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Oman is set to build six new air-
ports, which are expected to
begin operations between 2028
and 2029, according to Naif bin
Ali al Abri, Chairman of Civil Avi-
ation Authority.

In an interview with Al Sharq
on the sidelines of the Future Avi-
ation Forum in Riyadh, Abri in-
formed that the consulting
designs for the new airports have
begun this year.

Through this planned expan-
sion, he said, Oman aims to in-
crease the number of airports in
the country to 13, facilitating do-
mestic aviation and bolstering
tourism.

The CAA chairman asserted
that with the completion of these
projects, Oman anticipates a sig-
nificant surge in airport passen-
ger traffic, projected to reach
50mn by 2040 from the current
17mn.

The upcoming airports are
strategically planned to attract
more international traffic and bol-
ster logistics and tourism in spe-
cific regions. These new facilities

will connect passengers with
Oman’s industrial areas in Sohar,
Salalah and Duqm.

Talking about National Avia-
tion Strategy 2040, Abri said be-
fore the pandemic in 2019, the
Cabinet approved the National

Aviation Strategy 2030. 
“Following the pandemic, we

focused on heavily restructuring
the aviation sector and disman-
tling our holding structure and
various companies,” he pointed
out.

“CAA took additional respon-
sibilities of building airports and
overseeing all related infrastruc-
ture. Given the change in fore-
casts for tourism beyond the
pandemic, CAA decided to re-
view its 2030 strategy and ex-

tend its targets to 2040.” 
The strategy involves multiple

facets beyond just airports and
commercial airlines, training and
traditional operations. “Today we
are talking about many new is-
sues, such as implementing new

technologies such as drones; at-
tracting and accommodating pri-
vate aviators including
amphibious airplanes or sea air-
planes; positioning our airports as
logistics centers; and perhaps
starting a new airline. All these as-

pects are included in the new Na-
tional Aviation Strategy 2040.”

CAA, in cooperation with 60
local entities, worked for eight
months to approve the 2040
strategy, the chairman high-
lighted.

CAA PLANS SIX NEW AIRPORTS
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The Secretariat General of the
Tender Board on Tuesday said
that the board floated 3,056 ten-
ders costing over RO584mn dur-
ing the first quarter of 2024
through the electronic bidding
system ‘Isnad’.

These tenders encompass
various development and service
projects across Oman. Among
the most significant tenders pre-
sented this year were the expan-
sion of the Muscat Expressway,
the establishment of Al Falah
Hospital in the South Sharqiyah,
the dualisation of the Al Kamil
Wa Al Wafi-Jalan Bani Bu Has-
san road, the unified municipal

system, establishment of a live-
stock market in Sinaw in North
Sharqiyah, and the rehabilitation
of the Al Qaim road from Al
Hazm to Al Washil in Rustaq.

The Secretariat General fur-
ther informed that 22 tenders
have been awarded in the first
quarter, with a value exceeding

RO136mn. This is a slight in-
crease from the same period last
year when 20 tenders were
awarded.

The most important tenders
awarded this year include the re-
maining works of the Al Shar-
qiyah Expressway Project (Part
Two-Phase Two) from Al Kamil

Wa Al Wafi to Sur in the South
Sharqiyah, consultancy services
for the design and supervision of
the proposed development of
Musandam Airport, and the sup-
ply of laboratory materials to the
Ministry of Health.

Other significant tenders in-
clude the funding to the National

Programme for CEOs, providing
high quality buses to government
agencies, a framework contract
for printing and supplying text-
books for four academic years to
the Ministry of Education, and
designing and constructing 14
schools in various governorates.

Contracts for constructing 20
housing units and maintaining 32
others in the wilayat of Shaleem
and Al Hallaniyat Islands in Dho-
far were also awarded.

Eng Badr Salim al Maamari,
Secretary General of the Tender
Board, stated that the secretariat
has worked to enhance the effi-
ciency of bidding procedures, de-
velop models to enhance local
content in contracts and tenders,
and ensure the implementation

of these models to achieve local
added value from spending on
government projects and pro-
curement. 

Additionally, procedures re-
lated to unified purchasing and
government procurement were
activated to achieve the best
value and service. He added that
the Tender Board has provided
numerous facilities to companies,
including measures to facilitate
bidding for small and medium en-
terprises and local companies. 

These measures include ex-
emption from registration fees
for SMEs, setting nominal prices
for purchasing tender docu-
ments, and exemption from pro-
viding temporary insurance in
tenders.

Over 3,000 tenders worth RO584mn floated in Q1 2024
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H E Sayyid Badr al Busaidy, For-
eign Minister, has welcomed the
International Criminal Court’s
(ICC) order seeking arrest war-
rants against Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu and
Defence Minister Yoav Gallant
on charges of war crimes and
crimes against humanity. 

“I welcome the clear-eyed
judgment of the ICC. History will
remember the real criminals
committing genocide and war
crimes against humanity. Justice
must prevail,” H E Sayyid Badr
posted on ‘X’.

ICC is also seeking arrest war-
rants against Hamas leader in
Gaza Yahya Sinwar; Mohammed
Diab Ibrahim al Masri, the leader
of the Al Qassem Brigades - bet-
ter known as Mohammed Deif;
and Ismail Haniyeh, Hamas’ po-
litical leader on charges of war
crimes and crimes against hu-
manity over the October 7 at-
tacks on Israel. 

In a statement on Monday, the
court’s prosecutor Karim Khan
said, “No foot soldier, no com-
mander, no civilian leader - no

one - can act with impunity.” 
The law, he said, cannot be ap-

plied selectively. If that happens,
“we will be creating conditions
for its collapse”.

“Today’s applications are the
outcome of an independent and
impartial investigation by my of-
fice. Guided by our obligation to
investigate incriminating and ex-
onerating evidence equally, my
office has worked painstakingly
to separate claims from facts and
to soberly present conclusions
based on evidence to the Pre-

Trial Chamber,” Khan said. 
The move against the Israeli

politicians mark the first time the
ICC targeting the top leader of a
close ally of the United States.
The decision puts Netanyahu in
the company of the Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin, for whom
the ICC issued an arrest warrant
over Moscow’s war on Ukraine,
and the Libyan strongman
Moammar Gadhafi, who had
been facing an arrest warrant
from the ICC for alleged crimes
against humanity at the time of

his capture and killing in October
2011.

By applying for the arrest war-
rants against the Israeli and
Hamas leaders in the same ac-
tion, the decision has attracted
criticism that it places a suppos-
edly ‘terror’ organisation and an
elected government on an equiv-
alent footing.

US President Joe Biden said it
was ‘outrageous’ to apply for ar-
rest warrants. There was “no
equivalence - none - between Is-
rael and Hamas”.

Hamas demanded the with-
drawal of the allegations against
its leaders, claiming that the
ICC’s prosecutor was “equating
the victim with the executioner”.

It said the request to issue ar-
rest warrants for the Israeli lead-
ership came seven months too
late, after “the Israeli occupation
committed thousands of crimes”.

Reacting to the news, Gallant
on Tuesday described the arrest
warrants against him and Prime
Minister Netanyahu as a ‘dis-
graceful’ attempt to interfere in
the war. “The State of Israel is not
a party to the Court and does not
recognise its authority,” he
added. 

Sayyid Badr welcomes ICC
action on Gaza war crimes 

Muscat - The Civil Aviation
Authority (CAA) has intro-
duced a new requirement
mandating formal training for
all drone operators engaged in
commercial or government
activities. 

The directive, part of Drone
Regulation No 1412/2023,
aims to enhance aviation
safety and operational stan-
dards across the sultanate.

According to the regulation,
all unmanned aircraft system
(UAS) operators must now
complete a comprehensive
training programme approved
by the Civil Aviation Authority. 

This training will align with

Civil Aviation Regulations
(CAR) 102/Subpart F or its
equivalent, ensuring that oper-
ators are well-versed in safe
and compliant UAS opera-
tions.

The regulation will take ef-
fect from December 1 this
year, and from then on, all ap-
plications for UAS operations
must include a valid training
certificate from a CAA-ap-
proved organisation. This
move underscores Oman’s
commitment to fostering a
safe and competitive aviation
environment while keeping
pace with global technological
advancements in aviation.

CAA mandates training
for drone operators

Through this planned
expansion, Oman
aims to increase the
number of airports in
the country to 13
with a surge in 
passenger traffic 
projected to reach 
50mn by 2040 
NAIF BIN ALI AL ABRI

No foot soldier, no commander, no
civilian leader - no one - can act with 
impunity. The law cannot be applied 
selectively. If that happens, we will be
creating conditions for its collapse 
KARIM KHAN

His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik has received a written message

from Gen Abdul Fattah al Burhan, Chairman of the Transitional

Sovereignty Council in the Republic of Sudan. The message deals with

relations between Oman and Sudan. It was handed over to Sayyid Badr bin

Hamad al Busaidi, Foreign Minister, when he received in Muscat Gen

Burhan’s envoy Hussein Awad, Sudanese acting Minister of Foreign

Affairs. During the meeting, the two sides reviewed the bilateral relations

and means of promoting them in various areas to serve the joint interests.

They also touched on the developments in Sudan

H M
RECEIVES
MESSAGE

FROM GEN
BURHAN

OF SUDAN 

Eng Badr Salim al Maamari
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MoH begins distribution of devices for diabetic kids
Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Health on Tues-
day began providing insulin
pumps and electronic sensor de-
vices to monitor glucose in dia-
betic children, marking a notable
advancement in paediatric dia-
betes care in the sultanate.

The initiative - spearheaded
by the National Diabetes and En-
docrine Centre - comes following
a Royal Order of His Majesty Sul-
tan Haitham bin Tarik issued in
February this year.

The Royal Order instructed a
budgetary allocation for acquisi-
tion of these critical healthcare
devices for Omani children under
18 years suffering from Type 1 di-

abetes. 
‘The state-of-the-art glucose

monitoring sensors represent a
leap forward in technology, offer-
ing precise control and manage-
ment of diabetes symptoms and
preventing the onset of severe
complications,’ the ministry said.

It added that there is no per-
fect cure for Type 1 diabetes, but

it can be controlled in children by
restricting the occurrence of its
serious complications. 

‘This is achieved through the
use of advanced medical meth-
ods and technologies, which im-
proves the quality of a patient’s
life by enabling him or her to live
more easily with the disease and
participate in various activities in

school and outside.’
In February, Dr Hilal bin Ali al

Sabti, Minister of Health, said the
Royal Order reflected His
Majesty the Sultan’s ongoing
commitment to elevating the
standard of comprehensive
healthcare for citizens. 

“This initiative significantly
eases the daily challenges faced
by children with Type 1 diabetes,
ensuring a smoother coexistence
with the condition and reducing
the risk of life-threatening inci-
dents caused by extreme blood
sugar levels,” Dr Sabti stated.

Introduction of electronic sen-
sors and insulin pumps is her-
alded as a transformative step
for better management of dia-
betes in children.

‘Denying NRIs option to vote from
abroad fails democratic principles’
Our Correspondent
Muscat

India is currently witnessing the
world’s biggest parliamentary
election, unfolding in seven
phases from April 19 to June 1.
With a large Indian diaspora in
Oman, the country’s expatriates
feel left out of the exercise to
choose their representatives for
the parliament. 

The expats in Oman are call-
ing upon the Indian government
to make provisions for voting
from outside the country so that
they could also participate in the
democratic process. 

Speaking on the issue, Lijoys
John, General Manager of Al
Fawah International, said that as
a resident of Oman for the past
20 years, he has had a voter ID
but has never been able to vote.
“It would be convenient if the
Embassy of India takes measures
to organise voting for us. Every
vote matters; it is important for
us to have the opportunity too.”

Denying non-resident Indians
(NRIs) the option to vote in their
host countries is an infringement
on their fundamental rights, felt
Devika Baburaj, a charted ac-
countant, living in Muscat.

“This denial undermines the
democratic principles of equality
and inclusivity.”

Over the years, several re-
quests and petitions have been
made to the Indian authorities in
Oman and in India with the ob-

jective of getting the option to
vote from abroad. 

Santhosh, the Kerala Wing
Convener, said, “Social groups in
Muscat like Kerala Wing, Malay-
alam Wing, Kairali Wing submit-

ted a petition to the Supreme
Court to enable NRIs to vote re-
motely (through ballots or online
voting).”

The Election Commission of
India and the government have
been exploring options and are
yet to provide any final decision.
“Full implementation requires
policy formulations to address all
associated challenges,” he
added.

The Indian Embassy in Oman,
when contacted stated that Indi-
ans can vote only when they are
present in the country as per the
government policies and not

abroad.
“If one is willing, he can travel

to India to cast vote. Hosting
polling at embassies is a daunt-
ing task. However, there have
been proposals to the govern-
ment, which are being looked
into,” said an embassy official. 

Travelling is not always feasi-
ble, Vinod Raghavan, an adver-
tising professional, said.
“Travelling back to India solely
for the voting purpose is imprac-
tical and costly and is the privi-
lege of a few.”

With the advancements in
technology, Raghavan said the

government of India should pro-
vide an option to vote remotely.
“This will ensure that NRIs have
equal rights and opportunity to
participate in the democratic
process from abroad.”

Aswan Sathyam, a Muscat
resident, added, “India is the
largest democracy and we as
NRIs feel left out during the vot-
ing process. 

“NRIs in the Gulf contribute
immensely to the economy by
remitting billions that helps in
growth of our nation. We de-
serve the right to vote from our
country of residence.”

Korean embassy celebrates Omani taekwondo players’ achievements
Muscat - The Embassy of the Re-
public of Korea in Muscat organ-
ised a reception on Tuesday to
congratulate the Omani National
Youth Taekwondo Team for its
outstanding performance at the
GCC Youth Games held in the
UAE in April. The Omani team
won 11 medals in total including
eight gold medals.

The former president of the
Oman Taekwondo Committee
Brigadier (Retired) Abdulmalek
Ghassan al Mazruoi as well as

Hon Mohamed bin Salim al
Harthy, Member of State Council

and Oman’s former ambassador
to Korea, attended the event and

addressed the gathering. 
This year marks the 50th an-

niversary of the establishment of
the diplomatic relations between
Korea and Oman. 

H E Kim Kiejoo, Ambassador
of the Republic of Korea to the
Sultanate of Oman, congratu-
lated all the players and talked
about Oman’s prosperous rela-
tions with Korea. “Taekwondo
serves as a common bridge unit-
ing the two countries. Korea and
Oman celebrate a friendship of
many years,” he proudly stated.
Contributed by Sneha Lijoys
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Oman, represented by the
Ministry of Heritage and
Tourism (MHT), will be host-
ing a regional meeting of the
UN Tourism beginning in
Muscat on Wednesday.

The three-day long meeting
of the 50th UN Tourism Re-
gional Commission for the
Middle East will see the organ-
isation of the conference on
‘Investing in Tourism: Oppor-
tunities and Challenges in Sus-
tainable Financing’.

The opening ceremony will
be held under the patronage of
H H Sayyid Taimur bin Asaad
al Said, Chairman of the Board
of Governors of the Central
Bank of Oman. 

H E Salim Mohammed al
Mahrouqi, Minister of Her-
itage and Tourism, said that
the hosting of this meeting
and conference is a great op-
portunity to showcase the
tourism assets and products
of Oman. 

“It underscores the signifi-
cant position of the Omani
tourism sector within the Mid-
dle East and globally, as Oman
has emerged as a promising
destination due to its diverse
tourism offerings.”

H E Mahrouqi told ONA
that the event will not only

promote Oman as a key venue
for international meetings and
conferences but will also high-
light its continuous efforts in
tourism development. 

Additionally, the confer-
ence will facilitate the ex-
change of experiences and
knowledge in the field.

The minister explained that
the meeting aims to reaffirm
the commitment to enhancing
the potential of the tourism
sector in the region. It will re-
view the plans and strategies
of the UN Tourism, along with
some upcoming projects. 

The discussions will focus
on aligning with the global
tourism trends that prioritise
the preservation of natural re-
sources and the reinforcement
of Omani culture and heritage.

It will offer an opportunity
to strengthen the relationship
of Oman’s tourism sector with
its regional counterparts.

Regarding the conference,
H E Mahrouqi noted that it will
address the sustainable fi-
nancing of the tourism sector,
discussing related challenges
and opportunities. 

“The goal is to raise aware-
ness about the importance of
directing funding towards
tourism projects that support
economic and social growth in
sustainable ways,” he under-
lined.

Regional UN meet to
focus on sustainable
tourism and financing

It would be 
convenient if the
Embassy of India
takes measures 
to organise 
voting for us
LIJOYS JOHN

(ANI)
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Govt units honoured for
institutional excellence
Our Correspondent 
Muscat 

In a glittering ceremony on Tues-
day, the Ministry of Labour
(MoL) awarded various govern-
ment units for their meticulous
implementation of the ‘Institu-
tional Excellence System’ in
2023.

The ministry hosted the Insti-
tutional Excellence Award cere-
mony to recognise the
“significant strides made by
these units in enhancing effi-
ciency and effectiveness”, said
Sheikh Mohammed bin al
Waleed al Hinai, Project Director
of the Individual Performance
and Institutional Excellence Sys-
tem at the Ministry of Labour.

