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The winter season makes North
Sharqiyah the perfect destination
for outdoor activities and the
governorate is ready to receive a
large number of visitors.

Popular for its golden sand
dunes, the governorate hosts a
variety of desert camps, which
have completed preparations to
receive tourists from around the
world. 

Speaking to Muscat Daily, Ali
bin Salim al Hajri, Chairman of
Oman Chamber of Commerce
and Industry in the governorate,
said, “In the winter season - Oc-
tober to April - North Sharqiyah
receives a large number of visi-
tors from inside and outside the
sultanate to enjoy its tourist at-
tractions. The desert in the gov-
ernorate is one of the most
beautiful areas in Oman, espe-
cially in the winter season. It is
also one of the most popular
destinations for dune bashing,
camel riding, desert crossings
and camping.”

Ali bin Salim al Hajri informed
that in a sign of a promising sea-
son ahead, bookings started
early this year. “The governorate
has lined up several events,
tourism activities and festivals
that will support the tourism
movement. One of the highlights
of this season will be the North
Sharqiyah Festival, which will be
held in January 2023.”

According to Ali bin Salim al
Hajri, there are 13 camps in
North Sharqiyah offering around
380 rooms. 

Badr Amer al Hajri, owner of
Bidiyah Camp, described the be-
ginning of this season as being
on a “healthy note”. 

“We are witnessing a large
turnout of foreign tourists, resi-
dents and citizens. We have 35
air-conditioned rooms that are
full, especially on the weekends.”

Sharing details of the activities
that tourists like to indulge in,
Badr Amer al Hajri informed that
the tourists are mainly from Eu-
ropean countries who like to
wear the traditional Omani dress

and take photographs as sou-
venirs. 

Tourists also enjoy watching
the sunset, sandboarding, riding
quad bikes, and visiting heritage
villages that display traditional
crafts, including pottery making.
“We are expecting a huge in-
crease in tourists in the coming
days for camping in North Shar-
qiyah. This will undoubtedly re-
vive tourism and increase the
national income.”

About the tourist facilities
available, Badr Amer al Hajri said

he hopes to get a road that leads
to his camp repaired and to im-
prove the WiFi service to support
the large turnout of guests. 

Another tourist facility, Oman
Desert Private Camp in Bidiyah
has prepared well to receive vis-
itors. “We have a good number
of reservations already,” said
owner Ali al Hajri. “We have 12
rooms and we have reservations
on all days of the week. On
weekends, rooms are fully
booked. Most foreign tourists
come from Germany, France,

Britain and the US.”
According to Ali al Hajri, all

camps are keen to present artis-
tic programmes such as folk art
and Omani handicrafts, in addi-
tion to Omani food, drinks, dis-
tinctive Omani clothes and
handcrafted ornaments. “We
offer trips and outdoor activities
to enjoy the sands of Sharqiyah.
We also have a unique feature -
a 300m zip line to enthral
guests.”

But with the sudden influx of
tourists, the region also bears the
brunt of environmental desecra-
tion and pollution. Mohammed
Hamdan al Hajri, a concerned
citizen from Bidiyah, has drawn
the attention of authorities to
prevent random camping that
results in dumping of waste, es-
pecially plastic, harming the en-
vironment and consequently
affecting tourism itself.

“Sharqiyah Sands is consid-
ered one of the most beautiful
places for camping in Oman and
it should be conserved for sus-
tainable tourism. The region has
also started hosting adventure
activities, including paragliding,
sand biking and sandboarding,”
he said. 

Mohammed Hamdan al Hajri
informed that Wadi Bani Khalid,
one of the most picturesque
wadis in Oman, as well as the
wadis of the wilayat of Dima Wa
al Taien, which flow all year
around, are also located in the
governorate. “The governorate
has popular markets, including
the Sinaw Market and a market
for women in the wilayat of
Ibra.”
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N sharqiyah ready for tourists

Revenue of star hotels
increases over 100% 

OMAN, HUNGARY Review 
bilAteRAl RelAtiONs

H H Sayyid Fahd bin Mahmoud al Said, Deputy Prime Minister for

the Council of Ministers, received Dr Laszlo Kover, Speaker of the

National Assembly of Hungary, on Sunday. Their meeting reviewed

the relations between Oman and Hungary and touched on regional

and international developments (ONa)

The tourists are mainly from European
countries who like to wear the traditional
Omani dress and take photographs as 
souvenirs. They also enjoy watching the
sunset, sandboarding and quad biking
Badr amer al Hajri
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Muscat

Revenues of 3- to 5-star hotels
increased 100.1 per cent to
RO120,167,000 until the end of
September this year, compared
to the same period in 2021.

According to the latest figures
of National Centre for Statistics
and Information (NCSI), the
number of hotel guests in star
hotels recorded an increase of
31.6 per cent in the first nine
months of 2022, compared to
the same period in 2021, while
occupancy rate was 42.7 per
cent, compared to 35 per cent
during same period in 2021.

According to NCSI, GCC citi-

zens were among the top nation-
alities that visited the sultanate
until the end of September 2022,
followed by European guests.

The data shows that the num-
ber of visitors from the Gulf
countries during this period wit-
nessed a significant growth of
780.8 per cent - from 13,512 at
the end of September 2021 - to
119,010 until the end of Septem-
ber 2022, followed by European
guests whose number grew by
578.2 per cent to 203,103. 

The data also revealed that
the number of Omani guests de-
creased by 16.2 per cent from
631,183 at the end of September
2021, to 528,745 till September
2022.
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   



     
     
    
 
    
    
 
      
    
     
    
    
    
    


     
    
    
    
    
    

    
     
    
    

   
    
    

  
   

  


         
    


     
    
 
    
 
    
     
     
    

    
     
    
    
      
      
    
     
    
     
    


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    
 
      
 
     
     
    
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
         

 
      
     
 

      
  
   

  
 

      

 
  
 



     
  
 
      
 


  
 
  
 
  
  
  
       
       
  
     
  


       
    
 

 
    
 
       
  
 
 

  
   
     
     
 
        
      
     
 
  
 
     
     
  
     
 
   


 
      
   
  
      
 
  
 
 
      

  
 
         
  
 

 

     
   
   
      
     
 
    
 
     
  
 

  
  
 




       

        
 




 
  


 
 
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Mohamed Mansoor ahmed
Private sector employee

Net zero can be achieved by balancing the
usage of green house gases produced and its
removal from atmosphere. Oman too can join
a few countries who have set a target and are
consciously working towards the set objec-
tives. What we can do is plant more trees and
by retaining and creating more forests which
would help in maintaining surface tempera-
tures and also keep a check on rising sea levels
and uncertain climatic conditions. Countries
like Japan, Canada and in the EU have legally

binding net zero commitments. One cannot
think of stopping global warming overnight,
but every right step taken can certainly slow
down the rate. So the thumb rule is to have a
check on the waste we produce, using avail-
able resources efficiently and effectively, cre-
ating awareness and most importantly being
responsible and accountable in sustaining pro-
duction and consumption.

afzal yusuf Khan
Mechanical engineer 

The primary focus should be on removing car-

bon dioxide from air, avoid future carbon emis-
sions by evaluating data and making decisions
for the future generations. Reducing current
greenhouse gases through greater efficiency
in energy and material use, and investing and
making intelligent designs to neutralise resid-
ual emissions is the way forward. And yes,
there is a great deal of excitement around
green hydrogen in Oman.

samuel PV
Businessman

The easiest and best way is to use renewable

energy sources such as solar and wind. These
can indeed significantly reduce carbon emis-
sions both during construction and once the
home is built and lived in. 

salim al Busaidi
Engineer

It is high time we look seriously at the envi-
ronment. We must reduce emissions from
factories, reduce carbon emissions and take
strong action against deforestation. It has in-
deed been a major factor in driving up emis-
sions of carbon, so researchers feel that

planting new trees and restoring lost forest
areas are simple and cheap ways that could
help us now. 

abdullah al Balushi
Government employee

This is one of the biggest issues that we are
facing collectively around the world, includ-
ing Oman. We must now shift to energy
sources that are sustainable. I think installing
solar panels and mini wind turbines on new
buildings will make properties more energy
efficient. 

Under the leadership of His
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik,
Oman has committed to
reaching net zero emissions by
2050, in line with the Paris
Climate Agreement’s objectives
of limiting global warming to
1.5°C compared to pre-industrial
levels. 

It also reaffirmed its
commitment to an ambitious
green hydrogen strategy, which
targets investments worth
RO54bn and creating 70,000
permanent jobs. 

According to the government’s
strategy, development of a green
hydrogen economy is at the
heart of the sultanate’s
decarbonisation efforts and
energy security objectives. 

Here is what Muscat Daily
readers had to say on Oman’s
commitment to reach net zero
emissions by 2050:

Green is the way ahead
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 
 

          
        
    
       
 


   
   

   
      
    

(25/-)
TWENTY-FIVE
OMANI RIAL 

NON-REFUNDABLE13/11/2022

MANAGE, ORGANIZE AND
EXECUTE THE

HACKATHON Sas48 27/11/2022 25/12/2022

EXPERIENCED  COMPANIES
AND REGISTERED WITH THE
SECRETARIAT GENERAL OF

TENDER BOARD (ALL
GRADES)

LAST DATE TO 
PURCHASE 

TENDER 
DOCUMENT

DATE OF 
PUBLISHING

TENDER NAMETENDER NO SUBMISSION 
DATE

COMPANIES 
WHO SHOULD 

PARTICIPATE IN 
THIS TENDER

DOCUMENT 
PRICE

MTCIT/HQ
158/2022



(300/-)
THREE HUNDRED

OMANI RIAL 
NON-REFUNDABLE

13/11/2022

DEVELOP ARTIFICIAL 
INTELLIGENCE SYSTEMS

GOVERNANCE 
FRAMEWORK

27/11/2022 27/12/2022

EXPERIENCED  COMPANIES
AND REGISTERED WITH THE
SECRETARIAT GENERAL OF

TENDER BOARD (FIRST
GRADE)

MTCIT/HQ
159/2022

(300/-)
THREE HUNDRED
OMANI RIAL NON-

REFUNDABLE

13/11/2022

DEVELOPMENT OF IT
SUPPORT SERVICES & IT

INFRASTRUCTURE 
SERVICES STANDARDS

UNDER MTCIT 
ACCREDITATION 

PROGRAM

27/11/2022 25/12/2022

EXPERIENCED  COMPANIES
AND REGISTERED WITH THE
SECRETARIAT GENERAL OF

TENDER BOARD (FIRST
GRADE

MTCIT/HQ
123/2022
(RECALL)




 





















   

  

 
        



 

 



  

 
 
 
           

 
 





  


 

Football Fan Festival gears up for FIFA spectacle

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Kite, laser and drone shows will
be held in three governorates to
celebrate the 52nd National Day,
according to an official in the
Secretariat General of National
Celebrations.

Speaking to Muscat Daily, the
official said, “The celebrations
will include kite shows for the
first time, along with laser and
drone shows in three gover-
norates.”

On November 18, laser 
and drone shows will be held 
in Amerat Park in Muscat and
Sahel Ittin in Salalah in Dhofar at
8pm, while a kite show will be
held in Sahel Ittin in Salalah from

2pm to 5pm.
On November 19, laser and

drone shows will be held in the
Khoudh Dam area in Muscat and
the wilayat of Khasab in Musan-

dam at 8pm.
On November 20 and 21, 

kite shows will be held at Seeb
Beach and Azaiba Beach. “Kites
of different shapes and col-

ours will provide a great op-
portunity to more than 20 
participants to display pictures 
of His Majesty Sultan Hait-
ham bin Tarik and flags of 
the sultanate to express the 
joy of the National Day celebra-
tions. The shows will be held
from 2pm to 5pm,” the official
said.

Explaining the concept of the
drone shows, the official in-
formed that illuminated drones
will perform synchronised and
choreographed aerial forma-
tions.

Muscat and all other major
cities across the sultanate have
been decked up for the National
Day with flags and lights on main
roads.

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Muscat Municipality, in coor-
dination with the Secretariat
General of National Celebra-
tions, has announced the
temporary closure of Amerat
Public Park from November

15 to November 17.
A statement issued by Mu-

scat Municipality said, ‘Am-
erat Public Park will be tem-
porarily closed for three days,
starting November 15, in order
to prepare the park to organ-
ise an event to celebrate the
glorious 52nd National Day.’

Amerat Park closed from Nov 15 to 17
for National Day preparations

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman Convention and Exhibition
Centre (OCEC) showcased vari-
ous facilities of the Football Fan
Festival, including five big
screens to livestream the 64
matches of FIFA World Cup
Qatar 2022, to media personnel
on Sunday. 

Taking place at OCEC Gar-
dens from November 20 to 
December 18, the event will in-
clude contests and food stalls
alongside screening of matches
live.

H E Azzan Qassim al Busaidi,
Undersecretary in the Ministry of
Heritage and Tourism and head
of the Steering Committee over-
seeing the Oman World Cup
Programme, described the
preparations for the Football Fan
Festival as being on schedule.

“Once open, the festival will be
an exciting destination for both
local and international football
fans, and others, of all ages. For
our international guests, it will
also play a crucial role in show-
casing what makes our country
unique and special.”

According to Dr Hashil bin
Obaid al Mahrouqi, CEO of
Omran Group, the Football Fan
Festival isn’t just about enjoying
the World Cup, but celebrating
Oman. “As the centrepiece of
the Oman World Cup Pro-
gramme, the festival offers us the

perfect opportunity to engage
with our guests, both locally and
from abroad. We hope they
leave knowing a little more about
our beloved country, its storied
history, breathtaking beauty, and
renowned hospitality.”

An area of more than

9,000sqm in OCEC Gardens will
be dedicated to the festival,
which will feature a specially
constructed fan village catering
to all ages. The festival grounds
will be divided into several zones,
each catering to one core aspect
of the celebrations, including din-
ing facilities, activities and
matches.

Visitors can sample cuisine
from all parts of the world in the
Food Zone’s 12 F&B outlets. 

The Activity Zones will offer
fans over 20 interactive football-
themed mini-games, activities
for families and people of all ages
to enjoy. There will also be a
Football Fan Festival E-World
Cup, an online e-sports contest,
which will kick off on November
20. 

Tickets priced at RO2 can be
purchased at www.footballfan-
festival.om

Kite, laser and drone shows to mark National Day

Two cruise ships bring over
5,000 tourists to Salalah
Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Port of Salalah received over
5,000 visitors that arrived on
two cruise ships in two days, ac-
cording to the Ministry of Her-
itage and Tourism.

The port received the visitors
on November 8 and 12. In a

statement, the ministry said, ‘On
November 12, the Port of Salalah
received the Italian cruise ship
Aida Cosma with 4,507 tourists
onboard.’

On November 8, Port of
Salalah received Viking Mars
with 1,332 onboard, including
881 tourists of various national-
ities.

Over 369,000 banned cosmetic items seized in Barka 
Muscat - The Consumer Protec-
tion Authority (CPA) seized pro-
hibited cosmetic items from
shops in South Batinah gover-
norate, the authority said.

‘The Consumer Protection

Department in Barka, in cooper-
ation with the Pharmaceutical
Control Department of the Di-
rectorate General of Health Serv-
ices in South Batinah, managed
to seize a large quantity of

banned cosmetic products that
were up for sale without ap-
proval,’ CPA said.

As many as 369,213 banned
cosmetic products were seized
during the inspection, it added.

For our interna-
tional guests, 
Football Fan 
Festival will also
play a crucial role 
in showcasing 
what makes our
country unique 
and special
H E AzzAn QAssIm 

Al BusAIdI

(Image for illustrative purpose)
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Our Correspondent
Muscat

Sanvira Carbon (FZC) Com-
pany's calcined petroleum coke
plant, which has been developed
with an investment of over
RO60mn, was inaugurated at
Sohar Freezone on Sunday.

