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SUNDAY

ON THE ROYAL DIRECTIVES, STATE 
COUNCIL TO MEET ON NOVEMBER 6 

GREECE BAGS WORLD 
CUP IN BLACK AND 
WHITE PHOTO CONTEST

6 
On the Royal Directives of His Majesty 
Sultan Haitham bin Tarik, the State 
Council will open its fourth regular 
session of the annual convening 
(2022/2023) of the seventh term in 
accordance with Article (41) of the Law 
of the Council of Oman. 

Greece bagged the top honours 
winning the World Cup in 
the 35th Black and White 
Photography Biennale held in 
the Sultanate yesterday. >A5

SEEB’S TRIUMPH 
DEDICATED TO 
HIS MAJESTY: 
SAYYID SHIHAB

Times News Service
 
MUSCAT: His Highness Sayyid 
Shihab bin Tarik Al Said, Deputy 
Prime Minister for Defence and 
Seeb Club President, has de-
scribed Seeb’s historic AFC Cup 
triumph as an “indescribable joy”.

Seeb became the fi rst Omani 
club to claim the continental title 
when they lifted the AFC Cup after 
defeating Kuala Lumpur City 3-0 
in Kuala Lumpur on October 22.

In his fi rst comments after the 
team returned to a rousing re-
ception last week, Sayyid Shihab 
dedicated the achievement to 
His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin 
Tarik, who had at one time been 
chairman of Seeb Club.

Sayyid Shihab said: “Seeb 
Club wrote an unprecedented 
history. I congratulate the play-
ers, team management and fans 
and they have all my love, ap-
preciation and praise. Winning 
the AFC Cup is a new mile-
stone for Omani football. We 
thank the Ministry of Culture, 
Sports and Youth and the Oman 
Football Association for their 
follow-up and support to the 
club that played a key role in the 
AFC Cup success.”

Sayyid Shihab said: “The AFC 
Cup title is dedicated to His Maj-
esty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik. 

His Majesty is the fi rst patron of 
youth and supporter of Omani 
sports and has always shown 
keen interest and care for Omani 
youth. I thank him for his contin-
uous support to Omani sports.”

Sayyid Shihab affi  rmed that the 
Sultanate of Oman is rich with 
talented youth and if they are 
armed with patience, determina-
tion and perseverance, they have 
the potential to achieve glory at 
international level.

He added: “I am happy and 
proud of the club’s historic 
achievement, which will be im-
mortalized in Oman football his-
tory as the fi rst Oman club to win 
a continental crown. The triumph 
has set up a great platform for 
clubs in Oman to be ambitious 
and eye glory at Asian and inter-
national level.”

Sayyid Shihab said: “I thank 
His Highness Sayyid Theyazin 
bin Haitham Al Said, Minister of 
Culture, Sports and Youth, and 
Sheikh Salim al Wahaibi, Oman 
Football Association chairman, 
for their support to the club dur-
ing our participation in the AFC 
Cup. The offi  cials at the sports 
ministry and the OFA provided 
moral and logistical support to 
the club.”  >A4
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described Seeb’s 

historic AFC Cup 

triumph as an 

“indescribable joy”

ISWK, Indian School Salalah are winners 

of Times of Oman/Shabiba English Quiz

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Although the results of 
the senior section had its twists and 
turn with some nervous, nail-biting 
moments, the Indian School Wadi 
Kabir (ISWK) were crowned the win-
ners of the Times of Oman/Al Shabi-
ba Inter-school Quiz 2022 at the City 
Amphitheatre, Qurum on Friday.

The results of the junior section 
were quite in accord with the obser-
vations of quizmaster Giri ‘Pickbrain’ 
Balasubramaniam, moments before 
the quiz began, that schools in other 
parts of the Sultanate were closing in 
quickly with those in Muscat, with 
Indian School Salalah team fi rst past 
the post with 250 points.

Others who bagged positions in 
the seniors category were Indian 
School Muscat who came second, 
and Sri Lankan School Muscat fi n-
ishing third. In the Juniors section, 
Indian School Salalah bagged 250 
points to be crowned winners, fol-
lowed by Indian School Muladha 
coming second with 150 points fol-
lowed by Indian School Al Ghubra 
with 125 points. 

The Editor in Chief of Times of 
Oman, Mohamed Issa Al Zadjali 
graced the occasion and gave away 
the prizes to the winners and gift 
hampers to all other fi nalists.

Also present on the occasion were 
the Ambassador of India to the Sul-
tanate of Oman, Amit Narang, Bang-
ladesh Ambassador Md Nazmul 
Islam, Sri Lanka’s  Ambassador A.L 
Sabarullah  Khan and Kiran  Akbar, 
Charge d’aff aires, Pakistan Embassy.  

Although the brilliance of the small 
kids in the junior section was a treat 
to watch as they had answers to most 
of the questions on their fi ngertips, 
the knowledgeable and young audi-
ence also showed their spunk and 
were immaculate with their answers 
to questions thrown at them.   >A2

Q U I Z Z I N G

WORLD
Nalgae leaves dozens 
dead in the Philippines 

2
At least 45 people have 
died and several remain 
missing in Philippines as 

Tropical Storm Nalgae slammed 
into the country on Saturday 
morning.  >A6

MARKET
Broad money supply 
in Oman grows 3.7% 

3 Broad money supply in 
Oman saw a growth of 
3.7 per cent on an annual 

basis to reach OMR20.6 billion 
at the end of August 2022.  
>B1

OMAN
Camel race kicks
off in Thumrait

1
The civil camel race 
competitions in the Wilayat 
of Thumrait, organised by the 

Royal Camel in the Aff airs of the 
Royal Court, started as part of its 
annual programme. >A4

T O P  T H R E E  I N S I D E  S T O R I E S

B62 Emiratis win fi rst round 
of Oman Freestyle Show

New lamp posts add to beauty 

of age-old tourist marketplace

PANKAJ KUMAR SHARMA
pankaj@timesofoman.com

MUSCAT: New lamp posts installed 
along the road to Muttrah Souq have 
enhanced the beauty and glory of 
this age-old tourist marketplace.

Right from Muttrah Hotel to 
Muttrah Souq, several beautiful 
lamp posts adorn the streets en-
rapturing the visitors.

The lampposts are designed in 
three distinct sections. The bot-
tom part is cylindrical in shape 
with blue light emanating from it 
while the middle portion is fl at like 
fi sh emitting a radiant yellow.  

The middle part has been given 
the shape of the entry gate to Mut-
trah Souq. The LED lights atop 
these lampposts disperse white 
light all around.

When asked about his opin-
ion on lamp posts, Afzal Khan, an 
expat living in the area, said: “All 

praise to the municipality for do-
ing this wonderful work. This has 
defi nitely enhanced the charm of 
this traditional market. The in-
signia of Muttrah Souq entry gate 
on poles defi nitely magnifi es the 
greatness of this market. For peo-
ple like me, this has become an 

added attraction.”
Another good news for tourists 

visiting the Souq area is the crea-
tion of new parking lots beside 
the road.

Earlier, dearth of parking spac-
es had led to huge jams in the area, 
especially during festivals. Long 
queues of cars could be seen from 
a distance winding down the road 
beyond Souq.

But additional parking slots 
have been created much to the re-
lief of motorists by reducing the 
size of dividers between the roads. 
With ample space available, mo-
torists can easily park their vehi-
cle and enjoy hassle-free shopping 
in Muttrah Souq. Even parking 
spaces along the sidewalks have 
been marked so that vehicles are 
stationed in an orderly manner.

Undoubtedly, all these meas-
ures have enhanced the aesthetic 
splendour of Muttrah Souq.

M U T T R A H  S O U Q

His Highness Sayyid Shihab 

bin Tarik Al Said, Seeb Club 

President and Deputy Prime 

Minister for Defence Aff airs

330

MUSCAT
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AN EXCITING 
AND GRIPPING 
QUIZ FINALS 

On occasions, the fi -
nalists prompted the 
answers even before 
the quiz master had 
completed his ques-

tion although on some occasions, 
such eagerness did land them into 
a soup when their answers were 
completely off -mark.

The senior section competition, 
on the other hand was a roller-
coaster of sorts when the ISWK in 
their over enthusiasm, pressed the 
buzzer at 400 points and lost 100 
points, throwing them into a tie 
with Indian School Muscat. Later, 
however, both the teams added a 
100 to their kitty, bringing them into 
a draw once again. It was only after 
a correct answer by the ISWK that 
the deadlock was broken, adding 10 
points to their tally.  There was an-
other stalemate for the third place 
with the Indian School Darsait, Sri 
Lankan School Muscat and Indian 
School Sohar tied at 100 points 
each. While Indian School Darsait 
left early with a wrong answer (90 
points) Indian School Sohar cau-
tiously stayed away from any mis-
adventure remaining content with 
100 points at the fourth place.

