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Roval Hospital localises colorectal UMAN TAHGETS 7“ uuu

cancer tests for the first time

MUSCAT: The Royal Hospital
succeeded in localising molecular
tests for colorectal cancer (KRAS,
NRAS, BRAF) as part of efforts
made by the hospital’s Depart-
ment of Medical Laboratories,
Section of Tissues and Cells.

The tests will be conducted for
the first time in the Sultanate of
Oman within a period of just one
working day.

Earlier, the tests were carried
out abroad with a waiting time of
more than three weeks.

The accomplishment repre-
sents a milestone in the field of
tumor diagnosis. Besides the ac-
celeration of target treatments,
the tests augment the efficiency
of decision-making and improve
the quality of healthcare provided
to cancer patients.

The progress is in pursuance of
efforts undertaken by the Minis-
try of Health to develop special-
ized diagnostic services and pro-
mote precision medicine in line
with the goals of Oman Vision
2040, which focuses on localising
advanced medical technologies

Sayyid Badr
holds talks
o1 phone

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Foreign Minister
Sayyid Badr bin Hamad Al Bu-
saidi held a telephone call with
Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud, Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

The call discussed regional
developments and included an
exchange of views on a number
of'issues of mutual interest.

A telephone call also took
place between Sayyid Badr bin
Hamad Al Busaidi and Ayman
Safadi, Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Foreign Affairs
and Expatriates of the Jordan.

They discussed regional de-
velopments and exchanged
views on challenges and ways to
address them.

and establishing a sustainable
health system based on innova-
tion.

Dr. Mohammed Al Masqari,
Head of the Section of Tissues
and Cells at the Royal Hospital’s
Department of Medical Labora-
tories, said, “Localising molecu-
lar tests constitutes a strategic
step in supporting the system of
cancer treatment. The prompt
results of the tests will offer phy-
sicians an opportunity to make

accurate treatment decisions in a
timely manner and contribute to
improved patient wellbeing.”

Al Masqgari added that this
achievement reflects the prepar-
edness of medical laboratories
and the efficiency of the national
staff.

He affirmed the readiness of
specialists to introduce more ad-
vanced tests that keep pace with
the highest international stand-
ards. -ona

TOP THREE INSIDE STORIES

Omani adventurer
carves his mark

for nature, sports, and

mountains, Omani
adventurer Sulaiman Hamoud Al
Naabi has carved his mark in the
world of mountaineering. He has
achieved milestones by raising
the Omani flag atop the world’s
highest peaks, notably reaching
the Mount Everest summit. >A2

1Driven by an early passion

Oman organises
human rights event

Oman Human Rights
2 Commission (OHRC)
organised aside event
at the Palais des Nations in
Geneva to showcase the Omani
experience, highlight its roles in
promoting and protecting human
rights. >A3

Northern lights
dazzle US and Europe

An intense geomagnetic

storm triggered the

possibility of northern
lights being sighted across
Canada and the northern half
of the United States on Monday
night. >B4

VISITORS FROM SPAIN

The promotional

campaign aims to
strengthen Oman’s
presence in the
European market

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Sultanate of
Oman has launched a major tour-
ism promotional campaign in
Spain, targeting approximately
70,000 people, ahead of its par-
ticipation in the International
Tourism Trade Fair, FITUR 2026,
which begins on Wednesday in
Madrid. The campaign aims to
strengthen Oman’s presence in
the European market and show-
case the country as a year-round
tourism destination.

The multi-platform initiative
will cover social media channels,
tourism websites, and interna-
tional promotional platforms,
ensuring that Oman’s unique at-
tractions reach a broad and di-
verse audience. The campaign
places special emphasis on niche

tourism sectors that have grow-
ing appeal among Spanish travel-
lers, including marine tourism,
adventure tourism, golf tourism,
wedding tourism, cruise tourism,
wellness tourism, and cultural
and heritage tourism.

To complement the promotion-
al efforts, the Ministry of Heritage
and Tourism is organising famil-
iarisation trips for Spanish travel
companies to Oman, providing
firsthand experience of the coun-
try’s tourism offerings.

Regular training sessions are
also being conducted for tourism
company representatives, helping
them gain in-depth knowledge of
Oman’s diverse destinations, expe-
riences, and hospitality services.

According to the Tourism Rep-
resentation Office in Spain, the
campaign will employ 58 promo-
tional mediums, with an average
of 185 displays and repetitions,
ensuring consistent visibility

Sub-zero temperature at Jebel Shams, people feel chill across Oman

Times News Service

MUSCAT: A strong cold wave
swept across the Sultanate, push-
ing temperatures sharply down-
ward and bringing sub-zero con-
ditions at Jebel Shams, where the
mercury dropped to minus 0.1
degrees Celsius, according to data
released by the Civil Aviation Au-
thority (CAA).

The below-freezing tempera-
ture was recorded on Tuesday,
January 20, 2026, marking one of
the coldest nights this winter and
highlighting the intensity of the
cold air mass affecting large parts
of'the country.

Temperatures at high-altitude
locations dropped significantly
due to persistent northerly winds
and clear skies, which allowed heat
to escape rapidly during the night.

Residents living in elevated ar-
eas said the cold was noticeably

harsher than usual. On January 18,
temperatures at Jebel Shams had
already fallen to minus 0.8 degrees
Celsius, signalling the build-up
of the cold spell. “We woke up to
freezing air,” said Salim Al Harthy,
aresident of Jebel Shams.

Another citizen, Khalid Al Abri,
who frequently travels to the
mountain from Muscat, described
the conditions as particularly
challenging. “The wind was very
strong at night, and the tempera-
ture dropped suddenly. Even with
heavy clothing, it was difficult to
stay outside for long,” he said.

Across interior regions, temper-
atures also fell to near winter lows.
Saiq recorded 4.8°C, while Yanqul
dropped to 9.5°C.

Nizwa registered 11.5°C, with
similar readings reported in Fahud
(11.5°C) and Mugshin (11.3°C).
Haima recorded 11.0°C, while As
Sunainah stood at 11.6°C.

Meanwhile, the Civil Aviation
Authority has issued a weather
alert warning of active northerly
and northwesterly winds expected
to affect most governorates start-
ing from Tuesday evening, January
20,2026.

According tothe CAA, the windy

conditions are likely to continue
for several days and may lead to
multiple weather impacts across
the country. “The expected wind
activity may result in rising dust
and sand over desert and open ar-
eas, which could lead to reduced
horizontal visibility,” the authority

said in a statement. The CAA also
warned of rough sea conditions,
noting that wave heights along
Oman’s coastline could reach up
to 2.5 metres, posing potential
risks to small boats and maritime
activities.

“Fishermen and sea-goers are
advised to exercise caution dur-
ing this period due to the expected
high waves,” the statement added.

The authority further indicated
that the prevailing weather sys-
tem is expected to contribute to a
continued drop in temperatures,
particularly during nighttime and
early morning hours, due to the
ongoing influence of northerly air
currents.

For many residents, the cold was
felt most strongly during the early
morning. “The cold this morning
was exceptional. Even indoors,
heaters were needed,” said Suraj
Kumar, an Indian expatriate.

among the target audience. Offi-
cials hope that these efforts will
strengthen bilateral tourism re-
lations, increase tourist arrivals
from Spain, and enhance Oman’s
reputation as a premium travel
destination in Europe.

In November 2025, the Min-
istry of Heritage and Tourism
(MHT) conducted a promotion-
al campaign in London coincid-
ing with Oman’s participation in
World Travel Market (WTM),
one of the world’s leading inter-
national travel and tourism ex-
hibitions.

The promotion highlighted
Oman’s diverse natural, cultural
and historical attractions, show-
casing the Sultanate as a distinc-
tive and authentic travel destina-
tion on the global tourism map.

As part of the promotion, MHT
rolled out a public transport ad-
vertising campaign across Lon-
don, featuring captivating visuals
of Oman’s most iconic landmarks
- including its mountains, wadis,
beaches and historic forts — in ad-
dition to promoting Omani hos-
pitality and adventure tourism
experiences.

These promotions reflected the
ministry’s continued efforts to
raise awareness on Oman’s tour-
ism potential in key European
markets, which remains one of
the most important source mar-
kets for visitors to the Sultanate.
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Adventurer Sulaiman Hamoud Al
Naabi recounts his expeditions

Al-Naahi’s
accomplishments
include summiting
Mount Everest as

the first Omani and
second Arab to do so,
as well as completing
the prestigious Seven
Summits Programme

MUSCAT: Driven by an early
passion for nature, sports, and
mountains, Omani adventurer
Sulaiman Hamoud Al Naabi has
carved his mark in the world of
mountaineering.

He has achieved milestones by
raising the Omani flag atop the
world’s highest peaks, most nota-
bly reaching the summit of Mount
Everest as the first Omani and
second Arab to do so, while also
completing the Seven Summits
programme.

In an interview with Oman
News Agency (ONA), Al Naabi re-
flected on his beginnings: “In 2015,
I participated in an official edu-
cational trip to climb Mount Kili-
manjaro without prior knowledge
of'the Seven Summits programme.

“After reaching the peak, the
expedition leader introduced me
to the programme as one of the
world’s greatest mountaineering
challenges. That moment was the
turning point that launched my
professional career in high-alti-
tude climbing.”

Henoted that transitioning from
a hobbyist to a professional was a

gradual process requiring physical
and mental preparation.

Al Naabi moved from passion-
driven climbs to disciplined, pro-
fessional training programmes
and risk management, ensuring
his representation of Oman at
international forums met global
standards.

Al Naabi explained that the
Seven Summits challenge involves
climbing the highest peak on each
of the seven continents. It is con-
sidered one of the most grueling
global challenges due to the di-
verse climatic and geographical
environments.

When combined with reaching
both the North and South Poles,
it forms the Grand Slam Explorer
programme—one of the rarest and
most dangerous exploration feats
in the world.

He said that on 30 September

Big turnout of visitors to Muscat
Nights events in Wadi Al Khoudh

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The vibrant events
and activities of Muscat Nights
2026 at Wadi Al Khoudh in the
Wilayat of Seeb are witnessing
a strong turnout from visitors of
all age groups, reflecting the festi-
val’s appeal as a major family and
entertainment destination.

Eng. Marwan Mohammed
Al Houti, Supervisor of Mus-
cat Nights events in Wadi Al
Khoudh, said that the site fea-
tures a wide range of social and
recreational activities aimed at

boosting domestic tourism and
offering an integrated experience
that blends entertainment, en-
trepreneurship, and community
participation in an open, family-
friendly environment.

He explained that the events
will continue until January 31,
running daily from 5:00 pm
until midnight, and include a
diverse programme of activi-
ties such as family play areas,
live entertainment shows, food
stalls, and outlets for small and
medium enterprises, as well as
interactive spaces designed for

children and youth.

Al-Houti added that the site
offers action-packed and excit-
ing experiences, including wall
climbing, challenge trails, physi-
cal games, and exploration activi-
ties that encourage teamwork and
a spirit of adventure.

He noted that the venue has
been designed as a key destina-
tion for thrill-seekers and enthu-
siasts of unconventional experi-
ences, while maintaining high
safety standards and professional
organisation.

Meanwhile, visual artist Munir

bin Musa Al-Balushi, supervisor
of the visual arts corner at the
Wadi Al Khoudh site, said that the
section showcases a variety of art-
works by participants, including
sculpture and carving, photogra-
phy, engravings, and distinctive
drawings on pottery vessels com-
monly kept in homes.

He explained that the visual
arts corner aims to discover and
highlight creative talents, express
local identity and Omani culture,
and promote communication, in-
teraction, and engagement with
the community.

—

2015 he reached the summit of
Mount Kilimanjaro (Africa), fol-
lowed with reaching Aconcagua
(South America) on 19 December
2026, becoming the first Omani
to scale the world’s second-high-
est peak.

In 23 July 2018 he scaled
Mount Elbrus (Europe), then
completing the professional Sev-
en Summits programme itinerary
(New Zealand route) on 3 Septem-
ber 2018. Further, on 16 February
2019 he scaled Mount Kosciuszko
(Australia).

Al Naabi pointed out that on 20
June 2019 he became the first Om-
ani to reach the summit of Denali
(North America), followed with
scaling Mont Blanc (Western Eu-
rope) on 25 August 2019 as prepa-
ration for higher peaks.

He added that in May 2022 he
reached the summit of Mount Ev-

erest (the world’s highest peak),
while on 12 May he climbed Mount
Lhotse (the world’s fourth-high-
est) less than 24 hours later.

Al Naabi noted that in Decem-
ber 2022 he reached Mount Vin-
son (Antarctica) and visited the
South Pole. On 23 April 2023, he
said that he scaled the highest
peak in the Svalbard Archipelago
(Arctic), while on 28 February
2025 he scaled Carstensz Pyramid
(Oceania), officially becoming the
first Omani to complete the Seven
Summits and reach both Poles.

Al Naabi described the chal-
lenges as not only physical but also
mental. He faced temperatures
as low as -60°C, gale-force winds,
avalanche risks, and oxygen de-
pletion at high altitudes. “On a
psychological level, the isolation
and long durations of missions
were significant challenges, made
even harder by witnessing other
climbers lose their lives on certain
routes,” he shared.

He also highlighted the transi-
tion from being a physics teacher
at the Ministry of Education to
having his services transferred to
the Ministry of Culture, Sports and
Youth, which allowed him to focus
professionally on his missions.

Beyond individual records, Al
Naabi’s experience has created a
lasting social impact. As a member
of'the National Youth Commission
and head of the “Young Traveller”
project, he trains youth in safe ad-
venture culture.

He also contributes to devel-
oping adventure sports in Oman
through his membership in the
Oman Adventure Committee.

Concluding his remarks, Al
Naabi emphasised that his recent
decoration with the Order of Com-
mendation is a national honor that
motivates him to continue turn-
ing his experiences into a sustain-
able legacy for Omani youth and
strengthening Oman’s presence on
the global stage. -ona

Egvyptian President
meets Minister of
Endowments

CAIRO: President Abdul Fattah
el Sisi of the Arab Republic of
Egypt met with Dr. Mohammed
Said Al Ma’amari, Minister of En-
dowments and Religious Affairs.

This took place during President
el Sisi’s meeting with the Ministers,
Muftis of countries, and Heads of
Islamic Councils and Bodies par-
ticipating in the 36th International
Conference of the Supreme Coun-
cil for Islamic Affairs, hosted by the
Arab Republic of Egypt.

The meeting discussed the es-

tablished Islamic values in vari-
ous aspects of life, their interac-
tion with modern developments,
and their contribution to building
human beings and the develop-
ment journey.

Unified strategies

President el Sisi expressed
his wishes for the success of the
conference in achieving its goals
through formulating unified strat-
egies that enhance the stability of
societies. -ona

Beads and bone remains found in survey of sites in Nizwa

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Ministry of Herit-
age and Tourism, in cooperation
with Japanese archaeological mis-
sions from the National Institutes
for the Humanities and Research,
has concluded a series of archaeo-
logical surveys and excavations at
the Wadi Tanuf and Al-Ghabrah
sites in the Wilayat of Nizwa.

The fieldwork resulted in
the discovery of a collection of
beads and bone remains, along
with the documentation of in-
scriptions written in the South
Arabian script and several rock
carvings, providing valuable in-

sights into the historical and
cultural significance of the sites.
As part of the project, a lecture ti-
tled “The Latest Archaeological
Discoveries from the Wadi Tanuf
Archaeological Site” was deliv-
ered, highlighting the most signifi-
cant findings from the survey and
excavation works and discussing
their archaeological implications.

This collaboration underscores
the Ministry of Heritage and Tour-
ism’s ongoing efforts to strengthen
international research partner-
ships and preserve Oman’s rich
archaeological heritage through
scientific documentation and sys-
tematic field exploration.
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man organises event to highlight
its roles in promoting human rights

The OHRC held

an introductory
exhibition of its
publications,
showcasing a range
of specialised prints
and awareness
materials, annual
reports, and various
human rights

manuals and booklets

GENEVA: Oman Human Rights
Commission (OHRC) organised a
side event at the Palais des Nations
in Geneva to showcase the Omani
experience, highlight its roles in
promoting and protecting human
rights, open horizons for dialogue
with international partners, and
exchange best practices with in-
ternational institutions and bodies
concerned with human rights.

The event was organised in
cooperation with the Permanent
Mission of the Sultanate of Oman
to the United Nations and other
International Organisations in
Geneva.

It aimed to highlight the Com-
mission’s institutional role, en-
hance international cooperation,
and exchange expertise. It also
presented the features of the
Commission’s experience and
priorities, provided a concise and
reliable overview of its work, and
highlighted national efforts in
various fields—including labor

I

rights—while
Commission’s
grams and tools.

The event targeted a wide range
of stakeholders in Geneva, in-
cluding diplomatic missions ac-
credited to the UN, international
organizations, relevant UN agen-
cies, National Human Rights In-
stitutions (NHRIs), civil society
organizations, and human rights
enthusiasts, as well as researchers
and media professionals.

The event featured three spe-
cialised working papers. The first
paper addressed “Business and
Human Rights” as a growing field
linking economic development
with human rights standards,
highlighting the Commission’s
methodology through assessment
tools, recommendations, and fol-
low-up, and reviewing its qualita-
tive initiatives, such as the prepa-
ration of guiding manuals.

The second paper focused on
the promotion and protection of
labor rights through field moni-
toring of working conditions,
housing, and occupational safety,
as well as mechanisms for receiv-
ing, verifying, and following up
on complaints with competent

introducing the
awareness pro-

authorities.

The third paper presented an
overview of parallel reports and
awareness programmes, explain-
ing the methodology for prepar-
ing shadow reports in accordance
with UN guidelines and the impor-
tance of these reports in enhancing
transparency and expanding inter-
national participation and coop-
eration in human rights files.

