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20 Rabi al Awal 1444 AH

SUNDAY

HM GREETS PRESIDENT OF AUSTRIAOMAN’S  SUMAYA FIRST 
ARAB WOMAN TO WIN 
STARS OF SCIENCE

MUSCAT:  His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik has sent a cable of congratulations to 
Dr. Alexander Van der Bellen, President of 
Austria on his re-election as his country’s 
president for the second term. In his cable, 
His Majesty the Sultan expressed his sincere
greetings and wishes of success to the 
president and for his country’s people further 
progress and prosperity and the friendship 
and cooperation between the two countries 
further development and progress. -ONA

Sumaya bint Said Al Siyabi
became a much-acclaimed fi guree 
in the Sultanate of Oman on 
Friday after news broke out that
this Omani innovator had won
the top honours at the prestigiouus
Stars of Science programme. >A3

HM’S DIRECTIVES 
ON NET ZERO CARBON 
EMISSIONS WELCOMED 

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The recent decision
by His Majesty Sultan Haitham
bin Tarik to set up Oman Sustain-
ability Centre and declare 2050
as the deadline for net zero car-
bon emission by the Sultanate of 
Oman is a “huge step in the right
direction.”

Experts and businessmen have
also welcomed His Majesty’s
stamp of approval to the new la-
bour law that is expected to boost
investment in the country.

Speaking to Times of Oman, Dr.
Abdullah Al Amri, Chairman of the
Environment Authority (EA), said:

“Oman, as per the Paris Agree-
ment, is committed to reducing 
carbon emission in the country. 
We are serious in our eff orts to 
save the global environment. Glob-
al warming is aff ecting the world 
and the decision to make Oman a 
net zero carbon emission country 
by 2050 is a step in the right di-
rection. We are already focusing 
on renewable energy projects in 
Oman.”

He added: “Most countries have 
chosen the year 2050 for carbon 
neutrality, including the Sultan-
ate of Oman and, we will strive to 
achieve this and ensure that we 
reach our goal.” >A4
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WORLD
Turkey mishap kills 14

2
A coal mine blast in 
Turkey has left 14 workers 
dead, the country’s

interior minister said. >A7

MARKET
Bank Muscat profit up

3
Bank Muscat posted a net
profi t of OMR148.29mn
for the nine months ended 

30 September. >B1

OMAN
Times Inter School Quiz finals on Oct. 28-29

1
The wait for the popular Times of Oman/Al Shabiba Inter School 
Quiz is almost over. The fi nals of Oman’s most sought-after inter-
school quiz event will be held on October 28-29. >A3

T O P  T H R E E  I N S I D E  S T O R I E S

Women as partners 

in Oman’s progress
MUSCAT: In recognition of the 
women’s key role in the renewed 
renaissance of the Sultanate of 
Oman led by His Majesty Sultan 
Haitham bin Tarik, Monday, 17th 
October will be celebrated as the 
Omani Women’s Day (OWD). 

The theme of the celebrations 
will be ‘Women are partners in 
development’ recognising their 
increasing role in the growth of 
the Sultanate in all spheres.

This role of the women has 
been made possible by the Royal 
keenness to ensure the rights of 
women guaranteeing them by 
law. It is by this enabling atmos-
phere that women have contin-
ued to be partners in creation 
of an inspiring condition for a 
bright and sustainable future at 
all levels and, at the time, exer-
cised her role in the various do-

mains and fi elds to achieve the 
goals of development.

Her Highness the Honour-
able Lady Assayida Ahd Abdul-
lah Hamed Al Busaidi, Spouse 
of the Sultan of His Majesty the 
Sultan, has reaffi  rmed and valued 
on various occasions the great ef-
forts of the Omani women in es-
tablishing and supporting their 
familes and for social, national 
and humanitarian contributions 
in various fi elds.

The number of Omani women 
holding general education di-
ploma amounts to 313,745, while 
holders of higher education di-
ploma amounts to 53,232 and 
holders of bachelors’ degree and 
above amounts to 152,422, ac-
cording to the statistics of the 
National Centre for Statistics 
and Information for 2021. >A4

R E N E W E D  R E N A I S S A N C E

Dr. Abdullah Al Amri, Chairman 

of the Environment Authority

A L  M O U JA L M O U J

Salma Ali Al Hashmi awarded

Knighthood by the President of Italy
MUSCAT: Salma Ali Al Hashmi,
Board Member of the Omani-Ital-
ian Friendship Association, re-
ceived the highly prestigious deco-
ration of Knight of the Order of the
Star of Italy.

This esteemed order of chivalry is
bestowed by decree of the President
of the Italian Republic, on the rec-
ommendation of Italy’s Minister
of Foreign Affairs, in acknowledg-
ment of those individuals who have
achieved extraordinary results
in the preservation and promo-
tion of bilateral relations between
Italy and other nations. Her Excel-
lency Federica Favi, Italian Am-
bassador to Oman, presented the
Knighthood, on behalf of the Ital-
ian President saying: “We are de-
lighted to recognise the significant
and enduring contribution Mrs Al
Hashmi has made to strengthen-
ing the social, cultural, sporting and
business ties between Italy and the
Sultanate.”

Mrs Al Hashmi, Vice President of 
Marketing at Al Mouj Muscat SAOC
and a Board Member of the Mazoon
Dairy Company, has drawn on her
considerable business acumen to
create new networking, information
exchange and investment oppor-
tunities for the benefi t of both na-
tions. Beyond her work with Omani-
Italian Friendship Association, Mrs
Al Hashmi has been instrumental
in establishing several successful
initiatives, ranging from youth ex-
change programmes to fund raising 
for pandemic research at an insti-
tute in Rome, and establishing op-

portunities for bilateral trade.
Commenting on the award, Mrs Al

Hashmi said: “I am deeply honoured
to have been awarded the deco-
ration of the Order of the Star of 
Italy. It has been a great privilege
to be able to contribute to the com-
mercial and cultural exchange and
fruitful cooperation between our
two great nations. 

“I very much look forward to
building on this valuable relation-
ship, as we continue to foster ben-
efi cial opportunities for our youth,
our business communities and our
cultural institutions.”

A L  M O U J
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OMAN
Dhuhr.............................................11:58pm

Asr......................................................3:17pm

Maghrib........................................5:46pm

Isha...................................................6:56pm 

Fajr (Tomorrow) .................... 4:49am

IPU summit focuses on  
women’s leadership and 
political participation

p

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Council of Oman 
concluded its participation in 
the meetings of the 145th Gen-
eral Assembly of the Inter-Par-
liamentary Union (IPU), held in 
Kigali, Rwanda from 11 to 14 Oc-
tober. 

The meeting stressed the sig-
nifi cance of empowering women 
at the parliaments, confront-
ing the challenges facing youth 
in the parliamentary councils 
and establishing associations 
between the local communities 
and economy for achievement of 
comprehensive sustainable de-
velopment.

The meetings saw the partici-
pation of over 10,000 representa-
tives from the various regional 
and international parliaments 
who discussed the latest devel-
opments and issues related to 
sustainable development, hu-

man rights, international peace 
and security, the UN issues and 
the causes of women and youth 
among other issues.

The Council of Oman has ac-
tively participated in the meet-
ings of the General Assembly, the 
210th session of the Governing 
Council of the Inter-Parliamen-
tary Union and the meetings of 
the Executive Committee and the 
permanent and specialised com-
mittees through fi ve consecutive 
days in Kigali.

The Council participated in 
the activities of the meetings of 
the permanent committee of the 
145th General Assembly of the  
Inter-Parliamentary Union and 
the 34th session of the Forum of  
Women Parliamentarians, which 
discussed the role of the parlia-
ments in provision of further 
support to empower women.

I N T E R - P A R L I A M E N T A R Y  U N I O N

Full story @ timesofoman.com/oman
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Nurture curiosity to learn: Pickbrain
Times/Al Shabiba Inter School Quiz fi nals on October 28-29
Times News Service

MUSCAT: The wait of school-
children for the popular Times of 
Oman/Al Shabiba Inter School Quiz 
is almost over. Come October 28-29, 
the fi nals of Oman’s most sought-
after inter-school quiz event will 
be held at the City Amphitheatre, 
Qurum, and the man who would be 
conducting the English Quiz will be 
one of most loved quizmasters, Giri 
‘Pickbrain’ Balasubramaniam.

The Times of Oman/ Al Shabiba 
Inter School Quiz is one of the larg-
est and most popular educational 
events in Oman and there has been 
a huge interest among the quiz-lov-
ing students in the schools here.

Orbit Events is organising the 
event and to encourage maximum 
participation, it has off ered mock 
question sets to the interested 
participants. Ahead of the event, 
renowned quizmaster Giri ‘Pick-
brain’ Balasubramaniam spoke at 
length and said that “eff orts should 
be made to nurture the curiosity to 
learn among students.”

Pickbrain has been the face of 
the Times of Oman Quiz for past 
many years and students look for-
ward to interacting with him.

The forthcoming edition of 
the inter-school quiz will feature 
many international schools, In-
dian schools and Omani private 
bi-lingual schools. Excerpts of the 
interview with Giri ‘Pickbrain’ 
Balasubramaniam:

Q: Can we prepare for quiz-
zes as we prepare for an exam?

A: Please don’t do that. A quiz is 
a fun activity that tests your aware-
ness of what is happening in the 
world. If you read a newspaper, 
watch TV, are on the internet then 
that is enough to take part.

Q: How and what should they 
do to equip themselves with the 
knowledge required to win a 
quiz?

A: Taking part in itself is a form
of starting a learning process. 
Never play a game to win, play to 
enjoy the game. Once a school or 
a child starts taking part you start 
improving and over time you win.

Q: It is generally believed 

that quiz is a game for toppers. 
Is that really so?

A: This is a common myth. In 
fact, in our decades of experience 
at hosting quiz shows, we fi nd sev-
eral students who are NOT neces-
sarily toppers doing well at such 
shows. This is also because they 
tend to have more varied interests 
like sports, movies, gaming and 
spend a lot of time on the internet.  
This actually helps them have a de-
cent knowledge of the world, which 
comes handy at such quiz shows.

Q: With so many interna-
tional and Omani schools par-
ticipating, will the format and 
questions for the quiz being 
held in Oman be diff erent?

A: Yes, absolutely. We fully un-
derstand that the sport of quizzing 
is new to the Omani schools. The 
rounds will be more like game show 
with aided questions. Most of the 
research is based on news items 
that appear in the newspaper. It is 
largely a current aff airs based quiz, 
though a current incident can lead 
to a historical reference.  The entire 
quiz will also be in Arabic, hosted 
by a quizmaster who is from Oman, 
Faiz Al Mamari to ensure the chil-
dren are comfortable with the lan-
guage and accent.

Q: How does quizzing help 
students?

A: Quizzing is one of the best 
ways to develop curiosity among 

children. Curiosity is the fuel for 
innovation as it ignites the power 
of questioning. Quizzing is also a 
fun way to learn new things, be it 
about the world we live in or about 
your subjects at school. A quiz like 
this one, helps you comprehend 
the world we live in better.

Q: These days, when students 
apply to international colleges 
for higher education, they ask 
for several co-scholastic certifi -
cates. Does being an avid quizz-
er or a certifi cate of participa-
tion in a mega quiz event help?

A: Absolutely yes. In fact, stu-
dents with such co-scholastic in-
terests are preferred by universities 
across the world. Marks alone are 
not enough in the modern world 
we live in. Institutions in the higher 
education domain are looking for 
students who are versatile and can 
be problem solvers in a futuristic 
world. Aspects like quizzing interest 
are a big plus point on the profi le of a 
child as it is indicative of a continu-
ous learning interest and interest 
beyond their academic boundaries.

Q: As one of the most cel-
ebrated quizmasters, what 
advice do you give to schools, 
students and parents?

A: My advice is simple. As par-
ents and educators, it is our duty to 
provide our children with as many 
learning experiences as possible 
and to provide them a wide hori-

zon of perspectives through that 
learning. Let us accept one reality. 
The jobs of the future that our chil-
dren will engage in, do not exist as 
on date. So, we must focus on the 
learning experience and nurture 
the curiosity to learn.

Q: Do you recommend that 
schools must have a Quiz Club? 
How would it help?

A: Surely, this is a great idea. 
Let me give an example. I was at a 
school in Singapore a few years ago 
and I spoke of how quiz clubs can 
help with nurturing of classroom 
learning, innovation, discussion 
on current trends and so on. The 
school took it up a little diff erently 
and started a ‘Curiosity Club’. Over 
time these students were discuss-
ing various topics and in two years 
they won many quizzes, just be-
cause the spectrum of knowledge 
had become wider.

Q: How has been your experi-
ence with the quizzes that you 
have conducted in Oman?

A: It is well documented that I 
have been overwhelmed with the 
talent I have seen at Oman. In fact, 
the Arabic language quiz in 2019 
was also way higher in terms of 
competitiveness and speed of re-
sponse than what we thought it 
would be. The other aspect is the 
way the quiz itself is organised like 
a Wimbledon. It just does not get 
bigger than this.

Q: Finally, what is your ad-
vice to the students?

A: Have fun and never miss an 
opportunity to have fun. This quiz 
is one such opportunity, so grab 
it and take part. Only two things 
happen, either you win and learn 
or you learn. The funny part is you 
don’t know how good you are until 
you take part. Either way you ben-
efi t and end up having fun.

PUCK are the presenters for this 
event. And it is supported by Zynova 
(Oman Pharma), Milano by Danube, 
AV Partners – AudioTech, Produc-
tion Partners – Alphabetic Graphics, 
Water Partner – Oman Oasis – Mai 
Alkaline, Gift Partners – MRT Gifts, 
Print Partners – Mazzon Printing, 
Publishing & Packaging, Strategic 
Partners – Muscat College.

