
Our Correspondent 
Muscat

The Ministry of Housing and
Urban Planning (MHUP) annou-
nced on Monday that it has set
out to establish sustainable ‘Gre-
ater Cities’ or future cities in
Salalah, Nizwa, Sohar and Mus-
cat. 

MHUP has formed an execu-
tive committee to implement the
urban strategy for different gov-
ernorates. The committee has
started work on preparing struc-
tural plans for Greater Muscat,
Greater Salalah, Greater Nizwa
and Greater Sohar, in addition to
accelerating development in the
wilayat of Jabal Akhdar. 

The cities, spread over 5mn
sqm, will have 10,000 to 30,000
housing units and accommodate
50,000 to 130,000 people. 

In its third annual media
meeting on Monday, MHUP
stated that it is preparing the
Jabal Akhdar development plan,
which will be completed this
year. The project is a mixed-use
investment destination aimed at
stimulating the economy.

H E Dr Khalfan bin Saeed al
Shuaili, Minister of Housing and
Urban Planning, affirmed the
ministry’s aspiration to achieve
the highest level of service effi-
ciency, in line with the objectives
of Oman Vision 2040, and move
housing services and urban plan-
ning to advanced levels with
community partnership. 

During the meeting, it was re-
vealed that the ministry aims to
distribute 23,000 residential
plots of land, register more than
30,000 applications for property
registration, and support 1,200
families within its housing assis-
tance programme in 2023.

H E Shuaili added that 50 per
cent of the previously distributed
plots of land have been con-
structed. “We are now seeking to
distribute land to those who are

eligible in an organised way.” 
About social housing pro-

grammes, the ministry informed
that 1,400 families benefited
from housing assistance worth
RO35mn in 2022, while 1,200
families will be provided assis-
tance worth RO35mn in 2023. 

Around 700 families, whose
monthly income was less than

RO350, benefited from exemp-
tion of housing loans in 2021 at a
financial cost of RO13mn, and
more than 1,600 families whose
monthly income was less than
RO450, benefited in 2022 from
a total housing loan exemption of
RO29.7mn.

Real estate trading amounted
to RO2.7bn in 2022 compared to

RO2.6bn in 2021.
The ministry also offered 700

government land plots for invest-
ment and collected RO8.6mn
from renewal of contracts in
2022. It will offer 400 usufruct
land contract via electronic 
bidding and 250 usufruct land
contracts for investment oppor-
tunities in year 2023. 
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Two Omani innovators have
bagged one of the biggest prizes
in the Middle East for innovation.
Mohammed Saud al Balushi and
Al Haitham Mohammed al
Kalbani won the gold medal at
the 13th International Invention
Fair in the Middle East (IIFME),
organised by the Kuwait Scien-
tific Club from February 12 to 15
in Kuwait. 

IIFME is a specialised inven-
tion fair and - according to the
organisers - is considered the
second most important of its
kind worldwide.

Speaking to Muscat Daily,
Balushi, HSE specialist and in-
structor, said, “The International
Invention Fair is held annually
and attracts the best inventors
from around the Middle East and
beyond. This edition saw 183
participants from 40 countries,
including Egypt, Qatar, Mexico,
Thailand, Iran, Iraq and Russia.”

Balushi described their project
as “a novel method of flow assur-
ance for transporting heavy
crude oil in pipelines”. The objec-
tive of the project is to accelerate
oil production, preserve the envi-

ronment and the safety of work-
ers, and reduce the cost of oil
production. 

“My friend Kalbani and I de-
veloped the project using solar
energy instead of electricity,
making it sustainable.” 

He informed that two other
teams from Oman emerged win-
ners. Hajar al Shueili and Balqis al
Hosani won the silver medal for
designing eco-friendly interlock
tiles made from recycled materi-
als, which could be a substitute
for cement tiles. Additionally,
Salim Abdallah al Kaabi claimed
a silver for developing an eco-
friendly varnish from frankin-
cense. 

IIFME aims to provide a plat-
form for Arab inventors to meet
their counterparts from non-

Arab countries, strengthen 
cooperation between investors
and inventors, and attract well-
known inventors to partici-
pate in the fair and socialise
with investors and Arab inven-
tors.

Elaborating further on the
project, Balushi said, “I obtained
a patent for it in 2021 from the
Ministry of Commerce, Industry
and Investment Promotion. I
faced financial constraints to
complete the project, but the
Ministry of Higher Education, Re-
search and Innovation helped
me.”

He is now hopeful of obtaining
financial support from the gov-
ernment and private agencies to
implement his project and help
achieve Oman Vision 2040. 

two omanis win gold at middle
east’s biggest innovation fair

al haitham mohammed al kalbani and mohammed saud al Balushi

(Supplied photo)

Work begins on
cities of future

Our Correspondent 
Muscat

In most countries, house prices
continue to rise faster than
wages, making home owner-
ship an increasing struggle for
aspiring owners. However, a
new study has found that Mus-
cat has the seventh least expen-
sive properties in the world - at
US$751/sqm.

That's according to Net-
Credit, a global online lender,
which analysed over 800,000
online property listings for 73
global capitals and calculated
the median house price for each
city in total and per sqm. 

According to the research, a
home in Monaco (US$52,000/
sqm) costs three times more
than any other capital. 

At the other end of the spec-
trum, the city with the least cost
per sqm is Havana in Cuba
(US$234/sqm). 

Muscat and Pretoria are
where homes are most afford-
able when taking into account
yearly salaries and median
home price. It takes 4.7 years in
Muscat and Pretoria to buy a
home, while it takes 6.9 years in
Belfast in Northern Ireland, 7.6
years in Bucharest in Romania
and 8.7 years in Bandar Seri

Bagawan in Brunei, making
them the five most affordable
cities for home buyers. 

‘COVID-19 radically shook
up our idea of where and how
we wanted to live, and it also
radically altered many peoples’
options for doing so. On bal-
ance, prices rose, but now, in
the fallout of the pandemic and
with the added complication of
the energy crisis and war in
Ukraine, they’re on their way
down,’ stated NetCredit.

Least expensive cities
Havana  234
Ankara 432
Tripoli 500
Pretoria 568
Dhaka  672

Most expensive cities
Monaco 52,000
Singapore 15,009
Seoul 11,244
Luxembourg 10,897
Paris 10,880

(Figures in US$/sqm)

us President Joe Biden on monday made a trip to kyiv organised in strict secrecy, promising us$500mn in

fresh arms deliveries and "unwavering" american support ahead of the first anniversary of russia's invasion. air

raid sirens rang out across the capital at one point as Biden walked alongside ukrainian President Volodymyr

Zelensky during what was the us president's first visit to the country since russian troops invaded on February

24, 2022. "one year later, kyiv stands. and ukraine stands. democracy stands," Biden said, speaking alongside

Zelensky at the ukrainian president's official residence, the mariinsky Palace (aFP)

Biden in Kyiv Before invasion anniversary

muscat - His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik received Pres-
ident Dr Bashar al Assad of the
Syrian Arab Republic, who paid a
visit to Muscat on Monday.

His Majesty led the welcom-
ing party for the guest. When the
jet touched ground at the Royal
Airport, His Majesty the Sultan
met the guest at the foot of the
ramp, welcoming him and wish-
ing him and his official delegation
a pleasant stay in Oman.

Later, His Majesty and Presi-
dent Assad held an official ses-
sion of talks at Al Barakah Palace.

At the outset, His Majesty the
Sultan renewed his sympathy
and condolences to the guest and
the Syrian brotherly people for
victims of the devastating earth-
quake that hit Syrian and the Re-
public of Turkey. His Majesty
affirmed that the sultanate con-
tinues support for its Syrian

brethren to overcome implica-
tions of this natural disaster.

On his turn, the Syrian Presi-
dent expressed his utmost thanks
to His Majesty the Sultan, the
government and the Omani peo-
ple for their solidarity and stand
with Syria. He also expressed his
appreciation of the Omani relief
efforts that contributed in allevi-
ating impacts of the earthquake.

During the session, His
Majesty the Sultan and President
Assad reviewed the march of the
bilateral relations between the
two brotherly countries and fields
of joint cooperation. The two
leaders also exchanged view-
points on regional and interna-
tional developments, as well as
the endeavours to consolidate
pillars of security and stability in
the region and the world.

After that, His Majesty the
Sultan and the Syrian President

held a closed-door session.
President Assad and his ac-

companying delegation left in the
evening after concluding his visit
to Oman.

The official session of talks
was attended from the Omani
side by Sayyid Shihab bin Tarik al
Said, Deputy Prime Minister for
Defence Affairs, Sayyid Khalid al
Busaidi, Minister of Diwan of
Royal Court, Gen Sultan bin Mo-
hammed al Nuamani, Minister of
Royal Office, Sayyid Badr bin
Hamad al Busaidi, Foreign Minis-
ter, Sultan bin Salim al Habsi,
Minister of Finance, Dr Hamad
bin Said al Awfi, Head of Private
Office, Dr Madiha al Shaibani,
Minister of Education, Abdul-
salam al Murshidi, Chairman of
Oman Investment Authority, and
Sayyid Turki al Busaidi, Ambas-
sador of Oman to Syria.
oNa

Muscat 7th least expensive 
in world for home buyers 

H M receives syrian
President assad

u NEWS BRIEF

‘All Quiet on the Western
Front’ claims seven BAFTAs

16

New 6.4-magNitude
quake hits southerN
turkey

Hatay,  Turkey - a 6.4-
magnitude earthquake
was recorded on monday
in turkey's southern
province of hatay, the
hardest hit by the February
6 tremor which left more
than 41,000 dead in the
country, the disaster
response agency aFad
said.

the quake hit the town
of defne at 8.04pm (1704
gmt) and was strongly
felt in antakya and adana,
200km to the north.

the walls of badly dam-
aged buildings crumbled
while several injured
people called for help.

l 1,200�families�to�get
housing�assistance

l 23,000�residential�plots�
to�be�distributed�

l 250�usufruct�land�
contracts�to�be�
offered�for�investment�
opportunities
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The United Nations Children's
Fund (Unicef) has congratu-
lated the sultanate on its com-
mitment to introduce a new
national social protection sys-
tem. 

The new comprehensive
system introduces a number of
benefits that will address in-
equality and contribute to the
well-being of children and vul-
nerable members of the popu-
lation over the course of their
lives.    

The draft legislation was re-
cently approved by the Council
of Ministers and will be made
a law via a Royal decree issued
by his Majesty  Sultan
haitham bin Tarik. 

“Unicef commends the
Government of Oman on this
excellent initiative,” said

Sumaira Chowdhury, Unicef
Representative to Oman. 

“Social protection supports
Oman Vision 2040’s aim of a
strong and cohesive society in
which everyone can enjoy a
decent standard of living – es-
pecially children, young people,
women, people with disabili-
ties and other vulnerable
groups.”

As well as providing individ-
uals with access to financial
support and other resources
throughout their lives, espe-

cially in times of need, the new
system aligns with interna-
tional best standards and prac-
tices, ensuring that it meets
global benchmarks for quality
and effectiveness.

Over the past two years,
Unicef has worked closely with
the government’s social pro-
tection project team to con-
tribute to the design of this
new system, in collaboration
with the International labour
Organization. 

Around the world, UNICEF

is a leading global partner on
social protection, working in
more than 140 countries on a
wide range of policies and
programmes – from cash
transfer programmes to social
welfare services – that ad-
dress child poverty in all its di-
mensions.

In Oman, Unicef is working
with the government to en-
hance policies, programmes,
services and systems in the so-
cial sector to improve the well-
being of children. 
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The National Immunisation Cov-
erage Survey of children aged 18
months to five years and moth-
ers of children younger than five
years commenced on Monday in
all governorates. The survey will
run until March 19. 

The survey is being conducted
by the Ministry of health (Moh),
represented by the directorate
General for diseases Surveil-
lance and Control.

The nationwide survey kicked
off from Sayyida Fatima bint Ali
Mosque in Al hail, Muscat, in the
presence of dr Thamra Said al
Ghafri, director General of
health Services of Muscat Gov-
ernorate, Bader Saif al Rawahi,
director of Communicable dis-
eases Control, and a number of
Moh officials.

dr lamia al Balushi, director
of diseases Surveillance and
Control, informed that the survey

aims to measure the morbidity
burden resulting from diseases
and identify the reasons for the

delay in taking or refusing vac-
cines. 

dr lamia stressed that vac-

cines are an important way to
protect people from communi-
cable diseases and preventing
outbreaks associated with dis-
eases included in the vaccines.
Immunisation gives newborns a
chance to grow healthy and re-
duce mortality rates. 

In Muscat governorate, 12
teams will visit 3,702 houses of
children in the target group. 

The survey aims to validate
the results of routine reports and
provide information on the num-
ber of people who have been ad-
equately immunised.

It also aims to guide executive
policies by presenting best prac-
tices, highlighting challenges that
require intervention to improve
the effectiveness of the national
immunisation programme, and
identify the reasons for any delay
in taking vaccines at scheduled
appointments, besides reasons
for reluctance to get vaccinated

The survey targets 5,289
house visits to obtain immunisa-
tion data of at least 16,470 indi-
viduals of the target groups, and
verify if mothers – who have chil-
dren under the age of five years
– were vaccinated during preg-
nancy.

Field survey teams will visit
randomly selected houses in var-

ious wilayats across the country.
Surveyors will first ask if there
are individuals of target groups in
the house. If there are any, verbal
consent will be obtained to con-
duct the survey.

The immunisation data of the
target groups will be obtained di-
rectly from mothers or the child’s
caregiver. Survey teams will use
an electronic or paper question-
naire form prepared in advance
to collect the relevant data.

Survey teams will use immu-
nisation cards (pink for children
and green for mothers) for doc-
umentation. physical presence of
the child is not required during
the survey. Unvaccinated chil-
dren will be referred to the near-
est health institution.

No vaccination, medicine dis-
pensation or sample collection
will be performed during the sur-
vey.

Muscat - The Omani Association
for Children with disability in
Yanqul will be supported by Oxy
Oman to finance equipment, in-
cluding medical devices, wheel-
chair and sitting support, exercise
equipment and electronic de-
vices.

The agreement for the spon-
sorship was signed by h h
Sayyida hujaija bint jaifer al Said,
Chairwoman of Association for
the welfare of handicapped
Children, and Steven lauver,
president and General Manager
of Oxy Oman, recently.

The association in Yanqul is a
charitable organisation that pro-
vides rehabilitation training to
more than 75 children from the
wilayats of Ibri, dhank and Yan-
qul, which are located near Oxy
Oman concession areas. It con-
ducts programmes and activities
to develop children’s behavioural
and cognitive abilities and basic
life skills. 

“Oxy Oman is keen to directly
support the needs of local com-
munities located in our conces-
sion areas. with our support to
the Omani Association for Chil-

dren with disability in Yanqul, we
hope to provide the best care and
resources for children at the as-
sociation and help positively en-
hance the programmes provided
for them,” said lauver.

The sponsorship is in line with
Oxy Oman’s long-term commit-
ment to strengthen its social ties
with the communities located in
its concession areas and the
wider Omani population, and en-
hancing the strategic partner-
ships and continuous
collaboration with key stakehold-
ers.

Unicef welcomes Oman’s commitment
to comprehensive social protection

W
ith the rise of air pollution
and global warming be-
cause of harmful gases
being let into our atmos-

phere from the burning of fuels and oil,
people have been finding new effective
ways to reduce air pollution in order to
protect themselves from harmful long-
term damages to our brain and lungs. And
as we all know, one of the main causes of
air pollution is the gas that gets released
from all of our fuel-powered cars. how-
ever, as technology advances and new in-
ventions come into the market, the topic
of electric cars has been a trend for some
time now. let us discuss about the many
advantages of owning an electric car in our
present time, and how Oman can start
changing to adapt to the future of electric
cars.

Firstly, from its name, we can derive
that it uses electricity instead of fuel for
power. So, we can easily note that by re-
moving the car’s ability to burn fuels and
release gas, the car simply cannot pollute
the air around us. Electric cars also barely
produce any sound from their engines, un-
like fuel-powered vehicles, which cause
people around them to complain about the
sound. This also ensures that the electric
car owner is going to have a peaceful drive
to wherever he’s going, without any engine
sound. 

