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OMAN SAILS YOUTH TEAM
HEADS TO TURKIYE ‘

Five members of Oman Sail’s

youth sailing team will compete in
Optimist World Championship 2022.
Organised by the B. B. Bodrum Sailing
Club and Turkish Sailing Federation.
The team will be part of a fleet of 286
sailors representing 62 countries. >B6
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ON BEHALF OF HM, SAYYID ASAAD BIDS
FAREWELL TO ENVOY OF BRUNEI DARUSSALAM

On behalf of His Majesty Sultan Haitham
bin Tarik, HH Sayyid Asa’ad bin Tarik

Al Said, Deputy Prime Minister for
International Relations and Cooperation
Affairs, Personal Representative of

His Majesty the Sultan, received Haji
Sulaini Haji Said, Ambassador of Brunei
Darussalam to the Sultanate. >A2
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The talks session reviewed the distinguished

relations binding Oman and Egypt

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik held an official
session of talks with President
Abdel Fattah el Sisi of the Arab Re-
public of Egypt at Al Alam Palace
on Monday.

The session reviewed the march
of the distinguished relations
binding Oman and Egypt.

It also explored areas of bilateral
cooperation and ways of elevating
them towards broader horizons

HM confers Al Nwman
First Class Order on
Hungarian ambassador
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to realise the aspirations of the
Omani and Egyptian peoples. Dur-
ing the session, the two leaders
exchanged views on various issues
of common interest, in light of the
developments in the Arab and in-
ternational arenas.

The official session of talks was
attended from the Omani side by
His Highness Sayyid Fahd bin
Mahmoud Al Said, Deputy Prime
Minister for the Council of Min-
isters, His Highness Sayyid Shi-
hab bin Tarik Al Said, Deputy
Prime Minister for Defence Af-
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His Majesty hosts dinner
in honour of Egyptian
President -az

His Majesty the Sultan
welcomes Egypfian
President -aa
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fairs, Sayyid Khalid bin Hilal Al
Busaidi, Minister of the Diwan of
Royal Court, Gen. Sultan bin Mo-
hammed Al Nu'mani, Minister of
the Royal Office, Sayyid Hamoud
bin Faisal Al Busaidi, Minister of
Interior, Sayyid Badr bin Hamad
Al Busaidi, Foreign Minister, Sul-
tan bin Salim Al Habsi, Minister
of Finance (Head of the Mission
of Honour), Sayyid Dr. Sultan bin
Yarub Al Busaidi, Advisor at the
Private Office and Abdullah bin
Nassir Al Rahbi, Ambassador of
Oman to Egypt and its Permanent

Ship carrying detergent caught fire,
20 Indian crew members rescued

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Thousands of bags of
detergent that scattered in the wa-
ters off Muscat came from a ship
that sank outside the territorial
waters of the Sultanate of Oman,
on 5 June.

The ship — which flew an Indian
flag — carried 20 crew members, all
Indian nationals, confirmed an offi-
cial from the Environment Author-
ity, adding that they were picked up
by another cargo vessel near the
site of the mishap, and taken to Sul-
tan Qaboos Port. All the crew mem-
bers have left for India. The ship
was passing outside Omani territo-
rial waters while sailing from one
country to another. >A2

Delegate to the Arab League.
Meanwhile, it was attended
from the Egyptian side by Sameh
Shoukry, Foreign Minister, Major
General Staff Ahmed Moham-
med Ali,Chief of the President’s
Office, Dr. Hala El-Said, Minis-
ter of Planning and Economic
Development, Major General
Abbas Kamel, Chief of the In-
telligence Service, Khalid Radi,
Ambassador of Egypt to Oman
and Ambassador Bassam Radi,
Spokesman of the Presidency.
— ONA

TheGuide

A unique experience

theguideoman.com (@ guideoman

TR oo

MUSCAT  \&/




A2 ‘ TUESDAY, JUNE 28, 2022

VAN

.ﬁ‘
«

. ~
7 > N

)
-
@

= O O

TIMES OF OMAN

rafeeq.om

PRAYER
TIMINGS

Dhuhr,

12:15pm

Maghrib..
Isha

Fajr (TOMOITOW)..cuvveveeesennes 3:56am

HNM the Sultan confers Al Nu'man First
Class Order on Hungarian ambassador

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik conferred the
Order of Al Nu'man (First class)
on Dr. Tibor Szatmari, Ambassa-
dor of the Republic of Hungary to
the Sultanate of Oman.

Bilateral relations

The order reflects His Majesty the
Sultan’s recognition of the efforts
of the ambassador in enhancing
the bilateral relations between the
two countries.

The order was handed over by
His Highness Sayyid Asa’ad bin
Tarik Al Said, Deputy Prime Min-
ister for International Relations
and Cooperation Affairs, Personal
Representative of His Majesty the
Sultan when he received the Hun-
garian ambassador in his office
here today to bid him farewell at
the end of his tour of duty.

The ambassador expressed his
thanks to His Majesty the Sultan
for the support extended to him
during his tour of duty in Oman

Sayyid Asa’ad
envoy

The ambassador
expressed his thanks
to His Majesty the
Sultan for the support
extended to him
during his tour of

duty in Oman

MUSCAT: On behalf of His Maj-
esty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik,
His Highness Sayyid Asa’ad bin
Tarik Al Said, Deputy Prime Min-
ister for International Relations
and Cooperation Affairs, Personal
Representative of His Majesty the
Sultan, received in his office on
Monday Haji Sulaini Haji Said,
Ambassador of Brunei Darus-

salam to the Sultanate of Oman to
bid him farewell at the end of his
tour of duty.

The ambassador expressed his
thanks to His Majesty the Sultan
for the support extended to him
during his tour of duty in Oman
from His Majesty, the Govern-
ment and the Omani people,
which had enabled him to carry
out his tasks.

He also wished His Majesty the
Sultan good health, happiness and
a long life, wishing the Sultanate
of Oman further development and
growth under the wise leadership
of His Majesty.

Sayyid Asa’ad expressed his ut-
most appreciation to the ambas-
sador for the efforts he exerted in
serving the relations between the
two countries, wishing him per-
manent success, and the people of
Brunei Darussalam further pro-
gress and prosperity.

The meeting was attended by
the Secretary General and the two
advisers at the Office of His High-
ness Sayyid Asa’ad. -ona

from His Majesty, the Govern-
ment and the Omani people,
which enabled him to carry out
his tasks.

He also expressed his best
wishes of good health, happiness
and long life to His Majesty the
Sultan, wishing the Sultanate of
Oman further development and
growth under the wise leadership
of His Majesty.

On his turn, HH Sayyid Asa’ad

expressed his utmost apprecia-
tion to the ambassador for the
efforts he exerted in serving the
relations between Oman and
Hungary, wishing him perma-
nent success and the people of
his country further progress and
prosperity.

The conferment ceremony was
attended by the Secretary General
and the two advisers at the Office
of Sayyid Asa’ad. -ona
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MEETING: His Highness Sayyid Asa’ad bin Tarik Al Said, Deputy Prime Minister for International

Relations and Cooperation Affairs, Personal Representative of His Majesty the Sultan, received in
his office on Monday Haji Sulaini Haji Said, Ambassador of Brunei Darussalam to the Sultanate of

Oman. - ona

Tender Announcement
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LAND FOR SALE

United Marketing Solutions Announcing a tender

for a Residential and Commercial Land For Sale

PLOTNO.770
BLOCK : 2
LOCATION: GH/
SR.NO:01-04

=
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Bids are to be submitted in an envelope sealed with red
wax and deposited In a closed box at the company's main
office located in Azaiba Building No. 172 Street 248

The last date for receiving bids is 7. 7. 2022

For Serious Buyers Please Contact us
22526900 -71778597

During Official Working days
Timing From 8:00 am till 400 pm
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“We received a report of the sink-
ing of the ship at 4:50pm on 5
June,” said Mamdouh bin Salem
Al Marhoun, acting director of
the Environment Authority’s En-
vironmental Emergency Centre.
“We had sent a report to the re-
quired authorities to know more
about the cargo of the boat, but
unfortunately, they could not find
out, as the ship had sunk by then.”
After the ship sank, the cargo
floated to the surface of the sea,
and began floating towards the
Omani coastline, particularly the
region from Quriyat to Seeb: Many
of'the bags that came to the surface
were discovered in this region, as
well as the Daymaniyat Islands.
Most of the damage from the
detergent and plastic waste has
been seen in Quriyat, Al Hail, and
the aforementioned islands. It
was later found out that the ma-
jority of the consignment was de-
tergent, as well as some tyres.
Reports of bags of detergent in
Omani waters first began circulat-
ing when divers and tour groups
near these areas saw them floating
on the surface of the sea. Marine
birds stood on some of the bags,
pecking at them in an attempt to
get them open, hoping it might
contain something for them to eat.
“The detergent is going to cause
huge damage to our ocean eco-
systems, so we need to act fast to
remove as much of it as possible,”
said Abdullah Al Maskari, adiving
instructor in Oman. “Turtles and
other marine animals will look at
these bags and think they are jel-
lyfish, because that makes up a
part of their food, and they will at-
tempt to eat these bags. This is go-
ing to cause a lot of problems for
them. Furthermore, they could
affect the coral formations in the
sea, and this could have very ad-
verse consequences.”

| N
A volunteer campaign to clean
up the Daymaniyat Islands

was organised on Saturday.

