al Mukalla Port. Accompanying Their Royal Highnesses were
His Royal Highness Prince ‘Abdul Muntaqim and Her Royal Highness
Princess Muneerah Madhul Bolkiah. Their Royal Highnesses were greeted
upon arrival by Commander Abdullah Nasser Al Shabibi, Deputy
Commander of Al Mukalla, and were then invited to board the Royal Yacht
‘AL MURRIH. The ship left the port shortly afterwards. Accompanying
Their Royal Highnesses were Dr Mohammed Hamad Al Rumhi, Minister of
Oil and Gas as Minister-in-Attendance; Dato Paduka Hj Ali Hj Apong,
Deputy Minister at the Prime Minister’s Office; Dato Seri Setia Dr Hj Besar
Hj Abu Bakar, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Brunei
Darussalam to the Sultanate of Oman and his spouse.
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On Tuesday, Their Royal Highnesses attended a separate official dinner
ceremony. His Royal Highness the Crown Prince attended an official dinner
ceremony hosted by His Highness Sayyid Fahad Mahmoud Al Said, Deputy
Prime Minister for the Council of Ministers fo the Sultanate of Oman, at the
Al Bustan Palace Hotel in Muscat. The arrival of His Royal Highness at the
Qantab Ballroom was greeted by His Highness Sayyid Fahad. His Royal
Highness Sayyid Fahad was introduced to the Brunei delegation.

Accompanying His Royal Highness were Dr Mohammed Hamad Al Rumhi,
Minister of Oil and Gas as Minister-in-Attendance; Dato Paduka Hj Ali Hj
Apong, Deputy Minister at the Prime Minister’s Office; Dato Seri Setia Dr
Hj Besar Hj Abu Bakar, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
Brunei Darussalam to the Sultanate of Oman. Meanwhile, in a separate
event, Her Royal Highness attended an official dinner ceremony hosted by
Her Highness Sayyidah Berthe Fahad Al Said, the wife of His Highness
Sayyid Fahad Mahmoud Al Said, Deputy Prime Minister for the Council of
Ministers of the Sultanate of Oman at Al Angham Restaurant, Royal Opera
House in Muscat. Her Highness Sayyidah Berthe Fahad greeted Her Royal
Highness upon arrival.

Also welcoming Her Royal Highness were two of the daughters of Her
Highness Sayyidah Berthe Fahad, Her Highness Sayyida Mona Fahad Al
Said and Her Highness Sayyida Aliya Fahad Al Said. Also present at the
dinner were Dr Madeeha Ahmed Nassirah Shibaniyah, Minister of
Education Dr Rawiyah Saud Al Busaidiyah, Minister of Higher Education;
and Shelkha Ayisha Khalfan Al-Siyabiya, Chairperson of the Public
Authority for Craft Industries.

Accompanying Her Royal Highness was Datin Hjh Norbayura Hj Lamit,
wife of Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Brunei
Darussalam to the Sultanate of Oman.
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Oman supports implementation of UN resolutions
on Cyprus

The first Ambassador of Oman to Cyprus has emphasized his country’s
constant position towards the implementation of UN Security Council
resolutions which aim to unify Cyprus.

Presenting his credentials to President Nicos Anastasiades at the Presidential
Palace, on Tuesday, Sheikh Ahmed bin Salem bin Ahmed al — Shanfari said
that “bilateral relations between the Sultanate of Oman and the friendly
Republic of Cyprus are growing rapidly and steadily”.

«We look forward to work on improving and developing the cooperation in
different fields, and opening horizons to the business from both countries for
investment and increasing the trade exchange, since both countries enjoy
strategic locations which qualify their ports to be starting points towards the
East and the West,” he said. The Ambassador said the two countries share the
political and humanitarian visions for self-determination, reconciliation and
social justice. “We also have a similar vision for a future world that is more
peaceful and prosperous”, he noted, adding that “the time is now right for
establishing a Comprehensive Partnership between our two nations to realize
our mutual priorities for good governance and democracy; for human rights
and dignity; for peace and stability; for growth and development; and for
creating societies free of violence, unemployment and poverty”.



http://famagusta-gazette.com/
http://famagusta-gazette.com/

\;9 3,&( NAME OF WEBSITE : FAMAGUSTA

3\ GAZETTE NUMBER:
qﬁy\'ﬁ‘ PLACE OF ISSUE: CYPRUS DATE:05/02/2014

He assured President Anastasiades that “the Sultanate of Oman supports the
efforts for finding a solution to the Cyprus problem, on the basis of a bi-
zonal, bi-communal federation with political equality”.

