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Despite scepticism and concerns
over the side effects of COVID-
19 vaccines, vaccination centres
in Muscat have been seeing large
turnouts of individuals of target
groups. Huge crowds continue to
build up outside vaccination cen-
tres which has left many asking
for a quick solution as the num-
bers swell in soaring tempera-
tures awaiting their turn to be
immunised. 

The Ministry of Health (MoH)
is continuing a nationwide vacci-
nation campaign for the second
dose of some target groups as
well as the first dose for govern-
ment employees.  Muscat Daily
witnessed a good turnout of peo-
ple awaiting their turn in the vac-
cination centres in Muscat - a

good sign of vaccine acceptance
- but also an indication of the ur-
gent need for proper conduct of
the immunisation drive in the
country.

“As the country tries to vacci-
nate the maximum number of
people, it’s important to use the
available data of all those willing
to be vaccinated, and contact
those specifically interested and
schedule appointments. The
best solution to avoid crowds is
to create a platform for people,
and they will be able to find suit-
able slots - locations, date and
time - and proceed accordingly,”
Khalid al Taie, a self-employed

entrepreneur, told Muscat Daily.
“That said, people working in

companies have proved that
such a process succeeds. Vacci-
nation centres can open every-
where, not just health centres. It

can be at SQU for students and
faculty, and shopping malls for
visitors and employees,” he
added.

Taie believes the government
can conduct the immunisation

campaign for Omani citizens
without engaging private hospi-
tals. “We are in a pandemic; we
will need to work extra hours to
fight the coronavirus. Clearly, it is
not enough to work until

lunchtime to vaccinate people.
We can always extend hours
until evening. We can work on
the weekends; volunteers are
here to help and everyone else is
willing to help,” he said.

Those concerned about the
situation have raised questions
about the planning behind the
vaccination drive given the fact
that there was ample time to
plan. Hanan Askalan, managing
partner at iAngelME, an early

stage tech investments and ad-
visory firm, asked, “How will we

meet our vaccination targets if
key centres, such as Bausher
stadium, run out of vaccines by

1.15pm instead of operating until
late? By now we should have al-
ready prepared for 12-15 hours
daily in all public health centres.
We had time to prepare.”

Continued on page 04

Call for streamlining vaccination centres
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A N  A P E X  M E D I A  P U B L I C A T I O N Wear a mask...  always!

Muscat - The Ministry of Health (MoH) on
Wednesday reported 2,142 new cases of COVID-
19 and 26 related deaths. With this, the total num-
ber of cases in Oman has reached 240,708,
including 2,591 deaths.

In a clear indication of rising infections, recov-
ery rate has been decreasing and as of Wednes-

day, it was 88.4 per cent. ‘On Wednesday, 744 in-
dividuals recovered taking the total number of re-
coveries to 212,808,’ an MoH statement said.

Eighty-seven people were admitted
to hospitals on Wednesday, ac-
counting for a total of 1,282 inpa-
tients, including 383 in ICUs. 

Daily count crosses 2,000 mark again

Situation prompts
questions about 
the planning 
behind the 
ongoing 
Covid-19
immunisation
campaign

How will we meet
our vaccination 
targets if key 
centres run out 
of vaccines by
1.15pm?
Hanan askalan deaths

26

(Muscat Daily)
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34 flights brought
141 passengers from
india in a week: caa

Education, economy ministries
focus on strategic policies

2020 census
data shows
42,304 people
with disabilities
Our Correspondent
Muscat

In 2020, there were 42,304 citi-
zens with disabilities, 1.55 per
cent of the total population, 
according to the Electronic Cen-
sus data.

The average rate of persons
with disabilities was about 15.5
per thousand of the Omani pop-
ulation - the highest rate found
to be in Dhahirah governorate
(18.5 per thousand), and the
lowest in Al Wusta at 10.1 per
thousand, according to the Na-
tional Centre for Statistics and
Information (NCSI). 

About 36.6 per cent of people
with disabilities lived in several
wilayats, including Seeb, Sohar,
Suwaiq, Ibri, Saham, and Rustaq.

Hearing disability is the most
common in all governorates, ex-
cept for Dhofar, where physical
disability topped with 31.4 per
cent of the people with disabili-
ties in the governorate.

The data of the eCensus 2020
also indicated hearing disability
as the highest among all age
groups except for the youngest
group of ten years, and the cate-
gory (40-44) years, while phys-
ical disability constituted the
largest number in the two cate-
gories. Autism spectrum disor-
der came in the lower age groups
from 20 years old, at a rate of 95
per cent.

Sayyid Shihab receiveS Saudi ambaSSador

H H Sayyid Shihab bin Tarik al Said, Deputy Prime Minister for Defence Affairs, received H E Abdullah Saud al Anzi, Ambassador of Saudi Arabia

appointed to the sultanate, in the former’s office at Al Murtafaa Camp on Wednesday. The meeting reviewed the fraternal relations between the

two countries. The two sides also exchanged views on matters of common interest (ONA)

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Civil Aviation Authority
(CAA) on Wednesday said that
flights between Oman and India
are operating in accordance with
the decisions of the Supreme
Committee on COVID-19. 

The authority said that 34
flights were operated to ferry 141
passengers from India to Oman
from June 7 to 13, flying in people
exempted from the travel ban. 

A statement issued by the
CAA said, ‘The flights are oper-
ated for the purpose of allowing
Indian nationals to return to their
home country, shipping health
supplies, goods and essential
merchandise and facilitating the
return of citizens, diplomats and
health workers from India to the
sultanate.’

The competent authorities in
the sultanate, represented by the
CAA, the Royal Oman Police and
the Ministry of Health, are keep-

ing an eye on the small number
of in-coming travellers, including
healthcare workers and diplo-
mats, it said. 

‘They must undergo tests be-
fore travelling and upon their ar-
rivals in the sultanate, in addition
to quarantine as per the regula-
tions. Tests are conducted for
the third time on the last day of
the quarantine period.’

The CAA added that Oman
Air operated 14 flights to bring in
58 passengers - 14 citizens and

44 expatriates - on an average of
five passengers (from exempted
categories) per flight from June 7
to June 13. 

SalamAir operated one flight
with two Omanis. Air India oper-
ated eight flights with a total of
34 passengers - one citizen and
33 expatriates - on an average of
less than five passengers per
flight, while Air India Express op-
erated 11 flights with 47 passen-
gers, including two citizens and
45 expatriates. 

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The special amnesty programme
announced by the government
for expatriates residing in Oman
even after the expiry of their res-
idence cards has been extended
until August 31 to leave the coun-
try without facing any punitive

action.
The scheme first announced

on November 15 last year was to
expire on December 31, 2020. It
was then extended till March 31
this year and till June 30 in a sub-
sequent extension. 

This period allows all undocu-
mented workers living in Oman
to exit the country without any

fine or legal implications. The
Ministry of Labour has urged all
who have not registered to come
forward and register online and
to make use of the scheme.

All undocumented workers
and overstaying visitors can reg-
ister at the ministry’s website
http://www.mol.gov.om or
through Sanad Offices.

‘Committed’ Chedi Muscat hotel reopens

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Education (MoE)
affirmed its preparedness to put
into action the Royal Directives
of His Majesty Sultan Haitham
bin Tarik on upgrading technical
and vocational education in the
post-basic education stage.

The ministry on Wednesday
said it valued the Royal Directives
which reflect His Majesty the Sul-
tan’s personal attention to im-
prove the quality of education at
all levels and harmonise its out-
comes with labour market needs.

Hailing the Royal Directives
on employment of Omani job-
seekers, the Ministry of Economy
released a statement on pro-
posed policies and procedures to
achieve the strategic objectives
of labour market.

uAdopting clear labour poli-
cies that focus on productiv-
ity and efficiency. Attract
talents through lucrative
benefits, flexible employ-
ment terms and through
policies on ease of doing
business that enable knowl-
edge transfer to 
Omanis

u In partnership with the pri-
vate sector create training
and employment pro-
grammes that are aligned
with international best prac-
tices and meet the current
and future needs of this vital
sector, especially in technol-
ogy-intensive industries 

uDeveloping legislation that
protect worker’ rights, nar-
row the wage gap between
the government and private
sectors, promote a perform-
ance based culture through
incentives and ensure a ro-
bust social and health pro-
tection systems

uLaunch more on-the-job
training and self-employ-
ment programmes, and sup-
port entrepreneurship and
innovative initiatives. De-
velop a mechanism for in-
creased coordination
between small and large en-
terprises to ensure SMEs
participation in the chain

Steps that need to be taken

Muscat - The Chedi Muscat
hotel with the guidance of the
Ministry of Health and the Min-
istry of Heritage and Tourism it
reopened on Tuesday and is wel-
coming back guests with rein-
forced safety measures.

“We remain committed to de-
livering a safe environment with
maximum hygiene standards to
protect our guests and team
members,” said Thomas Guss,
general manager of the hotel. 

The Ministry of Heritage and
Tourism earlier announced the
closure of the hotel ‘for an ap-
proved time period’ for failing to
comply with the COVID-19 reg-
ulations. “The health and safety
of our guests and colleagues is
the number one priority. We
have strengthened our existing
safety measures and are looking
forward to welcoming back
guests and creating unforget-
table experiences,” Guss added.

All employees at the hotel
have undergone PCR tests and
are currently in the process of
being vaccinated, the hotel said. 

‘Special leave has also been
granted to all pregnant employ-
ees until their delivery to ensure
the safety of them and their ba-
bies,’ it said.

The hotel has implemented
full-scale enhancements to its
'already robust procedures' to
protect all colleagues and guests.

The Ministry of
Labour has urged
all who have not
registered to come
forward and make
use of the scheme

Expat exit scheme extended to August 31: MoL
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Temperature records for the
year are breaking with each
passing day. After Qarn Alam in
Dakhliyah governorate wit-
nessed 50.3°C on Monday, a
new high of 50.5°C was
recorded in Bidiyah in North
Sharqiyah on Tuesday. 

Mudhaibi in North Sharqiyah
and Mahout in Al Wusta saw the
mercury touching 50°C on
Wednesday. 

According to the Directorate
General of Meteorology, the
temperature rose over 49°C in
Qarn Alam, Zamaim and Mud-
haibi on Wednesday.

The Met office predicted clear
to partly cloudy skies on the
coast of Dhofar governorate and
the surrounding mountains for
Thursday. In the other parts of
the sultanate, the Met office ex-
pects mainly clear skies with
chance of medium cloud advec-

tion over the northern gover-
norates. 

There are chances of dust ris-
ing winds over deserts and open
areas and late night to early

morning low-level cloud forma-
tion along parts of the coast of
the Arabian Sea.

The seas will be rough along
the coast of the Arabian Sea with

maximum wave height of 4m
and slightly moderate along the
rest of the sultanate’s coasts
with maximum wave height of
1.25m.
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Bidiyah records 50.5°C –  
year’s highest temperature

According to the Directorate 
General of Meteorology, the 
temperature rose over 49°C in 
Qarn Alam, Zamaim and 
Mudhaibi on Wednesday

Continued from Page 01
Hanan urged authorities to use
the national database to schedule
vaccinations. “We have our na-
tional database with everybody’s
IDs. Why isn’t this used to sched-
ule vaccination based on set cat-
egories? The system will be able
to distribute people based on ad-
dress and nearest centres and
manage centre capacities. Every
eligible citizen and resident has
mobile phones these days. It is a
basic automation process and
such systems are available and
may be customised. Again, we
had time to get ready.” 

“Why are we differentiating
based on work - private or public
outside the medical field? Oma-
nis in the public sector are not
more exposed than Omanis in
the private sector. All this is cre-
ating confusion and frustration.
Involving private clinics and the
private sector to start vaccinating
is a sound approach but expense
on the private sector should be
addressed with tax exemptions -
for most companies this is not a
small expense after more than a
year of business stagnation. This
will push everyone to embrace it
and get it done. Again, time is of
the essence,” she added.

Hanan is worried the current
approach will make vaccination
centres yet another source of
spread of the virus. “This will also
deter people from getting vacci-
nated. I personally made a U-turn
three times so far. I will not go
into such crowded places. This
again will delay the country from
opening up and getting back to
normal. It’ll have serious eco-
nomic and social implications. At
this stage, getting ourselves out
of this critical pandemic  within a
maximum of three months is our
utmost national priority.”

A young man who was at the
Bausher vaccination centre with
his mother in a wheelchair, said,
"It is a very unorganised way of
running a vaccination drive. I sug-
gest an online registration
process; the appointment can be
sent via a mobile or email alert
with the time slot mentioned. In
this way, there will be less prob-
lem with crowding and parking.”

He said such a process will be
easy for senior citizens. “It’s the
peak of summer and such steps
are necessary for easy, fast and
smooth flow of work. My mother
is touching 60 and is in wheel-
chair. It is painful to take her in
this heat and wait for her turn,
even if security has been fast in
taking her in. I see many senior
men and women who are stand-
ing in the heat. The online regis-
tration is a must to streamline the
process,” he added.

Excellent turnout
The other wilayats too have been
witnessing large turnouts. Dr
Talal al Khawaldi, head of the
vaccination centre in Khabourah,
said, “Turnout of individuals from
target groups has been excellent
since the first day.”

Volunteers have also been on
hand to help when required. Dr
Abdullah bin Khalid al Salmi,
head of the Supervising Commit-

tee of the Immunisation Cam-
paign in the wilayat of Suwaiq,
said, “We appreciate the role of
the retired healthcare workers
who took the initiative to partici-
pate as volunteers.”

Khamis al Jaafari, a citizen
keen to be vaccinated, said, “Vac-
cination centres should work
around the clock. I hope the au-
thorities open more centres, in-
cluding the Oman Convention
and Exhibition Centre which is
more spacious. More vaccination
centres will speed up the immu-
nisation process.”

On Wednesday, the Ministry
of Health announced that a vac-
cination centre will open in Oman
Convention and Exhibition Cen-
tre starting June 20, 2021. Vac-
cines will be administered 8am to
2pm and 3pm to 9pm Sunday to
Thursday, and 4pm to 9pm on
Friday and Saturday. The ministry
will announce a registration
mechanism for the centre soon.

As many as 535,578 individu-
als  - 15 per cent of the total target
groups  - have been vaccinated in
the sultanate since the launch of
the National Immunisation Cam-
paign against COVID-19 until
June 15, 2021. The total number
of recipients of the first dose is
350,957, or 66 per cent of the
total vaccinated, while those who
got both doses is 184,621.

Call for streamlining
vaccination centresOur Correspondent 

Muscat

Muscat Municipality has set up
guidelines for tailoring shops to
curb COVID-19.

The municipality has stated
that as preventive measures in
male and female tailoring shops,
temperature checks and well-
ness screening of workers for
any signs of illness must be con-
ducted, hand sanitiser stations
must be set up to provide hand

sterlisers containing at least 70
per cent alcohol, and entry pro-
hibited to customers not wearing
masks and having body temper-
ature over 37°C. 

The guidelines also state that
appropriate social distancing -
2m - should be maintained all the
time. ‘Keep details and contact
information of customers, like ID,
phone numbers and place of res-
idence to help competent au-
thorities do quick contact
tracing,' the municipality stated.

