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Sayyid Hamoud delivers HM’s
message to Qatari Emir

Muscat - His Majesty Sultan

Haitham bin Tarik sent a letter to

President Mahmoud Abbas,

President of the State of 

Palestine and chairman of the

Executive Committee of the

Palestine Liberation Organisa-

tion, on Saturday. 

In his message, His Majesty

the Sultan affirmed the sul-

tanate’s firm and supportive

stance for the brotherly Palestin-

ian people to gain their freedom,

establish their independent sov-

ereign state with East Jerusalem

as its capital, and to continue

Oman’s efforts to serve the

Palestinian cause.

The message was delivered

by Salem bin Habib al Amiri,

chargé d'affaires of the sul-

tanate’s embassy in the State of

Palestine, during his meeting

with Majdi al Khalidi, diplomatic

advisor to the Palestinian Presi-

dent at the presidential head-

quarters in Ramallah.

Khalidi affirmed the Palestin-

ian leadership’s keenness to

strengthen the brotherly rela-

tions in the interest of the two

peoples and the two broth-

erly countries, expressing the

Palestinian people’s apprecia-

tion of Oman’s brotherly posi-

tion and its efforts and

steadfast support for legitimate

Palestinian rights.

ONA

Muscat - Sayyid Hamoud bin

Faisal al Busaidi, Minister of Inte-

rior, met Sheikh Tamim bin

Hamad al Thani, Emir of Qatar, in

Doha on Saturday. Sayyid

Hamoud is visiting Doha to at-

tend the Qatari Ministry of Inte-

rior’s Police College graduation.

During the meeting, Sayyid

Hamoud conveyed the greetings

of His Majesty Sultan Haitham

bin Tarik to the emir and wished

him good health and happiness

and the Qatari people further

progress and prosperity.

On his part, Sheikh Tamim

conveyed his greetings and  good

wishes to His Majesty the Sultan

and wished the Omani people

further development and growth.

During the meeting, they re-

viewed the strong relations be-

tween the two countries and

ways of developing and enhanc-

ing these in various fields. The

meeting was attended by Sheikh

Khalid bin Khalifa al Thani, Qatari

Prime Minister and Minister of

Interior, and Najeeb al Balushi,

Oman’s ambassador to Qatar.

ONA

Our Correspondent

Muscat

The Ministry of Defence Pension

Fund announced on Thursday

that it will open two new British

schools in Muscat this year, sub-

ject to final licensing from the

Ministry of Education. 

Both schools have a long and

exceptional history of educa-

tional excellence in the UK. Chel-

tenham Muscat, for children

aged three to 18, will represent a

branch campus of the presti-

gious 180-year-old Cheltenham

College UK. Downe House Mus-

cat will be a branch campus of

one of the UK’s leading high-

achieving private schools, the

113-year-old Downe House. 

Both schools are currently ac-

cepting applications for the ses-

sion to commence in September

2021.

On behalf of the Ministry of

Defence, H H Sayyid Shihab bin

Tariq bin Taimour al Said,

Deputy Prime Minister for De-

fence Affairs, said, "In line with

the sultanate's vision and the Na-

tional Strategy for Education

2040, I am pleased to announce

the opening of two international

schools - Cheltenham Muscat

and Downe House Muscat. Both

schools will offer education with

modern, inspirational teaching

that cater to the needs of every

child both in-school and through

a virtual learning platform, blend-

ing the power of culture and her-

itage with innovation.”

Continued on Page 04

New British schools to open in Muscat in 2021

HM the Sultan 
affirms support to
Palestinian people

(Supplied photo)
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Reptile exhibition opens in Nizwa
Our Correspondent

Muscat 

The University of Nizwa has

opened a Reptiles and Insects Ex-

hibition to the public. In the mak-

ing for some time now, on display

are 65 snakes representing 17

species, 11 lizards of six species

and several poisonous scorpions

in 48 cages. 

The exhibition at the Natural &

Medical Sciences Research Cen-

tre of University of Nizwa is open

to the public, including students

and tourists, offering them a

close look at some species of 

reptiles and insects found in the

sultanate. 

Ahmed al Busaidi, the univer-

sity’s snake and wildlife specialist,

said, “Snakes are an integral part

of the ecology and help maintain

the balance of nature. Almost

everywhere around the world,

snakes have a role to play in the

culture and are regarded highly

for medicinal purposes. At our

centre, we take utmost care to

not only understand and study

the various species of snakes but

also to protect them.” 

He informed that the exhibi-

tion was in the pipeline for a long

time for want of appropriate

space. “The exhibition area is

spacious now and can accommo-

date more guests, besides space

for cages and display enclosures.

While it is open to the public for

viewing, it is also a research cen-

tre. People can come and view

the snakes and also learn about

the various species,” Busaidi said. 

Among the snake exhibits are

pythons, mole vipers, cobras and

carpet vipers. The exhibits are

representative of Oman’s diverse

landscape, including indigenous

desert and mountain species. 

The cages and display enclo-

sures have heaters to help the

reptiles regulate their tempera-

ture during winter. “From April

until November, the reptiles are

active. They are a little lazy now,”

said Busaidi. 

Similar to hibernation in mam-

mals, brumation is a dormant pe-

riod for reptiles when their bodies

shut down and conserve energy

for the coming year. During bru-

mation, a  reptile  may not eat,

drink, defecate or move for sev-

eral weeks.

During the ongoing COVID-19

pandemic, the number of visitors

in a single batch has been re-

stricted to five to ten people. 

According to Busaidi, 101 rep-

tilian species have been recorded

in Oman so far. Of these, 22 are

snakes. Most snake species in-

digenous to Oman are found in

Dakhliyah, Salalah and the Bati-

nah region. Of these, nine are

venomous. 

The most common species in

Oman include the Arabian cobra,

Saw-scaled viper, puff adder,

wadi racer, tree snakes, sand

viper, sand boa and the cat snake.

For snakebites, Busaidi recom-

mends going to a hospital imme-

diately. Snakebite victims must

avoid putting pressure on the bite

wound. 

“If you are bitten by a snake,

do not be nervous. Stay calm and

move away from the site quietly.

If possible, see the snake to know

its pattern and colour. It’ll help

the doctor decide the treatment.

Do not attempt to kill the snake

as that might agitate the reptile

further and prompt it to attack in

self-defence,” Busaidi said. 

Busaidi is also part of a team at

the university that studies char-

acteristics of snake venom and

using their properties to kill can-

cerous cells.

Our Correspondent

Muscat

In efforts to eradicate mesquite

plants from the sultanate, the

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries

and Water Resources has kick-

started a campaign in coopera-

tion with Oman LNG to remove

the invasive species from several

villages in the wilayat of Sur in

South Sharqiyah.

The campaign is part of a

wider national campaign that 

the ministry is currently conduct-

ing in different parts of the coun-

try to eradicate the invasive

species.

The ministry stated that the

plant is a menace as it threatens

local species, competing for

water and soil nutrients. Its

leaves contain toxic substances,

and its thorns are known to

cause serious injury to humans. 

The plant’s pollen has been

identified as a major source of

respiratory allergens, and con-

sumption of its pods by animals

lead to teeth decay and subse-

quently loss of life. 

The plant also affects soil

salinity and has a negative 

impact on groundwater. The

ministry uses geographic infor-

mation systems and remote

sensing to monitor its spread.

A high-level delegation com-

prising several ministers recently

held a meeting to discuss harm-

ful environmental and health

phenomena in Dhofar gover-

norate, notably the spread of

mesquite plants. 

The meeting was held by the

Environment Authority with the

participation of several bodies in

the presence of the Minister of

State and Governor of Dhofar,

Minister of Housing and Urban

Planning, Minister of Agricul-

ture, Fisheries and Water Re-

sources, Minister of Health,

chairman of the Environment

Authority, and undersecretary

for scientific research and inno-

vation in the Ministry of Higher

Education, Research and Inno-

vation.

The meeting discussed phe-

nomena such as the spread of

the Parthenium plant, death of

livestock, spread of mesquite

plants and the Aedes aegypti

mosquito. 

The meeting also recom-

mended activating the role of the

private sector in finding innova-

tive solutions and investment

opportunities to benefit from

mesquite trees in manufacturing

industries.

Campaign kick-starts in Sur 
to eradicate mesquite plants 

CBFS researchers bag ICAI 
International Awards 2020
Muscat - College of Banking and

Financial Studies (CBFS) re-

searchers recently received

global recognition for their

scholarly contribution to the

community.  

The Institute of Chartered Ac-

countants of India (ICAI) se-

lected two research papers for

the ICAI International Research

Awards 2020. 

A paper authored by Dr

Ananda S, Sonal Devesh and

Anis Moosa Al Lawati titled

‘What factors drive the adoption

of digital banking? An empirical

study from the perspective of

Omani retail banking’ was ad-

judged second and awarded the

Silver Shield in the Economics

category of the awards. 

Another paper authored by a

CBFS researcher Dr Ahmed al

Hadi titled ‘Investment Commit-

tees and Corporate Cash Hold-

ings’ was awarded the Silver

Shield in the Accounting cate-

gory of the awards.  

The awards were presented in

the presence of Gajendra Singh

Shekhawat, Minister of Water

Resources and River Develop-

ment, Government of India.

These papers have been pub-

lished in reputed international

journals, including Journal of Fi-

nancial Services Marketing and

North American Journal of Eco-

nomics and Finance.  

The awards received 95 pa-

pers from the United States,

United Kingdom, Australia,

Netherlands, Belgium, Bulgaria,

South Africa, Nigeria, Turkey,

UAE, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia and

Oman. 

The ICAI is a statutory body

that was established by an Act of

the Parliament of India in 1949 to

regulate the profession of char-

tered accountancy in the coun-

try. The ICAI is the second

largest professional body of

chartered accountants in the

world and functions under Min-

istry of Corporate Affairs, Gov-

ernment of India. 

These were the first papers

from Oman considered for ICAI

international research awards.

These international awards

endorse the quality of CBFS re-

search and also the efforts of

the college to contribute to the

society.  

ROP NEWS

One arrested for setting
vehicles on fire
Muscat - Royal Oman Police (ROP) arrested a

person on Thursday for setting fire to two vehi-

cles in Shinas. In a statement issued by ROP, it

said, ‘The North Batinah Police Command ar-

rested one person for setting two vehicles on

fire in Shinas. Legal action has been taken

against the accused.’

Four women arrested for
immoral activities
Muscat - The Buraimi Police Command of ROP

arrested four women for engaging in immoral

activities on Thursday.

According to an ROP statement, the arrested

women are from Asian countries. ‘Legal pro-

ceedings have been initiated against the four

women,’ the statement said. 

Among the exhibits are pythons, mole
vipers, cobras and carpet vipers. The
exhibits are representative of Oman’s
diverse landscape, including indige-
nous desert and mountain species

(Supplied photos)

(Supplied photo) (Supplied photo)
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Youth turns hobby into
successful enterprise

‘Sultan Qaboos, Sheikh Sabah
Summit signals new start’
Our Correspondent

Muscat

GCC secretary general Dr Nayef

Falah al Hajraf has said that the

41st GCC summit - named Sultan

Qaboos and Sheikh Sabah Sum-

mit held at Al-Ula city, Saudi

Arabia, recently - formed a

springboard that propelled the

GCC march into further integra-

tion at a time the bloc is entering

its fifth decade.

Dr Hajraf pointed out that the

GCC has set landmark goals that

call for the achievement of cer-

tain requirements, and that these

goals include Joint Customs Ac-

tion, Common GCC Market and

GCC Economic Unity.

Dr Hajraf added that the GCC

is now more determined and

motivated by its leaders who

have pledged to realise their peo-

ples’ aspirations for sustainable

security, stability and prosperity.

Dr Hajraf made the statement

during his visit to the GCC Statis-

tical Centre, noting that the

group is working towards the

setting up and enhancement of

statistical and institutional data-

base to keep pace with global

progress and to portray the GCC

as a unified robust economic and

social bloc. The GCC Statistical

Work Plan (2021-2025) serves

as a cornerstone of joint action,

he added. He underscored the

centre’s significance in serving

the GCC decision-makers. 

The 41st summit marked the

beginning of a new chapter for

the GCC as it enters its fifth

decade with economic integra-

tion and cooperation being a key

objective since the council’s for-

mation in 1981, a media release

from the GCC Secretariat Gen-

eral stated. 

‘Beginning in 1983, member

states gradually began imple-

menting unified GCC policies to

facilitate intra-GCC businesses,

such as tariff waivers for intra-

GCC trade, and culminated in the

creation of a GCC Customs

Union in 2003 and the introduc-

tion of a unified customs tariff on

inter-GCC imports. These two

landmark policies set the foun-

dation for the establishment of

the GCC Common Market in

January 2008, and for the intro-

duction of policies that granted

Gulf citizens equal treatment

across member states in busi-

ness licensing and business ac-

tivities,’ the GCC Secretariat

General stated. 

The GCC is one of the biggest

economic blocs with a GDP of

US$1.6tn and exports amounting

to US$609.5bn, making it the

sixth-largest exporter in the

world. 

Entering the fifth decade, the

GCC countries will focus on

restoring economic growth in the

region after the COVID-19 pan-

demic, overcoming its chal-

lenges, and resuming free trade

negotiations and strategic part-

nerships with friendly countries. 

The council will also seek to

enhance its competitiveness at

the global stage by adopting

modern methods and harnessing

them to form new horizons of

desired cooperation.

With inputs from ONA

Our Correspondent

Muscat

Abdullah Fareed al Lawati - a

young entrepreneur of Oman -

has scripted a beautiful success

story in business recently when

his unique hobby of watch col-

lection guided him to launch a

series of designer items for the

safekeep of his valued jewels.

This energetic man started

production of designer watch

cases and holders combining

marble and leather that can give

many international brands a run

for their money. 

Speaking to Muscat Daily, the

founder of Marble and Leather

company said he has recently

graduated from the Coventry

University in Business Manage-

ment. “So for me entering into a

business was but a natural

choice. What exactly would be

my area of operations, was the

main question.

“I’m passionate about

watches, therefore the first idea

that came to my mind was how

to keep watches properly and

prevent them from any

scratches.”

“In 2020, I was looking for a

product in the market to keep my

watches. Unfortunately my

search was unsuccessful as I

couldn’t find anything in which I

can keep my watches safely in an

easy and suitable way,” Lawati

added. “My idea was to create a

luxurious place to keep watches

instead of keeping them on

dressing tables or on regular

desks,” he said, while smilingly

adding, “Innovation comes when

a need arises, and my story

started with a need.”

“I thought of different materi-

als that can be used to keep

watches properly and in the

process found leather to be the

most suitable,” he said, while

elaborating on how this business

started from the scratch.

“After a few sketches, I found

a perfect combination in having

a leather cushion attached to a

stainless steel rod with a marble

base for hanging a watch. That

was when ‘Marble and Leather’ -

the company was born,” he said.

At first he has started with

watch stands, then added leather

trays, next came the watch rolls

and finally the watch winder.

Even though instant success

and a huge popularity of his

products got him accolades,

Lawati doesn’t believe his project

and items, like any other, are

'final' or 'finished'.

“There is always room for im-

provement and we can advance

further by incorporating new and

modern ideas to our products.”

Lawati found a bigger chal-

lenge in making people know

about the presence of those

items in the market. 

“At first I was hesitant about

advertising my products. I didn’t

know how to advertise for my

new business. That is when I

used my personal Instagram ac-

count to reach my family and

friends letting them know about

my first business.

“Thankfully everyone showed

their interest and orders started

coming right away,” he added.

“I didn't know how much

Oman needed this until I started

and saw the acceptance through

amount of orders that were

being placed!” Not only in Oman,

orders have started coming from

around the Middle East due to

the high quality products that

Marble and Leather offers in rea-

sonable prices, Lawati said.

“We are an environmental

friendly brand that are against

animal cruelty, therefore we do

not use real animal leather. 

All our products are hand made.

We have gained an impeccable

reputation.”

Our Correspondent

Muscat

Oman Air has advised passen-

gers travelling to international

destinations to check-in four

hours before the scheduled de-

parture time.

Oman Air said this will make

the travel smooth. ‘When travel-

ing from Muscat International

Airport to international destina-

tions, you can check-in 4 hours

before your scheduled departure

time,’ Oman Air said.

‘Guests must also take into

account to check-in at least 90

minutes before departure, re-

gardless of whether or not they

are checking baggage.’ 

Check-in 4 hours before
departure: Oman Air

I’m passionate about watches, therefore the
first idea that came to my mind was how to
keep watches properly and prevent them
from any scratches. My idea was to create 
a luxurious place to keep watches 
AbdullAh FAreed Al lAwAti

(Supplied photos)

(Supplied photo)
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New luxury resort in Mirbat
opens for reservation from May

Our Correspondent

Muscat

The number of transactions of

clearance for the imports of in-

dustrial plants done through

Bayan system reached 5,171 dur-

ing the 2020 calendar year.

The transactions were done

via the Form B to obtain exemp-

tion of import duties. 

According to the Ministry of

Commerce, Industry and Invest-

ment Promotion 5,586 such

transactions were done in the

same period of 2019.

Eng Mohammad al Mahrouqi,

the head of the customs exemp-

tions department in the Direc-

torate General of Industry at the

ministry, stated that the number

of customs exemption applica-

tion during 2020 reached 662

applications for equipment,

spare parts and raw materials

imports, compared to 560 ex-

emptions obtained in 2019,

while 17 applications of income

tax exemption for industrial 

establishments were studied in

2020.

