THURSDAY [OF: 0}
A gggﬂl Ii%?:h 1445 AH OF: 6 " (I)l Q 5"(! 1|(!||||£|£I(!IO"1IIO|

. !l
o i

;. WINNER | - HM GREETS PRESIDENT OF DJIBOUTI

w W, ‘o
wl) " o . & ) A MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan Haitham
-, {7 e bin Tarik has sent a cable of greetings to
-~ ? f -4 President Ismail Omar Guelleh of the
X — Republic of Djibouti, on his country’s
@ Ly — F = i Independence Anniversary. In the cable, His
JEATE Majc'esty the Sultan exgressed his sincere
Murcat Media Grosge L% Lol sentiments and best wishes of good health
by a1 the Tonefrond e - and happiness to President Ismail. His
ol dagital Freedis -~ e Majesty also wished the people of Djibouti
Innavation 1 Hie regon :_-- further progress and prosperity. — ONA
Founded 1975 - Volume49 No. 82 |16 Pages - ibscription OMR63 | ISO9001:2008 Certified Company | Chairman/Editor-in-Chief: Mohamed Issa Al Zadjali | Printed & Published by Muscat Media Group

X TIMESOFOMANCOM  IEJ FACEBOOK.COM/TIMESOFOMAN

[ TWITTER COM/TIMESOFOMAN [ YOUTUBE COM/USER/TIMESOFOMANONLINE (@) TIMESOFOMAN COM/WHATSAPP

2 TIMESOFOMAN.COM/RSS

(8 LINKEDIN COM/COMPANY/TIMES-0F-OHAN

(&) INSTAGRAM.COM/TIMESOFOMAN

howoeliy
<4 bank muscat

ALY BRER o

Apply for Meethaq
credit card and get first
year annual fee reversal

Terms and conditions apply. Valid unril 31 of August 2024,

MEETHACY_

CR Mo LAY

SAYYID ASA’AD REGEIVES UZBEKISTAN'S FOREIGN MINISTER

TOP THREE INSIDE STORIES

Oman honours
Jordanian official

His Majesty Sultan Haitham

1bin Tarik has conferred
Oman Military Order (2nd

Class) on Maj. Gen. Yousef

Al Huneiti, Chairman of the
Jordanian Joint Chiefs of Staff,

for his efforts in consolidating
military cooperation. >A2

22 protesters killed
inKenya clashes

Kenya’s state-backed
2 rights body announced
the death of 22 protesters
killed during Tuesday’s rallies,
while the Kenya Medical

Association put the death toll
at23.>A6

India seek revenge
against England

Team India will meet
8 holders England in the
second semifinal of the
ongoing ICC T20 World Cup at
Guyana on Thursday. The crucial

encounter begins at 6.30pm,
Omantime. >A8
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The Ministry of Energy and Minerals said
that it had achieved robust results in 2023

and seeks to further boost production

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Ministry of Ener-
gy and Minerals seeks to enhance
the contribution of the energy and
mineral sectors to the gross do-
mestic product (GDP) and add to
the national income of Oman.

In a statement, the ministry
said that it has achieved strong
results in 2023 and wants to sup-

Times News Service

MUSCAT: At an age when most
young girls are captivated by dolls
and toys, a Muscat-based toddler
has already made her mark on the
world stage.

Vianna Kanojia, a 20-month-

old, has set a world record for
the “Fastest Recitation of 1 to 10
Counting by a Toddler.”

On April 6, 2024, Vianna’s

proud parents, Sanjit and Payal,
witnessed her record-setting
recitation. She counted from 1
to 10 in just six seconds, break-
ing the previous record of eight
seconds. Recently, they received
the official certificate and con-
firmation of her remarkable
achievement.

At the time of her record-setting

plement the state’s general budget
by using all possible means to
boost production at lower cost
using the latest technology.
Engineer Salem bin Nasser
Al-Awfi, Minister of Energy
and Minerals, stressed that the
ministry is working to harness
all capabilities and resources to
enhance its role in developing
the energy and minerals sectors,

Delegated by His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik, HH Sayyid Asa’ad bin
Tarik Al Said, Deputy Prime Minister for
International Relations and Cooperation
Affairs, and Personal Representative of
His Majesty the Sultan received yester-
day Baxtiyor Saidov, Minister of Foreign
Affairs of the Republic of Uzbekistan.
During the meeting, the two officials re-
viewed bilateral cooperation and means
of enhancing them in various fields to
serve joint interests. They also discussed
several matters of mutual interest. The
meeting was attended by Sayyid Badr
Hamad Al Busaidi, Foreign Minister, the
secretary general and the advisor in the
office of HH Sayyid Asa’ad. It was also
attended by Abdusalam Khatamov, Am-
bassador of the Republic of Uzbekistan to
the Sultanate of Oman and the delegation
accompanying the guest. — ona

and use advanced technology to
support the production of crude
oil and oil condensates.

The minister further explained
that the Ministry of Energy and
Minerals continued its efforts
in the field of localisation of
industries in 2023.

Local value
A factory for manufacturing
chemicals within the Sultanate
of Oman has been certified and
approved in accordance with the
required standards and specifi-
cations, which will contribute
directly to enhancing thelocal val-
ue, in addition to achieving a re-
duction in operational expenses.
The first well drilling rig
manufactured in Oman with an
electronic operation feature was

recitation, Vianna was one year,
eight months, and fifteen days old.

The record was validated by the
International Book of Records, a
global organisation with ambassa-
dors around the world.

This platform allows individu-
als to showcase their unique tal-
ents and inspire others to push
their limits. The organisation
documents and publishes nota-
ble records across a wide range of
achievements.

Speaking to Times of Oman,
Sanjit Kanojia, Vianna’s father,
said: “We came across this plat-
form through social media, where
we saw many people showcas-
ing their talents in various fields,
which inspired us. We are aware
of Vianna’s ability to learn things
quickly, often leaving us speech-

His Majesty issues
two Rovyal decrees

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik on Wednesday
issued two Royal decrees that read
as follows:

Royal Decree No. 29/2024 rati-
fies the agreement on regular air
services between the Government
of the Sultanate of Oman and the
Government of the Arab Repub-
lic of Egypt, signed in Cairo on 23
April 2024.

Article (1) ratifies the above-
mentioned agreement in accord-
ance with the version attached to
this decree.

Article (2) says that this decree
shall be published in the Official

also completed, as it was manu-
factured using the latest technolo-
gies to ensure safe, efficient and
sustainable drilling operations.

He pointed out that in line with
the government’s directions in
supporting the role of small and
medium enterprises (SMEs) to
contribute to achieving economic
and social development, the total
spending on small and medium
enterprises in the oil and gas
sectors amounted to about 16
percent of the total value of
purchases and tenders.

Regarding the important pro-
jects that were started in 2023,
Engineer Salem bin Nasser
Al-Awfi pointed to the Al-Ghaisin
Mine Copper Mining Project in
the Wilayat of Al-Khaboura.

It is one of the most important

Muscat toddler sets world record for fastest counting

less. She loves listening to rhymes
and music, and even croons to her
favourite songs.”

Sanjit continued, “At a very
young age of 15 months, she had
already started reciting alphabets
and numbers.

She sings rhymes and recites al-
phabets and numbers almost dai-
ly. One day, we noticed her count-
ing from 1 to 10 very quickly, and
that’s when we decided she should
attempt a record. We registered
her with the International Book of
Records.”

Her mother, Payal, expressed
their joy: “We are delighted and
proud that she has set a world re-
cord before even turning two. As
parents, we believed in Vianna’s
potential and encouraged her to
participate.”>A2

Gazette and enforced from its date
of'issue.

Royal Decree No. 30/2024 rati-
fies the agreement on air trans-
port between the government of
the Sultanate of Oman and the
government of the Republic of In-
donesia, signed in Muscat on 15
June 2022.

Article (1) ratifies the aforemen-
tioned agreement in accordance
with the version attached to this
decree.

Article (2) says that this Royal
decree shall be published in the
Official Gazette and enforced from
its date of issue. -ona

and promising projects in cop-
per mining that will contribute to
enhancing economic diversifica-
tion in the Sultanate of Oman. It
relies on modern, environmen-
tally friendly underground min-
ing techniques and its reserve
is estimated at more than six
million tonnes with an average
concentration of 2.04 percent
copper ore.

Also, a solar energy station was
opened in the Wilayat of Sur to
produce renewable energy for the
Sur water desalination plant.

He stressed that the ministry
has made tangible efforts in the
field of social responsibility with
its partners as three national
projects were supported by three
different companies at a cost of
OMR2.5 million. See also >Bl
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Discussions on
steps for zero
carbon emission

The symposium
highlighted the
importance of
exchanging ideas and
experiences between
institutions to
achieve Oman Vision
2040

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The initiatives of na-
tional institutions to achieve zero
carbon neutrality by 2050 was re-
viewed at a symposium.

Attended by 50 participants
representing a number of nation-
al authorities interested in the
zero carbon neutrality, the meet-
ing aimed at reducing carbon
emission and take advantage of
the benefits gained from its appli-
cation at the local level, and high-
light the projects and initiatives
that the concerned authorities
are working on in the Sultanate of
Oman to achieve the goal.

The symposium highlighted
the importance of exchanging
ideas and experiences between
institutions to achieve Oman Vi-
sion 2040, the priority of the en-
vironment and natural resources
to achieve a balance between the
requirements of the sustainable
development goals and the sus-
tainable use of natural resources
and wealth with the aim of en-
hancing the growth of the nation-
al economy.

The programme included two
working sessions, the first fo-
cused on introducing zero carbon
neutrality and spreading commu-
nity awareness.

Itreviewed 4 working paperson
the role of the UNESCO-Sultan
Qaboos Prize for Environmental
Conservation in supporting envi-
ronmental issues, the role of the
private sector in achieving zero
carbon neutrality, the national
strategy for zero carbon neutral-

ity and developing environmental
awareness to achieve zero carbon
neutrality.

‘While the second working ses-
sion of the symposium focused
on the projects and initiatives
that the concerned authorities
are working on in the Sultanate
of Oman to achieve zero carbon
neutrality, including the efforts
of the Ministry of Education in
this aspect, the initiative of the
Ministry of Higher Education,
Scientific Research and Innova-
tion, the initiative of the Univer-
sity of Technology and Applied
Sciences, and youth institutions’
initiatives to achieve zero carbon
neutrality.

The symposium was organised
by the Omani National Commis-
sion for Education, Culture and
Science, represented by the Sci-
ence Sector Department in coop-
eration with the Petroleum De-
velopment Oman Company.

Draft ‘Public Health Law’, ‘Financial
Law’ sent to the State Council

MUSCAT: The Shura Council
on Wednesday referred the draft
“Public Health Law” and “Finan-
cial Law” to the State Council for
the draft bills to complete the leg-
islative session.

This took place during the
Shura Council’s 11th regular ses-
sion of the first annual conven-
ing (2023-2024) during the tenth
term (2023-2027), held under the
chairmanship of Sheikh Khalid
Hilal Al Maawali, Chairman of the
Shura Council.

The council also discussed the
report of the temporary commit-
tee concerned with the job seek-

ers’ file. This resulted in several
outcomes and recommendations
aimed at boosting the labour mar-
ket in Oman.

Moreover, the Shura Council

will continue its discussions to-
morrow (Thursday) during its
12th regular session regarding a
number of draft laws referred by
the government. -ona

Pact signed
for drone,
robotics use
in farm sector

MUSCAT: The Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Wa-
ter Resources on Wednesday
signed an agreement to lease a
unit for establishing a research
centre to develop robotics and
drones for agricultural, fishery
and water uses.

The agreement stems from
the Ministry’s endeavours to
consolidate partnership with
the private sector and enable
small and medium enterprises
(SMEs) to carry out tasks in the
agricultural sector through the
use of smart technologies.

The Ministry also seeks to in-
troduce, evaluate, transfer and
utilise modern technologies in
the agricultural sector. -ona
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Minister of Royal Office bids farewell
to ambassadors of Jordan, Cyprus

MUSCAT: Gen. Sultan Mohammed
Al Nu’amani, Minister of the Royal
Office yesterday received Amjad
Kuhewi, Ambassador of the Hash-
emite Kingdom of Jordan to bid
him farewell at the end of his tour
of duty.

The ambassador expressed his

thanks for the support accorded to
him by officials in Oman.

