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Social protection reforms

ground-breaking: ILO

Our Correspondent
Muscat

International Labour Organiza-
tion (ILO) has hailed the ‘ground-
breaking’ reforms envisaged in
the draft social protection law,
which the Council of Ministers
recently approved for referral to
the Council of Oman.

ILO said in a detailed state-
ment that the law reflects an am-
bitious set of reforms, which will
lead to the modernisation and re-
design of the social protection
system in Oman.

‘This will include the establish-
ment of a unified pension system
for workers across all economic
sectors, the enhancement of so-
cial insurance benefits during
working life, and the establish-
ment of life-cycle guarantees for
the most vulnerable segments of
society. ILO has closely sup-
ported the preparation of these
ground-breaking reforms over
several years,' it stated.

Ruba Jaradat, Regional Direc-
tor for ILO in the Arab States,

(Supplied photo)

RUBA JARADAT

congratulated its partners and
constituents in Oman for achiev-
ing the important milestone. “The
development of inclusive, com-
prehensive, equitable and susta-
inable social protection systems
is critical for countries in the GCC
to harness and facilitate ongoing
social and economic transforma-

tions. A new social protection
paradigm must be at the centre
of a social contract that delivers
decent work and social justice for
all. Oman is showing that ambi-
tious reform is possible, and must
be rooted in international labour
standards, careful analysis and
extensive social dialogue.”

Equitable social
insurance system

The ambitious reforms will lead
to the integration of 11 separate
pension schemes into one single
national system, ILO informed.
‘The new proposed pension sys-
tem balances the different objec-
tives of enhancing
intergenerational equity, increas-
ing financial sustainability, im-
proving adequacy of benefits and
extending coverage, especially
among the most vulnerable
workers.

‘The reform also provides for
the extension of short-term con-
tributory benefits in case of em-
ployment injury, maternity,
paternity, unemployment and
sickness, and puts particular em-
phasis on ensuring the participa-
tion of workers in all forms of
employment in the contributory
system, including with an impor-
tant focus on the extension of so-
cial security rights to migrant
workers in Oman.’

"This has been one of the most
complex and exciting projects |

have been engaged in during my
career,” said André Picard, chief
of the Actuarial Services Unit of
ILO in Geneva. “The design of so-
cial security systems needs to
constantly adapt to evolving de-
mographic, economic and socie-
tal changes. The design solutions
identified together with our
Omani counterparts are both in-
novative as well as firmly ori-
ented by the core principles
expressed in ILO social security
standards.”

Fully integrated social
protection system

In strong alignment with the spirit
of the ILO Social Protection
Floors Recommendation, 2012
(No 202), the reforms also es-
tablish universal life-cycle bene-
fits for older persons, persons
with disabilities and children.
These have been designed to be
fully complementary with con-
tributory social insurance bene-
fits and will operate under a
unified social protection system
and administration.

Online marketing rules to be effective from March 24

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Commerce, In-
dustry and Investment Promo-
tion (MoCIIP)  will begin
implementing the regulations on
marketing and promotion on
websites and social media start-
ing March 24. An administrative
fine of RO1,000 will be imposed
on violators.

H E Qais Mohammed al
Yousef, Minister of Commerce,

Industry and Investment Pro-
motion, issued Ministerial Deci-
sion No 619/2022 in December
2022 to regulate business activ-
ities involving marketing and
promotion via websites and so-
cial media.

The decision states that pro-
moters of products and services
via social media should obtain a
licence for the same from
MoCIIP.

The decision excludes individ-
uals engaged in non-profit activ-

ities, like charity and volunteering
services, as well as merchants
promoting his/her own products
or services.

The ministry stated that the
implementation of regulations
aim to monitor the marketing
and promotion of all products,
goods and services through on-
line and social media. ‘This is to
protect merchants and con-
sumers, provide the necessary
safeguards for e-commerce
transactions and preserve the

rights of dealers.’

Azza bint Ibrahim al Kindi, Di-
rector of MoClIIP's Commercial
Affairs and E-Commerce De-
partment, said, “Implementation
of the regulations aims to over-
see the marketing and promotion
of any good or service, with or
without charge, displayed and
published in writing, drawing,
image, symbol, sound or by any
other means on any website or
social media that allows user in-
teraction.”

Sayyid Theyazin
to preside over
forum to review
govt policies

Muscat - H H Sayyid Theyazin
bin Haitham al Said, Minister of
Culture, Sports and Youth, will
preside over the 'Together we
Progress' forum on Sunday.

Organised by the Secretariat
General of the Council of Minis-
ters, the forum will review the
government's policies and prior-
ities in different sectors and dis-
cuss these with representatives
of various segments and groups
of society.

To be held at Oman Conven-
tion and Exhibition Centre, the
forum is being organised for the
first time and will cover three
main areas - Vision 2040 and
mechanisms to follow up on its
implementation, measures
adopted by the government for

the National Programme for Fis-
cal Balance and Financial Sus-
tainability, and mechanisms for
dealing with issues related to the
labour market and employment
through the National Employ-
ment Programme.

The forum will witness a ses-
sion with representatives of the
three areas, during which ques-
tions of attendees will be an-
swered.

The Secretariat General of
the Council of Ministers has
informed that it sent invitations
via SMS and e-mail to partici-
pants based on a sorting
methodology that took into ac-
count census data of the distri-
bution of Omanis in the
governorates.

>

WAR CRIMES COURT
ISSUES PUTIN ARREST
WARRANT

The Hague, Netherlands -
The International Criminal
Court on Friday announc-
ed an arrest warrant for
Russian President Vladimir
Putin on the war crime
accusation of unlawfully
deporting Ukrainian chil-
dren. Moscow dismissed
the orders as "void."
Russia is not a party to the
ICC so it was unclear if or
how Putin could ever end
up in the dock.

War-battered Ukraine
welcomed the ICC
announcement, with
President Volodymyr
Zelensky hailing the
"historic decision."

More than 16,000
Ukrainian children have
been deported to Russia
since the February 24,
2022 invasion, according
to Kyiv, with many alleg-
edly placed in institutions
and foster homes.

Turkey, Hungary put Finland
on course to join NATO soon

15 development projects planned
in Dhahirah in 2023-24

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Governorate of Dhahirah
has planned 15 projects in 2023-
24 to achieve the objectives of
Oman Vision 2040, stimulate
the economy and create recre-
ational facilities.

An official of the governorate
said, “The plans include con-
struction of walkways in the
niyabat of Hamra al Drooa and
Al Nahda in the wilayat of Ibri,
and an integrated station on the
Empty Quarter Road.”

According to the official,
Dhahirah is continuing work to
implement digital transformation
projects, including an electronic
portal, electronic inventory serv-
ices, simplification of procedures,
and geographic information sys-
tems.

“A commercial area will be
developed in the wilayat of
Dhank, a municipal market and
roundabouts in Ibri, and a youth
village in Celebrations Square
also in lbri.”

Projects lined up in lbri in-
clude construction of Ibri Public
Park, developing the area sur-
rounding lbri Fort, and imple-
mentation of Phase 1 of the
public street in Ibri - from Al
Qurain roundabout to the
Dhahirah Governorate Police
Command, the official added.
Plans are also being finalised to
hold tourist and cultural festivals
in all wilayats of the governorate.

NAJEEB ALI AHMAD
ALRAWAS

Elaborating on the road proj-
ects, he said, “Approximately
100km of internal roads in vari-

ous wilayats will be paved and
Phase 2 of a project to replace
street lighting with LED bulbs will
be implemented.”

A dedicated motor sports
area for drifting in Ibri is also on
the anvil.

According to Governor Na-
jeeb Ali Ahmad al Rawas, Dhahi-
rah aims to achieve the
objectives of the Governorate
Development Programme, which
has received the attention of His
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik.

His Majesty the Sultan raised
the Governorate Development
Programme allocation from
RO10mn to RO20mn for each
governorate for the current Five-
Year Plan (2021-2025) starting
from 2022.
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892 tonnes of lobster exported in 2022

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman has exported 892 tonnes
of lobster during the lobster fish-
ing season last year, the Ministry
of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Water Resources (MAFWR)
stated.

Lobsters are mostly caught in
the governorates of Dhofar, Al
Wusta and South Shargiyah. The
lobster fishing season this year
began in the first week of March
and will end on May 30.

MAFWR statistics show that
a total of 1,101 tonnes of lobster
- worth RO6.4mn - were caught
in Oman in 2022, of which 209
tonnes were domestically con-
sumed and 892 tonnes exported.

Four species of lobsters were
documented in Omani waters,
two of which are commonly
found - the scalloped spiny lob-
ster (Panulirus homarus) is found
in abundance mostly in the Ara-
bian Sea and exploited commer-
cially, while the smaller painted
spiny lobster (Panulirus versi-
color) is found mainly in the Sea
of Oman off the coasts of Muscat

and Musandam governorates.

The Palinustus waguensis be-
longs to the genus Palinustus,
which is represented by five
species - P truncatus A Milne Ed-
wards, restricted to the western
Atlanticc P mossambicus
Barnard, found in the eastern
coast of Africa; P waguensis
Kubo and P unicornutus Berry,
which are widely distributed in
the Indo West Pacific; and P
holthuisi which is found in Tai-
wan and Japan.

The ministry has alerted that
fishermen must follow the lob-
ster fishing season and abide by
the fishing ban during the period
of fertilisation and breeding from
May until the end of February
each year.

Musandam fixing tracking
devices on fishing vessels

Our Correspondent
Muscat

In order to support fishermen
and enhance controls on fishing,
the Ministry of Agriculture, Fish-
eries and Water Resources has
started installing tracking de-
vices on large artisanal fishing
vessels in Musandam.

Speaking to Muscat Daily, Arif
al Kamzari, head of the Statistics
and Information Department at
the Directorate General of Agri-
culture and Fisheries in Musan-
dam, said, “The directorate
launched a campaign to instal 65
automatic tracking devices in ar-
tisanal fishing vessels on March
5. Twenty-eight devices have
been installed so far.”

The project will continue until
all artisanal boats are fitted with
tracking devices and its aim is to
develop an electronic system to
monitor all fishing boats and
ships in the governorate.

According to Kamzari, the

project will modernise the cur-
rent tracking system by estab-
lishing electronic links with
satellites and earth stations.
“This will provide a high level of
accuracy of global specifications
facilitating Musandam’s com-
mercial fishing fleet - consisting
of 93 wunits - to operate
smoothly.”

Talking about the new moni-

toring system, he said, “It is char-
acterised by a high level of inno-
vation and speed in providing the
required information about the
fishing vessels which are linked
with satellites and connected via
Internet of Things networks
helping increase the speed of re-
sponse in emergency situations.”

The system also provides data
on fish production, assists in

marketing fish, distinguishes be-
tween legal and illegal fishing
units, and maintains ideal stan-
dards for the safety and security
of fishing units, Kamzari in-
formed.

“Satellites send the required
information about the boats and
ships to operations rooms to
analyse the data and information
and submit these to the con-
cerned parties to carry out pro-
cedures that must be conducted
in a timely manner.”

He added that there were
2,295 artisanal fishing boats and
93 commercial artisanal fishing
vessels in Musandam at the end
of 2022.

In April 2021, the Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Water
Resources signed an agreement
with the Middle East Scientific
Equipment Corporation to de-
velop an electronic system for
tracking and monitoring the sul-
tanate's fishing fleet consisting of
25,201 units.

MoH to vaccinate haijj pilgrims from mid-April

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Health (MoH)
will start vaccinating hajj pilgrims
from mid-April, according to a
ministry statement.

‘The ministry would like to in-

form the citizens and residents -
who have been accepted to per-
form the Hajj this year - about
vaccines to be given in health in-
stitutions from the second week
of April,” MoH said.

According to the require-
ments of the competent author-

ities in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, the necessary vaccina-
tions are: The Quadric-vaccina-
tion against Meningococcal
Meningitis (ACYW135), sea-
sonal flu vaccine and COVID-19
vaccine (Bivalent vaccine).

The ministry urged upon all

citizens and residents who want
to perform Hajj to take the vac-
cines at the earliest.

These vaccines are consid-
ered prerequisite for entering
Saudi Arabia as a measure to
prevent any spread of infection
and safeguard public health.
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Bids invited for Awqad
waterfront in Salalah

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Dhofar Municipality has invited
bids for the Awgad waterfront
project in Salalah in efforts to
stimulate tourism.

“To support the national
economy and benefit from the
country’'s historical structures,
the municipality has floated a
tender for the development of
Awgad waterfront,” a municipal-
ity official.

He informed that the project
will include the construction of a
2.5km road, separate tracks for
bicycles and pedestrians, and a
car park.

“The project will also include
recreational facilities for families
to enjoy green spaces along the
waterfront,” the municipality of-
ficial added.

According him, the project

(Supplied image)

tourism and create recreational
places and a natural outlet for
residents of the governorate.

Hafa Waterfront Development, a
tourism and leisure landmark in
Salalah was completed. This

waterfront restaurants (several
international brands) and limited
operations of a traditional mar-

ASMED launches electronic
information system

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Authority for Small and
Medium Enterprises Develop-
ment (ASMED), in cooperation
with Royal Oman Police (ROP),
launched an electronic informa-
tion system on Thursday.

On the occasion, Halima bint
Rashid al Zaria, Chairperson of
ASMED, said, “The system is
being implemented for the first
time in the sultanate to empower
entrepreneurs, owners of SMEs
and investors. It provides infor-
mation on companies and estab-
lishments, their location and
activities, population information
and economic activities.”

According to Halima, the e-in-
formation system will identify
projects with “promising oppor-
tunities in various governorates
and residential communities”
and is equipped to provide a host
of information on public and pri-
vate sector institutions and es-
tablishments.

(Supplied photo)

HALIMA AL ZARIA

will be available for use in two
weeks and that its link will be

platforms and other media chan-
nels.

SMEs have stood out in the
last few years as the key driver
behind economic development
in the sultanate with the sector
contributing about 25 per cent or
RO8bn to the GDP, according to
ASMED.

The total number of SMEs
registered in the country until
September 2022 was 210,877,
while the number of SMEs regis-
tered with the authority until De-

aims to stimulate domestic Recently, Phase 1 of the Al phase includes a promenade and ket. She informed that the system made available on social media cember 2022 was 104,141.
[ ] [ )
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To increase green cover across
the sultanate, the Environment
Authority (EA) launched a cam-
paign to collect 60,000 man-
grove seeds in Dhofar last
week.

An EA official said, “The au-
thority, represented by the Di-
rectorate General of
Environment in Dhofar, is carry-
ing out a campaign to collect
mangrove seeds in order to bol-
ster stocks in its nurseries.”

The official added that the
campaign aims to provide the

authority's nurseries seeds of a
diverse range of indigenous
plants with the objective of in-

crease the green cover in the
governorate.
Concerted efforts to preserve

standards and
sures will have a sig-
icant positive impact
1 creating a sound
anvironmental bal-
ance, the EA official
said, also emphasis-
ig the importance of
1munity participation
and solidarity in preserving
these ecosystems.

In January 2020, EA in coop-
eration with Petroleum Develop-
ment Oman, launched an
initiative to plant 10mn wild tree
saplings in ten years.

proved

Oman bans
import of poultry
from Turkey

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Agriculture, Fish-
eries and Water Resources has
banned the import of poultry
from Turkey.

A statement issued by the
ministry on Thursday said, ‘It is
forbidden to import live birds and
their products and derivatives
from Turkey.’

The ban will continue until fur-
ther notice with the exception of
products that are thermally
treated in accordance with the
Health Law for Terrestrial Ani-
mals issued by the World Organ-
ization for Animal Health (OIE).

The decision is based on the
Veterinary Quarantine Law is-
sued by Royal Decree No
45/2004, the executive regula-
tions of the Veterinary Quaran-
tine Regulation issued by
Ministerial Decision No
107/2008, and reports issued by
OIE.
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Sembcorp-led JV wins 500MW
Manah Il solar power project

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Singapore-based Sembcorp In-
dustries announced that it has -
through an 80 per cent-owned
joint venture (JV) to be set up by
its wholly-owned subsidiary
Sembcorp Utilities with Jinko
Power Technology Company -
received an award by Oman
Power and Water Procurement
Company (OPWP) to build, own
and operate the Manah Il Solar
Independent Power Project (IPP)
in Manah.

The 500MW Manah Il solar
plant is expected to be opera-
tional by 2025 and will be
backed by a 20-year power pur-
chase agreement with OPWP,
Sembcorp said in a statement.

Earlier this month, the Au-
thority for Public Services Regu-
lation (APSR) granted its
approval to OPWP to award
Manah | and Manah Il solar
power projects to the interna-
tional investors. The two proj-
ects, with power generation
capacity of 500MW for each,
will be located in the Wilayat of
Manah in Dakhiliyah gover-
norate. Total cost of the two
projects is expected to be more
than RO300mn.

Sembcorp said that Manah Il
solar plant will augment its well-
established presence and track

The Manah Il Solar
IPPwill mark
Sembcorp’s first
renewables project
in the MiddleEagé

ANDY KOSS

record in Oman's power and
water desalination sector. The
Salalah Independent Water and
Power Plant, one of the most en-
ergy-efficient power and water
plants in the Dhofar region, is 40
per cent owned by Sembcorp.
Andy Koss, CEO of UK and
Middle East, Sembcorp Indus-

tries, said, “The Manah Il Solar
IPP will mark Sembcorp's first re-
newables project in the Middle
East. This project will leverage
our strong network and presence
for over ten years in the country
built through Salalah Independ-
ent Water and Power Plant. We
are delighted to be awarded this
project and look forward to
working with Jinko Power to sup-
port the global energy transi-
tion.”