He emphasised that the in-

vestors’ interest in utilising elec-

tronic services provided by the

ministry’s online portal 'Invest

Easy' and the Bayan system 

of Royal Oman Police has 

contributed to speeding up the

completion of transactions, facil-

itating and easing the movement

of outgoing and incoming goods

to and from the sultanate and re-

ducing the cost of import and ex-

port operations.

He pointed out that industrial

establishments which are inter-

ested in custom exemption

should apply for this facility in

advance through the Bayan sys-

tem of the Directorate General of

Customs at ROP before import-

ing, while the application and its

attachments will be studied in

the ministry. 

The application will be 

referred to the Tax Authority.

Our Correspondent 

Muscat

Sohar International has an-

nounced its new Sohar l Prize

Scheme for the year 2021, with

total prize money running over

RO2.25mn to be rewarded to

more than 1,400 customers. 

The new scheme announced

at a press conference, at the

bank’s head office at Waterfront,

Muscat, which began with the

welcome speech from Khalil al

Hedaifi, the chief retail banking

officer at Sohar International.

“At Sohar International, we

believe that as a responsible bank

we must advocate the benefits of

prudent saving habits among the

people of Oman, which will help

them to fulfil their dreams and

aspirations,” Hedaifi said. “By

maximising the number of win-

ners and prize values, the new

prize scheme for the year 2021,

brings winning closer to our ac-

count-holders more than ever.”

The new scheme offers cus-

tomers more draws, more

chances, and more winners with

the introduction of the newly

added Salary Account Draws

and beefing up the previous cat-

egories with more overall value

in cash prizes.

The weekly draws under the

scheme provide ten customers

bank-wide chances to win

RO500 each and ten minor ac-

counts to win RO100 each. Eligi-

bility to these weekly draws

requires a minimum monthly av-

erage balance of RO100. 

Under the monthly draws,

two winners from the general

segment bank wide, maintaining

a minimum monthly average bal-

ance of RO100, will receive

RO25,000 each; and two win-

ners from the wealth manage-

ment segment, maintaining an

average monthly balance of

RO40,000, will also receive

RO25,000 each. 

Sohar l Prize Scheme 2021 will

consist of a Monthly Salary Draw

for the general segment, giving

one lucky winner bank wide a

chance to win a prize worth

RO12,000. The requirement to

enter this draw will be a mini-

mum average balance of RO100

and a salary equal to RO500. 

For the Sohar l First customer

base, a total of RO5,000 will be

distributed equally among two

customers, who have maintained

an average monthly balance of

RO10,000 each.

Under the Half-Yearly Draws,

the bank will be giving away

RO200,000 distributed equally

among two customers in the

General segment and two cus-

tomers from the Wealth Man-

agement segment; each will be

getting the chance to win

RO50,000. 

The grand prize of the year-

end draw rewards a whopping

RO400,000 that will be distrib-

uted equally between four lucky

winners, two from the General

segment and two from the

wealth management category. 

Our Correspondent 

Muscat

Dhofar will soon witness the

opening of a new luxury 5-star

resort located 87km from Salalah

International Airport in Mirbat.

Alila Hinu Bay has started ac-

cepting reservations for rooms

from May 1 and beyond.

Stretching over 45 hectares of

ecologically attractive beach-

front site in Mirbat, Alila Hinu

Bay includes 112 hotel rooms and

suites, including 16 pool villas. 

‘Designed by creative minds,

Alila Hinu Bay project has suc-

ceeded to combine the quaint

and the modern in a balanced

fashion,’ stated the hotel on its

website. 

‘Alila Hinu Bay offers a con-

temporary fusion of local archi-

tectural traditions with modern

aesthetic sensibility. The ulti-

mate expression of contempo-

rary style, the guestrooms and

villas are an exquisite composite

of thoughtfully designed spaces,

unparalleled quality in detail and

comfort built for artisanal living,’

it further added. 

According to the company,

the hotel’s design features a

heavy influence of the Omani

vernacular. 

‘Marble on the facade, falaj

water features, and Omani arch-

way corridor create an exclusive

experience of traditional luxury,’

it said.

The lobby is set around a cen-

tral water feature, comple-

mented with a traditional majlis,

limestones and artworks, cre-

ated to visualise the best ap-

proach of local life.

The guest units are located

along the natural contours of the

resort, then descend towards the

sea framing unparalleled views

of the Arabian Sea.

Guests can explore the many

locations in Mirbat, immersing in

the local culture, traditions, and

lifestyle. 

Apart from 112 hotel rooms

and suites, the resort offers

restaurants, swimming pools,

children’s areas and leisure cen-

tres. 

‘Guests are welcome to rest

within the accommodation, prior

to an exclusive tour where they

will be able to enjoy nature re-

serves, incredible marine life and

untouched coastline.’

Sohar International announces RO2.25mn prize scheme for the year 2021

Bayan system clears
over 5,000 import
transactions: Ministry

The new luxury 
resort is spread 
over 45 hectares 
of beachfront 
site in Mirbat

Continued from Page 01

Sayyid Shihab informed that the

schools will offer an environment

conducive to encouraging all

children to be understanding and

tolerant of others, whilst devel-

oping self-confidence to express

ideas and opinions, thus enabling

them to become global leaders

of the future. “I wish both schools

success in their mission, and 

the students and their parents a

beneficial tenure and successful

careers.” 

According to H E Hamish

Cowell, British Ambassador 

in Oman, the British Independent

Schools Inspectorate rates both

Cheltenham and Downe House

as ‘outstanding’ in their 

formal appraisals and they 

feature within the top ten and

three respectively of A-Level

achievements. 

“It is testament to the strong

relationship between the UK and

Oman that the schools have cho-

sen to locate in the sultanate, and

demonstrates their keen com-

mitment to enhancing the tradi-

tionally strong bilateral relation-

ship,” H E Cowell said.

Unlike many other schools in

the region, children will be taught

by specialist staff rather than

general class teachers. Starting

as early as KG1, specialists 

will teach across individual sub-

ject areas and from Grade 4

across all subjects, enabling sci-

entists to teach science, artists to

teach art and mathematicians to

teach maths.

This exceptional teaching is

delivered via an extended all-in-

clusive school day giving the

space for learning, growth and

extra-curricular activities.

Designed by award winning

architects, the two distinct cam-

puses offer state-of-the-art facil-

ities. The schools are at the heart

of the Ministry of Defence Pen-

sion Fund’s Al Bandar Master

Plan, located between Muscat

and Seeb, ten minutes from

Muscat International Airport and

Al Mouj. Construction is ahead

of schedule and on track for

completion by August 2021.

The schools will provide

teaching hubs including high-

tech science labs, design-tech-

nology workshops, art, music

and performing arts studios,

media centres and theatres. 

Alongside the high quality

teaching and learning environ-

ments, there will be first-class

sports facilities, including multi-

ple indoor sports halls, two semi-

Olympic size swimming pools

and learner pools, extensive out-

door sports areas with full size

soccer, hockey, rugby, cricket

and junior soccer pitches as well

as numerous basketball, netball

and tennis courts.

Michelle Scott is the founding

principal of Downe House Mus-

cat, having previously been the

deputy head at Downe House

UK. Her highly-experienced 

staff will deliver an outstanding

British curriculum as well as ex-

ceptional Arabic and Islamic

studies to the pupils. 

Cheltenham Muscat is led by

founding head, Crispin Dawson

who has moved to Muscat from

his post as senior deputy head at

Cheltenham College UK.

Two new British schools to
open in Muscat in 2021

(Supplied photo)



Our Correspondent

Muscat

Energy Development Oman

(EDO), the newly established

state-owned energy firm to fund

the expansion of the PDO oper-

ated Block 6 concession area and

the sultanate’s energy offerings

(including renewables), will play

a central role in Oman’s energy

transition as well as economic 

diversification, according to 

the company’s newly appointed

CEO.

EDO was officially formed

through Royal Decree

128/2020, marking a key mile-

stone in PDO’s journey towards

becoming a fully-fledged energy

company. The new entity also

provides important financing

benefits, which will enhance the

sultanate’s fiscal position.

Petroleum Development

Oman’s (PDO) finance director

Haifa bint Juma al Khaifi has

been appointed as the chief ex-

ecutive officer of EDO.

In a press statement issued by

PDO, Haifa said, “The establish-

ment of EDO is an extremely 

significant milestone for the Sul-

tanate of Oman. Having led the

establishment of EDO over the

past year, and being a member of

its founder’s committee, I am

deeply honoured by my appoint-

ment as the transitionary CEO

during this critical and exciting

stage. I look forward to continue

delivering extensive value to

Oman with EDO, in addition to

my role as the finance director of

PDO.”

She added, “EDO will play a

central role in the sultanate’s en-

ergy transition as well as eco-

nomic diversification. EDO’s es-

tablishment is part of the era of a

renewed Renaissance for Oman,

and contributes to the positive

sentiment of international in-

vestors towards the country’s

economy, as yet another exam-

ple of the major reforms

launched by His Majesty Sultan

Haitham bin Tarik. I take this op-

portunity to renew my pledge to

serve Oman under the wise lead-

ership of His Majesty Sultan

Haitham bin Tarik, and the re-

newed Renaissance.”

PDO’s managing director

Raoul Restucci said, “I am truly

delighted and proud of the senior

PDO professionals appointed to

lead EDO, and they will no doubt

steer the new company into ful-

filling its mandate while at the

same time supporting PDO. 

“We look forward to the mul-

tiple growth opportunities that

the creation of EDO will bring

about, including the opportunity

to broaden PDO’s remit beyond

its current mandate and exploit

new areas of value creation for

Oman and especially in terms of

accelerated delivery of renew-

able energies.”

EDO is a closed joint stock

company, wholly owned by the

government of Oman. EDO will

be an independent, stand-alone

entity, able to rely on internally

generated cash flows and market

financing to meet its capital re-

quirements, and will not be de-

pendent on state backing. 

This independence will enable

Oman to further progress energy

(oil, gas and renewables) invest-

ments including to generate fu-

ture economic growth with

reduced constraints.

EDO to play central role in
Oman’s energy transition

Our Correspondent
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2020 was a tough year for

Oman’s economy as the country

faced the dual-shock of the coro-

navirus pandemic and sudden

decline in oil prices which badly

affected economic activities and

government’s fiscal position.

Oman’s nominal GDP de-

creased by 16.5 per cent to

RO18.190bn in the first nine

months of 2020 compared to

RO21.776bn in the same period

of the previous year, according to

the official figures released on

Thursday.

The sultanate’s Ministry of

Economy estimates the nominal

GDP to stand at around

RO24.7bn for the full year 2020.

The sharp contraction in the

sultanate’s GDP at market prices

was driven by a 24.4 per cent de-

cline in hydrocarbon sector amid

low oil prices and a 12.4 per cent

drop in non-oil GDP as the pan-

demic took a major toll on eco-

nomic activities during the

January–September period of

last year. The COVID-19 pan-

demic triggered tremendous

challenges for the national econ-

omy, which prompted the gov-

ernment to undertake a set of

precautionary measures, includ-

ing partial lockdowns, to contain

the spread of the coronavirus.

With lower oil prices and re-

duced production, total value of

petroleum activities dropped to

RO5.790bn in the first nine

months of 2020 compared to

RO7.662bn in same period of

2019, while non-petroleum ac-

tivities fell to RO13.152bn last

year from RO15.016bn in the

same period of the previous year,

the data released by the National

Centre for Statistics and Infor-

mation showed.

Among the non-oil sectors, in-

dustrial sector output dropped

by nearly 20 per cent to

RO3.296bn during the January–

September period of 2020 from

RO4.110bn recorded in the same

period a year ago. Manufacturing

activities fell 24.6 per cent to

RO1.589bn and constructions

sector recorded a 21 per cent de-

cline at RO1.126bn.

Services sector, the biggest

contributor to Oman’s GDP, 

witnessed a 10.6 per cent plunge

during the January–September

period of 2020 at RO9.285bn

compared to RO10.385bn in 

the corresponding period of

2019.

Within services sector,

wholesale and retail trade took

the biggest hit of 31.4 per cent

during the first nine months of

2020 at RO1.066bn compared

with RO1.554bn recorded in the

same period a year ago. Value of

activities in the transport, stor-

age and communication seg-

ment fell 17.5 per cent to

RO1.043bn, while financial sec-

tor witnessed a 10 per cent de-

cline at RO1.361bn against

RO1.514bn recorded in the previ-

ous year. Value of real estate

services fell by 14.2 per cent to

RO882.3mn.

COVID-19, low oil prices
take toll on Oman’s GDP

Muscat – The board of directors

of the Authority of Small and

Medium Enterprises (SME) De-

velopment on Thursday held its

first meeting under the chair-

manship of H E Qais Mo-

hammed al Yousef, Minister of

Commerce, Industry and Invest-

ment Promotion, and chairman

of the board of the Authority.

The board discussed several

topics that included defining the

map of completing the support

for SME sector during this stage

of the renewed renaissance and

Oman Vision 2040 under the

wise leadership of His Majesty

Sultan Haitham bin Tarik. The

board also discussed enhancing

the SMEs prospective role in di-

versifying the national economy.

Further, the board also dis-

cussed the organisational struc-

ture of the Authority of SME

Development and approving its

action plan during 2021, as well

as the mechanisms to organise

policies of finance to entrepre-

neurs for the upcoming stage.

The board also viewed the

Authority’s five-year plan associ-

ated with priorities of Oman Vi-

sion 2040.

ONA

Authority of SME Development
holds meet, reviews 5-year plan
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EDO’s establishment is part of the
era of a renewed Renaissance for
Oman, and contributes to the 
positive sentiment of international
investors towards the country’s
economy
Haifa al KHaifi

Muscat – HSBC has announced

the formation of a dedicated Sus-

tainable and Transition Finance

Team in the Middle East, North

Africa and Turkey (MENAT).

The team will help institutions,

corporates and individuals tran-

sition to a more sustainable

economy.

Speaking at Abu Dhabi Sus-

tainability Week, Noel Quinn,

HSBC’s group chief executive,

said, “Our best chance to achieve

a successful global transition to

net-zero is in partnership, where

the public and private sectors are

working together to create the

optimal conditions for sustain-

able growth and are aligned on a

common goal.” 

The new team has deep tech-

nical knowledge of the environ-

mental, social and governance

(ESG) opportunities and chal-

lenges facing HSBC’s customers,

as well as the evolving regulatory

space and its impacts. With a

presence in all of HSBC’s mar-

kets across MENAT, the team

will work with all of HSBC’s

bankers to provide advice, ex-

pertise and financing solutions to

customers across all sectors and

segments – no matter what

stage of the sustainability jour-

ney they are on, according to a

press release. 

The MENAT Sustainable and

Transition Finance Team will

work closely with HSBC’s re-

cently launched global ESG Solu-

tions Team to bring the bank’s

extensive global experience and

expertise in ESG finance to cus-

tomers in MENAT.

The newly formed team will

be co-led by Gareth Thomas,

HSBC’s head of global banking in

MENAT; and Daniel Howlett,

HSBC’s head of commercial

banking in MENAT.

To support customers in their

transition to lower carbon emis-

sions, HSBC is aiming to provide

up to US$1tn of financing and in-

vestment globally by 2030, an

unprecedented commitment

that will help to build a thriving,

resilient future for society and

the economy.

In 2020, HSBC saw a six-fold

increase in its sustainable and

transition finance activity in

MENAT over 2019, with the

bank bringing a number of inno-

vative deals to market. 

Most recently, HSBC played a

key role in the issuance of the

world’s first ‘transition’ sukuk,

which was issued by Etihad Air-

ways. The US$600mn raised by

the airline will be used for en-

ergy-efficient aircraft and re-

search and development into

sustainable aviation fuel. The

sukuk also included a commit-

ment from the airline to pay a

penalty in the form of carbon off-

sets if it fails to meet its short-

term target to reduce the carbon

intensity of its passenger fleet.

Meanwhile, in September

2020, HSBC helped Saudi Elec-

tricity Company raise US$1.3bn

in the first public US dollar-de-

nominated green issuance from

the kingdom, and then a few

weeks later Egypt, which issued

the region’s first sovereign green

bond.

HSBC launches sustainable and
transition finance team in Mideast

Gareth ThomasNoel Quinn
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Omran Group, the executive arm

of the sultanate for tourism de-

velopment, has appointed Hashil

bin Obaid al Mahrouqi as new

CEO, replacing the group’s for-

mer CEO Peter Walichnowski.

The appointment reflects the

belief in empowering national

competencies to lead the next

stage of Omran’s journey.

Mahrouqi was selected after he

passed the professional tests and

job interviews conducted for var-

ious candidates for the position,

Omran said in a press statement.

Mahrouqi’s experience spans

20 years in managing real estate

project investments and com-

mercial contracts, and he held a

number of positions, the last of

which were senior manager of

investment real estate at the

Oman Investment Authority

(OIA), chairman and CEO of Yiti

Tourism Development Com-

pany, chairman of the executive

committee and a member of the

board of directors at ASAAS

Company.

In addition, he has also been a

member in a number of boards

of directors and associated com-

mittees in OIA’s real estate in-

vestments in both the United

Kingdom and Germany. This also

coincided with other roles that

he assumed, including managing

local and international real estate

investment portfolios amounting

to RO1bn in the sectors of hospi-

tality, entertainment, logistics,

retail and multi-purpose projects,

as well as leading projects to at-

tract foreign direct investment

worth tens of millions.

Eng Mohammed bin Salim al

Busaidi, Omran’s chairman said,

“We are delighted to welcome

the new CEO of Omran Group.

His appointment reflects our 

belief in the young Omani 

competencies to lead the group

towards achieving more accom-

plishments.”