In his turn, Al Nuamani ex-
pressed his appreciation to the
ambassador for the efforts he ex-
erted in enhancing bilateral rela-
tions, wishing him success in his
future endeavors.

Moreover, Gen. Sultan Moham-
med Al Nu'amani, Minister of the
Royal Office also received Andreas
Nicolaides, Ambassador of the Re-
public of Cyprus to the Sultanate
of Oman to bid him farewell at the
end of his tour of duty.

The ambassador expressed his

appreciation for the cooperation
extended to him. He also lauded
the strength of relations between
Oman and Cyprus. Al Nuamani
expressed his thanks to the ambas-
sador for the efforts he exerted in
boosting bilateral relations, wish-
ing him success. -ona

CBO Board of Governors meeting held

MUSCAT: The Board of Gover-
nors of the Central Bank of Oman
(CBO) on Wednesday convened its
second meeting for 2024, at CBO’s
head office in the commercial dis-
trict of Muttrah.

The Board reviewed the items
presented in the agenda of its
meeting.

It addressed the salient features
of the framework for regulating
and monitoring digital banks to
keep pace with modern develop-
ments, increase efficiency in pro-
viding banking and financial ser-
vices, enhance financial inclusion,
and determine the way forward in
regulating digital banks.

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman has seen a trou-
bling increase in drowning inci-
dents, particularly during the sum-
mer months when people flock to
wadis and beaches to escape the
high temperatures.

Despite the Civil Defence and
Ambulance Authority (CDAA) re-
porting alesser number of cases in
2023, the numbers are alarming.

CDAA reported a total of 166
incidents in 2023 as compared to
324 drowning cases in 2022.

Drowning incidents are very
painful and generally occur in
deeper areas of valley and beaches
where people try to take comfort
in hot weather while enjoying the
surroundings.

These incidents often involve

As a result of the growth in Is-
lamic banking products and ser-
vices in the Sultanate of Oman,
and the belief of the Central Bank
of Oman in the necessity of contin-
uing development of the financial
sector in various fields; during its
meeting, the Board approved the
fundamentals of the regulatory
framework for licencing Finance
and Leasing Companies (FLCs)
that are compatible with Sharia. It
aims to support the growth of the
FLCs sector and enable it to pro-
vide diverse banking products and
services.

The Board also approved the
framework policies of the Oman

individuals, including children,
who are not proficient swimmers.

The main causes of drowning
include lack of swimming skills,
swimming in non-designated ar-
eas such as pools, dams, and risky
water channels, and unsafe rescue
attempts.

Many tragedies occur when
people fail to heed warning signs or
underestimate the strength of wa-
ter currents, particularly in wadis.

The Authority emphasises the
importance of vigilant supervi-
sion, especially for children near
pools and beaches.

Public urged to follow
safety measures

To combat these incidents, the
CDAA has urged the public to fol-
low safety measures.

Credit and Financial Information
Centre “Mala’a”, approved its or-
ganisational structure and amend-
ments to its financial regulations,
and approved the issuance of the
centre’s information security
policy.

Moreover, during its meeting,
the Board reviewed a number
of topics, the most important of
which were financial soundness
indicators for banks, and a report
on the financial position of the
Central Bank of Oman.

The Board also discussed the
prospects and challenges of sta-
bility in the Omani economy, the
position of reserves, and the per-

-
-
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This includes swimming only
in designated areas and ensur-
ing water wells are covered and
fenced to prevent children or ani-
mals from falling in. Swimming
pools should have fixed stairs, steel
handles, lifebuoys, and appropri-
ate swimming costumes should
be worn while going into the pool.
The pools should also not be filled
to capacity when used by children,
and adults should always super-
vise children in the water.

In case of emergencies, the
public is advised to contact the
emergency numbers (9999 or
24343666).

By adhering to these precau-
tions, CDAA aims to significantly
reduce the number of drowning
incidents and ensure the safety of
its residents and visitors.

formance of the CBO’s foreign
investments.

The Board also reviewed the
semi-annual report of the pro-
ject to enhance the efficiency of
monetary policy, the report on
the progress of the bank’s second
strategic plan (2024-2026) and
the evaluation of the first strategic
plan (2021-2023), the annual re-
port of the bank Deposit Insurance
Scheme, and the quarterly report
of the Oman Credit and Financial
Information Centre “Mala’a”.

The Board also reviewed a num-
ber of studies and topics on the
agenda and appropriate decisions
were taken regarding them. — ona

Nine prequalify for Ibri
IIT Solar PV project

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Nine international
companies have prequalified in
the competitive tender to par-
ticipate in the Ibri III Solar PV
project — a 500 MW project esti-
mated to cost OMR155 million,
according to Nama Power and
Water Procurement Company
(PWP), the sole buyer of power
and water output in the Sultanate
of Oman.

The Ibri IIT Solar PV project
is the fourth large-scale solar
scheme to be developed in Oman.
In a press statement, PWP said
that the prequalified compa-
nies are: Abu Dhabi Future En-
ergy Company (Masdar), ACWA
Power, Al Riyadh National Trad-
ing and Korea Midland Power
(KOMIPO), Jinko Power, Semb-
corp Utilities, TotalEnergies
Renewables, EDF Renouvela-
bles and Korean Western Power
(‘KOWEPO), International
Power SA (Engie) and Sumitomo
Corporation.

The procurement of this solar
project is part of the Omani gov-
ernment’s policy to diversify en-
ergy resources to meet the grow-
ing demand for electricity.

IPP model

The implementation of this pro-
ject will follow the successful
precedent IPP model established
in Oman and involves a fair and
transparent competition process
with the objective of awarding
the contract to a highly qualified
private sector developer with
a view to deliver world class
technology solutions to advance
Oman’s renewable energy and
energy resource diversification
goals.

In response to its request for
qualification floated in January
this year,

Local and international
developers

Nama Power and Water Procure-
ment Company received a total of
12 submissions for qualification
submitted by local and interna-
tional developers.

Nine applicants have been ei-
ther conditionally, or uncondi-
tionally qualified.

The developers are from the
Sultanate of Oman, United Arab
Emirates, Kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia, China, South Korea, Singa-
pore, France, and Japan.

“After a rigorous evaluation
process, Nama Power and Water
Procurement is pleased to an-
nounce the unconditionally pre-
qualified and conditionally pre
qualified applicants,” said Nama
PWP in a press statement.

“Nama Power and Water Pro-
curement Company is currently
working to finalise the Request
for Proposals which will soon
be issued to the above-listed pre
qualified applicants upon receipt
of the relevant approvals,” it
added.

Ibri III Solar IPP is the fourth
solar IPP that has been tendered
by Nama Power and Water Pro-
curement Company following
Ibri II Solar IPP (Operational
since summer 2021) and Manah I
Solar IPP and Manah IT Solar IPP
(under construction).

Nama Power and Water Pro-
curement Company is working
along with the Ministry of Ener-
gy and Minerals and the Author-
ity for Public Services Regulation
to achieve the energy renewable
targets set in Oman Vision 2040.

rowning incidents spike in Oman during sumimer
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Death toll in Kenya
protests rises to 22

Protesters have
called on fellow
citizens to take to
the streets again on
Thursday in memory
of “our fallen people,”
according to one

prominent organiser

NAIROBI: Kenya’s state-backed
rights body announced the death
of 22 protesters killed during
Tuesday’s rallies, while the Kenya
Medical Association put the death
toll at 23.

Some 30 others were being
treated for bullet wounds sus-
tained during the nationwide pro-
tests, the association said.

Roseline Odede, chairwoman of
the Kenya National Commission
on Human Rights, said that 19 peo-
ple had died in the capital, Nairobi,
where police opened fire at dem-
onstrators who stormed parlia-
ment. She vowed the commission
would launch an inquiry, describ-
ing the toll as “the largest number
of deaths [in] a single day protest.”

‘I wish I was born in
another country’

Reuters news agency has been out
and about on the streets of Nairobi
over the last 24 hours, speaking
to Kenya’s largely Millennial and
Generation Z protesters.

“It’s the people against the gov-
ernment,” added Ronnie Baron,
a 30-year-old English literature
teacher.

“It’s going to unite the youth
and the old like never before,” said
29-year-old John Aron.

Five killed in
Las Vegas
shooting

LAS VEGAS: As many as five
people were killed in North Las
Vegas on Tuesday morning (lo-
cal time) after a man went on a
shooting spree in two apartment
complexes, before killing himself,
according to media report.

An overnight manhunt ended
Tuesday morning after police lo-
cated him just before he killed
himself Eric Adams, 47, was iden-
tified by police as a suspect in two
shootings on Monday night, the
North Las Vegas Police Depart-
ment said in a news release.

Along with five dead, a 13-year-
old girl was hospitalised in critical
condition. — ant

Kenya may be the economic
powerhouse of East Africa, but
Nairobi is under pressure from
the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) to slash foreign debt, which
currently stands at roughly 10 tril-
lion shillings ($77.7bn), around 70
percent of GDP, and boost state
revenues, hence the government’s
proposed tax increases.

But with a third of Kenya’s
52-million population living in
poverty, many people are already
struggling with the increasing cost
of living and are frustrated at a po-
litical system which they feel of-
fers them few opportunities.

“Our parents failed us, they
voted along tribal lines,” 26-year-
old Derick Kolito told Reuters,
saying he was unable to find a job
despite having a master’s degree in
accounting. “I am the son of peas-
ants. You must have a godfather
to get a job,” he said. “I wish I was
born in another country.”

For others, government at-
tempts to engage with protest
leaders are evidence in itself that
the political class has failed to un-
derstand the issues.

“Our leaders are saying they are
going to sit down with the youth
and talk to us,” protester Mitchell
Mwamodo said. “But we don’t have
a leader. I am not trying to have a
conversation. We are not ready to

num
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back down.”

“They are just trying to find out
which hand to shake and which
hand to cut off;” said 37-year-old
Mary Ngigi. “But we don’t have any
leaders.”

‘See you on Thursday’:
Kenyans call for peaceful
protests

Kenyan protesters have called
on fellow citizens to take to the
streets again on Thursday in mem-
ory of “our fallen people,” accord-
ing to one prominent organiser.

“You cannot kill all of us,” wrote
the journalist and activist Hanifa
Adan on X, formerly Twitter, on
Wednesday morning. “Tomorrow
we march peacefully again.”

Meanwhile, a new hashtag was
trending across Kenyan social me-
dia: “#tupatanethursday,” a mix of
Swabhili and English meaning “see
you on Thursday.”

In her post, Adan said “all sover-
eign power belong to the people of
Kenya” and called on demonstra-
tors to wear white.

Kenyans woke up on Wednes-
day morning with the smell of tear
gas still lingering across the capi-
tal, Nairobi, after some of the most
violent protests seen in decades.

The front page of the Standard
newspaper spoke of “deaths” and
“mayhem,” while the Daily Nation
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described “pandemonium.” It said
“the foundations of the country
have been shaken to the core” but
called for dialogue, saying: “Let’s
reason together.”

The Nation documented pro-
tests in at least 35 of Kenya’s 47
counties, from big cities to rural
areas, including President Ru-
to’s hometown of Eldoret in his
ethnic Kalenjin heartland, dem-
onstrating the extent to which
protests have cut across Kenya’s
geographic, social and ethnic
landscape.

On Tuesday night, local broad-
caster Citizen TV hosted a dis-
cussion entitled “A nation on the
brink,” which featured panelists
calling on the government to en-
gage with protesters.

However, after some limited
back-pedaling on some proposed
tax increases last week, Ruto does
not appear inclined to offer further
concessions.

In a briefing late on Tuesday
night, he likened some demonstra-
tors to “criminals” and warned
that he would crack down on “vio-
lence and anarchy.”

On Wednesday morning, a po-
liceman guarding broken barri-
cades told the AFP news agency
that Tuesday’s events were “mad-
ness” and said, “We hope it will be
calm today.” — ow
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Suspected hypersonic
missile explodes midair

SEOUL: A suspected hypersonic
missile launched by North Korea
exploded midair on Wednesday,
South Korea’s military said.

The launch from near the capi-
tal, Pyongyang, ended in failure
as the missile blew up over the
eastern coastal waters near the
North Korean city of Wonsan,
South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of
Staff said in a statement.

The missile fragments scat-
tered up to 250 kilometres away.
No damages were reported.

The missile, likely solid-fueled,
emitted more smoke than usual,
suggesting engine issues, South
Korea said.

Japan’s Defence Ministry
also confirmed the launch of the
missile.