On the sidelines of the event, the
OHRC held an introductory exhi-
bition of its publications, showcas-
ing a range of specialised prints
and awareness materials, printed
annual reports, and various hu-
man rights manuals and booklets.
Attendees were introduced to the
Commission’s experience in print-
ed publications and its reporting
methodology.

The meeting witnessed active
engagement from participants
through discussions addressing
opportunities for cooperation,
partnership-building, and ex-
change of expertise, accompanied
by commendations of the Oman
Human Rights Commission’s
role and institutional approach to
monitoring, = awareness-raising,
and reporting.

The Commission’s experience
was regarded as a model worthy of
review and emulation in the devel-
opment of national human rights
institutions, thereby strengthen-
ing Oman’s international presence
and reaffirming its commitment to
the promotion and protection of
human rights

Dr. Rashid Hamad Al Balushi,
Chairman of Oman Human Rights
Commission, emphasized that
the Sultanate of Oman—with its
historical depth and influential
geographical  location—believes
that true stability is only achieved
through the rule of law and the
safeguarding of human rights.

He reviewed the Commission’s
journey since its establishment
in 2008 by Royal Decree, followed
by its transition to a qualitative
development phase with its reor-
ganization under Royal Decree No.
57/2022.

This Decree solidified the
framework governing its work
and defined its formation, deci-
sion-making mechanisms, and
competencies in a manner that
supports and enhances institu-
tional independence.

The Chairman explained that

the system includes clear provi-
sions regulating the purpose of the
Commission’s establishment, the
mechanism for electing the chair-

man and deputy, membership
terms, and meeting procedures to
ensure regularity and efficiency,
precisely outlining the competen-
cies entrusted to the Commission
according to its national responsi-
bilities.

In his speech, he highlighted the
“Accessibility of the Institution to
the People” as one of the most im-
portant indicators of the maturity
of NHRIs.

He noted that the Commission
has developed a system for receiv-
ing reports and complaints and in-
troduced multiple channels ensur-
ing access for various groups while
maintaining privacy and proce-
dural clarity.

He stated that in recent years,
the Commission has begun receiv-
ing, monitoring, and dealing with
more than 1,000 reports annually.

He considered this an indicator
of the volume of work on one hand,
and of rising community trust in
national mechanisms and growing
awareness that rights are protect-
ed through specialized institutions
on the other.

The Chairman also discussed
“Human Rights Indicators” as a
scientific tool that transforms val-
ues into measurable standards and

supports evidence-based policy-
making.

Regarding field monitoring, the
Chairman affirmed the continua-
tion of visits to prisons, detention
facilities, hospitals, labor gather-
ings, industrial zones, labor ac-
commodations, and social care
institutions to verify service levels,
ensure alignment with national
and international standards, con-
firm respect for human rights,
and enhance prevention through
early monitoring and practical
recommendations. In the context
of future planning, he highlighted
the Commission’s work, in co-
operation with relevant national
entities, on preparing the Na-
tional Human Rights Strategy as
a comprehensive framework that
defines priorities and links obliga-
tions to implementable programs
subject to monitoring and evalu-
ation based on precise indicators
and clear international bench-
marks, with aspirations to launch
it during the current year.

He noted that specialised work-
shops were held to produce a hu-
man rights indicator manual for
Oman, emphasising that the Sul-
tanate of Oman’s presence in the
international human rights system
has been strengthened, as it is now
an active member of 8 out of the 9
core international human rights
treaties. -ona

SQU project leads to commercial
production of spirulina algae

MUSCAT: The Sultan Qaboos
University (SQU) has made anew
scientific milestone by produc-
ing spirulina algae in commercial
quantities for the first time in its
history.

The achievement reflects the
development of research and in-
novation aimed at supporting
national trends in a knowledge-
based and sustainable economy.

A research team from the SQU
and the Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Water Resources
takes credit for the project, which
was funded by the Agriculture
and Fisheries Development Fund
(AFDF). The project aims to im-
port strains of spirulina that are
more adaptive to the climate of
the Sultanate of Oman and more
productive.

The breeds are studied for their
nutritional content, notably the
protein content of the cultivated
species with optimal economic
production. It culminates in
composing and manufacturing
spirulina-enhanced animal and
fish feeds and testing the same in
accordance with scientific prin-
ciples.

The research project, led by
Dr. Hafez Ali Al Mahrouqi, Su-
pervisor of the Algae Unit at the
Agricultural Experiment Station
of the SQU, received a grant of
OMRS80,000 from the AFDF.

It affirms the role of the SQU in
converting research into applied
projects that generate economic

and developmental impact. The
project supports the trends of
sustainability and food security
in the Sultanate of Oman in line
with Oman Vision 2040.

Due to its high nutritional val-
ue, spirulina serves as one of the
most widely cultivated microal-
gae in the world.

It consists of between 60 and 65
percent protein mass. This makes
the species an important nutri-
tional supplement for humans
and animals. Its mass production

will contribute to the growth of
the sector of aquaculture and ani-
mal farming,.

This type of algae is distin-
guished for its ability to adapt to
local environmental conditions
and its aptitude to grow in salt
water that has seawater salinity.

The research opens up broad
prospects for optimising the use
of seawater and lands in the vi-
cinity of the Arabian Sea that are
unsuitable for traditional agricul-
ture. -ona
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Musandam Hiking: A passion becomes
a community and tourism platform

The Musandam
Hiking Team was
officially established
on October 1, 2017
and its first mountain
trail was carried out
on January 13, 2018

KHASAB: Whatbegan as ayouth-
ful passion for mountain hiking
and exploration has evolved into
an organised community initiative
that promotes health, environ-
mental awareness, and tourism in
the Musandam Governorate.

The Musandam Hiking Team
was officially established on Oc-
tober 1, 2017. Its first mountain
trail was carried out on January
13, 2018, followed by a second on
March 2 of the same year. Since
then, the team’s activities have
continued to expand locally and
nationally.

Ismail Ali Al Shehhi, head of the
Musandam Hiking Team, said the
initiative aims to channel young
people’s energy into positive ac-
tivities that serve the community
and promote public health.

He noted that the team also
seeks to highlight Musandam’s
tourist and strategic sites, contrib-

uting to attracting visitors from
around the world and introducing
the region’s natural diversity to
new audiences.

Since its establishment, the
team has organised numerous
mountain trails, attracting dozens
of hiking enthusiasts from various
age groups and helping to broaden
participation in the sport across
the governorate.

The team regularly organises
activities in cooperation with gov-
ernment entities and community
organisations on occasions such
as Mountain Activity Day, World
Diabetes Day, and International
Mountain Day.

It also takes partin Musandam’s
winter season events and collabo-
rates with Khasab Sports and Cul-
tural Club to host gatherings of
hiking teams from within and out-
side the Sultanate of Oman.

Regarding route selection, Al
Shehhi explained that the team re-
lies largely on old mountain paths
historically used by ancestors to
travel between villages. These
routes are updated and marked
with signage to facilitate access to
natural landmarks. The team also
develops new routes to showcase
lesser-known tourist sites.

Routes vary in difficulty to ac-
commodate different experience
levels, with options suitable for
beginners to ensure inclusive par-
ticipation and encourage wider in-
terest in hiking,.

Safety remains a top prior-
ity. Participants’ readiness is as-
sessed before each hike, including
wearing appropriate clothing and

footwear and ensuring they are
free from chronic conditions that
could affect their safety. Partici-
pants are also warned against ap-
proaching hazardous areas.

Each trip includes a first aid kit,
and route data and locations are
registered through the “Nidaa” ap-
plication of the Civil Defence and
Ambulance Authority to enable
rapid response in emergencies.

The team also plays an environ-
mental awareness role by organis-
ing beach and trail clean-up cam-
paigns and encouraging hikers to
avoid littering and to collect waste
along mountain paths.

Al Shehhi highlighted the physi-
cal, mental, and social benefits of
hiking, notingitsrole in strengthen-
ing social bonds and fostering val-
ues of cooperation and discipline.
He added that adventure tourism is
witnessing growing demand in Mu-
sandam due to its unique geography
and scenic landscapes.

The Musandam Hiking Team
receives support from Khasab
Cultural and Sports Club and
several official bodies. Among
the main challenges, Al Shehhi
pointed to limited acceptance of
some routes by certain segments
of society, underscoring the need
for greater community awareness.

Looking ahead, the team aspires
to establish a tourism office dedi-
cated to supporting hiking activi-
ties and to continue documenting
new routes across the governo-
rate. These efforts aim to strength-
en adventure tourism and support
sustainable tourism development
in the Sultanate of Oman. -ona
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RANM launches programme on economic decentralisation

MUSCAT: The Royal Academy of
Management (RAM) has launched
The Executive Programme on Lo-
cal Administration.

This come in line with national
directions to strengthen adminis-
trative and economic decentrali-
sation and empower local leaders
and competencies across the gov-
ernorates.

The initiative is designed to en-
hance the leadership and admin-
istrative capacities of local admin-
istration professionals, improve
institutional performance, and
contribute to sustainable local de-
velopment by enhancing the abil-
ity to respond effectively to local
needs.

Designed for 25 participants,
the programme reflects RAM’s
ongoing commitment to prepar-
ing local leaders to address the re-
quirements of the emerging devel-
opmental phase.

Participants will gain practi-
cal and integrated knowledge and
skills in modern local adminis-
tration, development planning,
project management, and local
investment, while strengthening
their leadership competencies and
adopting effective management

practices.

The programme enables par-
ticipants to apply best practices in
local administration, develop stra-
tegic plans that support national
priorities outlined in Oman Vision
2040, and identify viable projects
and manage projects efficiently.

It also strengthens their capac-
ity to foster community partner-
ships, build effective stakeholder
relationships and community

partnerships, and adopt innova-
tive solutions that promote digital
transformation and enhance local
administrative performance.

Dr. Fathiya Abdullah Al Rashdi,
Vice President for Programme Af-
fairs at RAM, stated that the Exec-
utive Programme in Local Admin-
istration focuses on developing
practical capabilities that enable
local administration leaders to

tiatives efficiently.

She emphasised that the pro-
gramme adopts an applied meth-
odology that combines theoretical
knowledge with practical, real-
world case studies from the local
work environment, thereby en-
hancing institutional coordination
and fostering innovative develop-
mental solutions.

Sheikha Al Maskari, Programme

plan, implement, and monitor ini-

Oman and Spain
review bilateral,
regional issues

The Omani side was
chaired by Sheikh
Khalifa Ali Al Harthy,
Undersecretary of the
Foreign Ministry for
Political Affairs, while
the Spanish side was
chaired by Diego
Martinez Belio, State
Secretary for Foreign
and Global Affairs

MUSCAT: The Sultanate of
Oman and the Kingdom of Spain
on Tuesday held the fourth round
of the political consultation ses-
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sion in Muscat.

The Omani side was chaired by
Sheikh Khalifa Ali Al Harthy, Un-
dersecretary of the Foreign Min-
istry for Political Affairs, while
the Spanish side was chaired by
Diego Martinez Belio, State Sec-
retary for Foreign and Global Af-
fairs. During the session, the two
sides reviewed bilateral relations
between the two countries.

They affirmed their keenness to
continue developing cooperation

in the fields of trade exchanges,
investment, energy, and culture.

Furthermore, they exchanged
views on a set of regional issues
and developments on the interna-
tional arena.

The session was attended by
Ambassador Munthir Mahfoudh
Al Manthri, Head of the Europe
Department, Francisco Javier
delsturiz, Ambassador of Spain
to Oman and a number of officials
from both sides. -ona

Digital, operational solutions
reshaping future of healthcare

MUSCAT: The Medical City for
Military and Security Services to-
day concluded the International
Conference on Technology and
Innovation in the Health Sector,
which brought together an elite
group of experts, specialists, and
health leaders from within and
outside the Sultanate of Oman.

The conference included a se-
ries of discussion sessions and
specialised workshops, in addi-
tion to an exhibition of modern
health technologies showcas-
ing the latest digital and opera-
tional solutions that are reshap-
ing the future of healthcare and
hospitals.

It saw participation from global
technology companies, academic
institutions, researchers, health
leaders, and medical and admin-
istrative personnel.

The conference concluded
with a number of important
recommendations for develop-
ing the health sector, including:
strengthening the infrastructure
and health services to ensure
comprehensive and effective care;
empowering medical and admin-
istrative personnel by training
them in the use of modern tech-
nologies; utilising advanced tech-
nical equipment and devices in
diagnosis and treatment; improv-
ing the quality of health services
through the adoption of quality
standards and performance in-
dicators and enhancing partner-
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ships between the public and
private sectors and academic in-
stitutions to support innovation
and knowledge transfer.

The success of the conference
reflects the Sultanate of Oman’s
commitment to promoting inno-

vation and digital transformation
in the health sector and delivering
high-quality, sustainable health-
care to citizens and residents,
contributing to building an ad-
vanced digital healthcare sector.

-ONA

Supervisor, highlighted that the

programme provides an integrat-
ed learning experience, enabling
participants to apply modern ad-
ministrative tools within the lo-
cal work environment, efficiently
monitor the implementation of
initiatives and projects.

Participants will also benefit
from having access to a platform
for exchanging expertise and de-
veloping practical solutions that
enhance operational processes
and improve performance efficien-
cy inlocal administrations.

The Executive Programme in
Local Administration includes a
number of bespoke, carefully de-
signed modules aimed at building
both theoretical foundations and
practical skills.

These include Development
Planning and Project Manage-
ment, Leadership Skills and Effec-
tive Management, Sustainable De-
velopment and Local Investment,
Innovation and Modern Technolo-
gies, Partnerships and Stakeholder
Management; and The Fundamen-
tals Of Local Administration.

The last module will feature a
dialogue session entitled ‘Gover-
norate Development: Opportuni-
ties and Challenges’, which will

address several key themes. These
include the strategic directions for
achieving administrative and eco-
nomic decentralisation in gover-
norates in line with Oman Vision
2040; enablers that contribute to
achieving economic and social
development across governorates;
and the key economic sectors and
future opportunities that support
local economic developmentbased
on the comparative advantages of
each governorate.

The tailored programme is
designed for employees hold-
ing leadership positions in local
administrations and can accom-
modate up to 25 competitively
selected participants, ensuring
high-quality outcomes and the ef-
fective achievement of its training
objectives.

Through this and other bespoke
executive leadership programmes,
RAM continues to contribute to
the development of national ca-
pacities across key sectors, sup-
porting the implementation of
Oman Vision 2040, enhancing in-
stitutional performance, and em-
bedding modern and sustainable
administrative practices at the
governorate level. -ona

ORSC announces calendar for
2026, global participation

e g 4

MUSCAT: Dr. Abdulrahim Mus-
allam Al Darwashi, Chairman of
the Oman Racket Sports Com-
mittee (ORSC), stated that the
current year features a wide array
of tournaments, competitions,
partnerships, and programmes
for badminton and squash in the
Sultanate of Oman.

He noted that the busy local
and international agenda, along
with ambitious developmental
programs, is based on realistic
data and rapid growth achieved in
a short period since the commit-
tee’s establishment.

In a statement to Oman News
Agency (ONA), Al Darwashi said
the committee has set an inte-
grated calendar for 2026.

This includes organising sever-
allocal and international badmin-
ton and squash championships,
alongside continued support for
youth categories through accred-
ited training centres in Muscat.

He also announced a geograph-
ical expansion with the opening
of two new training centers in two
other governorates, a move aimed
at broadening the practice base
and cultivating a new generation

of players.
He explained that the agenda
extends beyond competitions

to include specialised commu-

nity initiatives, most notably
the “Women’s Badminton” and
“AirBadminton” (outdoor) pro-
grammes.

These efforts are accompa-
nied by an increase in coaching
and officiating courses to qualify
national cadres for regional and
international levels, with special
attention given to national team
players through external partici-
pations and both internal and ex-
ternal training camps.

Regarding the spread of racket
sports, Al Darwashi pointed out
that the Board of Directors has
operated under a clear plan from
the start, focusing first on schools
through badminton dissemina-
tion programs, then moving to

public parks, beaches, and parks.
This strategy has helped the
sports reach broader social seg-
ments.

He added that the committee
activated its presence in sum-
mer programs through initiatives
like “Summer of Squash,” as well
as programs implemented in
partnership with the Ministry of
Culture, Sports and Youth across
various governorates.

He noted that the coming stage
will see badminton and squash
included in the calendars of
other government and private
institutions, with the continued
organization of age-group cham-
pionships based on deliberate
technical classifications over the
next two years. -ona

Ministr of efence

TENDER ANNOUNCEMENT

1. The Ministry of Defense (MOD) invites registered suppliers to participate in the following tender:

TENDER
TENDER | LASTDATEFOR | LASTDATETO | pOCUMENT
NO SUBJECT NUMBER INQUIRIES | SUBMIT BIDS
FEES+ VAT
SUPPLY OF HYGIENE AND
INSECTICIDES ITEMS FOR
1 CTICIDES TEMS 02/2026 | 23/02/2026 | 02/03/2026 | 887.800 RO
THREE YEARS

center: 24300038.

2. Tenders terms and documents may be obtained through MOD TABSEET e-Services portal at the
following link: https://eservices.tabseet.gov.om

3. Omanisation compliance certificate (Issued by Ministry of Labor) with a validity period not exceeding
one month from the date of issuance must be submitted when purchasing tender’s document.

4. Tender fees must be paid electronically via the aforementioned portal for each respective tender.

5. Bids must be submitted electronically through TABSEET portal in accordance with instructions provided.

6. For further information or inquiries, kindly contact us via email: modit.pur@mod.gov.om or via call
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Samail environmental hackathon starts

SAMALIL: The wilayat of Samail’s
first environmental hackathon
kicked off on Tuesday at Samail
Industrial City in Al Dakhiliyah
Governorate.