Electric cars, like Tesla, also have amaz-

ing features on the inside, with bigger dis-
play screens and more, which easily beat
the interior of most of fuel-powered cars
today. Self-driving cars are also on the
horizon and have already started in some
of the new or upcoming electric cars. And
with gas prices rising and gradually be-
coming more expensive, because of oil be-
coming scarcer, it would be smarter to use
electricity instead as it is a renewable re-
source. Electric cars have a big advantage
in saving the earth and preventing pollu-
tion, with a bunch of amazing features that
we could use to enjoy driving the car
peacefully with no sounds from the engine
at all. 

with the world slowly moving away
from fuel-powered cars to electric cars,
countries have also started adapting to

these changes. Oman could also get in-
volved in preventing air pollution and en-
courage people to start moving to electric
cars in a number of ways. Firstly, Oman
should start building charging stations for
electric cars in petrol stations, so that if a
person running out of electricity in the
middle of the road, just like how a fuel-
powered car owner would do, he would
simply look for the nearest petrol station
and find a charging station right there for
him to use. That would make it so much
easier for electric car owners, and it would
also save people with a budget some
money by installing their own charging
station at home. Another thing Oman
should do is start giving electric car own-
ers certain advantages. An example of a
country that is currently doing that is Nor-
way. A few examples of advantages elec-
tric car owners get are toll discounts and
free parking wherever they want. Taxes on
electric cars have also been banned, which
is a really smart way of encouraging peo-
ple to own an electric car. with all these
advantages offered, almost 85 per cent of
cars in Norway are now electric!

In conclusion, electric cars are a big
movement, and we can clearly see that it’s
helping our environment and saving us
from harmful gases that ruin our atmos-
phere. In a few years, I predict that we will
be seeing many more electric cars on our
roads, and fewer fuel-powered cars. 

H i l a l  O n l i n e

Hilal Tariq al Barwani IS A YOUNG COMpUTER ENThUSIAST whO ENjOYS wRITING ANd
SpEAkING ON COMpUTERS ANd TEChNOlOGY 

The views and opinions expressed in this column are solely those of the author and do not 
necessarily represent those of Muscat Daily or apex Press & Publishing. The writer can be reached at hilal@tariq.net

Electric cars: How we can adapt to them

Oxy Oman to support association
for disabled children in Yanqul 

Month-long immunisation survey kicks off 

Muscat - The sultanate, repre-
sented by the Civil Aviation Au-
thority, hosted the third meeting
of the Article 12 Task Force of the
Convention on International Civil
Aviation (Chicago Convention,
1944), on Monday.

As many as 30 experts from
12 countries and three interna-
tional organisations took part in
the meeting.

Experts discussed means and
mechanisms to support and en-
hance implementation of Article

12 of the Chicago Convention by
member states, under which the
State of Registry of an aircraft is
responsible for ensuring the air-
craft complies with the rules re-
lating to flight and manoeuvre in
force wherever it may be. 

Oman hosts international civil aviation meet 

(Supplied photo)

(Supplied photo)

The survey aims to
measure the 
morbidity burden 
resulting from 
diseases and identify
the reasons for the
delay in taking or 
refusing vaccines
dr Lamia aL BaLuShi

Social protection supports Oman Vision
2040’s aim of a strong and cohesive society
in which everyone can enjoy a decent 
standard of living - especially children,
young people, women, people with 
disabilities and other vulnerable groups
Sumaira Chowdhury
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The Conditions:
1- Collection of Tenders:Interested, specialized companies and establishments registered under grade 3 and above

(in C.R) with minimum of 3 years’ experience in the same field. Bidders can collect the tender documents from the

procurement department by sending a copy of the payment slip to procurement@almaha.com.om The tender

may be collected on any working day between 08:00 AM – 03:00 PM.

2- Bank Guarantee: The bidder should enclose a bank guarantee issued by any bank in the Sultanate of Oman for

an amount equivalent to (1%) of the tender value, with a validity of (90) Days from the last date of submission and

addressed to Al Maha Petroleum Products Marketing Company SAOG.

3- Offer Submission: Tender bid should be submitted a sealed envelope and addressed to the Chairman of Tender
Committee, Al Maha Petroleum Products Marketing SAOG marked with tender number and subject. Other marks

or any reference must not be printed outside the envelope. The exterior of the envelope containing the tender

document must not reveal the identity of the bidder.

4- Submission Location: The bid should be deposited in the tender box at Al Maha Petroleum Products Marketing

SAOG head office located in Ghala before 01:00 PM on the submission date. 

5- Any bid received after the specified date or if it does not meet the conditions will not be considered.

6- Each bid shall be signed and stamped with the signature of the authorized person.

7- Al Maha Petroleum Products Marketing Co SAOG reserves the right to accept, reject or cancel the tender without

giving any reasons.

8- Al Maha Petroleum Products Marketing Co SAOG reserves the right to add or cancel some of the works mentioned

in the tender if necessary.

9- Al Maha Petroleum Products Marketing Co SAOG is not bound to accept the lowest bid or any other bid without

giving any reasons.

10- For any enquiry email us at (procurement@almaha.com.om) or by calling 24610289/24610287/24610355

RO18.2mn central health
lab to be built in Seeb

Our Correspondent 
Muscat

The Ministry of Health (MoH)
will lay the foundation stone of
the Central Public Health Labora-
tory costing about RO18.2mn and
spread over 18,155sqm in Seeb,
Muscat, on Tuesday.

Medical laboratories consti-
tute a basic pillar of healthcare
systems, epidemiological investi-
gation and disease monitoring.

In June 2020, His Majesty Sul-
tan Haitham bin Tarik ordered
the establishment of a new cen-
tral laboratory for public health
that keeps pace with technical

developments and the latest
technical systems in order to
cover requirements in all circum-
stances.

A statement issued by MoH
said, ‘The main building of the
central laboratory will have sev-
eral departments, including
chemical, biochemistry and bac-
teriological laboratories.

‘The main building will also in-
clude a department for quality
and risk management, public
health affairs, and a virology lab-
oratory (Regional Polio Reference
Laboratory, Regional Measles
and Rubella Laboratory, National
Influenza Laboratory and Re-
gional SARS-Covid Virus Labora-
tory among others). Its facilities

will include a pulmonary tubercu-
losis reference laboratory, epi-
demiology and surveillance
laboratory, besides administra-
tive and financial departments.’

The ministry seeks to establish
a modern, integrated building for
the laboratory with the latest
technologies and equipment re-
quired for lab tests in speciality
facilities. 

‘This central laboratory will be
the first one of its kind in the re-
gion, which confirms the leader-
ship of the Sultanate of Oman in
several sectors and success in
many health initiatives and pro-
grammes,’ the MoH stated.

MAFWR to tackle palm bugs
in 66 villages in Dhahirah 

OCCI launches commercial
franchise programme

Our Correspondent 
Muscat 

The Ministry of Agriculture, Fish-
eries and Water Resources
(MAFWR) started a campaign to
combat the spread of red palm
weevil in 66 villages in Dhahirah
on Sunday. 

A statement issued by
MAFWR said, ‘Forty-five teams
started the extensive field cam-
paign to combat the red palm
weevil from the wilayat of Yanqul
in Dhahirah on Sunday.’

The campaign, which will con-
tinue till March 2, aims to ensure
the safety of palm trees and take
precautionary measures to pre-
vent the spread of insects to un-
infected palm trees in 66 villages.

The ministry also revealed the
results of an integrated manage-
ment programme carried out in
the first half of 2022 to curb red

palm weevil infestation.
The results showed an in-

crease of 16.4 per cent in the
number of infected palm trees
across Oman from 19,278 to
22,444 last year.

Efforts of field teams and the
ministry specialists led to the
treatment of 18,213 palm trees, or
81.2 per cent of the total infected
in H1 2022. ‘This is 14.3 per cent

more than H1 2021, when 15,937
palm trees were treated.’

In 2022, 4,231 infected palm
trees were felled, or 18.9 per cent
of the total infected, compared to
3,341 felled in 2021, representing
17.3 per cent of the total infected.

Field teams trapped 50,312
red palm weevils using 3,867
trapping devices in 2022, com-
pared to 42,915 in 2021.

Our Correspondent 
Muscat

Juan Carlos, Secretary-General
of International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAO), who is vis-
iting Oman to take part in the
second edition of the Civil Avia-
tion Legal Advisers Forum
(CALAF/2), visited Oman Air-
ports company and Muscat In-
ternational Airport on Monday.

During the visit, he met
Sheikh Ayman Ahmed al Hosni,
CEO of Oman Airports.

The two sides reviewed
prospects of joint cooperation in
a bid to serve joint objectives
and boost travel and aviation
movement among countries of
the world.

Oman Airports gave a pres-
entation on its airports and plans
of increasing operational capac-
ity.

Carlos viewed preparations
and facilities offered by Muscat

airport to aviation companies
and passengers.

CALAF/2 will start on Tues-
day and see the participation of
63 countries and three interna-
tional organisations.

iCao Secretary-General visits muscat airport

Our Correspondent 
Muscat

Oman Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (OCCI), in coopera-
tion with the Ministry of Com-
merce, Industry and Investment
Promotion, launched a commer-
cial franchise programme on
Monday that will start from Mus-
cat and later be implemented in
other governorates. 

The launch ceremony was at-
tended by H E Qais bin Mo-
hammed bin Moosa al Yousef,
Minister of Commerce, Industry
and Investment Promotion, in the
presence of Faisal bin Abdullah al
Rawas, Chairman of OCCI. 

The programme, to continue
till February 23, aims to educate
business owners and qualify and
develop Omani companies to
take advantage of the opportuni-
ties in commercial franchising.
This will be done by organising

seminars and workshops for
commercial franchising in the
chamber’s branches in the gover-
norates.

On the occasion, Hamoud bin
Salim al Saadi, Chairman of
OCCI’s branch in South Batinah,
said, “The chamber seeks,
through the programme, to sup-
port Omani companies become
franchisees or enable them to
reach franchisees. The pro-
gramme also aims to establish
companies specialised in com-
mercial franchising and 
organise the work mechanism
between the parties according 
to the best experiences in the
field.”

WEATHER WATCH
max      min

muscat 24 18

Abu dhabi 26 15

doha 27 13

Kuwait city 18 10

manama 22 14

riyadh 27 11

Fajr 5.21am

Sunrise 6.37am

duhr 12.26pm

Asr 3.43pm

maghrib 6.10pm

Isha 7.20pm

PRAYER TIMINGS

Send your 
commentS to

muscatdaily@
apexmedia.co.om

The ministry seeks to establish a
modern, integrated building for the
laboratory with the latest technolo-
gies and equipment required for lab
tests in speciality facilities

(oNa)

(oNa)

The chamber seeks
to support Omani
companies become
franchisees or 
enable them to
reach franchisees
Hamoud al Saadi
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MARKET WATCH
MSX30 4,664.16

Sensex 60,691.54

FOREX RATES

(RO1 equals)

Indian 215.17

Pakistan 680.58

Bangladesh 276.26

Philippines 142.98

Sri Lanka 941.48

*Rates as on February 20
Source: xe.com

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman’s daily average production
of crude oil continued to remain
above 1mn barrels per day (bpd)
in January, up by nearly four per
cent in comparison to daily aver-
age output recorded in the same
period of last year.

Daily average oil output dur-
ing January 2023 increased to
1.065mn bpd compared with
1.028mn bpd in the same period
of 2022, the data released by
National Centre for Statistics and
Information (NCSI) showed on
Monday.

The sultanate’s total oil pro-
duction in January 2023 grew by
3.6 per cent to 33.023mn barrels
compared to 31.869mn barrels in
the same period of last year.

Of the total production, crude
output rose by 3.5 per cent year-
on-year to 25.978mn barrels
during January, while conden-
sates output increased 4.1 per
cent to 7.045mn barrels during
the first month of 2023.

The sultanate’s total oil pro-
duction for the full year 2022 had
increased by nearly 10 per cent
to 388.4mn barrels compared to
354.5mn barrels recorded in
2021.

Exports decline 6.9%
Oman’s oil exports declined by
6.9 per cent in January this year
to 26.046mn barrels compared
with 27.978mn barrels recorded
in the corresponding period of
2022.

In contrast, total oil exports

for the full year 2022 had in-
creased by 10.6 per cent to
319.5mn barrels in comparison
with 288.9mn barrels in 2021,
the NCSI data showed.

Exports to China, the biggest
buyer of Oman’s crude, ac-
counted for 83 per cent of the
sultanate’s total oil exports in
January 2023. However, total ex-
ports to China decreased by 13.7
per cent to 21.639mn barrels
during January this year com-
pared to 25.061mn barrels in the
same month of 2022.On the
other hand, exports to India also
dropped by 29 per cent to
1.714mn barrels in the first month
of 2023 from 2.416mn barrels in
the same period of 2022.

Oman crude price
remains elevated
The average price at which
Oman sold its crude during Jan-
uary 2023 rose by 7.3 per cent to
US$86.2 per barrel against
US$80.3 per barrel recorded in
the same period of 2022.

However, January price re-
mained lower than December
2022 price when Oman crude
averaged at US$90.8 per bar-

rel, the NCSI data showed.
Oman crude price (for April

delivery) on Monday gained
0.5 per cent to close at
US$82.64 per barrel at the
Dubai Mercantile Exchange
(DME).

Global oil prices have soft-
ened in recent weeks from their
above US$100 per barrel levels
recorded during last year. The
average price at which Oman

sold its crude during 2022
surged to US$95.4 per barrel
from US$64.3 per barrel
recorded in the previous year.

As a result of high oil rev-
enues, Oman posted a budget
surplus of RO1.146bn for the
full year 2022 against an esti-
mated deficit of RO1.550bn in
the beginning of last year year.
Oman crude prices closed the
year 2022 with a second
straight annual gain.

As a precaution against oil
price volatility, Oman’s 2023
state budget is based on an av-
erage oil price estimate of
US$55 per barrel and average
oil production of 1.175mn bar-
rels per day.

IMF, Ukraine
reach deal paving
way to full-
fledged loan
The IMF said  it has reached

a staff-level agreement with

Ukrainian authorities that

opens doors to a full-fledged

loan, which would also

support the country's bid to

join the European Union.

Ukraine was seen to have

"strong" performance under

a four-month program with

the International Monetary

Fund, meeting its targets and

benchmarks, said Gavin

Gray, who led the IMF

mission.

The government

submitted a package of draft

tax laws to Parliament aimed

at lifting revenues, and is

taking steps to address

arrears, among other efforts.

"A fully-fledged IMF

program would be

supportive of the Ukrainian

government's efforts toward

EU accession," Gray said in a

statement.

He added that authorities

are "making progress in

reforms to strengthen

governance, anti-corruption

and rule of law, and lay the

foundations for post-war

growth."

Oman’s oil output rises 4% in
January, but exports decline

Average price at which Oman sold
its crude during January 2023 rose
by 7.3 per cent to $86.2 per barrel
against $80.3 per barrel recorded in
the same period of 2022

Paris, France – World oil demand
is set to hit a record in 2023 as
top consumer China emerges
from Covid restrictions and air
travel recovers from the pan-
demic, the International Energy
Agency said.

Demand is expected to reach
101.9mn barrels per day on aver-
age in 2023, an increase of two
million barrels per day from last
year, the IEA said in its monthly
oil market report.

It would be up 1.4mn barrels a
day from the pre-pandemic level
in 2019 as consumption of fossil
fuels behind global warming has
yet to peak.

Independent energy research
firm Rystad puts the turning
point at no earlier than 2025.

The Asia-Pacific region ac-
counts for most of the increase in
demand, with China alone ac-
counting for nearly half of the ex-
pected 2023 growth after it lifted
its zero-Covid policy in Decem-
ber.

China's reopening is also ex-
pected to boost air travel, which
has yet to recover to pre-pan-
demic levels, driving demand for
jet fuel up by 1.1mn barrels per
day.

Demand for oil products is ex-
pected to drop given weak man-
ufacturing activity and demand
for petrol will decline further as
vehicle efficiency improves and
electric vehicles gain market
share.

On the supply side, produc-
tion remained stable at around
100.8mn barrels per day in Jan-
uary, according to the IEA.
AFP

Oil demand to
hit record in
2023 as China
reopens: IEA

Muscat – Abraj Energy Services,
a subsidiary of Oman's global in-
tegrated energy group OQ, on
Monday organised an informa-
tive session on its initial public
offering (IPO) in collaboration
with Oman Chamber for Com-
merce and Industry’s (OCCI’s)
branch in South Sharqiyah Gov-
ernorate.

This move comes as part of
the efforts exerted by the com-
pany to educate investors about
how to invest in its IPO which
runs from February 20 till March
1, 2023.