Preventive measures
set for tailor shops

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia - The sul-
tanate, represented by the For-
eign Ministry, participated in
the 148th session of the Minis-
terial Council of the Gulf Coop-
eration Council held on
Wednesday in the Saudi capi-
tal Riyadh. Oman's delegation
was headed by H E Sayyid Badr
bin Hamad bin Hamoud al Bu-
saidi, Foreign Minister.

The council examined a
number of reports following
up on the implementation of
the decisions of the Supreme
Council issued by the Summit
of Sultan Qaboos and Sheikh
Sabah held in Al Ula, Saudi
Arabia, in January 2021 and
reviewed the reports submit-
ted by the ministerial and
technical committees and the

General Secretariat Coopera-
tion Council.

The meeting also discussed
the latest developments in re-
lations between the GCC
countries and the world at
large, in addition to exchanging
views on the latest regional
and international develop-
ments. 
ONA

Oman takes part in
GCC ministerial meet
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Our Correspondent
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Four Omani banks – Bank Mus-
cat, BankDhofar, National Bank
of Oman (NBO) and Sohar Inter-
national Bank – have been
ranked among the top 50
lenders in the Middle East by
Forbes magazine.

Forbes Middle East on
Wednesday unveiled its 'Top 50
Banks In The Middle East' list
featuring the region’s banking
powerhouses that help drive the
economy.

To construct the list, Forbes
Middle East gathered data from
listed stock exchanges in the
Arab world and ranked the
banks based on sales, profits, as-
sets, and market value. Qatar’s
QNB Group, with total
US$13.5bn sales and US$3.3bn
annual profits, leads the pack at
the top spot, Forbes said in a
press statement.

UAE's First Abu Dhabi Bank,
with total sales of US$7.6bn and
US$2.9bn in profits, came at the
second spot among top 50
banks in the Middle East region.
Saudi National Bank, with its
US$6.6bn annual sales and
US$3.1bn profits, occupied third
position in the list.

As of June 6, 2021, the banks
that feature on Forbes Middle
East’s list of the 'Top 50 Banks In
The Middle East' had a total
value of US$513.6bn and assets
worth US$2.5tn. That is more
than three times the GDP esti-

mate of Saudi Arabia, the re-
gion’s largest economy. 

With 10 entries each, Saudi
Arabia the UAE have the most
banks on the list, followed by
Qatar with eight, and Kuwait
with six. 

From Oman, Bank Muscat,
the biggest financial institution
in the sultanate, achieved 23rd
rank among the top 50 banks
listed by Forbes Middle East. 

As per the list, Bank Muscat

recorded annual sales of
US$1.7bn, profits of US$424mn
and assets of US$32.3bn for the
year 2020. BankDhofar was
ranked at 41st position by Forbes
Middle East with annual sales of
US$600mn, profits of
US$80mn and assets of
US$11.1bn in the year 2020.

NBO has been named 44th
among top 50 banks in the Mid-
dle East. Forbes Middle East
recorded NBO's annual sales at

US$515mn, profits at US$47mn
and assets at US$9.4bn for the
year 2020.

Fourth Omani bank featured
in the Forbes Middle East's list is
Sohar International Bank which
has been ranked 47th in the list
of top 50 banks. 

The magazine recorded Sohar
International Bank's annual sales
at US$434mn, profits at
US$60mn and assets at
US$9.4bn for the year 2020.

According to a press state-
ment, three of the Middle East's
top four banks and five of the top
10 banks have achieved their
scale due to mergers.

'The region’s banking industry
is in the midst of a consolidation
phase, where some of the
largest banks are merging to cre-
ate larger banking groups. By
doing this, banks reduce compe-
tition and increase their expert-
ise,' Forbes Middle East said.

Four Omani banks in Forbes'
top 50 Middle East list

Send your comments to muscatdaily@apexmedia.co.om

Our Correspondent
Muscat

HE Dr Said bin Mohammed al
Saqri, Minister of Economy, on
Wednesday met with OCCI
board members and discussed
the role of economic stimulus ini-
tiatives and public private part-
nership in economic recovery.

'Within the efforts made to
activate public private partner-
ship, H E Saqri met with a num-
ber of OCCI board members and
reiterated the role of the eco-
nomic stimulus initiatives to pro-
mote financial stability and
economic recovery,' the Ministry
of Economy announced in a
tweet.

In his meeting with the OCCI
board members, H E Saqri re-
viewed the importance of the
Fiscal Balance Plan that con-
tributed to maintaining the value
of Omani riyal. 'The plan was a
necessary and important move,'
the ministry said.

It said the government's Eco-
nomic Stimulus Plan included a
number of initiatives that con-
tribute to achieving medium and
long-term financial sustainability.

The Ministry of Economy said
it formed last year a team for
Economic Stimulus Plan and the
team is currently monitoring and
evaluating the effects of the eco-
nomic stimulus initiatives.

'The government initiated a
number of economic stimulus
programs in 2020, in addition to

the announcement of new stim-
ulus initiatives last April. The ini-
tiatives included reducing the
SMEs income tax from 15 per
cent to 12 per cent,' the ministry
said.

The ministry further said that
food security plays an important
role in diversifying Omani ex-
ports in agriculture and fisheries
fields with more emphasis on
agriculture products that gener-
ate high yields at lower cost.

The minister reiterated the
importance of having stable poli-
cies that should prevail through-
out the lifetime of investment
projects. 'This meeting reflect
the joint cooperation between
public and private sectors. There
are very valid proposals which
we can capitalize on to overcome
the challenges facing the na-
tional economy,' the Ministry of
Economy said.

The ministry added that the
government is currently consid-
ering energy issues including the
elimination of power subsidy and
the impact of the same.

H E Saqri, OCCI
board members
discuss economic
stimulus initiatives
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Muscat - BankDhofar on
Wednesday announced that it
has successfully raised
US$250mn syndicated term fa-
cility. The facility will be utilized
by the bank for general corporate
purposes.

The syndication, launched on
May 2, 2021, was oversub-
scribed multiple times on the
back of very strong participation
from regional and international
banks from the GCC, Europe and
Asia, BankDhofar said in a press
statement.

Abdul Hakeem al Ojaili, CEO
of BankDhofar, said, “Despite
continuing challenges in the mar-
ket, the success and oversub-
scription of this transaction is an
evidence of the confidence in
BankDhofar and sovereign by in-
ternational and regional banks,
as well as the long term credit
strength and continued growth
of the Omani economy. 

“We will use the proceeds of
this facility to finance nationally
important projects and continue
to support and contribute to
Oman’s economy," the bank’s
CEO said.

Bank Dhofar
closes
$250mn
term facility

HE Dr Said al Saqri
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Muscat

The benchmark index of the Muscat
Stock Exchange (MSX) on Wednesday
rose 0.55 per cent to close at 4,071.19
points. 

The MSX30 Index has been witness-
ing continuous increases since the begin-
ning of this month amid positive
economic outlook and rising oil prices.

The gains in main index on Wednes-
day were supported by all sectoral indices
led by Services Index which rose 0.85 per
cent. Financial Index and Industrial Index
increased 0.73 per cent and 0.76 per
cent, respectively. MSX Sharia Index in-
creased 1.07 per cent to close at 581.62
points.

Trading activity increased on Wednes-
day as volumes rose 16.6 per cent at
48mn securities compared with 41.1mn
securities traded on Tuesday. Market
turnover rose 8.2 per cent to RO6.01mn

compared with RO5.55mn in the previ-
ous trading session.

Market breadth at the MSX remained
positive with 30 advancing stocks to nine
decliners. As many as 33 traded stocks
remained flat for the day.

Top gainers were Takaful Oman (10
per cent), Oman Qatar Insurance (9.9 per

cent), Vision Insurance (8 per cent),
United Finance (7.14 per cent) and Oman
Investment and Finance Company (6.6
per cent). Top  losers were Muscat
Thread Mill (-8.86 per cent), Sohar
Power (-2.17 per cent), Al Jazeera Steel
(-1.51 per cent) and Al Anwar Ceramic (-
1.28 per cent).

MSX INDEX AND TURNOVER OF FIVE TRADING DAYS
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Dubai, UAE – Securing a bright
future for the GCC’s chemical in-
dustry will require bold leader-
ship that adapts to the new
trends emerging in the post-pan-
demic reality, said speakers at
the inaugural edition of the Gulf
Petrochemicals & Chemicals As-
sociation (GPCA) Leaders
Forum held on Wednesday at
the Habtoor Palace Dubai, LXR
Hotels & Resorts.

Delivering the inaugural ad-
dress at the forum, Yousef al
Benyan, chairman of GPCA and
vice-chairman and CEO of
SABIC, said industry leaders
would need to change how they
think about growth, innovation
and their operating models. He
highlighted a major acceleration
– during the pandemic – of al-
ready established trends such as
digitalisation, a re-energized
focus on sustainability and inno-
vation, circular economy, the
move towards decarbonisation
and renewable energy, as well as
the energy and materials transi-
tion among others.

The pandemic emphasized
the power of collaboration, with-
out which, the world would not
be anywhere near global recov-
ery, Benyan remarked. 

The industry’s challenge now
shifts to building a new ecosys-
tem that allows us to thrive in the
long run, he added, expressing

his confidence in the industry’s
ability to emerge even stronger
from this period of change.

Buoyed by a gradual eco-
nomic recovery within the region
and its largest export market –
China, the GCC chemical indus-
try is well positioned for long-
term growth. Real growth in the
GCC region is expected to be at
2.5 per cent between 2021-
2023, while China is targeting 6
pr cent growth in 2021. 

This may be a welcome devel-
opment but comes with its own
challenges, as the Asian country
accelerates its move towards
self-sufficiency in chemicals
which will reduce demand for
imports from the GCC region.

Khalid bin Saleh al Mudaifer,
Vice Minister for Mining Affairs,
Ministry of Industry and Mineral
Resources, Saudi Arabia, said,
“Identified by Saudi Vision 2030

as the third pillar of Saudi indus-
trial growth, alongside petroleum
and petrochemicals, the mining
sector is an important part of
Saudi Arabia’s economy. 

The pandemic sharpened our
focus on the sector’s resilience
and today, Saudi Arabia is in a
prime position to support the ex-
pected increase in demand for
minerals - domestically, region-
ally and around the world.”

Dr Abdulwahab al Sadoun,
secretary general of GPCA,
added, “Chemical industry lead-
ers must leverage the lessons
learned from the COVID-19 pan-
demic and lead with a renewed
sense of purpose to create value
for its shareholders, costumers,
society and our planet. 

The next decade will require
companies to embrace people
centricity, innovate and adopt
agile decision making. 

To succeed, the industry
would also need to drive cus-
tomer collaboration and formu-
late effective partnerships. It
would need to develop products
that meet the future needs of our
times and demonstrate leader-
ship in the digital transforma-
tion.” 

The inaugural edition of the
GPCA Leaders Forum, an exclu-
sive c-suite event, attracted 83
senior industry leaders from 58
companies. 

'GCC chemical
industry needs
bold leadership'

Lisbon, Portugal – European
Commission chief Ursula von der
Leyen on Wednesday gave Por-
tugal the first green light for its
recovery plan seeking funding
from the bloc's multi-billion-euro
coronavirus rescue fund.

In visiting Portugal, Von der
Leyen began activating the land-
mark E750bn (US$910bn) re-
covery plan, Next Generation EU,
which was drawn up nearly a
year ago.

"It is the first national plan en-
dorsed by the Commission, here
in Portugal," she said in Lisbon
alongside Portuguese Prime
Minister Antonio Costa whose
country currently holds the EU's
six-month rotating presidency,”
she said. She will now fly to
Madrid then to Greece and Den-
mark on Thursday, and Luxem-
bourg on a tour that will take her
to most of the European Union's
27 member states. 

The choice to start in Portugal
and Spain is symbolic.

Portugal was the first country
to submit its own plan back in
April and is set to receive E16bn
in funding. As holder of the rotat-
ing presidency, it has made the
rapid adoption of these recovery

plans a priority following their
recommendation by the com-
mission. Spain is also a signifi-
cant choice in that it will be the
second-largest beneficiary of the
rescue fund after Italy, with
Madrid to receive E140bn, half of
which will take the form of direct
grants and loans.

Von der Leyen arrived in Lis-
bon travelling for the first time on
her 'Covid passport', the Euro-
pean health certificate which Bel-

gium began using Wednesday
and which will become opera-
tional across the EU on July 1.

"Two southern European
countries that previously did not
feel supported within Europe
have now benefitted from the ex-
traordinary support and gen-
erosity of their northern
partners," said Toni Roldan, head
of research at the Esade Centre
for Economic Policy
(EsadeEcPol) in Madrid.

Spain was particularly hard hit
when the pandemic first erupted
in early 2020, while Portugal suf-
fered a major surge in cases at
the start of this year.

With both countries hugely
dependent on tourism, their
economies have been signifi-
cantly affected. Since the euro-
zone debt crisis which began in
2011, Lisbon and Madrid have
often been in the firing line with
Europe's more 'frugal' members
frustrated at having to fork out
money to subsidise spending in
what they have seen as the
somewhat less virtuous south.

Although some of the condi-
tions attached to the stimulus
packages remain vague, Spain
and Portugal could have shown
"greater reformist ambition" in
using the money, particularly in
the area of education, Roldan
told AFP. Since the end of April,
23 governments have submitted
investment and reform plans to
Brussels for approval. The com-
mission has two months from
the date of submission to give its
opinion after which the European
Council must give its approval
within a month.
AFP

EU chief launches vast recovery fund 

MSX rises 0.55%; volumes up

Yousef al Benyan speaks at GPCA

Leaders Forum
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Ursula von der Leyen (left) and Portuguese Prime Minister Antonio Costa

share a toast during a meeting in Lisbon, on Wednesday (AFP)

New York, US – PwC announced
Tuesday it plans to invest
US$12bn and create 100,000
new jobs globally over the next
five years as it repositions itself
for the post-pandemic economy.

Dubbing the strategy 'The
New Equation,' the accounting
giant said the hiring spree would
pivot the company as technolog-
ical disruption accelerates and
clients across the private and
public sector focus more on cli-
mate change and other public
policy priorities.

The new hires will be focused
on growth areas such as artificial
intelligence and environmental,
social and governance issues
(ESG), the company said.

In Britain, the company will in-
vest US$1.2bn over the next
three to four years in topics such
as ESG and technology, a

spokesperson said.
The initiative is predicated on

the idea that 'fundamental shifts'
are needed to rethink organiza-
tions to build trust with stake-
holders and keep up with shifting
public expectations of organiza-
tions. "There is a strong need for
stakeholders from across society
to work together," said PwC
global chairman Bob Moritz.

"Whether it's the pandemic,
climate change, social injustice
or the digital divide, there is a
growing expectation that busi-

nesses have a role to play in ad-
dressing broader societal issues.
Our new strategy is about help-
ing clients address their toughest
challenges and delivering for so-
ciety and the planet."