“We don’t know the exact num-
ber of detergent bags at sea, but
it is safe to say that they number
in tens of thousands,” Al Maskari
said. “The detergent packets were
stored in bigger packs, which
when split open released hun-
dreds of smaller ones, almost like
a cluster bomb, and that magni-
fies their damage.”

Al Marhoun from the Environ-
ment Authority added that no fish

- s
| g —

SAF Chief of

Statf receives

French officer
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MUSCAT: Vice Admiral Abdul-
lah Khamis Al Ra’eesi, Chief of
Staff of the Sultan’s Armed Forces
(SAF), received in his office at Al
Murtafa’a Garrison on Monday
Rear Admiral Jacques Fayard,
Joint Commander of the French
Forces in the Indian Ocean.

Military matters
The two sides exchanged views
and discussed several military
matters of common interest.

The meeting was attended by
the Military Attaché at the French
embassy in Muscat.

French commander

Rear Admiral Saif Nasser Al Rah-
bi, Commander of the Royal Navy
of Oman (RNO) received in his of-
fice at Al Murtafa’a Garrison Rear
Admiral Jacques Fayard, the Joint
Commander of the French Forces
in the Indian Ocean.

The two sides exchanged views
and discussed several naval mat-
ters of common interest.

The meeting was attended by
Commodore Jassim Mohammed
Al Balushi, RNO Director of Oper-
ations and Plans and the Military
Attaché at the French embassy in
Muscat.

RAFO
Air Vice Marshal Khamis Hamad
Al Ghafri, Commander of the Roy-
al Air Force of Oman (RAFO) re-
ceived in his office at Al Murtafa’a
Garrison on Monday Rear Admiral
Jacques Fayard, Joint Command-
er of the French Forces in the In-
dian Ocean.

The two sides discussed several
matters of common interest.

The meeting was attended by
the Military Attaché at the French
embassy in Muscat. -ona

Volunteers help clean-up

or other maritime lives have been
lost so far, but reports of marine
deaths could surface in the coming
days. “What is providing us some
reassurance in this matter is that
most of the bags are still closed,
so they will be easy to remove, and
cannot be accessed by marine ani-
mals for the time being,” he said.
“But as you know, 85 percent of
maritime environmental pollution
isbecause of plastic, which is what
these bags are made from. This
could cause marine animals to die,
unfortunately, but we hope such
incidents do not happen.”

To assist with the cleanup, a
volunteer campaign to clean up
the Daymaniyat Islands was or-
ganised on Saturday, involving
the participation of citizens, resi-
dents, government institutions
and private authorities.

“We are also scanning certain
areas like Sifah and Qurum to
see if any bags have been found
there, but no more than two or
three were discovered in these
locations,” added Al Marhoun.
“On Tuesday, we will run another
campaign to clean the coastline
from Seeb to Al Azaiba.”
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His Majesty the Sultan hosts dinner

=

His Majesty the Sultan and President el Sisi

exchanged commemo
occasion of the Egypti
the Sultanate of Oman

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sul-
tan Haitham bin Tarik hosted
an official dinner at Al Alam
Palace guesthouse on Monday
evening in honour of President
Abdel Fattah el Sisi of the Arab
Republic of Egypt.

Prior to the dinner, His Maj-
esty the Sultan and President
el Sisi exchanged commemora-
tive gifts on the occasion of the
Egyptian President’s visit to the

XAy MOST READ ON FACEBOOK

rative gifts on the
an President’s visit to

Sultanate of Oman.

The dinner was attended by
members of the Royal Family,
ministers, chairman of the State
Council, commanders of the Sul-
tan’s Armed Forces (SAF) and
the Royal Oman Police, as well as
ambassadors of Arab and friendly
countries, members of the State
Council and Shura Council, under-
secretaries and some ambassadors
at the Foreign Ministry. -ona

in honour of Egyptian President
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Story on expats
getting investor
residence cards in
Oman

SUVs starting

ot oS el s
Vehicle Leasing Company [ LLC)

EXPLORE OMAN
ON ROAD & OFF ROAD
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A story on expats getting investor residence cards in Oman
reached 36,536 people and had 2,113 link clicks on Facebook.

=8¢ MOST WATCHED VIDED ON FACEBOOK
___ m5

per day

E Midday Minute

iy g et M

FMIDDAY

UPDATE The Midday Minute news wrap
video had 3,000 views and reached

11,800 people on Facebook.

| E Morning
=roF  Minute video
onthe COV-
ID-19 vaccine
booster dose

The Morning Minute video on
the COVID-19 vaccine booster
dose had 2,300 views and 119
Oman likes on Instagram.

» Wattayah : 95421249
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HM THE SULTAN WELGOMES EGYPTIAN PRESIDENT

MUSCAT: President Abdel Fat-
tah el Sisi of the Arab Republic of
Egypt arrived yesterday on an offi-
cial visit to the Sultanate of Oman
lasting two days.

His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarikled the welcoming party for the
Egyptian President. When the jet of
President el Sisi touched ground at
the Royal Airport, His Majesty the
Sultan met the guest at the foot of the
ramp, welcoming him and wishing
him and the accompanying delega-
tion a pleasant stay in Oman.

Along with His Majesty the Sul-
tan, the Egyptian President was
received by His Highness Sayyid
Shihab bin Tarik Al Said, Deputy
Prime Minister for Defence Af-
fairs, Sayyid Khalid bin Hilal Al
Busaidi, Minister of the Diwan of
Royal Court, Gen. Sultan bin Mo-
hammed Al Nu'mani, Minister of
the Royal Office, Sayyid Hamoud
bin Faisal Al Busaidi, Minister of
Interior, Sayyid Badr bin Hamad
Al Busaidi, Foreign Minister, Sul-
tan bin Salim Al Habsi, Minister
of Finance (Head of the Mission
of Honour), Abdullah bin Nassir Al
Rahbi, Ambassador of the Sultan-
ate of Oman to the Arab Republic
Egypt and its Permanent Delegate
to the Arab League, Khalid Radi,
Ambassador of Egypt to Oman
and members of the Mission of
Honour, as well as members of the
Egyptian Embassy in Muscat.

Then, His Majesty the Sultan and
the Egyptian President proceeded to
the reception hall, passing through
two rows of the guard of honour of
the Royal Guard of Oman (RGO).

After a short stay, the motor-
cade of His Majesty the Sultan and
his guest, President Abdul Fattah
el Sisi, left the Royal Airport head-
ing to Al Alam Palace for an official
reception ceremony.

Before the arrival of the main
vehicle of the motorcade at Al
Alam Palace, a squadron of cav-
alry lined the two sides of the road

heading to the gate of the palace.

Uponthe arrival of the motorcade
of His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik and President Abdul Fattah el
Sisi at the entrance of Al Alam Pal-
ace, the RGO band played a welcom-
ing tune to the accompaniment of
trumpets, as the motorcade entered
the courtyard of Al Alam Palace.

After that, His Majesty the Sul-
tan accompanied the President of
Egypt to the Dais of Honour where
the National Anthem of the Arab
Republic of Egypt was played,
while the artillery fired a 21-gun
salute for the guest.

Then, His Majesty the Sultan
shook hands with members of the
official delegation accompanying
the Egyptian President, welcom-
ingthem and wishingthem a pleas-
ant stay. On his turn, President Ab-
dul Fattah el Sisi shook hands with
some members of the Royal Fam-
ily, Chairman of the State Council,
ministers, commanders of the Sul-
tan’s Armed Forces (SAF) and the
Royal Oman Police (ROP).

After that, His Majesty the Sul-
tan and the guest proceeded to the
hall where they took Arabian coffee.

President Abdel Fattah el Sisi
is accompanied during his visit by
Sameh Shoukry, Foreign Minister,
Major General Staff Ahmed Mo-
hammed Ali,Chief of the President’s
Office, Dr. Hala El-Said, Minister of
Planning and Economic Develop-
ment, Major General Abbas Kamel,
Chief of the Intelligence Service,
Major General Mohsen Abdel Nabi,
Director of the Presidents Of-
fice, Major GeneralStaffMustafa
Shawkat, Commander of the Repub-
lican Guard Forces and Khalid Radi,
Ambassador of Egypt to Oman.

The visit will explore various
areas that serve the joint interests
and meet aspirations of their peo-
ples. It will also discuss a number
of topics of concern to the two
sidesinlight of the regional and in-
ternational developments. -ona
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Over 78,000 SMESs registered
in Oman till end of May 2022

MUSCAT: The total number of
small and medium enterprises
(SMEs) registered at the Author-
ity for Small and Medium Enter-
prises Development (ASMED)
increased by 46.9 percent to reach
78,089 till the end of May 2022
compared to 53,166 SMEs during
the same period in 2021.

Governorate of Musandam
According to the data released by
the National Centre for Statistics
and Information (NCSI)the Gov-
ernorate of Musandam recorded
the highest rate of increase of
100.5 percent.

This was followed by the Gov-
ernorate of Dhofar at 77.7 percent,
the Governorate of Al Wusta at
70.8 percent and the Governorate

of Al Dahirah by 32.8 percent.