The Sri Lankan School boys, 
however, were more forthcoming 
and gave a correct answer fi nishing 
third with 110 points.

Much to the surprise of the spec-
tators, ‘Pickbrain’ had picked many 
questions from the daily edition of 
Times of Oman.

The event was a festival of sorts 
with young and old, all coming to 
the Qurum Amphitheatre to watch 
the event. Enthusiastic crowds had 
started coming to the venue much 
before the actual event began. With 
an almost jam-packed and well-in-
formed audience, the competition 
became more interesting.

Hundreds of school students had 
arrived to boost the morale of their 
colleagues. A big round of applause 
was always forthcoming for the 
correct answers. 

Ramesh, CEO of Orbit Events 
Management, said: “We congratu-
late all the winners and all the 
schools for such overwhelming 
participation. It was truly awesome 
to witness the close contest among 
some of the best brains in Oman.”

Puck was the title sponsors of the 
Times of Oman/Al  Shabiba Inter-
school Quiz 2022.
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Hard work, grit won them laurels

Times News Service

MUSCAT: At one time, in the very 
beginning, the ISWK seemed to be 
losing ground and paid for their at-
tempt to push their competitors on 
the back foot, collecting in the pro-
cess, two negatives (-200). 

Soon enough, and some tough, 
nail-biting moments later, they 
gathered their wits together and 
saw to it that their unrelenting 
eff orts paid off  to crown them 
as winners of the senior section 
grand fi nale of the Times of Oman 
Inter-school Quiz on Friday.

Led by Lael Alva of Grade 12 and 
Shyam Nair of Grade 10, the ISWK 
plan was to push the competitors 
on the defensive, but such strate-
gies sometimes backfi re which 
is what happened for the ISWK 
earning them two negative points 
in the process.

“Nevertheless, it was an enthral-
ling experience with the students 
eager to prove their mettle,” said 
Jenesha Joseph, the ISWK teach-
er who had spent hours together 
guiding both the students.

For Lael, also the ISWK Head 
Boy, quizzing has been a childhood 
passion with a huge appetite for 
reading, retaining and recalling in-
formation at the push of a button.

He has participated and won 

in several editions of inter school 
quiz events such as Quiz Pot. He 
was the winner of the fi rst edition 
of IS Quiz Juniors in 2019 and has 
been a consistent participant in 
the Times of Oman Quiz as well.  

Lael said, “This year’s quizzing 
has been at an entirely diff erent 
level. The pressure was too high 
as all questions were buzzer-based 
and all the contesting teams were 
seasoned quizzers. The nerve-
racking questions of Giri ‘Pick-
brain’ and negative scoring were 
too much to handle. Thanks to my 
partner Shyam, our team did well. 

I am also thankful to my parents, 
mentors and the school for support 
and encouragement. I am delighted 
that this rolling trophy will be a 
proud addition to the accolades our 
school has won all these years.”

Shyam, also an avid reader, es-
pecially current aff airs, had en-
tered the competition of this scale 
for the fi rst time, though he had 
been at the mega prelims stage of 
Times Quiz previously. He is also 
active in quiz and the MUN (Mod-
el United Nations), which he mod-
erated last year for ISWK. “It was 
my fi rst experience at this level, 

especially with buzzers and nega-
tive markings for each and every 
question. The presence of Lael and 
the motivation of Jenesha Madam 
made it easy for us. I want to thank 
my parents, principal, the class 
teacher, all teachers and especially 
schoolmates who were present in 
full strength to cheer us.” 

“It was a wonderful experi-
ence. Our senior team rose like a 
phoenix from -200 points to be 
the winners. Kudos to our quiz 
team members Lael and Shy-
am,” Jayaprakash Pillai, vice-
principal ISWK.

Gathering their wits 

to recover ground 

lost initially, ISWK 

emerged as winners 

of the grand fi nale of 

the Times of Oman 

Inter-school Quiz 

2022 on Friday



A4 S U N DAY,  O CTO B E R  3 0,  2 0 2 2

OMAN SHOP 
NOW
rafeeq.om

Fourth regular session of State 
Council to open on November 6

MUSCAT: The State Council will
open its fourth regular session of 
the annual convening 2022/2023
of the seventh term on November
6 in accordance with Article 41 of 
the Law of the Council of Oman
and on the Royal Directives of His

Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik.
During its third regular conven-

ing of the seventh term, the State
Council recorded many achieve-
ments within its prerogatives and
powers and submitted studies and
proposals in accordance with the
Basic Law of the State and the Law
of the Council of Oman.

The State Council conclud-
ed the third regular convening 

2021/2022 of the seventh term on
14 July 2022, which saw issuance
of three Royal Decrees on draft
laws referred from the Council
of Ministers as well as referral of 
eight studies prepared by the State
Council to the government in addi-
tion to the draft General Budget of 
the State 2022.

Khalid bin Ahmed Al Saadi, Sec-
retary General of the State Coun-

cil said that the Council held six 
regular sessions during which it 
discussed sixteen issues includ-
ing draft laws referred from the 
Council of Ministers and approved 
a number of studies and proposals 
submitted from the committees of 
the State Council.

He said that during the regular 
sessions of the third annual con-
vening of the seventh term, the 

State Council concluded a num-
ber of draft laws, submitted to His 
Majesty the Sultan, in accordance 
with Article 47 of the Law of the 
Council of Oman issued by Royal 
Decree No. 7/2021.

He said that the State Coun-
cil submitted to His Majesty the
Sultan a draft law on amendment
of some provisions of the Law of 
Records and Archives , issued
by Royal Decree No. 60/2007,
the Draft Law of Securities and
a draft law on amendment of the
Notary Public Law, following de-
tailed discussions witnessed in
the third annual convening of the
seventh term.

He said that the State Council
also discussed the draft General
Budget of the State 2022 and sub-
mitted its proposals on the same to
the Council of Ministers.

The Offi  ce of the State Council
held several meetings during the
third convening of the seventh

term in which it discussed sixty-
two issues, he said, pointing out 
that the Offi  ce of the State Coun-
cil took 40 decisions on the issues 
it held discussions. During the 
meetings, the State Council Offi  ce 
hosted chairpersons of the perma-
nent committee and secretaries 
for discussions on the studies and 
proposals submitted by the com-
mittees, he said.

Within the enhancement of the 
relations between the Sultanate 
and other countries, he said that 
Sheikh Abdulmalik bin Abdullah 
Al Khalili, Chairman of the State 
Council, assigned by His Majesty 
the Sultan, participated in the cel-
ebrations of the Republic of Tan-
zania with the 60th Anniversary of 
its Independence Day.

The members of the State 
Council had received during the 
third regular convening of the 
seventh term a number of delega-
tions, he said. — ONA

During the third

regular convening

of the seventh 

term, a number of

delegations were 

also received by

the Council

Camel races
kick off  in 
Wilayat of 
Thumrait

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The civil camel rac-
ing competitions in the Wilay-
at of Thumrait, which are or-
ganised by the Royal Camel in 
the Aff airs of the Royal Court, 
started on Saturday, as part of 
its annual programme in the 
various governorates of the 
Sultanate of Oman.

A number of camel owners 
and breeders in the Governo-
rate of Dhofar will participate in 
the six-day competition.

The civil camel races in 
Thumrait include holding 
three main competitions, start-
ing with the two-day ‘Muhal-
aba’ competition, and the ‘Al-
Mazaina’ competition, which 
will be held for four days, while 
the events will conclude with 
the competitive race that will 
be held on Wednesday and 
Thursday.

Muhalaba competitions will 
be divided into three categories: 
the Omani camel category, the 
belted camel category, and the 
tax camel category.

Each category is allocated 
three runs and the amount of 
milk is measured by the scale, 
and prizes are distributed to the 
camel owners who ranked fi rst 
to the 10th. 

A N N U A L  P R O G R A M M E

AFC title
triumph

He also thanked the loyal 
fans of Seeb Club, who stood by 
the team during the complete 
campaign.Sayyid Shihab said: 
“Seeb’s achievement raises the 
bar of Oman football, which has 
greater challenges ahead. Our 
team topped the group stage 
and we successfully hosted the 
group stages in Muscat. I thank 
the three coaches, Boris Bunjak, 
Ilie Stan and Rasheed Jaber, 
who were part of our victorious 
campaign. The players’ desire 
for success and determination 
is an example that will stand the 
club in good stead in the future.