In a press release, Anwar al
Sinani, board member of OCCI
and chairman of OCCI’s South
Sharqiyah branch, said, "The
Abraj IPO is extremely vital as it
is a means of investment for cit-
izens and residents in profitable
investment schemes. The sub-
scription of Abraj, which is affili-
ated to Oman Investment
Authority (OIA), is the first of its
kind in the oil and gas sector in
Oman. It falls under the direc-

tives of the government to at-
tract national and foreign invest-
ments and reuse its resources in
other areas of investment. This
company is highly trusted be-
cause of its affiliation to the
OIA.”

Sinani pointed out that the
IPO prospectus shows the po-
tential of Abraj Energy Services,
its capabilities, the profits it
achieved during the past few
years and the plans for profit dis-
tribution.

During the session, Eng Saif al
Hamhamy, CEO of Abraj Energy
Services, presented his views on
the IPO subscription in which he
explained that this IPO is being
floated after the company ob-
tained the required regulatory
approvals from the Capital Mar-
ket Authority (CMA).

He said, "Abraj’s shares are
offered for subscription in two
parallel categories. The first cat-
egory is allocated for major
Omani and non-Omani in-
vestors including individuals and

legal entities. It will account for
a maximum of 85 per cent of the
total public offering. The sub-
scription price in the first cate-
gory is set within the range of
242bz to 249bz per share.”

"The second category of
shares will be offered for small
investors and will account for no
less than 15 per cent of the total
public offering. It is allocated for
individual investors in the sul-
tanate. The shares of this second
category will be offered at a
maximum discounted price of
224bz per share, calculated at a
maximum price of 249bz with a
discount of 10 per cent," he
added.

The IPO subscription period
for the first category will be
ended on March 2, whereas sub-
scription period for second cat-
egory will be ended on March 1.
The selling shareholders will
maintain their right to adjust the
size of the IPO at any time be-
fore the end of the subscription
period.

Abraj Energy Services 
organises IPO roadshow 
in South Sharqiyah
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San Francisco, US – Meta plat-
form users will soon be able to
follow in Twitter denizens' foot-
steps in affixing a blue badge to
their profiles as a token of au-
thenticity and boosting their
posts – all for a fee.

Meta boss Mark Zuckerberg
announced the subscription
service for platforms Facebook
and Instagram on Sunday, after
almost 20 years of defending an
economic model based on free
services and advertising.

Two-speed system
Subscribers to Meta Verified will
be able to verify their account on
Facebook and Instagram by pro-
viding an official ID and getting a
blue badge, indicating they are
who they say they are.

Their account will also be bet-
ter protected against identity
theft thanks to pro-active moni-
toring.

If problems arise, these sub-
scribers will be able to contact
customer service teams directly.

And their posts, photos and
videos will have a higher profile
than those of non-subscribers by
appearing atop search results,
commentaries and recommen-
dations.

Meta is also promising new
creative functionalities.

Meta Verified will be rolled
out in Australia and New
Zealand this week before coming

to markets in the United States
and other countries.

The new service will cost
US$11.99 a month for users who
sign up via the Internet and
US$14.99 for those using mobile
apps. The higher price is to off-
set commissions taken by Apple
on the iPhone or Google on
smartphones operated by its
Android system.

Priority for
influencers
The subscription will be volun-
tary. And only users who are
over the age of 18 will be allowed
to subscribe. The service is not
yet available to businesses but
Meta does not rule this out in
the future. The new service

mainly targets content creators.
Meta told AFP it conceived of

the subscription idea because of
requests from creators who are
on the rise in their business un-
dertakings.

Meta is acting as traditional
social networks are seeing their
numbers of users and their rev-
enue both decline.

In 2022, Meta saw its ad rev-
enue decline for the first time
since the California-based group
went public in 2012.

Inflation is eating away at on-
line advertisers budgets, and
users' attention is divided
among many apps. The latter
can not harvest as much per-
sonal data as they could before
the intervention of regulatory

authorities - mainly in Europe -
and Apple to better protect peo-
ple's online privacy.

So the battle among plat-
forms "is becoming a bit of a
battle for attracting and retain-
ing the creators, because, at the
end of the day, it's the creators
who have the content that keeps
the eyeballs," said  Carolina Mi-
lanesi, an analyst at Creative
Strategies. But that is not
enough.

Snapchat, Reddit and Discord
are all proposing that users
cough up a few dollars a month
for supplementary tools.

Twitter, bought by Elon Musk
last year, made a chaotic launch
of an account verification feature
that costs US$7 a month on the
Internet and US$11 a month on
an iPhone.

Twitter Blue's coveted check
mark lets users promote their
posts better, see much less ad-
vertising and have more writing
freedom, with longer tweets.

Milanesi said she thinks Meta
wants to diversify its revenue
sources.

After Twitter launched its
subscription service, other social
media groups thought "well, we
might as well try," she told AFP.

"Justifying that from a creator
perspective I think is more of a
marketing pitch than of true
value to creators," she added.
AFP

Facebook parent Meta to
launch paid subscription

This file illustration photo shows a smartphone and a computer screen

displaying the logos of Facebook and its parent company Meta (AFP)

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia – The en-
ergy minister of de facto leader
of the Organization of Petro-
leum Exporting Countries
(OPEC), Saudi Arabia, de-
fended the group’s oil pact de-
cision on Monday.

International reports dis-
closed that Saudi Arabia’s En-
ergy Minister Abdulaziz bin
Salman said that decisions by
the Organization of Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OPEC)
are not 'politicised' and can be
altered in line with market fun-
damentals.

Speaking at the Saudi
Media Forum in the capital city
of Riyadh, Salman added that
the group is 'sufficiently flexi-
ble to adjust policy as needed.'

The group has been cutting
its oil output by 2mn barrels
per day (bpd) since October.

In its oil market report pub-
lished last week, the group
predicted that oil demand
would increase by 2.32mn bpd
in 2023 to reach 101.87mn
bpd.

The group was widely criti-
cised for reducing the output
by 2mn bpd while most west-
ern countries had been urging
the group to add more barrels
in the face of supply disrup-
tions caused by the Russia-

Ukraine war and sanctions on
Russian oil and gas exports.

Saudi Arabia, however, de-
nied accusations that political
motives were behind the deci-
sion.

'Saudi Arabia does not
politicise oil. We don’t see oil
as a weapon. We see oil as our
commodity. Our objective is to
bring stability to the oil mar-

ket,' Saudi Minister of State for
Foreign Affairs Adel al Jubeir
told news channel CNN on
October 13.

Jubeir reiterated that the
decision was purely economic
'to maintain stability in the oil
markets,' adding that they
were not siding with Russia on
this issue.
Anadolu Agency

Abdulaziz bin Salman

OPEC has been cutting its oil 
output by 2mn bpd since October
2022. The group predicts that
world oil demand would increase
by 2.32mn bpd in 2023 to reach
101.87mn bpd

‘OPEC decisions are
flexible, in line with
market realities’
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Oman Environmental Services
Holding Company 'Be'ah' has
proudly announced its support
for the upcoming Oman Sustain-
ability Week 2023 as a strategic
sponsor. 

This event, hosted by the
Ministry of Energy and Minerals
at the Oman Convention and Ex-
hibition Center (OCEC), will take
place from March 12-16 and will
showcase the nation's commit-
ment to sustainability and the
environment, a press release
said.

Oman Sustainability Week
serves as a shining example of
the Sultanate's focus on sustain-
able development goals and its
efforts to promote a harmonious
balance between economic, so-
cial, and environmental progress.
The event aligns with the United
Nations' Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals and offers a platform
to showcase innovative initia-
tives and programmes aimed at
promoting sustainability. 

Be'ah's support of this impor-

tant event underscores the com-
pany's commitment to support-
ing the sultanate's goals for
sustainability and advancing the
nation's overall development.

It is expected that the week
will witness wide participation
from local and international enti-
ties and experts and those inter-
ested in sustainability issues.

Co-located at the event, the
International Sustainability, Re-
sources, and Technology Confer-
ence (ISRTC) is organised by
Be'ah and programmed by Econ-
omist Impact. 

The conference, which will
take place on March 13 and 14, is
a crucial platform for experts and
those interested in sustainability
to exchange know-ledge, dis-
cuss, and present the best prac-
tices/developments to increase
awareness of the concept and
goals of sustainability.

The conference will feature
the participation of over 50 local
and international speakers and
450 representatives from vari-

ous public and private organisa-
tions. It will also include a num-
ber of interactive panel
discussions and hands-on work-
shops covering a broad spectrum
of topics centered on sustainabil-
ity, including advancements to-
wards a greener future, digital
advancements in green finance,
implementing a circular econ-
omy, and effectively managing
sustainable resources.

Eng Tariq Ali al Amri, CEO at
Be’ah, said, “In line with the
national agenda to achieve inclu-
sive and sustainable develop-
ment, Be’ah has embraced inno-
vation and industry best prac-
tices to pioneer sustainable
waste management procedures.
It has remained at the forefront
of spearheading programmes
that focus on the efficient utilisa-
tion of resources, encourage the
habit of recycling, and continu-
ously drive investments in local
infrastructure to keep pace with
the country’s evolving demand
for waste management.

be'ah participates  in Sustainability Week 

OSN+, the region’s leading
streaming service for premium
entertainment, has collaborated
with show-stopping Arab
celebrities, starting with Saudi
Arabian actress Aseel Omran. 

The new campaign, ‘No
More FOMO’, directed by ac-
claimed Egyptian director Omar
El Zohairy, features an original
song humorously depicting the
dreaded FOMO effect when
you miss out on the latest con-
tent and are out of the loop, a
press release said. 

The song has been picked up
by leading content creators on
TikTok and is already gaining
momentum as an original sam-
ple. This drop is the first in an
exclusive promotional series
with other celebrities being fea-
tured, soon to be unveiled. 

The launch video shows that
even celebrities are not immune

from the uncomfortable experi-
ence of feeling left out because
they missed the latest show or
movie that all of their friends
are talking about. The digital
first campaign aims to disrupt
the traditional media execu-
tions that are hard to break
through with younger genera-

tions. Each unique piece will
tackle a different scenario de-
picting those awkward mo-
ments when you’re ‘out of the
loop’ with the trending series.
With OSN+, fans get an instant
fix at the same time as the US,
so you will never have to miss
another moment.

OSN+ launches ‘No More FOMO’

Samsung Gulf Electronics has
announced the availability of the
new Galaxy S23 Series compris-
ing the Galaxy S23 Ultra, Galaxy
S23+, and Galaxy S23, for pur-
chase for customers across the
UAE, Qatar, Kuwait, Bahrain and
Oman. 

Starting February 17, the new
Galaxy S23 Series will be avail-
able across leading carriers, in-
store and online retailers as well
as on Samsung.com, a press re-
lease said.

The series comes equipped
with new industry-leading inno-
vations, such as the ultimate
200MP camera that captures
epic moments with incredible
precision, and a powerful proces-
sor that unleashes a premium
gaming experience. Additionally,
the new devices feature a strik-
ing design that advances Sam-
sung's sustainability commit-
ment with more components
made using recycled materials
than other Samsung phones. 

Doohee Lee, president, Sam-
sung Gulf Electronics, said, "For
13 years, the Galaxy S series has
redefined the smartphone expe-
rience through its innovative
technology, top-of-the-line per-
formance, and commitment to
the environment. With Galaxy
S23 Series, we are continuing our
legacy of innovation and exceed-
ing expectations with industry-
leading hardware and software
updates, including an epic cam-

era and a powerful processor.”
Abu Shamat, head of MX Di-

vision, Samsung Gulf Electronics,
added, "We are extremely ex-
cited to launch the Galaxy S23
series in the region, our most ad-
vanced Galaxy yet. We are al-
ready seeing a great response to
the new devices so far and from
a global standpoint, forecast an
aggressive double-digit growth
for the new devices throughout
the year. We expect more than
half of sales (units) to come from
Galaxy S23 Ultra. With Galaxy
S23 Ultra’s powerful perform-
ance, unrivaled camera features,
and eco-conscious design, we
hope to invite all mobile users to
the next-level Galaxy experi-
ence.”

Yacine Zerkdi, head of An-
droid - Middle East, said,
“Through this partnership, peo-
ple will soon be able to co-watch
videos and co-edit content
seamlessly on Google Meet.”

Samsung announces
regional availability
of Galaxy S23 series

Team LTHE (Larsen & Toubro
Hydrocarbon Engg) recorded a
heroic victory in the final against
Al Nadaha to clinch the presti-
gious Jindal Panthers Corporate
Cricket Tournament trophy.

Over 20 corporate teams, in-
cluding two teams - Jindal Pan-
ther A and Jindal Panther - from
organisers Jindal Shadeed Iron &
Steel, vied for the champion’s
title at the high-octane Tourna-
ment, which saw LTHE and Al
Nadaha make it to the final round
with scores of 34 and 50 respec-
tively in the semi-final, a press
release said. 

In its third edition, the popular
Jindal Panthers Corporate
Cricket Tournament 2023, held
over the weekend at the Sohar
grounds in Sallan, featured
league matches, Super Seven

knockout matches, and semi-fi-
nals, followed by an electrifying

final match that had the audi-
ence rooting for a high-scoring

spectacular finish. 
A large digital screen was in

place to broadcast live matches
and scorecards, alongside mes-
sages from Jindal Shadeed Iron &
Steel CEO, Harssha Shetty. The
matches were also transmitted
live on YouTube for cricket en-
thusiasts who could not make it
to the venue. 

Shetty said, “We are proud to
say that our passion has been
contagious enough to gather 21
teams from various companies in
Al Batinah.” He also underscored
the Company’s inclusivity policy,
which was the spur behind the
exclusive women’s cricket
match, held on the sidelines of
the tournament. He said,
“Women’s cricket is not just a
niche interest, it is a growing
sport,with lots of fans and great
athletes. And we hope for more
participation in the future.”  

Team LTHE wins Jindal cricket tournament

Around 50 amateur golfers of
ASEAN member countries living
in Muscat, besides Omani
golfers, participated in the
ASEAN Friendship Golf Tourna-
ment 2023 at the Ghala Golf
Course.

The Oman team won the first
prize in the Team Competition
while the teams from Philippines
and Singapore were Runners-up
and Second Runners-up respec-
tively. A Singaporean golfer
bagged the Champion of the In-
dividual Category followed by
golfers from Oman and Philip-
pines golfers as runners up, a
press release said.

H E Azzan bin Qassim al Bu-
saidi, Undersecretary of the Min-
istry of Tourism and Heritage of
Oman, who was the chief guest,
presented the Champion Trophy
of the Team Competition to the
captain of Oman Team – H H

Sayyid Azzan Qais al Said.
The ASEAN Committee in

Muscat (ACM) organised this
tournament to encourage peo-

ple-to-people contact between
ASEAN countries and Oman to
strengthen relations. ACM is the
ASEAN member countries' Head

of Missions in Oman consisting
of Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia,
the Philippines, Thailand, and
Singapore.

Oman team tops ASEAN golf tournament 

TAISM Eagles played against
ASB (American School of Bom-
bay) Eagles in the finals of the
South Asian Inter-Scholastic As-
sociation (SAISA) Regional Girls
Soccer Tournament and bagged
the coveted trophy last week.

The tournament, hosted by
The American International
School Muscat (TAISM) at its
campus in Ghala between Febru-
ary  9-11, saw the participation of
visiting teams from Nepal, India,
Jordan, Bangladesh, Pakistan,
and Sri Lanka, a press release
said.

While it’s fun to compete and

aim to bring home a trophy, the
SAISA organising committee has
a higher-level mission in mind for

all participating student athletes
- As educators committed to the
ideal of realising the full potential

of each student, we believe the
fundamental aim of SAISA is to
promote the values of collabora-
tion, creativity, sportsmanship,
and fair and ethical competition.

“While acknowledging the
notion of ‘winning’ in sporting
events and other competitions, a
recognition more important is
that students come together to
participate in various activities in
the true spirit of cooperation and
competition, and develop physi-
cally, emotionally, creatively, and
intellectually through the sport-
ing, academic and artistic expe-
riences themselves,” the

committee stated.
“Our team handled adversity

and even some injuries this sea-
son, but we persevered through
and played our best,” said Sofiya
Zobairi, a 10th grade student at
TAISM and member of the
TAISM Eagles Girls Soccer team.
“We’re so happy to see our work
paid off.”

Dr Kevin Schuttinger, High
School principal at TAISM, said, 

“We’re very proud of our girls
soccer team, and of all the posi-
tive sporting behaviour we wit-
nessed from the students at the
tournament.”

Eagles win SAISA Regional Girls Soccer tourney
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National Finance, Oman's lead-
ing finance company continues
its partnership with Sharakah to
support six local micro and small
enterprises through its SME
Growth Programme. 