The inauguration ceremony
was held under the auspices of H
E Eng Salim Nasser al Aufi, Min-
ister of Energy and Minerals, ac-
cording to an Oman News

Agency report.
The plant has a production ca-

pacity of 600,000 tonnes per
annum of calcined petroleum
coke and 24 megawatts of elec-
tricity annually through pro-
duced steam.

The calcined petroleum coke
plant has been developed by
Sanvira Carbon (FZC), which is a
joint venture between India's
Sanvira Industries, Oman Na-
tional Investment Development
Company (Tanmia) and Omani

chemicals manufacturing firm
United Business Trading.

Sanvira Industries is one of the
leading manufacturers of cal-
cined petroleum coke.

Sanvira Carbon's plant is the
first of its kind in the sultanate
that transforms petroleum coke
into a product of high industrial
value, which is used in aluminum
industries and several other min-
ing industries.

The project will provide 200
employment opportunities for

Omani youth. Omanisation at
the plant is planned to be in-
creased to 50 per cent in the
next five years.

Sanvira Carbon plant is an ad-
dition to the petrochemicals and
aluminum sectors in Oman by
attracting advance technologies
and creating employment oppor-
tunities. The project will target
both local and exports markets.
GCC demand for calcined petro-
leum coke stands at 1.5mn
tonnes annually.

Sanvira Carbon's RO60mn
plant inaugurated in Sohar 

Sohar – A ceremony was held at
Sohar Freezone on Sunday to lay
the foundation stone of Sohar Ti-
tanium Project to produce tita-
nium dioxide at a cost of
RO43mn.

The project will be set up on an
area of 120,000 square meters.
Once completed, it will have a

production capacity of 150,000
tonnes per year.

The project is expected to start
commercial operation by 2025.

The ceremony was held under
the patronage of H E Eng Salim
Nassir al Aufi, Minister of Energy
and Minerals.

Sohar Titanium Project is a

strategic partnership between
Minerals Development Oman
(MDO) and its partners. While
MDO owns 35 per cent stake in
the project, remaining 65 per cent
is distributed to Dubai Holding
and Stork International through
Gulf Titanium.
ONA

Foundation stone laid for
Sohar Titanium Project

Duqm – The first fish oil refinery
unit has been opened and Inau-
gurated by Eng Ahmed bin Ali
Akaak, acting CEO of the Special
Economic Zone at Duqm
(SEZAD).

Gold Fin International Com-
pany, which is specialized in the
production of fish meal and fish
oil extract, has built this first unit
for fish oil refining suitable for
human consumption in Duqm.

The unit has the processing
capacity of 10 tonnes per day.

Through the new refining unit,
the plant can extract the fatty
acids (Omega-3) found in fish
which is suitable for human con-
sumption.

In a press statement, Akaak
said, “We are pleased to inaugu-
rate the fish oil refining unit,
which represents an added value
to the fish and food industries in
the region. 

“This unit will use the latest
technologies for refining fish oil
for human consumption.”

Fish oil refinery unit opens in Duqm

Paris, France - Global spending
on food imports is expected to
reach a record US$1.94tn in
2022, the UN's Food and Agri-
culture Organization warned
Friday, a 10 per cent jump com-
pared to the previous year due
to rising prices.

The new forecast would mark
"an all-time high", and is due to
the depreciating values of cur-
rencies against the US dollar -
the main currency of exchange
on international markets - as
well as Russia's ongoing war in
Ukraine.

Ukraine and Russia are agri-
cultural superpowers, with more
than 30 nations reliant on them
for wheat and sunflower oil ex-
ports.

"The bulk of the increase in
the (global food import) bill is
accounted for by high-income
countries, due mostly to higher
world prices, while volumes are
also expected to rise," the report
said.

Consequences will be more
dramatic for economically vul-
nerable countries, it added.

"For instance, the aggregate
food import bill for the group of

low-income countries is ex-
pected to remain almost un-
changed even though it is
predicted to shrink by 10 per
cent in volume terms, pointing
to a growing accessibility issue
for these countries," the FAO
said.

Sub-Saharan Africa, already
hard-hit by malnutrition, is ex-
pected to spend US$4.8bn
more on food imports, despite a
decrease in volumes.

"These are alarming signs
from a food security perspec-
tive," FAO said.

Between Russia and Ukraine,
the two countries account for
30 per cent of the world wheat
trade and 78 per cent of sun-
flower oil exports prior to the
Kremlin's invasion of its neigh-
bour. The ongoing eight-month
conflict pushed grain prices to
unprecedented levels.

The opening of a secure mar-
itime corridor has allowed more
than 10mn tonnes of agricultural
products to leave Ukraine in re-
cent months, leading to a cau-
tious decline in market prices.

Another easing factor is that

world wheat production "should
reach a record level of 784mn
tonnes in 2022/23", the FAO
said, driven in particular by the
Russian and Canadian crops.

But other factors are weigh-
ing heavily on the balance of
poor importing countries, warns
the FAO, like the global import
bill for agricultural inputs.

In particular, fertiliser imports
are expected to reach
US$424bn in 2022, a nearly 50
per cent increase compared to
the year before.

Russia is one of the world's
leading exporters of gas and ni-
trogen fertilisers, and prices
have tripled in one year.

"As a result, some countries
may be forced to reduce input
applications, almost inevitably
resulting in lower agricultural
productivity and lower domestic
food availability," the FAO said.

The "negative repercussions"
for global food security is likely
to extend to 2023.

The FAO has been advocat-
ing for months to establish a fi-
nancing facility for countries
heavily dependent on imports.
AFP

Global food import bill to jump by 10%
to record $1.9tn in 2022: UN 
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London, UK -The UK govern-
ment on Sunday warned of im-
pending tax hikes, especially for
the wealthy, as it bids to repair
economic havoc wrought by Liz
Truss's short-lived tenure as
prime minister.

Truss's successor Rishi Sunak,
who was heading to a G20 eco-
nomic summit in Indonesia, has
vowed to get soaring inflation
under control even if it means
more pain for hard-pressed con-
sumers and businesses.

His finance minister, Jeremy
Hunt, told Sky News that the
pain would fall disproportion-
ately on the better off when he
unveils an emergency budget
statement on Thursday.

"We're all going to be paying
a bit more tax, I'm afraid," he
said, while refusing to be drawn

into detail on the plan, after a tax-
cutting budget by Truss caused
panic on financial markets.

Hunt conceded that the UK
economy was already likely in re-
cession after a contraction in the
July-September quarter, "but we
are a resilient country and we've
faced much bigger challenges,
frankly, in our history".

"We will be asking everyone
for sacrifices," the chancellor of
the exchequer stressed.

"But I think in a fair society, as
we are in the UK, we need to
recognise that there's only so
much you can ask from people
on the very lowest incomes, so
that will be reflected in the deci-
sions that I take."

Hunt is reportedly looking at
changing income tax brackets, to
raise more revenue from high
earners, and impose strict curbs
on government spending for
years to come even as inflation
hits double digits.

He is seeking up to £60bn
(US$71bn) in savings and extra
revenue - half of which was left
by a budget black hole be-
queathed by Truss, according to
the Resolution Foundation, a

think tank.
"We do have to do some tax

rises, do some spending cuts, if
we're going to show that we're a
country that pays our way," Hunt
said, insisting his policies would
make any recession "shallower
and quicker".

Hunt said the surge in energy
prices linked to the war in
Ukraine amounted to an eco-
nomic hit of £140bn.

"It's like the economy sup-
porting an entire second NHS
(National Health Service)," the
chancellor said.

Asked if the NHS was on the
brink of collapse after the Covid
pandemic, Hunt acknowledged
"massive pressures" in the serv-
ice and "unbearable pressure"
for doctors and nurses.
AFP

Britain warns tax hikes
coming after Truss fiasco

Jeremy Hunt

Washington, US – US consumer
prices cooled in October but re-
mained at decades-high levels,
according to government data,
keeping the pressure on President
Joe Biden as his Democratic party
struggles to retain control of Con-
gress.

The closely-watched report
showed more evidence of rising
costs, including a rebound in
gasoline prices. But there were
positive signs in the consumer
price index (CPI), which showed
annual inflation slowed to 7.7 per
cent in October, even while un-
derscoring a heightened cost of
living, the Labor Department re-
ported.

That was the lowest annual in-
crease since January, fueling
hopes that soaring costs will start
to pull back and causing Wall
Street stocks to rally.

Biden welcomed the data, say-

ing it showed "a much-needed
break in inflation at the grocery
store as we head into the holi-
days."

But he cautioned in a state-
ment that it will "take time to get
inflation back to normal levels,"
with potential setbacks along the
way, and vowed to keep helping
households with living costs.

While the annual inflation rate
was down from a harsh 9.1 per
cent in June - the highest in 40
years - latest numbers are unlikely
to bring quick reprieve from the
Federal Reserve's aggressive
moves to cool the economy.

Russia's war in Ukraine has
sent food and fuel prices soaring,
and the energy index surged 17.6
per cent over the past 12 months,
according to the data.

Excluding volatile food and en-
ergy prices, "core" CPI rose 6.3
per cent in October from a year

ago, slightly below the rate in Sep-
tember.

As residents reel from soaring
costs, the US central bank has
moved forcefully to lower de-
mand and bring prices down.

The Fed has raised the bench-
mark lending rate six times this
year, including four consecutive
giant rate hikes, despite fears it
could trigger a recession.

Fed Chair Jerome Powell last
week said it was premature to
consider pausing the hikes, but
there is a growing chorus of
voices, including some Fed offi-
cials, advocating for smaller steps
in coming months.

Dallas Fed President Lorie
Logan said Thursday that she be-
lieves "it may soon be appropriate
to slow the pace of rate increases"
so policymakers can assess how
conditions are changing.
AFP

US inflation eases in October
but still near decades-high
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Bank Muscat, the leading finan-
cial services provider in the Sul-
tanate of Oman, was awarded
the Best Retail Bank in Oman
Award at the MENA Banking Ex-
cellence Awards 2022 held in
Dubai earlier this year. 

Organised by MEED in part-
nership with Retail Banker Inter-
national and Private Banker
International, the inaugural
MENA Banking Excellence
Awards sought to recognise in-
stitutions in the Middle East and
North Africa region which is con-
sidered to be one of the fastest
growing banking and financial
services markets in the world.

Bank Muscat was recognised
for its customer-centric vision,
innovative offerings backed by
state-of-the-art technology and
commitment to constantly en-
hance customer experience.

Speaking on the occasion, Ab-
dulnasir al Raisi, Bank Muscat
general manager - Personal
Banking, said, “We would like to
take this opportunity to thank
MEED as well as its partners Re-
tail Banker International and the
Private Banker for recognising
the bank as the Best Retail Bank
in Oman. Over the last four
decades, Bank Muscat has
carved a name for itself for the
largest branch and ATM-CDM-
FFM network, its cutting-edge
omnichannel Mobile and Inter-
net banking, its constant stream
of innovative products and serv-

ices and total commitment to
customer-centricity, all of which
are unmatched in Oman. Going
ahead, the bank will aim to con-
tinue its market-leading position
in the sultanate’s financial serv-
ices sector by further enhancing
customer experience, digital
transformation and public-pri-
vate partnership in line with the
goals of Oman Vision 2040.”

Bank Muscat, which is cele-
brating its 40th Anniversary this
year has made a name for itself
with a large number of firsts in
the banking sector over the past
four decades. Today, the bank
leads the financial services sec-
tor in the sultanate with 174
branches and more than 800

touchpoints including automated
teller machines (ATMs), cash
deposit machines (CDMs) and
fully functional machines (FFM)
installed across the country. It is
the first choice for over 2mn cus-
tomers in Oman and has been
playing an important role in en-
hancing financial inclusion in
Oman with different innovative
products for its customers. 

Bank Muscat’s continuously
upgraded omnichannel Internet
and mobile banking offer cus-
tomers a fast and secure banking
experience, and today, over
1.3mn retail banking customers
use various features like real-
time bill payments for utilities in
Oman, fund transfers within the

bank and in Oman, fund transfers
across the world via the SWIFT
network amongst a number of
other services and benefits.
There has also been a rapid up-
take in contactless payment
through its various debit, credit
and prepaid cards as well as con-
tactless wearables.

The bank is working towards
upgrading its phygital network
(physical/digital) by replacing
more than 150 CDMs and FFMs
during the 1st quarter of 2023.
During the year as well, the bank
is planning to add more than 50
new ATMs/CDMs/FFMs in var-
ious locations across Oman. The
bank has also started rolling out
Multi-Function Kiosk, which en-

ables customers to instantly
issue and activate new or re-
placed debit cards around the
clock.

Meanwhile, premier banking
clientele have the advantage of
being able to benefit from some
of the most exclusive and differ-
entiated services available in the
sultanate through Bank Muscat
Private banking, Asalah Priority
banking and Al Jawhar Privilege
banking. On the occasion of its
40th anniversary, the bank has
also recently launched a number
of attractive offers for its cus-
tomers including highly dis-
counted offers on Baituna,
Sayyarati and Personal Finance
loans.

Bank Muscat wins Best Retail Bank
in Oman award at MENA event

As the global community is
marking the World Diabetes Day
on Monday, Saudi-based Mis-
faco is celebrating its sweetener
product Steviana largely used by
those who are diabetic.

“Misfaco has been distin-
guished for more than fifteen
years in the manufacture and ex-
port of the first healthy sweet-
ener in the world, Steviana 'the
pride of the Saudi industry',” said
a press statement.

The first production of Ste-
viana was in 2007, since then the
company is paying a continues
effort by using the best of art
technology and modern science
in manufacturing sweeteners to
achieves its mission which is
high quality products at afford-
able prices, it added.

Steviana is sweetener that
contain of Stevia Rebaudiana
which is an outstanding sweet
tasting herb that has remarkable
health promoting qualities, con-
tains zero calories and nutrient

rich, since it contains substantial
amounts of calcium, phospho-
rous as well as sodium, magne-
sium, zinc, rutin, Vitamin A,
Vitamin C and over 100 phy-
tonutrients. 

Steviana is also being used as
an aid to weight loss and weight
management, since it contains
zero calories and reduces the
craving for sweet and fatty foods,
therefore weight watchers love it. 

Unlike sugar, Steviana does
not trigger a rise in blood sugar
levels, so it is the best gift for di-
abetic people. Also unlike other
sweeteners, Steviana has no bit-
terness after taste.

Misfaco celebrates
Steviana on World 
Diabetes Day

The first meeting between the
new Sharia’a Supervisory Com-
mittee (SSC) of Takaful Oman
Insurance and the company’s
Board of Directors was held on
October 27. The meeting wit-
nessed attendance from Mo-
hammed Abdullah al Khonji,
chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors of the company, and distin-
guished members of the Board of
Directors. Attendees from the
Sharia’a Supervisory Committee
included committee chairman Dr
Majid bin Mohammed al Kindi
and members of the Sharia’a Su-
pervisory Committee. 

Apart from reaffirming its
commitment to sharia’a princi-
ples, the meeting discussed the
sharia’a framework under the
regulatory regime, key challenges
of the Islamic insurance industry,
and various new developments
and opportunities in the sector.

Takaful Oman Insurance has

remained steadfast in its efforts
to continuously enhance its port-
folio while adhering to the norms
and regulations of sharia’a.

The company has demon-
strated utmost transparency in
all its procedures, worked with
integrity, and upheld the highest
values of ethicality in all its deal-
ings. 

The board has also shown its
commitment to providing its full
support and assistance to the
Sharia’a Supervisory Committee.