“In the next stage, we are

looking forward to expanding the

capabilities of Omran, its sub-

sidiaries and the wide portfolio of

diversified tourism assets and in-

vestments throughout the sul-

tanate, in line with the directions

of OIA, while focusing on maxi-

mizing investment returns and

achieving in-country value.

These efforts will contribute to

achieving the goals of Oman

2040 Vision, in addition to at-

tracting tourism investments,

developing pioneering projects

and generating social and eco-

nomic returns for the sultanate,”

he added.

Omran appoints Mahrouqi as new CEO

Hashil bin Obaid al Mahrouqi



BUsiness

06     MUsCat Daily     Sunday, JanuaRy 24, 2021

Market analysis - OMan

Most of the listed companies at

the Muscat Securities Market

(MSM) have announced their

initial financial results for 2020

which supported the market

last week.

The benchmark MSM30

Index ended the week up by

2.99 per cent. All the sub-in-

dices ended positively for the

week. The Industrial index was

the best performer with a

weekly gain of 4.75 per cent,

followed by Services index gains

at 1.68 per cent and Financial

index at 1.46 per cent. The

MSM Shariah index increased

by 2.5 per cent.

Local news
uOman Cement announced an

update on the lawsuit regarding

the projects of installation of a

new cement mill which was

commissioned in the year 2016

and the upgradation of the pol-

lution control facility for one of

the kilns which was commis-

sioned in the year 2017. Both

projects were executed under

EPDC contracts by the same

contractor FLsmidth Company.

Due to the delay in completion

of both projects, company had

raised a claim for imposing liq-

uidated damages on the con-

tractor. Parallely, the contractor

has also raised claim for addi-

tional cost incurred by them to-

wards the cement mill project.

Now the issue has been amica-

bly settled and contractor has

agreed to pay US$1.757mn

against liquidated damages to

Oman Cement against the two

projects mentioned above and

had withdrawn their claim for

additional cost. 

uDuqm Refinery, the sul-

tanate’s biggest industrial in-

vestment which is a US$7bn

venture under implementation

at the Special Economic Zone at

Duqm, has been rebranded as

OQ8. The announcement came

in a tweet posted over the

weekend by Duqm Refinery and

Petrochemical Industries Com-

pany (DRPIC), a joint venture of

OQ, the wholly Omani govern-

ment owned integrated energy

group, and Kuwait Petroleum

International (Q8).

uThe 66th issue of govern-

ment development bonds re-

ceived applications worth

RO149.6mn, subscribed 1.5

times. Total allotment was

RO100mn. The average yield

was 4.86 per cent, while the

highest yield was 5.03 per cent

and the lowest was at 4.55 per

cent. The three-year bond car-

ries a coupon rate of 4.75 per

cent per annum and were is-

sued on January 20, 2021 with

maturity on January 20, 2024.

This was the first three-year de-

velopment bonds issue by

Oman.

uOur analysis of Omani banks’

initial unaudited financial re-

sults for 2020 revealed that the

combined net profits of the

banks fell by about 33 per cent

year-on-year during 2020.

Combined operating income of

all banks fell 4.25 per cent year-

on-year, largely on account of a

significant drop seen in other

operating income of most

banks. Operating expense

growth was well-contained,

with combined operating ex-

penses having fallen by 0.76 per

cent. However, as the fall in op-

erating income outpaced the fall

in operating income, combined

operating profit of all banks fell

by 7.4 per cent for 2020 on

year-on-year basis.

GCC markets
Saudi Arabia’s Projects Support

Fund Initiative has signed an

agreement with Tadawul, the

Saudi Stock Exchange, to pro-

vide economic stimulus for

listed companies. The initiative

targets private sector compa-

nies in the healthcare, educa-

tion and large real estate devel-

opment sectors, in a bid to help

GDP growth, create employ-

ment and support local compa-

nies. The agreement targets

companies listed in the Saudi

stock exchange, indicating that

the stimulus is to be provided

through long-term loans to the

companies. Listed companies

will see their financing limits in-

creased and Tadawul said it

was confident the move would

encourage more companies to

list on the exchange. The Proj-

ects Support Fund Initiative was

established as part of the gov-

ernment’s stimulus initiatives

with an initial capital of

SAR10bn. It was reported ear-

lier this month that Saudi Arabia

is set to lead the regional initial

public offering (IPO) market

this year, with authorities be-

lieved to be viewing over 15 po-

tential listing applications.

Abu Dhabi is introducing a

AED6bn supply chain financing

initiative to back a variety of

sectors as part of its efforts to

support small and medium en-

terprises (SMEs). The first

phase of the Abu Dhabi Depart-

ment of Finance (DoF) initiative,

which aims to provide liquidity

to SMEs in the healthcare sec-

tor, will be delivered by National

Health Insurance Company

(Daman) and First Abu Dhabi

Bank (FAB). While the new

funding initiative will initially

support healthcare SMEs, it will

be extended to include other

sectors and banks, the DoF 

said.

Bahrain has hired a group of

banks to arrange a multi-

tranche US dollar-denominated

bond sale, as Gulf borrowers

line up to tap the market 

following a dull 2020. An is-

suance comprising benchmark

tranches of seven years, 12

years and/or 30 years will fol-

low, subject to market condi-

tions, the document said.

Benchmark generally means at

least US$500mn.

According to secondary

sources, OPEC’s total crude oil

production averaged 25.36mn

barrels per day (bpd) in Decem-

ber 2020, up by 0.28mn bpd on

monthly basis. Crude oil output

increased mainly in Libya, Iraq

and the UAE, while production

decreased primarily in Nigeria,

Congo and Angola. Libya’s

crude oil output in December

rose to 1.22mn bpd, according

to secondary sources. 

The share of OPEC’s crude

oil in total global production

was up by 0.1 per cent in De-

cember to 27.3 per cent com-

pared with the previous month. 

Global news
China’s gross domestic product

in 2020 grew on the tail wind of

investment and consumption,

backed by a relatively rapid re-

covery from the COVID-19 pan-

demic that also fueled exports.

Full-year growth came in at 2.3

per cent year-on-year in real

terms excluding price fluctua-

tions, the National Bureau of

Statistics said, higher than the

median 2.1 per cent projected

by economists. The growth, the

lowest in the 44 years, was

lower than the 6 per cent

achieved in 2019. However, the

growth in the final quarter im-

proved to 6.5 per cent, riding

the momentum of the 4.9 per

cent expansion achieved in the

third quarter and the 3.2 per

cent growth seen in the second

quarter.

Recommendation
Global markets firmed up dur-

ing the week as the new US

President Joe Biden, was sworn

in to the Office. 

Further, the markets took

heat from comments by the

Treasury Nominee, Janet

Yellen, on pushing through the

new President’s coronavirus

stimulus package. 

Investors set aside concerns

over the COVID-19 crisis – al-

though the disease continues to

cast a shadow as governments

keep lockdowns in place.

Regionally, all the markets

were positive, supported by a

general improvement in senti-

ment, increase in oil prices and

better earnings for the full year

2020. 

We expect this momentum

to continue in the coming 

week.

Locally, most of the listed

companies disclosed initial fi-

nancial results for 2020 during

the last week, which supported

the market.

MSM surges as firms announce results

By special arrangement with U Capital

(Muscat Daily)

Brussels, Belgium - A slowdown

in eurozone business activity ac-

celerated in January, making a

new recession almost certain as

the COVID-19 pandemic contin-

ues to batter the economy, a key

survey showed.

The closely watched PMI

index compiled by IHS Markit is

considered the earliest indicator

of the state of the economy and

the latest reading confirmed

fears that the year-old virus crisis

is still going strong.

“A double-dip recession for

the eurozone economy is looking

increasingly inevitable as tighter

COVID-19 restrictions took a fur-

ther toll on businesses in Janu-

ary,” Chris Williamson, chief

business economist at IHS

Markit, said. 

This meant that the

economies of the 19 countries

that use the single currency,

dominated by Germany and

France, would sink back into re-

cession after only a very short re-

covery over the European

summer.

The firm’s closely watched

PMI index fell from 49.1 points in

December to 47.5 points this

month, further away from the

50-point level which indicates

growth.

Williamson noted however

that the bad start to 2021 would

be less damaging than the eco-

nomic collapse seen in the 

first wave of the pandemic last

year.

This was due to the ‘ongoing

relative resilience of manufactur-

ing, rising demand for exported

goods and the lockdown meas-

ures having been less stringent

on average than last year’, he

said.

The difference between

France and Germany was no-

table. 

German exports managed to

keep the country narrowly on a

growth trajectory, while French

business activity sank.

The situation for the rest of

the eurozone, accounting for a

little more than half of the bloc’s

economy, was even worse.

Worryingly, employment

across the eurozone fell for an

eleventh consecutive month, al-

beit with modest increases in

France and Germany, IHS Markit

said.

Much hope has been put in

the distribution of vaccinations

to reopen the economy but the

campaign in the EU is going at a

slower pace than hoped.

The rollout of vaccines had in-

stilled ‘a strong degree of confi-

dence’ but ‘the recent rise in

virus case numbers has caused

some pull-back in optimism’,

Williamson said.

IHS Markit on Friday also

posted an alarming survey result

for Britain, where activity col-

lapsed from a modest expansion

in December to a low 40.6

points in January. 

AFP

Double-dip recession ‘inevitable’ for
Europe as COVID-19 batters economy

A pedestrian walks past an advertisement indicating discounts in a shop

in Rennes, France on Friday (AFP)

San Francisco, US - Google par-

ent company Alphabet an-

nounced it was shutting down

‘Loon’, a high-profile project aim-

ing to deliver wireless Internet

via flying balloons in the strato-

sphere, because it is not com-

mercially viable.

The idea behind Loon was to

build a network of balloons to ex-

pand Internet connectivity to un-

derserved areas and disaster

zones and was initially part of an

Alphabet ‘moonshot factory’

known as X, which aims to create

projects to disrupt new sectors.

In a blog, X’s Astro Teller an-

nounced the decision, adding:

‘Sadly, despite the team’s

groundbreaking technical

achievements over the last 9

years... the road to commercial

viability has proven much longer

and riskier than hoped.’

Loon was deployed to provide

Internet in Puerto Rico after Hur-

ricane Maria in 2017, as well as

after a major earthquake in Peru.

But Loon CEO Alastair West-

garth said the company had

failed ‘to get the costs low

enough to build a long-term, sus-

tainable business’. Operations

will be wound down in ‘the com-

ing months’, with the hope that

Loon employees will be rede-

ployed at Alphabet, the firm said.

Loon’s giant, transparent plas-

tic balloons are powered by solar

panels and navigated using arti-

ficial intelligence systems.

AFP

Alphabet closes down
high-profile Internet
balloon project ‘Loon’

Washington, US - US govern-

ment data released the day after

Joe Biden entered the White

House made clear the scale of

the employment crisis facing the

new president as the country

struggles to make it through the

COVID-19 pandemic. 

The US saw 900,000 new fil-

ings for unemployment benefits

last week, the Labor Department

said, a huge number that remains

well above the single worst week

of the 2008-2010 global finan-

cial crisis, during which Biden

served as vice president under

Barack Obama.

Economists had been expect-

ing a significant reduction in sea-

sonally adjusted claims in the

week ended January 16, but in-

stead they fell just 26,000 from

the prior week’s downwardly re-

vised total, underscoring the

damage done by the pandemic’s

renewed onslaught in the coun-

try.

The government also re-

ported 423,734 new filings made

under the Pandemic Unemploy-

ment Assistance programme for

self-employed people not nor-

mally eligible for benefits.

That was nearly twice the

week prior, after that programme

lapsed briefly amid a standoff in

Washington over extending it

and other aid.

All told, nearly 16mn people

were receiving some form of as-

sistance from the government as

of January 2 - a figure that’s ex-

pected to rise.

Citing the report, National

Economic Council Director Brian

Deese called on Congress to

quickly enact Biden’s US$1.9tn

recovery plan.

“We must act now to get this

virus under control, stabilise the

economy and reduce the long-

term scarring that will only

worsen if bold action isn’t taken,”

he said in a statement.

Biden’s spending proposal is

aimed at both improving the roll-

out of COVID-19 vaccines that

are seen as the economy’s best

hope for a sustained recovery,

and aiding small businesses and

the unemployed.

With his Democrats only nar-

rowly controlling both houses of

Congress, it’s unclear what de-

gree of support Biden’s package

will get from Republicans.

Michael Feroli of JP Morgan

predicted Congress could pare

the President’s plan down to the

US$900bn range, matching a

separate measure approved last

month. 

AFP

US jobless claim data underscores crisis awaiting Biden

Empty tables sit outside of restaurants in downtown Brooklyn in New

York City on January 08 (AFP)
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Meethaq, the pioneer of Islamic

banking in Oman from Bank

Muscat, has launched the 2021

edition of its Hibati Savings

scheme based on Sharia’a rules

and principles. In line with its vi-

sion ‘To serve you better, every-

day’ and commitment to

partnership in promoting a

healthy savings habit in Oman,

the bank’s 2021 Hibati savings

scheme will give away over

RO1.5mn in cash prizes through-

out the year. Since its launch in

2018, the Hibati Savings Scheme

has grown rapidly to become one

of the top Islamic savings

schemes in Oman.

Amor Said al Amri, Meethaq

head of Retail Branches, said,

“We are delighted to launch the

Hibati Savings programme for

2021. The bank has been con-

stantly updating the prize

scheme taking into account cus-

tomer feedback from across the

sultanate. The total cash prize

amount has been increased sub-

stantially this year and the

scheme will now give more

chances for customers to win

valuable prizes.” 

He thanked all customers for

their confidence in the scheme

and in the various products and

services of Meethaq.

Based on the unrestricted

Mudarabah contract, the cash

prizes offered under Hibati’s

2021 prize draw scheme are

‘Hiba’ (gift) from Meethaq to its

customers and are paid out of

Mudarib’s (shareholders’) own

sources. The cash prizes are in

addition to the profit share of In-

vestment Account Holders

(IAHs) in the General Mu-

darabah Pool as per the declared

profit sharing weightages.

The 2021 Hibati scheme in-

cludes 100 weekly prizes of

RO100 each. All customers

maintaining a minimum weekly

average balance of RO100 will be

entered into the draws. This

year’s scheme will also feature 2

quarterly draws with each draw

having two sub draws offering 10

prizes of RO5,000 and

RO10,000 each. Customers

maintaining a quarterly mini-

mum average balance of

RO1,000 will be entered into the

draw for 10 prizes of RO5,000

each, while customers maintain-

ing a minimum quarterly average

balance of RO5,000 will be au-

tomatically entered into the draw

for 10 prizes of RO10,000 each. 

These draws will take place in

April and October for the first

and third quarters of 2021 re-

spectively. 

In addition, the 2021 Hibati

scheme offers two Grand draws;

a Mid-year and an End of Year

draw. For every RO30,000 in

quarterly average balance main-

tained in the preceding quarter,

the customer shall be entitled to

one entry to the Grand draws.

Four grand prizes of RO50,000

each and one grand prize of

RO100,000 will be given away

during the Mid-year draw as well

as the End of Year draw. Other

special prizes to be given away

during the year include 51 Na-

tional Day prizes of RO1,000

each and 30 Omani Women’s

Day prizes of RO1,000 each.

Prizes totaling over RO1.5mn will

be given away to a record num-

ber of 5,331 winners in 2021.

The Hibati savings scheme is

the first-of-its-kind aimed at

helping customers realise their

aspirations and thereby boost

the savings culture in Oman. The

Hibati Savings Scheme, which is

a broad savings scheme with

multiple cash prizes shared by

the largest number of winners at

a regular frequencies, stems

from Meethaq’s commitment to

reciprocate in giving back to the

community. 

Customers with Hibati Sav-

ings Accounts enjoy one of the

largest number of benefits in

Oman which includes attractive

Mudarabah profit rates, cash

prizes through draws, Visa Debit

Card, no minimum balance

charges and e-banking facilities. 

Very importantly, every

Meethaq product goes through

the process of Sharia’a compli-

ance certification by the Sharia’a

Supervisory Board and is created

in line with the guidelines of the

Central Bank of Oman.

For more details, please visit

https://www.meethaq.om/en/

depositproducts/Pages/de-

tails.aspx#hibati or call on

24656666.

Meethaq launches its mega
RO1.5mn Hibati prize draw 

Indian School Talent Fest - ISTF

2020, the second edition of the

magnificent mega event, organ-

ised by Indian School Ma’abela,

under the aegis of the Board of

Directors, Indian Schools, Sul-

tanate of Oman, was inaugu-

rated virtually on January 22.

ISTF 2020 is a breakthrough in

the realm of education as the

events were aesthetically

planned to entertain, enlighten

and empower the young talents

through virtual platforms.

The opening ceremony was

graced by the presence of the

chief guest, Dr Sudha Murty,

chairperson of Infosys Founda-

tion, Indian author and social

worker; guest of honour, Lakshmi

Gopalaswamy, Indian film ac-

tress and classical dancer; Dr

Baby Sam Saamuel, chairman-

Board of Directors of Indian

Schools in the Sultanate of

Oman; Gajesh Kumar Dhariwal-

DIC, ISAM, Board of Directors,

directors on the Board of Indian

Schools, Jolly Mathews, presi-

dent of Indian School Ma’abela

School Management Commit-

tee, presidents and members of

the School Management Com-

mittees of all Indian Schools and

Care and Special Education in

Oman, principals, dignitaries,

teachers, parents and students of

Indian schools.

The inaugural function com-

menced with the lighting of the

lamp followed by a prayer song.

The digital flag hoisting, followed

by the theme song, marked the

inauguration of ISTF 2020. In his

introductory note, Dr Saamuel

highlighted the significance of

finding oneself, and self expres-

sion which is the beginning of the

journey towards finding the iden-

tity and purpose of life. 