Governorate of Muscat
The Governorate of Muscat regis-
tered the largest number of SMEs

till the end of May 2022 and
reached 26,374, followed by the
Governorate of North Al Batinah
at 12,030 and the Governorate of
A’Dakhiliyah at 8,821. —ona

Forum on urbanisation prospects held

SOHAR: A forum on the pros-
pects of urbanisation was held on
Monday in the Wilayat of Sohar,
Governorate of North Al Batinah.

The event was organised by
Oman Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (OCCI), the Gover-
norate of North Al Batinah.

The event was held under the
patronage of Eng. Badr Salim Al
Ma’amari, Secretary General of

the Tender Board.

Work papers presented
The forum includes several work
papers that cover various topics,
namely mechanisms of real estate
development and investments, as
well as the Development Strat-
egy for North Al Batinah, among
other topics.

— ONA
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Invitation to Tender

Dhofar Integrated Services Company S.A.O.C (DISC) invites
reputable contractor for carrying out following works in Dhofar Region.

DISC/Tender/2022/099
UNE - LOT 06H - 2022
Tender Fee RO. 52.500 Inclusive VAT (5%)
Note: Tenderer who wish to participate in the above tender should
collect the tender document from DISC's office or send an e-mail to
below mention mail id for tender document.

Experience The tenderers shall be registered electrical contractor with Distribution
Code Review Panel (DCRP) Oman (Minimum C-Grade for 11 kV jobs and
D-Grade for LV jobs) and should have performed similar UNE jobs in
Sultanate of Oman.

Bids to be attached along with valid “DCRP Registration Certificate” and
valid “CEP Authorized card copy issued by DISC” Shall only consider for
evaluation, Further, Tenderers will be evaluated as per the pre-qualification
criterion specified in the Tender documents.

Last date for issue of

tender documents
Bid clarification

pre bid clarification

Last date for submission of | 03:00 PM on 20" July 2022
bids
Any Queries Please Contact purchase@di:

Tenderers are requested to note that the bids accompanied with Tender Bond (1% of the
quoted bid price and having 90 days validity) shall only be considered for evaluation.

daoaoll wloaal Jlakh as
Dhofar Integrated Services Company
daoaoll loaal) jlak 64 pu

daoa0ll cloaAll ok a4 ui
Dhofar Integrated Services Company

Ndifia. QI

Al gadgy (F Sl | asagll lod | M1 s

ANV ilapimadl | fab dibslae -l a | e

P.O. Box: 2609. P.C.: 211, 23" July Street, behind West Salalah Health Center
Salalah, Sultanate of Oman - Toll Free: 80077700

= info@disc.nama.om & www.disc.nama.om
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eloi dcgano ols Ll 5an)
Member of Nama Group

Wait till
Thursday
June 30
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Four killed, hundreds injured as
bullfight stand collapses in Colombia

BOGOTA: Four people were killed
and hundreds were injured after a
stand collapsed during a bullfight
in Colombia, local authorities said
on Sunday.

The bullfight had been taking
place in the municipality of El
Espinal in the central Colombian
district of Tolima and the regional
health secretary Martha Palacios
said an 18-month-old baby was
among those who died.

What happened at the ring?
A three-story section of wooden
stands filled with spectators col-
lapsed, throwing dozens of people
to the ground.

“Four people are among the
dead at the present moment. Two
women, one man and one minor,”
Tolima governor Jose Ricardo
Orozco told Blu Radio.

“Around 30 people have been se-
riously injured... this is a prelimi-
nary report, injured people are still

being transferred,” the governor
added.

Orozco said the regional govern-
ment would move to ban “corrale-
jas,” where local residents engage
in amateur bullfighting.

Colombian newspaper El Tiem-

po reported that the bull from the
fight had escaped the ring and that
astate of alerthad been declared in
the municipality.

Local hospital overwhelmed
City council member Ivan Ferney

Rojas warned that the town’s hos-
pital and ambulance services were
severely under pressure.

“We need support from neigh-
boring hospitals and ambulances.
Many people are yet to receive
care,” he said.

Provincial civil defense director
Luis Fernando Velez told the local
Caracol broadcaster that no-one
remained trapped in the wreckage.
Several people reported as missing
have been found, he said.

Velez added that ambu-
lances had been sent from the
nearby cities of Ibague and Mel-
gar to help the injured, with El
Espinal’s hospital becoming over-
whelmed.

‘While around 30 people were in-
itially reported seriously injured,
late Sunday Tolima health sec-
retary Martha Palacios that 322
people had gone to local public and
private hospitals after the collapse
seeking treatment. ow

% 00

SHOP

% NOW

rafeeq.om

TIMES OF OMAN

Printed and published by:
Muscat Media Group
Post Box. 770,

Postal Code; 112

IMes

OF OMAN

il

Founder: Essa bin Mohammed Al Zedjali

Chairman / Editor-in-Chief; Mohamed Issa Al Zadjali
Deputy Editor-in-Chief: Anees bin Essa Al Zedjali
Chief Executive Officer; Ahmed Essa Al Zedjali

EDITORIAL: Telephone: 24726666, Fax: 24813153, E-mail: editor@timesofoman.com
ADVERTISING: Telephone: 24726666, Fax; 24812624, E-mail: advertising@timesofoman.com
GIRGULATION: Telephone: 24726666, Fax; 24818270, E-mail: circulation@timesofoman.com

South Korea still committed
to dialogue with North Korea

SEOUL: A South Korean min-
ister in charge of inter-Korean
affairs said Monday that the
country was still committed to
dialogue with the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea
(DPRK).

“We remain firmly committed
to addressing all inter-Korean
issues through dialogue,” South

call us on

99614066

FOR COST
EFFECTIVE
PALETTE
FURNITURE
SOLUTIONS

HAVE A
DESIGN
IN MIND?
WE CAN
MAKE IT
FOR YOU!

Contact us on 99614066 to make
customized palette furniture

Korean Unification Minister
Kwon Young-se told a press con-
ference with foreign correspond-
ents in Seoul. “In that sense, our
government will engage in con-
sistent efforts to achieve change
in the inter-Korean relations,
which are in a stalemate, through
the embracing of the path of dia-
logue,” said Kwon. ant

(57 nations unite to address
evolving global food crisis due
to Russia-Ukraine conflict

SCHLOSS ELMAU: The Group
of Seven (G7) leaders on Mon-
day held discussions on the
impact of Russia’s war on food
and energy supplies including
the global economy and said the
bloc is determined to support
Ukraine in producing and ex-
porting grain, oil, and other ag-
ricultural products as well as to
address the causes of the evolv-
ing global food crisis.

They called upon Russia to
cease, without condition, its at-
tacks on agricultural and trans-
port infrastructure and enable
free passage of agricultural ship-
ping from Ukrainian ports in the
Black Sea. “We are united and
determined to strongly support
Ukraine in producing and ex-
porting grain, oil, and other ag-
ricultural products and we will
foster coordinated initiatives that
promote global food security and
address the causes of the evolv-
ing global food crisis,” the Group
of Seven said in the statement on
Monday. In the G7 summit, lead-
ers were in consensus that Russia
bears enormous responsibility for
rising threats to global food secu-
rity as a result of the conflict.

“Russia’s unprovoked assault
on Ukraine - marked by bombing,
blockades, and theft - has severely
prevented Ukraine from export-
ing its agricultural products
and is hampering its production
capacity, leading to steep price
rises and increasing global food
insecurity for millions, especially
those most vulnerable, such as

women and children,” the Group
of Seven said in the statement.

“We urgently call on Russia to
cease, without condition, its at-
tacks on agricultural and trans-
port infrastructure and enable
free passage of agricultural ship-
ping from Ukrainian ports in the
Black Sea,” they said.

Ukraine is the “breadbasket of
Europe” supplying 10 per cent of
the world’s wheat, 12-17 per cent
of the world’s maize and half of
the world’s sunflower oil. Twen-
ty-five million tonnes of corn and
wheat - the entire annual con-
sumption of all the least devel-
oped countries - can’t be exported
and is currently at risk of rotting
in Ukrainian silos.

This problem is due to worsen
dramatically with July’s harvest.

Russia’s actions have driven
up prices in countries like the UK
and, while the UK is not directly
dependent on Ukrainian grain
exports, the ongoing blockade has
placed 47 million people around
the world on the brink of humani-
tarian disaster.

In addition to preventing grain
from leaving Ukraine via the
Black Sea - the route by which
96 per cent of Ukraine’s grain has
historically been exported, Rus-
sian attacks are disrupting rail
exports.

Not only is Russia prevent-
ing Ukraine from exporting
its grain, there is increasing
evidence that Russia is stealing
grain from Ukraine, smuggling
it over the border to sell and

boost Putin’s war coffers.

The leaders also agreed to fur-
ther strengthen Ukraine’s resil-
ience by expanding cooperation
in intelligence and information
sharing, information security, as
well as maritime security. “We
will continue supporting Ukraine
in defending its networks against
cyber incidents and expand our

cooperation in the fields of en-
ergy security, the safety and secu-
rity of nuclear material and

facilities, environmental, and
water use issues,” the statement
added. On the second day of the
summit in Elmau, the main focus
of the G7 heads of state and gov-
ernment will be continued sup-
port for Ukraine. On Sunday, the
Chancellor welcomed the heads
of state and government of the G7
to the summit under the German
presidency.