Neelmani Bhardwaj, acting
CEO at Takaful said, “Takaful
Oman Insurance, being the first
Islamic insurance company in
the sultanate, is leading transfor-
mation in the sector and setting
new benchmarks along the way.
Our strong dedication to provid-
ing world-class sharia’a-compli-
ant products has helped us
increase our database of loyal
customers.”

Takaful’s sharia’a
committee meets
Board of Directors

Celebrating Oman’s 52nd
National Day with its cus-
tomers, Ooredoo is offering
52 GB Social Data to Hala
(prepaid), Shahry Endless
and Omanuna users from
November 10 to 18. 

The limited-time offer is
available to existing Oore-
doo customers and includes
free data use on WhatsApp,
Instagram, Snapchat, Twit-
ter and Facebook.

On this special occasion,
customers will be able to
share greetings and great-
looking posts with their fam-
ily, friends and their social

media circles. Ooredoo
wants its digital users to be
able to stay connected,
which will further foster a
sense of community during
the national celebrations. 

Customers can subscribe
to the 52 GB of Social Data
offer through the Ooredoo
App or by dialing
*555*521#. For more infor-
mation on this and other
products and services by
Ooredoo, one may wither
download the award-win-
ning app, or dial *555#, or
head to
www.ooredoo.om/ND52.

Ooredoo celebrates
52nd National Day
by giving 52GB data

More than 570 trail runners from
41 countries will take part in the
forthcoming Himam Trail Run
Race to be held from December
1 to 3, said a press release. 

“Over 570 trail runners from
41 countries of all ages and expe-
rience levels have registered to
take on the breathtaking chal-
lenge that has been curated
around diverse landscapes, her-
itage sites and lush plantation in
Jabal Akhdar, Al Hamra and
Birkat Al Mouz,” the release
added. 

Supported by Petroleum De-
velopment Oman (PDO) as main
sponsor, the race has been made
bigger since its last edition and
will feature a 25km and 55km
races that will begin at Birkat al
Mouz, whereas the Al Hajar
Range Challenge 100km will
start in Al Hamra. 

Each course will then circle
the foothills of Jabal Akhdar
through traditional plantations
and picturesque villages before
heading to the gates of the old
Fort in Birkat al Mouz where the
finishing line awaits. 

Dr Zahir al Riyami, Himam

Adventure President, said, “The
response so far has been incred-
ible, and we are now gearing up
for the biggest ever Himam Trail
Run Race. This is a great oppor-
tunity to broaden the appeal of
Oman’s unique landscape and
shine a light on the beautiful

scenery and culture of Jabal
Akhdar, Al Hamra and Birkat al
Mouz. 

“Registrations have been
pouring in from around the coun-
try and across the world and we
look forward to welcoming run-
ners of all ages to experience a

brand-new course developed es-
pecially for this race and take
part in one of Oman’s fastest
growing sporting events,” he
added.

Each race carries points from
the International Trail Running
Association (ITRA) which will
help more experienced runners
enter trail running races around
the world. The 25km ‘Start-Up
Challenge’ will award all finishers
one ITRA points, the 55km race,
known as ‘The Adventure’, car-
ries three ITRA points, while the
100km ‘Al Hajar Range Chal-
lenge’ course will give four ITRA
points to all finishers. 

Last year’s Himam Trail Run
proved to be an event for all, at-
tracting 421 runners from 36
countries, including 50 female
athletes and 29 runners aged
over 50 years of age.

Over 570 trail runners to take part in Himam race

The Ministry of Higher Educa-
tion, Research and Innovation
(MoHERI) organised a robotics
workshop as part of the student
training programme of the Skills
Development Programme for
Researchers and Innovators on
Friday and Saturday at the Social
Centre at Innovation Park Mus-
cat in cooperation with the Inno-
vation Cell Centre.

Thirty Omani students aged
13 to 16 years old participated in
the robotics workshop this past
weekend. Based on achieving the
goals of Oman Vision 2040 in
the innovation field, the work-
shop aimed to develop the par-
ticipants’ abilities to challenge
and compete in the research,
creativity and innovation fields. 

The workshop included a
number of challenges as well as
participation certificates and
some prizes for those who did
well during the two-day work-
shop. 

The workshop covered three
topics: Brainstorming strategies,
design and printing, and pro-
gramming. For the brainstorming
strategies section, it was pre-

sented by Habiba al Kindi, and
included an introduction to
brainstorming, stages of brain-
storming, basic rules for brain-
storming, brainstorming
methods, and limitation of brain-
storming. 

For the design and printing

section, the participants were
taught the basics of 3D design of
robots using Fusion360 pro-
gramme, which was presented
by Ghada al Nasiri, and the cor-
rect way to use the 3D printer for
the designed shapes and their
readiness to install them in the

robot, which was presented by
Othman bin Saif. 

As for the programming sec-
tion, it was presented by Hajar al
Nasiri, and consisted of teaching
the students the basics of pro-
gramming robots using the C++
language as well as the installa-

tion of the programming parts in
the composite robot and drawing
a path to examine its program-
ming.

The student training pro-
gramme aims to keep pace with
the rapid development wit-
nessed by the world around us in
how to deal with the technolo-
gies of the Fourth Industrial Rev-
olution and the Internet of
Things, and build the national ca-
pabilities of members of the so-
ciety, especially the national
capabilities of students.

It is worth noting that the
Skills Development Programme
for Researchers and Innovators is
one of the programmes of the
Department of Research and In-
novation Capacity Building in the
Research and Innovation Sector
of the Ministry of Higher Educa-
tion, Research and Innovation,
which aims to promote a culture
of research and innovation
among members of the society,
maximise the skills and capabili-
ties of researchers, innovators
and those interested, and en-
hance youth capabilities in future
skills. 

MoHERI hosts a two-day workshop on robotics
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Arabian Gulf Automobiles and
Equipment LLC (AGAE) an-
nounced the inauguration of a
flagship showroom for the pre-
mium automotive brand
Changan at Mawalleh in Muscat.
The state-of-art showroom will
cater to the rising demand for
premium Changan models and
the luxurious UNI series. 

Spread over an area of
1300sqm, the facility has the ca-
pacity to display more than 20
cars. Designed in accordance
with global standards, the show-
room’s façade holds a glass fas-
cia with an inside height 6.3m
and front elevation of nine me-
tres which provides excellent vis-
ibility to customer. The
showroom location has easy ac-
cess to customers residing in
Muscat and is only 2.4km from
Burj al Sahwa roundabout. 

The showroom has ample sit-
ting place for customers to dis-
cuss and look at the display cars.
The large showroom area also
provides customers with suffi-
cient place to look at the entire
model range of Changan and
UNI models, seven different
model variants in Changan and
three models in UNI Range
needs such a large state of the
art showroom to meet customer
choices. 

The state-of-the-art show-
room also has exclusive new car

delivery area, customer lounge,
wheelchair access, ample car
parking and comes with prayer
room facilities etc.

A spokesperson for AGAE
said, “We have always believed
in strengthening our relationship
with our customers and are
elated to expand our network
and come closer to all of them. 

“We have a great partnership
with Changan brand and are very
happy to extend this further with
the inauguration of our new facil-
ity. We look forward to welcom-
ing new buyers to the Changan
family and establishing a fruitful,
long-term relationship.” 

He also added that Bahwan
group showroom standards are
very well maintained for buying

convenience like test-drive to
satisfy customer on quality of
drive, easy financing and also of-
fers low instalments through
banks and finance companies, in-
surance and registration to sup-
port the customers to buy their
favourite Changan and UNI
models.

The premium automotive
brand Changan has received
overwhelming response among
Oman customers. Changan Au-
tomobile boasts of a comprehen-
sive portfolio of range of
products including Sedan,
Crossovers, SUVs and Pickups
like Changan Alsvin- Entry level
sedan, EADO Plus - Family
Sedan, CS35 PLUS Crossover,
CS75 Plus Crossover, CS85

Coupe, CS95 7-seater 4WD and
Hunter Pickup’s. All the models
of Changan Hunter the pickup
has a ‘European Standard’ body
and has plastic bed liners which
is unique to the model.

Changan auto luxury brand is
called UNI and it’s positioned as
futuristic and fashionable, the
UNI range features progressive
design and smart technologies
offered only in luxury brands.

Changan UNI range of auto-
mobiles is devoted to creating a
new experience with highly tech-
nological and sporty exterior de-
sign coupled with avant-garde
interiors. For a luxury model to
be ‘sporty at a glance’, the UNI
range adopts a short overhang
and long axle design, adding the

sporty feeling to a luxury range.
This improves the overall han-
dling of the UNI range having
high agility and high-speed sta-
bility when driving.

The UNI range has adopted
pure, precise and agile exterior
design elements. The hidden
door handle design blends in
with the body, making it simple
and sophisticated. The UNI fam-
ily’s classic borderless grille de-
sign is combined with the
narrow, sharp headlamps on
both sides for an intense look.
The aerodynamic airship-shape
spoiler improves driving stability
and fashionable in aesthetics.
The space battleship gear shift
knob has a sporty design, giving
the user a sense of exploration in

every trip.
Equipped with IACC system,

the UNI range can achieve L2 au-
tonomous driving having features
of FCW+AEB+LDW+LAS+TJA
+AEB+LCDA. UNI range is
equipped with four high-defini-
tion wide-angle cameras giving
360-degree view around the ve-
hicle in real time to park your ve-
hicle safely.

The UNI range adopts a sim-
plistic yet avante grade interior
design. It uses an asymmetrical
design in the instrumentation
and centre console as well as
bright colours that create techni-
cally dynamic interiors. It adopts
the Intelligent Cockpit Interac-
tion System which appears to be
two screens staggered on the

surface, but internally they are
connected as one have a high-
resolution display and adaptive
backlight control to protect the
eyes from fatigue to the max
while reading and driving.

The UNI range features newly
designed seats with fuller side
wings which also provide more
reliable support and confidence
when cornering. The wireless
charging provides ultra-fast
charging with wide-range com-
patibility.

One of the ‘big four’ Chinese
automakers of the world and a
top selling brand, Changan Auto-
mobile boasts of with a compre-
hensive portfolio of products
which includes sedans,
crossovers and SUVs. With an
inspiring history of 160 years
Changan Automobile Group
traces its corporate origins way
back to the 1862 with 62 years of
automobile making and 36 years’
experience of manufacturing
Changan vehicles.

With world class R&D facili-
ties, Changan develops products
which are advanced, high-tech,
innovative, fashionable, safe and
deliver a strong performance.
Each year Changan invests five
per cent of the annual sales rev-
enue for product R&D and with
continuous efforts has built a
global collaborative R&D net-
work with various priorities.

AGAE opens state-of-art showroom for Changan

Continuing to set benchmarks
for quality, comfort and hospital-
ity, Oman Air, the national airline
of Oman, has been named
World’s Leading Airline - Busi-
ness Class; World’s Leading Air-
line - Customer Experience; and
World’s Leading Airline Lounge -
Business Class by the World
Travel Awards 2022. 

The airline’s Chief Executive
Officer, Abdulaziz al Raisi, along
with the management team, re-
ceived the awards during a cere-
mony hosted by Oman Airports
at Al Bustan Palace, a Ritz-Carl-
ton Hotel, under the patronage of
H E Salim Mohammed al
Mahrouqi, Minister of Heritage
and Tourism. The awards, which
are decided by public vote, were
presented to winners from 50
participating countries, of which
Oman won a total of nine.

“Oman’s travel and tourism
industry is growing in leaps and
bounds, playing an ever-greater

role as a key enabler of Oman’s
economic diversification. We are
delighted to be part of these ef-
forts, alongside a leading net-
work of airports and hotels,” the
Oman Air CEO said.

“These awards are a welcome
testament to our dedication to
creating an extraordinary travel
experience that brings the world
to Oman and showcases the

best of Oman to the world. We
would like to thank our valued
guests who voted for us and con-
tinue to choose us as their pre-
ferred airline.”  

The year 2022 has been a
momentous year for Oman Air
as the airline adapts to the pick-
up of travel post-pandemic,
while continuing to evolve to
meet the demands of a rapidly

shifting market. Recently
awarded the 2023 Five-Star
Major Airline rating by the Air-
line Passenger Experience Asso-
ciation (APEX), it has made
increasing investments in its
products and services, offering
guests innovative cabin design,
exceptional hospitality, and a
growing range of destinations
from its hub in Muscat.

Oman Air wins three prestigious 
titles at World Travel Awards 2022

Oxy Oman representatives re-
cently attended the sponsorship
signing ceremony for the Oxy
Equestrian Endurance Race,
which is exclusively sponsored
by the company; in cooperation
with the Oman Equestrian Fed-
eration, and the Al Dhahirah
Equestrian Committee. 

Under the sponsorship agree-
ment, three vehicles will be
awarded to the top three winners
of the 100km race, said a press
statement.

The signing event was held at
Oman Equestrian Federation.
Steven Lauver, president and
general manager of Oxy Oman,
and Sayyed Munther bin Saif bin
Hamad al Busaidi, chairman of
Oman Equestrian Federation
signed the sponsorship agree-
ment on behalf of their respec-
tive organisations.

The Oxy Equestrian En-
durance Race will be held in Ibri,

Dhahirah governorate in Decem-
ber this year. Oxy Oman’s exclu-
sive sponsorship marks the
company’s second year in sup-
porting equestrian racing, in ad-
dition to its long-term
engagement with camel racing in
the sultanate as a local support
historically tied to the culture of
local communities. 

“Oxy is committed to sup-

porting projects which directly
impact communities located
within our concession areas, and
to enhance social development
through long-term projects in the
region that aid in diversifying the
economy. This sponsorship re-
flects the company’s long-stand-
ing strides in support of historic
cultural sports in the sultanate,”
said Steven Lauver.

Oxy Oman to sponsor
equestrian endurance race

The Zubair Corporation has an-
nounced the launch of SalisPay -
an innovative new age payment
solution provider specialising in
multi-channel payment process-
ing and acquiring. Salis Payment
Solutions LLC, a joint venture be-
tween CredoPay, an India-based
fintech technology platform, and
OCS Infotech, a group company
of the Zubair Corporation.

The launch took place at a
glittering ceremony at Shangri-
La Barr Al Jissah, Muscat, on No-
vember 8. In attendance at the
event were Al Zubair bin Mo-
hammad al Zubair, vice chair-
man of the Board of Directors of
the Zubair Corporation, Zubair
Corporation group CEO Niels
Bormans, CredoPay CEO Dore
Swamy and SalisPay COO Anu
Cherian Philip, together with sev-
eral VIP clients from banks and
financial institutions and several
members of the executive man-
agement of the Zubair Corpora-
tion group companies.

SalisPay is a one-stop solution
for unified acquiring, multi-chan-

nel payment processing and con-
nected banking solutions. It of-
fers clients a secure, robust,
certified, and scalable solution in
various business engagement
models to suit their business and
commercial needs.

“Launching SalisPay is part of
our endeavour to pave the way
for Oman’s digital payment fu-
ture. From smart POS soft POS
payment gatways and con-
nected banking systems to a
comprehensive range of end-to-
end merchant services and
PAAS solutions, this innovative

fintech platform is set to revolu-
tionise how we make and receive
payments in Oman in the near
future,” Bormans said.

“With contactless and mobile
payments on the rise, and in-per-
son retail sales picking up mo-
mentum again, many businesses
in Oman are looking to take ad-
vantage. It is our goal at SalisPay
to be their trusted partner in this
growth journey, supporting their
needs for a seamless, digital pay-
ment processing and collection
experience,” SalisPay COO Anu
Cherian Philip said.

Zubair launches payment 
solution provider SalisPay

Oman Data Park (ODP) signed a
strategic cooperation agreement
with the Omani-British company
‘Crossword Cybersecurity’, to
provide services that contribute
to reduce cyber security risk for
public and private entities and
enhance the protection of the
cyber security structure of sensi-
tive information in the Sultanate
of Oman.

