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i

TO RWANDA b

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik has sent a cable of
greetings to President Paul Kagame
of'the Republic of Rwanda on his
country’s National Day. In the cable,
His Majesty the Sultan expressed

his sincere sentiments to President
Kagame and the people of his
country. -ONA

HM SENDS GREETINGS T0 CANADA

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan Haitham
bin Tarik has sent a cable of greetings

to Governor-General Mary Simon of
Canada on her country’s National Day.
Inthe cable, His Majesty the Sultan
expressed his sincere sentiments to
Governor-General Simon, wishing

her good health and happiness and

the friendly people of Canada further
progress and prosperity. -oNA
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TOP THREE INSIDE STORIES

SalamAir launches
direct flights to Rize

SalamAir launched direct
1ﬁights to the Turkish city of
Rize using its latest Airbus
aircraft.>A2

1,000 held as France
protests continue
2 The French police
arrested nearly 1,000
people as the government
struggled to restore order. >A7

West Indies fail to
qualify for World Cup

Windies failed to qualify
for the Cricket World Cup
for the first time >A8

CDAA
teams save
man from
drowning

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Despite the warning
given by the Civil Defence and
Ambulance Authority (CDAA),
an incident of drowning was re-
ported from a tourist site in the
Dhofar Governorate on Friday.

A statement issued by the
CDAA said that its rescue teams
in Dhofar Governorate respond-
ed to a drowning incident in
‘Wadi Darbat, where they were
able to pull out a person and pro-
vide emergency medicare. He
was transferred to the hospital
in a critical condition.

This is the first drowning
case reported with the arrival of
Khareef season in the Dhofar
Governorate.

N'S GDP AT

HIS MAJESTY
OFFERS EID AL
ADHA PRAYERS

His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik offered
the Eid Al Adha prayers at
Sayyid Tarik bin Taimour
Mosque in the Wilayat
of Seeb, Governorate
of Muscat. The prayers
were led by Dr. Moham-
med Said Al Ma’amari,
Minister of Endowments
and Religious Affairs, who
delivered the Eid sermon,
starting it with gratitude
to the Almighty Allah’s
bounties and prayers for
His messenger, Prophet
Mohammed(PBUH). After
the prayers, His Majesty
received greetings from
some Royal family mem-
bers, ministers, advisers,
military commanders.
See also >A4

GONSTANT PRIGES

RISES 4.7% T0 OMRS.70 BILLION

The gross domestic product at constant
price was OMRB8.36 hillion in the first
quarter of 2022, according to the NCSI

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Sultanate of
Oman’s gross domestic product
(GDP) at constant prices record-
ed an increase of 4.7 per cent to
reach OMRS.70 billion at the end
of the first quarter of 2023.

The GDP at constant price
was OMRS.36 billion in the first
quarter of 2022, according to the
initial dataissued by the National
Centre of Statistics and Informa-
tion (NCSI).

This increase has been mainly
attributed to the growth of the
non-oil activities which in-
creased by 4.6 percent to reach
OMRG6.76 billion at the end of the
first quarter of 2023 compared

to OMRS5.80 billion in the corre-
sponding period of 2022.

Service activities

The total service activities has
recorded a growth of 4.5 percent
to reach OMRA4.12 billion at the
end first quarter of 2023 com-
pared to OMR3.94 billion at the
end of the first quarter of 2022.
Also, the agriculture, forestry,
fishing and industrial activities
increased by 10.1 percent and 4.4
percent respectively.

Qil activities at the end of the
first quarter of 2023 recorded a
growth of 3.5 percent to reach
OMR2.82 billion compared to
OMR2.73 billion at the end of the
first quarter of 2022. - ona
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was the growth in non-
oil activities at the end of
first quarter of 2023
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It's back to work after Eid Al Adha holidays

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Alarms were set for
Sunday morning and it will be back
to work mode for most citizens and
residents in Oman after enjoying the
long five-day Eid Al Adhaholidays.

The blessed Eid Al Adha was
celebrated across the Sultanate
with gaiety and fervour as citizens
held family get-togethers and ex-
changed Eid greetings.

The Eid Al Adha holidays began
on June 27 and continued till July
1. The famous Omani dish Shuwa
was the most sought during the
holidays as families and friends
enjoyed the feast.

A large rush was witnessed at
the Muscat International Airport
on Saturday as people returned
from a short break from neigh-
bouring countries and home coun-

tries. Cooler destinations up the
mountains of Jabal Akhdar and
Jabal Shams and neighbouring ar-
eas of Al Hamra had a good footfall
while Salalah, where the Khareef
season has begun, also saw a good
number of visitors from Oman and
neighbouring UAE.

“Itwas anice break to enjoy with
family. Eid Al Adha is the biggest
festival for us and we caught up
with our extended family mem-
bers in our farm in Barka,” said
Mohammed Al Balushi, a govern-
ment sector employee.

During the Eid Al Adha holidays,
ROP stepped up monitoring on the
Muscat-Salalah highway where a
tragic car accident was reported
that led to the death of six, which
included a family of four from In-
dia and two from Yemen.

As the holidays end, it is time

to return to work for K Abhishek,
a sales executive, who spent his
holidays by spending a couple of
nights at Jabal Akhdar. “We thor-
oughly enjoyed the cooler climate
up there. It was quite busy as a
lot of people decided to enjoy the
pleasant weather in Jabal Akh-
dar,” said Abhishek.

Vehicular traffic witnessed a
significant increase on Saturday
evening hours as citizens and resi-
dents started arriving in the capi-
tal city after spending Eid Al Adha
holidays.

Shopping malls and hypermar-
kets were also packed as people
purchased essentials to prepare
themselves for work from Sun-
day. The rush of people resonated
with the exchange of Eid greet-
ings - a sign that the festival zest
was still present.
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ROP wa:

on Haima-Thumrait road

s of low visibility D

MUSCAT: The Royal Oman Po-
lice (ROP) has warned motorists
of low visibility on the Haima-
Thumrait road.

In a statement, the ROP said:
“Users of the Haima-Thumrait

road are urged to be aware of low
visibility because of the rising dust
due to active winds, and the accu-
mulation of sand on both sides of
theroad.”

— Times News Service
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An Electronic Bidding Announcement for Daleel Petroleum
Scrap Materials

Dalee! Pefroleum in collaboration with Mzadcom for Smart Auction Solutions LLC wishes to sell "Metal Scrap, Copper
Cables Scrap & Electric Wooden Pole Matenals” as is and in place through elecironic bidding via the electronic
auction platform (www.mzadcom.om). This auction will be only available to the interested both parties who is
approved by Mazadcom with its Terms & Condfions & by the verfication of the Interested both parties supporting
decuments with activity for the sale and purchase of scrap matenals or operating activities in the fizld.

zadcom

Ay

Metal X 500,000

Copper Cable 50,000

Electrical wooden 500 100
poles

For the Site Inspection & Evaluation, Start date: 110772023 & Close date: 15007/2022.
E-Auchon Budding, Start date for Lot Mo 1, Lot Mo 2 & Lot No 3: 180772023 at 11: 00 Am & Close date: 19/07/2023 at 11:00 Am

Conditions to enter E-auction:

The nspection and evaluation of matenals will be started from; 110772023 to 150772023 with the following tmes: (7-11 am) -
{4-6 pmj

The online auchon for each Lot will starts from 18/07/2023 at 11:00AM and will ends on 19072023 at 11:00 AM and any bidding
that takes place in the last two minutes of the end of the bidding time will lead fo an increase m the auction ime by tvo minutes
each time, Daleed Petroleum and Mzadcom has the nght to extend the auction end peried for any reason

Companies wishing to enfer the e auction must register on the Mzadcom electronic platform to obltain the entry code and
participate in the auction through the link www. mzadcom.om if conditions are met

Companies wishing fo mspect the matenats should send a request via e-mail or call the numbers shown below (o oblain an
entry permif, affer attaching a copy of the ID, the commercial register and the necessary documents to visit the site with ful
complance with access to the sie and using diesal vehicle approved by OPAL

The winning bidder must pay full auction amount within 5 working days from the end of the auction and obtain a notice of
approval for the sale m the Mazadoom company bank account, in addiion fo paying the 5% value-added tax, and paying the
2% for Mazadcom senace charge.

Bidders wishing fo enter the online auction, after viewing the materials, must deposit the quarantee amount in Mzadcom bank
accoun! as mentioned above, and it will be refunded after all the condiions of the auchon are met, and in the event that the
winning bedders delay paying the auction amount within 5 working days after the notice of approval of the sale, the secunity
armount will be forfeited

Daleel Petraleum QHSE procedures & Opal Standards must be followed & environmental permits must be available before
entering the auction to properly deal with all types of waste and according to the requirements of the emaronmental authonty
Proof of registrabon required which is issued by Oman Environmental Services Halding Company Waste Management activity
It is not allowed to enter two people from the same company in the auchion, and in case of walation, it will be referred to the
legal authorbes

The costs of koading and transportation or amy kind of related costs are bome by the winner, and neither Dalesl nor Mzadcom
will bear any responsibility

Adter the award, bank guarantee for the highest 3 bidders will be reserved and remaining bank guaraniee will be refurned back
to the rest

Bank guarantee for 2nd & 3rd posiion bidders will be returned once winning bidder start collection of the matenal

Bank guarantee for awarded bidder will be retuned after completion of scrap collection and cleaning of the scrap yard

Communicate with the Mzadcom team to confirm your entry into the aucdon, on the numbers

« 968 92970111, » +968 92766822, » +968 93815156
Website : WWW.MZADCOM.OM

Q© infepmzadeomom QHI@E Omzadeomom

irect flights to

ize launched
y SalamAlr

Flying every
Saturday and
Tuesday, SalamAir
is one of the first
international airlines
to operate direct
flights to Rize

Times News Service

MUSCAT: SalamAir, the first
low-cost carrier of the Sultanate
of Oman, launched direct flights
to the Turkish city of Rize using
its latest Airbus aircraft. Flying
every Saturday and Tuesday, it is
one of the first international air-
lines to operate direct flights to
Rize.

Captain Mohamed Ahmed,
CEO of SalamAir, said that by op-
erating direct flights from Muscat
to Rize, SalamAir wants to con-
nect with many local and interna-
tional markets in the Middle East.

He explained that this brings
the total number of flights operat-
ed by the company to the Repub-
lic of Tiirkiye to 18 weekly flights,
including: Istanbul, Trabzon and
Rize.

He added to Oman News Agen-
cy (ONA) that this new destina-
tion comes within the framework
of the operational vision of Sala-
mAir, which aims to reach new
tourist destinations that were not
previously available for travellers,
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and to expand the scope of its op-
erations. Noting that by adding
this destination to the company’s
list of destinations, it gives pas-
sengers on board SalamAir more
travel options at the best prices,
while focusing on the quality of
service.

On his part, Mehmet Hakimo-
glu, Ambassador of the Republic
of Tiirkiye accredited to the Sul-
tanate of Oman, said: “The launch
of flights between Muscat and
Rize will add to Turkish tourism
that has been going on for years,
and maintain its diversity and
contribute to the development of
the economy of the two friendly
countries. The development of
tourism activities will have a di-
rect financial impact on many
commercial sectors, such as air-
lines, car rental companies, travel
agencies, hotels and restaurants,
while providing job opportunities
for citizens of both countries.”

He explained to Oman News
Agency (ONA) that the increase
in flight frequency between the
two countries will continuously
enhance bilateral trade relations,
and increase the proportion of

/L r

tourism and commercial visits
from Turkiye to the Sultanate of
Oman. This will provide many in-
vestment opportunities and joint
business in the future.

