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Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Heritage and
Tourism is paving the way for
recreational, adventure and eco-
tourism developments by offer-
ing a range of investment
opportunities. As part of the ef-
forts to this end, the ministry
aims to establish seven tourist re-
sorts and a visitor centre spread
across the sultanate.

An official from the Ministry
of Heritage and Tourism in-
formed that these eight invest-
ment opportunities are being
presented to invigorate the
tourism sector.

Providing project specifics, he
stated, "The ministry invites in-
vestors to build an eco-resort in
the Ghab Ali area of Khasab, Mu-
sandam, spanning an area of

=

46,796sgm, and a sports and
wellness resort in the Al Khashda
area of Saham in North Batinah,
covering 61,322sgm.”
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The Iraqi region of Rustaq in
South Batinah will see the devel-
opment of a mountain resort
spread over 43,744sgm.

Two of the seven resorts are
planned in Dakhliyah, both in the
wilayat of Al Hamra - a family
recreational resort in Jabal Shams

7 resorts planned to boost
adventure and eco-tourism

spread over 21,647sgm, and an
adventure centre and resort in
Jabal a'Sharqi covering
82,888sgm.

Dakhliyah will also get a visitor
centre in the Hail al Yemen area
of Jabal Akhdar spread over an
area of 10,000sgm.

A tourist resort in Bimmah
Beach in Quriyat is proposed on
avast expanse of land measuring
538,835sgm.

In Dhofar, a 487,486sgm his-
torical and cultural resort is
planned in Salalah.

Interested parties can obtain
the tender documents until June
1. As per the public tender notice,
the last date for bid submission is
June 29.

The ministry is also actively
working on over 40 projects to
develop the adventure tourism
sector. An executive plan to stim-

ulate adventure tourism was
launched in 2022 and will con-
tinue beyond 2025.

The ministry official high-
lighted ongoing projects, stat-
ing, "We are currently
developing a cable car project in
Oman Botanic Garden, con-
structing zip lines in various lo-
cations in Dhofar, including
Wadi Darbat for the khareef
season, and a suspension bridge
in Wadi Shab in South Shar-
giyah. A zip line in Musandam
was opened recently.”

Among the significant proj-
ects outlined in the National
Tourism Strategy is the Oman
Botanic Garden, set to open its
first phase by the end of 2023.
Spanning 430 hectares in Al
Khoudbh, it is described as one of
the world's largest botanical
gardens.

State Council,
shura debate
draft laws

Muscat - The State Council and
Maijlis A'Shura on Tuesday dis-
cussed in detail draft versions of
the Labour Law, the Social Pro-
tection Law and the biometric fin-
gerprints bill. The two councils
reached agreements on all de-
bated items, barring a few articles
in the biometrics bill draft.

The State Council and Maijlis
A'Shura held the first joint ses-
sion of the fourth regular session
of Oman Council's seventh term
on Tuesday.

The meeting was chaired by H
E Sheikh Abdulmalik Abdullah al
Khalili, Chairman of State Coun-
cil. He informed that the session
dealt with reports of joint com-
mittees, including reports on
draft versions the two laws and
the bill. This session follows the
formation of joint committees by
Oman Council to discuss the di-
vergent views on the draft laws.

The meeting was attended by
H E Khalid Hilal al Ma'awali,
Chairman of Majlis A'Shura, and
the two councils' members and
secretary-generals.

Projects worth over
RO21mn planned
in Dakhliyah

Our Correspondent
Nizwa

The Governorate of Dakhliyah
has unveiled plans for projects
valued at over RO21mn. Sheikh
Hilal Said al Hajri, Governor
of Dakhliyah, signed agree-
ments totalling RO1Imn on
Tuesday, marking a crucial step
towards the governorate's de-
velopment.

Among the agreements, key
projects include paving internal
roads in the wilayats of Al
Hamra, Bahla and Samail. Addi-
tionally, substantial improve-
ments will be made to the
entrance of Nizwa. In a bid to en-
hance community spaces, plans
also involve establishing a feed

market in Adam and developing
a park in Bidbid. The commercial
areas in Bidbid, Bahla, Nizwa and
Manah are set to undergo exten-
sive development.

An official in the Dakhliyah
Governor's Office emphasised
the overarching goal of these
projects, stating, "Our aim is to
invigorate commercial  and
tourism activities while creating
vibrant spaces for families across
all the wilayats in the gover-
norate.”

Currently, the governorate is
actively implementing 48 proj-
ects with a budget exceeding
RO9.9mn as part of the Gover-
norate's Development Pro-
gramme.

Continued on Page 02

Wahaibi strikes gold in Arab
Federation Cup for billiards

Muscat - National billiards player
Mubarak al Wahaibi won a gold
medal in a ten-ball billiards com-
petition at the recently concluded
Arab Federation Cup for Billiards
and Snooker in Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia.

Wahaibi's journey to victory
began with a captivating per-
formance in the Round of 16,
where he defeated a top-notch
cueist from Irag, securing a spot
in the quarterfinals. He continued
his winning streak by defeating
his fellow Omani competitor
Hamza al Awaidi in an intense
quarterfinal match. He advanced
to the final by overpowering
Saudi player Khaled al Otaibi.

In a highly anticipated show-
down, Wahaibi emerged as the
worthy champion, clinching the

Mubarak al Wahaibi

cup and the prestigious gold
medal with an impressive score
of 9-5 against Lebanon's Mazen
al Barjawi.

He joined forces with fellow
cueists Hamza al Awaidi and
Mohammed al Balushi to show-
case Oman's talent on the bil-
liards table.
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MHUP offers 34 sites

for investment in

eight governorates

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Housing and
Urban Planning (MHUP) is of-
fering 34 sites for investments
under usufruct contracts via the
Tatwir platform in eight gover-
norate to attract investors.

The move aims to achieve
the objectives of economic
growth, including establishment
of commercial and industrial
real estate units, while also aim-
ing to enable the private sector
to attract investments across
governorates to contribute to
the development of integrated
and sustainable urban commu-
nities.

According to an official, the
ministry will offer land measur-
ing between 2,000sgm and
5,000sgm for usufruct con-
tracts through online auction.

The 34 sites include 12 in
Dakhliyah, ten in Al Wusta,
eight in Musandam, and one
each in Buraimi, South Shar-
qgiyah, Dhofar and Dhahirah.

Those interested in bidding
for the sites must register
through the Tatwir electronic
platform using ID number or
commercial registration.

According to MHUP data, the
government allotted 12,273 res-

The 34 sitesinclude 12 in
Dakhliyah, ten in Al Wusta, eight
in Musandam, and one each in
Buraimi, South Sharqgiyah, Dhofar

and Dhahirah

MHUP OFFICIAL
idential plots of land to citizens

in 2022 till the month of August
compared to 1,762 in the same

period in 2021, accounting for
an increase of 597 per cent.
The National Centre for Sta-

i

tistics and Information'’s figures
indicate that in the first eight
months of 2022, 1,721 plots
were allotted in South Batinah,
followed by 1,692 in Dakhliyah,
1,680 in North Batinah, and
1,562 in Dhofar.

In North Shargiyah, 1,392
residential plots were allotted,
1,228 in Muscat, 602 in Bu-
raimi, 230 in Musandam and 36
in Al Wusta.

Nepal Embassy fetes

mountaineers,

promotes tourism

Our Correspondent
Muscat

More than 100 individuals, in-
cluding mountaineers, travel
agents, diplomats and represen-
tatives of Oman-based Nepali
organisations, gathered at Nepal
House in Muscat to commemo-
rate International Everest Day on
Monday.

The event was graced by
Jamal al Moosawi, Secretary-
General of The National Mu-
seum of Oman.

Coinciding with the country's
Republic Day, the International
Everest Day celebrations aimed
to showcase the allure of Nepal
and shed light on trade and in-
vestment opportunities in the
country.

H E Dornath Aryal, Ambassa-
dor of Nepal to Oman, took the
opportunity to focus on the
country's tourism attractions and
discuss the impact of climate
change on its mountains.

"The majestic mountains face
immense challenges due to rising
temperatures and extreme
weather  conditions.  These
mountains not only possess
breathtaking beauty and provide
fresh water sources, but they
also play a significant role in
maintaining the ecological bal-
ance of the oceans,” H E Aryal
stated.

The occasion also served as a
platform to honour several
guests, including Nadira al

I5M

INTERNATIONAL

EVEREST DAY

Harthy, the first Omani woman
atop Everest; Fatiyah al Zadjali, a
traveller and social media influ-
encer who has visited Nepal
over ten times; Dr Chithra
Narayan, former goodwill am-
bassador of Nepal and dedicated
social worker; and Akshaj Udi-
wal, a student of Indian School
Ghubra who reached the base
camp of Mount Everest at the
age of six.

Reflecting on her experience,
Nadira said, "Nepal instils a
sense of fearlessness; everyone

(Supplied photo)

is courageous. Scaling the high-
est mountain brings about a feel-
ing of peace and courage. The
mountains have taught us that as
human beings, we share univer-
sal thoughts and needs.”

She added, “I realised that the
material things and superficial
concerns we often fight for in our
daily lives are ultimately mean-
ingless."

She also saluted the brave
sherpas who stood by her
throughout her endeavour.

An additional attraction to the
event was the popular Omani
singer Haitham Mohammed Rafi
who enthralled the audience with
Nepali and Arabic melodies.

SQU researchers develop
system to ensure reliable
electricity transmission

Muscat - A research team at Sul-
tan Qaboos University (SQU) has
successfully designed and imple-
mented an integrated system to
monitor Oman's extensive elec-
tricity transmission network. This
groundbreaking system plays a
pivotal role in assessing the net-
work's status and stability, with
the ultimate goal of ensuring safe
operations and enhancing relia-
bility.

Dr Amer bin Saif al Hinai, As-
sociate Professor in the Depart-
ment of Electrical and Computer
Engineering and Vice-Chancellor
of SQU for Postgraduate Studies
and Research, informed that the
research team has also em-

barked on developing a simula-
tion model for the smart grid.
This forward-thinking project
aims to identify any weaknesses
within the system and devise ap-
propriate solutions to address
these effectively.

According to Hinai, Oman's
connection with other GCC
states through the Gulf Coopera-
tion Council Interconnection Au-
thority underscores the
significance of the smart grid
technology. By implementing this
advanced technology, homes and
establishments across Oman will
have access to reliable and sus-
tainable energy, meeting evolving
needs in an efficient manner.

Projects worth over RO21mn
planned in Dakhliyah

Continued from Page 01

These projects include 21 initia-
tives dedicated to development
of commercial areas, and paving
and maintenance of roads, to-
talling over RO8mn. Additionally,
five projects focus on establishing
and  maintaining  markets,
amounting to approximately
RO500,000.

Three projects prioritise the
enhancement of gardens, road
landscaping and development of
wilayat  entrances,  costing
RO319,000. The remaining 19
projects are estimated to cost ap-
proximately RO700,000.

The wilayat of Bahla wit-
nessed remarkable progress, in-
cluding paving 31km of internal
roads.

As temperature rises, strays and birds find
help from compassionate individuals

Our Correspondent
Muscat

With the blazing sun beating
down on the city, animals find
themselves in desperate need of
shelter and sustenance. Empa-
thetic and compassionate resi-
dents of Muscat are stepping
forward to lend a hand to feath-
ered friends, cats, dogs, and even
plants.

With temperatures hovering
over 40°C, it's not uncommon to
come across lifeless birds in and
around wadis, while cries of hun-
gry puppies and kittens can be
heard at night. Much needed
help is provided by the kind
hearted in the form of water and
relocating animals to cooler en-
vironments.

Sameera Masoud, an animal
lover who works in the hospital-
ity industry, is pained to see the
challenges faced by birds, cats
and dogs during the summer
months. “My friends and | often
venture into wadis after work,
searching for distressed souls
and offering them shelter and
water for rejuvenation.”

Dr Emily Shotter, a commu-
nications professional and an
animal lover, said, “This
weather may feel hot to us, but

to animals without food, water

and shelter, it's incredibly
tough.”

She keeps bowls of food and

(V K Shafeer)

Plants suffer a similar fate in
the summer heat, for which
Muscat Municipality increases
watering.

A Muscat  Municipality
worker, while watering the grass
and hedge in Ruwi roundabout,
said, “The intensity of heat has
taken its toll on the plants ex-
posed to the direct sun. | have
witnessed plants withering away
in a matter of days. To ensure
their survival, our office has is-
sued instructions to increase the
frequency of watering the grass,
plants and shrubs during the
summer months."

Piya Pawani, a model and an
animal lover, expressed her an-
guish of witnessing thirsty ani-

I, thirsty birds and animals. My car - mals on the streets. Alongside
This Weathermay port serves as a shaded respite like-minded friends, she tire-

from the scorching sun for ani- lessly works to ensure the wel-
feel hot to us, but mals.” fare of birds. “Summer poses
to animals without She urged the city's residents  critical challenges for avian

to consider the well-being of an-  species as they navigate migra-
fOOd’ water and imals throughout the year, not  tion, nesting and raising their
Sh@]tEI‘, it’s just during extreme summers.  young. Dogs and cats face dehy-

incredibly tough

DR EMILY SHOTTER

water in her car which she leaves
for cats she encounters while
driving. “I also leave dishes of
water outside my house for

Caring for stray animals is a year-
round necessity, Emily empha-
sised.

"Perhaps this heat and this ar-
ticle will make people stop and
think, and encourage some posi-
tive behaviour when it comes to
caring for animals.”

dration, heatstroke and paw pad
injuries.”

In the evenings, Piya often
rescue animals and provides
them water. She appealed to all
in the city to be kind and "if pos-
sible, adopt abandoned or stray
animals”.
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13,855 pilgrims complete all

Our Correspondent
Muscat

All together 13,855 pilgrims have
so far completed all travel re-
quirements for hajj, according to
the Ministry of Endowments and
Religious Affairs (MERA).

This figure accounts for 99
per cent of the total quota of
14,000 that Oman enjoys, while
the rest are undergoing medical
examinations.

Sultan bin Saeed al Hinai, Di-
rector-General of Administra-
tive and Financial Affairs at the
Ministry of Awqaf and Religious
Affairs and the Head of the
Omani  Hajj Mission for
1444AH, shared key details re-
garding hajj during a press con-
ference on Tuesday.

He also spoke about the im-
plementation of an electronic
management mechanism for hajj
pilgrimage.

Additionally, the conference
shed light on the comprehensive
service package provided at the
Mina and Arafat camps, as well
as the meticulous selection
process for delegation members
from the Ministry of Awgaf and
Religious Affairs.

Oman'’s quota for hajj has
been set at 14,000 pilgrims,
which include 13,500 Omanis,
250 Arab residents, and 250
non-Arab residents, Hinai in-
formed.

Furthermore, it was revealed
that the majority of the pilgrims
fall under the category of obliga-
tory hajj, accounting for 86.9%
of the total.

Other

categories include

Total value of contracts between
pilgrims and hajj companies
reached over RO24mn this year. The
Omani Hajj Mission recorded a total
of 2,657 cancellations, maximum
coming from Dhofar governorate

those performing hajj on behalf
of deceased individuals (1.8%),
on behalf of incapable individuals

(1.8%), and voluntary pilgrims,
including women relatives and
companions (9.5%).

requirements for hajj: MERA

Among the pilgrims, women
constitute 49.3%.

In the age category, individu-
als aged between 30 and 45 rep-
resent 43% of the total pilgrims
this year, while those in 46-60
year category accounted for
35.1%, followed by individuals
above 60 years at 16.6%.

Young pilgrims between 18
and 30 years represent 5.3% of
the pilgrims, the head of the

Omani Hajj Mission informed.

Regarding the costs associ-
ated with the pilgrimage, the av-
erage price for air travel stands at
RO2,054, reflecting a decrease
of 7.5% compared to the previ-
ous year (1443 AH).

Similarly, the average cost for
overland travel amounts to
RO1,367, indicating a decrease of
7.1%.

Notably, the total value of

contracts between pilgrims and
hajj companies reached over
RO24mn (RO24,191,480).

The Omani Hajj Mission
recorded a total of 2,657 cancel-
lations, signalling the necessity
to review and reconsider the ap-
plication process for hajj.

Dhofar governorate had the
highest 669 cancellations, fol-
lowed closely by Muscat gover-
norate with 573 cases.

MoCIIP calls
on people to
abide by online
marketing rules

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Commerce, In-
dustry and Investment Promo-
tion (MoClIP) has called on
people to adhere to the regula-
tions on marketing and promo-
tion on websites and social
media.

‘The ministry has noted that
some companies that have ob-
tained a licence for marketing
and promotional activities on
websites and social media do not
meet the conditions for auto-
matic licence,” MoCIIP stated.