Moreover, he said, “I would like to emphasize the constant position of the
Sultanate of Oman towards the implementation of the international
resolutions of the Security Council of the UN, which aim to unify the
Republic of Cyprus in order to have a single sovereignty, a single
international personality, and a single citizenship”.

Cyprus was divided in 1974 when Turkey invaded and occupied its northern
third. Previous UN-led efforts have failed. A new effort to relaunch talks has
recently been underway.

“The potential for further enhancement of relations is still great. I would like
to see our two countries working closer together, in all fields”. To that end,
he added, “the decision of the Sultanate of Oman to open an Embassy in
Nicosia, which indeed constitutes a milestone in our relations, will further
boost efforts of our two countries to strengthen bilateral cooperation”.

On his part President Anastasiades expressed his conviction that “the
reunification of Cyprus will undoubtedly have a positive impact on the
turbulent region of the Eastern Mediterranean, which is in much need of
security and prosperity”.

He reiterated his “commitment and resolve to work relentlessly aiming at
reaching a viable and lasting settlement based on a series of High-Level
Agreements between the leaders of the two communities and the relevant
United Nations Resolutions that will address the concerns of both
communities and of all Cypriots”. As President of the Republic, he noted, “I
am committed more than ever before to do my utmost in order to end the
division and reunify the island”.
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He further reiterated his goal of re-launching negotiations under UN
auspices which will be properly prepared and conducted in accordance with
UN resolutions providing for a bizonal, bicommunal federation with
political equality, as defined in the relevant resolutions with a single
sovereignty, single citizenship and single international personality and
restoring and respecting the human rights and fundamental freedoms of all
Cypriots and their longing to live in a normal and prosperous European
country.
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Sultanate of Oman acquires 1100 16th St. NW for
$16.5M, twice its assessed value

Michael Neibauer

The Sultanate of Oman has acquired 1100 16th St. NW from Rock Créé‘knl‘:;fdb‘erty Group
for $16.5 million, or more than $581 per square foot. It will be a cultural center.

The Embassy of the Sultanate of Oman has paid $16.5 million for a
renovated former public charter school three blocks north of the White

House to serve as a chancery annex and cultural center.
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The five-story, 28,366-square-foot vacant property at 1100 16th St. NW sold
for $581.7 per square foot — twice its assessed value.

acquired the lot at 16th and L streets through a Rock Creek Property Group
foreclosure auction in late 2011 for $4.7 million, or about $167 per square
foot. It launched a multi-million dollar, speculative rehab of the building,
complete with new grounds, roof deck and reconfigured interior, and has
now sold it for four times what it paid only two years ago.

, Rock Creek principal, would not name either the buyer or the Gary Schlager
purchase price, citing a confidentiality agreement. The Washington Business
Journal confirmed both through public records.

“The building was an abandoned mess when we acquired it at foreclosure,”
Schlager said of the former WVSA School for Arts in Learning.

But he said Rock Creek “had a vision of what it could be,” given its
prominent corner location, high ceilings and views of the Washington
Monument. He said multiple potential buyers came forward very quickly
when the final renovation was delivered last June, “and we went under
contract in just a few months.” “It’s rare that such a prominent corner
becomes available for redevelopment,” he said.

The Embassy of the Sultanate of Oman has been working with the local
advisory neighborhood commission and the Foreign Mission Board of
Zoning Adjustment to plan the Sultan Qaboos Cultural Center. The building
will contain classrooms, exhibition space, staff offices and lecture and
entertainment space, according to an application filed with the Foreign
Mission BZA. The cultural center, with an initial staff size of three, is
expected to open by late 2014 or early 2015. It will be open to the public
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The 16th Street sale is the second deal in six months for Rock Creek
involving a foreign government. The developer sold 1438 U St. NW, a
12,300-square-foot former post office, to the Indian Embassy last August,
which will also be used as a cultural center.
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Shura Council’s Chairman receives Oman’s
Ambassador to the Kingdom

Manama, Feb. 9. (BNA) —Chairman of the Shura Council, Ali bin Saleh Al
Saleh received this morning Ambassador of Oman to Kingdom of Bahrain,
Abdullah bin Rashid Al-medailwi, upon taking up his diplomatic functions.