Sembcorp said Manah Il solar
project is expected to be fi-
nanced through a mix of internal
cash resources and external
bank borrowings. 'lt is not ex-
pected to have a material impact
on the earnings per share, net
asset value per share and lever-

age of Sembcorp for the financial
year ending December 31,2023

In a separate statement on its
website, China-based Jinko
Power confirmed that the
500MW Manah Il solar project
was awarded through a compet-
itive bidding conducted by
OPWP in September 2022
where Jinko Power participated
along with its consortium partner
Sembcorp Utilities.

The Manah Il solar project
shall be owned 20 per cent by
Jinko Power and 80 per cent by
Sembcorp Utilities, the company
noted.

Charles Bai, president of Jinko
Power International Business,
said, “We are honoured and de-
lighted with the award of this

landmark project together with
our partner Sembcorp. We value
the trust put in us by OPWP and
other stakeholders in Oman. This
project marks our first entry into
the Oman renewables market
and is hopefully one of the many
more to come in the country.”

Mothana Qteishat, managing
director and head of bidding at
Jinko Power International added,
“This bid reaffirms once again
Jinko's ability to succeed in
highly competitive tenders and
deliver value to stakeholders
through Jinko's deep expertise
across the full value chain of
solar project development. We
are delighted at having been
awarded this bid and in line with
our track record, are confident
that this project will be delivered
within budget and on time”

Oman'’s government adopted
a fuel diversification policy few
years ago, which requires that
renewable energy projects con-
tribute at least 10 per cent of
electricity generation output by
2025.

OPWP is focusing to expand
its power generation capacities
through solar and wind inde-
pendent power projects (IPPs).
One of the objectives of Oman'’s
National Energy Strategy is to
derive at least 30 per cent of
electricity from renewable en-
ergy projects by 2030.

Indo Gulf & Middle East Chamber of Commerce
to open Muscat branch to facilitate businesses

Muscat - Oman Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (OCCI)
on Thursday signed a memoran-
dum of understanding (MoU)
with the Indo Gulf & Middle East
Chamber of Commerce (IN-
MECC) for opening a branch of
INMECC in Muscat governorate.
The MoU was signed by Faisal
Abdullah al Rawas, chairman of
OCCl and Dr N M Sharafudeen,
chairman of INMECC, at the
OCCl headquarters in Muscat.
During the signing ceremony,
Rawas said that both chambers
can play a vital role and “facilitate
successful implementation of the
objectives of the agreement
among various sectors of our
economies where the people of

both countries will be the ulti-
mate beneficiaries”.

The economic and commer-
cial relations between India and
Oman are robust and resilient, he
added. Bilateral trade during FY
2021-2022 reached

US$9.988bn. Investment flows,
both ways, have been robust, as
reflected in numerous joint ven-
tures, established both in India
and Oman.

He appreciated the Govern-
ment of India for inviting Oman

to the G20 summit and said,
“The Government of Oman takes
this as a great honour.

“The sultanate’s unique char-
acter can be attributed to its sta-
ble economy, its people, location
and infrastructure which boast

some great reasons why you
should invest and relocate to
Oman.”

Sharafudeen presented the
mission and vision of INMECC
and specified that there are over
6,000 India-Oman joint ven-
tures in Oman with estimated in-
vestment of over US$7.5bn.
“Indian companies have
emerged as leading investors in
Oman, particularly at Sohar and
Salalah Free Zones. New Indian
investments are also coming in
Dugm Special Economic Zone.
Both India and Oman accord
high priority to strengthening
economic and commercial rela-
tions between the two coun-
tries.”

Islamic finance
growth to outpace
conventional peers
in 2023: Moody's

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Demand for Shariah-compliant
financing will continue to rise in
2023, supported by strong eco-
nomic growth amid robust oil
prices and ambitious develop-
ment agendas in the GCC and
other core markets, Moody's In-
vestors Service said in a recent
report.

'We expect Islamic banking in
key markets to keep growing
faster than conventional peers
supported by robust economic
activity in Southeast Asia and the
GCC region," Moody's said.

The rating agency said Islamic
finance growth in 2023 will be
driven by trends including high
commodity prices, governments'
economic diversification agen-
das, growing demand for
Shariah-compliant products and
sovereigns' promotion of the Is-
lamic finance industry. It added
that Saudi Arabia and Malaysia
will retain their leadership but
potential for growth elsewhere
remains high.

For takaful insurance,
Moody's expects takaful premi-
ums will keep growing moder-
ately in the next two-three years,
helped by economic activity and
rising demand for medical insur-
ance as more GCC, African and
Southeast Asian countries im-
plement compulsory health
cover.

In highly competitive markets
such as the GCC, Moody's said
takaful operators that currently
lack scale to accelerate technol-

ogy investment are likely to seek
merger and acquisition (M&A)
deals to build critical mass.

Moody's expects global sukuk
issuance will level off at US$170-
$175bn in 2023, supported by fi-
nancing needs from Malaysian
and Indonesian sovereigns, re-
silient activity on the banking and
corporate side, and realisation of
delayed issuances.

This follows a 10 per cent fall
in sukuk issuance in 2022 to
US$178bn amid lower funding
needs in the GCC region and
Southeast Asia amid higher
commodity prices and economic
growth.

Moreover, rising investor de-
mand for Shariah-compliant
products will continue to support
flows into Islamic funds,
Moody's said.

'We expect appetite for Is-
lamic fund assets to remain
strong. According to our latest
survey of GCC asset managers,
and in line with our view, chief in-
vestment officers expect rising
demand for Shariah-compliant
assets. Demand is largely under-
pinned by the large Muslim pop-
ulation, the expansion of Islamic
investment product offerings,
and rising demand of socially
conscious investing.'

Moody's also believes that the
robust investment performance,
on a relative basis, will continue
to be a key factor underpinning
positive net flows into Islamic
funds. It added that Islamic fund
indices continue to outperform
their conventional counterparts
on a five-year basis.

Cheryis About to Enter
Oman, Another
Market in the Middle East

After successively entering the markets of
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar and Iraq,
Chery has once again embraced a new
market in the Middle East - Oman. Oman,
which guards the "world's chokehold” -
the Strait of Hormuz, will serve as an im-
portant part of Chery's continuous imple-
mentation of the "Gulf Strategy” to
accelerate the globalization pracess.
Since the establishment in 1997, Chery
Automobile Co., Ltd. has formed four
major industries: Chery Group, Chery Au-
tomobile, Chery International and Chery
Product, as well as 7 core business sec-
tars, including automobile, auto parts,
modern services, finance, intelligent net-
work, shipping and real estate, thus cov-
ering a diversified development direction
of the whole industrial chain of Chery.
As the core industry of Chery Group, the
autornobile industry has laid out two
major sections of passenger vehicle and
commercial vehicle, which has formed a
comprehensive brand competition pat-

tern from "entry level” to "luxury level” so
far. As the first Chinese automobile brand
to embark on the journey of globalization,
Chery has set up 5 R&D centers and or-
ganized a technical R&D team of more
than 7000 talents who came from over 10
different countries, including those exec-
utives served for renowned auto enter-
prises such as Jaguar Land Rover, GM,
Ford and Hyundai. Thanks to years of
technological accumulation, with 14,000+
authorized patents, Chery has become the
first company in China which master care
technologies of automobiles through in-
dependent research and development.

Based on technological innovation, the
PRO series products of Chery sell well in
more than 80 countries and regions
around the world, facilitating Chery's
global vehicle ownership to exceed 11 mil-
lion sets. In particular, TIGGO 7 PRO and
TIGGO 8 PRO have won repeatedly the
award of "Model of the Year” and become
the product benchmark for the 5UV mar-

ket segment. As a result, Chery has
ranked first among Chinese brands in
terms of the export sales volume of pas-
senger vehicles for 20 consecutive years,
with cumulative overseas sales volume
exceeding 2.35 million sets, and it set a
new record in the overseas sales volume
of 450,000 sets in 2022,

Oman is located at the southeastern tip of
the Arabian Peninsula, bordering Saudi
Arabia, the UAE and Yemen, and guarding
the Strait of Hormuz, With its abundant
oil resources and unique geographical lo-
cation, Oman has one of the highest GDP
per capita in the world. Like other coun-
tries in the Middle East, the good eco-
nomic environment offers the support of
purchasing power for automobile con-
sumption. Following its entry into Oman,
Chery will bring high-quality travel expe-
rience to local users, and the PRO series
products are expected to take the lead in
injecting new vitality into the local auto-
motive market.

OPEC keeps oil demand growth
forecast unchanged for 2023

Vienna, Austria - The Organiza-
tion of Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC) has kept its
forecast of global oil demand
growth unchanged for 2023.

According to OPEC's most re-
cent monthly oil market report
released on Wednesday, oil de-
mand will increase by 2.32mn
barrels per day (bpd) in 2023 to
reach 101.9mn bpd.

Growth in the OECD is pro-
jected at 230,000 bpd to reach
46.23mn bpd, while growth in
non-OECD countries is expected
to climb 2.09mn bpd to 55.67mn
bpd.

'Global oil demand growth is
adjusted lower in the first and
second quarters of 2023 to ac-
count for an anticipated decline
inthe OECD region, due to an ex-
pected slowdown in economic
activity in OECD Americas and
OECD Europe,' the report said.

On the other hand, the oil de-
mand in non-OECD countries is
revised higher due to improve-
ments in economic activity in
China after the zero-COVID-19
policy was discontinued, as well

as expected improvements in
Russian oil demand.

However, OPEC warned that
'this forecast is subject to many
uncertainties, including the trend
and pace of global economic ac-
tivity and ongoing geopolitical
developments.'

According to OPEC, global oil
supply in February increased by
around 600,000 bpd month
over month, averaging 101.9mn
bpd. This marks a 2.8mn bpd in-
crease over the previous year.

OPEC's crude oil production

averaged 28.92mn bpd in Febru-
ary, a month-on-month increase
of 117,000 bpd. During this pe-
riod, crude oil production in
OPEC increased the most in
Nigeria and Saudi Arabia, while
production in Angola and Irag
declined.

The share of OPEC crude oil
out of total global production de-
creased by 0.1 percentage points
to 28.4 per cent in February
compared to the previous
month.

Anadolu Agency
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Crunch weekend for
crisis-hit Credit Suisse

Zurich, Switzerland - Troubled
Credit Suisse has one more day
to reassure before the markets
open Monday with the spectre of
anew turbulent week in global fi-
nance looming.

The Zurich-based lender was
holding crisis talks this weekend
and urgent meetings with Swiss
banking and regulatory authori-
ties.

On Friday, the Financial Times
reported that Switzerland's
largest bank, UBS, is in talks to
buy all or part of Credit Suisse,
with the blessing of the Swiss
regulatory authorities.

The Swiss National Bank
(SNB) "wants the lenders to
agree on a simple and straight-
forward solution before markets
open on Monday", the source
said, while acknowledging there
was "no guarantee” of a deal.

When contacted by AFP, both
SNB and Credit Suisse declined
to comment, while UBS and
Swiss financial watchdog FINMA
did not respond immediately.

After a turbulent week on the
stock market which forced the
SNB to step in with a $53.7 billion
lifeline, Credit Suisse was worth
just over $8.7 billion on Friday
evening.

But an acquisition of this size
is dauntingly complex.

While the Swiss Financial
Market Supervisory Authority
and the SNB have said that
Credit Suisse "meets the capital
and liquidity requirements im-
posed on systemically important
banks", mistrust remains.

Serious breaches

Credit Suisse has been scandal-
plagued for the past two years
with its own management ad-
mitting "material weaknesses" in
their "internal control over finan-
cial reporting".

FINMA accused the bank of
having "seriously breached its
supervisory obligations" in its re-
lationship with the disgraced fin-
ancier Lex Greensill and his
companies.

In 2022, the bank suffered a
net loss of $7.9 billion, against
the backdrop of massive with-
drawals of money from its cus-
tomers. It still expects a
"substantial" pre-tax loss this
year.

"This is a bank that never
seems to get its house in order,"
IG analyst Chris Beauchamp
commented in a market note this
week.

Yet more drastic restructur-
ing, closing its investment bank-
ing arm or even a takeover by a
rival were being mooted by ana-
lysts studying Switzerland's sec-
ond-biggest bank, one of 30
deemed of global importance to
the international banking system.

Amid fears of contagion after
the collapse of two banks in the
United States, on Wednesday
Credit Suisse's biggest share-
holder said it would "absolutely
not" up its stake in the bank for
regulatory reasons.

The central bank lifeline
raises questions about whether
an orderly bankruptcy could
happen, in which regulators
would take over Credit Suisse
and take charge of dismantling
it.

Credit Suisse's CET1 ratio,
which compares a bank's capital
to its risk-weighted assets, stood
at 14.1 percent at the end of
2022 -- slightly less than HSBC
but more than that of BNP
Paribas, which are among the
largest banks in Europe.

It now has a huge amount of
liquidity on its hands thanks to
the SNB's intervention.

Merger with UBS
Analysts at financial services
giant JPMorgan, insisting that
"status quo is no longer an op-
tion", considered the scenario of
a takeover by another bank, with
UBS, Switzerland's biggest, "the
most likely".

The idea of Switzerland's
biggest banks joining forces reg-
ularly resurfaces, but is generally
dismissed due to competition is-
sues and risks to the Swiss finan-
cial system's stability, given the

size of the bank that would be
created by such a merger.

"The question arises because
there are many candidates
which might be interested," said
David Benamou, chief invest-
ment officer of Paris-based
Axiom Alternative Investments.

"However, the Credit Suisse
management, even if forced to
do so by the authorities, would
only choose (this option) if they
have no other solution," he said.

The bank is starting to roll out
its restructuring plan laid out in
October, while UBS has spent
several years addressing its own
issues.

Following the bank collapses
in the United States, Credit Su-
isse's credit default swaps shot
up.

With the SNB's help, Credit
Suisse gained "precious time" to
do a more radical revamp,
Morningstar analyst Johann
Scholtz said.

He believes the current re-
structuring is "too complex" and
"does not go far enough" to re-
assure funders, clients and
shareholders.

AFP

Banking system 'remains

sound’, says US government

Washington, US - The US bank-
ing system "remains sound" de-
spite market anxiety over the
collapse of Silicon Valley Bank
(SVB) and Signature Bank,
Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen
told members of Congress on
Thursday, according to prepared
remarks.

The consecutive bank failures
are the sector's biggest casual-
ties since the 2008 financial cri-
sis, prompting US authorities to
quickly step in to protect depos-
itors. Amid contagion fears, the
US Federal Reserve also an-
nounced it would make extra
funding available to banks to help
them meet the needs of deposi-
tors, including withdrawals.

Yellen, in remarks released
ahead of her Senate Finance
Committee appearance on
Thursday, described the govern-

Janet Yellen

ment's actions as "decisive and
forceful," while demonstrating
authorities' commitment to en-
suring that deposits remain safe.

"| can reassure the members
of the Committee that our bank-
ing system remains sound, and
that Americans can feel confi-
dent that their deposits will be
there when they need them," she
said ahead of the hearing, which
will cover President Joe Biden's

latest budget proposals.

SVB - the country's 16th
biggest bank by assets and a key
lender to startups across the
United States since the 1980s -
collapsed after a sudden run on
deposits, prompting regulators
to seize control on Friday.

On Sunday, the Treasury, Fed,
and Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation set out plans to en-
sure SVB's customers would be
able to access their deposits,
while the Fed introduced a new
lending tool for banks in an effort
to prevent a repeat of SVB's
quick demise.

While Biden sought to reas-
sure Americans over the coun-
try's financial system at the start
of this week, there had been im-
mediate signs of pressure at
other US lenders.

AFP

Sri Lanka's economy shrank
by record 7.8% last year

Colombo, Sri Lanka - Sri Lanka's
crisis-hit economy shrank a
record 7.8 per cent last year as
long blackouts and critical fuel
shortages put a chokehold on
local commerce, official data
showed.

An unprecedented economic
crisis sparked huge protests in
the island nation, culminating
last July when a mob stormed
the home of then president
Gotabaya Rajapaksa, forcing him
to flee the country and resign.

Since then a new government
has worked to repair Sri Lanka's
battered public finances and se-
cure a sorely needed Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF)
bailout.

Last year's contraction - the
biggest in the country's 75 years
of independence - compared

Members of the banks trade union stage a protest to propose tax reforms

for country's economic crisis in Colombo on Tuesday (AFP)

with 3.5 per cent growth in 2021
and a 4.6 per cent contraction in
2020 as the coronavirus pan-
demic hit.

It was "caused by the deepen-
ing of the economic crisis... fre-
quent  power  disruptions,
shortages in fuel, raw materials,
(and) foreign currency”, Sri

Lanka's census and statistics de-
partment said in a statement.
The data showed some im-
provement in Sri Lanka's fiscal
position with inflation moderat-
ing to about 50 per cent in Feb-
ruary, down from a record high of
69.8 per cent in September.
AFP

Code for
recommending
tweets to be

public: Musk

San Francisco, United States -
Twitter owner Elon Musk on Fri-
day put out word that he will
make public the long-secret al-
gorithm  for recommending
tweets.

The code used for recom-
mending the posts suggested to
users will become "open source”
at the end of March, Musk said
in a tweet of his own.

"People will discover many
silly things, but we'll patch issues
as soon as they're found!" Musk
tweeted.

"Providing code transparency
will be incredibly embarrassing
at first, but it should lead to rapid
improvement in recommenda-
tion quality.”

Musk contended that the rec-
ommendation algorithm used at
Twitter is overly complicated
and not fully understood inside
the company.

"We're developing a simpli-
fied approach to serve more
compelling tweets, but it's still a
work in progress," Musk said.

