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June 12,  2022
12 Dhul Qadah 1443 AH

SUNDAY

HM GREETS RUSSIAN PRESIDENT
HM GREETS PRESIDENT 
OF THE PHILIPPINES

MUSCAT:  His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin 
Tarik has sent a cable of greetings to President 
of the Russian Federation, Vladimir Putin on 
the occasion of the Declaration of Sovereignty 
Day. In his cable, His Majesty the Sultan 
expressed his sincere greetings and wishes of 
good health and happiness to the president and 
to his country’s people further progress and 
prosperity. -ONA

MUSCAT:  His Majesty Sultan 
Haitham bin Tarik has sent a cable of 
congratulations to President Rodrigo 
Duterte of the Republic of the Philippines 
on his country’s Independence Day 
anniversary. In his cable, His Majesty the 
Sultan expressed his sincere greetings 
and best wishes to the president and to his 
country’s people. -ONA

TANZANIA PRESIDENT’S VISIT TO
STRENGTHEN TIES WITH OMAN

MUSCAT: The relations between 
the Sultanate of Oman and the 
United Republic of Tanzania, espe-
cially in the economic fi eld, is set to 
enter a new phase with the meet-
ing between His Majesty Sultan 
Haitham bin Tarik and President 
Samia Suluho Hassan at Al Alam 
Palace in Muscat on Sunday.

Besides sharing age-old ties and 
a common culture, the two nations 
enjoy healthy trade partnership of 
OMR30.6 million. Statistics also 
reveal that in 2021 the balance of 

trade lay in the Sultanate’s favour.
Omani exports, including that 

of plastic products, oil derivatives, 
electrical goods, home appliances 
and food items, to Tanzania in 
2021 stood at OMR40.1 million, 
according to statistics issued by 
the National Centre for Statistics 
and Information (NCSI).

Omani imports from Tanzania 
during the same year stood at ap-
proximately OMR9.500 million, 
and included mainly food items 
and meat. >A2

His Majesty the 

Sultan will discuss 

bilateral relations 

with the visiting 

Tanzanian President

Projects worth OMR480mn planned 
in renewable energy and water sector
Times News Service

MUSCAT:  Oman Power and 
Water Procurement Company 
(OPWPC) plans to attract invest-
ments of more than OMR480 mil-
lion, or $1.250 billion, for several 
projects in renewable energy and 
water sector, said CEO of the com-
pany Yaqub bin Saif Al-Kiyumi.

In a statement to the Oman 
News Agency, the CEO said the 
company is planning to develop 

two solar power plants in Al Dakh-
iliyah Governorate, with a total 
capacity of 1,000 MW. The pro-
jects are expected to be awarded 
before the end of this year. Private 

investment in these projects is es-
timated at about $600 million.

The company also plans to in-
vest about $300 million in wind 
energy in the Wilayat of Jalan Bani 
Bu Ali in South Sharqiyah Gover-
norate and in the Wilayat of Duqm 
in the Al Wusta Governorate, he 
said adding that the company will 
begin the process of selecting de-
velopers before the end of this year.

He pointed out that these pro-
jects come within the national 

priorities set by the Oman Vision 
2040, of preserving environment, 
reducing carbon emissions, ex-
ploiting natural resources, devel-
oping governorates, engaging the 
private sector, attracting foreign 
investments and generating job 
opportunities for Omani youth.

Yaqub bin Saif Al-Kiyumi 
stressed that there is a positive 
growth in energy demand in the 
Sultanate of Oman, especially re-
newable energy projects. >A5
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OMAN
PIA repatriation flights

1
PIA fl ew 19,000 people  
to Pakistan during the  
COVID-19 pandemic. >A3

WORLD
US relaxes travel tests

2
The US has relaxed 
COVID-19 tests rules for 
people arriving there. >A6

T O P  T H R E E  I N S I D E  S T O R I E S

A2
Shabab Oman II 
receives guests 
during UK tour

360

MUSCAT

MARKET
M-E travel demand up

3
Middle East airlines 
have seen a 265 per cent 
demand rise in April. >B1
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Summer heat takes its 
toll on outdoor workers

Saleh Al-Shaibany

MUSCAT : Although the govern-
ment has decreed a three-hour 
midday relief for construction 
workers during  the summer 
months but the labourers are 
struggling to work outdoors as 
the mercury this week recorded 
high temperatures in Muscat and 
adjoining areas.

Building workers say the sum-
mer has started with the venge-
ance making it diffi  cult for them 
to work during the day in the con-
struction sites.

“It is really hot even early in the 
morning and the heat continues 
all evening when we stop work-
ing. The midday break is sup-
posed to be the hottest time but 
that is only a theory. It is as hot at 
midday as it is in other time of the 
day,” Mohammed Farook, a Bang-
ladeshi construction worker, told 
Times of Oman.

The government has ordered 

all construction companies to 
ask their labourers to stop work-
ing between 12.30pm to 3.30 pm 
to provide them a break from the 
scorching sun.

Pakistani labourer Masood 
Khan said he fainted last week 
while working in the construction 
site he works in a Maabela area.

“It was around 4.30 in the af-
ternoon. I was carrying bricks at 

the site and suddenly I blacked 
out. The next thing I know my col-
leagues were fanning my face. I 
was unconscious for over 10 min-
utes,” Masood told Times of Oman.

Other labourers said that the 
heat does not only eff ect them 
while they work but when they rest 
or go to sleep. They call for cooling 
system in their sleeping quarters 
to give them a resting relief.

“After working hours, we don’t 
get a proper rest because our ac-
commodation has no air condi-
tioning. It is really unbearable in 
the night when we go to sleep with 
the heat. At least the owners of the 
construction companies should 
provide us with air conditioning in 
our sleeping quarters,” Chandran 
Raman, an Indian construction 
worker, said.

Health and Safety experts say 
that dehydration is the biggest 
problem for construction workers 
during the hot summer months.

“When the temperatures is in 
the 40s then the body gets dry 
quickly while you are working in 
the heat. They need to drink a lot of 
water and work more in the shade. 
But unfortunately, not all labour-
ers work in the shade. Construc-
tion sites are mostly open areas,” 
Jack Hamilton, an HSE expert, 
told Times of Oman.

Health and Safety 

experts say that 

dehydration is the 

biggest problem for 

construction workers 

during the hot 

summer months

Shabab Oman II 
receives guests 
during UK tour

LONDON: RNO Shabab Oman 
II received a number of visitors 
while anchoring at West India 
Docks in the United Kingdom 
as part of its 6th international 
tour “Oman, the land of Peace” 
to Europe.

Air Marshal Sammy Sampson, 
UK Defence Senior Advisor to 
the Middle East; Commander of 
the National Defence College in 
London and a number of senior 
offi  cers visited the RNO Shabab 
Oman II. A number of prominent 
personalities and military at-
taches at the foreign embassies 
in London attended the reception 
organised on the vessel.

The visitors were acquainted 
with the roles and mission of 

RNO Shabab Oman II and the 
photo exhibition organised on-
board the vessel, showcased the 
landmarks and development in 
the Sultanate. The visitors were 
briefed on the course of the ves-
sel, the ports it has anchored at 
and the challenges the crew faced 
during the tour. -ONA

6 T H  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  T O U R

OIA plays a key role in 
East Africa investments

It may be mentioned that Oman 
Investment Authority plays a key 
role in facilitating investments in 
East Africa following the opening 
of its offi  ce in Tanzania in Febru-
ary 2015.

The OIA’s investment portfo-
lio includes the port of Mangap-
wani, Zanzibar in Tanzania, for 
which the procedural phase has 
already been completed. It will 
be followed by execution along 
with rehabilitation and devel-
opment works at Malindi Port 
and adjacent areas. A Memo-
randum of Understanding has 
been signed and the joint teams 
have commenced feasibil-
ity studies, besides offering a 
number of services.

The two countries also signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
last May in the fi eld of fi sheries 
and fi sh farming in Zanzibar. In 
June, a similar MoU was signed 
between Asyad and Tanzania 
Posts Corporation (TPC) in the 
fi eld of e-trade services and logis-
tics solutions, which is expected to 
push up the volume of e-trade ac-
tivities between the two countries.

OIA’s Omran Group is cur-
rently involved in negotiations 
to off er its expertise in the fi eld 

of tourism and develop and man-
age the historic and tourist land-
marks in Tanzania.

Besides, the visit of the Tanza-
nian trade delegation to the Sul-
tanate last February  contributed 
in familiarising the delegation  
with investment opportunities 
in the fi elds of industry, agricul-
ture, fi sheries, mining, logistic 
services, tourism, health, educa-
tion, renewable energy and in-
formation technology along with 
infrastructure required at ports 
and free zones  and legislations 
supportive of investments and 
trade in the Sultanate, includ-
ing exemption from tax for fi ve 
years, renewable to ten years and 
tax exemptions on equipment for 

establishment and expansion of 
industrial projects.

The two countries enjoy good 
relations at the political level 
and they hold regular sessions of 
discussions, the latest of which 
was the one held in Tanzania last 
March, which reaffi  rmed their 
commitment to dialogue and 
peaceful methods for resolving 
confl icts.

The Sultanate’s participation 
in the celebrations on the 60th 
Anniversary of Independence 
of Tanzania, refl ected the deep-
rooted historic relations between 
the two countries and is evidence 
of the two sides’ interest in devel-
oping bilateral cooperation be-
tween the two countries. -ONA
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Oman bags second place in 
international warrior contest
Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Royal Oman Po-
lice came second in the 12th In-
ternational Warrior Competition 
held in Jordan. 

Forty teams specialised in 
combating terrorism and special 
operations forces from diff erent 
countries of the world took part in 
the event. 

 The Royal Oman Police said: 
“The ROP team won second place 
in the 12th International Warrior 
Competition in Jordan, with the 

participation of 40 teams spe-
cialised in combating terrorism 
and special operations from vari-

ous military and security sectors 
and special forces from countries 
around the world.”

J O R D A N
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MOST READ ON FACEBOOK

 O N  S O C I A L  M E D I A

64,025 REACH

MOST WATCHED VIDEO ON FACEBOOK

MOST VIEWED VIDEO ON INSTAGRAM

Midday Minute 
news update

The Midday Minute news update 
had 1,100 views and reached 2,100 
people on Facebook.

Maghrib 
Minute news 
wrap

The Maghrib Minute news 
wrap had 1,626 views and 43 
likes on Instagram.

China eyeing 
high-speed 
rail network in 
Bangladesh

A story on China eyeing high-speed rail network 
in Bangladesh reached 64,025 people and had 
2,172 link clicks on Facebook.

1,100 VIEWS

1,626 VIEWS

YOU ORDER
WE DELIVER

Download the app

Times News Service

MUSCAT: 19,000 people in Oman, 
including thousands of Pakistani 
nationals working in the country, 
were fl own to Pakistan during the 
height of the pandemic even as 
countries around the globe were 
organising repatriation fl ights to 
bring their citizens home.

“I am eternally grateful that 
we were able to provide services 
and assist those who required 
us during the pandemic, with-
out the need for them to come to 
our offi  ce,” said Mohammed Arif, 
country manager for Pakistan 
International Airlines in Oman. 
“Without any complaints or any 
diffi  culties to people, we were 
able to fl y nearly 19,000 people 
home. We told our people that this 
is our national airline, and we will 
support them in any eventuality.

“We had roughly about 100 re-
patriation fl ights organised dur-
ing the pandemic, and each one 
of them were full,” he added. “We 
made it a point to off er round-
the-clock services during these 
testing times, even going to their 
doorstep to off er services when 
required. We did our utmost to 
make sure they found seats on 
our fl ights.”

Arif admitted that the eff orts 
to fl y Pakistani expats home from 
Oman were a team eff ort, sin-
gling out PIA’s Chief Commercial 
Offi  cer and Chief Executive Of-
fi cer for their initiative. The Em-
bassy of Pakistan also extended 
tremendous support.

He said: “It is because of this 
teamwork from our community, 
our management and our embas-
sy that we were successful.”

As a result of these eff orts, 
there has been an increased de-
mand for seats on board the na-
tional carrier’s planes, leading to 
PIA expanding their operations 
from nine fl ights a week to 20.

“Pre-pandemic, we had nine 
fl ights a week, and now we have 
20 fl ights,” said Arif. “Hopefully, 

in the coming days, we will have 
two more fl ights. What people like 
is our easy accessibility. There 
are other minor issues that need 
to be addressed, but it is impor-
tant that we do so, because it is 
these minor chinks that can lead 
to major concerns.

“One of the issues was that 
people complained that we didn’t 
give them good service, and that 
annoyed them. So that was some-
thing we needed to address,” he 
added. “When we began giving 
round-the-clock service to the 
people, they really began seeing us 
positively. Now that we have in-
creased demand for fl ights, it has 
been easy to convince the man-
agement to increase the number 
of fl ights to and from Oman.”

PIA’s decision to increase the 
frequency of fl ights to Pakistan 
has been welcomed by members 
of the Pakistani community in 
Oman. Pakistan school staff  in 
Oman have been among the most 
regular PIA passengers and are 
happy to acknowledge the overall 
improvement.

Done a lot
“PIA has done a lot to improve 
its image by overhauling its sys-
tem in recent years. We are ex-
tremely glad to observe a marked 
improvement in customer han-
dling by PIA staff  and regular-
ity in fl ight schedule. The airline 
now keeps its passengers updated 
ten days prior to their fl ight and, 
above all, off ers highly competi-
tive prices fetching it increased 
revenue of late. I have no hesita-
tion in acknowledging that things 
have improved noticeably over 
the last few years,” remarked Na-
sir Nawaz, senior principal, Paki-
stan Schools Oman.

