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Shaddad al Musalmy

Muscat

Oman has reserved 200,000

doses of the single-shot Johnson

& Johnson vaccine, which will

help boost the vaccination cam-

paign in Oman, according to H E

Dr Ahmed bin Mohammed al

Sa'eedi, Minister of Health. 

The US FDA advisory panel

endorsed Johnson & Johnson’s

coronavirus vaccine for emer-

gency use on Friday, a critical

step paving the way to distribute

the third vaccine - after Pfizer and

Moderna - in the US soon.

A third vaccine is also seen as

a vital step to ramp up the immu-

nisation drive in Oman. “Every-

one can rest assured that the

sultanate will not take any step

without first making sure of the

safety and efficacy of any vaccine

imported,” H E Dr Saeedi said.

“Vaccination reduces disease,

number of hospitalisations, com-

plications and deaths. Some peo-

ple still do not trust the

Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine and

insist on receiving the Pfizer-

BioNTech vaccine. Many people

have so far relied on social media

rumours on vaccines,” he added.

H E Dr Sa'eedi said that private

healthcare institutions will also

receive their share of vaccines as

soon as there are enough doses.

“Once we expand the immunisa-

tion drive after receiving ade-

quate numbers, we will also

distribute doses to the private

sector,” he said, adding that indi-

viduals older than 60 will be im-

munised starting this week. The

earlier campaign targeted per-

sons aged 65 and older irrespec-

tive of health status. 

Meanwhile, a health passport

for COVID-19 among the GCC

states is under discussion, ac-

cording to Dr Saif bin Salim al

Abri, director general of Disease

Surveillance and Control in MoH. 

A vaccination passport is a

document that proves the holder

is vaccinated against COVID-19.

“A study is under way for a

COVID-19 health passport proj-

ect that will allow GCC travellers

to travel freely without any ob-

stacles for those who have been

vaccinated. In a week’s time, the

initiative will be launched,” Dr

Abri said on Thursday, adding

that institutional isolation is cur-

rently compulsory for those who

have taken the vaccine. 

The MoH is planning to vacci-

nate 60 per cent of the popula-

tion soon. “The main goal

currently, however, is to vacci-

nate 20 per cent of the target

groups,” Dr Abri said.

Dr Salem Hamdan Salem al

Tamimi, senior consultant pedia-

trician, clinical immunologist and

allergist at Sultan Qaboos Uni-

versity Hospital, said, “No serious

complications have been re-

ported among those vaccinated.

Any vaccine with an efficacy of

more than 50 per cent is consid-

ered acceptable by the World

Health Organization.”

Oman’s soft power enhanced
by its swift COVID-19 response 
Our Correspondent 

Muscat

Oman’s response to COVID-19

and governance have been

recognised as key drivers in

bringing recognition to the coun-

try in the international arena. The

Global Soft Power Index 2021

compiled by Brand Finance, the

world’s leading brand valuation

consultancy, ranks Oman eighth

in the Middle East and North

Africa (MENA) region and 51st

globally with a score of 33.6 out

of 100. 

Soft power is defined as a na-

tion’s ability to influence the

preferences and behaviours of

various actors in the interna-

tional arena (states, corpora-

tions, communities, the public

etc) through attraction or per-

suasion rather than coercion.

Although Oman is ranked 51st

globally, the sultanate has 

performed well in categories like

COVID-19 Response (28th global

rank), Governance (32nd), 

International Relations (36th),

Business and Trade (37th), Rep-

utation (42nd) and Educating and

Science (43rd) among others. 

Fifteen countries from MENA

feature in the Global Soft Power

Index 2021, and those that fea-

tured on the list last year have all

seen their scores improve: the

UAE (up 2.4 points), Saudi Ara-

bia (up 2.3 points), Qatar (up 3.8

points), Egypt (up 3.5 points),

Iran (up 0.4 points), Algeria (up

1.3 points) and Iraq (up 2.5

points). Oman was not included

in the 2020 index. 

The UAE is the region’s high-

est ranked nation with an overall

index score of 48.4 out of 100; it

has inched up the index to 17th

globally. 

The country celebrates signif-

icantly improved scores across

the Governance (18th), Education

& Science (19th) and People &

Values (24th) categories, record-

ing the greatest increase in Gov-

ernance to be among the top 20

countries (up 0.8 points), as per-

ceptions of its political stability

improve. The UAE’s neighbours

– Qatar and Saudi Arabia – have

also celebrated marked improve-

ments in Governance, with sig-

nificant jumps in positive

perceptions of their leaders, as

well as views of being safe and

secure nations. 

David Haigh, CEO of Brand Fi-

nance, said, “As the UAE ap-

proaches its 50th birthday in

December, it continues to flour-

ish and showcase its impressive

growth trajectory, reflected in its

13th rank for future growth poten-

tial among the general public.

The successful Emirates Mars

Mission is a clear example of the

nation punching above its

weight. Entering the race with

global heavyweights China and

the US also forms an integral part

of the nation’s journey to diver-

sify its economy with sights set

on long-term growth.”

Despite being this year’s

fastest-falling nation in the 2021

index, the US still managed to re-

tain its position in the top ten

ranking nations overall, with a

Global Soft Power score of 55.9

out of 100. 

Germany claims top spot,

while New Zealand, hailed as a

global success story in response

to COVID-19, is the fastest-im-

proving country in ranking,

climbing up to 16th. 

Japan is the top-performing

Asian nation and second overall,

followed by the UK, Canada,

Switzerland, US, France, China,

Sweden and Australia. 

Our Correspondent

Muscat

A large number of fake hotel

reservations have been detected

among travellers arriving in

Oman, according to Hamoud bin

Mohammed al Mundhiri,

spokesman of the Ministry of So-

cial Development’s Relief and

Shelter Sector.

“Everyone who enters Oman

through land borders or airports

must register and wear the elec-

tronic tracking bracelet. The sec-

ond stage begins by heading for

the hotel chosen for institutional

quarantine. A large number of vi-

olations of furnishing fictitious

hotel bookings have been de-

tected. Violators’ data have been

recorded,” Mundhiri said. 

He informed that the Relief

and Shelter Sector has contacted

the concerned authorities to ver-

ify hotel bookings and site of iso-

lation. “Travellers are visited at

the isolation centre for verifica-

tion if necessary. Violators are re-

ferred to the police for necessary

action,” Mundhiri said.

Airlines are required to pro-

vide a list of passengers entering

the sultanate to facilitate the in-

stitutional quarantine process,

which is based on a decision of

the Supreme Committee, accord-

ing to H E Rashid al Shamsi, Un-

dersecretary in the Ministry of

Social Development. 

“Health isolation in Oman has

passed through several stages.

The Relief and Shelter Sector is

coordinating the process with the

concerned authorities. Whoever

has been asked to isolate must do

so and not expose himself to legal

action,” H E Shamsi said. 

He informed that requests

were received from private sector

organisations for institutional

quarantine of staff in company

accommodation which were

granted following necessary pro-

cedures in coordination with con-

cerned authorities. 

“In the event of any violation,

necessary action will be taken in

cooperation with the Royal Oman

Police. Violators will be contacted

to find out the reason for non-

compliance,” H E Shamsi said. 

The ministry has opened three

phone lines - 24994267,

24994266 and 24994266 – for

enquiries and to report violations

of institutional quarantine.

“Whoever has been directed

to isolate, must do so or risk legal

action. Efforts are currently un-

derway to install devices in malls

to ensure compliance with the

procedures of the Supreme com-

mittee,” H E Shamsi said. 

Cases of fake hotel 

reservations for   

isolation detected

FRENZY BY THE SEA

Mornings at the picturesque Muttrah Corniche aren’t complete without a visit to the famed fish market. As day breaks, Muttrah Corniche and the

fish market stir to life with the arrival of boats laden with fish with the day’s catch. Juma al Wahaibi is in the thick of the action every day. He has

been volunteering as auctioneer and serving the fishing community for close to ten years. “I do it for the community. I feel happy supporting our

fishermen folk and keeping a tradition alive," Wahaibi said (Syed Fasiuddin/Muscat Daily)
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Oman reserves 200,000
Johnson & Johnson doses

United States set to approve J&J vaccine
Washington, United States - A

US panel on Friday recom-

mended Johnson & Johnson's

one-dose COVID-19 shot for

emergency approval. 

The United States is the

world's hardest-hit country, and

its emergency use authorisation

- which is now expected shortly -

of the J&J vaccine would follow

those for the Pfizer and Moderna

doses.

“We're going to use every

conceivable way to expand man-

ufacturing of the vaccine... and

make even more rapid progress,”

said President Joe Biden as the

country tries to finally get on top

of the virus that has already

claimed 510,000 US lives.

J&J stressed its vaccine was

proven to work with a single shot,

and could be stored long-term at

standard fridge temperatures,

which “offers logistical and prac-

tical advantages”.

Meanwhile, South Africa on

Saturday received its second

consignment of J&J vaccines, its

health minister said. The country

of almost 59mn people, which

has seen nearly 50,000 succumb

to the virus, has been widely crit-

icised for a slow procurement of

vaccines and lack of strategy. 

Health minister Zweli Mkhize

tweeted that the second tranche

of J&J vaccines had touched

down at OR Tambo International

airport. 

“It comes as the majority of

initial doses received two weeks

ago have been administered to

healthcare workers,” Mkhize

tweeted as the precious cargo

landed in the financial capital Jo-

hannesburg. 

Unlike the AstraZeneca vac-

cines, which South Africa first

procured but later opted not to

use, J&J's shots are believed to be

effective against the country's

501Y.V2 variant.

AFP

Unlike the AstraZeneca vaccines,

which South Africa first procured but

later opted not to use, Johnson & John-

son’s shots are believed to be effective

against the country’s 501Y.V2 variant

MENA RANKINGS

Omantel reports RO229mn
group net profit

World’s largest art canvas to
raise $30mn for charity
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Short film zeroes in
on exam pressure
of school students

Our Correspondent

Muscat 

A short film, which talks about

the pressure schoolchildren face

over marks and grades, is doing

rounds on social media. 

Produced by Amovies and

starring child actors Niharika

Nishant and Amirah Khalfan, the

five-minute Runaway was shot in

Ruwi, Darsait and Amerat. 

The other actors who play sig-

nificant roles are Chandni and

Lovelyn. 

Vinod Raghavan, the produc-

tion controller of Runaway, said

the film is an awareness movie

on the pressure that children

have to face on a daily basis for

excellence. 

“From schools to peers to par-

ents, children are pressurised to

produce good marks. They are

told if they fail to produce such

marks their future is doomed.

This causes stress and some

children rebel. In the long run this

undue pressure spoils their child-

hood as well as the relationship

with their parents,” he said.

The film, inspired by The 400

Blows, is a narrative of a nine-

year old girl named Anamika

who runs away from her home

fearing humiliation from her par-

ents because she got bad marks

for her maths paper. She finally

tries to contact her father but the

call reaches a wrong person, who

with empathy and maturity,

guides her back home. 

Dr Baby Sam Saamuel, chair-

man, Board of Directors Indian

Schools, giving closing remarks

in the film, says, “These days we

all are obsessed with perfection

and in this quest for perfection

we are forgetting to cherish life. I

urge the children - let your efforts

be in finding joy in both life and

skills.”

Our Correspondent

Muscat 

As part of its effort to support

Omani beekeepers, the Ministry

of Agriculture, Fisheries and

Water Resources (MAFWR) has

set up three temporary honey

markets in three commercial

centres in Muscat.

‘The ministry has suspended

the 15th Omani Honey Market

due to the ongoing pandemic.

The ministry has decided to set

up three markets for selling

honey. The shops are located in

Lulu hypermarkets in Wadi al

Lawami in the wilayat of Seeb

and Amerat and Oman Avenues

Mall. The ministry has also pro-

vided electronic platforms alna-

haal.om and asaloman.com to

market and sell honey,’ MAFWR

stated.

“The objective of this initiative

is to popularise Omani agricul-

tural products and to open up

new markets,” a ministry official

said.

Honey sales jumped by 15.7

per cent in 2019 over 2018. Sales

from the 13th Omani Honey Mar-

ket, which was held in December

2019 at Muscat Grand Mall, ac-

counted for RO142,026, while

the market organised in June

2019 saw sales of RO99,000,

taking the total for 2019 to

RO241,026. The number of bee-

keepers in the sultanate was

5,336 with 112,068 honeycombs

that produced 672,208kg of

honey in 2018.

Three temporary markets
in Muscat promote honey

From schools to
peers to parents,
children are 
pressurised to 
produce good
marks. They are
told if they fail to
produce marks the
future is doomed

ViNod RaghaVaN

A still from the film

(Supplied photo)

Our Correspondent

Muscat 

The fine for tempering with or 

violating electronic tracking

bracelets rules is RO300, ac-

cording to Maj Mohammed al

Hashmi, director of public rela-

tions at Royal Oman Police.

“We urge all segments of so-

ciety, commercial sectors and

private institutions to cooperate

and commit to the decisions of

the Supreme Committee. The

public must wear masks and not

gather to curb the spread of

COVID-19. The Inspector Gen-

eral of Police and Customs has

listed penalties for gatherings; an

invitation to a gathering issued

by any individual will draw a fine

of RO1,500, and every partici-

pant in such gatherings will be

fined RO100,” Maj Hashmi said. 

The ROP has activated an 

operations centre and a toll-free

number - 1099 - to report

COVID-19 violations.

“We call on the public to re-

port any violation related to the

decisions of the Supreme Com-

mittee. The police can easily

reach people in violation of insti-

tution quarantine even if the

electronic bracelet is removed,”

Maj Hashmi said.

Muscat - The Supreme Commit-

tee tasked with tackling develop-

ments resulting from the

COVID-19 pandemic has de-

cided to extend the closure of all

commercial activities in the Gov-

ernorate of North Sharqiyah

from 7pm to 6am till further no-

tice, with the exception of fuel

filling stations, health establish-

ments and private pharmacies.

The Supreme Committee 

has also decided to extend the

closure of all beaches, leisure

spaces and public parks in all

governorates of the sultanate till

further notice.

ONA

Night lockdown
in N Sharqiyah
extended

RO300 fine for violations

related to bracelets
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COVID-19 situation worrying: Dr Sa’eedi 
Shaddad al Musalmy

Muscat

The epidemiological situation

linked to the COVID-19 pan-

demic in the sultanate is worri-

some given the increase in

infections, hospitalisations and

deaths caused by the disease,

according to H E Dr Ahmed bin

Mohammed al Sa'eedi, Minister

of Health.

“The epidemiological situa-

tion has been painful and worry-

ing since mid-January when the

number of infections started to

escalate. Also, intensive care

units are under pressure again,”

H E Dr Sa'eedi. 

He added that the Eastern

Mediterranean Region is still wit-

nessing a spike in infections, as

other regions are stabilising or

recording few cases.

“Everyone must realise the

gravity of the situation and take

responsibility. Many of those

placed in institutional quarantine

evade compliance. Safety pre-

cautions and adherence to the

necessary measures must con-

tinue. Unfortunately, there are a

few who escape from institu-

tional quarantine,” he noted. 

H E Dr Sa'eedi informed that

the Supreme Committee’s deci-

sion to prevent travellers coming

from several countries last week

was due to passengers testing

positive upon arrival in the coun-

try. In the case of one particular

country, over 20 per cent of pas-

sengers flying in from it tested

positive. 

He said that delay in reporting

the disease to health centres

puts pressure on intensive care

units. “There were ten cases on

Wednesday that were trans-

ferred directly to intensive care

because of delay in going to

health centres. Within a period of

less than two months, the num-

ber of intensive care patients in-

creased to 70, compared to 20

cases earlier.” 