Making the code open source
would mean developers, includ-
ing aspiring rivals, would be able
to put their own spins on the al-
gorithm, according to a founda-
tion for the software ecosystem.

Since Musk's takeover of
Twitter in October, the platform
has suffered outages, layoffs and
seen advertisers flee over the
lack of content moderation.

But so far no major alternative
to Twitter has emerged, leaving
users little choice than to con-
tinue to communicate via the
platform.

NATIONAL PHARMACEUTICAL
INDUSTRIES CO. ( SAOC)

P.O. Box: 120, Rusayl, Postal Code 124, C.R: 1/51284/8,
Sultanate of Oman, Tel: +968 24449070/80/90, Fax: +968 24446431
E-mail: npico@omantel.net.om, Website; www.npioman.com

ORDINARY ANNUAL GENERAL

MEETING AGENDA

The Board of Directors of National Pharmaceutical Industry Co (SAOC) is pleased to invite the
Company’s sharcholders to attend the company’s Ordinary Annual General Meetings, to be held at
3.00 pm. on Thursday , 30 /03/ 2023, via the electronic platform to hold general meetings which can
accessed through the website of Muscat Clearing and Depository Company (www.mcd.gov.om) If the
required quorum is not satisfied another an Ordinary Annual General Meetings would be held on
Tuesday 04/04/2023 , at 3:00.pm via the same electronic platform to discuss the following Agenda:

1-  To consider and approve the Board of Director’s Report for the financial year ended 31 December

To consider the Auditors’ Report and to approve the Financial Statements (Balance Sheet and Profit
& Loss Account) in respect of the Company for the financial year ended 31 December 2022,

-

fipco

(pgpor) it eliall ol alidlas s
Flexible Industrial Packages Co. (SAOC)

lot noe 225/ 226, Road no: 21, Rusayl Industrial Estate, Muscat, Sultanate of Oman.Tel: +968 24446121, Email: info@hpco.net

Ordinary General Meeting Agenda

The Board of Directors of Flexible Industrial Packaging Company SAOC is pleased
to invite all Shareholders to attend the company’s Ordinary General Meeting, which
will be held on Wednesday 05/04/2023 at 10:00am, in the head quarter of
Mohammed Al Barwani Company in Al azaiba. If the quorum not satisfied a second
Annual Ordinary General Meeting will be held on Tuesday 11/04/2023 ,in the same
place and at the same time to discuss the following Agenda:

1- To approve the resignation of all the members of the Board of Directors in

accordance with the provisions of Article (200) of the Commercial Companies

a)

b)

To consider and approve the proposed final cash dividend to Sharcholders, as per the date of the
meeting, in the rate of 6% of the company’s capital of per share 006 for each share) for the

To approve the sitting fees & remuneration of the Board meetings paid to the Board of Director’s
members for previous financial year ended 31/12/ 2022, and to determine the sitting fees &
remuneration for the next fiscal year ending on 31/12/ 2023 (as per Attachment:),

To consider and approve the transactions entered into by the company with related parties during
To consider and approve the transactions the company will enter into with related parties during

To elect a new Board of Directors for the Company from amongst Shareholders or non-
shareholders. Any person who wishes to be nominated to the Board of Directors of the Company
is required to fill in a Director’s Nomination Form. Such a form can be obtained from the Company.
The completed Form should be delivered to the Company at least five (5) days prior to the date of
the Annual Ordinary General Meeting of the Company (no later than the end of the business hours
on Thursday, March,23 2023). The candidate must satisfy the companys board membership

2022,
2.
3-
financial year ended on 31/12/ 2022.21.
4-
5-
the fiscal year ended on 31/12/2022 (as per Attachment)
6-
the financial year ending on 31/12/2023 (as per Attachment)
7.
requirements.
]

The appointment of the Auditors for the Company for the financial year ending 31/12/2023 and
approve their fees.

According to the Company’s Articles of Association and the controls of holding General Meetings using
electronic platform , we would like to draw your attention to the following

Juristic persons only, have the right to appoint a natural person as a proxy to attend the General
Meeting and vote on its behalf through technical means, provided that this natural person has an
investor number in MCDC,

Voting on any of the agenda items begins no more than three days before the date of the General
Meeting until the voting process ends on the day of the General Meeting. If the shareholder’s shares
are increased or decreased, the voting process will be canceled, and the shareholder will have to vote
again on the day of the General Meeting.

For further information please contact Mr.Vinod Hari Pillai on phone No 24449070

Send your comments to muscatdaily@apexmedia.co.om

requirements.

meeting

meeting time.

No. 24446121

Chairman

Law No. 18/2019.( as per the attachment)

2- To elect a new Board of Directors for the Company from amongst Shareholders
or non-shareholders. Any person who wishes to be nominated to the Board of
Directors of the Company is required to fill in a Director's Nomination Form.
Such a form can be obtained from the Company. The complete Form should be
delivered to the Company at least two (2) working days prior to the date of the
Ordinary General meeting (no later than the end of the business hours on
02/04/2023). The candidate must satisfy the company’s board membership

Shareholder would have access to reports, documents and statements relating to
the agenda items of the Ordinary General Meeting during the official business
hours at the Company's head office, according to the Company's Articles of
Association, each shareholder is entitled to authorize in writing any other person
to attend the meeting and to vote on his/her behalf on the decisions of the general

The shareholders are requested to arrive a half an hour before the scheduled

For further information please contact Mr. Ahmed Sulaiman Al Amri on telephone

Auditor,

Legal Adviser,
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Dutch Breed mare Taloubet Zeus retires

Legendary jumper Taloubet Zeus
has hung up her saddle accom-
plishing many feats.

After a career spanned over 11
incredible years, Taloubet Zeus
retired at the FEl Muscat compe-
tition on March 11in a ceremony
that was both emotional and
touching.

Coach Hamood, who had
been by her side for every win
and every defeat, removed the
saddle from her back for the last
time, bringing to close a chapter
in Taloubet's life that will never
be forgotten.

Taloubet was no ordinary
horse. She was a true champion
- the best in the world between
2016 and 2023.

Over the course of her illustri-
ous career, she won more the
450 competitions, both national
and internationally. She even
won cars for her incredible per-
formance, a testament to the
amazing bond she shared with
coach Hamood and the Olympic
equestrian training centre team

Coach Hamood knew that
Taloubet Zeus deserved to retire
at the top of her game. In the twi-
light of her career, she was still
performing at anincredible level,

but he felt it was time to say
goodbye.

As he removed the saddle
from her back, the crowd paid
tribute to this remarkable horse
and the memories she had cre-
ated.

Taloubet zeus legacy will live
on long after retirement. Her
daughter Noor Oman - a five-
year old mare - won the ministry
of youth and sport affairs shield
trophy on same night of her
mother’s retirement, offering a
fitting tribute to Taloubet's
amazing heart and bravery.

Taloubet always put Coach
Hamood on the winning podium,
and he knew that she was the
best. She had the heart and the
strength to win, and her courage
was an inspiration to everyone
who knew her.

Taloubet Zeus - a Dutch
breed - was more than just a
horse to Coach Hamood.

She was his partner, and his
friend. She had an incredible
heart, and her retirement marks
the end of jumping, but her
legacy will live on, and she will al-
ways be remembered as one of
the greatest jumpers of her time
in Oman.

Bahar announces winners of
40th anniversary raffle draw

Bahar, National Detergent Com-
pany's flagship brand, which
marked its glorious 40th anniver-
sary with a promotional cam-
paign titled ‘Celebrating 40 years
of Trust - Everyone is a Winner’,
has announced names of the 16
lucky winners of its first raffle
draw during the draw conducted
in Ramez hypermarket, Seeb.

The draw was held recently at
its head office to pick four win-
ners each for iPad, iPhone 14,
Samsung Galaxy Fold and 25
grams gold coins.

As per the final list, Dawood
Suleiman, Nazar, Juma Rashid
and Nasna are the winners of 25
grams gold coins each; AlHassan
Ali al Busaidi, Abdulla Suleiman,
Najeeb and Ayoob are the win-

ners of iPhone 14; Shabna, Niyas,
Sumith and Nadia are the win-
ners of Samsung Galaxy Fold and
Hamed al Busaidi, Nassen,
Mariam and Fouziya Salem are
the winners of iPads.

The promotional campaign,
which will run until March 37, is
designed to ensure that every-
one is, literally, a winner with a
‘scratch and win' coupon that
guarantees a host of exciting
prizes - ranging from one gram
gold coins and pans from Tefal to
flasks from Zojirushi brand, in
addition to a host of others - to
every customer that buys Bahar
products.

Designed to celebrate 40
years with 40 mega winners, the
campaign will follow up the first

raffle draw with a second one fol-
lowing the conclusion of the
campaign period.

Congratulating the winners of
the first draw, Anish Kumar,
Head of Sales & Marketing said,
“We are overwhelmed by the re-
sponse our campaign generated
in the market and the positive
feedback we received from the
customers. It is heartening to see
our customers appreciate the
opportunity to win prizes by sim-
ply scratching the campaign
coupons.

“This has been a gratifying ex-
perience for Bahar too, as it pro-
vided us a platform to express
our gratitude to our customers
from all walks of life. The very
promise behind the campaign

was to enhance our customers’
buying experience and, literally
say ‘thank you' for patronising
our products over the last forty
years."

As the best regional supplier
of branded home and personal
care products in the Middle East,
NDC believes in giving best value
for money to customers.

Bahar, a household name in
the sultanate, brings this legacy
to customers through its ever-
growing range of products.

A 100 per cent Omani brand,
it has a clear understanding of
the local markets and continues
to expand its products and serv-
ices to cater to consumers who
have stayed loyal to the brand
over the years.

Bank Muscat takes part
in third International
Bioethics Conference

In line with its commitment to
continuous participation in vari-
ous events and activities in fields
and sectors of national impor-
tance, Bank Muscat, the leading
financial service provider in
Oman, took part in the third edi-
tion of the International Bioethics
Conference held recently at the
Sultan Qaboos University.

Held under the auspices of
H E Sheikh Abdulmalik bin Ab-
dullah al Khalili, Chairman of
State Council, the event was at-
tended by several high-profile at-
tendees including a number of
their highnesses, excellencies,
representatives from the United
Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (Un-
esco), the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO), leading scientists
in the field, besides representa-
tives from a number of ministries,
government institutions and aca-
demic institutions in Oman.

During the event, H E Khalili
presented an award of partner-
ship to Saleh Mohammed al
Maaini, Deputy General Manager
- Capital Regions, Bank Muscat.

The conference focused on
the experiences of different
countries in dealing with ethical
issues during and after the

COVID-19 pandemic.

In particular, it discussed the
importance of having ethical
guidelines, allocation and distri-
bution of scarce resources for
the best interests of the commu-
nity, the legal dilemmas of han-
dling pandemic crises including
the rights of the individual and
the community in accepting or
rejecting vaccination, and the ap-
plication of technology, artificial
intelligence and data-privacy re-
lated issues.

The conference also dis-
cussed ethical obligations from a
public health perspective and

handling the post-pandemic re-
turn to normalcy.

Speaking on the occasion,
Saleh Mohammed al Maaini,
Deputy General Manager - Cap-
ital Regions, expressed his grati-
tude at being able to take part in
the conference which discussed
the repercussions and ethics of
COVID-19 related measures.

He pointed out how it touched
various aspects of our lives as
well as the ongoing initiative to
develop legislative and regula-
tory policies in this regard at both
the national and international
levels.

Apparel Group brings
Ayurvedic skincare

In a major move for the skincare
industry in the GCC region, the
leading fashion and lifestyle retail
conglomerate, Apparel Group,
has announced its strategic part-
nership with Forest Essentials,
the prestigious Indian Luxury
Ayurvedic brand.

This partnership marks the
brand'’s debut in the GCC region
and is set to be a game-changer
in the region’s skincare market.

Apparel Group's extensive re-
tail network, which includes over
2025 stores across 14 countries,
will play a pivotal role in the dis-
tribution and marketing of Forest
Essentials' authentic and tradi-
tional skincare products.

With this partnership, Forest
Essentials will be able to leverage
the Apparel Group's unparalleled

retail presence in the GCC region
to gain a strong foothold and es-
tablish itself as a leader in the lux-
ury Ayurvedic skincare segment.

Apparel Group CEO Neeraj
Teckchandani said, “As a leading
fashion retailer in the GCC and
beyond, Apparel Group is com-
mitted to partnering with the
world's most desirable brands to
provide an unmatched shopping
experience to our customers.
We are confident that our part-
nership with Forest Essentials
will enhance their presence in
the GCC region, providing a new
level of access to their Luxurious
Ayurvedic products.”

The grand opening of Forest
Essentials’ first standalone store
in the GCC at Dubai Hills in April
is set to be a landmark event.

Bank Nizwa receives four prestigious IFN awards

Bank Nizwa, Oman's most
trusted and prominent Islamic
bank, has been named the ‘Best
Islamic Bank’ in the Sultanate by
the Islamic Finance News (IFN)
Awards 2022, held in Dubai, ac-
knowledging its development
and excellence in servicing its
clients.

Bank Nizwa was also named
the ‘Best Retail Bank’ and the
‘Most Innovative Bank' in Oman.
Furthermore, Towell Infrastruc-
ture Projects Co's (TIPCO) Syn-
dicated Wakalah, valued at
RO14mn, was awarded the title
of 'IFN Deal of the Year'in Oman,
with Bank Nizwa being a major
investor.

“We are truly honoured to
have received four prominent ac-
colades in the country at such a
prestigious event for the global
Islamic financial sector. These

highly sought-after titles are an
exemplification of Bank Nizwa's
position as a dominant player in
Oman's Islamic financial sector,”
said Khalid al Kayed, Chief Exec-
utive Officer of Bank Nizwa.
Setting the blueprint for
change, he pointed out that the
bank's growing multi-industry
portfolio of “sharia’a-compliant

products and services offered to
corporate and private banking
customers is an indication of the
bank’s competency to devise so-
lutions that meet the ever-rising
demand for Islamic products”.

“I can proudly say that we
have the talent and calibre to be
deemed as the trusted financial
partner for our customers. We

will continue with the dedication
to improve our customers’ expe-
riences, streamline our
processes and explore new av-
enues that add value to our cus-
tomers and shareholders as well
as demonstrate realistic growth
and profitability,” he added.
Bank Nizwa's unwavering
dedication to embedding innova-

tive solutions, leveraging techno-
logical advancement and being
at the front of promoting digital-
isation in the banking sector in-
fluenced IFN to award the bank
with the venerated award.

Showcasing exceptional per-
formance across all its depart-
ments, Bank Nizwa has achieved
a noteworthy financial perform-
ance by registering a 20 per cent
growth in net profit.

The bank’s total assets also in-
creased by six per cent, reaching
RO1.486bn in December 2022
from RO1.405bn in December
2021. The gross financing portfo-
lio improved by ten per cent to
RO1.242bn, whilst the total cus-
tomer deposit portfolio rose by
seven per cent to RO1.18%bn.

The bank's operating income
witnessed a growth of 18
per cent.
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With new ‘brand identity' Al Ansari
pledges to scale greater heights

Al Ansari unveiled a new ‘Brand
Identity’ at a function held at The
Chedi, Muscat in the presence of
business leaders of Oman.

The Al Ansari group was es-
tablished in 1975 in response to
the growing needs of the infra-
structure in the Sultanate of
Oman.

Today, Al Ansari operates in
four main areas, namely, Building
Products, Services & Solutions;
Integrated Hospitality & Smart
Solutions; Utility Infrastructure
Solutions and Energy & Sustain-
ability Solutions.

Al Ansari's new brand avatar
is a revitalised version of the
company's original values and a
tribute to the country where it
has expanded and flourished. In

the new logo, the colour Red
takes deeper meaning and repre-
sents the red majestic mountain
ranges of Oman. Mountains
teach us perseverance, positive
attitude and hard work.

The colour Blue also takes a
centrestage and represents both
the sky and the sea of Oman and
is associated with, imagination,
inspiration, and sensitivity - with
sky being the limit.

Blue also represents faith,
trust, loyalty and sincerity - the
values Al Ansari live by.

Two simplified shapes are de-
rived from the two ‘As’ in their
previous logo. The two 'As' indi-
cate - an A-grade company, for
clients and employees equally.

“Under the leadership of His

Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said,
Al Ansari was able to participate
in the growth of our beautiful
country that | call my first and
only home,” said Kiran Asher,
Founder & Group Managing Di-
rector.

“Our suppliers are our part-
ners, many of them being there
with us for 40 plus years, have
played a vital role in the success
of our organisation. We partner
with over 150 phenomenal sup-
pliers who share our values and
standards. This includes quality,
commitment, innovation and an
element of corporate social re-
sponsibility,” he added.

Al Ansariis headed by a team
of young and dynamic leaders
and operates successfully in

Oman. It has expanded into var-
jous countries such as the UAE,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, India, Sri
Lanka.

The group has executed proj-
ects in several more countries
with their headquarters in Mus-
cat, Oman, with a vision to be an
inspiration for fostering human
values and enhancing business
performance.

“As we look back in gratitude
for the opportunities provided by
His Majesty Sultan Qaboos, we
look forward with optimism to
the future plans placed for the
growth of Oman by His Majesty
Sultan Haitham bin Tarik,” said
Executive Director Jesal Asher
Rajda.

Giving back to the society re-

mains an important pillar for Al
Ansari which they do via provid-
ing an education and experience
platform for Omanis, promoting
sustainable practices and sup-
porting SMEs.

“Without customers we
would have no Al Ansari,” Kiran
Asher reiterated. “That's why we
have a strong commitment to
managing customer values.”