During the meeting, Al-Saleh welcomed the Omani Ambassador, lauding the
strong brotherly relations between Kingdom of Bahrain and Sultanate of
Oman, including the witnessed growth and development in the light of the
historical ties and fruitful cooperation in all areas, wishing the Omani
Ambassador all success in performing his duties.

Both sides reviewed the importance of friendship committees and their
active role in strengthening the existing cooperation between the Shura
Council and its counterpart in Sultanate of Oman.

The Shura Council’s Chairman welcomed the invitation of the Ambassador
to the Friendship Committee at the Shura Council to visit Sultanate of
Oman. For his part, the Omani Ambassador expressed his pride with the
growing close relations between both countries, wishing such relations to
have more prosperity and development.
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Oman set for construction boom

By Greg Pitcher

Heavy investment in infrastructure is expected to see Oman’s construction
industry grow by an average of 10 per cent for each of the next four years

A report from data firm Timetric said the Gulf country’s building sector
would have a compound annual growth rate of 10.4 per cent from 2013 to

2017.

This would see it expand from OMR3.7 billion (£5.8 billion) to OMR6.1
billion over that period. Under its Eighth Five-Year Plan, which takes it to
2015, the Omani government is set to pump money into transportation
infrastructure. This is expected to have knock-on effects throughout the
economy, with residential and other buildings work growing in value.




5 -

o

Y.

/:k}'\

4%( NAME OF WEBSITE : ARCHITECTS

DM

<14
&

JOURNAL NUMBER:
< @
\. -
3 PLACE OF ISSUE: UK DATE:07/02/2014

- 130 -

The commercial construction market was worth OMR342 million in 2012.
Continuing economic growth, rising disposable incomes, increasing retail
sales and the expanding tourism sector will see it grow at a CAGR of 5.4 per
cent over the forecast period, according to Timetric.

Industrial construction will soar by an average 4.9 per cent per year to reach
OMR241 million, according to Timetric. The firm said demand for oil and
natural gas would remain high despite moves to diversify the economy.

Education and healthcare provision is expected to improve in Oman over the
next four years, driving an average annual increase in institutional work of
4.65 per cent. The sector would then be worth OMR161 million in 2017.

An agreement on cross-border real estate ownership has seen an increase in
people from other Gulf states buying homes in Oman. The residential sector
Is expected to have a CAGR of 5.4 per cent over the forecast period, to reach
OMR1.9 billion.

Meanwhile infrastructure work will have a CAGR of 15.7 per cent over the
forecast period, according to the report, being worth OMR3.3 billion by
2017 — more than half the entire industry. New road, railway, airport, energy
and water projects are already under construction in the country.
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Oman signs $35m railway consultancy
deal with Italferr

MUSCAT: Oman has signed a 13.6 million rial or $35.3 million deal with
Italferr, the Italian state railways engineering firm, for consultancy services
on the initial design of its multi-billion dollar railway project, its state news
agency ONA said.

A pre-qualification tender for railway construction will hopefully be
launched soon, Minister of Transport and Communications Ahmed bin
Mohammed al-Futaisi said in a statement carried by ONA.

"The first contractor will be awarded the actual work early in 2015," he said,
adding that field preparations had started including geographic and
geological surveys.

The state-funded, 2,244 kilometre or 1,395 mile rail network the country's
first, would link the desert town of Buraimi, bordering the United Arab
Emirates, to six major settlements in Oman including the industrial city of
Sohar and the port of Salalah, seen as the region's future gateway to Africa.

Officials have estimated the eventual cost of the project at around $15
billion.
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It would ultimately connect to a planned rail network across the six-nation
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), and eventually to neighbouring Yemen.