Q U I Z Z I N G

Oman’s Sumaya 

becomes fi rst Arab

woman to win 

Stars of Science 

programme

DOHA: Sumaya bint Said Al Si-
yabi became a much-acclaimed 
fi gure in the Sultanate of Oman on 
Friday after news broke out that 
this Omani innovator had won 
the top honours at the prestigious 
Stars of Science programme.

This is the fi rst time that an 
Arab woman has won the fi rst 
prize in the Stars of Science pro-
gramme, organised by the Qatar 
Foundation for Education, Sci-
ence and Community Develop-
ment. Sumaya, who works at the 
Sultan Qaboos University, won 
the prize at the 14th edition of 
the Stars of Science programme 
for her innovation in the envi-
ronmental fi eld, ‘Bio-analysis of 
microplastics in a new way of bi-
ology and nanotechnology’

In the various stages of the 
prize programme, the Omani in-
novator was able to overcome 
several challenges and won the 
votes of the programme jury sev-
eral times, to be able to progress 
through the stages and reach the 
fi nal stage.  Sumaya’s entry into 
the fi nal was also the fi rst time 
that a woman scientist from GCC 
had reached that level.

Sumaya bagged the fi rst place 
with a total of 82.3 points, while 
the Jordanian Noureddin Al-Diri 
came in second with 38.9 points 
and the Libyan Shatha bin Nabih 
came in third with 33.8 points, 
according to the Oman News 
Agency (ONA). The top prize for 
Sumaya was US$300,000 to im-
plement her project.

Speaking to the ONA, Sumaya 
said: “This coronation came as 
a result of the great support of 
various government and private 
institutions and members of the 
Omani society and from the Gulf 
and Arab countries through vot-
ing. I thank them all and I am 

happy that I was able to prove the
importance of scientifi c innova-
tion and its role in preserving the
environment and the health of 
the human being.”

Sumaya hoped that her project
would be implemented at the local
and global levels to benefi t from
it and will open new horizons for
environmental protection. She
called for support for her project
by all concerned authorities in the
Sultanate of Oman. Sumaya had
worked for the past two years on
this project at the Sultan Qaboos
University. The scientifi c innova-
tion of Sumaya off ers a promising 
solution to eliminate and dispose
of microplastics in a safe and en-
vironmentally friendly manner
using microbial confi nement and
a nano-ZnO catalyst.

Stars of Science is one of the
leading programmes in the Arab
world and focuses on innovation
to support and encourage aspiring 
entrepreneurs in the fi eld of sci-
ence and technology in the region.
The idea is to allow the evaluation
and development of innovations
by progressing through several
competitive rounds to qualify for
the fi nal qualifi cation stage of the
programme. - ONA

A C H I E V E R

Sumaya bint Said Al Siyabi

Quizmaster Giri ‘Pickbrain’ Balasubramaniam.

Minister of Health

heads for World 

Health Summit
Times News Service

MUSCAT: His Excellency Dr. 
Hilal bin Ali Al-Sabti, Minister 
of Health, left the country on Sat-
urday to head the Sultanate of 
Oman’s delegation at the World 
Health Summit, which will be 
conducted from 16 – 18 October 
in the Federal Republic of Ger-
many, Berlin.

The World Health Summit has 
become one of the most important 
gatherings on global health. With 
the World Health Organization, 
this year’s Summit will focus on 
the commitment to global public 
goods, health equity, strong mul-
tilateral action for global health, 
and sharing scientifi c develop-
ment and innovation.

The Summit will engage an 
even broader group of multisec-
toral actors and signifi cantly in-
crease the participation from low- 
and middle-income countries. 
This year’s World Health Sum-
mit will address global risks and 
threats, such as climate change 
and ecosystem degradation, as 
well as epidemics, natural and hu-
man-created disasters, confl icts, 
and violence. It will also focus on 
the game changers such as digi-
tal transformation and new ap-

proaches to investment in health.
Furthermore, the Summit will

explore challenges of provid-
ing universal health coverage,
ensuring smarter surveillance,
and building resilient health sys-
tems. It will highlight the need for
strong political commitment and
multisectoral action.

It is worth mentioning that the
Sultanate of Oman will deliver
a speech about the global initia-
tive of Health for Peace. This ini-
tiative was proposed by the Sul-
tanate of Oman in partnership
with Switzerland and the World
Health Organization. It made
achievements at the country, re-
gional and global levels. 

G L O B A L  M E E T I N G

His Excellency Dr. Hilal bin Ali 

Al-Sabti, Minister of Health
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The number of Omani 
women (aged 15+) 
working in the gov-
ernment sector stands 

at 89,164 and those working in 
the private and family sectors at 
126,737. The number of Omani 
women’s associations amounts 
to 64 associations with 8,483 
members. The number of Omani 
women benefi ting from social 
insurance system amounts to 
86,633 representing 67% of the 
total benefi ciaries. 

Sayyidah Dr. Noor bint Bader 
Al Busaidi, Director of National 
Diabetes and Endocrine Cen-
tre and chairperson of Oman 
Diabetes Association said the 
Omani Women’s Day is a rec-
ognition of the contributions of 
the Omani women in various 
economic, health, education, 
administrative and sports fi elds 
where she has succeeded and 
made a diff erence in the society 
or represented the Sultanate on 
the regional arena and inter-
national competitions and has 
won prizes and awards. It also 

represents a recognition of her 
role in the development march. 
Despite the challenges she faces 
and her family commitments, 
the Omani woman has managed 
to overcome such challenges and 
obstacles and to excel regardless 
of the fi eld where she is involved, 
she added.

Dr. A’isha bint Khalifa Al Ki-
yomi, Specialist in Vocational 
Education and Rehabilitation of 
the Disabled and Vice Chairper-
son of the  Gulf Disability Soci-
ety said the Omani woman has 
played a leading role in all fi elds. 
The celebration of the Omani 
Women’s Day is a realisation of 
the signifi cance of women’s par-
ticipation at all levels in form-
ing the present and future of the 
country along with men.

Dr. Sihambint Salim Al Sinani, 
Sr. Consultant of Pediatric, gas-
troenterology, hepatology and 
nutrition and Vice President 
for Professional Competency at 
Oman Medical Specialty Board 
said the Government of Oman 
has made available to the Omani 

woman all capabilities in order
that she plays her role in com-
prehensive and sustainable de-
velopment in various fi elds. The
Omani woman has made her
presence felt in the international
arena and in the local, regional
and international scientifi c,
academic, economic fi elds, she
added. Jamilah Al Bakhli, Sen-
ior Project Director at Oman Air
said the government has made
available the motivating envi-
ronment for the Omani woman
to work in the private sector and
for being a partner in develop-
ment through the key logistics
sectors which require high-level
competence and skills.

Engineer Sihambint Ahmed 
Al Harthy, CEO and Founder
of Siham Development and In-
vestment Company said that
celebrating the OWD is an op-
portunity to honour the Omani
woman and voice thanks and
appreciation from late Sultan
Qaboos bin Said for the eff orts
extended by the Omani women
in the renaissance march. — ONA

O M A N I  W O M E N ’ S  D A Y

in various sectors praised

National plan drafted to improve environment performance
Alkesh Joshi, Partner, 
MENA Energy & Sus-
tainability Tax Leader 
at EY, said: “Oman’s 

commitment to net zero emissions 
by 2050 is a huge step in the right 
direction as it also aligns well with 
the Paris Agreement in reducing 
carbon emissions and hopefully 
stop the earth from overheating.

“This really means that we will 
have to fi nd ways to reach negative 
emissions. One of the many ways 
to achieve this is by way of having 
lots of trees around.

“The European Commission 
countries have already begun with 
legislations to achieve net zero 
emission by 2050. Some of them 
have already put in place plans to 
achieve net zero emissions earlier 
than 2050. “This commitment of 
Oman to become net zero emitter 
by 2050 will create a whole host 
of career opportunities for our 
young people. Our commitments 
will also ensure that we continue 
to have access to the green funding 
sources as well.”

Oman Sustainability Centre
As part of Royal attention to im-
prove environment performance 
and alleviate the impact of climate 
change, a national plan has been 
drafted, along with the setting up 
of Oman Sustainability Centre to 
supervise and follow-up on of zero 
carbon emission plans and pro-
grammes.

His Majesty the Sultan gave di-
rectives to all units of the state’s 

administrative apparatus to co-
operate and ensure the success of 
this national plan.

Labour laws
On the new labour law, which will 
come into force soon, Joshi said: 
“It is an excellent step and has 
been expected for a while. The pro-
visions of the new labour law are 
expected to be people and employ-
er friendly. We will have to wait for 

the fi ner details to be made avail-
able. The law is expected to protect 
the interests of employees and em-
ployers. This step will surely con-
tribute towards an improvement 
in the ease of doing business rank-
ings for Oman.”

Redha Mehdi Al Lawati, a Mus-
cat-based businessman, said the 
new labour law is eagerly awaited.

“This law is being eagerly 
awaited including companies, in-

stitutions, citizens, businessmen,
workers and job seekers. We hope
that all the features of the law will
take into account the rights of citi-
zens, companies and institutions.
I hope the law will boost invest-
ments in the Sultanate.”

He added: “His Majesty Sultan
Haitham’s address to the Council
of Ministers last week was im-
portant and his comments on the
labour law were among the major
highlights. We know that one of 
the main attractions for foreign
investors is a friendly labour law
of a country.  Oman has a huge po-
tential to bring in investment in
the oil, tourism and infrastructure
sectors.”

Al Lawati said: “The current la-
bour law doesn’t diff erentiate be-
tween an owner who has invested
OMR 100 million or OMR 10,000.
This is unfair as entrepreneurs
who have made huge investments
will naturally expect more from
the government with regard to the
labour situation in their company.”

Al Lawati hopes that the new la-

bour law will be in line with Oman
Vision 2040.

“The current labour law is cer-
tainly not in line with Oman Vi-
sion 2040. In fact, the current law
impedes the policies of Oman Vi-
sion 2040. I hope with the new
labour law coming into force, the
situation would be more condu-
cive to investment opportunities
in Oman.”

Another expatriate investor, 
Manoj Didwania, said: “The new
labour law reforms are the need
of the hour and they would com-
plement Oman’s 2040 Vision of 
‘Sustained Prosperity’. We expect
that skills and performance-based
remunerations will be emphasized
in the new law. 

“This would not only ease the 
obligations from the existing 
businesses but certainly encour-
age new ventures from across the
world. Omani youth are ambitious
and would certainly take up the
opportunities and meet the chal-
lenges as enshrined in the pro-
posed new labour law.”

Z E R O  C A R B O N  E M I S S I O N  P L A N S
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Alkesh Joshi Redha Mehdi Al Lawati Manoj Didwania

Royal Cavalry wins 

fi rst, second places 

in French race

PARIS: The Royal Cavalry se-
cured the fi rst place and second 
place in the International Endur-
ance Race of Fontainebleau in 
France.
The race was organised by the 
International Equestrian Federa-
tion for 103 kilometres.

The race comprised four stag-
es; the fi rst of which was for 27 
kilometres, the second for 30 
kilometres, the third for 24 kilo-
metres and the fourth stage for 22 
kilometres.

Tough competition
The race has seen tough competi-
tion among the participants at all 

stages. The Royal Cavalry bagged 
the fi rst place with horse rider be-
ing Hisham Al Farsi (Horse Kara) 
and the second place by horse 
rider Hussain Al Farsi (Horse 
Funshadow). 

The third place was secured by 
Sheikh Issa bin Faisal Al Khalifa 
from Bahrain.

65 horse riders
The race saw the participation of 
65 horse riders from 14 countries;
which are the Sultanate of Oman,
France, Bahrain, UAE, Switzer-
land, Spain, Argentine, Portugal,
Italy, Belgium, Germany, USA,
the Netherlands and Britain. —ONA

F O N T A I N E B L E A U

BRING LAURELS: The race comprised four stages; the fi rst of 

which was for 27 kilometres, the second for 30 kilometres, the 

third for 24 kilometres and the fourth stage for 22 kilometres.

Six-day Oman Science 
Festival concludes

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Under the patronage of 
Majid bin Said Al Bahri, Undersec-
retary of the Ministry of Education
for Financial and Administrative
Aff airs, the activities of the Oman
Science Festival 2022 concluded
on Saturday at Oman Convection
and Exhibition Centre

The exhibition saw six days of 
more than 450 activities in 70 cor-
ners, with the participation of 110
government, private, military, and
civil institutions.

The concluding ceremony be-
gan with a panoramic fi lm on the
festival and its visitors’ interacting 
with the activities in all of the fes-
tival’s corners.

After that, Dr. Khamis bin Ab-
dullah Ambosaidi, Undersecretary 
of the Ministry of Education for
Education, Chairman of the Main
Committee of Oman Science Festi-
val delivered the Ministry’s speech
in which he expressed thanks and
gratitude to all the 32 sponsoring 
committees and institution, and
the 104 institutions of education,
higher education, private and gov-
ernmental, and societal.

He also expressed gratitude to
all volunteers in the festival. A sec-

ond panoramic fi lm was showed 
on the passion of visitors for sci-
ence and their interaction with the 
participants in the corners of the 
festival.  

Majid bin Said Al Bahri, Un-
dersecretary of the Ministry of 
Education for Financial and Ad-
ministrative Aff airs, sponsor of the 
ceremony, honoured participating 
committees and institutions and 
sponsors of the festival’s activities. 

At the end of the ceremony, a 
concluding fi lm was shown that 
showcased activities of the festival 
on the course of its six days.