“Al Ansari has identified a set
of core customer values that
guide our interactions with cus-
tomers - these include - exceed-
ing client expectations, being
transparent and honest, building
trust, providing innovative solu-
tions and never walking away
from our promise of delivering
quality,” he added.

ahlibank hosts Al
Nukhba customers
event in head office

ahlibank hosted an event for Al
Nukhba customers in its new
state-of-the-art headquarters at
Wattaya, who have been a part
of its impressive growth in the
local and regional banking sector.

Al Nukhba banking account
offers its customers a range of
exclusive benefits and services.
Of the many privileges offered to
Al Nukhba account holders are
dedicated service centres, Inter-
net and mobile banking services,
24-hour call center support, and
a relationship manager available
at all times to cater to the cus-
tomers' needs.

The new ahlibank building re-
inforces these privileges through
its state of the art construction
with beautiful interiors and des-
ignated lounge facilities, aimed at
serving customers and catering
for their various financial needs.

The building received ap-
praise from Al Nukhba cus-

tomers for being grandiose and
impressive as it is a prime exam-
ple of the bank’s commitment to
improving the experiences of its
customers.

“With the new building we
will serve our Al Nukhba cus-
tomers with more efficiency,”
said Muneer Ahmed al Balushi,
AGM - head of Retail Distribu-
tion, ahlibank, while speaking at
the event.

“We are proud of our many
endeavours that have led us to
this point and we thank our Al
Nukhba customers who have
stood by us as we continue to
provide better services and prod-
ucts to cater to their financial
needs,” Balushi further added.

“Their presence today assures
their trust in our capabilities and
affirms our efforts to achieve the
country's overall strategic and
sustainable growth objectives,”
he acknowledged.

KR Group supports MoCSY's
‘Innovative Leader Programme’

Continuing its mission to inspire
young change-makers to learn,
collaborate, innovate, and co-
create solutions, Khimji Ramdas
(KR) Group facilitated the train-
ing and infrastructure support of
21 promising Omani youngsters
who have completed the ‘Innov-
ative Leader Programme’ under
the supervision of the Ministry of
Culture, Sports and Youth's
(MoCSY).

During the two-week pro-
gramme held at the Khimji Ram-
das Training facility, the talented
participants were mentored by
professionals and experts, that
included sessions by Khimji Ram-
das' senior management team.

The primary objective was to
transform their interests pertain-
ing to the fourth industrial revo-
|ution, the Internet of Things,
Artificial Intelligence (Al), Big
Data, and 3D Printing into future
professions and skills.

Participants underwent a five-
step approach to transform their
creative and innovative project
ideas into products and services
that will meet the needs of local
and international markets. Sev-

eral crucial science, technology,
engineering, art and math
(STEAM) areas were introduced
to them during the course of the
programme.

Highlighting the benefits of
empowering the next generation
through initiatives of this kind,
Khimji Ramdas Group director
Kanan Khimiji averred, “Omani
youth are incredibly innovative
and talented. Given that they are
the sultanate’s largest growing
demographic, KR Group under-
stands the importance of chan-
nelising the collective power of
such initiatives, as it will spur

progress under the statutes set
by Vision 2040.

“Our support to the MoCSY's
‘Innovative Leader Programme’
is in line with the same purpose,”
the KR Group director said,
adding, "KR Group will continue
to engage, educate, and em-
power the youth and help them
to turn their ideas into action.”

“Our 'Innovative Leader Pro-
gramme' is dedicated to cultivat-
ing young leaders  with
universally valuable competen-
cies,” said Naeema Rashid al
Masoudi, president of the ‘Inno-
vative Leader Programme’.

Oxy Oman sponsors CDAA Conference

Oxy Oman recently served as the
main sponsor of the first Oman
Civil Defence and Ambulance
Conference and Exhibition, which
highlighted its best practices and
strategies in Health, Safety and
Environment (HSE) with the pri-
vate and public sectors.

The two-day event was or-
ganised by the Civil Defence and
Ambulance Authority (CDAA),
and celebrated World Civil De-
fence Day.

The opening ceremony was
held under the auspices of Dr
Khamis bin Saif al Jabri, Chair-
man of Oman Vision 2040 Im-
plementation Follow-up Unit.
Hassan al Ajmi, vice president of
HSE at Oxy Oman attended the
event, along with other senior
representatives of the company.

The event hosted a confer-
ence and exhibition with local
and international companies,
government representatives, and
investors exploring businesses
and opportunities in the HSE sec-
tor. Oxy Oman representatives
showcased HSE technologies
and best practices within the
company for workplace safety,
its emergency response pro-
gramme and training.

“We're proud to serve as the
main sponsor for Oman's first
Civil Defence and Ambulance
Conference and Exhibition, as
safety is integral to Oxy's com-
pany culture, and we are com-
mitted to providing safe, healthy
and secure workplaces through-
out our operations,” said Steven
Lauver, president and general
manager of Oxy Oman.

“"We are keen to support the
goal of Zero Harm across Oman
through our participation in this
inaugural conference.”

This sponsorship falls under
Oxy Oman'’s umbrella of strate-
gic partnerships and continuous
collaboration with key stakehold-
ers and is part of Oxy Oman's
endeavour and long-term com-
mitment to support programmes
that enhance economic growth
and sustainable development
and that yield positive impacts in
the neighbouring communities.

Oxy Oman is a wholly owned
subsidiary of Occidental (Oxy),
an international energy company
with assets primarily in the US,

the Middle East and North
Africa. Oxy has been producing
hydrocarbons in Oman for nearly
40 years, where it has steadily
increased production and re-
serves and is honoured to part-
ner with the Government of
Oman. Today, Oxy is the largest
independent oil producer operat-
ing in the country, covering more
than 24,000sgkm. Oxy's major
operations are located in north-
ern Oman, primarily in Safah and
Wadi Latham Fields, Khamilah
Field and Mukhaizna Field.

OCCI, ICAl join hands to launch CFO leadership programme in Muscat

The Institute of Chartered Ac-
countants of India (ICAI) Muscat
Chapter (Under the sponsorship
of the College of Banking and Fi-
nancial Studies (CBFS), in collab-
oration with Oman Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (OCCI)
has launched a unique pro-
gramme to empower potential
Omanis in public and private
sector organisations in Muscat
on March 15.

The key objective of CFO
(Chief Financial Officer) leader-
ship programme is to train and
develop strategic leadership ca-
pabilities among potential Oma-
nis, and attract citizens to
leadership positions in account-
ing profession in large numbers.

The OCCI-ICAl initiative is ex-
pected to promote overall busi-

ness and investment environ-
ment and the quality of account-
ing profession among Omanis.

OCCI chairman Faisal bin Ab-
dullah al Rawas, OCCI Board
Member Dr Abdullah Masoud al
Harthy, ICAl president Aniket
Sunil Talati, Ranjeet Kumar
Agarwal, ICAI Muscat Chapter
chairperson Sajeev Surendran,
and vice chairperson Jim Joseph
Itty exchanged documents in the
presence of various dignitaries
from the public and private sec-
tors at the Sheraton Oman Hotel
here to mark the launch of the
CFO Programme.

“It is a unique opportunity for
the citizens to come forward and
acquire strategic skills and ac-
tual knowledge, and undertake
the challenging but reputable

role of CFOs in public and pri-
vate sectors. All credit goes to
OCCI for the excellent coopera-
tion and support extended to
ICAlin our endeavours to launch
the much-awaited CFO pro-

gramme. We, at ICAI, are fully
committed to delivering excel-
lence to potential Omanis,” said
ICAI Muscat Chapter chairman
Sajeev Surendran.

ICAI Muscat, he said, will con-

tinue to enhance its presence by
organising informative and pro-
ductive seminars and confer-
ences to boost investment
environment and business op-
portunities in Oman for Indian in-

vestors.

The event celebrated the
prestigious Best Chapter Over-
seas Award conferred on the
Muscat Chapter, by honouring
CBFS for its valuable guidance

and immeasurable support.

Aniket Talati presented the
prestigious Best Overseas Chap-
ter Award to CBFS Dean Dr
Zahran bin Salim al Salti.

OCCI board member Abdul
Latheef (managing director of
Badr Al Samaa Group of Hospi-
tals) also graced the occasion.

During the event, the much-
awaited Beneficial Programme
for ICAl members was also
launched.

Established in 2008, under
the sponsorship of CBFS, the
focus of ICAl Muscat Chapter
has been overall development of
accounting profession in Oman.
ICAI, which has presence in 78
international cities, is the second
largest professional body of ac-
counting in the world.
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Turkey, Hungary put Finland
on course to join NATO soon

Ankara, Turkey - Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan
ended months of diplomatically
charged delays on Friday and
asked parliament to quickly back
Finland's bid to join NATO.

A simultaneous decision by
fellow holdout Hungary to sched-
ule a Finnish ratification vote for
March 27 means the US-led de-
fence alliance will likely grow to
31 nations within a few months.

NATO's expansion into a
country with a 1,340km (830-
mile) border with Russia will
roughly double the length of the
bloc’'s current frontier with its
Cold War-era foe.

Finland had initially aimed to
join together with fellow NATO
aspirant Sweden - a Nordic
power facing a litany of disputes
with Turkey that ultimately sunk
its chance to join the bloc before
an alliance summit in July.

Helsinki and Stockholm ended
decades of military non-align-
ment and decided to join the
world's most powerful defence
alliance in the wake of Russia’s in-
vasion of Ukraine.

Their applications were ac-
cepted at a June NATO summit
that signalled the Western
world's desire to stand up to Rus-
siain the face of Europe’s gravest
conflict since World War .

But the bids still needed to be
ratified by all 30 of the alliance
members’ parliaments - a
process that got hung up once it
reached Turkey and Hungary.

Friday's breakthrough fol-
lowed months of tense negotia-

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan (right) and Finnish President Sauli Niinisto deliver a joint press

conference held after their meeting at the Presidential Complex in Ankara, on Friday (AFp)

RECEP TAYYIP ERDOGAN

tions between Ankara and the
Nordic neighbours that threat-
ened to collapse several times.

Erdogan told Finnish President
Sauli Niinisto that Helsinki had
shown a strong commitment to
addressing Ankara's security
concerns.

“"We decided to start the pro-

tocol of Finland's accession to
NATO in our parliament,” Erdo-
gan told reporters after the talks.

Erdogan added that he
‘hoped’ that parliament will ap-
prove the application before
Turkey's crucial general election
in May.

The Turkish parliament is ex-
pected to end its current session
in mid-April.

‘Not complete
without Sweden’
NATO Secretary General Jens
Stoltenberg welcomed Turkey's
decision while stressing the im-
portance of Sweden also joining
‘as soon as possible’.

“The most important thing is

that both Finland and Sweden
become full members of NATO
quickly, not whether they join at
exactly the same time”
Stoltenberg said.

The White House echoed the
NATO chief's position. National
Security Advisor Jake Sullivan
said the United States urged
Hungary to conclude its ratifica-
tion process both for Sweden
and Finland ‘without delay’.

And France's foreign ministry
called Turkey's announcement
about Finland ‘an important sig-
nal’ while reiterating support for
Sweden's bid as well.

Erdogan had accused the
Nordic neighbours of breaking
the terms of a separate deal they

reached in June 2022 under
which Turkey agreed to approve
the bids. Turkey has sought the
extradition of dozens of Kurdish
and other suspects it accuses of
ties to outlawed militants and a
failed 2016 coup attempt.

Erdogan's demands became
more urgent as he neared a May
election in which he will need a
strong turnout from nationalist
supporters to extend his two-
decade rule.

The Turkish leader voiced
particular displeasure with Swe-
den - a country with a larger Kur-
dish diaspora and a longer
history of disputes with Ankara.

Finland and Sweden had ini-
tially resisted the idea of break-
ing up their bids.

But Swedish Prime Minister
Ulf Kristersson - who made
NATO membership a priority
after assuming office in October
- acknowledged on Tuesday that
the likelihood of Finland joining
the bloc on its own had ‘in-
creased’. The Finnish president
called Erdogan'’s decision Friday
‘very important for the whole of
Finland'.

But he added: “Finland's appli-
cation is not complete without
Sweden."

Sweden expressed disap-
pointment at being excluded
from this round of NATO expan-
sion. “This is a development that
we did not want, but that we
were prepared for,” Foreign Min-
ister Tobias Billstrom told re-
porters in Stockholm.

AFP

S Korea moves
to ‘normalise’
military pact
with Japan

Seoul, South Korea - South
Korea will fully implement a
key military intelligence-shar-
ing pact with Japan, a defence
ministry official told AFP on
Saturday, as the two countries
move to thaw long-frozen re-
lations and renew diplomacy
to counter Pyongyang.

At a fence-mending sum-
mit on Thursday, the neigh-
bours agreed to turn the page
on a bitter  dispute
over Japan's use of war-time
forced labour.

South Korean President
Yoon Suk Yeol, who has been
keen to end the spat and
present a united front against
the nuclear-armed
North, had flown to Japan to
meet Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida, the first such summit
in 12 years.

According to a pool report,
Yoon told Kishida he wanted a
‘complete normalisation’ of a
2016 military agreement
called the General Security of
Military Information Agree-
ment (GSOMIA), which en-
ables the two US allies to
share military secrets, partic-
ularly over Pyongyang's nu-
clear and missile capacity.

Following the summit,
South Korea's foreign ministry
was asked ‘to proceed with
the needed measures to nor-
malise the agreement,’ said a

Yoon Suk Yeol (AFP)

defence ministry official, who
declined to be named.

The foreign ministry is ex-
pected to send a formal letter
to its Japanese counterpart
soon, the official added.

Seoul had threatened to
scrap GSOMIA in 2019 as re-
lations with Tokyo soured
over trade disputes and a his-
torical row stemming from
Japan's 35-year colonial rule
over the peninsula.

In response, an alarmed
United States said that calling
off the pact would only benefit
North Korea and China.

Hours before it was set to
expire, South Korea agreed to
extend GSOMIA ‘condition-
ally’, but warned it could be
‘terminated’ at any moment.

Confronted  with  Py-
ongyang's growing aggression
and flurry of missile tests, the
neighbours have increasingly
sought to bury the hatchet.
AFP

Indigenous Peruvians seize
oil station, demand cleanup

Lima, Peru - Indigenous Peru-
vians have occupied an oil
pumping station deep in the
Amazon and prevented 41
workers from leaving the in-
stallation, state-owned oil firm
Petroperu said on Friday.

The Indigenous activists are
demanding that Petroperu
clean up areas damaged by an
oil spill decades ago.

"“Petroperu has been devel-
oping all possible actions to
achieve the release of the 41
people who remain deprived of
their rights at the Morona Sta-
tion of the Northern Peruvian
Qil Pipeline,” the company said
in a statement.

It said activists from the Fer-
nando Rosas community had

arrived at the site on Wednes-
day. By occupying the site, the
activists have denied workers
the ‘right to free transit’ and
have also forced them to stay
outdoors, including overnight,
the statement added.

The Morona Station sits in
a jungle area of Loreto depart-
ment, about 620 miles (1,000
km) northeast of capital Lima.

The Indigenous activists
said in a letter sent to authori-
ties, which AFP saw, that an oil
spill around the pumping sta-
tion 25 years ago caused dam-
age that was never reversed.
They said they would block
pumping until mitigation work
begins.
AFP

The Wire star Lance Reddick dead at 60: Publicist

Los Angeles, US - Actor Lance
Reddick who played steely Balti-
more police lieutenant Cedric
Daniels in hit TV show The Wire
has died, his publicist said on Fri-
day. He was 60.

Reddick, who also appeared in
the John Wick series of films op-
posite Keanu Reeves, was found
dead at his home in the Studio
City area of Los Angeles, trade
title TMZ reported.

“Acclaimed actor Lance Red-
dick passed away suddenly this
morning from natural causes,”
publicist Mia Hansen told AFP.

“Lance will be greatly missed.”

Reddick rose to prominence in
2000 on the HBO prison drama
Oz in which he played an under-
cover detective battling the
drugs trade, but who soon gets
drawn into addiction. But it was
for his role on The Wire that he

US actor Lance Reddick (AFP)

became best known.

The HBO show, which ran for
five seasons, followed a narcotics
division pitting their wits against
the city's powerful drug gangs.

With its complex writing and
gritty casting, The Wire is often
cited as one of the best ever TV

shows. It made household
names of several of its stars, in-
cluding Dominic West, Idris Elba,
Wendell Pierce, Michael B. Jor-
dan and the late Michael Ken-
neth Williams, who delivered

one of the most singular per-
formances in recent screen his-
tory as Omar Little.

After The Wire, Reddick was
cast in John Wick as Charon, a
concierge at a New York hotel
who worked alongside Reeves'
hitman. Reeves and John Wick di-

rector Chad Stahelski told Vari-
ety they were mourning the loss
of the cast member.

"We are deeply saddened and
heartbroken at the loss of our
beloved friend and colleague,” a

statement said. “He was the con-
summate professional and a joy
to work with.” Fellow The Wire
star Pierce paid tribute on Twit-
ter to ‘a man of great strength
and grace. The epitome of class'.

Reddick’s death was a ‘sud-
den unexpected sharp painful

grief for our artistic family. An
unimaginable suffering for his
personal family and loved ones.
Godspeed my friend. You made
your mark here. RIP'. Horror
writer Stephen King tweeted that
he had been halfway through re-
watching The Wire.

“Wonderful actor; wonderful
man. This is sad news,"” he wrote.

Performer Ben Stiller praised a
‘beautiful and compelling actor’,
recalling how Reddick had
worked with his mother, Anne
Meara, in a play.

“He was exquisite in that and
all he did,” he tweeted.

HBO's corporate account
wrote Reddick was ‘held in the
highest regard by all who knew
and worked with him and we are
proud to be part of his legacy. He
will be missed dearly’.

