
TUESDAY, JANUARY 21, 2025

A N  A P E X  M E D I A  P U B L I C A T I O N

Email: muscatdaily@apexmedia.co.om     To subscribe, call toll free no: 80076000     www.muscatdaily.com

@muscat_daily

@muscatdaily

@muscatdailyonline

@Muscat Daily

Our Correspondent
Muscat 

H H Sayyid Bilarab bin Haitham
al Said inaugurated the Manah 1
and Manah 2 solar power plants
on Monday. 

Located in Manah, Dakhliyah
spread over an area of 14.5mn
sqm, the two facilities are the
largest solar power plants in
Oman with combined produc-
tion capacity of 1,000
megawatts.

Equipped with over 2mn bifa-
cial photovoltaic solar panels,
the plants use about 1,800
robots for automated dry clean-
ing, ensuring efficient electricity
generation without water usage,
aligning with sustainability ob-
jectives. 

The plants aim to increase
Oman’s renewable energy share
from 6.6% to 11%, while reduc-
ing annual carbon dioxide emis-
sions by 1.4mn tonnes.
Collectively, the two plants will
generate enough electricity to
power approximately 120,000
homes, contributing significantly
to the sultanate’s net-zero emis-
sions target by 2050.

H E Salim bin Nasser al Aufi,
Minister of Energy and Minerals,
called the projects a “strategic
step” in Oman’s transition to
clean energy. “Manah 1 and
Manah 2 are testament to
Oman’s commitment to achiev-
ing its ambitious renewable en-
ergy targets,” he said. By 2030,
Oman aims to increase renew-
able energy's share to 30%, with
further plans to achieve 60%–
70% by 2040 and 100% by
2050. H E Aufi added that the

ministry remains dedicated to
enhancing energy security, at-
tracting investment and driving
sustainable development.

Dr Mansour bin Taleb al
Hinai, Chairman of Authority for
Public Services Regulation, high-
lighted the alignment of these
projects with Oman Vision
2040. “The authority ensures
that renewable energy projects
meet stringent economic and
technical standards, contributing
to a sustainable energy future.” 

Hinai also stressed the impor-
tance of increasing community
awareness about renewable en-

ergy and encouraging private
sector investments.

Ahmed bin Salem al Abri,
CEO of Nama Power and Water
Procurement Company, reiter-
ated its commitment to advanc-
ing renewable energy and
achieving Oman’s net-zero
goals. He noted that the sul-
tanate aims to expand its renew-
able energy capacity by 8GW by
2030.

The Manah 1 and Manah 2
plants were developed through
public-private partnerships.
Manah 1 was implemented by
Wadi Noor Solar Power Com-
pany, a consortium of France’s
EDF Renewables and Korea
Western Power Co Ltd. Manah 2
was executed by Sembcorp
Jinko Shine, a collaboration be-
tween Singapore’s Sembcorp
Utilities and China’s Jinko Power
Technology.

The inauguration ceremony in
Muscat was attended by several
dignitaries, including high-rank-
ing officials and representatives
of the project developers. 

Mashreq offers
tailored corporate banking 
solutions in Oman
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Pickleball makes official
debut in sultanate with
Oman Open 2025
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1,000MW solar
plants launched

Our Correspondent
Muscat 

Civil Aviation Authority (CAA)
unveiled a logo on Monday to
commemorate 50 years of
Oman’s membership in World
Meteorological Organization
(WMO), highlighting the sul-
tanate’s enduring commitment to
advancing meteorology and cli-
mate science through interna-
tional cooperation.

On the occasion, Naif bin Ali al
Abri, Chairman of CAA, empha-
sised the importance of this mile-
stone. “Over the past 50 years,
Oman has witnessed major
progress in meteorological and
climate services, which has

played a crucial role in supporting
sustainable development.”

The logo launch coincided
with the 11th meeting of the
WMO-CGMS Virtual Laboratory
Management Group (VLMG-11)
being held in Muscat from Janu-

ary 20 to 23. The event has brou-
ght together over 35 represe-
ntatives from WMO, satellite ag-
encies and centres of excellence.
Discussions on Monday centred
on enhancing international col-
laboration in satellite technology,

advancing training programmes
and exploring new opportunities
in satellite applications.

The Centre of Excellence in
Muscat specialises in satellite
data applications for meteorol-
ogy and climate science. It pro-

vides training for users and re-
searchers from countries in
Northwest Asia, Middle East and
North Africa. Supported by the
European Organisation for the
Exploitation of Meteorological
Satellites (EUMETSAT), the cen-
tre has been an integral part of
WMO’s global training network
for two decades.

The Muscat centre trained
over 500 participants from 27
countries in 2024, offering ten
programmes in areas such as cli-
mate science, oceanography and
data services. It has also devel-
oped strong partnerships with
local institutions, including Sultan
Qaboos University, Royal Navy of
Oman and National Space Pro-

gramme, while collaborating with
centres in Morocco and Kenya.

Oman’s WMO membership
has significantly boosted its me-
teorological infrastructure, im-
proving accuracy of weather
forecasting and enhancing public
awareness of climate change.
These efforts have also enabled
the sultanate to actively con-
tribute to global initiatives aimed
at adapting to and mitigating cli-
mate change impacts.

By fostering collaborations
and sharing knowledge, Oman
remains committed to address-
ing the challenges of climate
change while supporting regional
and international progress in me-
teorology and climate science.

Oman marks 50 years of global meteorological cooperation

Cairo, Egypt - As the Gaza Strip lies in ruins
from Israel’s military offensive, the task of re-
building the Palestinian enclave will be one
of the most formidable reconstruction efforts
in modern history. 

Billions of dollars and decades of efforts
will be needed, experts have opined, to re-
build Gaza after the devastation inflicted by
Israel since October 2023. 

Relentless Israeli airstrikes and bombard-
ments have decimated Gaza’s infrastructure,
leaving its 2.3mn residents facing catas-
trophic suffering and destruction.

Israeli forces have killed or wounded more
than 157,000 Palestinians, most of them
women and children, and reduced to rubble
thousands of homes, schools and hospitals. 

Following the recent ceasefire agreement
between Israel and Hamas, global attention
has now turned towards the daunting chal-
lenge of reconstructing Gaza.

Scale of destruction
Covering just 360sqkm, the Gaza Strip has
endured destruction reminiscent of the
world’s most devastating wartime events.

UN Satellite Centre, in collaboration with
the UN’s Food and Agriculture Organization,
found that ‘approximately 68% of perma-
nent crop fields in the Gaza Strip exhibited a
significant decline in health and density in
September 2024’.

An assessment by the UN Conference on
Trade and Development in early 2024 found
that ‘between 80% to 96% of Gaza’s agri-
cultural assets had been decimated, includ-
ing irrigation systems, livestock farms,
orchards, machinery and storage facilities’.  

Costs and time
In September, the Arab States Regional Bu-
reau of the UN Development Programme
(UNDP) projected the total reconstruction
cost at over US$40bn. The initial recovery
phase alone – restoring basic services and in-
frastructure – is expected to cost US$2bn-
US$3bn and take three to five years.

The UNDP predicts that housing recon-
struction alone would take until 2040. This
estimate does not account for rebuilding
hospitals, schools, power plants and water
systems. Experts agree that Gaza’s recon-
struction will be severely hindered by the Is-
raeli blockade, which restricts the entry of
essential construction materials.

The safety of returning residents poses
another challenge. The UN Mine Action Ser-
vice estimates that 7,500 tonnes of unexplo-
ded ordnance remain scattered across Gaza,
clearing which could take up to 14 years.
Agencies

46,913 KILLED

110,750 WOUNDED 

1.9MN OR 90% 
DISPLACED 

68% OF FARMLAND
(103SQKM)  
DAMAGED 

80% TO 90% OF 
IRRIGATION 
SYSTEMS 
DECIMATED

ABOUT 1,190KM OF
ROADS DESTROYED

90% OF SCHOOLS
DESTROYED

HALF THE 
HOSPITALS NOT
FUNCTIONING

170,800 BUILDINGS
DAMAGED OR 
DESTROYED

83% OF MOSQUES
DAMAGED OR 
DESTROYED

Resurrecting Gaza

Donald Trump was sworn in as President of the United States on Monday. In his inaugural address, he said,

“The golden age of America begins right now. From this day forward, our country will flourish and be

respected again all over the world. We will be the envy of every nation.” Echoing a promise he made on the

2024 election campaign trail, Trump added that he will “put America first”

TRUMP SWORN IN AS 47TH US PRESIDENT

Centre of Excellence 
in Muscat trained over
500 participants from
27 countries in 
2024, offering ten 
programmes in areas
such as climate 
science, oceanography
and data services

Manah 1 and Manah
2 are testament to
Oman’s commitment
to achieving 
its ambitious 
renewable 
energy targets
H E SALIM AL AUFI

(Supplied photo) 
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Bahla Winter Festival from Thursday, 
to showcase heritage and adventure
Our Correspondent
Muscat 

The inaugural edition of the
Bahla Winter Festival is all set to
open on Thursday, promising a
vibrant celebration of culture,
heritage, and tourism in
the Dakhliyah gover-
norate.

Highlighting
the rich tradi-
tions and natu-
ral beauty of
Bahla and its sur-
rounding areas,
the festival aims to
captivate residents and
visitors alike. With activities
ranging from cultural showcases
to outdoor adventures, the event
promises an immersive experi-
ence that brings the region’s his-
torical treasures to life.

An official from the Office of
the Governor of Dakhliyah said
the festival is designed to lever-
age the unique tourism and her-
itage assets of the region,
including its historic sites and
natural landmarks. 

“This festival - to run until
February 15- is a product of our
commitment to social responsi-
bility,” the official stated. 

“It reflects our efforts to pro-
mote the rich heritage and
tourism potential of Bahla and
neighbouring areas.”

The festival will take place
across multiple venues, including
Naseem Park, Strawberry Farm,
Harat al Bilad, Bahla Fort, Jabreen

Fort, Salout Fort, Misfat al Abriy-
een, and Al Safa Heritage House
in Hamra. 

Each location will host a vari-
ety of activities and perfor-
mances. A main stage equipped
with advanced lighting, sound
systems, and large screens will
feature musical performances,
concerts, and live shows.

Among the highlights is the
International Circus, offering two
thrilling two-hour shows featur-
ing fire displays, acrobatics, live

entertainment, and animal per-
formances. 

For sports enthusiasts, the
Bilad Sayt Marathon will provide
a scenic race through mountains,
valleys, and heritage villages, al-
lowing participants to connect
with the area's natural beauty.

Adventure seekers can also
enjoy the Mountain Trail Adven-
tures, a biking experience
through rugged terrains and local
villages. Participants will have
the opportunity to engage with

the community and learn about
the area’s culture and history.

The festival will include a Her-
itage Forum, where visitors can
explore traditional Omani life
through interactive displays on
local customs, archery, horse rid-
ing, and Omani literature. Work-
shops on first aid and
self-defence will add an educa-
tional element to the festivities.

Adding a touch of interna-
tional flair, a Russian Carnival will
feature mobile performances by
a professional troupe, entertain-
ing festival-goers with creativity
and humour.

A Consumer Exhibition will
showcase over 50 small and
medium enterprises, offering
handmade products, Omani food
items, and back-to-school essen-

tials. Food lovers can enjoy a
wide selection of local and inter-
national cuisines available at
food carts, cafes, and mobile
stalls throughout the festival
grounds.

“Our primary goal is to ensure
that everyone enjoys the festi-
val’s offerings, from cultural dis-
plays to thrilling activities," the
official added, emphasising the
organisers' dedication to provid-
ing a seamless experience for all
attendees.

With its diverse range of
events and activities, the Bahla
Winter Festival 2025 promises
to be a landmark event, celebrat-
ing the region’s heritage while of-
fering exciting adventures and
entertainment for visitors of all
ages.

Our Correspondent
Muscat 

The Ministry of Higher Educa-
tion, Scientific Research, and
Innovation on Monday
launched a special dialogue
forum in partnership with the
Turkish Embassy in Muscat, to
strengthen academic, re-
search, and innovation ties be-
tween Oman and Turkey.

H E Dr Rahma Ibrahim al
Mahrouqi, Minister of Higher
Education, Scientific Research,
and Innovation, inaugurated
the Omani-Turkish Knowl-
edge Dialogue, describing it as
a significant step in reinforcing
the historical relationship be-
tween the two nations. 

She noted that the forum
was a direct outcome of high-
level discussions held earlier
between officials from Oman
and Turkey.

The agenda of the three-
day forum features a diverse
range of topics, including lan-
guage, translation, literature,
historical ties, innovations in
aviation, airport management,
medical tourism, and medical
technologies. 

H E Dr Rahma stressed the
importance of reviewing the
contributions of Turkish
higher education institutions
and research centres while fa-
cilitating bilateral meetings to
enhance collaboration.

In her address, the minister
highlighted Oman’s efforts to
improve the global ranking of
its universities by promoting
scientific publishing, attracting
international students, and
creating joint academic pro-
grammes with Turkish institu-
tions. She also praised student
exchange initiatives such as
‘Erasmus Plus’, which have
strengthened ties between the
two countries.

H E Dr Rahma revealed
several key developments, in-
cluding Oman’s funding of 16
academic chairs at leading in-
ternational universities.
Among these is the establish-

ment of the ‘Oman Chair for
Contemporary Omani Studies’
at Marmara University in
Turkey. She also noted regula-
tory reforms in Oman’s higher
education sector, which have
increased the number of Turk-
ish universities recommended
for Omani students.

The forum highlighted the
growing cooperation between
higher education institutions
in both nations, including the
signing of memoranda of un-
derstanding. These agree-
ments have paved the way for
student exchanges and joint
research projects.

Throughout the event, dis-
cussion sessions explored
themes such as literature, lan-
guage and translation, Turk-
ish-Omani historical relations,
Islamic architecture, and the
value of student exchange
programmes. These sessions
aim to deepen cultural and
academic understanding be-
tween the two countries.

The forum has drawn par-
ticipation from 17 Turkish uni-
versities, several Turkish
research and cultural centres,
and Omani private higher ed-
ucation institutions and gov-
ernment bodies. The opening
day featured discussions on
enhancing student exchanges.

Oman-Turkey
knowledge
forum focuses
on research ties 

Sayyid Badr receives UAE’s Federal National Council speaker
Muscat - H E Sayyid Badr Hamad
al Busaidi, Foreign Minister, re-
ceived Saqr Ghobash, Speaker of
the Federal National Council of
the United Arab Emirates (UAE),
in his office on Monday.

During his meeting, H E
Sayyid Badr underscored the
depth of the fraternal and historic
relations between Oman and the
UAE. These relations, he added,
are based on close cooperation
and joint coordination across
various fields.

The two sides reviewed ways
to enhance the partnership be-
tween the two countries, under-

lining the importance of ex-
changing legislative expertise to
promote integration and ad-
vance bilateral cooperation. They
also exchanged views on several
regional and international issues
of common interest.

The guest lauded the role of
Oman in promoting regional and
international peace efforts. He
also reaffirmed the UAE’s keen-
ness to strengthening coopera-
tion between the two countries
in line with the shared aspira-
tions.

The meeting was attended by
several officials from both sides.

International conference in Muscat
highlights role of nurses in healthcare 
Our Correspondent
Muscat 

The first-ever International Nurs-
ing Conference to be organised
by any private hospital was held
on Monday at Crowne Plaza
Hotel in Muscat.

The one-day conference – or-
ganised by Burjeel Holdings -
gathered nearly 300 nurses and
medical professionals from pri-
vate and government healthcare
institutions across Oman.

Centred on the theme of ‘Pa-
tient Safety and Quality Care’,
the conference highlighted the
vital role nurses play in providing
high-quality healthcare services. 

The event featured nine
keynote addresses and four ex-
pert panel discussions, with dis-
tinguished speakers from Oman
and India. Topics covered in-

cluded occupational therapy,
prevention strategies, leadership
in nursing, and managing medi-
cal emergencies.

Anish Memon, Regional Man-
ager Operations at Burjeel Hold-
ings, underscored the
importance of nurses in the
healthcare system. “Nurses are
the backbone of the medical fra-
ternity, and their contribution is
invaluable. This conference
marks a significant step in en-
hancing their knowledge and
professional growth. We are
committed to making this an an-
nual event to ensure continuous
learning and skill development,”
he said.

The conference also served as
a platform for education and col-
laboration among nursing pro-
fessionals. 

Bindhu Varghese, Regional

Nursing Director at Burjeel Hold-
ings, emphasised the importance
of ongoing education for nurses.
“Nurses are the soldiers of
healthcare. They not only sup-
port doctors but also implement
medical practices with precision
and care,” she stated.

Bindhu added that events like
these help nurses refine their
skills, foster collaboration, and
uphold the standards of patient
care and safety. “By encouraging
knowledge-sharing, we aim to
strengthen the legacy of excel-
lence in healthcare across the
country,” she said.

Burjeel Holdings announced
plans to make the conference an
annual initiative, reflecting its
commitment to advancing pro-
fessional development and en-
hancing the healthcare sector in
Oman.

Muscat - Oman Design Week, a
landmark event celebrating cre-
ativity and sustainability, will of-
ficially open at the Oman
Convention and Exhibition Cen-
tre on Tuesday. 

Held under the patronage of H
H Sayyid Marwan bin Turki al
Said, Governor of Dhofar, the
event will run until January 25,
shining a spotlight on Omani tal-
ent and innovative design prac-
tices. Organised by Omran
Group in partnership with the
Oman Design Association,
Oman Design Week is a key ini-
tiative under the ‘CreaTourism’
programme, which aims to em-
power local talent and integrate
creative expression into Oman’s
cultural and tourism offerings.