SalamAir was the first to oper-
ate direct flights between the Sul-
tanate of Oman and Trabzon, to
follow the example of many other
airlines to operate to this desti-
nation, providing connectivity to
new destinations, thus enhancing
regional interdependence in the
region.

It is noteworthy that the total
local, regional and international
destinations to which SalamAir
operates direct flights reached
39 destinations, including: Mus-
cat, Salalah, Sohar, Dugm, and
Masirah, in addition to its inter-
national destinations to: Dubai,
Fujairah, Doha, Bahrain, Ku-
wait, Dammam, Riyadh, Jeddah,
Medina, Shiraz, Tehran, Mash-
had, Istanbul, Rize, Trabzon, Al-
exandria, Beirut, Almaty, Baku,
Kuala Lumpur, Prague, Sarajevo,
Bangkok, Phuket, Chattogram,
Dhaka, Colombo, Jaipur, Karachi,
Kathmandu, Lucknow, Multan ,
Sialkot, and Trivandrum.

Military pilgrimage
Imission returns
after performing Hajj

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The military pilgrim-
age mission returned to the coun-
try on Saturday from the Holy
Land after performing Hajj this
year.

Upon arrival at Seeb Air Base,
the mission was received by Ma-
jor General Hamed bin Ahmed
Sakroun, President of the Acad-
emy of Strategic and Defence
Studies, and Brigadier General
Hassan bin Ali Al Mujaini, Head
of Moral Guidance and Mili-
tary Ceremonies, and a number
of senior officers of the Sul-
tan’s Armed Forces and other
authorities.

Major General and President
of the Academy of Strategic and
Defence Studies congratulated
the members of the military Hajj
mission upon their return to the
country after performing the
blessed Hajj.

He praised the efforts made by
the commander and administra-
tors of the military mission for
performing the rituals of Hajj and
providing all support to the pil-
grims from Oman.

The conduct of the annual
military pilgrimage mission is
supervised by the moral guidance
and military ceremonies headed
by the Staff of the Sultan’s Armed
Forces.
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A march to show
love and lovalty
for His Majesty

Times News Service

SEEB : A march for the love of
His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik was organised in the Wilay-
at of Seeb on the occasion of His
Majesty performing the Eid Al
Adha prayers in the wilayat.

The march was held at Soor Al
Hadid beach under the auspices
of HH Sayyid Malik bin Shihab Al
Said with the participation of a
number of their highnesses and
excellencies, sheikhs, and people
of Wilayat of Seeb.

The participants carried the
flags of the Sultanate with their
sincere expressions of loyalty
and gratitude to the leader for the
renewed renaissance in Oman.
The march was accompanied by
Omani folk arts bands.

The event included a marine

parade, in which marine boats
decorated with the flags of the Sul-
tanate of Oman and pictures of His
Majesty the Sultan were displayed.

The event also saw the partici-
pation of a traditional ship with
the presentation of traditional
marine arts for which the Wilay-
at of Seeb is famous.

In the march, placards with
titles “A March in the love of the
leader’ were on display. A number
of Omani artists participated in
the march that also involved re-
cital of a number of poems.

Citizens congratulated His
Majesty the Sultan on the occa-
sion of Eid Al-Adha expressing
their happiness, praying to the
Almighty to repeat this occasion
on His Majesty with progress for
Oman in every field under the re-
newed renaissance. with oNA inputs

‘Right to claim will lapse
if delayed by over a year’

Despite the clarity

in Oman’s Labour
Law, many workers
and employers end
up fighting legal
wrangles that could
cost thousands of
Omani rials and this
could be avoided if
proper legal advice is
sought, according to
Shaima Al Mahroudi,
a legal expert on
labour law

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman’s Ministry of
Labour is committed to protect-
ing the rights of employees and
safeguarding the interests of the
employers.

Despite the clarity in Oman’s
Labour Law, many workers and
employers end up fighting legal
wrangles that could cost thou-
sands of Omani rials and this could
be avoided if proper legal advice is
sought, according to Shaima Al
Mahrouadqi, a legal expert on labour
law.

According to the annual report
of'the Ministry of Labour for 2021,
the number of individual labour
complaints received were 24,220.
The majority of labour complaints

were around non-payment of sal-
ary, final settlement, non-issuance
of travel ticket to home country,
compensation for unfair dismiss-
al, not honouring end-of-service
benefits and unfair dismissal.
There were also complaints of
non-payment of overtime wages,
trouble in transferring sponsor-
ship and holding passports.

According to the report from the
ministry, it was able to settle 50
percent of the complaints amica-
bly while 32 percent were referred
to the labour court.

Detailing further on the promi-
nent issues, Shaima said: “From
my experience, I would like to
point out some key observations
that the employer and the em-
ployee must pay attention to. The
employee is given special protec-
tion by the Labour Law and he
must abide by the duties according
to Article (27) of the Omani Labor
Law. It is important that the em-
ployee is acquainted with the la-
bour law and the internal company
regulations, which may define the
duties and rights of the worker and
the company in a clear and simpli-
fied manner as stipulated by the
Labour Law.”

Shaima added: “Before signing
the work contract, it is necessary
for the employee to review the
contract and, if needed, seek ad-
vice from the lawyer to go through
the terms of the contract. The em-
ployee should have a copy of his

contract, whether it is registered
with the Ministry of Labour or an
unregistered contract, in order to
preserve his right in the event of
any claim arising against the em-
ployer.”

She said that any claims of the
employee should be through offi-
cial means while documenting the
claim, like an official e-mail.

Shaima said: “It is necessary
for the employee to realise that
if there is any claim against the
employer, then it should be done
within a year from the date the
employee becomes entitled. The
right to claim will lapse if delayed
by statute of limitations.”

Shaima, who works as a lawyer
at Al-Qalhati and Al-Masrouri
Law Firm and Legal Consulta-
tions, suggested that “if any em-
ployee is accused of any crime at
workplace, then it is important to
seek support of legal help through
a lawyer to avoid any arbitrary
decision taken against the em-
ployee.”

She said that companies who
have more than 50 employees,
it is mandatory to put in a bylaw
that regulates the workflow and
clarifies the company’s duties
and rights. “The bylaw should be
approved by the concerned au-
thorities and put up on the notice
board,” said Shaima.

Thelegal expert said: “Due to the
tough economic conditions, which
has affected all sectors, there has

been an increase in termination
of employees. If the employer de-
cides to terminate the service of an
employee, a legitimate reason for
the termination must be presented
and the worker should be given
an advance notice of at least one
month, depending on the nature of
the contract.”

She added: “For the success of
any institution, it is necessary to
appoint either an efficient human
resources employee or to establish a
legal department that is aware of all
developments of Oman Labour Law
and the Omanisation percentage
needed for the respective company.”

She said: “There are a lot of mis-
takes employers make despite the
clarity of the law. In the event a
worker commits one of the crimes
punishable in the Omani Penal
Code, the procedures stipulated
in Article (32) of the Labour Law
must be followed, and in the event
the employer does not follow and
terminates the worker, it would be
considered an arbitrary dismissal.”

According to the annual report
of'the Ministry of Labour for 2021,
the number of terminated workers
in the private sector reached 7,112
workers.

Shaima said: “In complex cases,
a legal department in a company
can seek legal consultations from
established law firms for justice to
prevail and the rights of company
safeguarded and employee’s wel-
fare also taken care.”
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MUSCAT: The Sultanate of Oman
celebrated the first day of Eid Al
Adha (1444 AH) on June 28.

Meanwhile, His Majesty Sul-
tan Haitham bin Tarik offered the
Eid prayers at Sayyid Tarik bin
Taimour Mosque in the Wilayat of
Seeb, Governorate of Muscat.

The prayers were led by Dr. Mo-
hammed Said Al Ma’amari, Minis-
ter of Endowments and Religious
Affairs, who delivered the Eid ser-
mon, starting it with gratitude to
the Almighty Allah’s bounties and
prayers for His messenger, Proph-
et Mohammed (PBUH).

The sermon laid emphasis
on the concept of security and
development. Quoting verses
of the Holy Quran, the sermon
stressed that the greatest sought-
after goals in life are the safety
of homelands and tranquility of
souls. It pointed out that pilgrim-
age during the sacred months of
the year constitutes a symbolic
resorting to safety and denotes
that the development of the
homeland rests on the pillar of
security and stability.

The sermon affirmed that,
as per the Holy Quran, security
takes precedence over economic
prosperity, though both are sig-
nificant and both are required;
thus achieving stability as a pub-
lic interest takes precedence over
the interests of individuals. It also
observed that by achieving safety,
hearts are united and social har-
mony strengthened, with people
seeking means of livelihood in an
orderly manner.

The sermon underlined the fact
that the days of Hajj pilgrimage
are an enactment of renewal of
gratitude to Allah for the bounties
and an embodiment of unity and
rejection of division and disagree-
ment. It argued that with this ad-
herence to the cord of faith in God,
the individuals’ care focuses on
building and reconstruction.

The Eid sermon arrived at the
conclusion that, since social life is

—

e

based on authorities and partner-
ships, then a nation’s stability and
prosperity can only be achieved
by obeying the ruler and rallying
around the leadership.

After the prayers, His Majesty
Sultan Haitham bin Tarik re-
ceived greetings and welcomed
blessings on the occasion of Eid
Al Adha from some Royal Fam-
ily members, ministers, advisers,
military commanders and offi-
cials. His Majesty wished them a
happy Eid.

Upon the departure of His Maj-
esty the Sultan from Sayyid Tarik
bin Taimour Mosque, the artillery
fired a 21-gun salute.

After that, the motorcade of the
country’s monarch left the mosque,
as his loyal citizens prayed to the
Almighty Allah to protect him.
They also prayed for the return of
happy occasions on His Majesty
for many years to come.

Alongside His Majesty, the
prayers were performed by some
members of the Royal family,
ministers, advisors, Command-
ers of the Sultan’s Armed Forces
(SAF) and the Royal Oman Police,
as well as some members of the
State Council, Shura Council, un-
dersecretaries, officials, sheikhs,
dignitaries of the Wilayat of Seeb
and citizens. -ona

TIMES OF OMAN

. ! 18 #JI




TIMES OF OMAN

SUNDAY, JULY 2,2023 | AS

Eid Al Adha events showcase
Oman’s rich cultural heritage

Al Awahi

Al Buraimi

Many activities were
organised across
Oman to celebrate
blessed Eid Al Adha

Times News Service

AL MUDHAIBI: Many functions
and activities were organised to
celebrate the blessed Eid Al-Adha
in various governorates of the
Sultanate Oman. Huge turnout
of people and their wholehearted
participation were witnessed at
the events.

In Al Mudhaibi, the events in-
cluded various competitions,
horseback riding, games with
cartoon characters for children’s
entertainment. In addition the
‘Eid Joy’ corners included face
painting and photography corners,
and food and products corners for
families.

The activities of ‘Eid Joy’ are
held every year under the supervi-
sion of the Municipality Depart-
ment in Al-Mudhaibi with the
participation of a number of insti-
tutions in the public and private
sectors and members of the local
community.

Sadah: The Social Develop-
ment Committee in the Wilayat
of Sadah in Dhofar Governorate
organised an entertainment forum
for families.

The forum was held in coopera-

Al Mudhaibi

tion with the Municipality of Sa-
dah, the Sadah Charity Team, and
the Omani Women’s Association.
The events contained a number of
corners, including a corner for rec-
reational activities of families and a
place for the display of handicrafts.