The initiative will enable se-
lected SMEs to identify areas of

improvement in their operations
and assist them in implementing
effective strategies to enhance
their business profitability, a
press release said.

"At National Finance, we are
committed to supporting the
growth and development of

SMEs in Oman. Our collabora-
tion with Sharakah in this venture
demonstrates our commitment
to empowering entrepreneurs
and helping them establish suc-
cessful businesses. We are con-
fident that such partnerships
create a positive impact on the

participating entrepreneurs and
contribute to the development of
the SME sector in general," said
Lina al Abdulsalaam, head of
Marketing and Corporate Com-
munication. 

Sharakah, the implementer of
the initiative, received a strong

response to the programme,
with 225 registration forms sub-
mitted within just one month of
opening the application process.
After a rigorous selection pro-
cess, 20 projects were short-
listed and interviewed, with six
ultimately chosen to participate. 

Sharakah will conduct a com-
prehensive review of the proj-
ects, covering seven critical areas
of the business. Based on the
findings, a detailed plan will be
developed to address the identi-
fied gaps and make the neces-
sary improvements in each.

National Finance, Sharakah support six SMEs

The Zubair Corporation (TZC)
hosted its 'Townhall 2023' event
at the Shangri-La Barr Al Jissah
Resort & Spa on February 15,
bringing together over 300 em-
ployees and guests from the
eight business sectors of the
Group, including the chairman
Rashad Mohammad al Zubair,
and Group CEO Niels Bormans.

The Townhall event was an
opportunity for employees to
learn more about the corpora-
tion’s current initiatives and fu-
ture plans. Sector heads used the
occasion to share their teams'

progress in 2022, and showcase
each sectors plan towards future
success, a press release said. 

Niels Bormans shared his
thoughts on the company’s goals
for 2023 in a comprehensive
presentation at the event, com-
menting, “At The Zubair Corpo-
ration, we are committed to
leading the way in innovative and
sustainable business practices
while also building a purpose-dri-
ven workplace that fosters team-
work and camaraderie. 

“We believe that by focusing
on the four pillars of investment

and portfolio management,
human capital management, op-
erational excellence, and cus-
tomer satisfaction, we will
continue to drive growth and
success for our employees,
stakeholders, and the communi-
ties in which we operate.”

The chairman and CEO pre-
sented staff awards under the
slogan 'Let’s Go for Gold' as the
highlight of the event. These
awards recognised the excep-
tional performance of staff mem-
bers from the corporation and its
group companies who had

demonstrated excellence in their
respective fields and contributed
to the growth and success of the
corporation.

“These awards are a testa-
ment to their hard work, dedica-
tion, and exceptional
performance in their respective
fields. It’s truly inspiring to see
our colleagues strive for excel-
lence and achieve great success.
Their contributions are a vital
part of the continued success of
The Zubair Corporation, and I
look forward to seeing even
more great things from them.”

TZC hosts inaugural Townhall 2023

Ooredoo is now offering office
equipment bundles at competi-
tive prices, to give Small and
Medium-Sized Enterprises
(SMEs) and Small Office-Home
Offices (SOHOs) all the essen-
tials they need to digitalise fur-
ther and thrive.

The offer includes the
bundling of a full spectrum of in-
novative telecommunications
services, Information and Com-
munications Technology soft-
ware solutions, as well as
hardware products, such as lap-
tops, smart phones and screens,
a press release said.  

Whether an SME is looking to
grow further with ultrafast con-
nections and fixed and mobile
lines or a young start-up wants

to supply its office with essential
equipment, Ooredoo’s limited-
time offer meets the require-
ments of businesses across all
sectors in Oman. 

Saoud al Riyami, director of
Business Sales at Ooredoo, said,
“Digitisation brings many bene-

fits to businesses as it reduces
their transaction costs, boosts
market integration and innova-
tion, and facilitates their access
to resources. Hence, for these
entities to thrive, leveraging a
cost-effective one-stop solution
to efficiently supply their offices
means more time and money
can be spent on their customers
and business optimisation.” 

Contributing to Oman’s digital
transformation, Ooredoo has
everything its corporate cus-
tomers need to take their busi-
nesses to the next level. The
company’s extensive portfolio in-
cludes several highly innovative,
cutting-edge dynamic and flexi-
ble business products, services
and solutions.

Distilling this propitious moment
in time and breathing new life
into its iconic legacy, the new Es-
cape chapter of the  Odyssey
Collection  by Amouage adds
four new Eaux De Parfum to its
compendium of iconic scents. 

Each creation laces Royal
Frankincense with a broad
palette of rare ingredients in a
deft display of tradition-steeped
modernity. By exploring intro-
spective themes, Lineage,
Search, Guidance
and Purpose speak of escapism,
the strive to grow, the search for
a new path and the finding of a
new life – transformation at last,
a press release said.

Renaud Salmon, who has
been at the helm of Amouage’s
creative direction since 2019,
said,, “When exploring Oman,
you can often feel like touching
treasures in a very pure way. A
lot of my ideas come from trav-
elling alone, from going some-
where. The third chapter of The
Odyssey Collection emulates
this escapism and Oman's
memorable redolence. This col-
lection is a singular, introspec-
tive olfactory voyage that should
stir successive feelings of curios-
ity with Lineage, courage with

Search, inner triumph with Guid-
ance and a sense of awakening
with Purpose. By focusing this
collection on the barren Omani
island of Masirah, I wanted to
pay tribute to Amouage’s roots
in a contemporary language,
staying true to the House’s
ethos, or 'wave', to bring cultures
and generations together.”

Lineage is a song of salty in-
cense, of mineral warmth and
summer meditations, this is a
scent of travelling far from home
to get closer to yourself. While

Search is a tale of trying and
reaching, of life overcoming
shade, it captures the virile en-
ergy of resilient minds unafraid
to fight their inner darkness to
become their ideal self. Guid-
ance is an addictive and modern
take on the Amouage triad of
Rose, Frankincense and Amber-
gris. And Purpose is a vertical
totem of mineral woods and
stellar sparks of spice, it is the
scent of feeling at peace, of find-
ing your roots, of feeling com-
plete.

Amouage reveals 3rd chapter
of new Odyssey Collection

Vodafone in Oman has signed an
agreement to join forces with the
Oman Food Bank (OFB), as it
continues its mission to posi-
tively contribute to the lives of
people in the sultanate.

The deal will see Vodafone
back the OFB’s goals to provide
food supplies to low-income
families across Oman, support
Oman's food security efforts and
raise awareness on importance
of food preservation. Vodafone’s
contributions will impact low 
income families across the sul-
tanate, continuing to build the
company’s growing reputation
as a socially responsible organi-
sation in line with Oman’s 
national agenda, a press release
said.

The OFB, a non-profit entity,
specialises in distributing food to
beneficiaries across the sul-

tanate, and supporting partner-
ship and awareness throughout
society, led by the concept of so-

cial solidarity. The national initia-
tive supports Oman's 2040 vi-
sion of a circular and green
economy as one of the country’s
most important pillars of food
security.

Eng Bader al Zidi, Vodafone
Oman CEO, said, “We are proud
to have completed this agree-
ment with the Oman Food Bank,
which for many years has been
tireless in its work to support the
less fortunate across the sul-
tanate. This partnership will
allow Vodafone to enhance
OFB’s commendable work.”

Eng Ibrahim al Hosni, chair-
man of Oman Food Bank, noted,
“Vodafone has impacted many
lives since entering the Omani
market in early 2022.”

Vodafone Oman joins hands with OFB Ooredoo offers office bundles

Saoud al Riyami

More than 30 participants
from 14 ASNs, ACNs, Mobil-
ity Clubs and FIA staff, gath-
ered in Muscat for the
second edition of the FIA En-
vironmental Seminar 'To-
gether for a better future' last
week.

Organised by the FIA and
hosted by the Oman Auto-
mobile Association (OAA),
the seminar provided a
unique opportunity for the
FIA and its Sport and Mobil-
ity members to share knowl-
edge and experiences about
the environmental chal-
lenges in the Middle East and
North African countries, a
press release said.

Presentations and discus-
sions focused on the FIA En-
vironmental strategy and the
tools available to support
clubs in organising more sus-
tainable motor sport events.

FIA Club representatives
took part in an informative
session aimed at under-
standing the scientific bases
behind climate change and
empowering them to be-
come proactive contributors
to climate action. 

Then, they worked on
proposing solutions for low-
carbon Motor Sport and Mo-
bility.

Environmental
seminar of FIA
concludes
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GeMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21
However you feel is how you feel, so don't try to hide it. If other people

are uncomfortable with your anger, happiness, or whatever emotion

you're exhibiting, that's just too bad for them. You aren't a robot, so

why should you act like one? Beware of people who think that hiding

how you really feel is some sort of superior way to be. Not

acknowledging your feelings can become a very unhealthy habit, one

that can keep you from having honest connections with others.

taURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20
Someone in your social circle or your team at work thinks that they

deserve something you have, but they're failing to remember how

much work and effort you put into earning it. If all their grumbling and

whining is starting to get on your nerves, today might be the day to

take them to task. Their jealousy is something you have to take

seriously. Unless you address it head-on, it will only grow and

become a bigger obstacle between you.

TEST YOUR 
KNoWLedGe

answers:1. C  2. A  3. A

CaNCeR JUNE 22-JULY 22
You're always smart enough to be careful in business deals, but how

careful have you been in romantic negotiations? Past pain could have

been caused by careless generosity, so if you want to prevent yourself

from getting hurt again in the future, go more slowly. A new person is an

exciting prospect, but what's your hurry? They are interested and they

aren't going anywhere unless you tell them to. Don't give them only

green lights when yellow would be much more appropriate for now.

Leo JULY 23-AUGUST 22
Ironically, a big ego has usually been inflated to that supersized volume

because someone is hiding an insecurity or two. When you encounter a

self-centered braggart today, keep that in mind. With all their bluster,

they might be able to intimidate other people, but they won't be able to

intimidate you. You know what time it is! Approach them with

kindness and empathy instead of challenging their behavior. You'll get

a lot further by being sensitive to their insecurities.

LIBRa SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22
Shallow conversation is fine for the line at the coffee shop or a long

elevator ride, but all in all, it's not your thing, especially not today. You

have too much wit and charm to just skim the surface with other people.

You need to take the time to go deep. Ask the penetrating questions

that give people something to think about. You don't want pat answers

that anyone can spout out. You want and deserve to hear where people

really stand on issues.

VIRGo AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22
You can't analyze the unseen, so if you're wringing your hands over a

mysterious situation, stop. Trying to figure out what motivates other

people is a waste of your time. You can ask them questions until the cows

come home, but they might not be in a position to tell you anything right

now. They don't really understand it themselves! It's best to distract

yourself with positive people and fun things. You'll know more soon

enough. Playing these guessing games will only frustrate you.

SCoRpIo OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21
Your vision for the future is sharper than ever, which might be causing

you to feel antsy about how you're going to get to the next stop on your

journey. Don't worry about lacking the energy or inspiration you need to

move forward. Right now, you have enough to do whatever you want to

do. As long as you bring all your conviction to whatever you're doing,

you'll be fine. Bravado counts, so don't be shy about showing your

confidence to others.

SaGIttaRIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER21
One of your most recent dreams may have included some confusing

visions that left you scratching your head. Do you think that these visions

hold the key to finding happiness or prosperity? Nope. They're just various

ideas that your subconscious has been toying with. You'll gain more insight

by consciously trying out new schemes in your daily life than you will by

trying to translate these nighttime images into action. Focus on your

waking life. The dreams are thumbnail sketches for your subconscious.

aQUaRIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18
Have you been feeling held back or restricted lately? If so, get ready to

get moving! Your progress may have been slowed down by a certain

person, but that person is no longer an issue. Either they're leaving the

scene or losing their influence. Either way, today you just need to look

ahead, pick your goal, and go for it! No one with any sense will get in

your way right now. 

The pathway is open and you're cleared for takeoff!

CapRICoRN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
You might be keeping yourself somewhat detached from the people

who care about you most right now. Are you sure you're not pushing

them away? Now it's important that you connect with others, not pull

away. Look into this today. Ask one or two friends if they feel you're

closed off or aloof. Pick their brains for ideas on how you can open

yourself up a bit more. It's about time that you trusted in others enough

to show them who you really are.

pISCeS FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20
Don't get involved with stuff you're unsure of right now, even (or

especially!) if you think it will get you approval from others. Why try

so hard to be validated by people who don't get how great you are?

Just by being yourself you offer more than enough to any crowd. If

they can't see it, then you don't need them. Stick to who you are and

do what you want to do. Don't be wishy-washy about it. Be proud of

who you are and the way you are. You aren't a mindless lemming!

aRIeS MARCH 21-APRIL 19
You could be dealing with some fragile egos today, which might end

up being quite tiresome for you. But, in the end, taking extra time and

effort to make these insecure people feel comfortable and important

will be much easier than having to deal with their tantrums should

their paranoia get the better of them. Everyone's emotions can be

fragile now and then, including yours. Try to remember that when

you're paying your tenth compliment of the hour.
01. In 2010, who became the first

person to win the Women's Sin-

gles title at the Australian Open

tennis tournament 5 times?

A. Maria Sharapova

B. Martina Hingis

C. Serena Williams

D. Justine Henin

02. The Triassic, Jurassic, and

Cretaceous periods, about 252 to

66 million years ago, are collec-

tively known as what era?

A. Mesozoic

B. Quaternary

C. Cenozoic

D. Mesoproterozoic

03. Apart from the name's being

linked to advertising campaigns,

what are gitanes?

A. Gypsies

B. Bike riders

C. Smokers

D. Influencers

LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 and

only one instance of each number

You have three minutes to find
all the words contained in this
word. 

Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don’t count

WoRd BUILdeR

do YoU SUdoKU?BoGGLeR

SU
d

o
K

U
 e

a
SY

 a
N

SW
eR

Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by
linking adjacent letters - to the left,
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal
to each other. The Boggles Classic
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words
are valued at one point for each
letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one
point, a four letter word is  worth
two points, and so on. Valid words
must be at least three letters long. 
Solution 20-25 words:
Excellent, 15-20 words: Very
good, 10-15 words: Good, 
5-10 words: Average

aCRoSS

1) Cheery sounds 

5) Asian nurse 9) Pet pro-

tection org. 

14) Polish prose and Portu-

gal

15) "Contendere" preceder

16) Word-insertion mark

17) "Star Wars" sage 

18) Gaming first-timer 

19) "I Got_" (Croce tune) 

20) What river rats do to 

sharpen their teeth? 

23) Tummy muscles 

26) On_ (under tight 

27) Sister of your father 

28) Praying insect 

30) They can barely give a

hoot 

32) No place for a roller

skate composer

33) "Aida" composer 

36) Town for cold trolls? 

40) Posts on a ship's deck

41) Dips one's toe in

44) Peninsula comprising

Spain

48) Knitter's project, some-

times

49) Love potion's number

50) Chinese pork dish

54) Actor Brynner

55) Singer's annoying rela-

tive?

58) Textile fiber

59) Aroma synonym

60) Not too much

64) "Me, Myself &_" (Jim

control) Carrey vehicle)

65) Brooklyn ballers

66) Like some losers

67) "Blowin' in the Wind"

68)_ en point (heraldic

style)

69) "Pro" votes

doWN

1) "The Bridge of San Luis_"

2) "Without further_ ... "

3) Put out of sight

4) Like bachelor parties

5) Chronicles

6) "Archie" character

7) "Hello!" or "Goodbye!"

8) "The Natural" hero Roy

9) Berry in some drinks

10) Beach wear

11) Czech capital

12) Concrete kin

13) Bikini Atoll events,

briefly

21) Kenya's capital

22) "The Mary Tyler Moore

Show" spinoff

23) Early hrs.

24) Winged mammal

25) Obstacle

29) Bronze component

31) Sadly pensive

33) Boxer's physician

34) Finish the course

35) "Treasure Island"

monogram

37) Dolphins run here

38) Beer barrel

39) Very pale

42) St. Anthony's cross

43) Skit show, for short

44) Bergman, but not Ing-

mar

45) Containing two compo-

nents

46) Tooth part

47) Light-sensitive mem-

brane

48) "I could eat_"

51) Down_ knee

52) Salt Lake City neighbor

53) Rag composer Joplin

56) Sharp-sighted

57) Not a challenge

61) Tot's "little piggy"

62) Constellation near

Scorpius

63) "Plaines" leader
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Seoul, South Korea - North Korea
fired two ballistic missiles on
Monday, its second weapons
test in 48 hours, which Py-
ongyang said was a drill for a
rocket launcher capable of a ‘tac-
tical nuclear attack’ that could
take out entire enemy air bases.