The drive includes building
new leadership institutes at PwC
and a 'global ESG Academy,
which will enable all of our part-
ners and staff across the network
to integrate the fundamentals of
ESG into their work,' the com-
pany added.
AFP

PwC plans $12bn hiring push 

Singapore, Singapore – A finan-
cial exchange offering carbon
credits and investments in con-
servation projects is set to launch
in Singapore, but it may struggle
to convince sceptics of the value
of controversial carbon offsets.

Climate Impact X (CIX),
backed by the Singapore stock
exchange, the city-state's main
investment fund and biggest
bank, aims to help the growing
number of firms seeking to cut
greenhouse gas emissions.

From oil majors to tech giants
and airlines, companies are lining
up to make net-zero pledges, but
face challenges to hit their tar-
gets. Firms sometimes turn to
buying 'carbon credits' – which
allow them to keep polluting in
exchange for reductions made
elsewhere or investing in proj-
ects like protecting rainforests –
to offset emissions.

But such methods are contro-
versial as environmentalists ac-
cuse big business of paying for a

quick fix rather than seeking to
truly overhaul their operations,
while some botched offset proj-
ects have failed to deliver.

Nevertheless demand for off-
sets is skyrocketing, leading to
greater efforts to boost carbon
markets – and fix their poor rep-
utation. CIX, which is expected
to launch by the end of the year,
joins a small number of such ex-
changes that have sprung up in
recent times.

But it is betting on Singapore's
status as a leading financial hub,
as well as its location in Asia, to
boost its chances of success.

The region still relies heavily
on coal for power, making a high-
quality carbon market vital for
emissions reductions, said Mon-
etary Authority of Singapore
managing director Ravi Menon,
as the CIX was announced last
month. “In addition, Southeast
Asia is fertile ground to harness
the potential of nature-based so-
lutions, with abundant man-

groves, and large areas suitable
for re-forestation,” he added.

The exchange will offer in-
vestments in certain conserva-
tion projects, as well as trading in
carbon credits – one credit rep-
resents a reduction of one tonne
of carbon dioxide emissions.

Mindful of criticism that it is
notoriously difficult to police

whether such transactions are
getting carbon out of the atmos-
phere, CIX will use technology
such as satellites and blockchain
to monitor their system.

Offset horror stories
The exchange is part of the so-
called 'voluntary' carbon mar-
kets, as opposed to mandatory

initiatives such as the EU's Emis-
sions Trading Scheme, where
caps are set on certain industries.

Voluntary markets have
boomed in the past year, but in-
dustry figures say they will have
to grow faster to support invest-
ment required to meet the goal
in the Paris climate accord of
capping global warming at 1.5

degrees Celsius. A private-sector
taskforce established last year to
boost voluntary markets, unify
them and strengthen oversight,
estimates they will need to ex-
pand 15-fold by 2030. But scep-
ticism abounds, with critics
questioning whether playing the
financial markets can help.
"Trading a carbon credit back
and forth does not benefit the cli-
mate," Gilles Dufrasne, policy of-
ficer from non-profit group
Carbon Market Watch, told AFP.

"Speculating on carbon cred-
its – acquiring credits and holding
them with the plan to sell them
in the future – does not benefit
the climate." Investing in conser-
vation projects to offset emis-
sions is also "far from ideal" as it
can be "extremely difficult" to
measure their true impact, he
said. Adding to concerns, there
have been myriad horror stories
of projects aimed at offsetting
emissions that critics say ended
up doing more harm than good.

These range from a Ugandan
forest planting initiative that
blocked villagers' access to vital
land, to Latin American hydro-
electricity projects that wors-
ened conflicts over land rights,
according to a study by Carbon
Market Watch. Still, some ex-
perts believe carbon offsets can
contribute, particularly for pollut-
ing industries struggling to hit
net-zero targets – but only com-
bined with serious efforts to
overhaul business models.

Benjamin P Horton, director of
the Earth Observatory of Singa-
pore at Nanyang Technological
University, said investing in con-
servation projects could con-
tribute to combating global
warming. But he warned this
should be "not instead of, but in
addition to, a lot of hard work
that needs to happen to decar-
bonise energy, transportation,
agriculture and other sectors of
the economy".
AFP

Singapore exchange aims to boost tainted carbon markets

This photograph shows people sitting next to a pond with the view of the skyline in Singapore (AFP)
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In response to popular demand,
MG Motor has extended its ex-
citing Festival of Winning offer.
Till June 26, on buying any MG
car from its 2021 range, the
buyer will get a chance to in-
stantly win mobile phone bun-
dles or fuel card or up to
200,000 service packages. Not
just this, the buyers will also
stand a chance to win their car
back every week.

Elaborating on the offer, a
spokesperson of MHD, the sole
distributors of MG Motor in
Oman, explained, “After the suc-
cess of the offer during Ra-
madan, we have extended
Festival of Winning scheme to
cater to our customers’ wishes.
Under this offer, the customers
will get a scratch and win card on
buying a MG 2021 car and in-
stantly win mobile phone bun-
dles or fuel cards or up to
200,000 free service packages.
These are in addition to the free

insurance, free registration and
free window tinting that we offer
to our customers for their con-
venience. The most exciting part
of the offer is the weekly lucky
draw in which the lucky winner
can win his/her car back every

week. What more can one ask
for?”

“Festival of Winning is an ex-
tension of MG Motor efforts to
‘Do More’ for its customers. Our
brand is unique in more ways
than one and we are hoping to

see the overwhelming response
once again in this festival of win-
ning,” the spokesperson added.

To avail this offer, customers
can choose from the latest 2021
range of MG’s stylish, exception-
ally well-equipped and great

value cars, all of which come
with a best-in-region manufac-
turer warranty of six years or
200,000km. In this range, MG
Motor proudly presents the sleek
and stylish MG 6 and the lively
and exciting MG5 sedan. 

In the SUV segment, MG
Motor offers the power-packed
performer MG ZST, the seven-
seater perfectionist MG RX8, the
smart and practical MG HS and
the versatile and highly capable
MG RX5. 

MG is a British-born automo-
tive brand established in 1924,
known for its historic models,
awards and achievements
throughout the past 97 years. 

MG was founded by William
Morris and Cecil Kimbers and
has one of the oldest car club in
the automotive industry. Best
known for its two-seat open
sports cars, MG also produced
saloons and coupes. Since its ac-
quisition of MG, Saic Motor, as a
Global Top 500 company, has
opened a new chapter for this
British icon. MG is at the fore-
front of the introduction of inno-
vative technologies and new
energy vehicles for car buyers. 

MG Motor showrooms in
Oman are located in Wattayah,
Azaiba, Al Manuma, Bidaya,
Sohar, Nizwa, Salalah, Sur, Ibra
and Ibri. For more information, to
book a test drive and to purchase
a car online, visit https://mg-
om.com/

MG Motor Festival of Winning extended

Nissan Oman, from the house of
Suhail Bahwan Automobiles
(SBA)’s ‘book a home test drive’
service has garnered great re-
sponse from prospective cus-
tomers. The service enables
potential customers to schedule
their test drive online as per their
convenience.

The ‘book a home test drive’
service is applicable only in the
Muscat governorate. While cus-
tomers will be charged RO5 for
home test drive service, upon
sales conversion a sum of 
RO10 will be passed on to them
as cash gift.

A senior official of Nissan
Oman said, “Our book a home
test drive’ service has been ap-
preciated by prospective cus-
tomers. To avail our home test
drive service, customers have to
just let us know what vehicle
they are interested in, and we will

it take it to their homes.” 
He added, “We are adhering

to strict safety procedures with
regards COVID-19 and we are
adjusting our daily operations to
fit within the new normal. All test
drive vehicles are completely
sanitised before delivery at 
customers’ homes for test
drives.”

Nissan is committed to ex-
tending outstanding pre-sales
services to its customers. 

This is yet another unique
move from Nissan Oman to
make the experience of buying
Nissan cars more convenient.

An interested customer can
schedule a test drive of Nissan
models from the comfort of their
homes simply by logging on to
the official SBA Nissan Oman
website on the link
https://en.nissanoman.com/ser
v i c e s / b o o k - h o m e - t e s t -

drive.html. 
Home test drive can be

booked through customer serv-
ice toll free number 80050011 as
well.

Awards for Nissan
In 2016, 2017, 2018 and 2019,
Nissan was conferred with
‘Oman’s Most Trusted Brand’
award across categories includ-

ing SUV, crossover, 4WD and
mid-size Nissan, considered a
premium and trusted name in
the market, was the only brand
to have won the recognition for

four times in a row in the auto-
mobile category. The award is in-
stituted by Apex Press and
Publishing.

SBA commitment
SBA is largely committed to sup-
porting Nissan’s growth in the
Sultanate through major empha-
sis on customer satisfaction and
by providing world-class after-
sales services in Oman. 

With a national network of 12
showrooms, 17 service centres
and 24 spare parts outlets, SBA
has further built upon its legacy
of excellent customer service
and providing value for money to
each of its customers.

Like Nissan Oman 
on Facebook
Customers can also get unlim-
ited access to Nissan’s presti-
gious vehicle line-up at the

comfort of their homes or 
offices on Nissan Oman's Face-
book page - http://www.face-
book.com/Sbanissanoman. 

Nissan Oman on
Instagram
Instagram users can follow Nis-
san Oman at https://www.in-
stagram.com/sbanissanoman/

After sales service
Every customer purchasing a
Nissan vehicle can be assured of
Nissan's top class after sales
service, which guarantees the
advantage of factory-trained ex-
perts. 

Nissan's impressive
vehicle line-up
Nissan has built up its reputa-
tion through innovative technol-
ogy, and a broad product
line-up.

Book test drive for Nissan cars from comfort of your home

What’s better than uninter-
rupted Internet around the
clock? Ooredoo’s 5G Super Data
plan does exactly that for only
RO15.750 a month. 

Offering the ultimate speed
and reliability, users can get a
massive 150 GB of data per
month, with 138GB of data to use
in the most popular hours be-
tween 11pm and 11am, plus 12GB
to use between 11am and 11pm.
Available as a data add-on for
Shahry Omanuna and Endless
plans, or as a base plan for data-
only packages, users can now
chat, surf, play and browse all
day and night without worrying
about running out of data. 

Ooredoo’s postpaid Shahry
Omanuna and Endless plans offer
amazing value and choice to suit
all budgets. With a range of
prices and up to unlimited data,
customers can buy exactly what
they need each month and all
without a contract. Coupled with
Ooredoo’s superfast 5G, which
offers improved network cover-
age and stability with almost zero
delay, as well as incredibly fast
download speeds, there’s no bet-
ter time to enjoy the Internet.

Unleash
power of
5G with
Ooredoo

The ongoing pandemic did not
deter Knowledge Gate Interna-
tional School (KGIS) in ensuring
that the many wonderful
achievements of their Grade 12
students were honoured and cel-
ebrated as their school careers
formally end, and they prepare
for the next stage in their educa-
tional journey. 

Although the COVID-19 pan-
demic has kept schools closed
since March, it has not stopped
students from continuing their
education or experiencing their
graduation. The restrictions on
large gatherings means that grad-
uation ceremonies have been dif-
ferent from others before them:
virtual or drive-thru. The gradua-
tion ceremony that traditionally
takes place in a large indoor space
with graduates walking across a
stage to accept their certificates,
has been uniquely and creatively
re- designed by KGIS to retain the
enthusiasm, atmosphere and en-
ergy much loved by all partici-
pants. 

KGIS executive principal, Liz
Stanley said, “We wanted to
make sure that our students’ suc-
cesses were properly acknowl-
edged and celebrated. The
graduating Class of 2021 will ab-
solutely go down in history with
the majority of their senior years
being dominated by a global pan-
demic. But rather than being vic-
tims of this pandemic, they have
emerged triumphant and re-
silient, they have conquered
every challenge that they have
faced and have shown that they
are the most skilled problem
solvers. They have worked tire-

lessly to ensure that they gain the
university places they deserve,
and to deliver what promise to be
the best examination results in
the history of the school. 

“As a result of the pandemic,
the Class of 2021 go out into the
world better equipped to navi-
gate life beyond school better
than any of their predecessors.” 

At the ceremony, students
and their families lined up in
rows of well-spaced vehicles in
front of the Main Stage set up on
the roof top car park at the
Crowne Plaza (OEOC), set
against the stunning backdrop of
the Muscat skyline. Families dec-
orated their cars, waved flags
and held signs congratulating
their offspring. The main cere-
mony was preceded by a drive
by parade with students standing
out of sunroofs as school staff
and hotel guests clapped and
cheered. 

The full ceremony was live-
streamed so that families could
see and hear everything from the
comfort and safety of their own
vehicles maintaining appropriate
social distancing from others.

One by one the students,
dressed in traditional gowns and
caps with the addition of their
face mask, left their car to re-
ceive their certificates to the
cheers of encouragement from
their relatives. They greeted the
school principal and head of sec-
ondary from a safe distance and
had their photo taken before re-
turning to their vehicle. The
evening ended with a box of re-
freshments being delivered to
each car before pyrotechnic fire-
works lit up the sky in a finale.

Liz added, “We considered
running a virtual graduation but
after speaking to our students it
became clear that togetherness
was the most important thing to
them. They wanted the opportu-
nity to celebrate with their
friends and family in a safe but
exciting way and this is exactly
where the drive-thru concept
came from.” Integral to the huge
success of the event, and the de-
velopment of the drive-thru con-
cept was the team at the Crowne
Plaza Hotel itself, working in col-
laboration with Titan Events &
Entertainment.

Drive-thru school graduation
ceremony held in Muscat 

Nokia 105 4G – stay connected
with most affordable phone 
HMD Global, the home of Nokia
phones, announced the newest
and most affordable 4G Nokia
feature phone yet. With VoLTE
HD voice calls, Nokia 105 4G
makes catching up with loved
ones as seamless as if they were
in the same room.

Florian Seiche, CEO, HMD
Global  said, “As a market leader
in feature phones, our experience
over the years has given us in-
valuable insights into what peo-
ple need to stay connected every
day. It is more important than
ever to ensure our phones sup-
port 4G connectivity, and this
phone is ready for the future. 

“You will love the Nokia 105
4G for just that, at an accessible
price point so you can stay in
touch with your family
and friends. And, with
a new modern design,
undeniable durability
and long-lasting bat-
tery life, the Nokia
105 4G will be an in-
vestment you can
trust and keep for
longer.” 

A feature
phone has
n e v e r
been so
easy to
u s e .
Z o o m e d
menus make
icons larger,
fonts bigger, and
navigation simpler
so you can find your
app of choice in no time.
With the readout text-to-
speech feature, the Nokia

105 4G is able to read out your
text messages to letting you
know which app you’re using
making navigating through your
phone a whole lot simpler. 4G
connectivity ensures that this
feature phone receives fast
speeds, and, with VoLTE HD
calls, your conversations will be
crystal-clear; no longer will you
find yourself shouting to be
heard and with calls so crisp and
clear, you will feel even closer to
your loved ones. 

Making technology simple,
Nokia 105 4G aspires to be one
of the most helpful and accessi-
ble feature phones on the mar-
ket. 

Quality you can trust
Nokia 105 4G lives up to the
standard that Nokia phones cus-
tomers have come to expect,
with its reliable 1,020mAh bat-
tery and blend of classic design
with a modern twist that is built
to last.  