The hackathon, which seeks to
support environmental innovation
and entrepreneurship, focuses on
enhancing youth participation in
providing practical solutions to
environmental and developmental
challenges.

The hackathon, being held as
part of the 3rd Samail Economic
Forum, saw the presentation of

260 projects and initiatives, of
which 12 qualified for the final
stage.

The competing projects were
submitted by young people eager
to contribute to developing ap-
plicable environmental solutions
that generate economic impact for
the local community and upgrade
the tourist experience in the area.

Activities of the first day of the
hackathon included field visits—
for the participating teams—to
Wadi Samail and the village of
Suroor. -ona

Russian attack cuts off power in Kyiv

KYIV: Russia carried out an aerial
attack on Kyiv on Monday night,
severing power and water supplies
for thousands of residential build-
ings in the Ukrainian capital amid
a temperature of -14 degrees Cel-
sius (6.8 degrees Fahrenheit), the
city’s mayor said on Tuesday.

The drone and missile strikes hit
the east bank of the Dnipro River
on the night of Monday to Tuesday,
Vitali Klitschko said.

Homes in Kyiv without pow-
er, heating

The attack by Russian forces
has left a total of 5,635 residential
buildings in Kyiv without heating,
mayor Klitschko said in a state-
ment posted on Telegram.

He added that municipal and
energy services are working to re-
store heating, water, and electric-
ity in the city’s homes.

Energy company DTEK said
over 335,000 Kyiv residents were
left without electricity after the
overnight Russian strikes.

BHXIA T
CACLATION ELIT

The latest Russian offensive
comes only 10 days after Mos-
cow mounted the worst attack on
Kyiv’s energy grid since the start of
its full-scale invasion of Ukraine in
2022.

The attack on January 9 cut off
power for many of the capital’s
residents for days.

Around 80% of the buildings af-
fected in the latest strikes were
those where the heat supply was
being restored from the previous
attack, Klitschko said.

Zelenskyy appeals to world
leaders

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
said Russian forces fired “a signifi-
cant number of ballistic and cruise
missiles” along with “more than
300 attack drones.”

Ukrainian Foreign Minister An-
driy Sybiga said fresh strikes on
energy infrastructure should be a
top priority for world leaders.

“War criminal Putin continues
to wage a genocidal war against
women, children and elderly, “Sy-

biga wrote on social media, refer-
ring to Russian President Vladimir
Putin.

He said the latest attack under-
scored the urgency of internation-
al support.

“Putin’s barbaric strike this
morning is a wake up call to world
leaders gathering in Davos: sup-
port for the Ukrainian people is
urgent; there will be no peace in
Europe without a lasting peace for
Ukraine,” Sybiga added.

Deputy Foreign Minister Mari-
ana Betsa said the impact on the
capital was severe. “Almost half of
Kyiv is in blackout right now,” she
said.

A 50-year-old man reportedly
died in the attack, according to
Kyiv regional governor Mykola
Kalashnyk. The strikes also dam-
aged two fuel stations, he added.

An energy infrastructure facility
also suffered damage in a Russian
strike on Ukraine’s Odesa in the
south, the region’s Governor, Oleh
Kiper, said. -ow
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Two killed, 84
injured in China
factory blast

BEIJING: Two people died,
eight missing and 84 injured due
to an explosion at a factory in
north China’s Inner Mongolia
Autonomous Region, local au-
thorities said.

The explosion occurred at a
plate plant of Baogang United
Steel in western Baotou City,
caused by the blast of a 650-cu-
bic-meter saturated water and
steam spherical tank. The in-
cident resulted in a total of 84
injured people being treated in
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hospitals, and five in serious
condition, executive vice mayor
of Baotou said. The government
has suspended production of the
accident-hit plant and initiated
city-wide safety overhaul of in-
dustrial and trade enterprises.
Investigations into the blast’s
environmental impact are ongo-
ing. Monitoring by environmen-
tal protection departments has so
far detected no adverse effects on
the surrounding air or soil qual-

ity. -ona

EU Commission chief says on ‘cusp
of historic trade deal with India’

The President

of the European
Commission said she
will travel to India

next weekend

DAVOS: European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen
on Tuesday stated the European
Union is close to finalising a Free
Trade Agreement with India and
noted that some describe it “the
mother of all deals”.

Addressing the World Economic
Forum in Davos, she stressed Eu-
rope’s intent to expand trade and
international cooperation.

She also referred to the scale of

the proposed trade deal with India.

“There is still work to do. But we
are on the cusp of a historic trade
agreement. Some call it the mother
of all deals. One that would create

a market of 2 billion people, ac-
counting for almost a quarter of
global GDP,” von der Leyen said.
The President of the European
Commission said she will travel to

India next weekend.

She said the visit is aimed at tak-
ing forward work on the proposed
trade agreement and added that
there is important work to be done
to strengthen economic relations
and deepen cooperation between
Europe and India.

Placing the proposed India
agreement in Europe’s larger glob-
al trade approach, von der Leyen
said Europe remains open to doing
business with partners worldwide.

“Europe will always choose the
world, and the world is ready to
choose Europe,” she said.

She said Europe’s focus is on
building a stable, well-regulated
environment that encourages
investment, boosts trade, and
supports sustainable economic
growth.

Along with trade and invest-
ment, von der Leyen identified
energy as amajor pillar of Europe’s
growth agenda, saying Europe in-
tends to build an energy union that

can deliver homegrown, reliable
and cheaper energy to support eco-
nomic expansion. She added that
Europe needs an “urgency mind-
set” to address energy challenges
and ensure a sustainable future.

Speaking on wider strategic
priorities, von der Leyen said
Europe has achieved more in de-
fence in the past year than in the
decades earlier, with member
states increasing investments to
record levels.

She also noted that three lead-
ing European defence technology
startups have reached unicorn sta-
tus, reflecting Europe’s growing
innovation and strength in the de-
fence sector.

President of the European
Council Antonio Luis Santos da
Costa and European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen
will be Chief Guests at India’s 77th
Republic Day celebrations.

The two EU leaders will under-
take a three-day State Visit to In-

Israeli forces arrest 10 Palestinians in West Bank

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM: The
Israeli occupation forces (IOF)
arrested on Tuesday 10 Palestin-
ian civilians in Jenin governorate,
north of the occupied West Bank.

Palestinian Prisoner’s Society
(PPS) said in a statement that the
IOF arrested ten civilians in the
town of Burqin, north of Jenin
governorate, after having raided
and searched their homes.

In a related context, the IOF
stormed the towns of Beit ‘Awwa
and Deir Samit, west of Al-Khalil
city, and seized several vehicles.

The cities, towns, and refugee
camps of the occupied West Bank
and Occupied Jerusalem (Al-
Quds) are subjected to daily raids
and incursions into villages and
towns by the IOF and colonists,
accompanied by confrontations,
arrests, and the firing of live and
rubber bullets and toxic tear gas
canisters at Palestinian youth.

Israeli occupation forces de-
molished a Palestinian house in
the southern area of the occupied
West bank city of Hebron.

The head of the Birin village
council, Farid Bargan, told WAFA
that Israeli troops, who have

tightened their military control
over the southern part of the city,
demolished a 250-square-metre
house in Khirbet al-Aida, owned
by Karama Jaber. The 10 residents
were forced to leave without being
able to take their belongings.

For the second consecutive day,
soldiers have continued to deploy
large military reinforcements in
the area for the second consecu-

tive day. The escalation included
the closure of most main and sec-
ondary roads, separating neigh-
borhoods with earth mounds and
concrete blocks, and carrying out
widespread raids and searches of
homes and shops.

Dozens of residents were also
subjected to field interrogations,
while significant damage was in-
flicted on the area’s infrastructure

Gaza death toll
surges to 71,551
The death toll from the Israeli
ongoing aggression has risen to
71,551 Palestinians, with 171,372
reported wounded, since the be-
ginning of the offensive on Octo-
ber 7, 2023, according to medical
sources.

They affirmed that one new fa-
tality was received at Gaza hospi-

tals over the past 24 hours, along
with seven new injuries.

A number of victims remain
trapped under rubble or lying in
the streets, as ambulance and
civil defense crews are still una-
ble to reach them due to the mas-
sive destruction and the absence
of supplies.

Since the ceasefire came into
effect on October 11, the number
of fatalities has increased to 466,
with 1,294 injuries, while 713
bodies have been recovered from
beneath the rubble.

Palestinian child injured

A Palestinian child was injured
on Tuesday by a rubber-coated
metal bullet during confronta-
tions with Israeli forces in Qa-
landiya refugee camp, north of
occupied Jerusalem.

The Palestinian Red Cres-
cent Society (PRCS) said that
its crews transported a 15-year-
old boy with an eye injury to the
hospital.

Israeli forces have continued
their raids on Qalandiya camp
and Kafr Aqab, firing tear gas
and stun grenades. -agencies

dia from January 25.

During the visit, the leaders will
also co-chair the 16th India-EU
Summit on January 27.

President Costa and President
von der Leyen are scheduled to
meet President Droupadi Murmu
and will hold restricted as well as
delegation-level talks with Prime
Minister Modi.

An India-EU Business Forum
is also expected to be organised
on the sidelines of the India-EU
Summit.

India and the European Union
have been strategic partners since
2004 and the 15th India-EU Sum-
mit was held virtually on July 15,
2020.

The Ministry of External Affairs
had said in a release that India-EU
bilateral engagement has expand-
ed and deepened across a wide
range of areas, particularly after
the historic visit of the EU College
of Commissioners to India in Feb-
ruary last year. -an

Texas warns of
rising unsolicited
seed mailings

TEXAS: Texas agricultural au-
thorities issued new alerts on Jan-
uary 15 after hundreds of residents
reported receiving unidentified
seeds through the mail that they
had not ordered, according to a re-
port by The Epoch Times (TET).

During the first 15 days of the
year alone, officials collected 126
bags of unsolicited seeds that ap-
peared in mailboxes across Texas,
the Texas Department of Agricul-
ture said. The state had already
logged more than 1,100 bags of
such unsolicited seeds over the
previous year.

“These packages are arriving
faster and spreading wider than
ever,” Texas Agriculture Commis-
sioner Sid Miller said in a January
15 statement. Officials fear that
seeds delivered through the mail
could be invasive plant species or
could carry pests and diseases that
threaten native crops and live-
stock. “They might seem harmless,
but the risk is serious,” Miller said.
“A single invasive species, pest, or
pathogen could severely damage
Texas farms, ranches.” ant
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Germany
cautiously
thankful for
US ‘Board of
Peace’ invite

BERLIN: Germany late on Mon-
day thanked US President Donald
Trump for extending Berlin an in-
vitation to take up a seat on his so-
called “Board of Peace.”

German government spokes-
man Steffen Cornelius said: “We
are thankful for this invitation. We
share the aim of pursuing peace in
the world. It is in Germany’s core
interest to end the conflict in Gaza
for good.” Originally intended as
a mechanism for rebuilding the
devastated Gaza Strip, Trump has
since framed the body as engaged
in bringing about “enduring peace”
worldwide.

“The Board of Peace is an inter-
national organisation that seeks to
promote stability, restore depend-
able and lawful governance, and
secure enduring peace in areas af-
fected or threatened by conflict,”
the board’s charter reads.

Trump has now asked dozens of
nations to join, saying that those
who put up $1 billion (€860 mil-
lion) in the board’s first year will
be allowed to remain a member
beyond that time.

Among those invited by Trump
— who appointed himself chair-
man of the proposed organization
as well as dictating that he alone
has the power to invite new mem-
bers to it — are Russian President
Vladimir Putin, Belarus President
Alexander Lukashenko, Hungar-
ian Prime Minister Viktor Orban
and numerous other heads of state.

Germany, like other invited na-
tions, took care to reiterate its
faith in the United Nations as the
ultimate international arbiter of
peace when it comes to conflict
resolution.

Trump, whorecently announced
that the US would withdraw from
66 international treaties and bod-
ies — many of them tied to the UN
— appears to see the new body as a
potential replacement for the UN,
urging invitees to have “the cour-
age to depart from approaches and
institutions that have too often
failed.” —ow

EU vows ‘unflinching’ response
to Trump’s Greenland tariff

Plunging us into a
downward spiral
would only aid the
very adversaries
we are bhoth so
committed to
keeping out of

the strategic
landscape. So our
response will be
unflinching, united
and proportional,
European
Commission

President said

DAVOS: European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen
has told the World Economic Fo-
rum in Davos that Europe will give
a strong response to US President
Donald Trump’s threats to take
over Greenland and impose new
tariffs on those countries that op-
pose him.

“Plunging us into a downward
spiral would only aid the very ad-
versaries we are both so commit-
ted to keeping out of the strategic
landscape. So our response will
be unflinching, united and pro-
portional,” von der Leyen saidin a
keynote speech.

She called the threatened tariffs
a “mistake.”

“The proposed additional tariffs
are a mistake, especially between
long-standing allies,” von der Ley-
en said.

“The European Union and the

Nepal’s rapper-
turned-mayor
Balen Shah begins
PM campaign

JANAKPUR: Nepal’s rapper-
turned-mayor Balen Shah, who is
vying for the post of Prime Minis-
ter after the March polls, on Mon-
day started his election campaign
from Janakpur.

The senior leader of the Rastri-
ya Swantatra Party (RSP), Balen
(Balendra) Shah, was cheered by
a sea of followers who chanted
“Ab ki baar Balen Sarkar”, trans-
lated as “This time Balen Govern-
ment.”

Addressing the gathering, the
prime ministerial candidate from
the RSP promised to strengthen
federalism by empowering pro-
vincial structures.

“Isn’t Janakpur the (Madhesh)
provincial capital? Then why do
you need to go to Kathmandu?
Why can’t all (the administra-
tive) works be done here? We
will make the province stronger.
Kathmandu need not be vis-
ited; all the required works will
be done here only. Kathmandu
should not be a place to demand
rights; it should be a place to visit
Pashupati and Swayambhunath,”
Balen said while speaking in
Maithili.

Shah urged voters to support
the RSP not on the basis of iden-
tity but competence.

“A Madhesi’s son is becoming
the Prime Minister because the
right person is coming into lead-
ership, so vote in Ghanti (Bell).
The right time has come for you
to vote in the Ghanti to make a
right choice, to choose the right
government,” Shah called on the
supporters.

He further said the RSP priori-
tises the protection of temples,
ponds and land in Madhesh, urg-
ing voters to support the party
for the development of both the
region and the country.

“In the whole nation, a total of
one million tourists arrive on an

annual basis. In Ayodhya alone,
10 crore tourists visit every year.
Our Janaki Mata alone has that
capacity to bring in one crore
tourists on an annual basis,” the
prime ministerial candidate said.

Balendra Shah, the former
mayor of Kathmandu, who for-
mally entered politics by resign-
ing from Kathmandu Metro-
politan City on Sunday, is set to
file his nomination from Jhapa
on Tuesday. Shah will be chal-
lenging former Nepali Prime
Minister and Chairman of the
CPN-UML (Communist Party of
Nepal- Unified Marxist Leninist)
KP Sharma Oli in his hometown.

The former rapper, who won
the local election of 2022 from
the Nepali capital, struck a deal
on December 28 with the Rastri-
ya Swatantra Party (RSP), under
which it was agreed that he would
be the party’s prime ministerial
candidate.

As per the seven-point agree-
ment, RSP Chair Rabi Lamich-
hane will continue as the party’s
central chairman, while Shah
will be presented as the party’s
parliamentary leader after the
elections and its prime ministe-
rial candidate. — an1

United States have agreed to a
trade deal last July. And in politics
as in business — a deal is a deal.
And when friends shake hands, it
must mean something,” she said.

At the same time, however, von
der Leyen said the EU was pre-
pared to help the US and other
partners to maintain security in
the Arctic, one of the main reasons
cited by Trump as grounds for
Washington to take over Green-
land.

“We are working on a massive
European investment surge in
Greenland,” she said. “We will
work with the United States and
all partners on wider Arctic secu-
rity. This is clearly in our shared
interest.”

‘There can be no going back,
Trump says as he agrees to

Greenland meeting in Davos
US President Donald Trump
said on Tuesday he had agreed to
a meeting attended by “various
parties” in Davos, Switzerland, to
discuss his intention to take over
Greenland.

“As 1 expressed to everyone,
very plainly, Greenland is impera-
tive for National and World Secu-
rity. There can be no going back
— On that, everyone agrees!” he
added in a post on his Truth Social
platform.

In a separate post, Trump
showed an Al-generated image of
himself holding a US flag next to a
signreading “Greenland — US ter-
ritory est. 2026.” The image also
features Vice President JD Vance
and Secretary of State Marco Ru-
bio.

Another Al-image shared by the

president shows world leaders ata
meeting where he presents a map
with the American flag covering
the United States, Canada, Green-
land and Venezuela.

His threats to take Greenland
have gained more prominence
since US forces captured Vene-
zuela’s President Nicolas Maduro.

Trump has also vowed to annex
Canada, frequently referring to
the US’ neighbour as the 51st US
state.

Macron proposes G7 sum-
mit with Denmark, Russia
in Paris

In a “private message” to US
President Donald Trump, which
was made public by the US lead-
er, French President Emmanuel
Macron has proposed organis-
ing a G7 summit on Thursday in
Paris, with Denmark, Ukraine,
Syria and, on the sidelines, Russia
among the invitees.

The authenticity of the mes-
sage, which Trump posted on his
Truth Social network, has been
confirmed by Macron’s presiden-
tial entourage.