North Korea has been testing
hypersonic missiles since 2021,
seemingly aimed at targeting
South Korea’s missile defense
systems.

Wednesday’s test also came
ahead of the regional deployment
of a US aircraft carrier for a tri-
lateral military drill with South
Korea and Japan.

North Korea’s vice defense
minister, Kim Kang I, on Mon-
day called the US aircraft car-
rier’s deployment “reckless” and
“dangerous.”

Pyongyang has previously
condemned US-South Korean
drills and responded with mis-
sile tests.

Senior officials from South
Korea, the United States and Ja-
pan held a phone call to condemn
the recent launch, calling it a
violation of multiple UN Security
Council resolutions and a threat
to peace and stability.

“While we have assessed that
this event does not pose animme-
diate threat to US personnel, or
territory, or to our allies, we con-
tinue to monitor the situation,”
the US Indo-Pacific Command
said in a statement, denouncing
the launch.

The missile test comes amid
deepening military cooperation
between North Korea and Rus-
sia, highlighted by a recent sum-
mit between Kim Jong Un and
Vladimir Putin and signing of a
mutual defence pact.

Just hours ahead of the missile
launch, Pyongyang sent several
trash-filled balloons southward
for a second consecutive day,
forcing South Korea’s Incheon
International Airport to halt
flights.

Seoul’s military said the bal-
loons were carrying “mostly pa-
per waste” and posed no threat to
the public.

Pyongyang has sent hundreds
of balloons filled with trash as
retaliation against South Korean
activists floating propaganda bal-
loons criticising the North Ko-
rean leader.

—DW

Nearly 1.8 billion people at risk due to inactivity

GENEVA: Nearly 1.8 billion
adults are at risk of cancer, stroke,
dementia and diabetes due to
insufficient exercise, accord-
ing to a new report released on
Wednesday.

The World Health Organization
(WHO) said physical inactivity
has increased globally by five per-
centage points from 2010 to 2022,
yet around 31% of adults still don’t
meet exercise guidelines.

The study, published in The
Lancet Global Health journal,
pointed out that 34% of women
and 29% of men are inactive.

If current trends continue, 35%
of people will be inactive by 2030,
the report said.

“Physical inactivity is a silent
threat to global health, contrib-
uting significantly to the burden

of chronic diseases,” said Ruedi-
ger Krech, director of the WHO’s
health promotion department.

“Unfortunately the world is not
going in the right direction.”

Krech said the risk of non-
communicable diseases can be
reduced “by making physical ac-
tivity accessible, affordable, and
enjoyable.”

According to the WHO, “Physi-
cal activity refers to all movement
including during leisure time, for
transport to get to and from plac-
es, or as part of a person’s work or
domestic activities.”

The WHO recommends 150
minutes of moderate or 75 min-
utes of vigorous activity weekly.

‘While moderate everyday activ-
ity includes very brisk walking or
heavy cleaning such as washing

windows or mopping, vigorous
activities include hiking, jogging,
and shoveling.

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus,
the WHO director-general, em-
phasized that the new findings
underscore a missed opportunity
to reduce cancer, heart disease,
and enhance mental well-be-
ing through increased physical
activity.

“We must renew our com-
mitments to increasing levels of
physical activity and prioritize
bold action, including strength-
ened policies and increased
funding, to reverse this worrying
trend.”

High-income countries are
slightly reducing inactivity rates
but are still off track, the report
said. —ow
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How to see the 2024 nova explosion without a telescope

BERLIN: It’s not often that a dark
spot in space illuminates our plan-
et, but that is exactly what profes-
sional and amateur astronomers
expect to happen in September
when a once-in-a-lifetime nova
explosion 3,000 light-years from
Earth will light up our night sky.

What is a nova explosion?

A nova explosion is the dramatic
instance of a star exploding as it
interacts with another, nearby
star. It’s a one of many, repeated
moments during the long, slow,
death of two neighbouring stars in
the same system.

Astronomers are waiting for the
fiery explosion of T Coronae Borea-
lis, also dubbed the “Blaze Star” and
known to astronomers as “T CrB”.

The system contains two stars —
a white dwarf and a red giant. The
white dwarf is an incredibly dense
remnant of a once larger star. It’s
about the size of planet Earth but
with the same mass as our Sun.

Its neighbour, the red giant, is
in its final years of existence and
is slowly being stripped of hydro-
gen by the gravitational pull of the
denser white dwarf.

This star “cannibalism” causes

a tremendous buildup of pres-
sure and heat, which eventually
triggers a huge thermonuclear
explosion. The explosion doesn’t
completely destroy the stars, how-
ever, and so this event repeats over
time. It can carry on for hundreds
of thousands of years.

For T CrB, this nova event hap-
pens roughly every 80 years —it’'sa
like Halley’s Comet event every 76

years — so, astronomers call T CrB
a “recurrent” nova.

They believe T CrB’s prior erup-
tions were observed as long ago as
December 1787 and even October
1217 AD.

Is a nova the same as

a supernova?

No. A supernova is the final explo-
sionthatutterly destroys stars.Ina

nova event, the dwarf star remains
intact, which is why nova events
typically repeat themselves.

Different nova events have dif-
ferent cycles, ranging from a few
years to hundreds of thousands of
years.

What does a nova look like?
The explosion of a nova blasts
away star matter in a blinding

light, but it won’t look like a star
explosion you see in the movies —
thankfully, we’re too far away to
see this level of detail.

To the naked eye, the nova will
instead look like a new star has
appeared in the sky. People with
high-powered telescopes will be
able to see the nova’s brightly
coloured luminosity in some
detail.

Will we be able to see the nova
without a telescope?

Yes! When T CrB erupts, its lu-
minosity will increase dramati-
cally, making it visible to the naked
eye for several days.

The Northern Crown is a horse-
shoe-shaped curve of stars west of
the Hercules constellation, ideally
spotted on clear nights.

To find the Northern Crown,
locate the two brightest stars in
the Northern Hemisphere: Arc-
turus and Vega. Tracing a line be-
tween the two stars will lead you
to the Northern Crown, where T
CrBlies.

The European Space Agency
told DW that all telescopes were
already pointing towards T CrB,
waiting to capture the event, but
that there are no images as yet.

When will the nova

be visible?

All signs point to the nova explo-
sion happening in September
2024. However, novae can be un-
predictable, so astrophysicists say
it’s difficult to know exactly when
the T CrB novawill occur.

Have nova events been seen
during history?

1T CrB nova was last seen from
Earth in 1946. The first recorded
sighting of the T CrB nova was be-
lieved to be more than 800 years
ago in 1217, when an abbot in the
town of Ursberg, Germany, noted
“a faint star that for a time shone
with great light.”

The abbot wrote the light lasted
for “many days” and was thought
to be a “wonderful sign.” Other
celestial events like comets were
believed to be bad omens.

Astronomers have recorded su-
pernova events much further back
in history. The first sighting of a
supernova goes back almost 2000
years to 185 CE, when Chinese
astronomers saw a strange “guest
star” appear in the night sky for
eight months.

—DwW
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Death toll in
Tamil Nadu
hooch tragedy
rises to 63

KALLAKURICHI: The death
toll in the hooch tragedy in Tamil
Nadu’s Kallakurichi district rose
to 58, according to the District
Collectorate.

Currently, 88 people are under-
going treatment in total across
five hospitals in the state, out of
which 47 are admitted to the Gov-
ernment Kallakurichi Medical
College and Hospital and 63 have
been discharged in total from the
Government Kallakurichi Medi-
cal College, as per the hospital
authorities.

9 people have been admitted to
the Jawaharlal Institute of Post-
graduate Medical Education and
Research (JIPMER) Puducherry
and a total of six have been dis-
charged from the hospital. A total
of five people have passed away at
JIPMER.

29 people are undergoing treat-
ment at Salem Medical College,
while 22 have passed away, as re-
ported by hospital authorities.

Two people are currently admit-
ted to the Villupuram Medical Col-
lege and two have been discharged
from there.

One person has been admitted
to the Royapettah Greater Hospi-
tal in Chennai. Two people admit-
ted to Sri Sanjeevi Hospital have
been discharged.

The total number of people af-
fected by the consumption ofiillicit
liquor has now increased to 225.

Earlier in the day, the Na-
tional Commission for Sched-
uled Castes (NCSC) Chairman
Kishor Makwana, along with the
Deputy Chairman of the Tamil
Nadu Commission for Scheduled
Castes (TNCSC) Puneeth Pandian
and the Deputy Inspector Gen-
eral (DIG) of the National Aditya
Vidarbha Commission Sanmeet
Kaur, met the family members
of the people who died due to the
consumption of illicit liquor in the
Karunapuram area of the Kallaku-
richi district.

— ANI

Gazans face imminent risk
of starvation, says PRCS

The Palestine Red Crescent Society called for

the necessity of bringing humanitarian aid

into the northern areas of the Gaza Strip and

lifting the siege, noting that air humanitarian

aid did not meet the necessary needs to

reduce hunger rates

GAZA: The Palestine Red Cres-
cent Society (PRCS) said that
thousands of residents of the Gaza
Strip face the risk of starvation.

PRCS called for the necessity
of bringing humanitarian aid into
the northern areas of the Gaza
Strip and lifting the siege, noting
that air humanitarian aid did not
meet the necessary needs to re-
duce hunger rates.

It also called for opening the
crossings and bringing aid into all
areas of the Gaza Strip, stressing
that the occupation deliberately
and continuously targets relief
Crews.

An international report, pub-
lished yesterday, warned of the
continued high risk of famine
throughout the Gaza Strip, in light
of the continuing war and restric-
tions on humanitarian access,
noting that about 96% of Gaza’s
population face high levels of
acute food insecurity.

The “Integrated Food Secu-
rity Phase Classification” report
stated that the entire Gaza Strip
is classified as being in a state of
emergency, which is the fourth
stage of the classification that pre-
cedes famine, the fifth stage.

WHO representative calls
for the reopening of Gaza
crossings

Rick Pepperkorn, WHO repre-

sentative in the West Bank and
Gaza, said the Israeli closure of
the Rafah border crossing be-
tween Egypt and Gaza has pre-
vented the medical evacuation of
at least two thousand patients in
Gaza, calling for the reopening of
Rafah and other crossings.

Before the closure, “approxi-
mately 50 critical patients per day
were leaving Gaza. This means
that as of May 7, at least two thou-
sand people have been unable
to leave Gaza to receive medical
care,” he said.

The Rafah crossing has been
the main conduit for evacuations
as well as humanitarian aid arriv-
ing in the war that began on Oc-
tober 7. The crossing was closed
when Israel launched an opera-
tion in southern Gaza in May.

“Evacuation is necessary for
at least 10.000 people from Gaza,
Pepperkorn said, adding that the
figure is an underestimate com-
pared to the actual number of
people who need urgent medical
care for war injuries and chronic
illnesses.”

“We need more routes for emer-
gency medical evacuation,” the
WHO official said, adding that
they would like to see other routes
opened to take patients to East Je-
rusalem or the West Bank.

Meanwhile, many civilians
were killed and others were in-

Dutch PM Mark Rutte officially
appointed as NATO’s next boss

BRUSSELS: North Atlantic
Treaty Organisation (NATO)
allies on Wednesday selected
outgoing Dutch Prime Minister
Mark Rutte for the alliance’s top
job, as members and NATO itself
continue to face the repercus-
sions of Russia’s ongoing war in
Ukraine.

Rutte’s eventual appointment
to the secretary general position
was clear last week after his only
rival for the post, Romanian Pres-
ident Klaus Iohannis, stepped out
of the running.

The Dutch politician described
his appointment as a “tremen-
dous honour.”

“The Alliance is and will re-
main the cornerstone of our col-
lective security,” he said on social
media. “Leading this organisation
is a responsibility I do not take
lightly. I'm grateful to all the Allies
for placing their trust in me.”

Rutte is due to take over from
the current secretary general,
Norway’s Jens Stoltenberg, on
October 1. Stoltenberg, who
served at the top job for over a
decade, hailed Rutte as a “true
transatlanticist, strong leader and
consensus-builder.”

“I wish him every success as
we continue to strengthen NATO
for the challenges of today and
tomorrow. I know I am leaving
NATO in good hands,” he added.

NATO ambassadors sealed
Rutte’s appointments during the
Wednesday meeting at the head-
quarters in Brussels. The new
boss shall be formally welcomed
at a summit in Washington on
July 9-11.