The government units are
making huge efforts in imbibing
a culture of continuous develop-
ment within the workforce. 

“The effective response of the
state’s administrative apparatus
to the system’s requirements in
its initial years clearly reflects a
robust desire to embrace best
practices and achieve a signifi-
cant paradigm shift,” stated
Hinai.

While speaking about the
progress made since the sys-
tem’s inception in November
2022, he emphasised that the
initiative had led to the analysis
of 8,000 performance indicators
and feedback from approxi-
mately 170,000 beneficiaries.

The evaluation process, he

said, was focused on seven crite-
ria including leadership, strategic
planning, human capital, institu-
tional culture, partnerships, re-
sources, customer satisfaction,
innovation, governance, environ-
mental and societal impact. 

Each criterion incorporated
five distinct performance indica-
tors to assess the government
units thoroughly.

After a rigorous evaluation,
eight government units stood out
for their exceptional perfor-
mance, including the Oman
2040 Vision Implementation

Follow-up Unit; the Oman In-
vestment Authority; the Ministry
of Transport, Communications
and Information Technology;
South Sharqiyah governorate;
the Central Bank of Oman; the
Telecommunications Regulatory
Authority; Muscat Municipality;
and the Oman Authority for Aca-
demic Accreditation and Quality
Assurance of Education.

Additionally, the ceremony
recognised the best service pro-
vision outlets across gover-
norates for their exceptional
service in 2023.

H E Dr Mahad bin Said bin Ali
Ba’owain, Minister of Labour,
highlighted the profound impact
of the Institutional Excellence
System. “This system marks the
beginning of a relentless journey
towards progress and prosperity,
signifying a major stride in our
administrative evolution and a
benchmark for future advance-
ments,” he said.

The event was held under the
patronage of Sheikh Ghosn bin
Hilal al Alawi, Chairman of the
State Financial and Administra-
tive Audit Institution.

Our Correspondent 
Muscat 

The Ministry of Economy is or-
ganising a forum on Wednesday
focused on decentralisation and
economic diversification at the
governorate level.

The Governorates Economics
Forum will be inaugurated at the
Oman Convention and Exhibition
Centre under the patronage of H
H Sayyid Theyazin bin Haitham
al Said, Minister of Culture,
Sports and Youth, in the pres-
ence of H E Dr Saeed bin Mo-
hammed al Saqri, Minister of
Economy; H E Dr Khalfan bin
Saeed al Shuaili, Minister of
Housing and Urban Planning;
and Sayyid Ibrahim bin Saeed al
Busaidi, Governor of Musandam.

The forum aims to enhance
cooperation and exchange expe-
riences between various gover-
norates to achieve sustainable
development and economic di-
versification.

All governorates will review
their visions and plans to im-
prove their economies, aligning
with the Oman Vision 2040 that

provides a strategic framework
to develop the national economy
and achieve sustainable devel-
opment.

The participation of all gover-
norates in the forum will focus on
highlighting their comparative
and competitive advantages
within various sectors, such as
tourism, logistics, and industries.
They will also review the promis-
ing economic sectors and invest-
ment opportunities available in
their regions.

Additionally, the forum will
provide an opportunity to re-
view efforts in the implementa-
tion of strategic urban projects
and real estate development
plans, particularly in Muscat
governorate. 

These include digital projects,
partnership projects with the pri-
vate sector, and major projects
implemented by other entities.

The participation of all gover-
norates in the forum under-
scores the empowering effect of
decentralisation in development
work and decision-making for
development projects and initia-
tives.

Forum to review vision and
plans of governorates

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Authority for Small and
Medium Enterprises Develop-
ment (ASMED) launched the
‘Salalah Summer Nights’ activi-
ties in Dhofar governorate on
Tuesday, with an aim to support
small and medium enterprises
(SMEs).

‘The authority opened the
Salalah Summer Nights in the Al

Sadah Park in the wilayat of
Salalah,’ ASMED said in a state-
ment.

The event, which targets
SMEs across various sectors and
all segments of society, will con-
tinue until June 16.

‘The event venue has an en-
tertainment tent featuring chil-
dren’s games, competitions,
while a consumer tent has been
set up with approximately 70
participants from across Oman

and abroad, showcasing their
marketing and service products,’
ASMED stated.

The programme features po-
etry evenings, competitions,
popular bands, and live perfor-
mances by craftsmen. 

‘The event aims to promote
Omani products, create tempo-
rary job opportunities for young
people, and provide marketing
opportunities for SMEs,’ the
statement added.

ASMED holds Salalah Summer Nights
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BUSINESS
ROLLS-
ROYCE

BRIEFS

MARKET WATCH
MSX30 4,778.87

Sensex 73,953.31

FOREX RATES
(RO1 equals)

India 216.37

Pakistan 723.44

Bangladesh 304.49

Philippines 151.06

Sri Lanka 779.65

*Rates as on May 21
Source: xe.com

Euro area records
$26bn trade
surplus in March
The eurozone trade bal-
ance posted a €24.1bn
($26.2bn) surplus in
March, according to official
data released on Tuesday.

The figure improved
from a €19.1bn deficit last
year, Eurostat data
showed.

Euro area exports 
of goods to the rest of 
the world fell 9.2% at an 
annualised pace to
€245.4bn this March,
while imports decreased
12% to €221.3bn.

The EU ran a trade sur-
plus of €21.7bn in March,
compared to a €17.4bn
surplus in March 2023.

The EU's other major
export markets were the
UK (€29bn), China
(€19.8bn), Switzerland
(€16.8bn), and Türkiye
(€10bn). On the other side,
China was the main source
of imports, with €41.2bn,
falling 4.5% compared to
the prior year.

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Adrak Developers, the real es-
tate development arm of Al
Adrak Group, on Tuesday an-
nounced a significant partner-
ship with MTDI, a globally
acclaimed architectural and de-
sign group, as the master devel-
oper for Neighborhood 12 D (NH
12 D) project within the Sultan
Haitham City. This collaboration
follows the recent signing of a
development agreement be-
tween Adrak Developers and the
Ministry of Housing & Urban
Planning.

NH 12 D will encompass over
300 luxurious apartment build-
ings with various configurations,
spread across a land area ex-
ceeding 56,000 sqm, Adrak said
in a press release.

Residents of NH 12 D will
enjoy a vibrant community at-
mosphere with a central plaza, a
dedicated commercial area fea-
turing an array of restaurants,
and a host of other amenities.
The development boasts an esti-
mated investment value of
RO38.7mn and promises to be a
landmark addition to Sultan
Haitham City.

MTDI brings a wealth of ex-

perience and international recog-
nition to the project. With a
proven track record of designing
award-winning spaces around
the world, MTDI is renowned for
its innovative approach, focus on
sustainability, and commitment
to creating places that foster
human connection.

Dr Thomas Alexander, Chair-
man of Al Adrak Group of Com-
panies, expressed his
enthusiasm about the partner-

ship, saying, "We are thrilled to
collaborate with both the Min-
istry of Housing & Urban Plan-
ning and MTDI on
Neighborhood 12 D. Their com-
bined expertise positions us to
create a world-class residential
community that aligns with Sul-
tan Haitham City's vision and el-
evates Muscat's living
standards. We are confident
that MTDI's creativity and com-
mitment to sustainability will set

a new standard for luxury living
in Oman."

Marek, Group Founder and
Design Lead of MTDI, said, "We
are honored to be selected by
Adrak Developers for this trans-
formative project. Neighborhood
12 D presents a unique opportu-
nity to design a vibrant and sus-
tainable community that
celebrates Omani culture and
caters to the evolving needs of
modern residents. We are com-
mitted to working collaboratively
with Adrak to create a legacy
project that will enrich Sultan
Haitham City for generations to
come."

Ryan Maxwell, Business De-
velopment Manager at Adrak
Developers, commented, "The
collaboration between Adrak
Developers, the Ministry of
Housing & Urban Planning, and
MTDI signifies a new chapter for
luxury living in Muscat. This de-
velopment is more than just
beautiful apartments; it's about
creating a holistic living experi-
ence that fosters a sense of com-
munity and well-being. We are
confident that Neighborhood 12
D will be a highly sought-after
address and a testament to the
innovation and excellence that all
parties involved represent."

Our Correspondent
Muscat

According to the statistics re-
leased by the National Center for
Statistics and Information
(NCSI), the bilateral trade ex-
change between Oman and Jor-
dan saw a 25% growth in 2023,
reaching RO74.51mn compared
to RO59.75mn in 2022.

The NCSI data showed that
Omani exports to Jordan in 2023
rose by 28.2%, exceeding
RO43.85mn, compared to
RO34.21mn in 2022. Meanwhile,
Oman's imports from Jordan in
2023 amounted to RO27.51mn,
showing a 41.5% growth from
RO19.44mn in 2022.

As of the end of last year, pre-
liminary statistics indicate that
direct investments from Jordan
in Oman reached approximately
RO241.8mn. Additionally, 988
companies with Jordanian share-
holding were registered in Oman
by the end of 2023, compared to
758 companies in 2022, with a
total invested capital of more
than RO78.77mn.

In February, both countries
signed several memorandums of
understanding (MoUs) in areas
such as attracting direct invest-
ment, developing and boosting
cooperation between their
chambers of commerce, and
supporting foreign trade. A MoU
between the Omani and Jorda-

nian private sectors in the field of
supply and trade was also
signed.

In a statement to Oman News
Agency, Faisal bin Abdullah al
Rawas, Chairman of Oman
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (OCCI), said that eco-
nomic, trade, and investment
relations between Oman and
Jordan have witnessed signifi-
cant development and growth in
recent times, thanks to contin-
ued interest and support from
the leadership of both countries.

Over the past few years, the
two sides have held numerous
joint economic and investment
meetings and forums, gathering
officials and stakeholders from
public and private sectors to 
discuss expanding trade cooper-
ation and investment partner-
ships.

Muscat – Oman Arab Bank
(OAB) signed a strategic partner-
ship agreement with Ubhar Cap-
ital (U Capital), appointing U
Capital as the liquidity provider
for OAB shares listed on the
Muscat Stock Exchange (MSX).

Sulaiman al Harthi, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of OAB, and Ab-
dulaziz Khalifa al Saadi, Chief
Executive Officer of U Capital,
signed the agreement. The
agreement embodies OAB's ob-
jectives to contribute to the de-
velopment of the capital market
and ensure a liquid and efficient
trading environment for its
shares on the MSX.

In a press release, Harthi said,
“This agreement with Ubhar
Capital represents a new step in
OAB’s efforts to support innova-
tion in financial services and
comes within the framework of
the bank’s strategic direction to-
wards providing the highest value
to investors and shareholders.
With this agreement, the bank
continues its commitment to
sustainable growth and con-

tributes to achieving the goals of
Oman Vision 2040 by support-
ing efforts to revitalise the Mus-
cat Stock Exchange and foster an
investment culture.”

He added, “After completing
the merger of OAB and Alizz Is-
lamic Bank in 2020, OAB
emerged as a leading financial in-
stitution publicly listed on the
MSX with a market cap today of
$0.6bn. We had several success-
ful local and international bond

issuances, attracting local and
foreign investors. All of these
milestones contributed to the de-
velopment of the capital and debt
markets.”

Harthi further noted that
OAB's partnership with U Capital
underscores the bank's commit-
ment to ensuring a seamless
trading experience and liquid list-
ing of OAB stock.

Saadi said, “We are pleased to
have been appointed as the liq-

uidity provider for OAB. Our ex-
pertise will contribute to stimu-
lating trading and enhancing
liquidity flows for OAB shares,
strengthening its position as a
leading stock on the MSX.

“We aspire that this strategic
partnership will enable U Capital
to create value for OAB’s share-
holders and to expand the capital
market, which the sultanate relies
on to support diversification and
attract investments.”

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The economic and trade rela-
tions between Oman and Qatar
have witnessed significant
progress in recent years, with bi-
lateral trade exchange between
the two countries increasing
20% to QR5.4bn in 2023 com-
pared to QR4.5bn in the previous
year, according to a senior official
of Qatar Chamber.

The Qatar News Agency re-
ported that Qatar Chamber high-
lighted the close relations with
Oman Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (OCCI), citing the
exchange of business delega-
tions to explore new opportuni-
ties for cooperation across
various sectors in both friendly
countries.

Speaking at the OCCI's 50th-
anniversary celebrations in Mus-
cat, Qatar Chamber's First
Vice-Chairman Mohamed bin
Twar al Kuwari praised the
brotherly relations between
Qatar and Oman, emphasising
their advanced ties across vari-

ous fields, particularly in the
commercial aspect.

Kuwari noted that numerous
Omani companies operate in
Qatar across different sectors
and highlighted successful
Qatari investments in Oman. He
lauded the efforts of the Qatari-
Omani Business Council in en-
hancing cooperation between
the business sectors of both
countries.

Affirming Qatar Chamber's
commitment to strengthening
communication with Gulf cham-

bers, Kuwari stated that OCCI is
one of the most important and
active chambers among Gulf
chambers.

During the ceremony, OCCI
Chairman Faisal bin Abdullah al
Rawas reviewed the chamber's
progress, milestones, and con-
tributions. The event also
marked the launch of a new vi-
sual identity for OCCI, the es-
tablishment of the Social
Investment Center, and the
Center for Economic Studies
and Research.

Oman-Qatar bilateral trade
increases 20% in 2023

Adrak appoints MTDI
as master developer for
Haitham City's NH 12 D

OAB, U Capital sign strategic partnership
to launch liquidity provider service

London, UK – Oil prices fell on
Tuesday ahead of the release of
the minutes of the US Federal
Reserve's most recent meeting
to gain insight into demand in
the US and the Fed's interest
rate policy.

International benchmark
Brent crude traded at $83.24 per
barrel in morning trade in Lon-
don, a fall of 0.56% from the
closing price of $83.71 per barrel
in the previous trading session.

The US benchmark West
Texas Intermediate (WTI)
traded at $78.84 per barrel at
the same time, a 0.58% de-
crease from the previous session

that closed at $79.30 per barrel.
Oil prices drifted lower on

Tuesday due to "cautious" guid-
ance from Fed official state-
ments that disclosed that
interest rate cuts should not be
implemented hastily.

The recent statements issued
by Fed officials put downward
pressure on oil prices by fueling
demand concerns.

US Federal Reserve Vice
Chair of Supervision Michael
Barr said Monday that he thinks
inflation readings in the first
quarter of this year were "disap-
pointing."

Meanwhile, San Francisco

Fed President Mary Daly said it
was unclear whether inflation
had definitively decreased,
adding that there was "no ur-
gency" to adjust interest rates.
At the same time, the head of
the Federal Reserve Bank of
Cleveland, Loretta Mester, said
that inflation risks are on the
rise.

Market players are now
awaiting the American
Petroleum Institute's (API) fore-
cast for commercial crude oil in-
ventories to be released later on
Tuesday to gauge demand in the
US, the world's largest oil-con-
suming country.

The US Energy Information
Administration (EIA) will release
official stockpile data on
Wednesday.

Nonetheless, political uncer-
tainties in Iran and Saudi Arabia,
the world's major oil producers,
are bolstering supply risks and
supporting upward price move-
ments.

Tehran confirmed earlier on
Monday that Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisi, along with For-
eign Minister Hossein Amir-Ab-
dollahian and other officials,
perished in a helicopter crash on
Sunday afternoon.
Anadolu Agency

Oil prices fall amid uncertainty on US Fed's future rate-cutting schedule

NH 12 D will encompass over 300 
luxurious apartment buildings with 
various configurations, spread across a
land area exceeding 56,000 sqm

As of the end of 2023,
direct investments
from Jordan in Oman
reached approximately
RO241.8mn. Around
988 companies 
with Jordanian 
shareholding were 
registered in Oman
with total invested 
capital of RO78.8mn

Oman-Jordan
trade jumps
25% in 2023

MTDI brings a wealth of experience and international recognition to the

NH 12 D project
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New York, US – International
tourist arrivals and the travel and
tourism sector's contribution to
global GDP are expected to re-
turn to pre-pandemic levels this
year, driven by the complete lift-
ing of Covid-19-related travel re-
strictions and strong pent-up
demand, as per the new World
Economic Forum travel and
tourism study, released on Tues-
day. 

Topping the 2024 list of
economies are the US, Spain,
Japan, France and Australia. The
Middle East had the highest re-
covery rates in international
tourist arrivals – 20% above the
2019 level, while Europe, Africa
and the US all showed a strong
recovery of around 90% in 2023. 

Travel and Tourism Develop-
ment Index 2024 (TTDI), a bien-
nial report published in
collaboration with the University
of Surrey, analysed the travel and
tourism sectors of 119 countries
around a range of factors and
policies. 

"This year marks a turning
point for the travel and tourism
sector, which we know has the
capacity to unlock growth and
serve communities through eco-
nomic and social transforma-
tion," said Francisco Betti, Head
of the Global Industries team at
the World Economic Forum. 

"The report offers a forward-
looking window into the current

and future state of travel and
tourism for leaders to navigate
the latest trends in this complex
sector and sustainably unlock its
potential for communities and
countries across the world." 