The chairman added that ISTF

2020 emphasises on participa-

tion and collaboration rather

than competition, thus enabling

the children to be lifelong learn-

ers; happy and resilient under all

circumstances.

Dr Sudha appreciated the or-

ganisers for making the talent

fest non competitive. She further

said that every child is a like a

hidden diamond that should be

polished and brought out to the

world. The chief guest advised

the children to have an extremely

steady and strong mind, to be in

the company of people who up-

hold good value system and to

remain confident. 

Lakshmi motivated everyone

to follow their passion and to

face life with confidence.

More than 10,000 students

from 21 Indian Schools across the

sultanate are participating in 37

events of ISTF 2020. 

ISTF 2020 - The
mega virtual 
carnival begins

Unimoni, a leading remittance,

foreign exchange and payment

solutions brand in the Sultanate

of Oman, has opened its branch

inside new integrated commu-

nity mall Al Khuwayr Square,

near Al Khuwayr Park.

The branch was formally inau-

gurated by Mohamed bin Salim

al Busaidi, chairman of Omran

and former member of Majlis

A’Shura (Shura Council) in the

presence of Sheik Fahad bin Mo-

hammed al Khalili, founder and

CEO of Bayan Investment House,

Tonny George Alexander, direc-

tor of Unimoni Oman, Boban MP,

CEO of Unimoni Oman and other

senior officials.

The new branch offers a

broad range of financial services

like instant money transfer, 

real-time account credit facility

for Individual and corporate cus-

tomers, foreign currency ex-

change, and utility payment. The

branch will remain open from

9.30am to 9.30pm on all days.

“The opening of the branch is

in line with our retail expansion

plans and reaffirms our commit-

ment to provide customers with

seamless money transfer and

foreign exchange solutions. In

addition to the services available

at the branch, on-the-move cus-

tomers can use our online money

transfer service to conveniently

transfer money through Unimoni

Oman app or web portal. The

new branch also will have the

self-service kiosk facility,” said

Boban MP, CEO, Unimoni Oman.

Unimoni Oman commenced

its operation in the sultanate in

1995. In a very short span of

time, it has grown and expanded

its branch network to 58 outlets,

which is the largest in Oman.

Unimoni opens branch in Al Khuwayr Square

Under the auspices of the Min-

istry of Higher Education, Re-

search and Innovation, the 10th

edition of Oman Forum 2021 im-

parting insights on the roadmap

for Vision 2040 and Renewed

Renaissance to facilitate a con-

structive dialogue amongst

stakeholders, is set to enlighten

the audience on March 8. 

The half-day event delivered

in Arabic will take place at the

Sheraton Oman Hotel. H E Dr

Saif bin Abdullah bin Sulaiman al

Haddabi, Undersecretary - Re-

search and Innovation, Ministry

of Higher Education, Research

and Innovation, will be the guest

of honour and the keynote

speaker.

Graced by top government of-

ficials, decision makers, C-suite

executives, business owners,

SMEs, young entrepreneurs, uni-

versity graduates and change

makers, the event offers capti-

vating content and a line-up of

key personalities from the sul-

tanate. They will review Oman’s

journey on the path of the Re-

newed Renaissance that aims to

leverage its competitive advan-

tage, foster private sector driven

competitive business environ-

ment, and create an efficient and

friendly governance framework.   

The event will align the policy

makers and thought leaders to

offer perspectives for overcom-

ing challenges posed by the 

pandemic, the economic and so-

cial implications and measures to

make Oman a self-sustained na-

tion. The engaging panel discus-

sions and presentations made by

industry stalwarts, budding en-

trepreneurs, ecosystem enablers

and the thought provoking ad-

dress by the eminent profiles, will

offer in-depth direction on

Oman’s futuristic plans, govern-

ment policies and socio-eco-

nomic environment.

For more information, contact

Shaikh Ahmed on 98049369.

Oman Forum 2021 to focus 
on Renewed Renaissance

Mazda’s strong, stylish and pop-

ular line-up comprising the MX-

5, CX-3, CX-5 and CX-30, has

recently bagged the top spots in

the Consumer Reports’ annual

survey of vehicle reliability.

Mazda has ascended to the

number one spot for the first

time with their strong and stylish

line-up. Mazda nabbed the top

spot with powertrains that used

durable six-speed automatic

transmissions instead of CVTs.

Mazda also didn’t rely on overly

fancy infotainment systems, in-

stead  going against industry

trends  with interiors that dis-

courage screen use during driv-

ing and encourage buttons and

dials that can be handled without

taking one’s eyes off the road. 

The Consumer Reports’

brand-level rankings are based

on the average predicted reliabil-

ity score for vehicles in the

brand’s model line-up. The pre-

dicted reliability score is calcu-

lated on a 0 to 100 point scale,

with the average rating falling

between 41 and 60 points. 

The most reliable Mazda was

the MX-5 with a score of 98 out

of 100, followed by the CX-30,

CX-3, and CX-5, all scoring 85

and higher. 

The top awards highlight the

excellence and superiority of

Mazda’s vehicles in their respec-

tive class. 

Among the factors that set

Mazda vehicles apart from their

competition are superior per-

formance and excellence in inte-

rior quality. Mazda with its

high-end interiors, elegant de-

signs and overall great perform-

ances, provides drivers with

unforgettable experiences be-

hind the wheel compared to

other mainstream car brands. 

Mazda’s stylish and reliable

range, brought to Oman by Tow-

ell Auto Centre (TAC), com-

prises Mazda CX-3, Mazda CX-5

and Mazda CX-30 and the 

MX-5. 

According to Towell Auto

Centre (TAC), the sole distribu-

tor of Mazda vehicles in the Sul-

tanate of Oman, ‘Mazda has a

wide range of most sought after

vehicles with advanced technol-

ogy and global appeal. The new

range of luxury vehicles include

features like Mazda’s Skyactiv

technology, which assures fuel

efficiency without compromising

on safety and performance. The

Mazda CX-5, CX-3 and CX-

30  are all big on performance

and at the same time give drivers

a premium feel, thanks to their

plush interiors combined with a

sporty feel behind the wheel,

while the all-new MX-5 Miata

roadster truly represents

Mazda’s ethos for desirable and

well built vehicles that represent

great value for money. With stel-

lar attributes like these, it’s no

wonder that Mazda has bagged

top spot for reliability in the Con-

sumer Reports’ annual survey of

vehicle reliability.”

In Oman, TAC is recognised

as a trusted name in customer

service and a pioneer in the au-

tomobile business since 1972. A

group company of the W J Tow-

ell Group, TAC takes off from the

principle of its parent company

and ensures the easy availability

of high quality motor products

coupled with the highest stan-

dard of service to its esteemed

customers.

Mazda has brought quality to

the roads of Oman, and TAC has

made owning a Mazda an 

absolute joy, thanks to their ex-

cellent after-sales service, avail-

ability of genuine parts for all

Mazda models, their efficient

staff, amazing promotions and

innovative solutions for a better

customer experience.

To find out more about Towell

Auto Centre’s showrooms and

servicing centres, you can log on

to www.mazdaoman.com, or

just walk into any one of Towell

Auto Centre’s 9 Mazda show-

rooms situated across the Sul-

tanate of Oman. Now you can

also download the revamped

Mazda Oman mobile app to get

easy access to everything related

to Mazda in Oman.

Mazda ranks first for reliability in Consumer Reports’ survey 
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Renault Oman organised an 

exclusive preview of the limited-

edition Renault Megane RS Tro-

phy-R for a host of auto

aficionados at its showroom re-

cently. The most high-perfor-

mance production car Renault

has ever put on the market, is

rooted in the brand’s immense

history in motorsport. 

The Renault Megane RS Tro-

phy-R, which has the exception-

ally efficient 1.8lt 300 bhp

engine, brings to the roads the

technologies and know-how Re-

nault Sport has developed on the

racetrack. The Renault Megane

RS Trophy-R was launched in the

form of limited series numbering

few 100 across the world.

The car set a new officially ap-

proved record and reference time

for the compact car segment of

production cars on the Nord-

schleife of the Nürburgring, now

a world-renowned race track and

proving ground for cars and

sports performance. The Renault

Megane RS Trophy-R covered

the 20.600km in 07’40’’100, and

the official whole lap length of the

Nordschleife 20.832km in

07’45’’389. Renault Megane RS

Trophy-R owes its increased

speed to the weight reduction,

the work on aerodynamics and

the more radical development of

its ground links. It has been de-

signed with aerodynamic and

technical efficiency in mind, un-

derpinned by a total focus on im-

proving performance. 

The foundation was a design

tested by both computerised

fluid dynamics and a wind tunnel

to ensure the front-rear balance

was optimal and that aerody-

namic drag was minimised from

the very beginning.

A spokesperson for Renault

Oman said, “Auto aficionados

who attended the preview were

thoroughly impressed with the

incredible Renault Megane RS

Trophy-R. It was designed as a

racing car by a team of engineers

who focussed on maximum

weight reduction, reworked aero-

dynamics, and a more radical de-

velopment of its drive axles.”

Renault Megane 
RS rally
In another event organised by

Renault Oman, seven Renault

Megane RS owners joined in for

a meet and greet and partici-

pated in a rally around Muscat. 

The rally which started from

Renault Qurm showroom, took

the road to Bait al Alam and

moved through Riyam Park,

Muttrah Corniche and Barik al

Shatti. After a small coffee break,

the rally which passed through

the Sultan Qaboos Highway

ended at Al Mouj Muscat. 

Renault Megane RS has been

impressing car aficionados with

its unparalleled driving perform-

ance and motorsport cutting-

edge technology. Suitable for all

enthusiasts and driven by its

powerful design and focused on

performance, Renault Megane

RS makes no attempt to hide its

motorsport pedigree, offering

outstanding driving pleasure on

the road and on the track. 

The Megane RS features a

new generation of 1.8lt turbo en-

gine, delivering 280hp and

390Nm, thanks to the develop-

ment work jointly carried out by

engineers from Renault Sport

Cars and Renault Sport Racing.

The car comes with 6AT Elec-

tronic Dual Clutch transmission.

Salem al Rawahy, a partici-

pant in the rally said, “I drive an

orange Megane RS and had a

great experience with Renault. It

was good to see how different

people experienced the same

car. The Trophy-R has been

recognised as the fastest car in

some race ring in Germany.

What differentiates it is that it’s

lightweight, performance, man-

ual gear and the fact that it does-

n’t have any back seats which

makes it special.”

Merging competence, dexter-

ity and constancy, new Megane

RS chassis is jam-packed with

motorsports cutting-edge tech-

nology: 4Control System, inde-

pendent pivot front-axle and

suspension with hydraulic com-

pression stops. With its finely-

tuned chassis and 4Control

technology, complete with four-

wheel steering, the car has be-

come a benchmark in the

C-segment hot hatch market.

For more information, visit

https://www.renault.com.om/

or call Toll Free number on

80050011.

Renault Oman organises exclusive preview
of Megane RS Trophy-R, holds rally

Leveraging local capabilities in

addressing high-end require-

ments, Oman Educational Serv-

ices (OES) and Prime Business

Solutions (PBS) have signed a

collaborative agreement to coop-

erate for the development of an

advanced Student Information

System (SIS) and the implemen-

tation of GEARS ERP, a cutting-

edge comprehensive enterprise

resource planning solution.

GEARS ERP, fully developed

by PBS, is designed to help in-

crease productivity, lower costs

and improve operations’ moni-

toring and collaborations. By

rolling out GEARS ERP to one of

OES entities, the German Univer-

sity of Technology in Oman

(GUtech), OES will not only be

able to embrace current best

practices, but it will also enable

the university to integrate emerg-

ing technology to support chang-

ing organisational demands.

OES and PBS collaboration

goes beyond implementing

GEARS ERP, but to work together

on developing a new advanced

higher education grade student

information system (SIS). The

SIS will extend the ERP features

to respond to the needs of the

higher education sector and align

the organisation and business in-

sights of private universities and

colleges. The ERP and SIS solu-

tions will provide GUtech’s stu-

dents as well as administrative

and faculty members with the

latest technology tools enabling

real time access to information

and processes.  Dr Hussain al

Salmi, CEO of OES and GUtech

acting rector said, “The collabora-

tion with PBS, a strong and for-

ward-looking Omani company,

allows us to consolidate different

solutions for a streamlined man-

agement of academic and admin-

istrative operations.” 

Eng Hilal al Busaidi, chairman

of PBS, stated, “This agreement

aims to localise technology and

cement the collaborative effort

towards a digital Oman as set

out in the national strategy of

Oman Vision 2040. We are ac-

tively involved in the develop-

ment of Omani technology

solutions that we look forward to

exporting internationally.”

OES, PBS sign pact to develop
student information system National Bank of Oman (NBO)

has launched its 2021 Al Kanz

Savings Scheme, pledging

RO3.251mn in prize money over

the course of the year. 

Under the theme ‘Saving for a

better tomorrow’, the yearly

scheme aims to help the bank’s

customers save for the future

with a variety of monthly, 

quarterly and half yearly draws,

offering big rewards. The an-

nouncement was made during a

special event with guest of hon-

our Dr Said bin Hamad al Rubei’,

vice chancellor of the University

of Technology and Applied Sci-

ences,  in attendance. 

The bank also conducted the

final 2020 Mega Draw, which

gave two lucky account-holders

RO250,000 each, as well as

RO65,000 as part of its monthly

draws. As it embarks on Al Kanz

Savings Scheme’s 26th year, NBO

continues to reward its cus-

tomers, while supporting them to

lead financially secure lives.

Wessam al Asfoor, head of

Premier Banking at NBO, said,

“We are looking forward to this

year’s Al Kanz Savings Scheme,

which continues to be a way to

engage with our customers and

instill in them a culture of saving.

Last year, taught us how impor-

tant financial security is. With

the draw, along with our Al Kanz

Savings account, which offers

unique savings opportunities 

and the utmost in customer con-

venience, we aim to help people

prepare themselves for the un-

certainty of the future.”

The scheme’s biggest payout

will be RO3.251mn in prize

money. The half-yearly Mega

Draw, which will give a total of

RO1mn to four winners in June

and December. The quarterly re-

gional draw will also give 24 cus-

tomers RO25,000 each, totalling

RO600,000 by the end of the

year. Exclusive draws will also be

conducted for Sadara account-

holders, giving away RO25,000

each to 30 winners over ten

months; Mazaya Exclusive, with

RO10,000 each going to four

winners every month; as well as

a Youth draw, giving away

RO100 to 115 winners four times

during the year. 

On top of that, 50 winners will

be given RO500 every single

month in the Salary Transfer

draws. Last year the bank also in-

troduced several brand-new seg-

ments, including a National Day

draw, giving RO1,000 to 51 win-

ners in October, and a quarterly

Women’s draw, which will give

out RO1,000 to 24 winners over

the course of the year.

Customers are eligible to win

in the Al Kanz Savings Scheme

by maintaining an average mini-

mum balance of RO100 in their

Al Kanz Savings account. Every

RO100 provides an extra chance

in the draw, so the more money

kept in the account, the more the

chance of winning. 

Meanwhile, customers simply

have to transfer their salary to

NBO to be in for the chance of

winning in the Salary Transfer

draw.

NBO promises RO3.251mn in cash prizes

Landmark International, one of

the leading auto body parts dis-

tributors in GCC region with cus-

tomer network in Africa, CIS

regions and Middle East, has

opened its door to customers in

Sur, their sixth branch in Oman.

The latest branch was inaugu-

rated on January 17 under strict

COVID-19 preventive measures. 

Landmark International -

Oman, under the leadership of

vice chairman Tariq Mohammed

al Balushi, started its operation

with its first retail outlet in Ma’a-

bela with four employees in

2018. In less than three years,

they have expanded over Oman

with four more branches, one

each in Sohar, Wadi Kabir, Nizwa

and Salalah bringing total

branches to five. With a storage

facility of  15,000sq ft, over 30

employees and more than 30

well-known auto body part

brands, Landmark is trying hard

to reach out to end-users and

consumers with best possible

prices and service. 

Landmark International Oman

is the sister company of Land-

mark International UAE. As of

date Landmark International

UAE has 12 branches spread out

in UAE with over 200 employ-

ees, over 200,000 sq ft of stor-

age facility, over 60 delivery

vehicles and over 3,000 cus-

tomers within UAE. 

Apart from UAE and Oman

Landmark has presence in India

as well with an exclusive dealer-

ship of one of the world’s most

renowned auto lamp brand

DEPO. 

Balushi expressed hope of

serving the people of Sur in the

best possible way and also an-

nounced the opening of their

seventh branch in Ma’abela

shortly.

Landmark International opens
showroom in Sur, 6th in Oman Oman Cricket Club-Salalah suc-

cessfully completed second

Level-0 course for umpires in

Salalah. The first one was held in

2016. The course was conducted

by A R Srinivasan, Level 2 ac-

credited educator in Oman, who

has been involved with Oman

Cricket for more than 30 years in

various roles. Anil Kumar, secre-

tary Oman Cricket Club Salalah,

welcomed Srinivasan and the

participants and gave a brief in-

troduction of Srinivasan to the

participants. 

Kumar also mentioned special

thanks to Srinivasan for doing

online video call sessions during

the lockdown and covering the

course in details which helped

umpires in Salalah to learn the

basics in detail with final comple-

tion over the period of two and

half days in class room

The course commenced with

Srinivasan giving his introduction

to the participants and informing

general requirements to the par-

ticipants to follow during the

course in view of COVID-19 reg-

ulations. Temperatures were

scanned and recorded for all the

members present at venue on all

three days to ensure safety of all

participants. All participants

were instructed to use mask dur-

ing the entire period except dur-

ing tea and lunch breaks and

requested to abstain from venue

if having fever/cold, etc.