The opening ceremony included
performances by a number of folk
artists.

The family and child forum is
an entertainment and marketing
window that aims to provide cul-
tural and social interactions and
an economic return to people. It
is a place where families can relax
and enjoy the activities that are
presented during the Eid Al-Adha
holidays.

Liwa: The Department of Mu-
nicipal Affairs in the Wilayat of
Liwa in the Governorate of North
Al Batinah organised at the Liwa
Centre for Science and Innovation
an event called Al-Ayud, which
included various performances by
the folklore bands for which the
wilayat is famous.

Various recreational activities
for children were also held, which
varied between sports and cultural
competitions, drawing and others.

This event was part of the enter-
tainment programme organised
by the North Al Batinah Munici-
pality during Eid Al-Adha.

Al Awabi: The Wilayat of Al-
Awabi in the South Al Batinah
Governorate celebrated the open-
ing of the entertainment festival,
which was organised by the Wali
of Al-Awabi office under the su-
pervision of the Governor’s office.
The opening of the festival was
sponsored by Sheikh Mohammed
bin Ahmed Al Junaibi, Wali of Al

Awabi, Chairman of the Organis-
ing Committee of the Festival, in
the presence of Badr bin Nasser
Al Shuraiqi, member of the Shura
Council, representative of the
wilayat, and a number of sheikhs
and officials.

The Wali of Al-Awabi, Chair-
man of the Organising Commit-
tee of the Festival, said that the
festival was held at several loca-
tions and aimed to introduce and
promote the heritage and tourism
components of the wilayat, and
support business owners, and so-
cial security families.

He added that as part of the
festival many events were held
such as entertainment games,
corners for environment, technol-
ogy, poet competition, in addition
to organising traditional games
tournaments.

Al Buraimi: In Al Buraimi Pub-
lic Park in the Wilayat of Al Burai-
mi, Eid Al-Adha activities were
organised by the Governor’s Office.

The events include activities
for different age groups, including
programmes on a designated stage,
competitions and prizes for chil-
dren and adults.

The events also include a num-
ber of theatrical performances and
performances by cartoon charac-
ters, in addition to a musical per-
formance.

The Director of the Awareness
and Events Department at the
Buraimi Governor’s Office, ex-
plained that the organisation and
preparation for these events took
place through communication
with various private entities to
achieve community participation.
-With ONA inputs

Sadah

Al Buraimi

Al Awabi
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State Department report
criticises US withdrawal
from Afghanistan in 2021

The decisions of both President Trump

and President Biden to end the US military

mission in Afghanistan had serious

consequences for the viahility of the Afghan

government and its security

WASHINGTON: Former Presi-
dent Donald Trump and Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s administrations
made mistakes before and after
the withdrawal of US forces from
Afghanistan in 2021, the US State
Department found in a report re-
leased on Friday.

“The decisions of both Presi-
dent Trump and President Biden
to end the US military mission in
Afghanistan had serious conse-

quences for the viability of the Af-
ghan government and its security,”
the review said.

The so-called Afghanistan After
Action Review report, requested
by Secretary of State Antony
Blinken, found their decision “pre-
sented significant challenges” to
the State Department.

The review said that “during
both administrations there was in-
sufficient senior-level considera-

tion of worst-case scenarios and
how quickly those might follow.”

State department

wasn’t prepared

Only 24 pages of a 85-page report
were made public, the rest re-
mained classified.

The were a lack of clear deci-
sion-making, an absence of cen-
tralised crisis management and
confusing public messaging, it
found.

It said there were shortcomings
in the management plan concern-
ing the Taliban.

It mentioned the department’s
failure to expand its crisis-man-
agement task force to combat the
Taliban forces and to appoint a
senior diplomat to “oversee all ele-
ments of the crisis response.”

Without naming, the report also
criticised Secretary of State An-
tony Blinken and said, “Naming a
7th floor principal ... would have
improved coordination across dif-

ferentlines of effort.”

White House report skipped
critical viewpoint

Biden was defiant when asked
on Friday if he would admit to
mistakes.

“Remember what I said about
Afghanistan? 1 said al-Qaida
would not be there,” Biden said.
“I said we’d get help from the
Taliban. What’s happening now?
What’s going on? Read your press.
Iwasright.”

In Aprilthe White House had
released a report summarising the
2021 US withdrawal from Afghan-
istan based on the State Depart-
ment’s review and a similar study
by the Pentagon.

The White House report had
defended the conduct of the rapid
exit of US troops from Afghani-
stan and had blamed the chaotic
withdrawal from Afghanistan on
Trump.
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209 Covid vaccine
damage claims in
German courts

BERLIN: The German state
could be held liable to pay out
compensation to plaintiffs over
coronavirus vaccines if their
claims are backed by courts, Ger-
many’s Welt am Sontag reported
on Saturday.

“There are currently 209 cases
of claims for damages against
COVID-19 vaccine producers
pending in courts,” the Health
Ministry told the paper.

State-provided compensation
is part of vaccine procurement
contracts that were signed by the
European Commission during
the COVID-19 pandemic. How-
ever, this will not apply if unex-
pected side-effects are found to
be caused by gross negligence or
failure to comply with manufac-
turing standards.

In June, the European Medi-
cines Agency (EMA) reaffirmed
the benefit of approved COV-
ID-19 vaccines, adding that the
were estimated to have saved
almost 20 million lives across
the world in the first year of the
pandemic.

It also said that there was a mi-
nor risk of heart inflammation is-
sues following vaccination with
Pfizer/BioNTech’s jab.

In January, a regional court
in Bavaria dismissed a woman’s

India’s dominance in
digital transactions
is our new identity,
says PM Modi

o

NEW DELHI: Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Saturday said that India’s domi-
nance in digital transactions has
become a new identity of the
country in the world and that it
needs to be incorporated into the
Cooperative sector as well.

“The government has pro-
moted Digital India, enabling
direct benefits to reach benefi-
ciaries directly. The aim is also
to eliminate the dependency on
cash transactions. India’s domi-
nance in digital transactions
has become our new identity in
the world. This also needs to be
incorporated in our Coopera-
tive sector,” PM Modi said. PM
Modi was addressing the 17th
Indian Cooperative Congress at
International Exhibition-cum-
Convention Centre (IECC) in the
national capital.

He said that in the last 4 years,
a direct transfer of Rs 2.5 lakh
crore has been made into farm-
ers’ bank accounts under the PM-
KISAN scheme without any mid-
dlemen interference.

“Now, crores of small farmers
are receiving benefits under the
PM-KISAN scheme without any
interference from middlemen.
In the last 4 years, a direct trans-

fer of Rs 2.5 lakh crore has been
made into the bank accounts
of farmers under this scheme,”
Modi added.

The PM further said that the
country has moved from less
than Rs 90,000 crore spent in
five years for the agriculture sec-
tor before 2014 to having a single
scheme, PM KISAN Samman
Nidhi, spending three times the
amount.

“Milk powder to butter to ghee,
our Indian produce is in demand
across the world. A new market
is being formed for our millets.
Our Shree Anna can be a great
opportunity to earn for our small
farmers,” PM said, adding that it’s
only because of the Indian gov-
ernment’s initiatives, this year is
being celebrated as the ‘Interna-
tional Year of Millets’.

The 17th Indian Cooperative
Congress is being organised on
July 1-2,2023.

Its objective is to discuss vari-
ous trends in the cooperative
movement, showcase best prac-
tices being adopted, deliberate
challenges being faced and chalk
out future policy direction for
the growth of India’s cooperative
movement.

— ANI

w

lawsuit against British firm As-
traZeneca. The woman had suf-
fered various health problems
which she claimed were caused
by the COVID-19 vaccine.

On Monday, the Rottweil Re-
gional Court will hear the case
of a man who claims to have suf-
fered damage to his vision after
having taken the BioNtech/Pfiz-
ervaccine.

BioNTech has called the
accusations baseless

The state’s position is putting
plaintiffs at a disadvantage, their
lawyers claim.

“The state is taking on a dou-
ble role in the COVID-19 pro-
ceedings which is problematic,”
lawyer Joachim César-Preller,
who is representing the man in
the Rottweil Regional Court,
was cited by Welt am Sonntag as
saying. —ow

48 people
killed in
Kenya road
crash: Report

NAIROBI: A total of 48 peo-
ple were killed when a truck
apparently lost control and
rammed into other vehicles and
pedestrians at a busy junction
in western Kenya, according to
media report.

“So far, we can confirm 48
dead and we are suspecting one
or two are still trapped under
the truck,” local police com-
mander Geoffrey Mayek said af-
ter the accident on the highway
between the towns of Kericho
and Nakuru on Friday night.

“Thirty people have been se-
riously injured and rushed to
various hospitals. The numbers
could be more but as of now we
are sure about 30,” he said.

Regional police commander
Tom Odera confirmed the death
toll stood at 48. Local media re-
ports said that heavy rains are
hindering rescue operations.

“We are suspecting a truck
which was being driven ... to-
wards Kericho lost control and
rammed into matatus [local
minibuses] that were packed at
a bus stop, running over those
matatus and injuring pas-
sengers and pedestrians who
were standing by the bus stop,”
Mayek said, as per Al Jazeera.

Peter Otieno, a driver, who
witnessed the accident said: “I
saw a speeding oncoming trail-
er. I swerved and escaped hit-
ting him head-on. The person
who was behind me thought I
wanted to buy something. He
overtook me and that is when he
was hit. The trailer went off the
road and hit other vehicles.”

— ANI
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POlice arreSt 1,000 Tenc{iﬁgogrjsr;ggmﬁment
people as protests
continue in France

Tender Invitation

The House of Expertise for Integrated Projects & Trading extends an invitation to
Experienced, Excellent, and First Grade Contractors to participate in the tender
process for the construction of Staff Accommodation at AlKhoud. The project
encompasses a full built-up area of approximately 4,000 square meters, and the

France’s Interior

selected bidder will assume the role of the main contractor.

The following are the tender purchase details:

Ministry said that -
_ Tender Deadline for Deadline for
2,560 fires had been No Tender Name | |ast day Tender Tender Tander
. : Documents Documents ce
reported on public Bifibacs S
roads, with 1,350 Construction of Thursday Sunday
cars burned, and LV2023/SSC/SA/T/01 Staff July 06,2023 | July 30, 2023
Accommodation | Notlater than | Notlater than
there had been 234 darme stations, it added. homicide and has been placed in 4 pm 12 pm
. . There was an explosion in the preliminary detention.
incidents of damage Old Port of Marseille on Friday On Friday, French Interior

or fire in buildings

PARIS: The protesters erected
barricades, lit fires and shot fire-
works at police in French streets
as tensions grew over the fatal
police shooting of a teenager that
has shocked the nation.

The police arrested nearly
1,000 people as the government
struggled to restore order on the
fourth day of unrest, according to
media report.

France’s Interior Ministry, on
Saturday, said that 994 people
have been detained. It also said
that 2,560 fires had been reported
on public roads, with 1,350 cars
burned, and there had been 234
incidents of damage or fire in
buildings. Seventy-nine police
and gendarmes were injured over
Friday night and there had been
58 attacks on police and gen-

Singapore records
highest number of
suicides in 20 years

SINGAPORE: Singapore re-
corded the highest number of
suicide cases in over 20 years,
Channel News Asia reported
citing the Samaritans of Singa-
pore (SOS) said on Saturday.