Nokia 105 4G comes in three
different stylish colour variants,
Blue, Red and Black. Although it
is small enough to slip into your
pocket when needed, Nokia 105
4G is a phone you won’t want to
hide away. 

Features to keep you
coming back

With both wireless
and wired FM radio

and a 3.5mm audio
jack, you can listen to

your favourite radio
shows on the go. 

It is a device that will
keep you smiling, with

games your whole family
can enjoy, including

Snake!
Thanks to the Nokia 105

4G’s bright torch, you will
have light whenever you

need it – from losing your keys
behind the sofa to walking

home after work. Nokia 105 4G
is more than just a phone; it is
packed with the modern essen-
tials you want and nothing you
don’t. 

Pricing and
availability 
The Nokia 105 4G  is available in
Oman from July in  Blue and 
Black starting at a retail price of
RO9.9.
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The Zubair Corporation recently
launched a vaccination cam-
paign against COVID-19 in coop-
eration with the Ministry of
Health. 

This initiative is in line with the
efforts undertaken by the corpo-
ration through the vaccination
campaign at the group compa-
nies level in order to limit the
spread of the virus, maintain the
health and safety of employees
and provide a safe work environ-
ment for all in the corporation
and its subsidiaries. The cam-
paign was organised as part of
the Zubair Corporation’s CSR ini-
tiative, which covers all its em-
ployees. 

The campaign commenced as
per the guidelines and protocols
approved by the Ministry of
Health and in cooperation with
Badr al Samaa Hospitals, which
are spread across the various
governorates of the sultanate.

Hilal al Siyabi, chief corporate
services officer at the Zubair
Corporation stated, “We have
launched a vaccination cam-
paign with the Pfizer vaccine for
all employees of the Zubair Cor-
poration and its subsidiaries and
we aim through this campaign to
encourage them to take the vac-
cination in order to return to nor-
mal work life. The only way to
limit the spread of the COVID-19

virus is vaccination, adhering to
all health instructions, including
wearing a face mask, sterilisation
and maintaining distance in the
work environment.” 

He added, “The safety of em-
ployees in the work environment
is one of our top priorities and
that this campaign is the only
way to preserve the health and
safety of all employees of the
Zubair Corporation subsidiaries.”

The Zubair Corporation
launches vaccination drive

NBO customers pocket
RO290,000 with Al Kanz
National Bank of Oman (NBO)
has concluded its May Al Kanz
Savings Scheme draw, with 63
customers walking away with a
total of RO290,000 in cash
prizes. 

Held at the bank’s headquar-
ters in Azaiba, the event included
the quarterly exclusive draws,
giving RO25,000 each to six win-
ners from various governorates
across the country; the Sadara
draw, giving RO25,000 each to
three winners; the Mazaya draw,
giving RO10,000 each to four
winners; and the monthly Salary
Transfer draw, giving RO500
each to 50 winners. 

Tariq Atiq, chief retail and dig-
ital banking officer at NBO, said,
“We’re almost halfway through
our 2021 Al Kanz Savings
Scheme, which we’re glad to say

has been bigger and better than
ever. Under our theme ‘Saving
for a better tomorrow’, it’s our

pleasure to be part of our cus-
tomers journey towards leading
more financially secure lives. 

“The best part of it is, all they
have to do is save with us to
stand a chance to gain life-
changing rewards.”

Customers are eligible to win
in the Al Kanz Savings Scheme
by maintaining an average mini-
mum balance of RO100 in their
Al Kanz Savings account. 

Every RO100 provides an
extra chance in the draw, so 
the more money kept in the ac-
count, the more the chance of
winning. 

Meanwhile, customers simply
have to transfer their salary to
NBO to be in for the chance of
winning in the monthly Salary
Transfer draw. 

Next month, two lucky win-
ners will have the opportunity to
win RO250,000 each in the half-
yearly Mega Draw.

Sayyid Khalid bin Hamad al Bu-
saidi, president of Oman
Olympic Committee (OOC), re-
ceived in his office on Wednes-
day, Capt Talib bin Khamis al
Wahaibi, president of Oman
Hockey Association (OHA), in
the presence of Taha bin Su-
laiman al Koshary, OOC secre-
tary general.  

OOC president congratulated
OHA on winning the host of the
World Hockey Pentathlon, which
will be held in 2024, after win-
ning the confidence of the mem-
bers of the Executive Office of
the International Hockey Feder-
ation receiving 13 votes out of 16.
OOC president praised the great
efforts made by OHA and the

board members during the last
period, stressing the keenness of
OOC to fully support OHA for
the success of hosting the event,
and wishing the national hockey
team all success in achieving the
desired results in the tourna-
ment.

Moreover, the OOC president
met with Pankaj Khimji, presi-

dent of Oman Cricket Club
(OCC), at OCC headquarters in
the wilayat of Amerat on
Wednesday evening.

They reviewed the status of
the game in Oman and future
plans for the development 
and spread within the framework
of the future vision of Oman
sports.

Arrive in style with all-new Mitsubishi Montero Sport 
General Automotive Company
(GAC), the official distributor of
Mitsubishi vehicles in Oman, in
its first ever online only event, of-
ficially launched the all-new Mit-
subishi Montero Sport in July
2020 in Oman. The new model
is designed with a more robust
powerful appearance providing
the vehicle a tougher look while
complemented with a refreshed
interior that delivers a luxurious
and comfortable feel.

The all-new Montero Sport
adopts a more powerful yet re-
fined exterior design. Mit-
subishi’s signature Dynamic
Shield front view design concept
has been further evolved from its
predecessor on the new Mon-
tero Sport to secure better visi-
bility. It also emphasises the
sense of wideness with the head-
lights continuing from the front
grille and the combination lamps
at the bumper corners. The
higher bonnet of the vehicle ex-
hibits a deeper front face, while a
more solid, powerful chrome
part design projects a more re-
fined, sophisticated appearance.

Commenting on the Montero
Sport, Zuwaina al Azri said, “In
addition to its new exterior and
interior design, the Mitsubishi
Montero Sport is also equipped
with some of the most advanced
features ever in a Mitsubishi,
both for convenience and safety.
With these combined enhance-
ments, the Mitsubishi Montero
Sport has been specifically de-
signed to appeal to every driver’s
desire for exploration and adven-
ture while elevating their journey

to new heights as well as ensur-
ing the drive experience is al-
ways fun and worry-free.”

The Montero Sport’s bold ex-
terior is complemented with a
refreshed interior that delivers
high quality and comfort, to-
gether with advanced functional-
ity. The entire floor console has
been refreshed and soft padded
interior door handles enhance
the overall interior look with
quality and comfort. 

The storage tray that sits
under the floor console can now
be accessible from both, the left
and right sides. A new power
outlet has also been added on
the existing USB plug on the rear
console panel offering improved
usability for all passengers.

The Montero Sport is also
brimming with technology,
thanks to several advanced and
convenient new features. These
include the new easy-to-read 8-
inch colour digital dash as well 
as Mitsubishi’s 8-inch Smart-
phone-Link Display Audio (SDA)
system. 

Also included is the Mit-
subishi Remote Control – a
smartphone application that of-
fers several functions that facili-
tate ease of access and added
security. It will send a notification
to the driver's smartphone to
lock the doors via the app when
the driver leaves the vehicle with
the doors unlocked. The Power
Tailgate can be opened or closed
by smartphone. In addition, the

tailgate reservation system can
be pre-set by smartphone any-
where, which enables the driver
to open or close the tailgate au-
tomatically when he/she ap-
proaches or leaves the vehicle. 

This keyless operation system
is effective within Bluetooth op-
erating range. The aforemen-
tioned Power Tailgate brings
another new hands-free feature
that allows owners to open the
tailgate by placing the foot under
the rear bumper.

“Even with its refined and
high-quality exterior design and
comfortable interior, the Mon-
tero Sport remains a full-feature
off-road SUV that retains the
best aspects of Mitsubishi’s
renowned SUV prowess; while

bringing with it a higher level of
performance thanks to a number
of improvements and new tech-
nologies incorporated through-
out the vehicle,” added Zuwaina.

Despite being infused with
sedan-like comfort and function-
ality, the Montero Sport inherits
Mitsubishi’s renowned off-road
capability, reliability, and durabil-
ity. Powering the Montero 
Sport is a 3.0lt MIVEC V6 
gasoline engine that produces
215hp@6,000rpm and 285Nm
@4,000rpm; all the power that
one may require of a rugged SUV
to accomplish every mission with
smooth, efficient ease. 

This is mated to Mitsubishi’s
8-speed automatic transmission
that delivers a smoother, more

luxurious ride and improved fuel
efficiency. It even features Sporty
paddle shifters that allows the
driver to shift gears with just a
press, and without having to re-
move either hand from the steer-
ing wheel.

The Montero Sport also re-
tains the Super-Select 4WD-II
system that delivers optimal
traction regardless of driving 
surface together with confi-
dence-inspiring handling charac-
teristics. 

This is further complemented
by other advanced features such
as Hill Descent Control, selec-
table 2WD and 4WD modes, 
intelligent assistance in challeng-
ing conditions, and an Off-road
Mode that enhances traction and

provides even better all-terrain
performance and stability on de-
manding surfaces.

The Montero Sport also
comes with a very comprehen-
sive list of active and passive
safety features. 

Mitsubishi's own RISE (Rein-
forced Impact Safety Evolution)
body design and a total of up to
seven SRS airbags provide occu-
pants with outstanding passive
safety. Active safety features in-
clude a Forward Collision Mitiga-
tion system (FCM), which helps
prevent a frontal collision or re-
duce damage if the collision be-
comes unavoidable; Blind Spot
Warning system (BSW), to-
gether with Lane Change Assist
(LCA), that uses ultrasonic sen-
sors to detect vehicles in rear
blind spots with warning indica-
tors on either side mirrors; Rear
Cross Traffic Alert (RCTA), that
uses sensors to detect rear cross
traffic when reversing and warns
the driver of an impending colli-
sion; and the Ultrasonic mis ac-
celeration Mitigation System
(UMS), that helps prevent colli-
sions while parking by sounding
a buzzer and displaying a warn-
ing if the front or rear sensors de-
tect a nearby obstacle in your
path, going so far as to even con-
trol engine output if the 
driver suddenly accelerates by
accident. 

The Montero Sport also now
includes a Multi-view camera
system that limits blind spots
when parking the vehicle. The
Mitsubishi Montero is available
at all GAC showrooms.

Majid al Futtaim and RELEX  
tailor on-shelf inventory 
Majid al Futtaim, the leading
shopping mall, communities, re-
tail and leisure pioneer across
the Middle East, Africa and Asia,
has partnered with RELEX Solu-
tions, provider of unified retail
planning solutions, to optimise
on-shelf inventory for individual
stores based on local demand 
via automated store-specific
planogramming. 

Through this partnership,
RELEX will service all of Car-
refour’s 350 stores across 17
countries that are part of Majid
al Futtaim Retail’s growing re-
gional portfolio.

RELEX’s advanced, auto-
mated planogramming solution
allows Majid al Futtaim to save
time and optimise their
processes to align with local de-
mand patterns and fixtures. With
RELEX, Majid al Futtaim will be
able to improve store efficiency
while boosting sales and cus-

tomer satisfaction, and cus-
tomers will always find the right
items at the right time in the right
location.

Initially, RELEX will be rolled
out to Carrefour stores in the
United Arab Emirates. 

The solution will be expanded
to support Majid al Futtaim’s
other markets as the project 

continues.
“We are excited to support

Majid Al Futtaim in their mission
to improve Carrefour customer
experience through localised as-
sortments,” says Bertrand Henry,
senior account executive at
RELEX Solutions. 

“We look forward to accom-
panying them in their journey to-
ward automated and unified
planning processes.”

“Through this partnership, we
are looking forward to helping
Majid al Futtaim realize their vi-
sion of improved efficiency and
customer service through the
use of our state-of-the-art tech-
nology,” says Franck Westrelin,
VP Sales Southern Europe &
MENA at RELEX Solutions. 

“Our experience in grocery re-
tail and the flexibility of our solu-
tion are key factors in Carrefour’s
mastery of optimisation in multi-
ple markets.”

OOC president meets OHA, OCC bosses
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Tehran, Iran - Iranian voters are
to elect a new president on Fri-
day, with the ultraconservative
Ebrahim Raisi expected to re-
place the moderate Hassan
Rouhani after a host of candi-
dates were disqualified.

The vote comes at a time
when the recession-hit country is
in talks with world powers to re-
vive a battered 2015 nuclear deal
and at pains to end a punishing
US sanctions regime.

Buzz has been minimal in
Tehran, where campaign posters
are sparse, as observers expect
no major surprises and country-
wide turnout is predicted to hit a
new low among an electorate 
exhausted by social and 
economic crisis.

The field was further reduced
to five candidates on Wednes-
day when one of only two re-
formists allowed to run, former
vice president Mohsen Mehral-
izadeh, dropped out, while con-
servative candidate Alireza
Zakani withdrew from the race.

Ultimate power in Iran, where
a 1979 revolution toppled the
monarchy, lies with the supreme
leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
but the president has significant
influence on issues from indus-
trial policy to foreign affairs. 

The landmark achievement of
Rouhani’s two consecutive
terms, the maximum allowed,
was the accord under which
Tehran accepted limits on its nu-
clear programme in return for re-
lief from international sanctions.

But hopes Iran would reap
the benefits were dashed in
2018 when then-US president
Donald Trump ripped up the
deal and launched a ‘maximum
pressure’ campaign aiming to
diplomatically and economi-
cally isolate it.

The country of 83mn, blocked
by the US from selling its oil to
and trading with much of the
world, was plunged into reces-
sion while Rouhani and his camp
were harshly criticised by ultra-

conservatives for having trusted
the West.

Iran saw anti-government un-
rest in the winter of 2017-18 and
again in November 2019 -
harshly put down both times -
before the COVID-19 pandemic
came and hit Iran harder than
any other country in the region.

Ending sanctions
Raisi, aged 60 and the former
head of the country’s judiciary,
belongs to the ultraconservative

camp that is distrustful of the
West and often labels the US the
‘Great Satan’ or the ‘Global Arro-
gance’. Some Iranian media see
him as a possible successor to
Khamenei (82).

A Raisi victory would mean
that, months after US President
Joe Biden ousted Trump, with his
uncompromising stance on Iran,
from the White House, the pen-
dulum would swing the other
way in Tehran.

Analysts however point out

that this would be unlikely to de-
rail ongoing talks in Vienna be-
tween Iran and the other
remaining parties to the nuclear
deal - Britain, China, France, Ger-
many and Russia - which have
been indirectly joined by the
United States.

The pain of Trump’s ramped-
up sanctions, which sparked a
currency collapse, galloping in-
flation and spiralling job losses, is
the unifying electoral theme, and
all candidates agree Iran should

return to the nuclear deal to end
them. The internal decision to try
to revive the agreement ‘tran-
scends factional struggles’,
Clement Therme, a researcher at
the European University Institute
in Italy, told AFP.

In a live televised debate, Raisi
avoided clashing with reformists,
instead focusing on Iranians'
economic woes.