The agreement aims at
adding more security measures
to secure the data hosting
process for the institutions and
companies, enhance its protec-
tion from the danger of third par-
ties such as suppliers and other
parties, and ascertain funding
sources, verifying suspicions of
money laundering .

The agreement was signed by
Oman Data Park CEO Maqbool
al Wahaibi and Crossword Cy-
bersecurity group managing di-
rector Stuart Jubb.

“We are pleased to sign a
partnership agreement with an
international company such as
Crossword, to transfer technol-

ogy related to cyber security to
ensure the protection of the sen-
sitive data of government enti-
ties and private companies in the
Sultanate of Oman, in particular,
combating against external at-
tacks that targeting some public
and private companies where
they are penetrating their de-
vices and affecting their data and
incurring heavy losses for them,”
Oman Data Park CEO said.

“We delight to call on govern-
ment agencies and companies to
take advantage of high-tech

services to bridge the gap in the
areas of cyber security informa-
tion sharing,” Maqbool added.

Khalid bin Ali al Maskari, Di-
rector of Development at Cross-
word Cybersecurity said,
“Signing an agreement with
Oman Data is considered a
strategic step to set a cyber-se-
curity plan at the regional level,
while this agreement allows ex-
panding cyber security services
and enhances the skills of na-
tional cadres with professional
experiences.”

“This agreement provides a
quantum leap in providing vari-
ous services in the Sultanate of
Oman through Oman Data Park,
to government agencies and
companies, aiming to secure their
sensitive data and information, as
well as exchanging experiences
with reputable international com-
panies in the field of cyber secu-
rity, such as Crossword
Cybersecurity in the UK.”

Crossword, a British global
company in the field of cyber se-
curity solutions, its vision is to
partner with organisations to
keep them secure in the digital
world. Crossword offers a range
of cyber security solutions to
help companies understand and
reduce cyber security risk,
through a combination of ex-
perts, process and technology, in
the form of an experienced con-
sulting team, managed services
and  products. Crossword’s areas
of emphasis are cyber security
strategy and risk, supply chain
cyber, threat detection and re-
sponse, and digital identity.

Oman Data Park signs agreement with
Crossword to reduce cybersecurity risk
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GeMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21
This is a day full of hopeful events, and you should be able to sense a

new beginning, because something new is coming right around the

corner. Your senses are sharp and on target, so today is a good day to

take a big risk. You know what to stand behind and what to avoid, so

trust yourself. Some fresh, new ideas are going to pop into your head at

surprising times. Put them on the back burner if you don't have time to

deal with them today, because there will be some real gems there. 

taURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20
Have faith that success is something you can achieve, and soon. It's

true that not everything can be on your timetable, but that doesn't

mean that things aren't going to happen. Right now, you're suffering

from a bout of impatience, and you need to cure yourself of it. Get

active with the lighter side of your life as soon as possible. If you can

spend your time laughing, you won't worry so much about progress

on the heavier stuff. 

TEST YOUR 
KNoWLedGe

answers:1. A   2. D  3.  C

CaNCeR JUNE 22-JULY 22
Ideas about duration could be dominating your mind today. You're

thinking more and more about making things last. In terms of your

romantic life, you might be finally be ready to make the type of

commitment that's always intimidated you before. On the job, you might

want to put more of yourself into what you do every day and identify

whose job you want to be promoted into in the future. Your ambition is

starting to wake up, and you're starting to think more about enduring. 

Leo JULY 23-AUGUST 22
All the power is completely in your hands today, so if you see something

you don't like too much, you should do something about it! This rule

applies to emotional issues as well as aesthetic situations, so don't be too

surprised if you need to pull someone aside for a quiet heart-to-heart talk

in order to smooth over a sensitive topic. To counteract potential

problems or conflicts, try to avoid whatever makes you uncomfortable or

puts you in a negative state of mind. 

LIBRa SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22
From dawn to dusk today you will have all the energy you need to stay

focused and in control. This is a day when any collaborations you

make will have the greatest chance of being successful. Working with

others will involve a real, respectful exchange of ideas. You won't have

to worry about any big power grabs. You're gaining a growing

understanding of your situation, and that is giving you more

confidence and a better strategy for figuring out what to do next. 

VIRGo AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22
Most of your opinions have been formed over the years by life

experience and true passion, but that doesn't mean that they can't be

revised. Changing your mind (for the right reasons) is never a sign of

weakness. In fact, it's a sign of maturity and intelligence. So keep your

mind open today and be willing to reevaluate some long-held beliefs.

Things have been shifting in your life, and your perspectives need to

adapt to those changes. 

SCoRpIo OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21
Someone close to you needs you to give them something, and it could

be a gesture or commitment you are not ready to give. So instead of

simply giving them what they want, you need to teach them how to

find it for themselves. Over the years you've learned a lot about getting

what you want, so why not share that with them? You might be telling

them something they don't want to hear, but in the end it will be better

for both of you if you put yourself first, at least for now. 

SaGIttaRIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER21
Where's the fire? There is no reason to rush through this day.

Whether you're egged on by your own expectations or by annoying

peer pressure, there's no good reason not to take things slowly. If

you have some exciting plans for this evening, that's fine, but that

doesn't mean you should forget about what's going on today.

Everything and everyone you encounter right now is worth your full

attention. 

aQUaRIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18
It's like there's a giant magnifying glass on your life right now, and

every little thing you do is definitely magic! Your slightest movement

could cause some major earthquakes that shift around the status

quo and make people notice you in a whole new light. Everything is

starting to fall into place in terms of your health or physical routine.

It's about time you realized that if you put real effort into something,

real results will come out of it. 

CapRICoRN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
Be careful with what you say today and keep in mind that

eavesdropping is a popular pastime for the folks around you right

now. They are all hungry for information and gossip. Not only do you

need to be conservative in what you say, but you have to be thorough

as well, which is a tricky proposition. Organize your thoughts and say

what needs to be said and nothing more. If you make sure you cover

all your bases, you'll be well protected and sure to shine. 

pISCeS FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20
Your continued effort in a new relationship, either professional or

personal, could pay off in a big way. Expect a phone call or email that

connects all the dots and finalizes a new direction for both of you. This

alliance signifies more than an opportunity for progress. This is a new

opportunity for you to express a side of yourself that doesn't get a lot of

exposure. You are growing, and right now it's the people in your life

who are nurturing that growth. 

aRIeS MARCH 21-APRIL 19
You need to put some more effort into planning if you want your

latest project to go as well as possible. It's true that this isn't the fun,

glamorous, or exciting part of things, but it will be well worth the

effort. Unless you line up the right people and book the necessary

places soon, you could be left out in the cold. There are some bigger

challenges coming up for you, and if you want them to be stress-free

then preparation is crucial. Load up on supplies just in case. 
01. What is notable about the
date Friday 15 October 1582 in
Western history?
A. It was the first day observed
under the Gregorian calendar
B. John Dee revealed the occult
Enochian language
C. The first play by William
Shakespeare was staged
D. The Douay–Rheims Bible,
translated from the Latin Vul-
gate into English, was published

02. The character created by
O. Henry in his 1907 short
story "The Caballero's Way"
formed the basis, although
considerably softened, for the
main character in what 1950s
US TV series?
A. Fury
B. Buffalo Bill, Jr
C. Casey Jones
D. The Cisco Kid

03. Which of these is the old-
est known complex scientific
calculator, sometimes called
the first analogue computer?
A. Scheutz's engine
B. Babbage's difference engine
C. Antikythera mechanism
D. Harvard Mark I

LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 and

only one instance of each number

You have three minutes to find
all the words contained in this
word. 

Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don’t count

WoRd BUILdeR

do YoU SUdoKU?BoGGLeR

SU
d

o
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a
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N
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eR

Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by
linking adjacent letters - to the left,
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal
to each other. The Boggles Classic
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words
are valued at one point for each
letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one
point, a four letter word is  worth
two points, and so on. Valid words
must be at least three letters long. 
Solution 20-25 words:
Excellent, 15-20 words: Very
good, 10-15 words: Good, 
5-10 words: Average

aCRoSS

1) Increased

6) Person of action

10) Fairy-tale beast

14) Anklebones

15) "Cogito, _ sum"

16) Face-to-face exam

17) How some lay it on?

20) Tailor-made line

21) Sporty headgear

22) Pats down

23) Type of alcohol

25) Sugar bowl marchers

26) von Bismarck

28) Matching audio to

video

32) Zoo heavyweight,

briefly

34) Goals

35) It's on the streets

38) Tremendously,

slangily

42) Bonanza find

43) Feature of 32-Across

44) Coach

45) Insomniac's symp-

tom

48) _-European

49) London hoosegow,

once

51) Class reminders

53) Resolve, as a dispute

55) "_ little spice to your

life"

56) Word with "jam" or

"roll"

59) It's overwhelming

62) Very thin, as a line

63) Computer info

64) Dine at home

65) Perfect place

66) Use a coffee spoon

67) Brings about, biblical

style

doWN

1) Ogden's state

2) Blanched

3) Watchful hours?

4) Low or high end?

5) Abandon

6) With all one's heart

7) Dog bowl bits

8) It might need a boost

9) Good vantage point

10) Showing awe, per-

haps

11) Matter for the mill

12) Sets up, as pool balls

13) Moose cousins

18) _ down a bunt (sacri-

fices)

19) Word with "mass" or

"rapid"

24) Vocal sound

26) About

27) God with a hammer

29) Mary Poppins was

one

30) Oft-mooched item,

briefly

3 l ) "This tape will self-

destruct ... " org.

33) Desdemona's man

35) Exchange words?

36) Battery contents

37) Nevada city

39) Coal carrier

40) Anger

41) A Great Lake

45) Definitely not ripe

46) Ingratiate oneself

4 7) Creates an instant

lawn

49) Ice-cold

50) Pay reparations, e.g.

52) Sealed, as a package

53) Strongbox

54) Discontinues

55) Not backing

57) Name on elevators

58) Dapper fellow

60) Cereal morsel

61) Doctor in a 1964

movie

KIDS COLOURInG
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Pravdyne, Ukraine - After endur-
ing more than eight months of
Russian soldiers occupying her
village near Kherson, Svetlana
Galak said she cried ‘tears of
happiness’ when Ukrainian sol-
diers arrived to liberate them.

“I don’t know when the Rus-
sians arrived, but I only know one
thing - that yesterday, or the day
before yesterday, I saw a Ukrain-
ian soldier and I was relieved,”
the 43-year-old told AFP.

“I had tears of happiness, that
finally Ukraine is liberated,” she
said. Her village Pravdyne is lo-
cated about 20km (12 miles)
northwest of Kherson - a region
and its capital city that were cap-
tured by Russian forces shortly
after their invasion in late Febru-
ary. On Friday, Russia said it had
withdrawn more than 30,000
troops from the region, with
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky declaring Kherson
‘ours’ as residents reacted with

joy and jubilation.
Galak is among the 180 re-

maining in Pravdyne, a small vil-
lage located in the middle of an
agricultural plain that had 1,000

residents before the war.
Some of the roofs of buildings

appear blasted off, and several
homes have been destroyed. De-
bris of anti-mine parts and explo-

sives litter the village’s fields - a
remnant of bombing campaigns.

Kyiv’s recapture of the south-
ern region, which serves as a
gateway to the Black Sea, was

also a bittersweet moment for
her - Galak’s 15-year-old daugh-
ter had been killed in a bombing
raid on the village.

“I will tell you honestly, I was
not happy that Russians were
here, and my child died. It is hard
for me,” she said.

Mistreatment,
hunger 
Her husband Viktor told AFP of
mistreatment under some of the
soldiers, like when he was once
stopped when he went to a dif-
ferent part of Pravdyne to visit
his mother.

“The Russians stopped us and
forced us to kneel,” the 44-year-
old told AFP.

While questioning him on
whether he really was a resident
of the village, another soldier tied
his arms and legs.

“Then one of them came and
said he was going to put a
grenade under me so I wouldn’t

run away,” he said.
He then told them that his

daughter had already been killed
and asked them: “Why do you
want to put a grenade under me?
Do you want to kill us all or
what? What is your aim? Are
you fascists?” he recounted.

Luckily, before he could be in-
terrogated, another soldier
recognised Viktor and informed
his captors, who then released
him.

“We were happy when we
saw Ukrainian soldiers, because
we are Ukrainians,” he said,
adding that the occupation was
also difficult due to the lack of
food.

“The Russian soldiers brought
sweets, cans, food and everyone
took it because no one wanted to
die of hunger.”

Despite his run-in with some
soldiers, many others ‘did not
want to fight’, Viktor said. “They
were sitting around, not very

happy to be here and not be with
their families.”

On Saturday, volunteers were
seen coming in with a van to dis-
tribute food aid. Two women
hugged each other while crying.

Svetlana Striletska, 50, told
AFP that 23 people were killed in
the village since the occupation.

The 50-year-old school prin-
cipal and deputy councillor of
Pravdyne had helped with ferry-
ing in humanitarian aid, making
butter and sunflower oil in a little
factory before the Russians de-
stroyed it.

She and her husband had to
flee Pravdyne, she said.

“I will never forget it, a man
from the village ran up to us and
told me: ‘You have to run away,
because they are looking for
you’,” she told AFP.

“I knew I had to choose be-
tween being killed or running
away.”
AFP

‘Tears of happiness’: Ukrainians rejoice after liberation from Russians

Residents of Kherson temporarily living in Odessa celebrate the liberation of their native town in front of The

Odessa National Academic Opera and Ballet Theatre in Odessa, on Saturday (AFP)

Jerusalem - Israel’s veteran ex-
premier Benjamin Netanyahu se-
cured a mandate on Sunday to
form a new government, paving
the way for his comeback at the
helm of what is expected to be
the most right-wing administra-
tion in the country’s history.

After a period of unprece-
dented political gridlock that
forced five elections in less than
four years, November 1 polls
gave Netanyahu and his far-right
allies a clear majority in the 120-
seat parliament.

“I have decided to assign to
you, Benjamin Netanyahu, the
task of forming a government,”
President Isaac Herzog told him
at a ceremony in Jerusalem.

Accepting the mandate, the
73-year-old Netanyahu vowed to
serve all Israelis, ‘those who
voted for us and those who did
not - it is my responsibility’.

The veteran right-winger,
who is fighting corruption alle-
gations in court, will have at
least 28 days to build a coalition
with his allies - two ultra-Ortho-
dox Jewish parties a rising ex-
treme-right alliance called
Religious Zionism.

Herzog noted Netanyahu’s
ongoing trial, saying: “I am not
oblivious, of course, to the fact
that there are ongoing legal pro-
ceedings against Mr Netanyahu
at the Jerusalem District Court,
and I do not trivialise this at all.”

But he noted that recent
precedent made clear Ne-
tanyahu could serve as prime
minister while contesting the
allegations.

Netanyahu’s next moves will

be closely scrutinised as unease
mounts in some quarters over
his policy plans and the goals of
his controversial governing part-
ners. The new government is
widely expected to pass sweep-
ing judicial reforms, a long-held
priority of Israel’s right.  That
could include a so-called ‘over-
ride clause’ giving parliament the
right to overrule the supreme
court any time it declares legis-
lation to be illegal.

Netanyahu’s government may
also take full control over ap-
pointing supreme court judges, a
role currently held by a panel of
lawmakers, sitting judges and
lawyers.

‘It is difficult for me to exag-
gerate the damage and danger’
of the proposed reforms, said
Suzie Navot, a constitutional law
professor at the Israel Democ-
racy Institute think tank.

‘Very sensitive
questions’ 
Netanyahu can seek a two-week
extension to his initial mandate,
but is expected to announce a
coalition deal reasonably quickly,
given broad ideological unity
within the incoming government.