H E Dr Sa'eedi said the eco-

nomic impact of closing beaches

and public parks is less than clos-

ing shops and commercial cen-

tres. “We reiterate the necessity

to adhere to preventive meas-

ures against the virus due to the

hardships and difficulty faced by

health workers. Increase in infec-

tions will have a negative impact

on patients' appointments.”

Not ruling out additional pre-

cautions if necessary, he said,

“There is close coordination and

follow up with the Ministry of Ed-

ucation and the Ministry of

Health. We will take appropriate

decisions at the next meeting of

the Supreme Committee.” 

With regard to a case being

reported in a school, Dr Saif bin

Salim al Abri, director general of

Disease Surveillance and Control

in MoH, said, “As per our inves-

tigation, the infection was not

passed on inside the school but

rather from the community, as a

result of laxity in applying the

precautionary measures.”

Dr Abri said teachers are in-

cluded in the target groups for

vaccination, when doses are

available in sufficient quantities.

“Currently, the main goal for the

government is to vaccinate the

elderly. There has been a de-

crease in the number of elderly

people in ICUs in Oman,” he said.

On Thursday, MoH an-

nounced 288 new cases taking

the total to 140,588. There were

four deaths and 192 patients ad-

mitted in health institutions, in-

cluding 68 for intensive care.

@shadadm

EA, CPA launch campaign to
promote eco-friendly bags 
Our Correspondent

Muscat

The Environment Authority (EA)

and the Consumer Protection

Authority (CPA) are making

every effort to spread awareness

on the use of environmentally

friendly bags and have lined up a

number of initiatives to encour-

age their usage. 

“The Environment Directorate

in North Batinah governorate or-

ganised a campaign to distribute

environmentally friendly bags in

the last few days in the wilayats

of Sohar, Saham, Liwa and Shi-

nas,” said an official at EA.

He added, “The campaign

aims to encourage citizens and

residents to use environmentally

friendly shopping bags and to

avoid single-use plastic bags.

This initiative came in implemen-

tation of Ministerial Decision No

23/2020 banning the use of sin-

gle-use plastic shopping bags,

which came into effect from Jan-

uary 1, 2021, to preserve the

Omani environment.

“The authority seeks to pre-

serve the Omani environment

and wildlife from pollution and

harmful waste, implement the

Environmental Protection and

Pollution Control Law No

114/2001 and achieve more sus-

tainable development. It will also

contribute significantly to reduc-

ing plastic pollution in the local

environment.”

Meanwhile, Sulayem bin Ali

al Hikmani, chairman of CPA,

held a meeting recently with a

number of goods suppliers and

owners of commercial centres

in Muscat, as part of efforts to

follow up on local market 

conditions and consumer-re-

lated topics, including the pro-

vision of alternatives to plastic

bags in stores and commercial

centres.

Some commercial centres re-

sponded to the CPA by present-

ing initiatives that serve the

interest of consumer, including

distribution of environmentally

friendly bags free of charge for

every purchase exceeding RO3. 

“Some other companies have

taken the initiative of distributing

bags free of charge regardless of

purchase value. One commercial

centre has allocated a total of

1mn environmentally friendly

reusable bags that will be distrib-

uted in the coming days, while

another mall will distribute

50,000 bags during the year

2021,” Hikmani said. 

Hikmani emphasised that

providing environmentally

friendly bags in stores and com-

mercial centres for free requires

a simultaneous shift towards

sustainable consumption to

safeguard the environment.

Muscat - The total number of

Small and Medium Enterprises

(SMEs) registered in the Author-

ity for Small and Medium Enter-

prises Development till the end of

January 2021 stood at 49,337,

compared to 43,134 in January

2020, an increase of 14.4 per

cent, according to data released

by the National Centre for Statis-

tics and Information (NCSI).

Among the governorates,

Muscat topped the list with 33.6

per cent of the total registered

SMEs till the end of January 2021,

followed by North Batinah with

15.7 per cent, Dakhliyah with 12.6

per cent, Dhofar with 8.3 per

cent, and 29.8 per cent for the re-

maining governorates.

The number of SMEs regis-

tered in Muscat was 16,583 at

the end of January 2021, followed

by North Batinah with 7,750,

Dakhliyah with 6,214, Dhofar

with 4,111, South Batinah with

3,704, North Sharqiyah with

3,309, South Sharqiyah with

2,938, Dhahira with 2,839 and

Buraimi with 1,052 registered

SMEs.  

The number of SMEs regis-

tered in the Governorate of Al

Wusta was 652 and 185 in Mu-

sandam, the lowest among all

governorates.

ONA

14.4% increase in number of SMEs

Everyone must 
realise the gravity of
the situation and
take responsibility.
Many of those
placed in 
institutional 
quarantine evade
compliance. Safety
precautions and 
adherence to the
necessary measures
must continue

H E Dr AHmED bin 

moHAmmED Al SA’EEDi

(Supplied photo)
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Our Correspondent

Muscat

an Omani farmer has managed

to produce 38 tonnes of toma-

toes on a daily basis at his farm

in the wilayat of Mussanah in

South Batinah governorate.

Khalid Salem al Buaiqi culti-

vated tomatoes on 32 acres of

land this season and his harvest

was deemed the highest among

his fellow farmers.

The idea of planting Omani

tomatoes emerged following

Buaiqi’s interactions with the

Omani agricultural association

specialists who recommended

diversification of crops with the

aim of increasing food security in

keeping with most countries’ ef-

forts to achieve self-sufficiency in

food production.

“I started in 2007 with the

main goal of diversifying income

sources through investing in a

number of farms in Mussanah. I

have followed experts’ recom-

mendations regarding the ex-

pansion and diversification of

crop production to boost food

security which has become a key

goal for countries that target to

achieve self-sufficiency in do-

mestic crops,” Buaiqi said.

“I grew tomatoes on three

acres in the first year just to

know about the crop. I had to un-

derstand all the agricultural and

market requirements of the crop,

starting with planting of seeds

right through to harvesting and

delivery to markets. Now we cul-

tivate 32 acres for eight months

a year. Our daily production is

around 38 tonnes.”

Tomatoes from Buaiqi’s farms

are sold in local markets, besides

being exported to neighbouring

countries like the Uae.

“we grow other vegetable

crops as well, including four

types of peppers - red, orange,

green and yellow. we are cur-

rently working on greenhouses in

our farm. we rely on modern

agriculture methods, such as drip

irrigation. These reduce effort,

time and labour.”

Buaiqi said he wants to thank

the Omani agricultural associa-

tion for its supports and for con-

ducting meetings among farmers

to exchange experiences.

“Marketing our produce is a

big challenge. we also need

some modern farming machines

to increase agricultural areas.

Oman can achieve self-suffi-

ciency in agricultural produces

easily by providing marketing

support to farmers.”

Buaiqi plans to double the

acreage in the next season. 

“I call on jobseekers to work in

agriculture. It is profitable.”

Thirty-eight tonnes of tomatoes – a day’s
work for Omani farmer in Mussanah

We also need modern machines to
increase agricultural areas. Oman
can achieve self-sufficiency in agri-
cultural produce easily by providing
marketing support to farmers
Khalid SaleM al Buaiqi

know
The law

Invading privacy can
cost RO5,000 fine, jail

Invading a person’s private or family life by taking photos, pub-

lishing news or audio recordings can lead up to three years in

jail and a fine of up to RO5,000, Public Prosecution said.

‘Using the Internet or means of information such as cell

phones with a built-in camera to invade the private or personal

familial life of individuals by taking photos or publishing news

or audiovisual records in connection to that even if they are true

or by insulting and slandering others is an offence,’ Public Pros-

ecution said in a statement.

‘The offence is punishable by imprisonment for a period that

extends up to three years and a fine that ranges up to RO5,000

or any one of the two,’ it added.

REGIONAL WEATHER

Max      Min

Abu Dhabi 24 14

Doha 24 15

Kuwait City 21 16

Manama 22 16

Riyadh 26 14

Fajr 5.15am

Sunrise 6.30am

Duhr 12.24pm

Asr 3.45pm

Maghrib 6.14pm

Isha 7.24pm

PRAYER TIMINGS

(Supplied photo)
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Our Correspondent

Muscat

Oman Telecommunications

Company (Omantel) on Thurs-

day reported its group net profit

at RO229mn for the year ended

December 31, 2020, a decline of

23.6 per cent compared to the

group net profit of RO299.7mn

in the previous year.

Omantel Group’s total rev-

enue decreased by 3 per cent to

RO2.513bn in 2020 as com-

pared with RO2.592bn recorded

for the full year 2019, the com-

pany said in a disclosure an-

nouncing its unaudited results

to the Muscat Securities Mar-

ket.

As per the disclosure, net

profit attributable to the share-

holders of the company came at

RO66.9mn for 2020, around 14

per cent lower compared with

RO77.7mn recorded in the pre-

vious year.

Omantel’s domestic opera-

tions in 2020, however, showed

an impressive performance con-

sidering the serious business

disruptions witnessed since

March 2020 resulting from the

COVID-19 pandemic.

The company’s net profit

from domestic operations mar-

ginally decreased to RO77.3mn

last year against RO79mn net

profit recorded in 2019.

‘Effective management of

sales activities along with

proactive cost optimisation

measures taken by the manage-

ment has positively contributed

in minimising the overall impact

by achieving a 12 per cent 

reduction in operating and ad-

ministrative expenses year-on-

year,’ Omantel said.

Omantel’s revenue from do-

mestic operations decreased by

4 per cent to RO533.1mn for the

year ended December 31, 2020

from RO554.3mn reported in

the previous year.

‘The growths achieved in mo-

bile postpaid, fixed broadband,

data services, ICT, wholesale in-

ternational business and device

revenues have contributed in

managing the domestic rev-

enues for 2020 despite a fall in

prepaid revenue due to chal-

lenging market conditions,’

Omantel said.

For the full year 2020, Zain

Group generated consolidated

revenue of US$5.3bn while con-

solidated net income of Zain

Group reached US$605mn,

Omantel said.

The company informed that

the unaudited financial results

for the year 2020 are subject to

the review of its audit and risk

committee and approval of the

board of directors.

Omantel said its 
domestic 
operations showed
an impressive 
performance in
2020 considering
the serious business
disruptions 
witnessed since
March 2020 
resulting from 
the COVID-19 
pandemic

Omantel reports RO229mn group net profit

Our Correspondent

Muscat

In its efforts aimed at integrating

electricity networks in the sul-

tanate, Oman Electricity Trans-

mission Company (OETC) has

signed an agreement with Petro-

leum Development Oman

(PDO) to operate 400kV inter-

connection line.

This initiative comes in paral-

lel with the development and

economic objectives which

OETC is seeking to achieve to

complement its efforts, OETC

said in a press statement. 

OETC has signed a memoran-

dum of understanding (MoU)

with PDO and Oman Power and

Water Procurement Company

(OPWP) to establish a frame-

work for evaluating the expected

400kV electrical connection. 

The MoU has been signed to

achieve the comprehensive ob-

jectives of economic energy

trade benefits, to regulate power

generation resources in order to

improve system generation effi-

ciency and reduce fuel input re-

quirements while observing

network security.

OETC said this project will

also open the doors for more in-

vestments in renewable energy

generation in these areas of high

potential of renewable resources

by allowing an easy access to the

transmission network. 

OETC has commenced the

first phase of the north-to-south

electrical connection with a ca-

pacity of 400kV in response to

the request received from Tan-

weer and PDO. PDO had submit-

ted two electrical connection

requests for Barik and Al-Suwai-

hat on June 12, 2019, to export

and import energy at each net-

work station. The implementa-

tion of the project will further

include the construction of net-

work stations for Barik, Suweihat,

Duqm and Mahout, to displace

diesel generation in Duqm and

Mahout regions by the second

quarter of 2023.

‘It is worth mentioning that

such agreement specified the

duties and responsibilities of

OETC and PDO to comprehend

the economic and technical po-

tentials of the interconnection,’

OETC said. 

It added that the agreement

confirmed the financial obliga-

tions between the two parties

where OETC will fund the project

and PDO will pay back in settle-

ment wise over an agreed 

period.

OETC, PDO sign
deal for 400kV 
connection line

Ankara, Turkey - LNG demand is

increasing worldwide as natural

gas has an important role to play

in building a lower-carbon recov-

ery from COVID-19 and in

progress towards net-zero emis-

sions, according to Shell’s LNG

Outlook 2021.

Global LNG trade grew by

1mn tonnes to 360mn tonnes -

enough to power 725mn homes

for a full year in 2020, the report

showed.

According to Shell, as demand

for natural gas continues to grow

strongly in Asia and gains further

traction in powering hard-to-

electrify sectors, global LNG de-

mand is expected to double to

700mn tonnes by 2040.

Shell noted that natural gas

can play a key role in addressing

emissions reduction, as this

would require cleaner energy so-

lutions for all sectors.

Natural gas, whether in part-

nership with renewables or as an

energy source for hard-to-elec-

trify sectors, helps to lower over-

all emissions, the report showed.

The report gave the example

of South Korea, which aims to

reach net-zero emissions by re-

ducing its dependence on coal

and increasing the share of gas

and renewables in its national

energy mix.

“Despite the unprecedented

volatility, global demand for LNG

increased to 360mn tonnes.

Though marginal, the growth re-

flected the resilience and flexibil-

ity of LNG,” it said.

Anadolu Agency

Global LNG demand
to double by 2040
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Market analySIS - OMan

The benchmark index of the

Muscat Securities Market

(MSM) ended the week up by

1.02 per cent, supported by the

Financial index, which rose by

1.44 per cent. Services index,

however, declined by 0.51 per

cent and Industrial index also

declined by 0.36 per cent. The

MSM Shariah index was higher

by 0.79 per cent. Omanis and

foreigners absorbed selling

pressure from GCC investors.  

Local news
uA’Saffa Foods, the largest

fully integrated poultry and

biggest snack food producer in

Oman, said one of its units -

A’Saffa Food Processing - is set

to expand its factory in Raysut

Industrial City as part of its ef-

forts to implement modern fa-

cilities and practices. Once the

expansion work gets com-

pleted, the Al Rusayl plant will

help contribute to increase the

volume of production in line

with high demand for white

meat locally and regionally

while ensuring the quality of the

products. 

uShell Oman Marketing Com-

pany has expanded its opera-

tions in the port city of Duqm,

by commencing supply of avia-

tion fuel to Duqm Airport.

Duqm Airport serves as a gate-

way into a region with signifi-

cant economic, industrial and

commercial potential as it pri-

marily handles business traffic,

with great potential of becom-

ing part of the tourism industry

too.  

uSMN Power disclosed in its

annual report that excess cash

generated by the project com-

panies will be paid to lenders

and will not flow to the share-

holders until the loans are fully

settled or until the time the

loans can be restructured. The

power/water purchase agree-

ment extension projects for

both Al Rusail and SMN Barka

will be a key factor to potentially

restructure the debt in the com-

ing years and allow further div-

idend.   

uIn Oman, the new electricity

consumption bill has not been

rescinded, but it will be applied

in a phased manner. Generally,

the January bill includes the ap-

proved tariff as per the regula-

tions published in December,

which involves the gradual ap-

plication of the new tariff over

the year. 

uThe Capital Market Authority

has approved the results of the

initial public offering (IPO) of

Oman REIT Fund. A total of

49.9mn units valued at around

RO 5mn were subscribed, out of

261.9mn units offered for sub-

scription. 

The CMA gave its green light

for the allocation of the sub-

scribed units. Oman REIT 

Fund offered 40 per cent of its

issued capital of RO65mn for

public subscription at an issue

price of 120bz comprising

100bz per unit and 2bz as issue

expenses.  

uThe total number of small and

medium enterprises (SMEs) at

the end of January 2021 were

49,337 which is an increase by

14 per cent compared to the

same period of 2020. 