The global tourism industry is
expected to recover from the
lows of the Covid-19 pandemic

and surpass the levels seen be-
fore the crisis. 

As per the report, this is
largely being driven by a signifi-
cant increase in demand world-
wide, which has coincided with
more available flights, better in-
ternational openness, and in-
creased interest and investment

in natural and cultural attrac-
tions. However, the report
painted that the global recovery
has been mixed. While 71 of the
119 ranked economies increased
their index scores since 2019. 

Although the sector has
moved past the shock of the
global health crisis, it continues
to deal with other external chal-
lenges, from growing macroeco-
nomic, geopolitical and
environmental risks, to increased
scrutiny of its sustainability prac-
tices. 

In addition, labour shortages
are ongoing, and air route capac-

ity, capital investment, produc-
tivity and other sector supply
factors have not kept up with the
increase in demand. This imbal-
ance, worsened by global infla-
tion, has increased prices and
service issues.

Out of the top 30 index scor-
ers in 2024, 26 are high-income
economies, 19 are based in Eu-
rope, seven are in Asia-Pacific,
three are in the Americas and
one (the UAE) is in the Middle
East and North Africa region
(MENA). The top 10 countries in
the 2024 edition are the United
States, Spain, Japan, France,
Australia, Germany, the United
Kingdom, China, Italy and
Switzerland. 

The results highlight that
high-income economies gener-
ally continue to have more
favourable conditions for travel
and tourism development. This is
helped by conducive business
environments, dynamic labour
markets, open travel policies,
strong transport and tourism in-
frastructure, and well-developed
natural, cultural and non-leisure
attractions. 

If managed strategically, the
travel and tourism sector – which
has historically represented 10%
of global GDP and employment –
has the potential to emerge as a
key contributor to growth, the
WEF said. 
ANI 

Dubai, UAE – The UAE has
ranked first in the Middle East
and North Africa (MENA) region
and 18th globally in the World
Economic Forum’s Travel &
Tourism Development Index
(TTDI) .

According to the report, the
UAE raised its score by 4.4% in
the 2024 index, climbing seven
places from its 25th global rank-
ing in the previous report issued
in 2021.

The report ranks 119
economies based on a set of fac-
tors, and the index consists of five
sub-indices, including the en-
abling environment, travel and
tourism policy and infrastructure,
infrastructure and services, travel
and tourism resources such as
nature and culture, and the sus-
tainability of the travel and
tourism sector.

The index provides a strategic
benchmarking tool for compa-
nies, governments, international
organisations and others to de-

velop the travel and tourism sec-
tor. The United States topped the
index, followed by Spain and
Japan, with the top three coun-
tries maintaining their ranking as
in the previous report.

Among high-income
economies, only the UAE and
Saudi Arabia were ranked among
the top ten that showed the most
improvement in their perfor-
mance between 2019 and 2024.

The Middle East witnessed the
highest recovery rates in the
number of international tourist
arrivals, 20 percent above 2019
levels, while Europe, Africa, and
the Americas showed a strong
rebound, regaining 90% of 2023
movement compared to pre-
COVID-19 levels.

The report anticipates that the
global and regional tourism sec-
tors will recover from its COVID-
19 lows and surpass pre-crisis
levels, driven by a surge in de-
mand worldwide.
WAM

Moscow, Russia – Russian state
natural gas giant Gazprom is try-
ing to diversify its export markets
to compensate for the market
decline it has experienced in Eu-
rope.

Gazprom, which recorded a
loss of 629bn rubles (about
$6.9bn) last year for the first time
since 1999, saw its revenue fall
from 11.7tn rubles relative to
8.5tn in 2022. The company's
sales revenues decreased to
364bn rubles in 2023 from 1.9tn
rubles the previous year.

Before the Russia-Ukraine
war, Gazprom's natural gas ship-
ments to Europe reached a
record high of over 200bn cubic
meters in 2018, but last year
shipments fell below 30bn cubic
meters.

The main pipelines carrying
Russian gas to Europe, Nord
Stream 1, Nord Stream 2 and
Yamal-Europe, have become in-
active, and one of the two
pipelines that distributes gas via
Ukraine has been disabled.

Today, Gazprom continues to
deliver an average of 42mn cubic
meters of natural gas per day
through a single line to Europe via
Ukraine. However, Ukrainian au-
thority statements reveal that the
gas shipment agreement with

Gazprom will not be extended,
while also being indicative of a
trend of further decreases in gas
volumes from 2025 onwards.

In order to compensate for
these losses, Gazprom is plan-
ning to increase its export capac-
ity through the TurkStream gas
pipeline and through liquefied
natural gas (LNG), as well as a
new pipeline project to China.

The company also aims to pri-
oritize the expansion of natural
gas consumption in its own
country.

Shipments to China
Gazprom, which has significantly
lost its dominant position in the
European market and is not ex-
pected to regain this position in
the medium term, has pivoted its
export priority to China, the
world's second-largest economy. 

With a consumption rate seen
last year of 430bn cubic meters
of natural gas, China is gas hun-
gry. The company exported
22.7bn cubic meters of natural
gas through the Power of Siberia
pipeline to China, but plans are

afoot to expand this annual ca-
pacity to 38bn cubic meters in
2025.

An extension to the pipeline
by building the Power of Siberia
2 line will see Gazprom’s aim of
increasing its total natural gas
shipments to approximately
100bn cubic meters.

Although China imports large
amounts of natural gas and LNG,
particularly from Turkmenistan,
Gazprom's difficulty in finding al-
ternative market share is a factor
that weakens the company's

hand in negotiating gas prices
with the Asian country.

Russia has long been negoti-
ating the construction of the
Siberian Power 2 pipeline, which
will transport 50bn cubic meters
of natural gas annually to China
via Mongolia.

Russian Deputy Prime Minis-
ter Alexander Novak said on
May 17 that they expect to get
project approval soon.

Aleksandr Frolov, an energy
expert at the Russian-based data
and analysis center InfoTech, at-
tributes deregistered assets
worth more than 1.1tn rubles as
the main factor in Gazprom's
losses last year.

'If we do not take into account
the assets that have fallen from
the records, the company's cur-
rent operations have generated
profits,' Frolov said.

He also perceives that China
will be the main target area for
Gazprom’s gas export expan-
sion. He forecasts that ship-
ments will rise to at least 48bn
cubic meters annually by 2030,
along with increases in gas ex-
ports to Central Asian countries,
to the extent that by the second
half of the 2020s, supply will
grow by at least 10bn cubic me-
ters, or even higher.

However, Frolov also drew at-
tention to some ambiguities as
to the timing of when the Power
of Siberia 2 line would be signed
off. Nonetheless, he foresees
that if the project is signed off
next year or in 1.5 years’ time,
Gazprom could deliver an addi-
tional 50bn cubic meters to
China by 2030.

Frolov believes that the loss
in volumes that Gazprom expe-
rienced in Europe was due in the
most part to falling demand for
natural gas on the continent,
with reduced consumption as a
result of high gas prices.

'Therefore, in order to com-
pensate for its losses in Europe,
Gazprom itself needs to cope
with the economic difficulties
that have caused gas consump-
tion in the EU and the UK to de-
crease by about 100bn cubic
meters since 2021,' he said.

He said that building LNG fa-
cilities would be a good step, but
warned that the issue is more
about incentives for the devel-
opment of Russian shipbuilding
and cryogenic (freezing) tech-
nologies to enable the further
development of LNG production
than trying to find new Russian
gas consumers.
Anadolu Agency

Washington, US – Inflation
in the US is slowing toward
the Federal Reserve's 2%
target level thanks in part to
a run of interest rate hikes
instituted by the central
bank, according to Fed Gov-
ernor Christopher Waller.

In remarks on Wednes-
day, Waller said the Fed's
restrictive monetary policy
stance is "helping to cool off
aggregate demand," adding
that softer inflation data for
April suggests that
"progress toward 2% has
likely resumed" after ap-
pearing to have stalled ear-
lier in 2024. Businesses also
seem to be in less need to
fill vacancies and offer rela-
tively high starting salaries,
which could lead to a mod-
eration in wage increases
and broader price pres-
sures, Waller said.

"Central bankers should
never say never, but the
data suggests that inflation
isn't accelerating, and I be-
lieve that further increases
in the policy rate are proba-
bly unnecessary," he noted.

The comments come
after several of Waller's Fed
colleagues sounded a
largely cautious note on
Monday, flagging that they
have yet to see sufficient
evidence that a cooldown in
inflation will be long-lasting.
As a result, they largely
hinted that borrowing costs
will need to stay at their
currently elevated level of
5.25% to 5.5% until there is
more proof that price pres-
sures are abating.

The Fed's next policy
meeting is slated for June
11-12. Traders are widely
betting that officials will
leave rates unchanged.
(Source: Investing.com)

US inflation
slowing 
toward 2%
target: Fed 
official

UAE tops MENA in 
WEF’s tourism 
development index

Global tourism set to return
to pre-pandemic levels: WEF 

Russia's Gazprom to diversify export markets

New York, US – Bitcoin on
Monday climbed above the
$70,000 level for the first time
in more than five weeks.

The last time the world's
biggest cryptocurrency stood
above that level was on April
12.

The price of Bitcoin topped
that at around 19:55GMT, while
it was trading at roughly
$69,800 at 4.16pm EDT for a
daily gain of 5.3%, according to
data from CoinMarketCap, a
digital asset price-tracking

website.
Ethereum, the world's

biggest altcoin by market cap,
was up by a massive 11.7%,
reaching $3,440 at that time.
Other altcoins saw their daily
prices gain as much as 20%.

The value of the cryptocur-
rency market stood at $2.54tn
with a 6.23% daily gain, while
Bitcoin's share of the crypto
market, known as dominance,
was at 54.1%, while Ethereum's
was at 16.2%.

Bitcoin on May 1 plummeted

below the $57,000 level for the
first time in more than two
months, marking its lowest
level since February 27.

The cryptocurrency market
experienced a selloff during
that period as investors' de-
mand for Bitcoin fell following
its halving last month, and Bi-
nance's former CEO and co-
founder was sentenced to four
months in prison.

The most recent rebound in
cryptocurrencies came on
Monday after US April con-

sumer inflation showed a slow-
down on Wednesday from the
previous month, boosting in-
vestor hopes that the Federal
Reserve could start easing in-
terest rates this September.

Moreover, Bitcoin ETFs, or
exchange-traded funds, saw in-
flows of more than $940mn
over the past week, which now
amounts to over $13bn since
the start of this year, according
to capital market firm Coin-
Shares.
Anadolu Agency

Middle East had the highest recovery
rates in international tourist arrivals –
20% above the 2019 level, while Eu-
rope, Africa and the US all showed a
strong recovery of around 90% in 2023

Bitcoin tops $70,000 for first time in over 5 weeks



06      MUSCAT DAILY      WEDNESDAY, MAY 22, 2024

NATION PLUS

Shofha, one of the region’s
homegrown streaming plat-
forms, has announced a strategic
partnership with Weyyak, a
prominent entertainment
provider. 

This collaboration aims to 
elevate Shofha's content offer-
ings, particularly in the highly
sought-after Indian, Arabic, and

Turkish content realms. This
strategic move will not only bol-
ster the existing content offer-
ings but also reinforce Shofha's
position as a leading provider in
the industry, a press release said. 

Shofha is poised to substan-
tially enrich its content library by
procuring an estimated total of
approximately 11,000+ hours'

worth of captivating and diverse
content, with a particular em-
phasis on Indian, Arabic, and
Turkish movies and series. 

Among the standout titles
that will now be available on
Shofha's platform include the
global Bollywood sensations
'RRR' (2022), 'Mrs. Chatterjee vs
Norway' (2023), and 'Bob

Biswas' (2021). This fresh con-
tent, alongside a variety of other
exciting options, is available
starting May 1.

Weyyak’s chief business offi-
cer, Nadine Samra, said, "We are
excited to join forces with Shofha
in this strategic partnership,
which marks a significant mile-
stone in our commitment to de-

livering premium entertainment
experiences to audiences across
the MENA region. 

This collaboration under-
scores our shared dedication to
innovation and customer satis-
faction, and we look forward to
elevating the streaming experi-
ence for subscribers of both plat-
forms."

Shofha announces strategic partnership with Weyyak

The prestigious Harvard Gradu-
ate School of Education recently
witnessed a groundbreaking
event – the inaugural Gulf Cre-
atives Conference (GCC) – con-
ceived and organised by Diwan,
a student-run initiative. 

This first-of-its-kind confer-
ence brought together distin-
guished individuals from all six
GCC countries, spanning diverse
sectors like healthcare, educa-
tion, and luxury. The aim was to
foster cultural exchange, build
meaningful connections be-
tween the GCC and the United
States, and ultimately, encourage
foreign investment in the Gulf re-
gion, a press release said.

One of the conference's most
captivating panels, ‘Evolving Ele-
gance and Arts: Navigating the
Luxury Market in the Gulf Re-
gion’, was moderated by Dr
Esraa al Shatti, a prominent fig-
ure in the GCC luxury landscape.
Dr Shatti opened the discussion
by highlighting the unique char-

acter of the region's luxury mar-
ket, fueled by its high concentra-
tion of affluent consumers. She
emphasised the industry's con-
sistent growth, driven not just by
a desire for exquisite products,
but also by the ‘socio-psycholog-
ical essence’ associated with lux-
ury brands.

Marco Parsiegla, CEO of

Amouage Perfumes, offered
valuable insights on adapting to
global trends while catering to
the specific preferences of GCC
clientele. Amouage's success
story, with its perfumes available
in over 70 countries, serves as a
testament to their approach, Par-
siegla said, attributing part of
their growth to its R & D strategy.

On May 10, the Indian embassy,
in collaboration with Vyaniti
Yoga, organised a yoga event to
commemorate the 10th Interna-
tional Day of Yoga. 

The occasion was graced by
yoga enthusiasts Kiran Asher,
Jayshree Asher, Chitra Narayan,
Dr Devyani, and Chetan Shah,
besides Reen Jain and Acharya
Manoranjan from the Indian em-
bassy.

The programme began with
felicitations of those who com-
pleted the teacher training
course under the Indian Yoga
Association -Foundation Course.
Certificates of appreciation were
awarded to encourage partici-
pants who practiced yoga dili-
gently. 

The main aim of the yoga ses-
sion was to spread awareness
about various practices of yoga,
and to promote the Indian cul-
ture by wearing traditional Indian

attire for all age groups. The pro-
gramme was meticulously cu-
rated to include yoga practices
for corporate workers, animal
postures performed by children,
and yoga based on chakra awak-
ening performed by women. 

The audience was guided
through meditation and actively
engaged in performing postures
along with the performers
throughout the programme. It
was conducted by Prema
Nagesh, founder of Vyaniti Yoga.

GCC creative conference
decodes luxury market

President of the Federation Inter-
nationale de l'Automobile (FIA),
Dr Mohammed Ben Sulayem, ar-
rived in Muscat on an official visit
aimed at developing motorsport
in the Sultanate of Oman.

Upon arrival, the FIA Presi-
dent was warmly welcomed by
Brigadier Salim al Maskari, chair-
man of the Board of the Oman
Automobile Association (OAA),
Brigadier Jamal al Tai, vice chair-
man of the Board of the OAA,
and Suleiman al Rawahi, manag-
ing director of OAA, a press re-
lease said.

During the visit, the FIA Pres-
ident praised the efforts of H H
Sayyid Theyazin bin Haitham al
Said, Minister of Culture, Sports
and Youth for his keenness in
creating a thriving sports envi-
ronment in the Sultanate of
Oman and emphasised the im-
portance of these efforts in nur-

turing talent and supporting
sports competitions at both,
local and international, levels.

Dr Sulayem also met with H E
Khalfan bin Saeed al Shueili, Min-

ister of Housing and Urban Plan-
ning, and discussed with him the
possibility of developing the in-
frastructure for motorsport in the
sultanate, including the estab-

lishment of more racetracks,
training facilities, and sports
tourism facilities. He also met
with Sheikh Khalid bin Mo-
hammed al Zubair, president of

the Oman Olympic Committee,
to discuss ways to enhance co-
operation between the FIA and
the Oman Olympic Committee
in the field of motorsport.

FIA president visits Oman to develop motorsport

Yoga Day commemorated
by Indian embassy

Toyota Oman has announced
the 5th and final raffle draw win-
ner - Al Sayyid Ahmad Badr
Hamoud al Busaidi  - from Mus-
cat, who purchased a Toyota
Camry 2.5 Premium, as the win-
ner of a Toyota Crown. 

The popular campaign – The
Biggest Excitement had many
benefits for customers opting to
buy a Toyota. Customers has a
chance to enter the Raffle draw
and win one from 5 Toyota
Crown cars and avail exclusive
benefits including Service from 3
Years /30,000km up to 10
Years /100,000km, insurance
for 1 year and free registration, a
press release said. 

Customers could also avail at-
tractive instalments during the
campaign that begun on March
3 and ended on May 1.