“We are united by our view
of the world. We are also united
by our belief in democracy and
the rule of law,” said Chancel-
lor Scholz at the beginning of the
summit.

In a first working session on
Sunday, the heads of state and
government of the G7 discussed
global economic issues.

“All G7 countries are concerned
about the crises that are currently
to be overcome -- falling growth
rates in some countries, rising in-
flation, shortages of raw materials
and disruption to supply chains.
These are no small challenges and
it is therefore important to share
responsibility,” said Scholz. ant
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Funeral held for
British journalist
murdered in

the Amazon

RIO DE JANEIRO: Family
members and friends paid their
last respects on Sunday to Brit-
ish journalist Dom Phillips,
who was murdered in the Ama-
zon earlier this month along
with Indigenous expert Bruno
Pereira.

Phillips’ wife Alessandra
Sampaio, siblings Sian and
Gareth, and brother-in-law

Paul Sherwood attended the
57-year-old’s funeral in Niteroi
near Rio de Janeiro.

He was conducting research
for a book on how to save the
Amazon rainforest when he
was murdered.

“Dom will be cremated in the
country he loved, Brazil, which
he had chosen as home,” Sam-
paio told reporters after his
funeral at the Parque da Colina
cemetery.

“I would like to express my
eternal gratitude to the Indig-
enous peoples, who are with
us as loyal guardians of life,

justice, and our forests,” she
added.

She revealed the couple had
been planning to adopt two
children from Brazil.

Sampaio said the family
would be paying close attention
to the murder of her husband
and his colleague, and thanked
the Indigenous people who

helped look for them.

“He was killed because he
tried to tell the world what was
happening to the rainforest and
its inhabitants,” said Phillips’
sister, Sian.

Outside the cemetery, some
people protested with signs
reading “Who ordered to kill
Dom and Bruno?”

How did the two men

go missing?

The disappearance of Phillips
and Pereira on June 5 sparked
an international outcry.

Phillips, 57, and Indigenous
expert Bruno Pereira, 41, were
killed on their boat on the
Itaquai River, near the entrance
of the Javari Valley Indigenous
Territory, which borders Peru
and Colombia.

Their remains were found in
the jungle roughly 10 days later.

Three fishermen from near-
by communities were arrested.
Two of them confessed to the
murders, according to the po-
lice. Five others who helped
hide the bodies have also been
identified.

Some activists have blamed
the killings on President Jair
Bolsonaro for allowing com-
mercial exploitation of the Am-
azon at the cost of the environ-
ment and law and order. ow
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Australia’s emissions rise in 2021: Report

CANBERRA: Australia’s green-
house gas emissions increased in
2021, government data has revealed.

According to the National
Greenhouse Gas Inventory update
for December 2021, which was pub-
lished on Monday, Australia pro-
duced 488 million tonnes of carbon
dioxide in 2021, an increase of 0.8
per cent from 483.9 million in 2020.

Emissions from the -electricity
sector fellby 4.2 per centduetoanin-
crease in renewable energy but were
offset by increases in transport and
manufacturing emissions as travel
increased. Agriculture emissions in-
creased 4.2 per cent as the industry
continued to recover from drought.

Chris Bowen, the minister for cli-
mate change and energy, said the data

reflected the former Coalition gov-
ernment’s failure on climate policy.
“Their failure to deliver proper
climate policy over a decade un-
dermines the great strides in emis-
sions reduction made through
household solar, the Renewable
Energy Target and state-based re-
newable schemes in the electricity
sector over recent years,” he said in

amediarelease.

“Good climate and energy policy
is good economic policy -- it doesn’t
rely on recession and drought for
short term and temporary emis-
sions reduction.”

Compared to 2005, the bench-
mark for Australia’s emissions
reduction targets, emissions were
down 214 per cent. ow
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England score 7-wicket
win over New Zealand

FC Barcelona unveil
Olympic gold inspired
away kit for 2022-23

Matty Potts also shined with a
brilliant 3/66. With this, New

LV= Insurance Test Series

Joe Root (86%) and
Jonny Bairstow (71%)
guided the hosts to
a thumping win
over the Kiwis

LEEDS : England Test team be-
gan the Stokes-McCullum era
with a dominant clean sweep
over New Zealand, with powerful
knocks from Joe Root (86*) and
Jonny Bairstow (71*) guiding the
hosts to a thumping seven-wicket
win over the Kiwis in the final
Test at Headingley in Leeds on
Monday.

England were at their domi-
nant best in the match. Though
New Zealand set a challenging
296 runs to win, the English bat-
ters responded with some beauti-
ful hitting, sealing the match by
seven wickets and the series by
margin of 3-0.

Chasing 296, England was not
off the finest start, opener Alex

England v Ngw Zealand ",!=

g

Lees was run out for just 9 at the
team’s score of 17. Zak Crawley
and Ollie Pope resumed the chase
for England. Their promising
stand was cut short at 34-runs af-
ter Crawley was dismissed for 25
by spinner Michael Bracewell af-
ter being caught by skipper Kane
Williamson.

From then on, Ollie Pope and
Joe Root took complete control
of England innings. The duo hit
the bowlers around the park. Pope
and Root continued their good
run in the series, getting to their
half-centuries.

The 134-run stand between the
duo ended after Southee clean
bowled Pope for 82 off 108 with
12 fours.

With England 185/3, The duo

of Root and Jonny Bairstow was
at the crease. Root kept one end
steady while Bairstow continued
his explosive run in the second
innings as well, bringing his half-
century in just 30 balls.

The duo stitched a quickfire
111-run stand, earning their side a
seven-wicket win, with Root (86%)
and Bairstow scoring an explosive
71 off just 44 balls.

Earlier in the innings, New
Zealand were bundled out for 326.
The duo of Daryl Mitchell (56)
and wicketkeeper-batter Tom
Blundell (88%) once again shined
for the Kiwis. Tom Latham also
scored a valuable 76.

Spinner Jack Leach was the
star for England with the ball,
taking 5/66 while medium-pacer

Zealand gained a 295-run lead,
giving English a target of 296 runs
to complete the clean sweep.

In the second innings, Eng-
land had scored 360/10. Jonny
Bairstow struck a delightful 162
while debutant Jamie Overton
stole the show with a brilliant 97,
stitching a vital 241-run stand
with Bairstow which revived
England’s fortunes in the match
after Boult reduced them to 55/6
initially.

The pace duo of Trent Boult
(4/104) and Tim Southee (3/100)
shined for the Kiwis in the second
innings. But at this point, England
had gained a 31-run lead in the
match.

Spinner Jack Leach stole the
show in the first innings as well,
taking 5/100. Stuart Broad also
took a great 3/62.

Jack Leach was adjudged as the
‘Man of the Match’ for his bril-
liant 10-wicket haul. Joe Root was
named as the Man of the Series.
He scored 396 runs in the series.

Brief Scores: England 360 and
296/3 in 54.2 overs (Joe Root 86%,
Ollie Pope 82, Tim Southee 1/68)
defeated New Zealand 329 and
326. -ona
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BARCELONA: FC Barcelona has
unveiled its second strip for the
2022/23 season, which, like the
first, is inspired by the Olympics.

This one focuses on some of
the most iconic elements of the
Games, such as the Olympic rings
and gold medals, the most treas-
ured of all Olympic items and
which athletes from all over the
world strive to win. Hence, the
colour of gold is the absolute pro-
tagonist of the new design, which
also includes the pattern of the
map of Barcelona, highlighting the
Eixample, Montjuic and Barcelon-
eta in homage to the 1992 Games
while the trim at the end of the
sleeves features the colours of the
five Olympic rings.

The golden colour also sym-
bolises all the values that go into
winning an Olympic gold medal,
such as tenacity, ambition, effort
and the constant quest for self-
improvement, and also how gold
medal winning athletes set the
standard for others to aspire to.

FC Barcelona also wanted the
second strip to be a special nod to
the women’s football team, which
in recent years has gone on a jour-
ney that embodies all these values.

Kohli, the right
man to lead India
in the final test

Anis Sajan, Vice Chairman,
Danube Group

Indian team is already in
England to finish the last
test match which could not
take place in 2021 due to few
players of Indian team test-
ing positive.

A lot has changed in one
year’s time with Virat Kohli
stepping down as test cap-
tain after he was axed as
ODI captain.

Rohit Sharma was made
the captain and KL Rahul is
his deputy. Now, with Rohit
Sharma testing positive and
KL Rahul unavailable for
the last test at Birmingham,
who will captain team India
in the deciding test match?

There have been talks
that Jasprit Bumrah might
be handed over the cap-
taincy. Some say it might be
Rishab Pant. Both players
are vital cog of the Indian
team and are the X factors
if India has to win the game.
‘Why would you put them in
a spot to lead India in a test
match which can decide
which way the series will go.

World Cup

England have been playing
a different brand of cricket
this summer under new
captain Ben Stokes and
recently appointed coach
Brendon McCullum which
is fearless and Gungo ho
type similar to what they
played under Eoin Mor-
gan in the ODI which made
them win the World Cup in
2019.

The fear of losing is not
there and they are taking
the attack to the opposition
and New Zealand just could
not cope up with this new
approach. England have
already won the test series
and made a clean sweep of
the test series.