Some 22 umpires successfully

completed this course out of

which 7 were already certified in

2016. Four other umpires could

not attend as they had to leave

Salalah due to personal emergen-

cies, work related transfer and

annual vacation, etc. The course

was conducted at Olympic Trad-

ing hall from Thursday, January 7

evening until Saturday, January 9

evening with exams conducted

on January 9.

All the participants were given

Certificate of Participation at the

end of the course. All umpires

were informed that the Certifi-

cate of Completion will be issued

only after successfully passing

the exams and officiating for one

complete season.

On the final day Mayur

Toprani, treasurer, Oman Cricket

Club Salalah, Hiten Dave and

Mohammed Wasim, members

Oman Cricket Club-Salalah,

were present. 

Sudhakar and the team from

Olympic Trading deserve thanks

for providing an excellent venue

with complete set up required to

conduct such an event.

Umpires’ course held in Salalah



WORLD

SUNDAY, JANUARY 24, 2021      MUSCAT DAILY      09

BIDEN ERA BEGINS

Washington, US - The Biden ad-

ministration said it will review a

landmark US deal with the Tal-

iban, focusing on whether the

insurgent group has reduced at-

tacks in Afghanistan, in keeping

with its side of the agreement.

Washington struck a deal

with the Taliban in Qatar last

year, to begin withdrawing its

troops in return for security

guarantees from the militants

and a commitment to kickstart

peace talks with the Afghan

government.

But violence across

Afghanistan has surged despite

the two sides engaging in those

talks since September.

President Joe Biden’s newly

appointed national security ad-

visor, Jake Sullivan, spoke with

his Afghan counterpart Ham-

dullah Mohib and ‘made clear

the United States’ intention to

review’ the deal, said National

Security Council spokeswoman

Emily Horne late on Friday.

Specifically, Washington

wants to check that the Taliban

is ‘living up to its commitments

to cut ties with terrorist groups,

to reduce violence in

Afghanistan, and to engage in

meaningful negotiations with

the Afghan government and

other stakeholders’, her state-

ment continued.

It added that Sullivan ‘under-

scored that the US will support

the peace process with a robust

and regional diplomatic effort,

which will aim to help the two

sides achieve a durable and just

political settlement and perma-

nent ceasefire’.

Sullivan also discussed the

United States’ support for pro-

tecting recent progress made

on women and minority groups'

rights as part of the peace

process.

When contacted, the Taliban

said they remained ‘committed

to the agreement and honour our

commitments’. “We expect the

other side to remain committed

to the agreement too,” Moham-

mad Naeem, the group’s

spokesman in Qatar, told AFP.

Washington’s move was met

with a sigh of relief from officials

in Kabul after months of specu-

lation over how the new admin-

istration would potentially

recalibrate the Afghan policy. 

Mohib, the Afghan national

security advisor, tweeted that

during the call the two sides

‘agreed to work toward a per-

manent ceasefire and a just and

durable peace’ in the country. 

Another top Afghan govern-

ment official lambasted the Tal-

iban’s failure to live up to the

February 2020 deal, saying the

agreement had failed to achieve

its stated goals.

‘The agreement so far, did

not deliver a desired goal of

ending Taliban’s violence and

bringing a ceasefire desired by

the Afghans,’ Sediq Sediqqi,

Deputy Interior Minister and

former spokesman to President

Ashraf Ghani said on Twitter.

‘The Taliban did not live up to

its commitments.’

Deadly attacks and high-pro-

file assassinations have in-

creased in recent months,

particularly in Kabul where sev-

eral journalists, activists, judges

and politicians have been mur-

dered in brazen daylight attacks.

The Taliban have denied re-

sponsibility for these killings,

but Afghan and US officials

have blamed the group.

On Tuesday, Biden’s nomi-

nee for secretary of state,

Antony Blinken, told his Senate

confirmation hearing that ‘we

want to end this so-called for-

ever war’.

AFP

Biden administration to review

US-Taliban withdrawal deal

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia - Saudi

Arabia intercepted a ‘hostile tar-

get’ over Riyadh on Saturday,

said state media in the kingdom

which has come under repeated

attack from Yemen’s Iran-

backed Huthi rebels since 2015.

An explosion was heard in the

Saudi capital at around 11.00am,

AFP correspondents reported.

“I heard a loud sound and

thought that something had

fallen from the sky,” said one res-

ident, who lives in the Al-Su-

laimaniyah district of Riyadh.

“The whole house was shaking.”

The Saudi-led coalition, which

backs Yemen’s internationally

recognised government against

the Huthis, said it had ‘inter-

cepted and destroyed a hostile

air target going towards Riyadh’,

without elaborating, according to

state-run Al Ekhbariya television

station.

Riyadh’s King Khaled Interna-

tional Airport said there were a

number of flight delays, but it

was not immediately clear if they

were linked to Saturday’s inci-

dent.

Saudi Arabia has been repeat-

edly targeted by the Huthis since

its intervention in the Yemen war

in 2015. It is rare, however, for

drones and missiles launched by

the Huthis to reach the king-

dom’s capital - about 700km

from the Yemeni border.

The Shiite rebels have yet to

comment on the incident, which

comes only days after Joe Biden

was sworn-in as US president,

replacing Donald Trump.

According to the new US sec-

retary of state, Antony Blinken,

the Biden administration will

quickly revisit the designation of

Yemen’s Huthi rebels as terror-

ists.

AFP

saudi ‘destroyed hostile air
target going towards riyadh’

Washington, US - Donald

Trump considered replacing

then-acting US attorney gen-

eral Jeffrey A Rosen with a

Justice Department lawyer

who would help him force

Georgia officials to overturn

the state’s election result, US

media reported late on Fri-

day.

The New York Times said

Trump only decided against

the move when told that all

remaining top officials at the

Justice Department would

resign en masse if the plan

went ahead.

The news, also reported in

the Washington Post, comes

as Trump is set to face a Sen-

ate trial for ‘incitement of in-

surrection’ over his role in

whipping up supporters with

unfounded claims of election

fraud before they stormed

the US Capitol in early Janu-

ary.

Trump narrowly lost Geor-

gia to Joe Biden in the No-

vember presidential election,

in a vote he baselessly

claimed was rigged. 

The reports describe

Trump’s increasing frustra-

tion with Rosen’s refusal to

wield the power of the Justice

Department to interfere in

the count.

He and Jeffrey Clark, a Jus-

tice Department lawyer who

supported Trump’s asser-

tions that the election was

stolen, allegedly came up

with a plan to replace Rosen

with Clark.

But at a three-hour show-

down involving the three

men, which officials cited in

The New York Times com-

pared to an episode of

Trump’s reality show The Ap-

prentice, the then-president

backed down after being told

the move would prompt

mass resignations. 

Clark categorically denied

that he devised any plan to

oust Rosen and said there

were inaccuracies in the re-

porting.

Trump, Rosen and the US

Justice Department have not

publicly responded to the al-

legations.

In early January, a leaked

audio tape in which Trump

pressured Georgia’s secre-

tary of state to ‘find’ enough

votes to overturn the defeat

sent shockwaves across

Washington.

AFP

trump mulled 
replacing attorney
general: Us media

Tripoli, Libya - Foreign forces ig-

nored a deadline to pull out of

Libya as scheduled on Saturday

under a UN-backed ceasefire

deal, highlighting the fragility of

peace efforts after a decade of

conflict.

Satellite images broadcast by

CNN show a trench running tens

of kilometres dug by ‘Russian

mercenaries’ near the frontline

coastal city of Sirte, as main for-

eign protagonists Ankara and

Moscow appear intent on de-

fending their interests under any

final settlement.

An unidentified US intelli-

gence official, quoted by the

American news network, said

there was ‘no intent or move-

ment by either Turkish or Russ-

ian forces to abide by the

UN-brokered agreement’.

“This has the potential to de-

rail an already fragile peace

process and ceasefire. It will be a

really difficult year ahead,” he

said.

UN Secretary-General Anto-

nio Guterres on Monday urged

all ‘regional and international ac-

tors to respect the provisions’ of

the October 23 ceasefire accord

that set out a withdrawal within

three months of all foreign troops

and mercenaries. That deadline

passed on Saturday, with no

movement announced or ob-

served on the ground.

The UN estimates there are

still some 20,000 foreign troops

and mercenaries in Libya helping

the warring factions, the UN-

recognised Government of Na-

tional Accord in Tripoli and

military strongman Khalifa Haf-

tar in the east.

The GNA has received mili-

tary support from Turkey. Haftar

has the backing of the United

Arab Emirates and Egypt as well

as Russia.

Guterres called on all parties

to implement the terms of the

ceasefire ‘without delay’, some-

thing he noted ‘includes ensuring

the departure of all foreign fight-

ers and mercenaries from Libya,

and the full and unconditional re-

spect of the Security Council

arms embargo’, which has been

in place since the 2011 NATO-

backed uprising that ousted and

killed longtime ruler Moammar

Gadhafi.

Any withdrawal or end to for-

eign interference ‘does not de-

pend on the Libyans but on the

outside powers’, said Khaled al

Montasser, professor of interna-

tional relations at Tripoli Univer-

sity.

Turkey on Friday welcomed a

deal reached at UN-backed talks

for Libya’s warring factions to set

up an interim executive to rule

the North African country until

polls in December.

Turkey has backed the GNA

with military advisors, materiel

and mercenaries, repelling an ad-

vance on Tripoli by Haftar’s

forces, and it also has a military

base in Al-Watiya on the border

with Tunisia under a 2019 mili-

tary accord. 

Last December, parliament in

Ankara extended by 18 months

its authorisation for Turkey’s

troop deployment in Libya, in ap-

parent disregard of the ceasefire

deal.

“The mercenaries are unlikely

to leave Libya so long as the

countries which have engaged

them have not guaranteed their

interests in the new transitional

phase,” said Montasser.

AFP

Foreign forces ignore Libya exit
deadline under fragile truce 

Gaza City, Palestinian Territories

- More than 20 people were in-

jured and several homes de-

stroyed by a large explosion on

Saturday in a residential area of

the Hamas-ruled Gaza Strip,

Palestinian officials said.

The source of the accidental

explosion was apparently the

home of a member of one of

Gaza’s armed groups.

“An explosion occurred in a

house in Beit Hanoun this morn-

ing, resulting in a number of in-

juries,” the Interior Ministry said,

adding that an investigation had

been launched into the cause of

the blast.

Medical sources said more

than 20 people were injured, two

of them seriously.

Witnesses said several homes

were damaged as a result of the

explosion in the home of an ‘ac-

tivist’. 

Police cordoned off the area.

There was no immediate offi-

cial explanation of the explosion,

but the Israeli military said it was

the result of militants "storing

weapons in residential homes".

Houses ‘have been turned

into warehouses for weapons...

and missiles for terrorist organi-

sations, and those who pay the

price in the end are innocent

civilians’, the military’s Arabic-

language spokesman, Avichay

Adraee, said on Twitter.

Islamist group Hamas seized

control of Gaza from rival Pales-

tinian movement Fatah in a near

civil war in 2007.

AFP

Over 20 injured by blast in Gaza home

US President Joe Biden signs some executive orders in the State Dining Room of the White House, in Washington, DC, on Friday (aFP)

Libyans mourn for the victims, whose bodies were found in mass graves in a once militia-controlled town, during

a prayer ceremony before their burial, in Martyrs’ Square of Tripoli on Friday (aFP)

Palestinians protest against the United Nations Relief and Works Agency

for food aid cuts, in the Khan Yunis refugee camp last Wednesday (aFP)

The mercenaries
are unlikely to leave
Libya so long as the
countries which
have engaged them
have not 
guaranteed their 
interests in the new
transitional phase 

Khaled al Montasser
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Pune, India - The tiny clinking
vials supervised by silent PPE-
wearing technicians belie the
excitement inside the world’s
largest vaccine manufacturing
unit, the Serum Institute of
India, a major player in the fight
against coronavirus.

The firm, founded in 1966 in
the western city of Pune, is pro-
ducing millions of doses of the
Covishield vaccine, developed
by AstraZeneca and Oxford
University, for India and much of
the developing world.

Unlike the rival Pfizer-BioN-
Tech vaccine, Covishield can be
stored and transported using
standard refrigeration. 

It is also significantly
cheaper than the vaccines de-
veloped by Pfizer or the US
firm Moderna, making it better
suited for countries with
poorer populations and rusty
infrastructure.

Even before the pandemic,
the Indian firm was a world
leader in vaccines, producing
1.5bn doses a year and inoculat-
ing two out of three children in
170 countries against diseases

such as polio, mumps, meningi-
tis and measles.

Its journey kicked off on a
stud farm, where the firm's
owners, the Poonawalla family,
began breeding horses in 1946,
before a conversation with a vet
sparked the realisation that anti-
toxin serum extracted from the
animals could be used to make
vaccines.

The Serum Institute soon be-
came a market leader thanks to
its cheap and effective drugs,
which were eagerly sought after
by price-conscious govern-
ments and consumers, prompt-
ing the company to expand at a
dizzying rate.

Adar Poonawalla, its 40 year
old CEO, has spent nearly a bil-
lion dollars in recent years en-
larging and improving the
sprawling Pune campus.

As a result, when the coron-
avirus pandemic began to
sweep across the world, the
company, which recorded an-
nual revenues of over
US$800mn in 2019-20 and is
debt-free, was in pole position
to reap the rewards.

‘Used to pressure’
The palm-fringed Pune campus,
whose grounds boast horse-
shaped topiaries in a playful nod
to the firm’s origins, is home to
several buildings where vac-
cines are manufactured and
scrutinised for quality before
being deposited into sterilised
vials and stored for delivery.

From Brazil to South Africa,
there is no shortage of cus-
tomers, with governments
clamouring to buy Covishield.

With Poonawalla vowing to
reserve 50 per cent of Cov-
ishield stocks for the Indian
market, New Delhi, which in-
tends to immunise 300mn peo-
ple by July, is engaging in a bout
of vaccine diplomacy, planning
to supply 20mn doses to its
South Asian neighbours.

The Serum Institute also
plans to supply 200mn doses to
Covax, a World Health Organi-
zation-backed effort to procure
and distribute inoculations to
poor countries. 

If all this sounds overwhelm-
ing, the firm’s bosses are not
worried.

“We are used to these kinds
of pressures because even in
the past there were situations
when we were required to step
up the production to meet indi-
vidual countries’ requirements,”
Suresh Jadhav, Serum Institute’s
executive director, said.

Even a deadly fire at an
under-construction building this

week failed to dent confidence,
with Poonawalla promptly
tweeting that ‘there would be no
loss of #COVISHIELD produc-
tion due to multiple production
buildings that I had kept in re-
serve to deal with such contin-
gencies’.

The pandemic has trans-
formed Poonawalla’s public
profile, from a jet-setting billion-
aire known for his expensive
taste in cars and fine art to a
pharma-tycoon applauded for
his willingness to take risks and
his commitment to affordable
vaccines.

Unsurprisingly, the father-of-
two has not held back from tak-
ing so-called anti-vaxxers to
task, including US rapper Kanye
West for spreading conspiracy
theories. ‘Though we enjoy your
music very much @KanyeWest,
your views on #vaccines come
across as irresponsible and bor-
derline dangerous, considering
the influence you have today
and may have in the future; vac-
cines save lives,’ Poonawalla
tweeted in July.
AFP

Hong Kong, China - Thou-
sands of Hong Kongers were
ordered to stay in their
homes on Saturday for the
city’s first coronavirus lock-
down as authorities battle an
outbreak in one of its poorest
and most densely packed dis-
tricts.

The order bans about
10,000 people living inside
multiple housing blocks
within the neighbourhood of
Jordan from leaving their
apartments until all those in
the area had been tested.

Officials said they planned
to screen everyone inside the
designated zone within 48
hours ‘in order to achieve the
goal of zero cases in the dis-
trict’.

“Residents will have to
stay at their premises to

avoid cross-infection until
they get their test results,”
Health Minister Sophia Chan
told reporters on Saturday.

The government had de-
ployed over 3,000 staff to
enforce the lockdown, which
covers about 150 housing
blocks.

Residents were seen lining
up for testing at more than
50 mobile specimen collec-
tion vehicles parked in the
area and for basic daily sup-
plies provided by the govern-
ment.

By lunchtime on Saturday,
around 3,000 people in the
area had been tested.

Hong Kong was one of the
first places to be struck by the
coronavirus after it spilled out
of central China.
AFP

HK orders thousands to
stay home for two days

Inside world’s biggest vaccine factory

Dubai, UAE - The United
Arab Emirates said late on
Friday it was in contact with
Danish authorities to 'clarify
the details’ of the concerns
over coronavirus testing that
prompted them to suspend
flights.

Danish Transport Minister
Benny Engelbrecht an-
nounced earlier on Friday
that all commercial air traffic
from the UAE would be sus-
pended for five days over
concerns that its pre-flight
COVID-19 tests were not rig-
orous enough. 

“Communication is cur-
rently underway with the
Danish authorities to clarify
the details and cases behind
the decision in order to guar-
antee the safety and security
of all travellers,” the UAE For-
eign Ministry said.

All air passengers arriving

in Denmark need to show a
negative virus test from the
previous 24 hours, but Engel-
brecht said Danish authorities
want to be sure there were no
botched screenings or tests
that had been bought in
Dubai - one of the seven emi-
rates that make up the UAE.

He said the five-day sus-
pension would give officials
time ‘to ensure that the re-
quired negative test is a true
screening that has been car-
ried out correctly’.