Among the governorates,

Muscat topped the list with 34

per cent SMEs registered in Jan-

uary 2021, followed by North

Batinah with 16 per cent,

Dakhiliyah with 12 per cent,

Dhofar with 8 per cent, and the

rest of governorates with 30 per

cent. The Governorate of Mus-

cat had 16,583 SMEs registered

at the end of January 2021, fol-

lowed by North Batinah with

7,750, Dakhiliyah with 6,217,

Dhofar with 4,111, South Batinah

with 3,704 and North Sharqiah

with 3,309 SMEs registered.

This was followed by Dhahirah

with 2,839 SMEs, South Shar-

qiah with 2,938 SMEs and Bu-

raimi with 1,052 registered

SMEs.

GCC markets
All banks within the GCC that

have reported earnings so far

posted a total net profit of

US$5.09bn in the fourth quarter

of 2020, down by 26.2 per cent

quarter-on-quarter and 32.7 per

cent year-on-year for the quar-

ter. On full-year basis, com-

bined net profits of the said

banks stood at US$25.31bn for

the financial year 2020 vs.

US$34.94bn in 2019, down by

27.6 per cent year-on-year. 

Within the GCC, an analysis

of banks for the fourth quarter

of 2020 earnings indicates that

Bahraini banks posted the high-

est decline in their combined

net profits at -84 per cent year-

on-year, followed by Kuwaiti

banks at -66 per cent, UAE

banks at -53 per cent year-on-

year, Oman at -42 per cent,

Qatar banks at -19.8 per cent

year-on-year and Saudi Arabian

banks at -2.2 per cent, largely

due to higher impairment

charges given the current

macroeconomic situation amid

the COVID-19 outbreak. 

Kuwait’s government sub-

mitted a draft law to parliament

seeking permission to withdraw

as much as KD5bn (US$16.5bn)

a year from the country’s sover-

eign wealth fund to help finance

a spiralling deficit. If approved

by lawmakers, it would be the

first time since the aftermath of

the Gulf War in 1990 that

Kuwait had extracted funds

from the US$600bn Future

Generations Fund. Previous

withdrawals were treated as

loans and had to be repaid. The

government is also attempting

to push through parliament leg-

islation allowing it to tap inter-

national bond markets, and

wants to plug its monthly short-

fall using both cash and debt,

according to two people familiar

with the matter who aren’t au-

thorised to speak publicly.

Global news
US Fed chair, Jerome Powell,

began two days of testimony to

lawmakers toward the end of

the week. 

The Fed has been adamant

that it will not raise the

overnight lending rate or let up

on its US$120bn in monthly

government bond purchases

until the economy is in better

shape. The US economy is im-

proving, however, it’s just an

uneven and unequal recovery

that is leaving millions of people

behind. But that’s not keeping

long-term bond yields from 

rising, and as they do, valua-

tions and expectations for eq-

uity returns come more into

question. 

German economy expanded

0.3 per cent on quarter in the

last three months of 2020,

much better than initial esti-

mates of a 0.1 per cent growth,

led by an 8.3 per cent jump in

gross capital formation, namely

in construction and inventories.

Net trade also contributed pos-

itively while consumer (-3.3 per

cent) and government spending

(-0.5 per cent) shrank due to

the second coronavirus wave

and another lockdown imposed

from November. Year-on-year,

the economy contracted 3.7 per

cent. Full 2020 drop was re-

vised lower to -4.9 per cent

from a preliminary -5.3 per cent.

The German economy is 

seen expanding 3 percent in

2021, according to government

estimates from late January

2021. 

Recommendation
The global markets continued

to remain under pressure as

tech stocks came under

scrutiny over valuations and the

situation remain suppressed by

increasing treasury rates. How-

ever, value stocks like banking

and oil continued to rise during

the week. 

Regional markets also con-

tinued to rally behind the in-

creasing oil prices which are

supported by new vaccines.

Stocks in petrochemical and

banking sector continued to

pick based on higher oil prices. 

Locally, market remained

driven by dividend announce-

ments. Companies which an-

nounced dividend lower than

the expectation or lower than

last year remained under pres-

sure, while companies which

announced dividend higher

than last year were most sought

by investors. 

Overall, we believe higher oil

prices and subsequent benefit

to GCC economies and compa-

nies are here to stay. We advise

to invest in banking, petro-

chemical and infrastructure

plays.  

MSM closes up led by financial stocks

By special arrangement with U Capital

(Muscat Daily)

Washington, US - The US House

passed an enormous, US$1.9tn

coronavirus relief package early

Saturday, hailed by Democrats

as a critical step in funneling new

funding toward vaccinations,

overburdened local govern-

ments, and millions of families

devastated by the pandemic.

Four days after the COVID-19

death toll surpassed 500,000 in

the United States, the sprawling

measure backed by President

Joe Biden and seen as a moral

imperative by many now heads

to the Senate for consideration.

“After 12 months of death and

despair, the American recovery

begins tonight,” congressman

Brendan Boyle told the House

chamber shortly before lawmak-

ers approved the package on an

rare post-midnight vote of 219 to

212. No Republicans voted for

the bill.

The sharply partisan result

comes weeks after Biden’s Janu-

ary 20 inauguration, when he

called for unity in the face of a

once-in-a-century health crisis.

The package cleared the

House despite a major setback

for Democrats, when a key Sen-

ate official ruled that the final

version of the bill cannot include

a minimum wage hike.

Biden had campaigned exten-

sively on raising the national

minimum wage to US$15 an

hour, from a rate of US$7.25 that

has stood since 2009.

He aimed to include it in the

rescue plan, which directly pro-

vides US$1,400 checks to most

Americans and allots billions of

dollars to boost vaccine delivery,

help schools re-open and fund

state and local governments.

It extends unemployment

benefits, set to expire mid-

March, by about six months, as

well as a moratorium on evic-

tions for millions of people strug-

gling to pay rent.

The bill is on track to be the

second largest US stimulus ever,

after the US$2tn package Donald

Trump signed last March to fight

the pandemic’s spread.

Even as the Senate parliamen-

tarian ruled against including the

minimum wage language in the

bill as written under budget rec-

onciliation rules, Democrats kept

the provision, highlighting their

‘fight for 15’ as a top party prior-

ity. 

“We will not rest until we pass

the US$15 minimum wage,”

Speaker of the House Nancy

Pelosi said. 

Even without the wage hike,

she said the bill was critical and

it would be ‘catastrophic’ if it

does not become law.

“The American people need

to know that their government is

there for them,” she told the

chamber. “As President Biden

has said, help is on the way.”

Republicans fumed over the

bill’s historically high cost - and

the optics of holding such a con-

sequential vote in pre-dawn

hours.

Biden however made clear

through a spokesperson that he

respects the decision but ‘urges

Congress to move quickly to

pass the American Rescue Plan’,

and would work with lawmakers

to get it over the finish line.

AFP

President Biden’s
$1.9tn COVID-19
plan clears US House

New Delhi, India - India’s econ-

omy grew 0.4 per cent year-on-

year in the final quarter of 2020,

official data showed on Friday,

ending its first recession since in-

dependence as easing coron-

avirus restrictions sparked a

modest recovery.

The country has struggled to

claw back lost ground after a

stringent, months-long lockdown

caused the labour market to col-

lapse and the economy to con-

tract by nearly a quarter between

April and June.

India entered a ‘technical re-

cession’ last year for the first

time since gaining independence

in 1947 after registering two suc-

cessive quarters of contraction.

The government now estimates

annual GDP will fall 8 per cent in

2020-21.

The latest figures, which fell

shy of the expectations of a

Bloomberg survey of economists

pegging growth at 0.5 per cent,

will nonetheless bring some

cheer to Prime Minister Naren-

dra Modi’s beleaguered govern-

ment.

Key sectors such as construc-

tion and manufacturing showed

an improvement compared to

the same quarter last year.

And in January, car sales in

the bellwether automobile sector

increased by more than 11 per

cent compared to a year earlier,

according to industry figures.

Restrictions have been re-

laxed as coronavirus infections

have slowed in the country of

1.3bn in recent weeks, allowing

economic activity to resume.

But the government still faces

the tough task of creating

enough jobs for India’s over-

whelmingly young population, as

millions of migrant workers

make their way back to cities, re-

versing a massive exodus

sparked by the lockdown.

“We can’t say we are com-

pletely out of the woods,” Mum-

bai-based economist Ashutosh

Datar told AFP.

“The real test would be 

what happens next financial

year. Today’s number is not a

major surprise.”

The government has forecast

economic growth of 11 per cent in

the 2021-22 financial year, in line

with the International Monetary

Fund’s prediction of 11.5 per cent.

But experts have warned that

India, whose tally of 11.1mn infec-

tions is second only to the United

States, could experience another

wave and be hit by new variants

of the virus, as has happened in

Brazil, Britain and South Africa.

AFP

India exits recession with 0.4% growth

Stockholm, Sweden - Swedish

automaker Volvo Cars and

China’s Geely Auto said they

were abandoning merger plans

but said they would reinforce

their collaboration on electric ve-

hicles.

‘Volvo Cars and Geely Auto

have agreed on a wide-ranging

collaboration that will maximise

the strengths of the Swedish and

Chinese automotive groups’ but

will preserve ‘their existing sep-

arate corporate structures’, the

two carmakers said in a joint

statement.

In February 2020, Volvo and

Geely had announced plans to

merge their activities to create

an ‘international group’ on the

car market.

“Having evaluated different

options ... we concluded jointly

that a collaboration model be-

tween two standalone compa-

nies is the best way to secure

continued growth and at the

same time achieve technological

synergies in many areas,” Volvo

CEO Hakan Samuelsson said.

The collaboration will focus,

among other things, on the shar-

ing of electric vehicle architec-

ture and autonomous drive

technologies.

The two will also combine

their existing powertrain opera-

tions into a new standalone com-

pany that provides internal

combustion engines, transmis-

sions, and next-generation dual-

motor hybrid systems to be used

by both companies and other au-

tomobile manufacturers.

Geely Holding bought Volvo

Cars in 2010 from Ford which

hadn’t been able to turn around

the Swedish automaker. But

under the Chinese firm Volvo has

rebounded and smashed its sales

records.

The Swedish carmaker aims

to stop making fuel-driven cars

and sell only electric cars by

2030.

AFP

Volvo and Geely abandon merger plans

US President Joe Biden (AFP)

A man walks past a shop in New Delhi, India on Friday (AFP)
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Bank Muscat, the flagship bank

of the Sultanate of Oman, has

been awarded the Best Invest-

ment Bank in Oman award by

Global Finance magazine for

2021. The prestigious award

recognises Bank Muscat’s mar-

ket leading investment banking

offerings. 

Global Finance editors used a

series of criteria including entries

from banks, market share, num-

ber and size of deals, service and

advice, structuring capabilities,

distribution network, efforts to

address market conditions, inno-

vation, pricing, after-market per-

formance of underwritings and

market reputation along with in-

puts from industry experts to

score and select winners. The

magazine added that deals an-

nounced or completed in 2020

were considered for the awards.

Commenting on the achieve-

ments, Saleh Nasser al Habsi,

deputy general manager, Invest-

ment Banking, said, “Bank Mus-

cat is delighted to be ranked by

Global Finance as the Best Invest-

ment Bank in Oman. The bank is

synonymous with innovation,

customer-centricity, agility and

trustworthiness and always aims

to deliver reliable, dynamic and

customised solutions, which suit

the unique requirements of our

customers. In 2020, the bank

completed a number of financial

advisory and fundraising trans-

actions for a number of presti-

gious clients including both the

Government of Oman and large

corporate entities.”

During 2020, Bank Muscat

was involved in a number of

transactions for the Government

of Oman including a dual-

tranche Rule 144A/RegS bond

issuance of US$2bn and a rial de-

nominated sovereign Sukuk is-

suance of RO200mn. 

The bank also provided finan-

cial advisory and fund arranging

services for a bridge loan facility

to a leading Government Related

Entity (GRE) in the electricity

sector and the monetisation of

an employee housing portfolio

for a leading GRE. 

The bank has also com-

menced its Fintech investments

through the BM Innovate dedi-

cated investment vehicle. 

The bank prides itself in its in-

tricate understanding of complex

business requirements of its

clients, offering unmatched fi-

nancial expertise and guidance,

innovative solutions and wide

array of services for various cus-

tomer needs. 

The award is a tribute to the

consistency of performance and

innovative strategies, which have

further augmented the bank’s

position and reputation in a chal-

lenging market. 

Bank Muscat is the market

leader in financial advisory and

fundraising solutions encom-

passing corporate finance, proj-

ect finance, debt capital markets,

debt refinancing and restructur-

ings, IPOs, structured financings,

quasi-equity financings, private

placements, as well as mergers

and acquisitions in the sultanate. 

Its team comprises some of

the most experienced invest-

ment bankers in Oman having a

wide experience across sectors

and geographies.

Bank Muscat wins top award from Global Finance

Saleh Nasser al Habsi

Dr Ashwini Gaddikeri Dr Jayanthi Shanmugam

KIMS Oman Hospital (KOH),

Oman’s most advanced health-

care destination, offers full-spec-

trum medical solutions to

women’s health problems - from

adolescent gynaecology to post-

menopause stages. 

The Department of Obstetrics

& Gynaecology has a team of ex-

perienced practitioners, offering

a wide range of services. The

team comprises two specialist

doctors - Dr Ashwini Gaddikeri

and Dr Jayanthi Shanmugam. Dr

Ashwini holds MBBS and MS

(OBGYN) degrees and has ten

years of experience, and Dr

Jayanthi, holds MBBS, DGO and

PCDMCH degrees and has eight

years of experience.

The department performs di-

agnosis, treatment and manage-

ment of high-risk obstetrics

(integrated prenatal and postna-

tal care), menstrual disorders,

menopausal problems, cancer

screening and adolescent gynae-

cology. 

Reflecting on the hospital’s

overall approach on women care,

Stefan James MacMillan Skrzy-

wanek, chief operating officer at

KOH says, “We have always

been at the forefront of providing

top quality care for women

through our expert team of doc-

tors. Our objective is to provide

healthcare solutions for women

at all ages and stages.” 

KOH delivers state-of-the-art

medical care with a professional

team of doctors, nurses, para-

medics and administrators, com-

bined with high-end facilities and

equipment. It provides affordable

and safe care to its patients, in

keeping with the highest interna-

tional standards.

For appointments, call KIMS

Oman Hospital on +968 2476

0100/200/300 or WhatsApp

on +968 7157 2000. 

Expert care for
women at KIMS
Oman Hospital

Samsung Gulf Electronics an-

nounced the trade-in initiative

for consumers in Oman aiming

to purchase the brand new

Galaxy S21 Series 5G. 

Running until Friday, April 30,

customers can save up to RO293

on their Galaxy S21, Galaxy 21+, or

Galaxy S21 Ultra by trading their

current smartphone, smartwatch,

or tablet from any brand. Those

wishing to exercise this option to

purchase a new Galaxy smart-

phone can trade-in as many as

three old devices, including those

with cracked screens. 

“Introducing customer-cen-

tric programmes that provide

help and support to our cus-

tomers is one of Samsung’s

longest-standing traditions,” said

Osman Albora, senior director –

Mobile Division, Samsung Gulf

Electronics. 

“People often upgrade their

tech devices for various reasons,

which means there are always

opportunities to make good use

of the products they no longer

need. As such, we wanted to

allow Samsung enthusiasts to

trade-in their devices and enable

them to unlock valuable savings

when purchasing the Galaxy S21

Series 5G. 