Itamar  Ben-Gvir  and Bezalel
Smotrich,  co-leaders of the Reli-
gious Zionism bloc, have publicly
demanded control of two key

ministries - public security and
defence.

Ben-Gvir, a firebrand known
for anti-Arab rhetoric and incen-
diary calls for Israel to annex the
entire West Bank, has repeatedly
called for the security services to
use more force in countering
Palestinian unrest.

Violence has soared between
Israel and the Palestinians this
year. Recent months have been
the deadliest period in years in
the Israeli-occupied West Bank
according to the United Nations,
with near daily army raids and an
increase in clashes and attacks
on Israeli forces.

Netanyahu’s previous terms

in office saw what little remained
of the Middle East peace process
collapse in a surge of Israeli set-
tlement expansion in the occu-
pied West Bank.

Herzog, whose role is largely
symbolic, was reported to have
tried to convince outgoing pre-
mier Yair Lapid and his defence
minister Benny Gantz to form a

unity cabinet with Netanyahu, in
order to keep Ben-Gvir from en-
tering government.

The presidency publicly de-
nied the claims.

But Herzog this week told
Ben-Gvir that he had received
‘questions from Israeli citizens
and world leaders... very sensi-
tive questions on human rights’.

“There is a certain image of
you and your party which seems,
and I’ll say it in all honesty, wor-
rying in many regards,” he added.
AFP

Israel’s Netanyahu tapped
to form next government

Israel’s President Isaac Herzog (right) and Chairman Benjamin Netanyahu shake hands after the former tasked

the latter with forming a new government, in Jerusalem, on Sunday (AFP)

I have decided to
assign to you
Benjamin
Netanyahu, the
task of forming a
government.I am
not oblivious, of
course, to the fact
that there are
ongoing legal
proceedings against
Mr Netanyahu
ISAAC HErZOG

Tehran, Iran - Iran’s judiciary has
charged more than 750 people in
three provinces for participating
in ‘recent riots’, local media re-
ported, amid nationwide protests
since the death of Mahsa Amini.

More than 2,000 people had
already been charged, nearly half
of them in the capital Tehran,
since the demonstrations began
in mid-September, according to
judiciary figures.

Dozens of people, mainly
demonstrators but also security
personnel, have been killed dur-
ing the protests, which the au-
thorities have branded as ‘riots’.

Judicial chief for the southern
province of Hormozgan, Mojtaba
Ghahremani, said 164 people
had been charged ‘after the re-
cent riots’, the judiciary’s Mizan
Online news website reported on
Sunday.

They face accusations includ-
ing ‘incitement to killing’, ‘harm-
ing security forces’, ‘propaganda
against the regime’ and ‘damag-
ing public property’, the website
said, adding that their trials

would begin ‘from Thursday in
the presence of their lawyers’.

Another 276 people were
charged in the central province of
Markazi, its judiciary chief
Abdol-Mehdi Mousavi was
quoted as saying by state news
agency IRNA. However, 100
young people were released after
signing pledges not to participate
in any future ‘riots’, IRNA said.

In central Isfahan province, ju-
dicial chief Asadollah Jafari said
316 cases had been filed in con-
nection with the recent strife.

Twelve have already gone to
trial, the Tasnim news agency re-
ported him as saying late on Sat-
urday. Amini’s death on
September 16 came days after
her arrest by the morality police
for an alleged breach of the
country’s strict dress rules for
women.

Authorities have denied
claims by rights groups abroad
that some 15,000 people have
been detained in the ensuing
unrest.
AFP

Iran charges more
than 750 people
after ‘recent riots’

Two Iranian men holding hands and showing the victory sign during

protests in Zahedan city on Friday (AFP)

Ljubljana,  Slovenia - Slovenians
were voting on Sunday in a run-
off poll expected to elect the
country’s first woman president
- a lawyer linked to former US
first lady Melania Trump.

Natasa Pirc Musar, backed by
the centre-left government, is
running against ex-foreign min-
ister Anze Logar, a veteran of
conservative politics, in the EU
country of two million.

A lawyer, Pirc Musar was
hired to protect the interests of
Slovenian-born Trump during
her husband’s presidency, stop-
ping companies attempting to
commercialise products with her
name.

She is forecast to win just
slightly above 50 per cent of the
vote, ahead of Logar who is due

to get between 44 and 49 per
cent, according to the latest
polls.

Pirc Musar, who headed the
country’s data protection author-

ity for a decade, says her victory
would make her ‘the voice of
women’ in Slovenia and abroad.

Though the president’s role is
largely ceremonial, the human

rights advocate has vowed to be
a ‘moral authority’.

“The president cannot be neu-
tral... and have no opinion... I
have never been afraid to speak
out,” the former television pre-
senter, 54, told AFP.

Pirc Musar, who is a keen mo-
torcyclist, has come under attack
because of her husband’s lucra-
tive investments - especially in
tax havens.

Her opponent Logar, 46, also
ran as an independent but is a
long-time member of the Sloven-
ian Democratic Party (SDS) of
Janez Jansa, who failed in his bid
to be re-elected as premier in
April.

“I entered this campaign to
win,” Logar said, casting his bal-
lot in the capital Ljubljana.

Critics accused Jansa of at-
tacking media freedom and the
judiciary and undermining the
rule of law in his latest term in of-
fice. Logar plays the cello and is
a keen mountaineer who cycled
to the presidential debates.

“It is good if the president rep-
resents a different view than the
ruling coalition - (it) provides
more balance... which is better
for a democratic system,” Logar
told AFP ahead of Sunday’s vote.

Newspaper columnist Uros
Esih said Pirc Musar has sur-
rounded herself with ‘strong ad-
visers’, allowing her to compete
with the relatively more experi-
enced Logar. But Logar would
‘more likely be a mere instru-
ment’ of Jansa’s party, Esih said.
AFP

Musar tipped to be Slovenia’s first woman president

This file photo shows Natasa Pirc Musar attending a TV debate in

Ljubljana, ahead of Slovenia’s presidential elections, on October 17 (AFP)

Baghdad, Iraq - Lebanon extra-
dited a man said to be a grand-
nephew of Saddam Hussein to
Iraq, where he is accused of in-
volvement in a massacre by
the Islamic State group, a se-
curity source said on Saturday.

Abdullah Sabawi was extra-
dited on Friday, the Iraqi secu-
rity source told AFP on
condition of anonymity, de-
scribing him as the ‘son of a
nephew’ of the executed dicta-
tor. ;He is accused of having
been a member of IS and hav-
ing participated in the Speicher
massacre’ of 2014, in which up
to 1,700 air force cadets were
executed by the militant group,
the source added.

A Lebanese judicial source
said Sabawi ‘was detained on

June 11’ following an Interpol
notice calling for his arrest over
his alleged involvement in the
massacre. “Iraq requested his
extradition,” the source added.
Sabawi’s family has denied the
accusations, telling AFP he had
been in Yemen at the time of
the killings.

The Camp Speicher mas-
sacre was considered one of
IS’s worst crimes after it took
over large parts of Iraq in 2014.

Video footage released by
IS showed an assembly-line
style massacre in which gun-
men herded their victims to-
wards the banks of the Tigris,
shot them in the back of the
head and pushed them into the
river one after the other.
AFP

Lebanon extradites to Iraq
Saddam’s grandnephew
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Washington,  US - President Joe
Biden’s Democrats retained con-
trol of the US Senate on Satur-
day, a remarkable midterm
election result that defied predic-
tions of a Republican win over
both houses of Congress.

Midterms traditionally deliver
a rejection of the party in power,
and with inflation surging and
Biden’s popularity in the dol-
drums, Republicans had been ex-
pecting to ride a mighty ‘red
wave’ and capture the Senate
and the House of Representa-
tives. But the wave never got
much beyond a ripple, and on
Saturday US networks called the
key Senate race in Nevada for
Democrat incumbent Catherine
Cortez Masto, giving the party
the 50 seats it needs for an effec-
tive majority.

The win clinches Democratic

control in the Senate as Vice
President Kamala Harris can cast
the tie-breaking vote if the upper
chamber is evenly split 50-50.

“I feel good and I’m looking
forward to the next couple
years,” Biden said of the result,
speaking at a meeting of South-
east Asian leaders in Phnom
Penh on Sunday.

Biden, due to meet Chinese
President Xi Jinping on the side-
lines of the G20 summit on
Monday, said control of the Sen-
ate would bolster his position in
the talks.

“I know I’m coming in
stronger,” he said of the
midterms’ impact.

One Senate race remains up
in the air - a runoff in Georgia set
for December 6, in which the De-
mocrats could add to their ma-
jority. The result in the House of
Representatives still hangs in the
balance, and while Republicans
are slightly favoured to take con-
trol, it would be with a far smaller
majority than they had envisaged
going into Tuesday’s election.

Senate Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer was quick to ring in his
party’s win, tweeting the result
was a ‘vindication’ of Democrats’
achievements.

Speaking minutes after the
projections were announced,

Schumer said the result showed
Americans ‘soundly rejected the
anti-democratic, authoritarian,
nasty and divisive direction the
MAGA Republicans wanted to
take our country,’ referring to for-
mer president Donald Trump’s
‘Make America Great Again’
movement.

Trump was omnipresent on
the campaign trail, putting his
thumb on key Republican pri-

maries and holding rallies nation-
wide, during which he repeated
his baseless claims of fraud in the
2020 race.

Call to ‘come
together’ 
While more than 100 Republican
candidates who challenged the
2020 presidential election re-
sults won their races, according
to US media projections, some of

Trump’s hand-picked candidates
underperformed and the Repub-
licans’ poor showing overall was
a damaging political blow.

Trump is set to declare his
2024 White House bid on Tues-
day - an announcement he had
planned as a triumphant follow-
on to an expected crushing elec-
tion victory by the party he still
dominates.

Maintaining control of the

Senate means Biden and the De-
mocrats will retain key leverage
in legislative debates, particularly
in domestic and foreign spending
policy.

Schumer underscored that
the Democrats’ win would en-
sure a ‘firewall’ against moves by
Republicans in Congress to fur-
ther curtail abortion rights - a key
issue in the midterms.

But the Senator for New York
also urged the two parties to ‘try

to come together’ to end ‘divisive
negativity.’

The two parties had been
neck-and-neck at 49 seats each
after Democrat Mark Kelly was
projected to win a tight Senate
race in Arizona on Friday
evening.

The former astronaut beat out
challenger Blake Masters, who
has not yet conceded defeat and
was backed by Trump.

Trump’s response to the Ari-
zona result was to double down
on unfounded claims of ballot
rigging, posting on his Truth So-
cial platform that the Democrat’s
victory was a ‘scam’ and the re-
sult of ‘voter fraud.’

The underwhelming outcome
for Republicans has prompted a
bout of internal finger-pointing,
with targets including Trump,
party leaders and campaign
messaging.

US media on Saturday cited
a letter circulated by three Re-
publican senators calling for the
postponement of party leader-
ship elections currently sched-
uled for the middle of next
week.

“We are all disappointed that
a Red Wave failed to materialise,
and there are multiple reasons it
did not,” the letter said.

“We need to have serious dis-
cussions within our conference
as to why and what we can do to
improve our chances in 2024,” it
added.

After the Senate result was
projected, Republican Senator
from Missouri Josh Hawley
called in a tweet for the party to
‘build something new.’

“The old party is dead. Time
to bury it.”
AFP

US Democrats maintain Senate majority

Demonstrators gather at a rally to protest midterm election results outside of Maricopa County Tabulation and

Election Center in Phoenix, Arizona, on Saturday (AFP)

Republicans
had been
expecting to
ride a mighty
red wave and
capture the
Senate

I feel good and I am
looking forward to
the next couple of
years. I know I am
coming in stronger
joe biden

Rome,  Italy - Italian anti-mafia
journalist Roberto Saviano
stands trial next week on
defamation charges brought by
Giorgia Meloni, now Italy’s
prime minister, for a 2020 out-
burst criticising her stance on
migrants.

Meloni’s far-right Brothers of
Italy was at the time a small op-
position party, but took office last
month after a sweeping election
victory driven in part by its prom-
ise to stop the flow of migrants
across the Mediterranean.

Saviano, who is best known
for his  international mafia best-
seller Gomorrah, faces up to three
years in prison if convicted in the
trial, which opens on Tuesday.

The 43-year-old told AFP it
was an ‘unequal confrontation,
decidedly grotesque’, while press
freedom groups warned it sent a
‘chilling message’ to journalists.

Watchdogs say such trials are
symbolic of a culture in Italy in
which public figures - often
politicians - intimidate reporters
with repeated lawsuits, threaten-
ing the erosion of a free and in-
dependent press. Italy ranked
58th in the 2022 world press
freedom index published by Re-
porters Without Borders, the
lowest level in western Europe.

Intimidation 
The case dates back to Decem-
ber 2020 when Saviano was
asked on political TV chat show
‘Piazzapulita’ for a comment on
the death of a  six-month-old

baby from Guinea in a shipwreck.
He pointed a finger at Meloni

and Matteo Salvini, the leader of
the anti-immigrant League party,
which is now part of her coalition
government.

Meloni said in 2019 that char-
ity vessels which rescue mi-
grants ‘should be sunk’, while
Salvini, as interior minister that
same year, blocked the vessels
from docking. “I just want to say
to Meloni, and Salvini, you bas-
tards! How could you?” Saviano
said on the show.

Meloni sued, as did Salvini,
whose separate case is expected
to go to trial in February.

PEN International, an organi-
sation that defends free speech,
sent an open letter to Meloni this
week urging her to drop the case.

“Pursuing your case against
him would send a chilling mes-
sage to all journalists and writers
in the country, who may no
longer dare to speak out for fear
of reprisals,” it said.

Meloni will be represented by
lawyer Andrea Delmastro, who
she recently nominated deputy
justice minister.

Saviano said he has been sued
for defamation ‘dozens of times’,
but only Meloni and Salvini’s
suits have gone to trial.

The author, who has been
under police protection since
publishing Gomorrah due to
threats from the mafia, said the
tactic was to ‘intimidate one in
order to intimidate 100’.
AFP

Press freedom
fears as Italy PM
Meloni takes 
Saviano to trial

Italian writer Roberto Saviano (left) and Italy’s new prime minister

Giorgia Meloni (AFP)

Lille, France - Rescue workers re-
trieved one body early on Sunday
in the northern French town of
Lille, following an hours-long
search through the rubble of two
collapsed buildings.

Two small adjoining houses
collapsed in a shopping street
in the city centre at around
9:15am local time (0815 GMT)
on Saturday.

At first the collapses did not
appear to have caused any casu-
alties. The homes were evacu-
ated during the night as a
precaution following a warning
by a resident that one of the
walls was ‘warped’, police said.

Authorities soon realised a
doctor was missing after calls to
his phone went unanswered. He
had been lent an apartment in
the building for the weekend.

A body was located shortly
before 1:30am on Sunday and
fire service Lieutenant Colonel
Stephane Beauventre, who is
leading the rescue operations,
said they believed the victim was
the doctor.

“The body went to the foren-
sic institute. It will be clearly
identified later,” Beauventre said.

Officials visited neighbour-
ing houses on Saturday to
check for cracks or gas leaks
after the collapse.

A resident of one of the build-
ings first noticed something was
amiss in the early hours of Satur-
day, when he returned home and
saw that ‘the building had

moved’.
“We could not open the door,

we heard rubble falling,” Thibault
Lemay told French radio, adding
that he immediately warned
emergency services.