“The title triumph has added 
more responsibilities to the 
club and it is imperative to work 
collectively in order to achieve 
further success at Asian level.”

F O O T B A L L
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Greece bags World Cup in 

black and white photo contest

MUSCAT: Greece bagged the 
top honours winning the World 
Cup in the 35th Black and White 
Photography Biennial held in the 
Sultanate on Sunday.

The gold medal went to Sin-
gapore, the silver to Britain and 
the bronze to Spain. Bahrain, 
Australia, Ireland, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Germany, the Neth-
erlands and Russia were given 
honorary prizes. Altogether 456 
contestants from 46 countries 
participated in the international 
competition. The winning coun-
tries received 11 individual prizes 
and 11 group prizes.

The contest was held under 
the patronage of Sayyid Saeed 
bin Sultan Al Busaidi, Undersec-
retary of the Ministry of Culture, 

Sports and Youth for Culture, at 
the headquarters of the Omani 
Arts Association, as part of the 
Seventh International Forum of 
Photographers organized by the 
International Federation of Pho-
tographic Art /FIAP.

The Sultanate of Oman rep-
resented by the Ministry of Cul-
ture, Sports and Youth hosted the 
event.

In the individual category, the 
FIAP gold medal went to John 
Sheridan from Ireland, the Oman 
Photographic Society’s gold 
medal went to Panos Zolax from 
Greece, the silver FIAP med-
als went to Heinz Beckers from 
Germany and Melina Ercig from 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the 
Omani Photographic Society’s 

silver medal went to Tres Uruk
from Australia.

The Bronze Vibe Medal went
to Harald Beebel of Germany, the
Vibe Bronze Medal went to Mar-
cel van Balken of the Netherlands
and Eugenio Vini of Italy, and the
Bronze Medal of the Omani Pho-
tographic Society went to Torlo
O’Reilly of Ireland.

Jose Luis Orbital from Argenti-
na and Guy Gilson from Belgium
also received an honorary men-
tion from the Omani Photograph-
ic Society.

The jury of this competition
consisted of FIAP Secretary Gen-
eral Eunice Lykoris from Greece,
photographer Fadel Al-Maghoui
from Bahrain and photographer
Riha Bailer from Turkey.

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C O M P E T I T I O N
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www.facebook.com/timesofoman 
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Tropical Storm 
Nalgae slams 
into Philippines
MANILA: The death toll from se-
vere tropical storm Nalgae, which
unleashed fl oods and set off  
landslides in several parts of the
Philippines, has climbed to 72, a 
spokesperson for a government
disaster agency said on Saturday.

National Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion and Management Council
spokesperson Rafaelito Alejan-
dro said the bulk of the fatalities
were in Maguindanao province
in the southern Philippines, with
67 deaths. He added that at least
14 people have remained missing.

Maguindanao is a province in 
the Bangsamoro Autonomous
Region in Muslim Mindanao
(BARMM). Its interior and lo-
cal government minister Na-
guib Sinarimbo said nine towns
in Maguindanao were severely 
fl ooded, and most parts of Cota-
bato City in the BARMM were
underwater for the fi rst time in
years. The BARMM has “raised
our alert level to red” since Friday.

According to local media re-
ports, a village in Datu Odin Sin-
suat were buried in the landslide,
resulting in at least 50 deaths.

Nalgae is the 16th cyclone to 
lash the Philippines this year. It
slammed into Catanduanes, an
island province in the Bicol re-

gion, before dawn Saturday.
The Philippine Atmos-

pheric, Geophysical and As-
tronomical Services Admin-
istration said Nalgae was 
blowing maximum winds of 
95 km per hour, with gusts of 
up to 160 km per hour on Satur-
day. The national weather bureau 
said Nalgae was moving west-
northwestward at 30 km per hour 
and expected to intensify further 
as it moved inland. It is forecast 
to cross Metro Manila and its ad-
jacent areas early Saturday after-
noon through Sunday morning.

The bureau warned fl ood-
ing and rain-induced landslides 
are expected, especially in areas 
highly susceptible to these haz-
ards and in localities with signifi -
cant antecedent rainfall. ANI

T R O P I C A L  S T O R M

Brazil’s President 

Bolsonaro, Lula 

clash in fi nal debate

BRASILIA: Brazilian President 
Jair Bolsonaro and former Presi-
dent Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva 
traded blows in a tense, fi nal de-
bate before the country goes into 
the second round of the run-off  
elections. The far-right incum-
bent, Bolsonaro, and the popular 
but tarnished Lula da Silva spoke 
about economic hardships, cor-
ruption and Brazil’s foreign pol-
icy in the two-and-a-half-hour 
long face-off .

Da Silva dug into the Bolsonaro 
government’s policies, saying it 
has failed to increase minimum 
wage above infl ation. “This man 
governed for four years and there 
was not 1% of a real increase,” 
da Silva said at the TV Globo de-
bate in Rio de Janeiro. He further 
pledged to boost spending on the 
poor, though he did not elaborate 
on a plan. Bolsonaro blamed the 
poor minimum wage on the eco-
nomic downturn, exasperated by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. He also 
promised to lift the minimum 
wage from $229 (€230) to $265 a 
month, if re-elected — something 
not included in his 2023 budget 
proposal.

Economic hardships are likely 
to be a key factor in the tight race 
between the two. 

A heated argument
The debate quickly deviated to
personal attacks as the two ar-
gued about the minimum wage
and corruption charges.

“Brazilians know who the liar
is,” da Silva said.

“Stop lying Lula, stop lying.
It’s getting ugly,” said Bolsonaro.
“Lies, Lula! Do I have to perform
an exorcism on you to get you to
stop lying?” 

Bolsonaro strategically brought
up weak areas in the Lula cam-
paign, reminding audiences of 
the corruption charges against
the former president. “With me
you will have safety, you will have
honesty. There won’t be theft. Do
you want me to give more exam-
ples of corruption, Lula? Or can
we move on,” he said.

Da Silva, on the other hand,
criticized his competitor for iso-
lating Brazil from the rest of the
world.

“Today Brazil is more isolated
than Cuba. You don’t have a re-
lationship with anyone. No one
wants to receive you. No one
comes here,” he said.

Bolsonaro laughed off  the ac-
cusation, boasting about his rela-
tions with Arab nations and the
US. DW

F I N A L  D E B A T E
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Twitter to form content 
moderation council, says 
Elon Musk after closing deal
CALIFORNIA: After Elon Musk
closed the Twitter deal of USD
44 billion on Thursday night and
acquired the micro-blogging plat-
form, he informed about forming 
a content moderation council for
Twitter which will certainly have
diverse viewpoints.

The council will be accountable
for all the main content-related
decisions and no account rein-
statement will be done before that
council convenes. Musk wrote in
a tweet that “Twitter will be form-
ing a content moderation council
with widely diverse viewpoints.
No major content decisions or ac-
count reinstatements will happen
before that council convenes.”

The Tesla CEO also instilled 
suspicion amongst social media 
users when he tweeted on his 
Twitter “Let the good times roll” 
shortly after he acquired the so-
cial media platform and closed the 
deal. The Tesla and Space X own-
er is expected to remain CEO of 
Twitter in the interim period but 
may eventually cede the role in the 
longer term, as per media reports. 
Musk ahead of his USD 44 billion 
Twitter acquisition deal had dis-
missed speculation about why he’d 
buy the micro-blogging platform 
and his thoughts on advertising.

“The reason I acquired Twitter
is that it is important to the future
of civilization to have a common
digital town square, where a wide
range of beliefs can be debated in
a healthy manner, without resort-
ing to violence. There is currently 

great danger that social media will 
splinter into far right-wing and 
far left-wing echo chambers that 
generate more hate and divide 
our society,” he said in a state-
ment on Thursday. Meanwhile, 
on Wednesday, Musk walked the 
halls of the Twitter headquarters 
in San Francisco, carrying the 
bowl of a sink which garnered 
massive views over the internet.

Musk tweeted a video of him-
self carrying a kitchen sink and 
wrote, “let that sink in!”

Furthermore, Elon Musk also 
changed his Twitter profi le to 
read “Chief Twit” shortly after he 
hinted at going forward with the 
Twitter acquisition deal.

In July, Musk who had long 
been showing his interest to buy 

Twitter terminated the deal, 
claiming that Twitter violated 
their mutual purchase agreement 
by misrepresenting the number of 
spam and fake bot accounts on its 
platform.