Akhmat Hayat Raja, former 
PSC Chairman and former Paki-
stan schools board member, has 
been a frequent fl yer since 1983 
and feels that Pakistan’s national 
carrier has raised the bar and is 
winning rave reviews from its 

regular customers.
He said: “Apart from travel-

ling on PIA, I have been working 
closely with the airline manage-
ment in Oman for a number of 
social causes in the last four dec-
ades and have seen many ups and 
downs in service. However, the 
airline’s check-in and onboard 
services have improved a lot in 
recent years. The current PIA 
country head Mohammed Arif 
did an exceptional job during the 
pandemic, helping the stranded 
Pakistanis repatriate to their 
homeland.

“He has worked hard to bring 
PIA back from the lows of the 
pandemic, restoring its com-
mercial operations with great 
success,” explained Raja. “It is 
heartening to see 20 direct fl ights 
from Oman in a week carrying 
passengers to eight destinations 
in Pakistan, covering all big cit-
ies for the fi rst time in the history 
of its operations in Oman. Apart 
from transporting human bod-
ies free of charge, it is also off er-
ing lower fares to help the labour 
class when all other airlines are 
charging exorbitant prices. We 
are proud of our airline for oper-
ating with a heart.”

By improving its operations, 
PIA has succeeded in winning 
many elite customers and globe 
trotters. Dr Sharif Ataullah, a 
prominent cardiothoracic sur-
geon in Oman, now chooses to 
travel on PIA whenever possible.

“I have been travelling to vari-
ous parts of the world on other 
airlines, but now prefer PIA, par-
ticularly to Pakistan, because 
of a marked improvement in its 
standards. The fl ight crew is well-
mannered and cooperative with 
better food quality and choice on 
this route,” he said.

However, the doctor feels the 
airline needs to improve its seat-
ing and operate more check-in 
counters at Karachi airport, for 
fl ights operating to international 
destinations.

34th Consumer Confi dence 
Survey to kick off  today

PIA fl ew 19,000 people to 
Pakistan during pandemic

MUSCAT: The National Centre 
for Statistics and Information 
(NCSI) will today commence the 
activities of the 34th Consumer 
Confi dence Survey for the second 
quarter 2022. 

The two-week survey will target 
targets citizens aged 18 and above 
and will have a sample size of not 
less than 1,500 citizens in the vari-
ous governorates of the Sultanate. 
The data collection will be done by 
using of mobile phones. 

The consumer confi dence in-
dex is one of the vital indices for 
performance of economic activity. 

The survey aims to measure devel-
opment of the material conditions 
of Omani families.

Aims
It also aims to measure the factors 
which positively or negatively af-
fect the level of Oman’s economy, 
and forecasts for its future.

It also assesses the current eco-
nomic condition of families, their 
purchasing power for home appli-
ances, cars and other goods.

It also takes into account  the ex-
tent of availability of current and 
future job opportunities. -ONA

N C S IR E P A T R I A T I O N  F L I G H T S
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Young Omanis and 
Koreans gathered at 
the Korean Embassy 
to the Sultanate in 
Muscat on June 9. At 

this gathering, Korean students 
wore Omani dishdasha and sir-
wal off ered by members of the 
OK Nuri, a voluntary group of 
Omani fans of Korean culture. 
Omani participants tried han-
bok, Korean traditional costume. 
They appreciated the beauty and 
traditional elegance embodied in 
the design of both costumes of 
Oman and Korea.

The Omani and Korean par-
ticipants are further engaged in 

sessions where traditional handi-
craft items were introduced. 
What made the sessions even 
more enjoyable and lively was the 
activities to make handicrafts on 
the spot, going beyond just seeing 
the items.

H.E. KIM Kiejoo, Korean Am-
bassador to the Sultanate valued 
highly the voluntary cultural ex-
change activities at the grassroots 
level, which contributes substan-
tially to mutual understanding, 
exchanges and support in other 
parts of the relations. Ambassador 
KIM emphasised that “promoting 
knowledge about respective tradi-
tions and cultures is a great privi-

lege for the Koreans and Omanis 
as the two countries are endowed 
with rich history and cultural her-
itage.” He also assured that “the 
Korean Embassy will continue 
to work together with the Omani 
and the Korean friends to promote 
people-to-people exchanges.”

Members of the OK Nuri 
Group expressed their intention 
to continue their work as a “cul-
tural bridge” to link the Omani 
and Korean people. They also 
pledged that they will exert their 
best eff orts to contribute to the 
already- strong bonds of friend-
ship between the two peoples 
and countries.

MUTUAL GRASSROOTS CULTURAL 
DIPLOMACY OF OMANIS 

AND KOREANS IN MUSCAT
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Education ministry signs six pacts with private sector
Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Ministry of Edu-
cation signed six Memorandum 
of Understandings (MoUs) with a 
number of private sector institu-
tions that support Oman Science 
Festival 2022, under the patronage 
of Dr. Madiha bint Ahmed Al Shai-
baniyah, Minister of Education. 
The signing took place at the Min-
istry’s headquarter on Thursday.

Dr. Abdullah bin Khamis Ambo-
saidi, Undersecretary of the Min-
istry of Education for Education 
stated: “We were pleased to sign 
six MoUs with the institutions 
supporting Oman Science Festi-
val, which believed in the power 

of the idea, its richness, its impor-
tance and its benefi t not only to 
education and science, but also to 
the economy in general, and to the 
private sector itself, stressing that 
the support provided is to imple-
ment the third edition of the Oman 
Science Festival, which will be 
held in October 2022.”

“It will contribute signifi cantly 
to motivating students in schools, 
colleges, and universities to pay 
more attention to science, innova-
tion, and creativity in general, as 
the festival targets all segments 
of society, especially school and 
university students, with the aim 
of spreading science to everyone. 
Today, science and technology are 

the engine and developer of socie-
ties,” he added.

Dr. Abdullah bin Khamis Am-
bosaidi signed three MoUs. The 
fi rst agreement was signed with 
Oman Telecommunications Com-
pany (OmanTel). The agreement 
was signed by Eng. Alaa Eddin bin 
Abdullah Beit Fadel, Commercial 
Chief Executive Offi  cer of the com-
pany, in the presence of Sheikh Ta-
lal bin Saeed Al Maamari, CEO of 
Oman Telecommunications Com-
pany (Omantel).

The second agreement was 
signed with Petroleum Develop-
ment Oman (PDO). The agree-
ment was signed by Eng. Mo-
hammed bin Ahmed Al-Gharibi, 

Director of External Aff airs and 
Communications at the company, 
in the presence of its representa-
tive, Engineer Abdul Amir bin 
Abdul-Hussein Al-Ajmi, Execu-
tive Director of Foreign Aff airs and 
Added Value. The third agreement 
was signed with Khimji Ramdas 
Corporation (Eshraqa Corpora-
tion). The agreement was signed 
by Mahmoud bin Khalifa Al-Saqri, 
General Manager of the Group’s 
Social Responsibility, in the pres-
ence of the company’s representa-
tive Sheikh Anil Khimji Ramdas, 
member of the Board of Directors 
of Khimji Ramdas.

M E M O R A N D U M  O F  U N D E R S T A N D I N G S

Full story @ timesofoman.com/oman

New 
desalination 
plants 
coming up

With regard to water sector, 
Yaqub bin Saif Al-Kiyumi said 
the company had contracted 
with the private sector to estab-
lish two desalination plants in 
Muscat and Barka, with an in-
vestment of about $350 million.

To enhance effi  ciency and re-
duce operational and adminis-
trative costs of electricity, water 
and sewage companies, Nama 
Group continues to work on 
implementing the royal direc-
tives regarding the integration 
of distribution and supply com-
panies, he said. -ONA

I N  M U S C A T  A N D  B A R K A
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MUSCAT: Low clouds contin-
ue to intensify along the coasts 
of Musandam.  There are clouds 
over parts of Al Hajar Moun-
tains with chances of thunder-
storms, Oman Meteorology an-
nounced in its forecast. 

The Meteorology offi  ce said 
there are chances of scattered 
rain and thunderstorms, ac-
companied by active downward 
winds and hail over parts of Al 
Hajar Mountains, the gover-
norates of North Al Sharqiyah, 
South Al Batinah and Al Dakh-
iliyah. — Times News Service

O M A N  M E T E O R O L O G Y

Parts of Oman 
to get cooler
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US to drop COVID-19 
testing requirement for 
international travellers

WASHINGTON: The United 
States will drop from Sunday a re-
quirement that people arriving in 
the country by air take a COVID-19 
test within a day before boarding 
their fl ights, a senior White House 
offi  cial confi rmed on Friday.

Until now, all passengers had to 
present a negative COVID-19 test, 
which was not older than 24 hours, 
to their airline before departing for 
the US.

The only exception to this was 
for people who had recovered from 
an infection within 90 days before-
hand — and had proof of this.

A formal announcement will be 
made later on Friday, said White 
House assistant press secretary 
Kevin Munoz on Twitter.

The step comes as the busy sum-
mer travel season is kicking off  and 
airlines are already preparing for 
record demand. Airlines have said 

many US travelers are not fl ying 
internationally due to concerns 
they could test positive and be 
stranded abroad.

The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) has deter-
mined that the science and data 
show the pre-departure COVID 
tests are no longer necessary, the 
Associated Press reported, citing a 
Biden administration offi  cial.

According to the offi  cial, the 
agency would reevaluate the need 
for the testing requirement every 

90 days and that it could be rein-
stated if a troubling new variant 
emerges.

Travelling made easier
The United States has required in-
coming international air travelers 
to provide pre-departure negative 
tests since January 2021. The CDC 
has not required testing for land 
border crossings, but still required 
it for international arrivals.

In November, as the highly 
transmissible omicron variant 

swept the world, President Joe 
Biden’s administration toughened 
the requirement and required all 
travelers, regardless of vaccination 
status, to test within a day of travel 
to the US.

The US government has gradu-
ally relaxed COVID restrictions 
in the past few weeks. However, 
the number of new infections has 
recently increased again. Around 
300 people still die every day in the 
US after being infected with the 
coronavirus. DW

Until now, all 

passengers had to 

present a negative 

COVID-19 test, which 

was not older than 

24 hours

North Korea appoints fi rst 
female foreign minister
PYONGYANG: North Korea has 
named a top nuclear negotiator 
Choe Son Hui as its fi rst female 
foreign minister, state media re-
ported on Saturday.

Her appointment comes as 
Pyongyang ramps up its weap-
ons testing program. North Ko-
rea’s state news agency KCNA 
reported her appointment on 
Saturday, shortly after the con-
clusion of a three-day Workers’ 
Party’s Central Committee in 
Pyongyang on Friday. 

Choe played a key role dur-
ing North Korea’s negotiations 
over its nuclear program with 
the United States. The 57-year-
old career diplomat, formerly 
the deputy foreign minister, also 
speaks strong English. 

The talks have stalled, with 
North Korea ignoring repeated 
off ers from the US to return to 
negotiations.

North Korean leader reaf-
fi rms arms buildup
Instead, Kim Jong Un doubled 
down on his arms buildup in the 
face of what he described as an 
aggravating security climate.

“[Kim] said the right to self-
defense is an issue of defending 
sovereignty, clarifying once again 
the party’s invariable fi ghting 
principle of power for power and 

head-on contest,’’ state-run outlet 
KCNA said.

Without giving details, it said 
that Kim said his armed forces 
and military scientists would pur-
sue further “militant tasks.” He 
did not mention nuclear weapons 
or South Korea directly.

On Tuesday, US Special Rep-
resentative for North Korea Sung 
Kim said Washington believed 
North Korea was preparing to-
conduct a seventh nuclear test, its 
fi rst since 2017. 

The International Atomic 
Energy Agency also said North 
Korea was readying a test site, 
“possibly in preparation for a 
nuclear test.”

“The conduct of a nuclear test 
would contravene UN Security 
Council resolutions and would 
be a cause for serious concern,” 

IAEA general director Rafael 
Grossi said.

US and South Korea ready 
‘deterrence’
US Defense Secretary Lloyd Aus-
tin and his South Korean counter-
part, Lee Jong-sup, on Saturday 
condemned the North’s ongoing 
military activities, after an un-
precedented number of ballistic 
missile tests this year.

Meeting on the sidelines of the 
Shangri-La Dialogue security 
summit, Austin and Lee “agreed 
to expand the scope and scale 
of South Korea-US combined 
exercises as agreed at the two 
countries’ summit in order to 
maintain steadfast deterrence 
and constant readiness,” South 
Korea’s Defense Ministry said in 
a statement. DW

I N  A  F I R S T

22 per cent of Sri Lankans 
need food aid: UN offi  cial
COLOMBO: A total of 22 per cent 
of the Sri Lankan population or 4.9 
million people live in need of food 
assistance at the moment, a high-
level UN offi  cial said on Friday.

UN Resident Coordinator Ha-
naa Singer-Hamdy said several 
factors are interacting to put pres-
sure on the current food security 
situation in Sri Lanka. “We have 
also seen that low-income house-
holds are the hardest hit and 
adopting negative coping strate-
gies,” Singer-Hamdy said in an 
interview with Daily Mirror news-
paper. As many as 40 to 50 per cent 
reduction in paddy crop harvest 
from the 2021/2022 Maha season 
due to a lack of chemical fertiliser, 
she said.