A total of 476 suicides were
reported last year. In 2022, the
number of suicides was a “con-
cerning rise” of 25.9 per cent
from the 378 reported in 2021,
SOS said in a release, citing
data from the Immigration and
Checkpoints Authority.

Family problems, employ-
ment and financial difficulties,
as well as romantic relation-
ships were the most frequently
presented problems by people

evening, according to BFMTYV,
butno casualties had been report-
ed. It also shared a video showing
damage to the Alcazar library in
Marseille which it said had been
vandalised during the night.

These developments take place
after the death of the teenager,
17, identified as Nal after being
stopped for a traffic violation in
the Paris suburb town of Nanterre
on Tuesday. The officer who is ac-
cused of shooting him was taken
to jail. Footage of the incident
filmed by a bystander showed two
officers standing on the driver’s
side of the car, one of whom fired
his gun at the driver despite not
appearing to be in any immediate
danger, according to CNN.

The officer has said he fired his
gun out of fear that the boy would
run someone over with the car,
according to Nanterre prosecutor
Pascal Prache.

The officer currently faces a
formal investigation for voluntary

Minister Gerald Darmanin an-
nounced the “exceptional” mo-
bilization of 45,000 police and
gendarmes to avoid a fourth
consecutive night of riots, CNN
reported.

Amid burning debris, “venge-
ance pour Nael” which translates
to “revenge for Nael” appeared
to be spray painted on a wall in
Nanterre with regards to the slain
teenager and using an alternative
spelling of his name, the report
said.

A bank was set on fire in Nan-
terre and 15 people were taken in
by police for questioning after a
march was carried out in memory
of the teenager became violent.
Protesters threw fireworks at po-
lice officers in Marseille, CNN re-
ported citing BFMTV. Six people
were taken by police for question-
ing after they took part in a pro-
test barred by authorities in Lille,
the regional authority in a Face-
book post, CNN reported. — anr

Interested bidders are to submit an official “Expression of Interest” letter to
the following email addresses, indicating their willingness to participate in the

said tender:

o To: Tender@linesandvisions.com

o Cc: rashid@sapsoman.edu.om

Interested bidders shall transfer the tender fee to the following bank account
and must attach the fee transfer receipt with the EOI letter and NO CASH will

be accepted:

o MEETHAQ Islamic Banking -Bank Account Number:

0614-50020449-000-1

HOUSE EXPERTISE AND INTEGRATED TRD PROJ

Full Tender Documents will be issued to the interested bidders via email as a
link (digital copy) and the bidder must acknowledge the receipt of the same.

Interested bidders will be requested to sign an NDA after purchasing the

tender
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Anincrease in suicides across
most age groups was reported,
particularly among the youth
and the elderly.

Asper CNA, theleading cause
of death for youths aged 10 to 29 x
for the fourth consecutive year -
about a third of all deaths in this i
age group were suicides. — ant -
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West Indies fail to qualify for

the World Cup for first time

The 13th edition

of the tournament
will be the first
without the two-time

champions after their
seven-wicket loss to

Scotland on Saturday

HARARE: Scotland stunned
two-time champions West Indies
by seven wickets in the ICC Men’s
Cricket World Cup Qualifier Su-
per Six match on Saturday to deny
the former heavyweights a chance
to compete in the forthcoming
World Cup in India in October-
November.

West Indies won the first two
editions of the men’s 50-over
‘World Cup in 1975 and 1979, and
were runners-up in 1983. The 13th
edition of the competition in India
will be the first without the team
from the Caribbean.

On Saturday, West Indies were
bundled out for 181 in 43.5 overs
before Scotland knocked off their
target with seven wickets and 39
balls to spare.

They slumped to 81-6 inside
21 overs against Scotland with
opener Johnson Charles and
No. 3 Shamarh Brooks dismissed
for ducks by Brandon McMullen
(3-32) and Kyle Mayers sent back
by Chris Sole (2-43) after being
bowled for just five.

Jason Holder (45) and Ro-
mario Shepherd (36) revived the
innings with a seventh-wicket
stand of 77 from 96 balls before the
Caribbean team lost their final
four wickets for 23 once Shepherd
fell to a superb one-handed catch
from Safyaan Sharif.

A superb 69 from Brandon Mc-
Mullen helped Scotland recover
from the loss of opener Chris Mc-
Bride off the very first ball of the
innings, with an unbeaten 74 from
Matthew Cross, his 10th half-
century in one-day international

cricket, seeing the Scots home in
cruise control. It was their first win
over the Windies in ODI history.
Scotland now have two matches to
play, against Netherlands and Zim-
babwe, in a bid to secure a top-two
spot in the Super Six group.

The Windies debacle

West Indies had to play the
World Cup Qualifier because
they finished ninth in the ODI
Super League, and only the top
eight teams gain direct entry to the

ten-team tournament.

West Indies were grouped with
Zimbabwe, Netherlands, USA and
Nepal in Group A of the Qualifier,
and the format of the tournament
was such that the top three teams
from each of the two groups made
it to the Super Six stage.

However, the teams that pro-
gressed would carry forward
points earned from their results
against the other teams that also
qualified from their group.

West Indies began the Qualifier

with victories against USA and Ne-
pal but then lost to Zimbabwe and
Netherlands. So while they quali-
fied for the Super Six, it meant they
took zero points into that round,
while Zimbabwe carried forward
four points and Netherlands two.
From Group B, Sri Lanka
qualified for the Super Six with
four points, Scotland with two,
and Oman with none. Oman had
defeated Ireland and the UAE in
the group stage but both failed
to advance. Zimbabwe and Sri

Lanka then won their first Super
Six matches, taking their tally to
six points each. It left West In-
dies needing to win all three of
their games - against Scotland, Sri
Lanka and Oman - to have achance
of catching up to Zimbabwe or Sri
Lanka.

But with the defeat to Scotland
on Saturday, the maximum West
Indies can get to is four points -
not enough for the top-two finish
needed for a World Cup ticket to
India. They will now be a notable
absentee in the subcontinent later
this year.

This setback is a continuation
of West Indies’ decline in the
limited-overs format.

They only just made it to
the 2019 ODI World Cup
in England, via the World
Cup Qualifiers, where they
sneaked into the final at the
expense of, coincidentally,
Scotland in a rain-hit game. They
then did not qualify for the Super
12 stage of the 2022 T20 World
Cup in Australia, after winning
just one (against Zimbabwe)
and losing two (to Scotland and
Ireland) of their group matches.

Two unbeaten sides

go head-to-head

A blockbuster battle in Bulawayo
headlines Sunday’s action as the
two sides currently occupying the
two qualification spots, Zimbabwe
and Sri Lanka, face off.

A public viewing and gather-
ing site has been set up in Harare
where fans can experience the ICC
Men’s Cricket World Cup Quali-
fier 2023 euphoria when Zimba-
bwe face Sri Lanka in a Super Six
match on Sunday.

Both sides are yet tolose amatch
in the Qualifier to date and the vic-
tor can take a big step towards
sealing their spot at the ICC Men’s
Cricket World Cup 2023.

In Harare, Nepal take on United
Arab Emirates in the second play-
off semi-final. The winner will
play Ireland in the 7th-place play-
off, with the beaten side to take on
USA in the 9th-place play-off.
Brief scores: West Indies 181
in 43.5 overs (Jason Holder 45,
Romario Shepherd 36; Brandon Mc-
Mullen 3-32, Mark Watt 2-25) lost
to Scotland 185/3 in 43.3 overs
(Matthew Cross 74*, McMullen 69).

(With inputs from icc-cricket.com)
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COFINANCE PROJECTS

Asian Development Bank’s (ADB)
financing partners committed

$11.4 billion to cofinance projects

in 2022 that boosted the resilience
of developing member countries in
Asia and the Pacific, according to the
Partnership Report 2022: Driving
Growth, Boosting Resilience.
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AGREEMENT FOR MINING

The Ministry of Energy and Minerals

'] signed a concession agreement in the

mining sector for the exploration and
mining of potash ore in concession area
No. 53-A in the swamp area of Umm
Assameem.

Renewed optimism witnesse

on Muscat Stock

The benchmark MSX
index recorded its
best monthly rise
during the current
year, rising 86 points
to end its trading at
4768 points, its hest
level since April 17

MUSCAT: The initiatives an-
nounced by the Muscat Stock Ex-
change (MSX) in cooperation with
the National Financial Sustain-
ability Programme and the Omani
Investment Authority (OIA) have
restored optimism on the MSX
which witnessed a consecutive
rise in the last five days of June
trading.

The benchmark MSX index re-
corded its best monthly rise during
the current year, rising 86 points
to end its trading at 4,768 points,
its best level since April 17.

On June 21,the MSX, in coopera-
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tion with the National Programme
for Financial Sustainability, an-
nounced six major initiatives. The
initiatives aim to improve public fi-
nances, prepare for industry trans-
formations, and support the private
financial sector.

These initiatives include market

representation, securities lending,
pooled trading accounts, company
market creation and governance
enhancements, in addition to the
OIA’s announcement of allocating
OMR100 million to support liquid-
ity in the stock exchange through
the Liquidity Fund Initiative.

The OIA said that the Liquidity
Fund initiative includes a portfo-
lio valued at 100 million Omani
riyals to support the initiatives of
the market maker and liquidity
provider on the Muscat Stock Ex-
change, explaining that the port-
folio will constitute a percentage

Broad money supply in Oman
tops OMRZ21 billion year-on-year

MUSCAT: The broad money sup-
ply in Oman witnessed a growth of
1.8 percent on an annual basis to
reach OMR21.1 billion at the end
of April 2023.

While narrow money supply
decreased by 0.9 percent, the in-
crease in cash in the broad money
was attributed to the increase in
quasi-cash by 2.8 percent, which
consists of the sum of savings de-
posits and time deposits in Omani
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Rials plus certificates of deposit is-
sued by banks, in addition to mar-
gin accounts and all deposits in
foreign currency with the banking
sector.

During the same period, cash
with the public decreased by 5.3
percent, while demand deposits
increased by 0.4 percent.

‘With regard to the interest rate
structure of conventional com-
mercial banks, the weighted av-

UNCTAD measures progress on
sustainable development goals,
shows impact of global crises

GENEVA: United Nations
Conference on Trade and De-
velopment (UNCTAD) released
the fifth edition of its annual
SDG Pulse, a global reference
for tracking progress towards
achieving the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals (SDGs) by 2030.

The data and analysis cover a
wide range of SDG indicators and
others relevant to trade, invest-
ment, financing for development,
debt, transport and technology.

This year, the report’s “In-Fo-
cus” section looks into the costs
of achieving the SDGs to identify
where financing is most needed
and to help better target efforts.

An online version allows peo-
ple to interact with the statistics,
charts and graphs.

The data shows that the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, the crisis in
Ukraine and the climate crises
are having a devastating effect on
progress towards the SDGs.

“We've reached the halfway

mark of the 2030 Agenda, and
multiple global crises are batter-
ing our economies, societies and
the planet,” said Anu Peltola, who
leads UNCTAD'’s statistics work.

“It’s more important than ever
for policymakers to have timely
and reliable data and analysis to
guide their decisions.”

About one in three countries
worldwide faces a high risk of
a fiscal crisis, with developing
countries bearing the heaviest
debt burden. The total external
debt for these nations was 15%
higher in 2022 than in 2019, be-
fore the pandemic hit. During the
past decade, their external debt
stocks have more than doubled to
an alarming $11.4 trillion.