After Musk put out the deal 
termination announcement, the 
market saw a sharp decline. Lat-
er, Twitter sued Musk accusing 
him of using bots as a pretext to 
exit a deal.

Again, last week, Musk con-
fi rmed that he would move for-
ward with the Twitter buyout 
at the originally agreed price of 
USD 54.20 per share. However, 
the Twitter deal legal proceedings 
had been put on hold by a judge 
overseeing the dispute until Octo-
ber 28. ANI

N E W  C O U N C I L

US House Speaker Nancy 

Pelosi’s husband undergoes 

surgery after deadly assault
WASHINGTON: Paul Pelosi, 
husband of US House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, who was attacked 
using a hammer at his California 
home on Friday morning, has un-
dergone surgery for a skull frac-
ture and other severe injuries.

“Mr. Pelosi was admitted to 
Zuckerberg San Francisco Gen-
eral Hospital where he underwent 
successful surgery to repair a skull 
fracture and serious injuries to his 
right arm and hands. His doctors 
expect a full recovery,” Drew Ham-
mill, spokesperson for Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, said in a statement, 
posted on her website. Paul Pelosi 
was attacked with a hammer in 
their home in San Francisco, Cali-
fornia. The attacker was a male 
assailant who also tried to tie up 
Pelosi’s husband as he was waiting 
for Nancy to arrive home.

The US House Speaker said 
that Paul was attacked at home by 
an assailant who acted with force, 
and threatened his life while de-
manding to see the Speaker. She, 
along with her family, also ex-
pressed gratitude and thanked 
people for the outpouring of sup-
port and prayers following the 
deadly attack on Paul Pelosi.

“The Speaker and her family 
are thankful for the outpouring of 
support and prayers from friends, 
constituents and people around 
the country. The Pelosi family is 
immensely grateful to Mr. Pelosi’s 
entire medical team and the law 
enforcement offi  cers who re-
sponded to the assault. The family 
appreciates respect for their pri-
vacy during this time,” the state-
ment added.

San Francisco District Attor-
ney Brooke Jenkins said the man 
alleged to have attacked Paul 
Pelosi on Friday morning is ex-
pected to be arraigned Tuesday.

David DePape, the suspect ac-
cused of entering Pelosi’s house 

and hitting him with a hammer, 
now faces multiple felony charg-
es, including attempted homicide, 
according to CNN.

“We are coordinating closely 
with federal and local law en-
forcement partners on this inves-
tigation. We will bring forward 
multiple felony charges on Mon-
day and expect DePape to be ar-
raigned on Tuesday. DePape will 
be held accountable for his hei-
nous crimes,” Jenkins tweeted.

US President Joe Biden de-
scribed the attack on Pelosi’s 
husband as “despicable.” “This 
is despicable. There’s no place 
in America -- there’s too much 
violence, political violence. Too 
much hatred. Too much vitriol,” 
Biden told a fundraising dinner 
Friday in Philadelphia.

In an offi  cial statement, White 
House Press Secretary Karine 
Jean-Pierre condemned the at-
tack against Paul Pelosi and said 
that the prayers are with Speaker 
Pelosi’s whole family.

She said that the US President 
is also praying for Paul Pelosi and 
also had a morning call with House 
Speaker Pelosi to express his sup-
port after this horrible attack.

“The President is praying for 
Paul Pelosi and for Speaker Pelo-
si’s whole family. This morning he 
called Speaker Pelosi to express 
his support after this horrible at-
tack. He is also very glad that a full 
recovery is expected. The Presi-
dent continues to condemn all vi-
olence and asks that the family’s 
desire for privacy be respected,” 
the offi  cial statement read.

US Vice President Kamala 
Harris also had a call with Nancy 
Pelosi after Pelosi’s husband, 
Paul, was attacked with a hammer 
at the couple’s home in San Fran-
cisco. She called the attack an “act 
of extreme violence”.

According to analysts, the US 
speaker is second in line to be-
come the US President after the 
Vice President in case the Presi-
dent is incapacitated. ANI

H O M E  A T T A C K

Terrorism one of gravest threats to humanity: Jaishankar at UN counter-terror meet
NEW DELHI: External Aff airs 
Minister S Jaishankar on Satur-
day highlighted the global threat of 
terrorism is growing and expand-
ing, particularly in Asia and Africa, 
despite the UN Security Council’s 
(UNSC) best eff orts to combat the 
“gravest threat to humanity”.

Addressing the UNSC’s special 
meeting of the Counter-Terrorism 
Committee in the national capi-
tal, Jaishankar said, “Terrorism 

remains the gravest threat to hu-
manity. The UN Security Coun-
cil in the past two decades has 
evolved an important architecture 
built, primarily around the coun-
ter-terrorism sanctions regime to 
combat this menace. This has been 
very eff ective in putting the coun-
tries on notice that had turned 
terrorism into a state funded en-
terprise.” “Despite this, the threat 
of terrorism is only growing and 

expanding, particularly in Asia 
and Africa, as successive reports 
of 1267 sanctions committee mon-
itoring reports have highlighted,” 
he added.

India is hosting the two-day an-
ti-terrorism meeting of the United 
Nations Security Council (UNSC). 
The ongoing meeting in Delhi is 
being held under India’s chair of 
the Counter-Terrorism Commit-
tee (CTC).

Jaishnkar told CTC members 
that their presence in Delhi at the 
special meeting demonstrates 
the importance that the UNSC 
member states and a wide range of 
stakeholders, place on this critical 
and emerging facet of terrorism.

“That the council is holding this 
special meeting of its counter-ter-
rorism meetings in India, is also a 
product of the fact that counter-
terrorism has become one of the 

top priorities during our ongoing 
tenure in the security council,” he 
added.

Highlighting the fl ip sides of 
emerging technologies, Jaishna-
kar said technologies like virtual 
private network, encrypted mes-
sage services and blockchains, 
have also thrown up new challeng-
es for governments and regulatory 
bodies.

“The technologies have also 

thrown up new challenges for gov-
ernments and regulatory bodies 
due to their potential vulnerability 
for their misuse by non-state ac-
tors, given the very nature of some 
of these technologies and the nas-
cent regulatory environment,” the 
minister said. Furthermore, Jais-
hankar said internet and social 
media platforms have turned into 
potent instruments in the toolkit 
of terrorists. ANI

T H R E A T  T O  H U M A N I T Y



A8A8A8A8A8A8 S U N DAY,  O CTO B E R  3 0,  2 0 2 2S U N DAY,  O CTO B E R  3 0,  2 0 2 2S U N DAY,  O CTO B E R  3 0,  2 0 2 2S U N DAY,  O CTO B E R  3 0,  2 0 2 2S U N DAY,  O CTO B E R  3 0,  2 0 2 2S U N DAY,  O CTO B E R  3 0,  2 0 2 2S U N DAY,  O CTO B E R  3 0,  2 0 2 2S U N DAY,  O CTO B E R  3 0,  2 0 2 2

SHOP 
NOW
rafeeq.om

Quote of the Day

“We see ourselves as
one of the best pace
attacks there is, so
we’ll back ourselves
against any team. 
We have got great 
variety”

ANRICH NORTJE,

SOUTH AFRICAN PACER

Points table

Team P    W L N/R  T NRR  PTS

New Zealand 3 2 0 1 0 +3.850 5

England 3 1 1 1 0 +0.239 3

Ireland 3 1 1 1 0 -1.169 3

Australia 3 1 1 1 0 -1.555 3

Sri Lanka 3 1 2 0 0 -0.890 2

Afghanistan 3 0 1 2 0 -0.620 2

Team P    W L N/R  T NRR  PTS

India 2 2 0 0 0 +1.425 4

South Africa 2 1 0 1 0 +5.200 3

Zimbabwe 2 1 0 1 0 +0.050 3

Bangladesh 2 1 1 0 0 -2.375 2

Pakistan 2 0 2 0 0 -0.050 0

Netherlands 2 0 2 0 0 -1.625 0

GROUP 1

GROUP 2

Temporep erumquis 

eost aborro eate 

dendam, sintis et 

vollandunt volupta

Figure out the
conditions and
adapt: Kohli
PERTH, AUSTRALIA: Star 
Indian batter Virat Kohli has 
said that Australian surfaces are 
the best to bat on once a player 
gets used to the pace. 

In an interview on Star 
Sports ahead of India’s Group 2 
Super 12 match against South 
Africa in the ICC T20 World 
Cup, Kohli spoke about his 
preparations to play in Australia 
during the T20 World Cup.

