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MARKET
GDP to grow at 6.1% 
this year in GCC

3
Gross domestic product 
(GDP) growth in the GCC 
countries will see a surge 

and grow at 6.1 per cent in 2022, 
on the back of higher oil prices, 
increased oil production, and 
robust non-oil activity.  >B1
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THURSDAY

HM RECEIVES THANKS CABLE
MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan Haitham 
bin Tarik has received a cable of thanks 
from President Ignazio Cassis of the Swiss 
Confederation, in reply to His Majesty’s 
congratulatory cable on the occasion of him 
being elected as his country’s president. 
In the cable, President Cassis expressed 
his utmost appreciation for His Majesty’s 
sincere sentiments and best wishes to 
him and his country’s people. He also 
underscored the strong relations between 
the two countries and their people. -ONA

SERVICE FEES 
SLASHED FOR 
GOVT BODIES 

Times News Service

MUSCAT: A number of govern-
ment bodies have slashed or can-
celled fees across more than 500 
services off ered to investors and 
members of the public.

The move was part of an initia-
tive to make Oman more competi-
tive, strike a balance between the 
services and fees paid for them, 
rationalise government spending, 
streamline fee structure and im-
prove the value of services off ered 
to the customers.

Fees have been cancelled or 
reduced for 548 government ser-
vices off ered by the Ministry of 
Heritage and Tourism, the Min-
istry of Commerce, Industry and 
Investment Promotion and the 
Muscat Municipality among oth-
er municipal organisations. Fees 
have been revised in line with 
the government services pricing 
guide that came into eff ect follow-
ing the approval of His Majesty 
Sultan Haitham bin Tarik, when 
he presided over a cabinet meet-
ing on 9 November, 2021.

The MOCIIP has cut fees 
across 30 services from anywhere 
between 17 and 96 per cent, de-
pending on the type of service. 
Among the most important cuts 
are the fees charged by the con-
sulting offi  ces. From between 
OMR500 and OMR250, their fees 
have been fi xed at OMR50, and 
the fee to obtain an industrial li-

cence has also been reduced to 
OMR50 from OMR1,000.

Similarly, cuts ranging from 17 
per cent to 60 per cent have been 
eff ected by the Ministry of Herit-
age and Tourism, across 29 ser-
vices. The cost of a tourist guide 
licence has also been cut from 
between OMR15 and OMR100, 
to between OMR10 and 50, while 
fees to set up a heritage hotel, eco 
lodge or guest house has been cut 
from OMR500 to OMR250.

Municipalities in Oman have 
reduced and cancelled fees for 
489 services. While the fees for 
the same services were previ-

ously diff erent across the munici-
palities, these have been brought 
down to OMR25 for Muscat Mu-
nicipality and OMR5 for other 
municipalities. Licences for com-
mercial vehicles will also no long-
er be handled by municipalities, 
instead, they will come under the 
Royal Oman Police.

“The reduction and cancella-
tion of these fees came into force 
at the beginning of January 2022, 
after approval was given on 9 
November 2021, by His Majesty 
Sultan Haitham bin Tarik,” ex-
plained an offi  cial from the Min-
istry of Finance. >A2

Move part of 

an initiative to 

make Oman more 

competitive

Sayyid Theyazin welcomes 

King and Queen of the Belgians

MUSCAT: Phillippe Leopold 
Louis Marie, King of the Bel-
gians, and Mathilde Marie Chris-
tine Ghislaine d’Udekem d’Acoz, 
Queen of the Belgians, arrived on 
Wednesday on an offi  cial three-
day visit to the Sultanate of Oman.

Royal Airport
King Phillippe and Queen Mathil-
de and their delegation were re-

ceived upon their arrival at the 
Royal Airport by His Highness 
Sayyid Theyazin bin Haitham Al 
Said, Minister of Culture, Sports 
and Youth.

The monarchs were also re-
ceived by Sayyid Khalid Hilal 
Al Busaidi, Minister of the Di-
wan of Royal Court, Sayyid Badr 
Hamad Al Busaidi, Foreign Min-
ister, Dr. Mohammed Hamad Al 

Rumhy, Minister of Energy and 
Minerals—Head of the Mission 
of Honour, Dr. Madeeha Ahmed 
Al Shaibani, Minister of Educa-
tion—Escort of the King’s spouse, 
Najeem Sulaiman Al Abri, Am-
bassador of the Sultanate of 
Oman to the Kingdom of Belgium, 
and Dominque Minior, Ambassa-
dor of the Kingdom of Belgium to 
the Sultanate of Oman. >A2

V I S I T

WORLD
Putin: West ‘ignored’ 
Russia’s concerns

2
In his fi rst public remarks 
over the Ukraine standoff , 
Russian President 

Vladimir Putin said on Tuesday 
that the West had “ignored” 
Moscow’s security concerns.>A7

OMAN
Sri Lankan envoy 
lauds ties with Oman

1
On the occasion of 74th 
Independence Day of Sri 
Lanka, Omar Lebbe Ameer 

Ajwad, the country’s envoy to the 
Sultanate has  said that Sri Lanka 
and Oman are bound by long-
standing historic ties. >A4

T O P  T H R E E  I N S I D E  S T O R I E S

Hungary to invest €10 million in Oman solar plant

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Hungary will invest 
€10 million in a proposed solar 
power plant in Oman, as part of 
the two countries’ eff orts to eff ect 
a transition towards clean and re-
newable source of energy.

The agreement represents the 
close relationship between both 
the nations, as was announced by 
Peter Szijjarto, Hungary’s Minis-
ter of Foreign Aff airs and Trade, 
who arrived in Muscat with repre-
sentatives of a number of Hungar-
ian companies, to boost economic 
cooperation.

“Oman has been a pretty suc-
cessful destination for Hungarian 
investors, and the biggest Hungar-
ian company, MOL, has a strategic 
cooperation with Oman Oil Co., 
and this is basically the backbone 
of our bilateral cooperation,” said 

Szijjarto, during a joint press 
conference with Oman’s Foreign 
Minister, Sayyid Badr Al Busaidi.