“Since the initial decision to ban 
the importation of chemical fer-
tiliser in April 2021, expenditure 
on fertiliser imports has fallen by 
nearly 60 per cent compared to 
the period before the ban,” the UN 
Resident Coordinator added.

Sri Lanka, formerly an upper-
middle income country, is facing 
its worst economic crisis since 
independence. In May, food infl a-
tion stood at 57.4 per cent, while 
shortages of key food items, as well 
as fuel for cooking, transport, and 
industry, remain widespread, with 
ongoing daily power outages.

The economy is bracing for a 

sharp contraction due to the una-
vailability of basic inputs to pro-
duction, an 80 per cent deprecia-
tion of the currency (since March 
2022), coupled with a lack of for-
eign reserves and the country’s 
failure to meet its international 
debt obligations.

The economic crisis has par-
ticularly impacted food security, 
agriculture, livelihoods, and ac-
cess to health services. Food pro-
duction in the last harvest season 
was 40 - 50 per cent lower than last 
year, and the current agricultural 
season is at risk, with seeds, ferti-
lizers, fuel and credit shortages.

Nearly 5 million people (22 per 
cent of the population) are cur-

rently in need of food assistance. 
Latest surveys reveal that 86 per 
cent of households are using at 
least one coping mechanism such 
as reducing food intake, including 
skipping meals.

Currently close to 200 essential 
medicines are now out of stock, 
with a predicted shortage of an-
other 163 critical over the next two 
to three months. Additionally, over 
2,700 essential surgical and more 
than 250 regular laboratory items 
are also out of stock.

Due to power cuts and the lack 
of fuel to operate generators, many 
hospitals have had no choice but to 
postpone routine and non-urgent 
surgeries and procedures. ANI

F O O D  A S S I S T A N C E

Monkeypox cases 

rise to 31 in Nigeria
LAGOS: Confi rmed cases of 
monkeypox in Nigeria have risen 
to 31 as more cases were report-
ed across the most populous Af-
rican country, a report by health 
authorities said.

In its latest monkeypox situ-
ation report, the Nigeria Center 
for Disease Control (NCDC) said 
the country has recorded since 
January 110 suspected cases in 
total and 31 confi rmed cases from 
12 states. 

A monkeypox national emer-
gency operations center was 
activated in May in response to 
the risk assessment conducted, 
which put Nigeria at high risk 
for a monkeypox outbreak, said 

the report.
Symptoms of monkeypox in-

clude sudden fever, headache, 
body pain, weakness, sore throat, 
enlargement of glands in the neck 
and under the jaw, followed by 
the appearance of a rash (often 
solid or fl uid-fi lled at the onset) 
on the face, palms, soles of the 
feet, genitals, and other parts of 
the body. 

The World Health Organiza-
tion said that the sudden ap-
pearance of monkeypox in sev-
eral countries around the world 
shows that the virus has been 
spreading for a while outside of 
West and Central African coun-
tries, where it is usually found. ANI
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Australia to compensate French shipbuilder for scrapped  contract
CANBERRA: The Australian gov-
ernment on Saturday agreed to pay 
a French shipbuilder 830 million 
Australian dollars after tearing up 
a submarine contract.

Prime Minister Anthony Al-
banese said the government will 
pay Naval Group 830 million 
Australian dollars (585.3 million 
U.S. dollars) in compensation for 
the canceled contract, saying the 

“fair and equitable” settlement 
would improve relations between 
the nations. 

French President Emmanuel 
Macron previously accused for-
mer Prime Minister Scott Morri-
son of lying about the future of the 
submarine deal.

“I intend to have an honest re-
lationship with France and one 
that is based upon integrity and 

mutual respect,” Albanese, whose 
Labor Party defeated Morrison’s 
Coalition in May’s general elec-
tion, told reporters.

“I’m looking forward to taking 
up President Macron’s invitation 
to me to visit Paris at the earliest 
opportunity, and we will make 
further announcements forth-
coming about the dates in which 
that will occur.”

The Coalition government 
in 2016 awarded Naval Group, 
then DCNS, a contract to build a 
fl eet of 12 new attack class sub-
marines at a cost of 50 billion 
Australian dollars (35.2 billion 
U.S. dollars), making it one of the 
biggest defense contracts in the 
Australian history.

Amid disputes over where the 
submarines would be built and 

delays the projected construc-
tion cost blew out to 89 billion 
Australian dollars (62.7 billion 
U.S. dollars), with maintenance 
expected to cost a further 145 bil-
lion Australian dollars (102.2 bil-
lion U.S. dollars) through to 2080, 
the Coalition tore up the contract 
in 2021.

Albanese said the settlement 
took Australia’s total spend 

on the project to 3.4 billion 
Australian dollars (2.3 billion 
U.S. dollars).

“It represents an extraordinary 
waste from a government that was 
always big on announcements but 
not good on delivering, and from 
a government that will be remem-
bered as the most wasteful govern-
ment in Australia’s history since 
federation,” he said. ANI

S U B M A R I N E  C O N T R A C T

Former Bolivian President 

Jeanine Anez handed 

ten-year prison term

SUCRE: A Bolivian court on Fri-
day found former President Jea-
nine Anez guilty of mounting a 
coup in 2019.

Anez was sentenced to 10 years 
in prison.

The 54-year-old has been con-
victed of making “decisions con-
trary to the constitution” and “of 
dereliction of duty.”

Prosecutors said Anez violated 
norms that guaranteed the con-
stitutional and democratic order 
after Bolivia’s 2019 presidential 
elections.

Anez, then the most senior 
member of the country’s parlia-
ment, ascended to the presidency 
after President Evo Morales re-
signed in 2019. 

Morales, who ruled Bolivia for 
nearly 14 years by then, resigned 
after the military called on him to 
go following a disputed election 
result in October 2019.

Anez detained since 
March 2021
Anez, who has been detained 
since March 2021 on initial 
charges of terrorism, sedition and 
conspiracy, was not allowed to at-
tend the trial in person.

She followed the hearing from 
prison.

“I didn’t lift a fi nger to become 
president, but I did what I had to 
do,” Anez said in her fi nal state-
ment to the judge. 

“I assumed the presidency out 
of obligation, according to what is 
established in the constitution,” 
Anez added.

Experts have raised concerns 
about the trial turning into a 
game of political score-settling 
between rival parties, with Cesar 
Munoz, a senior researcher at the 
Human Rights Watch saying they 
“were concerned about how this 
case has been pursued.” 

Munoz added that they “call 
on superior courts to examine 
how the processings were 
conducted.”

Bolivia’s political 
crisis of 2019
Large demonstrations rocked 
Bolivia in 2019 after protest-
ers accused socialist leader Evo 
Morales of rigging elections to 
secure a fourth term, in defi ance 
of term limits.

Morales, on the other hand, 
leveled criticism against a “civic 
coup” that led to his resignation 
in November 2019, just after the 

presidential election of October 
2019. Anez, a conservative and 
then vice president of the Senate, 
took power two days after Mo-
rales resigned, based on the con-
stitutional line of succession.

Morales’s leftist party, Move-
ment for Socialism (MAS), boy-
cotted the naming of Anez, with 
Morales fl eeing to Mexico for 
safety.

Anez said her goal was to help 
the country hold new and trans-
parent elections and that she 
would not run for president, 
angering people when she an-
nounced her bid in January 2020.

Anez also drew widespread 
criticism for protests that fol-
lowed immediately after she took 
power, where 20 supporters of 
Morales were killed. The OAS ac-
cused Bolivian security forces of 
carrying out a massacre during 
the social unrest. 

Morales’ MAS party, which 
returned to power in 2020, then 
accused Anez of playing a key 
role in what it claimed was a coup 
against Morales. DW

C O U P  C H A R G E S
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of the country’s 
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President Evo Morales 

resigned in 2019

UN experts alarmed 

over Myanmar junta’s 

decision to enforce 

death sentences

GENEVA: The Myanmar junta’s 
announced decision to enforce 
death sentences against four in-
dividuals, including two promi-
nent activists, marks the start 
of what could be a spate of death 
pronouncements, two UN ex-
perts have warned.

“The illegitimate military junta 
is providing the international 
community with further evidence 
of its disregard for human rights as 
it prepares to hang pro-democracy 
activists. These death sentences, 
handed down by an illegitimate 
court of an illegitimate junta, are 
a vile attempt at instilling fear 
amongst the people of Myanmar,” 
the experts said. In the face of in-
creasing human rights violations, 
the experts urged the interna-
tional community to exert greater 
pressure on Myanmar’s military.

“Without imposing serious 
costs on the military for its attacks 
on fundamental rights, we should 
expect increasing numbers of 
these death penalty pronounce-
ments from the junta,” they said. 
“The international community 
- chiefl y Member States and the 
Security Council - must demon-
strate that these actions will not 
go unpunished and do more to tar-
get the military’s needs for money, 

weapons and legitimacy.”
The experts stressed that one 

of the condemned individuals is 
a former member of parliament 
from the National League for 
Democracy, while another is a 
leader of the 88 Generation activ-
ist group that stood up to former 
dictator Ne Win’s regime.

They were sentenced to death 
by a military tribunal in Janu-
ary 2022, on charges of treason 
and terrorism. If the executions 
proceed, they will be the fi rst 
judicial executions in Myanmar 
since 1988.

“The junta’s announced deci-
sion to execute the activists il-
lustrates how the military seeks 
to use all apparatuses of the state 
to persecute those that oppose 
its attempt to return Myanmar 
to military authoritarian rule,” 
they said. ANI

D E A T H  S E N T E N C E S
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Barca, Real Madrid to 
square off in Las Vegas

BARCELONA: Real Madrid and 
FC Barcelona are to meet again 
this summer for a game in Las 
Vegas on July 23, one of the four 
that the Catalans will play on 
their US tour.

In addition to friendlies already 
announced against Inter Miami FC 
on July 19 and the New York Red 
Bulls on July 30, Xavi Hernandez 
will also be preparing for the forth-
coming season with games against 
Real Madrid on July 23 in Las 
Vegas and Juventus on July 26 in 
Dallas. Football fans in the US are 
going to be treated to another Cla-
sico on July 23 at Allegiant Stadi-
um, Las Vegas, which holds 65,000 

spectators and is the home of the 
Las Vegas Raiders in the NFL.

Barca and Real Madrid are 
meeting on US soil for the second 
time, having previously met on 30 
July 2017 at the Hard Rock Stadi-
um, Miami before a sold out crowd 
of 64,000 in a game ultimately won 
by the Catalans, 3-2 with goals 
from Leo Messi, Ivan Rakitic and 
Gerard Pique.

There have been two other occa-
sions when the sides met outside 
of Spain. 

The most recent was the semi-
fi nal of the Spanish Super Cup 
earlier this very year in Riyadh, 
which also ended 3-2 but this time 
to Real, while the earliest of all was 
In Barquisimeto, Venezuela on 30 
May 1982, also ending in a Madrid 
victory, that time 1-0.

FC Barcelona have been to the 
USA no fewer than 12 times in the 
past, but this will their fi rst ever 
trip to Vegas.

Three days later, on July 26, the 
Blaugrana will be taking on Mas-

similiano Allegri’s Juventus at the 
Cotton Bowl Stadium, Dallas.

It will be the fi fth time that Barca 
have met the Serie A side in the US. 

The fi rst two were both in 1969, 
one on May 30 at the Yankee Sta-
dium, New York, a 3-2 win for the 
Catalans, and another fi ve days 
later in Chicago, which also ended 
in Barca victory, 1-0. The teams 
drew 2-2 in 2003 in Boston, and 
Barca were again victorious in 
2017, this time 2-1 at the MetLife, 
New Jersey. ANI

Football fans in the 

US are going to be 

treated to another 

Clasico on July 23 at 

Allegiant Stadium, 

Las Vegas

Anis Sajan, Vice Chairman, 
Danube Group 

Team India management 
missed a golden opportunity 
to name Hardik Pandya as 
the Captain of the T20 series 
against South Africa after 
KL Rahul picked up a groin 
injury and instead named 
Rishab Pant has been named 
as the captain.

Hardik Pandya was instru-
mental with both bat and 
ball, leading from the front 
to fashion them into a win-
ning outfi t in their very fi rst 
season in the world’s Premier 
franchise cricket ten days ago 
at the Iconic Narendra Modi 
Stadium. Not many had given 
Gujarat Titans any chance 
when the season began as 
barring Rashid Khan, the 
franchise did not have any big 
names but Hardik Pandya 
got the best from all his play-
ers like Wriddiman Saha, 
Shubman Gill, David Miller, 
Rahul Tewatia, Mohammed 
Shami, Lockie Ferguson and 
Yash Dayal and every player 
joined hands and gave their 
best and won them a game 
or two and in the end Gujarat 
Titans were clinical in win-
ning the fi nals against Rajas-
than Royals.

And who lead them from 
the front, it was their captain 
who fi rst picked up three cru-
cial wickets and also chipped 
in useful 34 runs and ensured 
there were not hiccups and 
lifted the coveted trophy. 

He lead from the front 
scoring 497 runs, the high-
est runs for his franchise 
and also picked up eight 
wickets at an economy of 
just 7.25 per over. 

He was street smart in get-
ting the right bowlers at the 
right time and his match ups 
were spot on in almost every 
game where Gujarat Titans 
just lost four leagues games 
out of the 14 and won the 
qualifi er and fi nals easily.