The UAE Foreign Ministry
insisted that all accredited
testing centres were ‘regu-
larly subject to strict quality
checks’.

‘Severe penalties are im-
posed for non-compliance
with international standards
to ensure the highest level of
quality in testing,’ it said.
AFP

UAE seeks to allay Danish
concerns over virus tests

Adar Poonawalla,

the CEO of India’s

Serum Institute,

has spent nearly a

billion dollars in 

recent years for 

upgradation

Moscow, Russia - Russian police
on Saturday detained over 1,000
protesters, including the wife of
jailed Kremlin critic Alexei
Navalny, as several thousands
took to the streets nationwide to
denounce President Vladimir
Putin’s rule.

Thousands of people, includ-
ing teenagers, packed Moscow’s
central Pushkin Square and
nearby streets as riot police
hauled off demonstrators and
beat others with batons. 

Among those detained were
Navalny’s wife Yulia Navalnaya
and his prominent aide Lyubov
Sobol. AFP journalists saw sev-
eral protesters left badly injured
after clashing with police in
Moscow.

‘What a joy that you are here!’
Navalnaya wrote before being
detained and posting a picture of
herself from inside a police van.

The protests in Moscow were
estimated to be the largest
demonstrators since 2019 when
Navalny supporters rallied to de-
mand free local elections. 

Navalny had called on Rus-
sians to protest this week after
surviving a near-fatal poisoning
with Novichok and returning to
Moscow following months of
treatment in Germany, only to be

arrested on arrival.
Some protesters marched to-

wards the Kremlin, while others
blocked Tverskaya Street, the
Russian capital’s main thorough-
fare. 

Police clashed with the
demonstrators in the city centre
and hit them with truncheons,
AFP journalists said. The protest-
ers threw snowballs at the police. 

Navalny’s Anti-Corruption

Fund said on Twitter said that ‘an
incredible number’ of people had
gathered in the capital.

Moscow police, which are ac-
cused of downplaying turnout at
rallies, said 4,000 turned up. 

Earlier on Saturday thousands
took to the streets in the Far East,
Siberia and the Urals including
Khabarovsk, Novosibirsk and
Yekaterinburg.

Over 1,000 protesters were

arrested across the country, the
OVD monitoring group said. 

Demonstrators in Moscow re-
ported mobile network disrup-
tions and sporadic internet.

Navalny’s supporters in
Moscow held signs saying ‘Free
Navalny’ and ‘Don’t be afraid’
and chanted ‘Putin is the enemy
of people’.

The rallies are a test of the op-
position’s ability to mobilise

ahead of parliamentary elections
this year, despite increasing
Kremlin pressure on critics.

Protesters said they wanted
new leadership and that author-
ities were persecuting Navalny
for speaking the truth.

“Criminals dressed in uni-
forms are protecting criminals at
the helm,” Vera Spivakova, a 71
year old pensioner, told AFP in
Moscow. 

She and others said the Krem-
lin was angered by opposition
claims that Putin had amassed
vast wealth during his two-
decade tenure.

Ahead of the demonstrations,
Navalny’s team released a video
investigation into an opulent
Black Sea property allegedly
owned by Putin. The two-hour
report has been viewed more
than 66mn times.

“Putin and oligarchs are afraid
of losing their trough. That’s why
they are dispersing people,” Spi-
vakova said.

In Russia’s second city of Saint
Petersburg where around 10,000
people took to the streets, 20
year old Alexei Skvortsov said he
no longer wanted to live in a ‘dic-
tatorship’. “People are tired of
Putin,” he said. 
AFP

Russian police arrests over 1,000 Navalny 
supporters, his wife at anti-Putin rallies

Employees prepare themselves before getting inside a lab where Covishield vaccine is being produced, at India’s Serum Institute in Pune on Friday (AFP)

Police officials detain a man during a rally in support of Alexei Navalny in Moscow on Saturday (AFP)

Los Angeles, US - The iconic talk
show host Larry King, one of the
most recognisable figures on US
television as he interviewed
everyone who was anyone over
a career spanning 60 years, died
Saturday at the age of 87.

The company he co-founded,
Ora Media, did not state a cause
of death but media reports said
King had been battling COVID-
19 for weeks and had suffered
several health problems in recent
years.

King, with his trademark sus-
penders, black rim glasses and
deep voice, was best known for a
25 year run as a talk show host
on CNN’s Larry King Live. 

‘For 63 years and across the
platforms of radio, television and
digital media, Larry’s many thou-
sands of interviews, awards, and
global acclaim stand as a testa-
ment to his unique and lasting
talent as a broadcaster,’ Ora
Media said in a statement.

King’s long list of interviewees
ranged from every US president
since 1974, world leaders Yasser
Arafat and Vladimir Putin, and
celebrities such as Frank Sinatra,
Marlon Brando and Barbra
Streisand.

In an emotional last Larry King

Live show in 2010, tributes in-
cluded one from President
Barack Obama, who in a video
message called King ‘one of the
giants of broadcasting’.

Tributes from the media,
politicians and Hollywood stars
poured in, led by Putin, who
hailed the interviewer’s ‘great
professionalism and unques-
tioned journalistic authority’, ac-
cording to the Kremlin.

Veteran CNN foreign corre-
spondent Christiane Amanpour
remembered King as ‘a giant of
broadcasting and a master of the
TV celebrity/statesman-woman
interview’.

Star Trek icon and social
media personality George Takei
noted how King understood
‘human triumph and frailty
equally well’, while Kirstie Alley,
of ‘Cheers’ fame, described him
as ‘one of the only talk show
hosts who let you talk’.

British TV hosts Piers Morgan
and Craig Ferguson, both of
whom have had shows in the US,
paid tribute to King's interview-
ing skills. 

“Larry King was a hero of mine
until we fell out after I replaced
him at CNN,” said Morgan.
AFP

Iconic TV and radio
interviewer Larry
King dead at 87
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LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 and

only one instance of each number

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21

The last few days have been a handful to sanely navigate. The

universe is working to help you calm yourself after all that cosmic

turbulence. The moon slides through your sign, signalling a strong

need to nourish and lavish yourself. Luna’s nightly square with

Neptune can prompt confusion or idyllic thinking around your

career, so listen to the messages without absorbing them as truth.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20

Though it's uncharacteristic of Sunday’s lazy energy, you’re hungry

to apply yourself towards something. The moon floats through

Gemini, stirring up energy around your underutilised skills that are

begging for activation. Luna’s evening rendezvous with Neptune

adds a touch of the inspirational, helping you pull down dreamy

new concepts from the ether to put into your creative work.

Solution 20-25 words: Excellent, 15-20 words: Very good, 

10-15 words: Good, 5-10 words: Average

You have three minutes to

find all the words 

contained in this word. 

Rules: Words should be at

least four letters long, proper

nouns and duplicates don’t

count

WORD BUILDER

Each game will present you with a matrix filled with letters. 

The objective is to form words by linking adjacent letters - to the 

left, right, on top, bottom, or 

diagonal to each other. 

The Boggles Classic game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words are valued at

one point for each letter in excess of two letters. A three letter word

is worth one point, a four letter word is 

worth two points, and so on. 

Valid words must be at least three letters long. 

DO YOU SUDOKU?

TEST YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE

BOGGLER
SUDOKU EASY 

ANSWER

Answers:1: d 2: c 3: d

bREAk
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CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22

Cancerians know better than most that time spent alone in one's

own shell is its own kind of heaven. It’s been a rough week, so

give yourself the break you’re so longing for. The moon drifts

through Gemini all day, offering you the opportunity to pull away

from the crowd, restore yourself, and rest. Luna’s squabble with

Neptune can add a strong streak of fantasy to the day.

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22

Community and connection are central to your sanity. It’s time to

re-establish ties with the people in your circle, as the moon drifts

through socially-suave Gemini all afternoon. After such a tough

week cosmically, it’s wonderful to vent, release, and explore your

feelings objectively with others. Later, Luna’s evening square with

dreamy Neptune can blur reality around relationships.

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22

No one needs fresh air more than you! After a couple of hectic

days on the relationship front, let yourself follow your craving for

fresh horizons and adventure, in order to properly clear your

head. The moon roams through Gemini, lightening the mood and

allowing in fresh perspectives. But her evening squabble with

Neptune can add some confusing storylines to your current job.

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22

In true Virgo fashion, you’re primed for productivity on what’s

usually the most relaxed day of the week. That said, it’s been

an emotionally turbulent couple of days. Perhaps your drive to

get productive will help you re-establish some order, inside

and out. Follow that call-to-action today, as the energetic

Gemini moon drives you to get your ducks in a row.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21

You live on a steady diet of intimate encounters. It’s what keeps

you going! Sunday’s skies stir this ongoing need, as the moon

treks through duality-seeking Gemini. A low-key day is deeply in

need, but you’re bound to want to spend it with one other well-

trusted soul. Later, Luna’s evening link with non-reality Neptune

can add either confusion or inspiration to your romantic life.

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER 21

Relationships have been a strong point of focus for you. Sunday’s

skies summon your attention back towards this exploration, as

the moon floats through your opposite sign of Gemini. It’s an

ideal day to patch things up, pair up, or parse through any

unacknowledged tensions in relationship dynamics. Luna’s

square with Neptune stirs up ancient history to be processed.

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18

It’s been a difficult couple of days. You deserve to let yourself

have a good time, and the universe knows it. The moon glides

through Gemini, stirring your need for creative action, and good

times all around. Prioritise that which brings you joy and save the

heavy lifting for another day. Luna’s evening square with Neptune

can pull in inspired visions to utilise in your creative process.

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19

You need a mission to feel good. Though it's been an exhausting

week, you’re likely to find yourself wanting to cultivate a

refreshed sense of order. Let yourself lean into your to-do list and

accomplish whatever looming tasks plague you, as the Gemini

moon drives you forward. Luna’s disorienting square with

Neptune can bring mixed messages and unrealistic thinking.

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20

You’re in deep need of a recharge. This past week has been

turbulent, so let yourself sink into your strong desire to

reconnect with your roots and home base peacefully. The moon

drifts through busy Gemini, letting you reflect and digest new

information. The moon’s square to Neptune can prompt

confusion around individuality, so double-check your needs.

kidS cOlOuRinG

ACROSS

1 Balls: Sp.

6 Dried coconut

meat

11 Slant

16 Philippine

peninsula

17 Pungent bulb

18 This layer

20 Father of Ajax

21 Stunted animals,

e.g.

22 Warded off

24 Wing-like

structure

25 Trees with toothed

leaves

27 Rouse

29 Period of note

30 Forearm bone

32 Dress fabric

33 N. Hungary city

34 Small bothersome

insect

35 Mother-of-pearl

37 Carnival treat

39 Toward the mouth

40 Soprano ___

Lehmann

41 Threefold

43 Signifies

45 Cone shaped

tents

46 A king of Israel

48 Dinner course

49 One of the “Little

Women”

50 Involves in

contention

54 Make knotted lace

55 Mosaic squares

59 Extinct flightless

birds

60 Roofing slab

62 Fail to keep down,

say

64 Remainder

65 Day of the week:

abbr.

66 Chem. compound

67 Slender finial

68 A king of Judah

69 Serf

71 Awaits settlement,

e.g.

73 Ammonia

compound

75 Irish dancing style

76 Most irritable

78 Crow’s call

80 Frail

82 Japanese shrubs

83 Avarice

85 “The Blind ___”

86 Unmarried girl

89 Extreme

91 Feels

95 SA mountain chain

96 Anna’s adopted

country

97 Mason Eskers, M1

for one

99 Gruel of maize

meal

100 Map markings:

abbr.

101 Map of town site

102 Pub fare

104 Whirl

105 Macaw

106 Old fellow: sl.

108 Manhattan, for

one

110 Append

111 Instructed one to

one

113 Original

115 Subjects-andpredi-

cates

arguement

117 Cat sound

118 Useful

119 Declaims

120 Thick

121 Biblical outcast

122 Later

DOWN

1 Equilibrium

2 Eggs: L.

3 Capital of Peru

4 A coral island

5 Dispatcher

6 Rusts, e.g.

7 Burden

8 ATM ident. no.

9 Old roman tribunal

10 Replied

11 Quenched

12 Edible seaweed

13 Portent

14 Mohammedan

saint

15 Governments’

agreement

16 Basement

19 Charge with a gas

20 Jeer at

23 Desert palm

26 Tennysonian

heroine

28 Turkish officials

31 Garden bowers

34 Minnesota U.

athlete

36 Patron saint of

sailors

38 Related on

mother’s side

39 A giant grass

40 Leases

42 The “tenth planet”

44 Palm leaf: var.

45 Examination

47 Malady

49 In addition

50 An ant

51 Large NA animal

52 Notice of

proposed

marriage

53 Holy person

55 Lukewarm

56 Lariat

57 Possession of

value

58 Public warehouse

61 Weight unit for

wool

63 Jewel

70 Musical studies:

Fr.

71 Mexican laborer,

e.g.

72 Go away!

73 Vegetable

caterpillar

74 Ancient Greek

country

75 Odors

77 Old March date

79 Roman bronze

81 Notion

83 Appreciative

84 Great calamity

86 French

revolutionist

87 Sinus cavity, e.g.

88 Conceived

89 A president of

Mexico

90 Pay a visit

92 Paul’s travelling

companion

93 Ignores

94 Transmits

96 Large hammer

98 Sanity

101 Certain hammers

103 Sleep noise

106 Broad smile

107 Religious

ceremony

108 ___ of Man

109 Delineate

112 Be in debt

114 Tear

116 Common suffixa

S
R O

T
G

E

A

ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19

This week has had ample cosmic action packed into it! That’s

why it won’t hurt to take a break from engaging with the chaos.

The moon floats through glib Gemini, activating a strong interest

in self-expression—one that seems to attract a variety of

conversations and messages your way. Luna’s evening aspect 

to Neptune inspires your thinking and glazes over reality.

DAILY CROSSWORD 
ANSWERS (JANUARY 21)

YOUR DAILY HOROSCOPE

1. The news agency Reuters

belongs to which of the 

following countries?

a. Palestine

b. Yugoslavia

c. Vietnam

d. UK

2.  The sacred place of the 

followers of Shintoism is

a. Central shrine of Ise (Cen-

tral of Japan)

b. Yasukuni Shrine in Tokyo

c. both are correct

d. None of the above

3. The smallest state of India

is

a. Rajasthan

b. Sikkim

c. Himachal Pradesh

d. Goa
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���#%�
 ��� ����$%�#$, excellent
English, Arabic speaker, 17 years
Oman experience including Air-
ports Project, Hospital, Media,
EPC handling Project Adminis-
tration, CEO office, Corporate
Communication, Operations,
Customer Relations, Marketing.
Contact 99283938 

������'��!"�#������
 ��� �����
��! $���
������ Exp in various
software projects (including
PHP, Node.js, React.js). Seeking
a suitable job. Currently in
Oman. Contact: 79371798,
bit.ly/simpsonp

	!�"&%�#�$�#'����%��� ���� 
with 4 years exp in Oman, look-
ing for suitable job. Indian male

28, currently in Oman, NOC
available. Contact: 94496905
bit.ly/christopaul


 ��� ������(�%����*��#$�!��
�)"�#�� ������� � in Office
Administration, Document Con-
trol, Business Development, Proj-
ects coordination & Purchase,
Accounts, seeking suitable
placement. Ready to join imme-
diately with Omani Valid Visa
and D/L. Contact: 95332422

�	
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�����	����

January 24
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TO ADVERTISE IN 
MUSCAT DAILY

CLASSIFIEDS
CALL 99104346 OR 

E-MAIL dailyclassifieds@
apexmedia.co.om

Hubert Vaz

An artist needs to be very sensitive to every-
thing around – the people, the community, the
culture - which enables him to create mean-
ingful art, says Hassan Meer, Oman's well-
known artist and founder of the 'Emerging
Artists' programme at Stal Gallery.

In a free-wheeling chat with Ibrahim
Gailani, renowned artist and curator in Oman
(in the first episode of a new video series
called Art Beats, shot by Studio.t to explore
the powerful and stimulating world of art),
Meer explains that there are primarily two
sides to every artist's creativity – first, the
physical task of creating a beautiful painting,
and secondly, using one's vision and brain to
create meaningful art by being sensitive to
things around. “One can be a good artist only
if one uses both sides of one's creativity,” he
observed.

Hosted by Gailani, Art Beats is dedicated
to showcasing art across various media.
Gailani, who is a self-taught contemporary
artist of Iraqi and Pakistani descent living in
Muscat, has exhibited in the Middle-East, 
Europe and North America and his recent
works are known for its pop-up inspired por-
traits with street graffiti lettering. 

Founder of Gailani Art Retreat, a creative
gateway of self-expression using painting and
music that has engaged more than 800 par-
ticipants through 50 art retreats since its 
inception in 2013, Gailani has a unique way of
propagating art as well as encouraging bud-
ding artists in Oman to explore new sides to
their own talent and potential.

When Gailani asked Meer as to how does
an artist nurture that thought process which
leads to meaningful art, for which Meer is
wellknown, Meer said, “You have to educate
yourself and develop a vision. I started out by
doing portraits, but I eventually moved 
towards photography and installation art.
Sometimes, an artist cannot express himself
in a two-dimensional format,  that's when one
needs to think and use your artistic freedom
by exploring new forms of expression. Some
art cannot be confined to a two-dimensional
format, it is then that you have to let it take on

a new form. You have to challenge your
boundaries, just as all established artists have
done over the ages.”