“I can organise a G7 meeting in
Paris on Thursday afternoon after
Davos,” Macron wrote, referring
to the World Economic Forum in
Switzerland where Trump is also
expected to put in an appearance.

“I can invite the Ukrainians,
the Danes, the Syrians and the

Russians on the sidelines” of the
meeting, he added.

‘While Macron said France was
in agreement with the US on flash-
points such as Syria and Iran, he
said “I don’t understand what you
are doing” with regard to Trump’s
plans to take over Greenland.

US Treasury Secretary urg-
es calm as Trump tariffs
rattle Europe

The US Treasury Secretary, Scott
Bessent, has said US-Europe re-
lations remain strong and urged
allies to stay calm as new tariff
threats from President Donald
Trump fuel tensions over Green-
land.

Speaking on Tuesday on the
sidelines of the World Economic
Forum in Davos, Bessent said the
relationship with Europe “has
never been closer” and dismissed
talk of a trade war as overblown.

Trump announced tariffs on
Saturday targeting imports from
European allies that oppose US
plans to take over Greenland.

European governments say the
move would violate a trade deal
struck with Trump last year and
have scheduled an emergency EU
summit in Brussels on Thursday
to discuss possible countermeas-
ures.

One option under considera-
tion is a package of tariffs on €93
billion ($108 billion) worth of US
imports that could automatically
take effect on February 6 after a
six-month suspension.

Bessent said the dispute had
only just emerged and insisted a
solution would be found that safe-
guards national security on both
sides of the Atlantic.

“It’s been 48 hours. As I said,
sit back, relax,” he told reporters,
adding he was confident leaders
would avoid escalation.

Asked about the risk of a pro-
longed trade war, Bessent pushed
back sharply.

“Why are we jumping there?
Why are you taking it to the worst
case? Calm down the hysteria.
Take a deep breath,” he said.

-DwW

India and UAE to explore possibility
of establishing ‘Digital Embassies’

NEW DELHI: India and the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) on
Monday agreed to explore the
possibility of establishing ‘Digital
Embassies’ under mutually recog-
nised sovereignty arrangements,
according to a joint statement is-
sued following the visit of UAE
President Sheikh Mohamed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan.

On the concept of digital embas-
sies, Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri said during a media briefing
that the initiative involves creating
a secure repository for data that a
country considers strategically
important and of national signifi-
cance.

He noted that only a few coun-
tries worldwide have successfully
implemented such a model, and
both nations will establish a regu-
latory framework for the matter.

“It’s an interesting new concept.
It relates to a country’s effort to
establish a safe harbour for data it
considers of national importance
and strategic value. There are not
many successful examples of this
concept being executed in many
places around the world, but there
are a few. It is a new concept for us
as well,” Misri said.

“We may have to work out a reg-
ulatory framework for getting into
this, but it is an interesting area
in which the UAE has expressed
some interest, and we are willing

to work with them and see how we
can set this up while, of course, re-
specting the fact that data has cer-
tain sovereignty-related issues at-
tached to it. We will work through
these issues,” he added.

According to the Data Security
Council of India, a Digital Embas-
sy or Data Embassy is an approach
that ensures digital continuity for
nation-states by extending a coun-
try’s cloud infrastructure through
state-owned servers located out-
side its physical borders.

These embassies provide pro-

tection against cyber and physical
threats while maintaining immu-
nity from the host country’s local
laws. Given current geopolitical
developments, data embassies are
expected to become increasingly
important in shaping diplomatic
relations between nations.

According to the Joint State-
ment, both sides also decided to
strengthen cooperation in science,
technology, and innovation, with a
particular focus on artificial intel-
ligence (AI) and emerging tech-
nologies.

The statement also highlighted
collaboration to establish a super-
computing cluster in India and the
potential for setting up data cen-
tres in the country.

“The two leaders decided to
strengthen collaboration in sci-
ence and technology and inno-
vation, especially in the areas of
artificial intelligence (AI) and
emerging technologies. Welcom-
ing the decision to collaborate on
establishing a supercomputing
cluster in India, they also agreed
to explore cooperation in setting
up data centres in India. The two
leaders directed their teams to ex-
plore the possibility of establish-
ing ‘Digital Embassies’ between
the UAE and India, under mutually
recognised sovereignty arrange-
ments,” the statement read.

UAE President also expressed
support for India’s upcoming AI
Impact Summit, scheduled to be
hosted in February 2026.

This comes following the official
visit of the President of the UAE,
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, to India earlier in the day.

This was Sheikh Mohamed’s
third official visit to India since as-
suming office as President of the
United Arab Emirates, and his fifth
in the past decade, reflecting the
frequency and intensity of high-
level engagement between New
Delhi and Abu Dhabi. — ant

Chile wildfire death toll increases to 18

SANTIAGO: Chilean President
Gabriel Boric said that the death
toll from wildfires ravaging the
country’s south-central region
has reached 18 and is expected to
rise further. “Today we have a con-
firmed number of 18 fatalities, but
unfortunately we are certain that
this figure will rise,” Boric told re-
porters in Concepcion in the Bio-
bio region, about 500 km south of
Santiago.

He said preliminary estimates
indicate around 300 homes have
been destroyed in Biobio alone,
warning that the final number
could exceed 1,000. Authorities
imposed curfews starting Satur-
day evening in the municipalities
of Penco, Nacimiento and Laja,
while in Lirquen, one of the hard-
est-hit areas, a curfew had begun
earlier and remains indefinite af-
ter fires affected about 80 percent

of'thelocality. According to the Na-
tional Forestry Corporation, Chile
currently has 14 active wildfires
under red alert, with more than
24,000 hectares burned nation-
wide. The largest blaze is in Con-
cepcion, which has affected over
10,600 hectares.

Boric has declared a state of ca-
tastrophe in the regions of Nuble
and Biobio to address the emer-
gency. — Xinhua
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Late crash dashes Al Zu

Omani star displayed
blistering pace in
Al-Manar by Dragon
Racing Ferrari before
the accident ruined
the team’s chances

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman’s Al Faisal Al
Zubair came agonisingly close to a
podium finish in the Michelin 24H
Dubai at Dubai Autodrome, only
for a late accident to halt the Al-
Manar by Dragon Racing Ferrari’s
push for glory.

Al Zubair, alongside Zimba-
bwean Axcil Jeffries, American
Dustin Blattner, and German
Dennis Marschall, had shown
blistering pace throughout the
24-hour endurance race.

The quartet led on multiple oc-
casions and were holding fourth
overall in their Ferrari 296 GT3
after 504 laps when Al Zubair was
involved in a crash just over three

and a half hours from the cheq-
uered flag. The Omani was taken
for protocol medical checks and
later released. Despite the inci-
dent, he remained upbeat.
Speaking after the race, Al
Zubair said: “It was a great race
weekend and my first time racing
the Ferrari here [in Dubai]. Our
line-up was extremely strong, and
we were in the top five at times.
“The race started near the back
of the grid, and we quickly climbed
into the top 15 in the first hour. We
had a really strong pace. Unfortu-

nately, around 21 hours in, I hit the
wall and suffered a minor fracture
in the spine. Just a bit bruised up.
This is part of motorsport - these
things happen. I'm looking forward
to recovery and feeling better soon.”

The race itself had been a roll-
ercoaster for the team. Marschall
took the opening stint, start-
ing with the early lead claimed
by Team WRT’s Kelvin van der
Linde. After an initial drop to 16th,
Marschall clawed back positions,
reaching 12th by the end of the first
hour. A masterful pit stop under

a Code 60 saw Blattner take the
wheel and momentarily lead the
field, with Herberth Motorsport’s
Max Moritz in the Porsche 911
GT3 R trailing in second.

Strategic stops and driver rota-
tions kept the Al-Manar Ferrari
in contention. After four hours, Al
Zubair returned to the cockpit in
17th and quickly began climbing
through the night. By the five-and-
a-half-hour mark, he had moved
up to sixth, briefly reaching third
before a later pit stop dropped the
team back to 14th.

podium hopes at Dubai 2

Marschall resumed driving with
just over 14 hours to go, holding
10th, while Jeffries and Al Zubair’s
night stints propelled the Fer-
rari back into the top four by the
halfway point. With nine hours
remaining, the team was still in
strong contention, maintaining
pace through daybreak.

Tragically, the late accident
dashed the team’s hopes, with Al-
Manar classified 47th in the final
results. The podium was com-
pleted by Team WRT BMW M4s
in first and second, with the Win-

air’s

ward Racing Mercedes-AMG GT3
Evo finishing third.

Al-Manar by Dragon Racing
had demonstrated its competitive
form from the start. Friday morn-
ing free practice saw Al-Manar
Ferrari logged a 1min 58.777sec
lap over 48 laps, placing 15th of 34
GT3 entrants. In qualifying, the
team improved steadily: 8th in Q1,
3rd in Q2, and 7th in Q3, combin-
ing for a strong starting position
behind the Winward Racing Mer-
cedes duo and the Saintéloc Rac-
ing Junior Team Audi R8.

Recently crowned Dakar champion Al Attiyvah leads star-studded field

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Recently crowned Da-
kar Rally champion Nasser Saleh
Al Attiyah will bring his winning
momentum to Sohar this week
as the Oman International Rally
kicks off the 2026 FIA Middle East
Rally Championship (MERC) on
January 22.

The rally, which will conclude
on January 24, will be held on the
gravel tracks around Sohar.

The six-time Dakar champion,
teamed with Spanish co-driver
Candido Carrera, leads a competi-
tive FIA entry of 17 crews from 11
countries, while 17 local teams will
compete in the Oman National

Rally. This combined field reflects
the sport’s growing popularity in
the region.

Crews began reconnaissance on
Tuesday, tackling 13 special stages
that cover 21544km of competi-
tive racing within a total route of
661.76km. Minor route revisions
this year add fresh challenges, en-
suring a true test of speed and skill.

The rally’s new operational hub
at the National University of Sci-
ence and Technology will manage
administration and media, while
the Sohar Entertainment Centre
returns as the service park, avenue
praised by teams last year.

Local hero and two-time win-
ner Abdullah Al Rawahi wheels

WORLD RALLY TEAM

e ::__"-'w —

out a new Skoda Fabia RS, and the
national ranks feature a diverse
lineup including Salim Al Touqi in
a Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution VII,
Mitsubishis, a Subaru, seven Can-
Am Mavericks, a Kia Rio, and three
Toyota Yaris cars.

Top Omani drivers to watch in-
clude Haitham Soomar, Hamood
Al Touqi, Zakariya Al Aufi, Ghaith
Al Qassmi, Faisal Al Rashdi, and
Waheeb Al-Kharusi, among oth-
ers. The ceremonial start is set
for 15:15 on Thursday at the Sohar
Entertainment Centre, with dry,
dusty conditions and mid-20s°C
temperatures forecast - perfect
for a thrilling opening to the 2026
MERC season.

Bigger Deals! Bigger Savin
Kia Year-end Offer

Movement that inspires

Sportage L#
Savings of

OMR 1,700
to 2,700

K8#

Savings of
OMR 1,500

Sonet#
Savings of
OMR 1,300

for 1 year*

Big Savings are here! Drive into the New Year with a Kia, with unbelievable savings and exclusive benefits across the Sportage L, K8, Sonet and more, along with service of 3 years / 30,000 kms,
insurance and registration. Visit your nearest Kia showroom today, and make the most of the Kia Big Savings Offer!
Reliable International Automotive LLC. C.R. No. 1707183, Wattayah: 24579840, Al Mawaleh: 92499708, Barka: 93201347, lbra; 98235042, |bri: 99874368, Nizwa: 99874368, Sohar: 92837722,
Sur: 98235042, Suwaig: 99884217, Rustag: 92869449, Salalah: 92492820

* Service Package
3 Years / 30,000 KMs®

® Insurance & Registration

Kid showrDom

# On 25 MY modets, the Big Savings amaunt are being directly adjusted in the price of the vehicle whereas in ZEMY the savings amoun? of RO 300 are adiusted in Cash (ff 25 2 part of down payment, The Big Savings amount is in addifion 1o the normal Cash Gt offer
applicable on the models. @- Total applicable Service benefit will be from 3 Years / 30,000 Kms whichever is earfier, 30,000Kms [ 3 years’ Senvice, on all Modets (except Tasman), The Senice benefit applicable to EV vehicles is 60,000 kms [ 4 years, whichever i aarlier, ¥ 1st
year comprehensive insurance i applicable on all 25MY available models in stock. On 28MY models, Tst year's insurance is applicable on all models | except Picanto, Pegas, Camival, Sportage 2.0 RVC and Tasman), Registration available on all modets except Tasman and
EVs. All the above benefits are not applicable on Minsstry, Bulk fiset, Corporate & RAC deals. Scheme Period: 2312025 to 220172026 Vehicles may also include some Deater Installed Accessories. Pictures & Colours are indicative. For further details, please visit your nearest
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OMAN CRUDE PRICE FALLS

The price of Oman oil has decreased,
with prices for delivery by March 2026
reaching $62.22, said Dubai Mercantile
Exchange (DME). The DME statement
said that the price of Oman oil fell by 8
cents from the price of Monday, which
was which was $62.30. -ona
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MBX INDEX ENDS HIGHER

The MSX index closed at 6,246.39
points, up by 0.21% from previous close.
The Sharia Index ended up by 0.95%

at 578.85 points. Oman Fisheries, up
24.14%, was the top gainer while, Salalah

Mills, down 4.76%, was the top loser.

Omani firms eye Arab markets
with GAFTA opportunities

The workshop titled
‘Promoting the
Advantages Granted
under the Framework
of the Greater Arab
Free Trade Area
(GAFTA) sought to
empower the private
sector to leverage
this agreement to
expand exports,
develop its regional
comimercial presence,
stimulate inter-Arab
investments, and
enhance economic
integration among

Arab countries

MUSCAT: Oman Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (OCCI),
in cooperation with the Ministry
of Commerce, Industry and In-
vestment Promotion, the Ministry
of Economy, and the General Sec-
retariat of the Arab League, organ-
ised a workshop titled “Promoting
the Advantages Granted under the
Framework of the Greater Arab

Free Trade Area (GAFTA).”

The workshop aimed to intro-
duce the advantages and facili-
ties offered by GAFTA to Omani
companies. It sought to empower
the private sector to leverage this
agreement to expand exports,
develop its regional commercial
presence, stimulate inter-Arab in-
vestments, and enhance economic
integration among Arab countries.

Saleh Juma Al Balushi, Assis-
tant Director General for Board
Affairs at the OCCI, stated that
the workshop comes within the
Chamber’s ongoing efforts to em-
power the Omani private sector
and enhance its ability to benefit
from regional economic and trade
agreements.

He noted that organizing this
session reflects the Chamber’s
conviction in the importance of
moving from theoretical knowl-
edge to a practical and applied
understanding of GAFTA’s advan-
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Qualifiers to represent
Oman at Geneva
International Exhibition
of Inventions announced

MUSCAT: The Research and In-
novation Authority announced
the Omani innovative projects
qualified to represent the Sultan-
ate of Oman at the Geneva Inter-
national Exhibition of Inventions
inits 51st edition.

The announcement was made
during a ceremony held yester-
day at the German University of
Technology in Muscat.

The ceremony was held under
the patronage of Dr. Saif Abdul-
lah Al Haddabi, Chairman of
the Research and Innovation
Authority, in the presence of
Dr. Hussein Suleiman Al Salmi,
Vice-Dean for Financial and Ad-
ministrative Affairs at the Ger-
man University of Technology,
along with a number of officials,
academics, and innovators.

This announcement comes
within the framework of na-
tional efforts to enhance the
research and innovation ecosys-
tem, translating the objectives
of Oman Vision 2040 aimed
at building a knowledge-based
economy, empowering national
competencies, and supporting
innovation as a main pillar for
sustainable development.

The ceremony featured a pres-
entation of the distinguished in-

novative projects that passed the
evaluation stages by a specialized
judging committee. A total of 118
innovative projects were submit-
ted, of which 20 projects quali-
fied for the final stage.

The results led to the selec-
tion of 4 projects to represent the
Sultanate of Oman at the Geneva
International Exhibition of In-
ventions, which will be hosted by
the Swiss city of Geneva in this
March. These projects are: the
Doppler Blood Flow Sensor pro-
ject by Hussein Ali Al Nuamani,
the 4S Sponge project by Maytha
Said Al Hindasi, the Super Calc
project by Abdulaziz Salim Al
Ka’abi, and the Spray Tech pro-
ject by Mohammed Al Murr Al
Salmi.

The Geneva International Ex-
hibition of Inventions is a global
platform showcasing over a thou-
sand innovations from about 40
countries, covering diverse fields
including engineering, energy,
health, environment, technology,
artificial intelligence, cyberse-
curity, transportation, and life
sciences. It provides innovators
with broad opportunities for
learning, skill development, and
building effective international
relationships. - ona

tages. This contributes to enhanc-
ing the access of Omani products
to Arab markets, benefiting from
customs exemptions, and un-
derstanding rules of origin and
dispute settlement mechanisms,
thereby supporting the competi-
tiveness of national exports and
regional trade exchange.

He explained that this workshop
is driven by the OCCI’s strategic
directions, which prioritise repre-
senting the interests of the private
sector and equipping it with tools

e =

for growth and expansion. This
is achieved by providing special-
ized knowledge platforms, build-
ing bridges of communication
between business owners and rel-
evant authorities, and contribut-
ing to addressing challenges facing
local exporters.

Through such events, the Cham-
ber is keen to support economic di-
versification efforts, enhance Arab
trade integration, and empower
Omani companies.

The workshop was held in the

presence of Sheikh Rashid Amer
Al Muselhi, First Vice Chairman of
the OCCI Board of Directors, and
was attended by several business
owners and representatives from
the public and private sectors.