His challengers include ex-
Revolutionary Guards chief
Mohsen Rezai and ultraconser-

vative former nuclear negotiator
Saeed Jalili.

Also running is the former
central bank governor Abdol-
nasser Hemmati, who is seen as
a reformist but lacks the support
of the main reformist coalition.

Mehralizadeh, who on
Wednesday withdrew his candi-
dacy, was the only candidate to
score less than one percent in
pre-election polls, according to
the ISPA polling institute.
AFP

Iranians to elect new president tomorrow
Vote comes at a time when Iran is in talks with world powers to revive nuclear deal and end US sanctions

Tehran, Iran - Two days be-
fore Iran’s presidential elec-
tion, two of the seven men
vying for the post pulled out of
the race on Wednesday.

Conservative lawmaker
Alireza Zakani withdrew
hours after reformist Mohsen
Mehralizadeh had also
thrown in the towel ahead of
Friday’s vote, Iranian media
reported.

That leaves five hopefuls in
the race, in which ultraconser-
vative judiciary chief Ebrahim
Raisi (60) is seen as the clear
favourite after other promi-
nent politicians were barred
from running.

Zakani (55) was quoted as
saying of Raisi to a state tele-
vision reporter, “I believe him
to be qualified and will vote for
him, and I hope that funda-

mental reforms take place in
the country with him being
elected.”

Last-minute withdrawals
by candidates, often in return
for government postings from
the eventual winner, are not
uncommon in Iran.

Hours earlier, the former
vice president Mehralizadeh
(64) had also pulled out, the
IRNA and ISNA news agen-
cies reported without giving a
reason.

Mehralizadeh had been
one of only two reformists
permitted to run to replace
President Hassan Rouhani.

His departure leaves just
one candidate who is consid-
ered a reformist in the race,
former central bank chief Ab-
dolnasser Hemmati (66).
AFP

Two candidates pull out

Young Iranians chit-chat ahead of the June 18 presidential elections, in northern Tehran on Monday (AFP)

Gaza City, Palestinian Territories
- Israel carried out airstrikes on
the Gaza Strip early on Wednes-
day after fighters in the Palestin-
ian territory sent incendiary
balloons into the south of the
country, in the first flare-up be-
tween the two sides since a
major conflict in May in which
hundreds were killed.

The strikes were the first
under the new coalition govern-
ment headed by Naftali Bennett,
who took over on Sunday after
ousting former prime minister
Benjamin Netanyahu.

And they come as more than
a thousand ultranationalist
demonstrators bearing Israeli
flags poured into Jerusalem's
flashpoint Old City on Tuesday,
with scores of police deployed
and international monitors urg-
ing calm.

According to Palestinian
sources, Israel's air force tar-
geted at least one site east of
Khan Yunis in the south of the
Gaza Strip, which is home to
some two million people.

An AFP photojournalist in
Khan Yunis saw the explosions.

The Israeli Defence Force said
that in response to the ‘arson
balloons’, its ‘fighter jets struck
military compounds belonging to
the Hamas terror organisation’.

It added that ‘facilities and
meeting sites for terror opera-
tives’ in Khan Yunis were tar-
geted. There was no indication of
casualties so far.

The IDF added that it was ‘pre-
pared for any scenario, including

a resumption of hostilities, in the
face of continuing terror activities
from the Gaza Strip’.

Local firefighters said the in-
cendiary balloons caused around
20 fires in southern Israel.

The violence is the first flare-
up between Israel and Palestinian
militants since a ceasefire came
into place in May, ending 11 days
of heavy fighting that killed 260
Palestinians including some fight-
ers, the Gaza authorities said.

In Israel, 13 people were killed,
including a soldier, by rockets
and missiles fired from Gaza, the
police and army said.

In annexed east Jerusalem,
more than one thousand people
took to the streets in a delayed
and controversial march by na-
tionalist and far-right activists.

The US and UN had called for
restraint before the march, which
Bennett’s new administration
had authorised.

Palestinian woman
shot dead
The demonstration triggered
protests in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip and prompted rebukes
and warnings from Israel’s allies.

A Palestinian woman was
shot dead in the West Bank on
Wednesday after attempting to
ram Israeli soldiers with her car
and attack them with a knife, the
army and Palestinian health min-
istry said.

The Israeli army said ‘an as-
sailant arrived in her car and at-
tempted to ram into a number of
IDF soldiers’ near Hizma, south
of Ramallah, before she ‘exited
her vehicle with a knife drawn’.

“The soldiers responded with
fire towards the assailant and
neutralised her,” it said. 

The Palestinian Health Min-
istry said the woman died of her
wounds.
AFP

Israel strikes Gaza as fighters
send incendiary balloons

Israeli security forces inspect a car following an attempted vehicle-

ramming attack in the West Bank village of Hizma, on Wednesday (AFP)

Sanaa, Yemen - Hundreds of
people gathered in Yemen’s
rebel-held capital on Wednesday
to watch the execution of three
men - two convicted of child rape
and murder, and one of killing his
daughters.

It was Sanaa’s first public ex-
ecution since August 2018, when
the rebels shot three men and
hung their bodies from a crane
for raping and killing a child. 

On Wednesday, the three
convicts in blue prison uniforms
were escorted to the central
Tahrir (Liberation) Square where
an executioner in green army fa-
tigues and black gloves laid each
face down on a red sheet before
shooting them in the back.

The Iran-backed rebels have

made much of their crime-fight-
ing efforts in areas under the
control, which include most of
the north of country.

Those executed on Wednes-

day had been convicted of partic-
ularly heinous crimes.

Ali Abdullah al Noami was
found guilty of leaving his three
daughters to die in a water tank

after a disagreement with his
wife.

The two others put to death,
identified by Yemeni media as
Abdullah Ali al Mukahali and
Mohammed Abdullah Arman,
had been convicted of raping and
killing an eight year old boy. 

The Huthi rebels have re-
tained control of swathes of the
north despite a six year old mili-
tary intervention by neighbour-
ing Saudi Arabia and its allies in
support of the beleaguered gov-
ernment.

The conflict has pushed the
country to the brink of famine in
what the United Nations calls
the world’s worst humanitarian
crisis.
AFP

Yemen rebels publicly execute three men

Yemeni security forces stand guard at the site where three men were

executed for heinous crimes, in Sanaa on Wednesday (AFP)

Paris, France - Paris’ Socialist
mayor Anne Hidalgo has hinted
she is planning to stand in 2022
presidential elections, saying that
having a woman as president for
the first time would change the
relationship of the French with
those in power, in an interview
published Wednesday.

If she declares her candidacy,
Hidalgo would be entering an in-
creasingly crowded field but one
that is dominated by figures on
the centre and right, with centrist
President Emmanuel Macron
and far-right leader Marine Le
Pen expected to duel in a run-off.

But the Socialists have so far
failed to make any impact on the
race, still suffering after the sin-
gle 2012-2017 term of France’s
last Socialist president Francois
Hollande that left him so unpop-
ular he did not bother to seek re-
election.

Asked about her intentions in
2022 by the Le 1 weekly, Hidalgo
said, “If strong actions are not
taken now, neither our children
nor our grandchildren will be al-
lowed the ability to plan the
world they want.”

She said the disengagement
of the middle class from politics
risked aiding the rise of populism
and eroding democracy.

“This invites me to act for my
country, in order to make an-
other voice heard, to propose an-
other political offer,” Hidalgo
said.

She added, “I am convinced
that a woman can change the re-
lationship with power. That
would be a complete break.”

Mayor of Paris since 2014, Hi-
dalgo has sought to make the
clogged French capital a cleaner
and greener place to live, making
environmental policies her call-

ing card.
Last month a plan was an-

nounced to ban most vehicles
from the city centre from next
year while the city hall said this
week owners of motorbikes and
motorised scooters will have to
pay to park their rides in Paris.
AFP

Paris mayor Anne Hidalgo hints at bid
to be France’s first woman president

Anne Hidalgo (second from right) with French MP Hugues Renson (left), Mayor of Paris’ 15th district Philippe

Goujon and president of Universcience Bruno Maquart (right) takes part at an event, in Paris on June 8 (AFP)

New Delhi, India - India’s battle
with Twitter escalated on
Wednesday with the govern-
ment accusing the US firm of de-
liberately defying new IT rules, as
reports suggested it can now be
prosecuted for users’ tweets.

On Wednesday IT minister
Ravi Shankar Prasad said that the

firm was still not in adherence.
“It is astounding that Twitter

which portrays itself as the flag
bearer of free speech, chooses
the path of deliberate defiance,”
Prasad said.

He stopped short of saying
whether Twitter had now lost its
protection from prosecution,

however. He said the new rules
were aimed at tackling the ‘men-
ace of fake news’.

The Times of India reported
that Twitter has now lost its so-
called ‘safe harbour’ immunity
from prosecution for ‘unlawful’
or ‘inflammatory’ tweets.
AFP

Twitter not adhering to rules: India
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Geneva, Switzerland - President
Joe Biden pressed Vladimir Putin
at their summit on Wednesday
to replace the combustible US-
Russian standoff with a more
‘predictable’ relationship be-
tween ‘two great powers’ capa-
ble of agreeing to disagree.

The two leaders shook hands,
striking cautiously positive notes
at the elegant Geneva villa cho-
sen for their first summit.

Huge motorcades of limou-
sines, communications equip-
ment and armed guards snaked
through the park on the shore of
Lake Geneva, disrupting the nor-
mally idyllic setting before the
pair sat down.

And chaos briefly erupted
when a scrum of journalists bat-
tled for position, just metres
from the two leaders, prompting
shoving matches and shouts
from security officials.

But Biden quickly got to the
point: his desire to take US-
Russian relations off their in-

creasingly unstable trajectory, in
which Washington accuses the
Kremlin of everything from med-
dling in elections to cyberwar-
fare.

“It’s always better to meet
face to face,” he told Putin in a
book-lined room in the villa, with
a globe of the world placed be-
tween them. 

“We are trying to determine
where we have a mutual inter-
est, where we can cooperate,
and where we don’t (to) estab-
lish a predictable and rational
way in which we disagree - two
great powers,” Biden said.

Putin noted that ‘a lot of is-
sues’ need addressing ‘at the
highest level’ and that he hoped
the ‘meeting will be productive’.

Biden’s apparent offer of an
understanding - if not necessar-
ily a friendly relationship - went
a long way toward what Putin is
reportedly seeking: Increased re-
spect on the world stage.

The reference to the United

States and Russia as ‘two great
powers’ was sure to please the
Kremlin leader, who has domi-
nated his country for two
decades, infuriating the West
with invasions of Ukraine and
Georgia, and often brutal crush-
ing of political dissent.

Cold War, new
problems
Expectations were low for more
than a modest thaw in relations.

Illustrating the frostiness, no
meal was planned during the
scheduled five hours of talks, ini-
tially also attended by the two
countries’ foreign ministers and
later by an expanded group of
officials.

“There will be no breaking of
bread,” a senior US official said.

The choice of Geneva re-
called the Cold War summit be-
tween US president Ronald
Reagan and Soviet leader
Mikhail Gorbachev in the Swiss
city in 1985.

The summit villa, encircled
with barbed wire, was under in-
tense security. Grey patrol boats
cruised along the lake front and
heavily-armed camouflaged
troops stood guard at a nearby
yacht marina.

But in contrast with 1985, ten-
sions are less about strategic nu-
clear weapons and competing
ideologies than what the Biden
administration sees as an in-
creasingly rogue regime.

From cyberattacks on Ameri-
can entities and meddling in the
last two US presidential elec-
tions, to human rights violations
and aggression against Ukraine
and other European countries,
Washington's list of allegations
against the Kremlin runs long.

Putin came to the summit ar-
guing that Moscow is simply
challenging US hegemony - part
of a bid to promote a so-called
‘multi-polar’ world that has seen
Russia draw close with the
United States’ arguably even

more powerful adversary China.
In an interview with NBC

News, he scoffed at allegations
that he had anything to do with
cyberattacks or the near-fatal
poisoning of one of his last re-
maining domestic opponents,
Alexei Navalny.

‘Worthy adversary’
Biden, ending an intensive first
foreign trip as president, arrived
in Geneva after summits with
NATO and the European Union
in Brussels, and a G7 summit in
Britain.

While in Brussels, he said he
would detail his ‘red lines’.

“I’m not looking for conflict,”
he said, but ‘we will respond if
Russia continues its harmful ac-
tivities’.

However, Biden, who had
previously characterised Putin
as a ‘killer’, upgraded the Russian
leader to ‘worthy adversary’.

And for all the rhetoric, the
White House and Kremlin both
say they are open to doing busi-
ness in a limited way.

Officials point to the recent
extension of the New START nu-
clear arms limitation treaty as an
example of successful diplo-
macy.

According to Russian and US
officials, one possible baby step
might be a quick reinstatement
of the two countries’ ambassa-
dors, who returned home this
year in response to tensions.

Unlike in 2018, when Biden’s
predecessor Donald Trump met
Putin in Helsinki, there was to be
no joint press conference at the
end of the summit.

The US side clearly wanted to
avoid the optics of having Biden
sharing that kind of platform
with the Russian president.
AFP

Biden pushes Putin for stable
‘great powers’ relationship

US President Joe Biden (left) meets with Russian President Vladimir Putin (second from right) at the ‘Villa la Grange’, in Geneva on Wednesday (aFP)

Yangon, Myanmar - Protesters
shot during rallies against Myan-
mar’s military regime are avoid-
ing treatment for their wounds,
fearing arrest if they visit junta-
run hospitals and searching des-
perately for sympathetic doctors
to operate on them in secret.

Security forces have fired on
civilian protests with sniper rifles,
machine guns and mortar rounds
in the months since the February
coup that ousted civilian leader
Aung San Suu Kyi. 

Over 800 people have been
killed and thousands of others
wounded in a running crackdown
on opposition to the military
regime, rights groups said. 

Maung Win Myo - his name
and others have been changed
for safety reasons - used to
scratch a meagre living as a tr-
ishaw driver, ferrying people
around the bustling commercial
capital of Yangon. 

But the 24 year old hasn’t
worked since March, when he
was shot in the leg while on the
frontlines of an anti-junta protest.

“I can’t even sleep properly at
night,” he told AFP, wincing on a
mattress on the floor of the one-
room apartment he shares with
his wife and two children.

It would cost about US$950
to pay for a second operation at
a private hospital to set the steel
in his broken bone, he said, but
he will have to keep on suffering
for now. “I don’t have any money
as I cannot work,” he said,
adding that he was relying on
donations from neighbours to
feed his family. 

One costly visit to a private
clinic has already left Maung
Win Myo out of pocket. “We
didn’t dare to go to military hos-
pital, that’s why we went to a pri-
vate hospital, even though we
don’t have money,” his wife said.

Many others with serious in-
juries are scared to seek free
treatment at military hospitals,
for fear their wounds will betray
their involvement in anti-coup
protests.

“Not everyone is willing to
go,” Marjan Besuijen, Head of
Mission for Medecins Sans Fron-
tieres (MSF) in Myanmar, said.