It stressed that marketing or
promotion should not be exag-
gerated. ‘The companies should
also comply with Article No 9 of
the regulations, including licence
number.’

It warned that an administra-
tive fine of RO1,000 will be im-
posed on violators.

The ministry began imple-
menting the regulations on mar-
keting and promotion on
websites and social media on
March 24. It stressed that the
implementation of regulations
aims 'to protect merchants and
consumers, provide the neces-
sary safeguards for e-commerce
transactions and preserve the
rights of dealers’.

Charity exhibition
to support 400
children with
disabilities

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Association for Children
with Disabilities - a prominent
organisation dedicated to the
cause of children with different
types of disabilities - is organis-
ing a charity event in Fraser
Suites Muscat from June 1to 3.

The ninth edition of the Unity
Charity Exhibition, being held to
support children with disabili-
ties, will be inaugurated by H E
Dr Mona al Jardani, Undersec-
retary of the Vocational Train-
ing at the Ministry of Higher
Education, Scientific Research
and Innovation.

Khadija bint Nasser al Saati,
chairperson of the board of di-
rectors of the Association for
Children with Disabilities, said,
“The three-day exhibition, open
daily from 10am to 10pm, aims
to raise funds to support chil-
dren with disabilities. A total of
200 entrepreneurs will partici-
pate in the exhibition.”

The exhibition will feature
multiple pavilions offering a di-
verse range of products, includ-
ing perfumes, incense, men's
and women's clothing, and ac-
cessories.

Proceeds from the exhibition,
including space rental fees for
SMEs and a RO1 entry fee for
visitors, will be directed to the
association.

The participating SMEs will,
however, retain their sales earn-
ings, Khadija informed.

The association currently
serves around 400 children,
aged five to 14, across nine cen-
tres located in the wilayats of

The three-day
exhibition aims

to raise funds to
support children
with disabilities.
Atotal of 200
entrepreneurs will
participate in the
exhibition

KHADIJA AL SAATI

Seeb, Barka, Musannah, Azaiba,
Quriyat, Jalan Bani Bu Hasan,
Dhank, Yanqul, and Saham.

The association has been ac-
tively promoting - among vari-
ous segments of society, private
sector entities, and institutions
- human values and a culture of
‘donating and providing volun-
tary support to children’.

“We invite everyone to par-
ticipate in the exhibition and
support this cause,” Khadija
urged.

Oman participates in 13th
Conference of Arab Education
Ministers in Morocco

Rabat, Morocco - The Sultanate
of Oman, represented by the
Ministry of Education, is partici-
pating in the 13th Conference of
the Arab Education Ministers,
which began in Morocco's capi-
tal Rabat on Tuesday.

The two-day conference,
themed ‘Future of Education in
Arab World in the Digital Trans-
formation Era’, is being organised
by the Arab League Educational,
Cultural and Scientific Organiza-

tion (ALECSO).

The ministers on the first day
discussed several issues includ-
ing means of promoting educa-
tion systems suitable for this
digital era, formulating direction
and vision for schools and help
the existing manpower in the ed-
ucational field hone their skills in
the context of digital transforma-
tion, in addition to developing
digital infrastructure and educa-
tional administration.
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MARKET WATCH

MSX30 4,618.71
SENSEX 62,969.13
FOREX RATES

(RO1 equals)

Indian 214.75
Pakistan 73213
Bangladesh 278.64
Philippines 146.26
Sri Lanka 763.65

*Rates as on May 30
Source: xe.com

BRIEFS

US inflation guage
accelerated in
April

The US inflation measure
most closely watched by the
Federal Reserve accelerated in
April, official figures showed,
reversing a recent slowdown
and raising the chance of
another interest rate hike in
June.

Fed Chair Jerome Powell
has said the US central bank is
taking a "data-dependent
approach" to its next decision,
where it will mull if another
rate hike is needed to bring
inflation back down to its long-
term target of two percent.

The personal consumption
expenditures (PCE) index rose
4.4 per cent year-on-year in
April, up from 4.2 per cent a
month earlier, the Commerce
Department said in a
statement.

It was the first rise in the
annual figure since January,
and came as a result of sharp
annual increases in prices for
services, food and goods.

Price rises also
accelerated on a monthly
basis, the Commerce
Department said.

Inflation excluding volatile
food and energy prices also
accelerated last month to 4.7
per cent.

Sohar International,
HSBC Oman boards
approve merger

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Sohar International Bank and
HSBC Bank Oman on Tuesday
announced that their respective
boards of directors have ap-
proved the proposed merger be-
tween two banks.

Both banks' boards have
called for extraordinary general
meetings (EGMs) of their re-
spective shareholders to con-
sider the merger.

In November 2022, Sohar In-
ternational and HSBC Oman en-
tered into a binding merger
agreement, under which the two
banks agreed to take necessary
steps to implement the merger
by incorporation. The merger
discussions between two banks
initially started in June 2022.

As per the binding agreement,
all the assets and liabilities of
HSBC Oman will be transferred
to Sohar International and HSBC
Oman will be dissolved upon

completion of the merger.

The Central Bank of Oman
(CBO) approved the proposed
merger between Sohar Interna-
tional Bank and HSBC Bank
Oman in February this year.

'‘Both boards of directors
(Sohar International and HSBC
Oman) believe that the merger is
in the best interests of their re-
spective shareholders.

At the forthcoming EGMs, ex-
planatory statements encom-
passing the terms of the merger
will be presented, along with a
recommendation that share-
holders vote in favour of the
merger and each of the EGM res-
olutions,' the two banks said in a
press statement released on
Tuesday.

While the merger is subject to
the approval of the relevant reg-
ulatory bodies, the immediate
impact on banks' customers will
be unaffected by Tuesday's an-
nouncement, the statement said.

Both banks will continue to

operate independently, providing
a business as usual service until
the merger is completed.

Further details regarding the
date, time, and agenda of the
EGM will be announced sepa-
rately in due course, in accor-
dance with applicable regulation,
the banks said.

Sohar International and HSBC
Oman said they remain commit-
ted to transparency and will con-
tinue to update shareholders,
customers, and stakeholders as
the merger progresses.

In addition to the approval of
the respective shareholders of
HSBC Oman and Sohar Interna-
tional, the merger remains sub-
ject to the approval of relevant
regulatory bodies.

Total assets of Sohar Interna-
tional stood at RO4.632bn as of
March 31, 2023, while HSBC
Oman's total assets were at
R0O2.435bn at the end of the first
quarter, according to banks' fi-
nancial reports.

Photo for illustrative purpose only

Oman to sign green hydrogen
project deals on Thursday

Our Correspondent
Muscat

As part of Oman'’s efforts to be a
worldwide hub for the produc-
tion and export of green hydro-
gen, Hydrogen Oman (Hydrom)
- a subsidiary of Energy Develop-
ment Oman (EDO) - will sign the
first green hydrogen project
agreements in Oman on Thurs-
day.

These agreements fall within
the Phase A Round 1 auction
process that was kicked off in
November 2022, Hydrom said in
a press statement.

Building upon the progress
achieved since the announce-
ment of the Oman Green Hydro-
gen Strategy in October, as well
as the subsequent announce-
ment of the first public auction
bidding process, the issuance of
Royal Decree 10/2023, and the

signing of Commercial Terms
with six Legacy Initiatives earlier
this year, Hydrom will now pro-
ceed to sign its first project-re-
lated agreements, marking the
commencement of the develop-
ment stage for these projects.

H E Eng Salim bin Nasser al-
Aufi, Minister of Energy and
Minerals and chairman of Hy-
drom, will sign these agreements
with the developers in a special
event at Grand Millennium Mus-
cat. The occasion will also wit-
ness the signing of a head
usufruct agreement between the
Ministry of Energy and Minerals,
Ministry of Housing and Urban
Planning, and Hydrom, as well as
other memorandums of under-
standing (MoUs) between vari-
ous prominent entities related to
the green economy.

The signing of these agree-
ments is in line with Oman's con-

stant efforts to stimulate the
growth of its hydrogen sector by
strategically creating attractive
investment opportunities in this
promising sector. These efforts
are also aligned with Oman Vi-
sion 2040, which aims to create
a bright future for renewable and
sustainable energy to achieve
Net-Zero emissions by 2050.

Regulated by the Ministry of
Energy and Minerals, Hydrom is
the orchestrator and overall
master planner of Oman'’s green
hydrogen sector. Its mandate in-
cludes the delineation of govern-
ment-owned land areas, the
structuring of associated large-
scale green hydrogen projects,
managing the process for their
allocation to developers, as well
as facilitating the development of
common infrastructure and con-
nected ecosystem industries and
hubs.

MEM signs three mining
concession agreements

cerned, as follows: Mohammed

Muscat - The Ministry of Energy
and Minerals (MEM) on Tues-
day signed three agreements in
the mining sector for exploring
potash and lithium ore in Dhahi-
rah and Al Wusta governorates.

These agreements are in pur-
suit of a new methodology for
the development of the mining
sector, notably through the
preparation of a concession
agreement that covers legal,

technical and financial instru-
ments to be agreed by the Min-
istry and investors.

The pacts will spearhead the
management of mineral ores’ ex-
traction from the specific con-
cession areas.

The agreements were signed
by H E Eng Salim bin Nasser al
Aufi, Minister of Energy and
Minerals, and the representa-
tives of the companies con-

Ali al Barwani, chairman of
Mawarid Potash Mining Com-
pany (for concession area No 53-
B); Mohit Khimji's, CEO of
Tasnim Projects Company (for
concession area No 53-C); and
Al Zubair Mohammed Al Zubair,
chairman of Ara Natural Re-
sources Company (for conces-
sion area No 51-C).

ONA

Asyad partners with mamun to bring
vendors new crowdfundmg solutions

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Asyad Group, Oman's global in-
tegrated logistics provider, has
partnered with mamun, a lead-
ing financial technology (fin-
tech) company in Oman, to
introduce the latest supply chain
financing solutions aimed at em-
powering  Asyad's  vendor
ecosystem.

Aligned with its strategy to
support the private sector,
Asyad took this proactive step to
unlock new prospects for ven-
dors and create a growth-pro-
moting vendor ecosystem that
fully utilises innovative payment
technologies and crowdfunding
solutions powered by mamun.

Through this collaboration,
Asyad Group will endorse in-
voices  financed  through
mamun's  Shariah-compliant
crowdfunding platform, thereby
granting vendors operating in
Asyad's ecosystem better lig-

@mamun
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Asyad Group will endorse invoices financed through mamun's Shariah-

compliant crowdfunding platform

uidity and enabling them to
overcome financial obstacles
and accelerate growth.

"Our  partnership  with
mamun aims to provide our ven-
dors with efficient payment
tools, alternative financing op-
tions, and improved access to
working capital that they can
leverage to pursue growth and
prosperous ventures," said
Muhsin al Rustom, chief finan-
cial officer at Asyad Group.

He said, "This initiative is
proof of our commitment to
strengthen our private sector
partners and vendors, ultimately
creating a robust network of
vendors for Asyad and con-
tributing to economic growth
across all sectors of Oman's
economy."

Commenting on their promis-
ing partnership with Oman's lo-
gistics powerhouse, Saleh al
Tamami, co-founder and CEO at

mamun, said, "This partnership,
a true win-win-win scenario for
Asyad, its suppliers, and the in-
vestors in mamun's crowdfund,
highlights Asyad's proactive ap-
proach to enhancing its business
and treasury functions.

We look forward to onboard-
ing and working with other com-
panies in the ecosystem that
want to improve their relation-
ship with their supplier network
while reaping the benefits of the
arrangement as well."

mamun is a leading fintech
firm in Oman that offers innova-
tive solutions in the domestic
and global markets. Under this
collaboration, Asyad Group will
combine its extensive network
and industry expertise with
mamun's technological prowess
to optimise conditions and fi-
nancial services available to ven-
dors, thereby expanding their
capacity to play an active role in
the sultanate's logistics sector.

Oil majors go slow on green transition despite pressure

Paris, France - Most oil majors
are stepping up investments in
green energy but they are facing
a barrage of recriminations and
protests from activists for their
refusal to completely forsake
fossil fuels.

Campaigners again used a se-
ries of shareholder meetings in
the past month to make their
anger known and push energy
firms to do more to shift towards
solar, wind and other cleaner
projects.

In the latest action, hundreds
of protesters tried to block the
gathering of France's TotalEner-
gies in Paris on Friday, prompting
police to use tear gas to disperse
some who sat in front of the
venue.

Earlier this week in London,
protesters demonstrated outside
Shell's annual general meeting.
Inside, activists interrupted the
opening remarks of CEO Wael
Sawan while others tried to take
the stage.

Late last month, activists from
Fossil Free London disrupted the
speeches of BP's chairman and
CEO.

Groups of investors are also
demanding change - even the
Church of England's pensions
board has weighed in, deciding
to join others in voting against
Shell's "green" transition plan
and demanding more ambitions
carbon-cutting targets.

Since 2021 the International
Energy Agency (IEA) has called

for a stop to new oil projects so
the world meets the goal of
keeping global temperatures to
1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-in-
dustrial levels.

But new oil fields are still
opening as energy firms say they
must meet the unabated de-
mand for the fossil fuel.

"Climate is at the heart of our
concerns," TotalEnergies CEO
Patrick Pouyanne told share-
holder meeting as he spoke be-
hind a plexiglass that was put up
for the occasion.

He said his group has done
more than others to invest in re-
newables but that world oil de-
mand is growing and "if
TotalEnergies doesn't respond to
this demand, others will do it for

us".

Shareholders later voted over-
whelmingly in favour of the com-
pany's climate strategy, tough 30
per cent backed a non-binding
resolution from activist investors
calling for more ambitious emis-
sions targets.

Oil and gas groups - which

posted huge profits last year -
have set objectives to reduce
emissions but their investments
in renewable energy and carbon
capture remain a marginal
amount of their overall spending.

According to the IEA, such
spending rose from one percent
in 2020 to five percent of total
expenditures by last year, still
only representing a quarter of
what energy firms paid out to
shareholders.

European firms such as Total-
Energies and Equinor are doing
better than their peers, but "their
investment in clean energy is tiny
compared to their capital expen-
diture on oil and gas expansion”,
said David Tong, global industry
campaign manager at Qil

Change International.

Other than renewables and
carbon capture, energy firms
also have expertise that could be
put to use in the production of
hydrogen, biogas, ethanol and

low-carbon fuels, said
Christophe McGlade, head of the
IEA's energy supply unit.

"If they can direct more of
their spending towards those
technologies, that could really
move the needle in terms of get-
ting them to scale up, and getting
the deployment levels we need
to get on track with net zero," he
said.

Reaching net zero
The emissions reduction efforts
made by energy majors have

concerned mostly their own op-
erations, which represent only
about 15 per cent of their overall
carbon footprint.

They have in particular been
battling against methane leaks
and reduced the burning of un-
wanted natural gas at oil fields.

Such measures have helped
BP reduce its emissions by 41 per
cent from 2019 to 2022, and it
has upped its 2030 target to a
50 per cent reduction.

Even US oil majors, which
have long resisted recognising
the need to reduce emissions,
have begun to do so. ExxonMobil
plans to cut its proper emissions
by a fifth by 2030, from 2016
levels.

AFP
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US Congress in race against

time to approve debt deal

Washington, US - The bill ham-
mered out by US leaders to pre-
vent the country from a
catastrophic default on its debts
will face one final and potentially
perilous hurdle this week: Pass-
ing a divided Congress.

Lawmakers return Tuesday
from a holiday weekend with
precious few days to review, de-
bate and ultimately greenlight a
measure intended to extend US
borrowing authority in exchange
for White House policy conces-
sions, notably caps on federal
spending.

Top Republicans and Democ-
rats have scrambled to secure
congressional support for the
measure, with President Joe
Biden saying Monday he feels
"very good" about its prospects
despite having just days left be-
fore the government starts run-
ning out of money.

The weekend deal, reached
by Biden and House Speaker
Kevin McCarthy after weeks of
frantic negotiations, faces oppo-
sition from the progressive and
hard-right wings of their respec-
tive parties.

Ultra-conservative Republi-
cans feel McCarthy should have
secured far deeper spending
cuts in exchange for raising the
debt ceiling and allowing the
government to keep borrowing
money.

The left wing of the Demo-
cratic Party is equally unhappy
that Biden agreed to any spend-

The US Capitol building is seen from the base of Washington Monument in Washington, DC, on May 28 (aFp)

ing limits at all.

The House Rules Committee
meets Tuesday, a crucial test to
see whether McCarthy's own
party, which controls the panel,
can agree on a full chamber vote
on the bill, now anticipated on
Wednesday.

Biden and McCarthy both say
they believe the bill will pass the
House and then move swiftly to
the Senate.