Pyongyang had already tested
one of its most powerful inter-
continental ballistic missiles
(ICBMs) on Saturday and
warned more was to come, with
leader Kim Jong Un’s powerful
sister calling the Pacific the
North’s ‘firing range’. Seoul and
Washington, who are moving to
bolster security cooperation in
the region to address Py-
ongyang’s growing threats,
staged joint air drills after the
ICBM launch - further enraging
the North, which views such ex-
ercises as rehearsals for invasion.

State media outlet KCNA said

Monday’s missile drill involving
‘super-large multiple rocket
launchers, the tactical nuclear at-
tack means’, showed the North’s
army could deter and counter
any US-South Korean exercises,
adding the weapons could ‘re-
duce to ashes the enemy’s oper-
ational airfield’.

Kim’s sister, Kim Yo Jong, said
Pyongyang was closely monitor-
ing Washington and Seoul’s
moves to deploy more US strate-
gic assets to the region, vowing
‘corresponding counteraction’ if
needed.

“The frequency of using the
Pacific as our firing range de-
pends upon the US forces’ action
character,” she said in a state-
ment published by KCNA.

Relations between the two
Koreas are at one of their lowest
points in decades, after the North
last year declared itself an ‘irre-

versible’ nuclear power and Kim
Jong Un called for an ‘exponen-
tial’ increase in weapons produc-
tion, including tactical nukes.

South Korea’s military, which
said it had detected the launch of
two short-range ballistic missiles
early on Monday, called the
string of weapons tests by Py-
ongyang ‘a serious provocation
that undermines peace and sta-
bility on the Korean peninsula’.

And Seoul’s foreign ministry
rapidly imposed fresh sanctions
on four individuals and five enti-
ties linked to North Korea’s
weapons programmes on Mon-
day. “Our government has made
it clear that North Korea’s provo-
cations will inevitably come at a
price,” it said in a statement.

The UN Security Council will
hold a meeting to discuss the sit-
uation on Tuesday.
AFP

Brussels,  Belgium - Moldova
urged the EU on Monday to im-
pose sanctions on oligarchs it ac-
cuses of helping Russia to
destabilise the country, after alle-
gations Moscow was plotting to
overthrow the pro-Western gov-
ernment.

The former Soviet republic,
wedged between Ukraine and
Romania, is facing multiple crises
aggravated by the Kremlin’s year-
old war against Kyiv.

Last week Moldova accused
Russia - which has forces in the
country’s breakaway Transnistria

region - of conspiring to carry out
a coup that would see ‘saboteurs’
attack state institutions.

“It is not the first time
Moldova faces such situations in
the last year,” Foreign Minister
Nicu Popescu said on Monday at
a meeting with EU foreign minis-
ters in Brussels.

“There have been several in-
stances of such concerns, it is just
this time they are more public.”
He added that ‘the risks are there,
but Moldova has a good record in
fending them off’.

Popescu called on the 27-na-

tion bloc to place ‘corrupt oli-
garchs and politicians who, with
Russia, are trying to destabilise

Moldova’ on an asset freeze and
visa ban blacklist.

Last year, the United States
and Britain imposed sanctions on
Moldovan magnates Ilan Shor
and Vladimir Plahotniuc, who fled
the country in 2019 in the face of
corruption charges.

Moldova - along with Ukraine
- last year was granted candidate
status to join the EU, setting it on
the first step of a years-long
process.

Moscow has denied plotting
to overthrow the government in
Chisinau, but has for years

sought to pull post-Soviet states
back into its sphere of influence.

European diplomats said that
the EU was considering sending
cyber experts to Moldova to help
the country ward off hacking at-
tacks from Moscow.

Over the past year, the war in
neighbouring Ukraine has also re-
peatedly caused multiple security
concerns in the pro-European
country as debris from Russian
missiles landed on Moldovan ter-
ritory after traversing its skies.

Popescu said ‘a key priority for
us is to make our airspace and

our society safer by accessing air
surveillance equipment and air
defence equipment’.

He urged Western powers to
keep sending weapons and sup-
port to help Ukrainian forces fight
back against Russia’s invasion as
that was ‘also defending
Moldova’.

“Help Ukraine as much as
everyone can, as long as Ukraine
needs,” he said.

“This is the best investment in
a stable Europe, stable peace and
a stable and peaceful Moldova.”
AFP

Torkham,  Afghanistan - Gunfire
erupted between Afghanistan
and Pakistan border forces on
Monday after Taliban authorities
shut the country’s busiest cross-
ing with its eastern neighbour,
officials said.

Relations between the two
countries have been testy since
the Taliban took Kabul in August
2021, with Islamabad accusing
its neighbour of harbouring
armed groups that have carried
out strikes on its soil.

There have been frequent
flare-ups along the mostly
mountainous border splitting the
countries - which no Afghan gov-
ernment has ever recognised -
including sporadic gunfights and
crossing closures.

Officials on both sides, who
asked not to be named, said
Afghan authorities closed the
border late on Sunday after Pak-
istani officials imposed new rules
preventing entry to attendants of
medical patients without certain
documentation.

“It’s such a pity, Pakistanis and
Afghans are Muslim brothers,”
said Pakistani citizen Riwayat,
stuck on the Afghan side of the
border. “I have all the necessary
documents but it is still closed
over a small issue.”

Mohammad Sediq Khalid, the
commissioner for Torkham on
the Afghan side, said Pakistan
was ‘not fulfilling its promises’.

Islamabad did not respond to a
request from AFP to clarify the
new rules.

The clash broke out at around
7:30am Kabul time (0300
GMT) on Monday, with both
sides blaming each other for ini-
tiating the violence.

“The firing was initiated by the
Afghan side and our forces retal-
iated,” Irshad Mohmand, a senior
Pakistani government official at

the border, told AFP by phone.
Afghan official Harfat Muhajir,

however, said Afghan forces had
only ‘shot in response’ to Pak-
istani forces.

The border crossing at
Torkham - 177km (110 miles)
from the capital of each country
- is a key trading waypoint, where
Afghanistan exports truckloads
of coal and receives food and
other supplies from Pakistan.

Both nations are in dire eco-
nomic crisis, with Afghanistan
reeling from a drop-off in aid fol-
lowing the end of the US-backed
occupation, and Pakistan crip-
pled by a domestic downturn
and foreign exchange crisis that
has left it on the brink of default.

In the year-and-a-half of Tal-
iban rule, Pakistan has witnessed
a dramatic uptick in attacks on its
soil, mainly in the regions border-
ing Afghanistan.

In January, a suicide bomber
killed more than 80 police offi-
cers at a mosque in the north-
western provincial capital of
Peshawar.

On Friday, a suicide bomber
squad stormed a police head-
quarters in the southern port city

of Karachi, killing five. Both at-
tacks were linked to the Pakistani
Taliban, which has deep ties with
the Afghan Taliban.

“I think that the Afghan state
has to deliver on terrorism,” Pak-
istan Foreign Minister Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari told the Munich
Security Conference on Satur-
day.

“There’s a whole alphabet
soup of terrorist organisations
that have and still do base them-
selves out of Afghanistan.”

Late on Sunday, Kabul’s for-
eign ministry spokesman Abdul
Qahar Balkhi said Zardari’s ‘re-
marks asserting that terrorist
groups operate from
Afghanistan... are untrue’.
AFP

Relations
between the
two countries
have been
testy since
the Taliban
took Kabul in
August 2021

A Taliban security personnel stands guard as young Afghan boys help elderly men in wheelchairs after an incident of gunfire between Afghanistan and

Pakistan border forces near the Torkham border crossing between Afghanistan and Pakistan, in Nangarhar province on Monday (AFP)

N Korea fires ballistic missiles in warning over US, S Korea drills

Gunfight after Afghan Taliban
shut key border with Pakistan

Beijing,  China - Beijing
strongly denied on Monday
US claims that China was con-
sidering arming Russia in its
war against Ukraine, as it reit-
erated a call for dialogue to
end the conflict.

On Sunday, US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken said Bei-
jing was now ‘considering pro-
viding lethal support’ to
Moscow ranging ‘from am-
munition to the weapons
themselves’. “It is the United
States and not China that is
endlessly shipping weapons to
the battlefield,” China’s for-
eign ministry spokesman
Wang Wenbin said on Mon-
day, when asked about the US
claims.

“We urge the United States
to earnestly reflect on its own
actions, and do more to allevi-
ate the situation, promote
peace and dialogue, and stop
shifting blame and spreading
false information,” Wang told
a regular briefing.

Moscow’s offensive in
Ukraine is a sensitive issue for
Beijing, which has sought to
position itself as neutral while
offering diplomatic backing to
its strategic ally Russia.

“It is clear to the interna-
tional community who is call-
ing for dialogue and fighting
for peace, and who is adding
fuel to the fire and encourag-
ing opposition,” Wang added,
reiterating a call for support
for a Chinese proposal to end
the war.

On Saturday, China said it
would publish this week a pro-
posal to find a ‘political solu-
tion’ to the Ukraine crisis, with
Beijing’s top diplomat telling a
conference the country is ‘on
the side of dialogue’.

Wang Yi told the Munich
Security Conference that
China was against attacks on
nuclear power plants, op-

posed the use of biochemical
weapons and was willing to
work with ‘all parties’.

Blinken’s accusations came
as relations between China
and the United States were
further strained after Wash-
ington shot down what it said
was a Chinese spy balloon
earlier this month.

The United States has re-
peatedly warned China
against providing support to
Russia for its war in Ukraine,
which is nearing its one-year
anniversary.

Appearing on Sunday on
ABC, Blinken said that US
President Joe Biden had
warned his Chinese counter-
part, Xi Jinping, as long ago as
last March against sending
weapons to Russia.

Since that time, ‘China has
been careful not to cross that
line, including by holding off
on selling lethal weapons sys-
tems for use on the battle-
field’, according to a US
administration source familiar
with the issue.

In Munich, Blinken and
Wang Yi clashed over Wash-
ington’s shooting down of a
Chinese balloon over its air-
space.
AFP

Moldova urges EU sanctions on oligarchs aiding russia

Moldova's FM Nicu Popescu (AFP)

Pedestrians walk past a screen in Tokyo on Monday, displaying North Korea’s missile launch footage being

broadcast by Korean Central Television (AFP)

It is such a pity, Pakistanis and
Afghans are Muslim brothers. I have
all the necessary documents, but it
(the key border crossing) is still
closed over a small issue
PAKISTANI CITIZEN rIWAYAT

China rejects US
claim that Beijing
may arm Russia

Chinese diplomat Wang Yi (AFP)

Tokyo,  Japan - Japan will
offer Ukraine fresh financial
support worth US$5.5bn,
Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida said on Monday,
days before the first an-
niversary of Russia’s inva-
sion. Japan, this year’s
Group of Seven president,
has joined Western powers
in imposing sanctions on
Moscow since the war
began on February 24,
2022.

It has already provided
Ukraine with financial sup-
port worth US$600mn
along with hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars’ worth of
emergency humanitarian
assistance, according to the
prime minister’s office.

But ‘there is still a need
to assist people whose
livelihoods have been de-
stroyed by the war, and to
restore destroyed infra-
structure’, Kishida said in a
speech at a think tank sym-
posium in Tokyo.

“We have decided to
provide additional financial
support of US$5.5bn.”

The Japanese premier
also announced he will host
a video conference of the
G7 leaders with Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Ze-
lensky on Friday, the inva-
sion’s one-year anniversary.
AFP

Japan PM
pledges $5.5bn
in additional
Ukraine aid
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Jerusalem - Israelis protested  on
Monday against the govern-
ment’s judicial reform bill which
they say threatens democracy, as
lawmakers ready for a key vote
on the controversial overhaul.

Demonstrators from across
Israel descended on Jerusalem to
rally near parliament ahead of
the first reading of legislation to
change the way judges are
picked. “The state is in danger,”
said Dvir Bar, a 45-year-old
demonstrator from central Israel.
“It’s an attempted coup, to trans-
form Israel into a dictatorship,”
he said in Jerusalem, as hundreds
gathered ahead of the parlia-
mentary session.

As demonstrators travelled to
Jerusalem, some 4,000 parents,
students and teachers also ral-
lied in northern Tel Aviv, accord-
ing to an AFP correspondent.

The sweeping judicial reform
programme is a cornerstone of
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu’s administration, an al-
liance with ultra-Orthodox and
extreme-right parties which took
office in late December.

The premier views the over-
haul as key to restoring the bal-
ance between the branches of
government, as he believes
judges have too much power
over elected officials.

But opponents argue the gov-
ernment is making a power grab
and tens of thousands of protest-
ers have gathered in Tel Aviv for
seven consecutive weeks to
protest the legislation.

In Jerusalem, protester Kovi
Skier took aim at the govern-
ment’s plan to allow parliament
to overrule any Supreme Court
decision with a simple majority.

“If there’s no judicial review,
the government can make what-
ever policies it wants without any
limitations,” said the 33-year-old
from the central city of Givat

Shmuel. “It could make policies
against women, policies against
Arabs, policies against the reli-
gious, it doesn’t make a differ-
ence who. Everyone will be
affected,” he added, carrying his
daughter clutching an Israeli flag.

Lawmakers are set to hold
their first vote later on Monday
on measures to change the com-

position of the committee to se-
lect judges. 

A bill to prevent judges from
ruling against the so-called
Basic Laws, Israel’s quasi-con-
stitution, is also on the parlia-
mentary agenda. Police said
officers arrested eight demon-
strators in the Tel Aviv area for
breaching public order and dis-
obeying instructions.

Netanyahu slammed protest-
ers who delayed a member of the
parliamentary justice committee,
Tally Gotlib, from leaving after
they gathered outside her home

in central Israel.
“The demonstrators who talk

about democracy are the ones
who bring about the end of
democracy when they prevent
the public representatives from
exercising the basic right in
democracy - to vote,” Netanyahu
wrote on Twitter on Monday.
AFP

Israelis rally against judicial reform bill

Israeli protesters lift national flags and placards as they rally in Tel Aviv on Monday, against controversial legal reforms (AFP)

Ankara, Turkey - US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken on Monday
reaffirmed Washington’s com-
mitment to delivering F-16 jets to
Turkey despite Turkish insis-
tence that their approval should
not depend on Ankara lifting ob-
jections to Sweden joining
NATO.

Turkey wants modernised
versions of F-16 fighter jets for its
ageing air force, but US Congress
must approve any sale.

“The Biden administration
strongly supports the package to
both upgrade the existing F-16s
and to provide new ones,”
Blinken told a press conference in
Ankara.

But Blinken added he could
not provide a ‘formal timeline’ for
approval and delivery.

It was Blinken’s first visit to
Turkey as secretary of state in a
trip that was planned before a
7.8-magnitude earthquake on
February 6, which has now killed
nearly 45,000 people in Turkey
and Syria.

The top US diplomat is due to
hold talks with Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan later on
Monday in Ankara.

The United States, whose re-
lations with Turkey have been
strained in recent years, has been
looking for ways to persuade Er-
dogan to ratify NATO member-
ship applications by Finland and
Sweden.

Finland and Sweden dropped
decades of military non-align-
ment and applied to join the US-
led defence alliance last year in
response to Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine.

But Turkey has yet to ratify
their applications and Ankara
has opposed Sweden’s refusal to
extradite dozens of suspects that
Turkey links to outlawed Kurdish
militants and a failed 2016 coup.

On Monday, Turkish Foreign
Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu dis-
missed any attempt to apply
conditions to the F-16 jets ap-

proval. “It would not be right to
make Sweden and Finland’s
NATO membership a condition
for the F-16s. They are two differ-
ent issues,” he said. “Our hands
should not be tied.”

Blinken said the United States
‘strongly’ supported Finland and
Sweden’s admission into NATO
‘as quickly as possible’.

‘Finland and Sweden have al-
ready taken concrete steps’ to
address Turkey’s concerns, he
said.

Turkey has signalled it is ready
to accept Finland into NATO.
AFP

Toll from
Tajikistan
avalanches
rises to 19
Dushanbe,  Tajikistan - The
death toll from avalanches
that in recent days have hit
Tajikistan, a small moun-
tainous country in Central
Asia, has risen to 19, au-
thorities said on Monday.

“From February 15 to
February 19, 200 ava-
lanches, seven landslides
and six rockfalls were
recorded,” emergency serv-
ices said in a statement.

“19 of our citizens lost
their lives in avalanches.”