So who is the best man
to take the rampaging team

M s

England on their home turf?
You don’t have to look any-
where when you have Virat
Kohli in the team whose
aggressive approach is un-
matched and unparalleled.
He is the one who changed
the way India played test
cricket and won 40 test
matches with his aggressive
style of captaincy.

His style had rubbed on
his team mates and India
always played to win and
never feared losing.

But will Virat Kohli agree
to lead the side after step-
ping down? That’s the big
question as he is still feeling
hurt after he was removed
as ODI captain which lead
him to step down as test
captain after the South Af-
rica series.

But this is the best op-
portunity for the selectors
and Virat Kohli to have a di-
rect conversation and bury
the hatchet. Time heals all
wounds and who knows Vi-
rat Kohli might agree and
lead the team.

Irrespective of the out-
come of this all important
test match if Indian selec-
tors and Virat Kohli can
keep team India forward, it
would be a win-win situa-
tion for a nation which eats,
sleeps and breathes cricket.

In the last two seasons, the team
won a historic treble including
their first-ever UEFA Champions
League title, and this season not
only won the domestic treble but
also set two consecutive world re-
cords for attendance at a women’s
football match, filling the Camp
Nou for the quarter-final of the
Champions League against Real
Madrid and doing so again for the
semi-final against Wolfsburg.

Like the home kit, the Barca’s
away strip is also being present-
ed under the tagline ‘The Flame
Lives On’, evoking the way that the
Olympic spirit that drove the city
of Barcelona into a new era is still
burning and a part of the everyday
lives of men and women in the Cat-
alan capital. an

Formula

One pushing
tonet zero
carbon target
by 2030

LONDON: Development of a
100% sustainable fuel, slashing
the use of single-use plastics
and reviewing travel and freight
logistics - these are some of the
things Formula 1 is working on
as part of its commitment to be
net-zero carbon by 2030.

Three years ago, as part of a
wider sustainability strategy,
F1 set ambitious targets and
have since been working with
the 10 teams, race promoters,
partners, suppliers, broadcast-
ers and the FIA to reduce the
sport’s carbon footprint. Al-
ready F1 has reduced its car-
bon footprint through remote
broadcast operations, which
has enabled the company to re-
duce freight, while redesigned
freight containers mean more
efficient aircraft can be used to
transport the equipment.

F1 offices are now using
100% renewable energy, with
the company earning the high-
est sustainability management
accreditation (3*) awarded by
the FIA. Following the suc-
cessful introduction of E10 fuel
this season - comprising 10%
ethanol, which will reduce CO2
emissions overall - F1 is work-
ing with partner Aramco and all
the major fuel manufacturers
in F1to develop a100% sustain-
able fuel to be introduced with a
new engine formula in 2026.

It will be a drop-in fuel, so-
called because it can be used
in the same form in road cars
in normal internal combustion
engines. F1 will work closely
with F2 and F3 to trial the sus-
tainable fuels. Looking ahead,
there are plans to build future
F1 calendars to improve freight
and travel logistics so the sport
is moving more efficiently
around the world.

“Carbon reduction measures
for fans travelling to F1 events
are being investigated, while
more efficient travel arrange-
ments will be assessed,” For-
mula 1in a statement said. ant
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OMAN CRUDE PRICE RISES

The price of Oman oil has increased,
with prices for delivery by August 2022
reaching $110.26, said Dubai Mercantile
Exchange (DME). The DME statement
said that the price of Oman oil rose by

$3.75 from the price of Friday, which was

$106.51. - ona

Aramco aims
to accelerate

low-carbon Times News Servi d £ 230,000 . . .
W B and will adopt cutting-edge wre  THIS €CO-friendly project
energy ]:'esea]:'(:h MUSCAT: Sur Industrial City, af- recycling technologies. “The tyre

DHAHRAN: Saudi Arabian Oil
Company (Aramco) inaugurated
the Aramco Research Centre at
KAUST (ARC KAUST), which
aims to accelerate the develop-
ment of low-carbon solutions
for the energy industry using ad-
vanced analytics.

Strategically located within the
King Abdullah University of Sci-
ence and Technology (KAUST),
the newly established research
hub deploys artificial intelligence
and machine learning to develop
innovative ways to advance low-
carbon solutions and enable a cir-
cular carbon economy:.

The inauguration ceremony
was attended by Aramco Senior
Vice President Upstream, Nasir
K. Al-Naimi, KAUST Vice Presi-
dent of Innovation and Econom-
ic Development, Dr Kevin Cul-
len and senior executives from
SABIC, Dow and PetroRabigh.

Aramco Chief Technology Of-
ficer Eng. Ahmad Al-Khowaiter
said, “The Aramco Research
Center at KAUST offers a unique
opportunity to strengthen our
collaboration with KAUST and
accelerate the development of
cutting-edge technologies that
will contribute to a low-carbon
future. Today energy companies
face the dual challenge of deliver-
ing sustainability and reliability.
The critical research undertaken
at this new facility will help us
meet our obligations to custom-
ers and energy consumers world-
wide, while also supporting our
ambition of reaching operational
net-zero emissions by 2050.”

ARC KAUST researchers,
engineers and scientists intend
to develop new technologies in
carbon capture, low-carbon hy-
drogen/ammonia, non-metal-
lics, e-fuels. -spa
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MSX INDEX ENDS LOWER

The MSX index closed at 4,116.95 points,
down by 0.04 per cent from the previous
close. The Sharia Index ended up by

0.05 per cent at 451.5 points. Vision
Insurance, up 4.76 per cent, was the top
gainer while Oman Chromite, down 9.89
per cent, was the top loser.

Pact inked to set up OMR83mn tyre recycling plant

filiated with the Public Establish-
ment for Industrial Estates (Ma-
dayn), has signed an investment
contract with Al Fairuz Projects
and Investments, to establish a
rubber powder production plant
with an investment value touching
OMRS3 million for phase one of
the project.

Eng. Abdulgadir bin Salim Al
Balushi, Director-General of Sur
Industrial City, stated that this
eco-friendly project will be devel-

recycling project is expected to
generate 212 job opportunities, of
which 75 per cent will be for Oma-
nis,” Al Balushi informed.

Eng. Ahmed bin Mohamed
Washah, Executive Director of the
project, pointed out that the rub-
ber powder production plant will
be beneficial for the manufacturing
industries that use biofuel and car-
bon, as they will be extracted utilis-
ing advanced and environmentally
friendly technology rather than

will be developed on an area
0f230,000 sqm

harmful tyre burning.

The project establishment
phase is expected to commence
during the last quarter of the
current year, and the two-year
planned construction phases will
kick off in the first half of next year.
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& LEADERSHIP:
FOR A DIGITAL FUTURE
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i OERLive Conference, the leading technology forum, provides a platform for corporate leaders, technologists and
Where Great Minds Meet

policymakers in Oman to exchange ideas about the future of digital advancements. The Live Event is curated to power
businesses in their digital transformation journey, in line with Oman Vision 2040 of a knowledge-based economy.
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Index Low Value Prev. Value.......... VD oo Diff %

MSX 30 INDEX 4,108.67 4,116.95 4,118.76 -1.81 -0.04

FINANCIAL INDEX . 6,595.27 6,605.91 6,642.16 -36.26 -0.55

Industry Inde: 5775.19.... ...5,733.37 5,773.61 5,767.03 6.59 0.11
8 T D C K Services INAeX .......oo.oeveeveeeereerenrenennns 1,567.28.... ...1,553.62 1,564.32 1,553.62 10.70 0.69

MSX Shariah Index 453.07 450.09 451.50 451.30 0.21 0.05
EX C H AN G E MSX TR INDEX ..o 5,205.28 ..o 5,179.19 5,189.62 5,191.90 2.28 004

FINANCIAL TRIDX....cooooererreereern 6,953.24 .............. 6,901.20 6,912.34 6,950.28 -37.94 -0.55

SERVICES TR IDX 1,620.53 1,606.41 1,61747 1,606.41 11.06 0.69

INDUSTRIAL TR IDX, 5,993.67 5,950.28 5,992.04 5,985.21 6.84 0.11

Trading Summary

Volume ... ... Turnover .. Market Cap. Up. Down

3,559,537 510,813 223 18,180,346,800 3 11 16 30

Vision Insurance, up 4.76 per cent, was the

top gainer while Oman Chromite, down 9.89

SHARE PRICE BULLETIN FOR MONDAY, JUNE 27

ISIN. SECURITY NAME. VOLUME........... s TURNOVER .o TRADE.......... OPEN PRICE............ L1111 W— {11 [R— CLOSEPA. ........ PREV. CLOSE...c.. DIFF (RD) .o {1173 TR— (1111 F— LAST BID . LAST OFFER.ccec PAR VALUE........ MARKET GAP
per cent, was the top loser REGULAR MARKET
OMO0000001749.......... OMAN CEMENT 410,230 0.254. 0.24:

MUSCAT: The MSX index
closed at 4,116.95 points, down by
0.04 per cent from the previous
close. The Sharia Index ended up
by 0.05 per cent at 451.5 points.
Vision Insurance, up 4.76 per
cent, was the top gainer while
Oman Chromite, down 9.89 per
cent, was the top loser. Shares
of Bank Muscat were the most
active in terms of the number of
shares traded as well as in terms
of turnover.