Oman, which exports modest amounts of oil and will face challenges in
financing its state budget and generating employment for its citizens in
coming years, has said it expects its railway network to be fully operational
by 2018. The railway could help to diversify Oman's economy beyond oil
and gas by facilitating trade and industrial projects, while increasing the
geopolitical security of Gulf Arab states by giving them a major trade route

bypassing the Strait of Hormuz. (Reuters)
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Oman tourism update ready for the Arabian
Travel Market in Dubai

The annual Arabian Travel Market (ATM) roadshow arrives in Muscat
today at the City Seasons Hotel, bringing together key industry players to
discuss marketing opportunities to showcase Oman's tourism ambitions.

Oman is raising awareness of its tourism-related developments at this year's
Arabian Travel Market, where exhibitors will include the Oman Ministry of
Tourism, Oman Airways and for the first time, Muriya Tourism
Development. Developing new hotels and resorts and bringing them to
market is one of Oman's top priorities. A number of large-scale transport
infrastructure developments will be coming to fruition over the next few
years at a cost in excess of $50 billion. This was demonstrated by figures
from global research company Aranca, which revealed that as of July 2013,
Oman had the largest growth in its active hotel development pipeline of all
the Middle East and North African countries, up 59.9 per cent on July 2012,
with 4,577 rooms.




\) & NAME OF WEBSITE : ARABIAN
‘\6( SUPPLY CHAIN.COM NUMBER:

)
/%y\ O PLACE OF ISSUE: WEBSITE DATE:12/02/2014

An TP Business Portal

arabian

Oman Drydock signals driving ambition

The Oman Drydock Company says it has the passionate and driving
ambition to catapult itself further into the region’s multi-billion dollar ship
repair industry after completing its 200th drydocking since launching in
2011. A ceremony was held at the shipyard, which cost $1.5bn to build, to
celebrate the landmark with shipping giant Maersk whose vessel, the 4388-
teu Maersk Wisconsin, was the 200th ship to be drydocked by ODC.

ODC Chief Executive Yong Duk Park says completing 200 vessels reflects
the company's growing stature as it aims to position itself as one of the best
shipyards in the world. “We are absolutely delighted to mark our 200th ship
milestone with our hugely valued client Maersk,” Park said. He says the
occasion is a powerful statement to the industry that ODC is now a major
player in the Middle East.
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“We have worked enormously hard to develop a robust track record
working on a wide variety of ships from Very Large Crude Carriers to
container ships to LNG and LPG carriers to chemical carriers dredgers, RO-
ROs and barges,” Park added.“We can now show the shipping industry we
not only have world class facilities, which include our massive dry docks
which can accommodate any size of vessel, but we are developing the
workforce, skills base, training and infrastructure that our customers
demand. We have listened to our clients and we are offering efficient
turnaround times, tremendous value, and world class workmanship. We are,
of course, still seeking to grow and improve.

Park says ODC are actively looking to recruit more sub contractors to its
supply chain who can match the company’s standards and share its vision.

”There are numerous tax breaks and incentives available and we encourage
companies with the right background to get in touch.” Deputy CEO Sheikh
Khalil bin Ahmed Al Salmi said ODC would now redouble its worldwide
campaign to raise the profile of ODC and its prime selling points.

“ODC has a passionate driving ambition to become one of the prime ship
repair yards in the world and the Middle East,” he said. Al Salmi said ODC
knows it can deliver on quality, cost and critically time and claimed Oman’s
geographical location thrusts ODC into pole position for the Asia to Europe
shipping route as well as the East African and Indian off shore industries.

“We can further slash costs and the time required for drydocking as vessels
do not need to greatly deviate their course. This can save days in time, and a
huge amount of money, which is such a key factor for shipping operators
balancing tight budgets,” he said. Al Salmi also believes the container ship
market has substantial potential for ODC. “Our focus moving forward will
be to win more business from existing and new customers operating carriers,
tankers and container ships,” he said.“We see real potential for growth
particularly in becoming a centre of excellence for the repair of container
ships and LNG carriers. As a result we will be ramping up the promotion of
our services, which are among the most advanced in the world.”
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Oman tourism spot hands over 30 units in
2013

by Yamurai Zendera
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Oman tourist destination developer Muriya handed over more than 30
properties at its Jebel Sifah development near Muscat last year, its CEO

revealed.