“We are sure this initiative will

help many consumers nation-

wide, and we look forward to

seeing Galaxy lovers benefit

from the offer and acquire their

new devices.”

Consumers looking to trade-

in can visit their nearest Sam-

sung Experience Store or

selected retailers, present their

old device(s) for instant evalua-

tion by store staff, and receive an

instant discount value to pur-

chase any Galaxy S21 Series

product from the store. 

The Galaxy S21, Galaxy S21+,

and Galaxy S21 Ultra have sev-

eral common features, including

the all-new design, bold and so-

phisticated appearance, and

iconic Contour Camera Design. 

For more information, please

visit www.samsung.com.

Samsung announces
trade-in initiative for
Galaxy S21 Series 
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Oman International Hospital

(OIH) will soon open its doors to

Oman’s public. The hospital,

backed by Oman Brunei Invest-

ment Company together with

Suhail Bahwan Group and

Idealmed GHS, is a state-of-the-

art multidisciplinary hospital fo-

cusing on women and children

excellence. 

Idealmed GHS that also oper-

ates the hospital, is an integrated

European health group based in

Coimbra, Portugal, operating

hospitals and clinics across the

globe, and has been recognised

for its mission to provide the

highest standard of healthcare

by incorporating the latest med-

ical technology in the most mod-

ern and sophisticated facilities

with highly skilled and trained

human resources.

Oman International Hospital

will develop networking with

representatives from the insur-

ance, corporate, and government

sectors in the upcoming days.

Set to be a series of nine meet-

ings, the hospital aims to famil-

iarise key players in the health

industry with its offerings. Each

meeting will be conducted with

reduced occupancy, in line with

the directives of the Supreme

Committee tasked with tackling

developments resulting from the

coronavirus (COVID-19) pan-

demic, with regard to holding

large-scale gatherings.

Commenting on the new

landmark in Oman’s healthcare

sector, Sheikha Amal Suhail Bah-

wan, chairperson of Oman Inter-

national Hospital, said, “At

Oman International Hospital, we

are committed to extending

world-class medical and health

services to the people of Oman

and setting a new standard in the

sector. We believe that this new

investment in the health sector is

a major milestone, which has re-

sulted from a strategic collabora-

tion between the government

and private sectors that is fo-

cused on delivering high-quality

and efficient healthcare. 

‘Our mission is to provide ex-

cellence in terms of healthcare,

diagnosis and clinical treatment

to all the people.”

Oman International Hospital

was established with the objec-

tive of creating a unique environ-

ment for the implementation of

clinical and research activity in

Oman. It hosts health profes-

sionals in various specialisations,

international key leaders from

abroad and has different partner

entities – from the academic

world to medical and pharma-

ceutical domains, as well as IT,

architecture, certification com-

panies, offering the best services,

while keeping in mind patients’

well-being and comfort. 

“The OIH has recognised in-

stitutions as partners, such as

the University of Coimbra, which

is considered to be one of the

oldest and the most prestigious

academic institutions in the

world, Siemens, IBM and Ciber-

bit among many other well-

known organisations that will

add value to this outstanding

hospital and make the difference

in the healthcare scenario of the

Gulf region. The OIH is the

largest private health entity in

Oman, with an area of

42,000sqm built from the

ground up, as per the highest

standards of quality, and it’s

ready to allocate +200 beds,

have 41 medical consultation of-

fices, 73 observation/treat-

ment/exam rooms, five operat-

ing theatres, three delivery

rooms, an emergency depart-

ment, full range of intensive care

units, a radiology department, a

medical SPA, R&D facilities and

four laboratories,” said Dr José

Alexandre Cunha, chairman of

Idealmed GHS and Board Mem-

ber of OIH.

Integrated into the same com-

plex, OIH has four main Excel-

lence Centres, namely the

Women’s & Children’s Centre,

the Heart & Vascular Centre,

Ortho & Spine Centre and the

Oman Vision Centre. Each cen-

tre adopts the latest medical

practices and state-of-the-art

medical technologies.

Fathi al Balushi, chief execu-

tive officer, Oman Brunei Invest-

ment Company and vice

chairman of the OIH Board said,

“We are proud and honoured to

play our part in contributing to

the country’s healthcare sector,

in line with the objectives of the

Omani government to develop

integrated medical services and

medical training. With the gov-

ernment encouraging the private

healthcare sector, we look for-

ward to being recognised as the

reference private hospital in the

entire region.”

OIH to offer multi-specialty health services 

Four decades ago, when even the

most adventurous of the men

would reconsider their decision

of sailing to a gulf nation, A Rad-

hakrishnan touched the shores of

this beautiful country Oman.

Since then, there has been no

turning back for him. As an as-

sisting staff, he has been associ-

ated with Indian School Muscat

(ISM) for 43 years.

The school was in its neonatal

stage in the year 1978. His joining

a three-year old institution with

85 students, and witnessing it

reaching an incredible strength

of 9,500 is most certainly an in-

spiring story. Radhakrishnan has

witnessed the transition of its

premises from a seed to a full-

grown tree that spreads its

branches wider with every pass-

ing year. It is a lifetime of service

that he has rendered to the

school. His contributions to the

school have been implausible

and immense.

His integrity and allegiance

will always be a prime example

for others. His work ethics and

commitment towards the organ-

isation is legendary and unques-

tionable. He created a niche in

everyone’s heart with his smiling

disposition. The reassuring smile

on his face, the soft polite words

impacted everyone who came his

way. In this journey of life, he has

left an indelible impression with

everyone. His ability to remem-

ber the names of each and every

student and even the ex-students

is an astounding characteristic.

He has been an integral part of

the organic coexistence of the

school with its principals, admin-

istrative staff, teachers, students,

the entire workforce and the se-

quence of events.

The chairman, Board of Direc-

tors, Dr Baby Sam Saamuel laud-

ing Radhakrishnan, expressed

that the length of his tenure was

quite incredible. The president, In-

dian School Muscat Management

Committee, Ajay Kummar. J ex-

tolled him for being sincere, res-

olute and hardworking. 

Principal Dr Rajeev Kumar

Chauhan observed that Radhakr-

ishnan is conversant with every

brick of this renowned institution

and every nook and cranny of the

school is familiar with the sound

of his footsteps. His self-disci-

pline, resilience, respect for

young and old and concern for

others, will last for long in our

memory. 

Indian School Muscat family

bids adieu to Radhakrishnan. The

new innings begins. We wish

him all the very best for an up-

beat and thriving life ahead.

Radhakrishnan leaves ISM
after long years of service

Interfel, the French fresh fruit and

vegetable interprofessional or-

ganisation responsible for pro-

moting the consumption of

apples in the Middle East and the

European Commission, partici-

pated at Gulfood.

As part of their participation,

the company has revealed its

most recent trade figures which

show an increase in apple ex-

ports to the MENA region. 

According to the data, apple

exports have increased by 16.43

per cent between August 2019

and July 2020, (compared with

2018-2019), representing ap-

proximately 11 per cent of total

French apple exports. In total,

46,386 tonnes of French apples

were exported to MENA, up from

39,839 tonnes the previous year,

the top three markets being Saudi

Arabia (12,975 tonnes), UAE

(12,920 tonnes) and Egypt (6,210

tonnes), which together import

over 66 per cent of French apple

exports to the region. 

Other major markets include

Israel, Qatar, Kuwait and Oman. 

“This underscores the large

variety of apples, which are very

healthy and flavourful due to the

exceptional richness of the soil

and the climate. Also, 65 per

cent of French apples are pro-

duced in eco-friendly orchards,

which has also contributed con-

siderably towards the popularity

of French apples,” said Daniel

Soares, marketing export man-

ager, Interfel.

MENA’s European
apple imports grow

Renault Oman, from the house of

Suhail Bahwan Automobiles, has

announced a host of benefits on

Renault’s top selling and new

models as part of its special pro-

motion.

Customers who buy Renault

vehicles under the Renault Oman

special scheme are guaranteed

an assured cash gift of up to

RO3,500, free insurance, free

registration, up to three years/

60,000km periodic mainte-

nance service and three years/

100,000km manufacture war-

ranty. The offer is not applicable

for vehicles purchased for com-

mercial use, rent-a-car, taxi and

driver trainer segment. The as-

sured cash gift amount varies be-

tween models, model variants,

model year and manufacturing

year.

Renault’s special promotion,

which has already begun, will go

on till March 25. 

A spokesperson for SBA said,

“Renault Oman’s scheme offers

multiple benefits to customers

purchasing their popular models

as well as latest models. With its

pioneering engines, fuel effi-

ciency and reduced CO2 emis-

sions, Renault vehicles are

among the world’s best models.

Every Renault owner vouches for

a great ownership experience.” 

Attractive scheme
Renault Symbol: Customers who

purchase Renault Symbol will be

entitled to receive assured cash

gift of RO1,200, free registration,

periodic vehicle maintenance

service of three years/

60,000km (whichever is ear-

lier), three years/ 100,000km

manufacture warranty and free

first year insurance (Oman and

UAE only).

Renault Megane: Customers

who purchase Renault Megane

1.6lt and Renault Megane 2.0lt

will be entitled to receive assured

cash gift of RO1,800, free regis-

tration, periodic vehicle mainte-

nance of three years/60,000km

(whichever is earlier), three

years/ 100,000km manufacture

warranty and free first year in-

surance (Oman and UAE only). 

Customers who purchase Re-

nault Megane RS Trophy – R will

be entitled to receive assured

cash gift of RO3,500, free regis-

tration, periodic vehicle mainte-

nance of three years/60,000km

(whichever is earlier), three

years/ 100,000km manufacture

warranty. 

Renault Koleos: Customers

who purchase Renault Koleos

will be entitled to receive assured

cash gift from RO2,100 to

RO2,500, free registration, and

free first year insurance (Oman

and UAE only) and periodic 

vehicle maintenance of three

years/60,000km (whichever 

is earlier), three years/

100,000km manufacture war-

ranty.

Renault Duster: Customers

who purchase Renault Duster

will be entitled to receive assured

cash gift of RO1,550, free regis-

tration, periodic vehicle mainte-

nance of three years/60,000km

(whichever is earlier), three

years/ 100,000km manufacture

warranty and free first year in-

surance (Oman and UAE only).

Renault Captur: Customers

who purchase Renault Captur

will be entitled to receive assured

cash gift of RO1,700, free regis-

tration, periodic vehicle mainte-

nance of three years/60,000km

(whichever is earlier), three

years/ 100,000km manufacture

warranty and free first year in-

surance (Oman and UAE only).

Renault Dokker Van: Cus-

tomers who purchase Renault

Dokker will be entitled to receive

assured cash gift of RO1,150, free

registration, periodic vehicle

maintenance of three

years/30,000km (whichever is

earlier), three years/ 100,000km

manufacture warranty.

Renault Master Van: Cus-

tomers who purchase Renault

Master Van will be entitled to re-

ceive assured cash gift from

RO2,000 to RO2300, free regis-

tration, periodic vehicle mainte-

nance of three years/30,000km

(whichever is earlier), three

years/ 100,000km manufacture

warranty.

SBA is largely committed to

supporting Renault Oman’s

growth in the sultanate 

through major emphasis on cus-

tomer satisfaction and by provid-

ing world-class after-sales 

services in Oman. For more in-

formation, visit https://www.re-

nault.com.om/ or call Toll Free

number on 80050011.

Renault Oman announces attractive benefits for customers 

Students of the Bahwan Interna-

tional Institute of Technology

(BIIT) have outperformed in

competitive exams and academ-

ics yet another year, with many

gaining admissions in top institu-

tions in India and abroad. The 

Institute is now inviting applica-

tions for new batches for IIT-

JEE/NEET coaching.

Bahwan International Institute

of Technology (BIIT), a premier

institute for competitive exam

coaching in Oman, has always

produced excellent results, and

BIIT students have consistently

outperformed their peers in aca-

demics and competitive exams. 

They have gained admissions

in premier engineering and med-

ical colleges in India such as IIT,

NITs, IIITs, CFTIs, JIPMER and

also across the world. In fact, a

large number of NRI students,

particularly from Oman, have im-

mensely benefited through BIIT

by topping competitive exams

since 2014. 

The institute is now inviting

applications for new batches of

IIT-JEE/NEET coaching for stu-

dents from Classes VI to XII. 

With JEE scores now becom-

ing the decisive factor for entry

into top-tier Indian engineering

institutions and NEET scores

being critical for admission in

medical colleges, aspirants will

significantly benefit from coach-

ing at BIIT to score high in these

competitive exams.

Online classes
In line with the changing times,

BIIT changed the pedagogy from

instructor-based to live virtual

mode during the pandemic for

students to continue taking

classes without interruption at

the start of new academic year in

March 2020. BIIT conducted

special live classes for students

to ensure that they optimize their

time productively from home in

preparing for their new academic

year through BIIT-offered live on-

line classes without any charge.

Students across Oman regis-

tered for the free live sessions

conducted and got benefited.

BIIT students excel;
applications invited
for new batches 
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Dhaka, Bangladesh - Hun-

dreds of people in

Bangladesh took part on

Saturday in a second day of

demonstrations sparked by

the death of a writer at a

high security prison in a

case that has drawn inter-

national concern.

Protesters marched at

the University of Dhaka

chanting slogans condemn-

ing the government’s treat-

ment of Mushtaq Ahmed as

well as other dissident writ-

ers, journalists and activists.

Another protest was staged

at the National Press Club.

Demonstrators de-

manded the scrapping of

Bangladesh’s hardline Digi-

tal Security Act (DSA)

under which Ahmed was

imprisoned. The law has

been used to crack down on

dissent since it was enacted

in 2018.

Security forces clashed

with students in Dhaka on

Friday night. Police said six

people were arrested while

activists said at least 30

were injured.

Ahmed collapsed and

died at Kashimpur High Se-

curity Prison late on Thurs-

day. He was first detained in

May after criticising on

Facebook the government’s

handling of the pandemic. 

The 53 year old, a croco-

dile farmer and a writer

known for his satirical style,

was charged with spreading

rumours and conducting

‘anti-state activities’.

Protesters have called

his death a ‘custodial mur-

der’ after he was denied bail

six times in ten months.

“Mushtaq Ahmed’s

death was not a normal

death. We’ll say it was a

murder,” said Manisha

Chakraborty, a protester

with a leftwing group.

AFP

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia - US Presi-

dent Joe Biden’s decision not to

sanction Saudi Arabia’s crown

prince over journalist Jamal

Khashoggi’s murder has frus-

trated campaigners, underscor-

ing Washington’s delicate

balancing act as it seeks to avoid

a diplomatic rupture.

Washington on Friday re-

leased a long-delayed intelli-

gence report that accused

Crown Prince Mohammed bin

Salman of approving Khashoggi’s

2018 murder in Istanbul, drawing

a rebuke from Riyadh, which

strongly rejected the assess-

ment.

The public censure of the

prince and a slew of US sanctions

on dozens of Saudi officials

marks a sharp departure from

the policy of former president

Donald Trump, who sought to

shield the kingdom’s de facto

ruler.

But Washington did not slap

any direct sanctions on Prince

Mohammed, known by his ini-

tials MBS, with Secretary of State

Antony Blinken explaining that

Biden wants to ‘recalibrate’ but

not ‘rupture’ its relations with

Riyadh, a longstanding Middle

East partner.

“This is not the Saudi smack-

down that many hoped for,” said

Varsha Koduvayur, a research

analyst at the Foundation for De-

fense of Democracies, a conser-

vative Washington think tank.

“[It indicates] Biden’s overall

Saudi stance: Put values at the

heart of US foreign policy, em-

phasise human rights, and re-

verse the transactional approach

of last four years (under Trump)

- while preserving the relation-

ship,” Koduvayur added.