The event features an exciting
lineup of interactive exhibitions,
large-scale art installations
crafted from recycled materials,
and hands-on workshops that
connect participants with de-
signers and artists. By blending
Oman’s rich cultural heritage
with contemporary design and
sustainable practices, Oman De-
sign Week underscores the
country’s ambition to position it-
self as a hub for creativity and in-
novation in the region.

Oman Design
Week to kick
off today

With activities ranging from cultural
showcases to outdoor adventures, 
the event promises an immersive 
experience that brings the region’s 
historical treasures to life

Oman is continu-
ously improving 
the global ranking 
of its universities by 
promoting scientific
publishing, attract-
ing international 
students
H E DR RAHMA 

AL MAHROUQI

(Supplied photos)

(Supplied photo)
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Oman, Singapore celebrate 40
years of ties with special stamp
Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman and Singapore marked
four decades of diplomatic rela-
tions on Sunday with a celebra-
tion that underscored their
enduring friendship and shared
heritage.

The centrepiece of the event
was unveiling of a joint com-
memorative stamp – ‘Muscat
Street’. The stamp depicts an
Omani street in Singapore, sym-
bolising the historical and cul-
tural connections between the
two nations.

K Shanmugam, Singapore’s
Minister for Home Affairs and
Minister for Law, highlighted the
importance of the milestone dur-
ing his address. “There has al-
ways been strong support from
both sides, and Singapore is
pleased to celebrate this mile-
stone with Oman. We also ex-
tend our heartfelt
congratulations to His Majesty
Sultan Haitham bin Tarik on the
occasion of the Accession Day,”
he said.

He noted that the diplomatic
relations, rooted in the rich mar-
itime histories of both nations,
have evolved into collaboration
in emerging technologies and
economic partnerships. “The ties
between Oman and Singapore
have strengthened over the
years through cooperation in
various sectors.”

Strategic dialogue
The 2nd Oman-Singapore

Strategic Dialogue was held in
Muscat also on Sunday. Discus-
sions focused on advanced tech-
nology, clean and renewable
energy, food and water security,
the digital economy, maritime
security and cybersecurity.

The Omani delegation was
chaired by Sayyid Badr al Bu-
saidi, Foreign Minister, and Maj
Gen Idris bin Abdulrahman al
Kindi, Secretary-General of Na-
tional Security Council. The Sin-

gaporean delegation was led by
Shanmugam and Dr Mohamad
Maliki Osman, Second Minister
for Foreign Affairs.

The dialogue followed up on
outcomes of His Majesty Sultan
Haitham’s visit to Singapore in
December 2023, which marked
a new phase of bilateral cooper-
ation between the two coun-
tries.

Both delegations com-
mended the achievements of

past years and affirmed their
commitment to furthering these
gains and expanding prospects
for mutual collaboration.

The two delegations empha-
sised the importance of innova-
tion and supporting joint
projects, particularly in green
hydrogen and solar energy,
while exploring promising op-
portunities in artificial intelli-
gence and sustainable smart city
applications.
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Oman Broadband, Singapore
firm to drive smart city growth
Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman Broadband Company and
Singapore's ST Engineering have
joined hands to advance smart
city initiatives in the sultanate in
alignment with the digital trans-
formation goals of  Vision 2040.
The collaboration aims to de-
velop cutting-edge digital infras-
tructure, improve residents'
quality of life and enhance sus-
tainability in urban development.

Oman Broadband will provide
advanced fibre optic infrastruc-
ture to support projects, while ST
Engineering’s Urban Solutions
arm will offer expertise in smart
mobility, utilities and city opera-
tions. Together, the two plan to
implement integrated solutions
to improve urban efficiencies and
foster sustainable growth.

Describing the partnership as

a pivotal step in Oman’s digital
transformation journey, Sultan
bin Ahmed al Wahaibi, CEO of

Oman Broadband, said, “This co-
operation is a significant step to-
wards developing digital

infrastructure in Oman. By shar-
ing technology and knowledge,
we aim to achieve qualitative

leaps in smart cities and innova-
tive technical solutions.”

He added that Oman Broad-

band seeks to establish strong
ties with global technology lead-
ers like ST Engineering to create
an integrated digital system that
benefits various sectors. “The
focus is on infrastructure and

smart solutions to enhance city
efficiency and improve services
for residents.” 

The collaboration will also pri-
oritise developing smart systems
for managing energy, data and
digital infrastructure. 

Wahaibi added that empow-
ering Omani talent is a key com-
ponent of the collaboration,

while helping position Oman as
a regional hub for technology
and innovation.

Highlighting the importance
of the partnership, Chew Men
Leong, President of Urban Solu-

tions at ST Engineering, said, “It
reflects our commitment to har-
nessing digital technology to 
address complex urban chal-
lenges. We look forward to 
driving transformative smart 
city initiatives in Oman, promot-
ing sustainable development 
and improving residents’ quality
of life.”

Oman Broadband Company and 
Singapore’s ST Engineering will 
collaborate to develop cutting-edge 
digital infrastructure, improve 
residents’ quality of life and enhance
sustainability in urban development

Muscat - Oman Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(OCCI) will host the Oman-
Singapore Business Forum on
Wednesday in Muscat. The
event aims to foster deeper
economic and trade relations
between the two countries, fo-
cusing on strategic sectors
such as oil and gas, renewable
energy, logistics, technology,

infrastructure and urban plan-
ning.

The forum will present a
valuable platform for in-
vestors, producers, exporters,
importers, wholesale compa-
nies and government entities
to explore trade and economic
cooperation opportunities. It
will also provide insights into
potential joint ventures, initia-

tives and projects that could
drive sustainable economic
growth.

Additionally, the forum will
feature bilateral meetings be-
tween Omani and Singaporean
business leaders, facilitating
partnerships in the key sectors
and opening new avenues for
collaboration between the
public and private sectors.

Oman and Austria discuss economic cooperation
Our Correspondent
Muscat

Faisal bin Abdullah al Rawas,
Chairman of Oman Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, hosted
a high-level Austrian delegation
led by Andreas Reichhardt,
Deputy Minister of Finance, in
Muscat on Monday.

The visit marks an important
step in strengthening economic
ties between Oman and Austria,

focusing on collaborative oppor-
tunities in various strategic sec-
tors.

During the meeting, both
sides explored investment op-
portunities in key sectors, includ-
ing technology, clean energy,
mining, vocational training and
tourism. 

They also discussed ways to
enhance trade exchange and
economic cooperation, aiming
to expand the economic base of

both nations and strengthen bi-
lateral relations to serve mutual
interests.

Rawas stressed the impor-
tance of furthering economic
ties between the two count-
ries, highlighting the diverse in-
vestment opportunities and in-
centives offered by Oman 
to open new avenues for collab-
oration between the public and
private sectors in both coun-
tries.

OCCI to host business forum on Wednesday

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Port Sultan Qaboos registered an
important milestone in 2024
welcoming 190 cruise ships and
exceeding its target of 134 ves-
sels by 41%. The achievement
underscores the port's growing
role in Oman’s expanding cruise
tourism sector.

Ahmed al Sawai, Director of
Oman Vision 2040 Office at
Ministry of Heritage and Tourism
(MHT), shared the figures during
an interview with Oman TV. He
highlighted ongoing efforts to en-
hance the port’s capacity and ap-
peal, led by Omran Group, which
oversees its development. “Port
Sultan Qaboos is one of three key
ports in the sultanate that is ac-
tively working to attract tourists
from around the world,” he said,
emphasising the strategic role of
maritime tourism in Oman’s
broader tourism agenda.

A study commissioned by
MHT has reinforced the signifi-
cance of cruise tourism in boost-
ing Oman’s global tourism
appeal. The ministry is imple-
menting a short-term plan that
involves leveraging 13 ports
across the country to attract a
higher number of international
visitors.

Looking ahead, Sawai high-
lighted developments in Muscat
governorate, where 97 tourism

projects have been launched
under the government’s 2021-
2025 Five-Year Plan. Among
these, 34 hotel projects have
been completed, while 30 others
are under construction. Sawai in-
formed that the developments in-
clude eight integrated tourist
complexes designed to offer a
mix of accommodation, enter-
tainment and leisure services,
further contributing to the na-
tional economy.

Port Sultan Qaboos exceeds cruise
ships target in 2024 by 41%

(Supplied photo)

(Supplied photo)
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BUSINESS
ROLLS-
ROYCE

MARKET WATCH
MSX30 4,616.88

Sensex 77,073.44

FOREX RATES
(RO1 equals)

India 224.61

Pakistan 723.56 

Bangladesh 316.77

Philippines 151.90

Sri Lanka 771.535

*Rates as on January 20
Source: xe.com

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Mashreq, one of the leading fi-
nancial institutions in the Middle
East and North Africa region, has
announced its entry into Oman,
aiming to strengthen its position
with a range of personalised fi-
nancial services tailored to the
sultanate’s evolving corporate
and public sectors.

This strategic move, which
was unveiled at a press confer-
ence at the National Museum in
Muscat on Monday, underscores
Mashreq’s commitment to con-
tributing to Oman’s Vision 2040,
with ambitions to drive eco-
nomic diversification and en-
hance Oman’s standing in the
global financial landscape.

Mashreq’s entry into Oman
will introduce a comprehensive
suite of banking services, includ-
ing treasury, global transaction
banking, and sustainable finance.
Through its innovative approach
and robust operational structure,
the bank aims to unlock value in
critical sectors such as tourism,
logistics, manufacturing, and re-
newable energy, in line with
Oman’s economic objectives.

According to Ahmed Abde-
laal, Group CEO of Mashreq,
Oman’s strategic location and
dynamic economic landscape
make it essential to Mashreq’s
international growth ambitions.
He said, “Our goal is to support
Oman’s economic objectives
through tailored financial solu-
tions that not only enhance re-

gional integration but also rein-
force Oman’s influence in the
global financial ecosystem. Our
commitment is to high-growth
markets, leveraging trade, in-
vestment, and corporate banking
opportunities while delivering an
exceptional client experience
based on convenience, accessi-
bility, and ESG-driven initiatives.”

Speaking at the press confer-

ence, Tarek el Nahas, Group
Head of International Banking at
Mashreq, said the bank’s entry
into the sultanate aligns perfectly
with Oman’s Vision 2040 and
reflects their commitment to un-
locking unprecedented value
through corporate banking, sus-
tainable finance, and digital inno-
vation.

“Mashreq is deeply commit-

ted to pushing the boundaries of
innovation within Oman’s finan-
cial ecosystem. We are driven by
the opportunity to contribute to
key sectors, including tourism,
logistics, manufacturing, and re-
newable energy. Innovation is at
the heart of our mission. From
digital onboarding to AI-driven
analytics, Mashreq is dedicated
to introducing cutting-edge solu-

tions that redefine banking in
Oman,” he said.

Nahas added, “Our expansive
international footprint grants our
clients access to some of the
most strategically vital markets
in the region. By combining
global reach with deep local ex-
pertise, we navigate regulatory
landscapes with agility, offering
solutions that drive financial effi-
ciency and resilience. This ap-
proach empowers clients to
optimise their cross-border op-
erations, capturing opportunities
essential to long-term success in
today’s competitive market.”

Through advanced technol-
ogy, Mashreq aims to support
the next generation’s en-
trepreneurial spirit, drive smart
city development, and contribute
to a competitive, knowledge-
driven economy in Oman, Nahas
said, adding, “Here in Oman, we
envision a future where busi-
nesses can thrive, entrepreneurs
can innovate, and financial re-
silience is accessible to all.”

AlSalt Mohammed al Kharusi,
Mashreq’s Country Head for
Oman, noted that the banking
sector in Oman is poised for
growth in 2025, supported by
strong fundamentals, digital

transformation, and a govern-
mental focus on economic diver-
sification and stability, as part of
the ambitious national growth
strategies of Vision 2040.

“We are inspired by this
progress and see it as an oppor-
tunity to empower Omani busi-
nesses and government entities
with cutting-edge financial solu-
tions that drive economic value
and long-term impact. By lever-
aging advanced digital platforms,
artificial intelligence, and fintech
collaboration, Mashreq will rede-
fine banking experiences in
Oman, ensuring they are not only

efficient but also tailored to our
clients’ aspirations,” Kharusi said.

Kharusi further said that
Mashreq’s expansion into Oman
reinforces the bank’s dedication
to being a strategic partner in
Oman’s economic development. 

“Our focus is on fostering a re-
silient generation of en-
trepreneurial talent and
supporting the growth of a dy-
namic, knowledge-driven econ-
omy. We are fully committed to
supporting Oman’s national pri-
orities, advancing growth, and
contributing to a sustainable,
prosperous future for genera-
tions to come,” he added.

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Central Bank of Oman
(CBO), on behalf of the Min-
istry of Finance, announced on
Monday the issuance of two
tenders of government trea-
sury bills worth a total of
RO27.8mn.

In the first tender,
the value of the al-
lotted treasury bills
amounted to
RO0.3mn, with a
maturity period of
28 days. The aver-
age accepted price
was RO99.700 for every
RO100, while the minimum
accepted price was also
RO99.700 per RO100. The
average discount rate and av-
erage yield were 3.9107% and
3.9224%, respectively.

In the second tender, the
value of the allotted treasury
bills totalled RO27.5mn, with
a maturity period of 91 days.
The average accepted price
was RO98.950 for every
RO100, and the minimum ac-
cepted price was RO98.950
per RO100. The average dis-

count rate and average yield
were 4.2115% and 4.2562%,
respectively.

The interest rate on the
repo operations with the CBO
is 5.00%, while the discount
rate on the Treasury Bills Dis-
counting Facility with the cen-
tral bank is 5.5%.

Treasury bills are short-
term, highly secured fi-

nancial instruments
issued by the
Ministry of Fi-
nance, providing
licensed com-

mercial banks with
an opportunity to in-

vest their surplus funds.
The CBO acts as the Issue
Manager and offers the added
advantage of ready liquidity
through discounting and re-
purchase (repo) facilities.

Furthermore, treasury bills
help promote the local money
market by creating a bench-
mark yield curve for short-
term interest rates.
Additionally, the government
may resort to this instrument
whenever necessary for fi-
nancing its recurrent expendi-
tures.

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Total investments at Sohar Port
and Freezone (SOHAR) reached
an impressive $30bn, with 2024
alone contributing over $4bn in
new projects.

Sohar Port and Freezone cel-
ebrated its 2024 performance on
Sunday during the annual Busi-
ness Reception, held under the
theme ‘Connecting Commerce,
Creating Opportunities’. The
event highlighted SOHAR’s role
as a cornerstone of Oman’s eco-
nomic development, directly
contributing to the country’s di-
versification goals under Oman
Vision 2040.

Among the major agreements
signed last year were a $1.35bn
polysilicon production facility –
the largest of its kind in the Mid-
dle East – a $1.6bn LNG bunker-
ing project utilising solar energy,
and a $600mn agreement to es-
tablish Oman’s first iron ore con-
centration plant. These projects
highlight SOHAR’s leadership in
advancing innovation, renewable
energy, and industrial develop-
ment.

Operational performance also

demonstrated resilience and
growth, with over 3,000 vessel
calls recorded in 2024. General
cargo throughput increased by
77% compared to the previous
year, container volumes grew by
15%, and ship-to-ship operations
rose by 19%.

Sohar Freezone saw signifi-
cant achievements as well, with
land occupancy reaching 85%,
reflecting robust demand from
both existing and prospective

tenants.
Commenting on SOHAR’s ac-

complishments, CEO Emile
Hoogsteden said, "Sohar Port
and Freezone has become a cat-
alyst for Oman’s economic
transformation and a model of
innovation and sustainability. As
we celebrate two decades of
growth, we take pride in how
SOHAR has built an integrated
industrial and logistics ecosys-
tem that attracts forward-think-

ing investments and drives global
competitiveness. Moving for-
ward, we will continue to align
our efforts with Oman Vision
2040, fostering sustainable de-
velopment and exploring new
opportunities to propel Oman’s
position on the global stage."

Sohar Freezone’s strategic
growth was further emphasised
by Acting CEO Mohammed al
Shizawi, who stated, "Sohar
Freezone has established itself as

a critical enabler for businesses
seeking to thrive in a dynamic
and interconnected environ-
ment. In 2024, we signed nine
agreements covering 130
hectares of land and attracting
$1.8bn in investments, reflecting
strong demand and trust in our
ecosystem. Our investments in
infrastructure, technology, and
incentives ensure that all ten-
ants, whether new or estab-
lished, can unlock their full
potential while contributing to
Oman’s economic development.
The strong demand for land and
facilities is a testament to the
confidence businesses place in
SOHAR Freezone as a hub for in-
novation and growth."

In 2024, SOHAR reinforced
its sustainability commitment by
joining the Alliance for Industry
Decarbonisation and continuing
the dialogue of the SOHAR Net
Zero Alliance, bringing together
12 companies to collaborate on
achieving net-zero targets. Other
initiatives included expanding
the use of biofuels and hydrogen
to reduce maritime emissions
and partnering with Metcore to
enhance fuel accuracy and sus-
tainability.

CBO issues treasury
bills worth RO28mn

Mashreq expands into Oman with
tailored corporate banking solutions

Sohar Port and Freezone attracts $4bn
worth of new investment projects in 2024

Abu Dhabi, UAE – Arab deputy
finance ministers met on Mon-
day in Abu Dhabi to discuss fiscal
policies, digital transformation in
public finance, as well as the
adoption of environmental, so-
cial, and governance (ESG) stan-
dards, and the impact of financial
policies on economic growth in
the region. The discussions also
touched on energy subsidy re-
forms in Arab countries, focusing
on challenges and lessons learnt.

Organised by the Arab Mone-
tary Fund, the meeting was at-
tended by Fahad M Alturki,
Chairman of the Arab Monetary
Fund, as well as deputy finance
ministers, experts from the Inter-
national Monetary Fund, the
World Bank, and the Organisa-
tion for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD).