The first working paper re-
viewed opportunities for enter-
ing Arab markets. The paper ad-
dressed the advantages granted
under Arab trade agreements, the
primary objectives of GAFTA, the
region’s most significant gains,
exempted goods, and customs ex-

emptions. It also detailed how to
obtain the benefits provided under
Arab agreements, compliance re-
quirements for entering Arab mar-
kets, and agreements related to fa-
cilitating Arab trade exchange.
The second working paper fo-
cused on Arab rules of origin. The
paper reviewed the general provi-
sions of Arab rules of origin, crite-
ria for acquiring origin status, data
collection mechanisms, and com-
mon errors that may lead to the
rejection of exemptions. - ona

Workshop discusses governarnce,
mechanisms for designating

measurement,

MUSCAT: The Ministry of Com-
merce, Industry and Investment
Promotion (MOCIIP), in coopera-
tion with the GCC Standardization
Organization (GSO), organised a
workshop on the designation of
measurement and calibration lab-
oratories. The event saw participa-
tion from relevant entities across
the industrial, health, service, and
regulatory sectors, as part of the
Ministry’s efforts to strengthen
national partnerships and develop
the metrological infrastructure in
the Sultanate of Oman.

Imad Khamis Al Shukaili, Di-
rector General of Standards and
Metrology at the Ministry, em-
phasized that the workshop aims
to highlight the responsibilities
of relevant laboratories and the
services they provide in dissemi-
nating International System of
Units (SI). He noted that the ses-
sion serves as a continuation of
the achievements realised in 2025,
during which 970 devices and
equipment were calibrated at the

National Laboratory for Meas-
urement and Calibration. Addi-
tionally, more than 2,300 scales
and liquid fuel pumps were veri-
fied, generating a total revenue of
OMR16,500.

In his speech, Al Shukaili ex-
plained that the workshop repre-
sents a qualitative leap in develop-
ing national technical capabilities
and investing available resources
to serve economic development
goals. He pointed out that these ef-
forts enhance the competitiveness

of Omani products and services in
regional and international mar-
kets, protect consumers, and en-
sure measurement quality accord-
ing to the highest global standards.

This, in turn, bolsters interna-
tional community confidence in
the national metrological infra-
structure and solidifies Oman’s
presence on the global stage as an
active partner in the international
metrological system.

The workshop discussed the
governance and mechanisms for

calibration laboratories

designating measurement and
calibration laboratories within
the framework of International
Mutual Recognition.

This framework enables the
Sultanate of Oman to participate
effectively in the global metrologi-
cal community and establishes its
position as a leading country in
this vital field.

The session was held within the
context of implementing the Law
of Measurement and Calibration
(17/2013) and activating the role of
the National Centre for Measure-
ment and Calibration - under the
Directorate General of Standards
and Metrology - in completing the
International System of Units.

These efforts contribute to
building a reliable and interna-
tionally recognised national met-
rological infrastructure, reinforc-
ing the Ministry’s commitment to
instilling the concepts of measure-
ment and calibration and provid-
ing high-reliability services across
various sectors. - ona

Oil prices gain on upbeat China data

SINGAPORE: O0il prices rose
during yesterday’s trading, sup-
ported by Chinese economic
data that boosted expectations of
improved demand. Brent crude
futures climbed 19 cents, or 0.3
percent, to $64.13 a barrel, while
US West Texas Intermediate
(WTI) crude futures for February
— which expire today, Tuesday —
rose 25 cents, or 0.4 percent. The
more actively traded WTI March
contract edged up 0.08 cents, or
0.13 percent, to $59.42 a barrel.

Gold hits record high
Gold traded near record highs

yesterday, as US President Don-
ald Trump’s threats to acquire
Greenland soured global senti-
ment and sparked a rush into
safe-haven assets.

Spot gold hit a new record high
of $4,700.28 per ounce, while US
gold futures for February deliv-
ery climbed 1.8% to $4,676.80 per
ounce.

Spot silver fell 1.2% to $93.53 an
ounce, after hitting a record high
of $94.72 earlier in the session.
In other precious metals, spot
platinum fell 0.6% to $2,359.45 per
ounce, while palladium dropped
1.3%to $1,817.44. -ona
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INDICES
Index Low. Value Prev. Value.......... Diff....cccceueuee Diff %
MSX 30 INDEX ..6,232.84 6,246.39 6,233.10 13.30 0.21
FINANCIAL INDEX .10,648.69 10,768.17 10,647.70 12047 113
Industry Index .8,593.73 8,613.86 8,593.00 20.86 0.24
. 8 T D C K Services Index.... 2,523.72 2,5635.77 2,5623.95 11.82 047
MSX Shariah Index. 57342 578.85 57342 543 0.95
MSX TR INDEX. 9,368.30 9,388.68 9,368.69 19.99 0.21
EX D H AN G E FINANCIAL TR IDX. 2,651.01 ..o 12,792.96 12,649.84 143.13 113
INDUSTRIAL TR IDX. .10,595.33.....cooueevveeee 10,620.14 10,594.42 2572 0.24
SERVICES TR IDX .3,291.12 3,306.83 3,291.42 15.41 047
FIXED INCOME INDEX 1,206.62 1,206.62 1,206.62 0.00 0.00
Volume .. ..Turnover .. Market Cap. Up. Down Equal......... Sec. Traded
108,629,866 ..24,458,168... 33,322,743,001 42 10 18 70

Oman Fisheries, up 24.14%, was the top

gainer while, Salalah Mills, down 4.76%,

was the top loser

SHARE PRICE BULLETIN FOR TUESDAY, JANUARY 20
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MADINA TAKAFUL
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ABRAJ ENERGY SERVICES
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0.100.....44,000,000
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ALJAZEERA SERVICES
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94,000
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000 500.
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OMO0000003661.. VOLTAMP ENERGY.

53,235

0OMO0000003026 OMAN TELECOM.
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...892,108,528
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0OMO0000001483.. NATIONAL BANK OMAN

2417157

101,24 40,19:

0OMO0000003224 RENAISSANCE SERVICES

20,000 6,500.

0.100...825,000,000
0.100...645,500,703

3,250

OMO0000003398

BANK NIZWA

SOHAR INTERNATIONAL BANK........ccoocurnes 27,973,695......4,601,972.

204,172 4,28
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ies, up 24.14%, was the top gainer
while, Salalah Mills, down 4.76%,
was the top loser. Shares of So-
har International Bank were the
most active in terms of number of
shares traded as well as in terms
of turnover.

A total number of 5566 trades
were executed during the day’s
trading session, generating turn-
over of RO 24.46 million, with
more than 108.62 million shares
changing hands.

Out of 70 traded securities,
42 advanced, 10 declined, and
18 remained unchanged. At the
session close, domestic inves-
tors were net sellers for RO 887K
while GCC & Arab investors were
net buyers for RO 576K, followed
by foreign investors for RO 311K
worth of shares.

Financial Index closed at
10,768.17 points, up 1.13%. Prices
of United Finance, Financial Ser-

ance, Oman Qatar Insurance,
DIDIC, Bank Muscat were down
by 2.06%, 1.08%, 0.77%, 0.28% re-
spectively.

Industrial Index closed at
8,613.86 points, up 0.24%. Prices
of Oman Fisheries, Dhofar Cattle
Feed, Gulf International Chemi-
cals, Al Anwar Ceramics, A’Saffa
Foods were up by 24.14%, 9.92%,
4.00%, 3.63%, 1.61% respectively.
Prices of Salalah Mills, Jazeera
Steel Products, Oman Cables
Industry were down by 4.76%,
2.25%, 2.22% respectively.

Services Index wasup by 0.47%
before closing at 2,535.77 points.
Prices of Shell Oman Marketing,
Abraj Energy, Al Jazeera Servic-
es, SMN Power Holding, Oman
National Engineering were up by
3.82%,1.97%,1.56%,1.40%,1.33%
respectively. Prices of Sembcorp
Salalah were down by 0.46% re-
spectively.— United Securities
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Bank Muscat introduces personal
instant loan through mobile banking

MUSCAT: Reinforcing its promi-
nent position in Oman’s banking
sector, Bank Muscat, the leading fi-
nancial services provider in Oman,
continues to strengthen its role as
a key driver of digital transforma-
tion in the country.

This is driven by the proactive
adoption of advanced banking
technologies and the develop-
ment of smart solutions that meet
evolving customers’ expectations
while enhancing service efficien-
cy. These efforts form part of an
integrated vision to deliver mod-
ern, secure, and seamless banking
experiences, elevate service stand-
ards, and reinforce leadership and
innovation in the local market.

In line with this approach, the
Bank has announced the launch
of an instant digital loan service
through its Mobile Banking appli-
cation. This initiative represents a
significant milestone, underscor-
ing Bank Muscat’s commitment
to digital excellence and sustain-
able innovation. The new service

Your instant
Digital Personal Loan,
right when you need it!
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enables eligible customers to avail
personal loans with disbursal of the
approved amount instantly, with-
out the need to visit branches or
complete paper-based procedures.
Upon application verification
through one-time password (OTP),
the financing amount is credited
directly to the customer’s account
through simple and seamless pro-
cess within the application.

Loan eligibility is assessed au-
tomatically in line with the Bank’s
credit policy and the loan is pro-
cessed instantly if the require-
ments are met. Customers will also
benefit from credit life insurance
coverage, competitive transaction
fees and instant access to loan
details and repayment schedules
through the Mobile Banking appli-
cation. All related forms and docu-
ments are generated electronically
and sent to the customer’s regis-
tered email address.

Commenting on the launch, Ab-
dullah bin Hamood Al Jufaili, As-
sistant General Manager, Digital
Banking at Bank Muscat, said:“We
continue to advance our digital
transformation vision by adopt-
ing smart technologies that rede-
fine the banking customer expe-
rience, placing speed, efficiency,
and transparency at the core of our
services. The launch of personal fi-
nancing through the Mobile Bank-
ing application reflects our strate-
gic focus on enabling customers

to complete their transactions
with ease and security, without the
need for traditional procedures or
branch visits.”

This service reflects the bank
ability to proactively leverage tech-
nology and enhance service reli-
ability, supporting the bank’s lead-
ership and aligning with market
expectations in the coming phase.
Besides, this qualitative shift in the
delivery of digital banking services
is expected to open new opportu-
nities for customers, drive strong
adoption, and contribute signifi-
cantly to accelerating the Bank’s
digital transformation journey.

Through this advanced digital
service, Bank Muscat reaffirms
its commitment to redefining the
banking customer experience by
delivering smart solutions that
align with modern lifestyles, en-
hance service efficiency, and sig-
nificantly reduce transaction turn-
around times reflecting the Bank’s
vision to lead the future of digital
banking in Sultanate of Oman.

India, UAE set $200bn bilateral trade target by 2032

NEW DELHI: India and the
United Arab Emirates unveiled a
dozen outcomes at the end of UAE
President Sheikh Mohamed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan’s visit, including
a roadmap to more than double
bilateral trade to over $200 billion
by 2032 and expand cooperation
in advanced nuclear technologies
such as large nuclear reactors and
small modular reactors.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
also invited UAE sovereign wealth
funds to consider joining the sec-
ond Infrastructure Fund, sched-
uled for launch in 2026.

The announcements were made
after the conclusion of the UAE
President’s visit to New Delhi on
Monday evening. The engagement,
which lasted a little over three
hours, was described by the Indian
side as a “short but extremely sub-
stantive visit”.

According to a joint statement,
underscoring the close ties be-
tween the two leaders, the UAE
President was personally received
at the Delhi airport by Prime Min-
ister Modi, which the Indian side
termed “a special gesture that is
characteristic of the extremely
warm and close relationship that
the two leaders share”.

Among the key outcomes was a
long-term agreement under which
Hindustan Petroleum Corporation
Limited (HPCL) will purchase
0.5 MMPTA of liquefied natural
gas from Abu Dhabi National Oil
Company Gas (ADNOC Gas) for a
10-year period beginning in 2028.

The two sides also announced
that UAE companies First Abu
Dhabi Bank and DP World will set
up offices and operations in Guja-
rat’s GIFT City. While First Abu
Dhabi Bank will establish a branch

to support trade and investment
linkages, DP World will operate
from GIFT City, including leasing
ships for its global operations, the
statement read.

Investment cooperation was fur-
ther strengthened through a Letter
of Intent signed between the Gov-
ernment of Gujarat and the UAE
Ministry of Investment for the de-
velopment of the Dholera Special
Investment Region in Gujarat.

The partnership will include the
development of strategic infra-
structure, such as an international
airport, a pilot training school, a
maintenance, repair, and overhaul
facility, a greenfield airport, and a
smart urban township, along with
projects related to railway connec-
tivity and energy infrastructure.

Beyond trade and investment,
both sides also signed agreements
to deepen cooperation in areas

such as space, defence and food
safety. UAE’s G42 company will
support the establishment of a su-
percomputing cluster in India.

The two countries will also ex-
plore establishing digital data em-
bassies and a ‘House of India’ in
Abu Dhabi. Under the plan to ex-
pand trade to over USD 200 billion
by 2032, both sides will focus on
connecting micro, small, and me-
dium enterprises and opening new
markets through initiatives such
as Bharat Mart, the Virtual Trade
Corridor, and Bharat-Africa Setu.

This was Al Nahyan’s fifth visit
to India in the last 10 years and his
third official visit as UAE Presi-
dent. Later in the evening, Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri, while
addressing a media briefing, high-
lighted the high-powered UAE
delegation that accompanied the
President. -ant

Gulfood Startups
launched to scale
global food innovation

DUBAI: Gulfood, the world’s
largest and most influential food
and beverage sourcing event, has
launched Gulfood Startups, a
dedicated platform designed to
support high-growth food-tech
companies seeking to scale inter-
nationally from Dubai.

As the global food economy
accelerates towards a projected
value of US$11.37 trillion by
2030, innovation across produc-
tion, processing and distribution
is increasingly being driven by
startups reshaping how food is
produced, distributed and com-
mercialised.

Over 250 global visionaries will
surface unseen breakthroughs
across the food chain from origin
to market, encompassing next-
generation proteins, precision
fermentation, Plant-Based 3.0,
water-based frying technolo-
gies, predictive food intelligence
powered by AI, and automated
supply-chain systems.

“Gulfood  Startups offers
founders something few markets
can: direct access to global buy-
ers, investors, distributors and
policymakers in a single, con-
nected environment,” said Trixie
LohMirmand, Executive Vice
President — Events Management
at Dubai World Trade Centre.

She added that the World Ag-
ri-FoodTech Startup Challenge
features the largest prize fund of
its kind, underscoring the cen-
tre’s commitment to accelerat-
ing high-impact innovation and

meaningful commercial growth
across the Gulf.

Through a strategic collabo-
ration with DMCC and the In-
dia Middle East Agri-Alliance
(IMEAA), through three days of
competition, startups will vie for
aUS$135,000 prize, judged on in-
novation, scalability, market rel-
evance and environmental and
economic impact.

Ahmed bin Sulayem, Executive
Chairman and Chief Executive
Officer of DMCC, said, “Through
our partnership with Gulfood
across Gulfood Startups and the
World AgriFoodTech Startup
Challenge, DMCC is connect-
ing high-potential startups from
across the global food value chain
with international markets, in-
vestors and commercial partners.

“This builds on DMCC’s estab-
lished agrifood ecosystem and
global connectivity, with a clear
focus on helping credible solu-
tions scale, from next-generation
proteins and precision fermenta-
tion to Al-powered food intelli-
gence and advanced supply chain
technologies.”

The UAE’s food and beverage
market is projected to reach $44
billion by 2029, supported by
rapid population growth, strong
consumer demand, progressive
regulation and sustained govern-
ment investment in food security,
innovation and sustainability.

Gulfood Startups will take place
from 26 to 30 January as part of
Gulfood 2026 in Dubai. -wam
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PLAGE YOUR
ADVT HERE

Email to : amcoman@
choueirigroup.com

Email: amcﬁman@choueirigroup.com

ISO CONTAINER SALES, CONVERSIONS & RENTALS

CONTAINER SOLUTIONS LLC

Po Box 522, Pc 322, Falaj Al Qabail, Sohar Free Zone, Oman
Tel: +968 9358 5556, +968 99508921, +968 26942610
FAX: 26942611, Email: sales@containersolutions.com.

www.containersolutions.com

JOB VACANCY

URGENTLY REQUIRED

@ Urgently Required Omani
with minimum 2 years
experience in Media
house.

® Knowledge of English
both writing & speaking
preferred.
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"

Interested candidate please forward
Cv-ASamarani.0PS@ChoueiriGroup.com

URGENTLY REQUIRED

VAN SALES - 02

® Age: Minimum 35 Years
Sales Co-ordination - 01

knowledge of computers, with a valid D/L.
Age: Minimum 30 Years

Logistics Co-ordination - 01
® Location: Muscat @

We are one of the leading FMCG companies in the Sultanate of Oman and invite
applications for the following positions and locations:

® Location: Anywhere in Oman ® Experience: 3-5 years in FMCG for handling Van Sales
distribution with Valid D/L. ® Qualification: Minimum a graduate with good communication.

® [ocation: Muscat ® Experience: 5-10 years in Sales Co-ordination for handling daily
sales activities and an expert in statistical analysis, preferably in frozen & FMCG products.
® Qualification: Minimum Graduate with good knowledge and command of English & Arabic,

Experience: 5-10 years in Logistics Sales Coordination,
handling Logistics Coordinator responsibilities. This involves managing the flow of goods,
coordinating daily operations from receiving to delivery, and focusing on inventory,
transport, and distribution to ensure efficiency, cost-effectiveness, and customer
satisfaction. Responsibilities include scheduling, tracking, documentation (invoices,
manifests), communication with stakeholders, and resolving issues like delays or errors
in the supply chain. ® Qualification: Minimum Graduate with good knowledge and
command of English & Arabic, knowledge of computers. ® Age: Minimum 30 Years

Interested Candidates may send their CV to: cpcpvohra@gmail.com

LOOKING FOR
ENGINEERING
JOB ?