The batter, who has been in 
great form in the ongoing tour-
nament, said: “I do not watch any 
videos. I go to the nets straight 
and try to fi gure things out. Of 
course, you do look stupid for the 
fi rst few balls. But there is a nat-
ural instinct, you know batting, 
you react. After this, you realise 
that if a ball bounces this way, 
you have to be upright instead of 
being low in your stance.”

Kohli struck two succes-
sive half-centuries and played 
a key role in India’s win over 
arch-rivals Pakistan and the 
Netherlands. He said: “You 
cannot come prepared from 
India. You fi gure out the condi-
tions and you adapt on the fi eld. 
There are no wickets better for 
batting than the ones in Austral-
ia if you get used to pace here.”

Kohli said that he does not 
need to adjust his game while 
playing in Australia, since it is 
more of a “mental game” while 
playing there.

Statistical backing proves that 
he loves playing in Australia and 
fi nds its surfaces enjoyable to 
swing his willow on. In his 55 in-
ternational appearances Down 
Under, Kohli has scored 3,274 
runs in 66 innings at an average 

of 56.44. 11 tons and 17 half-cen-
turies have come from his bat in 
Australia.

He is India’s second-highest 
run-scorer in Australia, just a 
few runs behind legendary crick-
eter Sachin Tendulkar, who has 
scored 3,300 runs in 67 matches 
with seven centuries and 17 half-
centuries at an average of over 42 
in Australia.

In T20Is, Kohli’s record in 
Australia is incredible.

In 12 innings across 13 match-
es, he has scored 595 runs at a 
massive average of 85.00. Seven 
half-centuries have come from 
his bat, with the best score of 90*. 
In fact, he is the only Indian play-
er to have 500-plus T20I runs in 
Australia, with Shikhar Dhawan 
(271) in the second position. 

The Men in Blue will lock 
horns against South Africa on 
Sunday. The Proteas are heading 
into the match after a 104-run 
win over Bangladesh. On the oth-
er hand, India also won its previ-
ous match against the Nether-
lands by 56 runs. India is at the 
top of Group 2 with four points 
and two wins in two matches. 
Proteas are in the second posi-
tion with three points and one 
wins in two matches. Their other 
game against Zimbabwe pro-
duced no result and both teams 
split points. –ANI

I C C  T 2 0  W O R L D  C U P

Bangladesh vs 
Zimbabwe

Netherlands vs
Pakistan

07:00am 11:00am
Today’s matches

India vs
South Africa

3:00pm

PHILLIPS, BOULT FIRE 
KIWIS TO EASY WIN
SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA: Glenn 
Phillips scored a magnifi cent 
century while Trent Boult 
scalped four wickets as New 
Zealand beat Sri Lanka by 
65 runs in their Group 1 en-
counter at the Sydney Cricket 
Ground on Saturday.

The victory in Group 1 sees 
New Zealand sit at the top of 
the table in Group 1 with 5 
points in three games.  The vic-
tory also sees them edge one 
step closer to sealing a place in 
the semi-fi nals. 

Sri Lanka meanwhile stay on 
two points from three match-
es. The victory was also New 
Zealand’s biggest against Sri 
Lanka in terms of runs in 
T20Is. 

Chasing 168, Sri Lanka’s in-
nings never got going as they 
failed to counter the clever 
bowling from Tim Southee and 
Trent Boult. Southee scalped 
one wicket in the fi rst over, 
with Boult scalping two in the 
second as Sri Lanka were re-
duced to 6/3. 

Boult would have his third in 

his fourth over, sending Char-
ith Asalanka packing as Sri 
Lanka were reeling at 8/4. 

After the early blows, Sri 
Lanka never quite recovered, 
despite the best eff orts of Bha-
nuka Rajapaksa. The batter 
scored 34 off  22 before being 
dismissed by Lockie Ferguson. 

Mitchell Santner would also 
strike twice, getting the wick-
ets of Chamika Karunaratne 
and Maheesh Theekshana, as 
Sri Lanka were limping around 
at 65/8.  

Skipper Dasun Shanaka’s 
spirited eff ort of 35 for 32 
would also come to an end as 
Boult ended his knock to scalp 
his fourth of the match. The 
pacer would end his spell with 
fi gures of 4/13. 

Ish Sodhi would scalp 
the fi nal wicket of La-
hiru Kumara in the 
fi nal over as Sri Lanka were 
bowled out for 102. 

Opting to bat fi rst, New 
Zealand were in trouble in 
the Powerplay, losing 3 quick 
wickets. Finn Allen, Devon 

Conway and Kane Williamson 
all departed early, leaving New 
Zealand on 15/3. 

A partnership of 84 was then 
built up between Glenn Phil-

lips and Daryl Mitchell, getting 
New Zealand out of trouble. 

The pair would bat sensibly, 
knocking the ball around, pun-
ishing the odd bad ball away. -ICC

NEW ZEEAALLANND
F Allen b ThTheekeekee shashahana 1
D Conway b D de Silvava 1
K Williamson c Mendis b Rajitha 8
G Phillips c Shanaka b Kumara 104
D Mitchell b W Hasaranga 22
J Neesham c Shanaka b Rajitha 5
M Santner not out 1111
I Sodhi run out 1
T Southee not out 4
Extras:  (lb 2, nb 3, w 5) 101
TOTAL: 167/7 in 20 overs (RR: 8.38.35))

Fall of wickets: 1-2, 2-7, 3-15, 4-9999, , 5-129, 
6-162, 7-163 
Bowling: M Theekshana 4-0-35-1, K Rajitha 
4-0-23-2, D de Silva2-0-14-1, W Hasaraangaga  
4-0-22-1, L Kumara 3-0-37-1, C Karunaratnet
3-0-34-0

KASRII LAL NK
a lbw w b Sb oututhehee 0P Nississanka
c Cc Conwonway b Bb Bouloult t 4K Menddisis s cc
b BBoult 0D dde Se Silvilva b
a c AAllenn bb b BBouBouBouB llltlt 4C Asalanka
sa c WWWiillillliaiamson b Fergusononon n 34B Rajapaks

ratne cc BBBBBoBoB ultu  b Santner 3C Karunar
a c Mittcheheell lll b Bb Boult 35D Shanaka
nga c Williammsonon b Soddhi 44W HHaasaran
hana c Neesham bb Santtnerr 0MM Theeksh
not out 88K Rajitha n
st Conway b Sodhhi 4L L Kumara 

ExtExtrasras w 6) 6((ww
1002 in 19.2 overss ((RRR: R: 5.25 7)TOTTAL:AL 1

ckckets:FaFall of wic  1-0, 2-4, 3-5, 4-8, 5-24, 6-58, 
, , 9-93, 10-102 7-664, 4 8-65,,

Bowlinling:g: T Southee 4-4-11-111-122-2-1, T, TTT BoBBB ult 4----0-10-10000 3-3-
son 4-0-35-1,1, M SM Santantantttnnerner4-0-21-2,2, 4, L Fergus

2-0-21-21-2I Sodhi 3.2

ScoreboardNew Zealand vs Sri Lanka

GLENN PHILLIPS

64 BALLS
10(4s) 4(6s)

104
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ROLE  OF SOLAR POWER
In the context of the EU Climate 
Diplomacy Weeks 2022 and ahead of 
COP27, the European Union Delegation
to the UAE, in collaboration with the
International Renewable Energy Agency, 
organised a high-level panel discussion 
titled ‘Solar power for a more democratic 
access to power’.

INDIA’S FOREX RESERVES
India’s foreign exchange reserves during 
the week that ended on October 21 fell to a 
new over two-year low of $524.520 billion, 
a drop of $3.85 billion from the previous
week. During the week that ended on
October 14, the country’s forex reserves
were at $528.367 billion, RBI data showed.

Broad money supply in Oman 
grows by 3.7% to OMR20.6bn

MUSCAT: The broad money sup-
ply in Oman witnessed a growth of 
3.7 per cent on an annual basis to 
reach OMR20.6 billion at the end 
of August 2022.

This is due to an increase in cash 
in its narrow sense by 5 per cent 
and an increase of 3.2 per cent in 
its quasi-cash. This consists of total 
savings deposits and term deposits 
in Omani rials plus certifi cates of 
deposit issued by banks, in addition 
to margin accounts and all foreign 
currency deposits with the bank-

ing sector. During the same period, 
cash with the public decreased by 
7 per cent, while demand deposits 
increased by 8.8 per cent.

With regard to the interest rate 
structure of conventional commer-
cial banks, the weighted average 
interest rates on deposits in Omani 
rials recorded a slight decrease 
from 1.977 per cent in August 2021 
to 1.897 per cent in August 2022.