The two-day meeting featured
seven sessions on regional finan-
cial and economic issues. It will

wrap up on Tuesday with a ses-
sion discussing the agenda for
the 16th Arab Finance Ministers
Council meeting.

Alturki  opened the meeting
with a speech emphasising the
importance of this annual gather-
ing in strengthening Arab coop-
eration and facilitating the
exchange of experiences among
members in financial policies.

He highlighted that these
meetings provide an ideal plat-

form for addressing shared chal-
lenges faced by the Arab region
amidst global economic changes.
He stressed that exchanging ex-
pertise among Arab countries re-
inforce their ability to confront
these challenges through collab-
orative and well-thought-out so-
lutions.

He added, “Promoting cooper-
ation among Arab countries will
not only help achieve economic
integration but also drive sustain-

able growth across the region.
Through such meetings, we can
boost our collaboration to im-
prove financial policies, advance
digital transformation initiatives,
and strengthen governance
within financial institutions.

The meeting featured a series
of sessions addressing significant
topics for the Arab region, includ-
ing financial and economic policy
experiences from various Arab
countries.

Arab deputy finance ministers discuss fiscal policies, public finance

Mashreq’s entry into Oman will 
introduce a comprehensive suite 
of banking services, including 
treasury, global transaction 
banking, and sustainable finance

Bitcoin hits
historic high of
$109,000
The price of Bitcoin exceeded

$109,000 on Monday, hitting

all-time high. 

During the last 24 hours,

the price of the largest

cryptocurrency saw a low of

$99,400 and a high of

$109,110. 

It was at $70,000 level

before the US elections in

November 2024, and gained

around 55% since Donald

Trump's presidential election

victory.

After Donald Trump's win

in November 2024 elections,

the market expects positive

developments for

cryptocurrencies, as he

pledged that the US will be the

“crypto capital” of the planet.

The market size of Bitcoin

has recently been at $2.14tn,

according to Coinmarketcap

figures, with a 24-hour trade

volume of $111.5bn.

BRIEFS

Sohar Port’s operational performance demonstrated resilience
and growth, with over 3,000 vessel calls recorded in 2024. 
General cargo throughput increased by 77% compared to 
previous year and container volumes grew by 15%
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Washington, US – Uncertainties
over US President Donald
Trump’s economic policies
dampen short-term rate cut
prospects, despite the US infla-
tion showing easing signs.

The US Consumer Price Index
(CPI) climbed 2.9% on an annual
basis and 0.4% month-on-
month in December 2024, in line
with market expectations, ac-
cording to data released on
Wednesday.

The core CPI annual rate, ex-
cluding energy and food prices,
fell to 3.2% in December 2024,
down from 3.3% in the last three
months and below estimates,
while the monthly rate rose 0.2%,
easing from 0.3% in the previous
four months.

Since Trump's victory in
November of last year, investors
were relieved by the slowdown in
core inflation and the best perfor-
mance of the US stock market.

The US Producer Price Index
(PPI) also came in below expec-
tations at 3.3% on an annual basis
and 0.2% month-on-month, data
released on Tuesday showed.

The US Producer Price Index
(PPI) also fell short of expecta-

tions, coming in at 3.3% on an
annual basis and 0.2% month-
on-month, data released on
Tuesday showed.

Bonds have been on an up-
ward trend since last week due to
concern over inflationary pres-

sure, but they fell following PPI
and CPI data releases. The US 10-
Year Futures declined 13 basis
points to 4.65%.

Market estimates show that
the Fed is certain to keep its pol-
icy rate unchanged at this year’s

first meeting, and the bank may
go for its first rate cut of 2025 in
June.

Analysts say promising signs
of inflation will not suffice to
change the course of the Fed’s
rate cuts.

Mark Zandi, chief economist
at Moody’s Analytics, told
Anadolu that inflation continues
to decline slowly and has re-
turned to the Fed’s target, except
for the increase in shelter costs,
while the biggest threat to infla-
tion is Trump’s promised tariffs
and deportation policies, noting
that a rate cut is not expected
until later in the year, possibly in
September.

Padhraic Garvey, regional
head of research for the Ameri-
cas at ING Financial Markets,
told Anadolu that the better-
than-expected monthly rates in
core PPI and CPI for the two con-
secutive months have been pos-
itive, while the annual inflation is
still high.

Garvey estimated that three
25-basis-point rate cuts may be
on the horizon for this year, the
first of which is more likely to be
in June rather than March.

He noted that the rise in
trade-weighted US dollars and
bonds will dampen further
growth of inflationary pressures,
estimating that the Fed may find
more room to cut rates in the
second half of the year.

Steven Kamin, senior fellow at
the American Enterprise Institute
(AEI), told Anadolu that the in-
flation data has been encourag-
ing, though a single-month
slowdown may not be enough to
make a notable change in the
course of inflation, given the re-
cent strong labor statistics.
Anadolu Agency

Istanbul, Turkey – The wealth of
world billionaires increased by
$2tn in 2024 alone, or over
$5.7bn every day, three times
faster than the previous year, ac-
cording to a report published by
anti-poverty organisation Oxfam
International on Monday.

Meanwhile, the World Bank
statistics showed that the num-
ber of people living in poverty,
who are living on less than $6.85
a day, has barely changed since
1990.

In 2024, the number of bil-
lionaires rose to 2,769, up from
2,565 in the previous year as
their combined wealth increased
from $13tn to $15tn in just a
year.

The wealth of the world’s 10
richest men grew on average by
almost $100mn a day – even if
they lost 99% of their wealth
overnight, they would remain
billionaires – according to the re-
port.

Oxfam predicted that the
world would see at least five tril-
lionaires a decade from now.

“The capture of our global
economy by a privileged few has

reached heights once consid-
ered unimaginable. The failure
to stop billionaires is now
spawning soon-to-be trillion-
aires. Not only has the rate of
billionaire wealth accumulation
accelerated – by three times –
but so too has their power,” said
Oxfam International Executive
Director Amitabh Behar.

Large sums of money con-
tinue to go from the Global
South to the nations in the
Global North and their wealthi-
est inhabitants, perpetuating the
wealth extraction dynamic that
Oxfam's study refers to as
"modern-day colonialism."

Many of the super-rich, par-
ticularly in Europe, owe part of
their wealth to historical colo-
nialism and the exploitation of
poorer countries.

The Oxfam report suggests
three ways for governments to
reduce inequality and end ex-
treme wealth: radically reducing
inequality to end poverty, taxing
the richest and abolishing tax
havens, and ending the flow of
wealth from South to North.
Anadolu Agency

US President Donald Trump

Indrabati Lahiri

The year-on-year eurozone infla-
tion figure for December has
confirmed preliminary estimates
coming in at 2.4%, according to
Eurostat. That was the third con-
secutive month of growth and, in
contrast with November's 2.2%,
the highest figure since July. 

December's figure was mainly
because of base effects, as an-
nual rates are no longer factoring
in the fall in energy prices seen
last year. 

Energy costs inched up 0.1%
in December, up from -2% in the
previous month, making it the
first positive figure since July.
Services inflation also edged up
to 4% in December, up from
3.9% in November. 

On the other hand, alcohol,
food and tobacco inflation
dropped marginally, as rising
prices for processed food, as well
as tobacco and alcohol, was off-
set slightly by the falling prices of
non-processed foods. 

German inflation rose to 2.8%
in December, up from 2.4% in
November, while French inflation
inched up to 1.8%, from 1.7% in
the previous month. Italian infla-
tion dropped to 1.4% in Decem-

ber, down from 1.5% on the pre-
vious month. 

The Eurozone annual core in-
flation rate came up to 2.7% in
December, which was the same
as the previous three months,
while also being in line with ana-
lyst estimates. Core inflation ex-
cludes alcohol, tobacco, food and
energy prices, because of their
volatility.

German inflation has mainly
been increasing because of
higher food and services prices.
In addition, energy prices have

been slower to come down, mak-
ing inflation worse. 

France has been hit by many
of the same economic factors as
Germany, with rising electricity
tariffs also contributing to the
problem. Ongoing supply chain
issues and sluggish consumer
and business confidence have
made market conditions more
difficult. 

Italy's drop in inflation is
mainly due to a fall in industrial
goods' and services prices.
(Source: Euronews.com)

Daniel Howley and 

Alexis Keenan

TikTok is back online in the US
after the social media app went
dark early Sunday when a new
law banning the app took effect
at midnight.

The Chinese-owned service
welcomed users back after a
12-hour shutdown, with many
Americans now able to access
the app, according to a CNN
report. In an alert, it said, "As a
result of President Trump's ef-
forts, TikTok is back in the US."

Beginning late Saturday, US
TikTok users were shown a
message saying the app wasn't
available, citing the new law,
scheduled to come in at mid-
night.

In a post on X Sunday after-
noon, TikTok said it was pro-
cess of restoring access to its
US audience, and credited in-
coming

"In agreement with our ser-
vice providers, TikTok is in the
process of restoring service.
We thank President Trump for
providing the necessary clarity
and assurance to our service
providers that they will face no
penalties providing TikTok to
over 170mn Americans and al-
lowing over 7mn small busi-
nesses to thrive."

In a social media post on
Sunday, Trump asked tech
companies to "not let TikTok
stay dark" and reiterated his
plan to issue a reprieve once he
takes office.

"I will issue an executive
order on Monday to extend the
period of time before the law’s
prohibitions take effect, so that

we can make a deal to protect
our national security,” Trump
posted. “The order will also
confirm that there will be no li-
ability for any company that
helped keep TikTok from going
dark before my order."

Trump also said he would
like to see TikTok become a
joint venture with 50% Ameri-
can ownership. TikTok's state-
ment followed roughly two
hours later.

The alert also mentioned
Trump by name saying, "We

are fortunate that President
Trump has indicated that he
will work with us on a solution
to reinstate TikTok once he
takes office."

On its website earlier, Tik-
Tok told users they could still
login to download their data.
As of Sunday afternoon, that
message had been updated to
read: "We're working hard to
resolve this issue. Thank you
for your patience."

The latest notification said,
“You can continue to create,
share, and discover all the
things you love on TikTok."

Still, many on Capitol Hill –
not to mention outside experts
– questioned whether Trump
will have the authority to make
good on these promises.

Some of Trump’s closest
political allies are also the most
outspoken critics of TikTok,
and have so far stood by the
law that they passed last April
with strong bipartisan margins.
(Source: Yahoo Finance)

TikTok restores service 
after going dark in US, 
credits Trump's 'clarity'

Billionaires’ wealth
grew by $2tn in
2024, says Oxfam

Trump’s trade policies may
dampen rate cut prospects 

Eurozone inflation rises to 2.4% in
December as energy costs edge up 

Beijing, China – China has made
significant breakthroughs in gold
exploration, adding a remarkable
168 metric tonnes of new gold re-
sources discovered from Inner
Mongolia autonomous region,
Gansu province and Heilongjiang
province, the China Geological
Survey (CGS) announced on
Sunday.

According to China Daily, the
CGS, a division of the Ministry of
Natural Resources, has an-
nounced significant break-

throughs in mining activities. No-
table findings include 102.4
tonnes from the Anbali North
mining area in Gansu Province,
41.3 tonnes from the Hadamen-
gou mining area in the Inner
Mongolia Autonomous Region,
and 24.3 tonnes from the Baox-
inggou mining area in Hei-
longjiang Province.

Funded by the central govern-
ment, the gold exploration iden-
tified 47 target areas and
submitted 35 recommended

areas since 2021, according to
the CGS.

The CGS added that the newly
identified areas have expanded
the scope of gold exploration and
deepened the understanding of
national gold deposit patterns.

The breakthroughs in gold ex-
ploration will guide local enter-
prises in their future exploration,
leading to significant regional
economic and social develop-
ment. 
WAM

Rising services
prices in Eurozone
were behind 
the boost in the 
December 
inflation figure, 
although they 
were offset by a 
fall in food, 
alcohol and 
tobacco prices

China announces new discovery of gold sources

In a post on X 
Sunday afternoon,
TikTok said it was
process of 
restoring access 
to its US audience,
and credited 
incoming

Market estimates show that Fed is
certain to keep its policy rate 
unchanged at this year’s first 
meeting, and it may go for its first
rate cut of 2025 in June
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Registration opens for ‘Green Sports’
Completing a 14-year journey in
supporting Omani youth through
local sports teams, Bank Muscat,
the leading financial service
provider in Oman, has launched
the 2025 edition of its flagship
CSR programme, Green Sports,
on January 19.

The bank has invited all local
sports teams to apply for the
programme well before the
deadline on February 15. 

This year too, 20 sports teams
from different governorates will
be provided support in one of the
four categories available to them,
the bank informed.

The Green Sports programme
continues to thrive each year,
bolstered by the successes from
previous editions and the posi-
tive turnout shown by local
sports teams. The scope of sup-
port includes greening of football
fields with natural or synthetic
turf, floodlights and water desali-
nation equipment in areas facing
problems of water salinity. These
support areas focus on empow-
ering youth by enhancing sports
infrastructure and nurturing their
skills, along with fostering cul-
tural and social development for
the community.  

All teams who are interested
to participate in this year’s edi-
tion can submit their applications
digitally. 

All applicants should be able
to showcase their positive im-

pact and contributions to the
local community, the bank
stated. 

On this occasion, Talib Saif al
Makhmari, Head, Community &
Media Relations, Bank Muscat,
said: “Corporate social responsi-

bility programmes form an es-
sential pillar of Bank Muscat’s
strategy of working continuously
for the benefit of society. The
launch of the 14th edition of the
programme stands as a testa-
ment to its significance for local

sports teams and serves as clear
evidence of the ongoing achieve-
ments made by the programme
in empowering youth. We would
like to encourage all teams who
would like to apply for the sup-
port to submit their applications

through the specified link ahead
of the deadline, and we wish
them all the best of luck.”

The landmark Green Sports
Programme is one of Bank Mus-
cat’s CSR initiatives, which draws
from the values of leadership and

partnership so as to create a pos-
itive impact on Omani society.
The programme aims to develop
and provide a sustainable infras-
tructure for sports fields in
Oman. The facilities developed
as part of the programme are

often used as a venue for other
social activities by local commu-
nities, leading to stronger social
bonding and positive behaviour
among young people. It is a mat-
ter of great encouragement that
Bank Muscat’s Green Sports pro-
gramme has so far benefitted
203 teams with over 70,000
team members across the sul-
tanate since its launch in 2012. 

Local sports teams play a vital
role in engaging young people of
all ages. Recently, several new
sports fields have been upgrades
with new natural or synthetic
turf, floodlights and water desali-
nation equipment. Going for-
ward, the Bank will enhance
collaboration with all stakehold-
ers to maximise the pro-
gramme’s long-term benefits
and optimise green spaces for
community development.

ROHM presents heritage and cultural traditions in Folk Music Festival
Affirming the enduring power of
folk music, Royal Opera House
Muscat (ROHM) hosted Folk
Music Festival on January 16 and
17, a vibrant two-night celebra-
tion of global musical heritage. 

The festival brought together
extraordinary bands from Bul-
garia, South Korea, and India,
alongside a leading Omani folk
group, to share their unique tra-
ditions with audiences in a mag-
nificent display of culture, music,
and choreography.

The Folk Music Festival high-
lighted ROHM's ongoing com-
mitment to bridging cultures
through music and the arts. As
an institution, ROHM continues
to serve as a platform for artistic
collaboration, promoting cultural
understanding, and celebrating
the richness of traditional musi-
cal expressions. As such, the Folk
Music Festival has become an
annual event and a beloved tra-
dition, reinforcing ROHM’s role
as a significant cultural beacon in
the region and globally.

The audience experienced the
technical mastery, creativity, and
beauty of folk music in harmony
at the outdoor maidan of Royal

Opera House of Musical Arts.
The South Korean ensemble pre-
sented traditional Korean per-
cussion, played on distinct

instruments, alongside the cele-
brated Korean fan dance. With
bright pink fans and dresses, the
dancers’ graceful movements

brought to life a piece inspired by
Asian traditions, enchanting the
audience. 

The Bulgarian ensemble of-

fered dances from all ethno-
graphical regions of Bulgaria,
showcasing the country’s diverse
rhythms and colourful traditions.

The Indian performing group rec-
ognized for their performances
at India’s prestigious cultural
venues and international folk fes-
tivals, gave a dynamic and
colourful exploration of India’s
vast folk music heritage.

Finally, the Omani group
played a vital role in connecting
the deep roots of tradition with
the distinctive present of Oman,
offering a powerful reflection of
Oman’s own musical heritage.

Designed to be a celebration
of cultural expression, the Folk
Music Festival was an event
where all ages came together, to
immerse themselves in the en-
chanting world of folk music.
Each performance is a testament
to the deep connection between
music and cultural identity, and a
reminder of the power of music
to unite and inspire.

ROHM’s annual Folk Music
Festival continues to deepen cul-
tural understanding and har-
mony through the universal
language of music.

Abraj Energy Services, Oman’s
leading oil and gas services
provider, has announced the de-
ployment of its second hydraulic
fracturing fleet at Central Oman
Gas Fields for Petroleum Devel-
opment Oman (PDO).

This significant milestone un-
derscores Abraj’s role as a pre-
mier provider of advanced
hydraulic fracturing and well
stimulation services, further en-
hancing Oman’s energy infras-
tructure.

Building on the success of its
first fleet, deployed in 2019, the
new fleet highlights Abraj’s com-
mitment to supporting PDO’s
operational excellence and sus-
tainability goals. Hydraulic frac-
turing is a key technique for
optimising well performance in
tight and complex reservoirs.
Leveraging state-of-the-art tech-
nologies, Abraj ensures efficient
resource recovery while con-
tributing to the long-term sus-
tainability of Oman’s energy
sector.