The Washington-based cam-

paign group Freedom House said

it was ‘disappointing and frus-

trating that the US is yet unwill-

ing to act on its own intelligence’

and impose sanctions on the

Saudi prince.

“We expect nothing less than

justice for Jamal Khashoggi and

all of Saudi Arabia’s brave dissi-

dents,” said the New York-based

Human Rights Foundation, which

produced The Dissident, a criti-

cally acclaimed documentary on

the journalist’s murder.

“The United States and the

European Union must urgently

place sanctions on MBS himself.”

The intelligence report -

which had been withheld after

being completed under Trump -

said it was ‘highly unlikely’ that

Khashoggi’s murder could have

taken place without his green

light.

The killing of Khashoggi, a

Washington Post columnist and

critic of Prince Mohammed, also

fits a pattern of ‘the Crown

Prince’s support for using violent

measures to silence dissidents

abroad’, it added.

But Saudi observers dis-

missed the highly anticipated re-

port, with Ali Shihabi, a

government advisor close to the

kingdom’s royal court, saying the

‘thin’ assessment lacked a

‘smoking gun’.

Soon after the report was

made public, the Arabic hashtag

‘We are all MBS’ began trending

on Twitter, with pro-government

cyber armies tweeting in support

of the Saudi heir apparent.

Preserving ties
Biden had pledged during his

campaign to make the kingdom

a ‘pariah’ after it got a free pass

under Trump, but observers say

he is instead adopting a middle

path.

While scrutinising human

rights, his new administration is

expected to work to preserve a

valuable security partnership

while it moves to reboot nuclear

talks with Riyadh's arch-enemy

Tehran.

Biden also needs to deal with

the top crude producer on the

highly fraught issues of energy,

counterterrorism, and efforts to

end the conflict in Yemen.

“The Biden foreign policy

team is comprised of seasoned

experts who are not so naive as

to think that they can achieve

their goals in the Middle East

without dealing with a Saudi

state that still anchors, though in

a less totalising way, both oil and

security in the Gulf,” said Kristin

Diwan of the Arab Gulf States In-

stitute in Washington.

“For this reason, they have

ruled out the sanctioning of Mo-

hammed bin Salman, preserving

space to deal with the Saudi

state and its top leadership.”

Still, Washington on Friday

announced the ‘Khashoggi Act’

that will ban entry into the US of

foreigners who threaten dissi-

dents and placed 76 Saudis on

the blacklist, in what could serve

as a strong deterrent.

Biden also appears to have

steered away from his predeces-

sor’s transactional relationship

with the kingdom, an important

buyer of US military hardware.

Recent official statements

from the US have called Saudi

Arabia a ‘security partner’, in-

stead of what the Trump admin-

istration highlighted as an ‘ally’.

In an apparent snub earlier

this week, Biden insisted on mak-

ing his first Saudi phone call to 85

year old King Salman, even as

Saudi pro-government support-

ers insisted that his son, Prince

Mohammed, was the kingdom’s

day-to-day ruler.

“Washington realises that

MBS could go on to rule Saudi

Arabia for the next half century,

so it cannot afford to completely

alienate him,” a Western diplo-

mat said.

AFP

Khashoggi case: US in balancing act

Anger over
death of
writer in
Bangladesh

United Nations - The United Na-

tions and European members of

the Security Council on Friday

called on Israel to stop demoli-

tions of Bedouin settlements in

the Jordan Valley, and for hu-

manitarian access to the commu-

nity living in Humsa al-Baqaia.

In a joint statement at the end

of a monthly session of the Secu-

rity Council on the conflict in the

Middle East, Estonia, France, Ire-

land, Norway and Britain said

they were ‘deeply concerned at

the recent repeated demolitions

and confiscation of items, includ-

ing of EU and donor funded

structures carried out by Israeli

authorities at Humsa al-Bqaia in

the Jordan Valley’.

It said the concern was also

focused on the 70 people or so

living in the Bedouin community,

including 41 children.

‘We reiterate our call on Israel

to halt demolitions and confisca-

tions,’ the statement said. ‘We

further call on Israel to allow full,

sustained and unimpeded hu-

manitarian access to the com-

munity in Humsa al-Baqaia.’

Humsah al-Baqia in the Jor-

dan Valley, a fertile and strategic

patch of land that runs from Lake

Tiberias to the Dead Sea,

emerged as a flashpoint in the

struggle over the West Bank.

It is in the West Bank’s so-

called Area C, occupied Palestin-

ian territory that remains under

full Israeli military control.

Under Israeli military law,

Palestinians cannot build struc-

tures in the area without permits,

which are typically refused, and

demolitions are common.

The UN envoy for the region,

Tor Wennesland, also voiced his

concerns over the demolitions

and land confiscations. He said

Israel security forces had ‘demol-

ished or confiscated 80 struc-

tures’ in the Bedouin community.

AFP

UN, European states call on Israel to halt demolitions 

Washington, US - President Joe

Biden said on Friday that a US

airstrike against an Iranian-

backed militia in eastern Syria,

the first since he took office,

should be seen by Iran as a warn-

ing. Asked what the message

was from the airstrike, Biden said:

“You can’t act with impunity.”

“Be careful,” he added, speak-

ing in Houston during a tour of

relief efforts after a huge winter

storm in Texas.

Syria and Iran on Friday con-

demned the attack with Damas-

cus calling it a ‘bad sign’ from the

new Biden administration and

Tehran saying it would further

destabilise the region.

Pentagon spokesman John

Kirby said two F-15E ‘Strike Ea-

gles’ dropped seven precision-

guided munitions on Thursday

on facilities in eastern Syria used

by the militias believed to be be-

hind a spate of rocket attacks on

US troops in Iraq.

White House Press Secretary

Jen Psaki said Biden was sending

‘an unambiguous message’.

“He’s going to act to protect

Americans and when threats are

posed, he has the right to take an

action at the time and in the man-

ner of his choosing,” Psaki said.

Secretary of State Antony

Blinken said the administration

wanted to make it ‘very, very

clear - notably to Iran - that they

cannot act with impunity against

our people, our partners, our in-

terests’.

“And I think - and expect -

that that message was clearly re-

ceived,” Blinken said. 

Syria condemned the strike as

‘cowardly American aggression’.

“It is a bad sign regarding the

policies of the new US adminis-

tration which should adhere to

international (norms),” the For-

eign Ministry said.

The Iranian Foreign Ministry

strongly condemned what it

called ‘illegal attacks’ that are a

‘clear violation of human rights

and international law’.

The airstrikes would lead to

‘intensifying military conflicts

and further destabilise the re-

gion’, the Foreign Ministry

spokesman said.

Hashed casualties
The Syrian Observatory for

Human Rights said at least 22

fighters from Iraq’s state-spon-

sored Hashed al Shaabi paramil-

itary force were killed.

It said US warplanes hit three

trucks loaded with munitions

coming from Iraq near the Syrian

border town of Albu Kamal and

destroyed border posts of the

Hashed, an umbrella group that

includes small militias with ties

to Iran.

Kirby said the Pentagon had

received ‘preliminary details’

about casualties but declined to

release any figures. He said nine

‘facilities’ used by the militias

were ‘totally destroyed’ and two

‘partially destroyed’.

It was the first US military ac-

tion targeting such groups since

Biden took office five weeks ago

and came just as Washington

had opened the door to resuming

negotiations with Tehran over its

nuclear programme.

Kirby said the targeted loca-

tion was used by Kataeb Hezbol-

lah and Kataeb Sayyid al

Shuhada, two Iraqi pro-Iran

groups operating under the

Hashed. 

Kataeb Hezbollah said one of

its fighters was killed and

slammed the strike as a ‘heinous

crime in violation of international

law’. Kirby said Iraqi and Kurdish

partners had provided intelli-

gence that led to the identifica-

tion of the groups behind the

rocket attacks.

Iraq’s Defence ministry de-

nied the US had coordinated with

it to conduct the strike.

AFP

US airstrike on Syrian targets 
a warning to Iran, says Biden

New Delhi, India - India on Sat-

urday hit back at UN rights ex-

perts who accused the country of

jailing a British arms dealer extra-

dited from the United Arab Emi-

rates in a suspected swap for a

runaway princess.

Christian Michel has been im-

prisoned in India since Decem-

ber 2018 after he was extradited

from Dubai on charges of bribing

and conspiring with Delhi offi-

cials over a major helicopter deal. 

On Friday the United Nations

Working Group on Arbitrary De-

tention (WGAD) raised con-

cerns that his extradition

represented ‘a de facto swap’ for

India’s capture and return of a

high-profile detainee to the UAE,

without providing more details.

Michel’s detention was politically

motivated and without a legal

basis, WGAD said, demanding

his immediate release and com-

pensation from both nations.

But India’s Foreign Ministry on

Saturday rejected the assess-

ment and accused the expert

group of bias, accusing them of

having an ‘inaccurate under-

standing of the country’s criminal

justice system’. 

They said that Michel’s re-

moval was permitted under an

extradition treaty between the

states. ‘The arrest and subse-

quent custody were done as per

the due process of law and can-

not be considered arbitrary on

any grounds,’ it said.

The ministry said Michel has

been given all legal rights.

New Delhi did not directly

comment, however, on allega-

tions his extradition were part of

a ‘de facto exchange’ for princess

Sheikha Latifa, daughter of

Dubai's ruler Sheikh Mohammed

bin Rashid al Maktoum.

Latifa attempted to flee her

homeland in December 2018 on

a boat that was intercepted by

commandos off India’s coast, ac-

cording to the UK-based group

Detained in Dubai.

AFP

India rebuffs UN

take on extradition

of UK arms dealer

This file photo shows beduins of Humsa al-Baqaia moving around their settlement two days after Israeli army

demolished nearly 80 homes, in east of the occupied West Bank village of Tubas on November 6 last year (AFP)

Christian Michel

This handout satellite image taken on Friday shows the aftermath of

recent US airstrikes on the Syria-Iraq border near Alm-Qaim in Iraq (AFP)

This file photo friends of murdered Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi with posters bearing his picture at an event marking the second-year anniversary

of his assassination in front of Saudi Arabia’s Consulate in Istanbul on October 2 last year (AFP)
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WORLD

COVID-19 PANDEMIC

Paris, France - The novel

coronavirus has killed at least

2,518,080 people since the

outbreak emerged in China in

December 2019, according to

a tally from official sources at

1100 GMT on Saturday. 

At least 113,374,410 cases

of coronavirus have been reg-

istered. Of these, at least

69,506,100 are now consid-

ered recovered. 

These figures are based on

daily tolls provided by health

authorities in each country

and exclude later re-evalua-

tions by statistical organisa-

tions, as has happened in

Russia, Spain and Britain. 

On Friday, 9,676 new

deaths and 421,848 new

cases were recorded world-

wide. Based on latest reports,

the countries with the most

new deaths were the US with

2,046 new deaths, followed

by Brazil with 1,337 and Mex-

ico with 782. 

The US is the worst-af-

fected country with 510,467

deaths from 28,486,575

cases. After the US, the hard-

est-hit countries are Brazil

with 252,835 deaths from

10,455,630 cases, Mexico

with 184,474 deaths from

2,076,882 cases, India with

156,938 deaths from

11,079,979 cases, and Britain

with 122,415 deaths from

4,163,085 cases. 

The country with the high-

est number of deaths com-

pared to its population is

Belgium with 190 fatalities

per 100,000 inhabitants, fol-

lowed by Czech Republic

with 189, Slovenia 184, Britain

180 and Italy 161. 

Europe has 848,583

deaths from 37,377,892

cases, Latin America and the

Caribbean 673,866 deaths

from 21,221,851 infections,

and the US and Canada

532,372 deaths from

29,346,951 cases. 

AFP

Wellington, New Zealand -

Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern

ordered New Zealand’s largest

city back into lockdown on Sat-

urday as COVID-19 cases con-

tinued to be detected in the

community.

The latest restrictions in

Auckland will last at least seven

days and come less than two

weeks after a three-day shut-

down in the city.

Ardern said a new coron-

avirus case confirmed on Satur-

day could not be directly

connected to other positive

tests over the last two weeks,

although a school in South

Auckland was a common link.

From Sunday morning the

city’s 1.7mn residents must stay

at home except for essential

shopping and work.

Schools and non-essential

shops will close, and entry in

and out of the city will be re-

stricted.

The remainder of the country

will be under level two restric-

tions which include limits on the

size of public gatherings.

Ardern said there was ‘cause

for concern’ that the latest case

involved a person who had been

infectious for a week but had

not been in isolation.

Since the latest outbreak first

emerged in a family of three,

several people have reported

symptoms, with the school in

South Auckland the connecting

factor.

Ardern blamed the creeping

spread of community infection

on people not isolating when

they should have been.

In the latest case the person

visited a doctor on Friday and

then went to the gym.

“It’s frustrating,” Ardern said. 

Authorities have the ability to

take enforcement action against

rule breakers but that needed to

be balanced with ensuring peo-

ple with symptoms came for-

ward, the prime minister added.

“We will always weigh up,

are we creating an environment

where people will be open and

honest?” she said. “We are

dealing with young people here

and what we ask them to do is

share with us their entire lives,

and it’s very important that we

have a situation where people

are able and willing to do that.”

New Zealand has been

widely praised for its handling of

the pandemic, with just 26

deaths in a population of 5mn.

AFP

New Zealand’s largest city
in lockdown as virus lingers

Yangon, Myanmar - Myanmar

police fired rubber bullets to dis-

perse protesters in Yangon on

Saturday, after the country’s am-

bassador to the United Nations

broke ranks to make an emo-

tional plea for action against the

military junta.

The country has been shaken

by a wave of protests since a

coup toppled civilian leader

Aung San Suu Kyi on February 1.

Authorities have ramped up

the use of force to suppress dis-

sent, deploying tear gas, water

cannon and rubber bullets to dis-

perse some protests. Live rounds

have been used in isolated cases.

In Myanmar’s biggest city

Yangon on Saturday, police used

rubber bullets to disperse a

demonstration at Myaynigone

junction, the site of an hours-long

standoff the day before. 

“What are the police doing?

They are protecting a crazy dic-

tator,” the protesters chanted as

they were chased away by the

police.

Hundreds of ethnic Mon pro-

testers had gathered there to

commemorate Mon National

Day and protest the coup, joined

by other minority groups.

They scattered into residential

streets and started building

makeshift barricades out of

barbed wire and tables to stop

the police. Many wore hard hats

and gas masks, wielding home-

made shields for protection.

At least 20 protesters were

arrested, a police official con-

firmed.

Local reporters broadcast the

chaotic scenes live on Facebook,

including the moments when the

shots rang out, which AFP re-

porters on the ground also wit-

nessed.

“We will try to find another

way to protest - of course, we are

afraid of their crackdown,” said

protester Moe Moe (23), who

used a pseudonym. “We want to

fight until we win.”

At least three journalists were

among those detained, including

an Associated Press photogra-

pher, a video journalist from

Myanmar Now, and a photogra-

pher from the Myanmar

Pressphoto Agency.

At nearby Hledan junction

several rounds of stun grenades

were fired, according to AFP re-

porters, and a police source said

more than 140 people had been

arrested. Another protest near a

shopping centre in nearby

Tamwe Township was broken up

by police.

Similar scenes of chaos

played out across Myanmar as

demonstrators entered their

fourth week of daily protests

against the junta.

AFP

Myanmar police forces fire rubber bullets
on protesters as UN diplomat breaks ranks

Toronto, Canada - All a Cana-

dian woman wants for her 94th

birthday is a COVID-19 vaccine,

according to a handwritten sign

outside her home in Toronto.

‘I am 94 today! No gifts, just

the vaccine please,’ it reads.