A staunch backer of Ukraine,
the 57-year-old Rutte staked his
claim for the job last year after the
collapse of his Dutch ruling coali-
tion. He quickly gained the sup-
port of NATO heavyweights the
United States, Britain, France,

and Germany.
But Rutte’s road to NATO was
not entirely straightforward.

Hungary long objected to his
candidacy and only lifted its ob-
jection earlier this month after
Rutte agreed that the country has
no future obligations to send per-
sonnel or provide funds for a new

Ukraine support plan.

Tirkiye had also initially ob-
jected to Rutte’s nomination but
withdrew its objection in April.

Secretaries general are respon-
sible for chairing the alliance’s
meetings and guiding consulta-
tions among member allies, often
a delicate task. They should also
make sure decisions are put into
action.

New NATO chief Mark
Rutte faces balancing act
In July 2023, after 13 years in of-
fice as the Netherlands’ prime
minister, Mark Rutte announced
he would resign from office, say-
ing he was “retiring from politics.”
Rutte had been the longest-serv-
ing prime minster in the history
of the Netherlands, a country of
just over 17 million. So, why did
he step down?

Rutte’s liberal-conservative
People’s Party for Freedom and
Democracy (VVD) had deemed
his approach to asylum-seekers
too lenient, causing his fragile
four-party coalition government
to collapse. This was followed by
snap elections won by far-right
populist Geert Wilders. Rutte had
been unable to prevent this shift
toward the right, arguably mark-
ing the biggest defeat of his politi-
cal career.

Since then, he has remained
in office for nearly a year in a
caretaker role as Wilders’ com-
plicated government talks have
dragged on.

By October 2023, the 57-year-
old Rutte had seemingly forgot-
ten all about his vow to retire
from politics and instead sig-

naled his interest in succeeding
NATO Secretary-General Jens
Stoltenberg, whose term ends in
October. For months, Rutte ran
a discreet one-man campaign
in an effort to win over various
heads of state and government,
whom he already knew from
years of working with various
international bodies. The trained
historian is a staunch supporter
of Ukraine and was quickly able
to secure US backing for his cam-
paign, which was soon followed
by most other NATO member
states.

Winning over Hungary’s right-
wing nationalist Prime Minister
Viktor Orban, with whom he is
not on the best of terms, took a
bit longer. Rutte had to promise
Orban that Hungary would never
have to participate in NATO ac-
tivities supporting Ukraine out-
side of NATO territory as long as
Rutte led the alliance. Orban, who
keeps friendly ties with Russia,
also ruled out arms deliveries to
Ukraine.

Rutte’s liberal politics and Or-
ban’s illiberal outlook often put
them at loggerheads in their deal-
ings within the European Un-
ion. When Hungary adopted an
anti-LGBTQ+ law in 2021, Rutte
told Orban he was free to leave
the bloc if he disagreed with its
policies.

That said, Rutte is known for
his good humor and wit. As prime
minister, he would cycle from his
modest home to his office. Some-
times, one could witness his mu-
sical talent when he sat down to
play piano at The Hague Central
Station. —ow

jured today in Israeli occupation’s
bombardment of several areas in
the Gaza Strip.

Local sources reported that at
least three civilians were killed
and others were injured in an Is-
raeli air raid targeting a gathering
of civilians in the al-Jarn area in
the town of Jabalia, north of the
Gaza Strip.

Occupation warplanes

The occupation warplanes also
targeted the southern and eastern
areas of the al-Zeitoun neighbor-
hood, southeast of Gaza City.

Also, five civilians were Kkilled
and others injured following an
Israeli artillery shelling that tar-
geted a residential apartment in
the Nuseirat camp.

The Israeli occupation artillery
also fired shells at farmers west
of the new camp north of the Nu-
seirat camp in the central Gaza
Strip.

Dozens of civilians were in-
jured after the occupation tanks
bombed the homes of civilians in
the town of Khuza’a in Khan You-

nis in the southern Gaza Strip.

At least eight more civilians
were killed in Israeli artillery and
air attacks targeting multiple lo-
cations in the northern and cen-
tral Strip.

Report shows increase in
Palestine’s current account
deficit, reaching $836
million
A sharp decline in the compen-
sation of Palestinian workers in
Israel and net current transfers
has been noted during the first
quarter of 2024 compared to the
corresponding quarter of 2023,
led to the increase in the current
account deficit, reaching $836
million, according to a report by
the Palestinian Central Bureau of
Statistics (PCBS) and the Pales-
tine Monetary Authority (PMA)
PCBS and PMA announced the
preliminary results of the Pales-
tinian Balance of Payments (BoP)
for the first quarter of 2024 under
the joint issuance cycle. It should
be noted that the data excludes
those parts of Jerusalem which

were annexed by Israeli occupa-
tion in 1967.

Preliminary data for the bal-
ance of payments in the first
quarter of 2024 indicate a con-
tinued deficit in the current ac-
count (goods, services, income,
and current transfers), amounting
to $836 million with an increase
of 29% compared to the corre-
sponding quarter of 2023. which
reached $1,124 million, as well as
the deficit in Services Balance,
which amounted to $154 million.

The data indicates a decrease in
the net income account during the
first quarter of 2024, by 88% com-
pared to the corresponding quar-
ter of 2023, reaching $123 million.
Meanwhile, foreign investment
income amounted to $69 million,
primarily resulting from interest
earned on Palestinian deposits in
foreign banks.A decrease of 52%
was recorded in the net current
transfers from abroad to other
sectors (non-governmental) dur-
ing the first quarter of 2024 com-
pared to the corresponding quar-
ter of 2023. — wara
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Red-hot India seek revenge against
defending champions England

India have a 100%
record in completed
matches over the
last three weeks in
the ICC Men’s T20
World Cup and they
underlined their
status as tournament
favourites by beating
Australia to advance
into semi-finals

GUYANA: It will be a rematch of
the semifinal from the 2022 edi-
tion of the tournament as a red-
hot Team India will meet holders
England in the second semifinal of
the ongoing ICC T20 World Cup at
Guyana on Thursday. The match
begins at 6.30pm, Oman time.

The last time these two nations
faced off in a Men’s T20 World
Cup semi-final was just 19 months
ago in Adelaide, when a remark-
able opening partnership between
Jos Buttler and Alex Hales saw
England cruise to 10-wicket win
that forced a complete rethink
in India’s T20 strategy and move
away from more established
superstars to younger blood, from
conservatism to aggression.

This time around, though, India
has more batting firepower led by
experienced campaigners’ skip-
per Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli,
more attacking options through
the middle overs, and more
variation in their attack, but the
defending champions will take
some beating, especially with
skipper Jos Buttler and his new
opening partner Phil Salt both in
blistering form.

England are just two games
away from making history and
becoming the first men’s team to
retain a T20 World Cup.

On the other hand, India have
not won this tournament since

its inception back in 2007, and is
searching for its first World Cup
win in any format since 2011’s
50-over tournament. India’s last
ICC trophy was in 2013, when
they captured the ICC Champions
Trophy in England.

The Guyana National Stadium
is a 20,000-seater venue on the
outskirts of Georgetown, situated
just off the banks of the Demerara
River and a few kilometres from
the coast.

This is the sixth and final game

to be held at the venue during the
tournament, with the previous five
all coming in Group C during the
first-round stage.

Spinners have been quite
effective on the ground, but there’s
also been a bit on the surface for

the pacers, with the highest score
across the five games being Af-
ghanistan’s 183/5 against Uganda.

India have won every game
they have been able to compete
in, with the only dropped points
coming from the abandoned
fixture against Canada at a
rain-soaked Lauderhill in Florida.

Impressive wins over
Bangladesh, Afghanistan and
Australia secured their spot in the
knockout stages as the winners of
Group one in the Super Eight.

England, by contrast, have
got here the hard way. A rained-
off match against Scotland was
followed by a loss to arch-rivals
Australia right at the start of their
campaign, leaving them need-
ing huge wins and favours from
elsewhere to reach the Super
Eights. But they managed just that,
qualifying ahead of Scotland on
net run rate, interestingly, thanks
to their rivals, Australia.

And in the Super Eight, a
narrow seven-runloss to South Af-
rica meant England was sweating
somewhat, despite already having
comfortably beaten West Indies

by eight wickets. That win, and
the nature of it, proved important,
giving them a significant Net Run
Rate advantage that they boosted
further with a ten-wicket ham-
mering of the USA to effectively
qualify with a game to spare.

South Africa’s victory over West
Indies helped them secure the sec-
ond spotin the group, sending them
to this semi-final rather than being
the top seed in the semi-final one.

India named a settled side
throughout their Super Eight
campaign, having added Kuldeep
Yadav in place of Mohammed Siraj
from the team who dominated the
Group Stage.

It is quite likely they will
continue with that exact bal-
ance, given it offers six frontline
bowling options, with three pacers
and three spinners.

The only possible change, given
the expected nature of the Guyana
surface, is that Yuzvendra Cha-
hal could be added for another
spinning threat.

England moved away from the
batting-heavy balance that they
started the tournament with,
leaving out Will Jacks and play-
ing four front-line pace bowl-
ers, with Sam Curran and Chris
Jordan slotting in at seven and
eight to avoid an excessively
lengthy tail, and Mark Wood
missing out. There could be the
option of bringing Jacks back as
a part-time spin option, or even
handing a debut to Tom Hartley
who is in the squad as an addition-
al main spinner.

But England does have
spin-bowling all-rounders Moeen
Ali and Liam Livingstone in their
top six, both of whom have bowled
well when called upon, so may opt
to stick with the formula that got
them through the Super Eight.
India squad: Rohit Sharma (c),
Hardik Pandya, Yashasvi Jaiswal,
Virat Kohli, Suryakumar Yadav,
Rishabh Pant, Sanju Samson, Shi-
vam Dube, Ravindra Jadeja, Axar
Patel, Kuldeep Yadav, Yuzvendra
Chahal, Arshdeep Singh, Jasprit
Bumrah, Mohammed Siraj.
England squad: Jos Buttler (c),
Moeen Ali, Jofra Archer, Jonathan
Bairstow, Harry Brook, Sam Cur-
ran, Ben Duckett, Tom Hartley,
Will Jacks, Chris Jordan, Liam
Livingstone, Adil Rashid, Phil Salt,
Reece Topley, Mark Wood. - ant

The all-new Prado is reimagined to ignite passion and dynamism. It is the gateway to a
whole new level of engagement and possibilities. Experience the legacy of the Prado with a
retro twist. \fisit any Toyota showroom and discover the all-new 2024 Prado.

Push the Limits. Explore New Frontiers.
Distinctive. Bold. Capable.

TOYOTA

@

TOYOTA

« Multi-Terrain Select with Auto Function - Stabilizer Disconnect Mechanism for ON/OFF Road - 12.3" Navigation with Android Auto & Car Play » Premium Leather Upholstery with Ventilation - Advanced Crawl Control System for OFF Road

L

ard B D

Saud Bahwan Automotive LLC
150 90011015 CEATIFIED CR WO 703412

Minboka 24260
25524783, Sohar

Wiayah Tel - 24578050060 * Branches Tol.: Barks PEBET504.05, B.B.Al 25555602, Balmya DEE00000, Burnams 25660124, Iea 2557 1457/25570102, vt 25687 100
01, Werwn 25313015 / 26313008, Rustng 20ATE199, Ssinlsh 238173008 7 Z32 7318, Seob Al WMasvaish 2455001 324560000, Snow 28534300
26858500, Sur 2554137501

-0

(&) @




SECTION

OMAN CRUDE PRICE FALLS

The price of Oman oil has decreased,
with prices for delivery by August 2024
reaching $84.60, said Dubai Mercantile
Exchange (DME). The DME statement
said that the price of Oman oil fell by 56
cents from the price of Tuesday, which
was $85.16. - ona

WWW.TIMESOFOMAN.COM
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e MSX INDEX ENDS HIGHER

The MSX index closed at 4,673.53 points,
up by 1.64% from previous close. The
Sharia Index ended up by 1.34% at 456.78
points. Raysut Cement, up 12.88%, was
the top gainer while Barka Water &
Power Company, down 3.46%, was the
top loser.

Oman signed five mining pacts

to extract

Six agreements were
also signed in 2023
to produce green
hydrogen in the
Dugm, Dhofar, and
Al-Jazar regions by
Ministry of Energy
and Minerals

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman’s Ministry of
Energy and Minerals signed five
agreements in 2023 relating to the
mining sector specialising in ex-
ploration of potash and nickel ores
in various locations.