The organisation is a joint venture between Orascom Development Holdings
(70%), a leading developer of integrated tourism destinations (ITCs) and
Omran (30%), the tourism development arm of the Omani government.
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CEO Hamza Selim told CW that as well as the properties, five shops had
opened and most of the internal infrastructure (roads, hardscape and
planting) had been finished.

He also said rough shaping of the 18-hole PGA golf course had been
completed and the conference room at the Sifawy hotel opened.

Selim took on the role last year from Chandra Lahiri who had been with
Muriya for 14 months.

Sprawled across six square kilometres of land on a narrow coastal strip set
against the dramatic backdrop of the Hajjar mountains, Jebel Sifah isan ITC
designed in the local Omani architecture, next to the fishing village of Sifah
45 minutes from Muscat.
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Oman eyes record tourist flow from Saudi

Oman aims to sustain the strong influx of Saudi travellers to the Sultanate
which was witnessed last year during the Salalah festival, said a senior
tourism official on the sidelines of a key travel summit in Jeddah.

The 'Jeddah International Travel & Tourism Exhibition (JTTX)," is a major
travel and tourism event which gathers visitors and delegates from the Mena,
Asia and Europe to explore prime inbound, domestic and outbound tourism
opportunities in the Kingdom."Over the past few years, Oman has embarked
on a vast development of its infrastructure, services and financial incentives
to enhance our tourism offerings and capabilities.
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Saudi Arabia has been especially appreciative of what we have to offer,
which is an ideal venue for rest, relaxation and adventure tourism,"
remarked Ghasi Humaid Al Hashmi, the deputy director general of Tourism
Promotion, Oman Ministry of Tourism.

Oman continues to draw visitors from Saudi Arabia and other neighboring
territories to one of the most diverse environments in the Middle East, said
Al Hashmi at the fourth edition of the JTTX which concludes today
(February 6) at the Hilton Hotel Jeddah.

"The Sultanate has been highly successful in establishing itself as a prime
destination for cultural tourism as well. Its capital, Muscat, was named the
Second Best City to visit in the world in 2012 by Lonely Planet, the
renowned travel guide publisher,” he noted.

Among Oman’s local tourist attractions are beaches, old-world sougs
(markets), forts, ancient settlements and tombs, and Unesco-recognized
heritage sites. Visitors can also engage in trekking and rock climbing, turtle,
dolphin and bird watching, and desert safaris, among other exciting
activities, he added.

Among the favourite Omani vacation spots of Saudis is the southern city of
Salalah which is known for its fully-booked annual Salalah Festival,
happening during the monsoon season called Khareef. Its prominence as the
‘Land of Frankincense,” and its various ancient sites has led to its inclusion
in Unesco’s ‘World Heritage List.’

Last year 17,000 visitors from Saudi Arabia flocked to Oman for the 'Salalah

Festival' thus affirming the Sultanate’s status as a preferred leisure and
lifestyle destination for the kingdom's residents, he added.
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Yes... to Oman Campaign achieves admirable
success

Are you considering Sultanate of Oman as holiday destination this
year? If it is not in your list, you should consider www.yestooman.com

Campaign runs until 31 December 2014

MUSCAT - Are you considering Sultanate of Oman as a holiday destination
this year? If it is not in your list, you should consider www.yestooman.com
website. Oman Visitors Portal team has achieved an admirable job
promoting its tourism industry through digital channels, especially through a
dedicated website and social media platforms.
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Sayyid Khalifa bin al Mirdas al Busaidi, Governor of Musandam, recently
has launched a campaign beginning of January 2014 encouraging Omani,
residents to support the local tourism industry by holidaying inside Oman
instead of overseas. Also to encouraging potential tourists to come and visit
Oman and discover the beauty of the country.

Bader Mohd Al Azri, Team Leader for the campaign speaks of the
response, “Oman Visitors Portal has always put an emphasis on online
marketing and we believe that with our strong network of online
channels including websites and social media, as well as the many
members of Oman Visitors Portal program, we will be able to expand
the marketing and promotion efforts of this campaign and take it to a
higher level of success. The Oman market is one of the most prolific for
using online channels to both research and book travel, so it makes sense
for our first significant campaign in recent times to have a heavy online
focus."