“They fear arrest.”
In a report last month, MSF

also said its partners in Myanmar
had witnessed junta raids on or-
ganisations ‘providing first aid to
injured protesters, and seen their
supplies destroyed’.

‘I don’t know 
how to survive’
Military hospitals are not nor-
mally open to the public but the
junta has expanded their opera-
tions after many doctors walked
off the job after the coup. 

The strike, also joined by huge
numbers of civil servants and
other government employees,
has forced the closure of almost
all public hospitals in the country. 

It has also crippled the econ-
omy and put a huge strain on the
banking system.

Those lucky to still have jobs
and savings face day-long queues
at ATMs to withdraw a maxi-
mum of US$120 per week, leav-
ing many struggling to pay for
food and rent - let alone surgery.

Ngwe Nu Nu’s husband was
shot in the eye by security forces
on his way to work at a rice bro-
ker's in the central city of My-
ingyan in late April. 

The main breadwinner in the
family, he was taken to Man-
dalay for treatment, but died in
hospital a few days later, leaving
Ngwe Nu Nu alone and indebted
for his treatment.

“I tried my best to save his
life,” she said. “Now I don’t know
how to survive without him.”

As the coup enters its fifth
month - and with customs offi-
cials among those striking -
sourcing medicine is also getting
harder. For the last month ‘we
have had difficulties in getting
some medical materials for oper-
ations’, as stockists run out, one
doctor treating wounded protest-
ers in Mandalay said.
AFP

Injured Myanmar
protesters avoid
junta hospitals
fearing arrest

This file photo shows man rests in bed in his home, after he was shot in

the leg while taking part in a demonstration, in Yangon on May 28 (aFP)

Beijing, China - China on
Wednesday accused a Belgian
lawmaker of spreading ‘lies 
and false information’ after par-
liamentarians in Brussels 
approved a resolution warning of
‘serious risk of genocide’ against
the Uyghur Muslim minority in
Xinjiang.

The motion, authored by MP
Samuel Cogolati, was approved
by the Belgian parliament’s for-
eign relations committee and will
be confirmed by a plenary ses-
sion on July 1.

China’s Foreign Ministry
spokesman Zhao Lijian on
Wednesday hit back at the reso-
lution as an attempt to ‘under-
mine social stability in Xinjiang

and contain China’s develop-
ment’. Zhao said Cogolati ‘mali-
ciously spread lies and false
information, seriously damaging
China’s sovereignty and inter-

ests’, and warned Belgian law-
makers against ‘harming the
overall state of China-Belgium
relations’.

China has faced mounting in-

ternational criticism over its poli-
cies in the northwestern region
of Xinjiang, where the United
States says Beijing is committing
genocide.

At least one million people
from mostly Muslim minorities
have been held in camps in the
region, according to rights
groups who also accuse authori-
ties of imposing forced labour.

Beijing has hit back at the ac-
cusations, touting its counter-
terrorism and economic
achievements in Xinjiang, apply-
ing tit-for-tat sanctions, and sup-
porting lawsuits against its
loudest critics.

The Belgian resolution would
make it the sixth democratic par-

liament after Canada, the
Netherlands, the United King-
dom, Lithuania and the Czech
Republic to denounce ‘crimes
against humanity’ against the
Uyghurs.

G7 leaders on Sunday called
on China in a joint statement
after their meeting ‘to respect
human rights and fundamental
freedoms, especially in relation
to Xinjiang’. A report from rights
group Amnesty International last
week accused Beijing of ‘system-
atic state-organised mass im-
prisonment, torture and
persecution amounting to crimes
against humanity’ in the north-
western region.
AFP

China accuses Belgian lawmaker of ‘lies’ over Xinjiang

China’s Foreign Ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian

Agra, India - The Taj Mahal re-
opened to visitors on Wednes-
day, as Indian authorities
loosened restrictions following
an easing in the country’s devas-
tating recent coronavirus surge.

Infections and deaths soared
to record levels in April and May,
overwhelming health services in
some places and prompting
lockdowns and other curbs.

Cases have declined in recent
weeks, with several major cities
including New Delhi and Mum-
bai easing many restrictions.

In Agra, where the Taj Mahal
is located, tourist guides and
shopkeepers were upbeat as
India's top tourist attraction
sprung back to life on 
Wednesday.

The 17th-century monument
of love built by Mughal emperor
Shah Jahan was shut in March
last year, reopened in September

and closed again in April.
Crowds were thin on the first

day of the reopening, with au-
thorities restricting visitor num-
bers to 650 per day.

COVID-19 precautions meant
visitors were not allowed to
touch the shining marble mau-
soleum, but those making the pil-
grimage to one of the New Seven
Wonders of the World were still
delighted.

“I am very glad I got to see it,
it is amazing,” gushed Brazilian
visitor Melissa Dalla Rosa (40).

“I cried when I first saw, oh my
God... (it was) a very special ex-
perience,” she told AFP.

Lucky Feizan (20), a shop-
keeper, said the lockdown had
squeezed hard those dependent
on the Taj Mahal for their liveli-
hood.

“This (was) the second wave
of COVID. (With a) third I am

finished,” he told AFP.
India on Tuesday reported

62,224 new COVID-19 infec-
tions over the past 24 hours,
compared with around 400,000
per day in April and May.

The total caseload now stands
at almost 30mn with 380,000
deaths, although many experts
say the true toll could be over a
million.

Photos widely shared on so-
cial media last weekend showed

busy shopping malls and mar-
kets in the capital New Delhi,
raising fears that cases may rise
again.

Kerala, one of the worst-hit
states, said on Tuesday it will
allow public transport to resume
while Madhya Pradesh in central
India permitted shopping malls
and gyms to reopen.

Cases of a usually very rare
but deadly infection known as
mucormycosis, or ‘black fungus’,
in coronavirus patients have also
declined in many areas.

The western state of Maha-
rashtra still has more than 7,000
active cases, however, according
to reports.

The rise in these fungal infec-
tions, contracted by several
thousand people, has been
blamed on the excessive use of
steroids to treat COVID patients.
AFP

Tourists visit the Taj Mahal after it reopened for visitors following authorities easing the COVID-19 restrictions

in Agra, in the northern Indian state of Uttar Pradesh on Wednesday (aFP)

I am very glad I got
to see it, it is 
amazing. I cried
when I first saw, 
oh my God...
Melissa Dalla Rosa

Taj Mahal reopens as India eases pandemic restrictions



daily crossWord

LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 and

only one instance of each number

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21
As today moves forward, it's essential for you to reach down

inside and wake up your snoozing ego. You have some ideas that

people should know about. At work, send an e-mail to someone in

control who has always been supportive. Let them know you're

ready to roll up your sleeves and get deeper into the action. 

Your timing will help you edge ahead of your competition. 

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20
Everything you need will be right at your fingertips today: the

perfect answer, the sassiest comeback, the energy to go the last

mile. In fact, you'll be so on top of things that you'll find yourself

with plenty of free time on your hands. Use this spare time any

way you see fit. Let your mood guide you. If you want to make

some headway on a side project, this is the perfect opportunity.

Solution 20-25 words: Excellent, 15-20 words: Very good, 
10-15 words: Good, 5-10 words: Average

You have three minutes to
find all the words 
contained in this word. 

Rules: Words should be at
least four letters long, proper
nouns and duplicates don’t
count

WORD BUILDER

Each game will present you with a matrix filled with letters. 
The objective is to form words by linking adjacent letters - to the 
left, right, on top, bottom, or 
diagonal to each other. 
The Boggles Classic game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words are valued at
one point for each letter in excess of two letters. A three letter word
is worth one point, a four letter word is 
worth two points, and so on. 
Valid words must be at least three letters long. 

DO YOU SUDOKU?

TEST YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE

BOGGLER SUDOKU EASY 
ANSWER

Answers:1. c 2. a 3. a

break
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CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22
The sun is shining just a bit more brightly today and your heart

is just a bit lighter. Do you feel the tide turning? Hope is a

powerful thing, and you've been able to hold on to enough of it

to make a real difference. Blue periods can be tough, but they

always result in more self-awareness and contentment. Slowly,

you're entering a positive phase of strength and confidence.

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22
No one has better instincts than you, as you will so handily

prove today when you whip off the mask of someone who's all

talk and no action. Be generous when you reveal their true

identity. Chances are they were just trying to impress you

anyway. There are many mixed signals coming from a

friendship you thought was solid. Trust your instincts on this.

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22
You have so many wonderful things in your life already, so avoid

taking on any more responsibilities today. Many of the

opportunities being dangled in front of you are not doable, so don't

let your ambition put you in a position where success is all but

impossible. Let these challenges pass on to someone who isn't

quite as wise as you. Enjoy the certainty of where you are now.

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22
Your relationships are going through a shift right now. You

could find yourself drawn to certain people more than 

others. This is natural, so don't feel guilty if you suddenly want

to spend more time with a new person. Just be sure to honour

all your current commitments. Rescheduling or cancelling a

date at the last minute sends the wrong message.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21
Oops! Looks like you've sprung a leak today, a financial leak,

that is. There's some money going out and you don't know

where it's going. Check through recent bills. There's a chance

that something has been overlooked. While you're in editing

mode, look for areas in your life where you can trim back, and

not just monetarily. You might have too many commitments.

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER 21
Few things feel as good as a renewed sense of confidence, 

and you're enjoying a strong energy in that area. Things are

picking up in your romantic life, so you're in the perfect

position to build something bigger. Build a partnership that will

last. A surprising boost to your ego can result if you spend

more time around the people who stimulate your mind.

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18
Are you missing something important today? You'd better

check. Details like that could throw you off track. Make sure

you're good with your correspondence, because someone has

been waiting for your answer and they may be losing patience.

A quick message or phone call should calm any stormy waters

and lay the groundwork for future commitments.

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
You've been dispensing excellent advice and you should admit

to yourself that you've played a key role in other people's

success. You've also been doing a wonderful job of walking the

line between helping people find their own answers and telling

them what the answers are. Everyone must arrive at

conclusions on their own schedule, as slow as it may feel.

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20
Despite what the calendar says, you've still got plenty of 

time to reach the goal you've given yourself. Do not give up

just because you think you won't make it! Most of what you

need to do is already done, so pace your day and keep things

at an easy, controlled tempo. There's no telling what other

people are up to, so if you're dying to find out, ask! 

kids colouring

ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19
You have a calling, and signs are emerging around you that

reinforce that fact. People are giving you feedback that is

genuine. They're not just praising you for the heck of it! Have

faith in yourself and understand that you're capable of amazing

things. The worst mistake you can make today is limit yourself.

This applies to new relationships and career challenges.

DAILY CROSSWORD 
ANSWERS (JUNE 16)

YOUR DAILY HOROSCOPE

1. R K Laxman is a renowned 

a. Dance master

b. Writer

c. Cartoonist

d. Journalist

2. The first woman in space

was

a. Valentina Tereshkova

b. Sally Ride

c. Naidia Comenci

d. Tamara Press

3. Sham Lal has done com-

mendable work in the field of?

a. Journalism

b. Politics

c. Socail Service

d. Trade Unionism

ACROSS

1 Cod, for one

5 Flat-bottomed

boats

10 Before broil or grill

14 Danube tributary

19 “Pictures ___

Exhibition”

20 Bumpkin

21 Musical finale

22 Fence flight

23 Wimsey’s Harriet

24 Dickens protago-

nist

27 Yale student

28 Grating

29 Bread spread

30 Contests

31 Packs up and goes

35 ___ diem

37 Apollo’s valley

39 Firth of France

40 List unit

42 Mali’s capital

46 Cyd Charisse’s

husband

51 Novelist Kingsley’s

novelist son

54 Ascended

55 Gerund ending

56 Dodgers’

“Preacher”

57 Exchange

58 Cleaning cloths

59 Girl-watch

61 Bowen and

Browning

64 Consumed

65 Classify anew

67 Indian garment

68 Belgrade native

70 “West Wing” prez

73 Drug buster

77 “No man ___

island”

79 Floating

80 Buddy

81 Medical specialists

85 ___ boy!

87 Incline from the

vertical

88 Nimble

89 Tolkien creation

90 Lake Balkhash

feeder

91 European

peninsula

93 Her heart belonged

to Daddy

96 TV “roast” host

98 Coll. course

99 Royal garb

101 Wine: prefix

102 Give access

105 Fam. member

106 Interferes

110 Ski lift

113 Court figure

115 Ancient

marketplace

118 NY winter time

119 January 15th

honoree

123 London gallery

124 Exhausted

125 Too bad!

126 “Harry Potter”

wizard

127 Region

128 Broadway lights

129 De-ice

130 Billiard ploy

131 Exploited

DOWN

1 ___ in: collapsed

2 “A whale of ___”

3 Stampede starter

4 WSW minus 180

5 Beethoven op.

6 Less refined

7 Gumbo ingredient

8 Volstead Act

opponents

9 Losing traction

10 New Deal agcy.

11 Santa’s sound

12 Mature

13 Truncated warship

14 Gib. or Luz.

15 “My Blue Heaven”

star

16 Moa’s cousin

17 “. . . to tell ___”

18 Prepares flax

25 Moscow negative

26 Automaton, in a

sense

32 Vast chasm

33 Musical Auntie

34 A Lady Gaga

instrument

36 Sleep stage

38 Hard breather

41 Femme’s spouse

43 Asian servant

44 Young butters

45 Full of: suffix

46 Gogol’s “___ Bulba”

47 Pontificate

48 River of 42 Across

49 Bathroom finisher

50 Motionless

52 Actress Russell,

for short

53 Beverage services

60 Percy or Stewart

61 Heating devices

62 “___ we forget”

63 Outlaw

66 “___ Misbehavin”

69 1977 Yankees

manager

70 Spoil

71 ___ Selassie

72 Plural of ens

74 Separately

75 Circle lines

76 Unsullied

78 Appeared

81 Ice-cream

thickener

82 Italian notes

83 Svgs. income

84 Recipe direction

86 ___ Semple

McPherson

87 “Salome” tenor

88 Hi-fi component

90 Chinese character

92 Pearl Jams’s

group

94 Madison Ave.

worker

95 Cribbage jack

97 “___ an island . . .”

100 Highlands hillside

103 Mideast religion

104 Greenland air

base

site

107 Edward, Norman

and jet

108 Cosmetician

Lauder

109 Situation

110 Fed

111 “Dark Knight’s”

Christian

112 Woody’s son

114 Cousin of etc.

116 Neighbor of Kans.

117 Manipulates

fraudulently

120 Incumbents

121 FDR successor

122 Equine directive

123 Sigma follower
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HanD
in HanD

A
common myth about hand
and wrist injuries is that if you
can move it, it’s not really
broken. that’s simply not
true. and if you continue lay-
ing stress on your wrists after
experiencing pain due to certain

repetitive activity, you are actually complicating what
could've healed with a little timely care. So, don’t get ac-
robatic and take your wrists for granted.

there are many things you can do to ward off hand and wrist
pain. try to keep your bones strong by getting enough calcium and
vitamin D, which your body needs to use the calcium. avoid repeated
movements that can lay additional stress and strain on some portions
of your hands, especially the fingers and wrist. rest your hands after over
use and stay away from gadgets till the pain or strain has subsided.