AFP

Cyclone Freddy atfects 500,000 people in Malawi: UN

Blantyre, Malawi - Cyclone
Freddy, which dissipated this
week after a record-breaking
rampage, has caused more than
460 deaths in southern Africa
and affected more than half a
million people in Malawi, the UN
said on Friday.

The storm dumped six
months’ worth of rainfall in six
days in southern Malawi, leaving
a trail of destruction and severely
damaged infrastructure as well
as flooding farmland.

“Over 500,000 people have
been affected,” the United Na-
tions Office for the Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)
said in a report, adding that more
than 183,100 people had been
displaced.

Some 360 people have died in
Malawi, according to the latest
toll released late on Friday, in a
country of nearly 20mn people.

"We expect that the picture of

damage and death will worsen as
more areas become accessible
over time,” President Lazarus
Chakwera, who is on a three-day
visit to the affected areas, said.

The OCHA said that ‘the
record-breaking weather system
hit Malawi at the end of the rainy
season when rivers and water
bodies were already at high lev-
els’. UN World Food Programme
(WFP) country director Paul
Turnbull said on Friday it was
clear that the country ‘will need
significant support’.

Many areas were rendered in-
accessible, ‘restricting move-
ment of assessment and
humanitarian teams and life-sav-
ing supplies’, he said.

“We are ramping up as
quickly as we can under the cir-
cumstances,” he added in a
statement, vowing to assist
around 130,000 people affected
by the ‘tragic’ situation.

Men carry dead bodies from where they have been recovered to where an ambulance would transfer them to

Queen Elizabeth Central Hospital morgue, at Manje informal settlement in Blantyre, Malawi, on Friday (AFp)

So far, the government puts
the number of displaced at more
than 183,000, Chakwera has
said, appealing for global aid to
tackle the humanitarian needs.

More than 300 emergency

shelters have been set up for sur-
vivors, while the army and police
continue searching for bodies.
The storm struck as Malawi
was in the grip of its deadliest
cholera outbreak, according to

the World Health Organization.

There is ‘a risk that the ongo-
ing cholera outbreak could
worsen, with children being the
most vulnerable to this crisis’,
UNICEF spokeswoman Fungma

Fudong told AFP. UNICEF noted
that Cyclone Freddy has left
more than 280,000 children in
Malawi in urgent need of hu-
manitarian assistance.

‘No house, no food’
Mervis Soko, a 29-year-old
mother of three from Phalombe,
one of the hardest-hit districts lo-
cated 120km (75 miles) east of
the commercial hub Blantyre,
said the storm had plunged her
family deeper into poverty.

“We are destitute, we have
nothing. We are just people. All
the crops have been washed
away,"” she told AFP.

Loveness Makhala and her
husband picked up iron sheets
and bricks from the rubble of
what used to be their house.

Just a month away from an-
nual harvesting, she bemoans
the loss of ‘everything - potatoes

m

and maize - all gone™.

“I can't imagine how we will
get through the year with no
house and no food,” said the
mother of four. Neighbouring
Zambia has stepped in to deliver
relief kits and food, including
hundreds of tents, blankets,
mosquito nets, maize and beans,
its Defence Minister Ambrose
Lufuma said in a statement.

The cyclone first struck south-
ern Africain late February, hitting
Madagascar and Mozambique,
leaving Malawi unscathed.

The storm then moved back
out over the Indian Ocean, where
it drew more power from the
warm waters before making a
rare course reversal to slam into
the mainland a second time.

In total, the storm has claimed
463 lives in three southern
African countries, with 360 killed
in Malawi, 86 in Mozambique
and 17 in Madagascar.

AFP
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Serbia, Kosovo leaders kick off
EU-led talks to normalise ties

Ohrid, Republic Of North Mace-
donia - Kosovo and Serbia lead-
ers kicked off the latest round of
EU-led talks on Saturday, as the
long-time rivals come under in-
creasing pressure to strike a deal
to normalise ties.

The meeting in North Mace-
donia comes after the two sides
failed to reach an agreement in
Brussels last month, where the
peace plan was unveiled even as
Kosovo's Prime Minister Albin
Kurti and Serbian President Alek-
sandar Vucic remained at log-
gerheads over a path forward.

The 11-point document laid
out a deal stating that neither
side would resort to violence to
resolve a dispute, nor seek to
prevent the other from joining
the European Union or other in-
ternational bodies - a key de-
mand from Kosovo.

As events began on Saturday,
Vucic posted a picture on social
media of his meeting with EU
foreign policy chief Josep Borrell
and special EU envoy for the
talks Miroslav Lajcak.

The two sides are sitting
down with the European repre-
sentatives first before meeting
face-to-face later on Saturday.

“I am optimistic, | am atten-
tive. I will do the best for the Re-
public of Kosovo,” said Kurti on

EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy Josep Borrell (left) and EU Special Representative for the Belgrade-Pristina Dialogue

Miroslav Lajcak arrive for meetings, as part of Kosovo-Serbia talks, in Ohrid on Saturday (Afp)

arriving for the talks in Ohrid.

Serbia has long refused to
recognise Kosovo's unilateral
declaration of independence
made in 2008, with perennial
bouts of unrest erupting between
Belgrade and its former break-
away province.

Optimistic
Following the talks in Brussels,
Vucic vowed never to recognise

Pristina or provide a pathway
that would allow them to join the
United Nations or the NATO al-
liance. Before the summit, Vucic
remained defiant.

“I don't plan on signing any-
thing,” Vucic told reporters on
Thursday, saying the meeting
‘will not be historic or ground-
breaking'.

The latest round of negotia-
tions followed months of shuttle

diplomacy, nearly 25 years after
the war between ethnic Albanian
insurgents and Serb forces
sparked a NATO bombing cam-
paign that ended the conflict.
Earlier in the week, Kosovo's
Kurti said he was optimistic
about hammering out a deal but
put the onus of signing the
agreement with Vucic.
“Whether it will succeed or
not, you know very well that it

does not depend only on me,”
Kurti told reporters.

Analysts said inking the
agreement itself would not signal
an ultimate breakthrough.

"l expect both parties to agree
on the implementation plan. |
can't say it's big because the big
thing will happen only after the
plan is implemented,” said
Dusan Milenkovic from the think
tank Center for Social Dialogue

and Regional Initiatives.

‘Abetrayal’

Kurti's administration hopes that
a deal would allow for Kosovo's
entry into international institu-
tions, a long-sought goal for the
government in Pristina.

Serbia’s Vucic has said his
government is under intense
pressure to come to an under-
standing, while signalling to his
domestic rivals that he will not
give ground.

Kosovo remains an obsession
among large swaths of the Ser-
bian population, who regard the
territory as their rightful home-
land that has come under attack
by outsiders for centuries.

In the Serbian capital Belgrade
on Friday, thousands rallied
against striking a deal with
Kosovo.

“This ultimatum ... it's not an
agreement, it's a betrayal,” Mil-
ica Djurdjevic Stamenkovski,
head of the ultranationalist group
the Oath Keepers told the crowd.

Kosovo is home to approxi-
mately 120,000 Serbs, many of
whom remain loyal to Belgrade -
especially in northern areas near
the border with Serbia where
there are frequent bouts of tur-
moil, protests and violence.

AFP

Tunisia’s
interior
minister
resigns

Tunis, Tunisia - Tunisian interior
minister Taoufik Charfeddine, a
close aide of President Kais
Saied, announced on Friday he
had resigned to spend more time
with his three children following
the death of his wife last year.

Charfeddine, 54, who had
held his post since October 2021,
told reporters he wished to thank
the president for ‘his under-
standing and for allowing me to
be relieved of my duties'.

“The time has come for me to
dedicate myself to this responsi-
bility she left me,” he said.

Replacing Charfeddine as in-
terior minister is Kamal Feki, gov-
ernor of Tunis since 2021 and
also part of Saied's inner circle.

A former lawyer, Charfeddine
was a key figure in the election
campaign that propelled the pre-
viously little-known Saied to the
presidency in 2019. After Saied
froze parliament and sacked the
then-government in a dramatic
July 2021 move against the sole
democracy to emerge from the
Arab Spring uprisings, Charfed-
dine became a close adviser.

As the president pushed
through sweeping changes to the
political system, Charfeddine
was one of the most outspoken
defenders of Saied's power grab.
AFP

Iranians face
dilemma as
Ramadan, New
Year coincide

Tehran, Iran - Tehran is emp-
tying ahead of the Persian
New Year, as is the case an-
nually, but this time around
I[ranians are being forced to
adapt as the festival coincides
with Ramadan.

Over 300mn people in a
dozen countries - including
Afghanistan, Iraq and Turkey -
will wish each other ‘Nowruz
mobarak’ or Happy New Year
on Tuesday, when Iranians
mark the entry into the year
1402 on the Persian calendar.

Celebrated for some 3,000
years, the new year festival of
Nowruz begins on the first day
of spring and celebrates the re-
birth of nature, ushering in al-
most two weeks of silence on
the normally bustling streets of
Tehran as people abandon the
city for the countryside.

“For 15 days, we try to for-
get the difficulties of everyday
life by having a good time, eat-
ing carefully prepared meals
and offering gifts to family and
friends,” said Laleh, a student
leaving Tehran for her home
city of Tabriz in the northwest.

This year however Muslims
who celebrate Nowruz, includ-
ing almost all of Iran's 85mn
population, will have to recon-
cile these traditions with the
obligations of Ramadan, the
holy Muslim month of fasting.

During Ramadan, which is
due to begin on March 22 or
23, Muslims are invited to re-
frain from eating and drinking
from dawn to dusk.

That poses a dilemma for
the closing festivities of
Nowruz, 12 days after the turn
of the new year marked by
Sizdeh Bedar, or ‘the day of na-
ture’, during which Iranians go
for picnics in greenery.

Last year, Attorney General
Mohammad Jafar Montazeri
warned those who fail to fast in

public will liable to be pun-
ished. Even eating in your car,
which ‘is not considered a pri-
vate space’, is punishable, he
added.

Religious expert Mohsen
Alviri advises those planning to
have picnics to go without
food until breaking their fast.

“In Shiite jurisprudence, if
the faithful travel a certain dis-
tance from their city of resi-
dence, they are considered
travellers and may not fast,” he
said. Although it is considered

MOHSEN ALVIRI

a pagan festival, Nowruz was
never really challenged in Iran
after 1979 Islamic Revolution.

“There is no doubt that
Nowruz is a national holiday
that existed before Islam. But it
does not contradict any of the
Muslim  teachings,” said
Mohsen Alviri, a Shiite cleric
and religious historian in
Tehran.

“Nowruz pays attention to
the preservation of nature and
emphasises eliminating re-
sentment between people, re-
specting  elders,  visiting
relatives... these are values that
are strongly recommended by
Islam,” he added.

While waiting for Nowruz,
however, some lIranians say
they are not in a festive mood
after a difficult year marked by
high inflation and tensions on
the street.

AFP

800,000

Seoul, South Korea - More than
800,000 young North Koreans
have volunteered to join the
army to fight ‘US imperialists’,
state media said on
Saturday, days after Pyongyang
test-fired its most powerful in-
tercontinental ballistic missile.

After a record-breaking year
of weapons tests and growing
nuclear threats from Py-
ongyang, Seoul and Washington
have ramped up security coop-
eration, and this week kicked off
their largest joint military drills
in five years.

North Korea views all such
exercises as rehearsals for inva-
sion and has repeatedly warned
it would take ‘overwhelming’ ac-
tion in response.

The official Korean Central
News Agency described the on-

N Koreans enlist to fight ‘US imperialists’

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un witnessing the launch of a Hwasong-17

ICBM from Pyongyang International Airport on Thursday (AFp)

going drills as an American at-
tempt 'to provoke a nuclear war’
and said that in response, hun-
dreds of thousands of people
had enlisted.

The young volunteers are de-
termined to ‘mercilessly wipe

out the war maniacs’ so they
joined the army to ‘defend the
country’, KCNA said.

“More than 800 000 youth
league officials and students
across the country volunteered
to join and rejoin the Korean

People's Army” on Friday alone,
it added.

Images released by Py-
ongyang's official Rodong Sin-
mun showed young North
Koreans waiting in long lines to
sign their names at what looks
like a construction site.

The latest report comes after
Pyongyang test-fired its largest
and most powerful missile, a
Hwasong-17, on Thursday - its
second ICBM test this year.

State media has described
the launch as a response to the
ongoing, ‘frantic’ US-South
Korea joint military drills.

On Saturday, KCNA said the
ongoing drills were ‘inching
close to the unpardonable red-
line'.

Last year, North Korea de-
clared itself an ‘irreversible’ nu-

clear power, and leader Kim
Jong Un recently called for an
‘exponential’ increase in
weapons production, including
tactical nukes.

Kim earlier this month also
ordered the North Korean mili-
tary to intensify drills to prepare
for a ‘real war'.

Pyongyang is using the drills
to justify their nuclear weapons
program domestically as ‘crucial
and necessary’, Yang Moo-
jin, president of the University
of North Korean Studies in
Seoul, told AFP.

This involves ‘spreading the
idea that the South Korea-US
military drills ultimately aim to
destroy the current North Ko-
rean regime and even occupy its
capital Pyongyang', Yang added.
AFP

Nigeria elections open in shadow of contested vote

Lagos, Nigeria - Nigerians were
voting in local elections on Satur-
day, just weeks after the ruling
party won a presidential poll that
the two main opposition parties
alleged was marred by fraud.

Africa's most populous nation
is electing hundreds of state as-
sembly lawmakers and over two
dozens governors, with a partic-
ularly competitive contest in the
nation’s economic nerve centre,
Lagos.

Governors are powerful posi-
tions in Nigeria, with some con-
trolling state budgets that are
larger than those of several
African nations.

Polling units were to be open
from 8:30am (0730 GMT) and
close by 2:30pm (1330 GMT)
though delays are frequent and
voters in line before closing time
should be still be able to vote.

After last month's presidential
poll, which was largely peaceful
but marked by long delays and
technical failures, some voters
and opposition parties claimed
the mishaps allowed for ballot
manipulation.

The electoral commission has
rejected claims of rigging but the
experience could impact Satur-
day's vote.

A voter casts her ballot at polling station during local elections, in Lagos, on Saturday (AFpP)

On Lagos's wealthy lkoyi is-
land, polling units were set up
early on Saturday, giving some
residents hope for a hitch-free
day.

“We hope this election will be
one of the better elections,” said
Sukiman Abubakar, a 52 year-
old estate surveyor.

On the mainland, heavy secu-
rity was deployed with armoured
vehicles seen by an AFP reporter
at lyana-lpaaja and Abulegba,
areas prone to violence.

‘Politicians have
failed us’

As electoral material arrived at
ljaiye, in the Agbado area,
around 50 voters were already
forming a queue hours early.

One of them was Fausat Ba-
logun, a 46-year-old trader who
was eager to cast a ballot.

“l have been here since 6am
(0500 GMT) to vote for the
candidates of my choice. We
need fresh blood in Lagos. The
old politicians have failed us,”

he said.

While the megacity of some
20mn people is considered the
fiefdom of president-elect Bola
Tinubu of the All Progressives
Congress (APC), outsider Peter
Obi of the Labour Party (LP)
caused a stir by winning most
votes on February 25.

But whether Obi's popularity
and the emergence of a third
strong party in Nigeria will
translate at the governorship
and local assembly levels, espe-

cially in Lagos where its former
governor Tinubu is influential,
remains to be seen.

The Lagos race pits incum-
bent Babajide Sanwo-Olu
(APC) against  Gbadebo
Rhodes-Vivour (LP) and the
main opposition's candidate
Olajide Adediran of the Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP)

Other hotly contested races
are expected in southern Rivers
and northern Kano, while north-
east Adamawa could see the
election of Nigeria's first
woman governor.

A decisive factor in Satur-
day's vote will be turnout - with
many disappointed in how last
month’'s election was con-
ducted, some voters could de-
cide to stay at home.

With President Muham-
madu Buhari stepping down in
May after two terms, Nigerians
had hoped a fair vote would
usher in a leader capable of
tackling growing insecurity and
deepening poverty.

Both the LP and the PDP are
contesting the February 25
election in a legal battle that
could extend over several
months.

AFP
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India-Bangladesh energy pipeline launched

PMs of India and Bangladesh inaugurated the cross-border energy pipeline, via video conferencing

New Delhi, India - Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and
Bangladesh PM Sheikh Hasina
on Saturday inaugurated the
India-Bangladesh  Friendship
Pipeline, a cross-border energy
pipeline, via video conferencing.

While addressing the event,
Modi said: “I am confident that
this pipeline will further speed
up the development of
Bangladesh and be an excellent
example of the increasing con-
nectivity between both coun-
tries.”

This is the first cross-border
energy pipeline between India
and Bangladesh, built at an esti-
mated cost of Rs 377 crore, of
which the Bangladesh portion of
the pipeline was built at a cost
of approximately Rs 285 crore,
which has been borne by India
under grant assistance, read
Prime Minister's Office press
release.

“In the last few years, under
the able leadership of PM
Sheikh Hasina, Bangladesh has
made remarkable progress.
Every Indian is proud of that and
we're delighted that we've been
able to contribute to this devel-

India PM Narendra Modi and Bangladesh PM Sheikh Hasina during the virtual inauguration of India-Bangladesh Friendship Pipeline, on Saturday (ann

opment journey of Bangladesh,”
said Modi at the inauguration of
the friendship pipeline.

Modi further said that the
India-Bangladesh  friendship
pipeline was initiated in Sep-
tember 2018, adding, ‘with the
help of this pipeline Northern
West Bengal districts will be
provided Tmn metric tonnes of
high-speed diesel'. “This will re-
duce the cost and will also re-
duce the carbon footprint of the

supply.”