India’s World Cup win-
ning coach who was a part of 
the Gujarat Titans coaching 
team said that Hardik Pan-

dya had natural leadership 
quality and he plays the game 
instinctively. He added that 
Hardik Pandya engages in a 
lot of cricket conversations 
and wants to learn, get better 
and improve and understand 
his players.

India had announced KL 
Rahul as the captain before 
the IPl got over and this was 
the best chance for team In-
dia to test his captaincy in 
an international format with 
the T20 World Cup just four 
months away. 

There were already talks 
about him being the future 
captain after he lead his side 
to the IPl title and one won-
ders why the thinktank of 
India let waste this opportu-
nity when Rahul got injured. 
Rishab Pant had struggled 
as Captain and as a batsman 
for Delhi Capitals.  This was 
the right time to test Hardik 
Pandya.

Sunil Gavaskar summed 
very well that when you 
have leadership qualities, 
it automatically opens the 
door for honours at the na-
tional level to be able to cap-
tain the Indian team. 

The way Hardik Pandya led 
from the front and the way 
he got his franchise players 
to gel as a team means he has 
leadership qualities.

India has appointed Rohit 
Sharma as the captain after 
Virat Kohli had stepped down 
but with Rohit being in the 
twilight of his career at 35 
years, India could not have 
asked for a better replace-
ment than Hardik Pandya.

Hardik Pandya could 
have been named captain

C O M M E N T A R Y

Babar Azam creates record despite missing ton against West Indies
MULTAN: Babar Azam reached 
another massive feat in men’s in-
ternational cricket history as he 
became the fi rst batter to score 
nine consecutive half-centuries in 
all three formats of cricket.

Pakistan skipper scored 77 off  
93 balls in the second ODI match 
against West Indies and added 
yet another fi fty-plus score to his 
name to enter the record books for 
a massive batting record. This was 

Babar’s ninth-consecutive fi fty-
plus score in men’s international 
cricket, which is now the longest 
streak for any batter.

His half-century streak started 
with a 196 during the second Test 
against Australia, following it up 
with a 66 and 55 in the third and 
the fi nal Test.

The three-match ODI series 
against Australia saw Babar smash 
two centuries, registering 57, 114, 

and 105* in the three games. In the 
only T20I against Men in Yellow, 
Babar scored 66.

Earlier, the Pakistan skipper 
on Wednesday scripted a brilliant 
record with his century against 
West Indies in the fi rst ODI in 
Multan, becoming the fi rst batter 
to score three consecutive hun-
dreds on two separate occasions 
in ODIs.

Babar smashed 103 off  107 balls 

and led Pakistan to victory by fi ve 
wickets. 

With this outstanding accom-
plishment, Babar also surpassed 
the long-standing record of Vi-
rat Kohli, becoming the fastest 
to score 1,000 runs as captain in 
the format. 

He attained the milestone in his 
13th innings as Pakistan captain 
while it took 17 innings for Kohli 
to get there.

Talking about the match, Paki-
stan put a total of 275/8 all thanks 
to Babar (77) and Imam-ul-Haq 
(72), as well as the lower-middle 
order who hammered the visitors 
all around the ground.

Pakistan’s bowling attack led by 
Mohammad Nawaz’s four-wicket 
haul restricted West Indies to 
merely 155 runs in the run-chase, 
as Pakistan clinch a secure 2-0 
lead in the three-match series. ANI

C R I C K E T

Cancelo, Guedes guide Portugal to 2-0 win 

over Czech Republic in UEFA Nations League
LISBON: Joao Cancelo and Gon-
calo Guedes scored a goal each to 
help Portugal to a 2-0 win over 
the Czech Republic in their UEFA 
Nations League League A Group 2 
tie at Jose Alvalade Stadium, Lis-
bon on Thursday.

Joao Cancelo scored for his side 
in the 33rd minute. Guedes fol-
lowed soon with another goal in 
the 38th minute to give Portu-
gal a 2-0 lead heading into the 
half-time, which the side was 
able to maintain till the end of 
the match.

With this win, Portugal is at the 
top of their group’s table in League 
A with seven points. Spain is just 
two points behind the current 
toppers with fi ve points, mov-
ing to the second spot after a 1-0 
win over Switzerland after Pablo 
Sarabia struck in the 13th minute 
of the game.

Earlier on Wednesday, Belgium 
responded to their opening UEFA 
Nations League defeat against the 
Netherlands with fi ve second-half 
goals as they came back to beat 

Poland 6-1 on Wednesday.
Belgium began brightly, Michy 

Batshuayi hitting the post then 
having a goal disallowed in the 
fi rst fi ve minutes.

Poland’s response was a pa-
tient one, their strikers going 
closer and closer until Robert 
Lewandowski took one touch 

to control then got their opener 
with a half-volley after 28 min-
utes. The home team were level 
shortly before half-time as Tim-
othy Castagne’s smart stabbed 
pass was steered in by Axel Wit-
sel to make it 1-1 at the break.

From there, Belgium went on to 
dominate and took a merited lead 

when Eden Hazard broke to set up 
Kevin De Bruyne as he curled in 
from just inside the box.

Substitute Leandro Trossard 
then scored twice - his second a 
deep curling eff ort - before a long-
range drive from Leander Den-
doncker and Lois Openda’s fi rst 
goal for his country rounded off  an 
ultimately emphatic win.

Also, The Netherlands made it 
two wins from two in UEFA Na-
tions League Group A4 in dramat-
ic fashion, Wout Weghorst head-
ing the winning goal four minutes 
into added time, moments after 
Rhys Norrington-Davies had 
seemingly salvaged a point for 
Wales on Wednesday.

The fi rst half proved an even 
contest, Norrington-Davies head-
ing narrowly over for the home 
side and Harry Wilson drawing a 
diving stop from Mark Flekken.

At the other end, Teun Koo-
pmeiners had an early eff ort 
blocked while Cody Gakpo’s shot 
defl ected just wide shortly before 
half-time. ANI

U E F A  N A T I O N S  L E A G U E

Oman beat Nepal , lose to USA in CWC League 2
Times News Service 

MUSCAT: Oman thumped Nepal 
by 13 runs in the second game of 
the ICC CWC League 2 Tri Series 
(USA-Nepal-Oman) at the Moo-
sa Stadium, Pearland , USA on 
Thursday , June 9 , 2022. Oman’s 
fi rst game against USA saw the 
hosts dominate in all verticals 
of the game handing Oman a 114 
run defeat on Wednesday, June 8 
, 2022. Oman won the toss and de-
ciding to bowl fi rst but did not fare 
well as the hosts managed to dom-
inate the Omani bowlers through 
the fi rst half of the fi rst innings. 

USA lost its fi rst wicket of Ste-
ven Taylor courtesy Bilal Khan 
but later the duo of Sushant 
Modani and Monank Patel scored 
centuries at almost run-a-ball 
putting Oman on the backfoot. 

The 209-run partnership was 
broken in the 36th over by Khawar 
Ali dismissing the USA Skipper, Mo-
nank Patel. Oman held onto the op-

portunity created, bagging 4 wick-
ets conceding only 28 runs in the 
following 7 overs with Khawar Ali 
bagging 3 wickets to sum things up. 

USA ended on 323 for 8 in their 
50 overs with Bilal Khan fi nish-
ing with 2 scalps. In return, Oman 
could only score 209 with a swift 
but short start from its openers 
- both falling in successive balls 
followed by a steady partnership 

between Ayaan Khan and Shoaib 
Khan for a 117 run stand. 

Oman was all out in the 43rd 
over with 5 batsmen with single 
digit scores at the end of the match. 

On Thursday, Oman returned 
with positive intent electing to bat 
fi rst this time around. Oman lost 
both its openers in quick succes-
sion courtesy Nepal’s fast bowl-
ing spearhead Karan KC. Shoaib 

Khan held the helm with Skipper 
Zeeshan Maqsood for a few overs 
the latter then falling to Sandeep 
Lamichanne’s leg spinner for 27. 

Oman lost Mohd Nadeem and 
Ayaan Khan for single digit scores 
with Zeeshan Maqsood standing 
at one end playing seamlessly. 

Khawar Ali joined Zeeshan 
to take the Oman innings to the 
shore with his patient 30. 

Zeeshan Maqsood ended the 
Oman innings on a high note and 
also achieving his century with 12 
fours to his account. 

Oman ended on 211 for 8 wick-
ets in its 50 overs. 

Coming onto chase 212 , Nepal 
lost its debutant wicketkeeper 
Subhash Khakurel to an inswing-
ing delivery hitting top of off  
stump by Bilal Khan. 

Wickets kept tumbling caus-
ing disruptions in the chase 
with the spin duo of Khawar Ali 
and Zeeshan Maqsood bagging 3 
wickets each.  

C R I C K E T

Sergi Roberto 
extends contract 
with FC Barcelona
BARCELONA: FC Barcelona 
and the player Sergi Roberto have 
reached an agreement to extend 
his contract until June 2023. The 
player’s buy out clause will be set 
at 400 million euros.

Sergi Roberto, as the other fi rst 
team captains, came through the 
youth teams at La Masia before 
reaching the Barca fi rst team. At 
the age of just 19, Sergi Roberto 
made his fi rst team debut at the 
Santiago Bernabeu in the fi rst leg 
of the Champions League semi-
fi nal in 2011. Since then he has 
become a vital part of the squad 
as a member of the fi rst team for 
the last nine seasons.

The player from Reus in the 
south of Catalonia was at the 
centre of one of the most memo-
rable moments in recent Barca 
history, scoring the all important 
fi nal goal in the 6-1 comeback 
win against PSG in the Champi-
ons League.

“I’m very happy to continue 
one more year here at the club of 
my life. I’ve been here since I was 
14 years old. So, having this extra 
year is very important for more 
especially after the last two years 
when I’ve had quite a lot of physi-
cal problems,” Sergio told Barca 
TV after extending the contract.

“I’ve not been 100% and I’ve 
not been able to play how I know 
and how I enjoy playing. This 
year is an extra opportunity for 
me to get back to enjoy playing, 
with the new coach and I’m sure 
it will work out really well.”

“I came here when i was 14, I 
turned 30 last year, so I’ve been 
here for 16 years. It’s been a 
dream since I was a child to be at 
this club. Like I said I hope I can 
start enjoying it again this season 
more than the last few. So, bring 
back a bit of joy, especially to the 
fans who have always been by our 
side in the most complicated mo-
ments,” he added.

With the fi rst team, Sergi Rob-
erto has won 23 trophies: two 
Champions League titles, six 
league championships, fi ve Span-
ish Super Cups, two European 
Super Cups and two World Club 
Cups. In 316 offi  cial appearances, 
he has scored 12 goals and pro-
vided 37 assists. ANI

C O N T R A C T  E X T E N D E D
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POWER TALKS OMAN
With the support of Nama Group as 
a strategic partner, The IEEE Power 
Talks Oman Conference concluded on 
June 8. The IEEE Conference, which 
was under the auspices of the Ministry 
of Energy and Minerals,  dealt with 
many important topics.

NEW AGE BANKING SUMMIT
The seventh edition of New Age Banking 
Summit Oman, supported by the Oman 
Banks Association, was organised by UMS 
Events on May 31 at Al Bustan Palace - A 
Ritz Carlton Hotel. The summit hosted 
a panel discussion titled ‘The Future of 
Banking and Financial Services’.

Credit extended by banks in Oman tops OMR23 billion
MUSCAT: The total bank credit 
extended by commercial banks in 
Oman during the fi rst quarter of 
this year amounted to OMR23.10 
billion, compared to OMR22.68 
billion during the same period in 
2021, an increase of 1.4 per cent.

The quarterly statistical bulletin 
issued by the Research and Sta-
tistics Department of the Central 
Bank of Oman (CBO) indicated that 
the personal loans sector had ob-
tained OMR8.05 billion, or 37.8 per 
cent of the total bank credit to com-
mercial banks at the end of March.

The industry sector received 
OMR2.56 billion, at 8.9 per cent, 

the construction sector OMR2.44 
billion, or 8.9 per cent, followed 
by the services sector OMR1.97 
billion, or 8.6 per cent of the total 
bank credit.

The bulletin indicated that the 
transportation and communica-
tion sector received OMR426.3 
million, or 6.2 per cent of credit 
granted to commercial banks dur-
ing the fi rst three months of 2021, 
and the electricity, gas and water 
sectors received OMR413.5 mil-
lion, or 6.1 per cent of the total 
credit volume.

The fi nancial institutions’ sec-
tor received 267.9 million, at 5.5 

per cent, followed by wholesale 
and retail trade at OMR112.4.4, or 
4.8 per cent.

The quarterly bulletin of the 
CBO indicated that the volume of 
bank credit granted to the mining 
sector (mines and quarries) dur-
ing the fi rst quarter of this year 
amounted to OMR785.9 million, 
or 3.4 per cent, followed by the 
import trade sector by OMR776.5 
million, or 3.4 per cent of the total 
bank credit.

At the end of March, the govern-
ment sector received OMR528.2 
million, or 2.3 per cent of the total 
credit, and the agriculture sec-

tor and related activities received 
OMR43.5 million, or 0.2 per cent 
of the volume of bank credit to 
commercial banks, followed by the 
export sector at OMR35.5 million, 
or 0.2 per cent of the total.