The campaign will be running until 31 December 2014 .The campaign
will also extend the campaign in the Oman through strategic
partnerships with the local tour operators and hotels. Designed to
encourage visitors from across Oman and outside the country to explore
the destination that is unique, iconic and guarantees to provide a million
experiences, the campaign aims to highlight the depth of Oman tourism
offerings .

The campaign was heavily promoted across Oman Visitors Portal which
speaks three language (Arabic , English , Italian) as well the social
media which been translated into five languageswhich propose as the
fastest channels to deliver the news. The content was designed to narrate
stories of Oman lifestyle and experiences in order to inspire viewers to
discover the beauty of Oman.

The campaign is part of the 2014 tourism action programme that Oman
Visitors Portal aims to boost the development of the local tourism
industry.
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Yes ... to Oman , will share impressions, experiences and memories of
the country, it’s people, wildlife, scenery and culture through social
media channels Facebook and Twitter and others .A core part of the
campaign is to build a significant amount of Oman destination content.
The campaign, which aims to attract more visitors to Oman governorates
very active through social media communities and passionate fans,
encouraging them to share their tips, recommendations, current
happenings and quirky facts on Oman using the #Yes_to_Omanhashtag.
The image and text updates — mainly uploaded to Twitter, Facebook
,Instagram ,YouTube and blog.
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Oman: shopping fit for Sultans in Muscat and
beyond

Shoba Narayan
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When friends in India heard that | was going to Muscat, they asked
me to bring back gold and silver. “The gold is purer there,” said my mother.
“Go to Damas or Joyalukkas.”

But Joyalukkas is an Indian jeweller, I protested. “Like I said, the gold is
purer there,” repeated my mother
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I didn’t go to Damas or Joyalukkas during a recent trip to Muscat. We were
a group of foodies who had blown into Muscat to eat and drink with the
locals. When our hosts, the businessmen Shawqi Sultan and Saleh Taleb,
invited us to their homes for dinner, we made careful note of the saffron that
perfumed their rice, the spice rubs that made their steaks so succulent and
the preserved lemons that lent a delicious tang to their vegetables. Best of all
was the orange-blossom tea that was served after meals. We all wanted the
divine-smelling liquid. We grilled our hosts about food, and went to Al Fair
supermarket and Lulu’s hypermarket, where all of Muscat seemed to shop.

After a week in town, | came up with a list of the finest things to buy in

Muscat.

Frankincense

Once considered more precious than gold and known to sailors all the way to
China, frankincense grows in neighbouring Yemen, but the quality is better
in Oman. Called “luban” by locals, the frankincense from Dhofar in the
south, which was once the centre of the “Frankincense Trail”, is considered
of the best quality.
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Omanis use this sacred aromatic resin that is obtained by slashing the bark of
the Boswellia sacra tree three times. The first sap is white and called
“safeda”. The third cutting of the same wound produces the best quality
frankincense, called “Hojari” or “Al Hojari”. The cliffs of Mughsayl in the
Salalah area produce sap that has an orange-and-spice scent, which is prized
by connoisseurs. Locals chew luban for good health, steep it in hot water and
use it as incense to perfume their homes.

Packets of frankincense are widely available. The shops at Muttrah Souq sell
frankincense tears for a couple of Omani rials. The perfume stand at malls
sell frankincense oil in crystal or glass bottles with jewel-toned covers. The
best-quality frankincense, which is transparent and green in colour, can cost
hundreds of rials. Brands such as Al Haramain, Abdul Samad Al Qurashi
and Arabian Oud, which have shops all over the gulf sell high quality
frankincense in the form of tears, perfume or essential oils, which can start at
20 rials (Dh191) and go up to several hundred rials. The shops in Muttrah
souq in contrast, sell white frankincense in plastic packets for 5 rials (Dh48).