Mounting public debt poses a
significant obstacle to develop-
ment and achieving the SDGs
because it undermines govern-
ments’ ability to invest in basic
services, such as health care and
education. -wam

Assets of Islamic banking
sector reach OMRG6.7 billion

MUSCAT: The total assets of
Islamic banks and windows
in the Sultanate of Oman
increased by 9.8 percent to
about OMR 6.7 billion at the
end of April 2023.

Data issued by the Central
Bank of Oman (CBO) indi-
cated that the total balance of
financing granted by the Sha-

erage interest rate on deposits in
Omani rials increased from 1.891
percent in April 2022 to 2.192 per-
cent in April 2023. The weighted
average interest rate on loans in
Omani rials decreased from 5.366
percent to 5469 percent during
the same period.

As for the average interest rates
in the interbank lending market
for one night, it recorded an in-

ria-compliant banking enti-
ties in Oman engaged in this
activity increased by 13.3 per-
cent to reach about OMR5.6
billion.

Deposits with  Islamic
banks and windows increased
by 11 percent to reach about
OMRS5 billion at the end of
April 2023. - ona

crease of 5.147 percent in April
2023, compared to 0.630 percent
in April 2022.

This came as a result of the in-
crease in the weighted average
interest rate on repurchase opera-
tions to reach 5,500 percent, com-
pared to 0.5 percent during the
same period last year, in line with
the policies of the US Federal Re-
Serve. - oNa

of the daily trading volume on the
stock exchange, and the agency
also affirmed its readiness to coop-
erate with companies that will op-
erate in Market making in the field
of attracting new investments and
liquidity to the Stock Exchange.

It is expected that this positive
atmosphere will be reflected in
the trading of the Muscat Stock
Exchange in July, at a time when
public joint stock companies will
announce their financial results
for the first half of this year.

These initiatives came at a time
when the national economy is wit-
nessing good growth with high gov-
ernment revenues and increased
government spending, which is
expected to reflect positively on
the public shareholding companies
listed on the stock exchange.

During June, the Muscat Stock
Exchange also benefited from the
positive disclosures regarding the
expected mergers and the entry of
strategic investors in some listed
companies, so the stock market
witnessed an increase in the pric-
es of 43 securities compared to 26
securities whose prices fell and 25
securities that stabilised at their
previous levels.

The sectoral indices recorded
an increase, except for the service
sector index, which declined by 6
points, while the financial sector

Exchange

index recorded the highest rise,
up 271 points, the industrial sec-
tor index rose 155 points, and the
Sharia index rose to 478 points, up
12 points.

The trading value decreased in
June to OMR52.8 million com-
pared to OMR59.6 million in May
and OMR1224 million in April
The number of deals executed de-
creased to 8,308 compared to about
14,000 in May and 11,000 in April.

This decline is due to the decline
in the number of trading days in
June to 18 days, compared to 23
days in May.

It is also because most of the
subscribers from the category of
small shareholders in Abraj En-
ergy Services Company sold their
shares, in addition to the fluctua-
tion in the trading value during the
month witnessed on June 14. The
highest trading value was record-
ed at OMR?7.3 million while June
12 saw the lowest trading value at
OMR1.1 million.

Omantel topped the most traded
companies in terms of turnover at
OMRY?7.2 million, representing 13.6
per cent of the total trading value.

The market value of the com-
panies listed on the Muscat
Stock Exchange rose at the end
of June’s trading to OMR23.9 bil-
lion, recording monthly gains of
OMR276.9 million. - ona

CBO

MUSCAT: The Central Bank of
Oman (CBO) raised OMR6 million
by way of allotting treasury bills for
amaturity period of 28 days.

The average accepted price
reached OMR99.665 for eve-
ry OMR100, and the mini-
mum accepted price arrived at
OMR99.665 per OMR100. The
average discount rate and the
average yield reached 4.36696
per cent and 4.38164 per cent, re-
spectively.

Treasury bills are short-term
highly secured financial instru-
ments issued by the Ministry
of Finance, and they provide li-
censed commercial banks the op-
portunity to invest their surplus
funds. The Central Bank of Oman

1Ssues treasury
bills worth OMR6mn

(CBO) acts as the Issue Manager
and provides the added advan-
tage of ready liquidity through
discounting and repurchase fa-
cilities (Repo).

It may be noted that the inter-
est rate on the Repo operations
with CBO is 5.75 per cent while
the discount rate on the Treasury
Bills Discounting Facility with
CBOis 6.25 per cent.

Furthermore, treasury bills
promote the local money market
by creating a benchmark yield
curve for short-term interest
rates. Additionally, the govern-
ment may also resort to this in-
strument whenever felt neces-
sary for financing its recurrent
expenditures. -ona

CMA signs MoU with Kazakhstan’s
Astana Financial Services Authority

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Capital Market
Authority (CMA) signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding (MoU)
with Astana Financial Services
Authority (AFSA) of the Republic
of Kazakhstan; which stems from
the CMA’s endeavours to enhance
cooperation frameworks with in-
ternational authorities to join the
efforts and exchange information.

This MoU is the basis of coop-
eration in the processes of regula-
tion and information exchange;
which enhances transparency and
supports efficiency of the financial
markets sectors in both countries.

The MoU was signed online
by Sheikh Abdullah bin Salim Al
Salmi, Executive President of the
CMA and Nurkhat Kushimov,
Chief Executive Officer of AFSA
with the attendance of several
directors and officials from both
parties.

This MoU represents a distinc-
tive partnership between CMA
and AFSA and sets anew direction
for cooperation that accomplishes
an important mutual benefit in the
fields of fintech, Islamic finance,

asset management, capital mar-
kets and financial culture.

The MoU also aims to consoli-
date efforts to enhance transpar-
ency level and sound transactions
in the financial markets through

cooperationinthefields of markets’
regulation, enforcement of laws
and regulations by regulated enti-
ties and prohibition of illegal prac-
tices, to support the efficiency of
the securities sector to be in prom-
ising prospects in both countries.

Moreover, the MoU aims at co-
ordinating the positions of both
parties in terms of their member-
ship in related international or-
ganisations and participation in
activities and events of such or-
ganisations in addition to specify-
ing the fields of technical support
to enhance the legal and regulatory
infrastructure of both countries
such as exchange of regulatory ex-
pertise, experts visits, exchange of
capital market- related research
and publications, qualification of
licensed persons which meets the
best standards and global direc-
tions and professional develop-
ment while ensuring the integrity
of transactions.
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Pact inked for potash
ore exploration, mining

By designating

\

vl

concession areas in

the mining sector, the

Ministry of Energy
and Minerals seeks to |
achieve several goals, \ I

U} f LA | 'l

{

bad Mining Resources Company.
By designating concession ar-
eas in the mining sector, the min-
istry seeks to achieve several goals,
namely overcoming difficulties in
the reception of requests, establish-
ing an integrated database for geo-
logical, geophysical and exploratory
surveys in all areas of Oman and
providing regular opportunities for
exploration and mining in Oman as

namely overcoming
difficulties in the

-

reception of requests,
establishing an MUSCAT: The Ministry of En-
ergy and Minerals signed a con-
cession agreement in the mining
sector for the exploration and
mining of potash ore in concession
area No. 53-A in the swamp area of
Umm Assameem.

The agreement was signed by
Eng. Salim bin Nasser Al Aufi, Min-
ister of Energy and Minerals, and
Nasser Al Araimi, Chairman of Sin-

integrated database
for geological,
geophysical and
exploratory surveys
in all areas of Oman

ADB’s partners
committed $11.4
billion to cofinance
projects in 2022

NEW DELHI: Fitch Ratings be-
lieves India’s resilient growth out-
look and easing input costs in the
financial year 2023-24 will coun-
ter the weakness in demand for

MANILA: Asian Development
Bank’s financing partners com-
mitted $11.4 billion to cofinance
projects in 2022 that boosted the
resilience of developing member
countries in Asia and the Pacific,
according to the Partnership
Report 2022: Driving Growth,
Boosting Resilience.

The report showcases how ADB
and its partners are helping devel-
oping member countries across
Asia and the Pacific recover from
the pandemic while enabling
them to face current and emerging
shocks, such as climate change, the
Russian invasion of Ukraine, and
the food and energy crises.

In 2022, 14 bilateral partners,
6 multilateral partners, 4 global
funds, and numerous private
sector and other partners sup-
ported ADB in helping countries
and communities transition
from vulnerability to resilience
through projects that helped de-
veloping members strengthen

trade and small businesses, pro-
vide cash support to those suffer-
ing from rising food inflation, and
promoting the use of technology
and digital innovations, among
others. Their contributions
reached $11.4 billion.

“Resilience is one of the four
pillars of ADB’s Strategy 2030
and is integrated into all aspects
of our development work. Our
partnerships enable significant
progress in promoting resil-
ience,” said Woochong Um, ADB
Managing Director General.

The 2022 Partnership Re-
port features stories and videos
on cofinanced projects, profiles
of financing partners and their
contributions, and updates on
ADB-managed trust funds. It il-
lustrates how financing partner-
ships are delivering concrete
impact on the ground, how they
are aligned with ADB operational
priorities, and how partnerships
amplify ADB’s operations. -wam
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its corporates - amid a somewhat

global slowdown and rising inter-

estrates.

“This will enable them (Indian
corporates) to continue raising
capex (capital expenditure) while

maintaining adequate rating head-
room,” Fitch said in a report titled

‘India Corporates: Sector Trends
1H23

It expects profit margins for
Indian corporates to improve by
around 220 basis points (or 2.2
in 2023-24,

costs.
India, Fitch noted, is one of the

fastest-growing countries glob-

ally, with GDP growth forecast at
6 per cent in 2023-24 (2022-23 at
7 per cent), despite fading post-
pandemic pent-up demand.

“The resilient economic growth

will drive cement and petroleum

product demand, with high fre-
quency datain 2023 so fartrending
above pre-pandemic levels. India’s
rising infrastructure spending will

=

%&‘n

well as protecting the sites of min-
eral ores from urban expansion.
The goals also include shifting
the ministry’s focus, efforts and
resources to minerals of high eco-
nomic value (metallic minerals),
attracting international companies
specialised in exploration and min-
ing, empowering the establishment
of mining industries and generat-
ing employment opportunities. - ona

Policymaking

has become more
data-intensive,
says RBI Governor

MUMBALI: Evidence and analy-
sis are core inputs in policy for-
mulation, Reserve Bank of India
Governor Shaktikanta Das said
on Friday and noted that poli-
cymaking and monitoring pro-
cesses have increasingly become
more data-intensive.

“A prerequisite of such (data)
analysis is the availability of time-
ly and credible data with the three
Cs of data quality -- completeness,
correctness and consistency,”
Das said at the 17th Statistics Day
Conference at RBI headquarters.

In recognition of the notable
contributions made by (late) Pro-
fessor Prasanta Chandra Ma-
halanobis in the field of statistics
and economic planning, the central
government has been celebrating
29th June, his birth anniversary, as
“Statistics Day” since 2007.

Celebration of National Sta-
tistics Day, Das said, provides
an opportunity for sensitising
the general public, especially the
younger minds, about the disci-

Sustained demand, easing cost pressure
to aid Indian corporates’ profit: Fitch

India is one of the fastest-growing countries globally,
with GDP growth forecast at 6 per cent in 2023-24
(2022-23 at 7 per cent), despite fading post-pandemic
pent-up demand, Fitch said in a report titled ‘India
Corporates: Sector Trends 1H23'

also boost steel demand,” the re-
port said.

However, it cautioned that the
slowing demand in the US and
the Eurozone will moderate sales
growth for the IT service sector.