Building on the legacy of one
of the world’s best-loved vehicles
since the 1950s, the Crown has
been built to provide an intuitive
driving experience that will ex-
ceed expectations and establish
a new benchmark. When the first
generation was launched, the
Crown came to symbolise ‘inno-
vation’ and ‘pushing the limit’
within Toyota. Since then, it has
gained recognition in Japan as
Toyota’s premium sedan. 

The Toyota Crown is built
around the Toyota New Global
Architecture (TNGA-K) plat-
form. The new Crown comes ex-
clusively with a choice of two
environment-friendly power-
trains. The first hybrid electric
powertrain consists of a front
electric motor and Toyota’s first-
ever 2.4ltr inline four-cylinder
turbo engine with All Wheel
Drive, paired with direct shift six-
speed automatic transmission
with a combined power of 340
HP and 40.7 Kg.m. torque. 

The second hybrid electric
powertrain consists of two elec-
tric motors and a 2.5ltr four-
cylinder petrol engine,
generating a total power of 222
HP. The hybrid-electric system,
paired with an Electric Continu-

ously Variable Transmission (e-
CVT), achieves the lowest fuel
efficiency, with a consumption
rate of 21.6 km/l. 

The Toyota Camry is available
with a choice of three powertrain
options. They include a 2.5ltr
four-cylinder Dynamic Force en-
gine that produces 204 hp and

24.8 kg.m of torque which is
paired with an eight-speed Di-
rect-Shift Multi-mode automatic
transmission. A 3.5ltr V6 engine
with D-4S fuel injection system
produces 298hp and 36.3kg.m of
torque and which is mated to an
eight-speed multi-mode auto-
matic transmission. It has an

electrified hybrid system, which
combines a petrol engine and
two electric motors. The com-
bined power of the two power
sources is 208hp. It is also paired
with an Electrically Controlled
Continuously Variable Transmis-
sion (ECVT), delivering height-
ened driving pleasure.

Toyota’s Biggest
Excitement ends

Amita Sanghavi, English lec-
turer at Sultan Qaboos Uni-
versity, has been honoured
with a joint third prize in Italy’s
prestigious Amilcare Solferini
International Literary Compe-
tition. 

This year’s contest marked
a significant expansion, wel-
coming 65 participants from
41 countries across five conti-
nents, a press release said.
The competition, named after
the Rodallo poet Amilcare
Solferini (1870-1929), was
founded in 2016 by Alessan-
dro Actis Grosso, president of
CARC, the cultural association
of Rodallo.

Sanghavi, who represents
SQU and Oman, has authored
three poetry books and edited
two anthologies, showcasing
her literary talent. This 5th
award highlights the global
impact of her poems.

Other awards won by her
include  the open category In-
ternational prize in ‘The Sa-
vano International Poetry
Competition, 2020’ Italy. She
has also won the prestigious
Jury award and is part of the
land installation - Voices for
Peace - at Villa il Meleto di

Guido Gozzano.
Sanghavi has published her

poetry in journals and maga-
zines across India, UK, USA,
South Korea, Sweden, China,
Georgia and Germany. The
upcoming launch of her poetry
book at the Santiniketan Inter-
national Literature and Art
Festival, and her research pre-
sentation at the University of
Minnesota, Rochester,
demonstrate her continued
commitment to advancing lit-
erature and academic dis-
course worldwide.   

SQU lecturer bags
esteemed Italian
literary award 
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The Ministry of Education, repre-
sented by the Directorate-Gen-
eral of Educational Supervision,
concluded the Third Forum for
School Administration on its sec-
ond day with three simultaneous
sessions, in which 12 papers and
two dialogue sessions were pre-
sented.

The forum aims to inform
school principals and administra-
tive supervisors of modern edu-
cational developments, and to
activate them in society to
achieve integration with different
sectors of society. It also aims to
introduce target group to best
practices in the areas of digital
transformation, and harness ar-
tificial intelligence applications
and technologies in education.

The second day of the forum
began with a first simultaneous
session in which Dr Ali bin Mahdi
bin Kadhim, professor at the De-
partment of Psychology at Sultan
Qaboos University, presented a
paper on ‘A safe, Comprehensive
School Environment that En-
hances Psychological Awareness
among Students’.

The second paper was on ‘Im-
proving a Healthy and Equitable
School Environment’, presented
by Dr Amal al Mahana, senior
consultant at the Ministry of
Health, and Dr Khalaf al Omari,
associate professor at Sultan Qa-

boos University,  who discussed
school practices that enhance
national identity and global citi-
zenship. 

The first session concluded
with a paper on global marketing
skills among school principals,

and their role in sustaining school
projects, by Dr Ruqaya al Wah-
habi, a lecture at the Vocational
College of the Ministry of Higher
Education, Scientific Research,
and Innovation in Saham.

In the second session Hamad

al Shukaili, director of the Pro-
jects Department, Judiciary Pro-
gram at the Ministry of
Transport, Communications, and
Information Technology, pre-
sented a paper titled ‘The impact
of employing technology tech-
niques and judicial sciences on
the educational process’, and
Yaroub al Maamari, vice presi-
dent of the Omani Society for Ed-
ucational Technologies
presented the second paper ti-
tled ‘Digital culture skills, and
their impact on improving school
performance’.  

The third paper was pre-
sented by Dr Ahmed al Kalbani,
dean of the Advanced Cyber Se-
curity Academy, titled ‘Cyberse-
curity and its Challenges in the
Educational Process’. The final
paper of the second session was
presented by Badriya al Abri, dig-
ital transformation project man-
agement specialist at the
Ministry of Education, titled ‘Re-
engineering procedures and dig-
ital transformation as one of the
approaches to developing the
roles of school administration’.

MoE concludes third forum
for school administration Trend Micro Incorporated, a

global leader in cybersecurity,
announced the findings of its
2023 annual cybersecurity re-
port titled ‘Calibrating Expan-
sion’, on the sidelines of its
participation at the 33rd edi-
tion of COMEX Global Tech-
nology Show 2024 which will
be held from May 27 – 30,  at
Oman Convention & Exhibi-
tion Centre. 

The report revealed that
the company effectively
blocked and detected a signif-
icant number of threats world-
wide, amounting to 161 billion
threats on a global scale and
15 million threats specifically
in Oman, a press release said.

As a Diamond Sponsor,
Trend Micro will be showcas-
ing its state-of-the-art security
offerings, including On Prem
AI Security for Sovereign and
Private Cloud and the ground-
breaking Trend Vision One
meticulously crafted for busi-
nesses. This unified platform
offers an innovative and ro-
bust approach to cybersecu-
rity, surpassing traditional
methods. It strengthens cyber

resilience with Advanced XDR
and AI capabilities, providing
comprehensive ASRM.

This integrated solution en-
ables effective threat identifi-
cation, response, and risk
analysis through continuous
discovery and automated mit-
igation actions. By harnessing
these advanced technologies,
organizations in Oman can
bolster their cybersecurity de-
fences, supporting digital
transformation initiatives and
driving sustainable growth
across industries.

In Oman, the company
played a pivotal role in cyber-
security, with its solutions
blocking and detecting over 3
million email threats and more
than 2 million malicious URL
victim attacks. Additionally,
Trend Micro identified and
stopped more than 8 million
malware attacks, showcasing
its effectiveness in safeguard-
ing digital assets in Sultanate
of Oman. These recent figures
indicate, that throughout the
evolving threat landscape, or-
ganisations need to adopt
multilayered solutions.

Trend Micro elevates
digital resilience 

A delegation from the Direc-
torate-General of Curriculum
Development, represented by
the Human Sciences Curriculum
Department, visited the Maj-
dalawi Masterpieces Foundation
in the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan. 

The delegation also visited the
Lebanon Publishers Library
Foundation in the Arab Republic
of Egypt, a press release said. 

The two visits were carried
out over the course of four days
and targeted six employees from
the Arabic language curriculum
specialists in the directorate, an
assistant director of the Heritage
City School for Basic Education,
and a special education teacher
at al Tomouh School for Basic
Education in Al-Dakhiliyah Gov-
ernorate. It aimed to benefit from
the experience of the two institu-
tions in applying story series that
support Arabic language curric-
ula.

The visit included the presen-
tation of two training workshops

on building story series. The first
episode implemented by the
Majdalawi Masterpieces Library
Foundation, included introducing
the collection of story series, its

objectives, their application in
the classroom, and their impact
on raising students’ levels. The
second episode implemented by
the Lebanon Publishers Library

Foundation, touched on intro-
ducing the short story ‘Butterfly
Chains’, its objectives, and its re-
lationship to guided reading and
graded reading.

In preparation for the Sultanate of Oman’s hosting of Socca World Cup 2024, a partnership signing

ceremony was held at the Oman International Hospital headquarters between the Cristiano Ronaldo

Group, represented by the Isparia Clinic, and Oman International Hospital, with Sports Makers, the

organising body for the Socca World Cup 2024, Six-Six Football Championship, scheduled to begin on

November 29 in Madinat Al Irfan.

SOCCA WORLD CUP 2024 SIGNING CEREMONY Arabic Language experts visit Majdalawi

In the ever-evolving automotive
lubricant market of Oman, Eint
Automotive, a subsidiary of the
venerable Towell Group, stands
out as a pioneering force. 

The year 2023 marked a sig-
nificant milestone in their jour-
ney as they celebrated their first
anniversary of partnership with
PETRONAS, achieving remark-
able success.

Eint Automotive’s commit-
ment to excellence was spec-
tacularly recognised at the
PETRONAS Middle East Grand
Prix-2023, where they clinched
the title, a press release said.
This achievement underscores
the company’s dedication to
best practices and the effective-
ness of their aggressive market-
ing strategies, including the
launch of a visually striking new
website in Oman that signifi-
cantly enhanced their online
presence.

The grandeur of the awards
ceremony, held at the Jumeirah
Beach Hotel in Dubai, was
matched by the thrilling activi-
ties that followed, including a
drift sprint experience and kart-
ing at Yas Marina in Abu Dhabi.
These events mirrored the dy-
namic and forward-thinking

ethos of Eint Automotive.
The accolades from

PETRONAS during this event
were a testament to the posi-
tive impact Eint Automotive has
made within a short period.
Shajahan Azeez, AGM of Eint
Automotive LLC, attributed
these successes to the “sincere

teamwork” of their dedicated
staff, whose efforts have res-
onated deeply across the busi-
ness landscape in Oman.

Shajahan Azeez said, “Our
ambition at Eint Automotive is
not only to meet the needs of
today’s market but to set a
benchmark for tomorrow. 

With PETRONAS, we aim to
elevate our brand to become
the number one lubricant brand
in Oman in the coming years.
Our strategy involves pioneer-
ing initiatives, enhanced cus-
tomer engagements, and
sustained exce- llence in our
operations.

Eint Automotive wins ME Grand Prix 2023

The Healthcare Management
and Organisation Committee
convened its first meeting at the
Ministry of Health headquarters,
chaired by H E Dr Hilal Ali al
Sabti, Minister of Health, and at-
tended by representatives of rel-
evant authorities on Monday.

The minister elaborated the
importance of the committee, its
responsibilities, and its crucial
role in healthcare in the country.
He also emphasised the signifi-
cance of concerted efforts from
all involved parties to achieve the
outlined objectives, a press re-
lease said.

The meeting reviewed the
Ministerial Decision No
94/2024 issued by the Minister
of Health regarding the forma-
tion of the Healthcare Manage-

ment and Organisation Commit-
tee and the delineation of mech-
anisms to achieve the
committee's objectives.

The committee is tasked with
several responsibilities, including
organising ways to maximise the

utilisation of government health-
care facilities, their distribution,
management, and determination
in a manner that ensures the in-
tegration of clinical services
without compromising the ob-
jectives for which the healthcare
institution was established. It
aims to reduce waiting times and
eliminate duplication in the pro-
vision of services of the same
type to beneficiaries. 

Additionally, the committee
supervises the strategic plans to
combat epidemics, chronic dis-
eases, and rare genetic diseases,
enabling the provision of vac-
cines, medicines, and necessary
medical supplies for their pre-
vention in a manner that ensures
easy distribution without dupli-
cation.

Health Minister chairs meeting

The committee is
tasked with 
organising ways to
maximise the 
utilisation of 
government health-
care facilities, their
distribution, 
management, and
determination
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Berlin, Germany - German For-
eign Minister Annalena Baer-
bock on Tuesday urged more
military support for Ukraine as
she arrived in Kyiv for talks with
Ukrainian leadership.

“To protect Ukraine from the
Russian hail of missiles and
drones, it urgently needs more
air defence. That’s why, together
with (German) Defence Minis-
ter (Boris) Pistorius, I launched a
global initiative for more air de-
fence,” Baerbock said in a state-
ment. “Almost €1bn
(US$1.09bn) have now been
raised to provide additional sup-
port for the Ukrainian air de-
fence forces, and we are working
intensively to ensure that there
is even more,” she added. 

Baerbock stressed that every-
thing should be done to ensure
that ‘Ukraine can survive, so that
Ukrainians can continue to live

self-determined lives in the fu-
ture’. The German minister said
last week that the Ukrainian
Armed Forces need more long-
range weapons to be able to hit
targets deep behind the frontline
as Russia makes gains on the
battlefield.

Speaking on the sidelines of a
meeting of European foreign
ministers in Strasbourg, Baer-
bock called the military situation
in north-east Ukraine as ‘highly
dramatic’ amid reports that Rus-
sian forces are making signifi-
cant advances of up to 10km

(6.2 miles) in one place.
Germany is now Ukraine’s

second-biggest arms supplier,
after the Americans, but Chan-
cellor Olaf Scholz has refused to
provide Ukraine Taurus missiles,
saying that doing so would drag
Germany deeper into the war.

Baerbock’s arrival was re-
ported by local media and later
confirmed by a statement from
the German Foreign Office,
which noted the visit to be her
eighth since the launch of Rus-
sia’s ‘special military operation’
in February 2022.

“Russian rocket terror, con-
stant air alerts, permanent
power outages, hardly any
water: the situation in Ukraine
has once again escalated dra-
matically with the massive Rus-
sian air strikes on the civilian
infrastructure and the brutal
Russian offensive in Kharkiv,”

Baerbock was quoted as saying
following her arrival.

“We must now join forces so
that Ukraine can survive, so that
Ukrainians can continue to live
self-determined lives in the fu-
ture. And so that (Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir) Putin’s troops
don’t soon find themselves at
our own borders,” the foreign
minister added.

Leopard tanks 
from Spain 
Spain will send a second batch of
Leopard tanks to Ukraine along
with other weapons, the coun-
try’s defence minister an-
nounced opn Monday.

During a meeting of the
Ukraine Defence Contact Group
attended by representatives of
the US Defence Department,
Ukraine and other nations, De-
fence Minister Margarita Robles
urged the international commu-
nity to continue supporting Kyiv.

Given the ‘critical situation’

that Ukraine is dealing with
now, Robles said it was a ‘collec-
tive obligation to continue pro-
viding, with even greater
urgency, the support that
Ukraine needs and deserves’,
according to a statement from
Spain’s Defence Ministry. Be-
sides the Leopard tanks, Robles
also announced a military pack-
age that includes 155mm ar-
tillery ammunition, Patriot
anti-aircraft missiles, anti-drone
systems and optronic surveil-
lance and tracking systems.

In a post on X, Ukraine’s De-
fence Ministry said it is ‘grateful
to Spain’ for the package.
Anadolu Agency

Germany seeks more support for Ukraine
German FM
Annalena
Baerbock
arrived in Kyiv
for talks with
Ukrainian
leadership

German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock

Istanbul, Turkey - Australia and
New Zealand are evacuating their
citizens from the violence-hit
French colony of New Caledonia.

“We’ve received clearance
for two Australian government-
assisted departure flights today
for Australian and other tourists
to depart New Caledonia,” For-
eign Minister Penny Wong said.

She added: “Passengers are
being prioritised based on need.
We continue to work on further
flights.”

Two C-130 Hercules planes
of the Australian Air Force ar-
rived at Magenta Airport in New
Caledonia’s capital Noumea on
Tuesday.

New Zealand Foreign Minis-
ter Winston Peters said a gov-
ernment plane will bring home
its citizens from New Caledonia
who ‘have faced a challenging
few days’.

“The situation in New Cale-
donia remains dynamic, and
New Zealand officials are con-

tinuing to work with French
counterparts and other partners
especially Australia to under-
stand what is needed to ensure
the safety of our people there,”
Peters said.

The evacuation of foreigners
from New Caledonia came as
French President Emmanuel
Macron convened a third de-

fence and national security
council meeting on Monday
over riots in the overseas terri-
tory of New Caledonia.

The unrest has gripped New
Caledonia for a week, prompt-
ing Paris to declare a state of
emergency.

French territorial High Com-
mission on the island had said

that more than 1,000 police of-
ficers, gendarmes, and civil se-
curity agents were sent to assist
the local forces to reinstate
order.

The French forces launched
an operation on Sunday to re-
gain access to some parts of the
capital Noumea and also to re-
open the airport.

At least six people, including
two gendarmes, were killed dur-
ing the riots, and 240 rioters ar-
rested, the statement noted.

The unrest was sparked by a
constitutional review initiated
by Interior Minister Gerald Dar-
manin in New Caledonia.