Municipal police and firefight-
ers decided to evacuate the
buildings, as ‘there was a real
risk’, said Lille’s mayor Martine
Aubry.
AFP

One body found after buildings
collapse in French town Lille

Phnom Penh,  Cambodia -
Australian Prime Minister An-
thony Albanese on Sunday
hailed a ‘positive’ meeting
with Chinese premier Li Ke-
qiang - the first in-person en-
counter between leaders of
the two countries since 2019.

Albanese, whose Labour
government is keen to scrape
the ice off of Canberra’s frosty
relationship with Beijing,
spoke to Li at a gala dinner on
Saturday night at the Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian Na-
tions summit in Phnom Penh.

“I had a great conversation
with Premier Li. It was very
positive and constructive,”
Albanese told reporters on
Sunday.

Ties with Beijing had hit an
all-time low in recent years
under the previous conserva-
tive government in Australia.

China whacked Australia
with trade sanctions costing
billions of dollars in merchan-
dise and service exports after

Canberra called for an inde-
pendent inquiry into the ori-
gins of the coronavirus
pandemic.

Former prime minister
Scott Morrison was the last
Australian leader to speak
with Li and Chinese President
Xi Jinping in 2019.

Saturday was the first time
Li and Albanese met in person,
and they discussed the 50-
year anniversary of the two
countries’ diplomatic ties.

“I think it’s a good thing that
it happened. I’ve said repeat-
edly about the relationship
with China - that we should
cooperate where we can and
that dialogue was always a
good thing,” Albanese said.

Asked if he thought China
was looking to recalibrate its
relationship with other coun-
tries, he answered: “We
should cooperate with China
where we can and that’s what
we’re doing.”
AFP

Australian PM hails talk
with Chinese premier Li

Firefighters inspect a collapsed building as they search for victims in the

city of Lille, northern France, on Saturday (AFP)

Phnom Penh,  Cambodia - US
President Joe Biden said on Sun-
day he will seek to establish ‘red
lines’ in America’s fraught rela-
tions with Beijing when he holds
high-stakes talks with Chinese
counterpart Xi Jinping.

Biden said he goes into Mon-
day’s encounter on the sidelines
of a G20 summit in Indonesia
stronger after his Democratic
Party’s unexpected success in
midterm elections they were
forecast to lose heavily.

Washington and Beijing are at
loggerheads over issues ranging
from trade to human rights in
China’s Xinjiang region and the
status of the self-ruled island of
Taiwan. Biden said he expected
candid talks with Xi.

“I know Xi Jinping, he knows
me,” he added, saying they have
always had ‘straightforward dis-
cussions’.

The two men have known
each for more than a decade,
since Biden’s time as vice-presi-
dent, but Monday will see them
meet face-to-face for the first
time in their current roles.

“We have very little misun-
derstanding. We just got to fig-
ure out what the red lines are,”
Biden said.

White House officials say
Biden will push China to use its
influence to rein in North Korea
after a record-breaking spate of
missile tests sent fears soaring
that the reclusive regime will
soon carry out its seventh nu-
clear test.

Biden had a fillip overnight

with the news that the Democ-
rats retained their effective ma-
jority in the US Senate thanks to
Catherine Cortez Masto winning
in Nevada.

Japan, S. Korea talks 
Biden will meet his South Ko-
rean counterpart Yoon Suk-yeol
and Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida on Sunday to dis-
cuss ways to address the threat
posed by the North’s missile

programme.
China is Pyongyang’s main

ally and US officials say that,
while Biden will not make de-
mands, he will warn Xi that fur-
ther missile and nuclear build-up
would mean the United States
boosting its military presence in
the region - something Beijing
bitterly opposes.

“North Korea represents a
threat not just to the United
States, not just to (South Korea)
and Japan but to peace and sta-
bility across the entire region,”
US National Security Advisor
Jake Sullivan told reporters.

Kim Jong Un’s regime ramped
up missile launches in response
to large-scale US-South Korean
air exercises, which the North
described as ‘aggressive and
provocative’.

Biden on Sunday held talks
with Prime Minister Anthony Al-
banese of Australia, a key re-
gional ally and member of the
Quad security group.

Beijing has denounced the
Quad, which also includes the
United States, Japan and India, as

an attempt to isolate it.

Diplomatic blitz 
Biden flew to Phnom Penh from
the COP27 climate conference
as part of US efforts to boost its
influence in Southeast Asia as a
counter to China.

China has been flexing its
muscles - through trade, diplo-
macy and military clout - in re-
cent years in a region it sees as
its strategic backyard.

Biden told leaders at an East
Asia Summit - including Chinese
Premier Li Keqiang - on Sunday
that the United States would
speak out against Beijing’s rights
abuses, according to a White
House press release.

A day earlier Biden took a
veiled swipe at Beijing in talks
with leaders from the Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) regional bloc.

He said the United States
would work with ASEAN to ‘de-
fend against the significant
threats to rules-based order and
threats to the rule of law’.
AFP

Biden to seek red lines in talks with Xi Jinping

US President Joe Biden speaks as he attends the East Asia Summit during

the 40th and 41st ASEAN Summits in Phnom Penh on Sunday (AFP)
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London,  UK - Charles III led his
first Remembrance Sunday
event as king, laying a wreath in
tribute to UK and Common-
wealth war dead, as Britain’s
new prime minister also lauded
Ukraine’s defenders.

The 73-year-old monarch
had  previously deputised for his
mother Queen Elizabeth II, who
died in September aged 96 after
a year of failing health.

Since 2017, she had watched
the annual service from a bal-
cony of the foreign ministry over-
looking the Cenotaph in central
London.

Last year a back complaint
forced Elizabeth to miss the cer-
emony, just weeks after an un-
scheduled overnight stay in
hospital.

Charles, who served in the
Royal Navy in the 1970s, laid a
wreath on her behalf.

Now king and commander-in-
chief of British forces, he laid his
first wreath at the war memorial
as reigning monarch, dressed in

a field marshal’s ceremonial uni-
form. Charles stood in silence
after depositing the ring of red
artificial poppies - Britain’s sym-
bol of remembrance.

The wreath was mounted on
black leaves, with a ribbon in the
king’s scarlet, purple and gold
horseracing colours.

Two minutes’ silence was ob-
served after Big Ben tolled 11
times, marking the resumption of
full operations for the newly re-
stored Great Clock in the nearby
Houses of Parliament.

Cannon fire marked the be-
ginning and end of the silence,
culminating in buglers playing

the Last Post in front of the
Cenotaph, before UK politicians
and Commonwealth ambassa-
dors laid their own wreaths.

New Conservative leader
Rishi Sunak was attending his
first Remembrance Sunday as
prime minister.

“This year more than ever, we

are reminded of the huge debt of
gratitude we owe those who lay
down their lives to protect their
country,” Sunak said in a state-
ment. “As we fall silent together
on Remembrance Sunday, we
will honour the memories of the
men and women we have lost,
and pay tribute to the brave sol-

diers of Ukraine as they continue
their fight for freedom.”

‘Special poignancy’
Speaking to Sky News, Chief of
the Defence Staff Admiral Tony
Radakin said there was particular
emotion attached to this Re-
membrance Sunday.

“I think there’s a special
poignancy this year with both the
loss of Her Majesty, another loss
of a Second World War veteran,”
he said.

“I also think it’s poignant when
we have once again the spectre
of war in Europe and all that that
entails, and a country that’s been
invaded and is fighting for its
freedom,” he said, referring to
war in Ukraine.

Remembrance Sunday in
Britain is the culmination of
days of events to pay tribute to
all those who lost their lives in
conflict.

On Thursday Queen Consort
Camilla laid a cross at the Field of
Remembrance outside London’s
Westminster Abbey, alongside
70,000 other symbols left by
military associations, and a
space dedicated to Elizabeth.

On Friday - Armistice Day,
marking the end of hostilities in
World War I - a service was held
at the National Memorial Ar-
boretum in central England.

The king, queen and senior
family members on Saturday at-
tended an annual concert organ-
ised by the Royal British Legion
veterans’ charity.

On Sunday, around 10,000
veterans marched past the
Cenotaph including 400 who
fought in the Falklands War, 40
years ago.

Other royals attending on
Sunday included Charles’s eldest
son and heir, Prince William, and
William’s wife Kate.
AFP

Britain’s King Charles III attends the Remembrance Sunday ceremony at the Cenotaph on Whitehall in central London, on Sunday (AFP)

He laid his first
wreath at the
war memorial
as reigning
monarch,
dressed in a
field marshal’s
uniform 

Charles III leads first Remembrance Sunday

G20 ministers
launch $1.4bn
pandemic fund

Nusa Dua,  Indonesia - G20
health and finance ministers
launched a US$1.4bn fund on
Sunday to tackle the next global
pandemic ahead of the bloc’s
leaders gathering for a summit
on the Indonesian resort island of
Bali but the host’s president said
it was not enough.

The 24-nation fund is viewed
as one of the early global out-
comes of the summit next week
where little progress is expected
on the Ukraine crisis with Russian
President Vladimir Putin not in
attendance. It was launched at a
news conference on Sunday
opened by Indonesian President
Joko Widodo and addressed by
World Health Organization chief
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
and World Bank President David
Malpass.

“The G20 agrees to build a
pandemic fund to prevent and
prepare for a pandemic. Donors
from G20 and non-G20 mem-
bers, as well as philanthropic or-
ganisations, have contributed to
the funds. But it is not enough,”
Widodo said in a video address.

He said US$31bn was required
to tackle the next global pan-
demic. “We must ensure com-
munity resilience in the face of a
pandemic. A pandemic can no
longer take lives and destroy the
joints of the global economy.”

The United States has con-
tributed US$450mn to the fund,

nearly a third of the total.
US Treasury Secretary Janet

Yellen said the joint fund was an
example of what the G20 can do
to tackle global problems.

“I am proud of what we have
accomplished. I think the steps
we have taken this year will help
deliver on a vision of a healthier
and more responsive global
health architecture,” she said.

Indonesia was at one point an
epicentre of the COVID-19 pan-
demic when a wave of Delta
strain cases hit the country in
mid-2021.

Its health system was over-
whelmed by the number of infec-
tions and Jakarta produced its
own homegrown vaccine as
lower income countries became
frustrated at more developed na-
tions hoarding inoculations for
their citizens.
AFP

WWII-era planes collide during Dallas air show
Houston, US - At least two crew
members were killed when two
World-War-II-era planes col-
lided in mid-air at a show in Dal-
las, a pilots association said, with
witness footage showing Satur-
day’s crash ending in a fiery ex-
plosion on the ground.

By early on Sunday it was still
unclear exactly how many peo-
ple were in the two aircraft, a
Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress and a
smaller Bell P-63 Kingcobra, the
Federal Aviation Administration
said.

But the Allied Pilots Associa-
tion, the collective bargaining
agent for American Airlines, con-
firmed two of its retired mem-
bers died in the Texas accident.

“Our hearts go out to their
families, friends, and colleagues
past and present,” the group said
late on Saturday in a statement
on Twitter.

It was not yet known whether

anyone survived the afternoon
crash, which occurred during the
Wings Over Dallas Airshow at
Dallas Executive Airport.

Dallas Mayor Eric Johnson
called the incident ‘a terrible

tragedy,’ and said on Twitter that
‘no spectators or others on the
ground were reported injured.’

Hank Coates, the chief execu-
tive of the Commemorative Air
Force (CAF) whose planes were

involved in the accident, said the
B-17 ‘normally has a crew of four
or five’, while the P-63 is oper-
ated by a single-pilot.

He said the Sunday part of the
air show was cancelled.

Multiple videos posted on so-
cial media showed dramatic
scenes of the smaller plane de-
scending towards the lower-fly-
ing B-17 and crashing into it.

After the collision, the planes
appeared to break apart into sev-
eral large pieces before crashing
to the ground and exploding in a
ball of fire, creating a huge plume
of black smoke.

The crash scattered debris
across the airport grounds as
well as on a nearby highway and
strip mall, Johnson said.

The FAA said its agents and
the National Transportation
Safety Board would investigate
the incident.

The CAF’s Coates said the pi-
lots who operate the planes dur-
ing such shows are experienced
volunteers with ‘very thorough
training’ and are often retired
military pilots.
AFP

Smoke rises from the crash after two planes collided mid-air during the Wings Over Dallas Airshow at Dallas

Executive Airport, in Dallas, Texas, on Saturday (AFP)

Kabul,  Afghanistan - Gyms
and public baths are now
also off limits to Afghan
women, the Taliban con-
firmed on Sunday, days
after banning them from
parks and funfairs.

Women are increasingly
being squeezed out of pub-
lic life since the Taliban’s re-
turn last year despite the
hardline Islamists promis-
ing a softer version of the
harsh rule that charac-
terised their first stint in
power that ended in 2001.

Most female govern-
ment workers have lost
their jobs  while women are
also barred from travelling
without a male relative, and
must cover up with a burqa
or hijab when out of the
home.
AFP

Taliban ban
women from
gyms and
public baths

Vleuten,  Netherlands - Each
night before bedtime in the small
Dutch town of Vleuten, Evert van
Zijtveld lights two candles at a
concrete shrine next to his front
door to remember his murdered
children.

Eight years and four months
ago his daughter Frederique, 19,
and son Robert-Jan, 18, died with
296 others when Malaysia Air-
lines flight MH17 was shot from
the sky over war-torn Ukraine.

Now the 67-year-old is hoping
for justice and closure in a high-
security Dutch courtroom on
Thursday, where judges will de-
liver their verdicts on four sus-
pects who remain at large.

“Those who are responsible
for downing MH17 should be sent
to prison. If they are guilty, the in-
ternational community should
hunt them down,” Van Zijtveld
told AFP in an interview.

For Van Zijtveld and others
who lost loved ones when the
Boeing 777 travelling from Ams-
terdam to Kuala Lumpur was hit
by what prosecutors say was a
Russian-supplied missile, the loss

is still raw years later.
Large photographs of Fred-

erique and Robert-Jan adorn the
home of Van Zijtveld and his wife
Grace, who also lost her own
mother Neeltje Voorham, 77, and
stepfather Jan van der Steen, 71,
in the disaster.

One picture shows a smiling
Van Zijtveld cuddling his daugh-
ter, which in a tragic irony was
taken in the departures lounge at

Schiphol airport when Frederique
was departing on another trip.

‘Search for justice’
“Angry is not the right word,”
sighed Van Zijtveld, a tall and
dapper Dutchman who has
earned widespread respect
through his work in helping other
relatives of victims deal with their
grief, and setting up a fund for
under-privileged children.

“I am just very sad. My chil-
dren and my parents-in-law were
taking a holiday in the eastern
part of the world. They were hit
by a BUK. They were murdered.
They were wonderful people.”

Prosecutors say the four sus-
pects - three Russians and a
Ukrainian - played a key role in
supplying the missile and have
demanded life sentences if the
men are convicted.

About an hour’s drive to the
east, in the village of Renkum,
Sander Essers says he often lis-
tens to music to help him deal
with his grief.

The 72-year-old lost his
brother Peter, sister-in-law Jo-

lette Nuesink and their two chil-
dren Emma, 20 and Valentijn, 17.

“Some evenings I take some
time to listen to my brother’s
favourite Brazilian music, to think
about him and his family and to
cry,” Essers told AFP.

“For me, the verdict will be the
partial end for the search for jus-
tice for my dear family... I hope
the legal proof will be sufficient to
come to a verdict.”

Both Van Zijtveld and Essers
say the verdict, whatever the
judges decide, will be a milestone
after more than eight years of
heartache, often under the in-
tense glare of the media.

Many bereaved relatives tes-
tified during the trial which
started in March 2020, offering
heartbreaking accounts of the
impact from the loss of their
loved ones.

“This is a kind of a closure, this
phase. It’s too heavy to start it all
over again,” Van Zijtveld said.