Hands and wrists, which are made of dozens of small bones can easily
get sore. the wrist alone has eight bones lined up, four on top, four below.
all eight bones are connected by ligaments that keep the joints together,
while giving a wide range of motion for our hands. there are also many
tendons that pass the wrist. these control the motion of our wrist, fin-
gers, and thumb. Because each of those parts serves a purpose in move-
ment, if even one area in the wrist gets inflamed or injured, you’re going
to feel it.

Injuries or conditions affecting the hands can make tasks that were
once simple  feel extremely painful and difficult. Something as mundane
as lifting a coffee cup or brushing your teeth can shoot pain through your
arm. the pain may even cause you to change the way you do simple
things, such as buttoning a shirt, tying a shoelace and even signing your
name.

Some of the most common causes of such conditions are arthritis,
carpal tunnel syndrome, tendinitis, ganglion cysts and injuries. Develop-
ing any of these conditions, especially carpal tunnel syndrome, is possible
for almost anyone and the treatment options could range from icing it
at home to surgery in a hospital.

MosT CoMMon probleMs
De Quervain’s Tendinitis
this condition is characterised by pain on the thumb side of the wrist.
the pain may develop gradually or start suddenly. It can travel the length
of the thumb and up the forearm. If you have this condition, it can be

painful to
turn your wrist,

make a fist or grasp objects
easily as the pain results from irritation or
inflammation of the wrist tendons at the base
of the thumb. repetitive activities and overuse
are often responsible for de Quervain's. Most pa-
tients get relief from using a splint to rest the
thumb and wrist, anti-inflammatory medication,
and sometimes cortisone injections.

Carpal Tunnel syndrome
this is one of the most common nerve disorders
of the hand which causes pain in the palm and
some fingers, wrist, and forearm. Often the pain
is worse at night and it can cause weakness, a tin-
gling sensation or numbness in the thumb, index
finger, and middle finger. the discomfort happens
when swelling constricts the median nerve which
controls sensation and muscle impulses in the
thumb and most of the fingers.

Common treatments include resting the hand
and wrist, anti-inflammatory medications, wrist
splints, steroid injections as well as physiotherapy.

Diagnosis
after a physical exam and symptom review, a doc-
tor may also diagnose wrist pain and the underly-
ing condition by:
Imaging scans - like an X-ray, Ct scan or
MrI
Arthroscopy – involv-

ing introducing a small instrument via a cut on the wrist to view internal
images of the damage.
Nerve conduction studies – these measure how fast nerve impulses
travel through the carpal tunnel region of the wrist.

typically, invasive diagnosis techniques are only used after rest and
recovery from injury have been unsuccessful.

Treatment options
Home treatment – often simply resting the wrist as much as possible to
allow it time to heal is effective. Pain medication and ice may also be rec-
ommended to reduce inflammation and pain.
Splints – in some cases, wearing a wrist splint can help. Splinting may
prevent certain wrist movements that cause irritation. a splint might
also reduce squeezing of the nerve.
Exercises – depending on the type of pain, wrist exercises may work.
Certain exercises can be prescribed to stretch and lengthen muscles and
tendons. 
Steroid shots – cortisone injections, which decrease inflammation and
reduce pain can be effective in some cases.
Surgery – only used if less invasive treatments have not worked. the
type of surgery performed depends on the cause of the pain. 

In the current age, when
using smartphones, video
game consoles, computers,
keyboards and mouses has
become an integral part of
everyday life, pain in the
hand and wrist is a very
common problem among
people of all ages. 
Are you taking care of your
wrist or laying avoidable
strain on them?

WrisT pain

the triangular Fibrocartilage Com-
plex, or tFCC, is an important struc-
ture in the wrist. the tFCC is made
of tough fibrous tissue and cartilage.
this tissue supports the joints 
between the end of the forearm
bones (radius and ulna), adding to
their stability. the tFCC also helps

connect the forearm with the small
bones in the ulnar side (little finger
side) of the wrist. there are several
different tissues that form the
tFCC, and they blend together to
stabilise the ulnar side of the wrist.

the tFCC also acts as a cushion
between the end of the ulna and
small bones  of the wrist. In patients
whose ulna is longer than the radius
at the wrist, the tFCC is usually
thinner and more likely to tear.

a tFCC tear can happen in two
different locations and is usually
caused by different problems. the
first type of tFCC tear is due to nat-
ural wear, and the other is usually
from injury. tears due to wear are
the most common and are usually

not seen in younger people. they
become more common as one gets
older.

tears from injury can come from
a fall on the hand or wrist, a twisting
injury (like a drill bit catching, caus-
ing a twist of the arm) or a fracture
at the end of the radius. 

Causes
 Falling onto an outstretched

hand.
 repeated impact on an

outstretched hand (i.e.
gymnastics).

 excessive torsion forces on the 
wrist (as in racket sports). 

 Sudden traction of the wrist.
For some, a tFCC tear may not

cause any pain or instability
problems in a wrist. Often, MrI
studies show tears in people
with no pain or problems using
the wrist. Others may
experience either a clicking or
popping while turning the
forearm or moving the wrist
from side to side or pain,
weakness and limited motion.

Treatment
treatment options that may give
relief include use of splints, change
in activity, anti-inflammatory medi-
cines, and steroid injections. If these
don’t help, there may be surgical
treatments depending on the spe-
cific, underlying tFCC injury. 

TFCC 
tear



Our Correspondent
Muscat 

It has been a month since 
Al Faisal al Zubair of Oman and
his teammate, Andy Soucek of
Spain, made a memorable start
to their campaign in the 2021 
International GT Open Series at
Circuit Paul Ricard in France.

The Lechner Racing duo sur-
prised their much-experienced
rivals in the double-leg opener by
clinching a podium (third place)
in race two of the opening round
on May 16 after finishing fourth
in the first race a day earlier.

Racing in a Porsche GT3-R,
the 23 year old Al Faisal was 
satisfied with the opening round
performance and is now looking
ahead to better that display in
the second round of the seven-
leg series, which will be held at
the Spa-Francorchamps circuit in
Belgium from June 18-20.

Ahead of the second round, 
Al Faisal said, “It was a great 
experience at Paul Ricard the first
round of my debut championship
series. The results, myself and
Andy have achieved, in the 
opening round have given us the
confidence to aim for better 
results in the series ahead.”

The former double Porsche
Middle East Challenge Series
champion admitted that 'the GT
Open is one of the toughest
championships in endurance
racing with the world's leading
teams competing in it’.

Backed by Oman-based 
Al Manar Financial Investments,
Al Faisal said that their ‘team is

now looking to capitalise on their
good start to the series’.

“Our goal is to aim for more
championship points and be as
consistent as possible,” he said.

The pair has garnered 18
points after the first two races
and is placed third in the 
championship standings, just
three points behind the leaders –

Frederick Schandorff-Michele
Beretta of Vincenzo Sospiri 
Racing. Team Lazarus Bentley
pair of Jordan Pepper and Ivan
Peklin is second, also with 21
points. 

“This is our debut campaign
and we are not pushing for lofty
targets but we will attempt to
take each round as it comes. The
plan is to give our best and pick
up as many points possible in
each round. We have a long
championship ahead and getting
on more podiums will be the key
to our campaign,” said Al Faisal.

The Omani driver expressed
optimism on an improved 
display at Spa as he has 
competed at the circuit quite a
few times in the past. Al Faisal
has sweet memories of his 

participation in the Porsche
Mobil 1 Super Cup from 
2017-2019 and believes that the
track time spent in the past will
give him a bit of comfort.

Al Faisal said that ‘finishing on
the podium at Circuit Paul Ricard
on debut was a great feeling’ and
feels that the start to their 
campaign has been great along
with the Spanish former 
Formula 2 champion Soucek.

“To achieve the results in Pro
class with a new endurance 
series team of Lechner Racing
was really special,” he added and
hoped that they would give many
more reasons to celebrate in 
the series ahead.

The duo will have their 
opening free practice session on
Friday before the first qualifying

session is
held on 
Saturday morn-
ing followed by the
opening 70-minute
race. The second race will be
held on Sunday with the 
qualifying session in the 
morning.
Championship standings:
1 Frederick Schandorff-Michele
Beretta (Vincenzo Sospiri 
Racing, 21 points), 2 Jordan
Pepper-Ivan Peklin (Team
Lazarus Bentley 21 pts), 3 Al
Faisal al Zubair-Andy Soucek
(Lechner Racing 18 pts).

SporTS
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

















Al Faisal confident of
a good outing at Spa 
Lechner Racing team to compete in second round of 2021 GT Open Series

The plan is to
give our best
and pick up as
many points
possible in 
each round 

Al Faisal al Zubair
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Group C

TodAY’S 
mATCheS

ukrAIne vS
norTh mACedonIA

(5pm)

(All kick-offs are Oman time) 

Saint Petersburg, Russia - A special
goal by Aleksei Miranchuk allowed
Russia to kickstart their Euro 2020
campaign with a 1-0 win over Finland in
Saint Petersburg on Wednesday, but
the game was marred by an injury to
Mario Fernandes.

Miranchuk, of Serie A side Atalanta,
produced a glorious finish in first-half
stoppage time for the only goal of the
game between the neighbours in Group
B. It blows open the section after 
Russia, one of nine participating nations
at the Euro playing matches at home,
had lost 0-3 to Belgium in their opening
game at the weekend. Finland, making
their debut at a major international
tournament, had beaten Denmark 1-0

in Copenhagen on Saturday, a game
completely overshadowed by Christian
Eriksen's cardiac arrest.

Here it was Russia's Fernandes, the
Brazilian-born CSKA
Moscow right-back, who
provided an injury scare.

The 30 year old went
up for a high ball in the
Finland box in the first
half and came down 
awkwardly, the back of
his neck taking the full
force of the landing. He
needed to be stabilised and was
stretchered off before being taken to
hospital.

The Russian team's Twitter feed said

he was undergoing tests for a sus-
pected spinal injury.

Russia went on to win the game
without Fernandes, as Miranchuk

turned on the edge of the
box and played a 
one-two with skipper
Artem Dzyuba before
sending a glorious 
left-foot shot into the top
corner of the net. 

That was enough for
the 2018 World Cup
quarterfinalists to win

the game but it could have been very
different.

Finland thought they had gone in
front inside three minutes when Joel

Pohjanpalo headed in a Jukka Raitala
cross. However Pohjanpalo, who got
the winner against Denmark, was this
time denied as a VAR check confirmed
a marginal offside against the Bayer
Leverkusen player.

Russia went on to have the better
chances and could have won by a wider
margin, with Finland goalkeeper Lukas
Hradecky producing a superb fingertip
save to deny Daler Kuzyaev in the 
second half.

Russia's final group game will be in
Denmark next Monday, while Finland
should again have a sizeable support
behind them as they stay in Saint 
Petersburg to play Belgium.
AFP

Group B

denmArk vS BelGIum
(8pm)

Group C

neTherlAndS vS
AuSTrIA

(11pm)

P W D L GF GA GD PTS

Group A

Wales 2 1 1 0 3 1 2 4
Italy 1 1 0 0 3 0 3 3
Switzerland 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 1
Turkey 2 0 0 2 0 5 -5 0

Group B

Belgium 1 1 0 0 3 0 3 3
Russia 2 1 0 1 1 3 -2 3
Finland 2 1 0 1 1 1 0 3
Denmark 1 0 0 1 0 1 -1 0

Group C

Austria 1 1 0 0 3 1 2 3
Netherlands 1 1 0 0 3 2 1 3
Ukraine 1 0 0 1 2 3 -1 0
North Macedonia 1 0 0 1 1 3 -2 0

Group d

Czech Republic 1 1 0 0 2 0 2 3
England 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 3
Croatia 1 0 0 1 0 1 -1 0
Scotland 1 0 0 1 0 2 -2 0

Group e

Slovakia 1 1 0 0 2 1 1 3
Spain 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1
Sweden 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1
Poland 1 0 0 1 1 2 -1 0

Group f

Portugal 1 1 0 0 3 0 3 3
France 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 3
Germany 1 0 0 1 0 1 -1 0
Hungary 1 0 0 1 0 3 -3 0

STAndInGS 

Group B

1 0

RUSSIA VS FINLAND 

Austria defend
Arnautovic 
following 
one-game ban 
Amsterdam, Netherlands -  Marko Arnautovic
was defended by Austria captain David Alaba and
coach Franco Foda after being handed a 
one-game Euro 2020 ban for insulting a North
Macedonia player in his side's opening match.

UEFA said Arnautovic had been punished for
'insulting another player' and the 32 year old will
miss his side's match against the Netherlands in
Amsterdam on Thursday as a result. European
football's governing body had opened a probe into
Arnautovic following the incident in Sunday's 3-1
win over North Macedonia in Bucharest.

The former West Ham United player, who now
plays for Shanghai Port in China, netted Austria's
third goal in the game and then launched into an
ill-tempered celebration until Alaba intervened to
calm him down. "I just wanted to celebrate with
him and I didn't realise he had words with the
North Macedonian player," Alaba told at a press
conference on Wednesday.  "He had to put up
with some bad words from the opposing players
and out of emotion he reacted in that way."

Coach Foda admitted he had been in line to
start against the Dutch on Thursday. "We
thought about maybe putting him in the starting
XI but now we will have to have a 
rethink," said Foda, the German who took over as
Austria coach in 2018.
AFP

ruSSIA
off The
mArk

Russia’s Aleksei Miranchuk
celebrates after scoring against

Finland in Saint Petersburg, Russia,
on Wednesday (AFP)

Wales prove too good for Turkey
Ramsey and Roberts on the scoresheet, skipper Bale misses a penalty
Baku, Azerbaijan - Goals from
Aaron Ramsey and Connor
Roberts helped Wales take a
huge step towards the Euro
2020 last-16 with a 2-0 win
over Turkey in Baku on
Wednesday.

With a crowd of more than
30,000 in Azerbaijan's capital
city effectively making this a
home game for Turkey, 
Wales responded to the hostile
atmosphere with a vibrant, 
attacking display in which they
cut their opponents open at will.

After a host of missed
chances in a breathless first
half, captain Gareth Bale played
a brilliant lofted pass through
the heart of the Turkish defence
for Aaron Ramsey, who brought
the ball down and 
finished elegantly, minutes 
before the interval.

Although Turkey came back
strongly in the second half,
Wales squandered a glorious
opportunity to consolidate their
lead when captain Bale 
ballooned a penalty over the
bar.

There were some nervous

moments for the Welsh 
defence as they withstood
Turkish attacks - with 
Danny Ward making a crucial
late save to deny Merih 
Demiral.

But Connor Roberts struck
from a corner deep in injury
time to seal a win that takes

Wales to four points with one
match left in the group stage.

That final fixture will be in
Rome on Sunday against Group
A favourites Italy, who face
Switzerland later in Rome on 
Wednesday.