“The total amount of mineral
raw materials sold was approxi-
mately 64.5 million tonnes, as
the amount of sales of limestone,
gypsum and plastic material in-
creased by 3 million tonnes,” the
ministry said in its annual report.

The total production of mineral
raw materials during the year 2023

was about 70.4 million tonnes, a
decrease of 7 percent compared to
the year 2022. The amount of pro-
duction of building materials de-
creased by about 9 million tonnes,
constituting 60 percent of the total
production.

The report said that these de-
creases were due to the delay of
mining companies in submitting
their monthly production reports.

The total number of mining li-
cences issued in 2023 reached 8,
while the exploration licences is-
sued amounted to 12.

Renewable energy

The number of main regions for
renewable energy reached seven
regions, namely: Dhofar, Dugm,
Al-Jazar, Manah, Ibri, Sur and Mu-
sandam, and 6 agreements were

signed to produce green hydrogen
in the Dugm, Dhofar, and Al-Jazar
regions.

The total production of electri-
cal energy in 2023 reached about
44 4 terawatt-hours, an increase
of 6.4 percent compared to the pre-
vious year, which was estimated
at 41.7 terawatt-hours. Nearly 2
terawatt-hours of electrical energy
were produced through renewable

Trend Micro partners with NVIDIA to
secure Al-enabled private data centres

MUSCAT: Trend Micro Incorpo-
rated, a global leader in cybersecu-
rity solutions, announced its part-
nership with NVIDIA to secure
Al-enabled private data centres in
the region and globally.

This collaboration integrates
NVIDIA NIM and NVIDIA Mor-
pheus with Trend Vision One
- Sovereign and Private Cloud
(SPC) solutions, enhancing secu-
rity for businesses adopting gen-
erative Al

By utilising NVIDIA NIM’s op-
timised AI inferencing micros-
ervices to locally serve Trend’s
Cyber Security Large Language
Model (LLM), Trend Vision One
- SPC amplifies the strength of se-
curity solutions by improving data
privacy, real-time analysis, and
rapid threat mitigation. This in-
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tegration addresses the complexi-
ties of next-generation Al-driven
data centres and delivers highly
efficient threat detection and re-
sponse capabilities.

“This partnership is critical as
the AI sector in our region is set
to grow annually by 20% to 34%,

reflecting a vibrant and rapidly
expanding ecosystem,” said Dr
Moataz Bin Ali, Regional Vice
President and Managing Direc-
tor, MMEA, Trend Micro. “In this
transformative era, our mission
is to enable businesses to unlock
the full potential of AI while main-
taining top-tier security and data
protection. Our latest initiative is
dedicated to protecting these vi-
tal Al-driven infrastructures with
state-of-the-art security solutions.”

“Leading companies recog-
nise the importance of deploying
generative Al in diverse environ-
ments, including sovereign private
clouds, and are developing strate-
gies for integrating security into
their AI applications,” said Pat
Lee, VP of Strategic Enterprise
Partnerships at NVIDIA. “Trend

Micro’s NVIDIA NIM integration
highlights how companies can
use generative Al to enhance the
security of their customers’ envi-
ronments across a broad range of
enterprise infrastructure.”

As AI revolutionises indus-
tries, Trend Micro’s collaboration
with NVIDIA sets a new bench-
mark in securing Al-enabled
environments.

This partnership underscores
Trend Micro’s commitment to
providing robust, innovative cy-
bersecurity solutions that meet
the growing demands of govern-
ment and private sector organi-
zations wanting to leverage the
power of Al in their on-prem data
centres to supercharge productiv-
ity and create innovative AI-pow-
ered user experiences.

Asian shares wobble as investors
wary before US inflation data

SINGAPORE: Asian stocks stut-
tered in choppy trade on Wednes-
day as markets braced for a key US
inflation reading, Reuters reported.
Meanwhile, the yen lurked just shy
of 160 per dollar level, keeping trad-
ers on alert for another round of in-
tervention by Japanese authorities.

Risk sentiment was also capped
as hawkish comments from Feder-
al Reserve officials kept near-term
US rate cut expectations in check
in a boost to the dollar. A jump in
Australian consumer inflation to
a six-month high in May lifted the
Australian dollar to its highest in
two weeks.

Asia-Pacific, European
markets
MSCT’s broadest index of Asia-Pa-
cific shares outside Japan strug-
gled for direction and was flat at
566.53, not far from the two-year
high of 573.38 it hit last week.

Japan’s Nikkei and Taiwan
stocks rose, led by chipmakers,
tracking the rally in tech heavy
Nasdaq on Tuesday, with Nvidia
surging over 6 percent, snapping
out of a three-session tailspin that
had erased about US$430 billion
from its market value.

European stocks also looked
poised for a strong start, with Eu-
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rostoxx 50 futures up 0.4 percent
and German DAX futures 0.3 per-
cent higher. FTSE futures were 0.2
percent higher.

US policy, PCE
On the US monetary policy front,
Fed officials urged patience on in-
terest rate cuts, with governor Lisa
Cook saying the central bank is on
track for arate cutifthe economy’s
performance meets her expecta-
tions. But Cook declined to say
when the Fed will be able to act.
US Federal Reserve Governor

Michelle Bowman reiterated her
view that holding the policy rate
steady “for some time” will prob-
ably be enough to bring inflation
under control.

The comments along with data
showing a stable housing market
kept expectations in check over
when and by how much the Fed
will cut rates. Traders are eagerly
awaiting Friday’s release of the US
personal consumption expendi-
tures (PCE) price index - the Fed’s
preferred measure of inflation,
with economists polled by Reuters

expecting the annual growth to
ease to 2.6 percent in May.

Forex

In the currency market, the Aus-
sie rose more than 0.5 percent to
US$0.6685 after hotter-than-ex-
pected inflation data, leading mar-
kets to narrow the odds on another
rate hike as early as in August.

The dollar index, which meas-
ures the US unit against six peers,
was steady at 105.66, while the
euro was at US$1.071075.

The yen was fetching 159.76 per
dollar and has been trading in tight
ranges as it stalks the crucial 160
level that some traders say might
bring about another round of inter-
vention. The yen touched a 34-year
low 0f'160.245 per dollar on April 29,
prompting Tokyo to spend roughly
9.8 trillion yen in late April and early
May to support the currency.

The latest slide in the yen has
come in the wake of the Bank of Ja-
pan’s (BOJ) decision this month to
hold off on reducing bond-buying
stimulus until its July meeting.

The BOJ though is dropping
signals that its quantitative tight-
ening plan in July could be bigger
than markets think, and may even
be accompanied by an interest rate
hike. -wam

energy sources, representing an
increase of 5 percent over the pre-
vious year.

Companies in Oman’s oil and
gas sectors drilled, tested and eval-
uated 63 exploratory and appraisal
wells for oil and 15 for gas during
2023, according to the annual re-
port of the Ministry of Energy and
Minerals.

This includes some wells that
were previously drilled and under-
went testing and evaluation this
year.

The report also indicated that
the results of petro-physical anal-
ysis and well productivity tests
resulted in positive indicators in
anumber of them, and some wells
were linked to the production
line and handed over to the post-
exploration stage of development,
which resulted in the addition of
new oil and gas reserves.

The total reserves of crude oil
and oil condensates expected by
the end of 2023 amounted to about
4,971 million barrels, an increase
of one percent compared to 2022.
While the total expected natural
gas reserves of the Sultanate of
Oman by the end of 2023 amount-
ed to about 23 trillion cubic feet,
lower by 5 percent expected in
2022.

The number of companies oper-
ating concession areas in the field
of oil and gas exploration and pro-

potash and nickel ore

duction by the end of 2023 in 36
concession areas reached 18.

Total oil exports of crude oil and
oil condensates during the year
amounted to about 310 million
barrels. China ranked first among
the countries importing Omani oil,
amounting to 92 percent.

The average daily production of
crude oil and oil condensates in
the Sultanate of Oman during the
year 2023 was 1.05 million barrels,
compared to 1.06 million barrels
perdayin 2022, aslight decrease of
1.5 percent from the previous year.
‘While total oil exports of crude oil
and oil condensates during 2023
reached about 310 million barrels.

The Sultanate of Oman’s aver-
age production of natural gas dur-
ing the year 2023 was about 142.5
million cubic metres per day, with
a rate of 30.1 million cubic metres
per day of associated gas produc-
tion and 112.4 million cubic me-
tres per day of non-associated gas
production. Natural gas produc-
tion increased by 4 percent com-
pared to 2022.

The average price of Omani
crude oil decreased by 14 percent
during the year 2023, reaching
about $82.3 per barrel. The price
of a barrel of Omani oil ranged be-
tween aminimum of $74.8 per bar-
rel in August 2023 and a maximum
of $92.8 per barrel in November of
the same year. - with input from onaA

OpenAl postpones launch
of advanced voice mode

WASHINGTON: OpenAl announced the postponement of
the launch of its previously announced Voice Mode, which
was to be made available within a few weeks to ChatGPT pre-
mium account holders. OpenAlI said it was planning to start
rolling out the audio mode for a small group of ChatGPT Plus
users in late June, but was forced to postpone the launch until
next July 2024 due to ongoing technical issues. It was work-
ing to improve the model’s ability to detect and reject specific
content, improve user experience and prepare expansion in-
frastructure to serve millions of users while maintaining real-
time responses. The company explained that it will test voice
mode with a small group of users initially to gather feedback,
and then expand based on users’ feedback. Advanced audio
placement in ChatGPT can understand and respond to non-
verbal emotions and signals based on them, to provide natural
real-time conversations with AI, according to the company. -ona

Apple launches iPhone
mirroring for developers

WASHINGTON: Apple has launched an iPhone Mirror-
ing feature, for developers testing iOS 18 beta versions in iP-
hone and macOS Sequoia in Mac. This feature allows users to
stream the iPhone screen directly to Mac, providing an inte-
grated experience that allows iPhone apps to be managed and
operated in Mac devices, as well as seamlessly transferring
files between phones and computers. Apple announced the
iPhone Mirroring feature for the first time during the recent
Developers Conference, which contributes to enhancing the
interaction between Mac and iPhone apps, as explained by
Apple during the presentation at the conference. The feature
provides users with the ability to run their iPhone apps di-
rectly on their Mac without the need to unlock the phone, and
iPhone desktop notifications on Mac computers, as well as the
ability to respond to alerts from various apps. Users can easily
share an iPhone screen with others through Mac computers
for video calls or presentations. In terms of security, the ac-
tual iPhone remains locked when you use the iPhone reflec-
tion feature on your Mac, preventing anyone from accessing
the phone without their owner’s permission, even if left else-
where. General beta versions of users wishing to try out new
features are due to be launched shortly, while final versions
of these systems will be released in the autumn of this year

(2024) to all users. -ona
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MSX index MUSCAT
ends higher

Raysut Cement, up 12.88%, was the top gainer

while Barka Water & Power Company, down

3.46%, was the top loser

MUSCAT: The MSX index closed
at 4,673.53 points, up by 1.64%
from previous close. The Sharia
Index ended up by 1.34% at 456.78
points. Raysut Cement, up 12.88%,
was the top gainer while Barka
Water & Power Company, down
3.46%, was the top loser. Shares
of Sohar International Bank were
the most active in terms of num-
ber of shares traded while Oman
Telecom were the most active in
terms of turnover.

A total number of 764 trades
were executed during the day’s
trading session, generating turn-
over of RO 1.57 million, with more
than 7.82 million shares changing
hands. Out of 46 traded securi-
ties, 31 advanced, 8 declined, and
7 remained unchanged. At the
session close, GCC & Arab inves-
tors were net buyers for RO 58K
while foreign investors were net
sellers for RO 32K, followed by
domestic investors for RO 26K
worth of shares.

Financial Index closed at
7,693.58 points, up 1.68%. Prices
of Bank Dhofar, Oman United

Insurance, Takaful Oman, Al
Madina Investments, Ahli Bank
were up by 7.84%, 4.35%, 4.35%,
3.70%, 3.33% respectively. Prices
of Ominvest, Al Anwar Invest-
ment were down by 1.39%, 1.14%
respectively.

Industrial Index closed at
5,949.44 points, up 0.35%. Prices
of Raysut Cement, Oman Ca-
bles Industry, Galfar Engineer-
ing, National Detergent, Gulf
Mushroom Products were up
by 12.88%, 2.86%, 1.22%, 0.68%,
045% respectively. Prices of
Voltamp Energy, A’Saffa Foods,
Al Maha Ceramics were down by
1.27%, 0.99%, 0.55% respectively.