The weighted average interest 
rates on loans in Omani rials also in-
creased from 5.400 per cent to 5.447 

per cent during the same period.
As for the average interest rates 

in the interbank lending market 
for one night, it witnessed an in-
crease of 2.854 per cent in August 
2022, compared to 0.482 per cent 
in August 2021.

This came as a result of the 
weighted average increase in in-
terest rates on repurchases to 3 
per cent, compared to 0.5 per cent 
during the same period last year, 
in line with the policies of the US 
Federal Reserve. - ONA

This is due to an

increase in cash in its

narrow sense by 5 per

cent and an increase 

of 3.2 per cent in its 

quasi-cash

MSX amends trading mechanism

MUSCAT: The Muscat Stock Ex-
change (MSX) has announced that 
starting from Sunday, the trading 
mechanism of the Follow-up Mar-
ket has been modifi ed.
The number of sessions for ex-
ecuting opposite orders has been 
increased to fi ve sessions per day 
instead of the two sessions cur-
rently in force.

The Follow-up Market includes 
companies and funds that have 
capital erosion of 25 per cent or 
more, or those that have decided to 
be dissolved or liquidated, as well 
as companies that have decided to 
change their legal form.

Munadil bin Hammad Al Ghafri, 
Head of the First Trading Opera-
tions Department at the MSX, said:
The reason for such a move was to 
provide additional space for inves-
tors who trade in securities listed in
the Follow-up Market, noting that 
the MSX is working on evaluating 
its activity and studying ways that

enable it to improve the services 
provided to the investors.

He added that MSX seeks, by 
amending the trading mechanism 
in the Follow-up Market, to activate 
the trading movement which will 
contribute to reducing the time for 
executing opposite orders, which 
will enhance the pricing of shares of 
listed companies and create invest-
ment opportunities for investors 
wishing to deal in securities listed 

in this market. He explained that the 
mechanism currently used in the 
Follow-up Market was for investors 
to enter their orders in two sessions; 
the fi rst session started at 9am until 
12 noon and the second session is 
between 12 noon and 2pm.

Noting that the new amend-
ment will enable investors to en-
ter their orders into the system 
during fi ve sessions extending 
from 9am until 2pm. - ONA

I N  F O L L O W - U P  M A R K E T

OIA invests in US fi rm dealing in 

recycling of lithium-ion batteries

MUSCAT: Oman Investment 
Authority (OIA) has announced 
taking a stake in Ascend Ele-
ments fi rm, a United States fi rm 
specialising in the recycling of 
lithium-ion batteries used in elec-
tric vehicles.

The step incarnates endeavours 
to enhance the ‘generations port-
folio’ in a bid to achieve fi scal sus-
tainability. It also comes in pursu-
ance of OIA’s quest to access new 
investment sectors that respond to 
global trends in this fi eld.

Ibrahim bin Said Al Eisri, OIA’s 
Director General of Private Eq-
uity, said that this new venture is 
in line with the OIA’s strategy to 
invest in companies operating in 
the converting industries sector. 
This competitive, rapidly growing 
sector enjoys support in the Unit-
ed States of America, the United 

Kingdom and Europe. It off ers the
OIA a motive to enter into part-
nerships with international part-
ners and investors, with reward-
ing revenues in the pipeline.

The US company developed a 

new technique in electric vehicle
battery recycling that focuses on
the sustainable use of waste lith-
ium-ion batteries and converts
them into high-performance bat-
teries for electric vehicles. This
technique reduces the cost of 
recycling electric batteries by 50
per cent and cuts down carbon
emissions by 87 per cent.

After OIA’s investment, the 
company received a $480 million 
subsidy from the US government, 
represented by the Department 
of Energy, as part of an initiative 
to support the electric vehicles’ 
battery sector. This augmented 
the fi rm’s market value and ena-
bled it to enter into partnerships 
with several electric vehicle bat-
tery fi rms and automobile fi rms 
such as Jaguar, Land Rover, Ford 
and Tesla. -ONA

O M A N  I N V E S T M E N T  A U T H O R I T Y
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Delegates discuss solar power role in 

achieving democratic green transition

ABU DHABI: In the context
of the EU Climate Diplomacy 
Weeks 2022 and ahead of COP27,
the European Union Delegation
to the UAE, in collaboration with
the International Renewable En-
ergy Agency (IRENA), organised
a high-level panel discussion ti-

tled ‘Solar power for a more dem-
ocratic access to power’.

The event presented policy and 
business success stories from EU 
member states and other IRENA 
members, shedding light on the 
huge potential of solar energy in 
leading the way towards decar-

bonisation of energy systems and
helping to achieve climate neutral-
ity around the world. It brought to-
gether around 40 IRENA delegates,
energy experts, diplomats, as well as
business representatives from dif-
ferent regions on margins of 24th
IRENA Council in Abu Dhabi. -WAM

P A N E L  D I S C U S S I O N

India’s forex

reserves fall to

near 2-year low

amid weak rupee

NEW DELHI: India’s foreign 
exchange reserves during the 
week that ended on October 21 
fell to a new over two-year low of 
$524.520 billion, a drop of $3.85 
billion from the previous week.

During the week that ended 
on October 14, the country’s fo-
rex reserves were at $528.367 
billion, RBI data showed. Ac-
cording to RBI’s latest data, 
India’s foreign currency assets, 
which are the biggest com-
ponent of the forex reserves, 
declined by $3.59 billion to 
$465.075 billion. The value of 
gold reserves dropped by $247 
million to $37.206 billion dur-
ing the latest week. The value of 
India’s Special Drawing Rights 
with the International Monetary 
Fund, however, rose by $7 mil-
lion to $17.440 billion during the 
week under review.

The forex reserves have been 
falling for months now because 
of RBI’s likely intervention in the 
market to defend the depreciat-
ing rupee against a surging US 
dollar. Rising costs of imported 
items also necessitated the 
higher requirement of reserves 
for trade settlement. The Indian 
rupee has been weakening over 
the past few weeks to hit fresh 
new all-time lows as the US dol-
lar strengthened against major 
global currencies. -ANI

F O R E I G N  E X C H A N G E

China opens more sectors to foreign investment

BEIJING: China issued a new
catalogue of industries where for-
eign investment will be encour-
aged, opening more sectors to

foreign investment. The 2022 ver-
sion of catalogue, jointly unveiled
by China’s National Development
and Reform Commission (NDRC)

and the Ministry of Commerce,
will include 1,474 items, with 239
new items added and 167 existing 
ones modifi ed. -Xinhua
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How parents 
can support 

during cold and 
flu season

Kids of all ages are enjoying 
their time in the classroom, 
learning and socializing in 
person again. While the focus 

is on making friends and growing their 
skills, they also might be picking up a 
few less desirable things, like germs. 
Cold and flu season is upon us, but par-
ents can take steps so kids can feel their 
best and don’t have to miss school due 
to illness.

“It’s so important to my husband 
Sean and me that our children are in the 
classroom to learn, grow and thrive,” 
said Catherine Giudici Lowe, graphic 
designer, reality show star and mom of 
three. “We are still learning how to best 
support them during this exciting life 
chapter and we’re practicing different 
tips to help our children stay healthy 
and have a successful school year.”

Her top tips for helping keep children, 
educators and schools thriving through-
out cold and flu season include:

Encourage healthy  
habits every day

Through the peak of the pandemic, your 
family probably focused on healthy hab-
its like washing their hands, covering 
their coughs and sneezes, and throw-
ing out used tissues. These tips are in-
grained in your household, but continue 
to remind your children that they still 
need to follow these best practices while 
in school. Teachers and classmates will 
appreciate it during peak cold and flu 
season!

Make handwashing  
a set routine

If your son or daughter takes the bus to 
and from school, they are exposed to a 
host of germs on public transportation. 
Encourage your children to wash their 
hands as soon as they get to school. Ad-
ditionally, to help prevent the spread 
of illness-causing germs in the home, 
make handwashing with soap after 

school a house rule.

Help teachers

It is no surprise that teach-
ers often use their own 
money and resources 

when schools cannot meet 
classroom needs. While at the 

start of the year classrooms may be 
stocked with tissues, paper towels and 
sanitary supplies, these items run out 
quickly. Be proactive and show your 
teacher a little love by checking in to 
see how you can help refresh classroom 
supplies throughout the year.