It said the production boost
from easing supply chains and
healthy domestic demand will
mitigate export weakness for auto
suppliers. Monthly passenger-
vehicle and retail sales have risen
year-on-year for over 14 months as
of April 2023.

Travel and tourism industry
conditions will continue improv-
ingin 2023-24.

It also has a positive outlook for

the Indian telecom operators.

“We have an improving outlook
for Indian telcos, as continuous in-
dustry consolidation will support
profitability and balance-sheet
strength for the top-two telcos,”
it said, adding that operators’
monthly average revenue per user
will rise by 10-15 per cent in 2023.

Fitch expects India’s bank credit
growth to remain reasonably ro-
bust after 15.4 per cent growth in
2022-23.

“We believe that banks’ increas-
ing risk appetite amid efforts to
boost returns will support the fi-
nancial flexibility of Indian corpo-
rates,” it added. -an1

OETC organises voluntary
Initiative to visit children at SOGUH

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman Electricity
Transmission Company (OETC),
a member of Nama Group (NG),
organised a voluntary initiative
to visit the children at the Sul-
tan Qaboos University Hospital
(SQUH).

The initiative targeted 100
children from different sections
at SQUH with the participation
of a few of the company’s employ-
ees from various departments. It
translates the social responsibil-
ity commitment and achieves the
social sustainability goals of NG.
Besides, it aims to involve and en-
courage the employees to partici-
pate in various social initiatives
and activities, as well as empower
the community service and vol-
unteerism values in them and en-
hance their engagement with the
local community.

OETC organises and partici-
pates in different voluntary and
social initiatives and activities
in response to the local and in-
ternational communities’ needs
in various areas. Such activities
and initiatives include blood do-
nation campaigns, and environ-
mental campaigns and initiatives
including beach cleaning, tree
planting, participating in World
Earth Hour, and reducing the us-
age of one-time plastic products
to name a few.

Communication and Sustain-
ability Department Manager at
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OETC, Samira Salim Al-Mughai-
ri, affirmed the continuous efforts
and plan placed by the company
for sustainability and social re-
sponsibility purposes.

Furthermore, she emphasised
the company’s ongoing efforts
and solutions provided for the
society which aim to develop
the local community. She added,
“There are different current plans
undertaken by the company in the
areas of sustainability and social
responsibility. Additionally, there
are various projects which were
done previously along with other
futuristic projects which will be
announced later.”

It is worth mentioning that
OETC is the only company re-
sponsible for the transmission
and control of electricity in the
Sultanate of Oman’s network,
where electricity is transferred
from production stations to dis-
tributed load centres in all gov-
ernorates. The transmission net-
work operates at a voltage of 132
kV and above, to cover most of the
governorates in Oman, whether
in the north or the south. In ad-
dition, OETC manages the in-
terconnection lines between the
Sultanate of Oman and the Gulf
interconnection network with a
voltage of 220 kV.

pline of statistics.

The central bank governor not-
ed that RBI uses statistical meth-
ods in its core functions.

“The Reserve Bank follows lat-
est global prescriptions and best
practices, and pursues standardi-
sation across domains to gener-
ate consistent, comparable and
harmonised statistics.”

“We treat data as ‘public good’
and are disseminating increasing-
ly more data in the public domain
for use by analysts, researchers
and the general public,” he said,
adding RBI’s preference is for gen-
eral dissemination over meeting
individual requirements.

Speaking about the Covid-19
pandemic, he said the RBI’s re-
porting system ensured business
continuity, the flow of validated
information was seamless, the
‘work from home (WFH)’ envi-
ronment was actively supported,
and the public dissemination of
information went uninterrupted
during the lockdown period. -ant

Eurozone
inflation eases
slightly, falls to
5.5% 1in June

BRUSSELS: The eurozone
annual inflation rate dropped
slightly to 5.5 per cent in June,
down from 6.1 per cent the
month before, official data
showed Friday.

Despite the rate easing, the
European Central Bank is pro-
jected to continue with its con-
sistent interest rate hikes, with
another increase on the cards
in July.

Central banks in Europe, the
US and the UK are expected to
keep raising interest rates until
inflation is down to a 2 per cent
target, considered best for the
economy.

Energy costs dropped while
food prices increased, the EU
statistics showed.

Energy prices dropped 5.6
per cent after last year’s crisis,
while food price inflation was
up 117 per cent, easing from
12.5 per cent in May.

Core inflation, which is a
more accurate depiction of
longer-term price pressures,
rose from 5.3 per cent last
month to 5.4 per cent. -ow

Reportreveals
technologies
poised to impact
world mostin
nextfive years

TIANJIN: The World Econom-
ic Forum announced its annual
list of breakthrough technolo-
gies with the greatest potential
to make a positive impact on
the world. These include flex-
ible batteries, generative Al and
sustainable aviation fuel.

The technologies featured in
the Top 10 Emerging Technolo-
gies Report 2023, produced in
collaboration with Frontiers,
are chosen by a group of experts
against several criteria. In ad-
dition to promising major ben-
efits to societies and economies,
they must also be disruptive,
attractive to investors and re-
searchers, and expected to have
achieved considerable scale
within five years.

“New technologies have the
power to disrupt industries,
grow economies, improve lives
and safeguard the planet - if de-
signed, scaled and deployed re-
sponsibly,” said Jeremy Jurgens,
Managing Director, World Eco-
nomic Forum and Head of the
Centre for the Fourth Industrial
Revolution. “We hope that this
year’s report serves as a powerful
tool for business leaders and pol-
icy-makers to unlock the trans-
formative potential of emerging
technologies and shape their in-
clusive adoption.” -wam
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Obese

employees

might have a greater
loss of productivity
at work: Study

ACCORDING TO AN INDUSTRY-SUPPORTED STUDY AT ENDO 2023, THE

ENDOCRINE SOCIETY’S ANNUAL CONFERENCE IN CHICAGO, PEOPLE WITH
OBESITY MAY BE LESS PRODUCTIVE AT WORK OWING TO AN INCREASED RISK
OF SICKNESS, WHICH WOULD RAISE EXPENDITURES FOR COMPANIES.

SUNDAY, JULY 2,2023 | BS

besity is a signifi-

cant public health

issue affecting ap-

proximately 42%

of people in the

United States. Em-

ployees with over-

weight or obesity are more likely to

develop weight-related comorbidities

such as type 2 diabetes, hypertension,

sleep apnea, cardiovascular disease,

and cancer, which all contribute to

lower work productivity. “Employ-

ees with overweight and obesity may

have a higher loss of work productiv-

ity as measured by absenteeism, short

and long-term disability, and worker’s

compensation compared to employees

with normal weight,” said Clare J. Lee,

M.D., of Eli Lilly & Company in Indian-
apolis, Ind.

Co-author Shraddha Shinde M.B.A,

also of Eli Lilly & Company, added that,
“Given the substantial burden of over-
weight and obesity on employee health
and function that was demonstrated
by this study, employers should focus
on building tailored interventions that
could be beneficial in improving the
health of these individuals.”

The researchers evaluated 719,482
employees with and without obesity
in the MarketScan databases. They de-
termined the percentage of employees
with work loss, the number of hours/
days lost from work, and costs associ-
ated with productivity loss were higher
among people with overweight or obe-
sity. The loss of work productivity was
greater with each higher Body Mass
Index (BMI) category.

The researchers found costs associ-
ated with absenteeism, short and long-
term disability, and worker’s com-
pensation were $891, $623, $41, and
$112 higher per year (respectively) for
people with obesity compared to those
with normal weight. -ant

719,482

employees with and
without obesity in the
MarketScan databases.

Employees with over-
weight and obesity
may have a higher loss
of work productivity as
measured by absentee-
ism, short and long-
term disability, and
worker’s compensation
compared to employees
with normal weight,”
said Clare J. Lee, M.D,,
of Eli Lilly & Company
in Indianapolis, Ind.
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Verstappen clinches enthralling
Austrian Grand Prix sprint race

Double world
champion raced
away to a Red Bull
one-two at the
team’s home circuit

SPIELBERG: Double world
champion Max Verstappen ran
away with a Saturday sprint
race in a Red Bull one-two at the
Austrian Grand Prix to increase
his Formula One lead over
Mexican team-mate Sergio Perez
to 70 points.

Verstappen took the chequered
flag 21.048 seconds clear of Perez
in the 24 lap, 100km, standalone
race with Ferrari’s Carlos Sainz
finishing third. Aston Martin’s
Lance Stroll and Fernando Alon-
so finished fourth and fifth with
Nico Hulkenberg sixth for Haas,
Esteban Ocon seventh for Alpine
and George Russell bagging the
final point for Mercedes.

Verstappen took the win after a
first-lap squabble with team-mate
Perez. In wet conditions, Perez took
thelead from Verstappen at the first
corner and then edged the world
champion onto the grass after the
corner. But Verstappen made a pass
stick out of Turn Four and proceed
to motor away to another win.

There were frantic battles down
the field in a race that started on
a wet track and proceeded to dry
throughout. Verstappen expressed
his annoyance with Perez to the
team after the race, saying his move
out of Turn One was “really not OK”
and they “had to have a chat about it”.

Stroll led home Aston Mar-
tin team-mate Alonso for fourth
place, after saying over the radio to
the team that they “shouldn’t lose
too much time fighting”.

Haas driver Hulkenberg ben-
efited from the fight between the

Red Bulls on the first lap to move
into second for the first few laps of
the race and then drove well after
switching to intermediates at two-
thirds distance and charged back
up to finish sixth.

Ocon held on with his fading
intermediate tyres on the Al-
pine ahead of a Russell, who had
switched to slicks on his Mercedes
a lap before Hulkenberg and flew
back up from the back of the field
to take the final point in eighth.

Hulkenberg impressed through-
out the race, initially building a
lead over Perez when the track was
at its wettest before the Red Bull
came back at him. But after Russell
had switched to slicks, Hulkenberg
followed him in a lap later and set
about recovering positions, climb-
ing back up from 10th after his stop
to a strong sixth-place finish.

Lando Norris finished ninth
in the McLaren. Lewis Hamilton
switched to slicks, but could fight
back up only to 10th place. -agencies

Verstappen takes pole in qualifying

SPIELBERG: Red Bull F1
team driver Max Verstappen
took pole position in the Austri-
an Grand Prix qualifying on
Friday.

In the qualifying, Max
Verstappen defeated Ferrari
driver Charles Leclerc to take
the first position. Leclerc gave
Max Verstappen a tough fight,
but in the end, the Red Bull
driver prevailed.

Two-time world champion
Max Verstappen finished the
qualifying with a timing of
1:04.391 to hold the provisional

qualifying just 0.048s short of
Max Verstappen’s timing,.

Leclerc’s teammate, Carlos
Sainz finished third behind
his team-mate, with the Ital-
ian squad showing signs of
overcoming their early-season
struggles.

Lando Norris produced a
brilliant display to take fourth
in his upgraded McLaren,
finishing a place ahead of Lewis
Hamilton, who appeared to
maximise his Mercedes’ per-
formance as team-mate George
Russell also made a surprise

pole.

Leclerc kept the pressure on
Verstappen as he finished the

Q2 exit.
Lance Stroll out-qualified
team-mate Fernando Alonso

Neeraj wins gold with 87.66m throw

LAUSANNE: Star Indian javelin
thrower Neeraj Chopra clinched
the Lausanne Diamond League
2023 title with the best throw of
87.66 metres on Friday.

Neeraj was making a return
from an injury that had caused him
to miss some competitions after
his win at Diamond League 2023
event in Doha in May.