Services Index was up by 1.16%
before closing at 1,775.98 points.
Prices of Dhofar Generating,
Shell Oman Marketing, Al Su-
wadi Power, SMN Power Hold-
ing, Sembcorp Salalah were up
by 6.06%, 3.17%, 2.82%, 2.24%,
2.08% respectively. Prices of
Barka Water & Power Compa-
ny, Oman Telecom were down
by 3.46%, 0.70% respectively

— United Securities

o 0CK
EXCHANGE

INDICES

Index High Low Value Prev.Value Diff Diff %
MSX 30 INDEX 4,673.53 4,597.07 4,673.53 4,598.32 75.20 1.64
FINANCIAL INDEX 7,693.58 7,550.85 7,693.58 7,566.27 127.31 1.68
Industry Index 5,951.30 5,900.59 5,949.44 5,928.63 20.80 0.35
Services Index 1,775.98 1,755.28 1,775.98 1,755.65 20.34 116
MSX Shariah Index 456.87 450.44 456.78 450.74 6.04 1.34
MSX TRINDEX 6,489.55 6,383.39 6,489.55 6,385.13 104.43 1.64
FINANCIAL TR IDX 8,721.36 8,559.56 8,721.36 8,577.03 144.32 1.68
INDUSTRIAL TR IDX 6,866.38 6,807.88 6,864.23 6,840.24 24.00 0.35
SERVICES TR IDX 2,059.61 2,035.60 2,059.61 2,036.02 23.59 116
FIXED INCOME INDEX 1,069.10 1,069.10 1,069.10 1,069.10 0.00 0.00
Trading Summary

Volume................. Turnover .......... Trades ....ccceeeeee Market Cap Up. Down Equal......... Sec. Traded
7,820,278......coovvvienne 1,569,910.......ccocuunuun 764............. 24,234,611,326 31 8 7 46

SHARE PRICE BULLETIN FOR WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26

ISIN. SECURITY NAME.

REGULAR MARKET

TURNOVER........ TRADES..........OPEN PRICE........ HIGH ............. My CLOSEPR......... PREV. CLOSE.........IFF (RD) ........... DIFF% e LASTPR........... LAST BID....... LAST OFFER........... PARVALLE.d.......MARKET CAP

OM0000001087.. OMAN UNITED INSURANCE

OM0000002275 SHELL OMAN MARKETING

OM0000003125..

OM0000004933 AL SUWADI POWER

GLOBAL FINANCIAL INVESTMENT HO. ........

OMO0000004735 SEMBCORP SALALAH

< 77,425,000

14,000,000

wnn 52,151,663

< 93,548,051

OM0000003398 SOHAR INTERNATIONAL BANK.

OM0000004925 ALBATINAH POWER

OMO0000003968 OOREDOO

OM0000004768 MADINA TAKAFUL

.. 747,351,000

47,242,120

190,075,715

OMO0000002796 BANK MUSCAT

776,505.

OM0000008934 ABRAJENERGY SERVICES

250,211

13,825,000

-1,876,599,266

-..R27,979,200

OM0000003224 RENAISSANCE SERVICES

44,00;

OMO0000002176.. JAZEERA STEEL PRODUCT

15,000.

OMO0000001681... OMAN EMIRATES HO.

106,000.

OM0000001749.. OMAN CEMENT

.. 85,107,600
38471837
871,875

16,100.

OMO0000002168.. ALANWAR CERAMIC

13,000.

OM0000009072 0QGAS NETWORKS

-..125,731,630
40,700,000

0OMO0000003026 OMAN TELECOM.

48,227.

OM0000002804 ASAFFAFOODS,

OMO0000001533.. OMINVEST

Total 0

Parallel Market

0OM0000002549 BANK DHOFAR

....610,617,973

-...748,500,000
+...-48,000,000
..... 237,269,726

OMO0000007407 DHOFAR GENERATING

0OMO0000008447 OMAN REIT FUND

OMO0000004776 TAKAFUL OMAN

OM0000001962..

OM0000002200 AHLI BANK

AL MADINA INVESTMENT HOLDING

OM0000004420 BANK NIZWA

OM0000001707..
0OMO0000004248

OMAN CABLES INDUSTRY
SMN POWER HOLDING

..494,397,987
.15,556,800
...... 36,812,729

12,000,000
4,760,000

,196,907

..234,880,068

25 6.000

OM0000005963 PHOENIX POWER

OM0000008868 THE PEARL REIF

OM0000003521..
OM0000003000

OM0000001160.. NATIONAL GAS

GALFAR ENGINEERING & CONTRACTING...
AIMAHA PETROLEUM PRODUCTS MARKETING

...... 63,883,392
...... 86,293,486
..... 60,972,426

...... 33,695,750

74,934,000

OM0000005260 OMAN ARAB BANK

152,520.

OM0000003265 NATIONAL DETERGENT.

500.

OMO0000002267 GULF MUSHROOM PRODUCTS

10,096.

OM0000001368..

OMO0000002226 ALJAZEERA SERVICES

CONSTRUCTION MATERIAL INDUSTRIES.

432,514.

7.875.

0OMO0000002572 OMAN OIL MARKETING

435,000
..242,064,450
..... 14,900,000
...... 10,160,007
250,000

0.100......14,383,004

1,500

OM0000005005 ALMAHA CERAMICS

1,000

OMO0000001772.. ALANWAR INVESTMENT

OM0000003661.. VOLTAMP ENERGY.

502,197.
2,074.

OMO0000003141.. BARKA WATER AND POWER

2,499

Total 24

005,766..

Sensex-Nifty hit all-time high as trading session

MUMBALI: Indian benchmark in-
dices reached fresh record highs
on Wednesday, driven by gains in
banking and media stocks. Sensex
closed at 78,572.43, up 518.91
points and Nifty 120.60 points
high closing at 23,868.80 after the
close of the market on June 26.
The BSE Sensex soared to an
all-time high of 78,759.40, closing

0.100.....49,020,000
0.100........9,955,000

0.100......17,922,000

0.100......25,234,853
0.100.....44,640,000

at 78,674.25 with an increase of
620.72 points or 0.80 per cent.

Concurrently, the NSE Nifty 50
climbed 147.50 points or 0.62 per
cent to settle at 23,868.80, having
hit a record high of 23,889.90 dur-
ing the session.

Leading the gains on the NSE
Nifty 50 were Reliance Industries,
Bharti Airtel, UltraTech Cement,
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ICICI Bank, and Grasim. Con-
versely, Apollo Hospitals, Mahin-
dra & Mahindra, Bajaj Auto, Tata
Steel, and Hindalco Industries
emerged as the top laggards.

Reliance Industries set a new
record high, while Bharti Airtel
surged over 3 per cent, marking
significant large-cap gains on the
major indices.

closes in green

The broader markets displayed
mixed performance with the Nifty
SmallCap rising by 0.11 per cent
and the MidCap slightly declining
by 0.05 per cent. Sector-wise, the
Nifty Media rose by 1.7 per cent,
Nifty Bank by 0.5 per cent, and
Nifty FMCG by 0.4 per cent. The
Metal sector remained the top los-
er, dropping over 1.39 per cent. -ant

0AB hosts dialogue session
to enhance leadership and
strateqgic planning skills

MUSCAT: As part of its efforts
to empower national leaders and
develop the skills of its employees,
Oman Arab Bank (OAB) hosted
Magbool bin Ali Sultan, the former
Minister of Commerce and Indus-
try, in a dialogue session on strate-
gic planning and its role in effective
leadership and decision-making.
The session witnessed great
interaction and inspirational
discussions by the attendees, led
by senior management of OAB.
Members of ‘Ruwad Al Arabi’ and
‘RuwadAlizz’ programmes were
also in attendance, adding to the
conversation that focused on
modern leadership methodolo-
gies and their impact on leader-
ship within the banking industry.
Magbool bin Ali Sultan’s
speech highlighted modern lead-
ership trends, emphasising the
importance of innovation, contin-
uous improvement, and develop-
ing leadership skills to keep pace
with the evolving banking sector.

He also emphasised the role of

technology in boosting productiv-
ity and business performance.

Sulaiman Al Harthi, CEO of

Oman Arab Bank, stated, “Oman
Arab Bank was honoured to host
Magbool bin Ali Sultan in this
dialogue session, where he shared
his unique and diverse leadership
experiences throughout his long
career. This session is part of our
ongoing dialogue series, featuring

some of the most prominent Om-

ani leaders within the National
Leadership Development Pro-
gramme ‘Ruwad Al Arabi’. We are
proud of being one of the leading
programmes in the Sultanate of
Oman, significantly contributing
to the support of national talents,
the preparation of future leaders,
and the development of human
resources.” He added: “The new
generations of banking leaders
have great ambitions and broad
potential to contribute to Oman’s
continuous development in the
financial sector and its increas-
ing role in sustainable develop-
ment. OAB relies on its long-term
growth strategy to support these
ambitions through cadres’ con-
tinuous development, providing
them with the opportunities to
expand their role in driving the
national economic diversification
efforts and sustainable growth.”
OAB hosted dialogue sessions
with an impressive roster of lead-

ers in the Sultanate of Oman, in-
cluding Dr Ahmed Al Saidi, the
former Minister of Health, who
reiterated the importance of flex-
ible and adaptable leadership in
overcoming challenges.

The dialogue sessions are a key
component in an integrated se-
ries of theoretical and practical
educational programs and events
within national leadership and tal-
ent development initiatives. They
provide a platform for future lead-
ers to gain valuable insights, ex-
change practical experiences and
learn about modern leadership
methodologies and trends, both
in general and specifically within
the banking sector. Addition-
ally, these sessions offer partici-
pants the opportunity to engage
with prominent Omani leaders,
benefiting from their extensive
experience and understanding
of management principles and
decision-making processes.
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t sounds like the stuff of horror
movies, but Japan is seeing record
levels of ahighly fatal “flesh-eating”
bacterial infection.

Official figures show there have
been over 1,000 cases of streptococcal
toxic shock syndrome (STSS) since Jan-
uary in the country, surpassing the total
number recorded last year.

STSS is a rare but serious disease
typically caused by infection with the
bacteria Streptococcus pyogenes. It
initially causes fever and throat infec-
tions but can develop very quickly into
a life-threatening emergency, causing
“toxic shock” and organ failure within
days of infection.

“Even with treatment, STSS can be
deadly. Out of 10 people with STSS, as
many as three people will die from the
infection,” say the US Centres for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention (CDC)

on their website.

Why are STSS cases rising

in Japan?

The reason for the sudden rise in STSS
cases in Japan remains unclear to health
professionals.

“Experts don’t know how the bacteria
got into the body for nearly half of people
who get STSS,” according to the CDC.

In March, Japan’s National Institute
of Infectious Diseases (NIID) also said,
“There are still many unknown factors
regarding the mechanisms behind ful-
minant (severe and sudden) forms of
streptococcus, and we are not at the
stage where we can explain them.”

STSS occurs around the world at low
levels, but the recent rise in cases in Ja-
pan has caused concern among health
experts concerned that bacterial infec-
tions could spread to other countries.

&
4

Currently, there is no indication that
STSS is spreading beyond normal levels
elsewhere in the world. In the US, for ex-
ample, the CDC has counted 395 report-
ed cases so far this year, which is similar
to the 390 reported at this time last year.

Why is STSS so deadly?
Many people carry Streptococcus pyo-
genes on their skin without ever getting
sick, but the bacteria can cause serious
STSS if they get into the bloodstream
or deep tissue. STSS develops when
the bacteria spread into deep tissues
and the bloodstream and begin to pro-
duce exotoxins. Exotoxins are toxic
compounds that destroy cells and tis-
sues in our bodies — hence the term
“flesh eating bacteria.”

If the bacterial infection gets out of
control, it can lead to organ failure and
turn fatal. STSS is particularly deadly be-
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Deadly
flesh-eating

bacteria infections
e L ontheriseinJapan

Streptococcal toxic shock syndrome (STSS) can kill

within just 48 hours of infection. Here’s what you need

to know about the rare but deadly bacterial illness.

cause of the rapidity of organ failure after
infection. After the onset of initial symp-
toms like fever, aches, and nausea, it only
takes about 24 to 48 hours for low blood
pressure to develop.