If the changes are adopted,
French nationals who have lived
on the island for at least 10
years will be eligible to vote in
local elections.

Locals, however, are con-
cerned that such changes will
dilute the indigenous Kanak
population’s vote.
Anadolu Agency

Washington, D.C, US - The
White House on Monday urged
the Senate to pass a border se-
curity bill later this week that Re-
publicans blocked in February.

“This bipartisan border legis-
lation would deliver the signifi-
cant policy changes, resources
and personnel needed to secure
our border and make our country
safer,” Press Secretary Karine
Jean-Pierre said in a statement.

She said it would add thou-
sands of additional Border Patrol
agents, invest in technology to
catch fentanyl and go after drug
traffickers and add asylum offi-
cers and immigration officers.

“We strongly support this leg-
islation and call on every Senator
to put partisan politics aside and
vote to secure the border,” she
added.

Senate Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer said on Monday that he
would put the ‘strongest, most
comprehensive’ border security
bill back on the Senate floor.

The bipartisan border bill

would reform asylum laws, boost
staffing at the border, stop the
flow of drugs like fentanyl, and
give emergency powers to shut
the border, he added.

However, House Speaker
Mike Johnson’s GOP leadership
team issued a statement saying
the bill has already failed once in
the Senate because ‘it would ac-
tually codify many of the disas-
trous Biden open border policies
that created this crisis in the first
place’. “Should it reach the
House, the bill would be dead on
arrival,” the statement said.

Meanwhile, President Joe
Biden spoke with Johnson and
Senate Minority Leader Mitch
McConnell on Monday as the
White House pushed for the
bill’s passage.

“In these calls, President
Biden reiterated that Congres-
sional Republicans should stop
playing politics and act quickly to
pass this bipartisan border legis-
lation,” the White House said.
Anadolu Agency

White House pushes senators
to pass border security bill

Australia, NZ evacuate citizens
from violence-hit New Caledonia

Nairobi, Kenya - A recent spate
of attacks by rabid hyenas in the
Kenyan capital Nairobi has sent
a ripple of fear through the city
and across the East African
country.

In February this year, the
Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS)
confirmed rabies as the cause
behind hyena attacks in Nairobi,
Kajiado and Kiambu counties.

KWS attributed the unusual
aggression to rabies, citing its
well-documented tendency to
induce abnormal animal be-
haviour. “The general public in
the affected localities, in particu-
lar, are advised to exercise cau-
tion as they go about their daily
activities as the necessary mea-
sures are put in place to manage
the situation,” it said.

These attacks have tragically
claimed the lives of two people
and caused injuries to others.
Moreover, the hyenas have ex-
panded their targets beyond hu-
mans, with reports indicating a
rise in attacks on domestic ani-
mals such as dogs and cats.

However, amid the concern, a
heart-warming trend has
emerged: a significant increase in
responsible pet ownership.
Kenyans across Nairobi are tak-
ing proactive steps to safeguard
their beloved cats and dogs, and
in turn, curb the potential spread
of rabies.

Free veterinary clinics across
Nairobi funded by non-govern-
mental organisations and gener-
ous well-wishers are
experiencing overwhelming de-
mand as pet owners flood in,
seeking rabies vaccinations for
their beloved furry companions.

At a clinic set up at the Kayole
Community Centre, John
Muchai Mbugua Mwangi, a res-
ident, waits patiently with his
Jack Russell terrier, Spark.

Spark, a ball of boundless en-
ergy, bounces in John’s arms,
eager to greet everyone.

“This whole hyena situation
gave me a real scare,” Mwangi
confessed to Anadolu.

“I wouldn’t dream of anything
happening to Spark. He’s more

than just a pet; he’s family. Get-
ting him vaccinated is the least I
can do.”

Across the waiting room sits
Sarah Wambui, gently stroking
her sleek Doberman Pinscher,
Max.

“Max is my shadow,” Sarah
explains. “We go everywhere to-
gether. The thought of him get-
ting bitten by a rabid animal is

terrifying. Getting him vacci-
nated is a no-brainer.”

Beyond just
vaccinations
Responsible pet owners are also
considering additional measures
to protect their animals and the
wider community.

Spaying and neutering, a pro-
cedure that sterilises pets, is

gaining significant traction as it
not only helps control pet popu-
lations but also reduces the risk
of stray animals encountering
rabid hyenas, or any other wild
animal for that matter.

Ella Stekly, a volunteer veteri-
narian at the clinic, explained to
Anadolu the benefits with a
warm smile. “Spaying and neu-
tering is a win-win situation. It

keeps pets healthy, reduces the
number of strays on the streets,
and ultimately helps control the
spread of diseases like rabies.”

Many of the volunteers are
animal lovers themselves, and
the recent events have only
strengthened their resolve.

David Njoroge, a veterinary
student who volunteers his time
at the clinic, said: “These attacks
were a wake-up call, but it’s also
a chance for us to come together
and do what’s right for our pets
and our city.”

Njoroge spends his days edu-
cating pet owners about rabies
and the importance of preventa-
tive measures. “The more in-
formed people are, the better
equipped they are to protect
their animals,” he added.

“We’re all here to lend a paw,”
Njoroge said, acknowledging the
unique role of animal welfare in
community support.

“Normally, it’s ‘lend a hand,’
but in our case, it’s about extend-
ing a helping paw to our furry
friends who rely on us for protec-

tion and care.”
The impact of the surge in re-

sponsible pet ownership is evi-
dent in the clinic itself; previously
at such clinics, the waiting area
might have had a few scattered
pet owners.

Now, it’s a vibrant space filled
with wagging tails, curious
meows, and the concerned chat-
ter of pet parents.

One corner sees Michael
Otieno patiently waiting with his
two playful kittens, Peaches and
Nala.“These little ones are full of
mischief,” Otieno chuckles, ‘but
their playful swats won’t stand a
chance against a rabid hyena.
Getting them vaccinated is the
responsible thing to do’.

Across from him sits Mary
Atieno, her loyal German Shep-
herd, Kelly, by her side.

“Kelly is my protector,” Atieno
said firmly. “There’s no way I’m
letting him outside without
proper protection. Vaccination
and keeping him leashed are
non-negotiable.”
Anadolu Agency

Pet owners band together as attacks by rabid hyenas surge in Kenya’s capital

Almost €1bn have now been raised
to provide  additional support for
the Ukrainian air defence forces,
and we are working intensively to
ensure that there is even more 
ANNALENA BAERBOCK

We strongly 
support this 
legislation and call
on every Senator to
put partisan 
politics aside and
vote to secure the
border 
KARINE JEAN�PIERRE
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Tehran, Iran - The funeral proces-
sion for late Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisi and other officials
who died in a helicopter crash
started on Tuesday in the north-
western city of Tabriz.

Tens of thousands of Iranians,
including senior officials and mili-
tary commanders, gathered in the
city’s Martyrs Square to witness
the funeral rites of the country’s
late president and other officials
who died in the incident.

Their bodies will be flown later
in the day to the central Iranian
city of Qom, which is home to one
of the revered shrines and reli-
gious seminaries where Raisi
studied.

Following the second funeral in
Qom, they will be brought to the
capital Tehran, where Iran’s
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei is expected to lead
congregational funeral prayers for
them. On Thursday, according to
the itinerary, Raisi will be taken to
his hometown of Mashhad for
burial at the revered shrine of
Imam Reza.

Raisi, the 8th Iranian president
since the 1979 Islamic Revolution,
served as the custodian of the
Imam Reza shrine for several
years before becoming the coun-
try’s judiciary chief in 2019 and
president in 2021. 

After a nightlong search oper-
ation hampered by bad weather,
Raisi, Foreign Minister Hossein
Amir-Abdollahian, and other top
officials were declared dead on
Monday morning.

Dozens of emergency rescue
teams were dispatched to the

mountainous area in East Azer-
baijan province, where the acci-
dent occurred Sunday afternoon.

According to the Iranian Con-
stitution, First Vice President Mo-
hammad Mokhber will assume

powers of the presidency until
new elections are held.

Iranian Vice President for Exec-
utive Affairs Mohsen Mansouri
said on Monday that the body of
Ebrahim Raisi would be buried on

Thursday in the northeastern city
of Mashhad. He made the re-
marks while elaborating on the
planned measures for the holding
of the mourning ceremonies of
Raisi and members of his accom-
panying team.

He noted that in view of the
frequent requests by people in dif-
ferent provinces for attending the
mourning ceremonies, the Iranian
Education Ministry had cancelled
all students’ exams from Tuesday
to Friday, adding nationwide clo-
sure had been announced for

Wednesday to better hold the
mourning ceremonies.

The funeral ceremonies would
be held for Raisi in Tabriz, Qom,
the capital Tehran, Birjand and
Mashhad from Tuesday to Thurs-
day, and the president’s body
would be buried in the holy shrine
of Imam Reza in Mashhad on
Thursday night.

Iran’s Supreme Leader Ali
Khamenei on Monday declared
five days of national mourning
over the incident.
Agencies

Raisi’s body to be buried
on Thursday in Mashhad

Jerusalem - Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu said on
Monday that a call for arrest
warrants by the International
Criminal Court (ICC) against him
and his Defence Minister Yoav
Gallant will not tie Israel’s hands
in its war on Gaza.

In video statement, Ne-
tanyahu said the ICC’s warrants
are directed against all of Israel
and reiterated that the court’s
move was antisemitic.

He harshly attacked ICC Pub-
lic Prosecutor Karim Khan, claim-
ing that seeking to issue arrest
warrants against him and Gallant
along with three leaders from the
Palestinian group Hamas is ‘an
utter distortion of reality’.

Several Israeli officials includ-
ing Foreign Minister Israel Katz
slammed Khan’s announcement
made earlier in the day, with all
of them accusing the ICC of an-
tisemitism. Hamas earlier called

on Khan to cancel the request for
arrest warrants against three of
its leaders.

In a statement, it said the
ICC’s arrest warrants came late
after seven months ‘during which

the Israeli occupation committed
thousands of crimes against
Palestinian civilians, including
children, women, doctors and
journalists’.

Khan applied for arrest war-

rants against Netanyahu, Gallant
and Hamas leaders including po-
litical chief Ismail Haniyeh, Gaza
leader Yahya Sinwar and military
chief Mohammed Deif.

Khan said he has reasonable

grounds to believe that Ne-
tanyahu and Gallant bear crimi-
nal responsibility for ‘war crimes
and crimes against humanity’
committed on Palestinian territo-
ries, specifically in the Gaza Strip,
from at least October 8 last year.

He added that the arrest war-
rants for the three Hamas lead-
ers are for ‘war crimes and
crimes against humanity’ com-
mitted in Israel and the Gaza
Strip ‘from at least 7 October
2023’.

Meanwhile, US President Joe
Biden defended Israel’s ongoing
onslaught in the Gaza Strip, say-
ing on Monday that what is hap-
pening in the besieged enclave is
‘not genocide’. “Let me be clear:
contrary to allegations against Is-
rael made by the International
Court of Justice, what’s happen-
ing is not genocide. We reject
that,” Biden said.
Anadolu Agency

Netanyahu vows to continue onslaught against Gaza

Istanbul, Turkey - China on
Tuesday said the extradition
case against WikiLeaks co-
founder Julian Assange shows
that ‘exposing the US leads to
punishment’, state media re-
ported.

Assange’s case shows the
world what ‘American-style
freedom of the press’ is, said
Wang Wenbin, spokesman of
China’s Foreign Ministry.

It demonstrates that ‘expos-
ing other countries should be re-
warded, while exposing the US
leads to punishment’, Wang told
reporters in Beijing.

“To the US, freedom of the
press, like democratic human
rights, is just a tool the US uses
to suppress dissidents and
maintain its own hegemony,”
Wang asserted.

Assange on Monday won a

legal bid to appeal against his
extradition to the US from
Britain. The journalist and Wik-
iLeaks co-founder, who was to
be extradited to the US on espi-

onage charges, will now take his
case to a new appeal hearing.

He has been facing 17 charges
of espionage, on which he may
receive up to 175 years in prison.

Assange, who has been de-
tained in a UK prison since 2019,
faces extradition over allega-
tions of leaking classified mili-
tary documents in 2010-2011.

The UK High Court, in a piv-
otal 2021 ruling, decreed that
Assange should be extradited,
dismissing assertions over his
fragile mental state and the risks
he might face in a US correc-
tional facility.

Following the suit, the
Supreme Court upheld the deci-
sion in 2022, while then-Home
Secretary Priti Patel affirmed the
extradition order.

In his latest bid for a reprieve,
Assange is seeking authorisation
to scrutinize Patel’s determina-
tion and challenge the initial
2021 court verdict.

A UK High Court ruling in
March granted Assange the
right to appeal his extradition to
the US, deciding against the im-
mediate implementation of the
decision.
Anadolu Agency

Assange case shows that ‘exposing US’ leads to punishment: China

Geneva, Switzerland - The
World Health Organization
(WHO) chief on Tuesday ex-
pressed concern over safety of
patients and staff in Gaza’s be-
sieged Al-Awda hospital.

“Al-Awda Hospital in
northern Gaza has been under
siege since 19 May, with no
one allowed to leave or enter;
148 hospital staff, 22 patients
and their companions are still
trapped inside,” Tedros Ad-
hanom Ghebreyesus said on
X. Tedros noted that medical
staff inside the hospital re-
ported an attack on Monday,
‘with snipers aiming at the
building and an artillery rocket
hitting the fifth floor, where the
administration department is
located’.

No injuries were reported,
he added. 

“We are deeply concerned
about the safety of the remain-
ing patients and hospital staff,”
he said, adding: “We appeal
for their protection, for hu-
manitarian access and an im-
mediate ceasefire.”

He added a WHO team
regularly visited the hospital in
late April to deliver medical
supplies and fuel, transfer crit-
ical patients, and deploy an

emergency medical team to
support health workers there.
However, he said, the emer-
gency medical team was relo-
cated on May 13 due to
intensified hostilities. At least
35,647 Palestinians have been
killed in relentless Israeli at-
tacks on the Gaza Strip since
last October 7, the Health
Ministry in the besieged en-

clave said on Tuesday.
The Israeli onslaught has

also injured 79,852 people, the
ministry added in a statement.

“Israeli attacks killed 85
people and injured 200 others
in the last 24 hours,” the min-
istry said.

“Many people are still
trapped under rubble and on
the roads as rescuers are un-
able to reach them,” it added.
Anadolu Agency

Tehran, Iran - Following the
tragic demise of Iranian Presi-
dent Ebrahim Raisi in a heli-
copter crash on Sunday
afternoon, heads of the three
branches of the Iranian gov-
ernment have agreed on a
date, June 28 for snap presi-
dential elections in the country,
Press TV reported.

The date was confirmed
during a meeting held at the
Presidency Office in Tehran,
Press TV reported citing IRNA
news report.

The meeting was attended
by Iran’s Head of the Executive
Branch Mohammad Mokhber,
Parliament Speaker Moham-
mad Bagher Ghalibaf and Judi-
ciary Chief Gholam-Hossein
Mohseni-Eje’i.

This session marked the
second meeting between the
three officials within hours fol-
lowing President Raisi’s tragic
death in a helicopter crash in-
cident in East Azerbaijan
province. As per Article 131 of
the Iranian Constitution, the
country’s top three officials
are mandated to arrange pres-
idential elections within 50
days following the death or in-
capacitation of the incumbent
president.

According to Press TV, the
meeting which was held on
Monday witnessed the pres-
ence of the Iranian deputy
president for legal affairs Mo-
hammad Dehghan, deputy
chairman of the Guardian
Council Siamak Rahpeykand,
and deputy interior minister for
political affairs Mohammad
Taghi Shahcheraghi.

A timetable was set for the

elections, allowing hopefuls to
register from May 30 to June
3, with candidates launching
their campaigns for 15 days
starting June 12.

The helicopter carrying
Raisi and his entourage
crashed around afternoon on
Sunday as it was on its way to
Tabriz, the capital of East Azer-
baijan, from a location on the
border with the Republic of
Azerbaijan where the Iranian
president had opened a major
dam project. Rescuers found
the wreckage of the helicopter
early on Monday after hours of
extensive search, which in-
volved more than 70 teams.

Foreign Minister Hossein
Amirabdollahian and two se-
nior provincial officials along
with crew members and body-
guards also died as a result of
the crash.

Following this, country’s
Supreme Leader, Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei, has an-
nounced five days of national
mourning in Iran, according to
Press TV.

Khamenei declared the
same in a message on Mon-
day, and stated that he re-
ceived the ‘bitter news’ of the
death of his ‘companions with
great sorrow.’

“Dear Raisi did not know fa-
tigue,” Ayatollah Khamenei
said, adding that the Iranian
nation lost a sincere and valu-
able servant in this tragic inci-
dent, according to Press TV.