A total number of 478 trades
were executed during the day’s
trading session, generating a
turnover of OMR2.28 million,
with more than 9.24 million
shares changing hands.

Out of 50 traded securities, 16
advanced, 19 declined, and 15 re-
mained unchanged.

At the session close, GCC &
Arab investors were net buyers
for OMR610,000 while domes-
tic investors were net sellers for
OMR453,000, followed by for-
eign investors for OMR156,000
worth of shares.

Financial Index closed at
6,605.91 points, down 0.55 per
cent. Prices of Vision Insurance,
Global Financial Investments,
Ahli Bank and Muscat Finance
were up by 4.76 per cent, 3.18 per

cent, 1.7 per cent and 1.54 per cent
respectively. Prices of HSBC Bank
Oman, Takaful Oman, Al Anwar
Investment, DIDIC and Oman &
Emirates Investment were down
by 4.48 per cent, 4.26 per cent,
3.85 per cent, 3.7 per cent and 1.19
per cent respectively.

Industrial Index closed at
5,773.62 points, up 0.11 per cent.
Prices of National Aluminium,
Oman Cement, Al Maha Ceram-
ics and Al Anwar Ceramics were
up by 3.75 per cent, 3.25 per cent,
0.79 per cent, 048 per cent respec-
tively. Prices of Oman Chromite,
Oman Fisheries, Construction
Materials, Galfar Engineering and
Dhofar Cattle Feed were down by
9.89 per cent, 3.85 per cent, 2.6
per cent, 1.91 per cent and 1.25 per
cent respectively.

Services Index was up by
0.69 per cent before closing at
1,564.32 points. Prices of Musan-
dam Power, Ooredoo, Oman Oil
Marketing, Shell Oman Market-
ing and Al Jazeera Services were
up by 3.9 per cent, 3.13 per cent,
2.5 per cent, 2.5 per cent, and 1.5
per cent respectively.

Prices of OIFC and Oman Tel-
ecom were down by 1.67 per cent
and 0.46 per cent respectively. —

United Securities
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Summit highlights consumer-driven
manufacturing, connected services

MUSCAT: Oman Economic Re-
view (OER) organised the Manu-
facturing Summit and Awards
2022, themed ‘Smart Manufactur-
ing: Enhancing competitiveness,
innovation and transformation’.
The eventfocused on consumer-
driven manufacturing, connected
services, smart factories, industry
4.0, the digital economy, sustain-
ability, hyper-automation, real-
time performance monitoring,
lead time compression (order-to-
cash), speed up a time to market,
supply chain cost and reliability
(inventory turns and cash conver-
sion cycles), eliminating profit
leaks across the value chain, lev-
eraging data and analytics for su-
perior customer insights, educat-
ing and up-skilling in quality and
lean manufacturing practices, as
well as improving quality levels to
achieve world-class performance.
The summit’s opening ceremo-
ny was held under the patronage of

Dr Saleh Said Masn, Undersecre-
tary of the Ministry of Commerce,
Industry and Investment Promo-
tion for Commerce and Industry.
Dr Saleh reiterated the impor-

tance of this summit which high-
lights the manufacturing sector in
Oman and encourages the private
sector to exert more efforts in this
field, which is one of the main lu-

crative sectors targeted by Oman
Vision 2040.

The first panel discussion is ti-
tled ‘Manufacturing: Enhancing
Competitiveness and Transfor-
mation’ and will focus on the topic
of increasing the competitiveness
of Oman’s manufacturing sec-
tor, promoting exports, ensuring
supply chain reliability, attract-
ing FDI and adopting Industry 4.0
practices.

The second panel discussion is
titled ‘Manufacturing: A key ena-
bler of Oman Vision 2040’ to deep
dive into unlocking the potential of
manufacturing for Oman’s future.

A workshop on digital and smart
manufacturing was held on the
sidelines of the summit. The work-
shop aims to raise awareness on
emerging themes in smart manu-
facturing and learning diagnostic
tools to assess readiness, as well as
opportunity areas for smart manu-
facturing. -ona

Bank Muscat reaffirms importance of
MSME sector in economic development

MUSCAT: Figures released by
the National Centre for Statistics
and Information at the end-2021
show that over 60,000 MSMEs
(Micro, Small and Medium En-
terprises) are registered with the
Small and Medium Enterprises

is also extended through non-
financial services in the areas of
education, coaching, networking
opportunities and workshops.

In 2022, the bank organised a
3-day Ramadan Souq at its Head
Office in partnership with the

debit cards. In addition to finan-
cial support, Najahi also provided
highly supportive non-financial
services to MSMEs through pro-
grammes such as the Najahi Talks
seminars and the Maharat Min
Google digital marketing course

Development Authority. SMEs Development Authority to for entrepreneurs.
With MSMEs playing a major support over 120 SMEs. Earlier in
role in job creation and economic 2021, a free VAT Registration and Digital banking

development, Bank Muscat, the
leading financial services provider
in the Sultanate, continues to ex-
tend strong support to the sector
in line with the ambitious goals of
Oman Vision 2040. Recently, the
bank celebrated the United Nations
designated Micro, Small and Medi-
um-sized Enterprises Day on June
27 to help raise further awareness
of'the sector’s contribution.
Speaking on the occasion,
Ahmed Faqir Al Balushi, Chief

—

products and services form valu-
able benchmarks in the financial
services sector in the Sultan-
ate. The bank’s Al Wathbah and
Najahi units provide businesses
much-needed financial and non-
financial support based on their

an Advisory desk were also organ-
ised at the Head Office to benefitits
large number of SME customers.
Bank Muscat has also previously
launched various other initiatives
to benefit entrepreneurs includ-
ing the Al Wathbah Academy and
Al Wathbah Businesswomen’s
Forum. Al Wathbah Academy
was launched by the bank in 2013
as part of its Social Responsibil-
ity initiative to equip Omani youth
with self-employment skills and

Bank Muscat’s Corporate Inter-
net Banking services provide
a fast, convenient and secure
banking experience for MSMEs
control their finances 24x7. Avail-
able in both Arabic and English
language options, the Corporate
Online Banking platform can be
used by Al Wathbah and Najahi
customers for real-time banking,
fund transfers to local or foreign
accounts, bill payments and bulk
payments to vendors.

'H.'F.'Hu /| Banking Officer, Bank Muscat, specific needs.” to strengthen the role of SMEs in The bank’s processes and tech-
mﬂm 1 + White Tap said: “Bank Muscat is delighted to economic development. nology are designed to drive pro-
e DispenserS focus attention on the important Tailor-made solutions Meanwhile, the bank’s retail spective corporate transaction re-

+ Tap Dispenser/ role played by MSMEs in Oman and services enterprises unit (Najahi) was quirements and ensure the future

o Hot s Cold ::r::?':::; by celebrating the Interr.la.ttioyal The bank’s Al Wathbah SME c.ie- the ﬁrst to la‘unch collateral-frge readiness of busjnesses ‘to adapt
Dispenser R T Day for .MSM.ES. Facilitating pa.rtrnent offgrs a comprehens1ye lendmg. to micro apd small busi- and become agile, resﬂl.ent. and
financial inclusion, the bank’s suite of tailor-made financial nesses in Oman. Since its launch digitally-mature organisations.

+ + various products and services solutions and non-financial ser- in 2014, Najahi has proventobea Bank Muscat’s digital solutions
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for MSMEs have been helping
to overcome hurdles and chart
successful ventures with proper
planning, financial discipline and
prudent management. Early on,
Bank Muscat identified the op-
portunities and challenges faced
by this vital segment to develop
a relevant suite of products and
services. Today, Bank Muscat’s

vices targeted at SMEs. Credit
facilities, both funded and non-
funded, are available to all sectors.
Al Wathbah provides a wide range
of financial solutions to SMEs in-
cluding a range of short-term and
long-term loans, working capital
facilities, guarantees, a range of
Corporate Debit, Credit and Pur-
chase cards etc. Further support

major support for the generation
of new jobs and economic diver-
sification. It is a matter of great
pride that Najahi loans have been
extended to customers in over 50
different lines of business. Najahi
offers a range of products to micro
and small businesses including
flexible and collateral-free loans,
current accounts, credit cards and

and services are boosted by its
new Corporate Banking website,
which provides direct links to ser-
vices and solutions including Cor-
porate Online Banking, business
loans and solutions, trade finance,
agency and custody services, sec-
toral insights and eApplications
for various trade solutions and
other banking services.
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ACCORDING TO A
RECENT STUDY,
HAVING A PORTABLE
AIR CLEANER AT

HOME CAN HELP IN
REDUCING THE IMPACT
OF AIR POLLUTION ON
CHILDREN’S BRAIN
DEVELOPMENT.

90%

of the world’s population
breathes air with
particulate matter
concentrations above the
WHO guidelines.

Study results indicate
that reducing exposure
to air pollution during
pregnancy could improve
children’s cognitive
development around the
world.

AIR POLLUTION
REDUGTION RELPS IN
BRAIN DEVELOPENT
OF GHILDREN

he findings of the

research were pub-

lished in the jour-

nal ‘Environmental
Health Perspectives’. Simon
Fraser University research-
ers collaborated with U.S.
and Mongolian scientists to
study the benefits of using
air filters to reduce expo-
sure to air pollution during
pregnancy and assessed the
impact on children’s intelli-
gence.