New phase
“As the global energy industry is 
entering a new, more innovative 
phase, our energy cooperation has 
to enter a more innovative phase 
also,” he added. “MOL has had a 
big role in Oman to upgrade the 
traditional carbon-hydrogen in-
dustries and now we are ready 
that with the support of the 
Hungarian government, Hungar-
ian companies will take part in 
building up the renewable energy 
sector of Oman.

“An agreement has been signed 
by a Hungarian company with the 
fi nancial support of the Hungar-
ian government to construct a 
solar power station in Oman,” the 
minister said. “This investment 

will have a range of 10 million 
Euros and the Hungarian govern-
ment is lending its fi nancial sup-
port to this investment.”

During his visit to Oman, Szij-
jarto also oversaw the fi nancial 
and legal basis for the safe and 

secure investment of Hungarian 
companies in Oman. An agree-
ment was also signed on the mu-
tual protection of investment 
interests.

“The interest of the Hungarian 
business sector is proven by the 

fact that the representatives of 24 
Hungarian companies have ac-
companied me here,” he added.

During his press conference, 
Szijjarto also stressed the impor-
tance of wider regional coopera-
tion between the European Union 
– of which Hungary is a member 
– and the Arabian Gulf.

Visa-free regime
“We encourage the European Un-
ion to enter into tighter coopera-
tion with the Gulf countries,” he 
said. “I think the EU would be 
stronger in case of successful co-
operation with this region. The 
fi rst step would be people-to-
people contact. That is why Hun-
gary supports the visa-free re-
gime to be established for Oman, 
on behalf of the EU. We see no 
risks in that: Only advantages 
and possible profi t.” >A5

R E N E W A B L E  E N E R G Y
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MUSCAT

548
Fees have been cancelled and/or reduced for 548 

government services off ered by the Ministry of 

Heritage and Tourism, the Ministry of Commerce, 

Industry and Investment Promotion, and Muscat 

Municipality and other municipal organisations



 PRAYER
TIMINGS

A2 T H U R S DAY,  F E B RUA RY  3,  2 0 2 2

OMAN
Dhuhr ........................................... 12:26pm

Asr .....................................................3:37pm

Maghrib ........................................6:00pm

Isha....................................................7:12pm 

Fajr (Tomorrow) .................... 5:29am

Pricing guide highlights initiatives of Ministry of Finance
The service pricing guide targets 
a wide range of stakeholders in 
the government administration, 
as mentioned under Royal Decree 
No. 75/2020. Entities that are 
compulsorily required to follow 
the government service pricing 
guide are called “obligatory enti-
ties”. These include ministries, 
agencies, councils, and other gov-
ernment bodies. “Non-binding 
bodies” are those that are not ob-
ligated to follow the regulations 
of the guide, such as state-owned 
companies, pension funds, invest-

ment funds, and free zones.
The media plan for the gov-

ernment services pricing guide 
aims to highlight the initiatives of 
the Ministry of Finance, spread 
awareness about the guide, in-
troduce guide framework and 
changes in fees, ensure that the 
state administrative apparatus 
adheres to the framework, speed 
up the review of fees according 
to the approved time plan and 
build trust between the public and 
government.

The principles of the govern-

ment services pricing guide focus 
on achieving transparency in ser-
vice pricing and service delivery 
procedures, imposing fees on ser-
vices that add value to the cus-
tomer and are in public interest 
and making sure that services are 
provided at the same price to all 
people, barring certain exceptions.

The pricing guide also seeks to 
provide to its benefi ciaries ser-
vices that are in line with the rest 
of the world, looks to privatise ser-
vices wherever possible, achieve 
rationalisation of spending, sim-

plify fee structures, strike a bal-
ance between the cost of services 
and competitiveness and raise the 
effi  ciency of services provided.

The objectives of the pricing 
policy include support to eco-
nomic development and fi nancial 
stability in line with Oman Vision 
2040 and removal of obstacles to 
the entry of the private sector and 
investors into the market and im-
prove the competitiveness of the 
business environment.

The policy also aims to create a 
balance between pricing, quality 

of services provided, and the level 
of competitiveness of services pro-
vided to applicants. Steps required 
to achieve this include a unifi ed ap-
proach towards government fees, 
sharing information regarding 
policies and procedures with the 
public and providing easier access 
to government services for custom-
ers by reducing the number of pro-
cedures, related costs and investing 
in modern technologies.

“Revised fees included in the 
second phase of implementation 
of the government services pricing 

guide will be announced once they 
have been approved,” added the 
Ministry of Finance offi  cial.

“The revision of fees aims to 
support Oman’s orientation to-
wards building a better business 
environment, making it more at-
tractive for investments, and en-
couraging the private sector to 
expand by reviewing and rational-
ising the costs of current fees and 
tracking the steps our benefi ciar-
ies take to make use of our ser-
vices so that we understand how to 
make them better.”

G O V E R N M E N T  S E R V I C E
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King and Queen of the Belgians arrive
The monarchs are ac-
companied by an offi  cial 
delegation comprising 
Sophie Wilmès, Deputy 
Prime Minister and 

Foreign Minister, Tinne Van der 
Straeten, Minister of Energy, Pol 
De Witte, Secretary General of 
the Household of the King of the 
Belgian, Jeroen Cooreman, Direc-
tor-General for Bilateral Aff airs, 
Dominque Minior, Ambassador 
of the Kingdom of Belgium to the 
Sultanate of Oman, and Machteld 
Fostier, Secretary to the Queen of 
the Belgians, and Leo Peeters, Di-
rector of Economic Interests.