Nina Rockett’s daughter

Margot made and hung the

banner at her mother’s house in

Canada’s largest metropolis

when she turned one year older

on February 24, amid mounting

frustrations with the relatively

slow pace of Canada’s vaccine

rollout.

Canada has ordered or re-

served more than 400mn doses

of vaccine from seven suppliers,

and started inoculating its citi-

zens in December 2020 with

the first authorised candidates

made by Pfizer-BioNTech and

Moderna. A third one devel-

oped by AstraZeneca was ap-

proved on Friday.

But the nation, with no vac-

cine production capacity of its

own, hit a bump in the past

month with shortages and de-

livery delays linked to European

manufacturing issues.

So far less than three percent

of Canada’s population of 38mn

has received at least one shot.

“It was the night before my

mother’s birthday and I realised

she is turning 94 and she has no

vaccine,” Margot said in an in-

terview with AFP.

She lamented ‘a lot of broken

promises’ and a lack of firm in-

formation from doctors, public

health officials and govern-

ments. Each of Canada’s ten

provinces is responsible for ad-

ministering vaccines purchased

in bulk and distributed by the

federal government.

“What is happening here is

terrible, is shameful,” she said. “I

was fed up and I thought I just

want the world to know that she

is 94 and she is worthy of having

the vaccine - and she wants it.”

As she spoke, the sounds of

a passing car honking its horn

broke the uneasy quiet of the

neighbourhood in a city that has

been in a pandemic lockdown

since December 26.

It’s been two days of ‘horns

honking, thumbs up,

(passersby) yelling I support

you’ and sharing stories of being

unable to see their isolated eld-

erly parents or grandparents for

fear of unwittingly passing on

the novel coronavirus to them,

Margot Rockett said.

“I think everybody should

hang a banner like this” to raise

awareness of the plight of the

elderly in Canada over the past

year, she commented.

AFP

Canadian wants no presents, just COVID vaccine for 94th birthday 

Policemen get ready to patrol a promenade in the city of Nice

during the first weekend lockdown, on Saturday (aFP)

Virus killed over
2.5mn globally

Lagos, Nigeria - Abductors have

freed 42 people, including 27

children, snatched from a school

in central Nigeria ten days ago,

officials said on Saturday, a day

after more than 300 schoolgirls

were abducted by gunmen in the

northwest.

‘The abducted students, staff

and relatives of Government Sci-

ence College Kagara have re-

gained their freedom and have

been received by the Niger state

government,’ Niger state gover-

nor Abubakar Sani Bello said on

Twitter.

In mid-February, gunmen in

military uniforms raided the col-

lege, killing one student and tak-

ing 42 others - including 27

schoolboys, three teachers and

other relatives of school staff, of-

ficials said. 

Northwest and central Nigeria

have seen a surge in attacks by

heavily armed criminal gangs lo-

cally known as ‘bandits’ who raid

villages, killing and abducting

residents after looting and torch-

ing homes. 

On Friday, in the Jangebe, a

village in Zamfara state, a sus-

pected criminal gang attacked

the Government Girls Science

Secondary School in the coun-

try’s third school attack in less

than three months - a series that

has revived traumatic memories

of the ‘Chibok girls’ kidnapped

by extremists nearly seven

years ago.

Zamfara State Police Com-

mand, working with the military,

‘commenced a joint search and

rescue operations with a view to

rescuing the 317 students’, police

spokesman Mohammed Shehu

said. 

The situation in Jangebe was

tense as local people vented their

anger on journalists, security

personnel and officials who ar-

rived in the village.

Nigerian President Muham-

madu Buhari condemned the lat-

est kidnapping as ‘inhumane and

totally unacceptable’.

‘This administration will not

succumb to blackmail by bandits

who target innocent school stu-

dents in the expectations of huge

ransom payments,’ he said in a

statement on Friday.

AFP

Hostages released after
ten days in Nigeria

Police arrest protesters following a demonstration against the military coup, in Yangon on Saturday (aFP)

Nina Rockett’s (in the photo) daughter showed her frustration over the government’s slow rollout of vaccine

by making and hanging the banner outside her mother’s house on the birthday on February 24 (Twitter)

From Sunday morning the Auckland city’s 1.7mn residents must stay at home except for essential shopping and work (aFP)

There is a cause for concern that 
the latest case involved a person 
who had been infectious
for a week but had not 
been in isolation

Jacinda ardern 



dAIlY CrossWord

LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 and

only one instance of each number

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21

It’s fine to start being tighter with your money. Being thrifty right

now is wise. Just don’t let the idea of saving every single penny

take over your world. Obsessions of any kind are not optimal, but

an obsession with saving money could alienate you from other

people. Just as you have to invest in your financial health, you need

to invest in your social health. Don’t bow out of something fun.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20

You’re going to feel more idealistic. The world looks like a great

big bunch of happy people who want only the best for each

other, and you’re one of them. Getting back in touch with your

more positive self is going to feel good. Even if you get into an

argument with someone who woke up on the wrong side of the

bed, you’re going to be able to cheerfully agree to disagree.

Solution 20-25 words: Excellent, 15-20 words: Very good, 

10-15 words: Good, 5-10 words: Average

You have three minutes to

find all the words 

contained in this word. 

Rules: Words should be at

least four letters long, proper

nouns and duplicates don’t

count

WORD BUILDER

Each game will present you with a matrix filled with letters. 

The objective is to form words by linking adjacent letters - to the 

left, right, on top, bottom, or 

diagonal to each other. 

The Boggles Classic game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words are valued at

one point for each letter in excess of two letters. A three letter word

is worth one point, a four letter word is 

worth two points, and so on. 

Valid words must be at least three letters long. 

DO YOU SUDOKU?

TEST YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE

BOGGLER
SUDOKU EASY 

ANSWER

Answers:1: b 2: b 3: b

brEAK
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CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22

The two sides of you, your public persona and your private

persona, need to be kept separate. And make that separation

stick. The people who want you to mix the two halves together

don’t necessarily have your best interests at heart. They aren’t

thinking selfishly, but they are thinking senselessly. Maybe they

can meld their two halves together seamlessly, but you can't.

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22

You could have a lot of warm conversations with people, so enjoy

discovering the softer side of the folks you used to think were

hard to get along with. Whether this change in the temperature is

due to their change of heart or your overwhelming charm isn’t

relevant. All that matters is that things are getting better and

you’re connecting with more types of people than ever before.

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22

Friends and family are foremost in your mind right now because

they’re the people who always have your back. New faces may

promise intrigue, excitement, or even romance, but they could

also bring nothing but stress, disappointment, and drama. What

you need right now is reliability. You need to be with people who

know you inside and out. That’s the best way to relax.

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22

Your day could get off to a vocally aggressive start. Jumping 

to conclusions could put you in an awkward spot if 

you’re trying to navigate tricky communications. The 

times when getting angry or overreacting will help your 

case are few and far between. Try to look at situations 

calmly and keep your blood pressure in check!

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21

A friend needs your advice somewhat desperately, but they’re

too embarrassed to talk to you about it. So turn on your

antennas and keep an eye out for which friend it might be. Send

a few e-mails to the likely party and just check in with how they

are. They’ll appreciate you meeting them halfway in this

situation. It makes them feel like you’re really there for them.

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER 21

Timing is everything, and that’s never more applicable than in a

romantic situation. Luckily, you've got great timing right now, so

if you have been waiting to work up the nerve to ask someone

out, you’ll suddenly start to feel a lot braver about the idea. You

should take a philosophical view of the proposition and not

worry so much whether they’ll accept your invitation or not.

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18

Emotional breakthroughs don’t come along every day, so when

you start to feel like you’re coming to a realisation today, you

need to stop whatever you’re doing and devote some serious

time to contemplating what it all means. If you just can’t afford an

hour to sit by yourself, at least try to make some time later. Your

mind is in the right place to look at tender issues with a new eye.

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19

Today you need to put the past behind you. Accept what it was

and try to learn from it. There is no way to change it, so you

need to settle in and be comfortable with it. What you did (or

didn’t do) will fade as time goes by. Your patience is strong and

it will get you through the rough parts. The people who love you

will offer you great distractions too, so talk with your friends.

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20

It’s time for you to starting using your wonderful creativity to its

full potential. It’s good for more than just writing cute little notes

inside birthday cards, you know. Go get some inspiration

outside, or, if the weather doesn’t make a long walk possible, at

least spend some time looking out the window at the wonders of

nature. Then think about what interests you and intrigues you.

KIds ColourINg

ACROSS

1 Computer

communication

device

6 Highly excited

10 Hence, to Caesar

14 British streetcars

19 Burn ___ in one’s

pocket

20 Zeus’ wife

21 Synagogue

22 Allow

23 Plateaus

25 Fit for inhabiting

27 Stray

28 Cookbook

quantity

30 Ever, to Byron

31 Very harmful

33 Harvests

34 ___ blanc: French

sauce

36 Indian tenant

farmers

39 Dine

40 Stone heap

42 Church recess

45 Russian range

47 A Barrymore

49 Moist

53 Win and show

54 Complete meals

57 Iroquoian

58 Let

60 Of early Sanskrit

61 Southern

constellation

62 A Kilmer poem

63 Superintend

65 Tomcod or

pollock

67 Floating

68 King Cole

69 Belonging to

Leander’s lover

70 Residue

71 Linear measure

74 Ill-tempered

75 Scorn

80 Terminate

81 Feel ill

82 Inventor Howe

84 Ornamental cases

85 Milkweed

86 Ping-pong

89 Nick and Nora’s

dog

90 Slight

91 Synthetic fiber

92 Donjon

93 Endure

94 Faithful

96 Weep

99 Train

101 Vein

104 Eliot’s cruelest

month

106 Double dagger

110 Card game

111 Reverse a

situation

116 Tidbit for a

pangolin

117 Out in the open

119 Capable of being

introduced from

abroad

121 Heads

122 Moselle feeder

123 Vegas lights

124 Daytime’s TV icon

125 Small drink

126 Being

127 Actor Peck, to

friends

128 Old English courts

DOWN

1 Married

2 Chicago hub

3 Sao Tome and

Principe money

4 Building wing

5 Suitably

6 Pequod skipper

7 Col.’s superior

8 “Law and ___”

9 Fumigates

10 Barred

11 Elec. devices

12 “Project

Runway’s” Tim

13 Norse king

14 British journal

15 Letters on a

vitamin bottle

16 Brownish-yellow

17 Distance runner

18 Cubic meter

24 Arrangement

26 Marriageable

29 City by the

Pyrénés

32 Vanity

35 Covertly

37 Crossbeam

38 Toothy tiger

40 Harmony

41 Philippine native

42 Competent

43 Hammer part

44 Dateless

46 Law deg.

48 Massenet opera

50 Scope

51 Appearance

52 Nuisance

55 “The ___

Sanction”

56 Brilliant red

59 Growing outward

62 Savor

64 Old English letter

66 Holmes’s creator

67 River in Thailand

69 Greeting

71 Girl, in Glasgow

72 Black

73 “___, the Killer

Whale”

74 Sorceress

75 Flogged

76 Willow

77 Ponder

78 Pocket bread

79 Despot

81 Wide shoe width

83 Black, red or

India

86 Audition

87 Enclose in a

globe

88 Arachnid

95 Supplicate

97 Mine yield

98 Caustic

100 Architectural fillet

101 Drops heavily

102 Chinese province

103 Bingo resembler

104 Book of maps

105 More ineffectual

107 Marten species

108 Fiord

109 British carbines

112 Demolish, in

London

113 Basketballer’s

orgs.

114 Elks’ gp.

115 Yearn

118 Female pronoun

120 Ginger ___

C
I E

KH
C

N

ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19

You have a lot of interesting opportunities now, so you can afford

to be very selective about which ones to accept. You shouldn’t say

yes to all the invitations you’ve received. You won’t have enough

energy to enjoy them all. It's important to have balance in your

life, so partying all the time is just as bad as never partying at all!

But don’t forget that you'll have to do things out of obligation too.

DAILY CROSSWORD 
ANSWERS (FEBRUARY 25)

YOUR DAILY HOROSCOPE

1. The world's largest interna-

tional organisation and a 

successor to the League of

Nations is

a. UNESCO

b. UNO

c. UNICEF

d. None of the above

2. Tomb of Vasco-da-Gama is

situated at

a. Chittorgarh (Rajasthan)

b. Kochi (Kerala)

c. Coimbatore (Tamil Nadu)

d. Durgapur (West Bengal)

3. UNO Day is on

a. 20th July

b. 24th October

c. 14th November

d. 12th February
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CLASSIFIEDS 
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member, 4+ years work experi-
ence in Oman, driving licence,
NOC available, looking to join 
a finance and accounts team. 
Contact 95785272

	����������������"������
in Muscat, has got 9 years 
experience. Contact 78344297

��������
�����
�� ���������� in
Accounting, 15+ Years of Experi-

ence in Oman, UAE & India as 
Finance / Accounts Manager /
Chief Accountant. Looking for 
a Job. Contact: 79007124 /
78039524. Email:
sheikcok@yahoo.com 

BIRTHDAY WISHES
RIDA FATIMA RIZVI

February 28
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TO ADVERTISE IN 
MUSCAT DAILY

CLASSIFIEDS
CALL 99104346 

OR E-MAIL
dailyclassifieds@
apexmedia.co.om

B
ritish artist Sacha Jafri 
on Thursday unveiled 70
framed sections of his
work 'Journey of Human-
ity', the world's largest
painting on canvas, which

will be auctioned off to raise millions for
charity.

The 44-year-old contemporary artist
hopes his Guinness World Record-holding
painting, which spanned 1,595.7 sqm of the
ballroom at Dubai's Atlantis, The Palm hotel,
will spark a humanitarian movement. The
colourful painting now adorns the walls of the
luxury hotel's ballroom in 70 separate framed
pieces of varying sizes that will be sold at auc-

tions in the coming years.
The aim is to raise at least $30mn to fund

health, sanitation and education initiatives for
children in impoverished parts of the world.
But Jafri, who is currently based in Dubai in the
United Arab Emirates, said he has an even
bigger goal.

"I don't want this to be a one-off thing. I
want to actually help change the world, and
the way to do that is we're going to put the in-
ternet in all the poorest communities of the
world," the artist told AFP. "Then we can bring
education in, and give (children) a real educa-
tion. And where are they going to put that?
Back into their community.

"All you need is five success stories from

those communities and you can change the
world. That's what we're going to try to do. It's
going to take 10 years, but we can do it."

Humanity-inspired
For Jafri, the devastating impact of the coron-
avirus pandemic across the globe has res-
onated with him, highlighting a break between
humanity and the planet and driving him to
focus his efforts on connecting people to
counter its impact on children.

"When humanity becomes disconnected
from the soul of the Earth, it's a far bigger
problem than COVID-19 will ever be," he said.
"We were allowing the destruction of the
planet, that's well known, but what isn't well

known is that we were allowing the destruc-
tion of humanity. That's unforgivable," added
Jafri, sporting a paint-splattered blazer over
jeans, a white T-shirt and cowboy boots.

Children from 140 countries submitted art-
work online to be included in Jafri's creation,
which was completed at the end of Septem-
ber, shortly before it was confirmed by 
Guinness World Records as the "Largest Art
Canvas".

"It depicts the soul of the Earth, nature, 
humanity itself, the love and nurture of the
mother, the guidance and protection of the fa-
ther, as they guide their child through life and
enable them to feel safe, loved and brave, so
they can grow their wings, make their dreams

come true, and take them into the solar 
system," Jafri asserts.

Herculean effort
Time taken – The artwork took Jafri
seven months to complete.
Pace of work – He worked around 18 to
20 hours a day.
Material used – He used more than
6,000 litres (1,500 gallons) of paint.
Tools needed – Over 1,000 brushes
were his key tools.
Task – Laying 300 layers of colour on the
massive canvas.