He had tough words for the
four accused. “They are real cow-
ards for not coming to court.”
AFP

MH17 downing: Families hope for justice

Evert van Zijtveld, 67, poses

during an interview in Vleuten on

November 9,   (AFP)

US Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen (left) meet with G20 leaders before

launching a pandemic fund, in Nusa Dua on Sunday (AFP)

Donors from G20
and non-G20
members, as well as
philanthropic 
organisations have
contributed to the
funds. But its is
not enough
JOKO WIDODO



G
etting up close to Big Ben requires
earplugs, and ear defenders over
them to be safe. When the 13.7-
tonne bell sounds, the vibration

hits you in the chest.
After a five-year restoration project, the

world-famous ringer is now back with a
bong. The Great Clock towering above
Britain's Houses of Parliament is resuming
daily operations following the painstaking
renovation of more than 1,000 moving
parts.

When the clock's five cast-iron bells in-
cluding Big Ben fell silent in 2017, a mournful
crowd of parliamentarians and staff gath-
ered below. Some shed tears. 

Now, after a week of testing, normal
service resumed every 15 minutes from
11:00 am (1100 GMT) on Sunday (Novem-
ber 13).

The time marks the moment on Novem-
ber 11, 1918 when the guns fell silent in
World War I. In Britain, Remembrance Sun-
day immediately follows Armistice Day
every November 11.

They are two of the few occasions that
Big Ben and his partners have rung since
2017, along with New Year's Eve, when
Britain left the European Union in 2021, 
and the funeral of Queen Elizabeth II in 
September.

Atop the 96m Elizabeth Tower is the bel-
fry housing the bells - protected by exterior
netting to keep out bats and pigeons.

Beyond lie some of London's most spec-
tacular vistas. But parliament's three in-
house timekeepers don't have time to enjoy
the view.

Ian Westworth, 60, and his colleagues
have been busy overseeing the tests to en-
sure everything is in order after the £80mn
(US$90mn) restoration.

London calling
"It's the sound of London back again,"
Westworth told AFP on a dawn tour of the
tower. "The bell's sounded through wars,
and you try and imagine what this bell's ac-
tually seen - 160 years of development."

The Elizabeth Tower, previously called
the Clock Tower, was renamed in 2012 to
honour the late queen's diamond Jubilee.
When first built in the 1840s, it dominated
the Westminster skyline. Today, newer and
taller buildings lie nearby.

"You used to be able to hear this on a
quiet night up to 15 miles (24 kilometres)
away," Westworth said, as a chill wind whis-
tled through the belfry. "Now you're lucky
on a day like today if you can hear it the
other side of Parliament Square."

The five-year restoration involved clean-
ing and repainting each of the five bells'
hammers and arms. The bells themselves

stayed in place.
Big Ben sounds the hour, and is so large

that flooring in the tower beneath would
have to be dismantled if it ever had to be re-
moved. The four smaller bells around it
sound the quarter-hour.

The biggest job was taking apart the 11.5-
tonne clock mechanism dating from 1859 so
that every cog and pinion could be cleaned,
repaired and re-oiled by a specialist com-
pany in Cumbria, northwest England. Other
changes were cosmetic.

Twenty-eight round LED lights now illu-
minate the four clock faces, a balance of
green and white, offering the closest match
to how they would have looked in gas-lit
Victorian times.

Above the bells sits a taller LED light,
which glows white when parliament is in
session. State-of-the-art sprinklers have
been installed throughout the tower, al-
though the belfry is beyond reach of the sys-
tem.

Timeless technology
In past years before the renovation, parlia-
ment's timekeepers would benchmark the
Great Clock's time against the telephone
speaking clock.

Now, it is calibrated by GPS via Britain's
National Physical Laboratory.

The method to adjust the clock's timing
mechanism, however, remains old-fash-
ioned - pre-decimal pennies are added or re-
moved from weights attached to two giant
coiled springs, to make or lose a second.

As the top of the hour approaches, it is
time to don the ear defenders again for the
continuing series of tests. Big Ben bongs
seven times, setting off a bass vibrato in the
gantry around it.

While deafening, the unmistakeable peal
of the cracked bell is also a reassuring note
of constancy after a year of political up-
heaval in Britain, and as the rest of the par-
liamentary estate frays.

Political bickering over the costs is hold-
ing up a bigger renovation of the ageing
complex. But Westworth and his 35-year-
old colleague Alex Jeffrey remain focused
on the job in hand - tending to parliament's
2,000 clocks, many of them irreplaceable
antiques.

"Every day you're keeping time in a very
hands-on way, using technology, arts and
crafts," Jeffrey said. "It's very tactile, as is
maintaining the Great Clock," he added. "It's
the best job in the world."
AFP
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After a five-year
restoration project, the
world-famous ringer,
which was renamed
'Elizabeth Tower’ in 2012
to mark Queen Elizabeth
II's diamond jubilee, is
back with a bong!

ElizabEth towEr

It's the sound of London back
again. The bell’s sounded
through wars, and you try
and imagine what this bell's
actually seen - 160 years of
development
ian WestWorth

Alex Jeffrey, one of the three full-time timekeepers in

Britain's Houses of Parliament, explains the renovation

of the building's clock mechanism

File photos of the Elizabeth Tower, commonly referred to as Big Ben, at the Houses of Parliament in central London



K neeling on the edge of a
deep crater, astronaut
Alexander Gerst uses a
chisel to collect a sam-
ple of volcanic rock
which he carefully puts

inside a white plastic bag.
Gerst is not on the Moon, even if it looks

like it. He is in the middle of Los Volcanes
Natural Park on the island of Lanzarote in
Spain's Canary Islands, off the northwest
coast of Africa.

With its blackened lava fields, craters and
volcanic tubes, Lanzarote's geology can be
uncannily similar to that of the Moon and
Mars - so much so that the European Space
Agency (ESA) and NASA have for years been
sending astronauts to the island to train.

"This place has lavas that are very, very
similar to the ones that we find on the Moon,"
Gerst, a 46-year-old German astronaut with
the ESA, told AFP.

He said the island was 'a unique training
ground'.

Gerst, who has completed two missions
on the International Space Station, is one of
about a dozen astronauts who have taken
part in the ESA's Pangaea training course in
Lanzarote over the past decade.

Named after the ancient supercontinent,
Pangaea seeks to give astronauts as well as
space engineers and geologists the skills
needed for expeditions to other planets.

Trainees learn how to identify rock sam-
ples and collect them, do on-the-spot DNA
analysis of microorganisms, and communi-
cate their findings back to mission control.

"Here, they are put into the field to experi-
ence the exploration of a terrain, which is
something they will have to do on the Moon,"
said Francesco Sauro, the technical director
of the course.

Six-year eruption
Gerst said the Pangaea training course, which
he has just completed, helps prepare astro-
nauts to work in a remote setting on their
own. "If we run into a problem, we have to
solve it ourselves," he said.

He completed the Pangaea training along
with Stephanie Wilson, one of NASA's most
senior astronauts. Both are possible candi-

dates for NASA's crewed Moon missions.
Named for the goddess who was Apollo's

twin sister in ancient Greek mythology,
NASA's Artemis programme aims to return
astronauts to the Moon's surface as early as
2025, though many experts believe that time
frame might slip.

Twelve astronauts walked on the Moon
during six Apollo missions from 1969 to 1972,
the only spaceflights yet to place humans on
the lunar surface.

NASA and the ESA also regularly use Lan-
zarote's landscape of twisted mounds of so-
lidified lava to test Mars Rovers –
remote-controlled vehicles designed to travel

on the surface of the Red Planet.
Lanzarote's unique geography stems from

a volcanic eruption that began in 1730 and
lasted six years, spewing ash and lava over
large swathes of land.

Considered one of the greatest volcanic
cataclysms in recorded history, the eruption
devastated over 200sqkm of terrain - about
a quarter of the island which is currently
home to around 156,000 people.

See far away
While there are other volcanic areas such as
Hawaii that could also be used for astronaut
training, Lanzarote has the advantage that it

has little vegetation and desert-like climate.
"You have a lot of different types of vol-

canic rocks in Lanzarote. And they are ex-
posed. You don't have trees," said Pangaea
project leader Loredana Bessone. "You can
see far away, as if you were on the Moon,"
she told AFP.

The Canary Islands is making a big contri-
bution to space exploration in another way
too. The island of La Palma is home to one of
the world's largest optical telescopes.

Located on a peak, the Great Canary Tele-
scope is able to spot some of the faintest,
most distant objects in the Universe. 
AFP
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



 

Contact:97239696/95355638





Available 2100 sq meter best in class 

Warehouse cum office Space,

fully furnished ready to use, Located at

Prime area of Ghala in the heart of the

city having easy access to airport & 

express Way.



 








 

Happy birthday  
best wishes

from varshitha,
koushikdutta, shanvika 







  

 


   










 





lunar land

Astronauts flock
to Spanish isle to
train for Moon
missions

Moonwalking

Journalists take images as astronauts and geologists of the European Space Agency work on the summit of an ancient volcano during a training program to learn how to explore the Moon and Mars in the

Timanfaya National Park in the Canary island of Lanzarote on November 10

Here, they are put into
the field to experience 
the exploration of a 
terrain which is some-
thing they will have to
do on the Moon
FRANCESCO SAURO

Astronauts and geologists of the European Space Agency walk on an ancient volcano German astronaut Alexander Gerst (L) collects samples on the summit of an ancient volcano
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Melbourne, Australia - Ben
Stokes and Sam Curran starred
as England edged Pakistan by
five wickets to win the Twenty20
World Cup on Sunday and be-
come the sport’s first dual white-
ball champions, holding both the
50 and 20-over titles.

Jos Buttler’s side held Pakistan
to 137-8 in front of a partisan
80,462 fans at a heaving Mel-
bourne Cricket Ground, with
player-of-the-match and tourna-
ment Curran bagging 3-12 and
Adil Rashid chip-ping with 2-22.

In reply, England slumped to
49-3 in the sixth over as they
struggled to get any momentum
against a fiery pace attack, with
boundaries hard to come by.

But Stokes (52 not out) and
Moeen Ali (19) used their expe-
rience and cool heads to guide
England to 138-5 with six balls to
spare, climaxing a riveting tour-
nament that spanned 45 games
over nearly a month.

“In finals, especially when
chasing, you probably forget all
the hard work before that. To re-
strict them to 130, the bowlers
have to take a lot of credit. Adil
Rashid and Sam Curran won us
the game,” said Stokes.

“Pretty good evening. Repre-
senting your country in World
Cups is amazing, it has been a
good one.”

Curran said Stokes should

have been player of the match.
“We all look up to him. People

question him, but he’s incredible.
He’s the man,” he said.

“The way I bowl, I go into the
wicket with my slower balls and
keep the batsmen guessing.
World champions, how good,”

he added. 
The victory added to the 50-

over title England won in 2019,
building on the legacy of former
captain Eoin Morgan, who re-
tired this year after transforming
the team into a white-ball jugger-
naut. It was England’s second

T20 crown after tasting success
in 2010, joining the West Indies
as the only two-time winners
since the tournament’s inception
in 2007.

The game was billed as a
showdown between Pakistan’s
attack and England’s top order,

and Shaheen Afridi bowled dan-
ger man Alex Hales in the first
over of the run chase. 

But that only fired up Buttler
who smashed two boundaries off
Naseem Shah.

Phil Salt, playing in place of
the injured Dawid Malan, didn’t

last, making just 10 before pulling
Haris Rauf to Iftikhar Ahmed

The ball was swinging and
seaming and the menacing Rauf
claimed the key wicket of Buttler
just as he was getting in, edging
to wicketkeeper Mohammad
Rizwan on 26 off 17 balls.

The runs dried up as they
reached 77-3 at the halfway
point of the innings, compared to
Pakistan’s 68-2. 

Harry Brook came undone on
20 against the spin of Shadab
Khan, holing out to Afridi and
came down to needing 41 runs
off the final five overs.

Rashid strikes 
Stokes relieved the pressure with
a four and a six off Ahmed and
there was no stopping them with
the England all-rounder hitting
the winning runs.

With forecast rain staying
away, England produced disci-
plined and economical bowling
to stymie 2009 champions Pak-
istan, with Shan Masood’s 38 the
top score.

Stokes was given the new ball
after England won the toss and
chose to field with Pakistan lucky
to survive the over intact as
opener Rizwan was almost run
out going for a risky single.

Rizwan was soon out, drag-
ging a delivery from Curran on to
his stumps on 15.

The introduction of Rashid
soon after the six-over power-
play reaped an immediate re-
ward with Mohammad Haris (8)
attacking him on his first ball
only to sky a simple catch to
Stokes.
AFP

Icc T20 WORld cup
AuSTrAliA 2022

Ben Stokes, Sam Curran star as England beat Pakistan by five wickets to win T20 World Cup
STOKING THE FIRE WITHIN

England players celebrate winning the Twenty20 World Cup after beating Pakistan in the final in Melbourne on Sunday (AFP)

Melbourne, Australia - England
skipper Jos Buttler hailed Ben
Stokes as “a true match-winner”
Sunday after the allrounder’s un-
beaten 52 helped steer them
past Pakistan to win the
Twenty20 World Cup.

In reply, England stuttered to
49-3 in the sixth over as they
struggled to get any momentum
against a fiery pace attack, with
boundaries hard to come by.

But Stokes and Moeen Ali
(19) used their experience and
cool heads to guide England to
138-5 with six balls to spare, cli-
maxing a riveting tournament

that spanned 45 games over
nearly a month.

“He always stands up in the
biggest moments, he’s a man
who can take a lot of pressure on
his shoul-ders and perform,” But-
tler said of Stokes.

“When he’s there you know
you have a good chance. He’s a
true match-winner. He’s one of
the great players of English
cricket.”

Sam Curran who bagged 3-12
added that “we all look up to him.
People question him, but he’s in-
credible”.
AFP

Melbourne, Australia - Pakistan
can take pride in getting to the
World Cup final but now their
young team must take the next
step - learning how to close out
tight games, said batsman Shan
Masood on Sunday.

Babar Azam’s men pushed
England all the way at the Mel-
bourne Cricket Ground but fell to
a five-wicket defeat with six balls
remaining after setting a below-
par 138-run target to win.

Masood top-scored with 38
and said he took responsibility
for not staying around longer to
put together a bigger total.

“There were stages especially
with the bat that we could have
finished things off really well,” he
said. “Personally, I take blame for
it. We were aiming for 170 and
having looked at the way the in-
nings ended, we could have used
a bats-man staying in and getting
us to at least 155-160, which
would have been good on that
pitch.”

Instead they fell short, leaving
it up to their renowned pace at-
tack to blunt England. But Ben

Stokes’s unbeaten 52 was
enough to take his team home.

Pakistan suffered a blow when
strike bowler Shaheen Afridi was
injured catching Harry Brooks in
the deep and unable to complete
his final two overs at the death.

“We could have done with his
two overs at the end,” Masood

said. “I hope he is OK. It’s his
knee. From what I am hearing all
his ligament tests are clear.”

Despite the defeat, Pakistan’s
performance in Australia ex-
ceeded expectations after they
lost their first two matches in the
Super 12 to India and Zimbabwe.
AFP

Pakistan’s Shadab Khan and Shan Masood (C) encourage team-mate

Naseem Shah during the final against England on Sunday (AFP)

Now Pakistan must learn how to
close out big games: Masood

Buttler lauds Stokes as
‘one of the greats’ 

Ben Stokes celebrates after steering England to victory against Pakistan

in the T20 World Cup final in Melbourne on Sunday (AFP)



Doha, Qatar - One week from
kickoff, the World Cup trophy re-
turned to Qatar on Sunday,
teams and fans started arriving
and safety barriers went up
across Doha ahead of the global
showpiece.