"l never say I'm confident
what the Congress is going to
do. But | feel very good about it,"
Biden said Monday, adding that
he had spoken to lawmakers.

Any organized dissent could
force some nerve-shredding de-
lays.

The key deadline is June 5 -
when, according to Treasury es-

timates, the government will no
longer have the funds required
to pay all its debts and bills.

If that scenario morphs into a
full-fledged default, the reper-
cussions would be disastrous for
the US and wider global econ-
omy.

The basic framework of the
deal lifts the federal debt ceiling,
which is currently US$31.4tn, for
two years - enough to get past
the next presidential election in
2024.

In return, the Republicans se-
cured some limits on federal
spending over the same period.

As they finalized the text Sun-
day, Biden and McCarthy both
went into hard-sell mode to
shore up support in their parties.

Biden's message to dissident

Democrats, he said Monday:
"Talk to me."

Biden and McCarthy were
backed by vocal spin operations,
both insisting the agreement
represented a victory for their
side.

"You want to try to make it
look like | made some compro-
mise on the debt ceiling - | did-
n't," Biden told reporters.

McCarthy, for his part, touted
the agreement as a "historic se-
ries of wins."

But like Biden, McCarthy will
have to quell members of his
own party who aren't keen on
the bill.

"l want to raise the debt ceil-
ing. It'd be irresponsible not to
do it," Senator Lindsey Graham
told Fox News Sunday.

"But what | will not do is
adopt the Biden defense budget
and call it a success,” Graham
said, calling for bigger increases
to the Pentagon's budget than
currently agreed.

"l will not be intimidated by
June 5."

Chip Roy, a House Rules
Committee member, also fore-
shadowed a pitched battle over
the bill, saying he and some fel-
low Republicans oppose it.

"There's going to be a block of
us that are a no," Roy told a Fox
News reporter, in quotes that
were reposted by the congress-
man's office. "We should kill
this."

Another Republican tweeted
out a vomit emoji in response to
the deal.

In reality, the agreement rep-
resents a mutual climb down of
sorts from Democratic and Re-
publican negotiators.

Biden had initially refused to
negotiate over spending issues
as a condition for raising the
debt ceiling, accusing the Re-
publicans of taking the economy
hostage. And the big cuts that
Republicans wanted are not
there, although non-defense
spending will remain effectively
flat next year, and only rise nom-
inally in 2025.

McCarthy's wafer-thin House
majority will require significant
Democratic backing to balance
out Republican dissent.

AFP

Oil prices drop on
demand woes due to
pending US debt deal

Muscat - Oil prices fell on Tues-
day over demand worries in the
US due to the debt ceiling crisis,
ambiguity about the US Federal
Reserve's interest rate policy and
recessionary fears.

International benchmark
Brent crude traded at US$76.58
per barrel in early morning trade
in London, a 0.67 per cent fall
from the closing price of
US$77.10 a barrel in the previous
trading session on Friday, ac-
cording to an Anadolu Agency
report.

The US benchmark West
Texas Intermediate (WTD
traded at the same time at
US$72.37 per barrel, down 0.41
per cent from the previous ses-
sion's close of US$72.67 per bar-
rel.

Following discussions last
week between US President Joe
Biden and Speaker of the House
of Representatives Kevin Mc-
Carthy regarding the debt limit
crisis, both announced on Sun-
day that they would rule out a
default, easing market sales
pressure.

Meanwhile, as markets wait
for the Fed's next interest rate
decision, persistent recessionary
fears continue to hold down oil

prices.

Analysts predict that US infla-
tion will not slow down at the de-
sired pace amid strong economic
activity, raising the possibility of
interest rate hikes.

On the supply side, traders
are keeping tabs on the produc-
tion decisions of major producers
in the OPEC+ group despite the
two largest members' divergent
messages.

Expectations of further pro-
duction cuts increased after
Saudi Energy Minister Abdulaziz
bin Salman warned oil traders
last week to "watch out.”

However, Russia's Deputy
Prime Minister Alexander Novak
hinted that the group's present
production strategy would con-
tinue when he declared on
Thursday that energy prices
were approaching "economically
justified" levels.

Earlier in April, some OPEC+
countries decided to cut output
by 1.6mn barrels per day (bpd)
on top of their existing cuts of
2mn bpd. Russia quickly followed
suit, announcing that it would ex-
tend the existing 700,000 bpd
output cuts until the end of the
year.
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MHD-ITICS: A partner for
smart office innovation

Modern workplaces are all about
providing a conducive work envi-
ronment for those who inhabit
them. While elements like open
spaces, greenery, and natural
lighting are all said to contribute
to making the place more uplift-
ing and, thereby, boosting pro-
ductivity, there is a new and
more quantifiable component
that a number of companies are
now turning to - transforming a
regular workplace to a Smart Of-
fice.

Technology forms the heart of
a smart office, and the same
technology is primarily geared at
enhancing employee experi-
ences, helping them work
smarter, quicker and better. The
hybrid environment also leads to
the best utilisation of manage-
ment tools and other creative re-
sources while streamlining
processes to reduce redundancy,
repetition, or inaccuracies.

On a global level, the smart
office market was valued at
US$31.37bn in 2020 and is ex-
pected to reach US$90.63bn by
2030, growing at an 11.1% CAGR
between 2021 and 2030, ac-
cording to Allied Market Re-
search. The company also
highlighted that one of the main
factors driving this trend is the
increased focus on energy effi-
ciency and the attention to ad-
hering to industry standards and
regulations.

Locally, Oman Vision 2040
outlines the country’s path to
transitioning to a green, circular
economy with sustainability at
its core. In line with the same, the
Ministry of Housing and Urban
Planning has announced the
launch of an innovative initiative
to develop three smart cities in
Sohar, Nizwa, and Salalah.

Keeping with the country’s vi-
sion, private developers have
also announced plans to pro-
mote smart cities that will posi-
tion themselves as thriving
commercial and residential des-
tinations. With business parks
seeing a strong boom, smart of-

fices will make up an integral part
of these smart cities and will in-
corporate different elements
from smart buildings to smart
security and communication.

Just like companies prioritise
customers and evolve with
changing market demands, it has
also become quintessential to
embrace technology to drive ef-
ficiency at workplaces.

As a pioneer in introducing
the latest developments in the
realm of technology to the local
market, Mohsin Haider Darwish
Infrastructure, Technology, In-
dustrial and Consumer Solutions
(MHD-ITICS) provides inte-
grated loT-based solutions and
high-end softwares designed to
enhance collaboration, satisfac-
tion, and productivity in any
workplace.

Detecting employee

occupancy on desk

Desk or occupancy sensors are
non-intrusive monitoring devices
that are used to assess office
space usage. They reduce the
time spent on finding free desks
or meeting rooms and generate
insightful data on spaces that are
most or infrequently used to bet-
ter manage office layouts. These
sensors are ideal for large, multi-

level office areas and can be au-
tomated with other softwares to
help conserve energy when
desks are not in use.

Smart meeting room

booking systems

These systems ensure that
meetings are scheduled accu-
rately, communicated to the
concerned executives, and free
from disruptions. A well-inte-
grated system also gives individ-
uals greater flexibility to manage
bookings while reducing admin-
istrative workloads.

Smart AC and electricity
control solutions

Electricity wastage is one of the
most common problems at
workplaces. With the use of
smart technologies, it is possible
to significantly improve energy
efficiency. ACs, lights, and other
electricals can be automatically
or remotely turned off when not
in use. In addition, lights and in-
door temperatures can also be
customised according to the
changing outdoor environments.

Integrated visitor

management systems

With security being a critical
component of all organisations,

Visitor Management Systems
combined with various access
controls have proven to be in-
creasingly helpful in tracking and
monitoring visitors while reduc-
ing the need for physical escorts.
It can also be customised to limit
access to restricted areas or be-
yond predetermined timings.

Zero-touch employee
attendance systems

While the focus of such systems
is safety by minimising contact,
Zero-Touch Employee Atten-
dance Systems also deliver pre-
cise results by eliminating
overlapping and accurately iden-
tifying employees. With the
growing popularity of such sys-
tems, MHD-ITICS has imple-
mented Time and Attendance
Solutions for leading manufac-
turing companies and retail
chains in Oman.

This has also helped auto-
mate processes through seam-
less integration with payroll and
other IT systems. Timely and
error-free reports of work hours
clocked in by employees are not
only vital to assessing perform-
ance, addressing challenges of
absenteeism, and preparing pay-
rolls but have also proven to in-
ject higher efficiency in overall
business operations while instill-
ing a greater sense of discipline
amongst employees.

Software solutions

These significantly enhance em-
ployee productivity and are an
essential imperative. These solu-
tions range from Unified Com-
munication and Collaboration
suites to Service Management
and Helpdesk solutions that
cater to a variety of end-users
ranging from IT teams to HR de-
partments.

With expertise in delivering
and deploying such solutions to
large enterprises, MHD-ITICS
brings not just credibility but
also knowledge of best prac-
tices that can be replicated ef-
fectively.

the health fields

AMBASSADOR OF EAHRAIN CALLS ON HEALTH MINISTER

i

H E Dr Hilal bin Ali al Sabti, Minister of Health, on Tuesday received in his office H E Dr Juma bin Ahmed
al Kaabi, Ambassador of the Kingdom of Bahrain. The meeting witnessed cordial conversations and
discussed matters of common concern and ways of developing cooperation between the two countries in

Madayn engagesretirees to
share expertise, knowledge

The Public Establishment for In-
dustrial Estates ‘Madayn’, in co-
operation with the Industrial
Innovation  Academy, has
launched ‘Khabrat Madayn’ ini-
tiative to integrate its retirees’
expertise and effectively utilise
their knowledge into Madayn'’s
projects and programmes.

This initiative was announced
during the annual gathering of
Madayn retirees, held under the
patronage of H E Dr Saleh bin
Said Masan, Undersecretary of
the Ministry of Commerce, In-
dustry and Investment Promo-
tion for Commerce and Industry,
and in the presence of Eng Da-
wood bin Salim al Hadabi, CEO
of Madayn, and more than 50 re-
tirees.

Speaking at the event, Ahmed
bin Ali al Hinai, Director of Social
Responsibility Department at
Madayn, said, “This initiative falls
under Madayn's social responsi-
bility initiatives and its concept
revolves around utilising the ex-
pertise of retired individuals who
have served at Madayn.”

The initiative aims to establish

Ahmed al Hinai

a database of retired ‘Madayn’
experts according to their spe-
cialties, reduce reliance on exter-
nal parties for implementing
services required by Madayn
projects and the subsidiary com-
panies under Mubadrah Com-
pany, and achieve this by offering
training programmes in spe-
cialised fields and providing di-
rect services based on expertise,
Hinai explained.

“The initial focus of the initia-
tive will be on human resources,
administrative affairs, informa-
tion technology, Industry 4.0, fi-
nance, accounting, and
investment.”

Hinai emphasised that the an-
nual gathering of Madayn re-
tirees embodies its profound
belief in the value of its work and
employees, while also expressing
genuine appreciation for the col-
lective efforts that have con-
tributed to Madayn's success
and growth over the years.

"The widespread presence of
industrial cities in various gover-
norates of the Sultanate of
Oman, spanning a total area ex-
ceeding 122,000sgkm, and the
value of investments surpassing
RO7.2bn, are clear indicators of
Madayn's achievements and the
efficiency of its workforce,” he
said, adding, “in recent years,
Madayn has launched numerous
activities and initiatives related
to social responsibility, driven by
its commitment to actively pur-
sue the policies and goals set for
Madayn in this regard. Madayn
continues this approach through
this annual gathering, announc-
ing a new initiative in the field of
social responsibility, aimed at
connecting its retirees with cur-
rent employees.”

‘Synergy’ is an annual event in
which the board along with the
members of the management
committees of all Indian schools
across Oman collaborate and
synthesise their thoughts for tak-
ing Indian schools to the next
level of educating for excellence.

The service rendered by the
directors on the board and the
members of the school manage-
ment committees is absolutely
voluntary; they are either parents
or experts from the community
who possess expertise in diverse
domains - academic, finance,
marketing, health and safety,
technology, engineering - and
this helps in giving the right di-
rections and guidance for giving
the best educational service to
the children of Indian diaspora in
Oman.

The ideas transpired on the
occasion would acquaint the
newly inducted members with

their roles and responsibilities
and enable them to be effective
social leaders in the cause of ed-
ucation. As for the existing mem-
bers, ‘Synergy’ would give them
an opportunity to rededicate
themselves in their commitment
to the voluntary service in the
over-all development of the
schools.

Synergy 2023 has witnessed
the inauguration of the board's
initiative in implementing virtual
learning environment (VLE) in
Indian schools. This is to ensure
that students from all schools
will be in a position to access
learning through interconnectiv-
ity. This will enhance the techni-
cal competence of teachers with
greater flexibility and efficiency.
The directors-in-charge have
handed over the VLE Credentials
to the Presidents and Principals
of their respective schools.

In his welcome address,

Indian school boa c_)rgani'

Shameer P T K, vice chairman,
Board of Directors, Indian
Schools Oman applauded the
phenomenal growth of Indian
Schooling system in Oman and
thanked the yeomen services
rendered by the management
committees of the past and the
present.

“The board is committed to
providing transformative learn-
ing experience to every child and
thereby equipping him/her with
the knowledge, skills and well-
being to find his/her identity and
purpose in life,” he said.

Dr Sivakumar Manickam,
chairman of the board of direc-
tors, Indian Schools Oman un-
derscored the concept of
community schooling system in
his presidential address. He ex-
patiated on the roles and respon-
sibilities of both the board and
the school management com-
mittees.

ses ‘Synergy 2023

While elaborating on the
strategic plan of development for
Indian Schools in the upcoming
years, the chairman has pro-
posed five high-level pillars
which require critical attention;
they are, academic excellence,
joy and wellness, engagement
and collaboration, operational ef-
fectiveness and financial sustain-
ability, and investing in staff.

The chairman lauded the self-
less voluntary service rendered
by the school management com-
mittees. “Let's be responsible
and accountable by providing es-
sential guidance and advice
without any bias or personal in-
terest. Let's leave an imprint to
make our schools more effective
to serve the next generation,” he
exhorted.

Finance director Ashwini
Sawrikar elaborated on how
schools can attain financial sus-
tainability through financial dis-
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cipline and proper auditing.

“Parents are the real stake-
holders of the Indian schooling
system as the fees paid by them
is the only source of income for
the operational and developmen-
tal activities of the schools. So
there should be absolute trans-
parency and accountability for
every penny spent,” the finance
director reminded the manage-
ment committees of the schools.

Members of the school man-
agement committees were di-
vided into different groups for
brainstorming on topics perti-
nent to the strategic develop-
ment of Indian schools. The
topics included financial man-
agement, SMC governance, aca-
demic excellence,
extra-curricular excellence, staff
wellbeing, parent engagement,
technical development, and
health, safety and environment in
schools.

OPAZ holds workshop
on advantages of
SEZs, industrial cities

The Public Authority for Special
Economic Zones and Free Zones
(OPAZ), represented by the in-
vestment development sector,
organised a workshop highlight-
ing the existing investments in
different sectors and the com-
petitive advantages of the special
economic zones, free zones, and
industrial cities that are affiliated
with OPAZ.

The workshop attracted a
group of commercial affairs em-
ployees in the zones.

The two-day workshop was
held to familiarise employees and
participants of the key invest-
ment projects in the Special Eco-
nomic Zone at Dugm (SEZAD),
Sohar Free Zone, Salalah Free
Zone, Al Mazunah Free Zone and
the industrial cities, operated by
the Public Establishment for In-
dustrial Estates ‘Madayn'.

The workshop also aimed at
exchanging expertise and knowl-
edge between OPAZ employees
and other zones.

Moreover, the workshop
touched on the procedures re-
lated to regulating the invest-
ment environment and
managing investment opportuni-
ties, as well as the possibility of
reforming the procedures for
land leasing service and its digital
transformation plan as the land
selection e-service, implemented
in the Special Economic Zone at

Dugm.

Furthermore, the workshop
included discussion sessions to
develop a joint business plan
aimed at promoting and ensuring
integration between the zones
affiliated with OPAZ. This serves
providing a flexible and attractive
work environment for employees
of commercial affairs and spe-
cialised departments in the dif-
ferent zones.

Accordingly, it will be con-
tributing to achieving the target
objectives of the plans and initia-
tives developed to improve the
business environment and serv-
ices provided to investors.