Send your advt. to:
amcoman@choueirigroup.com

URGENTLY REQUIRED

OPEN VACANCY
FOR:

1) Accountant (3-4 years’
experience)

2) Operation supervisor (3-4 years’
experience + HSC certified)

3) Fleet supervisor (minimum 5
years’ experience)

For interested:

careersoman90@gmail.com

LOOKING FOR
ARCHITECT JOB?

Send your advt. to:
amcoman@choueirigroup.com

PLACE
YOUR
ADVT HERE

Send your ad to: amcoman@
choueirigroup.com

JOB WANTED

DOCUMENT CONTROLLER

Experienced document controller
seeking immediate placement in Oman.
QA/QC, project coordination, skilled
in EDMS, sharepoint, Aconex, and
administrative support.

Contact: +971 585841339
Email: bajifazil@gmail.com

Senior Management Accountant/
Finance Manager
Indian male, MBA Finance, 20+ yrs Gulf
experience in Accounting, Auditing, Oman
VAT, Tax Assessment. Valid Oman Driving
License. Available immediately.

Contact: 96987261 (Oman), +917418469385 (India)
Email: nrajan19742003@gmail.com

MEDICAL

Pharmacist with 16 yrs exp. in retail &
hospital pharmacy in Muscat & India.
Previously registered with MOH, Oman
with work License, NOC with D/L,
currently in Muscat

Contact: 77336141
Email: confession.mercy @gmail.com

LOOKING FOR DRIVER JOB?

Send your advt. to:

SALES & MARKETING

Seeking a suitable position in Sales &
Marketing having 16 yrs of rich experience
in Oman and 2 yrs in Africa in the field of
Infrastructure, Construction, Building material
and Industrial products having good contacts
with clients /consultants. BE Mechanical
Engineering, PGDM in Management. Holding
Valid Omani D/L.

Contact: 94976056

BUSINESS HEAD

Accomplished Indian management
professional (Engg+MBA). Extensive
Marketing & Sales experience in consumer
durables industry. Well networked with
all channels /corporates of Oman seeking
senior management opportunities.

Contact No.: 7708 8859

GENERAL MANAGER

Dynamic professional with 16+yrs of
progressive experience in financial strategy,
consulting/ operational
excellence, and growth leadership across
Trading, Construction, RMC production, and
MNCs company. Open to strategic senior
management opportunities.
Contact: 92022786 or 97403883

Email: gm.seekers.2025@gmail.com

MANAGER

Finance and Accounts Manager
well experiened, MBA finance
with 16years experience in Oman.
Looking for senior position in
Accounts and finance.
Contact No. 95920740

Email ID: alhameed1527@gmail.com

Cleaning services & pest control specialized cleaning of buildings carpet, sofa shampooing pest control, termite treatment Painting, plumbing, electrical works
manpower supply. Glow Services Trading LLC Contact: 99844284, 99450130

JOB VACANCY JOB WANTED

ACCOUNTS/FINANCE

Accountant (immediate
joining). Must handle
accounts up to finalization.

info(@alasalaintl.com

ADMINISTRATION

Personal assistant,

strong organizational and
communication skills.
Experience is a must. info@
alasalaintl.com

SALES/MARKETING

Outdoor media salesperson,
proven experience is
essential, strong client
handling skills. info@
alasalaintl.com

JOB WANTED

ACCOUNTS/FINANCE

Cost Accountant, B.Com
with 15 yrs exp in Oman.
Can join urgently, Contact:
7733 6141

Indian (M), 28, Accountant
with overall exp. 3 yrs valid
D/L. Contact: 78624277

Indian male Accountant.10
years in muscat. D/L and
NOC available. 79774800

Sri Lankan Accountant,
reading CA. 3+yrs of
experience.

Expertise in accounting,
audit, bookkeeping, VAT,
finalization.

Contact: +968 76297279

Indian male Sr. Accountant
(M.com with Finance) 17+yrs
exp. in Oman with valid D/L.
Contact: 91314540

Seeking a job opportunity
with solid background

of finance and accounts
for more than 20 yrs of
experience in Oman.contact
92824146 / 94953826

ACCOUNTS/FINANCE

Management, accounting
operations & MIS
reporting. Seeking a
suitable managerial or
senior accounting position.
Contact: 78581435

Indian male, Bcom, MBA
finance, 14 yrs of Oman and
Indian experience, seeking
suitable jobs in accounts.
Have valid Oman D/L.
Contact:97436925. Email :
sandeep_as(@yahoo.com

B.Com, CA Articleship
completed 28yrs
experience in Muscat
Oman. Expert in book
keeping, vendor & bank
reconciliation, seeking joh.
Contact : 99072361

Accountant looking for job.
Contact: 75024166

Highly skilled chief
accountant looking for
suitable position. Contact:
79888153

Indian male, MBA, 17 years
experienced in key accounts,
project sales, business
development looking for
suitable opportunities.
Contact: 92790532

MBA Finance Senior
accountant, 13-yrs GCC
experience looking for a job
upto finalization. Contact:
98869499

Accountant available
immediate joiner, Indian
male, B.Com, 10+ yrs exp (4
yrs Oman) Expert in Tally &
Accounts Contact: 91417133

Indian male MBA, Senior
accountant, admin

having 10 yrs experience.
Contact: 95416322,

Email: aabynarayan@gmail.
com

ADMINISTRATION

Indian male, 15 yrs
experience in Oman seeks
jobb for admin, secretary or
proj-coordinator. Holding
Oman D/L M: 94019955

Indian (M) 29 yrs, MBA
graduate with 4 yrs
experience in operations,
stores management, office
administration, yard
management, accounts,
finance and graphic
designing. Looking for
suitable joh. Contact:
78439875

Indian female, M.Sc. (Com-
puter Science), overall 13+
yrs of experience in differ-
ent administrative as well
as project roles looking for
suitable placement. Contact:
79166904/97498882

Highly skilled accounting
and administrative
professional with diverse
experience in technical and
office administration roles
Contact: 90473476. Email:
kpsanjay202(@gmail.com

ARCHITECT

Architect, Interior Designer
having more than 8+ yrs of
experience with design and
engineering consultants.
Contact: 95759832, Email:
ar.ahmedfaizal(@gmail.com

IT

MCA graduate seeking a
suitable job opportunity in
Oman. Available in Muscat.
Contact: 91488059

ENGINEER

Diploma in Electrical
Engineering looking for Fire
Fighting site supervisor/
suitable job. Contact:
95933453, Email:
haquefaizan3786(@gmail.
com

ENGINEER

Experienced Biomedical
Engineers seeking
opportunities in

Oman. Presently in

Oman & available for
immediate joining. Email:
asmathalipvl(@gmail.com
Contact: +968 72031225

Project Manager (Civil)
Indian, 18 yr GCC
experience, valid D/L and
transferable visa, can join
immediately. Contact:
97723786

Project Manager Civil
seasoned professional with
strong consultancy and
construction expertise. Open
for suitable opportunities.
Contact: 93455363 |

WA +966 56 373 2589
(WhatsApp)

Software Engineer /
full-stack developer B.
Tech computer science with
experience at Google strong
in Python, Java, Go, Cloud &

Al systems. Contact: +968
91950661 | anaswer.impluse@
gmail.com

Dedicated Female Civil
Engineer specializing

in Quantity Surveying seeking
suitable career opportunities.
Mob. No. 9724774, email:
kalakalesh159(@gmail.com

Electrical engineer with
experience 19 yrs in Oman. Tel:
98148034

DRIVER

Looking for driver job 8 yrs
experience.92392272

LOGISTICS

Indian male Graduate with
25 yrs of proven experience
in Car rental, fleet
Management & logistics.
Currently seeking for
Senior/middle management
position. Contact: 92152334.

LOGISTICS

Senior Logistics
Coordinator with 8 yrs of
professional experience in
import and export clearance,
seeking career opportunities
in Oman. Contact: 97869393

MANAGER

Finance Manager, Indian
26 yrs of experience, looking
Job Change, Contact:-
98006226

Accounting Manager,
Indian (M), 43yrs, 18+ yrs in
Oman, D/L & NOC. Contact:
76432203

Indian male, MBA. 12 yrs of
experience as (branch
Manager & key accounts
executive) looking for
suitable position. Contact:
98132055

PURCHASE/

PROCUREMENT
Store Manager & Quality
Controller with 12 yrs
experience (Oman).
Diploma in Warehouse &
Procurement Management,
B.Com graduate. Skilled in
inventory, procurement,
and compliance. Seeking
a suitable position. Email:
rajeshkumarktvm@gmail.
com Ph: +968 90218550

PDO-approved professional
with MBA in Operations
Management and 20+ yrs

in oil & gas/manufacturing,
seeking senior leadership

in procurement, logistics,

or contracts. Contact:
92422764

PURCHASE/

PROCUREMENT
Store incharge/
transportation incharge/
camp boss with 3 yrs Gulf
experience with Oman
driving license. Contact:
98336406

Indian male Procurement
Executive with 11 yrs

of experience in Oman,
holding Oman D/L
available in Muscat

for immediate joining.
Contact: 92345877

Procurement Engineer
19 yrs experience
construction and trading.
whatsapp:+96895839964

SALES/MARKETING

Indian male, 15+ yrs Sales
exp. (IT/Software). Open
to Sales/BD roles in any
industry. Valid Oman D/L.
Contact: 94110178

Indian, MBA, 20yrs of
experience in Sales(FMCG/
retail) with D/L seeks
suitable placement. Contact:
95548480

Indian male, 08 yrs
experience having Oman
D/L looking for suitable
placement in Sales and
Marketing. Contact:
94566786

Indian male 30 year old,
have 8 yrs experience in
Oman as office coordinator
have valid D/L contact
95645241

B.com graduate with 2
years marketing experience
looking for a job, contact:
91447565

Indian male (35) MBA

in Oman 10 yrs exp in
marketing in FMCG, pharma
Contact - 79755795
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North Korea’s Kim
fires vice premier

PYONGYANG: North Korea’s
Kim Jong Un announced the
sacking of a vice premier dur-
ing a speech in which the top
leader called out “irresponsible,
rude and incompetent leading
officials,” the state-run Korean
Central News Agency (KCNA)
reported on Tuesday.

Vice Premier Yang Sung Ho —
who oversaw the ostracised na-
tion’s machine-building industry
— was booted out “on the spot”
for causing “unnecessary man-
made confusion,” Kim said in an
address on Monday to mark the
completion of a first-stage mod-
ernisation project at the north-
east Ryongsong Machine Com-
plex.

“Please, Comrade Vice Pre-
mier, resign by yourself when you
can do it on your own before it is
toolate,” Kim reportedly said.

During a tour of the new ma-
chine complex, Kim said that the
project had suffered “not a small
amount of economic loss” be-
cause of incompetent cadres.

He railed against officials who
for “too long been accustomed to
defeatism, irresponsibility and
passiveness”.

The North Korean leader said
he had censured Yang during a
party meeting and watched him
closely, KCNA reported.

Yang was “unfit to be entrusted
with heavy duties,” the agency
quoted Kim as saying.

“Put simply, it was like hitching
a cart to a goat — an accidental
mistake in our cadre appoint-
ment process,” Kim said.

“After all, it is an ox that pulls a
cart, not a goat.”

North Korea’s

economic woes

North Korea — one of the poor-
est countries in the world — took
a major economic hit during the
coronavirus pandemic.

In his attempts to address the
economy, Kim has at times pub-
licly scolded or dismissed his
senior officials, blaming them for
policy fiascos.

According to South Korea’s
central bank, North Korea’s econ-
omy grew 3.7 % in 2024.

However, analysts say that it
would be difficult for Pyongyang
to see rapid economic growth,
because the country’s scarce re-
sources are earmarked for weap-
ons programs, a highly central-
ized economy and long-standing
international sanctions.

In the coming weeks, North
Korea is set to hold the first con-
gress of its ruling party in five
years.

Economic policy is expected
to be high on the docket, along
with defence and military plan-
ning.

Meanwhile on Tuesday, South
Korean President Lee Jae Myung
said that there seemed to be a
loophole in Seoul’s monitoring
system to detect drones operated
by civilians flying across the bor-
der into North Korea.

Lee cautioned that such inci-
dents could fan tensions between
the two Koreas and were “akin to
starting a war.”

“It should not happen for a ci-
vilian to send a drone to North
Korea for an illegal purpose,” Lee
said at a cabinet meeting which
was televised. — ow

Northern lights dazzle
US and Europe amid
intense solar storm

A geomagnetic

storm is a major
disturbance in Earth’s
magnetic field due

to a solar storm.
Monday night’s storm
was “very rare,” US
National Oceanic

and Atmospheric
Administration said

TEXAS: An intense geomag-
netic storm triggered the possibil-
ity of northern lights being sighted
across Canada and the northern
half of the United States on Mon-
day night, along with parts of Eu-
rope, including Germany, Switzer-
landand Ukraine.

The solar storm — which is the
largest in over two decades — is
the outcome of a mass eruption of
charged particles that left the sun
on Sunday and are forecasted to
arrive Monday and Tuesday, ac-
cording to the US National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration (NOAA).

A geomagnetic storm is a major
disturbance in Earth’s magnetic
field due to a solar storm. Mon-
day night’s storm was “very rare,”
NOAA said.

The geostorm acquired G4 con-
ditions at 7:38 p.m. GMT (1938
GMT) on Monday, putting it in
the second-highest category, the
agency added.

Spaceweather,

an astronomy

platform, reported that the ejec-
tion cloud covered the distance
from the sun to the Earth in nearly
25 hours. Usually, a similar cloud
would take three to four days to

Africa’s key elections to watch in 2026

PRETORIA: As several Afri-
can countries head to the polls
in 2026, election outcomes will
directly shape leadership, policy
priorities, and democratic cred-
ibility at home, while also influ-
encing regional alliances and
global security cooperation.

DW takes a look at key votes
scheduled across Africa in 2026
and what’s at stake.

January: Benin — tensions
after a foiled coup
Parliamentary elections took
place on January 11 in Benin
against the uneasy backdrop of a
coup d’etat, which was foiled just
five weeks prior to the vote.

With military juntas also being
at the helm in two of Benin’s im-
mediate neighbors to the north,
Burkina Faso and Niger, little
to no change is expected in the
composition of the 109 seats in
the National Assembly after pro-
government parties won nearly all
of them.

Presidential  elections
scheduled for April 12.

are

January: Uganda —
contested continuity
President Yoweri Museveni man-
aged to secure a seventh term
in office, with the official result
claiming that the octogenarian
leader clinched over 71% of the
vote in Uganda. His main rival,
Bobi Wine, received about 24.7%
and rejected the outcome as
fraudulent. Museveni will now
be in charge of the country until
2031.

While election observers re-
ported no evidence of any notable
interference in the actual vote, the
country’s long history of intimida-
tion, arrests and abductions of op-
position voices has long instilled
a sense of “fear and eroded pub-
lic trust in the electoral process,”
as observed by former Nigerian
President Goodluck Jonathan,
who represented a delegation of
election observers from the Afri-
can Union (AU).

Reports of significant repres-
sion against opposition candi-
date Bob Wine amid an internet
blackout during the ballot paint a
rather troubled picture for the fu-
ture, raising questions, once more,

about the legitimacy of the vote.

March: Republic of the Con-
go — incumbent advantage
The Republic of Congo will hold
presidential elections on March
22, with longterm incumbent
leader Denis Sassou Nguesso ex-
pected to hold onto power.

Nguesso, who has been in
power since 1997, will face can-
didates from several opposition
groups. However, the US-based
think tank Freedom House says
that dissident groups face severe
repression in the country, giv-
ing the nation a remarkably low
performance score on its overall
political rights and democratic
principles.

April: Djibouti — stabil-

ity amid strategic stakes
around the Red Sea
Presidential elections are due to
be held by April 2026 in Djibouti,
with little change expected in the
country located in the Horn of Af-
rica.

The country’s 78-year-old in-
cumbent President Ismail Omar
Guelleh is running for a sixth
term.

The country’s political stabil-
ity is closely watched by many
Western and Asian powers, due
to their strategic military bases
and geopolitical location near the
Red Sea.

April & October: Cape Verde
— democratic role model

In April, parliamentary elections
are expected to be held in Cape

Verde, followed by presidential
elections in October 2026.

The small nation consisting of
ten volcanic islands in the Atlan-
tic is known for its strong demo-
cratic leadership and is ranked
the most democratic nation in Af-
rica and scores higher than many
countries worldwide.

June: Ethiopia — fragile
election environment

On June 1, Ethiopians will go to
the polls for the first time since
the end of the Tigray war between
the Tigray People’s Liberation
Front (TPLF) and the Ethiopian
National Defence Force (ENDF)
inlate 2022.

Ethiopia remains challenged by
conflict and tensions, particularly
in the Amhara and Oromia re-
gions, complicating efforts to hold
credible and inclusive elections.

August: Zambia — reforms
and continuity?
On August 12, Zambia will elect a
new president and legislature.
Electoral reforms introduced
last year expanded the National
Assembly and incorporated ele-
ments of proportional represen-
tation to enhance pluralism.
Incumbent President Hakainde
Hichilema is seeking a second
term, though observers and crit-
ics continue to debate aspects of
democratic practice under his
leadership.