During the high status visit, vari-
ous aspects of common concern 
will be taken up in a manner that 
serves the interests of the two coun-
tries and realises their aspirations 
for a more prosperous future. -ONA
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Foreign Minister receives credentials 

of Pakistan’s Ambassador to Sultanate

MUSCAT: Sayyid Badr Hamad 
Al Busaidi, Foreign Minister re-
ceived here yesterday a copy of 
credentials of Mohammed Imran 
Ali Chaudhry, Ambassador of the 
Islamic Republic of Pakistan ap-
pointed to the Sultanate of Oman.
Sayyid Badr welcomed the am-
bassador, wishing him success in 
carrying out his duties, and the 
bilateral relations between the 
two countries further progress 
and growth. The meeting was at-
tended by several offi  cials at the 
Foreign Ministry. -ONA

M E E T I N G

Sayyid Badr receives credentials of 
Norwegian Ambassador to Oman

MUSCAT: Sayyid Badr Hamad 
Al Busaidi, Foreign Minister re-
ceived yesterday a copy of cre-
dentials of Thomas Lid Ball, Am-
bassador of Norway appointed to 
the Sultanate of Oman. 

Sayyid Badr welcomed the am-
bassador, wishing him success in 
carrying out his duties, and the bi-
lateral relations between the two 
countries further progress and 
growth. The meeting was attended 
by several offi  cials at the Foreign 
Ministry. -ONA

F O R E I G N  M I N I S T E R

Training, jobs for over 250 Omanis
MUSCAT: Petroleum Develop-
ment Oman (PDO), in coopera-
tion with the Ministry of Labour, 
yesterday signed pacts with seven 
contracting companies to provide 
training coupled with employment 
to hone the skills of more than 250 
Omanis and employ them in vari-
ous positions. The memoranda of 
cooperation, which comes within 

the framework of “Imdad” initia-
tive of PDO, were signed via vide-
oconferencing under the patron-
age of Dr. Said Hamad Al Rubaie, 
President of the University of 
Technology and Applied Sciences.  
Under these pacts, the trainees 
will be guaranteed upon success-
ful completion of the training pro-
grammes, which extend from 10 

to 18 months, to get jobs with the 
Arabian Industries Company, the 
Special Technical Services (STS) 
Company, MB Petroleum Services 
Company, Shaher United Trad-
ing and Contracting Company, Al 
Ghalbi International Engineering 
and Contracting Company, Zawawi 
Powertech Engineering Company, 
and Carillion Alawi Company. -ONA

P D O ,  M I N I S T R Y  O F  L A B O U R
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HOME to nearly 300 species of birds, many of 
which come to Oman during their biannual mi-
gratory fl ights across the world, the Al Ansab 
Wetland is a nature lover’s paradise that few have 
heard of so far, but many will soon know of, given 
the area’s fast-growing popularity.

It is a natural wonderland in the heart of Muscat 
that showcases Oman’s impressive nature with its 
abundance of bird life.  

Sea-wading birds such as the Black Winged Stilt 
are full-time residents at the wetland, while many 
species of eagles come to Muscat during the win-
ter months, where they fl y into the Sultanate in 
November and leave once the cold season is over.

“Set in the middle of Muscat, Al Ansab Wetland 
is a protected area and an ornithologist’s dream,” 
said the Ministry of Tourism. “Over 293 species of 
birds stop over at diff erent times throughout the 
year, with over 80 resident species.”

Colours and fragrance fi ll the air at Al Ansab 
Wetland where winter sees the best of plants and 
trees bloom. The wetland has 113 species of Oma-
ni trees and shrubs.

The Ministry of Tourism said that the wetland 
had fi ve lagoons, the biggest of which had a depth 
of four metres. “The water, besides attracting 
birds, also supports greenery. Most of the trees and 
shrubs are naturally grown. The Haya Water team 
planted 300 trees to create a forest area, which have 
all grown and today provide extended shade. In 
the process, there have been other trees that have 
sprouted naturally such as banyan trees and date 
palms. A little further away, adjacent to the nursery 
of the wetland, the team planted more trees.”

The wetland is open from 6:30am to 2pm from 
Sunday to Thursday. The best time to visit the site 
is early in the morning, between 6.30 and 9.00 a.m. 
Visitors should also wear comfortable shoes and 
carry drinking water with them.

ABUNDANCE OF 
BIRD LIFE AT AL 

ANSAB WETLAND

Sri Lanka, Oman bound by strong 
historic ties: Envoy Ameer Ajwad

Times News Service

MUSCAT: On the occasion of 
74th Independence Day of Sri 
Lanka, I wish to extend my warm-
est greetings and felicitations to all 
members of the Sri Lankan com-
munity living in the Sultanate of 
Oman and back home.

Independence Day is an impor-
tant day for all Sri Lankan citizens. 
Our leaders of all communities in 
Sri Lanka fought hard to gain this 
independence with unity. 

Sri Lanka has embarked on an 
ambitious socio-economic devel-
opment plan and strategy with a 
drastic policy reforms aiming at 
regaining her past glory in the In-
dian Ocean. 

The vision of the Government 
of Sri Lanka is to transform the 
country into the hub of the Indian 
Ocean, with a knowledge-based, 
highly competitive, social-market 
economy.

Sri Lanka and Oman are bound 
by long-standing historic relations 
underpinned by a vibrant tradi-
tion of people to people contacts 
and mutual respect. Both coun-
tries commemorated the 40th 
Anniversary of the establishment 
of Diplomatic Relations on 17th 
February 2021 by organising a 
special event at the Foreign Min-

istry of the Sultanate of Oman. 
A memorial logo on this signifi -

cant occasion was also jointly is-
sued by both countries. The For-
eign Ministers of the two countries 
exchanged congratulatory messag-
es to mark this milestone by dem-
onstrating their commitment to 
consolidate the relations between 
the two friendly countries with re-
newed vision and vigour. 

Despite COVID-19 pandemic 
challenges, a series of activities 
were organised during the said 
commemorative year. 

A number of initiatives in key 
areas of mutual interest including 
direct maritime connectivity were 
taken whereby laying a strong 
foundation for the future coop-
eration between the two countries 
with a view to achieving another 
milestone in the bilateral relations 
in the years ahead. 