“The launch of our second
fracturing fleet marks an impor-

tant milestone in our partnership
with PDO,” said Zahran al
Kindi,Chief Operating Officer of
Abraj Energy Services. “Our
proven capabilities in delivering
advanced hydraulic fracturing

and stimulation services support
Oman to maximize its energy re-
sources while ensuring opera-
tional efficiency and
sustainability.”

Sultan Makhmari, Senior Con-

tract Holder, PDO said, “The de-
ployment of Abraj Energy Ser-
vices second hydraulic fracturing
fleet marks an important step in
enhancing our operational capa-
bilities, this collaboration
demonstrates our shared com-
mitment to deploying advanced
technologies and practices that
align with our sustainability and
operational efficiency goals. To-
gether, we are ensuring the con-
tinued optimization of Oman’s
valuable energy resources.”

Abraj deploys hydraulic fracturing fleet for PDO
Kaldi 850, the renowned pre-
mium coffee brand celebrated
for its premium coffee blends
and exceptional customer expe-
riences, has announced the
grand opening of its 21st flagship
drive-thru store, strategically lo-
cated in Al Bar, Sur.

The new store signifies a sig-
nificant milestone in Kaldi 850’s
mission to bring its expertly
crafted coffee closer to commu-
nities across Oman. The Al Bar
location, designed with state-of-
the-art features, offers a seam-
less drive-thru service, catering
to the on-the-go lifestyle of its
customers while maintaining the
cozy ambiance that Kaldi 850 is
known for.

Paul Biswajit, General Man-
ager, of Kaldi 850, shared his ex-
citement, saying “We are thrilled
to open our latest flagship store
in the vibrant Sur community.
This expansion underscores our
commitment to providing excep-
tional coffee experiences and
meeting the growing demand for
convenience and quality. We

look forward to welcoming coffee
enthusiasts in Sur and beyond.”

To celebrate the grand open-
ing, Kaldi 850 is offering exclu-
sive promotions and giveaways
for the first week. Customers vis-
iting the Al Bar drive-thru can
enjoy complimentary tastings of
new menu items and special dis-

counts on Kaldi 850 merchan-
dise.

Kaldi 850 invited the Sur
community and coffee lovers
across Oman to experience its
newest flagship store and dis-
cover the exceptional flavours
that have made it a beloved
name in speciality coffee.

Kaldi 850 opens new store in Sur

New fleet strengthens Abraj’s position as a
leader in hydraulic fracturing and well
stimulation, driving innovation and 
productivity in Oman’s energy sector

Bank Muscat has 
invited local sports
teams to apply for
its flagship CSR pro-
gramme - Green
Sports -  before
February 15. This
yea too  20 teams
will get support
from the bank
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Madayn opens Al Mazunah economic
exhibition; over 100 companies take part
The Public Establishment for In-
dustrial Estates ‘Madayn’ has in-
augurated Al Mazunah Economic
Exhibition and Forum in Al Mazu-
nah Free Zone in Dhofar gover-
norate on Sunday, bringing
together over 100 local and
global companies. 

The inaugural event was held
under the auspices of H H Sayyid
Marwan bin Turki al Said, Gover-
nor of Dhofar, and in the pres-
ence of Dr Ali bin Masoud al
Sunaidy, Chairman of the Public
Authority for Special Economic
Zones and Free Zones (OPAZ),
along with their excellencies, of-
ficials from public and private
sectors, and investors from
within Oman and abroad. 

Organised by Madayn in co-
operation with OPAZ and Oman
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (OCCI) in Dhofar, the
event runs until Thursday and
aims to strengthen trade rela-
tions between Oman and
Yemen. It also serves as an ideal
platform for companies to ex-
plore investment opportunities,
build strategic partnerships, and
expand their presence in regional
markets.

Speaking at the opening cere-
mony, Ahmed bin Khamis al
Kasbi, Director General of Al
Mazunah Free Zone, highlighted
the event’s significance as a pre-
mier platform to showcase the
free zone’s vast potential. Estab-
lished as Oman’s first free zone,
Al Mazunah Free Zone serves as
a gateway to Yemeni and regional
markets. “Al Mazunah Free Zone
has witnessed substantial

progress in infrastructure and
electronic services in recent
years, making the free zone a pre-
ferred destination for investors,”
Kasbi said, adding: “The free zone
offers comprehensive facilities,
including roads, electricity, water
and telecom networks, in addition
to warehousing and transport fa-
cilities. Its strategic location near
Yemen’s border positions the free
zone as a key hub for regional
trade and economic activity.”

Additionally, Kasbi empha-
sised that the free zone’s ad-
vanced electronic systems are
designed to streamline opera-
tions, such as the ‘Eddah System’
for effective customs operations
and logistics solutions, electronic
gates for smooth movement of
goods and individuals, and a one-
stop service centre for integrated
government and administrative
services. 

Additionally, the free zone
features a dry port offering inte-
grated customs and handling
services, which eventually boost
its logistics efficiency and trade
movement. To encourage invest-
ment environment, OPAZ and
Madayn have introduced key in-
centives that reaffirm the gov-
ernment’s commitment to
support investors, attract new in-
vestments and promote sustain-
able economic growth. 

Kasbi hailed the key role
played by the Royal Oman Police
in implementing advanced sys-
tems to streamline security and
administrative procedures, and
recognised the constant cooper-
ation of various government

bodies to achieve a supportive
business environment. 

He further noted that the key
incentives include exempting in-
vestors from accumulated debts
by 30%, and a 50% reduction in
rental costs for existing and new
investors. These incentives aim
at increasing the free zone’s
competitiveness and investment
appeal.

On his part, Said Zabanoot,
Director of Investor Services in

Al Mazunah Free Zone, said that
this event comes along the lines
of the free zone’s vision to en-
hance the sultanate’s competi-
tiveness in attracting regional
and global investments. 

Moreover, Hilal al Rashdi, In-
vestors Relations’ Specialist at
OPAZ, detailed the authority’s
overseeing of 22 economic and
free zones spanning over
2,200sqkm. 

Rashdi also provided insights

into the Authority’s commitment
to the functions of ‘planning and
development’, ‘regulation and
supervision’, in addition to efforts
undertaken in marketing, attract-
ing investments, and operational
acceleration through forging
strategic partnerships.

Al Mazunah Economic Exhibi-
tion and Forum provides a signif-
icant opportunity for businesses
to showcase their services and
products, build strategic partner-
ships, and explore regional mar-
ket opportunities. The event has
attracted companies across var-

ious sectors, including logistics,
automotive, manufacturing, im-
port-export, food supply, and
SMEs. 

Notably, Yemeni traders and
visitors can participate in the ex-
hibition without requiring entry
visas, needing only an electronic
permit. This initiative reinforces
the free zone’s commitment to
fostering trade collaboration and
economic integration between
the sultanate and Yemen.

Al Mazunah Free
Zone has witnessed
substantial progress
in infrastructure and
electronic services in
recent years, making
the free zone a 
preferred destination
for investors
AHMED AL KASBI

The Ministry of Health on Mon-
day marked the official opening
of Hay Asalam Polyclinic in South
Mabela, a significant milestone in
the ongoing efforts to enhance
healthcare services in Oman. 

The opening ceremony was
patronised by Badr Salem al
Maamari, Secretary General of
the Tender Board, in the presence
of H E Suleiman Nasser al Haji,
Undersecretary for Administra-
tive and Financial Affairs in MoH.

Dr Sameera al Maimani, Act-
ing Director General of Health
Services in Muscat Governorate,
delivered a speech marking the
occasion, highlighting the signif-
icant strides in Oman’s health-
care sector. 

She noted that the healthcare
sector in the Sultanate of Oman
is experiencing rapid develop-
ment, and the opening of Hay
ASalam Polyclinic underscores
“our commitment to providing
high-quality healthcare services
that cater to the needs of both
citizens and residents alike”.

Dr Sameera emphasised that
this new facility will serve as a
model of excellence in health-
care, reinforcing Muscat’s posi-
tion as a leading health
destination. 

She explained that these pro-
jects contribute to alleviating the
health burdens, enhance disease
prevention, and promote early
detection, which in turn reduces
healthcare costs and improves

the quality of life.
The project’s implementation

phases and the services it will
provide to the community were
showcased during the ceremony,
along with the key health pro-
jects in the Muscat Governorate. 

At the end of the ceremony,
the patron of the event and the
attendees toured the polyclinic’s
departments, where they were
briefed on its diverse services. 

Hay Asalam Polyclinic, which
took 14 months to complete and
executed at a cost of
RO650,000, offers a compre-
hensive range of healthcare ser-
vices, including specialized
primary care for chronic diseases
and, hypertension, diabetes,
asthma, maternal care, and fam-
ily planning. 

Furthermore, the facility has
specialised clinics in behavioural
medicine including adults and
paediatrics psychiatry, attention
deficit hyperactivity disorder
(ADHD), neuropsychiatry, and
psychotherapy.

The project further includes a
laboratory, a pharmacy, two ex-
amination rooms, a meeting and
training hall, a computer server
room, and communication facili-
ties. 

The newly opened facility has
19 beds, with the capacity for ex-
pansion, allocated across depart-
ments of male, female, maternity
and postnatal care, as well as ob-
servation.

MoE holds
preparatory
workshop for
implementing
2024 projects
The Ministry of Education
(MoE), represented by the Di-
rectorate-General of Projects
and Services, implemented a
preparatory workshop for the
launch of the 2024 projects’ im-
plementation.

The projects include con-
struction of 43 new school build-
ings in various governorates; in
order to improve the educational
infrastructure and provide a dis-
tinguished educational environ-
ment for school students.

The workshop included a
number of working papers, the
first of which came under the
title: distribution of engineering
teams to project packages. The
second paper talked about the
specifications, plans, and new
developments in terms of fram-
ing opportunities, challenges,
preparations, plans, specifica-
tions, and financial expenditures.

The third paper focused on
ensuring the quality of imple-
mentation and supervision, by
framing opportunities and chal-
lenges, alignment with the daily,
weekly, and monthly report, the
mechanism for verifying obser-
vations, supervision visits, ap-
pointing a design chief, an
implementation chief, and a sub-
stitute for each in the event of
their absence.

Al Maha Rent-A-Car
empowers and awards
11 Omani drivers 
Al Maha Rent-A-Car on Thurs-
day felicitated 11 Omani drivers,
who successfully completed a 12-
week English language course. 

Conducted by British Training
Services, the English language
programme involved two hours
of daily training and aimed to en-
hance the communication skills
of the participants that enabled
them to be equipped with both
personal and professional
growth.

“This achievement reflects
our commitment to investing in

our people,” said Gijo George,
General Manager of Al Maha
Rent-A-Car. “By equipping our
team with essential skills, we are
not only enhancing their capabil-
ities but also contributing to
Oman’s vision of progress and
prosperity,” he stressed. 

George underlined that this
initiative aligns with the visionary
guidance of His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik, emphasising
the development of Oman’s
workforce to thrive in a glob-
alised world.

AR Roshni Blasters lift trophy in GPS Day & Night Tournament 
The GPS Presents Day & Night
Tournament concluded in spec-
tacular fashion, with AR Roshni
Blasters clinching a thrilling 30-
run victory against HCC in the
final. The tournament, which fea-
tured 14 competitive teams, was
a resounding success, showcas-
ing exciting cricket and stellar in-
dividual performances
throughout.

AR Roshni Blasters, after being
put in to bat by HCC, posted a
modest total of 91 runs. The in-
nings was rescued by Umer
Aslam’s blistering cameo of 24
runs off just five balls, including
four towering sixes. His knock

came at a crucial juncture when
the team was struggling to main-
tain momentum. Waseem Ja-
madar provided a steady

contribution with 35 runs at the
top of the order.

Defending the total, AR Roshni
Blasters’ bowlers rose to the oc-

casion. Tahir Khalil delivered a
stunning spell, taking 4 wickets
for just 9 runs in his two overs,
while Umair Ahmad chipped in

with two wickets. Umer Aslam
further shone in the field, taking
two vital catches, one of which
was a spectacular effort that
stunned the crowd.

HCC struggled against the dis-
ciplined bowling and were
bowled out for just 61 runs, hand-
ing AR Roshni Blasters a well-
earned victory. The tournament
featured 14 teams battling it out
in an intense competition filled
with high-octane matches. The
format ensured excitement in
every game, and the final under
the floodlights provided the per-
fect climax to the event.

The GPS Presents Day & Night

Tournament was not just about
cricket - it was a celebration of
community spirit. Thousands of
fans turned up to support their
favourite teams, creating an elec-
trifying atmosphere at the GPS
Riders Ground. The organizers,
sponsors, and local authorities
were commended for their ef-
forts in making the event a grand
success.

The success of this year’s
tournament has set a high bar for
future editions. With AR Roshni
Blasters etching their name in
glory, the anticipation for next
year’s competition is already
building.

Health ministry opens Hay
Asalam Polyclinic in S Mabela
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Trump vows to act with ‘historic speed’
Washington, D.C., US - US Pres-
ident-elect Donald Trump
pledged to act quickly after his
swearing-in ceremony on Mon-
day to fix problems from the out-
going Biden administration.

“That’s what we’re going to
do, take back our country tomor-
row at noon. The curtain closes
on four long years of American
decline and we begin a brand
new day of American strength
and prosperity, dignity and pride,
bringing it all back once and for
all,” Trump said on Sunday at a
rally in Washington, D.C. on the
eve of his inauguration as the
47th president of the US.

Trump and Vice President-
elect J D Vance participated in a
wreath-laying ceremony at the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at
Arlington National Cemetery in
Virginia before addressing the
rally.

“We’re going to end the reign
of a failed and corrupt political es-
tablishment in Washington, a
failed administration,” he added.

Trump also promised to fight
for Americans for the next four
years.

“This is the greatest political
movement in American history,
and 75 days ago, we achieved the
most epic political victory our
country has ever seen,” he said.

Border security
Trump said his new administra-
tion will inherit ‘disasters’ at
home and abroad, including infla-
tion, high interest rates and a
‘catastrophic’ border crisis.

“Starting tomorrow, I will act

with historic speed and strength
and fix every single crisis facing
our country,” he said.

On border security, Trump
said that in his inaugural address
on Monday, he will outline border
security measures which ‘will be
the most aggressive, sweeping
effort to restore our borders the
world has ever seen’.

“You’re going to see executive
orders that are going to make
(you) extremely happy, lots of
them…We have to set our coun-
try on the proper course,” he said.

“By the time the sun sets to-

morrow evening, the invasion of
our borders will have come to a
halt, and all the illegal border tres-
passers will in some form or an-
other be on their way back
home.”

He also promised to remove
members of the Venezuelan
gang Tren de Aragua from the
US, saying: “These are rough
people, and they’re getting the
hell out of our country.”

Trump stressed that the new

administration will ‘quickly’
reestablish control of the US’s
sovereign territory and borders.

“We will expel every single il-
legal alien gang member and mi-
grant criminal operating on
American soil and remove the
savage gang trend from the
United States,” he said.

Gaza ceasefire deal
Turning to the ceasefire deal be-
tween Israel and the Palestinian
resistance group Hamas, Trump
said an ‘epic’ ceasefire agreement
was reached as a first step to-
ward lasting peace in the Middle
East.

“And this agreement could
only have happened as a result of
our historic victory in November,”
he added.

“I’m glad to report that the first

hostages have just been re-
leased…We’ve achieved more
without being president than
they’ve achieved in four years
with being president,” he said.

Trump also reiterated his wish
to end the ongoing war in
Ukraine, stop the chaos in the
Middle East, and prevent World
War Three from happening.

California wildfires
Trump sent his love to everyone

affected by the ‘terrible’ wildfires
raging in California and an-
nounced that he will be visiting
there soon to see the damage.

“We’re praying for you all. We
love you all. We’re going to be
there very soon. I’m going to go
out there on Friday to see it and
to get it moving back,” he said.

At least 25 people are con-
firmed dead as the Los Angeles
wildfires continue to cause mas-
sive destruction in the US state of
California, and forecasts for more
heavy winds are expected to fuel
the blazes in the days to come.

The two raging fires in the
Eaton and Palisades areas have
charred more than 40,000 acres
of land, destroying over 12,300
homes, business, churches and
schools.
Anadolu Agency

US President-elect Donald Trump also promised to fight for Americans for the next four years

Beijing, China - China has exe-
cuted the man who killed 35 peo-
ple by driving his car into a crowd
at a sports centre in November,
marking the deadliest public at-
tack in the country in a decade,
CNN reported, citing state media
reports on Monday.

Fan Weiqiu, 62, was executed
shortly after being sentenced to
death by a court in Zhuhai, China,
a southern city where the attack
occurred. This execution came
just over three weeks after the
verdict, CNN reported.

The car rampage in Zhuhai
took place on November 11, when
Fan, enraged by his failed mar-
riage and perceived unfair di-
vorce settlement, drove his
off-road vehicle into a crowd of
people exercising at the Zhuhai
Sports Centre. Police later found
Fan in the car, attempting to
harm himself with a knife, and
took him to a hospital.

The court deemed Fan’s ac-

tions extremely cruel and his mo-
tives vile, noting that the conse-
quences were severe and had
caused significant harm to soci-
ety. This incident resulted in the
highest death toll from a public
attack in China since 2014, when
a series of assaults occurred in
Xinjiang.

The attack prompted Chinese

President Xi Jinping to call for
harsh penalties, labelling the at-
tack as ‘extremely vicious’, as re-
ported by CNN. News of the
executions was met with
widespread approval on social
media platforms like Weibo,
where related hashtags gained
millions of views and became
trending topics.