Neeraj looked alittle rusty in his
first attempt, which was deemed to
be invalid. Germany’s Julian Web-
ber took the lead with an 86.20m
throw. At the end of round one,
Neeraj was not even among the top
three athletes.

In his second attempt, Neeraj
achieved a throw of 83.52m. How-
ever, Julian was still in the lead
at the end of round two. Neeraj
showed improvement in his rank-
ing, climbing to number three.

Neeraj’s third attempt was
85.02m. With this throw, he
climbed to number two. At the end
of round three, he was at number
two. Julian still had the lead with
an 86.20m throw.

The Indian’s fourth attempt was
deemed to be invalid. However, at

Inter Milan sign
Marcus Thuram

MILAN: Inter Milan have
signed France winger Marcus
Thuram on a free transfer after
his contract with Bundesliga
side Borussia Monchenglad-
bach expired, BBC Sport report-
ed on Saturday.

Thuram, 25, is the son of for-
mer Barcelona and Juventus
defender Lillian, who won the
1998 World Cup with France.

The younger Thuram played
134 games for Monchenglad-
bach, scoring 44 goals in four
seasons with the German club.

Thuram moved to the Bun-
desliga from Ligue 1 side
Guingamp in 2019.

Thuram has made 10 interna-
tional appearances for France,
after making his senior debut
for Les Bleus against Finland in
November 2020. - Agencies

the end of round four, Neeraj was
still placed at number two.

Neeraj’s ‘golden arm’ did its
magic in the fifth attempt, achiev-
ing a throw of 87.66m. With this,
he climbed to the number one
position.

In the sixth attempt and final

India beat Iran to 1i:

BUSAN: India put up a stunning
performance to defeat Iran 42-32
in the final of the Asian Kabaddi
Championship 2023 at the Dong-
Eui Institute of Technology Seok-
dang Cultural Center in Busan, Re-
public of Korea, on Friday. This was
India’s eighth title in nine editions.

Indian captain Pawan Sehrawat
led from the front with a super 10.
In the opening five minutes of the
match, the Indian men’s kabaddi
team was down to Iran. However,
in the 10th minute of play, Iran
was forced to go all-out after a few
tackle points by the defence and
successful raids by Pawan Sehra-
wat and Aslam Inamdar.

As they gained momentum, the
Indian kabaddi team swiftly in-
creased their advantage while put-
ting up an outstanding all-around
performance. Iran received a few

one, Neeraj achieved a throw of
84.15m.

Neeraj won the title as Julian
slid to second with a best throw
of 87.03m. At third was Jakub Va-
dlech of the Czech Republic with
an 86.13m throw.

Union Sports Minister Anurag

easy bonus points against India,
the reigning champions, but in the
19th minute India inflicted a sec-
ond all-out on Iran.

India held a 23-11 advantage go-
ing into the second half. However,

Mohammadreza Shadloui Chi-
yaneh, the captain of Iran, assisted
in inflicting the first all-out on In-
dia in the 29th minute with a two-

Thakur congratulated Neeraj on
his title win at the Lausanne Dia-
mond League.

He also lauded the efforts of long
jump athlete Sreeshankar who fin-
ished fifth in the event with a leap
of 7.88m.

Thakur on his Twitter handle
wrote, “Neeraj is back with a bang
‘With a massive throw of 87.66m in
his 5th attempt, @Neeraj_chopral
dominates yet another Diamond
League event finishing on position
in Men’s Javelin Throw event at
#LausanneDL. Phenomenal ef-
fort by our #TOPScheme athlete
to make a blockbuster comeback
after a muscle injury and make
proud again Congratulations,
Champion!”

Thakur wrote for Sreeshankar,
“Kudos to #TOPScheme athlete
(@SreeshankarM on an impres-
sive 5th place finish in the men’s
long jump event at #LausanneDL
showcasing the best leap of 7.88m!
Your incredible effort speaks
volumes about your talent and
determination. Keep shining and
blazing new trails; the best is yet to
come!” - ant

t Bth title

point raid and a super raid.

With two minutes remaining,
Iran cut the lead to 38-31, causing
the game to get tense, but India
held on to scrape out a 42-32 vic-
tory.

Earlier in the day, India had
beaten Hong Kong 64-20 to end
the league stage of the tournament
undefeated. - amt

for just the second time this
season as the Aston Martin
duo finished sixth and seventh
respectively.

Nico Hulkenberg made it
through to Q3 for a third suc-
cessive race as he took eighth
for Haas, while Alpine’s Pierre
Gasly and Williams’ Alex Albon
rounded out the top 10.

Red Bull’s Sergio Perez failed
to make the top 10 for a fourth
straight race.

The Mexican repeatedly fell
foul of restrictions on track
limits and had a series of laps
deleted for running too wide at
Turns Nine and 10 and will line
up 15th. - Agencies

Australia in command
against England

LONDON: Opener Usman
Khawaja continued his purple
patch and stitched valuable part-
nerships with David Warner and
Marnus Labuschagne to take Aus-
tralia’s lead beyond 200 runs at
the end of rain-affected day three
of the second Ashes Test against
England at Lord’s on Friday.

At the end of day three, Aus-
tralia were at 130/2, with Khawaja
(58*) and Steve Smith (6*) unbeat-
en after the visitors reached the
100-run mark in 35.3 overs.

Spanking Stuart Broad to the
fence, Khawaja also brought up
his 23rd Test fifty in 105 balls.
This was also his second fifty of
the series, besides a century.

Labuschagne and Khawaja took
Australia’s lead past 200 runs.

James Anderson got his
first wicket, sending back La-
buschagne for 30 off 51 balls,
bringing an end to the 60-run
stand. Rain delayed action after
a while, with Australia at 130/2,
with Khawaja and Smith stand-
ing unbeaten. The session ended
without any further play.

Earlier, a half-century partner-
ship between Warner and Kha-
wajahelped Australia extend their
lead beyond 150 runs at the end of
the second session on Day 3.

Warner and Khawaja gave
Australia a great start, with the
visitors at 50/0 in the 21st over.

In the 24th over, Josh Tongue
got a breakthrough for the hosts,
sending back Warner for 25 runs
off 75. With Australia at 63/1 at
that point, the hosts sensed an
opportunity to squeeze the hosts
and prise out more wickets.

Earlier, outstanding bowling

by Australian speedsters, led by
Mitchell Starc’s 3/88, hurt Eng-
land’s chances of overhauling
the visitors’ score. Regular loss
of wickets saw England collapse
from a commanding position as
they trailed the visitors by over
100 runs at the end of the first
session on Friday.

England started the first ses-
sion at 278/4, with Harry Brook
(45*) and skipper Ben Stokes
@7*). The hosts did not have a
good start as they lost their skip-
per for 17 onthe day’s second ball.
England were 279/5 at that point.

Jonny Bairstow was next up
onthe crease and declared his in-
tentions with a boundary. Harry
Brook also reached his fourth
Test fifty in 63 balls.

Starc once again struck for
Australia. This time, he trapped
Brook for 50 runs off 68 balls.
Skipper Pat Cummins caught
him at deep extra cover.

England needed Bairstow to
stick around if they wanted a
chance at getting a lead. But he
was dismissed for 16 off 36 balls
by Josh Hazlewood.

The lower order consisting of
Ollie Robinson, and Stuart Broad
tried to cut the deficit with some
solid hits. But they could not last
long either as they fell to Travis
Head’s part-time spin for nine
and 12 respectively. England was
bundled out for 325 in 76.2 overs.
Brief scores: Australia 416
and 130/2 (Usman Khawaja 58,
Marnus Labuschagne 30, Josh
Tongue 1/21) vs England 1st
innings 325 (Ben Duckett 98,
Harry Brook 50; Mitchell Starc
3/88). -am
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Uruguay drought: Capital
hit by water shortages

Montevideo is experiencing its worst drought

in over 70 years. The situation is being

worsened by locals hoarding water supplies. M

URUGUAY was the first country
in the world to enshrine the right
to clean drinking water in its con-
stitution in 2004. Now, it seems,
it’s reliant on divine intervention
to fulfill this pledge. Montevideo
archbishop Daniel Sturla recently
tweeted: “Our God, we pray that
You grant us the necessary rain.”

While many in Uruguay’s capi-
tal Montevideo, a metropolis of
1.3 million people, thanked the
Church for its efforts, others said
they doubted that God even fol-
lows Twitter.

In any case, only a few rain-
drops fell from the sky in recent
days because the La Nina weather
phenomenon is increasingly turn-
ing Uruguay, and the capital espe-
cially, into a desert.

Empty reservoir

“Wehad atwo-year drought, which
was superseded by an extreme
droughtin thelast few months,” bi-
ologist and environmental expert
Mariana Meerhoff told DW. “It is
an absolutely exceptional situa-
tion for Uruguay.”

She says the country is see-
ing a record drop in precipitation.
“We’ve never had so little rain,”
Meerhoff says. “The situation in
Montevideo is so dramatic be-
cause, of course, a lot of people de-
pend on drinking water.”

Montevideo and the greater
metropolitan area, where more
than half of Uruguay’s popula-
tion live, is slowly running out of

What are reparations?

ACCORDING TO international
law, reparations are payments
made by a state to compensate for
aviolation of said legislation, for in-
stance when illegal attacks or war
crimes are committed. For centu-
ries, parties who emerged victori-
ous from wars were often in a posi-
tion to assign blame to those who
had caused the war in the first place
— regardless of whether it had been
fought to fend off an aggressor, or
waged as a war of aggression.

UN charter

All that changed after World War
II, when wars of aggression were
outlawed by the charter of the
newly established United Na-
tions. It is only since then that a
comprehensive ban on the use
of force has been in effect. In the
era that followed, many came to
realise that it can often take years
for the true causes of conflicts to
emerge. And that injustices can
never be remedied unless perpe-
trators take responsibility.

After World War I, the Ver-
sailles Peace Treaty obliged the
German Reich to pay 20 billion
gold marks in reparations, which
today would be equivalent to
about €100 billion ($109,5 bil-
lion). In addition, the German
Reich had to hand over 90% of
its merchant fleet. Later, the vic-
tors demanded yet more money.
Ultimately, an agreement was
reached setting out 132 billion
gold marks in reparations, which
had to be repaid with interest.
Germany made its final repara-
tions payment in 2010.

World War II reparations
After World War II, Germany was
again forced by the victors to pay
reparations. Unlike World War I
and the Treaty of Versailles, how-
ever, this time, there was no peace
treaty. Above all, the US, France
and England were interested in
strengthening rather than weak-
ening West Germany, which they
needed as a buffer state against
the Soviet sphere of influence.
The Cold War had begun.

Instead of focusing on financial
reparations from Germany, the
victors dismantled key industrial
plants, shipping them home. At the
London Debt Conference of 1953,

precious drinking water. Its most
important water source, the Paso
Severino reservoir located north of
Montevideo, is nearly completely
empty and currently only holds 3%
of its normal capacity.

Uruguay’s President Luis La-
calle Pou has declared a water
emergency for Montevideo and
the wider metropolitan area. For
the time being, bottled water is
now exempt from taxes. Uruguay’s
poor, who are especially hard-hit
in these tough times, will receive
two liters of water (about half a
gallon)sai per day free of charge.

Six-litre canisters of drink-
ing water sold in supermarkets
have become highly sought-after
and are also being carted in from
other parts of the country. Three
times more water bottles are be-
ing sold in Uruguay than usual.
This is partly due to hoarding, not
dissimilar to the early days of the
pandemic around the globe.