On Monday afternoon, a
large number of people gath-
ered in Tehran, mourning the
tragic deaths.
ANI

WHO concerned over
safety of patients, staff
in Al-Awda hospital

We appeal for
their protection,
for humanitarian
access and an 
immediate 
ceasefire 
TEDROS GHEBREYESUS

Snap presidential
elections on June 28 

Tens of thousands of Iranians, 
including senior officials and 
military commanders, gathered in
the city of Tabriz to witness the 
funeral rites of the country’s late
president and other officials
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Istanbul, Turkey - Artificial intel-
ligence (AI) is able to manipu-
late elections all around the
world, said the chairman of the
Department of Mass Communi-
cation at US-based Stephen F
Austin University, noting that as
it relates to politics and preserv-
ing democracy, it is very impor-
tant that some regulations are
introduced.

The world is in the very early
stages of that technology and a
lot of mistakes are going to be
made in utilising it, John Allen
Hendricks told Anadolu at a

conference titled Future(s) of
Communications: Promises and
Predicaments organised last
week by the Global Communi-
cation Association (GCA).

There have been numerous
videos in the US but also in other
countries showing politicians
saying things that the electorate
perceives as sincere but which
are actually deepfake videos, he
stressed.

People should be very careful
about AI in the political context
because it is so new and very
believable, he stressed.

So it is important that politi-
cians and governments consider
regulating to a certain extent so-
cial media, he added.

Social media plays a front and
centre role in politics in the 21st
century, especially in 2024, he
said.

“When I look at American
politics, social media is the first
place that politicians go to reach
the electorate,” he noted.

Traditional legacy media in
America - television, radio and
newspapers - are gatekeepers
and frame messaging for the

electorate, he stressed.
But the electorate has be-

come very leery toward tradi-
tional media, and so they are
turning to social media, which
allows politicians to communi-
cate directly to them without
having to go through elite jour-
nalists, he added.

Social media
community
“The impact of social media in
the 21st century is its immedi-
acy,” Hendricks said, noting that
everyone accesses those media

outlets in their homes.
People on social media talk

about the things they already
believe in and so they just sort of
perpetuate what is being said,
he asserted. “And so there is al-
most a community of people
who all believe the same things
to continue discussing those
same things, in turn in those
same ideas and things, whether
they are correct or not,” he said.

There is a problem with social
media and there is no regulation
of it in the US, he said.
Anadolu Agency

AI able to manipulate elections all around the world, says expert

Severe heatwave push India’s
power demand to seasonal peak
New Delhi, India - As a consider-
able part of India experiences se-
vere heatwave, necessitating the
need for air conditioners and
coolers round the clock, power
demand on Tuesday was at its
seasonal high at 234 gigawatt
(GW).

Power demand shot up to 234
GW in the country on Tuesday,
government data showed. The
government has expected a
power demand of between 225 -
235 GW during May.

In June, power demand is ex-
pected to be between 235-240
GW, 235 GW in the evening and
240 GW during the day time.

The extreme heatwave con-
tinues to push Delhi’s power de-
mand northwards. According to
the State Load Despatch Centre
(SLDC) data at 3:33pm on Tues-
day, Delhi’s peak power demand
clocked 7717 MW; the highest
ever in the history of the national
capital.

As per data, this is the fourth
day in a row Delhi’s peak power
demand has crossed 7000 MW
and broken the previous all-time
May high of 7070 MW,
recorded on May 19, 2022.

Heatwave to severe heatwave
conditions are most likely to con-
tinue over the plains of north-
west India and heat-wave
conditions over north Madhya
Pradesh and Gujarat during the

next five days. On Monday, the
highest maximum temperature
of 47.4 degrees Celsius was re-
ported at Najafgarh (Delhi).

The heatwave is considered
the maximum if the temperature
of a place reaches at least 40 de-
grees Celsius or more for plains

and at least 30 degrees Celcius
or more for hilly regions.

The government said it is tak-
ing all necessary steps to ensure
that the electricity demand in the
summer season is met. To en-
sure this, a series of meetings,
emphasising the need for ensur-

ing Zero load shedding during
the summer season was held.

In a meeting held in the Min-
istry in 3rd week of March this
year, it was stressed that ade-
quate advance planning should
be done by all stakeholders, so as
to prevent a situation in which

one state has surplus power
while another state faces power
shortages.

For this summer season, the
Indian Metrological Department
(IMD) has projected higher-
than-normal maximum and min-
imum temperatures across the

country, except over some iso-
lated areas of Northwest, North-
east, Central and Peninsular
India. The electricity demand
would also hence be higher than
in previous years, which is re-
flected also in the rising trend of
peak demand in recent months,
during both solar hours and non-
solar hours.

The peak energy demand
grew by 12.7 per cent from
2,15,888 MW in 2022-23 to
2,43,271 MW in 2023-24, while
the peak demand met grew by
13.9 per cent from 2,10,725 MW
in 2022-23 to 2,39,931 MW in
2023-24.

Relative to the year 2022-23,
the energy requirement grew by
7.5 per cent in 2023-24 and the
energy availability grew by 7.8
per cent, resulting in a reduction
in total energy shortfall from 0.5
per cent in 2022-23 to 0.2 per
cent in 2023-24.
ANI

S Korea wins the battle against food waste
Seoul, South Korea - When it
comes to food, the world is di-
vided, as in many other ways, be-
tween the haves and have-nots:
hundreds of millions face im-
mense hunger as millions more
waste staggering amounts of
food.

This glaring contradiction was
illustrated in a recent UN report,
which showed that households
worldwide discarded more than
one billion meals every single day
in 2022 - at a time when over
783mn people, or one-third of
humanity, grappled with food in-
security. Overall, 1.05bn tonnes
of food went to waste that year,
and the majority of 631mn tonnes
- or up to 60 per cent - came
from households, according to
the UNEP Food Waste Index Re-
port 2024.

While many countries around
the world are still struggling to
rein in food waste coming from
homes, there is one particular na-
tion that could serve as a model
for all: South Korea. Over the past
three decades, the East Asian na-
tion has shown how change at
scale is possible, raising its rate of
food recycling from a minimal
two per cent to over 95 per cent.

In 2019, there was an average
of 14,314 tonnes of food waste in
South Korea per day, of which

13,773 tonnes, or 96.2 per cent,
were recycled. This followed a re-
cycling rate of 97 per cent in 2018
and 97.1 per cent in 2017, accord-
ing to data from the South Ko-
rean Environment Ministry.

The transformation began in
the 1990s when South Korea en-
forced a raft of policies to tackle
a burgeoning waste crisis, Doun
Moon, a policy researcher at the
Global Alliance for Incinerator Al-
ternatives (GAIA) based in Seoul,
told Anadolu.

By the mid-1990s, as landfills

and incineration facilities became
unable to handle the burgeoning
waste output driven by urbanisa-
tion, South Korea started to de-
velop an overall framework for
waste management, starting by
becoming ‘one of the first coun-
tries to implement a volume-
based system for food waste
nationwide’, said Doun.

This was the Volume-Based
Waste Fee (VBWF) system that
essentially gave people economic
incentives to reduce the amount
of waste they were throwing out

and increase their recycling.
Under this system, people

were given five different kinds of
waste bags to sort out their trash
into different categories, includ-
ing domestic and food waste, and
pay different fees for each kind.

In less than a decade, the
VBWF system brought down
waste generation by 23 per cent
and diverted 53mn tonnes of
waste from landfills and inciner-
ators, according to Doun’s re-
search, leading to cost savings of
some US$8bn and a 175 per cent
spike in recycling.

Building on this success, South
Korea pushed ahead with a ban
on direct landfilling of food waste
in 2005, followed by a ‘pay-as-
you-throw policy’ introduced in
2014, the same year it also
started generating biogas from
food waste, all of which com-
bined to further increase source
separation and recycling of food
waste.

Another major step was the
implementation of a radio-fre-
quency identification system
(RFID), which is a more sophisti-
cated digital ticketing mechanism
that allowed for people to be
charged monthly based on the
weight of their food waste, said
Doun.
Anadolu Agency

Antarctic sea ice level reached
‘record lows’ in 2023: Study
London, UK - Record-low levels of
sea ice were seen in the Antarctic
last year as a result of climate
change, scientists confirmed in a
report published on Monday.

“In 2023, the area of winter
Antarctic sea ice fell to the lowest
measured since satellite records
began in late 1978,” according to
research released by the British
Antarctic Survey (BAS). 

Scientists have found that last
year’s record-breaking low would
be a one-in-a-2,000-year event
without climate change and four
times more likely under its ef-
fects. The exceptional low state
of Antarctic sea ice indicates that

it may transition to a new and
lower state over the next few
decades, warned scientists.

“The reduced return period in
forced scenarios suggest that
winter 2023’s extreme low was
made more likely by climate
change,” noted the study.

Rachel Diamond, a lead author
of the report, said that while
2023’s extreme low sea ice was
made more likely by climate
change, it was still considered
very exceptional according to the
models. “This is the first time this
large set of climate models has
been used to find out how un-
likely 2023’s low sea ice actually

was,” she noted.
Diamond said the only mea-

surements of sea ice are coming
from a 45-year-old satellite, mak-
ing it extremely difficult to evalu-
ate changes in sea ice extent.

“According to the models, the
record-breaking minimum sea
ice extent would be a one-in-a-
2,000-year event without cli-
mate change,” she added.

Louise Sime, a co-author of the
report, pointed out that the im-
pacts of Antarctic sea ice staying
low for over 20 years would be
profound, including on local and
global weather.
Anadolu Agency

Visitors cover their heads with umbrellas to protect themselves from the sun on a hot summer day, at India Gate in New Delhi on Monday (ANI) 

Demand shot up to 234 GW in the country on Tuesday, government data showed

The government
said it is taking all
necessary steps to
ensure that the
electricity demand
in the summer 
season is met

New Delhi, India - The Euro-
pean Commission has an-
nounced a global increase in
short-stay Schengen visa
fees, effective from June 11.
This decision will see the
cost of Schengen visas (visa
type C) rise by 12 per cent,
impacting travellers plan-
ning to visit Europe.

Under the new fee struc-
ture, the cost for adult appli-
cants will be 90, up from
the current 80. For chil-
dren aged six to below 12
years, the fee will increase
from 40 to 45. This hike
applies to visa applications
submitted worldwide.

The Schengen visa per-
mits travel across 27 Euro-
pean countries, including
popular tourist destinations
such as France, Germany,
Italy, and Spain.

The fee adjustment aims
to align with the increasing
costs of processing visas
and maintaining the secu-
rity of the Schengen area.

The last fee update was
implemented in February
2020, when the adult visa
fee was increased to 80
from 60. The European
Commission justified the
latest hike by citing inflation
and the need to cover ad-
ministrative costs associ-
ated with the visa process,
which includes background
checks and data processing.
ANI

Schengen
visa fees 
increased

Over the past three decades, the East
Asian nation has shown how 
change at scale is possible, raising its
rate of food recycling from a minimal
two per cent to over 95 per cent



LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 and

only one instance of each number

You have three minutes to find
all the words contained in this
word. 

Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don’t count

WORD BUILDER
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Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by
linking adjacent letters - to the left,
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal
to each other. The Boggles Classic
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words
are valued at one point for each
letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one
point, a four letter word is  worth
two points, and so on. Valid words
must be at least three letters long. 

SOLUTION
20-25 words: Excellent, 
15-20 words: Very good, 
10-15 words: Good, 
5-10 words: Average
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GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21
You can't be helping other people all the time. Today, it's time to

help yourself. Add a few selfish acts into your good deeds and don't

feel bad about it. Don't do anything too crazy. Just put yourself first

a few times when you usually would not. This isn't an excuse to

forget your manners. You should still say please and thank you and

be a nice person. But you deserve a day when you treat yourself

more like the star you are. There's no harm in that.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20
Sticking a toe in the water is a wise way to get familiar with a new

concept, person, or place. Just make sure you don't dive in headfirst as

soon as the temperature feels right. A lot is at stake now, and you need

to make sure you know how deep the water is and if there are any

sharks swimming around! Be thorough when you evaluate situations

today, from assessing a coworker to evaluating a new car you have your

eye on.

TEST YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE

Answers:1. D 2. B  3. A

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22
Being diplomatic is nice and all, but you can't let it prevent you from

pushing for what you want today. Take control. It's a good day to be

assertive, and it's going to feel good to flex your muscles and stand firm

for what you want. Not only will people be surprisingly receptive to your

power play, but they will probably cheer you on to take even more

control of the situation. Folks need a leader right now, and you might be

the perfect person for the job.

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22
After a tough defeat, it's perfectly understandable to spend a few days

nursing your bruised ego, but today it's time to start shifting back into

the swing of things. You have lots of great ideas to offer the group

today, and people want to hear them. There is much more interest in

what you have to say than may realize. You are missing an amazing

opportunity by standing on the sidelines and watching others just

because you're afraid they won't like what you have to say.

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22
The people you're working with today could be pretty aggressive, so

if you are in a competition with them, you'd better kick up your game

a notch or two. Winning is suddenly lots more important for you than

it's been in a long time, because your ego needs a victory or two to

stay feeling good. You should even be prepared to sacrifice harmony

to stay in the game if that's what it takes. Now is the time to take

things seriously and fight for what you want.

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22
More than ever, your friends and family are providing you with the

inspiration you need to keep yourself motivated and energized.

Therefore, it's time you thanked them all for their support and devotion.

Why not blend your gratitude with your notorious hospitality skills and

throw a dinner party for everyone? Bring your two worlds together and

watch all the people you love most in the world make each other laugh. It

is high time for everyone to meet each other and know what you know.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21
The smartest way to handle conflict today is to focus on the

relationship behind it, not on the issue itself. Approaching a difficult

and deep conversation focused only on what you want to say or on

what you want to achieve is too shortsighted. You must keep in mind

who you are talking to and what they mean to you. Respect the

relationship above your own priorities. When the issue is resolved,

the two of you will be closer than ever.

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER21
Wherever your mood takes you today, you should follow it without

asking any questions. Getting caught up in a routine can be comforting.

Having things on your terms makes this crazy world feel a little bit

more manageable. But eventually a routine can come dangerously

close to creating too much monotony in your life. Mix things up today

and let your whims dictate what you do and how you do it. You're

bound to discover something new about yourself in the process.

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18
You can expect some vibrant personalities to come into your life

today. These people should serve as an inspiration to you. They took

some risks and are reaping the benefits of them now, so much so that

you might be a bit jealous. Stop thinking that you could never do

what they did and start thinking about taking a few more risks in life.

Put yourself out there and be more daring. You don't have to step too

far from your comfort zone to see progress.

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
If you become too focused on one person, you'll be cutting yourself off

from great opportunities. A variety of people can help you reach your

next goal or realize your latest dream, so why would you want to deal

with only one? Plus, ignoring all of the other folks who could be

influential in this situation might seem like an insult to them. Even if

you are trying to get something romantic started, you can begin by

winning over their friends.

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20
One of your closest friends is suddenly turning into a different person.

Their typical level-headed behavior is gone, and suddenly they're off

being wild and wacky. Why they are acting this way is a total mystery

to you, but it might have to stay that way. Ask all the questions you

want, but if they don't want to answer them, they don't have to.

Respect their boundaries and give them some space for now. They will

come to you if they need your help.

ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19
It's a great day for productivity. You can accomplish an awful lot in

a little bit of time if you get organized. 

First thing this morning, do a quick inventory of what you have and

what you need. That will enable you to focus on the most important

tasks first. And if you decide to keep yourself busy with routine

chores, you'll get a lot done and feel immensely proud of yourself by

day's end.

YOUR DAILY HOROSCOPE

1. English artist Alison Lapper,
MBE, who with her son also fea-
tured in a BBC documentary se-
ries "Child of our Time", has
what rare medical condition?
A. Best Disease
B. Fibrodysplasia ossificans
progressiva
C. Schnitzler Syndrome
D. Phocomelia

2. Which were the last Olympic
Games in which East Germany
took part as a country?
A. 1992
B. 1988
C .1984
D. 1982

3. What Greek letter is used to
denote the ratio of the circum-
ference of a circle to its diame-
ter?
A. Pi
B. Rho
C. Delta
D. Theta

ACROSS
I) Certain informal parent
6) Wooded valleys
11) Female pronoun
14) _ of expertise
15) Bye-bye, in Burgundy
16) Pin number?
17) Object on Israel's flag
19) Interject
20) Burning
21) Suitable material?
23) Annoying inconve-
nience
26) Professed
28) FBI employee, briefly
29) Eve's mate
31) Jacob's twin
32) Unedited version
34) Petticoat junction?
36) Blueprint detail, in
short
39) Most spooky
41) Brandy cocktail
43) Words with "prece-
dent"
44) Senate helper
46) Having an irregular
edge
4 7) Spot in the distance
49) Point to the right
51) Harden
52) Barnum and Bailey's

business
55) Home for an old king
57) Guiding beliefs of a
group
58) In a lively manner
60) Doctor in a 1964
movie
61) Campus VIP
66) Nightmare street of
film
67) Down provider
68) Barbecue leftover
69) "Sayonara!"
70) Run-down in appear-
ance, as a motel
71) Furry weasel cousin
DOWN
I) _ de deux
2) Dinner scrap
3) Ammo in a harmless
shooter
4) Legal aides, informally
5) Recently
6) Baby's word for 1-
Across
7) Japanese protein
source
8) Cats have nine of them
9) Welcoming garland
10) Makes soapy bubbles
11) Business seed money
12) Steeplechase obstacle

13) Called off
18) Left the scene
22) Desk drawer item
23) Hellish place
24) See things the same
way
25) First base?
27) Prefix for "circle"
30) _ spumante (Italian
wine)
33) Total disaster
35) Sailing the Atlantic
37) Renoir's prop
38) Minotaur's home
40) Verb for Simon
42) Unfastens
45) Longed for
48) Boot-wearing felines?
50) Sing "shooby-doo"
and such
52) Paparazzi target,
briefly
53) Venice setting
54) Dodge
56) Historical Alabama
march site
59) Results may do this,
in commercials
62) Make a sheepshank
63) Flow back
64) Business card no.
65) Prior, to poets

DAILY CROSSWORD
NOTE PAD



Liverpool, England - Liverpool
have appointed Feyenoord's
Arne Slot as manager to replace
departing coach Juergen Klopp
next season, the Premier League
club announced on Monday.