According to CNN, in recent
months, China has experienced a
rise in violent incidents targeting
random individuals, including
children. These attacks have
raised concerns as the country’s
economic growth slows, unset-
tling a population used to low lev-
els of violent crime and
widespread surveillance. In re-

sponse, authorities have in-
creased security measures and
called for swift, severe punish-
ment for offenders to discourage
future incidents, CNN reported.

On the same day, another
man was executed in Wuxi, an
eastern city in China for killing
eight people in a stabbing spree
on a college campus in Novem-
ber. Xu Jiajin, 21, was a recent
graduate of the vocational college
and was reportedly motivated by
frustration over failing exams, not
receiving a graduation certificate,
and dissatisfaction with his in-
ternship compensation.

Although China does not pro-
vide detailed information on the
number of executions, it is be-
lieved to have the highest execu-
tion rate in the world, with
thousands of people executed
and sentenced to death each
year, according to CNN, citing
Amnesty International.
ANI

China executes man for car rampage that killed 35

President-elect Trump pledged to act quickly to fix problems from the outgoing Biden administration

Washington, D.C., US - US
President-elect Donald Trump
promised on Sunday that he
would declassify documents
related to the assassinations of
former President John F
Kennedy and civil rights activist
Dr Martin Luther King Jr.

“As the first step toward
restoring transparency and ac-
countability to government, we
will also reverse the over-clas-

sification of government docu-
ments,” Trump told his sup-
porters at the Capital One
Arena in Washington, D.C.

“And in the coming days, we
are going to make public re-
maining records relating to the
assassinations of President
John F Kenedy, his brother
Robert Kennedy, as well as Dr
Martin Luther King Jr,” he
added.

Trump had previously also
called for fully declassifying in-
formation related to JFK’s as-
sassination, which happened in
1963.

In Sunday’s speech, he reit-
erated this commitment, stat-
ing that he would fulfill this
promise once he took office.

Both Robert Kennedy and
Martin Luther King Jr were as-
sassinated in 1968.

Trump promises to declassify JFK documents

Trump also reiterated his wish to end the
ongoing war in Ukraine, stop the chaos in
the Middle East, and prevent World War
Three from happening

Seoul, South Korea - South Ko-
rean authorities on Monday dis-
missed at least four senior
military commanders from their
positions over last month’s short-
lived martial law decree by im-
peached President Yoon Suk
Yeol, Yonhap news reported. 

Lt. Gen. Yeo In-hyung, head of
the Defence Counterintelligence
Command; Maj. Gen. Moon
Sang-ho, head of the Defence In-
telligence Command; Lt. Gen. Lee
Jin-woo, head of the Capital De-
fence Command; and Lt. Gen.
Kwak Jong-keun, chief of the
Army Special Warfare Com-
mand, were dismissed from their
positions, according to Defence
Ministry.

They are suspected of taking
part in martial law operations on
December 3, 2024 and the deci-
sion was taken in view of the on-
going legal review of possible

disciplinary measures for Army
Chief of Staff Gen. Park An-su,
who served as the martial law
commander. Authorities are ex-
pected to officially notify the four
commanders of the decision on
Tuesday, when it takes effect.

Earlier, South Korean police

raided the presidential office on
Monday to secure documents re-
lated to Yoon’s declaration of
martial law.

The impeached president,
meanwhile, was moved to a soli-
tary cell at the Seoul Detention
Centre after his formal arrest.

Yoon was transferred to the
12sqm cell at the detention centre
in Uiwang, south of Seoul, on
Sunday after the Seoul Western
District Court issued a warrant
for his formal arrest, according to
Shin Yong-hae, commissioner
general of the Korea Correctional

Service.
His cell, which is known to

usually hold five or six people, is
similar in size to those where past
presidents have been detained,
Shin told lawmakers. Yoon is the
country’s first sitting president to
be formally arrested after a Seoul
court issued a warrant on Sunday
to detain him for an extended pe-
riod over his botched martial law
bid last month.
Anadolu Agency

South Korea dismisses 4 military commanders

Police raided the presidential office on Monday to secure documents related to Yoon’s declaration of martial law

Berlin, Germany - German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz on
Monday called for ‘stable ties’
with the US ahead of Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump’s in-
auguration amid Berlin’s
accusations that Trump advi-
sor Elon Musk is trying to in-
terfere in Germany’s
upcoming general elections.

“The transatlantic relations
are of utmost importance for
Germany and for Europe. And
NATO is the guarantor of our
security. That’s why we need
stable relations with the USA,”
Scholz told the daily Rheinische
Post newspaper.

The chancellor pointed out
that he had already spoken to
Trump on the phone twice.

“Those were very friendly
and good conversations. Our
advisors have also met several
times. So, we’re not starting
from scratch with the new ad-
ministration,” he added.

Referring to Trump’s recent
territorial claims towards
Greenland, Canada and the
Panama Canal, Scholz said
that Europeans stand for rules
that have long been agreed
upon internationally.

“One rule is: Borders must
not be moved by force,” the

German chancellor reiterated.
Scholz’s remarks came only

a day after Andreas Michaelis,
Germany’s ambassador to the
US, expressed fears of a fun-
damental change in the US po-
litical system under Trump.

“Trump is pursuing an
agenda of maximum disrup-
tion,” Michaelis warned in a
confidential document.

Relations between Berlin
and Washington have been
strained as Musk, who is set to
serve as an advisor to the in-
coming president, reiterated
his strong support for the far-
right Alternative for Germany
(AfD) party ahead of the
February 23 general elections
in Germany.

“If you are unhappy with
the situation, you must vote
for change. And that is why I’m
really strongly recommending
that people vote for AfD.
That’s why that’s my strong
recommendation. And I think
this is simply the sensible
move,” Musk said in an online
talk on X with AfD leader Alice
Weidel.

“In fact, I, as I’ve said pub-
licly, I think only AfD can save
Germany,” he added.
Anadolu Agency

Germany: Scholz
calls for ‘stable
ties’ with US

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz

At least four senior
commanders were
dismissed  from
their positions over
last month’s 
short-lived martial
law decree



TUESDAY, JANUARY 21, 2025 MUSCAT DAILY     09

WORLD

GAZA CEASEFIRE 

Israel releases 90 Palestinian prisoners
Ramallah, Palestine - Israel re-
leased 90 Palestinian detainees
early on Monday from Ofer Mil-
itary Prison in the occupied
West Bank as part of a prisoner
exchange agreement with
Hamas.

Palestinians gathered in the
town of Beitunia, near Ramallah,
in the occupied West Bank to
welcome them

Israeli soldiers intervened by
firing tear gas and sound bombs
intermittently at the crowd, who
were using fire to stay warm
due to the cold.

As the time neared 1am, a
large number of Israeli military
jeeps and bulldozers raided
Beitunia.

After firing tear gas and
sound bombs, Israeli military
jeeps began to drive the Pales-
tinians away from the area.

Shortly after the raid on
Beitunia, a bus carrying Pales-
tinian detainees under the pro-
tection of the International
Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) departed from Ofer Mil-
itary Prison.

It proceeded from Beitunia
towards Manara Square in Ra-
mallah, where the Palestinian
detainees were handed over.

Missing detainee
causes delay
The Palestinian Prisoners’
Media Office issued a state-

ment indicating that during the
inspection of the released pris-
oners’ names, it was discovered
that one female detainee was
missing.

As a result, technical teams
communicated with mediators
and the Red Cross to put pres-
sure on Israeli forces to adhere
to the agreed-upon prisoner list.

Shortly after, the detainees
were able to proceed on their
journey.

Israel’s Channel 12 later re-
ported that the issue was re-
solved and that the detainees
had departed.

The 90 Palestinian detainees
released included 69 women,
eight male minors and 12 men

sentenced for relatively minor
offenses.

Israeli media reported that
78 of the Palestinians released
from Ofer Military Prison were
from the occupied West Bank,
while 12 were from occupied
East Jerusalem.

Palestinians gathered in
Beitunia, and from a hill over-

looking Ofer Military Prison,
they waited for the convoy car-
rying the released Palestinian
detainees to begin moving.

Activity in front of the prison
only increased the excitement
of the waiting crowd.

In addition, the Israeli army
used drones to launch tear gas
canisters at Palestinians who

were waiting near the prison for
the detainees to be released.

Israeli military spokesman
Avichay Adraee had warned
Palestinians not to participate in
any marches or celebrations
during or after the prisoner re-
lease process, threatening inter-
vention if they did.

According to the agreement

between Israel and the Pales-
tinian group Hamas, 90 Pales-
tinian detainees were released
in exchange for three Israeli
women detainees who had
been freed the previous day.

The military wing of Hamas,
the Izz ad-Din al-Qassam
Brigades, delivered the three Is-
raeli women detainees to a Red
Cross team in the evening,
marking the first phase of the
ceasefire and prisoner swap
agreement.

Aid trucks 
enter Gaza
Meanwhile, some 634 trucks
loaded with humanitarian aid
entered the Gaza Strip under a
ceasefire deal since Sunday, a
Palestinian source said on
Monday.

“Some 310 aid trucks
reached northern Gaza, includ-
ing fuel, medical supplies, food
supplies, vegetables and fruits,
while 324 trucks arrived in
southern Gaza,” the source with
Gaza’s Interior Ministry told
Anadolu.
Anadolu Agency

The 90 Palestinian detainees released included 69 women, eight male minors and 12 men sentenced for relatively minor offenses

Israeli media reported that 78 of the 
Palestinians released from Ofer Military
Prison were from the occupied West Bank,
while 12 were from occupied East Jerusalem

Israeli forces kill Palestinian
teen during West Bank raid
Ramallah, Palestine - Israeli sol-
diers killed a Palestinian
teenager and wounded two oth-
ers during a raid late on Sunday
in the West Bank.

The Palestinian Ministry of
Health announced in a brief
statement that 14-year-old
Ahmad Rashid Rushdi Jazar
was shot to death in the town of
Sebastia northwest of Nablus.

In the southern West Bank,
the Palestine Red Crescent So-
ciety said its teams transported
two injured people to the hospi-
tal. One was a 17-year-old boy
with a gunshot wound to the
hand and the other was an 11-
year-old child injured during
clashes in the town of Idhna.

Eyewitnesses told Anadolu
that the Israeli army raided the
town for about two hours before
withdrawing. Clashes erupted
during the raid, with the use of
live ammunition, rubber bullets
and tear gas.

Over the past few years, the
Israeli military has conducted

regular raids in the West Bank,
which have escalated with the
beginning of the war on Gaza on
October 7, 2023. Palestinians
have also been violently at-
tacked by illegal Israeli settlers.

At least 859 Palestinians
have since been killed and over
6,700 injured by Israeli army
fire in the occupied territory, ac-
cording to the Health Ministry.

In July 2024, the Interna-
tional Court of Justice declared
Israel’s decades-long occupa-
tion of Palestinian land illegal
and demanded the evacuation
of all settlements in the West

Bank and East Jerusalem.

Israeli soldier killed
Meanwhile, an Israeli soldier
was killed and four others were
injured in an ‘operational activ-
ity’ in the northern West Bank,
the army said on Monday.

A military statement said
that one of the injured soldiers
was in serious condition.

The army said the casualties
occurred during an ‘operational
activity’ in the Menashe Brigade
zone, without specifying the na-
ture of the activity.
Anadolu Agency

Istanbul, Turkey - As the Gaza
Strip lies in ruins from Israel’s
ongoing military offensive, the
task of rebuilding the Palestinian
enclave will be one of the most
formidable reconstruction ef-
forts in modern history.

Since October 7, 2023, re-
lentless Israeli airstrikes and
bombardments have decimated
Gaza’s infrastructure, leaving its
2.3mn residents facing catas-
trophic suffering and destruc-
tion. Israeli forces have killed or
wounded more than 157,000
Palestinians, most of them
women and children, and re-
duced to rubble thousands of
homes, schools, and hospitals.

Now, following a recently
brokered ceasefire agreement
between Israel and Hamas,
global attention turns toward

the daunting challenge of recon-
structing Gaza.

The agreement’s third phase
prioritises rebuilding Gaza under
the supervision of several coun-
tries and organisations, and ex-
perts caution that the road
ahead is fraught with complex
obstacles - from the logistical
nightmare of debris removal to
the enormous financial burden
of reconstruction.   

Scale of destruction
Covering just 360sqkm (139
square miles), the Gaza Strip
has endured destruction remi-
niscent of the world’s most dev-
astating wartime events, such as
the bombing of Dresden in
World War II or the atomic
bombings of Hiroshima and Na-
gasaki. A damage assessment

from the United Nations Satel-
lite Centre (UNOSAT) in
September reported that two-
thirds of all structures in Gaza
had sustained damage.

“Those 66% of damaged
buildings in the Gaza Strip ac-
count for 163,778 structures in
total. This includes 52,564
structures that have been de-

stroyed, 18,913 severely dam-
aged, 35,591 possibly damaged
structures, and 56,710 moder-
ately affected,” read the report.

The UNOSAT assessment in

September had Gaza gover-
norate as the worst affected re-
gion, with 46,370 structures
impacted, while Gaza City had
36,611 structures damaged, in-
cluding 8,578 totally destroyed.

A previous UN report in April
2024 estimated that around
370,000 housing units had
been damaged by Israeli bom-
bardment, with 79,000 com-
pletely destroyed.

Balakrishnan Rajagopal, the
UN special rapporteur on hous-
ing, has separately said that
more than 60-70% of Gaza’s
housing stock has been obliter-
ated. In northern Gaza, this fig-
ure skyrockets to 82%.

The Norwegian Refugee
Council (NRC)-led Shelter Clus-
ter reports that nine out of ten
homes in Gaza have been dam-
aged or completely destroyed,
alongside critical infrastructure
like hospitals, schools, and water
facilities. UNOSAT, in collabora-
tion with the UN’s Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO),
also found that ‘approximately
68% of the permanent crop
fields in the Gaza Strip exhibited
a significant decline in health
and density in September 2024’.
Anadolu Agency

This file photo shows residents inspecting around the rubble of the building in Rafah, Gaza on December 22, 2023

Istanbul, Turkey - Palestinian re-
sistance group Hamas said on
Monday that the health condi-
tion of freed Palestinian prison-
ers reflected Israel’s ‘barbarity
and fascism’.

“Images of the three female
captives showed that they were
in full physical and psychological
health, in contrast to our prison-
ers whose appearance showed
signs of neglect and exhaus-
tion,” Hamas said in a state-
ment. “This vividly illustrates the
vast difference between the val-
ues and ethics of the resistance
and the barbarity and fascism of
the occupation,” it added.

Footage showed the freed Is-
raeli captives in clean and tidy
clothing and carrying ‘gift bags’,
while signs of abuse and torture
appeared on the faces of Pales-
tinian women released from Is-
raeli prisons.

“We congratulate our people,
our nation, and freedom advo-
cates worldwide on the libera-
tion of the first group of our
prisoners from the (Israeli) oc-
cupation prisons,” Hamas said.

“The joyous scenes of our

people raising victory signs
while welcoming their freed
prisoners reaffirm popular sup-
port for the resistance and un-
derscore its deeply rooted place
in their hearts. 

“The massive turnout of our
people to greet the freed prison-
ers, despite the repressive mea-
sures of the occupation, is a
declaration of defiance and an
expression of their thirst for

freedom and the liberation of
land and holy sites,” it added.

The ceasefire and prisoner
exchange deal took effect on
Sunday, suspending Israel’s
genocidal war on the Gaza Strip.

The 3-phase deal includes a
prisoner exchange and sus-
tained calm, aiming for a perma-
nent truce and the withdrawal of
Israeli forces from Gaza.

Nearly 47,000 Palestinians

have been killed, mostly women
and children, and over 110,700
others injured in Israel’s genoci-
dal war on Gaza, according to
local health authorities.

The Israeli war has left more
than 11,000 people missing,
with widespread destruction
and a humanitarian crisis that
has claimed the lives of many el-
derly people and children.
Anadolu Agency

Hamas accuses Israel of barbarity

Rebuilding Gaza: Enormous costs and complex challenges ahead

The appearance of prisoners showed signs of neglect and exhaustion, Hamas said in a statement

The agreement’s
third phase 
prioritises 
rebuilding Gaza
under the 
supervision of
several countries
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Kolkata, West Bengal - The
Sealdah Civil and Criminal Court
has sentenced life imprisonment
to the accused Sanjay Roy in the
RG Kar rape and murder case on
Monday. Along with this, the
court has also slapped a fine of
Rs 50,000 on him.

During the hearing of the
case, the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) sought ‘capital
punishment’ for the accused.

Explaining the penalties of the
section, the court said to Sanjay
Roy: “I told you the previous day
the charges you were convicted
against and the charges that
have been proven against you.”

When asked about his
charges, Roy claimed that he has
not done anything and is being
‘falsely implicated’.

“I have not done anything,
neither rape nor murder. I am
being falsely implicated. You
have seen everything. I am inno-
cent. I already told you that I
was tortured. They made me
sign whatever they wanted,” he
said.

The lawyer of the accused ar-
gued that even if the case is
‘rarest of rare’, there should be
scope for reformation. He said:
“The court has to show why the
convict is not worth reformation
or rehabilitation... The public
prosecutor has to present evi-
dence and give reasons why the
person is not worth reformation
and should be completely elimi-
nated from society...”

However, the victim’s family

lawyer said: “I want the death
sentence as maximum punish-
ment...” The father of the victim
had demanded harshest punish-
ment to the accused. He said
their fight will continue on the
streets and in the courts.

“On Saturday, the judge said
that the harshest punishment
would be given (to the accused).

We have full faith in the judge.
Our fight will continue in the
courts and streets,” the father of
the deceased doctor told ANI.