Bilateral agreement on the mu-
tual visa exemption for diplomats, 
offi  cials, service people and other 

special passport holders of both 
countries was signed in order 
to facilitate smooth exchange of 
bilateral visits between the two 
countries. 

This arrangement will ease and 
invigorate the exchange of bilater-
al political, diplomatic, economic, 
defence and other offi  cial level vis-
its and engagements between the 
two countries.

A Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) between the two 
national Chambers of Commerce 
of Sri Lanka and the Sultanate of 
Oman namely National Chamber 
of Commerce of Sri Lanka (NC-
CSL) and the Oman Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (OCCI) 
was virtually signed with a view to 
enhancing interactions between 
the private sector business com-
munities in both countries. 

A virtual business forum with 
the participation of key Govern-
ment Ministries and agencies of 
both countries as well as private 

sector B2B sessions were also or-
ganised with the participation of 
around 100 private companies 
from both countries. 

High-level bilateral visits from 
Sri Lanka to the Sultanate of Oman 
were also organised including a 
visit by Hon. Ajith Nivard Cabral, 
then State Minister and Special 
Representative of the Hon. 

Prime Minister of Sri Lanka 
together with 10 member private 
sector delegation carrying a spe-
cial message addressed to His 
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik. 
The Special Representative had an 
audience with His Highness Sayy-
id Asa’ad bin Tariq Al Said, Deputy 
Prime Minister for International 
Relations and Cooperation Aff airs 
and Personal Representative of 
His Majesty the Sultan. 

Hon. Namal Rajapaksa, Minis-
ter of Sports and Youth Aff airs of 
Sri Lanka visited Oman in October 
2021 as a Special Guest on the in-
vitation extended by His Highness 
Sayyid Theyazin bin Haitham bin 
Tarik Al Said, the Crown Prince 
and the Minister of Culture, 
Sports and Youth Aff airs of Oman, 
to attend the inauguration of T20 
Cricket World Cup Tournament 
hosted fi rst time by Oman and he 
had bilateral meetings with the 
Crown Prince and other dignitar-
ies of the Government of Oman.

Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya, Min-
ister of Regional Cooperation of 
Sri Lanka visited Oman in De-
cember 2021 to attend the fi rst 
ever bilateral hockey tournament 
between the two countries, or-
ganised by Sri Lanka Embassy 
in Oman jointly with the Oman 
Hockey Association, to mark the 
40th anniversary of diplomatic re-
lations between the two countries. 

A series of virtual webinar 
meetings were organised between 
diff erent private sector companies 
of both countries in the areas of 
food & beverages, fruits & vegeta-
bles, boat building, Ceylon tea and 
ICT & BPM with a view to promot-
ing bilateral trade between the two 
countries. 

A series of visits by potential in-
vestors from both countries were 

also organised under the “invest-
ment bubble’ concept due to pan-
demic restrictions, to explore in-
vestment opportunities by Omani 
investors in Sri Lanka as well by 
Sri Lankan investors in Omani 
Freezone.

As the two countries share the 
Indian Ocean, Sri Lanka and Oman 
could complement each other in 
trade and investment by utilising 
their strategic geographical loca-
tions and making use of the new 
opportunities that are unfolding in 
both countries under the new vi-
sions of the wise leadership of the 
two countries. 

In this regard, vital agreements 
such as the Agreement on the 
Avoidance of Double Taxation 
and Prevention of Fiscal Eva-
sion which was signed between 
the two countries in 2018 and the 
proposed Agreement on Promo-
tion and Reciprocal Protection on 
Investments which is being cur-
rently negotiated between the two 
countries, will serve as catalysts 
for the enhancement of bilateral 
trade and investment between the 
two countries.   

Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MOUs) that are being fi nal-
ised between the two countries in 
the tourism as well as agriculture 
sectors will also facilitate coopera-
tion and collaboration between the 
two countries in these two impor-
tant sectors of common interest. 
Sri Lanka and Oman are popular 
tourist destinations. 

It would be mutually benefi cial 
for both countries to seek cooper-
ation in this area through regular 
interaction between the inbound 
and outbound tour operations, 
facilitated by the Government 
authorities. 

The commemorative year 
opened a new chapter in the sports 
cooperation between Sri Lanka 
and the Sultanate of Oman.

 The fi rst ever international 
cricket friendly matches were 
played by the national cricket 
teams of Sri Lanka and the Sultan-
ate of Oman under the T20 World 
Cup tournament hosted by Oman 
in 2021 and the fi rst ever friendly 

Hockey Tournament between the 
hockey clubs of the two countries 
was held in December 2021 to 
mark the 40th anniversary of dip-
lomatic relations. 

I am confi dent that the solid 
foundation that has been laid dur-
ing the commemorative year of the 
40th anniversary of diplomatic 
relations and the growing momen-
tum in the bilateral relations be-
tween Sri Lanka and the Sultanate 
of Oman will continue to fl ourish 
in the years ahead.

I take this opportunity to sin-
cerely thank all the members of 
the Sri Lankan community living 
in the Sultanate of Oman for their 
unwavering cooperation extended 
to the Embassy during the chal-
lenging times due to the outbreak 
of COVID – 19 pandemic by dem-
onstrating their great sense of 
social responsibility in the host 
country and for their generous 
solidarity with the home country. 

I cordially invite all the mem-
bers of the Sri Lanka community 
in the Sultanate to join hands with 
us to further elevate the relations 
that happily exist between Sri 
Lanka and Oman for centuries 
into new heights encompassing all 
areas of mutual interest.

I also take this opportunity to 
extend, on behalf of the Govern-
ment and the people of Sri Lanka, 
best wishes for the good health, 
happiness and personal well-being 
of His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin 
Tarik and for the continued pro-
gress and prosperity of the people 
of the Sultanate of Oman. 