Slot has been in charge of the
Dutch team since 2021, and won
the Eredivisie league title in
2022-23 along with the KNVB
Cup this season, while Feyeno-
ord also reached the Europa
Conference League final in his
first season at the club.

"It's certainly not an easy de-
cision to close the door behind
you at a club where you've had
so many great moments and
worked successfully with so
many great people," Slot said in
a statement on Feyenoord's

website. "But an opportunity to
become a head coach in the Pre-
mier League, at one of the
biggest clubs in the world, is hard
to ignore as a sportsman."

Klopp announced in January
that he would leave Liverpool at
the end of this season and, after
much speculation, Slot con-
firmed on Friday that he would
become Liverpool manager.

"Liverpool Football Club can
announce Arne Slot has agreed a
deal to become the club's new
head coach, formally taking up
the position on June 1, 2024,

subject to a work permit," the
Anfield club said in a statement
on Monday. On Sunday, after
Liverpool's final game of the sea-
son, a 2-0 home win over
Wolverhampton Wanderers,

Klopp led the Anfield crowd in a
song for the incoming manager.

Slot was linked with the Tot-
tenham Hotspur job at the end of
last season before signing a con-
tract extension at Feyenoord,
and his aggressive, attacking
style attracted Liverpool to en-
tice the Dutchman to the Pre-
mier League.

Liverpool ended the season
third in the Premier League, nine
points off champions Manch-
ester City, while Feyenoord fin-
ished runners-up to PSV
Eindhoven in the Eredivisie.

Slot was given a rousing send-
off by the Feyenoord fans after
their final league game of the
season on Sunday, a 4-0 home
win over Excelsior.

Leverkusen, Germany - Bayer
Leverkusen's Florian Wirtz has
been voted Player of the Season
in the Bundesliga, the German
League said on Monday, after
the midfielder helped his club in
winning their first league title.

Leverkusen are the first team
to complete a Bundesliga season
unbeaten, and are still unde-
feated across all competitions
this season, a run of 51 matches.
Wirtz has contributed 18 goals in
47 games. Wirtz came off the
bench to score a hat-trick in the
5-0 win over Werder Bremen in
April which clinched the Bun-
desliga title with five games to
spare and Leverkusen still have
the Europa League and German
Cup finals to come.

The 21-year-old's perfor-
mances brought him three
Player of the Month awards this
season. He has also been named
in Germany's preliminary squad
for Euro 2024. He scored the
only goal in Germany's 1-0 win
over France in a friendly in
March.

The award is decided by votes
from fans (40%), clubs (30%)
and experts (30%). The attack-
ing midfielder has been a leading
figure in all key statistics for Xabi
Alonso’s still unbeaten side.

Wirtz has registered 11 goals
and 11 assists this league cam-
paign, both personal bests for a
Bundesliga season. And despite
often being rested in the latter

stage of the campaign, he has
still come off the bench a num-
ber of times to make an impact.

“Flo is a good player even at
70 percent,” said Xabi Alonso.

Wirtz has also been denied by
the frame of the goal a league-
high five times, but it isn’t just in
his finishing or assists where he
makes his mark. He’s come to be
the complete package at the

heart of the action, capable of
dribbling, distributing and cover-
ing the ground. 

Wirtz has shown this season
– his first full campaign since re-
covering from the ACL injury he
suffered in 2022 – that he has it
all. That he’s enjoying his time
playing at this high level was ev-
idenced by his brilliant goal
against Freiburg, when he
twisted and turned past numer-
ous defenders before scoring
what German TV audiences
voted the 2023 Goal of the Year
on Sportschau. 
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Arne Slot

Roberto De Zerbi

London, England - Manager
Roberto De Zerbi hopes to find
work in England's top flight soc-
cer league again following his de-
parture from Brighton & Hove
Albion, the Italian coach said
after Sunday's 2-0 defeat to
Manchester United.

De Zerbi joined Brighton in
September 2022, replacing Gra-
ham Potter. The 44-year-old
made an instant impact when he
secured the club's highest Pre-
mier League finish (sixth) and
helped it qualify for European

competition for the first time.
"It was a tough day but a spe-

cial day. In terms of relationship,
it has been one of the most im-
portant experiences of my life,"
De Zerbi said .

Asked about his future
prospects, De Zerbi said, "There
isn't any club - no-one offered
(anything). At the moment,
nothing."

"I hope to work in the Premier
League again. I don't know where
or when. But it was an honour to
work in the Premier League.”

Florian Wirtz with the Bundesliga Player of the Season trophy

De Zerbi ‘hopes to work in
the Premier League again’ 

Bologna, Italy - Juventus scored
three goals in the last 14 minutes
to complete a remarkable come-
back and secure a 3-3 draw at
Bologna in Serie A on Monday.

The result left third placed
Bologna level on 68 points with
Juve in fourth before the final
matchday. Atalanta, who still
have two games to play, sit in
fifth with 66 points.

Both teams had already se-
cured Champions League berths
for next season and instead were
focused on sealing third place in
the standings behind AC Milan
and champions Inter Milan.

Juve endured a nightmarish
start with Bologna going two up
after 11 minutes, first with Ric-
cardo Calafiori scoring on a re-
bound after 90 seconds,
followed by Santiago Castro
heading in the second goal.

Moments later, Bologna be-
lieved they had secured a third
goal as Jens Odgaard slotted the
ball home, only for the offside
flag to be raised.

Juventus's misery was com-
pounded eight minutes into the
second half as Calafiori scored
his second goal, rushing into the
box and chipping the ball over

Juve keeper Wojciech Szczesny.
Juve appeared to have hit rock

bottom following a tumultuous
few days. After winning the Ital-
ian Cup, the club sacked Massi-

miliano Allegri on Friday for mis-
behaviour during the final and
appointed Paolo Montero as in-
terim coach.

Federico Chiesa kickstarted

Juventus's fightback with a goal
in the 76th minute, followed by
Arkadiusz Milik's free kick strike
in the 83rd minute.

A minute later, substitute
Kenan Yildiz sealed the draw
with a long shot from outside the
box that found the bottom cor-
ner.

"In my view, the draw is the
fair result," Montero told DAZN.

"The victory on Wednesday
(Italian Cup final) was important,
mentally it drained them a little
bit and to come here against one
of the best teams at the moment
like Bologna, you are going to
struggle.

"After that dip in mentality,
they fought back with pride and
showed how much they care
about the shirt."

Hellas Verona secured their
place in Serie A next season with
a 2-1 win over already relegated
Salernitana. The result moved
them to 13th with 37 points, four
points clear of 18th placed 
Empoli.

Juve stage dramatic comeback to draw 3-3 with Bologna

Leverkusen midfielder named
Bundesliga player of season

MAGIC WIRTZ

It's certainly not an easy decision to
close the door behind you at a club
where you've had so many great 
moments and worked successfully
with so many great people
ARNE SLOT 

Leverkusen are 
the first team to
complete a Bun-
desliga season 
unbeaten, and are
still undefeated
across all competi-
tions this season

Slot to replace Klopp as new manager, confirm Liverpool 

Salah hints
he will be at
Liverpool
next season
Liverpool, England - Liver-
pool forward Mohamed
Salah has suggested he will
stay at the Premier League
club following the depar-
ture of manager Juergen
Klopp, the Egypt interna-
tional said late on Monday.

With Klopp's exit after
nearly nine years at the
helm and Feyenoord coach
Arne Slot officially con-
firmed as his successor, un-
certainties regarding
Salah's future at Liverpool
had grown, with his con-
tract expiring in June 2025.

Liverpool rejected a
£150m offer from Al Ittihad
for the 31-year-old last
September, and the for-
ward has again been linked
with a move to Saudi Ara-
bia.

Liverpool's top scorer
this season appeared
somewhat out of form, es-
pecially towards the end of
the campaign when their
title charge faltered.

Late on Monday, after
Slot was announced as Liv-
erpool's new coach, Salah
set forth his side's ambi-
tions for the next season
and sent out a parting mes-
sage for Klopp.

"We know that trophies
are what count and we will
do everything possible to
make that happen next
season." Salah wrote in a
post on social media. "Our
fans deserve it and we will
fight like hell."

"It was great sharing all
those trophies and experi-
ences with you over the
past 7 years," Salah cap-
tioned a picture of himself
with the former Liverpool
manager. 

"I wish you the best of
luck for the future and hope

Mohamed Salah

Kenan Yildiz of Juventus celebrates after scoring against Bologna on Monday 



Paris, France - Rafael Nadal hopes
to play in the French Open where
he would be in the unfamiliar role
of underdog but niggling injuries
threaten to sour what would likely
be the Spaniard’s last appearance
at the Grand Slam he dominated
for nearly two decades.

The 37-year-old, who won 14
of his 22 major titles in Paris to es-
tablish himself as one of the
greatest ever players on clay,
skipped the 2023 edition with a
hip injury that required surgery
and is still in two minds whether
to play this year.

Having already announced
that 2024 could be his final sea-

son on the tour, Nadal returned
to action in January but sustained
a small muscle problem that
stalled his progress before he
made another comeback during
the European claycourt swing.

Following a second-round
defeat at Barcelona, Nadal
cranked up his level to go on a
surprise run to the Madrid
fourth round and delight fans
but in Rome a crushing loss to
Hubert Hurkacz in his second
match dampened spirits ahead
of Roland Garros.

“Physically I have some issues,
but not probably yet enough to
say I’m not playing in the most

important event of my tennis ca-
reer,” said Nadal, who won his
first French Open in 2005 and last
lifted the Musketeers’ Cup two
years ago.

“If I feel ready, I’m going to try
to be there and fight for the things
I have been fighting for the last 15
years, (even) if now seems im-
possible.”

Nadal’s indomitable spirit de-
spite a plethora of injuries in his
glittering career has never been in
question, but the former world
number one who has plummeted
down the rankings risks being
dumped out prematurely at his
happiest hunting ground.

His earliest exit from the tour-
nament came in 2016 when a
wrist problem forced him to with-
draw ahead of his third round
clash with countryman Marcel
Granollers and he has only lost
three times in 115 matches.

Despite previously stressing
that he would play in Paris only if
he felt fully fit and competitive,
Nadal understands the impor-
tance of going out on his own
terms as he did in front of teary
fans in Barcelona, Madrid and
Rome.

“Probably when the people
start to see that there will not be
many chances to watch me play
again, probably they feel a bit
more emotional, more sad be-
cause it’s in some way the end of
an important era in the history of
tennis,” Nadal said.

“As a player, I want to be re-
membered for the results that I
had. As a person, I hope to be re-
membered as a positive example
of being respectful, well-educated
and a good person.”
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Paris, France - Novak Djokovic
will hope to shake off a freak head
injury and get his bumpy season
back on track at the French Open,
where the out-of-form Serb faces
a daunting task to defend his title
and retain his world number one
ranking.

The 24-time Grand Slam
champion captured his third
Roland Garros title in the absence
of the injured Rafa Nadal en route
to winning three of the four ma-
jors in a spectacular 2023 but has
struggled to replicate that domi-
nance this season.

Djokovic’s bid for a record-ex-
tending 11th Australian Open title

was ended by eventual champion
Jannik Sinner in the semi-finals in
January, before the 36-year-
old fell to lucky loser
Luca Nardi early at
Indian Wells to
send alarm
bells ringing.

H a v i n g
b e e n
stunned by
Casper Ruud
in the Monte
Carlo semi-finals,
Djokovic was
thrashed 6-2 6-3 by
Alejandro Tabilo in
the third round of

Rome earlier this month, two
days after being hit on the head

by a fan’s water bottle while
signing autographs.

“The way I felt
on the court

was just com-
pletely like a
d i f f e r e n t
player had
entered my

shoes. No
rhythm, no

tempo, no bal-
ance whatsoever on

any shot,” Djokovic
said of the defeat that
hampered his Roland

Garros preparation.
“It’s a bit concerning.”

Reports in the Serbian media said
scans had cleared Djokovic of se-
rious injury ahead of the tourna-
ment starting on May 26 and he
accepted a late wildcard to com-
pete in Geneva this week.

But having skipped Madrid be-
fore Rome, Djokovic could still
head to Paris slightly under-
cooked with some fans fearing
cracks are finally appearing in his
armour.

Although it would be prema-
ture to write him off, Djokovic
said he would need to improve
drastically to win a fourth French

Open trophy and go past Mats
Wilander, Ivan Lendl and Gus-
tavo Kuerten into third in the list
of Open Era Paris champions.

Adding to Djokovic’s
headache is the emergence of
Italian Sinner as another genuine
threat to his Grand Slam ambi-
tions alongside Spain’s Wimble-
don champion Carlos Alcaraz.

After a flat display in his de-
feat by Sinner in Melbourne,
Djokovic split with long-time
coach Goran Ivanisevic and fit-
ness coach Marco Panichi to re-
discover his best form for the
French Open, Wimbledon and
Paris Olympics.

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia - Saudi
Arabia will look to homegrown
talent to expand its base of elite
athletes rather than follow its
neighbours down the path of
naturalising foreigners, the
media chief of the Saudi Olympic
Committee told Reuters.

Funding from the country’s
Public Investment Fund (PIF),
which manages more than $700
billion in assets, has rocketed the
country to major-player status in
world of sport over a few short
years.

Developing talent is a longer-
term project not easily acceler-
ated by financial muscle, and
Saudi Arabia will need more than
the 33 athletes it sent to the
Tokyo Olympics if it wants to
host the Summer Games.

“Naturalisation is an issue that
is ultimately subject to circum-
stances and the stage you have
reached,” said Abdulaziz Al-
baqous, director of corporate
communications and interna-
tional relations at the Saudi

Olympic Committee.
“But we prefer to invest in the

future, in the generation that al-
ready exists to produce champi-
ons through a successful sports
system,” he added. 

This year, taekwondo athlete
Donia Abu Talib became the first
Saudi woman to qualify for the

Olympics rather than be granted
a spot through regional or IOC
quotas.

“The qualification of a Saudi
athlete shortly after activating
women’s sports project in the
kingdom is a great indicator of
the competitiveness of sports in
Saudi Arabia,” Albaqous said.

Seoul, South Korea - Kim Do-
hoon will lead South Korea in
World Cup qualifiers against Sin-
gapore and China in June after
the Korean Football Association
(KFA) failed to line up a perma-
nent coach to replace Juergen
Klinsmann in time.

German Klinsmann was
sacked in February after his team
crashed out in the semi-finals of
the Asian Cup, failing to record a
single shot on target in the 2-0
loss to Jordan despite having the
likes of Son Heung-min and Lee
Kang-in in the team.

Under-23 coach Hwang Sun-
hong led the senior side to a 1-1
draw and 3-0 win over Thailand
in the last round of qualifiers in
March and the KFA had hoped to
announce a new permanent
coach before the June fixtures.

“Negotiations to hire the new
national team head coach are
still ongoing and it’s possible that
they won’t be finalised before the
next matches in June,” the KFA

said in a statement on Monday.
“Our National Teams Com-

mittee met earlier today to dis-
cuss this scenario and decided to
hire Kim Do-hoon as the interim
coach to take charge of the two
games in June.”

Former international striker

Kim steered Ulsan Hyundai to
the Asian Champions League
title in 2020 and Lions City
Sailors to the Singapore Premier
League title in 2021.

The 53-year-old quit the Sin-
gapore club in August 2022 after
being handed a three-match ban

for headbutting the assistant
coach of an opposing team.

South Korea, bidding for an
11th straight appearance at the
World Cup finals, are three
points clear of China at the top of
Group C in the second round of
qualifying.

Saudi Arabia keen to develop
homegrown talent for future

Kim Do-hoon

Taekwondo athlete Donia Abu Talib became the first Saudi Arabian

woman to qualify for the Olympics earlier this year

ONE LAST HURRAH

Roland Garros title defence a daunting task for Djokovic 

South Korea appoint Kim Do-hoon as 
interim coach for World Cup qualifiers

Buenos Aires, Argentina - Ar-
gentina on Monday named a
29-man squad led by Lionel
Messi for their final friendlies
before the Copa America but
there was no place for forward
Paulo Dybala who has strug-
gled with injuries.

Argentina will face Ecuador
on June 9 at Soldier Field Sta-
dium in Chicago and five days
later play Guatemala at Com-
manders Field in Washington.