It is worth noting that the Pub-
lic Authority for Special Eco-
nomic Zones and Free Zones
(OPAZ) is executing a number of
initiatives that will enhance the
relative advantages of the special
economic zones, free zones and
industrial cities that are super-
vised by OPAZ.
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MoE honours participants of certificate

programme for resource centre workers
l 1

The Ministry of Education
(MoE) on Tuesday honoured the
participants of a programme for
the 'specialised certificate for
learning resource centres work-
ers', which was held with the co-
operation of the Sultan Qaboos
University (SQU).

The honouring ceremony was
held under the patronage of H E
Majid bin Said al Bahri, Under-
secretary of the Ministry of Edu-
cation for Administrative and
Financial Affairs.

SQU was represented by the
Community Service Centre, the
Department of Information
Studies, while MoE was repre-
sented by the Directorate-Gen-
eral of Curriculum Development.

The ceremony took place in
the SQU conference hall in the
presence of Dr Salem bin
Hamoud al Harthy, vice chair-
man for Academic Affairs and
Community Service, directors
general of the Ministry of Educa-
tion and their assistants, super-
visors and learning resources
specialists.

The ceremony began with the
SQU's speech delivered by Dr
Ali bin Hussain al Belushi, Direc-
tor of the Community Service
Center.

“The aim of this specialised
vocational training program is to

enhance the professional train-
ing of learning resource center
specialists and raise their profes-
sional competencies, integrate
modern technologies in devel-
oping the services of learning re-
source centres, and provide the
participants with skills of infor-
mation and technical awareness
to employ them to serve the ed-
ucational process,” he said.

The programme was
launched in 2014 and continued
until the end of 2019 and con-
sisted of 100 training hours for

each group, divided into two lev-
els, each level consisting of 50
hours, he informed.

“The first level focused on
many topics, such as recent
trends in managing learning re-
source centers, information
awareness, research strategies,
and electronic publishing. The
second level focused on manag-
ing change and development in
learning resource centers, cloud
computing and its applications
in specialisation, and the skills of
preparing education studies and
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documentation controls,” Dr
Belushi added.

"“Approximately 290 learning
resources specialists partici-
pated in the training program, in
which they implemented many
projects, most of which were
distinguished, touching on the
reality of the educational envi-
ronment in schools. A distin-
guished group of supervisors
also participated in the supervi-
sion providing hands of support
to their colleagues during the
implementation of their spe-
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cialised projects.”

The ceremony also included
the ministry’s speech delivered
by Dr Sana al Senani, assistant
director-general of Curriculum
Development.

“The Ministry of Education, in
cooperation with the leading
training institutions in the sul-
tanate, has sought to implement
integrated training programmes
that are commensurate with
technical changes and support
the skills and competencies that
workers in learning resource

centres must have, and from this
standpoint the ‘specialised cer-
tificate for learning resource
centre workers' programme
emerged in joint cooperation be-
tween SQU and MokE,” Dr Sana
said.

“It is a specialised profes-
sional programme that com-
bines in its themes the various
technical, professional, and ad-
ministrative skills needed by the
cadres working in the centers to
activate and accomplish their
main role in the educational

process,” she noted.

According to Dr Sana, the
Ministry of Education sought to
achieve the future vision of
learning resource centers to en-
hance their ability to keep pace
with modern technological de-
velopments, to be a major
source of support for curricula
and an environment that en-
courages research and cognitive
exploration to achieve sustain-
able learning among workers in
the educational field.

“This ceremony comes out of
belief in the efforts that have
been made for the success of
this programme and in appreci-
ation of the cadres working in
the learning resource centres
from various categories, which
have contributed to the ad-
vancement of the learning re-
source centres to reach what it
is now.”

After that, Maymouna al
Shabibi gave the participants’
speech, followed by a visual
presentation on the programme.

Patron of the ceremony H E
Majid bin Said al Bahri, Under-
secretary for Administrative and
Financial Affairs in the Ministry
of Education, handed out certifi-
cates of honour to the partici-
pants as the programme came
toan end.

Bank Muscat, Metlife introduce
critical illness insurance plans

In line with its customer-centric
vision, Bank Muscat, the leading
financial service provider in the
Sultanate of Oman, has joined
forces with MetLife to introduce
an insurance solution benefit giv-
ing you financial peace of mind in
case you are diagnosed with a
serious illness.

Critical lllness and Critical
Care plans aim to protect cus-
tomers and their families by pro-
viding them with immediate
financial relief should anything
unexpected happen.

Abdullah Tamman al
Maashani, general manager -
Products, Bank Muscat, ex-
pressed his enthusiasm for the
collaboration, stating, “Bank
Muscat is delighted to offer the
Critical Care and Critical lllness
Insurance plans in partnership
with MetLife, a global leader in
providing financial and wellness
protection to millions of cus-
tomers globally.”

“The bank’s partnership with
MetLife highlights our commit-
ment to delivering innovative and

value-added insurance solutions
to our customers and will help in
advancing the insurance market
in Oman. We thank all our cus-
tomers for their strong confi-
dence in Bank Muscat and
promise to continue launching
new and globally innovative so-
lutions for their benefit.”

Raed Dawood, country man-
ager at MetlLife Oman, com-
mented, “We are excited to
partner with Bank Muscat in
bringing innovative insurance so-

|utions to the people living in
Oman. The Critical Illness and
Critical Care plans are designed
to expand coverage options, pro-
viding peace of mind during chal-
lenging health events. This
partnership aligns with our mis-
sion to deliver accessible and af-
fordable health and financial
protection services. These plans
directly address real challenges
faced by many, and we antici-
pate they will make a significant
positive impact.”

Omantel, Thawani Technologies,
National Finance sign MoU

Omantel, National Finance and
Thawani fintech company signed
a memorandum of understand-
ing (MoU) for a partnership to fi-
nance Omantel customers keen
to buy smart devices.

The MoU will bring to the
doorstep of eligible consumers
the Buy Now, Pay Later (BNPL)
option - an emerging global fi-
nance solution for purchasing
smart devices, stated a press re-
lease.

As per the MoU, purchasers
of smart devices at Omantel can
avail of finance under the BNPL
plan and pay back National Fi-
nance in installments for an
agreed tenure.

Omantel is integrating the fi-
nancing platform with its sales
portal. Once a customer opts for
the BNPL option, the request will
be processed through the financ-
ing platform, with relevant cus-
tomer details necessary to
process KYC, along with the se-
lected product details.

“We are pleased to bring on-
the-spot financing to our valued

consumers in collaboration with
two major players in the finance
and digital payment space,” said
Omantel CEO Talal al Mamari.

“"We are putting together a
simplified and secure system to
enable our customers to buy the
latest and most advanced de-
vices in the market without feel-
ing the pinch of doling out huge
sums upfront.”

National Finance is Oman's
largest leasing and finance com-
pany that provides a wide array
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of financial products. Thawani is
a fintech company specialised in
offering a fully integrated digital
end-to-end KYC experience for
availing of the financing option.
“We at National Finance be-
lieve that BNPL is a convenient
and attractive option for many
smart devices' buyers. We are
therefore delighted to partner
with Omantel and Thawani to
put together a streamlined fi-
nancing system that will bring re-
lief and ease of payment for

smart devices buyers,” National
Finance CEO Tariq al Farsi said.

Eng Majid bin Fayil al Amri,
founder and CEO of Thawani
Technologies, said, “The rapid
development of the financial
services and retail sector calls for
pioneering solutions. Thawani
Technologies, with the back-end
service support provided by Na-
tional Finance, has tapped into a
new sector to support even more
customers when it comes to pur-
chases.”

Range Rover
Sport SV to
be unveiled

New Range Rover Sport SV -
stated to be the fastest, most
dynamic and technologically
advanced Range Rover Sport
ever - will be unveiled on
Wednesday, a release stated.

Exemplifying Range
Rover's modern luxury philos-
ophy, it will initially be offered
by invitation only, with a lim-
ited-edition specification, the
company stated.

‘The new performance
champion will introduce a
number of innovative world-
first, sector-first and Range
Rover-first technologies that
unlock the assertive model's
full performance potential’, it
added.

‘Khedmah Pay’ platform launched for improved e-collection processes

Oman Investment and Finance
Company’'s  Khedmah an-
nounced the launch of its new
platform ‘Khedmah Pay' during
its participation in COMEX 2023.

Aimed at facilitating cus-
tomer services with digital solu-
tions for e-payments, the
platform allows customers at
shops to make instant and se-
cure payments using QR codes
linked to the Khedmah app. In
addition, business owners can
develop their own collection
processes through the platform.

The launch of this service
aims to assist sellers, traders,
and owners of small and
medium-sized enterprises in
providing an advanced and easy-
to-use platform for collecting
sales amounts from customers
through the Khedmah app,
which is presently used by more
than 800,000 subscribers.

This service also provides the

feature of receiving and tracking
collection operations easily and
securely in accordance with a
decision (No 386/2022) of the
Ministry of Commerce, Industry,
and Investment Promotion re-

garding the provision of elec-
tronic payment services for con-
sumers.

Said bin Ahmed Safrar, CEO
of Oman Investment and Finance

Company ‘Khedmah’, com-
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mented on the occasion of the
service's launch, saying, “as one
of the sultanate's top collection
companies for more than 40
years, Khedmah is keen on de-
veloping its customer services by

implementing the best digital so-
lutions that keep up with peo-
ple's changing needs and
lifestyles”.

“We anticipate that the
‘Khedmah Pay’ platform will per-
suade storeowners and other
business owners to switch to
more practical, cost-efficient,
and secure solutions, which will
benefit them in the long-term,
particularly with the rising de-
mand from customers for quick
and simple payment options.”

Through its 'Khedmah Pay’
platform, Khedmah aims to em-
power merchants and busi-
nesses to achieve the best
results from digital payments
and overcome traditional chal-
lenges they face when it comes
to conducting transactions and
maintaining payment records.

This service includes a range
of benefits for business owners
who have multiple sales outlets,

such as the ability to make in-
stant payments and compliance
with government regulatory reg-
ulations. With the contactless
payment feature, the service en-
sures safe and convenient pay-
ments through scanning the QR
code and activating the transfer
process.

Additionally, it guarantees ap-
propriate fees for digital collec-
tion operations and allows for
transaction recording and track-
ing, contributing to improving the
overall customer experience.

To benefit from 'khedmah
pay' platform, merchants, sellers,
and small to medium-sized en-
terprise owners can contact
‘khedmah’ through its branches
located throughout the sultanate
or the company'’s call centre to
sign the agreement for providing
this service, and provide the nec-
essary data to prepare their QR
code.
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First Chinese civilian reaches space station

China puts a civilian into orbit as it pursues plans to send a crewed mission to the Moon by 2030

Jiuguan, China - China sent
three astronauts to its Tiangong
space station on Tuesday, put-
ting a civilian into orbit for the
first time as it pursues plans to
send a crewed mission to the
Moon by 2030.

The world's second-largest
economy has invested billions of
dollars in its military-run space
programme in a push to catch
up with the United States and
Russia. The Shenzhou-16 crew
took off atop a Long March 2F
rocket from the Jiuguan Satellite
Launch Centre in northwest
China at 9:31Tam (0131 GMT),
AFP journalists saw.

They docked at the space sta-
tion's Tianhe core module on
Tuesday afternoon, more than
six hours after taking off, state
broadcaster CCTV said.

The launch was a ‘complete
success' and the ‘astronauts are
in good condition’, said Zou
Lipeng, director of the Jiuguan
Satellite Launch Center.

Dozens of employees from
the space programme, many of
whom live year-round on the
huge site, attended the launch,
snapping selfies with the rocket
in the background.

Children played as they
waited for the launch, some
waving Chinese flags as they sat
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Long March-2F rocket, carrying the Shenzhou-16 Manned Space Flight Mission, lifts off from the Jiuguan Satellite Launch Centre in China's

northwestern Gansu province, on Tuesday, heading to the Tiangong space station (AFp)

on their parents’ shoulders.
Spectators let out a loud
‘wow’, shouting ‘good luck’ and
waving as the rocket took off in
a cloud of ochre smoke.
Leading its crew is com-
mander Jing Haipeng on his
fourth mission, as well as engi-
neer Zhu Yangzhu and Beihang
University  professor  Gui

Haichao, the first Chinese civil-
ian in space. China was the third
country to put humans in orbit
and Tiangong is the crown jewel
of its space programme, which
has also landed robotic rovers on
Mars and the Moon.
Shenzhou-16 is the first mis-
sion to Tiangong since it entered
its ‘application and develop-

ment’ stage, authorities said.
The crew will meet their three
colleagues from the Shenzhou-15
flight, who have been at the sta-
tion for six months and who will
return to Earth in the coming
days.  Shenzhou-16's  crew
will carry out a number of exper-
iments during the mission, in-
cluding in ‘high-precision space

time-frequency systems’, gen-
eral relativity, and into the origin
of life, China Manned Space
Agency (CMSA) spokesperson
Lin Xigiang told reporters on
Monday. The space station was
resupplied with drinking water,
clothing, food and propellant this
month in preparation for Shen-
zhou-16's arrival.

One expert told AFP that
Tuesday's mission represented
‘a regular crew rotation flight’,
but even that was significant.

“Accumulating depth of ex-
perience in human spaceflight
operations is important and
doesn't involve new spectacular
milestones all the time,” said
Jonathan McDowell, an as-
tronomer and astrophysicist at
the Harvard-Smithsonian Cen-

The overall goal is
to achieve China’s
first crewed landing
on the Moon by
2030 and carry out
lunar scientific
exploration

LIN XIQIANG
ter for Astrophysics.

‘Heavenly palace’
China's 'space dream’ has been
put into overdrive under Presi-
dent Xi Jinping, and the con-
struction of a moon base is
planned.

“The overall goal is to achieve
China’s first crewed landing on

the Moon by 2030 and carry
out lunar scientific exploration
and related technological exper-
iments,” the CMSA's Lin said.

The final module of Tiangong
- which means 'heavenly palace’
- successfully docked with the
core structure last year.

The station carries several
pieces of cutting-edge scientific
equipment, state news agency
Xinhua reported, including ‘the
world's first space-based cold
atomic clock system’.

Tiangong is expected to re-
main in low Earth orbit at an al-
titude between 400 and 450km
(250 and 280 miles) for at least
10 years.

It is constantly crewed by ro-
tating teams of three astro-
nauts.

China has been effectively
excluded from the International
Space Station since 2011, when
the United States banned NASA
from engaging with the country
- pushing Beijing to develop its
own orbital outpost.

China's space agency reiter-
ated on Monday it is actively
seeking international coopera-
tion in the project. China plans
to send two crewed space mis-
sions to Tiangong every year,
according to the CMSA.

AFP

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un this month inspected the country’s first

military spy satellite and gave the green light for its ‘future action plan’ (aFp)

North Korea
confirms launch
of military spy
satellite in June

Seoul, South Korea - North
Korea said on Tuesday that it
would launch a spy satellite in
June, claiming it was necessary
to monitor the ‘dangerous’ mili-
tary movements of the United
States and its allies.

Criticising US-South Korea
joint military exercises, including
the ongoing large-scale live-fire
drills, a top North Korean military
official confirmed that ‘military
reconnaissance satellite No. 1’
would be launched next month.

The announcement came a
day after Japan said it was in-
formed by North Korea that a
satellite launch could happen im-
minently, with Tokyo warning it
would likely violate United Na-
tions sanctions.

Satellite launch technology
overlaps significantly with that
used in ballistic missiles, which
Pyongyang is explicitly prohib-
ited from using under UN sanc-
tions. The official Korean Central
News Agency cited Ri Pyong
Chol, vice-chairman of the ruling
party's central military commis-
sion, saying the satellite was ‘in-
dispensable to tracking,
monitoring... and coping with in
advance in real time the danger-
ous military acts of the US and its
vassal forces'.

Citing ‘reckless’ acts by
Washington and Seoul, Ri said
North Korea felt ‘the need to ex-
pand reconnaissance and infor-
mation means and improve
various defensive and offensive

weapons'. The official also ac-
cused the United States of con-
ducting ‘hostile air espionage
activities on the Korean penin-
sula and in its vicinity’, according
to the KCNA dispatch.

Pyongyang, which typically
does not give advanced warning
of missile launches, has been
known to inform international
bodies of purportedly peaceful
satellite launch plans.

It told Japan on Monday it
would launch a rocket between
May 31and June 11.

‘Even if it's described as a
satellite, a launch using ballistic
missile technology would be a vi-
olation of United Nations Secu-
rity Council resolutions’ and
would threaten people's safety,
Japanese Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida said.

In 2012 and 2016, Pyongyang
tested ballistic missiles that it
called satellite launches. Both
flew over Japan's southern Oki-
nawa region. North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un this month
inspected the country’s first mili-
tary spy satellite and gave the
green light for its ‘future action
plan’.

In 2021, Kim had identified the
development of such satellites as
a key defence project for the
North Korean military.