Politicians slow to act
“Politicians have reacted far too
late to this situation, even though
the scientific community has been
warning of Uruguay’s drinking wa-
ter problem for almost three dec-
ades,” says Meerhoff. “They refuse
to acknowledge how dramatic the
drinking water situation really is.”
Meerhoff says “water crises like
this will increase in the future and
become even more severe.”

In Montevideo, which once
boasted some of the best munici-

The US state of California

is considering paying
reparations to descendants
of slaves, thereby marking
a turning point in American
history. What other
examples have there been
of reparations in the past?

German negotiator Hermann Jo-
sef Abs achieved a sustainable re-
duction of Germany’s reparation
debt. The initial sum of 29.3 billion
marks was reduced to 14.8 billion,
with the US in particular gener-
ously waiving repayments.

Poland and Greece, who were
not involved in these negotia-
tions, however, are still demand-
ing considerable reparation pay-
ments from Germany to this day.
Poland alone is seeking €1.3 tril-
lion in reparations, which Ger-
many rejects.

The Vietnam war

To this day, the US refuse to pay
reparations, or any other form of
compensation, relating to the Vi-
etnam war. Worse still, in 1993,
Vietnam’s government was forced
to assume the debt of the former
South Vietnam to obtain loans
and have a US embargo lifted.

Dioxin residue
In 2007, however, the US did
grant $400,000 to clean up dioxin

the 1990 Gulf War. The United

August 2, 1990, the Iraqi army

vened and forced Iraq to retreat.

their human rights abuses, who

pal water in South America, not
even 50% of households open
their taps anymore, surveys show.
The reason is that anyone who
takes a sip will likely feel like they
are drinking water from the At-
lantic Ocean. The pitiful remains
from the reservoir have been

mixed with water from the pes-
ticide-contaminated River Plate.
River and seawater mix in the
estuary of the Rio Parana and Rio
Uruguay streams, leading to anin-
creased chlorine and salt content
in Montevideo’s municipal wa-
ter, far exceeding World Health

Organization thresholds.

Uruguay’s water emergency
has therefore escalated into a po-
litical crisis, sparking street pro-
tests. Environmental protection
group Redes - Amigos de la Tier-
ra blames the dire situation on
“plundering.” It says that cellulose
factories, rice-growing companies
and soy farmers consume vast
amounts of water without having
to pay a single peso.

Agriculture and
industry to blame?
“Almost 80% of our freshwater
goes to the agricultural and forest-
ry sector, so we can certainly say
water resource exploitation is very
high in Uruguay,” says Meerhoff.
“Because so much water is used in
industry, the amount for water for
personal use and nature is obvi-
ously very limited.”

Montevideo  hospitals and
schools now receive drinking

water from two wells in the city
center, which were rapidly built
because of the water shortage.
Another reservoir near Montevi-
deo has been in the works for six
months. And the repair of the city’s
old leaky pipes, which often lose a
significant amount of water, should
soon be on politicians’ to-do list.

Unfortunately, many of these
measures are only a drop in the
ocean. What Uruguay needs -
along with many countries and
cities around the world - is water
long-term strategy. “What is hap-
pening here in Montevideo can
happen in any city in the world,”
says environmental expert Meer-
hoff. “It has happened before a few
years ago in Cape Town, South
Africa, and Curitiba, Brazil when
extreme drought left people with-
out drinking water — with cli-
mate change, such scenarios are
becoming more and more likely
around the world.” -ow

residue in the former war zone. In
May 2009, former US President
Barack Obama increased US aid
to Vietnam from $3 to $6 million
dollars. Claims submitted by Vi-
etnamese cancer patients were,
however, rejected by US courts.

Iraq and Kuwait
It took until February 2022 for
Iraq to pay off its war debt from

Nations reported that Irag had
paid out a total of $50 billion. On

had invaded neighboring Kuwait.
Then-Iraqgi strongman Saddam
Hussein declared Kuwait a prov-
ince of his country. But an inter-
national force led by the US inter-

Germany’s colonial legacy

Between 1884 and 1915, the Ger-
man Empire ruled over what is
present-day Namibia. Locals re-
sisted the German colonizers and

in turn used immense brutality to
suppress their subjects. Germa-
ny’s campaign of cruelty culminat-
ed in the war against the Herero
and Nama peoples between 1904
and 1908, which led to an esti-
mated 100,000 deaths. Herero and
Nama were murdered by German
troops, dying of thirst in the desert
or in concentration camps.

After long decades in which
Germany did not want to accept
blame for the deaths, an initial
agreement was reached in 2021:
Germany acknowledged the gen-
ocide, apologised and agreed to
provide €1.1billion in reconstruc-
tion aid. But to this day, neither
government has signed the agree-

ment. -ow
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be’ah takes proactive measures
to address waste during Eid

The waste
management plans
focused on serving all
governorates in the

Sultanate of Oman

MUSCAT: be’ah, Oman Environ-
mental Services Holding Company,
said that the company had placed
specific strategies to deal with the
increasing amount of waste pro-
duced during the Eid holidays.

The waste management plans
focused on serving all governo-
rates in the Sultanate of Oman. In
accordance with environmental,
health and safety standards, be’ah
safely disposed of slaughter waste
by transferring it to engineering
landfills.

To manage the expected signifi-
cant amount of slaughter waste,
be’ah provided large-sized bins for
slaughter waste in specific areas
that have a large population den-
sity. To raise awareness, the com-
pany shared the locations of these
bins on its social media platforms.
In addition, the company strength-
ened its efforts to transfer waste to
engineering landfills daily during
the Eid holidays.

It is worth noting that during
the Eid period, in particular, the
quantities of municipal waste in-
creased. Exceeding the quantities
produced during normal days. In
addition, Eid waste also consists of
slaughtered animals which must
be disposed of quickly and prop-
erly to avoid harmful impacts on
the environment. Unfortunately,
the habit of random dumping of
waste on roads and open areas is
still prevalent and poses a great
risk to the environment.

be’ah called on all citizens and

Malabar
bags

MUSCAT: Malabar Gold & Dia-
monds, the 6th largest jewellery
retailer globally with a strong re-
tail network of over 320 outlets
spread across 11 countries re-
ceived Bank Muscat Award for the
sixth consecutive year.

The company got the award in
the category ‘Jewellery for the
year 2022’. The company has re-
ceived Bank Muscat Award in the
years 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018 and
2021 as well. Najeeb K, Regional
Head - Malabar Gold & Diamonds,
received the award from Sheikh
‘Waleed Al Hashar, Chief Executive
Officer- Bank Muscat in the pres-
ence of Udesh P T, Branch Manag-
er -Malabar Gold & Diamonds and
other officials from Bank Muscat
during a ceremony held on June
20 at the Kempinski Hotel.

Bank Muscat hosts the event to
honour, recognise and celebrate
the success of their top merchants.

“We are extremely happy to re-
ceive the ‘Bank Muscat Award’ for
the 6th time in a row. At Malabar
Gold & Diamonds, we have prior-
itized exquisitely crafted jewel-
lery and unparalleled service to
provide our customers with an im-
mersive and enjoyable jewellery
shopping experience. This award
is a humble recognition from our
loyal customers. We dedicate this
inspiring triumph to our millions

residents to take proper measures
when disposing of slaughter waste.
It is important to place slaugh-
ter waste in garbage bags, tightly
closing them, and placing them in
bins designated for slaughtered
animals. Furthermore, it is recom-
mended that barbecue and grill
waste are placed in airtight bags
after making sure that the coals
are completely extinguished. Af-
terwards, the waste should be
placed in bins nearby.

The company confirmed that
it provides its services through
be’ah’s call centre on the number
(1881) if there are any comments
or services that fall under the
be’ah’s responsibilities.

Gold &

of satisfied customers, team mem-
bers and investors, for their unwa-
vering and continued support over
theyears,” said Najeeb K - Regional
Head - Malabar Gold & Diamonds,
speaking on the occasion.

Since its inception in 1993, Ma-
labar Gold & Diamonds has de-
veloped a strong retail presence
in India, the Middle East, the Far
East, the USA and the UK, with a
network of 320 outlets across 11
countries. With an annual turnover
of $5.2 billion, the company today
ranks as the 6th largest jewellery
retailer globally. Malabar Gold &
Diamonds has always kept custom-
er-first as the principal attitude in
all its steps taken and takes efforts
at satisfying the discerning needs

lamonds
ank Muscat award

of its multinational and multicul-
tural customers by incorporating
diverse tastes in the splendid jew-
ellery designs that they showcase.
Malabar Group offers exquisite and
stunning jewellery as a part of vari-
ous brands presented at Malabar
Gold & Diamonds’ namely Mine
- Diamonds Unlimited, Ethnix -
Handcrafted Designer Jewellery,
Era - Uncut Diamond Jewellery,
Divine- Indian Heritage Jewellery,
Precia - Gem Jewellery and Starlet
- Kids Jewellery.

Malabar Gold & Diamonds cur-
rently operates 16 showrooms
across Oman at Ruwi, Baushar,
Seeb, Barka, Salalah, Sohar, Muth-
ra Souk, Nizwa, Ibri, Al Bandar and
Al Khoud.

BIG organises session on
speclal assays in immunology

MUSCAT: Business International
Group (BIG), the leading provider
of comprehensive diagnostic solu-
tions, recently hosted a highly suc-
cessful scientific session focused
on special assays in immunology.

The event showcased cutting-
edge technology and innovation
in the field, further emphasising
BIG’s commitment to advancing
clinical diagnostics, molecular
testing, and genetic analysis.

The scientific session com-
menced with an introduction
by Askar Ali, Senior Divisional
Manager at BIG. In his opening
speech, Askar Ali highlighted the
company’s dedication to deliver-
ing superior diagnostic solutions.
He emphasised BIG’s extensive
proficiency and experience in
partnering with healthcare pro-
viders to establish state-of-the-
art laboratories. His address set
the stage for an enlightening
session focused on the advance-
ments and opportunities in the
field of immunology.

Askar Ali went on to highlight
the strategic partnership between
BIG and SNIBE, stressing its sig-
nificance in strengthening BIG’s
immunology and biochemistry
offerings. He mentioned that the
collaboration with SNIBE will
enhance the company’s capabili-
ties in CLIA technology and ex-
pand the product range available

for infectious disease testing, au-
toimmune disorders, fertility as-
sessments, and other special im-
munology assays.

BIGisatotal solutions provider
for laboratory setup, offering ser-
vices such as lab design, consul-
tation, and supply of laboratory
furniture as well as various end-
to-end equipment solutions. Fur-
thermore, BIG’s expertise extends
to software solutions for efficient
laboratory management, ensur-
ing seamless integration and
data analysis. The company also
provides comprehensive train-
ing programs and excellent after-
sales support to assist healthcare
providers in maximising the po-
tential of their laboratory opera-
tions, Askar Ali explained.

As the session moderator, Gha-

dah Al Mahrooqi, Biomedical
Engineer at BIG commenced the
event by welcoming the audience
and setting the tone for an engag-
ing and informative gathering.

One of the key highlights of the
event was the presentation by
Shabeer Al Lawati, Business De-
velopment Consultant at SNIBE,
who provided a comprehensive
overview of the SNIBE product
lines. He demonstrated how these
cutting-edge solutions facilitate
total lab automation, enabling
laboratories to streamline their
workflow and enhance efficiency.
His presentation showcased the
technological prowess of SNIBE’s
offerings and how they align with
BIG’s commitment to delivering
innovative solutions to health-
care providers.
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