November: South Africa
— local ballot as national
barometer

South Africa’s municipal elec-
tions in November 2026 will
gauge public sentiment on the
government of national unity
(GNU)under President Cyril
Ramaphosa.

The elections would be the first
local polls since the formation of
the multi-party coalition govern-
mentin 2024.

December: The Gambia —
presidential contest

The Gambia is due to hold its
presidential elections on Decem-
ber 5, with incumbent President
Adama Barrow seeking a third
term.

Barrow faces widespread dis-
approval rates nationwide, but
opposition fragmentation and
growing voter disillusionment are
likely to work to the incumbent
leader’s advantage at the polls.
Parliamentary elections are due
to follow next year.

December: South Sudan

— will it pull off its first
general election?

With a history of repeatedly de-
ferred elections, it is uncertain
whether South Sudan will hold its
first-ever general elections, which
are scheduled for December 22.

The world’s youngest is fac-
ing some of the worst economic
crises since its independence in
2011, as the ongoing civil war to
its north in Sudan continues to
block off major revenue streams,
such as the full operation of'its oil
pipelines.

The treason trial of former Vice
President and opposition figure
Riek Machar has further put a
strain on the country’s fragile
peace deal, with Machar’s sup-
porters labelling the case “politi-
cally motivated.”

Somaliland — elections
amid changing status

The autonomous region of So-
maliland is also due to hold parlia-
mentary and municipal elections
in 2026.

The territory has recently made
headlines after being recognised
as an independent state by Israel
last month, eliciting strong reac-
tions throughout the region and
beyond. — pw

make the journey.

Shawn Dahl, a service coordina-
tor at NOAA’s Space Weather Pre-
diction Centre, said that the last
solar radiation storm of this mag-
nitude hit the Earth in 2003.

Solar radiation storms can risk
affecting objects in space and sat-
ellite operations. The phenom-
enon could also cause issues with
voltage.

Where were the Northern
lights visible?

On Monday Night, the northern
lights — also known as aurora bo-
realis — graced the skies in sev-
eral parts of Germany, the German
Weather Service (DWD) said.

The storm’s strength led to the
hues of Auroras being visible as far
south as the Alps.

Meanwhile, in the US, the
NOAA said those in northern and
central states of the continental
US “can look for the aurora if at
night and should weather condi-
tions permit.”

The green, red and purple hues
of the rare lights could also be vis-
ible as far south as Alabama to
northern California, the agency
added. —ow

Australia hit by 4 shark
attacks in two days

SYDNEY: Beaches in Sydney,
Australia, remained closed indefi-
nitely on Tuesday after four shark
attacks were reported in the state
of News South Wales over a 48-
hour period.

A surfer suffered minor leg in-
juries after a shark attack Tuesday
morning on the NSW coast, sev-
eral hundred kilometres north of
Sydney.

In a separate attack on Monday
evening, another surfer suffered
serious injuries and went into
cardiac arrest at Manly Beach in
Sydney.

Earlier, a teenager was sent to
intensive care following a shark
attack inside Sydney Harbour on
Sunday.

The sharks involved haven’t yet
been identified, but experts point
to bull sharks as likely behind the
attacks

What do we know about the
latest shark attack in NSW?
In the latest attack on Tuesday
morning, a surfer was knocked off
his board by a shark in the state
of New South Wales in Australia’s
east.

The surfer was “knocked off his
board, his board has been bitten,
there were multiple sharks in the
water according to reports from
other surfers in the water,” Steven
Pearce, the head of Surf Live Sav-
ing NSW, the peak body for water
safety in the state, told Sydney’s
2GBradio.

The attack took place at Point
Plomer in Limeburners Creek Na-
tional Park, about 450 kilometres
(280 miles) north of Sydney. Point
Plomer was “known for a bit of
shark activity,” Pierce added.

The man was taken to hospital
“with minor injuries just to his
leg,” Pearce said. “I believe it’s just
grazes or minor cuts, so he’s ex-
tremely fortunate.”

This is the fourth shark attack
onthe NSW coast in 48 hours.

On Monday evening local time,
a 27-year-old man suffered seri-
ous leg injuries after being bitten
by a shark at North Steyne Beach
in Manly in Sydney’s Northern
Beaches.
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The surfer was pulled from the
water by members of the public
who commenced first aid before
the arrival of emergency services,
police said in a statement.

One eyewitness said another
surfer had kept the man alive us-
ing his surfboard’s leg rope as a
makeshift tourniquet to stem the
bleeding.

“He was breathing, but he was
unconscious, and we just ... tried to
keep him awake, as well as all the
other people around us. Everyone
was involved,” the eyewitness told
Australian broadcaster ABC.

The surfer was suffering car-
diac arrest and lost a significant
amount of blood by the time para-
medics arrived, NSW Ambulance
Christie Marks said on Tuesday.

“The patient received 13 units of
blood on the way to hospital,” she
said.

Local authorities closed a
30-kilometre stretch of coast-
line in Sydney on Tuesday and
Wednesday following the Monday
evening attack.

It’s thought a bull shark was re-
sponsible for that attack.

Young surfer has lucky es-
cape after shark bites board
Earlier on Monday, an 11-year-old
boy escaped injury after a shark re-
peatedly bit his surf board off Dee
‘Why beach, which is near Manly.

Pictures published by the Manly
Observer show a chunk of about
15 centimetres (6 inches missing
from the board. Several small bites
are also visible on the board.

He walked away from the en-
counter on Monday morning un-
harmed, Surf Live Saving NSW
said. —ow



TIMES OF OMAN WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21, 2026 ‘ BS

4

" LIFESTYLE

Malaria, dengue, Zika virus and West Nile fever are all diseases
that can be spread by mosquitoes. Hundreds of thousands

of people die from such infections every year.

t all started one day in June 2007, with
a sudden fever and severe vomiting,
said David Hancock. He should have
gone to hospital, immediately. But he
didn’t — he thought: If this is a com-
mon infection, I'll get over it.

Then he realised it wasn’t a
common infection.

But it still took 10 days for doctors
to make areliable diagnosis. During
these 10 days the then 49-year-old fell
into a coma and suffered heart failure
— multiple times. His lungs filled with
fluid, and his brain became inflamed.

“I was on the other side, with one
foot in the other world, so to speak,”
said David of the experience, when we
spoke in 2025.

David had contracted West Nile
virus from a mosquito bite on his very

own doorstep in Glendale, a city near Phoenix, in
the US state of Arizona.

A perfect pair: Mosquitoes

and West Nile fever

Unlike malaria, dengue, yellow fever or the Zika
virus, West Nile virus (WNV) is not transmitted
by invasive mosquitoes that have traveled north
from the Tropics. WNV is mainly transmitted by
native mosquitoes of the genus Culex.

But WNV does originate from the Tropics. It
was first detected in 1937 in the West Nile region
of northern Uganda and named after that place
where it was found.

Migratory birds then brought WNV to Europe
and the US, where it was first recorded in 1999.
Today, it is the main cause of mosquito-borne
diseases in the US.

Tropical WNV is transmitted by Culex pipiens,
acommon mosquito. It is a European and North
American native and a particularly good “vector”
for virus.

If, for example, a mosquito bites a bird that is
infected with WNV, and the mosquito gets infect-
ed itself, the virus will replicate in the mosquito,
and the mosquito will then pass on the virus to
another animal when it takes a blood meal. That
can be another bird or ahorse. Or ahuman, as it
was in David’s case.

WNYV infection can go unnoticed — it is an
asymptomatic infection — but an average of 1,300
people in the USA fall seriously ill with WNV
every year. And 130 of them die.

An electron microscopic image of West Nile
virus looks like a cluster of yellow-golden balls
against a purple background.

Irony of David’s fate: His brother

Bob is a mosquito researcher

In addition to fever and vomiting, David even-
tually became unable to swallow. Finally, his
wife, Teri, resolved to take him to hospital. Big
mistake.

“What we should have done is call an ambu-
lance and have them take me, so I would have
moved to the head of the triage line, but I went to
the emergency room, where I waited hours and
hours and hours to be admitted, and it almost
cost me my life,” said David.

At some point, Teri went home to feed their
dog. When she returned to the hospital, she
learned that David’s heart had stopped twice, and
that he was now on a ventilator in intensive care.

David’s fever was so high that the temperature
in the room was chilling. His doctors expected
him to die.

So, Teri got the whole family together: her par-

ents, David’s parents, and his brother Bob.

Bob Hancock is a biologist and — ironically —
has been researching the behavior of mosquitoes
for decades.

“When the news got around that David had
contracted West Nile, everyone asked: ‘Are you
sure it’s David?”” said Bob. Because, after all, it
was Bob who was always surrounded by mosqui-
toes in a South American jungle.

“I do really admire my subject,” said Bob. “I
don’t study [mosquitoes] because I want to de-
stroy them. I'm interested in them.”

Climate change: Better conditions for
mosdquitoes and viruses to thrive

Most mosquito bites are harmless. It’s only
the clinical cases that get counted — “that is,
when someone has to go to the doctor or hospi-
tal,” said Bob — or if an infection becomes
fatal. Those are the cases we know about. The
number of unreported cases — of those people
who become infected without realising it — is
probably quite high. Those cases don’t get
recorded.

But the dangers of infection are very real. Da-
vid’s illness was a traumatic experience both for
both him and his wife, Teri. Teri still cries when
she recalls the days she thought her husband was
about to die.

Bob’s life also changed after his brother’s ill-
ness.

“I'would have been happy, just to be this fun-
loving mosquito lover, who was only interested
in jungle mosquitoes that fly around and do cool
things,” he said.

But since his brother’s infection, Bob’s in-
terests have turned to mosquito-borne disease
transmission. “I've matured into the medical
entomologist I am today,” he told DW.

These days, Bob keeps a close eye on develop-
ments in the US. Climate change is providing
tropical mosquitoes and viruses with ever better
living conditions in northern climes now.

For instance, it will have taken 10 years for
the Aedes species of mosquito to migrate from
Southern California to San Francisco — a dis-
tance of about 643 kilometres (400 miles).

Aedes mosquitoes, which originally come from
the tropics, are potent carriers of disease, includ-
ing dengue, yellow fever and Zika.

“There’s no reason for us to believe that the
mosquitoes are going to come and the disease is
not,” said Bob.

Mosquitoes are not
dangerous, viruses are
David’s life has changed since his infection.

When he woke up from his coma, he could
neither breathe nor speak on his own. He was
emaciated and couldn’t walk. It took him nine
months before he could walk again. He is still un-
able to swallow without help.

Teri says David has become introverted, unlike
the man she married. He is different. They as-
sume the virus left damage in David’s brain.

But one thing hasn’t changed: David still gets
bitten by mosquitoes. The only thing that helps is
mosquito spray, and lots of it.

“I absolutely hate [mosquitoes],” said David.
And Teri hates them, too. Who can blame the
couple?

And what about Bobh?

“I still love mosquitoes. They're just trying to
get ameal and raise a family,” he said. “I do hate
the virus, though. I mean, I could hate the birds,
too, right? Because the mosquito that gave it to
my brother got it from abird.” -ow
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Defending champions Sinner,

The Italian reigning
champion will face
Australian James
Duckworth for a place
in the third round

MELBOURNE: Defending Aus-
tralian Open champions Jannik
Sinner and Madison Keys ad-
vanced in contrasting styles Mel-
bourne on Tuesday. Men’s world
No. 2 Sinner advanced to the sec-
ond round after his French op-
ponent Hugo Gaston retired after
two sets while trailing 6-2 6-1.
Gaston was in tears after he told
Sinner he could not continue, with
the Italian second seed consoling
him. Sinner, who will next face
Australian James Duckworth for a
place in the third round, said: “I've
put in many, many long days in the

Indonesian Tjen create

MELBOURNE: Janice Tjen
called it “special” after she pulled
off an upset to become the first
Indonesian to win a match at the
Australian Open in 28 years on
Tuesday.

Unseeded Tjen stunned Cana-
dian 22nd seed Leylah Fernandez
6-2,'7-6(1) to surge into the second
round in Melbourne and add to her
growing list of milestones.

Tjen, who this time last year was
ranked 413 but is now the world
No.59, is the first Indonesian to
win a match at the major since
Yayuk Basuki in 1998.

“I'm very happy to be a part
of history and be able to get a
win here for Indonesia,” said the
23-year-old. “It was special, es-
pecially being able to do it in front
of my family here and there were
a lot of Indonesians, and my close
friends are also here.”

Asked how her life had changed
off court since a breakthrough in
2025, she said: “I get recognised a
little bit here and there and I think
it’s nice, it’s a nice feeling to be rec-
ognised.”

In front of the vocal Indonesia
fans, Tjen made a lightning start,

off-season trying to become a bet-
ter tennis player.

“But at the end of the day the
most important part is to go on
court and to enjoy, no? It’s very
special to start the season in a
night-session match here in a
Grand Slam, the packed stadium,
just trying to do your best.”

Sinner spent just one hour and
eight minutes on Rod Laver Arena.
In the second round, he will take
on Australia’s James Duckworth,
who beat Croatian starlet Dino
Prizmic 7-6(4), 3-6,1-6,7-5, 6-3.

Keys’ Australian Open women’s
singles title defence threatened to
turn into a nightmare as she found
herself 4-0 down in the first set be-
fore recovering to win.

The American claimed a long-
sought-after maiden Grand Slam
victory here 12 months ago, beat-
ing Iga Swiatek and Aryna Sa-
balenka on Rod Laver Arena, but
returning to the same court against
Ukrainian debutante Oleksandra
Oliynykova threatened to exit.

Keys lost the opening four
games, clawed her way back to a
tie-break and had to save two set

sealing the first set in 36 minutes
to leave her higher-ranked oppo-
nent from Canada reeling.

Tjen’s career
took off in 2025
She pulled off another surprise in
upsetting Russian 24th seed Ve-
ronika Kudermetova as a qualifier
atthe U.S. Open.

In New York, she was the first
Indonesian to play in the main
singles draw of a Grand Slam since

points before finally relaxing and
pulling away to win 7-6 (8-6) 6-1.

“The moment they say, ‘Ready,
play’, it kind of all hits you in a way
that I don’t think you can ever re-
ally explain to someone,” said a re-
lieved Keys afterwards.

“But, as nerve-racking and as
stressful as that can be, I'm still
reminding myself of just how few
people get to be in that moment,
and being able to walk out today
and have the crowd be as welcom-
ing as they were, I'll take the stress
any day.”

Although she could not pull off
the upset, it was a moment of im-
mense pride for 25-year-old Oli-
ynykova, who made her mark for
more than just her temporary fa-
cial tattoos.

She has risen rapidly up the
rankings and revealed she takes
inspiration from her father, who
is fighting for Ukraine in the coun-
try’s war with Russia.

“I’'m so proud of him,” she said.
“Actually, this is something that is
keeping me motivated even more.
After he joined the military, I did
progress for over 200 (ranking)

2004. The Jakarta native lifted the
title in Chennai last year - the first
Indonesian to win a WTA Tour
singles crown since 2002.

Reflecting on the support in
Melbourne of Indonesia fans wav-
ing their red and white flag and
chanting, Tjen said: “It’s some-
thing special and feels a little bit
like home.

“Knowing that a lot of Indone-
sians came out to support me to-
day means alot.” - agencies

positions, because I know it was
his dream to see me on this court.”

Unlike most of her compatriots,
Oliynykova still lives and trains in
Ukraine, with all the dangers that
currently brings.

“During the preparations, I was
hearing the explosions,” she said.
“There was a couple of massive
attacks the last night I spent in
Ukraine before the trip here.

Also on Tuesday, four-time
Grand Slam champion Naomi
Osaka of Japan survived a poten-
tial first-round exit.

The two-time Australian Open
champion didn’t make it easy for
herself at all as she struggled to
overcome a gritty Croatian Anto-
nia Ruzic, winning 6-3, 3-6, 6-4.

After the match, Osaka said:
“This is one of my favourite tour-
naments and just to start the year
off, it makes me very happy. I'm
so grateful you [the crowd] stuck
it out because we were the second
night match and I hope you en-
joyed the match. I think I served
pretty well. She is an amazing play-
er, I've never played her before and
if we meet again I am pretty sure

to leave Melbou;

MELBOURNE: Casper Ruud is
targeting a fourth Grand Slam fi-
nal at the Australian Open, but he
is ready to pull the pin and make
a mad dash home if he gets a call
from his heavily pregnant wife.

The 12th-seeded Norwegian
is into the second round at Mel-
bourne Park but admits his focus
is not entirely on the tournament.

Wife Maria is expecting their
first child any day and he is pre-
pared to drop everything to be
with her for the birth.

“I have to thank Maria for let-
ting me go in the first place. I
know she’s at home resting, get-
ting ready,” said Ruud, who has
made finals twice at the French
Open and once at the US Open.

“Except for when I'm playing a
match, the ringer (on my phone)
is on all hours of the day just in
case. “If she goes into labour I
probably won’t be here the next
day,” he added.

“But that’s the way it goes.
There’s more to life than just ten-

we will keep playing some really
great matches.”

Former finalist Elena Rybakina
warned on Tuesday that if her
serve was firing, she would be a
threat at the Australian Open, af-
ter reinforcing her title credentials
with a comfortable first-round vic-
tory.

The fifth seed, who lost the 2023
final in three tough sets to Aryna
Sabalenka, sent Slovenia’s Kaja
Juvan packing 6-4, 6-3 with her
serve proving a potent weapon.

Rybakina, who won Wimbledon
in 2022, faces France’s Varvara
Gracheva next.

Great Britain’s Katie Boulter ex-
ited the Australian Open after be-
ing outclassed by Belinda Bencic
in a straight-set first-round loss.

Bencic, a two-time major semi-
finalist, completed a 6-0, 7-5 win
and will meet Australia’s Daria Ka-
satkina or Czech teenager Nikola
Bartunkova next.