The bulletin also indicated that 
the volume of bank credit to com-
mercial banks in the Sultanate 
of Oman for other economic ac-
tivities during the fi rst quarter of 
this year amounted to OMR680.2 
million, or 3 per cent, while the 
volume of bank credit to non-
residents amounted to OMR162.9 
million, or 0.7 per cent of the total 
volume of bank credit. - ONA

S T A T I S T I C A L  B U L L E T I N

Middle East airlines witness 265% 
demand rise in April: IATA report

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Middle Eastern air-
lines witnessed a 265 per cent 
demand rise in April compared 
to April 2021, bettering the 252.7 
per cent increase in March 2022, 
against the same month in 2021, 
according to a new report.

The April capacity rose 101.0 
per cent against the year-ago pe-
riod, and the load factor climbed 
32.2 percentage points to 71.7 per 
cent, the International Air Trans-
port Association (IATA) said in 
its latest report.

“IATA announced that air trav-
el resumed its strong recovery 
trend in April, despite the war in 
Ukraine and travel restrictions in 
China. This was driven primarily 
by international demand,”.

Total demand for air travel in 
April 2022 (measured in revenue 
passenger kilometres or RPKs) was 
up 78.7 per cent compared to April 
2021 and slightly ahead of March 
2022’s 76.0 per cent year-over-year 
increase, the IATA report said.

April domestic air travel was 

down 1.0 per cent compared to the 
year-ago period, a reversal from 
the 10.6 per cent demand rise in 
March. This was driven entirely 
by continuing strict travel restric-
tions in China, where domestic 
traffi  c was down 80.8 per cent 
year-to-year. Overall, April domes-
tic traffi  c was down 25.8 per cent 
versus April 2019.

International RPKs rose 331.9 
per cent versus April 2021, an ac-
celeration over the 289.9 per cent 
rise in March 2022 compared to 

a year ago. Several route areas are 
actually above pre-pandemic lev-
els, including Europe – Central 
America, Middle East – North 
America and North America – 
Central America. April 2022 inter-
national RPKs were down 43.4 per 
cent compared to the same month 
in 2019.

“With the lifting of many bor-
der restrictions, we are seeing the 
long-expected surge in bookings 
as people seek to make up for two 
years of lost travel opportunities. 

April data is cause for optimism in 
almost all markets, except China, 
which continues to severely re-
strict travel,” said Willie Walsh, 
IATA’s Director General, Interna-
tional Passenger Markets.

“The experience of the rest of 
the world is demonstrating that 
increased travel is manageable 
with high levels of population im-
munity and the normal systems 
for disease surveillance. We hope 
that China can recognise this suc-
cess soon and take its steps to-

wards normality,” he added.

International passenger 
markets
European carriers’ April interna-
tional traffi  c rose 480.0 per cent 
versus April 2021, substantially 
up over the 434.3 per cent in-
crease in March 2022 versus the 
same month in 2021. Capacity 
rose 233.5 per cent and load factor 
climbed 33.7 percentage points to 
79.4 per cent.

Asia-Pacifi c airlines saw their 
April international traffi  c climb 
290.8 per cent compared to April 
2021, signifi cantly improved on 
the 197.2 per cent gain registered 
in March 2022 versus March 2021. 
Capacity rose 88.6 per cent and the 
load factor was up 34.6 percent-
age points to 66.8 per cent, still the 
lowest among regions.

North American carriers’ April 
traffi  c rose 230.2 per cent versus 
the 2021 period, slightly above the 
227.9 per cent rise in March 2022 
compared to March 2021. Capac-
ity rose 98.5 per cent, and load fac-
tor climbed 31.6 percentage points 
to 79.3 per cent.

Latin American airlines expe-
rienced a 263.2 per cent rise in 
April traffi  c, compared to the same 
month in 2021, exceeding the 
241.2 per cent rise in March 2022 
over March 2021. 

April capacity rose 189.1 per 
cent and the load factor increased 
16.8 percentage points to 82.3 per 
cent, which easily was the highest 
load factor among the regions for 
the 19th consecutive month.

The April capacity 

rose 101.0 per cent 

against the year-ago 

period, and the load 

factor climbed 32.2 

percentage points 

to 71.7 per cent, 

the International 

Air Transport 

Association said in

its latest report

Electronic cadastral drawing service for 

investors launched by Opaz in Duqm

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Public Authority 
for Special Economic Zones and 
Free Zones (Opaz) announced 
the provision of cadastral drawing 
service electronically, so investors 
can obtain their copy of the draw-
ing immediately upon signing 
usufruct contracts. 

This service is currently ap-
plied for some blocks of land in the 
Special Economic Zone at Duqm 
(Sezad) and will cover other blocks 
afterwards. 

Introducing the service of issu-
ing the cadastral drawing, which 

marks an offi  cial document to 
prove the land usufruct right, 
comes within the direct electron-
ic land selection service in the 
Special Economic Zone at Duqm, 
which is provided to investors 
through the Zone’s digital portal. 
This new service assists the au-
tomation process of investment 
procedures in a smart way, which 
signifi cantly serves to accelerate 
the completion of the investors’ 
transactions through the one-
stop shop.

Dr Said bin Khalifa Al Tuwair-
shi from the Public Authority for 
Special Economic Zones and Free 

Zones said: “By increasing the 
number of electronic services, pro-
vided to investors, Opaz is seeking 
to enrich its digital transformation 
plan, which goes in parallel with 
the relevant government plans and 
keeps pace with the government’s 
digital transformation plan. Fur-
ther, Opaz plan aims to expedite 
and facilitate the pace of business, 
organise and simplify it for inves-
tors and other benefi ciaries on an 
ongoing basis and contribute to 
stimulating the business environ-
ment and enhancing investment 
opportunities in the special eco-
nomic zones and free zones.”

N E W  S E R V I C E

Nama working on integrating its 

distribution, supply companies

MUSCAT: In order to enhance 
effi  ciency and reduce operational 
and administrative costs of elec-
tricity, Nama Group is continu-
ing to work on implementing the 
integration of distribution and 
supply companies.

The group is is currently work-
ing on merger of the distribution 
and supply companies of the 
group into two companies — a 
company for supply and another 
for distribution in all the gover-
norates of the Sultanate, except 
Dhofar, according to an offi  cial 
source from the communication 
and sustainability department of 
Nama Group.

The step is aimed at enhancing 
the competence and reduction 
of operating and administration 
costs. The source said that the 
initiative of restructuring the dis-
tribution and supply companies 

came within a package of initia-
tives aimed to review the costs in 
electricity sector. 

The source said that Nama 
Holding is working with a num-
ber of government departments 
represented by the Ministry of 
Energy and Minerals, the Oman 
Investment Authority (OIA) and 
the Authority for Public Ser-
vices Regulation on execution of 
all initiatives including the one 
on merging the distribution and 
supply companies.

The source also pointed out 
that there are currently four com-
panies for distribution and supply 
in Oman (except Dhofar Gover-
norate) and upon restructuring 
there would be one company for 
the supply services (represented 
by billing and collection) and 
another company for distribu-
tion services and for meter and 

low-voltage networks including 
installation of power lines and 
transformers for distribution of 
the service for customers. 

The initiative on restructur-
ing aimed to reduce the costs 
in electricity sector in the mid-
term  and to upgrade the capac-
ity of the group and develop the 
service and customers’ satisfac-
tion with regard to the services 
off ered as well as development 
of the services to keep abreast of 
the technological advancement 
in customers’ services. 

The year 2021 has seen approv-
al of the biggest number of billing 
and payment activities which fa-
cilitated online receipt and pay-
ment of bills, said the source add-
ing that the number of customers 
of e-payment channels increased 
to over 63 per cent of all payments 
collected from customers. — ONA

I N  E L E C T R I C I T Y  S E C T O R
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Banking, fintech leaders decode 
the future of financial services 

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The seventh edition of 
New Age Banking Summit Oman, 
supported by the Oman Banks As-
sociation, was organised by UMS 
Events on May 31 at Al Bustan Pal-
ace - A Ritz Carlton Hotel. Tahir 
Salim Al Amri, Executive Presi-
dent, Central Bank of Oman (CBO) 
was the chief guest. 

The event was attended by lead-
ing names from the banking, fi -
nance, investments, fi ntech and 
insurance industries apart from 
the Central Bank of Oman, Minis-
try of Finance and Oman Invest-
ment Authority.

The event witnessed the signing 
of two Memorandums of Under-
standing (MoUs) to work together 
between Bank Nizwa and Oman 
Data Park for collaboration on AI 
Innovation and Deployment and 
Data Center Partnership. On the 
occasion, Oman Data Park and Al-

liance Network also signed up to 
work together for colocation.

The summit hosted a panel dis-
cussion titled ‘The Future of Bank-
ing and Financial Services’. The 
panel comprising the well-known 
industry leaders from banking, 
fi ntech and technology solution 
providers, deliberated on the new 
trends in digital banking & pay-
ments and the future of the fi nan-
cial services sector with evolving 
customer needs. 

The summit was a unique plat-
form for the banking and fi nance 

professionals to discuss the new 
developments in global banking 
and debate the focus areas for 
Omani banks. 

In his keynote address, Al Amri 
talked about the digital transforma-
tion in the way fi nancial services 
are produced and delivered, the 
evolution of payments and settle-
ment systems, and the challenges 
of growing digitalisation. He stated 
that CBO is committed to support-
ing innovation and modernisation 
while preserving fi nancial stability.

The panellists included Ali Has-

san Moosa, CEO, Oman Banks As-
sociation; Badar Al Shanfari, Chief 
Operating Offi  cer, Ominvest; Ewan 
John MacLeod, Chief Transfor-
mation Offi  cer, Sohar Interna-
tional; Mujahid Al Zadjaly, GM - 
IT & Operations, Bank Nizwa; Eng. 
Maqbool Al Wahaibi, CEO, Oman 
Data Park; Ali Al Lawati, Country 
Leader – Oman & Yemen, Cisco; 
and Hussain Al Maimani, Head - 
Banking & Energy, GBM.

The event hosted a line-up of 
speakers including Hassan Abdul 
Ali, General Manager - Business 
Development, Oman Data Park; 
Manahil Jaff ar, Manager - Cor-
porate Services, Mala’a; Dalel 
Maghrebi, Manager - Digital 
Business Solutions (DBS), GBM 
Oman; and Shadi Al Shami, Sen-
ior Systems Architect, Cisco. The 
event culminated with a workshop 
on ‘ESG Adoption in BFSI Sec-
tor’ conducted by Imad Alfadel, 
Founder & Managing Partner, 
ESG Integrate, UAE.

Oman Banking & Finance 
Awards 2022 were co-located with 
the New Age Banking Summit. 
Bank Muscat won the Best Bank 
award in the large banks’ category. 
Bank Nizwa was presented with 
the Best Bank award in the mid-size 
banks’ category. The Fastest Grow-
ing Bank in the large banks’ catego-
ry went to Sohar International. Na-
tional Finance walked away with 

the best Non Banking Finance & 
Leasing Company award. The win-
ners for these awards were selected 
based on a survey of banks and 
NBFCs done by OER and Ubhar 
Capital; the results were verifi ed by 
Abu Timam Grant Thornton. The 
survey was based on the banks’ and 
NBFCs fi nancial performance on 
various parameters over the last 
four years. 

In addition, various best per-
forming companies and industry 
leaders in banking, leasing, insur-
ance, fi ntech and investments 
were felicitated with the special 
awards. The winners of special 
awards were selected by the edito-
rial board of OER.

The event was supported by 
leading companies – GBM and 
Cisco as the lead partners; Bank 
Nizwa as the strategic partner; 
Sohar International as the digital 
transformation partner; ahlibank 
and Ahli Islamic as the associate 
partners; Taageer Finance as the 
fi nance partner; Oman Data Park as 
the cloud services partner; Global 
iTS as the technology partner; Na-
tional Life & General Insurance as 
the composite insurance partner; 
United Securities and United GCC 
Fund as the support partners; Ub-
har Capital as the knowledge part-
ner; ESG Integrate as the ESG part-
ner and UMS Digital as the digital 
support partner.

New Age Banking 

Summit Oman was 

a unique platform 

for the banking and 

fi nance professionals 

to discuss the new 

developments in 

global banking and 

debate the focus 

areas for Omani 

banks 

Worldwide IaaS market grew 41.4% in 2021

DUBAI: The worldwide infra-
structure as a service (IaaS) mar-
ket grew 41.4 per cent in 2021, to 
total $90.9 billion, up from $64.3 
billion in 2020, according to 
Gartner, Inc. Amazon retained the 
No. 1 position in the IaaS market in 
2021, followed by Microsoft, Ali-
baba, Google and Huawei.

“The IaaS market continues to 
grow unabated as cloud-native 
becomes the primary architecture 
for modern workloads,” said Sid 
Nag, VP Analyst at Gartner. “Cloud 
supports the scalability and com-
posability that advanced tech-
nologies and applications require, 
while also enabling enterprises to 
address emerging needs such as 
sovereignty, data integration and 
enhanced customer experience.”

In 2021, the top fi ve IaaS pro-
viders accounted for over 80 per 
cent of the market. Amazon con-
tinued to lead the worldwide IaaS 
market with revenue of $35.4 bil-
lion in 2021 and a 38.9 per cent 
market share. 

Microsoft followed in the No. 2 
position with 21.1 per cent share 

and above-market growth, reach-
ing over $19 billion in IaaS revenue 
in 2021. With many organizations 
already relying on Microsoft’s en-
terprise software and services, Az-
ure has been positioned to capture 
opportunities across nearly every 
vertical market.