On this special occasion of 74th 
Independence Day of Sri Lanka, I 
wish to extend my sincere appreci-
ation and gratitude to His Majesty, 
the Government and the people 
of the Sultanate of Oman for their 
goodwill and support extended, 
over the decades, to the Embassy 
of Sri Lanka in Muscat as well as 
to the Sri Lankan community liv-
ing in the Sultanate for their well 
being and peaceful stay in this 
blessed country.  

Omar Lebbe Ameer Ajwad,
Ambassador of Sri Lanka to the 

Sultanate of Oman

Omar Lebbe Ameer 

Ajwad, Ambassador 

of Sri Lanka to the 

Sultanate of Oman, 

sends message on 

the occasion of 74th 

Independence Day of 

his country

Omar Lebbe Ameer Ajwad Ambassador of Sri Lanka to Oman.
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MOST READ ON FACEBOOK

 O N  S O C I A L  M E D I A

23,341 REACH

MOST WATCHED VIDEO ON FACEBOOK

MOST VIEWED VIDEO ON INSTAGRAM

Story on Expat 
Women’s 
Volleyball 
Association

The story on Expat Women’s 
Volleyball Association had 4,400 
views and reached 17,500 people 
on Facebook.

Morning 
Minute 
video

The Morning Minute video 
had 766 views and 35 likes on 
Instagram.

Story on 
Covid-19 
cases in 
Oman

A story on Covid-19 cases in Oman reached 23,341 people 
and had 2,015 engagements on Facebook.

4,400 VIEWS

766 VIEWS

Oman, Hungary review 
economic cooperation

MUSCAT: Aseela Salim Al 
Samsami, Investment Promo-
tion Undersecretary received on 
Wednesday Peter Szijjarto, Min-
ister of Foreign Aff airs and Trade 
in Hungary, and his delegation, 
currently visiting the Sultanate.

The two sides reviewed the ad-

vanced relations between the two 
countries. 

They also discussed various as-
pects of cooperation in economic, 
commercial and investment 
fi elds. 

The visit aimed to upgrade the 
level of trade exchange, focused 

on incentives that the Ministry 
off ers investors and explored in-
vestment opportunities in the 
sectors of industry, renewable en-
ergy, fi sheries, tourism, scientifi c 
research, mining and other eco-
nomic diversifi cation sectors tar-
geted by Oman Vision 2040. -ONA

I N V E S T M E N T

HM receives 
thanks cable 
from King 
of Jordan 

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan 
Haitham bin Tarik has received 
a cable of thanks from King 
Abdullah II of Jordan in reply 
to His Majesty’s greetings ca-
ble to him on his 60th Birthday 
Anniversary.

Fraternal feelings
In the cable, King Abdullah ex-
pressed his deep gratitude and 
appreciation for His Majesty’s 
fraternal feelings and good 
wishes. 

He prayed to Allah the Al-
mighty to protect His Majesty 
the Sultan, and grant him good 
health and wellbeing to achieve 
the Omani people’s aspirations 
of progress, welfare and pros-
perity under the wise leader-
ship of His Majesty. -ONA

C A B L E

Central Bank of Oman signs pact  
on recycling shredded banknotes
MUSCAT: The Central Bank 
of Oman (CBO) on Wednesday 
signed an agreement with Dar Al 
Herafi ya, which is a specialised 
establishment in producing and 
developing traditional Omani 
handicrafts.

The agreement was signed by 
Tahir Salim Al Amri, CBO’s Exec-
utive President, and Zuwaina Sul-
tan Al Rashdi, Dar Al-Herafi ya’s 
CEO.

Being the fi rst of its kind in the 
Sultanate of Oman, this project 
aims to produce innovative and 
unique recycled products from 
shredded banknotes, refl ecting the 
Omani culture and heritage. The 
products are made for both local 

and international consumption.
The project will contribute to 

the preservation of the environ-
ment and reduction of waste and 
pollution; leading to maintaining 
the ecological balance which has 
been an integral part of Oman’s 
Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs).

The idea of this project was orig-
inally proposed by Mohammed Al 
Riyami, a CBO employee, who won 
the fi rst place in “Kharij Al Sun-
dooq Competition” or “Out of the 
Box Competition”. 

This competition was held 
at CBO in 2019 to promote in-
novation and support creative 
employees. -ONA

R E C Y C L E D  P R O D U C T S

Science Writing Heuristic impacts performance of students
MUSCAT: A research study titled 
“Eff ects of using Science Writing 
Heuristic strategy on 7th grade 
students’ academic achievement 
and attitude towards scientifi c 
writing’ showed that Science 
Writing Heuristic (SWH) has an 
impact on students’ performance 
in achievement tests.

As revealed in the latest issue of 
Scientifi c Insights magazine pub-
lished by the Ministry of Higher 
Education, Research and Innova-
tion, the study aimed to investigate 
the eff ect of using SWH strategy. 

It is defi ned as a writing-to-
learn model for learning from 
laboratory activities in secondary 
science and can be used by teach-
ers as a framework to design class-
room activities, and on developing 
the Omani 7th grade female stu-
dents’ academic achievement in 

science and their attitude towards 
scientifi c writing. 

It also targeted assisting stu-
dents to investigate and discover 
in order to deeply understand con-
cepts of scientifi c knowledge.

Quasi-experimental 
approach
The study used a quasi-experi-
mental approach. A sample of 49 
female students was randomly se-
lected and divided into two groups: 
Experimental group (24 female 
students) that was taught using 
the SWH strategy and a control 
group (25 female students) that 
was taught using the traditional 
way in the second semester of the 
2018/2019 academic year.

The fi ndings of the study showed 
that the students of the experi-
mental group that used the SWH 

approach outperformed those who 
did not apply this strategy. 

A signifi cant diff erence in the 
academic achievement and the at-
titude towards scientifi c writing 
was observed in favour of the ex-
perimental group. 