Gailani pointed out that art schools 
acquaint budding artists with certain struc-
tures and guiding principals of art and it might
be a difficult task for them to break that struc-
ture and push those boundaries. So how can
artist believe in himself/herself and not let the
criticism of those who are more used to con-
ventional stuff get in the way of his/her 
attempt to get out of the box?

Unfazed by this question, Meer replied that
creativity and criticism go side by side and one
cannot expect not to face criticism when tak-
ing on any new creative task. “You cannot go
one step further without expecting someone
to criticise you. If you don't accept criticism,
you will never improve. But, while keeping the

basic structures in mind, one does have the
freedom to pursue what interests oneself.”

Acknowledging Meer's initiative of launch-
ing the Emerging Artists platform for your
Omani artists, Gailani asked him how and why
he conceived such a programme.  Meer 
informed that the idea was conceived seven
years ago to help young artists discover their
own creative potential while the winner of
each edition is sent abroad on a scholarship
to study art in the developed countries. This
was because Meer himself had noticed the
absence of Omani artists, or their minuscule
numbers, in art events held in the region as
well as in the West, and wanted Omani artists
to come to the forefront on the world map 
of art.

In his message to young artists in Oman,
Meer said young artists in Oman need to work

hard, produce more, and participate more in
art events as the government, too, has been
investing in the art movement to promote
Omani artists. “We have much talent in
Oman. They need to come forward,” he  said.

Meanwhile, Gailani told Muscat Daily, that
the Art Beats initiative stems from the fact
that in 2020, with people being lockdown by
and large, and there was need to showcase
what good was being done in society at the
individual level. The initiative came forth from
Studio.t and Dr Sam Samuel from the Indian
School Board and it was decided to take a
closer look at art in Oman.

“We thought, what if we showcase art tal-
ent in Oman in a different way as people are
not going out much and are stuck in their
homes. So by having a web series, we can take
the artists' point of view to everybody's

homes, since people are not visiting art gal-
leries these days. And the purpose is to bring
the younger generation to art, to become part
of this community and to contribute as aspir-
ing artists or as people who appreciate art by
trying to understand the creative process of
artists and the creative soul,” Gailani said,
adding, “By understanding that creativity, they
can make a contribution to society in some
way. And there is also a noble cause attached
with this activity, of supporting Oman Cancer
Association.”

About the scope for interaction by viewers
of this series, Gailani said, “As part of this 
series, we will be exploring what artists can do
in their own area and how they can connect
virtually, either through masterclasses or 
online programmes and online art residencies
with an intention to mentor budding artists.
That is the ultimate aim of doing this series.”

Two sides to creative art

Art BeAts interview series – episode 1 / HAssAn Meer

to see video

SCAN ME

Art Beats 
In the Art Beats series, Gailani will talk
about different forms of art. including
painting, sculpture, pottery, photogra-
phy, installation, and more. Art Beats will
also feature artists from Oman through
interviews and their works. 

At the core of Art Beats is a social ini-
tiative. Studio.t has collaborated with
Oman Cancer Association for a noble
cause. At the end of the first season of
Art Beats, Studio.t will host a special art-
themed event to support the altruistic
work being done by Oman Cancer As-
sociation. As part of the initiative, an art-
work each will be acquired from all
artists featured on Art Beats. These art
works will be collated into a digital port-
folio and shared with prospective buy-
ers. All proceeds from the sale of the
artworks will be donated to Oman Can-
cer Association to support the work
done towards cancer awareness. 

To further promote the cause, the art-
works of the artists that will be up for
sale will be showcased at Oman Av-
enues Mall in the run up to the art event.

Ibrahim Gailani (left) interviews Hassan Meer at Stal Gallery



For many of us, art can still feel out of reach.
We think of paintings hanging in a museum,
chosen by curators and viewed at a price, or
private art collectors in possession of influ-
ential pieces never seen by the wider public.

In its most ancient form, however, the 
accessibility of art was essential as a way for
civilisations to communicate. Cave paintings
depicted the everyday, from hunting to belief
systems, and was a way to document his-
tory. This remains true even today - art is a
way to communicate culture and should
exist to be observed, absorbed and appreci-
ated by all.

While some art remains inaccessible -
viewable to museum visitors or wealthy in-
dividuals only - the history of publicly view-
able art has evolved immensely, meaning
that the possibilities for everyone to experi-
ence it have increased.

The accessibility of art has, however,
come under threat again with the mass clo-
sures of museums and exhibition spaces as
the world was left reeling in the wake of a
global pandemic. The importance of 'art for
all' has never been more relevant. 

The ancient origins of
graffiti 
We know that in its simplest form, graffiti
and street art dates back to prehistoric
times, with some of the oldest cave paintings
created more than 64,000 years ago,
painted by a Neanderthal in Cacares, Spain.
However, the term 'graffiti' can actually be
traced to the inscriptions and drawings
found on the walls of ancient Rome or Pom-
peii - used to denote any imagery added to
surfaces after their original creation. The first
example of what is commonly recognised as
graffiti is still in existence today in the 
ancient Greek city of Ephesus - in modern-
day Turkey - which local guides say was an
advertisement for adult services.

The Sistine Chapel
During the Renaissance, painting on build-
ings became more sophisticated. Botticelli
and Michelangelo are responsible for some
of the most widely known examples of pub-
licly viewable art in the world - that of the
ceilings and walls of the Sistine Chapel.

While modern day street artists have
access to ladders, cherry pickers, and scaf-
folding, Michelangelo didn't have the same

luxuries of modern technology in 1508. He
painted over 5,000 square feet of frescoes
over four years, all from a flat wooden plat-
form built out from holes in the wall of the
church. While it's famously reported he
painted the ceilings on his back, he actually
did so from a standing position - his poor
neck!

From vandalism to art
The rise of graffiti - characterised as writings
or drawings on walls or other public surfaces
without permission - in the 21st century was
at first dismissed by critics as an unsightly
symbol of vandalism in neighbourhoods.
However, the New York City graffiti boom
between the 1960s and 1980s helped to 
establish the medium as a credible art form.

Many now iconic artists made their name
in the later stages of the boom. Keith Haring
and Jean-Michel Basquiat are now as 
respected as traditional artists, with 
museum exhibitions and fashion collabora-
tions around the world. A particular focal
point was that of the intersection at Houston
Street and the Bowery, kicked off by Haring,
which became a place of significant artistic
interest with many different street artists
featuring their work. Since 2008, the wall
has been privately managed and is now
available by commission or invitation only.

Banksy, Ben Eine and D*Face
The 90s and beyond gave rise to global
names such as Banksy, further reforming
street art's bad reputation and establishing
it as a legitimate art form in its own right.
Banksy's subversive work, which drew on
the origins of protest and social message
graffiti, gained mass appeal, receiving world-
wide fanfare when a new piece appeared.

Today street artists are sought out by
brands, politicians and musicians looking to
harness their global 'cool factor'. London-
based artist Ben Eine's signature typeface
graffiti has been gifted by David Cameron to
Barack Obama, and fellow artist D*Face has
collaborated with the likes of Christina
Aguilera and Blink-182 to create album 
cover art.

The art form has become so much of 
a cultural titan, that this year saw the inau-
gural London Mural Festival - which joins the
likes of Miami's Art Basel in celebration of
street art.

Unconventional canvases 
The festival presents London as a canvas
with over 40 large-scale murals and artistic
events, celebrating street art in the capital.
As one of the sponsors, iconic American
lifestyle brand Zippo partnered with D*Face
to create a mural located on the side of 
the Theatro Technis Theatre in London's
King's Cross.

The large-scale artwork is a new take on
one of D*Face's iconic 'stripe' motifs. A sub-
versive self-portrait of sorts that combines
pop-media and imagery, not only as a satir-
ical comment on content consumption in the
21st century but as a nod to Zippo's iconic
pop culture status and commitment to indi-
vidual expression.

To highlight Zippo's role as an unconven-
tional canvas - one that allows you to carry
works of art in your pocket - the mural has
been scaled down onto a limited edition
windproof lighter. The windproof lighter is
created using a new 540 Colour decoration
process, the latest design innovation from
the brand which enables lighters to feature
any design, in full colour graphics, wrapped
around all edges and surfaces.

The D*Face limited edition lighter will
form part of a wider street art collection of
Zippo windproof lighters featuring pre-exist-
ing artwork from street artists including Tris-
tan Eaton, Marija Tiurina and Pref.
(BPT)
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From cave paintings to graFFiti 

Street art in the Middle East
In the Middle East, graffiti and street art has, over the past years, become  more
prevalent. Street art allows people to view not only graffiti of images and artistic
pieces of objects, but to analyse written graffiti and the messages that are meant
to be shared within a particular piece. 

Each work of street art has unique political, economic, and social factors, illus-
trating the messaging and content of each work. In Oman, too, over the past few
years, street artists have been painting murals and messages in open spaces and
walls, underpasses, as well as sections of rugged hills. Most prominent was a recent
portrait of His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik by Abdullah al Sayeagh, an Omani
artist from Sur, on Sur port, in South Sharqiyah region.

Street art in a variety of cities, including main sources such as Lebanon, Tehran,
and Palestine, has taken on a common attribute of frequent Arabic script and Arabic
calligraphy as the main focus of street art pieces. Coined 'Calligraffiti', this art 
form remixes the traditional principles of the Arabic script from past years with 
the post-modern perspective of nostalgia and visibility of documented works 
within society.

Street artist El Seed, who has never learned traditional calligraphy, prefers to de-
fine it as a form of ‘Calligraffiti’ in which the approach is much more visceral than
technical. He says, the Arabic script has this specific thing that gives you so much
possibility in designing the letters and that he is in love with this ability to re-form
and endlessly innovate. Furthermore, he sees this art form as one which is global-
ising at a rapid speed, eager to take meanings and display of culture from the city
of origin and disseminate it throughout major factions of the world for a specific
message or movement.

Street art in Houston, Texas (US)

Street art in
Sur, Sharqiyah
(Oman)
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LOCAL CrICKET 

Hammad Ifraq’s unbeaten 88 led

Renaissance CT to a six-wicket

victory against AER in an Oman

Cricket Premier Division 

(50-over-a-side) match at Al

Amerat on Friday.

Batting first, AER was bowled

out for 174 in the 43rd over.

Asim Kamal (65) and Shoaib

Mohammed (56) were the main

scorers for AER. Azam Khan and

Yash Mehta claimed three 

wickets each. 

Renaissance surpassed the

total in the 45th over, thanks to

brilliant batting by Ifraq, whose

knock was studded with 13 hits

to the ropes and one maximum.

BRIEF SCORES 

Premier Division: AER 174 in

44.2 overs (Kamal 65, Shoaib

56; Azam 3-31, Mehta 3-33, Asif

Khan 2-24, Syed Muzamil 2-11)

lost to Renaissance 176-4 in

44.4 overs (Ifraq 88 n.o.; Rubella

Abdus 2-36).

A Division (50-over-a-side):

SARCO 160 in 38.5 overs

(Dileepa Srilal 40, Murad Khan

31; Zeeshan Siddiqui 2-34, Nazir

Ahmed 2-34, Aqil Khan 2-33)

beat ARTT 132 in 34.3 overs

(Zeeshan Siddiqui 60; Sandip

Patel 6-40, Hafiz Zahid 3-29).

B Division (30-over-a-side):

PDORC 236-8 (Abdul Naveed

102, Nadeem Ahmed 45; Mo-

hammed Umar 2-47, Zeeshan

Tufail 2-37) beat Bank Muscat

152 all out in 28.1 overs 

(Pisharody Uday 3-27, Abdul

Naveed 2-20, Saud Baig 2-23,

Zakir Khan 2-35).

C Division (T20): Douglas OHI

243-1 (Ismail al Balushi 100, San-

tosh Vishwakarma 88) beat

Jumbo Electronics 98-8 (Saeed

Mohammed 34; Abdul Rehman

3-22, Mohsin Alimamad 2-20).

Ifraq steers Renaissance to easy win

Japan dismisses Olympics cancellation report 
Tokyo, Japan - Japan dismissed

a report claiming officials see

cancelling the Tokyo Olympics

as inevitable on Friday, as

heavyweights the United States,

Canada and Australia said they

were still preparing for the

Games.

Deputy government spoke-

sman Manabu Sakai said there

was 'no truth' to the report in

The Times, which quoted an un-

named ruling coalition source as

saying 'the consensus is that it's

too difficult' to hold the

Olympics. It is the latest report

to cast doubt on the troubled

2020 Games, which were post-

poned over the coronavirus last

year but have been hit by a

surge in cases and plunging

public support.

Prime Minister Yoshihide

Suga on Friday insisted he was

'determined' to hold the event

'as proof that mankind will have

overcome the virus'.

Tokyo 2020 organisers said

they were 'fully focused on host-

ing the Games this summer'.

And the national Olympic

committees of the United

States, Canada and Australia all

said they were preparing to send

teams to Japan.

The statements from Canada

and Australia contrast with last

year, when they withdrew their

athletes before officials took the

unprecedented decision to post-

pone.

However, despite denying

the British report, Sakai said a

decision was looming for Japan.

"At some point in time, we

will naturally make a decision as

to whether to actually hold it,"

he said. "Until then the Japanese

government will do what it

needs to do and make progress

and prepare for it."

Concerns have risen as Japan

battles a third wave of coron-

avirus infections, with polls

showing around 80 per cent of

Japanese oppose hosting the

event this year. The Olympics

have never been cancelled in

peacetime.

International Olympic Com-

mittee (IOC) president Thomas

Bach said there was 'no reason

whatsoever' for them not to go

ahead on July 23 as scheduled.

"Everybody is really determined

to make these Olympic Games,"

Bach said in a video message on

Friday. "All the prospects are

good and we are working hard."

AFP

‘Gutted’ Murray

opts out of 

Australian Open 

Former world No 1 Andy

Murray said on Friday he had

decided against competing in

the Australian Open after

failing to find a 'workable

quarantine' following his

recovery from the

coronavirus. Murray has

finished his period of self-

isolation and had hoped to

compete in the first Grand

Slam of 2021 in Melbourne.

But the former Wimbledon

and US Open champion said

he could not find a way of

getting to Australia and then

quarantining ahead of the

tournament's scheduled start

on February 8. "Gutted to

share that I won't be flying

out to Australia to compete

at the Australian Open,"

Murray said.

Marin to meet 

Tzu-ying in final of

Thailand Open

Spain's fifth seed and former

world No 1 Carolina Marin

breezed into the final of

badminton's Thailand Open

on Saturday, beating South

Korea's An Se-young 21-19,

21-15. She will face Tai 

Tzu-ying again in Sunday's

finals, who beat homegrown

star Ratchanok Intanon in a

12-21, 21-12, 23-21 nail-biter.

The men's singles saw

Denmark's third-seeded

Anders Antonsen knocked

out by his compatriot, 

Hans-Kristian Vittinghus,

who won 21-19, 21-8.   He will

face fourth-seeded

compatriot Viktor Axelsen

for the title on Sunday.  

Ferrari sign up 

first woman driver 

to academy 

Ferrari on Friday signed up 16

year old Maya Weug, the

first woman to join their

academy which has nurtured

the talent of Formula one

drivers like Charles Leclerc.

Weug, born and raised in

Spain, will compete in

Formula 4 this year backed

by the academy which also

counts Formula One rookie

Mick Schumacher among its

success stories.

Baseball homer

king Aaron dies

Long-time Major League

Baseball home run king Hank

Aaron died on Friday at age

86. Aaron shrugged off

racism and death threats to

pass the record 714 homers

hit by Babe Ruth in 1974,

finishing on 755 for his

career and becoming a

pioneer in front office

opportunities for black

players after their careers.

Aaron played 23 MLB

seasons from 1954 to 1976,

starting with the Milwaukee

Braves, moving with them to

Atlanta in 1966, leaving for

the Milwaukee Brewers in

1975 and retiring in 1976. He

was inducted into Hall of

Fame in 1982

AFP

QUICK  rUN

FOOTBALL rOUND-UP 

London, UK - Southampton

dumped holders Arsenal out of

the FA Cup on Saturday as

West Ham cruised into the fifth

round with a 4-0 win against

third-tier Doncaster.

The Gunners, who have won

the competition a record 14

times, went down 0-1 on 

England's south coast courtesy

of a Gabriel own goal. Brighton

edged past Blackpool 2-1 and

Sheffield United beat Plymouth

2-1 as the other English Premier

League (EPL) teams in action

avoided embarrassment

against lower-league rivals. 

Elsewhere, Swansea

thumped fellow Championship

side Nottingham Forest 5-1,

while Bristol City beat 

Millwall 3-0. Barnsley beat

Championship leaders Nor-

wich 1-0. Sixth-tier Chorley put

up a brave fight against EPL

side Wolves on Friday but lost

0-1.

ENgLISH PrEMIEr LEAgUE 

Burnley stun
Liverpool 
Liverpool, UK - Jurgen Klopp

took responsibility for the 

sudden collapse of Liverpool's

EPL title defence after their 

68-game unbeaten run in the

EPL at Anfield came to a 

stunning end in a 1-0 defeat by

Burnley on Thursday.

OTHER RESULTS

FrENCH LEAgUE: Saturday:

Lens 0 Nice 1; Friday: PSG 4 

Montpellier 0.

gErMAN LEAgUE: Saturday:

Bayer Leverkusen 0 Wolfsburg

1, Freiburg1 Stuttgart 1, 

Mainz 3  RB Leipzig 2, Augs-

burg 2 Union Berlin 1, Arminia 

Bielefeld 1 Eintracht 

Frankfurt 5; Friday: Borussia

Moenchengladbach 4 Borussia

Dortmund 2.