Alibaba was again the No. 3 IaaS 
public cloud provider worldwide 
with a 9.5 per cent market share 
and revenue of $8.7 billion for 
2021. While Alibaba continues to 
lead the Chinese cloud market, it 
is also poised to be the leading re-
gional provider in Indonesia, Ma-
laysia, and other emerging cloud 
markets, given its local market un-
derstanding and ability to serve as 
a bridge to digital commerce.

“Regional cloud ecosystems are 
becoming increasingly important 
amidst growing geopolitical frag-
mentation and emerging regulato-
ry and compliance requirements, 
presenting an opportunity for pro-
viders with a strong regional pres-
ence,” said Nag.

Google Cloud saw the highest 
growth rate of the top fi ve IaaS 
vendors, growing 63.7 per cent in 
2021 to reach $6.4 billion in rev-
enue. This growth was driven by 
steadily increased adoption for 
traditional enterprise workloads 
as well as Google’s innovation in 
more cutting-edge capabilities 
such as artifi cial intelligence and 

Kubernetes container technolo-
gies, supported by an expansion of 
their partner ecosystem to reach a 
wider customer base.

While Huawei’s growth tem-
pered in 2021 after two straight 
years of over 200 per cent growth, 
it still maintained the No. 5 market 
share position with $4.2 billion in 
revenue. Huawei has made signifi -
cant investments in its IaaS eco-
system in the past two years, and 
through an enhanced strategy of 
open hardware, open-source soft-
ware and partner enablement it 
has been able to provide expanded 
off erings for universities, develop-
ers and startups.

“The next phase of IaaS growth 
will be driven by customer ex-
perience, digital outcomes and 
the virtual-fi rst world,” said Nag. 
“Emerging technologies that can 
help businesses bring experi-
ences closer to their customers, 
such as the metaverse, chatbots 
and digital twins, will require hy-
per-scale infrastructure to meet 
growing demands for computing 
and storage power.”

G A R T N E R  R E P O R T

Nama Group concludes its participation in 

Oman Electricity and Energy Conference

Times News Service

MUSCAT: With the support of 
Nama Group as a strategic part-
ner, The IEEE Power Talks Oman 
Conference concluded on June 8. 
The IEEE Conference, which was 
under the auspices of the Minis-
try of Energy and Minerals, had 
been organised by the Institute of 
Electrical and Electronics Engi-
neers (IEEE) in cooperation with 
Raya Services Company and Al 
Nimr Expo Company. 

The conference dealt with many 
important topics. On its fi rst day, 
the conference discussed the fu-
ture of the energy sector in the 
sultanate, renewable energy tech-
nologies and storage solutions, in 
addition to the future of the elec-
tricity transmission network con-
sidering the current changes.

On the second day, the confer-
ence discussed asset manage-
ment and its performance im-
provement, in addition to energy 
management solutions. 

The third day included three 
workshops, the fi rst presented by 
SEL, which dealt with the mecha-
nism of linking renewable energy 
projects with the transport net-
work, while the second workshop 
was presented by Siemens and 
dealt with energy effi  ciency tech-
nologies, and the third workshop 
was presented by Wood, which 
dealt with the economics of hy-
drogen projects.

More than 50 speakers from 

electricity and energy experts 
from around the world participat-
ed in the conference and present-
ed many distinguished papers. 
The conference also witnessed 
major interest from local develop-
ment institutions.

Energy experts
A number of prominent energy 
experts in Oman participated in 
the conference including Eng. 
Abdulaziz Al Shedhani, Director 
General of Renewable Energy and 
Hydrogen at the Ministry of En-
ergy and Minerals, Eng. Yaqoub al 
Kiyumi, CEO of the Oman Energy 
and Water Procurement Company, 
Eng. Ibrahim al Harthi, Director 
General of Technical Regulation 
at the Public Services Regula-

tory Authority, and Eng. Faiza Al 
Harthiya, Director of Energy Sec-
tor, Oman 2040 Vision Implemen-
tation and Follow-up Unit, Eng. 
Yahya Al Rawahi, CEO of Shams 
al Dhahirah Electricity Generating 
Company, Dr Salem Al Hudhaili, 
CEO of Solar Wadi and Dr Adel Al 
Busaidi, Head of Energy Systems 
at Daleel Petroleum.

The conference was attended 
by more than 350 participants 
from various stakeholders in the 
Sultanate, including representa-
tives from various Nama Group 
companies, in addition to special-
ists from Petroleum Development 
Oman and OQ, as well as electrical 
engineers from the Royal Oman 
Police and several ministries such 
as the Ministry of Information 

and the Ministry of Health, Edu-
cation and many others.

The conference included an ex-
hibition in parallel, in which Nama 
Group and a number of companies 
operating in the sector partici-
pated, to display and share their 
experiences and present the latest 
energy technologies and solutions.

Nama Group extends its thanks 
to all those who participated and 
contributed to the success of this 
conference, including employ-
ees and engineers from the sec-
tor companies and co-organisers. 
Nama Group also empathises with 
the importance of the foundations 
of renewable energy to enable the 
development components of the 
electricity sector, based on the 
group’s commitment to achieving 
the government’s rational aspira-
tions to raise the percentage of 
contribution of various renewable 
energy projects to 30 per cent of 
the total electricity generation in 
the Sultanate by 2030.

Nama Group is moving forward 
according to a specifi c and ap-
proved timetable for the imple-
mentation of renewable energy 
projects to generate electric pow-
er in the various governorates of 
the Sultanate. 

The group seeks to be a tribu-
tary to diversify the economy, pro-
vide job opportunities and attract 
new investments, as well as local-
ise modern technologies and open 
new horizons for knowledge and 
professional development.

S T R A T E G I C  P A R T N E R

Sid Nag, VP Analyst at Gartner

India to look for positive 
outcome on TRIPS waiver, 
fi sheries agreement

NEW DELHI: India is hop-
ing for some positive action on 
the TRIPS waiver during the 
12th World Trade Organisation 
(WTO) ministerial meet that be-
gins on June 12. 

Union Commerce and Indus-
try Minister Piyush Goel will 
take part in the conference.

In October 2020, India and 
South Africa submitted a propos-
al for a waiver from certain pro-
visions of the TRIPS Agreement 
for the prevention, treatment, 
and containment of COVID-19, 
to the WTO TRIPS Council.

The proposal seeks a tempo-
rary waiver from certain provi-
sions of the TRIPS Agreement to 
the extent that they pose a barrier 
to accessing COVID-19 products 
and technologies.

A total of 65 countries have 
joined as co-sponsors. Subse-
quently, the EU submitted a relat-
ed proposal that focuses on com-

pulsory licensing and is limited 
only to patents. These proposals 
are being discussed at the TRIPS 
Council and it has been agreed 
that discussions on this issue will 
continue up to MC12.

The issue was also pursued 
under a DG-led informal process 
with engagement from India, 
South Africa, the EU and the US 
(referred to as the Quad discus-
sions). Multiple rounds of dis-
cussions at the level of ministers 
and senior offi  cers took place 
on this subject, following which 
DG, WTO has circulated a draft 
to the TRIPS Council for discus-
sion and agreement amongst the 
larger membership.

Members are currently en-
gaged in negotiations. India is 
now working with other like-
minded members in the WTO to 
achieve an outcome on this sub-
ject to safeguard its best inter-
ests. -ANI

W T O  M E E T
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EXPERTS PRESENT THEIR ARGUMENT

ARE ULTRA-PROCESSED 
FOODS HARMFUL?

The authors, Carlos A. Monteiro, 
MD, PhD, of the University of 
Sao Paulo in Sao Paulo, Brazil, 

and Arne Astrup, MD, PhD, of Novo 
Nordisk Foundation in Hellerup, Den-
mark, will discuss the issue in a live 
virtual debate June 14 during NUTRI-
TION 2022 LIVE ONLINE.

The debate centres around NOVA, 
a system developed by Monteiro and 
colleagues that classifi es foods by their 
degree of industrial processing, rang-
ing from unprocessed or minimally 
processed to ultra-processed. NOVA 
defi nes ultra-processed foods as those 
made using sequences of processes 
that extract substances from foods and 
alter them with chemicals or additives 
in order to formulate the fi nal product. 

Ultra-processed foods are charac-
teristically designed to be cheap, palat-
able and convenient; examples include 
soft drinks and candy, packaged snacks 
and pastries, ready-to-heat products, 
and reconstituted meat products or 
plant-based alternatives.

Studies have linked consumption 
of ultra-processed foods -- which are 
often high in salt, sugar and fat -- with 
weight gain and an increased risk of 
chronic diseases, even after adjusting 
for the amount of salt, sugar and fat in 
the diet. 

While the mechanisms behind 
these associations are not fully under-
stood, Monteiro argues that the exist-
ing evidence is suffi  cient to justify 
discouraging the consumption of ul-
tra-processed foods in dietary recom-
mendations and government policies.

“The negative dietary eff ects of 
ultra-processed foods have now been 

made clear by many nationally-repre-
sentative studies,” Monteiro wrote in 
his position paper. “Guidelines should 
emphasise the preference for unpro-
cessed or minimally processed foods 
and freshly made meals and make 
explicit the need to avoid ultra-pro-
cessed foods.”

In a counter argument, Astrup ar-
gues that classifying foods according 
to their processing methods does not 
meaningfully improve upon existing 
systems and could lead to unintended 
consequences. 

For example, there are both nu-
tritional and environmental benefi ts 
to increasing the emphasis on plant-
based foods, yet many healthful plant-
based meat and dairy alternatives are 
considered ultra-processed. 

Astrup also contends that un-
healthful foods like fries, burgers and 
pizza would be considered ultra-pro-
cessed if purchased from a fast-food 
restaurant but minimally processed 
if made at home with similar ingredi-
ents.

 “Clearly, many aspects of food pro-
cessing can aff ect health outcomes, 
but confl ating them into the notion 
of ultra-processing is unnecessary 
because the main determinants of 
chronic disease risk are already cap-
tured by existing nutrient profi ling 
systems,” wrote Astrup. 

“The NOVA classifi cation adds lit-
tle to existing nutrient profi ling sys-
tems; characterizes several healthy, 
nutrient-dense foods as unhealthy; 
and is counterproductive to solve the 
major global food production chal-
lenges.” — ANI

A study by the American Society for Nutrition outline the case for and 
against using the concept of ultra-processed foods to help inform dietary 
guidelines beyond conventional food classifi cation systems.
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Studies 
have linked 
consumption of 
ultra-processed 
food,  which are 
often high in salt, 
sugar and fat, 
with weight gain 
and an increased 
risk of chronic 
diseases, even 
after adjusting for 
the amount of salt, 
sugar and fat in 
the diet.
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Turkish farmers turn to China-fi nanced power plant for irrigation water
Aerial picture shows a view of the Emba Hunutlu power plant in Sugozu 

village in south Turkey’s Adana Province. Faced with chronic drought, 

farmers in southern Turkey have turned to a China-fi nanced thermal 

power plant that provides irrigation water from an environment-friendly 

wastewater solution.

Chongqing Zoo holds birthday party for giant pandas
Giant pandas enjoy food during their birthday party at the Chongqing Zoo in 

southwest China’s Chongqing Municipality. The zoo held a birthday party for two 

one-year-old giant pandas named Xingxing, Chenchen, and four three-year-old 

giant pandas Shuangshuang, Chongchong, Xixi, Qingqing respectively. Xinhua

Highlight of 2022 Azerbaijan Grand 
Prix fi rst practice session
Alfa Romeo Ferrari team’s Chinese 

driver Zhou Guanyu competes during 

the fi rst practice session of the 2022 

Azerbaijan Grand Prix in Baku. Xinhua

Aditya Roy Kapur, 
Sanjana Sanghi, 
Ahmed Khan and 
Shaira Ahmed Khan 
at the trailer launch
Bollywood actor 

Aditya Roy Kapur, 

actress Sanjana 

Sanghi, producer 

Ahmed Khan and 

his wife Shaira 

Ahmed Khan at the 

trailer launch of their 

upcoming fi lm ‘Om: 

The Battle Within’, in 

Mumbai on Friday. 

ANI Photo

Belgian Chocolate Village showcases 
chocolate products
A jacket made from chocolate is displayed 

in the Belgian Chocolate Village in Brussels, 

Belgium. The village is a museum to 

showcase the knowledge, history and 

culture related to chocolate. Xinhua

Random COVID-19 test-
ing in Canadian airports 
to be suspended
Travellers wearing face 

masks are seen at the 

arrival hall of Vancouver 

International Airport 

in Richmond, British 

Columbia, Canada. The 

federal government 

announced that it will 

suspend mandatory 

random COVID-19 

testing at all airports for 

vaccinated travellers 

starting to reduce 

traveller wait times. Xinhua

Relics unearthed from tomb of Marquis of Haihun on display
Visitors look at bronze chimes, unearthed from tomb of Marquis 

of Haihun, displayed at Emperor Qinshihuang’s Mausoleum Site 

Museum in Xi’an, northwest China’s Shaanxi Province. Xinhua
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Bank Muscat extends 
special offer on Sayyarati

MUSCAT: Taking into considera-
tion excellent customer feedback 
and the high demand for its Say-
yarati auto fi nancing, Bank Mus-
cat, the leading fi nancial services 
provider in the Sultanate of Oman, 
has announced an extension of its 
special off er, which features at-
tractive interest rates starting at 
just 3.5 per cent for the purchase of 
new and pre-owned cars.