In the fi nal day of the festival, Dr. 
Abdullah bin Khamis Ambosaidi, 
Undersecretary of the Ministry 
of Education for Education, spon-
sored the honouring ceremony of 
the winners of Oman Information 
Olympiad for programming, with 
the presence of Dr. Ali bin Amer Al 
Shidhani, Undersecretary of Infor-
mation Technology at the Ministry 
of Transportation, Communica-

tion, and Information Technology,
at the Ahmed bin Majid Theatre.

The Oman Information Olym-
piad for Programming is an an-
nual competition in programming 
that targets school students grades
7-12 in goal of motivating them to
consider computer sciences and
information technology majors.
Students’ participation in this
competition is dependent on two
factors, the fi rst being the students’
skill level in procedural program-
ming using one of the sophisticat-
ed programing languages and the
second being their skill in problem
solving such as rational thinking in
designing algorithms and turning 
them into programming. 

During the six days of the fes-
tival, 144 students competed in
the second tournament in which
they were divided into four groups
consisting of 36 students. Nine
students were qualifi ed from each
group to compete in the fi nale of 
which the top ten were honoured

the winning places at the ceremo-
ny.

From the corner of the Universe 
Wonders, Balqees Al Busaidi from 
Sultan Qaboos University, Col-
lege of Education, said about the 
“Seeron” project: “the project is 
about power source reactor, and 
introduces a practical application 
of what students receive during 
their studies about its elements 
and components. The project fo-
cuses on providing visitors with 
information about the universe 
and the most recent scientifi c dis-
coveries of the universe’s secrets. 
The project also includes results 
of recent studies carried out by as-
sociation concerned with cosmic 
motion studies.” 

Al Busaidi also added: “This cor-
ner’s activities target the higher 
grades students and higher educa-
tion students due to these activi-
ties being in scientifi c fi elds that 
are easier for those students to 
comprehend.”

The concluding

ceremony began with

a panoramic fi lm on

the festival and the

visitors’ interaction
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59 Follow-Up Units to be set 
up for Oman Vision 2040
Times News Service

MUSCAT: Fifty-nine govern-
ment offi  ces are to be set up which 
will serve as Follow-Up Units of 
the Oman Vision 2040, under the 
current fi ve-year plan.

In an interview on the Ma’a Al 
Shabiba show, Sultan bin Hamad 
Al Rohmi, Supervisor of Strategic 
Partnerships and establishment 
of offi  ces of Oman Vision 2040, 
said this was in pursuance to the 
Royal Directives of His Majesty 
Sultan Haitham bin Tarik on ini-
tiation and activation of fi fty nine 
offi  ces in government depart-
ments and entities for following-
up implementation  part of Oman 
Vision 2040. On the integration 
of the roles of the offi  ces with the 
role of the Unit for Implemen-
tation of Oman Vision 2040, Al 
Romhi pointed out that the Unit 
is concerned with implementa-
tion of Oman Vision 2040 and 
that its role is similar and analo-
gous with that of the offi  ces which 
will work as a mini-model of the 
Unit and will also be named after 
the name of the Unit due to simi-
larity in their roles.

He said the key role of the offi  c-
es of Oman Vision 2040 is to cre-
ate an association between plan-
ning and implementation and to 
set performance indicators, if and 

when necessary. 

Zanzibar President’s visit 
to strengthen ties
Dr. Mohammed bin Mubarak Al 
Araimi, Chairman of Oman Jour-
nalist Association (OJA) said the 
visit of the President of Zanzibar 
to the Sultanate comes within 
the visits aimed at achieving high 
level of coordination on several 
issues, including economic, be-
tween the Governments of Oman
and Zanzibar.

The visit aimed to enhance and
further develop these fi elds.

The visit also comes within the
joint coordination and enhance-
ment of relations.

Opportunities available
The opportunities, mainly in the 
fi eld of logistics are available in
the Sultanate, he said, pointing 
to the fact that Zanzibar enjoys
several tourist sites related to the 
Omani heritage in Zanzibar.

There are also other opportuni-
ties in the Sultanate in the fi eld of 
investment in tourism and avia-
tion. Zanzibar is considered the 
heart of Africa with a strategic
location and is promising in the 
fi eld of food, minerals and tour-
ism sectors.

The coming stage would see
signing of agreements, mainly on 

investments in the logistics fi eld, 
he added.  Al Araimi said the Sul-
tanate is rich in economic and 
tourism potentials and political 
stability and security are main 
factors motivating the countries 
and mega companies to establish 
partnerships with the economic 
and investment establishments 
and entities in the Sultanate.

Cybersecurity exercise or-
ganised
The eighth National Cyber Se-
curity Exercise, organised by the 
Ministry of Transport, Commu-
nications and Information Tech-
nology and represented by the 
National Center for Information 
Safety, kicked off  from 11-12 Oc-
tober with the participation of 20 
government establishments.

Dr. Haitham bin Hilal Al Ha-
jri, Cyber Security Executive, 
National Center for Information 
Safety, said that the exercise in 
the fi eld of cyber security tar-
geted several sectors of the gov-
ernment entities in the Sultanate 
and aimed to boost the culture of 
cybersecurity and to enhance the 
capabilities of the human cadre 
involved in the fi eld and handling 
information security incidents 
and the optimal methods for deal-
ing with such incidents on occur-
rence.

C U R R E N T  F I V E - Y E A R  P L A N

Tenders worth over 

OMR80mn awarded to 

repair damaged roads

MUSCAT: Acting in coordina-
tion with the committee tasked 
with speeding up process of dam-
age repair, the Ministry of Trans-
port, Communications and Infor-
mation Technology has awarded 
tenders worth over OMR80 mil-
lion to companies specialised in 
infrastructure.

Damaged by recent rains
The tenders cover damages in 
the infrastructure, particularly 
roads, caused by the recent rains 
and overfl ow of wadis in various 
governorates of the Sultanate 

of Oman, including the Gover-
norates of South and North Al 
Batinah, the Governorate of Mu-
sandam and the Governorate of 
North A’Sharqiyah. — ONA

I N  V A R I O U S  G O V E R N O R A T E S
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India highlights its collaborative eff orts

in education with partner EAS countries

NEW DELHI: India participates
in the 6th East Asia Summit Edu-
cation Minister’s Meeting held on
Friday in Hanoi, Vietnam.

According to the Education
Ministry “Neeta Prasad, Joint
Secretary (International Coopera-
tion) Ministry of Education virtu-
ally addressed the gathering and
informed about the key initiatives
of National Education Policy 2020
and India’s collaborative eff orts in
education and research with part-
ner EAS countries.

While addressing, she said that
NEP 2020 encourages a holistic,
fl exible and multidisciplinary ap-
proach to education as envisioned
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and it is based on foundational pil-

lars of access, equality, quality, af-
fordability and accountability and 
is aligned with SDG 2030 goals.

She also mentioned the recent-
ly-launched PM SHRI scheme 

under which more than 14,500 
schools will be developed across 
India with all components of NEP 
2020 as exemplar schools. These 
schools will off er mentorship to 

other schools in their vicinity.
She said that online, open and

multi-modal learning has been
promoted vigorously under our
PM- eVidya and also mentioned
various e-learning platforms like
DIKSHA, SWAYAM MOOCS plat-
form, Virtual Labs, e-PG Pathshala 
and National Digital Library, and
many others.

Neeta Prasad underlined that
NEP 2020 focuses on the inter-
nationalization of education and
building collaborations with other
countries.

She added that India greatly val-
ues educational cooperation with
EAS countries. She also emphasised
India’s commitment to working 
with EAS member countries.  — ANI

V I R T U A L  M E E T I N G

New fi nance minister named
LONDON: Jeremy Hunt has
been appointed as Chancellor of 
the Exchequer of the British gov-
ernment on Friday after Prime
Minister Liz Truss sacked Kwasi
Kwarteng after the economic
turmoil unleashed by his mini-

budget. This new development
came after the value of British
government bonds plunged in the
wake of the new “mini-budget” of 
September 23, which created the
outrage that ultimately cost him
his job. — ANI

U N I T E D  K I N G D O M

Corruption 
plagues fl ood 
relief eff orts

ISLAMABAD: A UN offi  cial has
expressed concerns regarding the
use of fl ood assistance in Pakistan,
amid the country’s continuing 
struggle to procure suffi  cient aid
to recover from losses from the un-
precedented disaster.

Although the UN is working ex-
tensively to procure aid for Paki-
stan, reports emerged last month
that less than a quarter of the $160
million has actually been dedicat-
ed to on-the-ground relief eff orts.
UN Humanitarian Coordinator
Julien Harneis earlier said of the
total amount pledged, only $38.35
million has been converted into as-
sistance. “We are still in early days;
not enough has been delivered and
we need to speed up the response.
UN and NGOs have some reserve
monies in hand, those are being 
redirected to respond to emergen-
cies, but there is a limit how much
we can do. So use against scale, we
need money quickly that can be
converted into assistance,” Haneis
told said. — ANI

I N  P A K I S T A N
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Turkey’s Interior Minister says 
14 dead in major coal mine blast

ANKARA: Turkey’s interior min-
ister, Suleyman Soylu on Friday 
said that a blast inside a coal mine 
in northern Turkey has left 14 
workers dead.

Interior Minister Soylu said 
about the mining explosion that 
took place in Bartin, “110 of our 
brothers were working there, we 
had 49 brothers in the risky area, 
21 of our brothers were sent to the 
hospital, unfortunately, 14 of our 
brothers lost their lives,” reported 
local media TRT HABER. Fatih 

Donmez, Minister of Energy and 
Natural Resources, also said that 
the cause of the explosion was a 
fi redamp explosion, according to 
initial assessments.

“According to the fi rst evalua-
tions made by our friends, it is that 
there was a fi redamp explosion. 
In some of them, the mini-rail 
system, which we call phaetons, 
works, and in some of them, there 
is a manual intervention on foot. 
All search and rescue teams are 
on duty, we do not have any short-
comings. We are in constant coor-
dination with our friends. Again, I 
say condolences,” said Donmez.

Soylu and Donmez went to the 
area where the explosion occurred 
in the mining quarry in the Amasra 
district of Bartin, reported TRT 
HABER.

Soylu stated that 14 of the 21 
people who were taken to the 
hospital lost their lives, and said, 
“7 of our brothers are in the hos-
pital. 3 of our brothers are in in-
tensive care, and all necessary 
preparations are being made for 

the transfer of some of the burned 
ones to Istanbul. First of all, a great 
struggle is set out below. God help 
our brothers there. We will share 
information with you in three dif-
ferent time periods. We ask our 
citizens not to rely on diff erent in-
formation. Our condolences.”

The cause of the blast at 
the state-owned TTK Amasra 
Muessese Mudurlugu mine in the 
town of Amasra, in the Black Sea 
coastal province of Bartin, was un-
der investigation.

Several rescue teams were dis-
patched to the area, including from 
neighbouring provinces, Turkey’s 
disaster management agency, 
AFAD, said.

President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan is closely monitoring the 
situation, the Turkish Presidency 
said on Twitter, reported Anadolu 
News agency.

In Turkey’s worst mine disaster, 
a total of 301 people died in 2014 in 
a fi re inside a coal mine in the town 
of Soma, in western Turkey.  

— ANI

The cause of the

explosion was a

fi redamp explosion, 

according to initial 

assessments

CAUSE OF THE BLAST BEING INVESTIGATED: The cause of the blast at the state-owned TTK Amasra 

Muessese Mudurlugu mine in the Black Sea coastal province of Bartin was under investigation. — DW

US announces 
additional $725mn 
military assistance
WASHINGTON: Amid the 
ensuing battle between Russia 
and Ukraine post-Crimea bridge 
bombings, the US on Friday an-
nounced an additional $725 mil-
lion drawdowns of new military 
assistance for Ukraine.

“Pursuant to a delegation of 
authority from the President, I 
am authorizing our twenty-third 
drawdown of US arms and equip-
ment for Ukraine since August 
2021. This $725 million draw-
down includes additional arms, 
munitions, and equipment from 
US Department of Defence in-
ventories,” read US Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken’s state-
ment. This drawdown will bring 
the total US military assistance 
for Ukraine to an unprecedented 
more than $18.3 billion since the 
beginning of the Administration. 

“We will continue to stand 
with the people of Ukraine as 
they defend their freedom and 
independence with extraordi-
nary courage and boundless de-
termination. The capabilities 
we are delivering are carefully 
calibrated to make the most dif-
ference on the battlefi eld for 
Ukraine. We stand United with 
Ukraine,” said Blinken.

Notably, the US assistance 
comes in the wake of Russia’s 
brutal missile attacks on civilians 
across Ukraine.

“The mounting evidence of 
atrocities by Russia’s forces, and 
the fi rm and unequivocal rejec-
tion by 143 nations at the United 

Nations of Russia’s illegal at-
tempted annexation of parts of 
Ukraine, the United States is 
off ering additional military as-
sistance to help Ukraine’s proud 
defenders protect their country,” 
added the statement.

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin on Friday said that any di-
rect contact or direct clash of 
NATO troops with the Russian 
army would lead to a “global 
catastrophe”.

Addressing the news confer-
ence in Kazakhstan’s capital 
Astana, Putin said, “In any case, 
direct contact, direct clash of 
(NATO) troops with the Russian 
army is a very dangerous move 
which could lead to a global ca-
tastrophe. I hope that those who 
are saying this are smart enough 
not to take such a step.” -ANI

T O  U K R A I N E

Putin says no need for massive strikes 

in Ukraine at least for the moment
ASTANA: Russian President
Vladimir Putin on Friday said
that for now, there is no need for
massive strikes against Ukraine
and added that they have acted
correctly against Kyiv, Reuters
reported.