Japan's defence ministry is-
sued an order to shoot down any
ballistic missile confirmed to be
on course to fall into its territory.
AFP

Lula hosts South American
leaders’ summit in Brazil

Brasilia, Brazil - Brazilian Presi-
dent Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva is
hosting his fellow South Ameri-
can leaders on Tuesday for a 're-
treat’ aimed at strengthening ties
in a region where left-wing gov-
ernments are newly back in style.

Eleven of the continent's 12
heads of state are due to attend
the summit in Brasilia - the first
of its kind in nearly a decade -
with only Peruvian President
Dina Boluarte expected to miss
it. Veteran leftist Lula kicked
things off on Monday by meeting
with Venezuelan President Nico-
las Maduro, hailing the ‘historic’
restoration of a relationship that
was severed under his predeces-
sor, far-right ex-president Jair
Bolsonaro.

Brazil had cut diplomatic ties
with  Maduro’'s government
under Bolsonaro (2019-2022),
who labeled the socialist leader a
'dictator’.

“This is the start of Maduro's
return, and (Tuesday's) meeting
will be the return of South Amer-
ican integration,” Lula told a
news conference, after greeting
his Venezuelan counterpart at

Lula da Silva greet each other in Brasilia on Monday (AFP)

the presidential palace with a
hug and a back-slap.

‘New pink tide’
Lula, who previously led Brazil
from 2003 to 2010, is a self-de-
clared fan of international coop-
eration and 'regional integration’,
which featured prominently in
his first presidency, and is keen
to reboot stalled South American
ties.

This is the first summit of re-
gional leaders since 2014 in
Quito, Ecuador, at a gathering of

UNASUR, a continental bloc
launched in 2008 by Lula and
late Venezuelan president Hugo
Chavez.

That was the moment of Latin
America's so-called ‘pink tide’,
when a wave of left-wing gov-
ernments led the region.

Now, some political analysts
are talking of a ‘new pink tide' in
South America, with the recent
election of Lula in Brazil, Gabriel
Boric in Chili and Gustavo Petro
in Colombia.

AFP

‘China declines meeting
with US defence chief’

Washington, US - Beijing has
declined a US invitation for a
meeting in Singapore between
Defence Secretary Lloyd
Austin and his Chinese coun-
terpart Li Shangfu, the Penta-
gon said.

“Overnight, the PRC in-
formed the US that they have
declined our early May invita-
tion for Secretary Austin to
meet with PRC Minister of Na-
tional Defence Li Shangfu in
Singapore this week,” Penta-
gon spokesman Brigadier Gen-
eral Pat Ryder said Monday in
a statement, referring to the
People’s Republic of China.

“The PRC's concerning un-
willingness to engage in mean-
ingful military-to-military
discussions will not diminish
(the Defence Department’s)
commitment to seeking open
lines of communication with
the People's Liberation Army,”
he said.

When asked about the
meeting, the Chinese foreign
ministry would not confirm
that Beijing had declined the

invitation. “The US knows
clearly why there are currently
difficulties in military commu-
nication between China and
the US,"” spokeswoman Mao
Ning told a regular press con-
ference on Tuesday.

“The US should earnestly
respect China’s concerns of
sovereignty, security and inter-
ests, immediately correct its
incorrect actions, show sincer-
ity, and create the atmosphere
and conditions for China-US
military dialogue,” she said.

A senior US defence official
described the declined invita-
tion as ‘just the latest in a litany
of excuses’, saying that since
2021, China has ‘declined or
failed to respond to over a
dozen requests from the De-
partment of Defence for key
leader engagements, multiple
requests for standing dia-
logues, and nearly ten work-
ing-level engagements’.

Li was sanctioned by the US
government in 2018 for buying
Russian weapons.

AFP

Kids missing in Colombian Amazon could still be alive

Bogotd, Colombia - Four Indige-
nous children lost in the Colom-
bian Amazon since a plane crash
almost a month ago are believed
to still be alive, the military said
as the search continued on Mon-
day in treacherous terrain.

The children - who were aged
13,9, 4 and 11 months when they
went missing - have wandered in
the jungle since a light aircraft
crash in Colombia's southeast on
May 1 claimed the lives of the
three adults on board: their
mother Magdalena Mucutui Va-
lencia, the pilot, and an Indige-
nous leader.

Of the kids, there was no sign.

Satellite images have since re-
vealed a path the kids took from
the plane wreck, and rescuers
have come across some of their
belongings, a makeshift shelter
and a half-eaten fruit.

Last week, they found a pair of
shoes and a diaper.

“Based on the evidence, we

Manuel Ranoque, father of the four missing children, shaking hands with

a member of the Colombian Army at the Colombian Amazon forest (AFpP)

concluded that the children are
alive,” rescue team leader Gen-
eral Pedro Sanchez told W Radio
on Monday.

“If they were dead, it would be
easy to find them because they
would be still” and the sniffer
dogs would find them, he added.

On the morning of May 1, a
Cessna 206 airplane left a jungle

area known as Araracuara head-
ing for the town of San Jose del
Guaviare in the Colombian Ama-
zon. Minutes after starting the
350km (217-mile) journey, the
pilot reported problems with the
engine and the plane disap-
peared from radars.

Between May 15 and 16, sol-
diers found the bodies of the

three adults and the debris of the
plane stuck vertically in the thick
vegetation, its nose destroyed.

But the children - Lesly (13),
Soleiny (9), Tien Noriel (4) and
baby Cristin were missing.

Some 200 soldiers and In-
digenous people with knowledge
of the terrain were combing a
dense jungle area of some
320sgkm (124 square miles) -
about double the size of Wash-
ington, DC.

The air force had dumped
10,000 flyers into the forest with
instructions in Spanish and the
children’s  own Indigenous
Huitoto language, telling them to
stay put.

The leaflets also included sur-
vival tips, and the military has
dropped food parcels and bottled
water for the children.

Jaguars,
pumas, snakes
On Sunday, the army placed

powerful searchlights with a
range of up to three kilometres in
the area ‘so that the minors can
approach us', search team mem-
ber Colonel Fausto Avellaneda
told the Noticias Caracol TV
show.

Rescuers have also been
broadcasting  a message
recorded by the children’s grand-
mother, urging them to stay put
so the soldiers can find them.

The general said the search
team believed it had come to
within 100 metres (328 feet) of
the children, but storms, thick
vegetation and marshy terrain
prevented them from reaching
the kids.

Air force helicopters and
satellite images are being used in
the search in an area home to
jaguars, pumas, snakes and other
predators, as well as armed
groups that smuggle drugs and
terrorise local populations.

AFP



WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 | MUSCAT DAILY | 09

Lebanon army frees
kidnapped Saudi

Beirut, Lebanon - A Saudi national
who had been kidnapped in Beirut
has been freed in a ‘special
operation’ by the Lebanese army
near the Syrian border, it said ina
statement on Tuesday.

“An army intelligence patrol
managed to free kidnapped Saudi
national Mashari al-Mutairi
during a special operation on the
Syrian border,” the army said.

“A number of those involved
in the kidnapping were also
arrested,” it added.

A senior Lebanese security
source had told AFP on Monday
that, based on preliminary
information, the Saudi was
kidnapped by unidentified
assailants dressed as security
personnel in a four-wheel drive
vehicle on the Beirut seafront,
where he had beenina
restaurant.

Israeli shot dead at
West Bank
settlement

Jerusalem - An Israeli civilian was
shot dead on Tuesday at the
entrance to a Jewish settlement in
the occupied West Bank, medics
and military officials said.

The unidentified man was
taken to Hillel Yaffe hospital in
Israel after being shot by a
resident at the Hermesh
settlement in the northern West
Bank. “The wounded person
arrived in critical condition and we
had to pronounce his death,
despite the efforts of medical
personnel,” a statement from the
hospital said.

The Shomron Regional
Council, the Israeli body which
administers settlements in the
area, said the man shot was a
resident of Hermesh.

The Israeli military said
troops ‘began pursuing the
terrorists’ behind the shooting at
the settlement entrance, without
identifying the alleged assailants.

Iran ‘resolves’ one of
IAEA’s concerns

Tehran, Iran - Iran has ‘resolved’
one of three cases raised by the
UN watchdog as possible
evidence it had not declared all its
past nuclear activities, Iranian
media reported on Tuesday.

The reports came just days
before the board of governors of
the International Atomic Energy
Agency is due to meet to review
progress in addressing the
watchdog's remaining concerns.

The |AEA had reported the
discovery of traces of radioactive
material at three sites not
declared by Iran as having hosted
past nuclear activity in a blow to
efforts to restore a landmark 2015
deal. “With the improvement of
interactions... the case related to
one of the agency's alleged sites -
Abadeh - has been resolved,” said
Fars news agency.

AFP

Drones hit Moscow
high-rises as Kyiv
struck for third day
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A rescuer evacuates a local resident woman from a multi-storey residential building partially destroyed after night drone attacks in Kyiv on Tuesday (AFp)

Moscow, Russia - A swarm of
drones hit Moscow on Tuesday
in an unprecedented attack, while
Russian drones struck Kyiv for a
third straight day as Ukraine
gears up for a major offensive
against Russian forces.

The Russian defence ministry
blamed Kyiv for the attacks that
saw three drones crash into resi-
dential buildings in Moscow.

Officials said no one was seri-
ously injured and there was only
‘minor’ damage to buildings.

The Russian defence ministry
said that eight drones were used
in the attack, adding that five of
them were downed and three
disabled.

Of the three that hit residential
buildings, two crashed into high-
rises located in Moscow's afflu-
ent southwest, while a third
damaged a residential building in
a suburb of the capital.

The other drones fell outside
Moscow. Some of the debris was
found around 15km from Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin's Novo-Oga-
ryovo residence.

One video shared on social
media showed an explosion fol-
lowed by a column of smoke ris-
ing into the sky.

Two drones were intercepted
over the Kremlin earlier this
month but Tuesday's attack was
the first time that unmanned aer-
ial vehicles hit residential areas of
Moscow, hundreds of kilometres
from the front lines in Ukraine.

The raids are likely to be seen
as a psychological blow and a
major embarrassment for the
Kremlin, which has gone to great

lengths to say the protracted
conflict in Ukraine does not pose
a threat to Russians.

The Kremlin insisted that
there was no ‘threat’ to Russians,
adding that Putin was being in-
formed of the attacks in 'real
time'.

‘No fear’
Moscow also said it believed the
attack was a 'response’ by Kyiv to
a recent Russian hit in Ukraine.
“It is completely clear that we
are talking about response acts
by the Kyiv regime to very effec-
tive strikes on a command centre

Itis completely
clear that we are
talking about
response acts by the
Kyivregime to very
effective strikes on a
command centrg

DMITRY PESKOV

(in Ukraine),” Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov said,
without clarifying where the
Russian strike took place.

Mykhailo Podolyak, an adviser
to Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy, said Kyiv
had 'no direct relation’ to the
Moscow attacks. Moscow mayor
Sergei Sobyanin said two people
had sought medical assistance
after the raid but 'no-one has suf-
fered serious injuries’.

The residents of buildings
damaged in the strikes were
briefly evacuated.

On Profsoyuznaya Street, a
residential building with a blown-
out window was cordoned off by
police but the atmosphere was
calm, with children playing out-
side and locals walking their
dogs, an AFP correspondent saw.

Some of the residents were
moved to a nearby school, where
they drank tea and watched a So-
viet-era movie.

Valentin Yemelyanov, a 50-
year-old IT worker, who lives on
the same street but closer to-
wards the centre of Moscow,
said there was 'no fear or panic'.

“The damage is minimal,” he
told AFP. He said he was 'not sur-
prised’ by the drone attack, given
the escalation of the conflict. "It is
obvious that things are going this
way.”

Muscovites told Russian jour-
nalists that a drone had also
crashed into an apartment on the
14th floor of a high-rise on Lenin-
sky Prospekt but did not explode.

Explosions
Andrei Vorobyov, the governor of
the Moscow region, said several
drones had also been downed
near the capital.

“This morning the residents of
certain districts in the Moscow
region could hear explosions. It
was our anti-air missile defence
system,” he wrote.

“Several drones were shot
down  while  approaching
Moscow,” he added.

Since the start of Russia's as-

sault on Ukraine, drone attacks
have hit targets outside Moscow,
including military installations lo-
cated far from the front.

Yevgeny Prigozhin - the head
of mercenary group Wagner,
whose forces are fighting in
Ukraine - accused the defence
ministry of inaction, releasing a
new statement peppered with
swear words. Also on Tuesday,
Ukraine said it had downed 29
out of 31drones, mainly over Kyiv
and the Kyiv region in the latest
Russian barrage - the third on the
Ukrainian capital in 24 hours.

On Monday, Russia fired a
barrage of missiles at Kyiv, send-
ing panicked residents running
for shelter in an unusual daytime
attack  following  overnight
strikes.

The latest barrages landed as
the Ukrainian capital was still re-
covering from a drone attack at
the weekend, the biggest since
Russia began its campaign in
Ukraine in February last year.

Kyiv received its first ship-
ments of US-made Patriot sur-
face-to-air missile system in
April and US President Joe Biden
on Monday suggested more aid
was to come.

Asked about Russia’s barrage
of attacks on Kyiv, Biden told re-
porters, “It's not unexpected.”

“That's why we've got to con-
tinue to give Ukraine all that it
needs.”

Kyiv has been preparing a
counter-offensive, although its
timing and focus have been the
subject of months of speculation.
AFP

ICC’sKhan calls
for ‘newway’ to
tackle war crimes
in DR Congo

Bukavu, DR Congo - The Inter-
national Criminal Court chief
prosecutor Karim Khan called
on Monday for ‘a new way of
working' to tackle war crimes in
the Democratic Republic of
Congo.

Armed groups have plagued
much of mineral-rich eastern
DRC for three decades, a legacy
of regional wars that flared in the
1990s and 2000s, and underre-
ported conflicts simmer else-
where in the vast central African
nation.

The ICC, operating since
2002, launched its first investi-
gations in the northeastern Ituri
region in 2004.

The court since handed down
three final sentences for crimes
committed in the DRC.

“We've had cases, we've had
convictions - but there is a truth
staring at us in the face... the
rapes have not stopped, the
crimes have not stopped,” Khan
told reporters after meeting
Denis Mukwege.

Mukwege won the Nobel
Peace Prize in 2018 for his work
on behalf of rape victims, and the
two met at his hospital in
Bukavu, the capital of South Kivu
province.

The ICC prosecutor, who also
planned to visit Ituri, will com-
plete his stay in the DRC in Kin-
shasa where he will meet with
the authorities.

"The message is: we need to
find a new way of working in my
view, not in the same way that
we've been doing since 2004,”
the prosecutor said.

International Criminal Court's chief

prosecutor Karim Khan (AFP)

He called for ‘stronger part-
nership’ between the govern-
ment, provincial governors, civil
society, the African Union, the
European Union and the United
Nations to show a common will
to put an end to crimes.

Mukwege did not speak pub-
licly during the visit, but has con-
sistently called for an end to
impunity and for ‘transitional jus-
tice' to stop the spiral of violence
that has plagued eastern DRC
since the 1990s.

In the courtyard of his hospi-
tal, representatives of victims
had gathered to welcome the
|ICC prosecutor, holding banners
calling for justice.

"SOS Justice - we mourn our
innocent brothers and sisters
massacred en masse during the
so-called liberation wars,” read
one of the signs.

“At the ICC, we are only ask-
ing for justice,” Felix Bafulwa, 63,
whose father and brother were
killed on October 28, 1996, told
AFP.

AFP

ROYALHONOUR

Britain's King Charles |l presents Royal Victorian Order honours to

Royal Naval personnel who took part in the funeral procession of late
Queen Elizabeth Il at Windsor Castle, in Windsor, on Tuesday (AFP)

New truce, new battles in Sudan as

Khartoum, Sudan - Fighting
flared again in Sudan on Tuesday
despite the latest ceasefire
pledges of the two warring gen-
erals that are meant to allow
desperately needed aid to reach
besieged civilians.

Both the army and the para-
military Rapid Support Forces
formally agreed late on Monday
to extend by five days a US and
Saudi-brokered  humanitarian
truce that was frequently vio-
lated over the past week.

Since the extension was an-
nounced, more fighting was re-
ported by residents, including
‘clashes with various kinds of
weapons in southern Khartoum'
and fighting in Nyala in the state
of South Darfur.

The army leader Abdel Fattah
al-Burhan and his former deputy,
paramilitary RSF commander

Mohamed Hamdan Daglo, again
accused each other of violating
the truce and claimed to only be
responding to enemy aggression.

The war has killed at least
1,800 people, according to the
Armed Conflict Location and
Event Data Project. More than a
million have been displaced and
nearly 350,000 have fled to
other countries, the UN says.