Speaking on the progress of
connectivity between the two
nations, he said: “I remember
many years back Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina had talked about
her vision of restoring the pre-
1965 rail connectivity. And since
then the two countries together
have made a lot of progress.”

The prime minister also high-
lighted the fact this rail connec-
tivity between the two nations
helped in sending COVID vac-
cines to Bangladesh. “As a re-

sult of this, during the COVID
epidemic, we were able to send
oxygen etc. to Bangladesh
through the rail network. |
heartily congratulate Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina for her
far-sighted vision,” said Modi.
It is pertinent to note that the
inauguration of the India-
Bangladesh Friendship Pipeline
is taking place a day after the
birth anniversary of Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man. “What an auspicious

coincidence that today's inau-
guration is taking place a day
after the birth anniversary of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman! Bangabandhu's
‘Shonar Bangla’ vision included
the harmonious development
and prosperity of the entire re-
gion. This joint project is a per-
fect example of their vision,”
said Modi.

The Pipeline has the capacity
to transport Tmn metric tonne
per annum of High-Speed

Diesel (HSD). It will supply HSD
initially to seven districts in
northern Bangladesh.

The operation of India-
Bangladesh Friendship Pipeline
will put in place a sustainable,
reliable, cost-effective and envi-
ronment-friendly mode of
transporting HSD from India to
Bangladesh and will further en-
hance cooperation in energy se-
curity between the two
countries, added the release.

The friendship pipeline will

carry diesel from Assam-based
Numaligarh Refinery Limited's
(NRL) marketing terminal at
Siliguri in West Bengal to the
Parbatipur depot of Bangladesh
Petroleum Corporation (BPC).

The project is jointly imple-
mented by the Numaligarh Re-
finery Limited of India and
Meghna Petroleum Limited of
Bangladesh.

India-Bangladesh Friendship
Pipeline would help provide a
stable supply of diesel in all 16
northern districts under Rang-
pur and Rajshahi in Bangladesh.
It will ensure fast-paced delivery
of fuel at a minimum cost. Cur-
rently, imported diesel are sup-
plied to these regions via
wagons and trawlers from the
Chattogram and Mongla ports.

It costs around US$8 for
each barrel of fuel to be trans-
ported from the port city. The
pipeline would reduce the cost
to around US$5 per barrel. It will
also reduce the transportation
time to just one hour as op-
posed to the current situation of
taking several days to transport
diesel via wagons and trawlers.
ANI

Punjab: Major crackdown
against ‘Waris Punjab De’

New Delhi, India - Intelligence
agencies are keeping a close
watch on the Punjab Police op-
eration to arrest Khalistani sym-
pathiser Amritpal Singh and his
aides.

A senior official said that
state had sought several com-
panies of paramilitary forces
and these have been provided
to maintain law and order situ-
ation. “We are keeping a close
watch on the situation unfolding
in Punjab. Intelligence Bureau
(IB), Research and Analysis
Wing (RAW), and other agen-
cies are on their toes and regu-
larly updating regarding the
situation in Punjab,” he said.

Another officer informed that
additional companies of para-
military which were sought by
the state government have been
deployed at various checkpoints
and other locations in Punjab to
deal with any law-and-order sit-
uation.

"We are keeping a close

This file photo shows ‘Waris Punjab De' chief Amritpal Singh speaking

to media in Ajnala near Amritsar on February 23 (AND)

watch on developments and re-
porting it to seniors in Delhi.
Agencies are keeping a watch
on social media posts. We have
come across several objection-
able posts and memes that
might have been shared by ISI
operatives from Pakistan,” he
said.

The agencies have got re-
ports of Amritpal Singh's con-
nection with Pakistan's
Inter-Services Intelligence.

A source informed that when
Amritpal Singh, who now heads
‘Waris Punjab De’, was in
Dubai, he was in close touch
with Jaswant Singh Rode,
brother of militant and chief of
Pakistan-based International
Sikh Youth Federation (ISYF)
Lakhbir Singh Rode. Amritpal
Singh's treasurer Basant Singh
Daulatpura was getting funds
from Pakistan.

ANI

Garbage Fire: Kochi Corporation fined Rs 100cr

New Delhi, India - The National
Green Tribunal (NGT) has
awarded Rs 100 crores in envi-
ronmental compensation
against Kochi Municipal Corpo-
ration for alleged continuing
neglect of its duties resulting in
a fire at a waste dump site in
Kochi, Kerala.

The Tribunal stated that
Kochi city was choked on ac-
count of a fire at the waste
dump site on March 2, which led
to a crisis situation. A warning
was issued to the residents to
stay indoors and hospitals asked
to prepare emergency admis-
sion of patients with respiratory
distress to deal with severe air
pollution and its worrying public
health fallout.

“Considering the studies and
long continuing neglect of its du-
ties by the Kochi Corporation,
we award environmental com-
pensation under section 15 of
the NGT Act against Kochi Cor-
poration of Rs. 100 crores which
may be deposited with the Chief
Secretary, Kerala within one
month for necessary remedia-

A massive fire broke out at the Brahmapuram waste plant in Kochi on March 2 (ann

tion measures, including dealing
with the public health issues of
the victims,” said the bench
headed by NGT's Chairperson
Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel.
The Tribunal noted Kerala
state’s reply which said ‘the
dump site is spread over 100
acres and a processing plant
have a capacity for waste pro-
cessing of 300 tonnes per day’
“The contract to process the
waste has been given to a con-
tractor but only 33 per cent of
the work has been completed.
Several major and minor fires
earlier have broken out at the

site. The present incident oc-
curred on March 2, at 5:30pm.
The fire and Rescue Department
took measures to control the
fire. Naval Helicopters were de-
ployed to airdrop water over the
fire heaps. The fire was brought
under control by March 5," said
the Kerala state reply.

The plant has been closed on
March 13. Multi-Sectoral Em-
powered Committee has been
constituted by the Disaster
Management Department.

The Tribunal said that it is
self-evident that good gover-
nance in the matter of waste

management is being neglected
for a long time to the detriment
of the environment and public
health and no one has taken
moral responsibility for such
gross failure of rule of law and
damage to public health.

"It is difficult to understand
what is the value of citizens'
right to life and safety with such
an attitude of total neglect by
authorities in Government. This
calls for soul-searching and also
high-level inquiry to determine
culpability in the larger public in-
terest,” said the NGT.

ANI

Pakistan: Arrest warrant
against Khan dropped

Islamabad, Pakistan - A Pak-
istan judge dropped an arrest
warrant against former prime
minister Imran Khan on Satur-
day, his lawyers said, after the
ex-cricketing star, who had
skipped several hearings, trav-
elled to court.

The 70-year-old has been
tangled in a slew of court
cases since he was ousted in a
no-confidence motion last
year and has been pressuring
the fragile coalition govern-
ment which replaced him to
hold early elections.

Earlier this week Khan's
supporters fought pitched bat-
tles with police sent to arrest
him in the eastern city of La-
hore after he failed to appear
in court over graft charges, cit-
ing security concerns.

“The court has cancelled
the arrest warrant after mark-
ing Imran Khan's attendance.

The hearing has been ad-
journed till March 30,” one of
Khan's lawyers, Gohar Khan,
told AFP.

After days of legal wran-
gling, Khan travelled more
than 300km from Lahore to
the Islamabad court complex,
but was unable to get out of
the car.

Around 4,000 supporters
mobbed the complex, pelting
stones and throwing bricks at
police officers who fired back
with tear gas.

The court however ac-
cepted Khan's attendance, his
lawyers said.

The case has been brought
by the Election Commission of
Pakistan which has accused
Khan of not declaring gifts re-
ceived during his time as pre-
mier, or the profit made from
selling them.

AFP

Donald Trump says expecting ‘arrest’ on Tuesday

New York, US - Former US Pres-
ident Donald Trump said he ex-
pects to be ‘arrested’ on Tuesday
over hush money allegedly paid
to a porn star before the 2016
election, calling on his supporters
to protest.

Citing a 'leak’ from the Man-
hattan district attorney’s office,
Trump wrote on his Truth Social
platform on Saturday morning:
“Leading Republican candidate &
former President of the United
States of America will be arrested
on Tuesday of next week. Protest,
take our nation back!”

The investigation centers on
US$130,000 paid weeks before
the 2016 polls to stop Stormy
Daniels, whose real name is
Stephanie Clifford, from going
public about an affair she says
she had with Trump years earlier.

Prosecutors are weighing
whether to charge Trump in the
case, and speculation is rife that
anindictment is likely.

If the Manhattan district attor-
ney were to indict Trump, the 76-

This file photo shows Donald Trump arriving to speak during the CPAC

Conference in National Harbor, Maryland on March 4 (aFp)

year-old would become the first
former president to be charged
with a crime. That would also
upend his bid to win the Republi-
can nomination for the 2024
presidential election.

Trump's lawyer told CNBC on
Friday evening that his client
would surrender to face criminal
charges if he was indicted by a
Manhattan grand jury.

Trump has denied having an

affair with Daniels and has dis-
missed the investigation as polit-
ically motivated.

In his post, written in capital
letters, Trump referred to ‘illegal
leaks from a corrupt & highly po-
litical Manhattan district attor-
neys office’ and said the
investigation was ‘based on an
old & fully debunked (by numer-
ous other prosecutors!) fairytale'.

Daniels met with prosecutors

on Wednesday and ‘agreed to
make herself available as a wit-
ness, or for further inquiry if
needed’, according to her lawyer
Charles Brewster. Earlier this
month, Trump was given the op-
portunity to testify by District At-
torney Alvin Bragg's team but is
expected to decline, to avoid po-
tentially incriminating himself.
Experts say the invitation is a
sign that he will almost certainly

be charged.

On Monday, Trump's former
lawyer-turned-foe Michael
Cohen testified before a grand
jury in New York.

The payment to Daniels was
made by Cohen, who said he was
later reimbursed.

The payment, if not properly
accounted for, could result in a
misdemeanour charge related to
falsifying of business records.
That might be raised to a felony if
the false accounting was in-
tended to cover up a second
crime, such as a campaign finance
violation, The New York Times has
reported.

Trump is facing several crimi-
nal probes at state and federal
level over possible wrongdoing
before, during and after his first
term in office that threaten his
new run at the White House.

In Georgia, a prosecutor is in-
vestigating Trump and his allies’
efforts to overturn his 2020 elec-
tion loss in the southern state.
AFP
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ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19

It's one thing to keep your hopes high, it's quite another to be in
complete denial as to what your real chances for success are. Be
realistic today. You aren't doing yourself any good by ignoring the
facts before you. Face them head-on, and you'll see they aren't as bad
as you fear. Renewal is in the air right now, so if you can hold on and
stay motivated long enough, you'll be able to enjoy the change in tide.
This change will sweep a much happier era into your life.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20

Hold on to your dreams and don't let go! You can't let anyone tell you
that what you want won't ever come about. You have the passionate
determination you need to make anything happen, and you don't need
naysayers bringing you down right now. Stand firm. You want what
you want, so give it everything you've got. Even if it looks like a long
shot, as long as you have hope in your heart, hope survives! You have
a vision of what you want the several months of your life to be like.

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21

You finally have the time you need to fully explore your feelings about
someone. They've been sending you mixed signals, which has
understandably frustrated and confused you. So it's a good thing you
have some free time now to ponder just what the heck is going on!
Make this the last time you put your life on hold to deal with this
person. They've created enough confusion already. Decide what you

want to do about the situation, and then don't give it any more thought.

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22

DAILY

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22

There are people who are planning something that you need to
know about. It could be a party, it could be a meeting, it could be a
deal! Whatever it is, it's sure to go a lot better if you're involved.
Watch out for schemers and insinuate yourself into the situation.
Wherever they are closed doors, knock. Whenever anyone's
whispering, ask them what they're talking about. These folks will be
wondering why they didn't come to you in the first place.

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22

It might sound impossible, but today your job is to analyze the
unseen. You have all the clues and intuition you need to do just that.
When your heart senses that someone is being less than up front
with you, follow your suspicions. You'll soon see why you were so
certain that you needed some time away from them.

Or when your boss or another authority figure sends you a
particularly complimentary email.

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22

Today, your business is your business and their business is their
business. So keep your nose out of what's going on in other people's
lives, or you could get an earful from someone who feels like their
privacy is being invaded and their actions judged. Stay focused on
your own path. Keep your eyes straight ahead and your feet pointed
forward. Just keep marching along. There's nothing to see here. Even
if there is, you need to stay out of it.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER21
The insight you've been taking from your dreams hasn't been of
much use to you lately, so it might be time to start thinking about a
better way to figure things out. Bizarre images you see as you sleep
are little more than variations on your day. They aren't showing you
the answers to your problems. If you really want to sort out what's
been bugging you, stay awake and talk to someone you trust. Share

your thoughts and ask for their input.

f/ CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
A

Are you feeling like you're stuck in a rut? Don't look to other people
to dig you out! You have all the power and determination you need
to dig yourself out. Remember that if you aim unrealistically high,
you'll only give yourself an excuse not to try. Keep your goals more
realistic right now and you'll be much more eager to pursue them.
You need to motivate yourself creatively. Give yourself a special

treat for every mountain you climb today.

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18

You're an open person most of the time. You have nothing to hide, so
why should you waste time covering things up? This might be true, but
today you should guard your privacy at all costs. Certain people are
trying to find out what you're up to, and their motivation could be
jealousy. They could also just be looking for fodder for gossip, and they
could easily twist the situation to make you look less than stellar. If

anyone asks you what you're doing, tell them to mind their own business.

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20

TEST YOUR

01. Which British boxer lost the
WBA world lightweight title in
1972?

A. Jim Watt

B. Charlie Magri

C. Ken Buchanan

D. Mike Tyson

02. Apart from being the inspira-
tion for several commercial
brands, what is a cacique?

A. An antique Spanish boat

B. A species of parrot

C. A political leader or chief

D. A song

03. The co-creator and co-host
of British radio show "The Mu-
seum of Curiosity" (2008 to

present) also created what other

Flipping a coin isn't the most sophisticated way of making a decision, ?\)g‘/? No matter how intense your emotions are, you can handle them! =((:&9’) s You have a fuzzy view of an issue today, but that might be for show?

. . . o g . . e . . = ) : . o

but you've got to admit: It gets the job done. So if you're in an 3. Don't be afraid of what your heart is feeling or fearing. Your inner the best. Too many factors are yet to be determined. There's A. The Infinite Monkey Cage
indecisive mood right now, grab a coin and let it make the choice for 2 strength enables you to step forward and accept the challenge. It's no point in pushing people to give you the information you B.Ql

you. When you're so tied up with trying to see all sides of things, you
could let the opportunity pass you by entirely. Sometimes it's best
just to make a choice and go with it. There is no "right" way. There's

just the way you've chosen.

time to be brutally honest with someone you love. Who? Yourself.
You can't hide from the truth about how you're feeling or what you
want. You have to embrace it and move forward. Share your
emotions with the people you love. They will support you.

seek. Any aggressive energy will only push them away.
Instead, distract yourself with some fun errands or tasks
you've been meaning to do. Keep yourself busy until things are

clearer.

C. Mock the Week
D. Whose Line Is It Anyway

qd'c D¢ D'l siomsuy

LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1to 9 and
only one instance of each number

Each game will present you with a 2
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by

linking adjacent letters - to the left, 1 5 9

right, on top, bottom, or diagonal
to each other. The Boggles Classic

game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words 3 6 5
are valued at one point for each

letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one 9 4 ? 5
point, a four letter word is worth

two points, and so on. Valid words
must be at least three letters long. 8 3 2
Solution 20-25 words:

Excellent, 15-20 words: Very

good, 10-15 words: Good, 4 ;

5-10 words: Average
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H
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o

ANSWER

You have three minutes to find
all the words contained in this
word.

Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don't count
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Clasico, arguably the biggest rivalry in modern football,
overshadowed by Barcelona referee corruption charge

Barcelona, Spain - Spain's Cla-
sico is one of the world's biggest
sporting occasions, pitting giants
Barcelona and Real Madrid head-
to-head, but the build-up to Sun-
day's La Liga clash has been
overshadowed by “Caso Ne-
greira”.

Barca have been charged with
corruption by Spanish prosecu-
tors for payments between 2001
and 2018 to the company of for-
mer refereeing chief Jose Maria
Enriquez  Negreira, totalling
around 7.3 million euros ($7.8
million).

The club say they were paying
for reports and advice on refer-
eeing but prosecutors have ac-
cused the club of seeking to gain
favourable decision-making from
officials.

Charges were filed last week
against Barcelona, former vice
president of Spain's refereeing
committee (CTA), Negreira, and
two former Barcelona presidents,
Sandro Rosell and Josep Maria
Bartomeu, among others.

Although La Liga leaders
Barcelona can virtually clinch the
title if they beat second-place
Real Madrid on Sunday to move
12 points clear, headlines remain
dominated by the Negreira case,
with tensions rising around
Spain.

In the first round of fixtures
after Barcelona were charged
last weekend, at various stadi-
ums there was a form of protest
against the supposed corruption
scandal.

It was clearest in the Basque

country, where Xavi Hernandez's
side faced Athletic Bilbao on
Sunday.

Supporters  threw  mock
money onto the pitch with
“mafia” printed on it, along with
Barcelona's club emblem.

“| was surprised at the hostile
atmosphere towards Barca, it
was sad to see,” said Xavi after
his team’s narrow 1-O win.

"(Barca) are being judged pre-
maturely, which | don't think is
good for society.”

After Barcelona's payments to
Negreira's company were un-

Movistar channel Vamos on
Tuesday.

“The problem that we have is
the worst. There are payments
recognised by Barcelona to the
vice-president of the CTA, that's
something abnormal.