Addressing the news confer-
ence in the Kazakh capital Astana,
Putin said, “For now there is no
need for massive strikes, there are
other goals to achieve for now. Out
of I think 29 objectives, seven have
not been hit the way the defence
ministry planned. They are deal-
ing with them, with these objec-
tives. There is no need for massive
strikes. At least for the moment,
for now. As for the future - we’ll
see,” according to Reuters. Re-
sponding to a query, if he has re-
grets about invading Ukraine, Pu-
tin said, “What is happening today 
is unpleasant, to put it mildly. But
we would have to face the same
situation later, in worse conditions
for us, that’s it. So, we are acting 
correctly and on time,” reported
Reuters. 

His statement comes days af-
ter Russia launched several mis-
siles at Kyiv and several other
Ukrainian cities post-Crimea 
bridge attack.

Earlier, On Monday, Russia 
launched several missiles at Kyiv
and several other Ukrainian cities,
which killed at least 14 people and
wounded 97 others, CNN reported
citing the Ukrainian State Emer-
gency Service.

In the attack the strikes knocked
out the power in the regions of 
Kyiv, Lviv, Sumy, Ternopil, and

Khmelnytsky, CNN reported.
According to the General Staff  

of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, 
Russia launched more than 84 
missile and air strikes. Ukraine 
claimed it intercepted 56 of the 
missiles and drones.

The military said around 20 
Ukrainian settlements were hit.

Earlier, on Saturday, at least 
17 people were killed and 40 oth-
ers injured after the rocket struck 
Ukraine’s Zaporizhzhia area.

Acting Mayor of Zaporizhzhia 
Anatoly Kurtev said that in the at-
tack, fi ve houses were destroyed 
and apartment buildings were 
damaged, CNN reported.

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky, while addressing 
the nation on Saturday said that a 
fi erce battle is taking place around 
the city of Bakhmut in the eastern 
Donetsk region.

“We are holding positions 
in Donbas, in particular in the 
Bakhmut direction, where now it is 
very, very hard, very tough fi ghting,” 
Zelensky said as quoted by CNN.

“Today, I would like to once 
again mention our soldiers from 
the Kholodny Yar 93rd Separate 
Mechanised Brigade for their 
courage and sustained power in 
this direction.”

Zaporizhzhia is a major city in 
southern Ukraine, not far from the 
front line, and the site of a nuclear 
power plant that the international 
community is watching warily, ac-
cording to CNN.

Notably, Russia launched its 
special military operation in 
Ukraine on February 24. — ANI

O T H E R  G O A L S  T O  A C H I E V E

For now there is no need for massive strikes, there 

are other goals to achieve for now. Out of I think 

29 objectives, seven have not been hit the way the 

defence ministry planned. They are dealing with them, 

with these objectives. There is no need for massive 

strikes. At least for the moment, for now. 

As for the future - we’ll see

Vladimir Putin
Russian President

US Secretary of State Antony 

Blinken. —  ANI

India’s nuclear submarine Arihant 

successfully test-fi res missile

NEW DELHI: India fi red a bal-
listic missile from its fi rst nuclear 
submarine INS Arihant, with the 
projectile hitting the target area 
in the Bay of Bengal with very 
high accuracy, the Indian defence 
ministry said on Friday.

The successful launch of the 
Submarine Launched Ballistic 
Missile (SLBM) by INS Arihant 
is ‘’signifi cant to prove crew com-
petency and validate’’ ballistic 
missiles which is ‘’a key element 

of India’s nuclear deterrence ca-
pability,’’ the defence added.

The launch makes India the 
sixth country which can conduct 
nuclear strikes and counter-
strikes on land, sea and air. The 
other countries with such capa-
bilities are the US, Russia, the UK, 
France and China.

While India is the largest im-
porter of arms in the world and 
continues to heavily rely on Rus-
sia for its military hardware, the 

launch of a ballistic missile from 
the indigenous submarine is a 
major milestone for India which 
is emphasising on developing its 
own defence sector.

Recently, Indian Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi also unveiled 
the fi rst batch of helicopters that 
were made in India.

The helicopters have been de-
signed for use in high-altitude re-
gions like the Himalayas. 

— DW

D E F E N C E  M I N I S T R Y
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Sultan Qaboos Stadium Complex to host Gulf Hockey Fiesta–2022

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The sixth edition of the 
Gulf Hockey Fiesta – 2022 is com-
ing to Oman soon. 

An all-encompassing and inclu-
sive movement for hockey is set to 
take place in Muscat, on October 
28 and 29 at Sultan Qaboos Sta-
dium Complex, Baushar, Muscat.

The offi  cial inauguration of the 
event is scheduled to be at 6pm on 
October 28, though the matches 
start from 2 pm to 11 pm while 
matches will start from 2 pm to 9 
pm on October 29. 

This year’s event is extra-special 
for us as Oman is going to host 5 A 
side world cup in 2024. The fi nal 
match will be at 8 on October 29.  

This event is under the patron-
age of the Oman Hockey Associa-
tion and it is an approved event of 
the Asian Hockey Federation.

In the spirit of promoting 
hockey and as a longtime sup-
porter of hockey in the Middle 
East, the event has 6 teams in-
ternationally and 6 teams locally 
participating. Besides, there will 
be exhibition matches between 
boys and girls of Indian Schools 
at 3pm on October 29.

Technically supported by UTSC, 
a sports club which has branches 
in Dubai, Saudi and India, UTSC 
established as a union of sports-
loving people, is committed to the 
future of competitive and recrea-
tional sports.

The tournament includes Om-
ani teams, showcasing the inter-
est and enthusiasm of Omanis in 
this sport. Hockey is fast gaining 
recognition and acceptance as a 
popular sport for young Omanis 
and Indians. The tournament 
will generate international inter-

est from these teams.
The fi rst time Oman national 

women’s team will be playing 
friendly matches with visiting 
teams.

Dr Marwan Juma Al Juma, 
Chairman, Oman Hockey Associa-
tion (OHA) and the brain behind 
bringing the prestigious tourna-
ment to the Sultanate says, “We 
are all set for a successful and 
high-calibre international tourna-
ment. It is a world-class event. And 
we are proud it is happening in 
Oman. We are confi dent that this 
event will promote tourism in a big 
way and provide a platform for for-
eign players to exhibit their skills 
in hockey to the Omani sports-
loving public.”

“We offer our heartfelt grati-
tude to Dr Marwan- the chair-
man of the Oman Hockey As-
sociation for all the support and 

guidance given to us.”
UTSC, over these, has nurtured 

and unleashed many sportsmen
covering a large spectrum of sports
such as cricket, hockey, football,
and basketball, to name some, with
many of its members participating 
in regional and international com-
petitions. Through this participa-
tion, it aims at promoting the so-
cial, physical & cultural welfare of 
its members and players.

UTSC  thus plays an important 
role in identifying and promoting 
talents and sanctioning represent-
atives of their respective sports in
the Sultanate.

Responsible for developing and 
growing their sport, UTSC Oman
for an interesting combination,
crucial to the sporting scene. 

Having its presence in many 
countries, the Middle East wing of 
UTSC with its motto “ Experience

and share the joy of living better 
through sport”   has witnessed en-
couraging participation and sup-
port of Local teams and players 
for Hockey. Team Oman has taken 
part in many International tourna-
ments and won.

UTSC is of the fi rm belief that a 
sport of this nature for every young 
Omani and expatriate, calls for 
recognition and support. The same 
can be said of cricket, football, bas-
ketball and other sports too. 

Keen to spot the talent, nurture 
him/her and provide them with 
all the facilities and support be it 
training, development, coaching, 
on-fi eld guidance, fi nancial or oth-
erwise. Many UTSC members and 
supporters have done a lot of hard 
work and preparation for making 
this a successful event, proving 
that “Together we make a Diff er-
ence”.

S I X T H  E D I T I O N

‘I already have my 

XI against Pakistan’
MELBOURNE: As the Indian 
team gears up for the blockbuster 
clash against arch-rivals Pakistan 
in the upcoming T20 World Cup, 
India skipper Rohit Sharma said 
that the playing XI for the match 
has been decided and he doesn’t 
believe in a last-minute decision 
as he wants them to prepare well.

The India-Pakistan clash in the
2022 T20 World Cup is among the 
most awaited sporting events of 
the year.

The two arch-rivals clashing 
against each other at a stadium as 
iconic as the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground (MCG) in the marquee 
event, it really does not get much 
better than this. Both India and 
Pakistan are part of Group 2 in the 
Super 12 stage alongside South 
Africa, and Bangladesh while two 
teams will join them from the 
qualifi ers.

“I don’t believe in last-minute
decisions. We want to keep our 
boys informed about team selec-
tion before so that they can pre-
pare early. I already have my XI
for the Pakistan match. Already 
those players are informed. I don’t 
believe in a last-minute thing. I 
want them to prepare well. We un-
derstand the importance of India 
vs Pakistan match but there is no 
point in talking every time, even 
when we met during Asia Cup, we 
keep talking about the families, 
which cars do you have,” Rohit 
Sharma said in a press conference.

“Teams have become fearless 
and we’re looking to adopt the 
same approach. 140 used to be a 
winning total back then but now 
teams aim to reach there in 14-15 
overs,” he added.

Mohammed Shami has replaced 
Jasprit Bumrah in the fi nal 15-
man squad for the ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup in Australia. Shami 
was originally named amongst 
the three-man list of reserve play-
ers but has now been added to the 
main squad ahead of the tourna-
ment.

“Mohammed Shami I haven’t 
seen but whatever I have heard it 
is good. We have a practice session 
in Brisbane on Sunday and I am 
looking forward to seeing Shami,” 
said the India captain. -ANI

T 2 0  W C

India clinch seventh Asia Cup title, 

defeat Sri Lanka by eight wickets 
SYLHET : An all-round India 
crushed Sri Lanka by eight wick-
ets in the fi nal match of the Wom-
en’s Asia Cup 2022, clinching 
their seventh title.

The day was extremely memo-
rable for India as tight bowling 
from bowlers, Renuka Singh (3/5) 
in particular, restricted Sri Lanka 
to 65/9 in 20 overs. The target of 
66 was chased down with very lit-
tle inconvenience and it was Smri-
ti Mandhana who top-scored with 
an unbeaten 51* off  25 balls. Chas-
ing 66, India was off  to a solid start 
as they managed to score nearly 
half of their target before spin-
ner Inoka Ranaweera dismissed 
Shafali Verma (5 off  7 balls) after 
the batter was stumped by wicket-
keeper Anushka Sanjeewani.

India was at 32/1, with Mand-
hana having scored unbeaten 26 
runs in just 14 balls with two el-
egant fours and two sixes.

Jemimah Rodrigues was the 
next batter on the crease. She was 
bowled by Kavisha Dilhari for 
just two after her off  stump was 
dislodged while she attempted to 
come forward to slog the ball.

Captain Harmanpreet Kaur 
was next up on the crease. At the 
end of the power-play in six overs, 
India was at 42/2, with Mandhana 
(28*) and Kaur (6*).

Mandhana hit two fours on the 
off side, taking India to the 50-
run mark. The duo took India to 

a comprehensive eight-wicket
win, fi nishing at 71/2 in 8.3 overs.
Mandhana, unbeaten at 51 off  31
balls, fi nished the match with a 
huge six. Kaur was unbeaten at 11
on the other end.

Earlier, fi ery power-play spell
from pacer Renuka Singh and top-
notch performance by spinners
Sneh Rana and Rajeshwari Gay-
akwad helped India restrict Sri
Lanka to 65/9 in their 20 overs in
the fi nal of the Women’s Asia Cup
fi nal at Sylhet on Saturday.

Electing to bat fi rst, Sri Lanka 
was off  to a horrendous start. Pac-
er Renuka Singh was absolutely 
terrorising on the fi eld, running 
out skipper Chamari Athapaththu
(6) and dismissing Harshitha Ma-
davi (1) and Hasini Perera (0). An-
other run out cut short the four-
ball stay of Anushka Sanjeewani

(2) on the crease. Sri Lanka was 
reduced to 9/4 in 3.5 overs, with 
Renuka involved in three of these 
dismissals. Kavisha Dilhari’s bat 
was beaten and her stumps were 
dislodged by Renuka, who got her 
third wicket of the match. Dilhari 
was back in the hut after scoring 
just one run.

SL could not catch a breather 
in the entire power-play and 
were left at a shambolic 16/5 with 
Nilakshi de Silva (5) and Oshadi 
Ranasinghe (0) at the crease.

The miseries of Sri Lanka did 
not end even after the power play 
as Nilakshi de Silva (6) was de-
ceived by spinner Rajeshwari 
Gayakwad while attempting to 
cut. Sri Lanka was 18/6 at this 
point and someone had to inter-
vene to stop this downward spiral.

Team India continued to domi-

nate their opponents, this time 
with spin. Sneh Rana caught and 
bowled Malsha Shehani for a fi ve-
ball duck.

At the end of 10 overs, Sri Lanka 
was at 26/7 with Sugandika Ku-
mari (0*) and Oshadi Ranasinghe 
(8*). Oshadi Ranasinghe had kept 
one end steady all this while, be-
ing the only second player yet to 
have played 10 balls or more.

Ranasinghe’s resistance against 
India’s world-class bowling ended 
after a delivery from Gaekwad 
landed full outside off  stump and 
while the batter tried to swipe it 
over long-off , she missed it and it 
landed on the stumps. The batter 
was out for 13 off  20 balls and was 
the sole batter to reach double fi g-
ures. Sri Lanka was at 32/8.

At the end of 15 overs, Sri Lanka 
was at 40/8, with Kumari (5*) and 
Inoka Ranaweera (3*).

Sugandika Kumari and Inoka 
Ranaweera stitched the fi rst 
double-digit partnership for their 
side however it was cut short at 
10 runs only after a Rana delivery 
rattled Kumari’s stumps, sending 
her back for 6 off  24 balls. SL was 
at 43/9 at this point.