Residents have been hiding
from street combat and roaming
looters in the capital city of more
than five million, nearly 700,000
of whom have fled, according to
the United Nations.

Since the fighting broke out on
April 15, both generals have
committed to a series of truces.
Although some Sudanese have
used relative lulls in the fighting
to escape, aid has only been al-
lowed to trickle in.

People fleeing violence wait for their buses before departure from al-

Sittin (sixty) road in the south of Khartoum on Tuesday (AFpP)

The United Nations warned
on Monday that Sudan has be-
come one of the highest alert
areas for food insecurity, requir-
ing ‘urgent’ action from the inter-
national community.

The rainy season is set to start
soon, threatening to make parts
of the vast northeast African
country inaccessible and raising
the risks of malaria, cholera and
water-borne diseases.

Malnourished
children

Sudan was already poverty-
stricken before the war, with a
third of its 45mn-strong popula-
tion relying on aid. Long power
cuts were a daily reality and the
healthcare system already on the
verge of collapse.

After more than six weeks of
brutal warfare, over half the pop-
ulation - 25mn people - are in
need of aid, according to the
United Nations.

Among them are 13.6mn chil-
dren, including 620,000 suffer-
ing from severe acute
malnutrition, ‘half of whom may
die if not helped in time'.

Entire districts of Khartoum
no longer have running water,
electricity is only available for a
few hours a week, and three
quarters of hospitals in combat

zones are out of service.

What few health facilities still
operate have practically run out
of medicines and equipment and
have to purchase fuel at up to 20
times its pre-war price to keep
generators running.

Humanitarian aid workers
have been pleading for weeks for
access to worst-hit Khartoum
and Darfur to replenish depleted
and looted supplies. But with
staff and transport blocked by
fighting and shipments stuck in
customs, aid agencies have so
far only managed to deliver small
quantities of food and medicine
to conflict areas.

Forced to flee

The situation is particularly dire
in Darfur, the vast western region
already ravaged by two decades
of war and civil strife, where

civilians remain trapped

about a quarter of Sudan'’s pop-
ulation lives.

Activists and observers warn
that Darfur civilians continue to
be attacked, entire districts have
been burned to the ground, and
tens of thousands have been
forced to flee into neighbouring
Chad.

Amid the chaos, the region
has been all but cut off from the
world, with only sporadic access
to power and the internet.

The UN has warned for weeks
that fighting in Darfur's major
cities between the army and the
RSF has also drawn in local mili-
tias, tribal fighters and armed
civilians.

Darfur's governor Mini Mi-
nawi, a former rebel leader, has
urged citizens to ‘take up arms’
to defend their property.

AFP
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Congress seeks judicial probe
into ethnic violence in Manipur

New Delhi - The Congress on
Tuesday alleged there has been
‘a serious deficit’ in the efforts of
the BJP government in Manipur
to contain ‘arson and violence'
and sought a high-level inquiry
commission headed by a serving
or retired judge of the Supreme
Court into the ethnic violence in
the state.

Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge, along with a delega-
tion of party leaders, called on
President Droupadi Murmu at
Rashtrapati Bhavan and submit-
ted a memorandum. The party
said nearly 100 people have died
due to ethnic violence and many
more have gone missing.

“More than 2000 houses
have been either burned or de-
stroyed. Some 10000 people,
including women and children,
are still living in relief camps and
safer places without proper
health and sanitation facilities.
Thousands of people are ren-
dered homeless and displaced.
Almost all educational institu-
tions are closed, denying educa-
tion to  students,” the
memorandum said.

The party made 12 demands
including firm and sustained ef-
forts to control violence in every

Armed villagers stand guard in Dolaithabi village some 27km from Imphal on Tuesday (AFpP)

part of the state and immediate
restoration of peace, harmony
and normalcy.

“A high-level inquiry com-
mission should be constituted
headed by a serving or retired
Supreme Court judge. The
Union government must imme-
diately take all possible meas-
ures to control and confine all
militant groups and ensure that
all armed civilian groups be
stopped forthwith by taking ap-
propriate action,” the party said.

Congress said that villages

near the foothills of both com-
munities must be covered with
adequate security so that armed
militants do not intrude and dis-
turb peace.

“The Union government
should take steps for the reha-
bilitation of all displaced persons
at their original place or in safer
areas with suitable security
arrangements. Payment of dig-
nified and reasonable compen-
sation for loss of life, property,
and all other things concerned to
all the victims and affected per-

sons,” the party said.

The Congress said that a spe-
cial drive must be carried out to
trace many numbers of missing
people.

“There is a need for immedi-
ate identification of those who
have lost their lives and handing
their bodies over to the be-
reaved families for the last rites.
A special drive must be carried
out to trace many numbers of
missing people. A large number
of children are living in the relief
camps and special arrange-

ments for the education of the
students of the displaced fami-
lies must be made.”

The party said that the state
government must immediately
take over the management and
maintenance of all relief camps
and provide proper health and
sanitation facilities for all.

“Disruption of transportation
of goods and essential com-
modities through the National
Highways and district head-
quarters must be stopped.

“The letter and spirit of the
existing Constitutional provi-
sions related to the state of Ma-
nipur must be protected, and the
trust between communities
should be restored through rec-
onciliation and dialogue,” the
party said.

The Congress said that thou-
sands of ‘people dwelling in pe-
ripheral areas near hills and
valleys are living under fear psy-
chosis and facing sleepless
nights'.

“Agricultural land and paddy
fields are deserted, with no cul-
tivators in sight before the onset
of the monsoon. Daily wage
earners are living in extreme
agony,” the party said.

ANI

Excise Case: HC dismisses
Manish Sisodia's bail plea

New Delhi - The Delhi High
Court on Tuesday dismissed
the bail plea of Manish Siso-
dia, the former Deputy Chief
Minister of Delhi, in a CBI
case related to alleged cor-
ruption in the implementa-
tion of the previous liquor
policy in the national capital.

The bench of Justice Di-
nesh Kumar Sharma denied
bail to Sisodia and said that
the applicant (Sisodia) being
a powerful person, there is
the possibility of him influ-
encing the witnesses.

During arguments, the
CBI had opposed the bail
plea moved by Sisodia and
stated, “The applicant (Siso-
dia) enjoys close nexus with
the executive, offices and bu-
reaucrats and his influence
and clout is evident. His party
colleagues holding high ranks
continue to make factually
wrong claims in order to in-
fluence the investigation and
also claiming the applicant to
be a victim of a political
vendetta.”

A perusal of the said
statements by this political
leader (s) during the press
conferences would reveal
how the entire efforts of not
only the applicant but his
party colleagues as a whole

are to shield the accused,
stated CBl in its reply oppos-
ing bail plea.

The statements also un-
dermine the authority of the
Special Judge (CBI), having
already taken cognizance of
the offences, and are being
made to adversely impact
the investigation by levelling
unwarranted and unsubstan-
tiated allegations against the
CBI, thereby influencing and
deterring the witnesses of
the case, said the CBI.

CBI stated that any re-
lease of the applicant on bail
shall gravely prejudice the in-
vestigation herein, more
specifically when the appli-
cant fails to meet the ‘triple
test' for bail.

While personal liberty is
paramount, the same is not
absolute but subject to rea-
sonable restrictions, includ-
ing the interest of the state
and the public.

During the arguements
earlier, Sisodia through sen-
jor advocate Dayan Krishnan
submitted that the CBI has
no evidence to show his in-
volvement in the alleged ir-
regularities in the framing
and implementation of the
excise policy.

ANI

CAGED BIRD

An activist of People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) takes part in an awareness campaign
against the caging of birds, in Hyderabad on Tuesday (AFp)

Death toll in Jammu bus accident mounts to 10

Jammu and Kashmir - At least
ten people were killed and
around 55 injured when a bus
fell into a deep gorge on the
Jammu-Srinagar national high-
way on Tuesday morning.

According to officials, the bus
was on its way to Katra from
Amritsar when the incident took
place near Jhajjar Kotli - about
15km from Katra in Jammu dis-
trict. Senior Superintendent of
Police (SSP) Jammu, Chandan
Kohli said that all the passengers
have been evacuated and the
rescue operation was almost
complete. “10 people died and
around 55 are injured. All have
been evacuated. The rescue op-
eration is almost complete. The
SDRF team is also present on the
spot,” said the SSP.

Kohli said that the injured
were shifted to the hospital. He
said that paramilitary teams and
State Disaster Response Fund
(SDRF) were engaged in evacu-

At least ten people were killed and around 55 injured when a bus fell

into a deep gorge on Jammu-Srinagar national highway on Tuesday (aND

ation and rescue operations.

The SSP further added that
the bus was carrying more pas-
sengers than the prescribed
limit, which will be probed.

Assistant Commandant Cen-
tral Reserve Police Force (CRPF)
Ashok Choudhary said that a
crane was brought to check if
someone is trapped under the
bus.

"CRPF, Police and other
teams are also here. Ambu-
lances were called and the in-
jured were immediately rushed
to hospital. Bodies have also
been taken to the hospital. A
crane is being brought here to
see if someone is trapped under
the bus. A rescue operation is
underway. We are being told
that the bus was coming from
Amritsar and that people from
Bihar were on board. They per-
haps lost their way to Katra and
reached here,” said Choudhary.
ANI

Europe stages summit to warn Moscow that Moldova is not alone

Brussels, Belgium - There may
not be much time to discuss se-
curity strategy in detail, but a
summit of up to 47 European
leaders just outside Moldova's
capital Chisinau should send Rus-
sia a powerful message.

Moldova's fragile democracy
lives under the shadow of
Moscow's invasion of neighbour-
ing Ukraine and efforts by Russ-
ian-backed agents to undermine
its ambitions towards European
integration.

It will already be a logistical
and political feat if the European
Political Community (EPC) man-
ages to gather dozens of heads of
state and government on Thurs-
day for a summit group photo in
solidarity with Moldova's pro-
Western government.

The EPC is a forum for Euro-
pean leaders inside and outside
the EU to discuss common
strategic threats, and EU candi-
dates like Moldova - an econom-
ically weak former Soviet republic
of less than three million - see
membership as a staging post on
the road to Brussels.

“There has never been such a
mega-event in the history of
Moldova,” said Felix Hett, an ex-
pert on Ukraine and Moldova at
Germany's Friedrich Ebert Foun-
dation. “If all goes well, the sum-
mit will be a promotional event
for Moldova, a proof of what the
small country can achieve,” he
told AFP.

Moldova is divided between a
breakaway region occupied by
Russian ‘peacekeepers’ and its
politics have been undermined by
corruption and foreign provoca-
teurs. It has fallen behind neigh-
bours to the west and north in the
quest to join the European proj-
ect, but the increased attention
being paid by Western nations to
the region since Russia’s all-out
invasion of Ukraine has shaken
up the political picture.

“Moldovan politicians are
aware that they owe EU candi-
date status to the war in
Ukraine,"” Hett said.

To ensure the safe and or-
derly organisation of the summit
a vast air traffic operation has
been set up to accommodate

Moldovan graduates pose for a photo session in the front their high school in Chisinau on Monday. On June 1

Moldova will hold its first major summit of wider Europe, bringing together leaders of all 27 EU countries (AFpP)

leaders’ planes at Moldova's
small airport.

More than 2,000 delegates
are expected to attend the talks
in Mimi Castle, a wine estate
35km (20 miles) outside
Chisinau and about the same
distance from Tiraspol, capital
of the separatist region of
Transnistria.

France's President Emmanuel
Macron, who promoted the idea
of the EPC as a European strate-
gic vehicle that would embrace
countries outside the European
Union - but exclude Russia and its
ally Belarus - is due to attend.

In addition to the 27 EU mem-
bers, 20 more leaders have been
invited from countries with as

varied strategic interests as the
United Kingdom,  Turkey,
Switzerland, Iceland, Serbia, Ar-
menia and Azerbaijan.

The first EPC summit in
Prague in October last year gath-
ered 44 leaders, and since then
the microstates of Andorra,
Monaco and San Marino have
joined.

The second meeting may
also see an appearance by Pres-
ident Volodymyr Zelensky -
fresh from a diplomatic tour to
the Arab League in Saudi Arabia
and the G7 summit in Japan - al-
though the Ukrainian leader’s
travel plans are never revealed
in advance.

"We'll need to see who is in
the photo, but also who isn't
there,” said Sebastien Maillard,
Director of the Jacques Delors In-
stitute, a Brussels-based think
tank.

“It's also an opportunity to
show that the Europeans can dis-
cuss their strategic interests
among themselves, without the
Americans.”

‘Moldova

isnot alone’

For Moldova itself, the stakes are
more straightforward than a de-
bate about where the balance of
power lies in Western leadership
circles: The summit is a stage to
promote its EU ambition and to
surround itself with friends in the
face of Russian manoeuvres.

Earlier this month, President
Maia Sandu told AFP that
Moldova wants to join the Euro-
pean Union ‘as soon as possible’
and to begin formal accession
talks within months.

"Of course, nothing compares
to what is happening in Ukraine,
but we see the risks and we do
believe that we can save our
democracy only as part of the
EU,” she said.

“We do believe that Russia
will continue to be a big source
of instability for the years to
come and we need to protect
ourselves.”

In the run up to the summit,
European leaders have been
posting short videos of support
for Moldova linked by the hash-
tag: ‘MoldovalsNotAlone'.

In June 2022, less than four
months after Russia unleashed
an all-out invasion, the EU mem-
ber states granted Ukraine and
Moldova official candidate sta-
tus. In the months to come, they
will have to decide when to begin
negotiating membership terms.
AFP
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23) Pac-Man noises 4) Plumbing problem 42) Witty comeback
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(1 J Someone you usually consider to be mellow and agreeable could start X %j You need to be very sensitive to the feelings of other people right now. 4@? If you see the world through an idealist's eyes, it looks like a great big
Jﬂ acting kind of feisty, which is going to be quite amusing to you! They =70 Youre usually good at reading people's moods, but they could be {f\ bunch of happy people who want only the best for each other. But if you
have turned over a new leaf and are no longer hesitant to act out or say acting less predictably than normal today. There are many emotions look at it through grumpy glasses, it's quite a different picture. Which
what's on their mind, and they have you to thank for it. Get ready for a zooming around just beneath the surface, and they could pop up at any viewpoint are you going to take today? How the knot of your day T E ST Y O U R
boatload of their gratitude, which will give you a wonderful feeling of time and place. Everyone you talk to will be capable of bursting into unravels is completely up to you, so get in touch with your more K N o W L E D G E
camaraderie. This ordinary day will become quite emotional once the tears or laughter at the littlest provocation, so be prepared. Don't avoid positive mood and follow it. If you wake up on the wrong side of the
two of you start singing each other's praises. people. Just don't take their reactions personally. bed, break the funk by treating yourself to an extra-special coffee drink.
01. A group of young early
20th century composers work-
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"?( 3 If you need to have a difficult conversation with someone, today is the ( Right now, there is way too much socializing to be done -- and the big / y‘ Today, you could get some extremely good news that sends your mood f:ame known as L_es SI?(’
- day to get some alone time with them and broach that touchy subject. ﬂk\ questions about your life are just not important. This is a good thing for skyrocketing to the heavens! You should enjoy the buoyancy, but don't included Georges Auric, Louis
But before you call them up and jump right into it, consider creating a you, because until now you've been using up a lot of energy wondering make any big decisions based on it. There is a slight chance that things Durey, Arthur Honegger, Fran-
softer, gentler environment, one that is much less confrontational. Why about where you're headed. Pondering this type of imponderable could dramatically change in the coming days, so try to keep your cis Poulenc, Germaine Taille-
not invite them over for a quiet dinner or luncheon? Good food and a question is a waste of time, so it's a good thing that your day will be enthusiasm in check. You don't want your extreme happiness to plummet ferre and which other?
relaxing atmosphere will create a perfect environment for open filled with friends and laughter. You need to lighten up a bit, and these to extreme regret, do you? You're capable of some amazing wins today, A. Béla Bartok
communication. They won't feel put on the spot. They'll feel cared for. people will serve as the helium in your mood balloon. but first you have to show the Universe that you're grounded in reality. B. Maurice Ravel
C. John Cage
D. Darius Milhaud
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( /“ ) The problems in your life right now are nowhere near as big as they e Today could start off deceptively calm, but it's only the calm before the ) Someone in your life says they're making big changes, but are they 2.What was the name of the
/j\u\ feel. In fact, if you take another look at them today, you'll see that most storm! When that storm hits, get the heck out of the way. Keep your 5 really? You haven't really seen any results yet, and your patience might Liverpool club where the Beat-
of them are fairly simple to solve. All you need to do is get a little bit head down and avoid getting involved. Your input won't be received be wearing thin. There's nothing wrong with asking them about their les played in the early 1960s?
more organized about finding a solution and then you will! Make up warmly, so why bother offering it? You might think you have the progress, and today is the day to do it. They might appreciate your A. Abyss
some lists of what is wrong and what is right in your life. You'll notice solution to the conflict, but the people who are arguing don't want prodding. It's a sign that you're a very good friend. You should encourage B. Trench
right away that the list of "right" things is a lot longer than the list of solutions. They just want to fight, so let them. Stick your nose into their them to make the choices that aren't so easy. Let them know that you'll C. Hole
"wrong" things. business and it could get bruised. be there to support them however long it takes. D. Cavern
CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22 SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21 (A PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20 - What London establishment
M I was created in 1753 by Sir Har-
A conversation you have with a coworker or collaborator will have a = Today, you need to be more proactive about getting what you want. Go B (%)? You have every right to your feelings, no matter what they are -- and you ris Sloane?
double meaning, although one of you might not realize it until it's too ¢ “_- right to the source, right to the person or people who can help you get have every right to express them. Plus, you know how to express them
late. Speaking in code might be a great way of avoiding the wrath of - where you need to go, meet that person you want to meet, or invest in better than most. You have the great ability to put things in a very tactful A. Londo.n‘Zoo, Regents Park
nosy eavesdroppers, but it is a risky move. After all, unless both of you that resource you need so badly. Making more aggressive moves might way, so say what you mean -- you don't have to worry about how people B. The British Museum
know the code, you can't have effective communication! Opt for be hard for you at first, but once you get a hang of it, you'll find that it react. That's not your responsibility, anyway. If their feelings get hurt or C. The National Portrait Ga”ery
crystal-clear communications today. And if you need to keep a secret, brings some impressive results. People are receptive to what you have to they take issue with things, that's because of some issue or unresolved D. The Royal SOCiety
just make sure you're talking in private. say, and they'll respect your forthrightness. problem they need to deal with. 4'€ d'¢ d’'L:ssemsuy
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Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by