The trophy which will be pre-
sented to the winning team on
December 18 returned from a
world tour in time for next Sun-
day's opening game when hosts
Qatar take on Ecuador.

Meanwhile, Qatar has angrily
re-buffed attacks by the western
media, and local media on Sun-
day blasted the "arrogance" of
some Western countries.

"It seems to have been all we
have read about in recent
weeks," said Ringo Gonzalez, an
Ecuadoran based in Germany,
who was among fans gathering
at the World Cup countdown
clock on the Doha seafront early
Sunday.

"It will be good to see the
teams finally doing something. I
want Ecuador to do well and to
see Lionel Messi and the other
big names in action."

The United States team has
already arrived in Doha and Aus-
tralia were to join them on Sun-
day. Qatar is predicting more
than one million fans will be in
the smallest country to host a
World Cup, and many have ar-
rived in the capital.

Many star players were still
involved for their European clubs
on Sunday in the final matches
before the season is paused for
the World Cup.

In Doha port, the giant newly
built cruise ship, MSC Europa,

was to be officially named on
Sunday be-fore it welcomes
thousands of World Cup fans.

In a concession to Qatar's Is-
lamic culture that restricts alco-
hol and bans gambling, a bottle
of rose wa-ter was to be
smashed on the hull instead of
traditional champagne for the in-
auguration and the ship's casino
was to be closed while it was in
port.

Three cruise ships will house
up to 10,000 fans and MSC said
the Europa was fully booked for
the first two weeks of the 29-day
tournament.

On land, barriers have gone up
on main streets and around
metro stations and stadiums as
security forces brace for the foot-
ball invasion.

Organisers say that 2.9 million
of the 3.1 million tickets have
been sold and scores of hopeful
fans waited outside the FIFA tick-
eting centre hoping that scarce
tickets become available for top
games.

Matthew Coleman, an Aus-
tralian living in Doha, and his
Dutch friend Gijs Beenker, left
empty-handed because there
were no "interesting" matches
available.

At a nearby World Cup sou-
venir store, the staff said Euro-
peans who buy the official ball or
the La'eeb mascot were the main
clients.

Migrant workers from South
Asia have bought thousands of
replica Brazil and Argentina
shirts and can be seen wearing
them in the streets. 
AFP
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Wolverhampton, United King-
dom - Arsenal manager Mikel
Arteta is hoping a six-week hia-
tus to the Premier League season
does not come at the wrong time
for his side after the Gunners
moved five points clear at the top
on Saturday.

Martin Odegaard scored
twice as Arsenal were 2-0 vic-
tors at Wolves just hours after
Manchester City suffered a
shock 2-1 home defeat to Brent-
ford.

Arsenal have not won the
league since 2003/04 and have
failed to even finish in the top
four for the past six seasons.

A return to the Champions
League next season appears a
formality with Arteta's men 14
points clear of fifth-placed Man-
chester United. And City's unex-
pected first home defeat since
February to Brent-ford sets up an
intriguing title battle when the
Premier League re-turns after the
World Cup on Boxing Day.

"We showed another kind of
maturity today," said Arteta.

"In the first 20-30 minutes we
struggled to break them down.
We were much better in the sec-
ond half and we had a bit more
courage and took risks but also
not allowing them to run."

Eight of Arsenal's starting line-
up are now headed to Qatar as
Arteta confirmed Granit Xhaka's
early substitution was just down
to illness for the Swiss midfielder.

"I'll touch wood and hope for
the best," he added on whether
the break could count against Ar-
senal. When everyone is back
we'll assess where we are and go
from there.

"I would train tomorrow but
unfortunately they're not here.

"I wish those going to the
World Cup the best and they will
look after themselves. I hope
they enjoy it because it doesn't
get better than playing for your
country."
AFP

Fans, trophy, teams arrive 
in Qatar for World Cup
World Cup hosts expect more than one million fans for the tournament 

Mikel Arteta hopes 
maturing Arsenal 
not thrown off course
by Qatar World Cup

Mbappe on target for five-goal PSG before World Cup
Paris, France - Kylian Mbappe
scored and came through un-
scathed along with fellow Paris
Saint-Germain stars Lionel Messi
and Neymar in their final match
before the World Cup, a 5-0
Ligue 1 rout of Auxerre on Sun-
day.

PSG coach Christophe Galtier
opted not to rest the attacking
trio against the Burgundy side as
the champions sought to extend
their lead at the top of the table
before the break for the tourna-
ment in Qatar.

And Mbappe scored the
opener after 11 minutes in Paris
for his 12th league goal this sea-
son after good work by Messi,
Moroccan Achraf Hakimi and
Nuno Mendes.

Carlos Soler nodded in the
second after 51 minutes and then
set up Hakimi for the third six
minutes lat-er. Renato Sanches
and Hu-go Ekitike added two
more in the final ten minutes.

The Parisians move five points
ahead of Lens, who won 2-1 at
home against Clermont on Sat-
urday, with Rennes a further five
points adrift in third. 

For their final match before

the World Cup, the MNM trio -
Messi, Neymar, Mbappe - took
to the pitch but did not really
sparkle in a game played without
great intensity.

The apathy of the magic trio
did not, however, prevent the
champions giving a demonstra-
tion of their goal-scoring prowess
before a big break until their next

Ligue 1 match on December 28
against Stras-bourg. Mbappe's
early goal following a beautiful
cross from Messi relayed by
Mendes, seem to anaesthetize
the Parisian forwards.

No question of taking the
slightest risk for the World Cup
players in a tournament which
could be the final one for veter-

ans Messi and Neymar.
If Messi made an effort and

even found the post with a curled
shot from the left after 66 min-
utes, Neymar measured his pace,
collapsing at the slightest con-
tact and playing in slow motion,
without any intensity, far from
his usual flamboyance.
AFP

PSG’s Kylian Mbappe celebrates with Nuno Mendes after scoring against Auxerre on Saturday (AFP)

Berlin, Germany - Bayern Mu-
nich manager Julian Nagelsmann
has lauded forward Jamal Mu-
siala's development, saying the
teenager can be "even better" for
Germany at the World Cup in
Qatar.

Musiala, who grew up in Eng-
land and represented the Three
Lions at junior level but switched
allegiance to Germany, set up
both of Bayern's goals in their 2-
0 win away at Schalke.

Nagelsmann said Musiala,
who now has nine goals and six
assists in 15 games this season,
was committed to developing
and improving his game.

"Jamal Musiala has again set
up two goals. He played an out-
standing first half and will hope-
fully play even better in the
World Cup and the second half
of the (Bundesliga) season,"
Nagelsmann told German televi-
sion. "He listens well, also wants
to develop in defence and has
developed extremely well.

"He has extremely lively feet,
like snake legs - the rebounds
al-ways seem to land in front of

his feet."
Musiala became the youngest

Bayern player to notch up 100
Bundesliga games at 19 years
and 259 days on Saturday night,

Bayern Munich captain
Manuel Neuer said he is "happy"
Musiala elected to play for Ger-
many rather than England.

"He is a very important - a key
player. We are happy that he's
with Bayern and also with the na-
tional team," Neuer told Sky.

Musiala said the three points
would give his side a "good feel-
ing" ahead of the World Cup
break.
AFP

Bayern Munich's Jamal Musiala escapes the attention of Schalke's Tom

Krauss and Henning Matriciani (R) during their Bundesliga match (AFP)

Nagelsmann lauds 'snake legs'
Musiala ahead of World Cup tilt

People walk past a FIFA World Cup trophy replica outside the Ahmed bin Ali Stadium in Al Rayyan on Saturday,

ahead of the Qatar World Cup (AFP)

Arsenal's Martin Odegaard celebrates after scoring against Wolves in

their English Premier League match on Saturday (AFP)



Paris, France - Belgium and
Croatia’s ageing star players are
looking forward to one last tilt at
World Cup glory in Qatar, but
will have to get past a dangerous
Morocco side and tournament
debutants Canada just to reach
the knockout phase.

Roberto Martinez’s Belgians
are the Group F favourites,
boasting a host of household
names including Kevin De
Bruyne, Romelu Lukaku and Eden
Hazard.

Croatia, runners-up at the last
World Cup to France, will again
be led in midfield by the ever-
green Luka Modric as they hope
to sur-pass expectations again.

But Belgium, who finished
third in 2018, have questions
hovering over their defence, with
a combined age of 68 for centre-
backs Toby Alderweireld and Jan
Vertonghen, both now playing
club foot-ball back home.

There are also worries over
key players in forward positions.

Captain Hazard has mustered
just 11 starts for Real Madrid
since the start of last season,
while Lukaku has only made two
substitute appearances since
August due to a muscle problem.

“Is Eden Hazard still an impor-
tant player for the national team?
Yes, 100 percent,” Martinez told
RTBF last month.

“I think his experience, the
way he affects the opposition,
the way he’s still beating players,
he’s creating a real threat.

“For me it’s a profile that is
one of the best in the world in
terms of being able to play.”

The Red Devils remain in the

lofty position of second in the
FIFA rankings, though, behind
only Brazil, and will be hopeful of
finally ditching their tag of
‘nearly-men’ in recent champi-
onships.

Belgium have not failed to
reach the quarter-finals of a

major tournament since missing
out on qualification for Euro
2012.

Canada will be Belgium’s first
opponents on November 23 as
the North Americans make only
their second appearance in the
tournament and first since 1986.

But any thoughts the Canadi-
ans will be pushovers are likely to
be misplaced, after John Herd-
man led his young side to the fi-
nals as the winners of
CONCACAF qualifying.

Englishman Herdman took
Canada to the 2015 Women’s

World Cup quarter-finals.
Their top scorer in qualifying

was Cyle Larin, who plays for Bel-
gian champions Club Brugge,
while Bayern Munich wing-back
Alphonso Davies has returned in
good form after a Covid-related
heart problem.

Can Croatia? 
Croatia enjoyed a wonderful four
weeks in Russia four years ago,
with a run to the final of which
the highlights included a 3-0
thumping of Argentina and a
dramatic extra-time victory over
England in the semi-finals.

Zlatko Dalic had only taken
the reins as coach during qualify-
ing for that competition but re-
mains at the helm.

His team arrive in Qatar fresh
from reaching the Nations
League finals, emerging as win-
ners of a group which featured
world champions France and

Euro 2020 semi-finalists Den-
mark. Mario Mandzukic and Ivan
Rakitic have retired since the last
World Cup, but 37-year-old cap-
tain Luka Modric, winger Ivan
Perisic and midfielder Mateo Ko-
vacic remain.

Morocco, Croatia’s first oppo-
nents, sacked coach Vahid Halil-
hodzic just three months before
the tournament and appointed
Walid Regragui. Halilhodzic had
controversially sidelined star
players Noussair Mazraoui of
Bayern and Chelsea’s Hakim
Ziyech before being dismissed.

Morocco impressed for large
periods of their matches in 2018
but struggled in front of goal and
finished bottom of their group.
AFP

FACTFILE (GrOUp F)

BELGIUM 
Best World Cup performance: 
THIRD PLACE (2018)

Other honours:  
None (Euro 1980 runners-up)

Main clubs: Anderlecht, Club Brugge

How they qualified: Winners of European qualify-
ing Group E

2
FIFA 

RANKING 

CANADA
Best World Cup performance: 
FIRST ROUND IN ONLY 
PREVIOUS APPEARANCE IN 1986
Other honours: 
CONCACAF Championship/
Gold Cup winners in 1985, 2000
Main clubs: 

How they qualified: Canada finished first in the
CONCACAF zone final qualifying standings

CROATIA
Best World Cup performance: 
RUNNERS-UP (2018)

Other honours: 
None (Euro 1996, 2008 
quarter-finalists)
Main clubs: Dinamo Zagreb, Hajduk Split

How they qualified: Winners of European qualify-
ing Group H

12
FIFA 

RANKING 

MOROCCO
Best World Cup performance: 
SECOND ROUND IN 1986

Other honours: 
African champions in 1976

Main clubs: Raja Casablanca, Wydad Casablanca

How they qualified: Morocco defeated the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo in a play-off

22
FIFA 

RANKING 

COACH
John Herdman has taken an unconventional route
to the World Cup. After working with Sunderland’s
youth academy, the 47-year-old Englishman moved
to New Zealand in 2003, and took over as head
coach of the New Zealand women’s team in 2006.
That led to a move to Canada where he guided
Canada’s women to bronze medals at the 2021 and
2016 Olympics. He was subsequently installed as
the coach of Canada’s men’s teams in 2018.

KEY PLAYER
Canada have forged a close-
knit men’s squad based on
hard work, discipline and a
clear tactical framework. Yet
Bayern Munich’s Alphonso
Davies is one of the few
players capable of providing

an X-factor for the Canadians. Comfortable playing
as a full-back or winger, Davies offers blinding speed
on the counter-attack as well as a proven ability on
the biggest stages. He was a key member of Bayern
who won the 2020 Champions League.

KEY PLAYER
Manchester City midfielder
Kevin De Bruyne finished
third in the recent Ballon d’Or
voting and will be Belgium’s
go-to man when in need of
inspiration. Injury-prone cap-
tain Eden Hazard has only

made 11 starts for Real Madrid since the start of last
season and striker Romelu Lukaku has struggled for
full fitness since returning to Inter Milan on loan
from Chelsea. De Bruyne scored a career-best 19
goals for English champions City last term.

COACH
Well-travelled Zlatko Dalic was a surprise appoint-
ment when he took over during 2018 World Cup
qualifying, but helped Croatia through the playoffs
before a surprise run to the final, where they lost 4-
2 to France. He has since helped the team overcome
the retirements of several stalwarts, including striker
Mario Mandzukic, to see the team qualify for Euro
2020. There were some calls on Dalic to resign after
a disappointing 2020-21 UEFA Nations League.

KEY PLAYER
Veteran midfielder Luka
Modric won the player of
the tournament award as he
led Croatia to their first ever
World Cup final in Russia.
He ended Cristiano Ronaldo
and Lionel Messi’s strangle-

hold on the Ballon d’Or in the same year. Modric has
showed few signs of slowing down since, winning
his fifth Champions League crown with Real Madrid
last season. Now aged 37, Qatar will likely be Mod-
ric’s last World Cup. 

COACH
Roberto Martinez has enjoyed six strong years in
charge but is yet to deliver an elusive first major
tournament title. Belgium’s ‘Golden Generation’
reached the World Cup semi-finals for only the sec-
ond time in Russia but came up short against France.
This year could be the final chance for Martinez’s
current squad to emerge on top, with several impor-
tant players already in their 30s. Martinez  has an
excellent 72.4 win percentage as Belgium boss.

COACH
Walid Regragui, 47, has had little time to prepare
the Atlas Lions having replaced Bosnian Vahid Halil-
hodzic on the last day of August this year. Born in
Paris, he played right-back for a number of French
clubs and one in Spain and was capped 45 times by
Morocco, the home of his parents. His coaching ca-
reer began in 2012 as a Moroccan national team as-
sistant and he then guided clubs in the north African
kingdom and in Qatar. 

KEY PLAYER
A stand-off between Chelsea
winger Hakim Ziyech and
Halilhodzic led to the change
of coaches. The Bosnian ac-
cused him of feigning injury
to avoid playing in warm-up
matches last year. Ziyech, 29,

responded by retiring from international football until
Moroccan officials intervened and dumped Halil-
hodzic. Regragui has hailed the Netherlands-born at-
tacker as a “fighter who gives everything for his
adopted country”.

Belgium,
Croatia star
players hoping
to defy
advancing
years in Qatar

Croatia’s evergreen star Luka Modric (L) will have another go at the World Cup in Qatar while Kevin De Bruyne and Belgium’s golden generation will be hoping to make it count this time

Belgium have not
failed to reach the
quarter-finals of a
major tournament
since missing out
on qualification for
Euro 2012
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