Sri Lanka managed to scratch 
their way towards the 50-run 
mark at 17.5 overs. Ranaweera 
also touched a double-digit score. 
The batter hit two boundaries in 
the fi nal over to fi nish Sri Lanka’s 
innings at 65/9. -ANI

W O M E N ’ S  C R I C K E T

Sailors jostle for top positions

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The penultimate day of 
the Arab Sailing Championships 
ended with prizes in all classes still 
up for grabs. 

Sailors jostled for position in 
near-perfect conditions at the 
Barceló Mussanah Resort, but a se-
ries of close fi nishes left congested 
fl eets across the seven events with 

a tense fi nal day in store.
Oman’s Tamim Al Balushi and

Mayed Al Ali of UAE are level on
points at the top of the Optimist
leaderboard going into the fi nal
day. Both sailors faced diffi  culties

in races but will go into tomorrow 
with a point to prove.

Mohammed Al Marzouqi of 
the UAE is currently third and 
Oman’s Abdulateef Al Qassmi 
moved up to fourth. Firas Al Nab-

hani ended the day in tenth, while 
teammates Hood Al Noufl i and 
Hassan Al Wahaibi are close be-
hind in 11th and 12th.

In the women’s category, Egypt’s 
Karma Walid Mohamed continues 

to excel, leading by 16 points and 
sitting third overall. In second 
place currently is Malak Al Doseri 
of Bahrain in second and Talia 
Hussein Emad of Egypt remains 
in third.

UAE’s Othman Al Hammadi 
extended his lead over team-
mate Alharith Al Ali to 15 points 
in the ILCA 4 class, but Khalifa 
Al Doseri of Bahrain moved 
ahead of teammate Waleed 
Daraaninto third. 

While fi rst place seems as-
sured, the battle for second and 
third will go down to the fi nal day.

Ganna Mohamed Shaalan of 
Egypt leads the Women’s catego-
ry, and ended the day fi fth overall, 
30 points ahead of Asmaa Wael 
Mahfouz of Egypt, while Algeria’s 
Ourabah Sofi a moved ahead of 

UAE’s Ghala Al Beshr into third.
Al Farooq Al Amoudi of Saudi 

Arabia, currently 20th in the ILCA 
4 event, said, “This is my fi rst time 
competing at the Arab Sailing 
Championships and I have learned 

a lot. I am looking forward to im-
proving and gaining more knowl-
edge at future events. The Omani 
sailors here are among the tough-
est I have ever raced against, and I 
have been watching them, hoping 
to learn from their performances. I 
hope to be able to race here again in 
the future.”  

Almutasim Al Farsi of Oman 
retained the lead in the ILCA 6 
class, moving 12 points ahead of 
Bahrain’s Dawood Abdullah ends 
the day in second and Ahmed You-
nis of UAE who had a great day on 
the water and moved up one place 
into third in the Women’s category, 
Egypt’s Khouloud Moustafa Man-
sy continues to dominate and now 
sits second overall, nine points be-
hind Al Farsi, seven points ahead 
of Algeria’s Karassane Mallia of 
Algeria in second and nine points 
ahead of Dhuha Al Beshr from 
UAE in third.

The top three in both categories 
will need to be at their best tomor-
row to secure their fi nal positions.

Oman’s Tamim Al

Balushi and Mayed

Al Ali of UAE are 

level on points at the 

top of the Optimist 

leaderboard
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VISIT TO SOHAR PORT
Dr Hussein Ali Mwinyi, President 
of Zanzibar and his accompanying 
delegation visited Asyad Group at 
Sohar Port and Freezone. During the
knowledge-sharing visit, Asyad Group 
showcased its role as Oman’s logistics
arm.

HUAWEI INNOVATION DAY
Huawei, a leading global provider of 
information and communications 
technology (ICT) infrastructure and 
smart devices, held the second annual 
Huawei Innovation Day with customers,
partners and technology experts from 
the Middle East and Africa. 

Bank Muscat’s net profit rises 
by 5.8% to reach OMR148.29mn 

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Bank Muscat, the fl ag-
ship fi nancial institution in the
Sultanate, announced its prelimi-
nary unaudited results for the nine
months ended 30 September 2022. 

The bank posted a net profi t of 
OMR148.29 million for the period
compared to OMR140.16 million 
reported during the same period 
in 2021, an increase of 5.8 per cent.

The key highlights of the results
for the period are as follows:

Net interest income from con-
ventional banking and net income

from Islamic fi nancing stood at
OMR254.93 million for the nine
months ended 30 September 2022
compared to OMR252.48 million
for the same period in 2021, an in-
crease of 1.0 per cent.

Non-interest income was
OMR117.10 million for the nine
months ended 30 September 2022
as compared to OMR105.85 mil-
lion for the same period in 2021,
mainly due to higher income from
the sale of investments.

Operating expenses for the nine
months ended 30 September 2022
was OMR156.18 million as com-

pared to OMR144.33 million for 
the same period in 2021, an in-
crease of 8.2 per cent.

Net Impairment for credit and 
other losses for the nine months 
was OMR41.58 million as against 
OMR46.77 million for the same 
period in 2021. The decrease is 
mainly attributed to the precau-
tionary and collective provisions 
created by the bank in 2021.

Net loans and advances including 
Islamic fi nancing receivables in-
creased by 0.8 per cent to OMR9,229 
million as against OMR9,158 mil-
lion as of 30 September 2021.

Customer deposits including Is-
lamic customer deposits increased 
marginally to OMR8,709 million 
as against OMR8,698 million as of 
30 September 2021.

The full results for the nine 
months ended 30 September 2022 
along with the complete set of un-
audited fi nancial statements will 
be released following the approval 
of the Board of Directors of the 
bank at its meeting scheduled later 
in October 2022.

Net interest income from conventional

banking and net income from Islamic

fi nancing stood at OMR254.93 million for the 

nine months ended 30 September 2022

Al Mouj Muscat wins 3 titles at International Property Awards

MUSCAT: Al Mouj Muscat, 
Oman’s premier oceanfront life-
style and leisure destination, has 
won three titles at the highly pres-
tigious International Property 
Awards affi  rming its reputation 
and profi le as a global leader with-
in the real estate industry.

The International Property 
Awards is an annual event that rec-
ognises the highest levels of achieve-
ment in real estate where companies 
from all over the world compete for 
the prestigious mark of excellence. 
Divided into four areas of Architec-
ture, Development, International 
Design and Real Estate, the winners 
were announced this week at a glit-
tering ceremony in Dubai.

Two of Al Mouj’s title wins are in 
the Best Residential Development 
20+ Units category and relate to its 
exclusive collection of villas Golf 
Beach Residences which is adding 
51 exceptional contemporary fi ve 
and six-bedroom oceanside villas 
to its impressive property portfo-
lio. It achieved Best Residential 
Development for 20 Plus Units 

both for Oman and Arabia. 
Al Mouj also won best Develop-

ment Marketing. The award is a 
recognition of Beyond Dreams, an
innovative and unique campaign
that supported the launch of Golf 
Beach Residences. This is the sec-
ond international win for Beyond
Dreams as in July it scooped the
Real Estate Asia prize for Market-
ing & Brand Initiative of the Year. 

The Beyond Dreams campaign

captured the imagination of pro-
spective buyers, with the retell-
ing of a fairy tale about a gentle-
yet-bold female protagonist and a 
mythical unicorn who fi nd a home 
within each other. Featuring a 
fi lm, it became the most-watched 
viral advertisement in Oman, 
with around 38 million views 
contributing to 90 per cent of the 
fi rst phase being sold within four 
weeks. Al Mouj has also won the 

best Marketing Brand Creation at 
the international level.

Nasser bin Masoud Al Sheibani, 
CEO of Al Mouj Muscat, said: “I 
am delighted that these Interna-
tional Property Awards recognise 
what sets Al Mouj Muscat apart 
and we welcome the global profi le 
that they will bring. They refl ect 
both the extraordinary talent of 
our people and the outstanding 
quality of our homes as we con-

tinue to have a positive economic 
impact on Oman. Our oceanside 
setting and fi rst-class dining, lei-
sure and retail amenities, along 
with an award-winning golf course 
which is in the region’s top two 
plus an elegant 400-berth marina, 
has earned Al Mouj a reputation 
as our country’s fi nest and most 
vibrant lifestyle destination. And 
in addition to attracting close to 4 
million visitors a year which helps 

boost opportunities for local busi-
nesses, our residents experience a 
true sense of belonging.”

The Sultanate’s premier com-
munity of 8,000 residents from
85 nationalities continues to de-
liver a positive economic impact
for Oman, having already secured
$884 million in foreign direct in-
vestment and asset growth of 777
per cent since it was established
in 2006.

R E C O G N I T I O N

Zanzibar President visits 
shrimp aquaculture farm  

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Dr Hussein Ali 
Mwinyi, President of Zanzibar 
and his accompanying delegation 
visited Qurun Shrimp Aquacul-
ture Farm in Jalan Bani Bu Has-
san South Al Sharqiya Governo-
rate, as part of his offi  cial visit to 
the Sultanate of Oman.

During this tour at the farm 
Fisheries Development Oman 
showcased how its aquaculture 
developments focus on sustain-
ability, competitiveness, in-coun-
try value, supporting national 
food security objectives, creation 
of employment opportunities, and 
diversifi cation of aquaculture sec-
tor production streams. 

The president’s tour at the 
Shrimp Aquaculture Farm in Qu-
run included going through the 
diff erent farming process stages 
starting from the hatchery, and 

nursery to the grow-out ponds. 
The farm includes 220 grow-out 
pods at 5000 metres squared 
each. The farm has great eco-
nomic potential and a high im-
pact on Oman’s fi sh production.

Ali Mwinyi expressed in a 
statement his happiness to visit 
the Sultanate of Oman, describ-
ing it as “ fruitful.”

Mwinyi said that his visit to 
Quroon shrimp farm is an op-
portunity to explore many areas 
of cooperation with the Oman 
Investment Authority, whether 
they are investments in Tanzania 
or Zanzibar in particular.

He also expressed his admira-
tion for this farm and what he 
saw among many projects dur-
ing his visit to the Sultanate of 
Oman. He stressed working with 
Oman to ensure the knowledge 
he acquired and the projects he 
visited in Zanzibar.

O F F I C I A L  V I S I T

Total value of contracts awarded in GCC falls by 40.8%

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The total value of 
contracts awarded in the GCC 
declined by 40.8 per cent year-on-
year (y-o-y) during the third quar-
ter of 2022 to $11.1 billion com-
pared to $18.8 billion during the 
third quarter of 2021, according to 
a new report.

“All the Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil (GCC) countries, barring Qatar 
that saw a smaller decline, wit-
nessed a double-digit fall in their 
aggregate the third quarter (Q3) of 
2022 in the value of projects award-
ed,” the Kuwait-based investment 
strategy and research fi rm Kamco 
Invest said in its ‘GCC Projects 
Market Update October-2022’.

GCC project awards contracted 
during the third quarter of the 
year as global economic challenges 
mounted. The decline was intensi-
fi ed by high infl ation and continu-
ing supply chain problems mainly 
due to China’s intermittent COV-
ID-19 restrictions as well as the 
US-EU sanctions on Russia, the 
report added.

In addition, the increase in 
benchmark rates by global and 
regional central banks to combat 
runaway infl ation also aff ected 
project funding.

The UAE overtook Saudi Arabia 
as the largest projects market in 
the GCC during Q3-2022 record-
ing a total of $3.7 billion worth of 
contracts awarded against $3.5 
billion awarded by Saudi Arabia. 
Qatar ranked third during the 
quarter with total contract awards 
at $3.4 billion as compared to $3.6 
billion during Q3-2021. Saudi Ara-
bia, UAE and Qatar accounted for 

a combined 96 per cent of the total 
value of contracts awarded in the 
GCC during the quarter, the Kam-
co Invest report said.

Total projects awarded in Ku-
wait during Q3-2022 declined by 
69.1 per cent to $162 million down 
from $525 million for Q3-2021. 
Oman witnessed Q3-2022 new 
projects awards drop of 68.1 per 
cent y-o-y to $154 Mn. The aggre-
gate value of contracts awarded 
in Bahrain reached $125 million 
in Q3-2022 as compared to $659 
million during a similar period in 
2021, the report said.

“In terms of sector classifi ca-
tion, only the chemicals sector wit-
nessed an increase in the value of 
projects awarded during the quar-
ter recording a $540 million y-o-y 
increase in new contract awards to 
reach a total of $1.1 billion during 
Q3-2022,” the report said.

The total value of contracts 
awarded in the GCC during the 
fi rst nine months (9M) of 2022 
declined by 26.2 per cent to $53.0 
billion, down from $71.7 billion in 

9M-2021. Saudi Arabia account-
ed for more than half of the total 
projects awarded in the GCC for 
the fi rst nine months of the year. 
The Kingdom’s total value of con-
tracts awarded during 9M-2022 
increased by 14.9 per cent to reach 
$30.3 billion up from $26.3 bil-
lion in 9M-2021. The withdrawal 
of COVID-19-related restrictions 
and higher oil prices have contrib-
uted to the rise in the Kingdom’s 
projects market during 2022.

Comparatively, the UAE’s aggre-
gate value of contracts awarded dur-
ing the fi rst nine months of the year 
dipped 5.8 per cent to $12.4 billion 
against $13.1 billion in 9M-2021.

The projects market pipeline in 
the GCC region continues to re-
main strong with data from MEED 
Projects showing around $2.50 
trillion worth of projects planned 
or underway in the GCC as of 
mid-October-2022 as compared 
to $2.61 trillion at the end of June 
2022. The aggregate value of pro-
jects in the pipeline (pre-execution 
stage) in the GCC stood at $858 

billion as of October 12, according 
to data from MEED Projects.