2, linking adjacent letters - to the left,
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal
to each other. The Boggles Classic
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words
are valued at one point for each
letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one
point, a four letter word is worth
two points, and so on. Valid words
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must be at least three letters long. 9 8 6
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good, 10-15 words: Good, 7 6 5 9
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‘IT'S WHY
| KEEP
PLAYING'

Swiss veteran Wawrinka
rolls back years in French
Open marathon win

Paris, France - Former champion
Stan Wawrinka shrugged off his
38 years to reach the French
Open second round on Monday,
winning a five-set marathon
against Albert Ramos-Vinolas
which stretched to four hours and
35 minutes and said: “It's why |
keep playing”.

Wawrinka, ranked 89 in the
world, came through 7-6 (7/5),
6-4, 6-7 (2/7),1-6, 6-4 and will
next face Australia’s world num-
ber 108 Thanasi Kokkinakis after

winning a match at Roland Gar-
ros for the first time since 2020.
Playing out on the semi-
sunken Court 14 arena, the Swiss
veteran fired 76 winners and
committed 79 unforced errors in
an all-out attacking performance
which brought back memories of
his 2015 title triumph in Paris.
“It's one of the big reasons
why | keep playing is to relive
those emotions,” said Wawrinka.
“| think it was special today
again to be here, a lot of support,

a lot of fans here. It helped me a
lot to stay in the match and to
keep fighting for it.

“l always try to make it special,
try to have a connection with the
people, with the fans, because as
| say, it's one of the main reasons
why | keep playing and | want to
enjoy it as much as possible.”

With 14-time champion Rafael
Nadal sidelined from the tourna-
ment for the first time since
2004 through injury, Wawrinka
is one of only two champions in
the draw - the other is Novak
Djokovic, the title winner in 2016
and 2021.

"l won here many years ago, a
long time ago. | was much
younger and playing different
tennis,” said Wawrinka. “But it's
always going to be special to be

Stan Wawrinka celebrates after
winning a point against Albert

Ramos-Vinolas on Monday

back here and always have that
memory about 2015.”

Wawrinka, a three-time major
winner, has been battling a series
of knee injuries in recent years.

The former world number
three missed four successive ma-
jors after the 2021 Australian
Open before returning in Paris
last year.

However, he was defeated in
the first round at the French
Open and then at Wimbledon,
the US Open and this year's Aus-
tralian Open.

Wawrinka and Kokkinakis, a
player who has waged his own
injury battles in recent years,
have never met.

"When he's healthy, like he's
been this year, he's always a dan-
gerous player,” said Wawrinka.

Medvedev stunned,
Djokovic defiant
after controversy

Paris, France - - World number
two Daniil Medvedev was
knocked out of the French Open
in the first round on Tuesday, los-
ing in five sets to 172nd-ranked
Thiago Seyboth Wild as Roland
Garros attempted to move on
from Novak Djokovic's Kosovo
controversy.

Seyboth Wild, who came
through the qualifiers and had
never previously won a Grand
Slam match, triumphed 7-6
(7/5), 6-7 (6/8), 2-6, 6-3, 6-4.

It was Medvedev's fifth loss in
the opening round at Roland Gar-
ros in seven appearances.

Seyboth Wild, without a win
on the main tour since February
2022, held his nerve in the con-
clusion of the four-hour 15-
minute match on Court Philippe
Chatrier.

Djokovic will return to Court
Philippe Chatrier on Wednesday
night for his second round match
with the controversy over his
"Kosovo is the heart of Serbia"
message still raging.

The Belgrade-born superstar,
chasing a record 23rd Grand
Slam title in Paris, wrote the mes-
sage in Serbian after his opening
round victory over Aleksandar
Kovacevic on Monday.

"Kosovo is our cradle, our
stronghold, centre of the most
important things for our country,”
36-year-old Djokovic told Serb
media. His comments came amid
heightened ethnic tensions in
northern Kosovo where demon-
strators and NATO soldiers have
been injured.

Russian qualifier Mirra An-

Novak Djokovic

As a public figure but also a son of
a man who was born in Kosovo

I feel additional responsibility to
express my support to our people
and Serbia as a whole

NOVAK DJOKOVIC

dreeva, 16, marked her Grand
Slam debut with a quickfire 6-2,
6-1victory over Alison Riske-Am-
ritraj of the United States.
Andreeva, the youngest player
in the tournament, has reached
143 in the world from 312 in April
and hit the headlines at the
Madrid Open earlier this month

where she reached the last 16.

Wimbledon and US Open run-
ner-up Ons Jabeur eased past
Italy's Lucia Bronzetti, who won
her maiden WTA title in Rabat on
Saturday, 6-4, 6-1.

Jabeur, a first round loser 12
months ago, is idolised by An-
dreeva, 12 years her junior.

Svitolina hoping to ‘bring joy’ to
Ukraine with tennis return

Paris, France - Elina Svitolina said
she wanted to “bring joy" to peo-
ple in Ukraine after she marked
her comeback to Grand Slam
tennis with a first-round victory
at the French Open on Monday.

The former world number
three beat last year's semi-final-
ist Martina Trevisan 6-2, 6-2 in
her first match at a major tourna-
ment since the 2022 Australian
Open.

Svitolina recently returned to
the tour following maternity
leave, having previously taken a
break from the sport citing health
problems and mental exhaustion
following Russia's invasion of her
home country Ukraine.

The 28-year-old also won her
17th WTA title in Strasbourg last
weekend.

“l want to do it for myself. |
have some goals that | want to
complete before | retire com-
pletely,” she said when asked
what motivated her to return to
the WTA Tour in April.

"Of course, for my country, as
well, to bring these little mo-

Ukraine's Elina Svitolina celebrates after beating Italy's Martina Trevisan

on Monday (AFP)

ments like, for example, winning
Strasbourg, starting well here, as
well.

“These kind of moments,
these little wins... on a level,
which is very low, but these mo-
ments bring joy to people of
Ukraine, to the kids as well -- the
kids who loved to play tennis be-
fore the war and now maybe
they don't have the opportunity.

“These moments that can
motivate them to look on the
bright side and see these good
moments and enjoy themselves
as much as they can in this hor-
rible situation.”

Svitolina has reached two
Grand Slam semi-finals and six
quarter-finals, including three
times at Roland Garros.

Spain's ‘Ios Alcaraz Garfia plays a
backhand return to Italy's Flavio Cobolli during

their first-round match on Sunday (AFp)

Alcaraz says

Paris, France - World number
one Carlos Alcaraz admitted he
felt “invincible" at times during
his straight-sets win over Italian
qualifier Flavio Cobolli in the
French Open first round on
Monday.

The  20-year-old,  the
youngest top seed at Roland
Garros since Bjorn Borg in 1976,
swept toa 6-0, 6-2, 7-5 win over
his 159th-ranked opponent.

U.S. Open champion Alcaraz
won the first eight games of
Monday's match and was com-

he felt ‘invincible’ in French Open win

fortably two sets up in just 52
minutes.

In the first set alone, he al-
lowed his overwhelmed oppo-
nent a meagre 10 points.

“| felt | couldn't lose a game. |
thought that | was able to win
easier than | did, but a match can
turn around in each game. But at
the start of the match, | felt in-
vincible,” he said.

Cobolli, making his Grand
Slam debut, rallied briefly in the
third set but was unable to take
advantage of two break points in

the sixth game.

Alcaraz then saw four match
points slip away as the ltalian
hung on to level at 5-5.

However, the Spaniard
wrapped up the tie on a fifth
match point in the 12th game.

Next up for Alcaraz is a clash
with Japan’s Taro Daniel for a
place in the last 32.

New  York-born  Daniel,
ranked 112, enjoyed his best
Slam at the Australian Open in
2022 where he went to the third
round from qualifying and de-

feated former world number one
Andy Murray in the round of 64.

His best run in Paris was a
second round appearance in
2017.

Daniel has flourished on hard
courts this year -- reaching the
quarter-finals in Acapulco and
second round from qualifying at
Indian Wells and Miami.

“| know the level of Taro, so
it's going to be a really tough

second round, really tough
match,” added Alcaraz.
AFP
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Chennai Super Kings captain MS Dhoni sets
the field during their IPL final against
Gujarat Titans on Monday (AFP)

REIGN OF
CAPTAIN

COOL

iﬁlmazz’né" Dhoni hailed as one of a kind after thrilling @in

Ahmedabad, India - MS Dhoni was
hailed as a superhero Tuesday after
the 41-year-old's tactical acumen,
cool demeanour and a crucial stump-
ing helped Chennai Super Kings win
a record-equalling fifth IPL title.

Chennai edged out 2022 champi-
ons Guijarat Titans by five wickets in
a last-ball thriller that started on
Monday and ended past 1:30am
Tuesday.

Fans of Dhoni and his team cele-
brated on the streets all night.

The final in Ahmedabad was
played on the reserve day after a
washout on Sunday and, after more
wet weather, Chennai chased down a
rain-revised target of 171in 15 overs.
Ravindra Jadeja scored 10 runs off the
final two balls in front of 80,000 fans
at the world's largest cricket stadium.

Former India skipper Dhoni, who
looks set to play on despite earlier
suggestions that this might be his last
hurrah, was out first ball in Chennai's

reply.

But the wicketkeeper-batsman
also pulled off a masterful stumping
of Gujarat's danger man Shubman
Gill and his experience, calm and
sheer presence helped see Chennai
home.

He has now equalled Rohit

This stage of his
career to win
another IPL and
lead a team like he
has, I1thinkitis
great credit to him

STEPHEN FLEMING

Sharma's record of five titles as cap-
tain - Rohit for Mumbai Indians - but
pundits believe Dhoni is in a league of
his own.

“If you are comparing on titles you

have got a discussion,” former Aus-
tralia batsman and ex-IPL coach Tom
Moody said on ESPNCricinfo.

“But if you are talking about cap-
taincy, there is no grand final.”

Former India batsman Sanjay
Manijrekar agreed, saying: “This kind
of leadership will rarely be seen.”

Dhoni is India's most successful
Test captain and has had a glittering
career that included winning two
World Cups. He retired from interna-
tional duty in 2020 but continued
with the IPL, albeit with a bad knee
and some lacklustre batting perform-
ances this term.

Having previously hinted this
might be his last IPL, he suggested
after the final that he will return for
one more crack in 2024.

“The way (fans have) shown their
love and affection, | think that's
something | need to do for them,” he
said.

Rain halted play on Monday as a

brief but torrential downpour left one
of the side pitches soaked. Ground
staff needed over two hours to get
the game restarted after midnight.
Fans kept patient for the second
straight day, with chants of “Dhoni,
Dhoni” reverberating through the
night air, before Jadeja brought the
house down with a six and four to seal
victory.

Videos of “Captain Cool” during
the nerve-jangling final moments
showed him somehow keeping calm
- outwardly at least.

It appeared that he closed his eyes
for the last ball when Jadeja needed a
boundary to win.

Dhoni then hugged Jadeja and
lifted him off his feet.

“As calm as he is and cool as he is,
(still) it means a lot,” Chennai coach
Stephen Fleming told reporters. “This
stage of his career to win another IPL
and lead a team like he has, | think it
is great credit to him,” Fleming said.

Jimmy Butler of Miami Heat dribbles the ball during Game Seven of the Eastern Conference Finals against
Boston Celtics on Monday (AFP)

Miami get the better
of Boston to book NBA
title clash with Denver

Boston, US - The Miami Heat ad-
vanced to the NBA Finals on
Monday by routing Boston 103-
84 and denying the Celtics a his-
toric comeback from down 3-0
in the series.

Jimmy Butler had 28 points,
seven rebounds and six assists
while Caleb Martin added 26
points and 10 rebounds to spark
Miami, which will visit Denver on
Thursday to begin the best-of-
seven championship final.

Taking full advantage of an in-
jury to Boston star Jayson Tatum
in the opening seconds and a
cold-shooting start by the host
Celtics, the Heat avoided be-
coming the first team in NBA his-
tory to lose a playoff series after
taking a 3-0 lead.

Miami recovered from a gut-
punch of a game-six defeat,
falling on a last-second tip-in, to
win the Eastern Conference final

4-3, silencing a loud Boston
crowd after the opening minutes.

"We stayed together as a
group and as a team,” Butler said.
"We talked about going to get a
tough one on the road and we
did just that.

“But we're not satisfied. We're
happy. We're ecstatic. But we've
got one more to get."

The Heat, seeking a fourth
NBA title and first since 2013,
last reached the NBA Finals in
2020, losing to the Lakers.

The Nuggets, into the NBA Fi-
nals for the first time, swept the
Los Angeles Lakers in the West-
ern Conference final and have
not played since May 22.

Miami stretched the lead as
high as 17 points in the second
quarter - a margin the Heat
hadn't squandered to lose a
game all season - but Boston
pulled within 52-41 at half-time.

With Tatum hurting, Derrick
White scored eight straight
points to lift the Celtics within
59-51.

But Caleb Martin sank a base-
line jumper just before the third-
quarter buzzer, giving him nine in
the period, to put Miami ahead
76-66 entering the fourth.

Martin sank a three-pointer to
ignite a 7-0 Miami run to open
the fourth quarter for an 83-66
edge, matching the Heat's
largest lead to that point.

The Celtics went nearly four
minutes without scoring and
never again threatened, finishing
a woeful 9-of-42 from three-
point range.

"We shot 21 percent from
three,” Celtics coach Joe Maz-
zulla said. “The defense was still
there. "They gave it everything
they had. That's the most impor-
tant thing to take from this.”

Mourinho targets sixth European
title as Sevilla seek to stay perfect

Budapest, Hungary - Roma man-
ager Jose Mourinho has never
lost a European final while Sevilla
is six from six in Europa League
finals. Something has to give in
Budapest on Wednesday.

Portugal’'s Mourinho has five
major continental titles to his
name - two Champions League
wins, two Europa League tro-
phies and last year's triumph in
the inaugural Europa Conference
League with the Italian side.

The 60-year-old announced
himself on the big stage in 2003
when he led Porto to the UEFA
Cup, the Europa League's precur-
sor, and the following year he
won the Champions League.

Inter Milan became champion
of Europe on his watch for the
first time in 45 years in 2010 and
he celebrated his fourth conti-
nental trophy during his spell at

e

Jose Mourinho

ning the Europa League.

Twenty years on he is defying
the naysayers who said his ca-
reer was on the wane after a dis-
appointing spell at Tottenham.

If Roma lifts the trophy in
Hungary, Mourinho will pull clear
of Giovanni Trapattoni, who also
won five major European tro-
phies in his coaching career.

is in no doubt he is improving
with age and experience.

"Better coach, better person,
same DNA," said the Portuguese.
“The DNA is motivation, is hap-
piness. Desire for these big mo-
ments, and these are the feelings
that | try to pass to the boys.