Meanwhile, West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Baner-
jee said that her government has
cooperated with the investiga-
tion in the RG Kar rape and mur-
der case and they always

wanted the victim to get justice.
Banerjee said this moment

before Sealdah Civil and Crimi-
nal Court began hearing in the
RG Kar rape and murder case.

“We have cooperated with
the investigation...we had de-
manded justice but judiciary had
to run its course so that’s why it
took this much time but we al-

ways wanted the victim to get
justice,” CM Mamata Banerjee
said.

On Saturday, Sealdah Civil
and Criminal Court pronounced
Sanjay Roy guilty in the rape and
murder case of a trainee doctor.
The court said sections 64,66,
103/1 of BNS have been framed
against the accused.

“There is a complaint against
the accused that he went to RG
Kar Medical College and Hospi-
tal and went to the seminar

room, assaulted and murdered
the lady doctor taking rest
there,” the court said.

The case, which involves the
rape and murder of a trainee
doctor whose body was found
on August 9 in the hospital’s
seminar room, sparked
widespread protests. After the
incident, Sanjay Roy, a civic vol-
unteer at the hospital, was ar-
rested in connection with the
crime.
ANI

INDIA

RG Kar rape, murder case:
Sanjay Roy gets life term

Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala –
S S Greeshma, the accused in
the high-profile Sharon Raj mur-
der case, has been sentenced to
death by the Neyyattinkara Ad-
ditional Sessions Court on Mon-
day. The court gave capital
punishment to the accused who
had poisoned her boyfriend
Sharon Raj, a 23-year-old man,
with pesticide-laced ayurvedic
decoction.

The 3rd accused, Greeshma’s
uncle Nirmalakumaran Nair, has
been sentenced to three years of
rigorous imprisonment.

While pronouncing the quan-
tum of punishment, the court
observed: “The act of inviting
Sharon over under the pretext of
sexual intimacy and subse-
quently committing the crime
cannot be ignored. It is the
State’s responsibility to ensure
punishment for criminal acts.
Evidence such as Sharon record-
ing a video of the suspicious
juice, despite Greeshma asking
him not to record, indicates that
he suspected something was

wrong.”
The court further observed

that Greeshma betrayed the
trust of her boyfriend Sharon,
manipulating him emotionally.
She has no evidence to support
claims of mental pressure from
Sharon, the court said, adding,
‘Greeshma’s defence that
Sharon had physically abused
her also lacks any proof. On the
contrary, Sharon had never
blamed her in any messages or

communications. While Sharon
remained committed to the ac-
cused, she was simultaneously
in contact with her fiancé’.

“It is evident that the crime
was premeditated and carried
out without provocation.
Greeshma’s cunning attempts
to cover up her crime were un-
successful. Her argument of
youthful age cannot be consid-
ered in light of the severity of the
crime. The evidence suggests

that Sharon was unaware of
Greeshma’s plan to murder
him,” the court observed.

Greeshma faced multiple
charges under the Indian Penal
Code (IPC). She has been
booked under sections 302
(Murder), 364 (Abduction with
intent to commit murder), 328
(Administering poison with in-
tent to harm life), and 203 (Ob-
struction of justice by providing
false information) of the IPC.

New Delhi - Defence Secretary
Rajesh Kumar Singh on Monday
clarified that the indigenously
designed and developed Ad-
vanced Light Helicopters (ALH)
will not be participating in this
year’s Republic Day flypast.

“The ALH will not be partici-
pating in the parade but a variety
of other 39 aircraft will be taking
part and 12 different formations
will be displayed,” Singh told in
a press conference here.

After a crash of an ALH be-
longing to the Coast Guard in
Gujarat’s Porbandar on January
5, the armed forces grounded
the entire fleet of the twin-en-
gine choppers. The fleet con-
tains around 330 ALH choppers.
Three Coast Guard personnel
lost their lives in the crash.

The defence secretary said
that more and more wider par-
ticipation of society and culture
would be brought in this year’s

Republic Day parade. “The mili-
tary and martial character of the
parade is being maintained but
wider and wider participation of
society and culture would be
brought in,” he said.

Meanwhile, MI-17 V-5 chop-
pers, All Terrain Vehicles of dif-
ferent types, Pinaka multi-barrel
rocket launcher systems and
Apacheattack helicopters took
part in the rehearsals for the Re-
public Day parade on Monday at
Kartavya Path.

In view of the enhanced secu-
rity arrangements ahead of Re-
public Day on January 26, the
security checks for passengers
have been further intensified by
CISF across the Metro stations
till January 27.

Meanwhile, in line with the
objective to increase ‘Jan Bhagi-
dari’ in events of national impor-
tance, approximately 10,000
special guests have been invited

to witness the 76th Republic
Day Parade at Kartavya Path.
These architects of ‘Swarnim
Bharat’, with diverse back-
grounds, include best perform-
ers in various fields and those
who have made best use of the
schemes of the government.

Sarpanches, whose villages
have achieved targets in se-
lected government initiatives
have been invited. A national-
level competition was an-
nounced by Department of
Administrative Reforms & Pub-
lic Grievances among panchay-
ats. Panchayats which have
achieved targets in at least six
flagship schemes were selected
as special guests.

PM-JANMAN mission par-
ticipants, Tribal artisans/Van
Dhan Vikas Yojna members,
ASHA workers, MyBharat vol-
unteers have also been invited.
ANI

Girlfriend sentenced to death in
Sharon Raj murder case in Kerala

Sanjay Roy, a civic volunteer at RG Kar Medical College and Hospital, was the accused in the crime

The case dates back
to October 14,
2022, when
Greeshma 
allegedly poisoned
her boyfriend, by 
mixing poison in
herbal medicine at
her residence.
Sharon passed
away 11 days later 

‘Daredevils’ in action at Kartavya Path in New Delhi on Monday (ANI)

Daredevils set
new world record
for highest
human pyramid
New Delhi - The Motorcycle
Rider Display Team ‘Daredev-
ils’ of the Indian Army,
achieved an extraordinary feat
on Monday at Kartavya Path,
New Delhi, by creating a
World Record for the highest
human pyramid on moving
motorcycles.

The formation, measuring
an impressive 20.4 feet and
comprising 40 men on 7 mo-
torcycles, covered a distance of
two kilometres on Kartvya Path
from Vijay Chowk to India gate.

The Motorcycle Rider Dis-
play Team, known as the
‘Daredevils’ is from the Corps
of Signals, which has a long his-
tory of accolades, and earned
international acclaim for its
outstanding performances.

With this latest achieve-
ment, the team now boasts an
incredible 33 World Records,
including entries in the Guin-
ness Book of World Records,
Asia Book of Records, and
Limca Book of Records.

The Daredevils were flagged
in at India Chowk by the Signals
Fraternity, including the Head
of the Arm of the Corps of Sig-
nals, Lieutenant General K V
Kumar, amidst cheers and mo-
tivation to boost morale for the
contingent and to celebrate
their tremendous feat. Since its
inception in 1935, the Daredev-
ils have conducted over 1,600
motorcycle displays across
India, captivating audiences
during prestigious events.
ANI

New Delhi - External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar will rep-
resent Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi as his Special Envoy
at the inaugural function of
President Donald Trump in
Washington, D.C. 

The External Affairs Minis-
ter is carrying a letter from the
Prime Minister for President
Trump, sources said. 

They said that the general

practice has been to send Spe-
cial Envoys of the Prime Minis-
ter to attend the swearing-in
ceremony of Heads of State
and Government.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh attended the swearing-in
ceremony of the President of
Nigeria in May 2023 and the
then Minister of Earth Sciences
Kiren Rijiju attended the
swearing-in ceremony of the

President of Maldives in
November 2023.

Road Transport and High-
ways Minister Nitin Gadkari at-
tended the swearing-in
ceremony of the new President
of Iran in July 2024.

Minister of State for Exter-
nal Minister Pabitra
Margherita attended the
swearing in ceremony of the
President of Indonesia and of

the President of Mexico in Oc-
tober last year. The then Min-
ister for External Affairs Raj
Kumar Ranjan Singh had at-
tended the swearing in cere-
mony of the President of the
Phillippines in June 2022.

The stage is set for a grand
ceremony leading up to the US
President-elect’s swearing-in
on Monday.
ANI

Jaishankar to attend Trump's inauguration

Republic Day parade: ALH 
not participating this year

Rehearsal, ahead of the Republic Day parade, was in full swing at Kartavya Path in New Delhi on Monday (ANI)

The father of the
victim had 
demanded harshest
punishment 
to the accused. 
He said their fight
will continue 
on the streets and
in the courts



LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 and

only one instance of each number

You have three minutes to find
all the words contained in this
word. 

Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don’t count

WORD BUILDER

DO YOU SUDOKU?BOGGLER
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Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by
linking adjacent letters - to the left,
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal
to each other. The Boggles Classic
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words
are valued at one point for each
letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one
point, a four letter word is  worth
two points, and so on. Valid words
must be at least three letters long. 

SOLUTION
20-25 words: Excellent, 
15-20 words: Very good, 
10-15 words: Good, 
5-10 words: Average
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GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21
Finding a new way to organize your stuff is easy today. You have

all the creativity you need to see things in a new way, and you

have the time to figure out a better way to put things together. If

things at work or school have been confusing lately, you can

figure out how to make them make sense again. You're coming

out of the clouds, and while it might have taken longer than you

wished, it is happening.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20
For the next month or two, you'll become more deeply
involved with a group of people you've been seeing a lot of
lately. These individuals will become increasingly dear to
you and you to them. The chances are good you'll share
either a spiritual, artistic, or musical connection. The
chances are even better that one of them will appeal to you
for a lot more than platonic reasons.

TEST YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22
Your eyes might have good vision right now, but what about your

heart? Take some time to think about what you really want

emotionally in your love life, career, and personal development. Are

you neglecting two of these areas in favor of the third? Balance is

necessary in order to be contented, so it's wise to perform an internal

audit every once in a while. The Universe is waiting for you to tell it

what you want for yourself so it can help put you on that path.

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22
If you're worried about a friend, your concern might be

unwarranted. Don't act on your feelings just yet. You can't

get involved with something you're unsure of, especially

when it involves people you care about. Just hang back and

keep an eye out for new developments. Your compassion

might be well intentioned, but it could be interpreted as

meddling or even annoying.

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22
Taking all the credit for something you did all by yourself
isn't bragging; it's justified! You can't be humble just
because you're afraid that by accepting praise you'll be
making it too obvious that someone who should have
helped you didn't. How other people react to your growing
positive publicity is their issue. It's nothing you should take
responsibility for. If they have a hang-up.

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22
Someone could give you an awful lot of attention today, but

you might not be comfortable with it. If so, your best tactic is

to try to ignore them. You can't try to fake it, but there is also

no need to hurt their feelings or embarrass them with

overcomplicated apologies. Instead, just carry on with normal

relations and sooner or later they'll get the picture that you

aren't interested.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21
You deserve to indulge in a bit of silly distraction. You've been

itching for some fun shenanigans for a while but haven't had

the time or opportunity until today. Let your mischievous side

come out to play for a little while, and you'll soon be able to

cook up some interesting capers. As long as you're not hurting

anyone's feelings, you have a green light for practical jokes

and even a little teasing. Try to get others in on the fun.

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER 21
If you're going to be working with contracts or other types
of legal documents today, make sure you have the time you
need to concentrate on them. You'll need to read all the
fine print very carefully, because there could be an
unpleasant surprise waiting there for you. It's not a huge
problem, but it is something that could cause a bigger time
drain than you can handle now.

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18
You've been thinking about making a change for a while now.

You haven't mentioned it to anyone, but you've been mulling it

over and doing a bit of investigating in private. It may soon be

time to tell the world about what you're planning, especially if

you've already decided to make a major move. If your

announcement leaves your dear ones speechless, keep in mind

that while you've grown used to the idea.

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
You're certainly aware of the power of words, but you're
about to receive a crash course on just how powerful they
can really be. For the moment, you'll begin to realize just
how important each and every word you utter really is to
one person in particular. Take this very seriously. And if
you're not interested in them, don't pretend you are, not
even if you think it might be fun to flirt a little.

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20
Like most people, you still have some unresolved feelings about

a person from your past. But unlike most people, you're ready

to look at these issues squarely. They've been holding you back

and you know it. This is a big and healthy step for you to be

taking, so if you need more time, take it. Let friends know that

you're working through some stuff so they won't worry if you

start to pull back from the social scene.

ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19
Your greatest strength is usually your independent spirit,
but today the greatest strength lies in numbers. Try not to
go it alone. Get your friends or coworkers to help you and
you'll feel back in control in no time. Things could start
happening more quickly than you'd planned, so having a
team will help you feel more confident about how the day
will go. You'll end up being the MVP of any team you're on.

YOUR DAILY HOROSCOPE

01. A species of elk is named
after which of these US presi-
dents?
A. John Kennedy
B. Theodore Roosevelt
C. Jimmy Carter
D. Abraham Lincoln

02. Tableland, large flat ele-
vated areas sitting above cliffs,
is sometimes called what?
A. Flatlands
B. Plains
C. Mesa
D. Plateau

03. Who does the character
Sancho Panza accompany?
A. Don Quixote
B. The Lone Ranger
C. Calamity Jane
D. James Bond

ACROSS
1) Major airline
6) Major broadcaster
9) An encouraging word
14) Type of manual
I5 ) Fond du_, Wisc.
16) Downy duck
17) Supernatural life forces
18) Opposite of hence
19) Cathedral topper
20) Method of pairing off
for safety
23) Lennon's wife
24) " ..._ he drove out of
sight"
25) Locks
27) Make a connection
with
32) Splashy party
33) Make public
34) Impressionist's spe-
cialty
36) Easy wins
39) It's in the eye of the
beholder
41) "When I Need You"
singer Leo
43) Ballpoint pen inventor
44) Swarms, as with life
46) ''I'll_ a good word for
you"
48) Baby's first word,
maybe
49) Musician's jotting

51) Gag order?
53) Chess sequence
56) Female on the farm
57) They are not positive
58) Person on a political
ticket
64) Dislike, and then
some
66) Elephant's weight,
maybe
67) Hearing-based
68) "Crazy" singer Patsy
69) Boundary
70) Cable cars on high
71) Used a keyboard
72) "Winnie-the-Pooh"
baby
73) Lauder of cosmetics

DOWN
1) Asinine
2) Biblical birthright seller
3) Advance
4) Business person
5) Nineveh was its capital
6) Kind of court
7) Grocery store staples
8) Patton portrayer
9) Sully
I0 ) Tear violently
11) "Goodbye, friend"
12) "From the Earth to the
Moon" author
Jules
13) Cookies nearly 2

inches in diameter
21) Oozes
22) .000000 I joule
26) Messy dresser
27) Angler's supply
28) Leprechaun's land
29) Amity
30) It's a tide
31) Become free of mois-
ture
35) Abominable snowman
37) Figurehead's place
38) Sometime today
40) L.A. or Houston prob-
lem
42) Become ready to pick
45) Asterisked
47) Notorious London
prison
50) Australian bird
52) Takes exception to
53) Legislate
54) In a high-minded way
55) "Come in!"
59) Off-limits thing
60)_-European
61) "I smell_!" ("Some-
thing's fishy
here!")
62) Not wild at all
63) "Will there be any-
thing_?"
65) "_ moment, please"

DAILY CROSSWORD
NOTE PAD

Answers:1. B  2. C  3. A
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Ipswich, England - Manchester
City's Phil Foden scored twice
and created another goal in an
outstanding first-half display as
they hammered Ipswich Town 6-
0 at Portman Road on Sunday to
roar back into the Premier
League's top four.

The comprehensive win
moved City to 38 points and into
fourth position on goal difference
ahead of Newcastle United, but
they are still 12 points behind
leaders Liverpool, who have a
game in hand, and six behind Ar-
senal and Nottingham Forest.

Ipswich, who remain 18th on
16 points, had a couple of good
early chances but City shook off
the shackles of recent poor per-
formances with a superb display
of attacking football, and once
they got the first goal, there was
no way back for their hosts.

It came in the 27th minute as
Jeremy Doku combined with
Kevin De Bruyne, and he in turn
worked the ball on for Foden to
take a touch before drilling it
home to break the deadlock.

That trio tormented the Ip-
swich defence as Mateo Kovacic
doubled the lead three minutes
later. Doku was again involved
down the left, feeding the ball for
Foden to set up Kovacic, and the
Croat needed no second invita-
tion to fire into the net from the
edge of the box.

City continued to attack down
the left and their perseverance
paid off in the 42nd minute as

Foden added his second, his shot
squirming under the body of Ip-
swich keeper Christian Walton
and across the line.

There was no let-up after the
break as Doku scored four min-
utes into the second half before
setting up Erling Haaland, who
signed a lucrative 10-year con-
tract in midweek, to make it 5-0.

Substitute James McAtee

completed the rout in the 69th
minute with a looping header,
much to the delight of coach Pep
Guardiola, whose side look to be
back to something resembling
their best.

Foden was left in no doubt as
to how well his side had played in
brushing aside Ipswich.

"Probably the best this season,
in terms of all-round play. Keep-

ing possession at important times
and we defended well. One of our
best performances this year," he
told Sky Sports. "We are building
momentum, keeping players fit is
important. I put it down to people
being in better shape and the

team is bonding better."
City may be back, but Foden is

not making any wild predictions
about reining in Liverpool.

"You never know what can
happen. The aim is to stay in the
top four," he said.

Man City
back in top
four after
thrashing
Ipswich

Phil Foden and Mateo Kovacic were both on target for  Manchester City

in their big win against Ipswich Town on Sunday 

Ipswich, England - Manch-
ester City coach Pep Guardi-
ola said his side were back to
their old selves following a 6-
0 demolition of Ipswich Town
on Sunday that moved them
into the Premier League top
four.