In terms of countries, Saudi Ara-
bia makes up 44.8 per cent ($384.5 
billion) of the GCC projects in the 
pipeline followed by UAE with 
17.2 per cent ($147.8 billion) and 
Kuwait with 14.7 per cent ($125.8 
billion). In terms of sectors, the 
Construction sector accounted 
for 28.4 per cent or $243.9 billion 
worth of projects in the pre-execu-
tion stage in the GCC followed by 
the Transport and Power sectors 
with projects worth $145.6 billion 
and $122.0 billion, respectively.

Saudi Arabia
Saudi Arabia’s Q3-2022 aggregate 
value of project awards reached 
$3.5 billion suff ering the worst 
third-quarter contract awards 
since the peak of the pandemic 
in Q3-2020, refl ecting worsening 
global economic forecasts com-
bined with higher infl ation. The 
value of contracts awarded in the 
Kingdom during Q3-2022 wit-
nessed a quarter-on-quarter (q-
o-q) decline of 78.5 per cent and 
reached $3.5 billion down from 
$16.5 billion in Q2-2022.

UAE
The UAE projects market record-
ed the highest aggregate value of 
contract awards in the GCC dur-
ing Q3-2022 which reached $3.7 
billion, overtaking Saudi Arabia 
for the fi rst time in 8 quarters. De-
spite topping the Q3-2022 project 
awards market in the GCC, the 
total value of projects awarded in 
the UAE during Q3-2022 fell 5.9 
per cent y-o-y and 11.9 per cent 
month-on-month. 

G C C  P R O J E C T S  M A R K E T  U P D A T E
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Huawei event highlights innovation
for sustainable digital future

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Huawei, a leading 
global provider of information and
communications technology (ICT)
infrastructure and smart devices,
held the second annual Huawei In-
novation Day with customers, part-
ners and technology experts from
the Middle East and Africa. 

Held in parallel with GITEX
GLOBAL 2022, the Huawei MEA 
Innovation Day 2022 was organ-
ised in partnership with the Arab
ICT Organisation (AICTO) under
the theme of ‘Collaboration to Un-

leash Innovation for Sustainable
Digital Future’. The annual event
gathered the region’s government
leaders from diff erent sectors, in-
dustry analysts, ICT ecosystem 
partners and international stand-
ardisation, and Huawei’s senior
leadership team.

Jeff  Wang, Global President of 
Public Aff airs and Communica-
tions Huawei, delivered the open-
ing keynote speech to highlight
Huawei’s commitment to support-
ing the MEA digital transforma-
tion and ICT sustainability future. 

Participating in a panel discus-

sion that covered the importance
of empowering the role of women
in technology, Dr Eman Said Al
Abri, Dean of the College of Com-
puting and Information Sciences,
the University of Technology and
Applied Sciences, Oman, said,
“I’m delighted to be part of Hua-
wei MEA Innovation Day 2022.
Online education and work-from-
home environments have elimi-
nated the physical barriers that

held back women from achieving 
their full potential in the Middle
East and Africa. Now, we can fur-
ther leverage technology to boost
inclusivity through online train-
ing and upskilling.” She added, “As
a university, we see the immense
value of engaging the government
and private sector in preparing our
students for the job market and
closing the gap between theory and
practical knowledge. Additionally,

industry training and professional 
certifi cates eff ectively empower 
students with practical knowledge 
to further their careers.”

The panel, moderated by Caro-
line Faraj, CNN VP and CNN Ara-
bic Editor-in-Chief, was attended 
by Dr Fatma Taher, IEEE UAE 
Section Chair, Dr Mardin Abdul-
lah Anwar, Director of ICT and 
Statistics at Salahuddin Universi-
ty, Erbil, Iraq, and Rania Halimeh, 
Regional Director, META, Logical 
Operations. Panellists discussed 
the importance of improving uni-
versity curriculums and programs 
in light of ICT accelerated innova-
tion, and fi lling the talent gap in 
cybersecurity, among other topics.

Eng. Mohamed Ben Amor, 
Secretary General of AICTO, the 
event partner, delivered the key-
note speech, highlighting the im-
portance of collaboration between 
various regional stakeholders and 
global partners to build an inte-
grated ICT ecosystem for a sus-
tainable digital economy.

Steven Yi, President of Huawei 
Middle East & Africa, added: “We 
are honoured with the distin-

guished audience in our Innova-
tion Day MEA 2022. Our mission 
remains to bring the broadest 
ICT ecosystem together to inspire 
change and deliver socioeconomic 
growth. We are hopeful the lessons 
we take from the event will help 
bring us closer to an open, intelli-
gent world that has been our mis-
sion from Day 1.”

The second panel discussion, 
hosted by Toni Eid, founder of 
Telecom Review Group & CEO of 
Trace Media, covered the impor-
tance of open partnerships and 
collaborations for shared success 
in building the ICT Ecosystem in 
MEA, the role of Digital Power in 
telecom networks, and green solu-
tions in the cloud. 

The panel was attended by Dr 
Elsadig Gamaleldeen ElsadigKa-
rar, Director General of the Tel-
ecommunications and Post Regu-
latory Authority of Sudan (TPRA), 
Dr Jassim Haji, President, Inter-
national Group of Artifi cial Intel-
ligence and Dr Ammar Al Husaini, 
Deputy Director General at Cen-
tral Agency for Information Tech-
nology, Kuwait. 

Huawei MEA Innovation Day gathered the 

region’s government leaders from diff erent 

sectors, industry analysts, ICT ecosystem 

partners and international standardisation, 

and Huawei’s senior leadership team

Asyad Group showcases its 
role as Oman’s logistics arm 
MUSCAT: Dr Hussein Ali 
Mwinyi, President of Zanzibar 
and his accompanying delegation 
visited Asyad Group at Sohar Port 
and Freezone.

During the knowledge-sharing 
visit, Asyad Group showcased its 
role as Oman’s logistics arm off er-
ing competitive advantages and 
world-class solutions to promote 
trade and economic activities be-
tween Oman and Zanzibar.

The guests went on a tour of So-
har Port and Freezone facilities as 
Asyad Group introduced its full 
suite of logistics solutions includ-
ing its fi rst-rate ports, free zones, 
shipping and drydock services 
and assets, in addition to its direct 
containership lines, tranship-
ment, cold chain, e-commerce, 
and last-mile delivery solutions.

The visit was an opportunity to 
restate the strategic role played by 
Asyad Group in boosting the com-
petitiveness of Oman’s ports and 
linking them with direct shipping 
lines and off ering business play-
ers rapid access to global markets.

Talks were held about the tan-
gible benefi ts Zanzibar business 
players can derive from Omani 
ports to export their goods to 
neighbouring regional and Asian 

markets. The bilateral discus-
sions stressed the importance of 
promoting Omani exports and
opening new prospects for Omani
products in the African markets.

The president’s visit included
an introductory tour of the port’s
premium operations and infra-
structure. The port, being a gate-
way to the world and situated at
the crossroads of navigational
routes, is well-positioned to pro-
vide accelerated access to more
than 3 billion people across the
globe. The port’s operations are
bolstered by the integrated logis-
tics solutions provided by Asyad
Group, ensuring the effi  ciency of 
global supply chains.

The guest was furthermore in-

troduced to the investment incen-
tives off ered by Sohar Freezone to 
attract major global companies 
to expand their investments in 
Oman and access emerging mar-
kets, including the burgeoning 
markets across Africa.

Abdulrahman Salim Al Hatmi, 
CEO of the Asyad Group, said: 
“This celebrated visit of the Presi-
dent of Zanzibar to Asyad Group 
commemorates Oman’s long-
standing history with Zanzibar and 
represents a signifi cant opportu-
nity for Asyad to retell its story of 
logistics excellence. This historic 
event solidifi es the Group’s strategy 
to expand its presence in African 
and global markets, benefi ting from 
the Belt and Road Initiative.”

Z A N Z I B A R  P R E S I D E N T ’ S  V I S I T

India’s overall exports in April-September 

estimated to be $382.31 billion

NEW DELHI: India’s overall ex-
ports in April-September 2022
are estimated to be $382.31 billion,
exhibiting a 21.03 per cent growth
over the same period last year.
Overall imports in September
2022 are estimated to be $76.26
billion, showing a positive growth
of 10.73 per cent over the same pe-
riod the previous year.

India’s merchandise exports
rose by 4.82 per cent to $35.45
billion in September, even as the
trade defi cit widened to $25.71 bil-

lion, the data released by the com-
merce ministry showed on Friday. 
Imports during the month too 
grew 8.66 per cent to $61.61 billion. 
The trade defi cit in September 
2021 stood at $22.47 billion.

India’s overall exports (mer-
chandise and services combined) 
in April-September 2022 are es-
timated to be $382.31 billion, ex-
hibiting a positive growth of 21.03 
per cent over the same period last 
year. Overall imports in April-Sep-
tember 2022 are estimated to be 

$469.47 billion, registering a posi-
tive growth of 37.77 per cent over 
the same period last year.

The merchandise trade defi cit 
in September 2022 was estimated 
at $25.71 billion as against $22.47 
billion in September 2021, which 
is an increase of 14.42 per cent 
whereas the merchandise trade 
defi cit for April-September 2022 
was estimated at $148.46 billion 
as against $76.25 billion in April-
September 2021, which is an in-
crease of 94.69 per cent. -ANI

G R O W T H

China’s consumer

prices increase, 

factory prices ease

BEIJING: China’s consumer 
prices registered an expanded 
increase in September, while fac-
tory-gate infl ation eased amid the 
country’s eff orts to secure suffi  -
cient supply and stable prices.

China’s consumer price index 
(CPI), a main gauge of infl ation, 
rose 2.8 per cent year on year 
in September, expanding by 0.3 
percentage points from August, 
the National Bureau of Statis-
tics (NBS) said.

On a monthly basis, Sep-
tember’s CPI remained gener-
ally stable, reversing the 0.1-per 
cent decline in August to inch 
up 0.3 per cent.

Senior NBS statistician Dong 
Lijuan attributed the stable CPI 
performance to continuous ef-
forts to coordinate COVID-19 
prevention and control with eco-
nomic and social development, as 
well as measures to ensure suffi  -
cient supply and stable prices.

Food prices went up 1.9 per 
cent month on month, which 
raised the monthly consumer 
infl ation by about 0.35 percent-
age points, according to the 
data. Specifi cally, the price of 
fresh vegetables gained 6.8 per 
cent month on month in Sep-
tember due to high tempera-
tures and dry weather.

Driven by rising demand dur-
ing the holiday season, the price 
of eggs and fresh fruits jumped 
by 6 per cent and 1.3 per cent 
from August, respectively. -Xinhua

S T A T I S T I C S
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CHILDREN’S
EDUCATIONAL SUCCESS

Teaching children
how to manage their
attention and im-
pulses in primary 

school has a positive long-
term eff ect on their later edu-
cational success, suggests the
fi ndings of a study by the uni-
versities of Zurich and Mainz.

Self-regulation, i.e., the
ability to manage attention,
emotions and impulses, as
well as to pursue individual
goals with perseverance, is not
a skill that we usually associ-
ate with young children. How-
ever, the school closures due
to the pandemic and the in-
creased usage of digital media 
by children have now shown
how important these abilities
are, especially for children.

Studies show that people
who demonstrated self-regu-
lation as children go on to have
on average higher income, bet-
ter health and greater life sat-
isfaction. They also show that
the ability to exert self-regula-
tion can already be trained in a 
targeted manner in childhood.

How can the training of 
self-regulation skills be inte-
grated into the standard el-
ementary school day without
taking up too much teaching 
time? Is it possible to teach
young pupils an abstract self-
regulation strategy in an ap-
propriate way? Does teaching 

such skills have the potential 
to improve long-term educa-
tional success?

  
Self-regulation 
improves even with 

g
short training units

pp

An international team from 
the Department of Econom-
ics at the University of Zurich 
(Switzerland) and from the Jo-
hannes Gutenberg University 
Mainz (Germany) examined 
these questions. Using a ran-
domized controlled study in 
elementary schools involving 
more than 500 fi rst graders, 
the research team was able to 
show that even a short train-
ing unit led to a signifi cant and 
sustainable improvement in 
self-regulation. The training 
did not just aff ect self-regula-
tion abilities; the children had 
signifi cantly improved reading 
ability and an improved focus 
on careless mistakes one year 
after the training and were 
also considerably more likely 
to be admitted to a selective 
academic secondary school 
(Gymnasium) three years af-
ter the training.

 “Our study has shown how 
the training of this skill can be 
explicitly embedded in prima-
ry school teaching at an early 
stage. An increase in self-
regulation enables children to 

take on more responsibility for
their own learning and to set
goals on their own and work
toward them,” says Ernst Fehr,
professor in the Department
of Economics at the Universi-
ty of Zurich. According to the
last author, children’s compre-
hensive key skills that are of 
fundamental importance for
good educational attainment
and successful later life can be
improved thanks to the simple
scalability of the program.

Easily integrated 
into the regular

y gy g
timetable
Due to concerns from previous
practical experience, the study 
authors designed the training 
units in an extremely cost-ef-
fective and time-saving man-
ner, in such a way that they 
could be introduced in any pri-
mary school setting: the train-
ing unit lasted only fi ve hours,
and teachers participated in
a three-hour training session
and received completely de-
veloped teaching materials
which they could integrate
directly into the regular class
schedule.