The bank has announced that 
customers can take advantage of 
the special rates till August 31. The 
extension of the off er is in line with 
the bank’s customer-centric strate-
gy and commitment to continuous-
ly develop new services that meet 
current and future customer needs.

Speaking on the occasion, Ab-
dullah Tamman Al Mashaani, 
General Manager – Products, Bank 
Muscat, said: “We are delighted 
with the wonderful customer re-
sponse to Sayyarati Auto Finance 
and its various benefi ts and fea-
tures. As part of our strategy to 
partner with various auto deal-
erships and improve road safety 
by making ownership of some of 
the best and safest vehicles in the 
world easy, the special Sayyarati 
off er has been extended until the 
end of August 2022. This will en-
sure that the maximum number 
of customers can benefi t from the 
most competitive rates in the mar-
ket, and are able to buy the vehicle 

of their choice. We thank all our 
customers and partners for their 
continued confi dence in Bank 
Muscat’s products and services, 
and promise that we will continue 
to enhance customer experience 
in the future.”

Sayyarati auto fi nance is the 
easiest path to fi nancing one’s 

dream car, and the ongoing of-
fer includes a special discounted 
short-term rate that starts at just 
3.5 per cent for both new and used 
cars. Highly competitive rates are 
also available for up to 10 years 
along with free third-party insur-
ance for fi nancing used cars. 

Omani nationals working in 
government and semi-govern-
ment institutions as well as Tier 1 
and Tier 2 companies are eligible 
for fi nancing up to RO 60,000. Ex-
patriates working in government 
and semi-government organiza-
tions as well as Tier 1 companies 
can also make use of the attractive 
interest rates in the off er.

It must be noted that Sayyarati 
enhances banking convenience as 
no postpaid cheques are needed, 
and instalments are automatically 
deducted from the customer’s ac-
count once the mandate to do so 
is provided. Applications may be 
submitted at Sayyarati Centres in 
Wattayah or Salalah or at the near-
est Bank Muscat branch. 

Documents needed to ensure 
prompt processing of the applica-
tion include copies of customer 
ID and Driving Licence, a salary 
transfer letter, valuation of the ve-
hicle and seller’s ID copy (for pre-
owned cars). 

Sayyarati auto fi nance is the easiest path to 

fi nancing one’s dream car, and the ongoing 

off er includes a special discounted 

short-term rate that starts at just 3.5 per cent 

for both new and used cars

KR Eshraqa provides fi nancial 
assistance to Association 
of Early Intervention

MUSCAT: Eshraqa, Khimji 
Ramdas’ Social Development 
Arm will be supporting the con-
struction of a new vocational cen-
tre for the Association of Early 
Intervention for children with 
special needs (AEIC). An agree-
ment was signed by Nailesh 
Khimji, Director, Khimji Ram-
das and Sabah Mohammed Al 
Bahlani, CEO AEIC. 

The AEIC’s vocational centre 
will be dedicated to providing 
children of determination with 
training and rehabilitation equip-
ment and facilities that will en-
sure their integration into society, 
and help them and their families 
lead a better quality of life. 

Nailesh mentioned: “Eshraqa 
strives to play a role in ensuring 
inclusive and quality education 
for all in the sultanate. We aim 
to promote lifelong learning, by 
supporting programmes in early 
childhood development, as well 
as access to technical and voca-

tional education and training for 
the youth. Our commitment to 
the Association of Early Inter-
vention is in line with the same 
vision. Through our assistance, 
we hope to enable generations of 
special needs children, to reach 
their full potential and take part 
in shaping their future and in 
turn that of the nation.”

Al Bahlani said: “We need to 
leverage private and public part-
ners in new, innovative ways to 
fi nance and scale infrastructure 
that will help in bridging the in-
clusion divide for children with 
special needs. I would like to 
thank the KR Group for their 
philanthropic eff orts and sup-
port in this regard. The voca-
tional centre will off er special 
needs children access to bound-
less benefi cial activities and fa-
cilitate new ways of interactive 
learning while enriching their 
life’s experiences through mean-
ingful exchanges.”

S U P P O R T

Renault Koleos allows owners to elevate their everyday journey

MUSCAT: Renault Koleos eff ort-
lessly blends refi ned luxury with 
functionality off ering business class 
comfort for everyday adventure.

Owners say it is a vehicle that of-
fers the discerning driver a unique 
experience that combines innova-
tive technology, unequalled com-
fort and uncompromising safety to 
perfectly serve all of their top-end 
vehicle expectations.

The 2022 Renault Koleos SUV 
is engineered to demand attention 
and make heads turn. Off ering off -
road capability with its all-wheel 
drive transmission, Renault Ko-
leos stands out with its assertive 
exterior design and enhanced in-
terior comfort. With its athletic 
profi le, robust front end, roomy 
seats, taut lines underscored with 
chrome, Renault Koleos allows 
owners to take their journey with 
confi dence. Featuring a powerful 
and effi  cient new engine and more 
on-board technologies Renault 

Koleos fully embodies the values 
of the top of the Renault line-up.

The 2022 Renault Koleos also 
comes with additional features, 
such as rich acoustics with the 
BOSE audio system, lighting 
options, multimedia, naviga-
tion, Bluetooth and driving as-
sistance systems in addition to 
easy park assist. 

Renault Koleos has been cap-
turing everyone’s attention in 
Oman with its charismatic, fea-
tures rich and packed with safety 
attributes. If you are looking for a 
spacious SUV with elegant styl-
ing and unparalleled four-wheel 
drive technology, Renault Koleos 
is the car to buy.

Afrah Al-Kharusi from Nizwa 
is fascinated with the brand’s easy 
trunk access and hand-free func-
tion. She says, “The model features 
powerful, effi  cient engines, safety 
attributes and on-board technolo-
gies. The SUV is marked for its 

fuel effi  ciency and infotainment 
options too.With a sensor located 
under the bumper, all you need is 
a simple gesture with your foot to 
open the boot with ease. It is very 
practical when your hands are 
full when returning from offi  ce or 
shopping. I also like its 8.7” touch-

screen navigation with R-Link2 
system & Bose sound, 5 colour am-
bient lighting.”

The model’s spacious cabin 
inspired Taamir Al Hinai from 
Muscat into buying a Renault 
Koleos. “Renault Koleos has a 
2,705 mm wheelbase – for a to-

tal vehicle length of 4,673mm – 
counts amongst the longest in the 
class and allows Koleos to boast 
record-breaking interior space 
to position itself as a D-segment 
SUV,” Taamir says.

Sabeel Al Mashari from Mus-
cat says, “Renault Koleos stands 
out with its assertive exterior 
design and enhanced interior 
comfort. The wide-ranging suite 
of driver-assistance systems and 
infotainment options it off ers 
make it a top brand.”

Sohail Al Jabri, who loves to go 
on adventure drives, loves Renault 
Koleos All mode 4x4-i technology. 
“One can get off  the beaten track 
with Renault Koleos any time. It’s 
all mode 4x4-i technology, swap 
between 2WD mode, Auto mode 
and 4x4 (lock) mode is really im-
pressive. It off ers an ideal balance 
of torque between the front and 
rear wheels for perfect grip in all 
circumstances,” he adds.

Sameer Zedjali from Rusayl 
likes Renault Koleos for its strong 
and high-end design, comfort and 
outstanding performance. He says, 
“Koleos extends a variety of fea-
tures that are among the most ca-
pable in the market. I particularly 
like its blind sport warning with 
fl ank protection warning, auto 
park assists and remote start en-
gine with timer option.”

A spokesperson for Renault 
Oman, from the house of Suhail 
Bahwan Automobiles, said, “Well-
defi ned edges make the overall 
profi le of the 2022 Koleos appear 
solid and athletic and are one of 
the most prominent features in 
this new version. A great combi-
nation of power and refi nement, 
the Koleos makes its presence felt 
with large shoulders and muscu-
lar side panels that are further 
enhanced by a robust frontend; 
broad, smart-looking tires; and a 
distinctly large wheelbase.”

T E S T I M O N I A L

ISD connects with 

nature on World 

Environment Day

MUSCAT: Indian School Darsait 
(ISD) organised an awareness 
programme on the occasion of 
World Environment Day on June 
5 by joining the 2022 World En-
vironment Day Campaign #Only-
OneEarth that advocates for trans-
formative environmental change 
on a global scale. 

The students of class IX B con-
ducted a special assembly as the 
culmination of the day’s celebra-
tion. The highlights of the pro-
gramme included a speech on the 
importance of Environment Day, 
a poem, a recitation on Mother 
Earth along with a video presen-
tation while the school choir en-
thralled all with a melodious song 
to create awareness of saving the 
environment. In his message, the 
principal brought to the students’ 
attention the rarity of our planet 
Earth in the endless universe that 
we live in and spoke about the pre-
sent-day scenario of our environ-
ment. He accentuated the steps 
to be taken proactively to make 
our environment healthy not only 
as part of this celebration but as a 
way of life. 

Amar Srivastava, Principal and 
Geeta Chauhan, Vice Principal 
took part in the programme by 
planting trees inside the campus. 

I N D I A N  S C H O O L  D A R S A I T

Sky Rays Global Travel and Tourism rebranded 
MUSCAT: Sky Rays Global with a 
track record of more than 18 years 
in the travel and tourism industry 
has rebranded the company as Sky 
Rays Global Travel and Tourism.

Sky Rays which is operating 
in Oman for one year has opened 
its offi  ce in Lulu Hypermarket in 
Wadi Luwami in Seeb.

It is opening its second branch 
in Oman Avenues Mall in Al Ghu-
bra on June 13. 

“We aim to do more in the travel 

and tourism industry in Oman,” 
said Mohammed Rassal, Manag-
ing Director of Sky Rays.

“In the coming years, we are 
aiming to become one of the best-
established full content travel and 
tourism companies in Sultanate 
of Oman and the Middle East re-
gion,” Rassal added.

Amal Boshaib, Reservation 
Manager and Iman Al Balushi, 
Holidays Supervisor also attend-
ed the press conference.

N E W  B R A N C H  O P E N I N G

Sohar International successfully completes 

renovation of 42 houses in Khabourah
MUSCAT: Refl ecting its ongoing 
commitment to the people and 
community it serves, Sohar Inter-
national announced the success-
ful completion of the fi rst phase 
of its initiative to renovate houses 
of 100 families in the Governorate 
of Al Batinah (North) having com-
pleted the renovation of 42 houses 
in the Wilayat of Khabourah. 

The governorate was the worst 
aff ected by Cyclone Shaheen, 
which hit the Sultanate last year. 

Initiating the second phase 
that kicked off  recently in pres-
ence of several offi  cials from the 
governorate and members of the 
executive management of the 
bank, Sohar International targets 
yet more aff ected families in the 
Wilayat of Suwaiq

Commenting on the initiative, 
Ahmed Al Musalmi, Chief Execu-
tive Offi  cer of Sohar International 
said, “Sohar International has al-

ways been a socially responsible 
fi nancial institution that has been 
invested in the development of the 
local community and its people. 
Cyclone Shaheen came at a time 
when a lot of people were already 

coping with the eff ects of the pan-
demic. At Sohar International, 
we, therefore, took a comprehen-
sive approach to help alleviate the 
plight of those aff ected. Our eff orts 
went beyond committing fi nancial 

assistance as we committed to ren-
ovating houses of more than 100 
families in Al Batinah North. We 
are confi dent that our eff orts will 
give a huge impetus to restoring 
the community and building back 

the lives of the people.”
In rapid response to the im-

pacts of Cyclone Shaheen, Sohar 
International has allocated RO 
5 million providing interest-free 
loans and deferment options on 
debt repayments to support im-
pacted customers’ rebuild. 

With the spirit of volunteerism, 
social service, and philanthropy 
running through every member 
of the Sohar International team, 
the bank has achieved signifi cant 
milestones in its various endeav-
ours to enrich the lives of people 
and drive socio-economic pro-
gress in the country. 

As an agile, progressive, and 
community-centric fi nancial or-
ganisation, Sohar International 
will stay committed to its social 
responsibilities as it continues to 
come up with innovative ways to 
address the diverse needs of dif-
ferent segments of society.

F I R S T  P H A S E
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MHD ACERE opens 
new facility in Salalah

MUSCAT: Mohsin Haider Dar-
wish recently inaugurated a new 
facility in Salalah. 

The facility is home to a one-
stop service centre for all com-
mercial vehicles and construc-
tion equipment brands that MHD 
ACERE represents in Oman. The 
facility was inaugurated under the 
patronage of Dr Ahmed Mohsin 
Al Ghassani, Chairman of Dho-
far Municipality, and attended by 
Mohsin Hani Al Bahrani, the CEO 
of MHD ACERE.

Located on the busy Samahram 
street in the industrial zone, the 
new facility will serve the vari-
ous segments of the population in 
Salalah and the broader region of 
Dhofar. Commenting on this occa-
sion, Mohsin Hani Al Bahrani, the 
CEO of MHD ACERE said, “We are 
pleased to off er solutions and ser-
vices of high standards to the rap-
idly growing market in Dhofar. The 
existence of a specialized workshop 
in commercial vehicles and con-
struction equipment will certainly 
contribute to the provision of local 
markets and cover the growing de-

mand for this type of service.”
The facility will provide special-

ized spare parts, testing, mainte-
nance services, and much more 
for commercial vehicles and 
construction equipment owners. 
Some of the CVCE brands the fa-
cility handles are:

Ford Trucks
Ford Trucks is a leading automo-
tive brand that provides com-
mercial vehicles and solutions for 
businesses of all sizes. As one of 
the largest heavy truck manufac-
turers in the world, Ford Trucks 
manufactures a wide range of 
heavy trucks, including tractors, 
construction trucks like all-wheel 
drive tippers, concrete mixers and 
pumps, and distribution trucks 
weighing more than 16 tons. With 
more than half a century of expe-
rience in design and production, 
Ford Trucks engineers all of their 
vehicles’ main components, in-
cluding their all-new engines. 