Once this happens, STSS quickly turns
much more serious. Heart rate and blood
pressure change, and organs like the kid-
neys or liver begin to fail.

STSS is normally treated in a hos-
pital with antibiotics like ampicillin.
However, some strains of Streptococ-
cus pyogenes have shown antimicro-
bial resistance (AMR) to a range of an-
tibiotic agents.

To prevent the bacteria from spreading
further around the body, infected tissues
can also be surgically removed.

Is STSS infectious?
However, the CDC warns that less se-
vere bacterial infections, like a Group A

strep infection, can also turn into STSS.
Group A strep bacteria are much more
contagious, spreading via talking, cough-
ing, or sneezing or via direct contact with
infected skin sores.

STSS is most common in older adults
over 65 years old, as well as in people with
health factors like diabetes or alcohol use
disorders.

Open wounds also increase the risk
of developing STSS. Therefore, it is
recommended that people with recent
surgeries or those who have viral infec-
tions that cause open sores (eg, chick-
enpox or shingles) cover wounds to
reduce the risk of being infected with
Streptococcus pyogenes.

The CDC also recommends people
avoid contact with others who have
Group A strep infections, and receive
treatment for them as soon as possible.

-DwW
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Martinez scores as Argentina book spot in Copa America quarters

NEW JERSEY: Argentina
became the first nation to book
their spot in the quarter-finals of
the 2024 Copa America as Lautaro
Martinez’s late strike delivered 1-0
victory against Chile on Saturday.

The defending champions were
dominant throughout at MetLife
Stadium in New Jersey, with 22
shots.

Manchester City striker Julian
Alvarez and Fiorentina midfielder
Nicolas Gonzalez were the first
to test Chile goalkeeper Claudio
Bravo, setting the tone early on.

Argentina’s best opportunity of
the first half fell to talisman Lionel
Messi but the Inter Miami star
was denied by the post.

The pattern of play remained

the same after the break with
Liverpool’s Alexis Mac Allister
spurning a golden opportunity.

It took until the 72nd minute for
Chile to register their first attempt
at goal, Rodrigo Echeverria forcing
a save out of goalkeeper Emiliano
Martinez.

That chance seemed to spark
Chile into life. Echeverria and
Marcelino Nunez both tested
Aston Villa number one Martinez
as Chile looked to end a winless
run of 30 games against Argentina
at the Copa America.

With the game heading to-
wards a frustrating draw, Inter
Milan striker Martinez broke the
deadlock in the 88th minute.

Martinez, who also scored

after coming on as a substitute in
Friday’s 2-0 win against Canada,
reacted quickest to a loose ball in
a crowded penalty area after Chile

failed to deal with Messi’s corner.
“These matches are always like

this, we have to continue in the same

way, treating the matches in this

way, as they are all going to be com-
plicated,” Martinez told TyC Sports.

“Everything was tight, they set
up lines of five at times but we
are happy we ended up taking the
three points, which is what we
wanted.”

Argentina are top of Group A
and are guaranteed a top-two fin-
ish with a match to spare. They
play their final group game against
Peru on Sunday.

Canada claim maiden
Copa America win
Earlier in Group A, Canada picked
up their first Copa America win
with a 1-0 victory over Peru.

Lille striker Jonathan David
scored the crucial goal - the first

since manager Jesse Marsch was
appointed in May - in sweltering
conditions at Children’s Mercy
Park in Kansas City.

Temperatures reached 38C and
assistant referee Humberto Panjoj
had to be replaced after collapsing
late in the first half.

Elsewhere, Mexico captain Ed-
son Alvarez has confirmed he will
miss the rest of the Copa America
after suffering a hamstring injury
during Sunday’s 1-0 win against
Jamaica.

The West Ham midfielder left
the field 30 minutes into Mexico’s
Group B opener. West Ham begin
their 2024-25 Premier League
campaign at home against Aston
Villaon 17 August. - Agencies

Austria upset Netherlands

France finish second
in group after being
held to a 1-1 draw by
Poland in Euros

BERLIN: Austria produced a
hugely impressive performance
that will make others take notice at
Euro 2024 as they beat the Nether-
lands 3-2 to progress to the last 16
as Group D winners on Tuesday.

Despite being handed a tough
draw with the Dutch and France,
Ralf Rangnick’s side won two of
their three games to finish top of
the standings.

The Netherlands had already
guaranteed their progression to
the last 16 but they will now go
through as one of the best third-
placed sides, with France second.

This was a fully deserved win for
Austria as they played with spirit
and desire throughout, and showed
great determination to respond to a
fast start to the second-half by the

Netherlands as Marcel Sabitzer’s
strike secured the victory.

The Austrians had been gifted
a sixth-minute lead when Donyell
Malen turned home Alexander
Prass’s dangerous cross.

And, although Malen had a
chance at redemption but scuffed
his shot, Austria took control as
the Netherlands struggled to get a
touch of the ball at times.

Rangnick’s side had chances to
add to their lead through Sabitzer
and Marko Arnautovic, but the
Netherlands were level just 75 sec-
onds into the second half.

The Dutch came out fighting

in the second half and equalised
when Cody Gakpo curled in a great
finish. That prompted a shift in
tempo and Austria were holding
on as Virgil van Dijk’s header de-
flected over the bar.

But Austria weathered the storm
and retook the lead through Ro-
mano Schmid’s powerful header,
which the unfortunate Stefan de
Vrij could only help over the line.

Memphis Depay thought he had
earned the Dutch a draw when
his close-range volley survived a
check for handball by the video
assistant referee, but Sabitzer
had the final say when he broke

England reach last 16 after
a dull draw with Slovenia

COLOGNE: England moved into
Euro 2024’s last 16 at the top of
Group C - but it was only achieved
after another drab display with a
draw against Slovenia in Cologne
on Tuesday.

Gareth Southgate’s side of-
fered up slightly more than in the
abysmal performance against
Denmark but once again it was
nowhere good enough to justify
England’s status as pre-tourna-
ment favourites.

They were laboured and only
showed quality in flashes, namely
in the first half when a slick pass-
ing move ended with Bukayo
Saka’s goal being ruled out for
offside. For the second game in
a row, England felt real hostil-
ity from supporters who backed
them magnificently during the
game but made their feelings
clear after the final whistle.

After boos at the break, sup-
porters let Southgate know what
they thought when he went to ap-

‘Unleash Your Drive in Schools

MUSCAT: The latest initiative of
the Oman Golf Association (OGA)
to introduce the game in Oman
schools at the start of the new
academic year in coordination
with The R&A has been warmly
welcomed by His Highness Sayyid
Azzan bin Kais Tarik Al Said, the
OGA chairman.

Sayyid Azzan said: “I am excited
about the ‘Unleash Your Drive in
Schools Programme and would
like to thank The R&A for their
support to golf in Oman.”

Sayyid Azzan recently hosted
Neal Graham, The R&A Devel-
opment Manager for the Middle
East and India, in Muscat and
discussed ways to develop the
game in the Sultanate.

Following the discussions with
Graham, the OGA announced that
from the start of the next academic
year it would be introducing golf

plaud them at the end, with a cou-
ple of empty drinks cups aimed
his way from the stands.

Meanwhile, Denmark’s 0-0
draw with Serbia in Munich
means they finish second and
Slovenia qualify as one of the best
third-placed teams. Denmark fin-
ished second in Group C by virtue
of having a better disciplinary re-
cord than Slovenia.

Denmark ended on an identical
record to Slovenia, meaning they

in local schools through The R&A
‘Unleash Your Drive in Schools
Programme’.

The programme which has been

had to be separated by the amount
of yellow cards they received.
Both sides picked up six yellow
cards on the pitch, but Slovenian
coach Novakovic Milivoje was also
booked in the first game, which
UEFA do not count on their dis-
ciplinary statistics page, and that
ultimately gave Denmark the slim-
mest of edges. While Denmark and
Slovenia both go through, Serbia
are out - although none of the three
teams won a group game. - Agencies

[T — T

UL .'f_-ﬁ.SJ-; YOUR | R IVE

created by The R&A in collabora-
tion with the Golf Foundation is
a six-part beginners’ programme
delivered to primary schools us-

through and drove into the roof of
the net to send the Austrian fans
wild.

Mbappe scores as

France held

In Dortmung, a masked Kylian
Mbappe scored his first-ever Eu-
ros goal but France were held to a
1-1 draw by an already-eliminated
Poland to finish second in Group
D on Tuesday. France needed all
three points in order to seal top
spot, but Robert Lewandowski’s
79th-minute penalty cancelled
out Mbappe’s spot-kick 11 minutes
into the second half.

Having returned to the starting
line-up following a broken nose
and donning a protective mask,
Mbappe ended his wait for a first
goal ata European Championships
with the opener.

Ousmane Dembele was brought
down in the area by Poland and Ar-
senal defender Jakub Kiwior and
Mbappe made no mistake from
the spot. But France took their foot
off the gas and a clumsy challenge
from Dayot Upamecano gifted Le-
wandowski a golden opportunity to
respond with a spot-kick of his own.

Mike Maignan thought he was
the French hero after saving Le-
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wandowski’s effort but the goal-
keeper had encroached off his line
and the penalty had to be retaken.

The Poland captain slotted into
the corner to score for a fourth
European Championships, join-
ing Cristiano Ronaldo and Luka
Modric in achieving the feat.

The thousands of blue shirts
inside a scorching Signal Iduna
Park in Dortmund finally got to
witness a Frenchman scoring for
their side when Mbappe netted in
the 56th minute. The French cap-
tain ripped off his protective mask
to celebrate his 48th strike for his
country. - Agencies

Oman’s Al Harthy ready for
24 Hours of Spa challenge

MUSCAT: Fresh from the biggest
race in world motorsport, the 24
Hours of Le Mans, Oman’s expe-
rienced racer Ahmad Al Harthy is
now set to compete in yet another
round-the-clock contest as he
gets ready for the Crowdstrike 24
Hours of Spa on 29-30 June.

Al Harthy is ready for the chal-
lenge in round two of the Fanatec
GT World Challenge Europe
(GTWCE) powered by AWS
Endurance Cup at Belgium’s
Spa-Francorchamps.

The venue has witnessed the
Omani driver clinch race winsin his
classinthe pastand heisnowjoined
by Oman Racing team-mates, Sam
De Haan and Jens Klingmann. The
trio will be have Australia’s Calan
Williams as their fourth team-mate
for the 24 hour race.

With support from prestig-
ious partners OQ, Oman Minis-
try of Culture Sports and Youth,
Omantel and BMW Oman,
two-time GTWCE Endurance Cup

f=
y.

Pro-AmeclasschampionAlHarthyis
determined to push for a season-
best showing at Spa and climb the
bronze class points table from his
current sixth place.

Al Harthy said: “It’s been a
very busy few weeks with the Le
Mans 24 Hours and now the Spa
24 Hours. We're here to be part of
the biggest endurance races in the
world and to challenge the very
best drivers and teams out there
in GT3 racing, while proudly flying
the flag for Oman. Therehasbeena
lot of hard work behind the scenes,

the demands of a 24 hour race are
notinsignificant, and I'm very hap-
py with our preparations.

“It’s great to be back with OQ
by Oman Racing for the second
race of the GTWCE Endurance
season, and I'm obviously looking
forwardtobeingbackwithSamand
Jens and, of course, working with
Calanforthefirsttime.Ialwayslove
racing at Spa, we've had some
incredible moments in the 24
Hours before and it would be
amazing if we can create more
special memories this weekend.”

Programme’ to begin in 0man

ing specially designed equipment

provided to the OGA by The R&A.
The classes will feature fun

games and challenges as well as

nine mental resilience tools which
will not only help to master the
game of golf but also to develop
key life skills that are essential for

long-term mental well-being.

Sayyid Azzan said: “The Oman
Golf Association would like to
thank The R&A for providing us
with the equipment and knowl-
edge to introduce golf to a younger
audience. Golf can have a signifi-
cant impact on physical health and
with the work done by The R&A we
are confident that ‘Unleash Your
Drive’ will have a positive impact
on the minds and bodies of Oman’s
youth. We hope to uncover the next
generation of golfers.”