Having drawn 1-1 with
Switzerland in their opening 

fixture last Saturday, 
Wales, semifinalists five years
ago,  will keep a close eye 
on events at the Stadio
Olimpico as that match could
have a major bearing on their
hopes of reach the last-16.
Agencies

Wales' Connor Roberts (C) celebrates with his teammates after scoring against Turkey at the Olympic Stadium in Baku, Azerbaijan, on Wednesday (AFP)

Group A

0 1

WALES VS TURKEY
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Munich, Germany - A Mats Hummels
own goal was enough to hand France a
1-0 victory over Germany on Tuesday
as the world champions made a win-
ning start to their Euro 2020 campaign
by controlling the game in Munich.

Hummels turned the ball into his
own net in the 20th minute, which ulti-
mately decided the contest.

France also saw
Kylian Mbappe and
Karim Benzema have
second-half goals ruled
offside, while Adrien 
Rabiot hit the post for Les
Bleus. 

"It was a clash
that could have
been a semifinal or
a final, so to take
three points was
important," said
France coach Didier
Deschamps.

"We played a big
game against a very
good German team, but
we were up to the level
and this victory does us
good."

The result leaves

France second on goal difference in the
early Group F table behind Portugal,
after the holders' 3-0 win over Hungary
earlier in Budapest.

The home defeat piles the pressure
on Germany ahead of their next game
against Cristiano Ronaldo's Portugal on
Saturday, also at the Allianz Arena.

"It was a brutally intense game," said
Germany head coach Joachim Loew.

"We fought until the end and I can't
blame the team, we gave it everything
we had.

"What was missing was a bit of 
penetrating power in the final third.

We didn't do enough there."
He refused to blame Hummels

for the own goal, saying: "There
is no need to reproach Mats for
the own goal. It was difficult for

him to clear."
Loew, who will stand

down after the European
Championship, is 
desperate to avoid a 

repeat of the 2018
World Cup when Die

Mannschaft suffered
the humiliation of 
finishing bottom of

their group.

Heartbreak for Hummels 
It was a heartbreaking night for 
Hummels, back to boost the German
defence after a two-year exile from in-
ternational football. Seven years ago, it
was Hummels' headed goal which
knocked France out of the 2014 World
Cup in the quarterfinals as Germany
went on to win the title in Brazil.

The opening 15 minutes on Tuesday
were spent with the 
European heavyweights
tentatively probing each
other's defence until the
French started to exert
pressure and landed a
sucker punch.

France's Bayern Mu-
nich defender Lucas Her-
nandez met Paul Pogba's
magnificent pass with a low cross from
the left flank which Hummels, to his
horror, turned into his own net.

There was plenty of first-half niggle.
Germany defender Antonio Ruedi-

ger appeared to attempt to bite the
back of France midfielder Pogba, who
he was tightly marking.

Joshua Kimmich was booked in only
the seventh minute for a late tackle on
his Bayern teammate Hernandez.

France made a strong start to the
second half as Rabiot hit the post, but
then Germany started to threaten the
French goal, with Serge Gnabry firing
over.

The hosts had a let-off when
Mbappe hit the net after cutting inside
and curling in a superb shot on 66 
minutes, but the goal was ruled out.

With 16 minutes left, Loew put fresh
legs into Germany's 
attack with Leroy Sane
and Timo Werner replac-
ing Kai Havertz and
Serge Gnabry, but the
French defence held firm.

In the final ten 
minutes, Mbappe was
furious to be denied a
penalty when a Hummels

tackle from behind just pushed the ball
out of harm's way before the France
forward crashed to the turf.

In his first competitive international
since France's defeat by Germany at
the 2014 World Cup, Benzema looked
to have sealed the win when he tapped
in Mbappe's pass in the dying stages,
but VAR caught the Paris Saint-Ger-
main star offside again.
AFP

Munich, Germany - Germany head
coach Joachim Loew says his side must
'crank things up' ahead of Saturday's
Euro 2020 clash against Cristiano
Ronaldo's Portugal after an opening 
defeat against France.

Germany's defence showed signs of
improvement, having leaked 20 goals
in their previous 13 games, but the 
main concern is up front, where
Thomas Mueller, Serge Gnabry and 
Kai Havertz mustered just one shot 
between them.

"It's up to us to crank things up in the
next two or three days," said Loew.
"We have to look to improve, because
we need a goal or two."

Hummels said on Instagram the 
defeat 'hurts us a lot and me especially,
because my own goal decided the
game', but the centre-back said the

focus was now on beating holders 
Portugal in Munich.

The second-half introduction of
Timo Werner and Leroy Sane was not
enough to turn the tide. 

"The substitutes didn't get into the

game as well as we had hoped," said
Loew. 

"But France are strong. They sat very
deep after the lead and didn't give us
much space."

Midfielder Ilkay Gundogan, Man-

chester City's top-scorer last season,
said it was important for Germany to
create more chances against Portugal.

There is talk of the Germans 
abandoning their three-man 
defence, with two wing-backs,
in favour of a back four to
push forward with an extra
player in midfield. "We
have two systems that we
can both play well," said
Gundogan.

Loew's Germany team are
still haunted by the trauma of fin-
ishing bottom of their group at the
2018 World Cup and fans fear a similar
outcome at Euro 2020.

Beating Portugal would ease the
pressure and provide a much-needed
confidence boost. 
AFP

‘Germany must crank it up against Portugal’

Germany's coach Joachim Loew during their match against France on Tuesday (AFP)

Germany’s Kroos
rues ‘unfortunate 
goal’ in defeat
Toni Kroos rued an 'unfortunate' own goal for Mats
Hummels in Germany's defeat by France on Tuesday.
"We had our chances, no fewer than the French had,
but the match was decided by an unfortunate
goal," Kroos told broadcaster ARD. "We
would have defended against that nine
times out of ten. "We controlled most of the
match and there were very few counter-at-
tacks from the French."

Kroos bristled when asked about the
disallowed goals by Mbappe and Benzema,
saying 'offside is offside, right?' He admitted
pressure is on for Saturday's home game against
Portugal. "We have lost the first match and
when you only have three games, then the
pressure is large," added Kroos.

German midfielder Joshua Kimmich said
Die Mannschaft have to prove themselves
against  Portugal. "I wouldn't say we were the
worst team, France didn't have that many
chances," said the Bayern star. "France have
shown they are one of the favourites and now we
have to prove that too in the next game."

Fortunate
FranCe
Hummels own goal gives Les Bleus
narrow win against Germany  

Group F

FRANCE VS GERMANY

1 0

Germany's defender Mats Hummels (L) deflects the ball to score past his own team goalkeeper Manuel Neuer during their match against France in Munich, Germany, on Tuesday

Pogba plays down 
Ruediger ‘bite’ 
France midfielder Paul Pogba has played down Antonio
Ruediger's apparent attempted bite on his back during
the world champions' Euro 2020 win over Germany.

Television replays showed Chelsea defender 
Ruediger putting his mouth on Pogba's shoulder just
before half-time in France's win over Germany.

Immediately after the incident, Pogba cried out and
complained to Spanish referee Carlos del Cerro
Grande, who did not punish the German, and the Man-
chester United star played it down after the game.

"I think he nibbled at me a little bit, but we've known
each other for a long time. Toni and I are friends. It was
nothing big. We hugged after the game and it's over,"
Pogba said.

Pogba, the man of the match in Munich, said it was
'better' that Ruediger escaped punishment. "I don't
want him to be suspended because of that," said the
Frenchman, who played a key role in the build-up to
Mats Hummels' ultimately decisive own goal.

Pogba said he told the referee what happened but
was glad there was no 'yellow or red card for such an
incident'. 

In the build-up to the match, Champions League
winner Ruediger had said the Germans would need to
'be a little dirty' against the French.

Antonio Ruediger (L) speaks to Paul Pogba (C) after the

match as N'Golo Kante walks off the pitch

Pavard reveals he 
was ‘knocked out’
France defender Benjamin Pavard revealed he briefly
lost consciousness during the world champions' win
over Germany, but still managed to finish the game. The
Bayern Munich defender Pavard was poleaxed in the

second half in a collision with Germany left-
back Robin Gosens and needed treatment

on the pitch.   "I had quite a shock," said
Pavard. "I was a bit knocked out for ten
to 15 seconds. After that, I felt better." 

On Wednesday, the global foot-
ballers' union FIFPro asked UEFA why

Pavard played on after being 'knocked
out' "FIFPro is in touch with UEFA to find

out why the Concussion Charter was not ap-
plied and subsequently Benjamin Pavard was not

removed from the field of play," FIFPro said in a 
statement on Twitter. All 24 teams at  the European
Championship have  signed a 'concussion charter' 
designed to improve the care of players during games. 

AFP

Mats
Hummels



group match against Bangladesh
after India held Afghanistan 1-1.

Oman’s dominating win
against Bangladesh helped them
end with 18 points in their kitty
and earn one of the best five 
runners-up spots available to the
final round. 

The impressive run of the Red
Warriors saw them register
back-to-back victories against
Afghanistan (2-1) and
Bangladesh after a narrow 0-1
loss to Qatar on June 7,  a match
that was marred by poor 
refereeing decisions.

Speaking on Tuesday night
after the win, a delighted
Ivankovic said, “First of all I want
to congratulate the players and
all Omani people for the victory
against Bangladesh and 
qualifying into the final round.

“The players performed well
today and this brings a lot of 
satisfaction to us. Our main 
target was to advance to the next
stage and this is what we
achieved, by showing great 
determination and continuous
efforts.”

Looking ahead, the Croatian

tactician admitted that there will
be tough matches in the final
round of the Asian Qualifiers but
the team will be well prepared.

“We know that we will be
playing against the best teams in
the final round and we will 
prepare the players well in order
to get good results. 

“Our focus in the next few
days will shift to the match
against Somalia on June 20 in the
FIFA Arab Cup Qualifiers in Doha
and hopefully we can 
prepare well for the match.”

The attention will then shift to
the draw for the Asian Qualifiers
final round, which will be held on
July 1, when Asia’s top-12 
contenders will be drawn into
two groups of six teams each. 

The sides will battle against
each other from September 
2- March 29, 2022 with the top
two in each group qualifying for
Qatar 2022, while the two 
third-placed teams will advance
to the fourth round playoff.

Hajri slams double
against Bangladesh
Oman's in-form striker Khalid al
Hajri hit a brace in Oman's win
against Bangladesh. Mohammed
al Ghafri opened the scoring in
the 23rd minute while Hajri’s 
double came with strikes in the
60th and 81st minutes. 

Hajri had also orchestrated
the first goal as he sent a through
ball from Omar al Fazari to an ad-
vancing Ghafri, who hit the target
from close range. The Red War-
riors increased their lead when

Hajri connected a pass from
Fazari from inside the rival
penalty box.

And the striker netted his 
second goal after combining well
with substitutes, Abdulaziz al
Miqbali and Zahir al Aghbari, as
Oman signed off the second
round with an dominating win.

Iran, Iraq, UAE and 
Saudi advance
Iran, Saudi Arabia, the UAE
topped their respective groups to
ease into the final phase of Asian
qualifying on Tuesday.

On a frantic day of action
across Asia, with 14
matches   played, Iraq, China,
Vietnam and Lebanon joined
Oman after finishing among the
five best second-placed teams.

Syria, Japan, South Korea and
Australia had already clinched
their spots. Qatar, who topped
Group E, will not play in the final
phase as they qualify automati-
cally as hosts.

On Tuesday, Iran pipped Iraq
1-0 in Bahrain to top Group C
while the UAE edged Vietnam 
3-2 in their final Group G match
in Dubai.  China's also needed to
win their last match and they did
with a 3-1 victory over Syria.

Elsewhere, Saudi Arabia
thrashed Uzbekistan 3-0 to
clinch top spot in Group D. 
Already-qualified Australia
edged  Jordan 1-0 to record their
eighth consecutive win in the
second phase. Earlier, Japan 
confirmed their dominance in
Group F with a 5-1 win over the
Kyrgyz Republic in Suita, Japan. 

In the other Group F match,
Tajikistan beat Myanmar 4-0 in
Osaka to seal second place.
(With­inputs­from­AFC)

@ashokmuscat

2022 fifa WoRld Cup aNd
2023 asiaN Cup qualifieRs

Ashok Purohit
Muscat

Achieving a target always gives a
feeling of delight and pride. No
wonder, Oman's national team
coach Branko Ivankovic of 
Croatia was all smiles on 
Tuesday night as he led Oman to
an impressive 3-0  win over
Bangladesh at the Jassim bin
Hamad Stadium in Doha, Qatar,
that sealed their spot in the final
round of the 2022 FIFA World
Cup Asian Qualifiers and a 
spot in the AFC 2023 Asian Cup
finals.

The victory meant that Oman
finished second with 18 points in
Group E behind World Cup hosts
Qatar.

This is the third time that
Oman have reached the final
round of the FIFA World Cup
Asian Qualifiers. Oman sealed
their return to the third round
after missing out on the decisive
stage on the road to Russia 2018. 

It was way back during the
Asian qualifying campaign for
the 2002 FIFA World Cup that
Oman had secured a spot in the
final round for the first time
under then Czech coach Milan
Macala.

Ivankovic's Red Warriors also
made it to the Asian Cup finals

for the fifth time and second time
in a row. 

Oman made their debut in
Asian Cup finals in 2004 and
then participated in 2007, 2015
and 2019. 

Their best performance at the
Asian Cup was under Late Pim
Verbeek of the Netherlands in
UAE, when Oman reached the
round-of-16 for the first time.

On Tuesday, Oman secured
their place in the final round of
the Asian Qualifiers for the
World Cup prior to their final
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Coach Branko
Ivankovic
delighted to
lead Oman to
final round of
Asian World
Cup Qualifiers 

Muscat­–­Following Oman's
qualification to the final round
of the Asian Qualifiers for
2022 World Cup in Qatar and
securing a spot in the Asian
Cup finals in China 2023, 
H H Sayyid Theyazin bin
Haitham al Said, the Minister
of Culture, Sports and Youth
(MCSY), announced cash
awards for the national 
team players and the 
accompanying technical and
administrative staff. 

A statement from the

Oman Football Association
(OFA) said, "After the 
national team’s qualification
into the Asian Cup finals in
China 2023 and advancing to
the final stage of the 2022
FIFA World Cup Qualifiers, 
H H Sayyid Theyazin bin
Haitham al Said, Minister of
Culture, Sports and Youth,
congratulated the team and
has announced a financial 
reward to the team players
and the technical and 
administrative staff."

‘maiN taRGet aCHieVed’

Oman’s­Mohammed­al­Ghafri­(R)­celebrates­with­Khalid­al­Hajri­after­scoring­against­Bangladesh­at­the­Jassim­bin­Hamad­Stadium­in­Doha­on­Tuesday

Sayyid Theyazin
announces
cash awards

­­Oman­players­celebrate­and­acknowledge­their­fans’­support­after­their­win­over­Bangladesh­at­the­Jassim­bin­Hamad­Stadium­in­Doha­on­Tuesday­

First of all I want to congratulate 
the players and all Omani 
people for the victory against
Bangladesh and qualifying 
into the final round
BRANKO IVANKOVIC, OMAN COACH 

12 qualified teams
Group winners: 

Syria Japan, Australia Korea
Republic

Saudi
Arabia

Iran UAE

Best runners-up:

Oman China, Lebanon Iraq

Vietnam