Tajikistan, the poorest of
ex-Soviet nations in Central
Asia, is vulnerable to natural
catastrophes. Almost all of
the victims lived in Upper
Badakhshan (also called
Gorno Badakhshan), an au-
tonomous region bordering
Afghanistan, China and Kyr-
gyzstan that’s surrounded
by the Pamir Mountains.

The isolated region rep-
resents around half of Tajik
territory, but is home to only
two per cent of the nation’s
9.5mn population. President
Emomali Rahmon, in power
for three decades, has re-
ceived condolence mes-
sages from leaders of
ex-Soviet countries and
Russia’s Vladimir Putin.
AFP

Addis Ababa,  Ethiopia - The
African Union insisted on Sunday
it had ‘zero tolerance’ for unde-
mocratic changes of power and
vowed to push through a conti-
nent-wide free trade deal as it
wrapped up a two-day summit.

Leaders of the 55-nation bloc
met in the Ethiopian capital
Addis Ababa to discuss a slew of
challenges facing the continent,
including coups, conflict and cli-
mate change.

On the final day of the summit
on Sunday, the AU said it was
maintaining its suspension of
four countries - Burkina Faso,
Guinea, Mali and Sudan - which
have been ruled by military lead-

ers following coups.
“The assembly reaffirmed

zero tolerance against unconsti-
tutional change (of govern-
ment),” said its Commissioner
for Political Affairs, Peace and
Security, Bankole Adeoye.

“The Commission is ready to
support these member states to
return to constitutional order, the
idea is that democracy must take
root and must be promoted and
protected,” he told a news con-
ference. “It is necessary to re-
emphasise that the AU remains
intolerant to any undemocratic
means to political power.”

At the end of the summit, the
bloc’s new chairman, Comoros

President Azali Assoumani, said
the leaders had agreed to accel-
erate the implementation of a
faltering trade deal launched in
2020.

The African Continental Free
Trade Agreement (AfCFTA) is
billed as the biggest in the world
in terms of population, gathering
54 out of 55 countries on a con-
tinent with 1.4bn people, with Er-
itrea the only holdout.

“I shall leave no stone un-
turned to ensure that this be-
comes a reality,” Assoumani said.

African nations currently
trade only about 15 per cent of
their goods and services with
each other. The AfCFTA aims to

boost that by 60 per cent by
2034 by eliminating almost all
tariffs.

But implementation has fallen
well short of that goal, running
into hurdles including disagree-
ments over tariff reductions and
border closures caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic.

AU Commission chief
Moussa Faki Mahamat said the
deal was ‘strategic’ for the conti-
nent but warned that the infra-
structure to allow for its success
was still lacking, highlighting that
600mn Africans did not have ac-
cess to electricity.

On Saturday, UN chief Anto-
nio Guterres said that among its

many challenges, Africa was fac-
ing a ‘dysfunctional and unfair
global financial system’ that de-
nied many countries the debt re-
lief and concessional financing
they need and charged them ‘ex-
tortionate’ interest rates.

On the sidelines of the AU
meeting, the regional Economic
Community of West African
States (ECOWAS) bloc also said
it had maintained sanctions on
the three Sahel countries.

“The Authority of Heads of
State and Governments decided
to maintain the existing sanc-
tions on all three countries,” the
bloc said in a statement.
AFP

AU reaffirms ‘zero tolerance’ to undemocratic change

AU Commission chief Moussa Faki Mahamat speaks during the closing

ceremony of AU Assembly in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia on Sunday (AFP)

US reaffirms pledge to
deliver F-16 jets to Turkey

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken (left) and Turkish FM Mevlut

Cavusoglu shake hands after a press conference in Ankara on Monday (AFP)

Vienna,  Austria - Iran on Mon-
day denied reports that it has en-
riched uranium up to 84 per cent,
just below the 90 per cent
needed to produce an atomic
bomb.

The Vienna-based Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) said on Sunday evening
that it was in discussions with
Tehran after Bloomberg News
reported that the watchdog’s in-
spectors in Iran last week found
uranium enriched to 84 per cent
purity.

The report comes with nego-
tiations stalled to revive a land-
mark deal over Iran’s nuclear
programme.

Iran was last known to have
enriched uranium to up to 60 per
cent. Uranium enriched to
around 90 per cent purity is con-
sidered nuclear weapons-grade.

The spokesman for the
Atomic Energy Organisation of
Iran, Behruz Kamalvandi, on
Monday described the report as
‘slander’ and a ‘distortion of the
facts’, according to state news
agency IRNA.

“The presence of a particle or
particles of uranium above 60
per cent in the enrichment
process does not mean enrich-
ment above 60 per cent,” he
added.

A diplomat confirmed to AFP
the 84 per cent reported by
Bloomberg, saying ‘the per cent-

age is correct’.
The IAEA is ‘giving Iran the

opportunity to explain because
it’s apparently possible that
there can be so-called ‘spikes’
of higher levels of enrichment’,
the diplomat added. French For-
eign Minister Catherine
Colonna said her country was in
touch with the IAEA to ‘have
more precise information’. 

France is part of the Iran 2015
nuclear deal together with China,
Germany, Russia and the UK.

“It goes without saying that if
this press information were con-
firmed, proven, this would con-

stitute a new and extremely wor-
rying element,” she told re-
porters in Brussels.

Iran’s foreign ministry
spokesperson Nasser Kanani
said on Monday that his country
is ‘committed’ to the nuclear
non-proliferation treaty and its
safeguards agreement with the
IAEA. He warned against the
politicisation of the role of the
UN nuclear watchdog, saying it
‘distorts its position’.

“The agency should act within
the framework of specialised
tasks,” he added.
AFP

Iran denies enrichment
of uranium above 60%

Iran’s foreign ministry spokesperson Nasser Kanani (AFP)

If there’s no judical review, the 
government can make whatever
policies it wants without any 
limitations. It could make policies
against women,  Arabs, the 
religious. Everyone will be affected
KOVI SKIER 



Sao Paulo,  Brazil - President
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva flew in
on Monday to tour the resort
region turned disaster zone
where at least 36 people were
killed and dozens are still miss-
ing after floods and landslides,
just as Brazil celebrated carni-
val.

Lula was due to give a news
conference in the city of Sao
Sebastiao, a popular beach
destination around 200km
(120 miles) southeast of Sao
Paulo. 

The Sao Paulo state govern-
ment said the death toll stood
at 36: a girl killed on the vaca-
tion getaway island of Ilhabela,
and 35 people killed in Sao Se-
bastiao, on the mainland. 

“Around 40 people have
still not been located,” Sao
Paulo rescue department offi-
cial Michelle Cesar told CNN
Brasil. The department said 14

injured people had been res-
cued. Nearly 1,000 people
were evacuated, while 747 lost
their homes, authorities said.

Rescue workers were rush-
ing to find any survivors buried
under the mud and rubble be-
fore it was too late.

The disaster struck just as
Brazil celebrated carnival
weekend, which draws huge
numbers of tourists to Sao Se-
bastiao. Authorities said
record rains had dumped 600
mm (nearly 24 inches) of
water on Sao Sebastiao in 24
hours, more than double the
usual amount for the entire
month of February.

“What happened was a
natural phenomenon we
hadn’t seen in many years,”
Sao Paulo civil defense depart-
ment spokesman Roberto Fa-
rina told CNN Brasil.
AFP
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Abu Dhabi,  UAE - The United
Arab Emirates and Israel on
Monday revealed their first jointly
created unmanned vessel, illus-
trating their growing military ties
as maritime threats rise in the
Gulf region.

The craft, which has advanced
sensors and imaging systems
and can be used for surveillance,
reconnaissance and detecting
mines, was unveiled off the coast
of Abu Dhabi during the Naval
Defence and Maritime Security
Exhibition (NAVDEX).

The unmanned surface vessel
or USV was created by Israel
Aerospace Industries (IAI) and
Emirati defence consortium
EDGE.

The busy Gulf shipping lanes
have suffered years of missile and
drone attacks blamed on neigh-
bour Iran.

‘We are for the first time
demonstrating a mutual project
that shows the capabilities and
strengths of both companies’ in
securing coastlines and coun-

tering mine threats, said Oren
Guter, who leads IAI’s naval
programme.

Guter, a former captain in the
Israeli navy, said the vessels
would counter ‘threats here in the

area’ but that the aim was also to
deploy them abroad.

IAI was looking to bolster co-
operation with the UAE in air de-
fence and hopes to help the
wealthy Gulf state improve its

naval capabilities, he said.
The UAE and Israel have

steadily deepened their military
partnership, including defence
procurement, since they nor-
malised relations in 2020 as

part of the US-brokered Abra-
ham Accords.

In January 2022, Israel’s 
defence electronics company
Elbit Systems said its subsidiary
in the UAE was awarded 
an  approximately US$53mn 
contract to supply systems to the
UAE air force.

Emirati and Israeli defence
firms are also working to develop
an autonomous counter-drone
system.

Countering maritime threats
from Iran is one area of focus for
the UAE-Israel partnership, said
Torbjorn Soltvedt of the risk intel-
ligence firm Verisk Maplecroft.

“Security is a natural area of
cooperation between Israel and
the UAE,” Soltvedt told AFP.

“Countering the growing
threat to shipping in the Persian
Gulf and Gulf of Oman will be a
priority as both Israeli and Emirati
ships have been targeted in Iran-
backed drone and missile at-
tacks,” he said.
AFP

Patna, India - In a huge setback
for Bihar Chief Nitish Kumar
ahead of the 2024 general elec-
tions, disgruntled Janata Dal
(United) leader Upendra Kush-
waha on Monday resigned from
all party positions and launched
a new political party ‘Rashtriya
Lok Janata Dal’.

Kushwaha, who has been at
loggerheads with Nitish Kumar,
announced the name of his
party and said that he has been
made its national president,
ending the tussle between the
two which has been going on for
months.

“We’ve decided to form a
new party - Rashtriya Lok
Janata Dal. This has been de-
cided unanimously. I’ve been
made its national president. The
party will take forward the
legacy of Karpoori Thakur. We’ll
work towards rejecting the
agreement made with RJD,” he
said.

Kushwaha said that when

Nitish Kumar became the chief
minister after years of RJD’s
rule, he did well, but said ‘he lost
track and the path he opted at
the end was bad for him and the
party’.

“A new political innings is
beginning today. Barring a few,
everyone in JD(U) was express-
ing concern...A meeting was
held with elected colleagues

and decision was taken,” he
said.

Detailing the talks with Ni-
tish Kumar while forging an al-
liance with the RJD for the
second time that took place
last year, Kushwaha said that
he had asked the party chief to
keep the leadership into his
own hands to prevent the old
situation (during the Lalu
Yadav rule) from returning.

“I had accepted the talks of
forging a new alliance (with the
RJD), but had asked Nitish
Kumar to keep the leadership of
the alliance with himself. I was
assured of the same. Days after
forging the alliance, Nitish
Kumar said that he wants to
give the responsibility of Bihar
to the RJD leader. He an-
nounced the name of an RJD
leader as the next chief minister
of Bihar, because of which we
were worried about the future
of Bihar,” he said.
ANI
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New Delhi, India - Congress na-
tional president Mallikarjun
Kharge on Monday hit out at
the BJP government at the Cen-
tre over the ongoing raids at the
residential and office addresses
of various Congress leaders of
Chattisgarh, saying it was mis-
using the central agency against
the ruling party in the state.

Taking to Twitter, Kharge
posted: “Raid on our Congress
leaders of Chhattisgarh by mis-
use of ED (Enforcement Direc-
torate) by Modi government
before Congress General Con-
vention in Raipur, shows the
cowardice of BJP.” The Con-
gress president further alleged
that 95 per cent of the raids
conducted by ED in the last nine
years were on Opposition lead-
ers, mostly from the Congress.

“We are not going to be
cowed down by these cowardly
threats,” Kharge tweeted.

In another tweet, the veteran
Congress MP said: “If Modi-ji is
so honest, then raid the mega-
scams of your ‘best friend’
(Gautam Adani). Due to the im-
mense success of the Bharat
Jodo Yatra, the uneasiness of
the BJP is visible.”

“We will firmly face this at-
tempt to crush democracy,”
Kharge said. Earlier in the day,
the ED conducted fresh
searches at nearly a dozen loca-

tions in Chhattisgarh in connec-
tion with the alleged mining and
coal levy scam.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel’s deputy secretary

Saumya Chaurasia Vishnoi, coal
trader and alleged ‘main kingpin
of the scam’ Suryakant Tiwari,
his uncle Laxmikant Tiwari and
another coal businessman Sunil

Agrawal have been arrested in
connection with the case till
now.

Among the places searched
on Monday were residential

and office addresses of Con-
gress leaders Ram Gopal Agar-
wal, Girish Devangan, RP Singh,
Vinod Tiwari and Sunny
Agrawal, said sources.

Last month, the ED had also
raided multiple locations in
Chhattisgarh, including that of
an IAS officer, and other loca-
tions in connection with the on-
going money laundering probe
into the alleged scam.

The federal investigation
agency launched a probe in Oc-
tober last year after it raided an-
other IAS officer of the state,
Sameer Vishnoi, and some
businessmen.

Sameer Vishnoi, IAS Officer
of 2009 Batch, and his wife
were found to be in possession
of Rs 47 lakh in unaccounted
cash and 4 kg gold jewellery.

The investigation relates to ‘a
massive scam in which illegal
levy of Rs 25 was being extorted
for every tonne of coal trans-
ported in Chhattisgarh by a car-
tel involving senior bureaucrats,
businessmen, politicians and
middlemen’, the agency alleged.

The ED had earlier claimed in
a statement that Chaurasia,
Vishnoi and some coal traders
allegedly linked to them ‘used’
their relatives to create ‘benami’
assets after it attached their
properties worth more than Rs
150 crore in December, last
year. The agency alleged further
that a ‘grand conspiracy’ was
hatched in the resource-rich
state to perpetrate a coal levy
‘scam’ as part of which Rs 540
crore was ‘extorted’ over the
last two years.

The money laundering case
stems from an Income Tax de-
partment complaint registered
following raids by the taxman in
June 2022.
ANI

Congress national president and Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge (ani)

UAE, Israel unveil first joint unmanned vessel

Kharge slams ED raids on Congress leaders

Controllers man a terminal at the command station of the Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI) in an unmanned

maritime demonstration during the Naval Defence and Maritime Security Exhibition in Abu Dhabi on Monday (aFP)

Lula visits disaster zone
after Brazil floods kill 36

New Delhi, India - Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi has said
his government is heavily in-
vesting in infrastructure in Ut-
tarakhand to make life easier
for people living in far-flung
areas, besides generating a
range of job opportunities.

Prime Minister Modi made
the remark during the virtual in-
auguration of the ‘Rozgar Mela’
for Uttarakhand on Monday.
“Be it workers for construction,
engineering, or raw material
businesses and small traders,
job opportunities are growing.
With a rise in demand in the
transport sector, youth (in Ut-
tarakhand) are getting fresh
employment opportunities,”
PM Modi said.

On the migration of people
from Uttarakhand to urban cen-
tres, he said improved digital
and road connectivity in the hill-
state will provide them with job
opportunities, including in the

domestic tourism sector, in
their own locality.

“We have to change the old

thinking which said ‘pahar ka
pani aur pahar ki jawani’ doesn’t
serve the locals residing in the

hills. We must change it,” he
said, adding there have been
continuous efforts by the gov-
ernment to send back youth to
their villages while providing
them with better employment
avenues.

Prime Minister Modi, on Oc-
tober 22, last year, launched the
first phase of the ‘Rozgar Mela’,
where appointment letters
were handed over to more than
75,000 new recruits.

It marked the beginning of
the campaign to provide 10 lakh
government jobs. Since then,
PM Modi has addressed similar
job fairs in several states, in-
cluding Gujarat, Jammu and
Kashmir, and Maharashtra.

The recruitments are done
by central ministries and de-
partments themselves, recruit-
ment agencies like UPSC, SSC,
and the Railway Recruitment
Board.
ANI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses the Uttarakhand Rozgar

Mela via video message on Monday (ani)

ED conducted fresh searches in Chhattisgarh in connection with the ‘mining and coal levy scam’

Heavily investing in infra to generate
jobs in Uttarakhand, says PM Modi

Upendra Kushwaha quits
JD(U), launches new party

Janata Dal (United)’s former

Parliamentary Board Chairman

Upendra Kushwaha (ani)

Be it workers for construction, 
engineering, or raw material 
businesses and small traders, 
job opportunities are growing
naRendRa modi

Raid on Congress
leaders of 
Chhattisgarh by
misuse of ED by
Modi government
before Congress
convention in
Raipur, shows the
cowardice of BJP
mallikaRjun khaRge
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Milan, Italy - Victor Osimhen and
Khvicha Kvaratskhelia are leading
Napoli’s Champions League
charge, the Italians’ crown jewels
in wonderful form ahead of Tues-
day’s trip to Eintracht Frankfurt.