Disinfect surfaces  
around the house

To help prevent the spread of illness-
causing germs in school and at home, 
clean and disinfect kids’ school supplies 
like backpacks and lunchboxes, as well 
as surfaces the kids touch after they re-
turn from school. 
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of second edition of Oman D10

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Consistency marked
the journey of Qurum Thun-
ders to the summit as they were
crowned champions of the sec-
ond edition of Oman D10 Cham-
pionship, which concluded at the
Oman Cricket Academy ground in
Al Amerat, recently.

In a power-packed display in
the fi nal, Qurum Thunders out-
classed Amerat Royals by seven
wickets to bring curtains down
on the 12-day exciting tourna-
ment, organised by Oman Cricket
(OC).

A lot was expected in the sum-
mit clash between the two teams
with Amerat Royals displaying 
impressive form in the group

stages and then overpowering 

Ruwi Rangers in the semifi nals. 
While Amerat and Qurum had 
won eight of their 12 matches,

Ruwi was one better with nine 
victories in their league stage. 
However, Amerat stopped the 
streak of Ruwi to set a clash with

Qurum. Samay Shrivastav, the 
wily spinner of Qurum, turned out 
to be the architect of Qurum’s title 
triumph as he bagged four

wickets, including three in one 
over, to defl ate the Amerat batting 
line-up. Amerat were restricted 
to 63/8 with Pratik Athawale 
the top-scorer with 22.  Qurum’s 
chase was rocked early as Bilal 
Khan dismissed opener Kashyap 
Prajapati early but the experi-
enced batters, skipper

Jatinder Singh and Shoaib 
Khan, took the team closer to the 

target before getting out to Mo-
hit Patel. Ayaan Khan and Hashir 
Dafedar led the team to win with 
four balls to spare.

The title was the fi rst trophy for 
Qurum Thunders of the 2022-23 
season and they will now hope to 
carry the momentum in

the Premier League ODI and 
T20 formats. The second edi-
tion of Oman D10 witnessed 46 
matches being played and saw a 
total of 443 maximums and 560 
boundaries being smashed while 
a total 444 wickets fell.

Shrivastav was adjudged Player 
of the Final for four taking four-
wickets for just four runs. Syed 
Aamir Kaleem was adjudged the

Player of the Tournament for 
his allround performance. He 
smashed 285 runs and claimed 17 

wickets in 11 matches.
At the post-match presenta-

tion ceremony, Pankaj Khimji, OC 
chairman, handed the champions 
trophy to Qurum Thunders skip-
per Jatinder Singh.

Varun Khimji, OC advisor, 
handed the runners-up trophy 
Amerat Royals captain Karan 
Sonavale. Nayeem Khan, Senior 
Manager, ITW Universe, Qasim 
Al Rahbi and Duleep Mendis, 
OC chief development offi  cer, 
presented the other individual 
awards and mementoes. Brief 
scores: Amerat Royals 63/8 in 
10 overs (Pratik Athawale 22, 
3x4, 1x6; Samay Shrivastav 4/4; 
Ganesh N 3/9) lost to Qurum 
Thunders 66/3 in 7.2 overs (Ha-
shir Dafedar 13, 1x4, 1x6, Ayaan 
Khan 14; Mohit Patel 2/13) 

D 1 0  C H A M P I O N S

Four things to look for 

on Spain’s matchday 12

MADRID: Matchday 12 of 
La Liga comes with just three 
rounds to go before the compe-
tition is halted for the World 
Cup finals.

It also comes after Barcelona, 
Atletico Madrid and Sevilla were 
knocked out of the group stage of 
the Champions League. Here are 
some things to look out for this 
weekend in Spain.

Big guns back for Real
Real Madrid’s unbeaten record 
came to an end with a 3-2 defeat 
away to RB Leipzig on Tuesday 
night. Real Madrid coach Carlo An-
celotti rested Ferland Mendy, Luka 
Modric, Karim Benzema and Fede 
Valverde, while Dani Carvajal came 
on as a second half substitute.

All of these players should be 
back in the side on Sunday when 
third from bottom Girona visit 
the Santiago Bernabeu Stadium. 
Girona have played some attrac-
tive football since winning promo-
tion last season and have netted 15 
goals in 11 games, although their 
defense is more vulnerable, having 
conceded 19.

A lot of attention will be on Gi-
rona’s Brazilian forward Reinier 
Jesus, who is on loan from Real 
Madrid.

Test of character for Barca
Barcelona went out of the Champi-
ons League in disappointing fash-
ion on Wednesday night, as Inter 
Milan beat Viktoria Plzen even 
before their game hosting Bayern 
Munich kicked off .

Barca then produced a poor 
display against Bayern, losing 3-0 
to raise questions about the per-
sonality of some players, just two 
weeks after another tepid defeat 
against Real Madrid.

Home wins over Villarreal and 
Athletic Club Bilbao appeared to 
show an improvement in Barca’s 
form, but Wednesday raises ques-
tions about their ability to dig deep 
in diffi  cult games and an aggres-
sive Valencia are likely to show just 
how real Barca’s recovery is.

Testing credentials 
Sunday’s game between Real So-
ciedad and Real Betis promises 
to be a test of both sides’ creden-
tials to qualify for a place in Eu-
rope next season.

Both sides go into the match af-
ter defeats last weekend (against 
Valladolid and Atletico Madrid) 
and both played Europa League 
matches on Thursday night, with 
long trips to Cyprus and Bulgaria.

The Basque side also saw David 
Silva added to their long injury list 
this week, joining Mohamed-Ali 
Cho, Mikel Oyarzabal and Umar 
Sadiq on the sidelines, while Betis 
are without Luis Felipe and Juanmi.

Valverde to look for 
a reaction 
Athletic Club Bilbao produced 
their worst performance of the 
season last week, losing to Barce-
lona 4-0 after coach Ernesto Val-
verde tweaked his side in an un-
successful attempt to stop Barca’s 
passing game. -Xinhua

L A  L I G A

Two Emiratis win fi rst round of Oman Freestyle Show
Times News Service 

MUSCAT: The Two Emirati
contestants, Abdullah Al Naqbi
and Theiab Al Mansouri were
crowned champions in the fi rst
round of the Oman Freestyle
Championship held at the Muscat
Arena circuit of the Oman Auto-
mobile Association on Friday. 

The fi rst round was held under 
the patronage of His Excellency 
Basil bin Ahmed Al Rawas, Un-
dersecretary of the Ministry of 
Culture, Sports and Youth for 
Sports and Youth, amid a great 
crowd that fi lled the stadiums 
of the circuit and ignited it with 
enthusiasm by encouraging the 
contestants.

In the saloon car category, the
Emirati racer Abdullah Al Naqbi
won fi rst place, and the Emirati
racer Khalifa Ibrahim came in
second place, and the Omani
racer Mazen Al Kharousi took
third place.

In the four-wheel drive cat-
egory, the Emirati rider Theyab
Al Mansouri came in fi rst, and the 

Omani racers Salem Al Saadi and 
Yarob Al Hinai won second and 
third place.

In conclusion, His Excel-
lency Basil bin Ahmed Al Rawas 
crowned the winners of the fi rst 
places. It is worth noting that 
the second round of the cham-
pionship will be held on Friday, 
November 11.

O M A N  F R E E S T Y L E  C H A M P I O N S H I P
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ahlibank felicitated for commendable bancassurance sale
MUSCAT: ahlibank’s consist-
ent eff orts to inspire confi dence 
among its customers with prod-
ucts and services that assure se-
curity and safety, were hailed at a 
formal event organised by Dhofar 
Insurance Company, its bancas-
surance partner.

The function marked the success-
ful two-year partnership between 
the two and acknowledged the out-

standing performance of ahlibank’s 
branches during the period.

ahlibank forged a partnership 
with Dhofar Insurance in 2020 to of-
fer customers easy access to a range 
of insurance products, including 
motor, travel, property and casualty 
among others, under its bancassur-
ance portfolio. In compliance with 
its industry best practices, the bank 
set an elevated benchmark to create 

awareness about its fi nancial solu-
tions with attractive off ers to benefi t 
its growing customer base.

Muneer Al Balushi, AGM – Head
of Retail Distribution, ahlibank, said,
“Teamwork is the key to our success.
We have, over the last two years of 
our partnership with Dhofar Insur-
ance, explicitly demonstrated our
commitment to raising customers’
confi dence with fi nancial solutions

that are targeted to enhance their 
personal and professional growth. 
Our customer-centric approach to 
banking has been pivotal in shaping 
and expanding our insurance port-
folio to meet the specifi c needs of our 
customers. Today’s function is an ac-
knowledgement of our tireless eff orts 
to work closely with our partners and 
stakeholders in building a base of in-
formed and savvy customers.”