City put their struggles over
the last two months behind
them as Phil Foden scored
twice and set up another goal
and Erling Haaland also got on
the scoresheet in a much-
needed win that moved them
up to fourth on 38 points.

"We are really pleased, we
are back to doing things that
define this team for the last 10
years. Really pleased for the
three points and to climb into
qualification for the Champi-
ons League for next season," a
beaming Guardiola told Sky
Sports.

After some less-than-con-
vincing efforts either side of
Christmas, City finally found
their groove against Ipswich,
and the Spanish coach was
impressed with how his side
played.

"Much better, maybe
not our best, but
closer with the con-
sistency we have
in our game ... ev-
eryone with the
ball was clever,
q u i c k e r ,
faster, every-
one is re-
lated. You
cannot be
quick, wise
and good if

you are not connected defen-
sively," Guardiola said.

For Ipswich, who remain in
18th place in the table on 16
points, the drubbing was a
valuable footballing lesson.

"We didn't execute our
gameplan how we wanted
to. You can never write them
off. It was always going to be
tough, and we wanted to
give a good account of our-
selves - we probably didn’t
do that," defender Dara
O'Shea said.

"We need to regroup, look
back on our mistakes and go
again. The main thing is to
learn from it, and we cannot
get too down on it. There is
massive belief in this group
and the club."

Liverpool, England - Under-pres-
sure manager Ange Postecoglou
remained confident that he can
turn around Tottenham Hot-
spur's season despite a 3-2 loss
at struggling Everton on Sunday.

Postecoglou's injury-hit side
crumbled in the first half conced-
ing three goals, and a late rally
failed to salvage what would have
been a flattering point.

It was Tottenham's 12th defeat
in the Premier League this sea-
son, only the sixth time Spurs
have lost as many as 12 games
from their first 22 matches and
the first since 1997-98.

With Tottenham down in 15th
place and closer to the relegation
zone than the top half, Australian
Postecoglou appears to be on in-
creasingly thin ice with the club

reportedly linked to several pos-
sible replacements.

He again lamented injuries
after defeat at Everton, saying he
only had 11 fit players to start the
game after suffering another
blow in the build-up with striker
Dominic Solanke ruled out with
an injury picked up in training.

Asked whether his faith in his
team was wavering, the 59-year-
old said: "No it doesn't. If you look
at the situation we're in, it will
eventually dissipate. I certainly
hope and believe it will.

"We'll give ourselves the op-
portunity to get consistency in
performance and results. I cer-
tainly haven't lost belief or deter-
mination to turn it around and the
players showed in the second half
that they haven't either."

I haven’t lost belief, says Postecoglou 

‘We are back to
doing things that
define this team’

Liverpool, England - Everton
coach David Moyes labelled Do-
minic Calvert-Lewin a "proper
number nine" after the England
striker inspired his side to a vital
3-2 Premier League victory over
Tottenham Hotspur on Sunday.

In front of England manager
Thomas Tuchel watching on
from the Goodison Park stands,
Calvert-Lewin ran sorry Spurs
ragged all afternoon, scoring the
opener, his first in 17 matches in
all competitions.

The strike moved the 27-year-
old to third in Everton's Premier
League all-time top goalscorers
list, behind Romelu Lukaku and
Duncan Ferguson, finding form at
the right time as Moyes, starting
his second spell in charge of the
Merseyside club, attempts to
stave off relegation.

"If we use Dominic as an ex-

ample, I think he had three
chances in midweek," Moyes
said. "Today he had the same,
got his goal and could have had
more. If a striker is getting his
chances then it is a good thing.
The goal will give him great con-
fidence.

"People keep telling me he has
not been getting many chances.

Well, he has had his chances in
the last two games, he has his
goal.

"The biggest thing today is he
played like a proper number nine
at times today. He made the cen-
tre halves worried, he was a
threat, he was challenging, win-
ning a good percentage of his
aerial duels. He got involved in
everything, a lot of really good
things today."

The victory almost turned
sour in the second half, as two
late Spurs goals threatened to
deny Moyes his first win since re-
turning to Goodison, but they-
held out for a vital three points.

"The whole team looked a dif-
ferent outfit today," Moyes
added. "We played really well,
passed it around very well. We
gave it away a lot, which we need
to eradicate.”Dominic Calvert-Lewin 

Manchester, England  - Manch-
ester United manager Ruben
Amorim labelled his side possi-
bly the worst in the club's history
after a 10th Premier League de-
feat of the season at home by
Brighton & Hove Albion on Sun-
day.

United's 3-1 defeat leaves
them in 13th place in the stand-
ings and on course for their
lowest finish in the Premier
League.

Brighton cruised to victory
and United have now managed
11 points from a possible 33 since
Amorim joined from Sporting in
November. It is the first time
since 1989-90 that they have
lost 10 of their first 22 games of
the league season.

"Imagine what this is (like) for
a fan of Manchester United.
Imagine what this is (like) for
me," Amorim told Sky Sports.

"We are getting a new coach
that is losing more than the last
coach (Erik ten Hag). I have full
knowledge of that.

"(But) I am not going to
change, no matter what. I know
we can succeed, but we need to
survive this moment. Because
I'm not naive and I know that we
need to survive now.

"We are being the worst
team, maybe, in the history of
Manchester United. I know that
you want headlines, but I'm say-
ing that because we have to ac-
knowledge that and to change
that. Here you go, your head-
lines."

The 20-times English champi-
ons are as close to the relegation
zone as the top eight with 26
points from 22 games. Their
worst finish in the Premier
League era was last season when
they ended in eighth.

Ruben Amorim

Ange Postecoglou

‘We are the worst
team in the history
of Man United’ 
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Return to normalcy 

Probably the best this season, in
terms of all-round play. Keeping 
possession at important times and
we defended well. One of our best 
performances this year.
PHIL FODEN 

Pep Guardiola

The whole team
looked a different
outfit today. We
played well, passed
it around well. We
gave it away a lot,
which we need to
eradicate.
DAVID MOYES 

Calvert-Lewin ‘played like a proper number nine’ 
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Madrid, Spain - Kylian Mbappe
was in inspired form, scoring
twice to guide Real Madrid to a
comeback 4-1 win over visitors
Las Palmas on Sunday that lifted
the champions to the top of the
LaLiga standings.

Real leapfrogged Atletico
Madrid, who were stunned 1-0 at
lowly Leganes on Saturday, to sit
top on 46 points, two ahead of
their local rivals in second, with

third-placed Barcelona trailing by
seven points after they were held
to a 1-1 draw by Getafe.

Carlo Ancelotti’s side were
shocked as Las Palmas took the
lead 25 seconds after kickoff
when Fabio Silva stroked home a
Sandro cross from close range,
but Real piled on the pressure
and Mbappe equalised from the
penalty spot in the 18th minute,
after Rodrygo was fouled inside
the box.

Missing Vinicius Jr for the first

of two league games due to sus-
pension after his red card against
Valencia, Mbappe took the re-
sponsibility of providing Real’s at-
tacking impetus, playing one of
his best all-round games since ar-
riving in the Spanish capital from
Paris St Germain last year.

Mbappe was seemingly ev-
erywhere on the pitch and linked
well with Jude Bellingham and
Rodrygo, forcing Las Palmas
goalkeeper Jasper Cillessen to
work hard to keep Real at bay.

Mbappe ran past three de-
fenders and fired a bullet shot
from the edge of the box that Cil-
lessen brilliantly kept out, but
Lucas Vazquez brought down the
rebound and put it on a plate for
Brahim Diaz to tap into the empty
net for Real’s second goal in the
33rd minute.

Mbappe extended their ad-
vantage three minutes later with
a fine first-time effort into the top
corner from a cross by Rodrygo,
who scored the fourth on a quick
counter-attack in the 57th
minute.

Las Palmas were reduced to
10 men when substitute Benito
Ramirez received a straight red
card for a studs-up tackle on
Lucas Vazquez in the 64th
minute. Despite Real taking their
foot off the gas, they still had
three efforts by Mbappe, Belling-
ham and Federico Valverde ruled
out by the VAR for offsides in the
build up.

“It was an important win for us
because we took advantage of
what happened to Atletico and
Barcelona on Saturday, we
wanted to win and we won,”
Mbappe said. “To concede an
early goal is difficult but the
team’s reaction was brilliant.”

Milan, Italy - Inter Milan beat
Empoli 3-1 at home on Sunday to
keep pace with Napoli at the top
of the Serie A table.

Lautaro Martinez opened the
scoring with a curling shot after
55 minutes, Denzel Dumfries
added a second with a powerful
header from a corner in the 79th,
and Marcus Thuram sealed the
win 10 minutes later after Empoli
had reduced the deficit.

Inter are second in the table
with 47 points, three behind
leaders Napoli but with a game
in hand. Empoli are 14th with 20
points.

The hosts controlled the first
half, carving out several opportu-
nities to break the deadlock, but
their lack of precision in their fin-
ishing kept the game goalless at
the break.

Martinez sparked early ex-

citement for Inter with a bicycle
kick from a free kick, but Empoli
keeper Devis Vasquez reacted
brilliantly to save his effort.

Martinez went close to

putting Inter ahead five minutes
before halftime, when a bounc-
ing ball slipped past the Empoli
defence, but his half-volley from
close range clipped the post.

Inter’s Argentine captain got
his goal after 55 minutes, receiv-
ing a pass outside the box before
unleashing a precise curling shot
that grazed the fingertips of
Vasquez, at full stretch, as it
went into the net. Dumfries dou-
bled the lead with a powerful
header from a corner that
bounced into the ground and up
into the top corner.

Inter, who had assistant Mas-
similiano Farris in the dugout
with coach Simone Inzaghi
banned from the touchline after
accumulating yellow cards, took
their foot off the pedal after
Dumfries’ goal.

Empoli briefly threatened a
comeback when Sebastiano Es-
posito, on loan from Inter, pulled
one back in the 84th minute,
controlling a cross and finishing
from close range.

Inter Milan’s Denzel Dumfries scores against Empoli on Sunday

Como, Italy - Former Totten-
ham Hotspur and Everton mid-
fielder Dele Alli has signed an
18-month deal with promoted
Serie A side Como, with an op-
tion to extend for an additional
year, the Italian club said.

The 28-year-old former
England international has 194
Premier League appearances,
having scored 51 goals and 34
assists. He joined Everton in
January 2022 after eight years
at Spurs but only managed 13
outings due to recurrent in-
juries. Alli last played for the
Merseysiders in August 2022
as his injury issues continued.
He was also loaned out to
Turkish side Besiktas for a sea-
son after which he focused on
recovery.

“The club believes in Dele’s
potential and is committed to
helping him rediscover his best

form. His experience and lead-
ership qualities will undoubt-
edly benefit the squad,” Como
manager Cesc Fabregas said in
a statement.

“The club recognises his ex-
ceptional talent and is excited
to bring him into the team. The
focus will be on providing Dele
with a supportive environment
where he can gradually inte-
grate into the squad.”

Dele Alli 

Real Madrid’s Kylian Mbappe celebrates his goal against Las Palmas on Sunday

‘Mbappe
is the best
centre 
forward
in world’
Madrid, Spain - Real
Madrid manager Carlo An-
celotti was delighted with
Kylian Mbappe’s perfor-
mance as the Frenchman
scored twice in a 4-1 win
over visitors Las Palmas on
Sunday that lifted the de-
fending champions to the
top of the LaLiga standings.

The Italian coach said
that he was never in doubt
that the 26-year-old for-
ward was going to find his
form despite a slow start in
the Spanish capital after ar-
riving from Paris St Ger-
main, playing in a more
centralised role up front.

“(Mbappe is) the best
centre forward in the world,
there should be no doubts
as to whether he could play
in that position,” Ancelotti
said on Sunday. “He is a
great striker who is very
good playing in the centre,
rather than on the wing, be-
cause that way he can
make the most of his
unique runs, with speed and
technique.”

Following a tough week
in which they were booed
by home fans after a 5-2
loss to Barcelona in the
Spanish Super Cup and an
extra-time 5-2 win over
Celta Vigo in Copa del Rey,
Real conceded 25 seconds
after kick-off against Las
Palmas. However, guided
by an inspired Mbappe,
they managed to fight back.

“In times of difficulty, it is
necessary to be self-critical
and positive in order to
move forward,” Ancelotti
said. “There is criticism and
criticism. The booing at the
Santiago Bernabeu hurt, be-
cause the fans are not
happy, but it motivates. It
was an useful wake-up call
for the team, who have put
in a good performance.

“Football is like that, but
I’m still a bit confused be-
cause I’ve heard that we
play very bad football but
here we are, LaLiga lead-
ers.”

Carlo Ancelotti 

Inter beat Empoli to keep pace with Napoli

Istanbul, Turkey - New Besiktas
manager Ole Gunnar Solskjaer
said Sunday he took the Turkish
Super Lig club’s job offer because
it reminded him of his last man-
agerial stint at Manchester
United.

The 51-year-old Norwegian
has agreed to a deal until the end
of next season, with an option to
extend for another year. It is his
first managerial role since being
sacked by United in 2021.

Solskjaer took over as Manch-
ester United’s caretaker manager
in December 2018, with the team
sixth in the standings, replacing
Jose Mourinho (now Fenerbahce
manager) for the remainder of
the season.

The Norwegian earned a
three-year deal after a run of 10
wins out of 13 league games. He
guided United to third and sec-
ond-place Premier League fin-
ishes and a Europa League final.

However, a poor run of form
led to his departure in November
2021 with United in seventh
place in the league standings.
“I’ve been outside football for a
little while, as a boss,” Solskjaer
told reporters.

“But I’ve been working in
UEFA and I’ve been following
football as well as this club... This
project seems a little bit like
Manchester United for me. We
were sixth, then we become third
and then second. And this is step

by step.
“And of course we’re here to

win, so hopefully we can make it
faster. But we have to be realistic.
And yes, I had many offers, but as
I said before, it had to be the right
offer worth me moving away

from my perfect life.”
Besiktas, who have won the

Turkish Super Lig title 16 times,
are currently sixth in the stand-
ings. They have been without a
permanent head coach since
Giovanni van Bronckhorst left in
November.

“You need to feel that heart-
beat racing again, because (you
ask) ‘do you have the energy?’
and the project that the President
and the board have been talking
to me about it was the right thing
I needed now,” he added.

“I’ve been following United
(since I left) and it’s difficult when
it goes down. You need to just
turn the boat and hopefully we
can turn the boat quickly here.”

Solskjaer praised the club’s
young talent like Semih Kilicsoy
(19-years-old) and Mustafa
Hekimoglu (17). “A little bit unfair
to compare with Erling Haaland,”
he added.

‘Besiktas project seems a little bit like Man United’

Mbappe hits
brace as Real
thrash Las
Palmas to
lead LaLiga
standings 

TOP GUN FIRES AGAIN 

The focus will be
on providing Dele
with a supportive
environment
where he can 
integrate into 
the squad
CESC FABREGAS 

Former Spurs star
Alli signs with
Serie A side Como

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer

It was an important win for us 
because we took advantage of 
what happened to Atletico and
Barcelona on Saturday, we 
wanted to win and we won
KYLIAN MBAPPE  
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SITUATION WANTED

Senior accountant- MBA-Finance,

Indian male, over 11 of years expe-

rience (9 years in Oman). NOC &

D/L available. Contact :78109909

Email:shinsjohn@gmail.com

Assistant Finance Manager/Senior

Accountant ACCA, CA Inter, MS

Finance. 12 years of Gulf experi-

ence. Ready to join immediately.

NOC & D/L available. 

Mob: 77258382

Indian male (MBA Fin) having

more than 19 years of experience

in Oman in Accounts & Finance,

looking for suitable placement.

NOC available and can join imme-

diately. Contact 92076716

Accountant (M.com) with over 25

years of experience (Indian) is

looking for Accounting Job, previ-

ously worked as Chief Accountant,

Accounts Manager and Finance

Manager. Expert in budgeting,

cash flow projection, auditing, fea-

sibility study and financial report-

ing. Team leader, having

composure to handle tough situa-

tions. Mob: 78792408  

Email: ravisankar45@gmail.com






 





 



Worked in Oman, UAE and Qatar 

German National (Male, 31),

multi-talented and fast learner,

with technical background is look-

ing for any suitable position to im-

prove his intermediate English. Six

years experience at ALDI, one of

the largest supermarket chains in

Germany as Replenishment Dis-

patcher for around 120 branches.

Available in Muscat till Jan 30 with

one year multiple-entry visa to

Oman. Contact Number:

96756864

Melbourne, Australia - Jannik
Sinner battled through illness
and reached the quarterfinals of
the Australian Open on Monday
but the physical demands of
Grand Slam tennis proved too
much for French veteran Gael
Monfils and American teenager
Learner Tien.

Iga Swiatek was in excellent
shape as she continued her bid
for a maiden title at Melbourne
Park and sixth major by downing
lucky loser Eva Lys 6-0 6-1, but
Elena Rybakina could not shake
off a back problem and fell 6-3 1-
6 6-3 to Madison Keys.

Monfils, 38, was forced to re-
tire with his own back issue while

trailing American young gun Ben
Shelton 7-6(3) 6-7(3) 7-6(2) 1-
0, ending an inspired run at the
year’s first Grand Slam after his
Auckland triumph.

The stifling heat did not help
defending champion Sinner
when he started struggling phys-
ically in the second set of his

fourth-round clash with Dane
Holger Rune on a steamy after-
noon at Rod Laver Arena.

The top seed did not want to
go into detail on what was ailing
him but admitted to having dizzy
spells before a lengthy medical
timeout in the third set that
proved a turning point in his 6-3
3-6 6-3 6-2 victory.