Bukhoor is what is burnt at Omani homes. It is a mixture of scents that is
piped into the air conditioning system of the Sultan Qaboos grand mosque
giving this place of prayer a lovely implacable scent. Bukhoor is a powdered
mixture that is made with wood chips dipped into musk, rose, and other
essential oils. To that, Omanis add customised ingredients like frankincense,
oud, rose essence, dried flowers, sea shells and spices such as nutmeg and
cardamom. All these ingredients are mixed, powdered and sold as bukhoor.
Omanis sprinkle bukhoor on burning coals and dry their clothes in the
smoke that emanates from it. Visitors are offered bukhoor burners to smell
upon arrival as a gesture of hospitality. Prepackaged bukhoor can be had at
the sougs for a couple of rials. Customised bukhoor with quality ingredients
can cost ten times more.
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Finding ""home™ in Oman? Solving Muscat's
housing crisis

Affordable housing in Oman is becoming increasingly scarce, and government solutions
thus far have not satisfied the needs and demands of its population (Courtesy of the
World Property Channel)

By Steve Morgan

A generic definition is that affordable housing is reasonable quality
accommodation that can be afforded by those with median incomes, and
which does not dent a household’s ability to meet other basic needs.

B VT



S/\A;ZQ( NAME OF WEBSITE : ALBAWABA NUMBER:
& JA_®
’%y\ a°§‘? PLACE OF ISSUE: WEBSITE DATE:05/02/2014

A rule of thumb to gauge is that accommodation expenditure should not
exceed 30 per cent of a household’s gross income.

According to figures from the National Centre for Statistics & Information,
Oman’s population has grown from 1.4 million in 1985 to 3.6 million at
present, while the UN projects it will increase to 5 million by 2030.
Although the primary growth driver has been an increase in the size of the
expatriate workforce, the population of Omani nationals has doubled from
1.1 million to 2.1 million since 1985, with over two-thirds under 30 years.

This has translated into a sharp upturn in demand for affordable housing.
Following recent budget increases, the Ministry of Housing is addressing the
issue through_the provision of social housing, housing grants and loans. It
has thus far:

* Allocated an average of 425 social housing units per year between 2008
and 2012

* Provided 4,800 housing assistance grants for individuals to construct
properties at an average value of $55,000 per grant, during 2012 (in
comparison to 228 grants in 2008); and

* Provided 1,400 housing loans for individuals to construct properties at an
average value of $50,000 per grant, during 2012 (in comparison to 111 loans
in 2009).

According to the ‘Facts about Omani households’ report released recently,
average monthly Omani household income has risen from $1,660 in 2000 to
$3,050 in 2011, but this needs to be set against an average household size of
7.5 people (which has decreased from an average of nine people per
household in 2003).

Recent government efforts to address unemployment among Omani
nationals, coupled with significant increases in minimum salaries, have
helped to underpin sharp growth in the average incomes of Omani
households.
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Despite this, government stats indicates salaries for Omani nationals are
generally limited with few individuals earning in excess of $2,500 per
month.

The report also states that home ownership among Omani households has
risen to 83 per cent within the Sultanate, underscoring the strong desire from
the native population to own, rather than rent, their homes. Furthermore,
Cluttons has experienced strong demand for Omani nationals to live in
detached villas rather than more efficient apartments or townhouses,
mirroring trends recorded elsewhere in the Gulf. Unlike markets in Europe
and North America, there is no evident “property ladder”.

By relating median monthly incomes to mortgage/loan interest terms, we
calculate affordable housing equates to property values of $78,000-156,000
with “truly affordable” housing being in the region of $78,000-104,000.

The government-owned Oman Housing Bank provides home loans to lower
income Omani citizens with the average subsidised loan being around
$78,000, while the average non-subsidised loan is $104,000, reflecting
higher property prices in the Sultanate’s capital. In contrast, we would
calculate the average cost for purchasing a 600 square metre plot and
constructing a 300 square metre villa on the outskirts of the Muscat capital
as being in excess of $130,000, underscoring the mismatch between desire
and affordability for lower income households.

The Government is, however, addressing the housing needs of those citizens
on the lowest incomes, while those with below median income levels are
still unable to qualify for even what is currently classed as truly affordable
housing, creating an opportunity for the private sector to capitalise on an
untapped segment.