The training units were
based on the MCII Strategy 
(“Mental Contrasting with
Implementation Intentions”),
which has already been the

subject of excellent research 
studies in adults and older 
students. The teachers pre-
sented the abstract strategy in 
a playful manner using a pic-
ture book and the role model 
of a hurdle jumper. In the fi rst 
step, the children imagined 
the positive eff ects of reaching 
a goal. They contrasted them 
with the obstacles that might 
face on the way (“Mental Con-
trasting”). 

The children then identi-
fi ed specifi c behaviours to 
face the obstacles and develop 
“when-then” plans (“Imple-
mentation Intention”).

Positive eff ect on
society

   
“The special feature of our 
study is the long-term ripple 
eff ects that this short training 
unit can have. These eff ects 
benefi t the child, and they are 
transferred in many ways to 
society as a whole over the 
course of the child’s life,” says 
fi rst author Daniel Schunk, 
professor of public and behav-
ioural economics at Johannes 
Gutenberg University Mainz.

“The fact that early invest-
ments in such fundamental 
skills not only benefi t the child 
alone but also society should 
be given more attention in ed-
ucation policy.” -ANI

Our study has
shown how the 
training of this
skill can be ex-
plicitly embedded
in primary school
teaching at an early
stage. An increase
in self-regulation 
enables children 
to take on more
responsibility for 
their own learning
and to set goals on
their own and work
toward them,” says 
Ernst Fehr, profes-
sor in the Depart-
ment of Economics
at the University of 
Zurich
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If you want to have a 
perfect getaway on your week-
ends, right in the centre of the city, 
Sheraton Oman is the obvious 
choice for you.

Situated in Muttrah wilayat, 
this iconic hotel has brought a 
sumptuous brunch for you on Fri-
day afternoon.

Located on the poolside, Rehaan 
restaurant provides the perfect 
menu for you to tickle your taste buds.

With temperatures going down, 
you can enjoy your brunch under 
open skies breathing fresh air and 
listening to the live western music. 
Lovely music and sizzling steaks 
take you to a diff erent world.

Liliya Vafi na, the marketing 
manager, said: “The idea is to 
bring all the recipes of our restau-
rants under one roof. Healthy, Hip 
and Happening gives you ample 
choices. If you are a lover of sea 
fruits, you can gorge on sea foods. 
There are also various kebabs and 

Turkish food and not to miss the 
Indian and Arabic dishes. Priced 
at OMR18 per person, the food is 
more than its worth.”

Liliya was all praise for her chef 
Adil Sheikh who poured his heart out 
to make the entire cuisine happen.

“The food was a melange of 
colour. Though it’s a team eff ort, 
Adil’s eff orts are outstanding.”

One can enjoy this food either by 
the pool side or in the cool comfort 
of a restaurant inside. But with 
a cool breeze blowing, even tak-
ing lunch outside in cool clime is 
very pleasing. There are also fresh 
juices and soups to choose from. 
The options are many for non-
vegetarians but even vegetarians 
won’t be disappointed with plenty 
of choices. And to top it all the va-
riety of desserts   including almost 
eight to 10 types of ice creams is 
really jaw dropping. Even if you 
choose only the type of desserts, it 
will be enough to fi ll your stomach.

THE PERFECT CUISINE 
FOR YOUR TASTEBUDS

REHAAN RESTAURANT -  SHERATON OMAN HOTEL
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YOU ORDER
WE DELIVER

Download the app

Kempinski Hotel Muscat signs 
agreement with Oman Food Bank

MUSCAT: As part of Kempinski
Hotel Muscat’s continuous cor-
porate social responsibility ini-
tiatives, the hotel offi  cially signed
with Oman Food Bank: Dayma to
minimise the wastage of food and
help create better awareness of the
importance of food management,
especially within hotels.

It is at the core of Kempinski
Hotels to create a sense of respon-
sibility towards a sustainable yet

luxurious guest experience that 
is respectful of the environment. 
One of the partnerships that Kem-
pinski Hotels has formed is with 
BE Health, which brings hotels un-
der one corporate social responsi-
bility vision: a world where health 
is contagious.

BE Health’s mission is to care 
for people’s health from the work-
place to the local community 
by establishing individual hotel 
health prevention programmes 
under the name of BE Health. In 
this programme, individual hotel 
objectives are achieved by build-
ing capacity through health pro-
motion and prevention and em-
powering people at the workplace 
and in local communities through 
health awareness and promotion 
so that each will be able to protect 
themselves. 

Oman Food Bank is a non-profi t 
organisation that seeks to help in-

digent families and meet their food 
needs. The organisation’s vision is 
to provide a decent life for those in 
need through successful projects 
and initiatives within a system 
that operates effi  ciently.

Kempinski Hotel Muscat’s Gen-
eral Manager, Carsten Wiegandt 
said, “Through this partnership 
and many other similar projects 
that the team has been involved 
in, we hope to raise better aware-
ness on how local businesses can 
contribute to the community that 
they are operating in. Five-star 
hotels produce large quantities of 
food, especially with a property 
of our size and the number of out-
lets, there is much to be donated to 
people who are in need in diff er-
ent parts of the country. As Oman 
Food Bank is also looking for ad-
ditional support, we are delighted 
to have some of our team members 
volunteer as well.”

This agreement 

solidifi es the hotel’s

continuous eff orts in

food management

KR Eshraqa signs pact with 

Ministry of Education for 

infrastructure development 

in Wilayat Dima Watayeen

MUSCAT: As part of its consci-
entious eff orts to strengthen the
education sector in the sultan-
ate, Khimji Ramdas Group’s (KR)
Eshraqa has signed a memoran-
dum of understanding (MoU)
with the Ministry of Education
(MoE), to enhance the infra-
structure of government schools
in Wilayat Dima Watayeen, by 
equipping them with Smart tele-
visions, smart interactive boards,
desktops and security cameras.

The MoU was signed by 
Nailesh Khimji, Director, Khimji
Ramdas Group, and Majid bin
Said Al Bahri, Undersecretary 
of the Ministry of Education for
Administrative and Financial Af-
fairs at the third Oman Science
Festival, held at the Oman Con-
vention and Exhibition Centre
(OCEC).

By providing digital amenities
such as smart televisions and
interactive boards, Eshraqa aims
to help the schools make lessons
more engaging, interactive and
productive for both students and
teachers.

Commenting on the MoU,
Nailesh Khimji, Director, Kh-
imji Ramdas Group said, “In
line with Oman’s Vision 2040
goals, our constant support to
‘education’ comes as a continu-
ation of Eshraqa’s initiatives to
develop and improve the sector,
by providing infrastructure that
is at par with modern education
globally. The infrastructure and
learning environment of schools

have a direct impact on students
and teachers, and the quality of 
education. This MoU is thus an
endeavour to empower students;
and support the eff orts of educa-
tors in Dima Watayeen, to deliver
a comprehensive educational
experience that will positively 
contribute to the future of Omani
youth and strengthen the sultan-
ate’s human capital.”

Expressing her appreciation,
Majid bin Said Al Bahri, Un-
dersecretary of the Ministry of 
Education for Administrative
and Financial Aff airs mentioned:
“Children across the country de-
serve a quality education to em-
bark on their life’s journeys suc-
cessfully and become the leaders
of tomorrow. We thank Khimji
Ramdas’ Eshraqa for their com-
mitment to the development and
progress of local communities,
and urge other private sector
companies to participate in simi-
lar eff orts that help strengthen
the education sector.”

As a body that focuses on com-
munity well-being in multiple ca-
pacities, Eshraqa has and will al-
ways support learning initiatives
as part of its core belief to build
better communities through
education. Under its core pillar
‘Eshraqa Learns’ the team has
delivered a broad range of ini-
tiatives across Oman, since its in-
ception in 2016, and has support-
ed 82 government schools across
fi ve wilayats namely Samail, Bid-
bid, Izki, Ibra, and Bidiyiah.

M E M O R A N D U M  O F  U N D E R S T A N D I N G

Own Kia Carens and get chance to win fully paid trip to World Cup  

MUSCAT: Kia’s all-new Carens
is now available with Kia’s most 
popular off er. Buy the all-new Kia 
Carens and get an opportunity to
win a fully paid trip to watch Fifa 
World Cup event in Qatar.

During this campaign, Kia cus-
tomers owning a brand new Kia 
can get a chance to Scratch &
Win more than 100 match tickets
where they can witness teams like 
Belgium, Brazil, Germany, Japan
and more, live in action. Apart
from Fifa Qatar match tickets, cus-
tomers will also get Comprehen-
sive Service up to 50,000 kms and
1 Year Insurance. The campaign
will end on 4th November 2022.
(Conditions apply.  Please visit Kia 

showroom for details.)
The Kia Carens is a recreational 

vehicle (RV) that sports a perfect 
balance of being a family mover 
and a SUV in one compelling pack-
age. The three-row Kia Carens is 
comfortable and spacious with the 
longest wheelbase in its class.

The Kia Carens is powered with 
a 114 HP, 1497 cc MPI, Euro 4 en-
gine with 14.7 kg.m. torque. This 
is paired to a CVT for smooth and 
thrilling drives. 

The Carens’ stylish exterior 
embodies Kia’s latest design phi-
losophy – ‘Opposites United.’ The 
SUV-like exterior design shows 
the confi dence and innovation of 
the Kia Carens. The LED DRL in 

the headlamps is designed based 
on Kia’s new signature lighting 
concept – ‘The Star Map’.

The interior of the Kia Carens 
is impressive. The sophisticated 
interior features soothing colours, 
plenty of storage space with a lay-
out designed to put all occupants 
at ease. The One Touch Easy Elec-
tric Tumble in the second-row 
ensures easy ingress and egress of 
the patrons in the car.

The second row also features 
recline and slide functions for ut-
most comfort. In addition to the 
optimum space and recline func-
tions, the third-row seats can also 
be fl attened in the boot to ensure 
maximum cargo space. The car 

also incorporates cooling cup
holders & Easy Push Retractable
cup holder.

Giving the Interior of the Carens 
an even more appealing look is the
dashboard which has a wide high-
gloss black panel that accentuates
the overall design. 

The door trims look stylish and 
are uniquely designed for off er-
ing storage space. Inspired by air-
plane seats, all three-seat rows in
the Carens combine comfort with
aesthetics by matching materials,
patterns and colours in an elegant
manner. The centre switches are
uniquely designed so that they 
highlight the smart experience the
Carens off ers.

A L L - N E W  C A R E N S

Experience amazing luxury with Lexus ES 

MUSCAT: The Lexus ES is a luxu-
rious sedan that off ers luxury en-
thusiasts numerous opportunities 
to make the most of every journey. 
The Lexus ES is designed to make 
instant impressions. It’s range of 
advanced technology, safety fea-
tures and inspiring luxury make 
the ES one of the most desired 
luxury vehicles on the road. 

The Lexus ES is available with 
two powertrain options. The ES350 
is powered by a 3.5-liter 24-valve 
V6 engine that produces 298hp 
and 36.3 kg-m of torque. While the 
ES250 is powered by, high-effi  cien-
cy 2.5-liter 16-valve DOHC engine 
that produces 204 hp and 24.8 kg-m 
of torque. The two powertrains on 
ES350 and ES250 are paired to an 
eight-speed direct-shift automatic 
transmission.

The class-leading ES hybrid 
electric model is available with 
batteries that come with 8 years 
/160,000kms warranty and is 
automatically charged either 
by petrol engine or during brak-
ing or decelerating, eliminating 
the need to plug in a power cord. 

Furthermore, it hosts number of 
advanced technologies, yet drives
like any other conventional car
and does not require special fuel.
The ES300h off ers an impressive
24.1 km/L mileage.

The powerful and aggressive

looking Lexus ES350 F SPORT 
model, further enhances the driv-
ing excitement so that drivers can 
enjoy a sense of oneness with the 
car, born of its ability to respond 
immediately to driving enthusi-
asts’ intentions in various situa-

tions. In addition to a thrilling ex-
terior that highlights its bold and 
aggressive personality, the Lexus 
ES350 FSPORT features numer-
ous such as a retuned suspension, 
19-inch wheels and tyres, and 
unique aluminium interior trim 
that gives the machine a more dy-
namic look and feel. 

Completing the Lexus ES’ dis-
tinct personality is its exquisite 
interior that invites the driver and 
passengers to enjoy a range of ad-
vanced features off ering a refi ned 
cabin experience. They include 
Dual Zone Auto Air-conditioning, 
Voice Recognition, Power Rear 
sunshade, Premium Touchscreen 
Audio System, Android Auto & Ap-
ple CarPlay and much more.  

Highlighting Lexus’ unrelenting 
focus on safety, the vehicle ensures 
complete peace of mind with an ad-
vanced safety technology package 
that includes Anti-Lock Braking 
System (ABS) / Traction Control 
(TRC) / Brake Assist System (BAS) 
/ Electronic Brakeforce Distribu-
tion (EBD) / Vehicle Stability Con-
trol (VSC)among many others. 

L U X U R I O U S  S E D A N

Huawei launches nova 10 Pro in Oman
MUSCAT: Huawei Consumer 
Business Group (BG) announced 
the launch of the Huawei nova 10 
Pro, a beautiful trendy fl agship 
smartphone with the ultimate 
front camera and fastest charging 
that meet the contemporary, ever-
evolving trends among future-
minded youth of today. 

The 10th generation of nova 
inherits the design of the Huawei 
nova Series, bringing together in-
novative design and cutting-edge 
craftsmanship. It takes on the 
dazzling and chic Star Orbit Ring 
classic design. More especially, the 
smartphone has evolved its front 
camera capabilities with new add-
ed features, allowing nova users 
to express themselves more confi -
dently while staying in trend.

The Huawei nova 10 Pro will be 
available in an exciting Colour No. 
10 as well as in a premium and subtle 
Starry Black colourways in Oman 
on October 20 with pre-orders start-
ing on October 13 at a price of 254.9 
OMR from Huawei’s online plat-
forms as well as Huawei’s experi-
ence store at Mall of Oman.