A club in turmoil at the end of
last season whose fans were in
open revolt, Napoli have stunned
their own supporters and the rest
of Europe by becoming possibly
the continent’s most exciting
team and Italy’s champions-elect
by mid-February.

Napoli have never made it
past the last 16 in the Champions
League but with none of Europe’s
powerhouses at their peak a win-
dow has been left for Luciano
Spalletti’s side to have a go at the
continent’s top competition.

The optimism surrounding
Napoli is due in large part to Serie
A’s leading scorer Osimhen and
summer signing Kvaratskhelia, a
devastating partnership which is

central to their chances at home
and abroad.

Between them Nigeria striker
Osimhen and ‘Kvaradona’ have
scored half of Napoli’s 56 league
goals, the Georgian wing wizard
also setting up nine and providing
the kind of individual brilliance
which already has the world’s top
club’s circling.

Osimhen is running at almost
a goal a game in Italy’s top flight,
nine in his eight matches since
the turn of the year taking his
league tally to 18.

The 24-year-old is looking to
add to his one goal in this year’s
Champions League, which came
in a 4-2 win over Ajax a month
after injuring himself in an eye-
popping four-goal thumping of
Liverpool. And he is convinced
that there is plenty more to come
from Kvaratskhelia, who has 12
goals and the same number of
assists in all competitions.

“He is just getting started, you
guys have seen nothing yet,” Os-
imhen said. “I believe he has the
quality to make us dream this
season, he has big confidence
and we are here to help support
him.”

Few pegged Napoli as
favourites to top a group which

contained last year’s finalists Liv-
erpool, as the supporter protests
accompanied their pre-season
despite last year’s doomed title
run. What has happened since
has stunned Italian football and
made the rest of the continent sit
and take notice: Serie A might not
be the gallery of stars it once was

but to be 15 points clear after just
23 matches is an incredible feat.

Napoli have dropped just
seven points in Italy’s top flight all
season, the team of Diego
Maradona seemingly touched by
the Hand of God and almost cer-
tain to win their first league title
in over three decades.

Napoli's Georgian forward Khvicha Kvaratskhelia (L) celebrates with Victor Osimhen after scoring against Sassuolo in their Italian Serie A match on Friday (AFP)

Paris, France - Lionel Messi
scored a 95th-minute free-kick
to give Paris Saint-Germain a 
4-3 win over Lille in an extraordi-
nary Ligue 1 game on Sunday 
in which Kylian Mbappe scored
twice but Neymar was taken off
on a stretcher with an ankle 
injury.

Messi’s last-gasp winner
came after PSG had squandered
a two-goal lead and fallen 3-2
behind, with Mbappe grabbing a
late equaliser before the Argen-
tine’s stunning strike.

The result ends a run of three
straight defeats for PSG and en-
sures they end the weekend as
they started it, five points clear of
second-placed Marseille, who
won 3-2 at Toulouse and host

the Parisians next.
“We came through it. It

wasn’t a great performance,”
Mbappe told broadcaster Ama-
zon Prime.

“We made lots of mistakes
and lost concentration too often
and against a quality side you pay
dearly for that, but we showed
that even when we are not at our
best and the context is not ex-
actly favourable we are a differ-
ent team with different players
and we can always find a way.”

Of immediate concern to PSG
is the injury to Neymar, who
looked to be in tears as he was
helped onto a stretcher early in
the second half after turning his
right ankle.
AFP

Liverpool, United Kingdom - Jur-
gen Klopp hopes Liverpool have
turned the corner just in time for
Real Madrid’s visit to Anfield to
play the first leg of their Champi-
ons League last-16 clash - a re-
peat of last season’s final.

Madrid were crowned Euro-
pean champions for the 14th time
in Paris after a 1-0 win in a match
overshadowed by organisational
failings on the part of UEFA and
the French authorities that put

fans’ safety at risk. Liverpool, who
narrowly missed out on an un-
precedented quadruple last sea-
son, have suffered a hangover
during the current campaign, out
of both domestic cups and 19
points behind Premier League
leaders Arsenal.

But back-to-back wins over
Everton and Newcastle have
lifted the mood around Anfield
and given Klopp’s men a shot at
qualifying for the Champions

League next season via a top-four
finish in the English top flight.

“It’s the Champions League,
it’s one of the biggest games in
the world. It will be a top football
game and I’m really happy we
can play it now,” Klopp said at his
pre-match press conference on
Monday. “If it had been four
weeks ago maybe it would’ve
been different, but life is all about
timing and maybe we found our
feet right in time for this game.

“Now we have these two re-
sults and hopefully we can build
on it, but we need to play two
super games to get through.”

Madrid have been Liverpool’s
conquerors in the Champions
League three times in the previ-
ous five seasons. The European
champions won the 2018 final in
Kyiv 3-1 and by the same score on
aggregate in a quarter-final tie
between the sides in 2020/2021.
AFP

Klopp hopes Liverpool have timing
right as they bid for Madrid revenge

Messi snatches dramatic win for PSG after Neymar stretchered off

Paris Saint-Germain's Lionel Messi celebrates after scoring against Lille in their French Ligue 1 match on Sunday 

Barcelona, Spain - Robert
Lewandowski and Sergi
Roberto’s goals helped
Barcelona beat Cadiz 2-0 and
restore their eight-point lead at
the top of La Liga on Sunday.

Elsewhere Antoine Griez-
mann’s superb strike helped
Atletico Madrid earn a 1-0 win
over Athletic Bilbao to tighten
their grip on fourth place.

Champions Real Madrid’s
win at Osasuna on Saturday
pulled them closer to Xavi Her-
nandez’s Barca, who had one
eye on Thursday’s Europa
League play-off second leg
against Manchester United at
Old Trafford.

However an inspired Ferran
Torres helped Sergi Roberto to
break the deadlock and

Lewandowski added a second
to leave Cadiz, 17th, two points
above the relegation zone.

The visitors had two Roger
Marti goals disallowed and
made Barcelona uncomfort-
able at times at Camp Nou but
their victory rarely seemed in
doubt.

Xavi began with Sergi
Roberto in midfield, replacing
Pedri, who suffered a thigh in-
jury in the Europa League 2-2
first leg draw with Manchester
United last Thursday.

The coach passionately de-
fended the Catalan after the
game, saying he was a player
often used as a scapegoat.

“I’ve heard the most unjust
criticism (aimed at him) in my
life,” Xavi told reporters.

He (Khvicha Kvaratskhelia) is just
getting started, you guys have seen
nothing yet. I believe he has the 
quality to make us dream this season,
he has big confidence and we 
are here to help support him.
VICTOR OSIMHEN

Osimhen and ‘Kvaradona’ making
dark horses Napoli dream of
Champions League glory

DOUBLE
BARREL

Liverpool players celebrate a goal against Newcastle United in the English Premier League on Saturday (AFP)

London, United Kingdom - Tot-
tenham Hotspur called for social
media companies and authori-
ties to “take action” after online
racist abuse was directed at Son
Heung-min following his goal
against West Ham on Sunday.

South Korea captain Son
emerged from the bench in the
second half to net Spurs’ second
goal in the 2-0 win in the London
derby at the Tottenham Hotspur
Stadium.

“We have been made aware
of the utterly reprehensible on-
line racist abuse directed at Son

Heung-min during today’s
match, which has been reported
by the club,” Tottenham said on
the club’s official Twitter feed on
Sunday night.

“We stand with Sonny and
once again call on the social
media companies and authori-
ties to take action.”

The Football Association
echoed the club’s call for action.

“We strongly condemn the
racist abuse aimed at Son
Heung-min this evening,” an FA
spokesperson replied to Totten-
ham’s tweet.

“This has no place in our game
and we fully support the author-
ities and social media companies
to take the strongest possible ac-
tion to tackle it.”

In June 2022, a group of 12
men who had been arrested for
racially abusing Son on Twitter
were given community service
punishments and wrote apolo-
gies to the Tottenham forward.

Tottenham club officials had
complained of “abhorrent racist
abuse” on social media after the
3-1 home defeat to Manchester
United on April 11, 2021.

“Another match day and more
abhorrent racial abuse suffered
by one of our players,” said a
Spurs statement at the time.

“This has again been reported
to the platforms and we shall
now undertake a full review
alongside the Premier League to
determine the most effective ac-
tion moving forward.”

In August 2022, Chelsea
banned a season ticket holder in-
definitely for aiming racist abuse
at Son during a 2-2 Premier
League draw at Stamford Bridge.
AFP

Spurs call for action after ‘reprehensible’ racist abuse of Son

Son Heung-Min celebrates after

scoring against West Ham United

Barcelona's Robert Lewandowski celebrates after scoring against

Cadiz in their Spanish League match on Sunday (AFP)

Barca restore Liga lead,
Griezmann earns win
fo Atletico Madrid



New Delhi, India - The “deadly”
spin duo of Ravindra Jadeja and
Ravichandran Ashwin were
hailed on Monday by Indian
media and pundits as they rev-
elled in Australia’s second Test
drubbing.

Ashwin and Jadeja destroyed
Australia’s batting to set up a six-
wicket victory in Delhi on Sunday
and give India an unassailable 2-
0 lead in the four-Test series.

It puts the home side on
course for their fourth straight
series win over the world’s top-
ranked side.

Resuming day three on 61-1,
Australia slumped to 113 all out
before lunch with Jadeja (7-42)

and Ashwin (3-59) sharing all 10
wickets, leaving India a 115-run
victory target which they romped
past in less than 27 overs.

“Ravindra Jadeja is brilliant.
India are unstoppable. But how
bad are Australia?” the Hindustan
Times newspaper asked.

“The image of the famed Aus-
tralian fighting spirit stood shat-
tered” after the team’s second
consecutive defeat within three
days, the newspaper added.

“This isn’t an Australian team
that fights. This is a team that
rolls over and lets the opposition

breeze past,” it said.
Six of the 10 Australian bats-

men, including Steve Smith and
David Warner’s concussion sub-
stitute Matt Renshaw, fell after
attempting cross-batted sweep
or reverse sweep shots on a
tricky turning pitch with variable

bounce.
India skipper Rohit Sharma

said the sweep had been “not a
very good option” for the visitors.

“Stepping out to the spinners
was probably the safer option,”
he said after the match.

The Indian Express newspaper
called Jadeja and Ashwin “Yin
and Yang, AC-DC, a deadly pair
that cannot be unhyphenated”
and “the world’s most deceptive
spin act”.

It is “high time they are brack-
eted among the finest bowling
tag-teams in history, like Waqar
Younis and Wasim Akram,
James Anderson and Stuart
Broad, Dennis Lillee and Jeff
Thomson,” the daily said.

Cricket commentator Harsha

Bhogle described Australia as “a
house of cards” after their sec-
ond batting collapse in succes-
sive matches.

They have “so much to worry
about and not as many options,”
Bhogle added.

Sachin Tendulkar tweeted
that Jadeja “literally ‘TURNED’
the match in our favour”.

The third Test starts on
March 1 at Indore in central India.
AFP
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Ravichandran Ashwin took six wickets in the second Test against Australia 

Ashwin,
Jadeja
hailed after
destroying
Australia

DEADLY

DUO

Sydney, Australia - Former
Australia cricket captains
Allan Border and Michael
Clarke on Monday denounced
the team’s batting perform-
ance against India, calling the
second innings collapse “pan-
icky” and ill-executed.

Spin bowler Ravindra
Jadeja had figures of 7-42 as
he tore through Australia’s
batting in the second Test to
enable India to take an unas-
sailable 2-0 lead in the four-
match series.

Australia repeatedly em-
ployed cross-bat sweep shots
on a turning Dehli wicket and
paid the price as they tumbled
to 113 all out in their second in-
nings after resuming on the
third day at 61-1.

“I’m disappointed, I’m shell-
shocked and angry about the
way we went about our work,”
Border told Fox News.

“It was a panicky, frenetic
sort of batting,” said Border,
who scored more than 11,000
Test runs and was renowned
for his tenacious batting.

Australia captain Pat Cum-
mins said the post-match
team review would look at

why his players kept employ-
ing the sweep, accelerating
their collapse. Cummins was
among Jadeja’s victims as four
Australian wickets fell for no
runs with the score on 95.

“They were all getting out
playing sweep shots, reverse
sweeps and playing just about
every ball,” said Border, 67.

“No one got in there and
tried to stem the flow with just
some good defensive cricket,”
he said. Clarke echoed Bor-
der’s criticism. “They’re not
the right conditions to sweep
when you start your innings,”
Clarke told Sky Sports radio.
“And they’re never going to be
the right conditions to reverse
sweep against the spin at the
start of your innings.”

Mandhana guides India
into Women’s T20
World Cup semi-finals

Mount Maunganui, New
Zealand - Injured fast bowler
Kyle Jamieson was on Monday
ruled out of cricket for a lengthy
spell in another blow for New
Zealand following their 267-run
first Test drubbing by England.

Coach Gary Stead confirmed
that Jamieson had been diag-
nosed with a back stress fracture
and will undergo surgery this
week, with a minimum recovery
time of four months.

The 28-year-old had been
poised to return from a long lay-
off for the Test at Mount Maun-
ganui, but could only watch as
England consigned the home
side to an eighth successive Test
without a win.

“It’s been a challenging and
difficult time for Kyle and a big
loss for us,” Stead said.

Jamieson, whose absence has
coincided with the side’s poor
run, had been “fantastic” when
part of the New Zealand team,

Stead said. “We will know more
in about three to four months
about what that end prognosis
looks like for him,” he added.

Jamieson’s pace and bounce
was missed by New Zealand,
whose inexperienced attack
struggled to contain England’s
aggressive batting in the day-
night Test at the Bay Oval.

Stead confirmed pace bowler
Matt Henry will join the squad
for the second Test starting in
Wellington on Friday. 

Problems mount for New
Zealand as Jamieson
ruled out for months

Sydney, Australia - Australia
captain Pat Cummins left the
tour of India on Monday to return
home because of a family illness,
but will return in time for next
week’s third Test.

“Pat Cummins has flown
home for personal reasons due
to a serious family illness,” said a
Cricket Australia statement.

“He will return to India later
this week to rejoin preparations
for the third Test in Indore. We
ask media to respect his privacy.”

India hold an unassailable 2-0
lead in the four-match series
after Australia lost the second

Test in Delhi by six wickets on
Sunday.

Cricket Australia announced
Monday that pace bowler Josh
Hazlewood had been ruled out of
the rest of the tour with a persist-
ent Achilles tendon injury and
would return home.

A spokesman denied Aus-
tralian media reports that injured
opening batsman David Warner
would immediately return home
after fracturing his elbow and
being concussed in the first in-
nings at Delhi.

“Just to be clear, David
Warner is not leaving the tour at

this stage,” the spokesman said.
“Any squad changes will be

announced once medical staff
and selectors finalise them.”

Australia coach Andrew Mc-
Donald had better news Monday
about Cameron Green and
Mitchell Starc.

McDonald declared all-
rounder Green 100 percent fit for
the third Test and said that Starc
was also in line to play.

Both have been recovering
from serious finger injuries and
Green was close to being avail-
able for the Delhi Test.
AFP

Australia captain Cummins flies
home, Hazlewood out of India tour 

Former captains slam
Australia’s batting
after collapse

Ravindra Jadeja took 10 wickets including seven in the second innings 

Pat Cummins 

Kyle Jamieson

Steven Smith walks back to the pavilion after his dismissal 

Gqeberha, South Africa - Smriti
Mandhana hit a career-best 87
as India beat Ireland in a rain-af-
fected match in Gqeberha on
Monday to book a semi-final
meeting with Australia in the
Women’s T20 World Cup semi-
finals.

Replying to India's imposing
155 for six, Ireland 54 for two
when rain ended play, handing
India a rain-adjusted five-run win.

A strong, swirling wind made
conditions difficult and Mand-
hana was dropped four times in
the outfield during a 56-ball in-
nings which included nine fours
and three sixes.

Shafali Verma made 24 and
helped Mandhana put on 62 for
the first wicket but both batters
struggled to time the ball, al-

though the left-handed Mand-
hana hit with authority after
reaching her second successive
half-century off 40 balls.

Indian captain Harmanpreet
Kaur, playing in her 150th T20 in-
ternational, became the fourth
player to reach 3000 runs in the
format but also lacked fluency
before being dismissed for 13 off
20 balls.