“It's understandable that ten-
sion is generated. The reputation
of our football is at stake. | am
ashamed. We have no explana-
tion from Barcelona.”

Playing the victim
Laporta did speak at a lunch
event with the Equestrian Circle

It’s understandable
that tension is generated. The
reputation of our football is
at stake. I am ashamed

earthed in February, the club re-
sponded quickly and denied any
wrongdoing.

President Joan Laporta said
the club had ordered an external
investigation and would provide
answers as quickly as they could.

However, they have not
scheduled a news conference to
answer questions on the issue
and their silence has been criti-
cised by La Liga president Javier
Tebas.

“Yes (It's the worst moment)
that | remember,” Tebas told

in Barcelona and said there was
a ‘“campaign” to damage
Barcelona's interests.

“Let it be clear Barca have
never bought referees and Barca
have never had the intention of
buying referees, absolutely
never,” said the president.

Some, including Tebas, have
criticised Laporta and Barcelona
for playing the victim.

Last Sunday Real Madrid
joined the proceedings against
Barca as an "injured party”, along
with the CTA, Spanish football

federation, La Liga and Spain’'s
national sports council.

Barcelona will not host the
traditional directors lunch with
Real Madrid and their president
Florentino Perez ahead of the
Clasico as a result, according to
Spanish reports.

After a period of relatively
friendly relations between the
two clubs -- both collaborating
on the failed breakaway Euro-
pean Super League plan -- it
marks a cooling.

However, Perez was under
pressure from supporters de-
manding Madrid take action
against Barcelona.

Tebas spoke again on Thurs-
day, saying he did not think
Barcelona had “bought referees”
but he also said that "“hiding is
not the way"” and the club had to
provide full answers.

The league's president reiter-
ated that no sporting punish-
ment can be handed to
Barcelona as the alleged infringe-
ments happened too long ago.

Laporta took to social media
on Friday to try and turn atten-
tion towards the Clasico, asking
for the fans' support more than
ever as the club closes in on their
first La Liga title since 2019.

“We will defend ourselves and
we will attack, but now | want us
to concentrate on cheering the
team on,” said Laporta.

“We shouldn't have our atten-
tion diverted by other things.
Let's support Barca because we
love them.”

AFP

We are com-
pletely focused
on winning on
Sunday and
making a big
statement in the
titlerace. ...

We are not
thinking about
anything else

XAVI HERNANDEZ

This game will
be different
depending if we
score early, or
they do...

Real Madrid's Vinicius Junior (L) with Karim Benzema

Ancelotti backs Vinicius
to escape Araujo shackles

Madrid, Spain - Real Madrid
coach Carlo Ancelotti backed
winger Vinicius Junior to escape
Ronald Araujo’s shackles when
Los Blancos face Barcelona on
Sunday in the Clasico in La Liga.

The Brazilian winger, key for
Madrid this season, has been
shut down by Barca defender
Araujo in recent clashes with the
Catalans, with coach Xavi Her-
nandez deploying the centre-
back on the right to directly
confront him. Vinicius has scored
twice in 12 games against
Barcelona, both times before
Barcelona started using Araujo at
right-back.

"He's had more difficulties
than in other games, but Vini is
always Vini, his mobility can help
him get best (from himself) in to-
morrow's game,” Ancelotti said.

“I'm thinking of putting him on
theright, let's see. He can play on
the right, Vinicius.”

Ancelotti later said he was
joking about using Vinicius on
the right flank, but reiterated that
the forward could be given more
liberty to drift from the left.

"Obviously that wasn't seri-
ous, but mobility could be impor-
tant, not having a fixed reference
point.”

AFP

Verstappen
shrugs off
bug to top
practicein
Saudi Arabia

Jeddah, Saudi Arabia - Max Ver-
stappen showed no ill effects
from a stomach bug on Friday as
he topped the times for Red Bull
ahead of Fernando Alonso in Fri-
day's second free practice at this
weekend's Saudi Arabian Grand
Prix.

The defending double world
champion, shaking off the stom-
ach upset that had delayed his
arrival in Jeddah by 24 hours,
clocked a best lap in one minute
29.603 seconds to outpace two-
time champion Alonso's Aston
Martin by 0.208 seconds.

Sergio Perez was third in the
second Red Bull ahead of Este-
ban Ocon of Alpine, George Rus-
sell of Mercedes and Pierre Gasly
in the second Alpine.

"I think we had a positive day,
but | think there's still quite a few
things we can improve,” reported
Verstappen.

AFP

Kahraba treble keeps alive
Ahly hopes of survival

Johannesburg, South Africa -
Mahmoud Kahraba scored a hat-
trick as Al Ahly of Egypt tri-
umphed 4-0 at Coton Sport of
Cameroon on Friday to keep alive
hopes of reaching the CAF Cham-
pions League quarter-finals.

It was a must-win match for
the record 10-time African cham-
pions and a scoring burst during
each half in the northwestern city
of Garoua secured maximum
points in Group B.

Despite the impressive vic-
tory, however, Ahly will be elimi-
nated if Al Hilal of Sudan win at
home to already qualified
Mamelodi Sundowns of South
Africa on Saturday in matchday
five.

Sundowns have 10 points and
Hilal nine from four matches and
Ahly seven and Coton none from
five outings with group winners
and runners-up progressing.

Should Hilal draw or lose, who
accompanies Sundowns to the
knockout phase will be decided

Mahmoud Kahraba

on March 31 or April 1 when the
Sudanese outfit are away to Ahly.

Stunned by a 5-2 loss at Sun-
downs last weekend, Ahly made
six changes for the match in cen-
tral Africa, with Kahraba among
those promoted. He rewarded
Swiss coach Marcel Koller by
scoring twice within six minutes
midway through the opening half,
finishing crosses from Mohamed

'Afsha’ Magdy and South African
Percy Tau.

Kahraba, his head bandaged
after an early first half collision
with Coton goalkeeper Gabin Al-
lambatnan, completed his treble
six minutes into the second half.

Tau, outstanding as a wide at-
tacker for the second successive
weekend, completed the rout
soon after.

Isak fires Newcastle
to within sight of top
four in Premier League

Newcastle United's Alexander Isak (C) celebrates with team-mates after scoring against Nottingham Forest (aAFp)

Nottingham, United Kingdom -
Alexander Isak said Newcastle
believe they will seal a place in
next season's Champions
League after the Swede scored
twice, including a stoppage time
penalty, to beat Nottingham For-
est 2-1on Friday.

Victory lifts the Magpies to
within one point of fourth-placed
Tottenham and with a game in
hand to come on Spurs.

“We believe and we know
that we have it in our own hands
and have a good chance,” said
Isak after Newcastle signed off
for the international break with
back-to-back wins.

“It is important we have gone
into this break with a good feel-
ing with two wins from two
games.”

Defeat was Forest's first at
home in the league since Sep-
tember and leaves Steve

we haveitin
our own hands
and have a
good chance

Cooper's men still two points
above the relegation zone.

“It's always the worst way to
lose, in the last couple of min-
utes, having fought in the game,”
said Cooper. “We made some
poor football decisions around
the build-up to the goals and
that's something we can only
blame ourselves for.”

Newcastle ended a near two-
month wait for a Premier League
win last weekend in beating

Wolves and came flying out the
blocks at the City Ground.

But the closest the visitors
came to turning their early dom-
inance into a lead was when
Renan Lodi turned Isak’s cross
onto his own crossbar.

Instead it was Forest who
went in front completely against
the run of play thanks to a howler
from Sven Botman.

The Dutch centre-back has
been a major factor in Newcas-
tle's success this season but his
attempted pass back to goal-
keeper Nick Pope was inter-
cepted by Emmanuel Dennis,
who produced a stunning
chipped finish for just his second
Forest goal.

The crossbar came to the
home side's rescue again when
Sean Longstaff's deflected strike
from the edge of the box came
back off the woodwork.
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Elena Rybakina in action against Iga Swiatek of Poland in the semi-final of Indian Wells Open on Friday (AFp)

TO HANDLE

Rybakina topples Swiatek to book Indian Wells final with Sabalenka

Indian Wells, United States -
Elena Rybakina again proved too
much for world number one Iga
Swiatek, denying the defending
champion a return to the Indian
Wells final with an emphatic 6-2,
6-2 semi-final victory on Friday.

Moscow-born Kazakh Rybak-
ina, the reigning Wimbledon
champion who stunned top-
seeded Swiatek in the fourth
round of the Australian Open on
the way to the final, will now get
a chance to turn the tables on
Aryna Sabalenka, who beat her
in Melbourne to capture a first
Grand Slam title.

World number two Sabalenka
advanced with a 6-2, 6-3 victory
over seventh-seeded Maria
Sakkari of Greece.

Rybakina, ranked 10th in the
world, was all over Swiatek from
the opening game, painting the
lines with her punishing ground
strokes and serving with pinpoint
precision.

Swiatek, winner of the French
and US Opens last year in a cam-
paign that included eight titles in
all, simply had no answer and
surrendered the first set with a
double-fault on the first set point.

It was more of the same in the
second as Rybakina raced to a 5-
O lead. Swiatek, who revealed
after the match she was dealing

with “discomfort” in her ribcage,
finally managed a hold for 5-1,
and pounced to break as Rybak-
ina suddenly struggled with her
first serve in the next game.
Rybakina still managed to
muster two match points at 40-
15, but Swiatek saved one with
an overhead and another with a
blistering return of a second
serve, winning two more points
to complete the break for 5-2.
But there would be no come-
back. A mis-hit as Swiatek ap-

like this on Sunday,” she added
after denying Swiatek's bid to be-
come the first woman since Mar-
tina Navratilova in 1990-91 to
win back-to-back titles in the
California desert.

Swiatek, who said she still ex-
pected to defend her title at the
Miami Open that starts next
week, was disappointed she
couldn't execute her coach's
ideas for stopping Rybakina.

"We were thinking about the
Australian Open more like we

I'wanted to kind of use his
tips and improve my game. But I
wasn’t able to do that today

peared to trip chasing a ball back
to the baseline gave Rybakina
another match point and she
converted it with confidence.

“I didn't expect that | was
going to play that good today,”
admitted Rybakina, who battled
through three sets to beat Czech
Karolina Muchova in the quarter-
finals.

"Hopefully I'm going to play

wanted to kind of learn a lesson
from that match,” she said. “I
wanted to kind of use his tips and
improve my game. But | wasn't
able to do that today.”
Sabalenka had to battle back
from a set down to beat Rybak-
ina in the Australian Open final,
and the Kazakh was optimistic
she could avenge that defeat in
the looming battle of reigning

Grand Slam champions.
“If | play like today, | think |
have all the chances,” she said.

Stadium Court
slugfest

Sabalenka out-dueled Sakkari in
a Stadium Court slugfest.

Playing with supreme confi-
dence, Sabalenka opened with a
quick service hold that featured
two aces and broke Sakkari for a
3-1 lead. Sakkari immediately
broke back as Sabalenka double-
faulted on break point. But the
Belarusian won the next five
games to pocket the set and take
a 2-0 lead in the second.

Sakkari, perhaps trying to do
too much in the face of Sa-
balenka’'s powerful ground-
strokes, made three forehand
errors to give her triple set point.

She saved two with a service
winner and an ace but fired an-
other forehand out of the court
on the third.

Sabalenka was rolling, break-
ing Sakkari again with a blistering
backhand service return up the
line for a 2-0 lead in the second.

But she gave the break back
with a sloppy service game and
Sakkari held to level the set be-
fore Sabalenka steadied to win
three straight games.

AFP

Sabalenka ‘feels bad’ for Ukrainian

players amid war tensions

Indian Wells, United States -
Russia's invasion of Ukraine con-
tinues to stir tension in the tennis
world, and Belarusian Aryna Sa-
balenka said Friday that it's not
only Ukrainian players who are
feeling the strain.

"“Of course it's a lot of tension
between us,” Australian Open
champion Sabalenka said after
beating Maria Sakkari to reach
the final of the combined WTA
and ATP Masters 1000 in the
California desert. But, she added,
“| still have this belief that | did
nothing bad to Ukrainians - not
me, not Russian athletes.”

The WTA and ATP tours have
barred players from Russia and
its ally Belarus from competing
under their national flags, but in-
sist that individual athletes have
aright to compete.

Wimbledon, which banned
players from Russia and Belarus
last year, is reportedly poised to
allow them to return. Sabalenka,
who said before the tournament
that she wrestled with guilt last
year but finally concluded that

Aryna Sabalenka celebrates after defeating Maria Sakkari of Greece in

the semi final of Indian Wells Open on Friday (AFpP)

the situation was not her fault,
was thrust into the spotlight
again this week when Ukraine's
Lesia Tsurenko withdrew from
their third-round match.

Tsurenko later said that she
had a panic attack, the over-
whelming emotions coming days
after a conversation with WTA
chief executive Steve Simon
about the ongoing tensions re-
lated to the war in which she
found Simon unsupportive.

Sabalenka said she felt the
WTA had been even handed in
dealing with players from all
countries. “l was through so
many bad things, and unfortu-
nately, 'm not able to say that be-
cause who is gonna believe
Belarusian girl,” she said.

"I think Tsurenko withdrawing,
there was more than panic attack
or more than political situation.

“I think there is something
more. | had a really tough situa-
tion last year with her coach the
way he act to me. So | think that
guy put so much pressure on her,
and that's why that happened.”

Rib injury threatens beaten
Swiatek's Miami Open defense

Wells, United States - Iga
Swiatek’s Indian Wells title de-
fense ground to a halt in a
straight sets semi-final loss to
Elena Rybakina on Friday, the
world number one later revealing
she is battling a rib injury.

“For sure, Elena played great
tennis today, and | feel like
against her | have to play bet-
ter,” Swiatek said after falling 6-
2, 6-2 to the Wimbledon
champion - who also shocked
her in the Australian Open
fourth round.

“Honestly, | feel like it's more
me and kind of my mistakes,” she
said. “I'm also not feeling 100%
physically. | have a little discom-
fort in my rib, and we're going to
consult with medical team.”

Swiatek said she still planned
to defend her title at the Miami
Open that starts next week.

“For now I'm preparing to
play, but we'll see what (the)
next days are going to tell us,”
she said. “l don't know yet."

Swiatek was disappointed
that she was unable to imple-

Poland's Iga Swiatek hits a return to Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina during

their semi-final match of Indian Wells Open on Friday (AFp)

we’re going to
consult with
medical team
IGA SWIATEK

ment the tactics her coach had
devised after analyzing her loss
to Rybakina in Melbourne.

"We were thinking about the
Australian Open more like we
wanted to kind of learn a lesson
from that match,” she said.

"We were analyzing ... so |
wanted just to kind of use his tips
and improve my game. But |
wasn't able to do that today.”

She said she hadn't had much
experience of playing through in-
jury, the only example she re-
called coming at the 2019 French
Open.

AFP

Adam Schenk grabs PGA Valspar lead with Spieth lurking

Miami, United States - Adam
Schenk, playing for a 10th con-
secutive week, fired a two-
under-par 69 to grab a
one-stroke lead after Friday's
second round of the PGA
Valspar Championship.

The 31-year-old American,
who shared the 18-hole lead, was
on seven-under 135 after 36
holes at Innisbrook’s Copperhead
course in Palm Harbor, Florida.

"It really couldn’t have been a
ton better with the amount of
putts | made,” Schenk said.
“We're doing a really good job
managing the courses.”

Countryman Kramer Hickok,

chasing his first PGA crown like
Schenk, was second on 136 after
a second 68 in windy conditions.

Three-time major winner Jor-
dan Spieth, the 2015 Valspar
champion, fired a 70 to share
third on 137 with fellow Ameri-
cans Cody Gribble and Davis
Riley plus England's Tommy
Fleetwood.

“Kind of an off day on ap-
proaching the greens, hit pretty
rusty wedges,” Spieth said.

“To shoot one-under on this
golf course in the wind is a good
score so | feel good about my po-
sition going into the weekend.”

Schenk made a birdie-birdie

start, blasting out of a bunker to
seven feet and sinking the putt at
the par-5 first hole then dropping
his approach inside three feet to
set up a tap-in at the second.

After a three-putt bogey on
the third, Schenk answered with
a 17-foot birdie putt at the par-5
fifth and added another birdie
from 4.1/2 feet at the 12th before
a closing bogey after finding a
greenside bunker.

"I had better control of my golf
ball,” Schenk said. “Made a few
putts, had some nice saves for
par which really holds the round
together.

“It was another one of those

Adam Schenk plays an approach shot on the fifth hole during the second round of the Valspar Championship

rounds that could have been
even par. It wouldn't have been
5- or 6-under ever but we man-
aged it well and very pleased
with 2-under.”

Schenk, whose best PGA fin-
ish was third at the 2021 Shriners
Children's Open, is keeping busy
before the birth of his son next
month.

"Having a little baby boy here
in about a month and a half,”
Schenk said. “So trying to make
as many points as | can to take as
much time off as | can and spend
time with him and my wife,
which will be very special.”

AFP
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Bangladesh's Towhid Hridoy plays a shot during the first ODI against

Ireland in Sylhet on Saturday (AFp)

Shakib, Towhid
power Bangladesh
to 338-8 against
Ireland in first ODI

Sylhet, Bangladesh - Shakib Al
Hasan and debutant Towhid Hri-
doy both narrowly missed cen-
turies but Bangladesh still
hammered Ireland’s attack to
post 338-8 in Saturday's first of
three one-day internationals in
Sylhet.

Shakib hit 93 and Towhid
added 92 as the pair added 135
for the fourth wicket to lift
Bangladesh from 81-3 after Ire-
land captain Andrew Balbirnie
won the toss and elected to bowl.