The nova moniker is derived
from the Latin word “novas”, signi-
fying that every rising star is born
to shine, akin to the passion of 
youth when chasing their dreams
of a better future. Created on the
foundation of innovative technol-
ogy, every generation of the Hua-
wei nova series strives to repre-
sents the ideology of an innovative
piece of technology that has an on-
trend design, powerful cameras,
excellent performance and off ers
smart interaction experiences.
With that ideology in mind comes

the launch of the new Huawei nova 
10 Series, taking the series into its 
10th generation. As of July 2022, 
the nova Series has accumulated a 
total of more than 200 million us-
ers worldwide.

The Huawei nova 10 Pro comes 
in an attractive Colour No. 10 in ad-
dition to Starry Black colourways. 
Both of these two colours repre-
sents a distinct aesthetic style, 
and they both adhere to a trendy, 
youthful design philosophy. Col-
our No. 10. depicts exquisite and 
elegant aesthetics. Combining the 
chic metallic silver colour with the 
golden Star Orbit Ring and Icon, 
the 3D curved display of the phone 
is complemented, sparkling with 
layer upon layer to showcase fas-
cinating colour changes under dif-
ferent light and shadow. 

The Huawei nova 10 Pro inno-
vatively adapts a double colour 
coating process to enhance the 
design language of the Star Orbit 
Ring, creating a sense of harmony 
and symmetry. The Star Orbit 
Ring fuses technology and fash-
ion. Lastly, the Huawei nova 10 Pro 

features a brand-new COP encap-
sulation technology, allowing the 
display’s bottom bezel to measure 
just 2.56mm each allowing for a 
more immersive visual experience 
for users.

With the Huawei Multi-Vision 
Photography, the Huawei nova 10 
Pro sports high-quality dual front 
camera lenses. One lens features 
the industry’s fi rst front-facing 
60MP Ultra-Wide Autofocus 
Camera, supporting 100-degree 
wide angle  and 4K video quality, 
which off ers excellent resolution 
and light sensitivity. Addition-
ally, the front-facing 8MP Por-
trait Close-up Camera, another 
industry’s fi rst, supports 2X op-
tical zoom and up to 5X digital 
zoom, which allows users to shoot 
0.7X~5X zoom videos. Users can 
freely adjust the zoom range with 
the nearest eff ective focal length 
of 14cm to better present the scene 
and to improve the vlog-shooting 
experience, thus expanding the 
limits of human perception and 
bringing you the ultimate close-up 
portrait experience.

T R E N D Y  F L A G S H I P  S M A R T P H O N E
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Good time to own tech-savvy and 
stylish crossover INFINITI QX55 

MUSCAT: INFINITI Oman has
announced a special off er on the
premium INFINITI QX55, the
impressive crossover coupe that
off ers style, super technology,
comfort, space, and an assortment
of elements which underscore its
position as a luxury vehicle.

Customers who purchase IN-

FINITI QX55 during the promo-
tion period are eligible for free
registration, periodic vehicle
maintenance, manufacturer’s
warranty, AAA/ Road assistance
card. The special promotion is val-
id till November 24, 2022.

The scheme is applicable for
all the customers purchasing IN-

FINITI QX55 for personal use
only. Vehicles purchased with
commercial registration will not
be eligible for the scheme. Vehi-
cles bought for taxi, driving school,

ministries, fl eet, and rent-a-car 
usage will not be eligible for this 
scheme. The scheme is applicable 
for retail billing only.

Confi dent, stylish and tech-sav-

vy, the premium INFINITI QX55 is
a remarkable crossover coupe from
every angle. The soul of the iconic
INFINITI FX lives on in the QX55,
bringing an eye-catching crossover
coupe silhouette together with per-
formance-inspired details to create
something truly, unapologetically 
individual. The INFINITI QX55
has an entirely new shape with
more stylish details and a modern-
ised interior. From a provocative
design perspective, the INFINITI
QX55 is the spiritual successor to
brand’s iconic FX series.  The vehi-
cle’s striking roofl ine and unapolo-
getic shape are in tune with equally 
courageous buyers. 

A senior spokesperson at IN-
FINITI Oman said, “Enjoying a 
luxury status, INFINITI QX55 hits
the right notes, combining com-
fort, innovative technology, and
trendsetting style in equal meas-

ure. “Our valued customers can 
now avail the special off er to buy 
their favourite INFINITI.”

All customers purchasing IN-
FINITI QX55 in the scheme peri-
od will be eligible for free fi rst year 
vehicle registration.

Customers purchasing INFINI-
TI QX55 in the scheme period will 
get free Periodic Vehicle Mainte-
nance of three years or 50,000 kms 
(whichever is earlier). This off er ex-
cludes battery and wear& tear com-
ponents. This off er includes only 
the service intervals of 10,000Kms.

INFINITI QX55 purchased 
in the scheme period will have a 
three years / 100,000 kms manu-
facturer’s warranty.

Free AAA / Road Assistance 
card will be given on the purchase 
of INFINITI vehicles, for the fi rst 
year only and as supported by AAA 
Oman & UAE.

Customers who purchase INFINITI QX55 

during the promotion period are eligible 

for free registration, periodic vehicle

maintenance, manufacturer’s warranty, AAA/ 

Road assistance card

MUSCAT: In line with its com-
mitment to youth empowerment 
and its pioneering role in the fi eld 
of Corporate Social Responsibility,
Bank Muscat, the leading fi nancial 
services provider in the Sultan-
ate, recently hosted a gala event in 
Muscat to felicitate the 20 winners 
of the 2022 edition of the bank’s 
fl agship CSR programme.

The ceremony was attended by 
Sheikh Waleed K. Al Hashar, Chief 
Executive Offi  cer, Bank Muscat,
the bank’s Management Team 
members, a number of dignitaries 
from the government and private 
sectors, and journalists from top 
media houses in the country. Since 
its inception in 2012, the land-
mark Green Spop rtrtss prprogograrammmmee
has been supporting Omani youth, 
strengthening the role of sports 
teteamamss inin vvararioiousus ggovoverernonoraratetess anandd
developing new sports-related 
infrastructure across Oman over 
the yeyearars.s. YYeaearr afafteterr yeyearar, ththee prpro-o-
gramme sees excellent participa-
tion by sports teams from across 
the Sultanate e coconfinfirrmimingng iitsts ttrere-
mendous success and popularity 
with Omani youth. 

SpSpeaeakikingng aatt ththee evevenentt, HHamamzaza 
Abbas Al Ajmi, Deputy General 
Manager – Credit, Bank Muscat, 
exexprpresessesedd hihiss hahappppininesesss wiwithth tthehe 
success and achievements of the 
Green Sports programme. He said: 
“Bank MuMuscscatat ppayayss spspececiaiall atatteten-n-
tion to all programmes focusing 

on developing the youth as it is 
the best investment in Oman’s fu-
ture. The programme is truly one 
of its kind and we are proud of all 
the achievements so far, which are 
veveryry mmucuchh inin llininee wiwithth HHisis MMajaj-
esty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik’s 
directives on taking care of the 
asaspipiraratitiononss ofof OOma ini you hth a dnd 
providing them with a suitable 
environment to fully develop their 
skskilillsls aandnd ttalalenentsts. ThThe iimpo trtance 
of this programme is evidenced 
by its many positive results and 
ththee papartrticicipipatatioionn ofof aa llarargege num-
ber of sports teams annually in 
the programme. It is a matter of 
grgreaeatt prpridide thth tat GGreen SSports hhas 
further enhanced Bank Muscat’s 
leading role in implementing sus-
tataininabablele pprorogrgrammes tto support 
Omani youth in various fi elds.”

Hamza Abbas Al Ajmi added 
ththatat tthehe pprorogrgramammeme hhas so ffar 
benefi tted 163 teams with over 

50,000 members across the Sul-
tanate of Oman since its launch in 
2012. The bank is keen to continue 
strengthening its strong partner-
ship with Omani youth and help 
ththem a hchiieve thheir aspirations, 
including those on the sports fi eld. 
Encouraged by the overwhelmingg 
response to the programme over 
the years, the bank increased the 
number of annual winners to 20 on 
hthe occasion of the programme’s 

10th anniversary in 2021. This 
year too, the winning teams will 
bbenefifi t ffrom thhe bank’s support in 
providing natural / artifi cial grass 
football pitches, lightingg sysy tems 
and water desalination equip-
ment.”  He also thanked the teams 
for their contributions and coopp-
eration in making the programme 
a grand success.

During the event, Sheikh Waleed 
KK. AAll Ha hshar commended the 20 
winners, which are from diff erent 

governorates across the Sultanate. 
The winners include: Al Shabab 
Sports Team from the Wilayat of 
Al Mudhaibi, Al Sooad Sports and 
Cultural Team from the Wilayat 
of Dima WaTaieen, Al Yahmadi 
Sports and Cultural Team from 
the Wilayat of Ibra, Falaj Al Ouhi 
Sports and Cultural Team from 
the Wilayat of Sohar, Al Abyad 
Sports and Cultural Team from 
the Wilayat of Nakhl, Al Istqlal 
Sports Team from the Wilayat 
of Yanqul, Al Ma’ali Sports Team 
from the Wilayat of Qurayyat, It-
tihad Al Awabi Sports and Cul-
tural Team from the Wilayat of Al 
Awabi, Azaiba Cultural and Sports
Team from the Wilayay t ofof BBawaw-
shar, Al Haram Sports Team from 
the Wilayat of Barka, Batha Al Oud 
Spportsts, , CuCultltururalal aandnd SSocociaiall TeTeamam 
from the Wilayat of Al Suwayq, Al 
Hail Team from the Wilayat of Ibri, 
Al Rabi Spportsts aandnd CCulultuturarall TeTeamam 
from the Wilayat of Al Buraimi, Al 
Shabab Sports Cultural Team from 
the Wilayay t of Sahamam,, AlAl WWadadiyiyatat 
Sports Team from the Wilayat of 
Shinas, Al Tadhamun Sports and 
CuCultltururalal TTeaeamm frfromom tthehe WWililayayatat ooff 
Al Rustaq, Al Ittihad Sports Team 
from the Wilayat of Bahla, Al Ain 
Spports aandnd CCulultuturarall TeTeamam ffroromm 
the Wilayat of Wadi Al Maawil, Al 
Afi fa Sports and Cultural Team 
from the Wilayyatat ooff SoSohahar,r, aandnd AAll 
Owaid Team from the Wilayat of 
Al Mussannah.

B A N K M U S C A T

Joyalukkas adds sparkle to Diwali 

celebrations with festive off er

Vodafone brings sensory science 

to life at Oman Science Festival 

MUSCAT: Joyalukkas is off ering 
their patrons an exclusive festive of-
fer to add to their Diwali festivities.

Customers can now enjoy OMR 
5 gift voucher on the purchase of 
gold jewellery worth OMR 250 
and OMR 20 gift voucher on the 
purchase of diamonds, polki and 
pearl jewellery worth OMR250 
and more.

In addition to the exciting of-
fers, customers can now pay just 
10% advance and get assured gold 
rate protection from Joyalukkas. 
The gold rate protection ensures 
that the booking rate prevails in 
case gold rates increase on the day 
of purchase or if gold prices drop. 
This enables patrons to enjoy jew-
ellery shopping at a lower gold rate.

Announcing these off ers, Joy 

Alukkas, Chairman of Joyalukkas 
Group, quoted, “We always aim to 
make every celebration special. 
Our off ers are designed to delight 
our consumers.

“This Diwali, our customers can 
enjoy gift vouchers and assured 
gold rate protection. Simply put, 

our customers save big and cel-
ebrate big with Joyalukkas.”

The festive off ers are available
at all Joyalukkas showrooms in
Oman from October 13 to 25. Cel-
ebrate a sparkling Diwali and add
to your festivities with exclusive
off ers and more.

MUSCAT: Inaugurated under 
the patronage of Eng. Saeed bin 
Hamoud Al Mawali, Minister of 
Transport, Communications and 
Information Technology, Voda-
fone in Oman took to the stage 
at the 3rd Oman Science Festi-
val with an interactive showcase 
that brings sensory science to life 
through tangible experience.

Immersing visitors of all ages in 
Vodafone’s digital world, powered 
by technology and driven by in-
novation, the showcase is demon-
strating how the digital transfor-
mation journey that starts with 
the smallest interaction between 
humans and technology can drive 
change and enable growth.

Held at Oman Convention and 
Exhibition Centre from October 

10 to 15, the Oman Science Festi-
val is bringing to the public a new 
dimension of creativity, passion, 
and inspiration. Vodafone’s par-
ticipation and sponsorship of 

the festival stem from its com-
mitment to bring to Oman its 
global experience, knowledge 
and best practices when it comes 
to digitalisation.

A T T R A C T I V E  O F F E R P A R T I C I P A T I O N

Customers can now enjoy OMR5 gift voucher on the

purchase of gold jewellery worth OMR250 and OMR20

gift voucher on the purchase of diamonds, polki and 

pearl jewellery worth OMR250 and more 

AL RAZI PHARMACY OPENS 
NEW RETAIL OUTLET
Al Razi Pharmacy opened a new retail outlet at Fanja 

to serve the community. The outlet was inaugurated 

by Dr Humood Ali Humaid Al Marshodi, the Wali of 

Bidbid, and Fatma Yousuf Alawai, vice chairman of

Dolphin international in the presence of eminent

guests from various fi elds. It was followed by a video 

presentation and a  tour of the pharmacy by the phar-

macist in charge under the guidance of Dr Mahmoud 

Shabrawy, general manager of Al Razi Pharmacy. 

— Supplied picture
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