While other bowlers suffered
because of dropped changes, Ire-
land captain Laura Delany bene-
fitted from three good catches in
the deep to take three for 33.

India finished the group stage
with three wins from four
matches and will face Australia in
the semi-finals in Cape Town on
Thursday.
AFP

Ravindra Jadeja is brilliant. 
India are unstoppable. But how 
bad are Australia. The image of 
the famed Australian fighting 
spirit stood shattered 
HINDUSTAN TIMES 

Smriti Mandhana scored a career-best 87 against Ireland on Monday 

I’m disap-
pointed, I’m
shellshocked
and angry
about the way
we went about
our work 
ALLAN BORDER 
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Abu Dhabi, UAE - Oman’s Al
Faisal al Zubair, Germany’s Luca
Stolz and Austrian Martin Kon-
rad claimed sensational back-to-
back GT Class victories in the
third and fourth races of the
2023 Asian Le Mans Series at
the Yas Marina circuit in Abu
Dhabi at the weekend.

At the wheel of the Al Manar
Racing by Haupt Racing Team
Mercedes AMG GT3 running
under the Omani national flag in
the GT class, the trio won the
first race on Saturday evening by
17.875 seconds and followed
that with a repeat win against a
world class field on Sunday by
even bigger margin of 27.70 sec-
onds. 

This was a superb result for
the Sultanate of Oman and a
major boost to the Al-Manar
Racing by Haupt Racing Team
and Al Zubair himself as he con-
tinues his racing programme
throughout the 2023 season.

The Walkenhorst Motorsport
BMW M4, crewed by Chandler
Hull, Nicky Catsburg and
Thomas Merrill, had won both
races in Dubai last weekend and
second position in the second of
the Abu Dhabi races enabled
them to claim the GT Class title. 

A delighted  Al Zubair said:
“The weekend couldn’t have
gone any better with a double
win at Asian Le Mans with such

a strong grid is definitely some-
thing to be very proud of. 

“We were a little unfortunate
to miss out on the championship
after what happened in the sec-
ond race in Dubai last weekend.
Nonetheless, we did an amazing
job to secure second in the
championship and a double win
in Abu Dhabi. 

“We couldn’t have asked for
much more. We came and did

our best here. We won two
races. The car was mega and
Martin and Luca performed
amazingly. I am very happy with
the all-round performance. Yes-
terday, at the end we were man-
aging the race and today we
were pushing to open the gap. 

“We passed the car to Luca for
the final stint in a great position.
The strategy worked well. The full
course yellows helped us as well. 

“Besides that, the perform-
ance from the bronze, silver and
gold drivers was excellent. It’s
my first championship with the
ACO, which manage the World
Endurance Championship, and
it’s good to be on their radar and
to show them that we are a team
that is strong. 

“Al Manar Racing is gaining a
lot of traction and getting some
results. The Omani national an-
them and the flag flying on the
top of the podium was icing on
the cake.”

Paris, France - Tennis legend
Novak Djokovic is a week away
from another milestone after
equalling Steffi Graf’s all-time
record for most weeks spent at
number one of 377.

The 35-year-old Serbian re-
mains top of the latest ATP rank-
ings released on Monday
bringing him level with the
amount of weeks that Graf spent
as women’s world number one.

Djokovic returned to number
one spot for a seventh time after
his victory in the Australian Open

at the end of January which was
a record equalling 22nd Grand
Slam singles title.

Two former world number
ones enjoyed success at the
weekend -- Daniil Medvedev
claiming the Rotterdam title and
Carlos Alcaraz making a winning
return to the circuit in Argentina.

Medvedev’s three set victory
- his 16th career title - over Italian
Jannik Sinner sees him return to
the top 10 - he rises three spots
to eighth.
AFP

UNSTOPPABLE
AT YAS MARINA
Al Faisal al Zubair, Luca Stolz and Martin Konrad secure stunning race wins

Oman’s Al Faisal al Zubair (C) celebrates with with Germany’s Luca Stolz (L) and Austrian Martin Konrad 

Novak Djokovic

Djokovic equals Graf’s
record for weeks spent
as world number one

Muscat, Oman: Fagor FCC de-
feated Glam Homes Properties
by 72 runs in their final league
match to emerge as the champi-
ons of the Oman Cricket League
A Division powered by Khimji
Ramdas LLC.

Fagor won five of their seven
games to finish at the top of the
standings.

Opting to bat first, Fagor made
250/8 in 50 overs after fine con-
tributions from Shazaf Ali (60 of

59; 6x4,3x6) and Vinukumar CG
(55 of 52; 6x4,1x6). Nalinda P
(2/44) and Flourry MG (2/44)
were among the wickets for Glam
Homes. In response, Glam
Homes kept losing wickets at
regular intervals with only
Dileepa Srilal (58 of 75; 4x4,1x6)
making any substantial contribu-
tion. Glam Homes were bundled
out for a mere 178 in 37.5 overs. 

Fagor manager Nowfal Ray-
marakkar said, “We love getting

past nail-biting games. 
“It was a do-or-die match for

us and I am delighted the way
our captain – Parameshwaran
Shankar and the boys expressed
themselves,” he said. 

“It was an exemplary season
for us winning five out of seven
games. I thank the Oman Cricket
for providing us their extended
support and enable us to show-
case our cricketing frontier
ahead.” 

Fagor FCC bag A Division title

Los Angeles, United States - Jon
Rahm used two late birdies to
power past Max Homa for a vic-
tory in the Genesis Invitational on
Sunday that moved the Spaniard
back to number one in the world.

Spain’s Rahm grabbed his
third US PGA Tour title of 2023
after wins at the Tournament of
Champions and the American
Express in La Quinta, California.

It was his fifth win in his last
nine worldwide starts, a run that
included his third Spanish Open
triumph in October and victory in
the DP World Tour Champi-
onship in November.

Rahm was thrilled to capture a
win at Riviera Country Club, the
classic course west of downtown
Los Angeles that has produced
such champions as Ben Hogan
but where, Rahm noted, Jack
Nicklaus and Tiger Woods have
never won.

Woods, who hosted this
week’s event, was in the spotlight
as he returned to competition for
the first time since missing the
cut at the British Open.

The 15-time major champion,

still limited by the severe right leg
injuries he suffered in a February
2021 car accident, carded a final-
round 73 to finish on one-under
283, tied for 45th.

“It’s progress, but I didn’t win,”
said Woods, who reiterated that
he’s targeting the four major
championships and perhaps “a

couple” of other events this sea-
son - the most his surgically re-
paired leg will allow.

“It certainly was a little bit
more difficult than I probably let
on,” added Woods, who goes
through an elaborate ice-bath re-
covery protocol between each
round to allow him to continue.

Rahm wins Genesis Invitational
to return to World No 1

Jon Rahm of Spain celebrates with his wife, Kelley, and their two sons,

Eneko and Kepa, after winning The Genesis Invitational on Sunday (AFP)

Fagor FCC players look a happy bunch after their triumph 

Al Faisal al Zubair in action at the Yas Marina circuit in Abu Dhabi 
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Available 2100 sq meter best in class 

Warehouse cum office Space,

fully furnished ready to use, Located at
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I
t is a Thursday evening, and
the young audience crammed
into a concert hall in South
Sudan's capital city is howling

with laughter as a comedian
lands his closing punchline.

"South Sudan got what?"
shouts the host, Isaac Anthony
Lumori, at the full house for a
weekly comedy night that's be-
come one of Juba's most popular
entertainment fixtures.

"Talent!" roars the crowd,
mostly in their late teens and 20s
munching popcorn and ice
cream, dressed in their best for a
fun night out.

Kilkilu Ana Comedy Show set
out to achieve the seemingly im-
possible in South Sudan: getting
people to laugh as civil war tore
the newly-independent nation
apart. But comedy, and other
performing arts, found fertile
ground in the traumatised young
country, even as space for free
expression and dissent have
shrunk elsewhere.

Stand-up acts, poetry read-
ings and music shows have no
trouble drawing crowds eager for
distraction and solace - or a rare
chance to poke fun at those in
power.

"I use these jokes to make
them smile, to heal them from
the trauma that they went
through," Kuech Deng Atem, a
former child soldier turned co-
median, told AFP. 

"I also use it as a medicine for
myself," said the 28-year-old,
who is known on stage as Wokil
Jeesh Commando.

Smile again
Crowds start arriving at Kilkilu
Ana well before the first act, pay-
ing US$1.40 for entry. Lumori, an
event promoter better known as

MC Lumoex, says they can sell
2,000 tickets on a good night.

"Every Thursday we try to
come out," said Amiok Kuer, a
26-year-old who attended with
three friends, and occasionally
sings between skits. "People re-
ally need to have some time to
relax."

When it kicked off in May
2014, Lumori worried the night
would flop.

South Sudan had no experi-
ence with stand-up comedy and
at the time, there seemed little to
laugh about.

Just a few months earlier, the
country had exploded into hor-
rific bloodshed that pitted neigh-
bour against neighbour and
drove millions of people over the
border. Lumori - who fled to
Uganda - returned to Juba and
found a city scarred and broken.

"So many people lost their
loved ones," 43-year-old Lumori
said. "We thought may be we
could restore love, could restore
laughter. People should smile
again."

Growing scene
Some of the country's best-
known comedians have cut their
teeth on the Kilkilu Ana stage,
and the scene has matured in re-
cent years.

"Every Thursday you come
here, these people are hungry for
new jokes. You just can't come
with the jokes you did last week,"

said Hakim James, a 22-year-co-
median known as Sultan Kimo.
"It isn't easy. South Sudanese
have started to know what com-
edy is."

Today Kilkilu Ana is hardly the
only show in town and Juba is
even hosting an international
comedy festival in April for the
second year running.

"South Sudanese, in general,
are funny," said Emmanuel Jal,
the country's most successful
musician and well-known inter-
nationally. "If you could find how
they integrate their jokes into
events, you'd be amazed."

Comedy has taken off as
room for free speech has con-
stricted, said Nelson Kwaje, who
founded a creative space in Juba
in late 2020.

The country's media and civil
society groups are tightly con-
trolled, and taking out a camera
in Juba without permission at-
tracts immediate trouble.

Some subjects are no laugh-
ing matter. In January, six jour-
nalists were arrested after a
video surfaced showing the
country's President Salva Kiir ap-
parently urinating on himself.

Power of laughter
Comedians have been able to
push boundaries about war,
tribal divisions, corruption and
poor governance - all hot-button
issues in the heavily-policed
state.

In a skit this month, Atem
joked about South Sudan's
schools being broke and teach-
ers underpaid at a high-profile
event where the country's edu-
cation minister was guest of 
honour.

"I think some time back, that
would not have been feasible.
But now it is," Kwaje, whose
venue Scenius Hub hosted the
event, said.

"I do have concerns. But in
South Sudan, the lines in the
sand are not very clear about
what is allowed and what is
not”

Akau Jambo, South Sudan's
highest-profile comedian, said,
“A society that doesn't ask
questions is a society that isn't
going to go anywhere," he said,
from Australia, where he is
touring at comedy festivals. "It's
important for us to find ways
through our tragic times, and
that's the role artists can play...
That is the power of comedy."
AFP
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A society that 
doesn’t ask ques-
tions is a society
that isn't going to
go anywhere. It’s
important for us to
find ways through
our tragic times
AkAu JAmbo

South Sudan'S comedianS
tap the power of laughter
to help the populace
forget their woeS and the
ScarS of civil war

Power of
comedy

South Sudanese comedian David Lodiong (3rd L)
imitates Pope Francis during his performance, at the

Kilkilu Ana Comedy Show in Juba The besT medicine

South Sudanese comedian Jora, performs at the Kilkilu Ana Comedy Show in Juba 



A
gut-wrenching war movie
from Germany and pitch-
black Irish comedy were
the big winners as British

cinema handed out its annual BaFTa
awards on Sunday, with less than a
month to go to the Oscars.

With 14 nods, German director Ed-
ward Berger's all Quiet on the West-
ern Front started the night as the joint
most-nominated foreign-language
film in the 76 year history of the
British academy of Film and Televi-
sion arts (BaFTa).

The netflix drama triumphed with
seven awards, including best film and
best director for Berger, as well as
original score and cinematography, in
the buildup to the academy awards
on March 12.

Berger credited his daughter
Matilda for turning his 'doubts into
trust', after she told him he had to
make a movie of Erich Maria Remar-
que's powerful 1929 novel, which she
was reading in school.

Producer Malte Grunert said the
British plaudits for a German-lan-
guage film were 'just incredible', and
it has also amassed nine Oscar nomi-
nations.

With a nod to modern-day con-
flicts including Russia's invasion of
Ukraine, he said that the film and
novel showed that 'war is anything
but an adventure'.

The German movie had tied with
ang Lee's martial arts drama Crouch-
ing Tiger, Hidden dragon, co-starring
Michelle Yeoh, which also earned 14
BaFTa nominations in 2001.

Yeoh was nominated for best ac-
tress this year as a worn-down laun-
dromat owner who transforms into a
high-kicking heroine, in the wildly in-
ventive Everything Everywhere all at
Once.

Yeoh's kung-fu science-fiction film
received 10 BaFTa nominations, but
only won one, for editing. She lost out
to Cate Blanchett for her portrayal of
a troubled classical music conductor
in Tar.

"This is extraordinary. I didn't pre-
pare anything (to say) because it's
been such an extraordinary year for
women," the australian actress said,
convinced that the award would go to
one of her fellow nominees.

Making sadness fun
also on 10 nominations, but faring far
better in London, was the Irish tragi-
comedy The Banshees of Inisherin,
co-starring Colin Farrell and Brendan
Gleeson.

Its four wins included best support-
ing actor for Barry Keoghan and best
supporting actress for Kerry Condon
- who at first was not given the prize
after a miscommunication on stage.

Banshees director Martin Mcdon-
agh, one of the rare UK nominees for
this year's top gongs, did win 'Best
British film' despite the heavily Irish
profile of Banshees, and best original
screenplay.

"Making a sad film shouldn't be so
much fun," he said.

Beating out the favourite Farrell, US
actor austin Butler won the leading
actor prize for his all-out portrayal of
the king of rock and roll in Elvis.

"This means the world to me," But-
ler told the ceremony, still using the
Presley drawl that he learned for Baz
Luhrmann's movie.

Kremlin critic 'banned'
The awards suffered controversy two
years ago when BaFTa gave a life-
time achievement award to British
actor and producer noel Clarke, only
for a series of sexual misconduct alle-
gations to emerge against him.

This time, Bulgarian investigative
journalist and Kremlin critic Christo
Grozev said he has was 'banned' from
attending the awards, where a film
about dissident alexei navalny won
best documentary.

Grozev, who is credited with help-
ing to reveal a plot to kill navalny, ap-
pears in the documentary. He
tweeted 'Wow' after the prize was an-
nounced.

"He is such an important part of
this film, so it's very sad for us that he
is not here," producer Odessa Rae
told reporters at the awards.

London's Metropolitan police said
only that "some journalists face the
hostile intentions of foreign states
whilst in the UK," while BaFTa said
the safety of its guests and staff was
a priority.

Blue ribbons
BaFTa also faced criticism for over-
looking women. Only Gina Prince-
Bythewood, was nominated for best
director, for The Woman King - one
more than the Oscars managed.
Berger, Farrell, Blanchett and Jamie

Lee Curtis were among many atten-
dees who wore blue ribbons on their
suits and gowns in support of refu-
gees. The gesture came after many
people were displaced by earthqua-
kes in Turkey/Syria, ahead of the one-
year anniversary of the Ukraine war.
AFP
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BAFTA AwArds

War 
and

conflict
triumph

'All Quiet' And 
'BAnshees' 

hog the limelight At the 
76th British AcAdemy of

film And television 
Arts AwArds

(L-R) British movie producer Pete Czernin,

British movie producer Graham Broadbent,

Irish actress Kerry Condon and British-Irish

screenwriter and movie director Martin

McDonagh pose with their awards for The

Banshees of Inisherin 

This is extraordinary. I didn’t prepare anything (to say)
because it's been such an extraordinary year for women
Michelle Yeoh

US actor Austin Butler poses

with the award for ‘Best leading

actor’ for his role in Elvis 

US-Australian

actress Cate

Blanchett poses

with the award

for ‘Best leading

actress’ for her

role in Tar 

Britain's Prince William, Prince of Wales  and Britain's Catherine, Princess of Wales speak to guests as they take their seats ahead of 

the BAFTA British Academy Film Awards at the Royal Festival Hall, Southbank Centre, in London, on February 19