The researchers note that
their randomized controlled
trial is the first study of its
kind to document the im-
pacts of air pollution reduc-
tion on cognition in children.

Beginning in 2014, the
team recruited 540 pregnant
women in Ulaanbaatar, Mon-
golia to participate in the Ul-
aanbaatar Gestation and Air
Pollution Research (UGAAR)
study. Ulaanbaatar has some
of the worst air quality in
the world, well-exceeding
guidelines set by the World
Health Organization (WHO).

The women were Iless
than 18 weeks into their
pregnancies and non-smok-
ers who had not previously
used air filtering devices
in their homes. They were
randomly assigned to ei-
ther the control or interven-
tion group. The intervention
group was provided with
one or two HEPA filter air
cleaners and encouraged
to run the air cleaners con-
tinuously for the duration
of their pregnancies. The air
cleaners were removed from
the home once the child was
born.

The researchers later
measured the children’s
full-scale intelligence quo-
tient (FSIQ) at four years of
age using the Weschler Pre-
school and Primary Scale of
Intelligence.

They found that the chil-
dren born to mothers who
had used the air cleaners
had an average FSIQ that
was 2.8-points higher than
the group that did not use
an air cleaner during preg-
nancy.

“These results, combined
with evidence from previ-
ous studies, strongly impli-
cate air pollution as a threat
to brain development,” says
Ryan Allen, professor of en-
vironmental health in SFU’s
Faculty of Health Sciences.
“But the good news is that
reducing exposure has clear
benefits”

Children in the interven-
tion group also had signifi-
cantly greater average ver-
bal comprehension index
scores, which is consistent
with results from previous
observational studies. The
research suggests that a
child’s verbal skills may be
particularly sensitive to air
pollution exposure.

More than 90 percent
of the world’s population
breathes air with particulate
matter concentrations above
the WHO guidelines. The re-
searchers suggest the pop-
ulation-level impact of air
pollution on brain develop-
ment could be substantive
even if the individual-level
effects are modest.

Their study results indi-
cate that reducing exposure
to air pollution during preg-
nancy could improve chil-
dren’s cognitive develop-
ment around the world.

“Air pollution is every-
where, and it is preventing
children from reaching their
full potential” adds Allen.
“Air cleaners may provide
some protection, but ulti-
mately the only way to pro-
tect all children is to reduce
emissions.” -am
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Air pollutionis
everywhere, and it is
preventing children
from reaching their

full potential. Air
cleaners may provide
some protection, but
ultimately the only way
to protect all children is
fo reduce emissions.
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OMAN SAIL

MUSCAT: Five members of
Oman Sail’s youth sailing team
will compete in Optimist World
Championship 2022. Organised
by the B. B. Bodrum Sailing Club
and Turkish Sailing Federation,
under the authority of the Inter-
national Optimist Dinghy Asso-
ciation (IODA), the team will be
part of a fleet of 286 sailors repre-
senting 62 countries when racing
gets underway from 27 June to 7
July 2022.

Alongside coach Suhail Al
Mayahi and Team Leader Ab-
dulaziz Al Shidi, the team of Ibra-
him Al Bulushi, Hood Al Nofli,
Hasan Al Wahaibi, Abdul Rahman
Al Hadi and Tamim Al Balushi
will be aiming to put their prepa-
rations into practice. Oman Sail’s
Head of Youth Sailing Pathway,
Mohsin Al Busaidi, the first Arab
to sail non-stop around the world,
will also be travelling to Bodrum
to represent the nation.

Abdulaziz Al Shidi, Optimist
Team Leader, said, “The Optimist
World Championships are the
pinnacle for young sailors in this
class and we are confident that
our team will be able to perform at
their very best. This is an impor-
tant step in their journey as sailors
and it will be a great experience to
sail with, learn from and compete
against sailors in their age group
from around the world.”

Suhail Al Mayahi, Oman Sail
Youth Coach, said, “The World
Championships in Bodrum mark
the start of a busy period for our
young squad but we have prepared
well, trained hard and made pro-

Oman Sail’s youth sailing
team will be part of a fleet
of 286 sailors representing
62 countries when racing
gets underway from 27 June
fo 7 July 2022.

gress throughout the season al-
ready. Conditions will be excellent
and it will be a strong fleet of the
best Optimist sailors in the world,
and a good test for us as we look to
develop well-rounded and skilled
athletes and gain experience in a
competitive environment.”

Following the Optimist World
Championships in Tirkiye, the
team will head to Senderborg,
Denmark, for the Optimist Eu-
ropean Championships from 30
July-6 August.
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'SAI'S YOUTH TEAM HEADS
TO TURKIYE FOR THE OPTIMIST
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 2022

TIMES OF OMAN




TIMES OF OMAN TUESDAY, JUNE 28, 2022 ‘ B7

PURTS

g . 0 Y ‘

Jmeb Al

Ia mﬂﬁ%@&%

A FITTING VENUE FOR A GRAND EVENT

Pankaj K Sharma
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DOHA: The iconic Khalifa Inter-
national stadium is all geared up to
host Qatar World Cup 22 matches.
Rising like a Phoenix from the oth-

erwise mellow surroundings, the ThE hUQE STH[IILIm IS
colourful lights during the nights

present a brilliant spectacle to the reﬂﬂv 10 HGGEIJI lhE

eyes. The huge stadium isready to L .
accept the world’s biggest sport- WUrld S b|ggEST SIJUHIHQ

ing event and the fans with an . 3 A
oper heart event and the fans with 2% -vﬁf‘i&ﬁg‘v

With surrounding areas sim- - \
mering at over 45 degrees Celsius, dn UDE" hEaH ‘ %
the temperature drops by more
than 25 degrees Celsius the mo-
ment you enter the stadium. Giant
blowers installed at the stadia take
care of the summer heat. One feels
quite comfortable inside the sta-
dium and the green turf seems al-
most ready to hold the month-long
world cup extravaganza.

This man-made facility is some-
thing sort of a miracle as no one
had expected that temperature
inside an open stadium can be
controlled through -cutting-edge
technological tools.

But engineers have made it
possible. A dress rehearsal of the
opening extravaganza was pre-
sented at a gala dinner organised
by the Qatar Airways at the sta-
dium. The breathtaking fireworks
were simply majestic. It gave a
glimpse of the show in store. Lo-
cal citizens also gave a stupen-
dous performance and brought
alive their rich heritage, apart
from two great violin shows by for-
eign artistes.

The entire show was planned
to perfection with the guests giv-
ing a huge round of applause to the
artistes. But the performance of
Jennifer Lopez was like an icing
on the cake. She sang some beau-
tiful songs from her chartbusters
that everyone left their seat and
started grooving on her numbers.
In the excitement to watch the
Lopez show, many people ran on to
the stadium pitch who were later
cautioned by the organisers to im-
mediately leave the zone.
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NNMC Speciality Hospitals in
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Ghubra

and Al Hail achieve JCI Accreditation

The JCI accreditation
reiterates NMC’s
constant endeavour
to provide the
patients with the
highest quality of
care and to ensure
patient safety in each

aspect

MUSCAT: NMC Healthcare
Oman has announced that both
NMC Speciality Hospitals - Ghu-
bra and Al Hail have officially re-
ceived accreditation from Joint
Commission International (JCI)

houbra  épell

OO0

00 @ 72

- the Gold standard recognition in
the healthcare sector for best prac-
tices in quality and patient safety.

The JCI accreditation reiterates
NMC’s constant endeavour to pro-
vide the patients with the highest
quality of care and to ensure pa-
tient safety in each aspect.

What is JCI?

JCI is the international arm of the
Joint Commission for Accredita-
tion of Healthcare Organisations

(JCAHO), USA.Itis one of the old-
est and largest standards-setting
and accrediting bodies in health-
care that evaluates more than
20,000 organisations and inspires
them to excel in providing safe and
effective care.

The JCI standards focus on ar-
eas that directly impact patient
care such as patient experience
and feedback, infection control,
patient and family rights and pa-
tient awareness initiatives.

Al Hail

RN}

What is the impact of JCI?

To be accredited, the hospital
is evaluated on more than 1200
standard elements in areas like
medical expertise, staff qualifi-
cations, efforts to improve the
quality of services, facilities man-
agement and safety and organisa-
tional leadership. This not only
offers the hospital its health re-
port but also helps the hospital to
come to the same level of health-
care delivery as the hospitals in

Oman Health Conference from September 26-28

MUSCAT: The demand for
healthcare facilities and medical
supplies has drastically increased
in the Sultanate of Oman, as the
nation witnessed a rapid recovery
from the COVID-19 pandemic.

To give impetus to the health-
care industry, the 13th edition of
the Oman Health Exhibition &
Conference (OHEC) will be held
in person from September 26-28
at the Oman Convention & Exhibi-
tion Centre, Muscat, Oman.