Unlike the control group that 
failed to understand the educa-
tional material using the tradi-
tional approach, the experimental 
group had a positive attitude to-
wards learning Chemistry.

 The study was conducted by 
Prof. Abdullah Khamis Ambosaidi, 
Undersecretary of the Ministry of 
Education (MoE), and Afrah Sa-
lem Al Maktoumi, Science Teach-
er at the MoE.

The fi ndings of the study were 
published in the Journal of Edu-
cational Sciences, a scientifi c ref-
ereed journal issued by the Saudi 

Educational and Psychological As-
sociation at King Saud University.

It is recommended that teach-
ers should be encouraged to 
activate the writing portal for 
education to develop students’ 
educational attainment, promote 
their positive attitudes towards 
scientifi c writings, and hold 
workshops for teachers and su-
pervisors to train them in the way 
of applying the SWH in teaching, 
and to include lessons designed in 
accordance with the SWH in sci-
ence books so that teachers can 
benefi t from them in preparing 
similar lessons.

Scientifi c Insights is a sci-
entifi c journal published every 
three months by the Ministry of 
Higher Education, Research and 
Innovation in both Arabic and 
English. -ONA

R E S E A R C H  S T U D Y

Szijjarto welcomes 

Oman’s eff orts

Szijjarto also warmly welcomed 
Oman’s eff orts as a peacemaker in 
the region, saying the country’s ef-
forts to defuse confl ict had earned 
his respect.

“We would like to express our 
respect towards the approach 
represented by the foreign policy 
of Oman, namely, sticking to tra-
dition, sticking to heritage and 
sticking to values,” he said. “I think 
that is extremely important. On 
the other hand, I have to tell you 
that for us Europeans, the security 
situation in this part of the world 
is vital.

“That is why resolving con-
flict, pacifying violent activities 
and preventing further wars 
and armed conflicts are among 
the strategic security objec-
tives of the European Union,” he 
added. “That is why all efforts, 
including those of Oman, to de-
fuse tensions and create peace 

in the region are pretty much 
respected.”

“This is also why we opened 
our embassy here a few years ago 
in order to pursue tighter coop-
eration and to increase respect 
towards this nation,” explained 
Szijjarto.

The minister went on to say that 
Hungary actively seeking invest-
ment in Oman and other countries 
will be mutually benefi cial for both 
his own country as well as the one 
receiving the investment.

“We had two complicated years 
behind us, but the Hungarian 
economy proved to be successful, 
regardless of the crisis, which 
gives us a good basis to upgrade 
it to the next level,” said Szijjarto. 
“But the Hungarian economy can 
only be upgraded in case Hun-
garian companies successfully 
complete investments outside the 
country.

P E A C E M A K E R

 < FROM 

A1

Omani innovator’s 
project bags award
AL MUSANNAH: The royal 
fl ement project won numerous 
awards locally, regionally and 
internationally on making 3D 
printer ink from marine algae.

Manar Hamad Al Jahwari, an 
innovator, student at the Univer-
sity of Technology and Applied 
Sciences (UTAS) in the Wilayat 
of Musannah, Governorate of 
South Al Batinah, and the CEO 

of Plumor company said that the 
idea of the project started after 
the announcement of the Injaz 
Oman competition in 2019. 

This happened by establishing 
a student company in UTAS in 
Al Musannah, which was to fi nd 
a solution to the carbon plastic 
problem through the royal fl e-
ment project.

-ONA
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Stability restored after coup 
attempt fails in Guinea-Bissau

BISSAU: Guinea-Bissau Presi-
dent Umaro Sissoco Embalo said 
stability was restored on Tuesday, 
after a suspected coup attempt in 
the country’s capital, Bissau.

The remarks came after heavy 
gunfi re was heard for several hours 
in the capital. The attack also 
comes on the heels of a spate of 
coups in the region in Burkina Faso, 
Mali and other African nations.

What did the president say?
Embalo told the media that offi  -
cials were taking part in a meet-
ing at a government palace, when 
assailants with AK-47 rifl es 

launched an attack on the building. 
The president said the situa-

tion is now “under control” after 
an “attack on democracy.” He said 
“many” members of the security 

forces were killed in the nearly fi ve 
hour assault. 

“Our republican defense and se-
curity forces were able to stop this 
evil,” Embalo said.

He said the attack “has to also do 
with our fi ght against narco traf-
fi cking” though it’s unclear who is 
exactly behind the assault.

Regional groups swiftly con-

demned the violence, giving cre-
dence to fears that an armed group 
had attempted to take over the 
West African nation once more.

People were seen fl eeing the 
area on the edge of Bissau, near the 
airport. Local markets were closed 
and banks shut their doors, while 
military vehicles laden with troops 
drove through the streets.

Guinea-Bissau has experienced 
four coup d’etats and more than a 
dozen attempted coups since inde-
pendence from Portugal in 1974.

The country’s state broadcaster 
reported earlier that the shooting 
had damaged the building and that 
“invaders’’ were holding offi  cials 
hostage.

ECOWAS, AU condemn 
violence

The regional bloc ECOWAS and 
the African Union issued swift re-
bukes of the military.

“The President of the African 
Union Commission, Moussa Faki 
Mahamat, is following with grave 
concern the situation in Guinea-
Bissau, consisting of an attempted 
coup against the country’s govern-
ment,” the AU said in a statement.

“He calls on the military to re-
turn to their barracks without 

delay and to protect the physical 
safety of President Umaro Sissoco 
Embalo and members of his gov-
ernment and to immediately free 
those of them who are in deten-
tion,” it said.

In its own statement, ECO-
WAS said it “condemns this coup 
attempt and holds the military 
responsible for the bodily integ-
rity of President Umaro Sissoco 
Embalo and the members of his 
government.” 

Portugal’s foreign ministry also 
condemned the attack and called 
for respect for constitutional or-
der. President Embalo has been 
at the center of controversy since 
he was declared the winner of the 
December 2019 runoff  vote. The 
results were contested by his op-
ponent, Domingos Simoes Pereira.