“I wasn’t feeling really well,”
said 23-year-old Sinner, who
equalled the Italian record set by
Nicky Pietrangeli by reaching his
10th Grand Slam quarter-final.

“I think we saw that today, I
was struggling physically. Came
here as late as possible. I knew
that it was going to be very, very
difficult today.”

Sinner will next face local
hopeful Alex de Minaur who de-
feated American Alex
Michelsen.

Unseeded Lorenzo Sonego
made it two Italians in the quar-
terfinals when he defeated hob-
bling 19-year-old American
qualifier Tien 6-3 6-2 3-6 6-1.

Keys will next play a familiar
foe in Elina Svitolina, who
brought a “little light” to war-torn
Ukraine by beating Russian
Veronika Kudermetova 6-4 6-1
in the opening singles match.

The 30-year-old Ukrainian
was 4-1 down in the first set but
rallied for a comfortable victory
before writing the message “the
Spirit of Ukraine” on the camera
before she left the court.

“I was extremely motivated to
win today, so that people in
Ukraine wake up to good news,”
said Svitolina, who moved to 7-0
against Russian players since the
2022 invasion of her homeland.

Melbourne, Australia - The Aus-
tralian Open quarter-finals begin
on Tuesday and fans are ex-
pected to pack Rod Laver Arena
when 10-times champion Novak
Djokovic meets Carlos Alcaraz,
who is bidding to complete a ca-
reer Grand Slam.

Women’s top seeds Coco
Gauff and defending champion
Aryna Sabalenka are also in ac-
tion while men’s second seed
Alexander Zverev completes the
lineup at the famous stadium.

When Djokovic was listed as
the seventh seed at Melbourne
Park this year, he was on a colli-
sion course with Alcaraz when
the draw was made and the
mouth-watering clash will come
to pass as they meet for the
eighth time, with the Serbian
leading 4-3.

Alcaraz triumphed in straight
sets in the Wimbledon final last
year but Djokovic took revenge
less than a month later when he
claimed the Olympic gold medal

on the Spaniard’s favourite sur-
face at Roland Garros.

“This is not the right player to
play in a quarter-final, I guess,” a
Alcaraz said after match against
Jack Draper. “He almost broke
every record in tennis. I’m trying
not to think about that when I’m
in the match. I’m just trying (to
think) that I’m able to beat him.

Djokovic’s aura of invincibility
at the Australian Open has seen
cracks with the 37-year-old drop-
ping two sets in the early rounds

while Alcaraz has come through
largely unscathed in shorter
matches, dropping just one set.

For Djokovic, Alcaraz is a
younger version of his long-time
Spanish rival Rafa Nadal, who he
beat in the marathon 2012 final
lasting five hours and 53 minutes
- the longest on record at the
Melbourne slam.

“(He) reminds me of my
match-ups versus Nadal in terms
of the intensity and the energy on
the court,” Djokovic said.Novak Djokovic 

Melbourne, Australia - Veteran
Gael Monfils has rolled back the
years in recent weeks with a
string of incredible perfor-
mances, but the Frenchman said
he had exceeded his limit after
retiring hurt from his fourth-
round Australian Open match
against Ben Shelton on Monday.

Monfils, 38, became the old-
est ATP title-winner ever with his
victory in the Auckland Classic,
before dumping fourth seed Tay-
lor Fritz out of the Australian
Open last week.

However, his matches at Mel-
bourne Park have been far from
straightforward, with a total of
over 12 hours spent on court and
his first-round meeting with Gio-
vanni Mpetshi Perricard lasting
five sets.

“At the end of the day, it’s
been a very long tour for me,
playing a lot of matches, spend-
ing a lot of hours,” Monfils told
reporters after retiring while
trailing 7-6(3) 6-7(3) 7-6(2) 1-0.

“Of course, some days are
tougher. Today was one where I
think I was already very close to
the limit, and I think I passed it,
unfortunately...

“When you win, win, win, win,
oh, to lose is not easy. I had a
great week in Auckland. I won
Auckland. I was running to take
the flight. The next morning I was
in practice already. Then practice
again. Then play four hours al-

most against Giovanni.”
Monfils embraced Shelton at

the net after making the decision
to retire and was given a stand-
ing ovation by the crowd at the
Margaret Court Arena, which
was conducted by the 22-year-
old American.

“I love Ben. I love him. This kid
is amazing. He’s full of energy.
He’s a great guy, great kid. Of
course, it’s always too bad to
play someone that you love, but
we put the fighting spirit,” Mon-
fils said.

“That’s why I still want to
make it tough for him, but at the
end, of course, now I’m rooting
for him. He’s a guy that I really
appreciate spending time with
him, talking with him, sharing
anything. We laugh. He’s just an
amazing kid.”

Monfils was cheered on dur-
ing the match by wife and
Ukrainian 28th seed Elina Svi-
tolina, who defeated Veronika
Kudermetova 6-4 6-1 in the
women’s singles earlier on Mon-
day.

The Frenchman said Svitolina
was likely more stressed than he
was, adding: “It’s more stressful
because you’re not in control,
you want to help, and you can
just help with talking, but it’s dif-
ferent.

“Because when you play your-
self, you really want to help
sometimes.”

Alcaraz clash ‘reminds me of my match-ups versus Nadal’  

Sinner battles
illness to reach
Australian
Open quarters

I was already
close to the limit,
says Monfils 

Gael Monfils (L) with Ben Shelton after the match 

CLASSIFIEDS 

INNER STRENGTH
SHINES THROUGH

Jannik Sinner serves to Holger Rune during their round of 16 match on Monday

I wasn’t feeling really well. I think
we saw that today, I was struggling
physically. Came here as late as pos-
sible. I knew that it was going to be
very, very difficult today.
JANNIK SINNER



A
heart valve made from animal tissue
gets delivered through a catheter
from a patient’s groin to their heart,
replacing the patient’s own faulty
valve. A class of drugs designed to
reduce diabetes is found to reduce

cardiac failure as well. A medication that mimics a
hormone instructs the body to carry out biological
functions that protect the heart.

These are just some of the recent innovations in
cardiac care that are saving countless lives. 

“The number of advances that have happened in
the last 20 years is just extraordinary,” says Steven
E Nissen, MD, chief academic officer of the Heart,
Vascular, and Thoracic Institute at the Cleveland
Clinic in Ohio. “Some are game changers with a
huge public health impact.”

Here are for advances that doctors and re-
searchers say have a significant impact on patient
lives:

Transcatheter Aortic Valve Replacement
Aortic valve stenosis (AVS) occurs when the open-
ing of the aortic valve (through which blood passes
from the main pumping chamber, the left ventricle,
to the aorta and out to the body) is narrowed, re-
ducing blood flow from the heart to the aorta. It can
cause chest pain, fainting, and fatal heart failure.
Each year, as many as 300,000 people in the
United States are diagnosed with AVS, according
to the Frankel Cardiovascular Center at University
of Michigan Health.

For many years, the treatment for the most se-
vere cases was open-heart surgery to repair or re-
place the damaged valve. Because the disease often
develops as people grow into old age, many of
those patients are not good candidates for such
major surgery because of the risks of complications.

Transcatheter aortic valve replacement (TAVR)
provides a minimally invasive alternative to major
surgery by delivering a replacement valve into the
heart through a catheter. The doctors make a small
incision in the groin or chest, insert the catheter into
an artery, and with the help of imaging technology
such as X-rays, guide the replacement valve
through the artery to the site of the damaged valve. 

The replacement valve (often made of cow or
pig heart tissue) is compressed in the catheter and
expands into place after delivery. 

French cardiologist Alain Cribier is credited with
performing the first successful TAVR, in 2002, in
France,  while the US Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) first approved the procedure in 2011 for cer-
tain patients at the highest risk from major surgery.
The treatment is now commonly used in lieu of
open-heart surgery.

SGLT2 inhibitors
In the early 2000s, clinical trials demonstrated the
power of a class of drugs to lower blood sugar in
patients with type 2 diabetes. The drugs inhibit the
ability of a protein (SGLT2) to make the body reab-
sorb glucose into the kidneys — which, in people
with diabetes, drives their glucose levels too high.
Over time, doctors and researchers found that the
drugs, called SGLT2 inhibitors, also provided pro-
tections against heart failure and the worsening of
kidney disease by lowering blood pressure, reduc-

ing plasma volume (which reduces the workload on
the heart), and lowering sympathetic nervous sys-
tem activity.

Academic medical centres have played key roles
in developing, refining, and studying SGLT2 in-
hibitors. A meta-analysis of five randomised con-
trolled trials found that the inhibitors “significantly
reduce the risk of mortality and worsening heart
failure and improve patient symptoms and overall
health status when added to standard therapy for
heart failure.

Mitral valve clips
In mitral regurgitation, the flaps of the mitral valve,
which controls the flow of blood from the left
atrium to the left ventricle, do not close properly.
This can cause blood to leak back into the heart in
the wrong direction. While many people do not feel
symptoms for years, as the condition progresses it
often causes escalating health problems, including
shortness of breath, swelling of hands and feet,
symptoms of shock (such as loss of conscious-
ness), atrial fibrillation, and heart failure.

Mitral regurgitation affects an estimated 1.7% of
the US population, with the prevalence rising to
about 9.3% in those over age 75. For many years,
people with severe cases of mitral regurgitation had
to decide whether to risk open-heart surgery to re-
pair or replace the valve, or live with a defect that
might kill them. 

MitraClip provides a less invasive option. Doc-
tors guide a catheter through a vein in the patient’s
leg to reach the heart. Through the catheter they
deliver a small clip — made of cobalt-chromium
with a polyester cover — that attaches to the valve
to help it close more completely. The procedure
takes 1-3 hours.

“You can put a clip on the mitral valve and re-
duce the amount of leakage substantially for people
that are just too ill to be able to undergo surgery,”
Nissen says. “That’s a pretty big innovation.”

GLP-1 agonists
Drugs such as Ozempic and Wegovy, which are
widely used to treat diabetes and obesity, have re-
cently been found to reduce heart attack and
stroke. 

The drugs mimic the intestinal hormone (GLP-
1) that triggers the release of insulin (which lowers
glucose levels), keeping blood sugar down, slowing
digestion, and increasing how full a person feels
after eating.

Studies have shown that patients who took the
drugs for diabetes also experienced significant re-
ductions in adverse cardiac events. Research at the
University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center
has included the effect of GLP-1 agonists on glucose
control and weight loss, while research at the Uni-
versity of Vermont Medical Center has included
cardiovascular outcomes.

In addition to reducing such cardiovascular risk
factors as glucose levels, weight, lipid levels, and
hypertension, the drugs also stimulate production
of nitric oxide (which expands blood vessels and in-
creases blood flow), reduce oxidative stress (thus
stabilising antioxidant levels), and help to reduce
inflammation.
(Courtesy: aamc.org)
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Recent innovations in cardiac care
are saving countless lives

TRANSCATHETER AORTIC VALVE REPLACEMENT (TAVR)

MITRAL VALVE CLIPS



Hubert Vaz

Come slice, chop, drive or drop…or
simply send a ‘falafel’ into the
‘kitchen’!

No, we’re not talking about cuisine,
though the name does suggest some
spice - Pickleball! That’s the new sport, al-
ready a rage around the world, and now
taking a peek into Oman’s social circuit
among white (and not-so-white) collars
who want to unwind and let off some ten-
sion after a busy week at the daily grind.

With its induction into the Global Pick-
leball Federation on January 12, Oman has
joined the global wave of this dynamic
sport. The inaugural Oman Open 2025,
held last weekend at The American Inter-
national School of Muscat (TAISM), her-
alded this new initiative. 

The unique mixed doubles tournament
offered an evening of fun, competition,
and camaraderie as pickleball enthusiasts
from across the region gathered to mark
a new chapter in Oman’s sports land-
scape.

Pickleball is an exciting blend of tennis,
badminton, and ping-pong, played on a
smaller court with paddles and a

lightweight plastic ball. Known for its ac-
cessibility and social nature, the sport has
captured the hearts of millions worldwide.
From its humble beginnings as a backyard
game in the United States, pickleball has
grown into a global phenomenon, attract-
ing players of all ages and skill levels.

Global growth of Pickleball
Over the last decade, pickleball has wit-
nessed explosive growth, fueled by its
versatility and sense of community. With
the establishment of the Global Pickleball
Federation, the sport has gained a
stronger international presence, connect-
ing players and nations through tourna-
ments and events.

Oman’s recent induction into the fed-
eration now highlights the country’s com-
mitment to embracing emerging sports
and fostering cultural exchange through
play, albeit through baby steps.

Oman Open 2025
The inaugural Oman Open 2025 was a
landmark event, featuring a mixed dou-
bles tournament catering to players of
varying skill levels -    Intermediate Pool
(12 competitive teams showcased their

skill and strategy) and Beginner Pool (7
enthusiastic teams dove into the action
for the love of the game).

Set against the backdrop of the Amer-
ican International School of Muscat, the
tournament reflected Oman’s growing
pickleball community and its emerging
place on the global stage.

The tournament ably supported by
local and international sponsors, including
Hassan Shaban (Empower Dataworks &
Wenatchee Valley Pickleball Club), Ali
Daud (McDonald’s), Samir Messaoudi
(Sheraton Oman) and Drew Geoghagan
(Global Sports Partners) who shared the
enthusiasm for pickleball and its ability to
unite people from all walks of life.

“Getting Oman inducted into the
Global Pickleball Federation was a major
milestone and a testament to the dedica-
tion of our entire team,” said Jeff Nelson,
Chairman of Oman Pickleball. “We had to
build a board, lay the groundwork, and
show the Federation that Oman is ready
to embrace this incredible sport. To see
the inaugural Oman Open happen was
beyond exciting - it’s the beginning of
something truly special for the sultanate
and the region.”
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In a chat with Muscat Daily, Jeff Nelson provides
insights into the prospects of Pickleball in Oman:

Who took the initiative to introduce Pickleball in
Oman?
I fell in love with the sport when I started playing
in the USA and wanted to continue playing here in
Oman. When I learned that there was little to no
pickleball here, I decided to start my own group. It
began with a small group and has grown to well
over 100 people.  Everyone that has played the
sport just once seems to fall in love with it quickly
- just look at Andre Agassi.  The game is easy to
learn and fun to play. 

What type of court is needed to play this game?
The playing surface needs to be hard enough to
allow the ball to bounce.  

Is the Oman outfit a registered sporting body?
Oman Pickleball is not yet registered with the Min-
istry of Sport. I would love to get it registered. I
spent a great deal of time this summer getting
Oman Pickleball registered with the Global Pickle-
ball Federation. They recently approved Oman
Pickleball and we are excited to expand the sport
to anyone interested in learning more.

What were the pre-requisites to attest the Oman
outfit with the international organisation?
The prerequisites were to develop a board, which
currently consists of three members – president:
Jeff Nelson, secretary: Drew Geoghagan and trea-
surer: Kelly Rauk. We have our logo, bylaws and
our own Instagram account @omanpickleball. 

Was last week's event just a demonstration or a
proper tournament? 
 Last week’s event was a proper tournament with
players that were new (less than 6 months expe-
rience) and intermediate players (more than 6
months experience) to the sport. 

What is the initial plan to grow the sport and fa-
cilitate it in Oman?
The initial plan to grow the sport was me literally
knocking on doors at a few indoor sport locations
to set up courts to teach and to play. I offered to
introduce the sport to a couple of local schools but
they were tied up with other after-school activities.
The only indoor location available was ACE PADEL
where I have enjoyed playing quite often.

We really need a larger indoor location with
about 8 to 10 courts to offer coaching and instruc-
tion. We meet regularly at TAISM for open play
and coaching for anyone new to the sport. We’d
love for more people to join our Instagram page
and can also host a clinic for anyone looking to
learn more. Going forward, there will be additional
tournaments and spectators are welcome to come
watch for free. 

Is this sport open to all age groups, ethnicities
– what should interested persons do to join?
 Pickleball is open to all people, ethnicities and
ages. We have many local individuals in the 
pickleball community already and more are 
welcome. 
(Those interested, can join the Instagram group
or contact Jeff Nelson on 9759 0215.)

‘Come, fall in love
with Pickleball’

PICKLEBALL, ONE OF THE FASTEST-GROWING, FUN 
SPORTS IN THE WORLD, HAS OFFICIALLY MADE AN 

APPEARANCE IN OMAN
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Choose your favourite 
Changan model today!

2.0L Turbo Engine, 224 hp,
8-speed AT

EMI

OMR 132*

for 6 years

2.0L Turbo Engine, 224 hp,
8-speed AT, 4WD, 7 Seater

EMI

OMR 163*

for 6 years

EMI

OMR 63*

for 6 years

1.5L Engine, 105 hp,
5-speed DCT

1.5L Turbo Engine,
170 hp, 7-speed DCT

ALL NEWEMI

OMR 106*

for 6 years

EMI

OMR 145*

for 6 years
2.0L Turbo Engine,
224 hp, 8-speed AT

ALL NEW

1.4L Turbo Engine,
156 hp, 7-speed DCT

EMI

OMR 107*

for 6 years

Easy to own with low monthly installments.

C H A N G A N  The Premium Range Super Warranty up to 6 years / 250,000 Km#

*Easy Monthly Installment is calculated based on 20% down payment for 6 years loan tenure, Subject to credit approvals from Banks only. Applicable on vehicles purchased for personal use. Images shown are for 
illustrative purpose only. Specification may vary as per the model variant. #Whichever is earlier. To know more, please visit the CHANGAN Showroom.
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www.changanoman.com
changanoman

800 50800
9662 8909Qurum 94641010, Mawaleh 97888180, Nizwa 96628940 

Sohar 95351200, Salalah 96629050, Ibri 96628930,
Barka 96629010, Sur 96628920

Showrooms:

https://changanoman.com/en