SPANISH LEAgUE: Saturday:

Huesca 0 Villarreal 0, Sevilla 3

Cadiz 0; Friday: Levante 2 Real

Sociedad 2.

AFP

Ashok Purohit

Muscat

2020 21 HIS MAJESTY'S CUP

FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP

Exciting clashes are in store

when the 2020-21 His Majesty's

Cup Football Championship

draw will be held at the Oman

Football Association (OFA)

headquarters on Sunday. 

The double-leg quarterfinals

will be held in February. While

the first-leg will be played on

February 5-6, the return-leg will

be held on February 15-16.  

The two-leg semifinals will be

played on February 26-27 and

March 8-9.

Earlier, the round-of-16

clashes held over the weekend

produced not only expected 

results but also upset victories

leading to the path of the eight

teams to the quarters.

Following the last-16 

single-round knockout matches,

four former winners including

defending champions Dhofar,

Seeb, Al Suwaiq and Saham were

left in the fray. 

And joining the Goliaths are

the Davids like Ibri, Al Mussanah

and Al Ittihad clubs. 

Top-flight team Al Nahda,

who are chasing their maiden

title, also made it to the 

quarterfinals.

The three major upsets were

registered by Ibri, Mussanah and

Ittihad as the trio knocked out

former multiple champions and

heavyweights. While Ibri 

dispatched four-time champions

Sur 6-5 in a penalty shootout

after teams were 1-1 at end of

extra-time on Thursday, Al 

Ittihad upset another four-time

winners, Al Arouba 5-4 in a

shootout, after teams ended the

game 2-2 following extra-time

on Friday. Al Mussanah shocked

two-time champions Oman with

a 2-1 win on Thursday. 

However, normalcy was re-

stored with wins for nine-time

champions and holders Dhofar,

who beat Al Rustaq 2-0 on Fri-

day, Seeb, Saham and Al Suwaiq.

In the most-anticipated 

last-16 clash featuring former

champions, Seeb and Al Nasr, at

the Seeb Sports Stadium on

Thursday, Omantel League hold-

ers Seeb prevailed 4-2 in a

shootout after extra-time failed

to break the 1-1 stalemate.

Salalah giants Al Nasr have won

the title five times while Seeb are

chasing their fourth title, having

won the last in 1998. 

Also on Thursday, two-time

champions Saham got past

Samail 4-2 in another 

shootout with scores tied 1-1 

and Al Nahda was an easy 3-0

victor against Majees.

Three-time champions Al

Suwaiq recorded a hard-fought

2-1 win over Sohar  to advance

on Friday night to leave four 

former winners including 

defending champions Dhofar

and four other clubs looking for

their maiden glory. 

@ashokmuscat

Holders Dhofar, three other
former winners remain in fray

Action from the match between Dhofar and Al Rustaq on Friday

Holders Arsenal crash out of FA Cup 

Al Suwaiq and Sohar players in a aerial duel for the ball during their HM’s Cup last-16 game
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Johannesburg, South Africa -
Both the South African and 
Australian Test squads will 
quarantine ahead of their yet-to-
be-confirmed three-Test series
in March, in what will be the
strictest biosecure bubble yet in
South Africa. Unlike for the 
England and Sri Lanka series,
where training could begin after
the squads had taken their first
COVID-19 tests - though social
interaction was not allowed until
after the third Test - for the Aus-
tralia series, players on both
sides will be confined to their
rooms for a longer period of time.

For that reason, South Africa's
Test squad will leave Pakistan on
February 9 to begin their 
quarantine period at home.  A
separate squad will play the
three T20Is in Pakistan on 
February 11, 13, and 14 in what
CSA director of cricket Graeme
Smith sees as an inevitable 
consequence of the times and
something member boards will
have to work together to ensure
the cricket calendar is as 
unaffected as possible. “Unfortu-
nately, we would have to play
two different squads at the time
of Australia series," he said.
Cricinfo

INDIA vS ENGLAND

TEST SERIES

Mumbai, India - The prospect
of the first two Tests of the
India-England series being
played behind closed doors
has grown stronger after the
Tamil Nadu Cricket Associa-
tion (TNCA) informed its
members that no crowds
would be allowed at the MA
Chidambaram stadium. The
TNCA took the decision de-
spite the Indian government
recently ruling that outdoor
sport could be conducted with
spectators at 50% capacity.

Chennai will host the first
two matches of the four-Test
series with the first Test
scheduled to be held from
February 5-9 and the second
from February 13-17. 

Both teams will then travel
to Ahmedabad for the last
two Tests, to be played at
Motera stadium. 

The third Test, to be played
under lights, is scheduled
from February 24-28 and final
Test from March 4-8.

England's tour of India,
which also includes five T20Is
(to be played in Ahmedabad)
and three ODIs (in Pune), is
the first international cricket
that India will host since the
sport went on a global hiatus
last year due to the COVID-19
pandemic. India ranks second
globally in terms of total
COVID-19 infections 
reported, with its count inch-
ing towards the 11mn mark.

On January 20 the TNCA
secretary R Ramaswamy sent
a circular to the association's
members saying the decision

to bar crowds was taken in
unison with the BCCI as a
'preventive measure'. 

"In view of the prevailing
COVID-19 pandemic, BCCI
has decided not to take any
kind of risk with the safety of
the players during the forth-
coming India-England Test
series," Ramaswamy said. "As
per BCCI directive, the first
two Test matches will take
place behind closed doors (No
Spectators/Guests/Sub-
Committee Members) as a
preventive measure."

Incidentally the Indian gov-
ernment had said outdoor
sports could have crowds of
up to 50% capacity. "For out-
door events, spectators will be
allowed upto a maximum of
50% of the total capacity of
the stadium," the Indian Min-
istry of Youth Affairs and
Sports had said while putting
out a note on December 26. 

The note was part of the
'standard operating proce-
dures and guidelines for con-
ducting sporting competition
in India in the COVID-19 envi-
ronment'."

Despite the TNCA deci-
sion, a senior official at the
Gujarat Cricket Association,
which runs the Motera
ground, remained optimistic
of having some section of the
ground open to crowds. 

In 2020 the refurbished
Motera was inaugurated by
former US president Donald
Trump. With a capacity of
110,000 Motera is the
biggest-capacity ground in
world cricket. 
Cricinfo

Send your comments to muscatdaily@apexmedia.co.om

India-England
Tests in Chennai
set to be played
without fans

A file photo of MA Chidambaram stadium

S Africa to use 
separate T20I,
Test squads

SRI LANKA vS ENGLAND

SECOND TEST: DAy TWO

Galle, Sri Lanka - It was a credit
to the Sri Lanka batsmen - in 
particular their proficiency
against spin - that James 
Anderson's six-wicket haul was
as much an act of damage 
limitation as destruction on day
two in Galle on Saturday. 

When left-arm spinner Lasith
Embuldeniya made early inroads,
England looked to be in danger. It
took an unbroken partnership
worth 93 from Jonny Bairstow,
homeward-bound to rest after
this match instead of heading to
India, and Joe Root to put them
back on course, with Root 
particularly strong on the sweep
to reach 67 not out off just 77 
deliveries and push England to
98 for two by the close.

Where England's spinners
had failed - all ten Sri Lankan
wickets fell to the seamers - 
Embuldeniya accounted for both
openers for the third time in as

many innings on this tour.
Dom Sibley fell to Em-

buldeniya yet again, this time
without scoring. Zak Crawley,
who is also yet to reach double
figures this series, was out to a
good ball from Embuldeniya, an-
gling in and dipping then finding
an edge that went straight to
Lahiru Thirimanne at slip to put
England at five for two. Root and
Bairstow dug in to provide just
that and ensure that the contest
retained its intrigue.

The home side had earlier
fought their way into a strong po-
sition through impressive innings
from Niroshan Dickwella and Dil-
ruwan Perera (67). Dickwella fell
painfully short of a Test century
when he gifted Anderson his fifth
wicket, chipping to Jack Leach at
mid-off for 92, his highest score
in 41 Test appearances.

Dilruwan made an impressive
fifty from No 8, taking to Leach in
particular, dancing down the
pitch three times to plunder

through mid-on and mid-off and
a six down the ground. He helped
add 89 in partnership with 
Dickwella and then another 49
for the last two wickets.

By shortly after lunch, 
Anderson, the 38 year old
seamer playing his 157th Test,
had doubled his tally from the
previous day, adding three more
wickets to help end Sri Lanka's
innings on 381 and finish with 
figures of six for 40 off 29 overs.

It was Anderson's second
straight five-wicket haul in Tests
away from home, following his
five for 40 in Cape Town a year
ago, and the 30th of his career -
only Richard Hadlee has more
among pace bowlers with 36.

He removed centurion Angelo
Mathews with his sixth ball on
day two and drew Suranga 
Lakmal into a poke outside 
off-stump as Crawley took a
sharp catch at gully either side of
Dickwella's dismissal.

That prompted Dickwella to

shift gears into drive, quite 
literally at times, as he assumed
the lead upon debutant Ramesh
Mendis' arrival at the crease.
Dickwella unfurled a series of
well-timed boundaries, carving
Sam Curran through backward
point and punching Mark Wood
through long-on.

A fantastic take behind the
stumps had Mendis out for a
duck, a faint edge off Mark
Wood going down the leg side
and finding Buttler's glove at full
stretch to his left.

Sri Lanka had lost two wickets
for 11 runs in the space of 19 balls
but Dickwella remained in 
excellent touch, be it against pac-
ers or spinners.

Wood's hard graft was further
rewarded with the wicket of 
Embuldeniya and Curran finally
accounted for last man out 
Dilruwan, who holed out to
Leach at deep backward square
leg.
Cricinfo

ANDERSON’S SIX-FOR 
AS HOSTS SCORE 381
Root leads England response after openers fail again against Sri Lanka

England’s James Anderson celebrates after dismissing Sri Lanka’s Niroshan Dickwella (photo left) on the second day of the second Test at Galle on Saturday

SCOREBOARD

SRI LANKA  1ST INNINGS

L Thirimanne c Buttler b Anderson 43

K Perera c Root b Anderson 6

O Fernando b Anderson 0

A Mathews c Buttler b Anderson 110

D Chandimal lbw b Wood 52

N Dickwella c Leach b Anderson 92

R Mendis c Buttler b Wood 0

D Perera c Leach b Curran 67

S Lakmal c Crawley b Anderson 0

L Embuldeniya c Root b Wood 7

A Fernando not out 0

Extras: (lb 2, nb 1, w 1) 4

TOTAL: 381 in 139.3 overs

Fall of wickets: 1-7, 2-7, 3-76, 4-193, 

5-232, 6-243, 7-332, 8-332, 9-364, 

10-381

Bowling: J Anderson 29-13-40-6, 

S Curran 18.3-3-60-1, J Leach 38-5-119-0,

M Wood 28-4-84-3, D Bess 26-2-76-0

ENGLAND 1ST INNINGS

Z Crawley c Thirimanne 

b Embuldeniya 5

D Sibley lbw b Embuldeniya 0

J Bairstow not out 24

J Root not out 67

Extras: (b 2) 2

TOTAL: 98 for two in 30 overs

Fall of wickets: 1-4, 2-5 

Bowling: S Lakmal 5-2-10-0, 

L Embuldeniya 11-4-33-2, 

A Fernando 5-2-12-0, D Perera 7-1-22-0,

R Mendis 2-0-19-0
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Motorsports fans in Oman are all

set to be treated to a variety of

top-class events, starting early

next month. The Oman 

Automobile Association (OAA)

has been in the forefront over the

past couple of years to enhance

the reputation of Oman as a

world-class venue for various

motorsports events.

And the OAA has met with

considerable success in recent

times with the return of the

Oman International Rally as an

important event in the FIA-Mid-

dle East Rally Championship

(MERC) calendar in 2020.

It is just not the fans of rally,

which has a glorious history in

Oman, who are going to 

celebrate in the coming months

but OAA has ensured that there

are activities, competitions and

championships in different fields.

The first of the three back-to-

back international events that

will set the ball rolling in Oman

will be the opening round of the

Oman International Drift 

Championship (OIDC), which

will be held at the OAA Drift

Arena on February 4-5.

The screeching noises, the air

filled with adrenaline and the

smell of tyres burning the tracks

ablaze with 45 skilled drivers

from 15 countries fighting it out

will be a battle to watch and

preparations are already on track

to make it a huge success.

The second round of the

championship will be held at the

same venue on February 11-12

and the OAA has already 

confirmed entries from 17 

nations, including drivers from

US, UK, the Netherlands, Latvia,

Lithuania, Malaysia, Pakistan,

Jordan, UAE, Saudi Arabia, Syria,

Kuwait, Lebanon, Ukraine, 

Russia, Qatar and popular names

from Oman.

This is the fourth edition of the

popular event and over the years,

thousands have attended the

event, that has a strong following

in the sultanate.

Oman Sohar 
International Rally 
There is no let-up for 

motorsports fans in Oman as

February will also have rallying

fans rejoice as the 2021 Oman

Sohar International Rally will be

staged from February 18-20.

The new branding as Oman

Sohar International Rally comes

in the wake of the full support

provided to the MERC round by

Bank Sohar.

Defending champion Nasser

al Attiyah, who recently finished

runner-up at the gruelling Dakar

Rally and is a 16-time MERC

champion has confirmed his

entry and will be defending his

title.

Last year, Attiyah had begun

his MERC campaign in Oman but

this time, Oman will be the sec-

ond leg of the series with the

opening round to be held in

Doha, Qatar from January 29-31.

Oman's own talented rallying

star Abdullah al Rawahi did the

sultanate proud when he finished

overall runner-up in the 

interrupted MERC season last

year due to the coronavirus 

pandemic. 

Rawahi will hope to keep up

his strong presence in the 

circuit and will be competing in

the opening round in Qatar

where a strong field of 18 cars

have been confirmed. Among

the other leading names 

competing in the opening round

is WRC star Kris Meeke, who is

a former winner of five WRC 

rallies between 2015-17. 

Seven R5 cars have entered in

Qatar along with Abdullah, who

aims for a podium finish before

returning to Oman for the next

round. 

Among the other leading

names taking part in the Oman

Sohar International Rally from

Oman are Zakariya al Amri, 

Zakariya al Aufi and  Hamed al

Wahaibi.

If February witnesses action

for the big boys of drift and rally,

March will have the best of 

go-karting sensations vying for

the top honours at the Middle

East and Africa (MENA) Interna-

tional Karting Nations Cup.

Second MENA  
Karting Cup
The MENA Karting Cup 

concept is an evolution of 

significant contributions from

many MENA associations over

the past few years. Oman will

host the second edition of this

exciting event with the support

under the auspices of the FIA

Sport Grant Programme from

March 3-7.

Go-karting racers from 21

countries have already con-

firmed their entries in a sport that

is popular in Oman. In the past,

Oman have produced go-karting

champions of the likes of Abdul-

lah al Rawahi, Sanad al Rawahi

and Shihab al Habsi.

Last year, Oman made history

as it was the first time that an 

international go-karting event of

such big magnitude was held at

the Muscat Speedway.

Buoyed by the success, the

OAA has once again decided to

host the contest that features

state-of-the-art Rotax powered

karts

Speaking to Muscat Daily,

Suleiman al Rawahi, the OAA

managing director said, “The

three international events 

underline our capabilities to host

world-class motorsports events.

We are proud to host them, and

hopefully, Oman's stature as a

growing destination for motor-

sports will gain more popularity

and respect in the 

region.”

Last year, when the MENA

Cup was held, Oman also had 

organised the FIA MENA 

Congress in Muscat, with FIA

president Jean Todt among the

dignitaries attending the 

gathering of international 

motorsports federation leaders.

@ashokmuscat

SPEED, THRILL, ACTION
OAA gears up to host three international motorsports events in February-March

Ashok Purohit

Muscat

In his prime, Oman's rallying

ace Hamed al Wahaibi was

considered to be one of the

fastest drivers in the region.

And his reputation was

backed by a strong showing

in regional and international

rallies in late nineties.

Wahaibi dominated the

domestic rallies for long and

was the first Omani driver to

compete in the World Rally

Championship (WRC).

From 1997 to 2005, 

Wahaibi was a regular face

on the world circuit before he

took a break. He came out of

his semi-retirement in 2011

when he competed in the

2011 domestic season and

the Dubai International Rally,

a leg of the Middle East Rally

Championship (MERC). He

continued to compete in the

Oman Rally Championship

till 2012 before deciding to

move away from competing

though he kept himself 

involved with the sport by

managing a rally team.

On Saturday, Wahaibi 

announced that he would be

making yet another return to

rallying after a gap of nine

years as he has confirmed his

entry for  the 2021 Oman

Sohar International Rally,

which will be  held next

month as the second leg of

the MERC.

Wahaibi, who would be

driving Skoda Fabia R5 car,

said his return to competitive

rallying is his ‘own way of

supporting the sport.'

In a statement, Wahaibi

said, “I am delighted to return

to rallying. I was tempted by

the fact that OAA is hosting

the second round of the

MERC, where I have had

some of my best results in-

cluding several podium fin-

ishes.”

As part of his prepara-

tions, Wahaibi is currently

undergoing a strict fitness

programme and has had few

runs in the new R5 car.

Wahaibi promised to give

his best in the MERC round in

Oman though he said a

podium finish will be 'a diffi-

cult task on return to tracks

after nearly a decade'.

@ashokmuscat

Wahaibi all set for 
return to rallying

A file photo of drivers competing in the 2020 Oman International Drift Championship at the OAA Drift Arena

A file photo of go-karting drivers in action during the MENA Cup at the Muscat Speedway last year 

The three international 
events underline our 
capabilities to host world-class
motorsports events. We 
are proud to host them
suleiman al rawahi 