Embalo started forming a new 
government with support from the 
military while a Supreme Court 
election challenge was still pending.

Guinea-Bissau has long suff ered 
from offi  cial corruption, as well as 
the violence that comes with drug 
traffi  cking. Because of graft and lax 
law enforcement, the country is 
used as a transit point for cocaine 
on the way to Europe from South 
America. DW

The attack comes 

on the heels of a 

spate of coups in the 

region in Burkina 

Faso, Mali and other 

African nations

SUSPECTED COUP:  The president said the situation is now “under control” after an “attack on democ-

racy.” He said “many” members of the security forces were killed in the nearly fi ve-hour assault

Australia’s COVID-19 cases, 

death numbers continue to rise
CANBERRA: Australia reported 
more than 40,000 new COVID-19 
cases on Wednesday when more 
than 50 million doses had been de-
livered in total during the vaccine 
rollout.

Nationally there were 70 deaths 
reported on Wednesday, includ-
ing 27 in New South Wales, 25 in 
Victoria, 16 in Queensland and 
one each in the Northern Terri-
tory (NT) and South Australia, 
according to offi  cial fi gures from 
states and territories. Accord-
ing to Department of Health data 
published on Tuesday night, there 
were 4,954 cases being treated in 
hospitals nationwide, including 
375 in intensive care units.

Health Minister Greg Hunt on 
Wednesday announced that Aus-
tralia has surpassed 50 million 
coronavirus vaccine doses admin-
istered, including more than eight 
million booster doses.

Health authorities in NT said it 
was approaching the peak of the cur-
rent wave of coronavirus infections.

The NT health offi  cials on 
Wednesday reported more than 
1,000 new coronavirus infections 
and the NT’s third COVID-19 death.

Charles Pain, NT acting deputy 
chief health offi  cer, said that pres-
sure on the health system was “sig-
nifi cant at the moment” but that he 
was optimistic the caseload would 
reach its peak within days.

“We hope that it will peak in 
the next few days, the next week 
or so,” he told reporters on 
Wednesday.

In South Australia (SA), some 
students began to return to school 
on Wednesday after the summer 
holidays were extended amid surg-

ing COVID-19 infections.
SA Chief Public Health Offi  cer 

Nicola Spurrier said returning to 
school was “a safe thing to do.”

“Our modeling does show that 
we expect to have an increased in 
pediatric admissions, but it’s not a 
high number, and so we’re expect-
ing to have a little blip,” she told 
Australian Broadcasting Corpora-
tion radio. “But we’re still overall 
expecting to have our numbers de-
crease every day over this period of 
time.” ANI

C O V I D  C A S E S

Landslide kills dozens in Ecuador

QUITO: A landslide in the Ec-
uadorian capital Quito has left at 
least 24 people dead, city authori-
ties said on Tuesday.

Heavy rains have sparked the 
worst fl ooding to hit the country 
in two decades.

What do we know so far?
So far, at least 48 people have 

been reported injured from the 
disaster, according to the Quito 
Security Department. A dozen 
people are also still missing.

The landslide was caused by 
the collapse of a rain-weakened 
hillside on Monday. The rupture 
poured mud on homes in the 
working-class neighborhoods 
of La Gasca and La Comuna and 
caused power to be disrupted.

“We saw this immense black 
river that was dragging along 
everything, we had to climb the 
walls to escape,” Quito resident 
Alba Cotacachi told Reuters news 
agency. She rushed her two young 
daughters out of her house due to 
the landslide.

“We are looking for the disap-
peared,” she added. 

Mud swept away vehicles, 
fl ooded sports fi eld
The mud in some cases was as 

high as 3 meters (10 feet), sweep-
ing away vehicles, trash cans and 
other debris. It also fl ooded a 
sports fi eld where volleyball play-
ers were practicing in front of 
spectators. Search operations are 
still ongoing. 

Rescue crews have requested 
silence in the area to hear the 
screams of people who may be 
trapped, with Quito police also 
saying that more bodies could be 
found.

Much of the city’s 2.7 million 
population have been taken to 
shelters amid the crisis, with some 
residents receiving treatment for 
hypothermia. Authorities have 
called for three days of mourning 
to remember the victims. 

Ecuadorian President Guillermo 
Lasso has expressed his condolences 
to those impacted by the landslide.

“We continue to work in search 
and rescue, containment actions, 
psychological care and the trans-
fer of injured people to the hospi-
tal,” Lasso tweeted.

Ecuador has witnessed torren-
tial rains in recent days. 

The rains also triggered the 
rupture of a oil pipeline in eastern 
Ecuador last week, which in turn 
caused a spill that aff ected the 
Cayambe-Coca nature reserve 
and the vital Coca River. 

Climate experts say the warm-
ing of the earth’s atmosphere 
could be causing heavy rains to 
become more frequent. DW

W O R S T  F L O O D I N G

New Zealand reports 142 community cases of COVID
WELLINGTON: New Zealand 
recorded 142 new community 
cases of COVID-19 on Wednesday, 
the Ministry of Health said in a 
statement.

Among the new community in-
fections, 103 are in the largest city 
Auckland, 12 in nearby Waikato, 
fi ve in Bay of Plenty, two in the 
Lakes Region, and 11 in Northland, 
according to the ministry.

In addition, 54 new cases were 

detected at the New Zealand bor-
der, said the ministry.

Six COVID-19 patients are cur-
rently being treated in New Zea-
land hospitals, with none in the 
intensive care unit.

The country has recorded 
16,442 cases of COVID-19 since 
the beginning of the pandemic, in-
cluding 12,274 cases from the cur-
rent community outbreak, said the 
ministry.

To date, about 94 per cent of the 
eligible people in New Zealand are 
fully vaccinated with at least two 
doses, the ministry said, adding 
that more than 1.36 million boost-
ers, or the third doses, have been 
administered. 