Sacha Jafri with his huge canvas

JOURNEY OF HUMANITY
World's largest art canvas to raise $30mn for charity
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BeHinD tHe BrUSH

Art mentAlity

Hubert Vaz

T
he definition of art has taken on
many forms ever since its evolu-
tion from cave art during the stone
age (when the sole purpose of art
was said to be the need to trans-
mit information) to contemporary

art since the second half of the 20th century wherein
art is not bound by any single objective.

Leo Tolstoy’s What is Art? (1896), a treatise con-
cerning the nature and purpose of art, does not define
art in terms of its ability to express form and beauty,
but instead defines art in terms of its ability to com-
municate concepts of morality. According to Tolstoy,
art cannot be defined as an activity which produces
beauty, rather it is an important means of expression

of any experience or of any aspect of the human 
condition.

Tolstoy defines art as an expression of a feeling or
experience in such a way that the audience to whom
the art is directed can share that feeling or experience.
However, the more that art restricts itself to a partic-
ular audience, the more obscure and incomprehensi-
ble it becomes to people outside that particular
audience, he states.

According to Tolstoy, the most important quality of
any work of art is its sincerity. He claims that profes-
sionalism causes a lack of sincerity in the artist, and
argues that if an artist must earn a living by producing
art, then the art which is produced is more likely to be
false and insincere.

On the other hand, Aristotle, the Greek philosopher,
attributes much of art to the intellect's amazing ability

to recognise patterns and the human tendency to im-
itate. Humans clearly take pleasure in discovering like-
nesses, and according to Aristotle, much of our
compulsive need to create art comes from this pleas-
ure. However, imitation is not the only purpose of art.

To take it a step further, Aristotle believed that
part of the artistic exercise was not only to capture
what we see, but to make it more extraordinary by
removing its imperfections. According to Aristotle, art
is an attempt to grasp at universal truths in individual
happenstances. He took a particular interest in tragedy
through art, which he described as an 'imitation of ac-
tion'.

Artists in Oman, when asked to choose relevant
words to represent the three alphabets of the word
'ART', fished out a whole range of meaningful words
that not only represented how they view art but also

provided a window to their own mindsets. Most also
said the ability to think creatively and out of the box,
as well as the need to present inspiration in diverse
artistic forms is what sets artists apart from other
human beings. And, if granted one wish, most wished
for creating meaningful art with far reaching conse-
quences for a better world.

Here are some of their responses 
to 3 questions:

1.   What words would you choose to represent the 
alphabets A R T?

2. What makes artists different from other human
beings?

3. If granted one wish for your artistic career, what
would you wish for?

Sushmita Gupta
1. A - Avocado, R - Rhododendron, T – Tambourine.
2. Openness to accept ideas.
3. To have my art projected on the walls of Red Fort

(in India) and forts of Muscat.

Sheffy Tattarath
1. Always Remember about your Time – because we

artists don't know what it really means!
2. Thank God, you reminded me. But we are being

human, rather than human beings.
3. To have my own store of painting material, so that

I can have access to it at any time.

Dr Hafsa Banu
1. A – Aesthetic, R – Respect, T – Tranquility.
2. Artists belong to a different world all together.

Their perception and imagination of beauty and
everything in this world and beyond is way differ-
ent from other humans.

3. I wish I could meet and work with more like-
minded artists who have the same perception and
outlook like I do – a sense of acceptance, unique
yet different.

Tahira Fida
1. A – Artwork, R – Represent, T – Talent.
2. What makes me different from others is that I 

always try to look at things from ‘outside the box’
or from a creative perspective, a beautiful angle.

3. I wish to be fully devoted to improve art knowl-
edge in Oman.

Saleem Sakhi
1. A – Art, R – Remember, T – Timeliness.
2. What makes artists different from others is their

vision.
3. I wish for true appreciation.

Hafsa Abdullah Salim al Tamimi
1. A – Art & heart, R – Reality, T – Talent.
2. What makes artists stand out from the rest is their

sense of feeling.
3. I wish to be be very famous, such that everyone

around the world should view my art.

Elizabeth Davis
1. A – Abstract, R – Relaxing, T – Thankful.
2. All human beings are artists, some of them have

just forgotten it...
3. A masterpiece.

Olga Velikaya
1. Ability to Recreate the True form.
2. Ability to see beyond the image or form. An artist

doesn't just see a white cloud, he/she sees purple,
blue, grey, white, pink, forms that resemble an-
other object. Sometimes, their vision could be
compared to the way children see the world.

3. Publishing a book with my writing and drawings.

Matti Sirvio
1. Always Ready to Think.
2. His/her inner self.
3. To hang art in 100 Omani villas.

Farideh Zariv
1. A – Ability, R – Right direction, T – Talent.
2. Creativity and inspiration, and using the power of

inspiration and imagination.
3. I wish to present my works of art in museums and

galleries, and let my works reach private collec-
tions and culture/art lovers.

Harini Kumar
1. A – Artistry, R – Rejuvenating, T – Treat (a treat to

the eyes).
2. The ability to look at things from a different per-

spective. The ability to make even the mundane
things look interesting.

3. My thoughts are always racing ahead and I 
always feel I don't have enough time to complete what
I have in mind. My wish would be to catch up with my
thoughts.

Farah Asqul
1. A – Artist, R – Read, T – Thought.
2. What makes an artist different is, often they are

vulnerable, deeply sensitive people who look at
the world differently due to their wild imagination
and influences. But, they display themselves to the
world regardless of this.

3. My dream is for Oman to have its own pavilion in
the Venice Biennale and for myself to be a partic-
ipating artist.
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ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE

Manchester, UK - Pep Guardiola
rates Manchester City's 
20-game winning run as one of
the greatest achievements of his
glittering career. City moved 13
points clear at the top of the 
English Premier League with a
hard-fought 2-1 victory over
West Ham at the Etihad Stadium
on Saturday. Guardiola's side are
unbeaten in 27 games and their
run of 20 successive victories in
all competitions is a record for an
English top-flight side.

The Spaniard has won 29 tro-
phies as a manager with
Barcelona, Bayern Munich and

City, including consecutive 
Premier League titles in 2018 and
2019. But Guardiola believes
City's remarkable winning streak
this season, amid a pandemic
and despite injuries to Sergio
Aguero and Kevin De Bruyne, is
up there with his finest moments.
"It is so difficult. Twenty in this
period, in this era, with this situ-
ation around the world. To be
able to do 20 is maybe one of the
greatest achievements we have
done together in our careers,"
Guardiola said.

"That doesn't mean we will
win titles but we have not had
one week's rest in three months.

A game every three days, with
the Covid situation, injury 
situations - to make this winning
run shows mental strength."

Ruben Dias, imperious since
signing from Benfica in Septem-
ber, put City ahead with his first
goal for the club. Michail Antonio
equalised for West Ham just be-
fore half-time, but the revitalised
John Stones bagged the winner
with a fine strike after the break.

"It was really difficult. After
10-15 minutes today we realise
we are not going to paint any-
thing beautiful," Guardiola said. 

"Second half we were much
better than the first half. When

you play a lot of games, in the
league and then the Champions
League, this is normal. "We were
lucky to get all three points. The
mathematics matter at the end
of the season."

Elsewhere, Brighton lost 0-1 at
West Brom with hosts' defender
Kyle Bartley giving them an early
lead.

GERMAN LEAGUE

Bayern Munich 
go five points clear 
Berlin, Germany - Robert
Lewandowski and Serge Gnabry
both scored twice as Bayern Mu-
nich romped to a 5-1 win at home
to Cologne on Saturday to open
up a five-point lead at the top of
the Bundesliga. 

Eric Maxim Choupo-Moting
headed Bayern into an early lead
before Lewandowski, the

league's top scorer, struck twice
to increase his league tally for the
season to 28 goals.

Gnabry came off the bench to
claim two late goals at the 
Allianz Arena on his first 
appearance since tearing his
thigh a fortnight ago in Bayern's
Club World Cup final win in
Qatar.

oTHer reSULTS

SCOTTISH PREMIERSHIP:

Celtic 1  Aberdeen 0, Hibernian
0 Motherwell 2, St Mirren 1
Ross County 0, Kilmarnock 1
Dundee United 1.
AFP

City’s record run one of my 
greatest feats: Guardiola

SIx NATIONS RUGby

rome, Italy - Ireland got their first
Six Nations win this 
campaign with a 48-10 victory
over Italy as the hosts fell to their
30th consecutive defeat in the
tournament. Tries from Garry
Ringrose, Hugo Keenan and Will
Connors lifted the Irish 27-10 at
half-time.

And CJ Stander, Connors,
Keith Earls added three more
after the break for a bonus-point
win for the Irish who had lost
their opening two games against
France and Wales. 

Captain Johnny Sexton
marked his return with 18 points

on the day in the Stadio
Olimpico. "Thankfully we got vic-
tory we were desperate for," said
Sexton. "Proud of the way we
stick together and very happy to
come to a tough place like this."

Italy's six-year drought con-
tinued as Franco Smith's side are
without a win in the tournament
since beating Scotland in Mur-
rayfield back in 2015.

The Azzurri have not beaten
Ireland since 2013 with Irish trio
Iain Henderson, Dave Kilcoyne
and Cian Healy the only 
survivors of that clash on duty on
Saturday.
AFP

Improved Ireland 
cruise past Italy 

Manchester City's John Stones (L) celebrates after scoring against West Ham at the etihad Stadium in Manchester, UK, on Saturday night (AFP)

Rally legend ‘Flying

Finn’ Mikkola dies 

aged 78 

Hannu Mikkola, one of the

top-ten rally drivers of all

time, has died of cancer aged

78, his sons and the World

rally Championship have

said. "Yes, this sad news is

correct," a World rally

Championship (WrC)

spokesperson said on

Saturday. The Ford and Audi

driver, known as the 'Flying

Finn', won the coveted World

rally Championship in 1983

and Finland's notoriously

unnerving 1000 Lakes rally

seven times. Mikkola began

his career at Volvo, won his

first World rally

Championship race in a Ford

escort and secured his only

championship with Audi, his

Quattro ushering in the 

four-wheel drive revoltion.

He retired professionally

from motor sport in 1993,

with a career total of 18 wins

on the WrC stage, the last

coming in Kenya in 1987.

Woods in ‘good

spirits’ after follow

up treatment 

Tiger Woods is recovering

and in 'good spirits' after a

second day of treatment at

Cedars-Sinai Medical Center

following his horrific rollover

solo car smash that left him

with serious leg injuries. The

golf superstar was

transferred to Cedars-Sinai

on Wednesday night after

undergoing emergency

surgery the day before at

Harbor-UCLA Medical

Center to repair compound

fractures sustained in each

leg in addition to a shattered

ankle. "Tiger and his family

want to thank you all for the

wonderful support and

messages they have received

over the past few days," said

a statement on Woods'

Twitter account. "We will not

have any further updates at

this time. Thank you for your

continued privacy."

Sampaoli named 

new coach of

Marseille 

Marseille have appointed

Jorge Sampaoli as their new

coach, the troubled French

club's American owner 

Frank McCourt announced in

a statement on Friday.

Sampaoli, a much-travelled

Argentine, replaces Andre

Villas-Boas who was

suspended on February 2.

McCourt, who promised

'profound changes' at the

club, also replaced 

president Jacques-Henri

eyraud, who has become a

target of fan discontent, 

with sporting director Pablo

Longoria.  Marseille, 

second when last season 

was cut short, are 

seventh this season, 20

points behind leaders Lille.

The 60 year old is a former

Chile, Argentina and Sevilla

coach. He has signed a

contract with Marseille until

June 2023. 

AFP

QUICK  RUN

LOCAL CRICKET

Allrounder Mehran Khan’s five
for 23 guided Al Turki NMC to a
four-wicket win against IT
Works in an Oman Cricket Pre-
mier Division (50-over-a-side)
game at Al Amerat on Friday.

Also on Friday, in a T20 
Premier Division match at the
same venue, Asif Khan’s allround
show powered Renaissance CT
to an emphatic 65-run victory
against AER.

BrIeF SCoreS 

Premier Division (50-over-a-
side): IT Works 121 in 41 overs

(Rana Naeem 37; Mehran 5-23,
Jay Odedara 2-29, Hemalkumar
Tandel 2-31) lost to Al Turki

NMC 122-6 in 26 overs 

(Akshay Patel 58, Twinkal 
Bhandari 28; Mohammed
Nadeem 4-48).

Premier Division (T20): 
renaissance 176-7 (Asif Khan 51,
Rafi Ullah 39; Muzahir Raza 
2-34) beat Aer 111 in 19.2 overs

(Mahbub Alam 34; Faizal
Jerome 4-15, Asif Khan 2-21).

A Division (50-over-a-side):
Basta CT 204 in 47 overs

(Prasad Peruli 83, Chirag 41;
Khalid al Balushi 2-25, Mo-
hammed Aslam 2-28, Shaed Ali
2-38) beat oCT Muscat 192 in

46.2 overs (Munthir al Balushi
36, Shaed Ali 2; Shaheer Najeeb
3-22, Mohammed Abbas 3-24,
Nazish Mohammed 2-34).

Ireland's Hugo Keenan celebrates after scoring a try against Italy

Mehran shines for Al Turki;
Asif stars for Renaissance 

Mehran Khan (left) and Akshay Patel of Al Turki NMC

SPANISH LEAGUE

Seville, Spain - Barcelona
reignited their title hopes after
Lionel Messi and Ousmane
Dembele scored in a 2-0 vic-
tory over Sevilla on Saturday
to put them two points behind
Atletico Madrid. 

Atletico still have two
games in hand, the first of
those coming against sixth-
placed Villarreal on Sunday,
but a dip in form from La Liga's
leaders has given their chasing
rivals hope.  This was their
ninth win out of ten in La Liga,
a surge that has put them
back in contention, with
Atletico playing against Real
Madrid next weekend. 

On Saturday, it took a
counter-attack for Barcelona

to take the lead.  Messi curling
the decisive one through for
Dembele to race clear and fin-
ish.  Sevilla's fightback was
brief and ended by Messi with
six minutes left. He traded
passes with Dembele, nipped
inside Diego Carlos and tried
to finish with a chip. Bono
saved but the ball came to
Messi, one yard out. 
AFP

Barca defeat Sevilla to 
reignite La Liga hopes 

Lionel Messi (L) celebrates 

Pep Guardiola
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IndIa vS England

TEST SERIES

Ahmedabad, India - The Indian

Test pitch on which England lost

in two days pushed the players

to 'extremes' but the experience

will toughen them for the final

clash of the series, coach Chris

Silverwood said on Friday.

Trailing 2-1 to India after the

ten-wicket mauling in Ahmed-

abad, Silverwood said captain

Joe Root and his players must

now find a way to 'come out

fighting'. The pitch has faced crit-

icism from pundits though the

England management have said

nothing publicly. "Whatever the

pitch did or didn't do, India ulti-

mately played better than us on

that surface," said Silverwood.

"But it probably pushed us to

the extremes of what any of our

players... have experienced."

The conditions have clearly

rankled within the England camp.

"We will be talking about cer-

tain things behind the scenes.

Joe and I have to sit down, have

a conversation and see where we

go with it," the coach added.

After scoring just 193 runs in

two innings, Silverwood ac-

knowledged that England will

have to work hard on their confi-

dence before the fourth and final

Test starts on March 4 at the

same 110,000 capacity stadium.

The coach said the team must

aim to 'make amends and come

out fighting for the next one and

hopefully draw the series'.