Graham said: “The R&A ‘Unleash
Your Drive’ has proven to be a real
hit with young people in Great Brit-
ain and Ireland thanks to the great
work of the Golf Foundation. The
programme is now active across
the UAE, Jordan and Lebanon. Our
aim is to replicate the success by
introducing the sport into schools
throughout Oman.”
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Giorgio Armani Prive’s Fall/Winter Paris getting ready for the Olympics Interactive tea show held in China Cultural Centre in Sweden
2024-2025 Haute Couture collections Picture shows the Eiffel Tower Stadium, A man looks on as a hostess demonstrates Chinese tea culture during
A model presents a creation of Giorgio which will host Beach Volleyball during an interactive tea show held in China Cultural Centre in Stockholm,
Armani Prive’s Fall/Winter 2024-2025 the Paris 2024 Olympic Games and the Sweden. xinhua

Haute Couture collections during Paris Blind Football during the Paris 2024 Para-

Fashion Week in Paris, France. xinhua lympic Games, in Paris, France. xinhua

Refugee girl living in Kenya defies odds to shine at Paris 2024

Perina Lokure Nakang (front centre) has an online class with her teammates in All4Running school in
Nandi County, western Kenya. Perina, a refugee girl from South Sudan, is part of the group in their final
preparations for the 2024 Summer Olympics, scheduled to take place in Paris, France, in late July.. xinhua

Saiee Manjrekar and Shantanu Maheshwari during a
promotion event for their upcoming film ‘Auron Mein
Kahan Dum Tha’

Bollywood actress Saiee Manjrekar and actor Shantanu
Maheshwari pose for a photo during a promotion event
for their upcoming film ‘Auron Mein Kahan Dum Tha’, in
Mumbai . aniphota
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Researchers carry out Arctic expedition

at Yellow River Station in Norway

This picture shows the Yellow River

Station in Ny-Alesund, Svalbard, Norway. xinhua

P .--_;-:.l_'_ :":'.5‘“ -
Scenery of Ny-Alesund
in Norway

A cruise ship docks in
Ny-Alesund, Svalbard,
Norway. As the world’s
northernmost perma-
nent settlement, Ny-
Alesund has four months
of continuous daylight
and four months of last-
ing darkness each year.
From late April to late
August, the sun never
sets, treating visitors

to the spectacle of the
“midnight sun.” xinhua

Tourism in Qingdao heats
up in hot summer days
This picture shows a
coastal view in Qingdao,
east China’s Shandong
Province. Tourism in
(ingdao is heating up as
domestic and foreign tour-
ists come here to enjoy the
coastal scenery and cool
off in hot summer days.
Xinhua
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BankDhofar launches private banking
segment for hlgh net worth clients

The launch
demonstrates the
bank’s commitment
to lead wealth
management in
Oman, by offering
world class wealth
solutions, private
banking expertise,
an extensive network
in the country and
access to full range of

banking capabilities

MUSCAT: BankDhofar launched
its private banking segment to
serve high net worth individuals,
entrepreneurs, and their families.

The launch further demon-
strates the bank’s commitment to
lead wealth management in Oman,
by offering world class wealth
solutions, private banking exper-
tise, an extensive network in the
country and access to full range of
banking capabilities.

The launch event, held at St.
Regis Al Mouj Muscat, marks a
significant milestone in BankD-
hofar’s ongoing commitment to
offer a holistic banking experience
with the aim of delivering sustain-
able long-term value to its clients.
The segment is dedicated to of-
fering specialised core and non-
core banking services, as well as a
personalised wealth and lifestyle
management proposition for ultra
high net worth individuals, fami-

|

lies, and corporate clients.It prom-
ises tailored solutions to nurture
and grow wealth in a secure and
prudent manner with complete
privacy and confidentiality.

Bank Dhofar Private Banking
will offer a broad range of tailored
and bespoke services in Oman.

Need-based solutions
Solutions that meet the needs of
clients, including bespoke lend-
ing, and investment products and
propositions like mutual funds,
bonds, portfolio management
services, insurance and access
to structured products, alterna-
tive investments, and a direct eq-
uity execution platform. Bank will
provide exclusive insights to sup-
port its client’s decision making
through exclusive access to private
banking investment insights.

Dedicated relationship
manager

A team of dedicated relationship
managers, investment advisors
and product specialists supporting
wealth planning for individuals
and family offices. With a com-
mitment to go beyond expecta-
tions, the approach begins with a
detailed review of clients’ circum-
stances and financial goals, includ-
ing short and long-term financial
objectives. These are meticulously
carried out by the bank’s experi-
enced private bankers.

Comprehensive financial
concierge

The segment will aim to be a com-
plete financial concierge service,
managing banking needs on a
360-degree level by addressing
both onshore domestic and off-

Turkish Airlines named Best
Airline in Europe by Skytrax

MUSCAT: Turkish Airlines, the
airline that flies to more countries
than any other, is named Best Air-
line in Europe by Skytrax on the
prestigious 2024 World Airline
Awards, also known as the Oscars
of'the aviation industry.

Held in London at the iconic
Fairmont Windsor Park on 24
June, the World Airline Awards
saw several accolades being pre-
sented to the successful flag carri-
er. In addition to being recognised
as the “Best Airline in Europe”,
Turkish Airlines won two other
top awards at the ceremony, in-
cluding the “World’s Best Business
Class Catering”and“Best Airline
in Southern Europe”.

Based on results from the in-
dependent surveys carried out
by Skytrax, Turkish Airlines has
been named best airline both in
Europe and Southern Europe.
These awards highlight the car-
rier’s exceptional service quality
across its extensive network, un-
derscoring the airline’s dedication
to providing a seamless and com-
fortable travel experience for its
passengers. Continuing to set the
benchmark for in-flight dining and
offering passengers an unforget-
table gastronomic journey above
the clouds, Turkish Airlines has
secured “World’s Best Business
Class Catering” award.

Receiving the awards at the cer-
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emony, Bilal Eksi, CEO of Turkish
Airlines stated: “We are delight-
ed to receive these prestigious
awards from Skytrax. Being named
the Best Airline in Europe and in
Southern Europe, and receiving
recognition for our business class
catering excellence is a testament
to the hard work and dedication
of our entire team. As the Turk-
ish Airlines family, we would like
to thank our valued passengers,
who deemed us worthy of these
wonderful awards, and the Skytrax
team, who put this evaluation into
practice. With Turkish hospitality
in our DNA, we remain committed
to delivering an unmatched travel
experience to our passengers and
will continue to innovate and en-
hance our services.”

Edward Plaisted, CEO of Skytrax
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said: “We congratulate Turkish Air-
lines on being named the Best Air-
line in Europe, which for the ninth
time is a remarkable achievement
in such a competitive region, and
demonstrates that they are a cus-
tomer favourite. Turkish Airlines
repeated earlier year successes by
winning the award for the World’s
Best Business Class Catering and
the airline and its catering partner
Turkish DO&CO should be very
proud of this success.”

Through these awards, Turkish
Airlines reaffirms its leading po-
sition in hospitality, service qual-
ity and extensive network, which
boasts more countries than any
other. With the addition of Mel-
bourne route in March 2024, the
national flag carrier’s network has
expanded to six continents.

shore international needs. These
include the offering of services
including core banking, wealth
management, investment advi-
sory and offshore banking. Wealth
and business succession plan-
ning, key-person insurance, trust
solutions, and the establishment
of foundations and family offices,
will also play a significant role in
the new business.

Global partnerships

Through its private banking, bank
aims to leverage the bank’s thirty-
four years of local expertise with
global partnerships to offer un-
matched solutions across geogra-
phies. The segment will also pro-
vide global access to investments
- with a diverse list of shrewdly se-
lected opportunities across key as-
set classes - through mutual funds,
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local and international bonds and
equities. Clients can also access
some of the most sought-after al-
ternatives in the market, ranging
from hedge funds to strategies that
involve real estate, private credit
and venture capital, thus ensuring
clients receive unparalleled ac-
cess to well researched financial
solutions. With booking centers
in Switzerland and Singapore re-
spectively, and independent cus-
tody of client assets, the segment
intends to offer a safe global ap-
proach with alocal presence.

Family office

The family office services focus on
crafting a legacy that goes beyond
financial success. Expert advisors
work closely with clients to develop
comprehensive financial plans cov-
ering wealth preservation, estate

and succession planning, and stra-
tegic investment strategies. The seg-
ment also assists in setting up and
overseeing charitable foundations,
ensuring clients’ legacies positively
impact their communities.

Next generation
empowerment

With the belief of empowering the
next generation, bespoke benefits
and privileges designed for diverse
passions, have been curated. Elite
VIP experiences in fashion, art,
musical and sporting events, and
enhanced VIP concierge services,
with a dedicated concierge man-
ager, are designed to enrich and
enhance the client’s lifestyle expe-
rience. This ensures the bank in-
troduces many “firsts” in the Sul-
tanate through the segment; the
first metallic card offered by alocal
bank with loaded card features,
benefits as well as a dedicated VIP
concierge service to name a few.

Speaking on the occasion, the
bank’s Deputy Chief Executive
Officer, K Gopakumar remarked,
“Entrepreneurialism and innova-
tion are fueling both economic
growth and significant wealth
creation in Oman. We are excited
to partner with our clients to pro-
tect and grow their wealth and
support their ambitions for their
families, businesses, and legacies.
Our clients are looking for highly
customized solutions, innovative
digital services, and resources to
address the growing complexities
of multi-generational wealth. The
launch of private banking will pro-
vide robust solutions across the
wealth spectrum with world class
investment solutions, dedicated
private banking teams and global
expertise via partners.”

He added “With our new private
banking offering, we are reinforc-
ing our promise to take our clients
to a higher level of service not yet
seen in the Sultanate. The new pri-
vate banking services will comple-
ment BankDhofar’s retail and cor-
porate banking offerings.”

Alizz Islamic Bank launches
Islamic finance programimme
with Peking University

MUSCAT: Alizz Islamic Bank
recently launched the first-of
its-kind cultural exchange pro-
gramme with the bank hosting
8 delegates from Peking Univer-
sity for a 12-day programme that
serves as a platform to enhance
bilateral cooperation and outline
the future trajectory of the two
nations’ collaboration.

The bank has a developed a
comprehensive program through
which the Chinese delegation will
gain knowledge of the history of
Oman, learn about Islamic bank-
ing and how it works, meet a num-
ber of officials in different insti-
tutions and visit some historical
landmarks in Oman.

Alizz Islamic Bank is dedicated
to building a community with a
shared future for mankind, know-
ing the importance of an equal
and orderly multipolar world and
a universally beneficial and in-
clusive economic globalisation.
The continuous collaboration
between Alizz Islamic Bank and
Peking University contributes to
strengthening relations between
both nations, marking a model of
successful cooperation between
nations with diverse backgrounds
and systems.

In recent years, economic
and cultural exchanges between

China and Oman have witnessed
significant and profound devel-
opment and trade cooperation
has flourished, with the bilateral
trade volume reaching $30 billion
by the end of 2023.

On this occasion, Ali Al Mani
CEO of Alizz Islamic Bank, said:
“We are honoured to launch this
cultural exchange program with
Peking University. It further ce-
ments the banks pioneering
role in reinforcing the enduring
friendship between both nations,
building upon the cultural bonds
and paving the way forward for
enhanced collaboration in vari-
ous domains. At Alizz Islamic
Bank we believe that it is our
civil duty to raise the profile of
our beautiful nation and being
one of the first dedicated Islamic

banks in Oman we focus on shar-
ing knowledge and experiences
to support the development of
Islamic Banking both locally and
globally.”

Peking University, also known
as Beijing University, is a na-
tional public research University
in Beijing, China. Within this es-
teemed educational institute is
the ‘Sultan Qaboos Chair in Ara-
bic Studies’. The objective of the
Chair includes the teaching and
learning of the Arabic language
and literature to Chinese stu-
dents in Peking University, en-
couraging research of the Arabic
language, literature and culture,
especially research on the Sultan-
ate of Oman. It also encourages
cultural exchanges between both
countries.
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The all-new Prado is reimagined to ignite passion and dynamism. It is the gateway to a
whole new level of engagement and possibilities. Experience the legacy of the Prado with a
retro twist. Visit any Toyota showroom and discover the all-new 2024 Prado.

. Multi-Terrain Select with Auto Function . Stabilizer Disconnect Mechanism for ON/OFF Road
. 12.3" Navigation with Android Auto & Car Play - Premium Leather Upholstery with Ventilation . Advanced Crawl Control System for OFF Road

Saud Bahwan Automotive LLC n Facebook.com/toyotaoman @ @toyotaomanofficial @ Youtube.com/toyotaoman . www.toyotaoman.com
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