Coach Lionel Scaloni will
have to cut three players from
the list to meet the limit of 26
allowed by CONMEBOL for
the Copa America, which
starts on June 20.

In addition to Messi, Angel
Di Maria, Nicolas Otamendi
and other players who won the
2022 World Cup in Qatar,
Scaloni has included young-
sters Leonardo Balerdi,
Valentin Barco, Alejandro Gar-
nacho and Valentin Carboni.

AS Roma forward Dybala is
the big absentee after several
injuries that have ruled him out
of previous internationals.

Argentina kick off their
Copa America campaign
against Canada on June 20,
face Chile five days later and
Peru on June 29. The tourna-
ment in the United States runs
until July 14.

ARGENTINA SQUAD: 
Goalkeepers: Franco Armani
(River Plate), Geronimo Rulli
(Ajax) and Emiliano Martinez
(Aston Villa)
Defenders: Gonzalo Montiel
(Nottingham Forest), Nahuel

Molina (Atletico Madrid),
Leonardo Balerdi (Olympique
de Marseille), Cristian Romero
(Tottenham Hotspur), German
Pezzella (Real Betis), Lucas
Martinez Quarta (Fiorentina),
Nicolas Otamendi (Benfica),
Lisandro Martinez (Manchester
United), Marcos Acuna
(Sevilla), Nicolas Tagliafico
(Lyon) and Valentin Barco
(Brighton)

Midfielders: Guido Rodriguez
(Real Betis), Leandro Paredes
(Roma), Alexis Mac Allister

(Liverpool), Rodrigo De Paul
(Atletico Madrid), Exequiel
Palacios (Bayern Leverkusen),
Enzo Fernandez (Chelsea),
Giovani Lo Celso (Tottenham
Hotspur), Angel Di Maria
(Benfica) and Valentin Carboni
(AC Monza)

Forwards: Lionel Messi (Inter
Miami), Angel Correa
(Atletico Madrid), Alejandro
Garnacho (Manchester
United), Nicolas Gonzalez
(Fiorentina), Lautaro Martinez
(Inter Milan) and Julian Al-
varez (Manchester City)

Messi leads Argentina
for final friendlies 
before Copa America

Nadal, the greatest player on clay, looks for final fling at French Open 

Rafael Nadal at Roland Garros

Nadal’s earliest exit from the tour-
nament was in 2016 when a wrist
problem forced him to withdraw
ahead of his third-round clash with
Marcel Granollers and he has only
lost three times in 115 matches.

Lionel Messi

Argentina kick off
their Copa Amer-
ica campaign
against Canada
on June 20, face
Chile five days
later and Peru on
June 29. 

Novak Djokovic



Bengaluru, India - Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru had finally
earned themselves a moment.
They had spent the better part of
the last four weeks knowing they
could not make even a single
mistake. Now they could
breathe. But after working so
hard, day in, day out, trying to be
absolutely perfect, the realisation
that it had actually been worth it
didn't just bring relief. It brought
- as it should have - unmitigated
joy.

Yash Dayal produced a dot
ball on 19.5 to end even a math-
ematical possibility of defeat and
simply leapt into the arms of his
nearest teammates, which were
Dinesh Karthik and Mohammed
Siraj, behind the stumps. 

Into the playoffs from 10th
place; from two points after eight
games. No team had ever made

it from just two points after eight
games. At that exact point in
time, they needed the release
more than they needed a hand-
shake with MS Dhoni.

This was the reality RCB were
working towards but also one
they probably couldn't spend too
much time thinking about. Their
focus had to be narrow. On the
next game. Only on the next
game. Essentially, they were try-
ing to build a complicated jigsaw
puzzle, after coming in late, and
the only way they were going to
do it, even though they were al-
ways up against it, was piece by
piece. It took until the last second
for the picture to finally emerge
and when it did, when they re-
alised what they had accom-
plished, RCB set their discipline
aside and celebrated.

Faf du Plessis, who confessed

a certain amount of helplessness
because of the lack of cutting
edge in the bowling attack,
needed to conjure one. He
turned to Swapnil Singh, who
seems rather in tune with what
batters like to do in T20s, and in-
sists on giving them the opposite.
He has six wickets from 13 overs

at an economy rate of 8.76. Du
Plessis turned to Lockie Fergu-
son, who recovered from two dif-
ficult outings against the two
most dangerous batting units
this IPL to string figures of 2 for
29, 2 for 23 and 1 for 39. He
turned to Yash Dayal, who went
for 50 twice in two nights and
then turned up against Sunrisers
Hyderabad with 1 for 18 from
three overs. He turned and they
responded. Their fortunes turned
and they went wild.

Virat Kohli, who had already
learnt how to be prolific had to
learn how to be prolific while also
taking risks. He welcomed the
moment of their qualification
with hip thrusts and double fist
pumps. Nobody does catharsis
quite like him. Only he probably
needn't have turned around and
sprayed at the crowd behind

him. And the RCB fans needn't
have taunted their CSK counter-
parts as they were leaving the
ground. Going overboard cele-
brating victory is fine. Going
overboard celebrating the oppo-
sition's defeat is less so.

Nine wickets and 24 balls re-
maining. Four wickets and 34
balls remaining. Sixty runs. Forty
runs. And finally 27 runs. These
aren't margins of victory. They're
declarations. They're dying light
suddenly deciding to go super-
nova. RCB are irresistible when
they're in this mood. In fact,
there's reason to compare them
to one of the best in the world.
They certainly do the Galacticos
part right.

Rajasthan Royals meanwhile,
have lost four in four after win-
ning eight of nine.
ESPNCricinfo 

Bengaluru eye title after coming back from the dead to make playoffs 
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Kolkata, India - Gautam
Gambhir has said that "creat-
ing hype" around young Indian
players based on specific cri-
teria such as bowling speeds
can "backfire" and "deviate"
them from hard work. The
Kolkata Knight Riders mentor,
who's also one of the frontrun-
ners to take up the India coach
job, said team selec-
tion in T20Is
should be based
on IPL perfor-
mances but
not solely on
batting aver-
ages or bowl-
ing speeds.

"In India we
start creating so
much of hype with
these young crick-
eters coming through," Gamb-
hir said on R Ashwin's
YouTube channel. "Everyone
gets excited if someone is
bowling 150 clicks. The point
is you need to look at the con-
ditions as well. Going forward
in T20 cricket, the average
and runs will have no impact.
It is the strike rate, when you
select a batter, and when you
have to select a bowler, it is
the kind of tough overs he can
bowl. That will be the discus-
sion that will happen in next
two or three years.

"We keep talking about the
amount of runs and averages,
and all that stuff, someone
bowling 150s. Sometimes
when you go in conditions like
West Indies or Bangladesh,
you don't need someone
bowling 150. You need some-
one who bowls cutters as well.
That is where the vision lies

with the selectors.
Sometimes you

pick raw talent.
But creating so
much hype
after two or
three games,

we need to
have a bal-

anced approach.
"The graph goes
[up and down] in
India, and it is not

good for a young player. That
is where the experts and com-
mentators need to be bal-
anced when it comes to these
young players. It is easy for
them to get deviated from the
hard work and the good things
they are doing. Because sud-
denly when you start talking
about a young player doing
well, it can backfire for them.”

Gambhir emphasised the
importance of domestic
cricket and added that IPL per-
formances shouldn't influence
selection for red-ball cricket.

Royal Challengers Bengaluru players celebrate their victory against Chennai Super Kings

CLASSIFIEDS 

Mitchell Starc (C) of Kolkata Knight Riders celebrates with

teammates after castling Travis Head of Sunrisers Hyderabad on

Tuesday. Starc took 3-34 as Kolkata dismissed Hyderabad for 159 

Gambhir: Creating early
hype around young India
players will backfire

SITUATION WANTED

Indian male graduate with 14
years of Gulf experience as ac-
counting supervisor with Oman
driving licence seeking suitable
placement, available to join im-
mediately 
Contact: 97702703/98098126
Email:
prasanthtg007@gmail.com

Birthday/Anniversary wishes
to wish@apexmedia.co.om 

with your resident card copy 
(It’s free of cost)

SENDYOUR 
REQUEST FOR
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ROYALS

VS

ROYAL CHALLENGERS 
BENGALURU 

ELIMINATOR

TODAYS MATCH

6 PM

WIN OR BUST 
Gautam Gambhir



I
n 2022, a pair of Celine sunglasses
owned by Joan Didion sold for
US$27,000, in 2023 Levi’s once
worn by Nirvana frontman Kurt
Cobain fetched US$412,750. Last
month, Elton John’s diamond en-
crusted, leopard-print Rolex sold

for US$176,400…Those sums, how-
ever, are paltry when compared to the
sale of Princess Diana’s black sheep
sweater, which went for US$1.14mn
last year.

Fashion items, from the sets of TV,
film and even commercials can also
garner high prices. This year alone,
the so-called ‘ludicrously capacious’
Burberry bag from ‘Succession’ sold
for US$18,750, the suit Nicole Kid-
man wore in her viral AMC Theatres
ad went for US$9,525. An auction of
costumes and props from The Crown
brought in a collective US$2.1 million.

Over the past decade, fashion has
become more of a priority for top
auction houses such as Sotheby’s,
Bonhams and Christie’s, playing a key
role in their strategy to attract a new
generation of customers who can
place their bids online.

“Now as long as you have the
money — and you have to have the
money — anyone can participate,”
said Lucy Bishop, Sotheby’s hand-
bags and fashion specialist.

While selling prices are widely
publicised, auction houses maintain
something akin to attorney-client
privilege when it comes to the iden-
tities of their bidders.

Those buyers typically fall into a
few buckets - museums and institu-
tions, private collectors, vintage deal-
ers and super fans. Some make their
purchases with the hope of a signifi-
cant return on their investment, for
others, that possibility is just a bonus.
Most trace their desire to own a
piece to some long-held passion - the
rare item is only part of the allure.

The more significant the item, the
more the pool of potential buyers
shrinks. “This world is a very exclu-
sive club where those in the know re-
ally know,” said Bishop.

The most historically important
pieces - whether because of their tie
to a particular designer, era in fashion
history or because they were worn by
the likes of figures such as Audrey
Hepburn or Princess Diana - are usu-
ally scooped up by institutions like
London’s Victoria & Albert Museum
or New York’s Metropolitan Museum
of Art. Even if they’re bought by pri-
vate collectors, they still may end up
in a museum display - on loan.

Celebrities themselves often do
the buying - Lady Gaga and Kim Kar-
dashian have bought Michael Jack-
son’s clothing, for example. They help
publicise their purchases, too - ac-
tress Laverne Cox is known to sport
her own Mugler collection on the red
carpet. In fact, much of the archival
fashion seen on stars today has
passed through auction.

“Fashion auctions have been Hol-
lywood stylists’ best kept secret for a
few decades but that secret is now
definitely out,” said Bishop. People
who pursue iconic items - celebrity-
owned or not - do it out of passion.

“All it takes is a certain attachment
to a specific designer,” said Shannon
Hoey, a vintage fashion dealer whose
expansive archive was largely ac-
quired through auctions. Hoey works

BIG BIDS

Wearing vintage Mugler,

Laverne Cox poses on the

red carpet at the 2024

People's Choice Awards

with designers on references for their
collections and stylists to place
pieces on the red carpet, in editorials
and on the big screen.

For others, it’s a connection to a
notable public figure or cultural asset.
Because those items often sell at
mark-up — a 2019 Lady Dior hand-
bag carried by Elizabeth Debicki as
Princess Diana in The Crown went
for upwards of US$12,000 rather
than the typical US$4,000 retail
price — it’s fans, not fashion purists,
who usually do the purchasing, said
Meg Randell, head of fashion and
handbags at Bonhams.

Leigh Anne Clark - a Dallas-based
Valentino, Saint Laurent and Chanel
shopper - snagged long-time Vogue
editor Andre Leon Talley’s Birkin at
Christie’s last year.

“It probably sat next to Anna Win-
tour on a plane going somewhere
cool for a shoot I probably looked at
in the magazine,” said Clark. “It feels
like I understood a part of (Talley), or

if he had known me he would’ve
understood part of me.”

She plans to display it in a closet,
rather than use it regularly.

A circa 1990 personalised Hermès
Birkin with gold hardware details,
from Andre Leon Talley's collection,
is show at Christie's in Palm Beach,
Florida on January 17, 2023.

California-based teacher Renae
Plant, meanwhile, has acquired 89

Princess Diana pieces — including
the Versace dress that featured on
the November 1997 cover of Harper’s
Bazaar as the magazine paid tribute
to Diana after her death in Paris,
which she acquired in 2015 for
US$200,000. Her love for the late
royal began in childhood, when she
shook Diana’s hand during the royal’s
1983 visit to Australia.

The potential for big returns at-
tracted a new sort of fashion buyer to
auctions — those who look at the
category as an investment. Those
buyers are particularly interested in
celebrity-linked pieces, which attract
press attention, a wide range of buy-
ers and often higher valuations. 

When an item is attached to a hit
film, it usually makes it easier to sell.
Hoey, for example, placed the taxi-
dermy bird Carrie Bradshaw wore to
her would-be wedding in the Sex and
the City movie, and then sold it at
Sotheby’s for US$25,400 in 2023.

Meanwhile, the next round of

big ticket items are al-
ways being minted — on

stages and behind the scenes.
Whispers about who will get their
hands on the fashions from the Bar-
bie film are already swirling, said
Martin Nolan, executive director of
Julien’s Auctions, which focuses on
celebrity-owned items and memora-
bilia.
(Courtesy: cnn.com)

Princess Diana's iconic black sheep jumper on display at Sotheby's

in London on July 17, 2023
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THERE’S A LOT OF TALK ABOUT
LUXURY’S RISING PRICES, BUT IT’S AT
AUCTIONS THAT FASHION IS SELLING
FAST FOR WHOPPING SUMS. ‘THIS
WORLD IS A VERY EXCLUSIVE CLUB
WHERE THOSE IN THE KNOW REALLY
KNOW,’ SAYS SOTHEBY’S LUCY BISHOP



Demi Moore

Aishwarya Rai 

he beckoning sandy beaches, luxurious
hotels, and cultural bonhomie of Cannes,
during the Cannes Film Festival 2024,
transforms the city into an international
hub with a passion for fashion on all
rungs of society.

This year, the Cannes Film Festival
2024 boasts a packed slate with a num-
ber of highly anticipated premieres sure
to draw actors (in their best red-carpet
looks, of course) from around the world
to the Croisette. 

Yorgos Lanthimos’s Kinds of Kindness,
which had its world premiere at Cannes
on May 17 is one film to watch out for.
The anthology film stars Emma Stone, Joe
Alwyn, Margaret Qualley, Hunter
Schafer, Jesse Plemons, Hong Chau,
Willem Dafoe, and Mamoudou Athie - a

talented cast whose members are no
strangers to award-worthy fashion.

But before that, George Miller’s Fu-
riosa: A Mad Max Saga (the prequel to
Mad Max: Fury Road, which screened
out-of-competition at the Cannes Film
Festival in 2015) had its premiere on May
15. Anya Taylor-Joy’s press-tour style
featured indelible standouts like a metal
Balmain minidress and a spiked head-
dress from Paco Rabanne. 

Elsewhere on the Croisette, Francis
Ford Coppola’s Megalopolis, the 85-
year-old director’s self-financed passion
project about an architect who wants to
rebuild New York City as a utopia after a
catastrophe,  premiered on May 16. The
cast of the retro-futurist epic includes
Adam Driver, Nathalie Emmanuel, Gian-

carlo Esposito, Aubrey Plaza, Shia
LaBeouf, Dustin Hoffman, Jon Voight,
Laurence Fishburne, Chloe Fineman,

Kathryn Hunter, Grace Vander-
Waal, James Remar, Talia Shire,
and Jason Schwartzman.

The 77th annual Cannes
Film Festival began Tuesday,
May 14, and runs through Sat-

urday, May 25. See all the best
fashion, outfits, ensembles, and
accessories from the Cannes
Film Festival 2024 red carpet
and beyond here.

This year, Barbie director Greta
Gerwig, Killers of the Flower Moon

breakout star Lily Gladstone and
James Bond actor Eva Green are

among the jury members, along with

Spanish director Juan Antonion Bayon
and Turkish screenwriter Ebru Ceylan.

The south of France is packed to the
hilt with film’s fashion darlings, many of
whom have been out in full force. Demi
Moore was seen in a sculptural Schiapar-
elli gown, Hunter Schafer in a mesmeris-
ing liquid satin Armani Privé frock and
Naomi Campbell enjoying a full circle
moment in vintage shimmering Chanel
gown she first wore on the runway in
1996.

The festival is known to be a well-doc-
umented history of standout sartorial
moments of which fashion is a highlight,
and it’s clear this year is no exception.
Here are some of the celebrity styles on
display:
(Inputs from: cnn.com, vanity fair.com)
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From photo-calls to world
premieres, the Cannes Film
Festival 2024 red carpet offers
all sorts of style as stars descend
on the French Riviera for the
international film festival
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Julianne Moore Sienna Miller Rosie-HuntingtonCate Blanchett Greta Gerwig

All things
bright and 
beautiful