That said, the lack of incentives for private developers, coupled with the lack
of a formal national affordable housing strategy means that developers are
not keen to take the plunge into a rather grey area. This is further
exacerbated by the desire of Omani nationals to live in larger villas, on
individual plots, rather than more cost-effective, affordable homes.
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Without public sector intervention, it is our view that the participation of the
private sector in the national affordable housing building programme
remains unviable; however, we expect this to be addressed in the medium
term.

Potential solutions include investigating ‘Public Private Partnerships’
between private sector developers and relevant government authorities,
increased access to mortgage and favourable interest rates, use of efficient
building technology/systems to contain costs and quality allied to innovative
design and planning, and successfully addressing purchaser expectations
relative to the type of property that they can actually afford.

While, the provision of affordable housing citizens is clearly an urgent issue,
there is a clear opportunity for engaging the private sector to solve the
Sultanate’s looming crunch. Greater public sector involvement will no doubt
emerge as the key to the successful provision of affordable housing by the
private sector, which will help to cater to the needs of the less affluent
Omani population.
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LIVE TRADING NEWS

BY TRADERS FOR TRADERS
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Luxury Fishing Adventures, Oman

Posted by: : Shayne Heffernan

The total Omani fishing experience. No Boundaries Oman run custom made
boats, fantastic lodges and a professional crew.

The species list is endless with Popping, Jigging and light tackle fishing all
producing excellent results in this isolated & unique fishery. We specialise
in getting you bullied by Monster GT’s.



http://www.livetradingnews.com/
http://www.livetradingnews.com/
http://www.livetradingnews.com/shayne-heffernan

S‘P’\AZZQ( NAME OF WEBSITE : HEFFX NUMBER:
/:ky‘ .°§’} PLACE OF ISSUE: SINGAPORE DATE:09/01/2014

Take nothing but pictures. Leave nothing but footprints. Kill nothing but
time.

No Boundaries was created especially for fishing and outdoor enthusiasts
with a penchant for adventure and discovery of unspoiled wilderness.

Based in the Southern region of the Sultanate of Oman we are an adventure
tourism company that promises to unveil a land of unequalled beauty that
remains undiscovered by mainstream tourism, preserving its natural charm
and magnificent landscape.

Oman’s shores are met by the Indian Ocean containing a biodiversity of rich
marine life, untouched in many places along its endless coastline and
offering world-class fishing to many types of different angling experiences.

Our strategic location offers easy access to the archipelago of islands, ‘The
Hallaniyats’. Located 50 kilometres offshore these islands offer one of the
last untouched fisheries in the world and are home to the only un-migratory
humpback whales in existence. It also offers refuge to huge pods of Dolphin,
Manta Rays, Turtles and most exciting of all Game Fish.

Most clients target the monster (some 60kg+) Giant Trevally that bully the
endless reefs, but there is so much more to peel line off your reel with a
variety of Billfish, Tuna, the razor gang, Dorado and Reef Fish all waiting to
besiege your lure.

The surface action at the islands is something to behold with fish smashing
surface lures with such extreme ferocity that adrenaline pumping explosions
are never far away.

Our wonderful location also offers fantastic shore/reef fishing at all times of
year with species such as Queen Fish, Blue Fish, Bream and Snapper caught
right off the beach.

Bait beach fishing offers some serious sport with huge 100kg+ Sting Ray
and Sand Sharks (Guitar Ray/Shark) with a catch almost guaranteed. But it’s
a long hard fight!
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The No Boundaries lodges are charming places to stay, offering creature
comforts with a touch of Arabia. All guests have access to our Kayaks, surf
boards, stand-up paddle boards and mountain bikes.

In the evenings our guests end to congregate around the fire pit and barbeque
area, which provides the perfect setting for tales of the day’s catch.

Your hosts during your stay will be fishing enthusiast Ed Nicholas and his
wife Angela, who along with the team, will prepare all meals and take care
of your stay.

No Boundaries tailor makes each trip for the individual group based upon
their wishes and interests. Whether you are a seasoned angler or have never
even touched a hook we will expose you to a peaceful wilderness never
experienced before.

Accommodating groups of up to 10 people, activities range from World
Class fishing and Snorkeling, Turtle/MWhale watching (depending on the time
of year) and team building activities for companies wishing to send their
employees on a once in a lifetime experience.
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