Graham Hume claimed a ca-
reer-best 4-60 but the hosts did
well enough to post their highest
one-day score against Ireland.

Shakib led the initial charge
after Tamim Igbal (3), Liton Das
(26) and Najmul Hossain (25)
fell cheaply.

He became the second
Bangladeshi cricketer to reach
7,000 ODI runs after Tamim.

Shakib is now also just the
third cricketer to surpass that
milestone in ODI runs and 300
one-day wickets after Sri Lanka's
Sanath Jayasuriya and Pakistan's
Shahid Afridi.

Shakib shifted gears after
reaching his third successive ODI
fifty and hitting Harry Tector for
five fours in an over.

He fell seven runs short of his
10th ODI hundred after chasing
a wide yorker from Hume to get
the bottom edge.

Towhid played the best debut
innings for Bangladesh in ODls,
adding 80 runs for the fifth
wicket with Mushfiqur Rahim,
who struck 44 off 26 balls.

Hume removed both batsmen
in the same over before taking
the wicket of Taskin Ahmed but
the tourists were unable to stop
the flow of runs.

AFP

Sri Lanka in double trouble

Williamson, Nicholls double tons put New Zealand on top in second Test

Wellington, New Zealand - Ag-
gressive double centuries for
Kane Williamson and Henry
Nicholls powered New Zealand's
dominance in the second Test
against Sri Lanka in Wellington
on Saturday.

The Black Caps declared their
first innings at an imposing 580-
4 before reducing Sri Lanka to
26-2 at stumps on day two, leav-
ing the tourists with a very slim
prospect of squaring the two-
match series.

The in-form  Williamson
scored 215 and Nicholls posted a
career-best 200 not out, with the
pair's third-wicket stand of 363
virtually batting Sri Lanka out of
the contest.

Their partnership was the

It hasn’t happened

as much as I'd like in the last period

fifth-highest by any New Zealand
combination and they became
the country's first batters to reach
200 in the same innings.

Sri Lankan captain Dimuth
Karunaratne will resume on 16 on
Sunday and nightwatchman Pra-
bath Jayasuriya remains on four,
with the deficit a daunting 554
runs.

Sri Lanka's bowlers struggled
to generate life on a flat Basin Re-
serve pitch, forcing Karunaratne
to set defensive fields during
much of the mammoth partner-
ship.

Williamson and Nicholls bat-
ted at a lively clip from the outset,
advancing quickly from a 155-2

New Zealand's Kane Williamson (L) celebrates with team-mate Henry Nicholls after his double century against Sri Lanka in Wellington on Saturday

overnight score and barely look-
ing troubled as they unleashed an
array of attacking strokes through
the first two sessions.

Williamson was impenetrable
as he reached three figures for
the third time in successive Tests,
becoming the first New Zealan-
der to pass 8,000 runs in the
process.

It was a sixth double-century
for the 32-year-old - whose un-

beaten 121 was pivotal in a final-
ballfirst Test in Christchurch ear-
lier this week.

Having resumed on 26,
Williamson struck 23 fours and
two sixes before holing out in the
deep off spinner Jayasuriya as he
tried to escalate the scoring rate.

Nicholls marched on from his
overnight 18 to reach three fig-
ures before pushing past his pre-
vious-best score of 174.

His aggressive 240-ball knock,
which featured four sixes, repre-
sented a remarkable return to
form for the left-hander, whose
place in the team was under
pressure after failing to reach 40
in his 15 previous innings.

Nicholls said he was aware of
criticism of his ongoing selection
but said he was made to feel
comfortable by support from his
teammates and coach Gary

Stead.

“Everyone in the group's been
great and you really feel that sup-
port,” he said.

“For me, it was just about
trusting that | had done it before.
It hasn't happened as much as I'd
like in the last period.

“Now the challenge is doing it
again knowing that the blueprint
is there.”

AFP

Strong performance from Al Harthy in
maiden FIA WEC qualifying at Sebring

Ahmad Al Harthy in action at FIA World Endurance Championship qualifying session on Thursday

Muscat - Oman's Ahmad Al
Harthy produced excellent pace
during his maiden FIA World En-
durance Championship qualifying
session at Sebring International
Raceway on Thursday to secure
a highly competitive third on the
GTE Am grid for the first race of
the season.

Having progressed well with
team-mates Michael Dinan and
Charlie Eastwood throughout the
various testing and free practice

sessions during the week, Al
Harthy's first ever visit to the
American track, the Oman Rac-
ing with TF Sport trio headed into
qualifying in confident mood.

Al Harthy climbed behind the
wheel of the No.25 Aston Martin
GTE for Thursday evening's ses-
sion and the FIA WEC debutant
delivered a fantastic perform-
ance. Ending the run with a best
time of Tm59.657 seconds (181.1
km/h), he secured the third

fastest time and only just missed
out on the GTE Am front row by
0.3 seconds.

As well as emerging as the
fastest of the Aston Martin en-
tries, the Omani - supported by
Oman Ministry of Culture, Sports
and Youth, OQ, Omantel and
MHD-ITICS - was notably happy
with the overall handling and per-
formance of his car. “I'm really
happy with our performance
from qualifying,” he said.

Esapekka Lappi of Hyundai in action at the Mexico Rally on Friday

Lappi fends off serial winner
Ogier to lead in Mexico

Paris, France - Esapekka Lappi
held off Sebastien Ogier to lead
the Mexico Rally after Friday's
stages as championship leader
Ott Tanak was among the drivers
to hit problems at altitude in the
rugged mountains.

Tanak had led overnight after
winning the opening two stages
but lost power on Friday's open-
ing stage, known as El Chocolate.

“Turbo,” said Tanak from the
road. “There is a turbo in the car,
but it's just dead.”

Lappi, a Finn who drives for
Hyundai, grabbed the race lead
as Tanak limped in 7mins 47sec
behind.

Frenchman Ogier, in a Toyota,

who has won the rally six times,
took the next stage but the Finn
hit back to take the morning's
final stage by 0.6sec and stretch
his lead to 1.4sec.

“Seb has won this rally so
many times and we can match
his pace, so | need to be very
pleased with that,” said Lappi.

In the afternoon back-to-back
stage wins in Las Minas and Las
Dunas gave Lappi some breath-
ing space, and he ended the day
5.3sec up on Ogier who took the
Distrito Leon super special.

“l am a bit surprised, but | take
itasitis,” Lappi told wrc.com.

“This was probably one of the
best days of my career.”
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unsthaus Zurich, one of Switzer-
land's top art museums, launched
anew review last week aimed at clar-
ifying whether any of its artworks
might be cultural property looted
by the Nazis.

Ann Demeester, who took
over as the museum's director
in January, wants to tackle the thorny issue of
provenance and art confiscated by Nazi Ger-
many.

The museum said it wanted to see a national
independent commission set up to investigate
cultural property looted as a result of Nazi per-
secution.

In the meantime, it said it was setting up its
own international commission of independent
experts this year.

"Our overriding objective must always be to
review professionally the origins of the works
we hold," said Philipp Hildebrand, chair of the
Zurcher Kunstgesellschaft, the art association
which owns the collection and oversees the
museum.
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An art educator explains to a group of youth visitors next to ‘'The Couple (The Wretched Ones)’ 1904 by Pablo Picasso and ‘Jeanne Hebuterne, seated' 1918 by Amadeo Modigliani, two masterpieces, part of the
Merzbacher Collection exhibited at the Kunsthaus Zurich

"We must enable just and fair solutions
where there are substantiated indications of
cultural property confiscated as a result of Nazi
persecution.

We are aware that this will be a lengthy and
complex process," said Hildebrand, a former
Swiss central bank chairman.

The museum said it would submit its own

collection as well as new acquisitions to the
provenance search.

"The provenance of works created prior to
1945 that changed hands between January
1933 and May 1945 will be reviewed," the mu-
seum said, referring to the years of Nazi rule in
neighbouring Germany.

Demeester, the Belgian former director of
the Frans Hals Museum in the Netherlands,

said Kunsthaus Zurich had to be proactive and
transparent on provenance research.

"As a museum, we bear a great social re-
sponsibility," she said, adding, "Just as impor-
tant as the research itself is what we do with
the results."

The museum faced criticism in 2021 when
it opened a new wing to house the collection of
arms dealer Emil Buhrle, who made his fortune

during World War Il.

The German-born industrialist became a
naturalised Swiss citizen in 1937 and died in
1956, having amassed one of Europe's most
prestigious private art collections.

The Buhrle Foundation itself confirmed that
13 paintings he bought had been stolen by the
Nazis from Jewish owners in France.

Following a series of court cases after World

War Il, Buhrle in the 1940s returned all 13
pieces to their rightful owners and then repur-
chased nine of them, the foundation said.

The collection was long displayed at a pri-
vate museum on the outskirts of Zurich, but it
was decided it should be moved following the
spectacular 2008 heist of four 19th-century
masterpieces.

AFP

Our overriding objective must
always be to review professionally
the origins of the works we hold

PHILIPP HILDEBRAND

‘The Sower with Setting Sun’ 1888, a masterpiece by Vincent van Gogh

CLASSIFIEDS

FOR RENT

An apartment with 4 bedrooms,
4 bathrooms, one kitchen, with
small sea view near the Indian
School in Darsait for RO240 per
month.

Contact: +968-99315986

A room in Darsait with one bath-
room and a kitchen; electricity
and water free for RO100 per
month

Contact: +968-99315986

CLASSIFIED LISTINGS

Muscat Daily offers a variety of classified listings for
individuals and establishments:

Situations Vacant/Wanted, Accommodation Wanted or
Available, Sale of Household Items, Cars for Sale or
Wanted, Matrimonial Alliances, etc Please email your listing to
dailyclassifieds@apexmedia.co.om or call: 99104346

® Fleet of 2,000 vehicles

¢ Choose from a wide range
of brands & models

* PDO, OXY and BP spec
vehicles available

e Attractive rates for short-term
& long-term lease

Muscat 9014 6672, 9679 0684
Sohar 9731 6218 | Salalah 9429 9325

www.orbit-oman.com

WISHES

SHAINY
March 18

Happy Birthday Shainy.
Stay happy always
Dad - Mohan,
Mom - Sunitha,
Twins brothers
Johnny & Danny

| GAURAV , (holder of Indian Passport M 0713252 ) Son of/
daughter SRI UMESH CHANDRA SAXENA having permanent
residence in H.No.180 ,GREEN PARK MAIN,NEAR WATER
TANK,BAREILLY (U.P) complete postal address in India) and
presently residing in MUSCAT-AL GHUBRA (NORTH) B.NO.61
WAY 4046 Flat No.24 (complete postal address in Oman, intend
to change my name from GAURAV to (Old name)GAURAV
SAXENA (new name) for all practical . Any objection towards my
name change may please be communicated to Embassy of India,
Muscat, Diplomatic Quarters, Al Khuwair, PO Box No : 1727,
Postal Code 112, Ruwi, Sultanate of Oman.

|, MUGEESH PEEDIKATHODIKAYIL (holder of Indian Passport U 0372361)
S/o MURALEEDHARAN P having permanent residence in VISHAGHAM
HOUSE , PEEDIKATHODIKAYIL.P.O-MIE. KUNNAMANGALAM .PIN
673571 (complete postal address in India) presently residing at AL-GHUBRA
P.O Box No: 1262 Postal Code: 133 Sultanate of Oman (complete postal
address in Sultanate of Oman), intend to marry MS . SUNEERATH BEEGAM
MUNDAMPRA  (Holder of Indian passport bearing No.N8144650 D/o
KUNHU MOHAMMED mp at Embassy of Indian, Muscat. | swear that | am
marring her at my own free will and not under any duress and intimidation.
Any Objection towards this marriage may please be communicated to
Embassy of India, Muscat, Diplomatic Quarters, Al Khuwair, P.O Box
No.1727,Postal code No.112 Ruwi, Sultanate of Oman within 30 (thirty) days
of publication of this newspaper advertisement.
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TRAY DONKEYS

Ass-tonishing incidents in Al Amerat

Road accidents involving stray donkeys in Al Amerat have got
animal activists up in arms, seeking appropriate action from

the civic authority that seems to turn a Nelson's eye towards
the potential hazard for the beasts of burden as well as humans

Hubert Vaz

nimal activists and
animal lovers were up
in arms last week
when a series of inci-
dents involving injured
donkeys  alongside
roads in Al Amerat
went viral on social media.

Frequent calls were made by concerned
citizens seeking medical attention or trans-
portation of a couple of injured donkeys
which lay bleeding and writhing in agony,
while the civic authorities did not provide
any assistance in this regard, they said.

Medical attention was initiated by a few
animal welfare activists who arranged for
veterinarians to visit the site for necessary
action even as angry citizens and residents
voiced their concern on social media. The
sight of unattended injured animals moved
many by compassion while no assistance
came forth from those authorised to rise up
to the occasion.

A civic source pointed out that the rising
numbers of donkeys in Al Amerat has
become a matter of concern for those resid-
ing there and people have been trading sar-
casm about it for long. However, the recent
spate of injuries to the stray animals cannot
be brushed under the carpet, he said, hoping
that the matter would receive due attention
from those concerned.

Immediate action needed
Ammu Ravindaran, an animal lover who has
been working for the welfare of stray dogs in
Muscat, said there is need for a long term
solution for the donkeys in Al Amerat, such
as TRN (trap, neuter and release) to curb
their numbers. This cannot be done my
small non-governmental organisations and
need the support of government agencies
that can provide vehicles, equipment and
man power for trapping stray animals as
large as donkeys. She disclosed that forma-
tion of an Animal Welfare Society, under the
Ministry of Social Welfare, is currently pend-
ing approval, and once that materialises
issues like this would get better redressal.
Amour al Taugi, a private sector
employee and resident of Al Amerat said,
“It's quite shameful to see an area, as devel-
oped as Al Amerat, full of stray donkeys.
Every street, especially at night, has donkeys
crossing. That's not all, when | go for my
early morning prayers, often | have been
chased by donkeys and had to run because
they are quite aggressive.” He suggested
that the stray animals be taken out of the
city and put to use by farmers in the interior
or kept in special enclosures, like zoos.
Fatmah Said, an Al Amerat housewife,
said, "I think, the sight of donkeys loitering is
not befitting of a civilised town. Al Amerat is

a very busy and developing area, and the
sight of donkeys everywhere is quite an odd
one.

“| believe, the concerned authorities can
do something better about it, like taking
them to the outskirts of the city. Donkeys are
good at many things like livestock guards
and for pulling carts in farms,” she said,
adding, “l almost got involved in an accident
twice due to donkeys on the road.”

Hazard for donkeys and
drivers

Dr Mansour, a veterinarian at Al Amerat
Veterinary Clinic, who was one of the first to
reach the spot to attend to an injured donkey
in Al Amerat last week, at the behest of a

Photps: V K Shafeer

concerned Al Amerat resident, said the
problem concerning donkeys was two-fold.

“Itis not just about the donkeys being hit
and injured by vehicles, it is also a potential
hazard for the motorists themselves who
could also be seriously injured and their
vehicles damaged if they suddenly
encounter a donkey on the road,” Dr Man-
sour said, adding that they had to administer
an anaesthetic to the injured animal to
reduce its agony after the accident, until fur-
ther medical treatment was initiated.

Dr Mansour also suggested that the stray
donkeys be moved out of human settle-
ments in the city and taken to some of the
natures reserves in Oman which have vast
space to accommodate them. While the
donkeys would be able to get their food, they
would also help in maintaining the cycle of
nature among other wild animals, he said.

Dr Peter, a popular vet from Capital Vet-
erinary Centre, Al Qurm, pointed out that
donkeys were being used for various kinds
of works in Oman, but once they've lost their
fitness to work, they have been abandoned
and often fall victim to road accidents. He
suggested that a shelter be created for these

The government needs to spread awareness about
the welfare of animals, build a sanctuary for
donkeys in Al Amerat, which has huge spaces
available, and make contracts with companies that
have experience in managing projects that could
be beneficial using these animals

Dr Reham Mohamed Youssef

animals on the outskirts of the city so that
they can be transported there in a bid to curb
accidents.

Move them to shelters

Another specialist in educational psychol-
ogy, Dr Reham Mohamed Youssef, who is a
representative of the Swiss organisation Ne-
tApp for animal rights, asserted that animals
such as donkeys share the same right as hu-
mans to live on land and that development
works in cities often robs them of their nat-

ural habitat.

About the recent road accidents involving
donkeys in Al Amerat, she said, “Itis vey un-
fortunate that these animals are frequently
exposed to traffic accidents and cruel treat-
ment after being hit by cars and left to suffer,
bleeding and with fractures which are diffi-
cult to heal without medical intervention.
These incidents are equally dangerous for
the drivers who could also suffer injuries or
get killed.

“The government needs to spread aware-

ness about the welfare of animals, build a
sanctuary for donkeys in Al Amerat which
has huge spaces available and make con-
tracts with companies that have experience
in managing projects that could be beneficial
using these animals. Milk of donkeys is con-
sidered most expensive and used in making
hair and skin creams.’

She also suggested neutering some of the
animals to reduce their numbers in the long
run, or entrusting them to farmers with
additional privileges.

Stating that no warning signs have been
put up along roads in Amerat about the pos-
sibility of donkeys crossing, Dr Reham also
pointed out, “The biggest problem faced by
rescuers is the lack of clinics to treat the
animals and that rescuers are expected to
transport the animal on their own to the gov-
ernment veterinary clinic only during specific
work hours.”

Since most incidents happen during the
night, vets from private clinics who attend to
the animals are compelled to euthanise the
injured donkey to rid it of its agony since it
cannot be kept waiting till the next morning,
Dr Reham lamented.
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