Ecotorq, the engine at the heart 

of the Ford Trucks Construction 
Series, exceeds all expectations in 
the area of performance and econ-
omy. In addition, the trucks boast a 
variety of incredible features, such 
as automatic transmission, opti-
mum wheelbase, and an improved 
steering system that enhances ma-
noeuvrability.

Ashok Leyland
Ashok Leyland, a subsidiary of the 
Hinduja group, is the second-larg-
est manufacturer of commercial 
vehicles in India, the fourth-larg-
est producer of buses worldwide, 
and the 19th-largest producer of 
trucks. Ashok Leyland develops 
trucks and buses to propel econo-
mies forward. Long haul, distribu-
tion, construction and mining are 
just a few of the dozens of appli-
cations suited to Ashok Leyland’s 
extensive range. 

Ashok Leyland enables millions 
of people to reach their destina-
tions with the highest safety stand-
ards, incredible performance, and 

comfortable design while driv-
ing business success through the 
transportation of goods and mate-
rials every day.

XCMG
Construction machinery manu-
facturer XCMG was founded in 
1989. The company off ers a wide 
range of loading and handling 
equipment for construction and 
mining such as wheeled loaders 
(skid steers, backhoes, etc.), heavy-
duty excavators, and graders and 
incorporates advanced technolo-
gies to ensure effi  cient and eff ec-
tive earthmoving. 

This collection also includes 
practical scissor lifts, telescopic 
handlers, robust electric and die-
sel forklifts, truck-mounted cranes 
and aerial platforms up to 58.6 me-
ters, and other handling and ware-
house machines. Aside from min-
ing equipment and cranes, XCMG 
also manufactures light and heavy 
road machinery, including walk-be-
hind compactors, walk-in compac-
tors, light rollers, etc., which pro-
vide thick layer compaction made 
possible by their tremendous force. 

This variety of products is de-
signed to suit the needs of clients, 
with advanced technologies such 
as intelligent braking, precise 
weighing, panoramic images, and 
others, giving cargo transportation 
a more effi  cient, safer and more 
reliable operation, as well as more 
comfort and convenience.

MHD ACERE is a renowned 
name among the top contribu-
tors in the Omani private sector. 
With establishments that span 
the country, MHD ACERE has at-
tracted various world-class brands 
in fi elds like automotive, construc-
tion equipment, and renewable en-
ergy and successfully introduced 
its products and services to the 
Omani market.

The facility is 

home to a one-stop 

service centre for all 

commercial vehicles 

and construction 

equipment brands 

that MHD ACERE 

represents in Oman

Engineering Village, bp Oman conclude Future Engineers programme

MUSCAT: In partnership with bp 
Oman, and in collaboration with 
Department of Innovation and 
Scientifi c Olympics at the Min-
istry of Education, Engineering 
Village held a closing ceremony 
marking the conclusion of the 
third cycle of the Future Engineers 
programme, under the patronage 
of Najeeb Ali Al Rawas, Governor 
of Al Dhahirah.

The programme off ered edu-
cational workshops within en-
gineering, mathematics, science 
and technology fi elds, with topics 
related to programming and elec-
tronics targeting school students 
from the fi rst to fourth grades.

The programme was imple-
mented across 22 schools within 
Al Dhahirah and Al Dakhiliyah 
governorates. 

Representatives from several 

organisations including the Min-
istry of Education, bp Oman and 
schools attended the ceremony.

The programme included a vari-
ety of fun and interactive theoreti-
cal and practical workshops aimed 
at school students in the primary 

grades as well as training sessions 
for the teachers participating in 
the programme, with special kits 
provided which can be applied to 
the programme and other aspects 
of the school curriculum.

Shamsa Al-Rawahi, bp Oman 

Social Investment Manager, com-
mented: “Enhancing education is 
one of our priorities at bp Oman. 
The programme helps encourage 
students to learn by teaching sci-
ence in a fun and practical way. 
Through the programme, we were 

able to train 90 teachers and ben-
efi t more than 4500 primary grade 
students in Al Dhahirah and Al 
Dakhiliyah regions.”

Fahd Al-Siyabi, CEO of Engi-
neering Village, further added: 
“The continuous support we have 

received from bp Oman and the 
Department of Innovation and Sci-
entifi c Olympics at the Ministry of 
Education has helped us achieve 
one common goal; which is to fi nd 
creative and eff ective ways of edu-
cating students in Oman. I believe 
the programme will empower fu-
ture generations to be informed 
around trends and technologies 
that are crucial to learn.” 

Dr Maya Al Azri, Educational 
Expert, Director of Innovation and 
Scientifi c Olympic Department at 
the Ministry of Education added: 
“We are keen to continue our part-
nerships in supporting such pro-
grammes that develop students’ 
abilities in terms of innovation 
and creativity. The programme 
had a positive impact on students 
and the educational environment 
at schools.”

T H I R D  E D I T I O N

Toyota Gazoo Racing 

shines at Rally de Portugal

MUSCAT: The Gazoo Racing 
(GR) World Rally Team (WRT) 
recently celebrated a fantastic 
one-two fi nish for the GR Yaris 
Rally1 vehicle on its gravel debut 
at the Rally de Portugal, the round 
four of the 2022 FIA World Rally 
Championship (WRC). Kalle 
Rovanperä scored his third win 
in a row just ahead of team-mate 
Elfyn Evans, with Toyota extend-
ing its lead for the Manufactur-
ers’ Championship by 59 points. 

In the fi rst test of the new 
generation of hybrid electric-
powered vehicles on gravel roads, 
the GR Yaris Rally1 was the ve-
hicle to beat, winning 15 of the 
19 stages across the rally. The 
fi rst day proved thrilling with an 
intense battle between Evans in 
the No. 33 Toyota GR Yaris Ral-
ly1 and Rovanperä who doubled 
up as championship leader for 
the fi rst time in his career in the 
No. 69 Toyota GR Yaris Rally1. 
The pair were in a league of their 
own through the second day, and 
the lead moved into Rovanperä’s 
hands in diffi  cult mixed weather 
conditions during the afternoon. 

But Rovanperä and co-driver 

Jonne Halttunen went on to win 
the penultimate stage as well as 
the rally-ending Power Stage, en-
suring another maximum points 
haul to increase their champion-
ship lead to 46 points after wins 
in three of the fi rst four events. 
Evans and co-driver Scott Martin 
fi nished 15.2s away from the vic-
tory as they returned to the podi-
um for the fi rst time this season. 

Akio Toyoda, President, and 
CEO of Toyota Motor Corpora-
tion commented: “Kalle, Jonne, 
congratulations! It is amazing to 
achieve three consecutive victo-
ries, especially as it was done on 
snow, asphalt, and gravel rallies. 
I truly thank them for proving 
that the GR Yaris Rally1 is the ve-
hicle that can win on any type of 
road. Also, it was great to have a 
one-two fi nish and I thank Elfyn, 
Scott and everybody on the team 
for the outstanding performance 
that saw Toyota completing the 
fi rst third of the season leading 
the championship standings. I 
appreciate our fans’ continuous 
support that inspires us to strive 
to make our vehicle the strongest 
at the end of the season.” 

W O R L D  R A L L Y  C H A M P I O N S H I P

Nissan’s pick-up and drop off  facility for service appointment enjoys popularity

MUSCAT: Nissan Oman, from the 
house of Suhail Bahwan Automo-
biles (SBA)’s pick-up and drop-off  
service for customers with prior 
service appointments has found 
many takers.

The facility which is available 
in the capital area needs to be pre-
booked at a nominal fee via Nis-
san Oman Toll-free (80050011), 
Nissan Oman website (www.
nissanoman.com), sending SMS 
<BOOK> to 99825454, writing 
email on appointment@sbigh.co-
mor by WhatsApp on 97692689.

A senior offi  cial of Nissan Oman, 

from the house of Suhail Bahwan 
Automobiles (SBA), said, “We are 
continuously engaging with cus-
tomers on enhancing their experi-
ence. This off ering is aligned with 
customer feedback and our eff orts 
to make a diff erence in the own-
ership experience. This service 
provides our service customers 
with the comfort that they can get 
necessary vehicle work completed 
without stepping out. 

He added, “When they opt for 
this service, customers do not have 
to take time off  work or adjust their 
plans. Their car will be picked up 

from their home or place of work, 
removing the inconvenience of 
delivering it to a service centre. 
Nissan Oman will take care of eve-
rything related to the car includ-
ing servicing, repairs, tyres, wheel 
alignments and all services under 
the manufacturer’s warranty.”

Every customer purchasing a 
Nissan vehicle can be assured of 
Nissan’s top class after sales ser-
vice, which guarantees the advan-
tage of well-trained experts. 

The customers can be assured 
that Nissan always uses only genu-
ine replacement parts. Customers 

can expect consistency and sup-
port during after sales service, 
which ascertains Nissan’s per-
formance and resale value in the 
years to come.

Nissan Oman is extending a 
‘book a home test drive’ service 
for its prospective customers. The 
service enables potential custom-
ers to schedule their test drives on-
line at their convenience. A home 
test drive can be booked simply by 
logging on to the offi  cial SBA Nis-
san Oman website or through the 
customer service toll free number 
80050011.

S U H A I L  B A H W A N  A U T O M O B I L E S



https://www.jebelsifah.com/en/the-beachfront


https://www.jeep-oman.com/en/partnership/jeep-road-to-juventus.html




Business Owner?

Would you like to provide  safe & simple
e-payment solution for your customers?

www.thawani.om

Contact us:
merchent@thawani.om

+968 91304608 
Click to Download

https://download.thawani.om/


www.eXtra.com
Call Our Toll Free Number 80077880

Al Ghubrah / Al Mawaleh / Suhar

إضغط هنا لتصفح
نشرة العروض الكاملة

Click Here To Explore
The National Day Offers

نطـابق

أقــل

سـعـر

We Will Match Competitors 
Price & Beat It By

Of The Difference.

Buy it Today...
Get it Today

اشتر اليوم...
بتوصلك اليوم

Conditions Apply**تطبق الشروط

Shop NOW!!

تسوق الآن!!

Valid From 10 June Till 22 June 2022 / ساري من 10 يونيو إلى 22 يونيو 2022

15-dw3145ne

• Intel Core  i7-1165G7
• 16GB RAM
• 512GB SSD
• 15.6” FHD
• Intel Iris Xe Graphics

• كمبيوتر محمول
   من أتش بي

NOW OMR  الآن ر.ع
339.900

Payإدفع

16GB
RAM

Get

HP 2710 AIO Wi-Fi Printer
Worth RO 15.7

11th Gen

• هاتف ذكي
   من شاومي

• 4G, 6.43 inch, AMOLED, 128GB
• Octa-core CPU, Android 11
• 6GB RAM, 13MP Front Camera
• 64+8+2+2MP Rear Camera
• 5000mAh Battery

Redmi Note 10S

قسيمة شرائية

Gift Voucher

5
OMRر.ع.

83.850
OMRر.ع.

+

Pay OnlyPay Only
إدفع فقط

NOW OMR  الآن ر.ع
78.850

Payإدفع

Get

Zentality
Headphones

• أل اي دي من سامسونج
   4٠ بوصة عالية النقاء ذكية

NOW OMR  الآن ر.ع
99.900

Payإدفع
UA40T5300AUXZN
• 40" Full HD Flat Smart TV
• HDR - PurColor
• Micro Dimming Pro

40” 

DLFH1394
• Multi Fryer Power
• Lower Heat 1000W
• Upper Heat 1200W
• Removable Oil Container
• Food Capacity 1.7 kg
• Easy Cleaning

• قلاية هوائية
   من ديلونغي

Recipe Book app

Viewing WindowDigital Interface

7 Cooking Programs
قسيمة شرائية

Gift Voucher

10
OMRر.ع.

109.900
OMRر.ع.

Pay OnlyPay Only
إدفع فقط

NOW OMR  الآن ر.ع
99.900

Payإدفع

+

NOW OMR  الآن ر.ع
154.900

Payإدفع
HAS-S18K
• Split Air Conditioner
• Rotary Compressor

• مكيف سبليت
   من هوفر

مع التركيب المجاني
With Free Installation

Meter Pipe 4**انبوب 4 امتار

18,000 BTU

9 Pcs Cookware Set
+ Arcopal 20 Pcs Dinner Set

• TFB243S985
• Frypan: 24cm
• Stewpot: 22-24cm
• Wokpan: 28cm

• طقم طهي تيفال
   مع طقم أطباق اركوبال

NOW OMR  الآن ر.ع
24.900

Payإدفع

+

ORDER
NOW
اطلب الآن

ORDER
NOW
اطلب الآن

ORDER
NOW
اطلب الآن

ORDER
NOW
اطلب الآن

ORDER
NOW
اطلب الآن

ORDER
NOW
اطلب الآن

https://www.extra.com/ar-om
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