Shelton overpowers
Humbert

Eighth seed Ben Shelton of USA
relied on his power and tiebreak

Keys advance in Melbourne
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prowess to beat Frenchman Ugo
Humbert 6-3, 7-6(2), 7-6(5) in an
engrossing battle of lefthanders
at Rod Laver Arena on Tuesday to
reach the second round.

Roger Federer said before the
Australian Open that the “sky’s
the limit” for exciting Brazilian
teenager Joao Fonseca, but he was
brought back to earth on Tuesday
with a first-round exit.

The 28th seed, who won titles in
Basel and Buenos Aires last season
to signal his potential, crashed out
6-4, 2-6, 6-1, 6-2 after struggling
physically against American Eliot
Spizzirri. The 19-year-old has been
dealing with a back issue, which
forced him to pull out of warm-up
events in Brisbane and Adelaide.

“I don’t regret a thing,” he said of
coming to Melbourne despite not
being fully fit.

“I wasn’t playing 100 percent,
but at the same time it gives me
maturity to keep going, to under-
stand my body, to understand my
limits.

“Hopefully I'm still young and
I'm still getting experience from
that.” - Agencies

shistory Father-to-be Ruud ready
- e early

nis, but I'm going to be here for as
long as I can and as long as Maria
lets me.”

Ruud has travelled with his
family for years, and his father
Christian, a former player, is his
coach. “I know for a fact that if
everything goes well, the next
time I'll leave my house I will have
another person at home,” Ruud
told the ATP Tour website.

“She’ll be very little and small,
but she’ll be there, and I hope to
bring her and my wife Maria to
the tournaments together and be
ahappy family travelling around.

“I'm not just doing this for my-
self any more. I have someone ex-
trato play for.”

Former world No.2 Ruud plays
Spain’s Jaume Munar in the sec-
ond round. - Agencies

Man City signs Crystal Senegal, Morocco achieve new highs in latest FIFA rankings
Palace defender Guehi

LONDON: Manchester City on
Monday announced the signing
of Crystal Palace defender Marc
Guehi on a five-and-a-half-year
deal. The club took to social me-
dia to confirm the signing with
the defender putting pen to paper
until June 2031. The England de-
fender, 25, captained Palace to FA
Cup success in May against City
and has won 26 England caps.
City boss Pep Guardiola, whose
team is second in the Premier

League, seven points behind Ar-
senal, said the team was desper-
ately short of defensive options.

“Without John (Stones), with-
out Ruben (Dias), without Josko
(Gvardiol), we are in a difficult
situation for not one game but
a long, long period,” he said be-
fore the arrival of Guehi was an-
nounced.

“It’s a difficult situation. Ru-
ben will be back soon. Josko, no.
John, hopefully we'll see.” - Agencies

LONDON: After their second ti-
tle in the last three editions of the
African Cup of Nations (AFCON),
Senegal have moved up seven
spots to reach their FIFA highest-
ever ranking of 12th on Monday.

Morocco have also achieved
their highest FIFA men’s world
ranking, rising to eighth, despite
losing the final to Senegal. Mo-
rocco moved up three spots in the
January ranking. The 2022 World
Cup semifinalist’s previous best
was 10th in April 1998.

The highest ranking achieved by
an African team was Nigeria’s fifth

in April 1994, while Egypt posted
the best ranking among Arab na-
tions when they reached ninth in
July 2010. Senegal moved up seven
spots to reach their highest-ever
ranking. Their previous best was
17th, achieved in 2024.

Egypt, who reached AFCON
semifinals, climbed four places to
31st, three spots behind Algeria.

European champion Spain
kept top spot, ahead of Argentina.
France are third, followed by Eng-
land, Brazil, Portugal and the Neth-
erlands, with no change in the rank-
ing of the top seven teams. - agencies
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Kuwait’s Al Kandari strikes gold

160 bowlers from 19
countries took part

in the Muscat Nights
International Bowling
Championship at the
Seeb Bowling Centre

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Kuwait’s Nasser Al
Kandari delivered a masterclass in
composure and consistency to win
the Muscat Nights International
Open Bowling Championship,
clinching the title after a high-
quality stepladder final at the Seeb
Bowling Centre on Monday night.
Al Kandari emerged on top of a
strong field of 160 bowlers from 19
countries, confirming his status as
one of the region’s elite performers
in a tournament marked by tight
margins, demanding lane condi-
tions and sustained pressure.
After advancing as the top
qualifier from the semifinals, Al

Kandari faced Britain’s Ben Rob-
inson in the championship match.

Showing excellent lane man-
agement and shot execution, the
Kuwaiti star closed out the final in
style, rolling a superb 245 to Rob-
inson’s 217 to secure the title.

The stepladder finals provided
intense competition through-
out. Finland’s Tommi Kihok pro-
gressed from the single-game play-
off with 224 pins, while Oman’s
defending champion Musab Al
Adawi finished fourth overall after
scoring 210. Malaysia’s Moham-
mad Syazlur placed fifth with 219.

In the semifinal, Robinson pro-
duced a strong performance to de-

Owen to leave role as
Mercedes chief designer

LONDON: Mercedes chief de-
signer John Owen is to leave the
team later this year.

The 52-year-old has been with
the team since 2007, when it was
Honda, and been a key figure in
championships won under the
name Brawn in 2009 and Mer-
cedes from 2010.

The team won the drivers’ and
constructors’ titles as Brawn and
then seven drivers’ and eight con-
structors’ championships as Mer-
cedes from 2014-21.

A Mercedes statement said
Owen would leave “after assuring

the transition to his successor”
and then have a period of garden-
ing leave.

There was no information on
what his next career step might be.

Engineering director Giacomo
Tortorawill become director of car
design, a group overseen by deputy
technical director Simone Resta,
the team said.

Owen worked at the Swiss Sau-
ber team, where he became senior
aerodynamicist in 2004 before his
move to Honda. He started his ca-
reer at the now-defunct racing-car
manufacturer Reynard. - agencies

India’s Chrabortv wins blitz tit

Times News Service

MUSCAT: India’'s Mayank
Chakraborty emerged victorious
at the Muscat Nights Interna-
tional Blitz Chess Championship
on Monday, outpacing a fiercely
competitive field to claim the ti-
tle with 10 points in a high-speed,
11-round showdown.

In a tournament where every
second mattered, Chakraborty’s
calm under pressure and light-
ning-quick calculation proved
decisive.

“Blitz is about focus, speed, and
staying calm even when the clock
is running down,” Chakraborty
said after the win.

“I tried to stay consistent, take
calculated risks, and capitalize on
opportunities - and it paid off.”

Trailing closely behind were
Egypt’s Adham Fawzy and India’s

bl g
g

Pranesh M, each scoring 9 points,
while Iran’s Radin Yadegar also
tallied 9 points. Tie-breaks ul-
timately separated the top four,
underscoring how every move
and every second counted in this

feat Kihok 238-217, setting up the
decisive clash with Al Kandari.

“I am very happy with this tri-
umph. It is the result of continu-
ous effort and teamwork under the
guidance of the technical staff,” said
Al Kandari. “The tournament was
organised to a very high standard
and the competition was extremely
strong. This victory gives me a big
motivational boost ahead of the
‘World Championship in June.”

Robinson, competing in Muscat
for the first time, praised both the
event and the competitive atmos-
phere. “This was a very well-run
tournament with tough condi-
tions that really tested our game,”

he said. “I enjoyed my time here
and hope to return next year. My
next stop will be an international
event in the United States.” Omani
bowler Al Adawi highlighted the
value of such international expo-
sure. “This championship featured
elite-level competition and differ-
ent lane conditions, which are im-
portant for developing experience
and confidence,” he said.

Al Kandari claimed the top prize
of OMR 8,500, while Robinson
earned OMR 4,300 for second
place. Third-placed Tommi Kihok
received OMR 3,000, with prize
money awarded to all bowlers fin-
ishing inside the top 32 from a to-
tal prize fund of OMRS30,000.

The championship, organised
by the Oman Bowling Committee
in cooperation with Muscat Mu-
nicipality and conducted under
International Bowling Federation
and Asian Bowling Federation
regulations, concluded under the
patronage of Basil bin Ahmed Al
Rawas, Undersecretary of the
Ministry of Culture, Sports and
Youth for Sports and Youth Affairs,
and in presence of Eng. Ahmed bin
Said al Amri, Chairman of Mus-
cat Municipality, and Sheikh Said
bin Rashid al Qatabi, Chairman of
Oman Bowling Committee (OBC),
alongside bowling enthusiasts.

razor-thin race for the title.

Fawzy secured second place
while Pranesh M finished third
and Yadegar followed in fourth
spot. The middle of the pack was
no less intense. India’s Iniyan
Pa claimed fifth with 8.5 points,
followed by Iran’s Poormosavi,
Seyed Kian and Samimi, Armin,
also on 8.5 points. In positions
eight through eleven, Turkey’s
Umut Ata Akbas, Russia’s Matfey
Rogov, Iran’s Koorosh Biglari-
fard, and Syria’s Talab Rami all
finished on 8 points, demonstrat-
ing the high level of competition
and tight margins throughout the
standings.

Khalid Al Malki, a board mem-
ber of the Oman Chess Commit-
tee, described it as “a tourna-
ment that tested not only skill
but nerves, precision, and tactical
awareness under extreme time

pressure.” Al Malki highlighted
the rapid growth of the Mus-
cat Nights International Chess
Championship.

“From 200 players represent-
ing 26 countries last year, we've
grown to approximately 270 play-
ers from 35 nations this year,” he
said.

“This shows the increasing in-
ternational confidence in Oman
as a competitive chess hub.”

Players and spectators alike
praised the tournament’s organi-
sation and smooth execution.

“The level of discipline, the
pace of the rounds, and the overall
professionalism have been out-
standing,” Al Malki added.

“The feedback from delegations
and participants has been over-
whelmingly positive, which is
incredibly encouraging for future
editions.”

Haas unvell first car of Formula One’s radical 2026 era

LONDON: Haas have become the
first team to reveal the look of their
new Formula 1 car for a season in
which the sport is introducing its
biggest rule change for decades.

Digital renders of the new Haas
VF26 were released on Monday,
showing a number of features of
the new 2026 cars.

These are smaller and narrower
than the previous designs and are
constructed to rules with a differ-
ent aerodynamic philosophy.

The most obvious changes on
the Haas are the narrower front
wing and fin on the engine cover.

The car produced by the new
Cadillac team which ran for the
first time at Silverstone on Friday
in a private test also featured an
engine-cover fin.

Cadillac released photographs
of their car running on track, but
these were deliberately framed so
as not to reveal too much about the
car, either shot from a distance or
in a blurred panning shot.

Red Bull launched their new
engine partnership with Ford in
Detroit on Thursday but the car
on display there in the team’s new
livery was a show car that bore al-
most no resemblance to their 2026
car. The new rules for 2026 change
both the cars and power-units
(PU). The engines remain 1.6-litre
V6 turbo hybrids, but the electri-

cal components of the engine now
have a much greater importance in
overall performance, with signifi-
cantly increased energy manage-
ment around a lap and over a race,
and the engines must run on fully
sustainable fuel produced from
either waste biomass or industrial
synthetic processes.

The teams will reveal their
cars individually in a series of on-

line launches over the next three
weeks, before the first public pre-
season test in Bahrain from 11-13
February, which is followed by a
second on 18-20 February.

There is a first test in Barcelona
in the last week of January but this
is private, with no independent
media allowed.

The first race of the season is
the Australian Grand Prix in Mel-

bourne on 6-8 March.

Team principal Ayao Komatsu
said the extent of the regulation
changes was a major challenge for
Haas as F1’s smallest team.

“I don’t think any team, even the
biggest, is going to say they’re fully
equipped to tackle this. However,
for us, the challenge is bigger,” he
said.

“There’s going to be huge varia-

tion between teams because of two
elements. “First is the PU, with
the teams using the same provider
presumably bunched up, so Mer-
cedes providing four teams, Fer-
rari providing three, Red Bull two,
Audi and Honda providing one.

“Then on the aerodynamic side,
it’s completely open, and develop-
ment will happen fast.

“A pecking order may get estab-

lished in the first four races pretty
quickly, but I think it’s going to be
a very dynamic season. What you
see in race one and race two, I ex-
pect will be totally different when
we come to the final races of the
year.”

Komatsu said working out the
complexities of energy manage-
ment would be a large focus of the
first weeks of work.

The car’s revised livery is a re-
flection of Haas’ enhanced rela-
tionship with Japanese car giant
Toyota, whose corporate colours
of white and red predominate in
the design.

British driver Oliver Bearman,
who partners Frenchman Esteban
Ocon again for his second season
in F1, said: “Ifeel these changes are
the biggest in the history of For-
mula 1, so with that is a huge deal
of excitement for me.

“It’s impossible to gauge where
were going to be right now. Eve-
rything I'm seeing from the team
is positive, but we don’t know how
we stack up, and we won’t know
until qualifying in Australia. “Even
then, I feel like in the first few
races reliability is going to be play-
ing a big factor. There are going to
be teams and people making mis-
takes with these new regulations.
It’s going to be tough to establish a
true pecking order.” - agencies
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‘Sentimental Value’

The quietly devastating Norwegian melodrama won the so-called “big

five,” taking best film, best director for Trier, both best acting honours

— for Stellan Skarsgard and Renate Reinsve, for playing an estranged

father and daughter — as well best screenplay and best score
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oachim Trier's
"Sentimental Val-
ue,” probably the
most spectacularly
European film of
the past year, has,
quite appropri-
ately, swept the 38th European
Film Awards (EFA), held in Berlin
recently.

The quietly devastating Norwe-
gian melodrama won the so-called
"big five,” taking best film, best di-
rector for Trier, both best acting
honours — for Stellan Skarsgard
and Renate Reinsve, for playing
an estranged father and daughter
— as well best screenplay and best
score.

Joachim Trier (I) and script
co-author Eskil Vogt winning the
best script award at the European
Film AwardsJoachim Trier (1) and
script co-author Eskil Vogt win-
ning the best script award at the
European Film Awards

Skarsgard plays Gustav Borg,
an aging, once-great film director
who left his wife and two children
in pursuit of artistic glory. Return-
ing home, he tries to reconnect.
But he has an ulterior motive.

His oldest daughter, Nora (Rein-
sve), is now a famous actress. He's
written a script for her and hopes
her fame will help get the movie
financed.

He based her character on his
own mother, who committed sui-
cide when he was a child. Nora
herself'is severely depressed.

Gustav and Nora barely talk —
she’s never forgiven him for walk-
ing out on the family — but they are
both artists. Gustav hopes art and
cinema can help them connect. No
spoilers except to say it doesn’t go
as planned.

A love letter to European
film history

Critics have compared the movie
to the work of Ingmar Bergman
and Federico Fellini.

Put "Sentimental Value” on a
shelf next to the films of those Eu-
ropean masters, and it wouldn't
look out of place.

Visually, Trier evokes the his-
tory of cinema. Flashback scenes
tracing the history of the Borg fam-
ily are shot using old lenses and
film stock; 16 mm, hand-cranked
black-and-white footage for 1920s
scenes gives way to the hand-
held jitters of New Hollywood for
the 1970s before moving in later
scenes to the lush painterly gloss
of 90s prestige movies.

It's easy to understand why the
5,400 members of the European
Film Academy went mad for the
movie.

Trier's film is superb on all

i

levels; technically and artisti-
cally the work of a director in
full control of his talents. And
this movie feels "European” to
its core. No one would mistake it

sweeps European
Film Awards

for a Hollywood studio produc-
tion. The work explores issues of
European history and art, ground-
ed in subtly emotional perfor-
mances that leave space for inter-

B

pretation and mystery.

A publicity boost ahead
of Oscar season
By backing "Sentimental Value,”

the European Film Awards also
hope the film will play a bigger role
in the international awards con-
versation.

Traditionally, the FEuropean
awards have been held in Decem-
ber. Coming months after the Os-
cars, the EFAs felt like something
of an afterthought. By shifting the
event to January, smack in the mid-
dle of "awards season” (a week after
the Golden Globes, a week before
the Oscar nominations), the Euro-
pean Film Academy is looking to
boost the buzz for its favored films.

"Sentimental Value” is already
an Oscar frontrunner. A nomina-
tion for best international feature
looks alock.

Many pundits are predicting
acting nominations for Skarsgard
and Reinsve (Skarsgard is running
in the best supporting actor cat-
egory, which he won at the Golden
Globes). Abest picture nomination
is a strong possibility. By anointing
its champion before the Oscars,
the European Film Academy gets
bragging rights should Trier go all
the way.

So it makes perfect sense that
the Academy picked "Sentimental
Value.” But by going all in on Trier,
they did miss an opportunity to
recognise the full breadth and va-
riety of European cinema fromlast
year.

'Sirat": Oliver Laxe's

desert odyssey

The Academy appeared to ac-
knowledge this with its crafts
wins, with five trophies — cin-
ematography, editing, production,
sound design and best casting —
for ”"Sirat,” a mind-bending surreal
road movie from Spanish director
Oliver Laxe.

Spain’s Oscar contender, the
film defies genre categories. It
starts at an underground rave in
the middle of the Moroccan desert.

A father and son arrive, look-
ing for their daughter/sister. Then
the military show up. Something
has happened — a new world war,
an environmental collapse, we
are never told — and "Sirat” takes
a sharp turn into dystopian terri-
tory.

The father and his son join a
group of raver nomads on a road
trip through the wastelands. But
Laxe isn't through surprising us.
"Sirat” takes several shocking
twists, changing not just the story
but the film’s genre conventions, to
end in a place we could have never
imagined. - ow
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