OHEC is Oman’s leading exhibi-
tion and conference for the health
and medical sector providing a
networking and business-centric
event platform for professionals
from the hospital infrastructure,
pharmaceuticals, healthcare,
medical supplies, medical tour-
ism, medical technology, labora-
tory equipment, instruments and
services, international hospitals,
health, and medical centres. The
event will welcome more than 150
local and international participat-
ing companies from the Czech Re-
public, Iran, India, Oman, Poland,
Thailand, Turkey, and UAE and
over 5,000 healthcare profession-
als and buyers from across Oman
and the Middle East region dur-
ing three days of networking and
knowledge exchange sessions.

Despite the recent challenges
caused by the spread of COVID-19,
the pandemic provided an op-

Attractive.

portunity to expand the existing
healthcare system and adapt a re-
silient approach. Some of the ma-
jor factors responsible for Oman’s
rapid and efficient response in
curbing the pandemic were the ex-
pansion of the healthcare system
and an efficient vaccination cam-
paign. As outlined in the Oman
Vision 2040, health is a national
priority leading to remarkable ad-
vances in the sector.

The rising investment in the
public and private medical sector
in the Sultanate is witnessed with
the opening of the SQU Cancer
Centre, Hematology Centre, Min-
istry of Health Diabetic Centre,
Oncology Centre, Hyperbaric Oxy-
gen Therapy Centre, Cardiac Cen-

tre, Genetic Centre at The Royal
Hospital, IVF Centre at Khoula
Hospital, and similar centres in
other governorates of Oman.
Ashley Roberts, General Man-
ager, CONNECT - the Organ-
iser of Oman Health Exhibition
& Conference in partnership with
the Ministry of Health Oman
states, “COVID-19 pandemic has
resulted in realising the impor-
tance of investing in the sound
healthcare system. With advance-
ments in healthcare technology,
increasing awareness of personal
fitness and wellness, and the im-
portance of pre-emptive meas-
ures to address health-related
issues, Oman Health Exhibition
& Conference is set to highlight

the demand for healthcare and
innovative technologies. In three
days of business networking and
knowledge exchange in a face-to-
face environment, the event will
facilitate the industry to recon-
nect and collaborate for the devel-
opment of the industry.”

In addition to the exhibition
showcase, the Oman Health Con-
ference will continue to present
fresh insights into the evolution
of health and medical sectors post
COVID-19. The free-to-attend
conference is organised by the
Oman Medical Association in
partnership with the Oman Min-
istry of Health where renowned
speakers, policymakers, practi-
tioners, academicians, research-
ers, advocacy groups, influential
policymakers and industry experts
will participate to discuss policies,
and public health challenges and
solutions in a global context. The
highly acclaimed conference will
facilitate discussions on a wide
range of topics related to improv-
ing health at all levels through
collaboration and open dialogues.
Industry stalwarts specialising in
the field of medical science will ad-
dressthe latest findings to improve
research, education, healthcare,
and policy outcomes in the region;
and discuss opportunities, chal-
lenges, and solutions to grow the
healthcare industry.

MUSCAT: Suhail Bahwan Au-
tomobiles (SBA) has announced
a low EMI on the Nissan Altima
model known for its excellent
drive, superior handling, fuel ef-
ficiency and thoughtful technol-
ogy solutions. Customers can now
avail of an exceptionally low EMI
rate of OMR 123 (terms and condi-
tions apply). Starting EMI is cal-
culated on the price of the SV vari-
ant with a 20% down payment, and
a 3% rate of interest for 10 years
loan tenure through Bank Muscat.
Subject to credit approvals.
Nissan Altima is cherished by
owners in Oman for its good looks,
a striking exterior, colour range,
spaciousness and fashionable in-
terior. A senior official of Nissan
Oman said, “We are delighted to
offer low EMI on a model that of-

the western countries are.

Speaking on JCI accreditation,
Dr Deep Makkar, Group Gen-
eral Manager, NMC Healthcare
Oman said, “NMC Healthcare
had commenced operations five
years back in Muscat; and within
this short period, we are one of
the most recognized and sought-
after healthcare providers in
Muscat, serving patients across
the nationalities. We have always
focused on advanced technology
and international standards of
clinical care combined with the
highest levels of quality.”

A team effort

Congratulating the team, Dr Deep
continued “Patients are the centre
of everything that we do and their
safety & comfort is our number
one priority making us a preferred
healthcare services provider to
the community. All medical pro-
grammes offered by us are under-
pinned by an uncompromising
belief and practice of ethics, strict
clinical governance, and excel-

lence. The JCI accreditation is a
testimony to the efforts put in by
every team member.”

Dr Rajagopal Ranganathan,
Medical Director - NMC Health-
care Oman said, “Both NMC Spe-
cialty Hospitals are comprehen-
sive super speciality hospitals
with highly qualified and trained
medical and support teams.

“Now, we have got an official at-
testation on our hospitals’ infra-
structure to be at par with interna-
tional standards.

“Moreover, with MoH support,
we follow globally benchmarked
standards of medical, nursing,
and operating protocols making
it the preferred healthcare desti-
nation for patients from around
the region.

The hospital director said it
carried tertiary-level capabilities
with a Centre of Excellence each
in the realms of cardiology, ortho-
paedics & spine, bariatrics, gastro-
enterology, neurology, lap & mini-
mal invasive surgery, obstetrics &
gynaecology, among others.

Ahli Islamic launches
‘IslamiNET? New-age digital
platform for corporates

MUSCAT: Perusing its mission
to create innovative banking so-
lutions for the future, Ahli Islam-
ic has continued to launch digital
initiatives that fulfil the needs
of both individual and corporate
customers.

Among the many successful
initiatives launched as part of the
bank’s digital roadmap is the Is-
lamic Corporate Internet Bank-
ing, also known as IslamiNET, an
online portal that has been spe-
cifically designed to support cor-
porate customers with seamless
transactions that facilitate ease
of business.

Yousuf Al Rawahi, Deputy
General Manager and Head
of Ahli Islamic said, “Digital
transformation is one of our
key growth driving factors. Our
digital transformation strat-
egy considers both the opera-
tional productivity of the bank
as well as the enhancement of
services that it provides to our
customers including retail, pri-
vate banking, SMEs, and corpo-
rates. Committed to delivering
a seamless customer-centric
experience that Ahli Islamic
has become known for, we have

fers effortless power while fur-
thering remarkable fuel economy.
Its powerful high-performance
engine and arange of other options
add to its appeal. Creating a new
standard of design, driving enjoy-
ment and technology within the
mid-size sedan segment, Nissan
Altima features expressive styling,
an uplifting interior, two power-
trains, and advanced Nissan Intel-
ligent Mobility features.”

Customers can avail low EMI
rate as part of the offer. Starting
EMI for Nissan Altima is OMR
123. Starting EMI is calculated on
the price of the SV variant with a
20% down payment, and a 3% rate
of interest for 10 years loan tenure
through Bank Muscat. Subject to
credit approvals.

All customers purchasing Nis-

created IslamiNET as atime-ef-
fective, hassle-free service that
comes with the Sharia-compli-
ant stamp.

Building on the power of in-
novative and technological ad-
vancements, IslamiNET is a
bi-lingual online portal, which
provides multiple services that
allow straightforward user access
control and enable the customer
to perform tasks efficiently.

The impressive features in-
clude easy fund transfers, bulk
payments, WPS and salary
transfers, PASI and bill payment
for customers in the corporate
sector, as well downloading
statements among a list of other
services.

Commenting on the addition
of IslamiNet to the bank’s cor-
porate segment, Al Rawahi adds,
“IslamiNET is a great addition to
our portfolio of offerings in the
corporate segment. Tailored to
meet the demands of the discern-
ing corporate customers, Islami-
NET is a convenient, accessible,
secure, fast, and Sharia-compli-
ant banking solution that helps
accelerate our customers’ digital
transformation journey.”

EMI avallable on family sedan Nissan Altima

san Maxima will be eligible for a
free periodic maintenance ser-
vice package for 3 years / 60,000
km (whichever is earlier), limited
to six services only. This offer in-
cludes only the service intervals of
10,000km. All customers purchas-
ing Nissan Maxima during this
scheme period will be eligible for
free first-year vehicle insurance
(Oman and UAE only).

All customers purchasing Nis-
san Maxima during this scheme
period will be eligible for free first-
year vehicle registration.

As per a loyalty programme, all
Nissan existing owners and their
immediate family members (fa-
ther, mother, son(s) and unmar-
ried daughter(s) will be eligible
for additional benefits on the pur-
chase of a second Nissan vehicle.

HYDRATE SMAR'

v~ Ultra-hydrating
v" Revitalizing
v~ Energizing
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https://download.thawani.om/

Features

Working Hours’ Report
Trip Report | Geo Zones
Average Speed (km/h)

1-10 vehicles 2.75 OMR
11-25 vehicles 2.60 OMR
26-50 vehicles 2.45 OMR
51-100 vehicles 2.30 OMR
100+ vehicles contact us

* Terms and conditions apply
* Prices per device per month

info@tawasoltechnologies.com

9590 1025






https://www.jeep-oman.com/en/partnership/jeep-road-to-juventus.html

FOR COST
EFFECTIVE
PALETTE
FURNITURE
SOLUTIONS

Call us on

00614066

) ' ! b

. : = |
%' —_ 1;41' =l
===

"' =1 bl

DESIGN

™ IN MIND?
“r==| WE CAN
/B MAKE IT
s FOR YOU!

Contact us on 99614066 to make
customized palette furniture
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