B Y  D H O F A R  I N S U R A N C E
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Mall of Muscat launches Football 
Fun Festival fiesta campaign

MUSCAT: Mall of Muscat – Mab-
elah, Oman’s most Luxurious Mall, 
has launched an exciting 2-month 
long fun fi lled football themed ac-
tivities campaign to celebrate the 
fact that the world cup is being 
hosted very close to the country.

An offi  cial inauguration of the 
campaign was done by unveiling 
of a giant football at the mall by 
the hands of Rasheed Jaber the 
decorated Coach of Seeb Football 
club which recently made history 
by winning the AFC Cup title in 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 

Speaking on the event Rasheed 
said, “It’s my immense pleasure 
to inaugurate The Mall of Muscat 
Fun fi esta as it celebrates the game 

in its true spirit and allows every-
one to participate and enjoy this 
momentous event. “

The campaign includes fun ac-
tivities for people of all ages and a 
dream for all football fanatics who 
wish to create memories of the 
world cup by taking pictures of the 

giant football and an exhibition of 
the great footballers of the world. 
Fun has reached an elevated pitch 
in this 2-month long campaign 
with a football goal scoring game, 
mini football and a 360 Camera 
booth for all customers to enjoy.

The strategic partners of the 

campaign include Oman Aquar-
ium, Novo Cinemas, Matalan,
Fabyland and Extreme Zone who
will be off ering participants the
chance to be rewarded with excit-
ing instant prizes from the mall re-
tailers, as well as having a chance
to enter a major online giveaway 

contest where 8 I phone 12’s are up 
for grabs.

Participating stores contribut-
ing to the success of this event will 
also be off ering many promotions 
and discounts to shoppers. 

Commenting on this festival, 
Moninder Brar, Acting Marketing 

Manager of The Mall of Muscat,
said, “The Football Fun Festival is
an interactive festival that accom-
panies the upcoming event, the
World Cup is happening in the re-
gion for the fi rst time, and we seek
to make visitors live and interact
with the event through the activi-
ties and events in the mall. It is an
opportunity to practice playing 
and show their skills in a fun and
innovative way combined with the
fun of shopping at Mall of Muscat.”

The Mall of Muscat, Omans 
most luxurious shopping destina-
tion which is located in Al Salam
Street Mabelah, will continue the
“Football Fun Fiesta” until the
end of 2022. The mall includes the
most famous international fashion
brands, entertainment and food &
beverage in the Sultanate, includ-
ing Debenhams, Shake Shack, Café
de Roma, Molten Chocolate Café,
Victoria’s Secret Pink, Novo Cin-
emas, Oman Aquarium and many 
more. The football season will the
best time to shop at the stores of 
your favorite brands where there
will be special promotions taking 
place around the mall teamed with
exciting activities.

Mall of Muscat brings 

joy to the city with a 

fun-fi lled two-month

activities

Bank Muscat celebrates Partners in Progress with gala event
MUSCAT: In line with its com-
mitment to digital transformation 
and e-payments, Bank Muscat, the 
leading fi nancial services provider 
in Oman celebrated the 15th edi-
tion of its annual Partners in Pro-
gress (PiP) awards ceremony.

The grand event was held at the 
Oman Convention and Exhibi-
tion Centre under the auspices of 
Sheikh Waleed K. Al Hashar, Chief 
Executive Offi  cer, Bank Muscat. 
Members of the bank’s manage-
ment team as well as representa-
tives from the top merchant part-
ners of the bank were present at 
the gala event.

Sheikh Waleed K. Al Hashar, 
Chief Executive Offi  cer, presented 
the PiP awards to senior offi  cials 
and executives from winning in-
stitutions and companies covering 
a total of 40 categories and con-
gratulated them on their achieve-
ments. The winners ranged from 
ministries and government insti-
tutions to companies operating 
in the automotive, airline, health-
care, telecommunications, tour-
ism and retail sectors.

Nine ministries and govern-
ment institutions won awards for 
the best government institutions 
at the 15th Partners in Progress 
Awards event including Royal 
Oman Police, Ministry of Labour, 
Ministry of Housing and Urban 
Planning, Ministry of Commerce, 
Industry and Investment Promo-
tion, Ministry of Interior, Minis-

try of Health, Oman Development 
Bank, Supreme Judiciary Council 
and Ministry of Agriculture, Fish-
eries and Water Resources.

As many as 31 companies won 
accolades for the Top 40 Mer-
chant of the Year category at the 
event. They are as follows: Lulu 
Hypermarket, Carrefour, Mak-
kah Hypermarket, Yas Modern 
Shopping, Regency International 
Company, Nesto Hypermarkets, 
Omantel, Ooredoo, Awasr Oman 
and Partners, Salam Air, Land-
mark Group, Shell Oman Market-
ing, Apparel International, Retail 
Global Fashion, OIFC, ONEIC, Al 
Shaya Group, Malabar Gold, Al Ro-
maizan Gold and Jewellery, Mus-
cat Pharmacy, Pan Emirates Fur-
niture, Saud Bahwan Automotive, 
Sharaf DG, Extra, Oman Interna-
tional Container Terminal, Pizza 

Hut, Taageer Finance, Talabat, Al 
Qabayel Discount Center, Rivoli &
Co and EMC. 

Speaking on the occasion, Ab-
dulnasir Al Raisi, General Manager 
– Personal Banking, extended his 
best wishes and congratulations
to all the winners and reiterated
the importance with which Bank
Muscat values its partnerships
with government institutions and
merchant partners. He added that
the bank was looking forward to
further enhancing and strength-
ening its partnerships and wished
everyone even greater success in
the future. He extended his sincere
gratitude and appreciation to the 
Government of Oman for guiding 
the digital transformation of the
economy and said that Bank Mus-
cat would do its very best to facili-
tate achieving the goals of Oman

Vision 2040.
Abdullah Hamood Al Jufaili, 

Assistant General Manager - Digi-
tal Banking, Bank Muscat, said: 
“Every year, Bank Muscat has 
been recording positive growth in 
online transactions thanks to the 
bank’s excellent partnership with 
our merchant partners. We would 
also like to express our sincere 
appreciation to the Government 
of Oman for its important role in 
accelerating digital payments in 
the country. At the same time, we 
are delighted to be an important 
stakeholder in the Central Bank of 
Oman’s initiative to introduce QR-
based payments in Oman, which 
will add further value to our mer-
chant partners.”

Abdullah Al Jufaili added: “It 
is a matter of great pride that our 
merchant outlet network has 

now grown to almost 20,000 with 
more than 30,000 POS terminals 
and 500 e-commerce merchants 
processing more than 115 million 
transactions annually. The pay-
ments sector is going through an 

intense period of innovation and
going ahead, we promise that Bank
Muscat will continue to launch
many more exciting services in
line with our vision “to serve you
better every day.”

S T R E N G T H E N I N G  P A R T N E R S H I P S

Al Masarrah Youth, bp Oman launch 2nd edition of ‘Mahtat’ programme

MUSCAT: Al Masarrah Youth 
launched its second cycle of the 
‘Mahtat’ programme in partner-
ship with bp Oman, which aims 
to equip and train 300 jobseekers 
specialised in electrical engineer-
ing degrees through various in-
teractive, theoretical and practi-
cal workshops. It also builds their 
technical skills to help grant them 
a license to practice electrical 
work and compete in Oman’s la-
bour market.

Engineering fi eld
Ibrahim Al Hinai, social invest-
ment specialist commented: “We 
are pleased to support the launch 

and delivery of the second cycle of 
this programme which helps upskill 
the local labour market in the fi eld 
of engineering in line with Oman’s 

2040 vision. We also look forward to 
helping these jobseekers gain their 
licenses so that they can practice 
electrical work independently.”

Mohammed Al Yaqoobi, Chief 
Executive Offi  cer at Al Masar-
rah Youth, added: “A total of 28
electrical engineering graduates

participated in the last cycle of 
the programme, both male and fe-
males from across all governorates 
of Oman, with bachelor’s degrees, 

higher diplomas and diplomas. A 
total of 25 participants were able
to attain their licenses to practice
electrical work and 10 of them
gained job opportunities as well.
We hope that through this new cy-
cle we will be able to benefi t more
Omani jobseekers.”

It is worth mentioning that this 
practical electrical license will al-
low the young Omani to legally 
practice electrical work indepen-
dently, in line with health and
safety protocols and standards,
whereby previously, through the
fi rst cycle of the programme, 8
participants were able to work on
their projects eff ectively.

U P S K I L L I N G  L O C A L  L A B O U R  M A R K E T
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