“| think you can be better and
better with your experiences. |

sharper and the accumulation of
knowledge is better with the
years. "l think you stop when you
lose motivation. My motivation
grows up every day. | think | am
better now.”

Roma, who edged past Bayer
Leverkusen in the semi-finals, fin-
ished sixth in Serie A but victory
against their Spanish opponents
this week would be a passport
into the Champions League.

Mourinho's future beyond this
season is uncertain but he says
for now his only focus is on
Wednesday's match at the
Puskas Arena.

In order to achieve his target,
Mourinho must get past Sevilla,
who are kings of Europe’s sec-
ond-tier competition - their tally
of six wins is double that of Inter
Milan, Liverpool, Juventus and
Atletico Madrid.

T ' . : : Mancini picks

Tired | Spgllettl conflr.ms h.IS 26mansquad

Napoli exit after making history | forNations
League finals

Milan, Italy - Luciano Spalletti
confirmed Monday that he will
leave Napoli at the end of the
Serie A season after winning
their first league title since the
days of Diego Maradona.

Speaking at an event at the
Italian national team's Cover-
ciano training centre, Spalletti
said that he would take time
away from football and would
not be immediately moving to
coach another team.

"l need to take some time to
rest because I'm pretty tired,”
Spalletti said.

“l don't know if you can call it
ayear's sabbatical but | won't be
working. | won't be coaching
Napoli or any other team.”

My
LAY
Luciano Spalletti

The 64-year-old guided
Napoli to their third Scudetto -
their first since 1990 - with five
matches to play after a magical
campaign in which his team
played some of the most thrilling
football in Europe.

Napoli's title triumph was the
crowning glory of Spalletti's long

and eventful coaching career
which had brought plenty of
plaudits but few trophies.

It was his first Italian league
crown and first trophy of any sort
in Italy since the Italian Cup won
at Roma in 2008.

He did win league titles in
Russia with Zenit Saint Peters-
burg in 2010 and 2012.

Spalletti will bow out as
Napoli coach on Sunday evening
when the newly-crowned cham-
pions host relegated Sampdoria
at the Stadio Diego Armando
Maradona.

Italian media report that for-
mer Barcelona and Spain coach
Luis Enrique is the favourite to
replace Spalletti next season.

Milan, Italy - Roberto Mancini
picked on Monday a provisional
26-man squad for the upcoming
Nations League finals in the
Netherlands next month.

European champions Italy
face Spain in the competition’s
last four on June 15 with either
Croatia or the Dutch hosts
awaiting in the final should the
Azzurri win.

Mancini has not picked any-
one from Inter Milan or
Fiorentina, who have the Cham-
pions League and Conference
League finals next week, includ-
ing midfielder Nicolo Barella who
has been a fixture in Mancini's
Italy.
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BLOCKBUSTER

FINISH

Jadeja hits six and four off
final two balls as Chennai
win fifth IPL crown

Ahmedabad, India - Indian
cricket superstar MS Dhoni said
he will look to return for the next
IPL season after he led Chennai
Super Kings to a record-equalling
fifth title over Gujarat Titans in
what many believed to be his last
match.

Ravindra Jadeja hit a six and
four off the final two balls as
Chennai chased down their re-
vised target of 171 in 15 overs
with five wickets to spare in a
rain-hit final which went past
1.30 am local time Tuesday on a

reserve day in Ahmedabad fol-
lowing a washout on Sunday.

New Zealand's Devon Con-
way led the chase with his 25-
ball 47 before cameos from
Ajinkya Rahane (27) and Shivam
Dube, who hit an unbeaten 32,
set the stage for Jadeja’s heroics.

Needing 13 off the final over,
Mohit Sharma bowled four good
balls before Jadeja hit the win-
ning runs to trigger wild celebra-
tions at the world's biggest
cricket stadium.

“This is the best time to an-

S

nounce my retirement. But

amount of love | have received all
over. The easy thing would be to

Chennai Super Kings' players celebrate with the trophy after their victory against Gujarat Titans in the IPL final in Ahmedabad on Monday (AFP)

the  walk away from here, but the
harder thing would be working
hard for nine months and try to

my name. My eyes were full of
water, | needed to take some
time off in the dugout.”

Chennai won the title for the
fifth time to go level with Mum-
bai Indians.

Dhoni kept attracting huge
crowds across venues this sea-
son and over 80,000 fans
cheered the veteran, who had re-
cently said he would take a call
on his future later this year, in the
final. Playing his 250th IPL
match, Dhoni got out for a first-
ball duck as he went back to a
stunned silence, but he had the
last laugh in his 10th appearance
in the final as Chennai captain.

Ambati Rayudu also hit a key
19 off eight balls in his last match
after he announced his retire-
ment ahead of the final.

Rain forced players off the
ground when Chennai were four
without loss after three balls of
their innings.

The downpour lasted for
about 15 minutes but covers
came off from one of the pitches
which got damp and the ground-
staff worked for over two hours
to get the field ready for play.

play another IPL,” said the 41-
year-old Dhoni.
“It would be a gift from me,

won't be easy on the body. You
do get emotional, the first game
at CSK everyone was chanting

CLASSIFIEDS

SITUATION WANTED

Looking for a suitable position, education qualification (BA, Library SC)
currently in Muscat on visit visa, available for interview physically as a
office job/reception/admin work/clerk

Contact: +968-93214303

FoRRENWENTURE & TRAVEL

EXPLORE THE
WORLD WITH US !!

+968 91378813

P.O.Box :62,

Postal Code:117,
Wadi Al Kabir, Muscat
- Sultanate of Oman

&) manger@vttoman.com

FOR TOURISM

Book your tickets at the
best rates with us to
your travel destinations.

+968 24830685

Ruwi high street, near
Bank Muscat Opp. Al
Baraka Hypermarket

TADMUR TRAVEL & TOURISM

‘““'ﬂu,o -
b

ARCHITECTURE
HOUSE

Consulting Engineers
& Architects

+968 99433380

PO Box: 1451 Muttrah
Postal Code: 114
Sultanate of Oman

-

Our Services:

+968 96646605
Azaiba Near Scientific Pharmacy
+968 72188999

Timings :9am -1pm
4:30pm-9pm

PROFILE

Profile Dental & Orthodontist Clinic

Mawalah South Near Bhala Pharmacy

) neenashik@gmail.com

, Mal

Alkaline lonized Drinking Water

[d OmanOasis @ OmanOasisOfficial

L)
+968 99565653
+968 91220018

9
2

il
mazaj_chalets

We Offer you a combination of luxury and

ultimate comfort fo create an unique
experience with high level of excellent

serviceg o engure your comfort and joy
by giving you a unigue and unforgettable

vacation.

o R.0 50 (Weekdays) e R.O 75 (Weekends)
Check in [3:00 & Check out next day (00

Our Offers:

your comfort.

e R.O 45 (Weekdays)
e R.065 (Weekends)

+968 71111571

rove_chalet

Looking for a perfect get away,come
visit us at Barka with private pool,
totally air conditioned chalet, relax at

@ fustugaa.om | RE-S

Price: RO.10/-

=1 92286598

Luxurious, light and fragile, pistachio cake is
kneaded with crunchy and fresh pistachios.
Prepared by hand directly from the oven,
garnish with cream of pistachio sauce,

: crunchy pistachios and roses. With every bite,
the delicious taste blends with these flavors...

Delivery to all the states of the Sultanate

Services:

Kitchen - Supermarket - Bakery - Equipments Supply

+ 968 24831661

Showroom: Ruwi High Street
Near Bank Muscat
Factory:Wadi Kabir industrial Area Muscat

info@gitter-gulf.com

akaline

h9.11%9.5

# DmanDasisWater

SEND YOUR REQUEST FOR

Birthday/Anniversary wishes to wish@apexmedia.co.om
with your resident card copy (It's free of cost)

v TP :". <

Available 2100 sq meter best in class
Warehouse cum office Space,
fully furnished ready to use, Located at
Prime area of Ghala in the heart of the
city having easy access to airport &
express Way.

3893596

e Fleet of 2,000 vehicles

¢ Choose from a wide range
of brands & models

W ~|* ¢ PDO, OXY and BP spec

- . - A vehicles available
Quality car rentals
at competitive prices.

e Attractive rates for short-term
& long-term lease

Muscat 9014 6672, 9679 0684
Sohar 9731 6218 | Salalah 9429 9325

www.orbit-oman.com

Car Rental & Lease

CLASSIFIED
LISTINGS

Muscat Daily offers a
variety of classified

listings for individuals

and establishments:
Situations
Vacant/Wanted,
Accommodation
Wanted or Available,
Sale of Household

Registration is now open

“# bright future far your child"
lor Kindergarten stage

Freem two'& @ hall yeses 1o five years

= & Bl - A Ehabak Seramt, s s Al Khinedy
Ehasm Eling

Items, Cars for
Sale or Wanted,
Matrimonial

Alliances, etc
Please email your
listing to
dailyclassifieds@apexmedia.co.om

or call: 99104346

oman

OASIS

* HYDRATE SMARTLY

' @ Ultra-hydrating

@ Revitalizing




FEATURES BEAUTY

l l omeone like this
should live forever,"
said one of Tina
Turner's  neigh-

bours as she laid flowers outside
the rock legend's lakeside home
in Switzerland on Thursday.

Barbara  Burkhalter  was
among a steady stream of people
who left cards and messages out-
side Turner's chateau, where the
83-year-old queen of rock had
lived for nearly three decades.

Turner's death on Wednesday
sparked tributes from world lead-
ers and fellow rock icons - but
also from her neighbours in the
plush Zurich suburb of Kues-
nacht, where the star lived a
quiet, untroubled life.

"I brought flowers and a little
card. | really had to come," said
Burkhalter, 69. "She was my
favourite... We loved that she
was here but we would never
have bothered her. We don't hear
your voice any more but it's still
inside my heart."

Antonella Carrera wept as she
reflected on the role Turner's
songs played in her life from
childhood onwards.

"Going through hard times,
music is what always pulls one
back and where you find yourself,
and Tina gave me many, many
moments where | needed to feel
good again,” the 53-year-old

TRIBUTES

QUEEN

OF

South African told AFP.

"l know she's gone and the
legend lives on forever, but it's
just the pain knowing that this
beautiful woman with this gift
from God has finally gone to
rest.”

Rest in power

Large bouquets and individual
flowers were building up by the
chateau gates, along with can-
dles, cards and handwritten
messages to the US-born super-
star, including one saying 'Rest in
power",

Besides her soaring vocals
and magnetic stage presence,
Turner's overcoming of domestic
violence touched many around
the world. Well-wisher Guia
Greaves said she was known
locally as a kind person and a
good neighbour.

"I don't know how many times
| passed here while listening to
her songs and said 'Hey, Tina!","
Greaves told AFP. "And | really
admire what she symbolised for
domestic violence: the way she
blossomed with no hate. We
have now the treasure of her
music and we have to keep lis-
tening to it."

She was so strong
Turner had moved to Switzer-
land in 1995 with her longtime
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TEARS AND PRAYERS ABOUND OUTSIDE TINA TURNER'S
TRANQUIL SWISS HOME FOLLOWING HER DEATH LAST WEEK

Tina Turner during a performance at the

Macy's Passport '97 fundraiser and

Music lovers have been laying flowers outside the entrance to the estate of the late singer, in Kusnacht (Switzerland), folowing the news

She was my favourite...

We loved that she was here
but we would never have
bothered her. We don't hear
your voice any more butit's
still inside my heart

BARBARA BURKHALTER

partner Erwin Bach. Some also
left flowers of condolence for the
67-year-old German producer.

The grounds of their chateau
have immaculately-manicured
hedges and huge colourful
bushes in pink and blue hues.

The turreted three-storey
white mansion, which backs onto
Lake Zurich, is shielded from the
road by towering trees.

"Her music became part of
my life as a teenager and got me
thinking about what we make of
this life," said Bryan Mackie, 29,
among those paying their re-
spects. "My girlfriend is an even
bigger fan than me. She's so sad;
| brought the flowers for her."

One man knelt and blew three
kisses towards the chateau; a
woman tenderly touched the

fashion show in San Francisco, CA

gates after laying flowers, while
another woman said prayers in
[talian.

Turner's music blasted out in
tribute from the cocktail bar
across the road.

Beautiful soul

Andrea Brunetti, 47, an Italian IT
worker who lives in Lucerne, left
a rose with a love heart.

"She's the most beautiful
woman in the last 200 years.
She's really a treasure. She's
more than an artist: she's a beau-
tiful soul,” he said.

"She always gave 110 per cent
until the end. Some people will
never die. Thank-you Tina, for
everything you gave to the peo-
ple."

Jerika Seiler, 48, who met
Turner many times in local
restaurants over the past 20
years, lit a candle.

The fashion designer said,
"One time, while driving into her
chateau, Turner opened the win-
dow and said 'Hi!" and smiled. |
was shouting for happiness!"

She further said, "I went to
three (of her) concerts. Any time
| see her film | always cry. She
was so strong, and her message
for life, | will miss it. She was
great in every way and will al-
ways be simply the best."

AFP
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ouis Vuitton valiantly battled pounding rain
on an ltalian island paradise while present-
ing its cruise collection last Wednesday
night, the weather sending celebrity guests
underneath umbrellas and dampening a hairdo
or two.

But when you're the flagship brand within the
powerhouse LVMH portfolio, with a guest list that
includes Catherine Deneuve, Cate Blanchett and
Emma Stone, what's a little rain?

Bad weather was likely not top of mind when
the storied luxury label, led by Nicolas Ghesquiere
chose the tiny Isola Bella, a jewel of anisland in the
azure waters of Lake Maggiore, as an appropriately
jaw-dropping venue for its Cruise 2024 collection.

The rain arrived nonetheless, forcing the show
originally planned for the island's formal terraced
gardens to take place within the baroque Palazzo
Borromeo, still owned by the family of the same
name whose noble ancestry dates to the 13th cen-
tury.

"It's the one thing Nicolas can't control - the
weather," the editor-in-chief of Vogue Thailand,
Ford Laosuksri, told AFP after the show, as guests
lingered to sip bubbly while hoping (in vain) for the
rain to stop.

Laosuksri was wearing a crocheted floral top
and sandals - an endearing if not foolhardy gesture
amid the steady rain. "l didn't want to ruin my vel-
vet shoes," he confided.

Ghesquiere, Louis Vuitton's artistic director
since 2013, sent models through the ornate, high-
ceilinged rooms of the 17th-century palazzo in
eclectic, futuristic creations for which he is cele-
brated. Some looks recalled scuba gear adorned
with avant garde ruffling, while others felt like
fencers' uniforms, protective with thick quilting
over the chest.

Fabric was cinched tight like an accordion at the
bodice of a sleeveless dress with colour blocks in
royal blue and yellow gold, imparting texture and
movement, while a shiny black dress came with a

¥
-
"

CRUISE COLLECTION

LOUIS VUITTON
BRAVES RAIN
ON ITS ITALIAN
ISLAND
PARADISE ISOLA
BELLA FOR ITS
CRUISE 2024
COLLECTION

drawstring neckline that called to mind a popular
handbag by the brand.

Sweaters became more airy with a translucent
stripe at the midriff, while three chiffon gowns cut
on the bias - in dusty pink, sea green and baby blue
- sported exaggerated puffy sleeves worthy of the
Edwardian age.

"It was beautiful, it was flowy but still powerful,"
said Philippine actress Heart Evangelista.

From fishing to fashion

Louis Vuitton's event was the first-ever fashion
show allowed on Isola Bella, a former fishing village
transformed by the Borromeos into a sumptuous
paradise fit for royalty.

Kings, queens and emperors have been guests
at Palazzo Borromeo over the years, including
Queen Victoria, Napoleon and Josephine, and even
Prince Charles and Princess Diana in 1985.

On Wednesday. celebrities and influencers from
around the world - including US actress Jennifer
Connelly and Felix from K-Pop's Stray Kids - de-
scended on the island.

Trying not to slip, guests took cover under the
transparent umbrellas provided by the brand be-
fore escaping into the palazzo.

Following the show, some guests stood on
benches and posed for pictures under the watchful
gaze of centuries of Borromeo elders whose por-
traits line the walls.

Cruise collections are designed to offer warm-
weather wardrobes for jet-setters lucky enough to
escape to sunny locales during the drab winter
months. In recent years, they have become desti-
nation events, with brands choosing more and
more exotic spots to backdrop their luxury looks.

Louis Vuitton's show comes on the heels of
Dior's, which showed a Frida Kahlo-inspired
cruise collection in Mexico City on Saturday, and
Chanel's earlier this month at Hollywood's Para-
mount Studios.

AFP
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