Many of the young side, rang-

ing from Zak Crawley to Olly

Pope and Dom Sibley, on their

first tour of South Asia, have

come through a traumatic expe-

rience in Ahmedabad. "As tough

as it is at the moment, hopefully

this will galvanise them," he said.

"When they do get on flat sur-

faces, better surfaces, it will

make them even more hungry

and desperate to make sure they

get runs. "When we travel to

other countries, such as Aus-

tralia, hopefully if they get them-

selves in they'll get greedy and

go big. This experience will just

harden them towards that.

"Equally, the next time they

experience a situation like this, it

won't be as much of a shock to

them. As tough as it is and as

painful as it is at this moment,

hopefully we can take some

good lessons."

Silverwood backed India cap-

tain Virat Kohli's assertion that

the batting on both sides had

suffered. He said the coaching

staff were coming up for

'counter-actions' for the next

time they have to face spin duo

Axar Patel, who took 11 wickets

in the match, and R Ashwin,

whose seven wickets took him

past 400 in Tests.

AFP

Send your comments to muscatdaily@apexmedia.co.om

‘India Test pitch pushed
England to extremes’
England coach Silverwood says the experience will toughen his players

St John's, Antigua and Barbuda -

Chris Gayle was called into the

West Indies Twenty20 squad on

Friday for the first time in two

years as the 41 year old eyes a

place in the World Cup later this

year.

Gayle, one of cricket's global

superstars, was named in the 

14-man squad for the 

three-game series against Sri

Lanka which starts in Antigua on

Wednesday.

The charismatic Gayle wants

to help steer West Indies to a

successful defence of their

World Twenty20 title in India in

October and November.

The Jamaican opening bats-

man played the last of his 58 T20

internationals against England on

home turf in March 2019.

He has made 1,627 runs in the

format with a highest score of 117

at an average of over 32.

"As we build towards the 

defence of the T20 World Cup,

the opportunity is being taken to

determine our best team and

squad as we go forward," said

chief selector Roger Harper.

"Chris Gayle has performed

very well in recent tournaments

and the selection panel thinks

that he can still add great value

to our team."

Gayle has been playing in the

Pakistan Super League but will

break off to resume his interna-

tional career in the three games

against Sri Lanka taking place on

March 3, 5 and 7.

Also back in favour is 39 year

old fast bowler Fidel Edwards,

who hasn't played for the West

Indies since 2012.

The three-game floodlight 

series will be the first T20 

internationals to be played at the

Coolidge Cricket Ground in 

Antigua.

Three ODIs will also be played

in Antigua at the Sir Vivian

Richards Stadium on March 10,

12 and 14.

T20 squad: Kieron Pollard 

(captain), Nicholas Pooran (vice-

captain), Fabien Allen, Dwayne

Bravo, Fidel Edwards, Andre

Fletcher, Chris Gayle, Jason

Holder, Akeal Hosein, Evin Lewis,

Obed McCoy, Rovman Powell,

Lendl Simmons, Kevin Sinclair.

ODI squad: Kieron Pollard 

(captain), Shai Hope (vice-cap-

tain), Fabian Allen, Darren Bravo,

Jason Holder, Akeal Hosein,

Alzarri Joseph, Evin Lewis, Kyle

Mayers, Jason Mohammed,

Nicholas Pooran, Romario 

Shepherd, Kevin Sinclair.

AFP

NZC moves 
matches to 
Wellington 
Wellington, New Zealand – New

Zealand Cricket (NZC) has relo-

cated next week's T20Is in Auck-

land involving the Australia

men's team and the England

women's side to Wellington,

after Auckland was put into a

week-long COVID-19 lockdown.

The remaining matches of the

two tours are set to be played

behind closed doors.

A community coronavirus

outbreak in Auckland has forced

New Zealand cricket bosses to

hastily reschedule two T20

matches against Australia as

other affected sports assessed

their options. 

Prime Minister Jacinda

Ardern has ordered Auckland

into a seven-day lockdown from

Sunday, requiring people to stay

at home except for essential

shopping and work.

A NZC spokesman said the

third match in the current T20

series, to be played in 

Wellington on Wednesday, will

go ahead but without spectators.

Game four, scheduled for 

Auckland on Friday, has been

moved to Wellington and, again,

will be played behind closed

doors.

The spokesman said they

would wait for government 

advice on whether crowd restric-

tions are to be lifted before de-

ciding if there will be spectators

at the final game of the series in

Tauranga on Sunday, March 7.

Agencies

Ahmedabad, India - India said

on Saturday that star fast

bowler Jasprit Bumrah has left

the squad for the England Test

series for 'personal reasons'.

The surprise move came

only two days after India, with

Bumrah in the side, thrashed

England in the third Test inside

two days to take a 2-1 series

lead. The final match starts on

Thursday.

The Board of Control for

Cricket in India said Bumrah

had asked 'to be released from

India’s squad ahead of the

fourth Test owing to personal

reasons'.

"Accordingly, the fast

bowler has been released and

he will not be available for 

selection for the fourth Test."

The BCCI said no replace-

ment would be called up.

Bumrah, who has become

India's pace spearhead in 

recent years, bowled only six

overs in England's first innings

this week and none in the 

second innings when only spin

bowlers were used.

Umesh Yadav and Mo-

hammed Siraj are the other two

pacers India can call upon in

Bumrah's absence. Yadav was

added to the squad ahead of

the third Test after recovering

from a calf injury he sustained

on the tour of Australia. If the

team management chooses to

play an extra spinner or an 

allrounder, then Kuldeep Yadav

or Hardik Pandya could come

into the fray.

Agencies

Indian fast bowler Bumrah leaves 
Test side for ‘personal reasons’ 

Gayle returns to
WI T20 squad

Chris Gayle

England coach Chris Silverwood (right) chats with skipper Joe Root during a training session

Jasprit Bumrah
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50TH HIS MAJESTY'S CUP

HOCKEY CHAMPIONSHIP

For the past couple of decades
and more, a derby match 
between hockey heavyweights,
Ahli-Sidab and Seeb, is what the
hockey lovers of Oman would
eagerly look forward to. And the
reasons were crystal-clear. The
two teams have offered some of
the most thrilling and 
hard-fought games and it is no
wonder that the two giants have
dominated the domestic hockey
scene for long.

A peek into their club's roll of
honours board shows both the
teams having a record 11 His
Majesty's Cup titles to their
names. Sidab won it five times,
Al Ahli claimed once and after
their merger to form Ahli-Sidab,
the club claimed another five to
match Seeb's 11.

Following the conclusion of
the second round of the 50th 

edition of the His Majesty's Cup
Hockey on Friday, Seeb and 
Ahli-Sidab are now set to face in
the semifinals of the coveted
tournament with Oman's hockey
'Clasico' set to begin at the 
Sultan Qaboos Sports Complex
(SQSC) at 6pm on Sunday.

In the other semifinal of the
evening, which will begin at 8pm,
two teams eyeing their maiden
crown – Bausher and Sohar –
face off each other.

However, it is the match 
between arch-rivals Seeb and
Ahli-Sidab that the hockey fans
are waiting for. The last time
when the two met in a knockout
match was in the 2018 HM’s Cup
final when Ahli-Sidab beat Seeb
3-0 to equal the latter's record of
11 titles.

Prior to that, the two teams
met in the semifinals of 2016
HM's Cup which Seeb prevailed
and then went on to win the
crown, their last of the 11 crowns.
Yet another knockout match the
two were involved was the 2015
final which Ahli-Sidab won 2-1.

Since 2015, either Seeb or
Ahli-Sidab have featured in the
final of this prestigious competi-
tion and the streak will continue
with one of them meeting the
winner of Bausher vs Sohar game
in the title clash on March 1.

On Friday, Seeb held defend-
ing champion Al Nasr 2-2 to
knock the holders out of the
competition. The reigning cham-
pions made their exit as they lost
out on goal-difference to Seeb
with both collecting four points

each. Bausher topped Group B
with six points despite going
down 2-3 to Dhofar in an earlier
game on Friday.

Speaking ahead of the 
semifinals, Seeb coach Khalid al
Raisi said, “It is going to be a very
tough match. The ‘Clasico’ 
between these two clubs have
always produced thrilling action
with both the teams' players 
passionate and keen to win. I am
hopeful of a good game and 
Inshallah, a positive result for us.

“I have confidence in my boys
and the presence of three 
top-class players from India and
Pakistan have been very good so
far for us.”

Raisi said that he would be
happy if the prestigious cup is
won by one the Muscat-based
club as three of them in fray are
from capital region.

Pakistan World Cupper and
world-class dragflicker
Mubashar Ali has provided the
much-needed impetus to Seeb
and with his countrymate,
Muhammad Ateeq, and Indian
Junior World Cupper, Abharan
Sudev, teaming up well, 
unbeaten Ahli-Sidab are 
expected to face their first major
test in the tournament.

Ahli-Sidab's coach C R Kumar,
a former Indian women's and
junior team coach, who is on his

first stint with the club, sounded
confident ahead of the 
semifinals.

In his remarks to Muscat Daily,
on Saturday he said, “The team
has been playing very good
hockey and is unbeaten in both
the rounds. The confidence of
my players is high but I am aware
that Seeb is a tough team. We
are well-prepared and hope to
overcome the challenge.”

Ahli-Sidab have been relying
on their three Indian imports a lot
with Affan Yousuf, Jasjit Singh
Kular and Sayyad Niyaz Rahim in
their ranks. Ahli Sidab concluded
their group engagements with a
4-1 win over Majees on Thursday
to top the group with nine points
following their earlier wins
against Nizwa (4-0) and Sohar
(3-0). 

‘Foreign players
doing world of good’
Kumar said that the presence of
foreign players in different clubs
have raised the intensity of the
matches in the second round and
this will do a 'world of good' to
the young Omani players ahead.

“The Omani players have a
good built and few of them have
impressed me. However, what I
feel is that they lack exposure
and they need to play more 
competitions and face more 
international teams to develop
their potential further,” said
Kumar.

In the other semifinal match,
Bausher, who were finalist in

2016,  have been the team to
watch out in this edition under
coach Saleh al Farsi. 

Bolstered by the presence of
former Indian Olympian Pradeep
Mor along with India dragflicker
Gaganpreet Singh and Sukhjeet
Singh, Farsi's men topped the
group comprising defending
champions Al Nasr and Seeb
with six points. 

“It is difficult to maintain the
high-level of tempo day after day
and despite playing a decent
match, we lost to Dhofar 2-3. In
a way, it is a good wake-up call
for my players ahead of our
semifinal against Sohar,” said
Farsi.

The former UAE national
team coach, who has previously
had two stints with Sohar , said,
“We will give our best and the
boys know that they are a step
away from the summit. Sohar is
a strong and attacking team and
we have to be at our best to get
past them.”

Though Nizwa was the weak-
est team in Group A comprising
Ahli-Sidab, Majees and Sohar,
the fact that Sohar, coached by
former Oman international
Hamood al Wahaibi, managed to
strike 14 goals in the second
round (beat Nizwa 10-0, beat
Majees 4-2) underlines their 
attacking prowess. 

Sohar have roped in Egyptian
internationals to carry the 
burden of the club's campaign in
this tournament.

@ashokmuscat
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All set for hockey ‘Clasico’
Seeb meet Ahli-Sidab in first semifinal at SQSC on Sunday; Bausher face Sohar in other semifinal 

Seeb, Dhofar in a goalless draw; Ittihad down Suwaiq
Ashok Purohit

Muscat

2020-21 HIS MAJESTY'S CUP

FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP

Defending champions Dhofar
were left to rue a penalty miss as
they were held to a goalless draw
in the first-leg semifinals of the
2020-21 His Majesty's Cup
Football Championship at the
Seeb Sports Stadium on Friday
night.

In the other first-leg semifinal
match, hosts Al Ittihad took a
slender advantage against 
former champions Al Suwaiq
with a 2-1 victory at the Al Saada
Sports Complex in Salalah on 
Friday night.

At the Seeb Sports Complex,
the much-awaited clash 
between the defending Omantel
League champions Seeb and
HM's Cup reigning champions
Dhofar was expected to provide
some fireworks but except for
the brilliant penalty save by Seeb 

goalkeeper Ahmed al Rawahi in
injury time of the first half, both
teams failed to do much.

Dhofar's Omar al Malki's
penalty shot was saved by
Rawahi in the 47th minute to keep

Seeb in contention as they held
on bravely to a goalless draw.

The teams have all to play

when they meet again in the 
second leg at the Al Saada Sports
Complex on March 2.

In the second match of  the
evening, Hakeem Shaker's
Suwaiq side was a bit unlucky as
they conceded an own goal in the
63rd minute after the teams were
locked 1-1 till half-time.

Hosts Ittihad went ahead
through a spot kick converted by
Junior in the tenth minute but
three-time champions Suwaiq
were back on even keel as Issam
al Subhi found the equaliser nine
minutes later.

With an away goal, Suwaiq
was well-placed to share the
spoils before Yousuf al Saadi's
own goal handed the advantage
to the Salalah side. 

Iraqi coach Shaker will now
hope to bank on his side’s expe-
rience in the tournament when
they host the return leg at the Al
Rustaq Sports Complex on
March 2.

@ashokmuscatAction from the match between Al Ittihad and Al Suwaiq in Salalah

Ashok Purohit

Muscat

For the second year in a row,
the OHA has begun using the
VAR (Video Assistant 
Referee) system in the HM’s
Cup after the arrival of 
top-class FIH umpires, Javed
Shaikh and Raghuprasad R V
from India.

Both the FIH Grade I offi-
cials have officiated in top-
class tournaments and their
presence  will also benefit the
local umpires, who have been
rubbing shoulders with the
duo over the past few years.
The duo have been regularly

officiating in HM’s Cup.
Shaikh and Prasad have

been selected by the world
hockey governing body, FIH,
to officiate the 2020 Tokyo
Olympics. Shaikh has previ-
ously been an umpire at Rio
Olympics in 2016 and 2014
World Cup and also umpired
at the Commonwealth
Games and Asian Games.

Prasad too have umpired
Commonwealth Games,
Asian Games, three World
Cups but will make his debut
in Olympics at Tokyo. They
are the only two Indian 
umpires at the Tokyo Games.

@ashokmuscat

Muscat - The Asian Hockey
Federation (AHF) chief 
executive, Tayyab Ikram, has
arrived in Oman to attend the
semifinals and final of the
50th His Majesty's Cup
Hockey Championship. Ikram
has been a great supporter of
Oman hockey and has been
instrumental in Oman getting
to host top-level AHF 
competitions in the past.

Sources have said that
Oman Hockey Association
(OHA) are in touch with the
AHF to host another major
AHF tournament by the end
of year.

OHA chairman Talib al
Wahaibi told Muscat Daily

that the AHF top boss will be
the chief guest during the first
semifinal on Sunday and
present the 'player of the
match' award.

Wahaibi also revealed that
the second semifinal will be
graced by Sheikh Said bin
Saleh al Hinai, the first cap-
tain to lift aloft the HM's Cup
football trophy in 1971 as cap-
tain of Al Ahli Club.

Wahaibi said that they had
made attempts to invite Dr
Hamad al Riyami, who had
the honour to hold the first
HM's Cup hockey trophy in
1971 but his health condition
has forced him to express his
regret. 

Indian umpires officiate,
VAR system in use 

Action from the concluding Group B match of the HM’s Cup Hockey Championship between holders Al Nasr and Seeb at the SQSC on Friday night

Javed Shaikh (left) and Raghuprasad R V

Tayyab Ikram Sheikh Said al Hinai

AHF chief executive 
to attend HM’s Cup

Action from the match between Ahli-Sidab and Majees on Thursday

Action from the HM’s Cup semifinal first-leg match between Seeb and Dhofar at the Seeb Sports Stadium on Friday 