Nearly 178,000 children in the 
5-to-11-year-old group have re-
ceived their fi rst dose.

The ministry urges everyone in 
New Zealand to act as the Omicron 

variant of COVID-19 is transmit-
ting in the community. People are 
encouraged to wear a mask, keep a 
physical distance from each other, 
and use the contact tracing app 
when going outdoors.

Also on Wednesday, the gov-
ernment decided to reduce the 
interval between a person’s pri-
mary vaccination course and the 
booster from four months to three 
months. ANI

C O M M U N I T Y  C A S E S
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Putin says West has ‘ignored’ 
Russia’s security concerns

MOSCOW: Russian President 
Vladimir Putin said on Tuesday 
that the West had “ignored” Mos-
cow’s security concerns in his fi rst 
public remarks over the Ukraine 
standoff  in more than a month.

Last week the US and NATO 
responded to the Kremlin’s calls 
for legally binding security guar-
antees.

However, Putin believes Rus-
sia’s requests have fallen on deaf 
ears. He told reporters: “We are 
carefully analyzing the written re-
sponses received from the United 
States and NATO.”

“But it is already clear that fun-
damental Russian concerns ended 
up being ignored,” he said, before 
adding the Kremlin is still poring 
over the US and NATO’s feedback.

“I hope that in the end we will 
fi nd a solution, although it will not 
be simple,” Putin said, indicating 
he was ready for more talks with 
the West, which has accused Rus-
sia of amassing more than 100,000 
troops on its border with Ukraine 
ahead of a planned invasion of its 
neighbor.

“It seems to me that the United 
States is not so much concerned 
about the security of Ukraine but 
its main task is to contain Russia’s 
development,” Putin said. 

“In this sense Ukraine itself is 
just a tool to reach this goal,” he 
said.

Putin added that French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron could 
come to Moscow for talks “in the 
near future.”

Hungary’s Orban meets 
Putin despite opposition
Putin made the comments after 
holding talks with Hungarian 
Prime Minister Viktor Orban.

Though “substantial” the dif-
ferences between the West and 
Moscow on the Ukraine crisis are 
“bridgeable,” Orban said in a joint 
press conference with his Russian 
counterpart. 

“It is possible to make such an 

agreement that both guarantees 
peace and Russia’s security, and 
that is also acceptable for NATO 
members,” he added, stressing that 
no European leader wants a war in 
the region.

Orban’s arrival in Moscow on 
Tuesday heralded the fi rst in-per-
son meeting with Putin from an 
EU leader since the Ukraine crisis 
escalated. Ahead of the trip, Hun-
garian opposition leaders jointly 

appealed to Orban to cancel the 
visit as it was “contrary to our na-
tional interests.”

US: Russia should pull 
back troops if it has no 
invasion plans
Meanwhile, earlier on Tuesday, 
US Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken told his Russian opposite 
number Sergei Lavrov in a phone 
call that Moscow should pull back 
its troops from the border with 
Ukraine if it’s not intending to in-
vade, a senior State Department 
offi  cial told reporters.

Blinken and Lavrov held a “pro-
fessional and fairly candid” con-
versation in English, the offi  cial 
said. “We continue to hear assur-
ances that Russia is not planning 
to invade, but certainly every ac-
tion we see says otherwise, with 
the continued build-up of troops, 
heavy weapons, moving to the bor-
der,” the offi  cial said, speaking on 
the condition of anonymity.

“If President Putin truly does 
not intend war or regime change, 
the Secretary told Foreign Min-
ister Lavrov then this is the time 
to pull back troops and heavy 
weaponry and engage in a serious 
discussion that can enhance col-
lective European security,” the of-
fi cial added.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy off ered a similar to view 
to Blinken over the threat posed by 
Russia. “We are waiting for Rus-
sia to pull the troops back from 
our border,’’ Zelenskyy said. “That 
would be an important signal, and 
the only true answer to a question 
whether Russia is going to contin-

ue the escalation or not.’’
The Ukrainian president signed 

a decree on Tuesday expanding the 
country’s army by 100,000 troops, 
bringing the total number to 
350,000 over the next three years, 
while also vowing to increase their 
salaries.

Putin ‘holding a gun to 
Ukraine’s head’: Johnson
In a show of support for Ukraine, 
British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson and Polish Prime Min-
ister Mateusz Morawiecki were 
both in Kyiv for talks with Zelen-
skyy on Tuesday. 

Johnson accused Putin of “in-
timidating” Ukraine in a bid to 
force the West into redrawing the 
post-Cold War security map of 
Europe. He said Russia was jeop-
ardizing security by carving out 
spheres of infl uence that would 
again divide Europe, rolling back 
the freedoms gained after the fall 
of the Berlin Wall in 1989.

“He is trying, by holding a gun 
as it were to the head of Ukraine, 
to get us to change the way we look 
at something that was absolutely 
fantastic,” Johnson said in Kyiv.

Morawiecki promised to deliver 
more ammunition and weapons 
to Ukraine, including anti-air-
craft systems and reconnaissance 
drones.

After canceling a call with Putin 
on Monday due to an outpouring 
of anger over parties at the heart 
of the British government while 
the country was in a coronavirus 
lockdown, Johnson said he would 
speak to the Russian president on 
Wednesday. DW

Last week the US 

and NATO responded 

to the Kremlin’s calls 

for legally binding 

security guarantees

SECURITY CONCERNS:  Putin indicated he was ready for more talks with the West, which has accused 

Russia of amassing more than 100,000 troops on its border with Ukraine.

Pfi zer-BioNTech seeks emergency 

authorisation for COVID-19 vaccine 

for kids under fi ve years of age
NEW YORK: The pharmaceuti-
cal companies, Pfi zer and BioN-
Tech, are seeking Emergency Use 
Authorisation for their COVID-19 
vaccine for use in children be-
tween six months and four years 
of age.

“Pfi zer Inc and BioNTech SE 
today announced that following 
a request from the US Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) the 
companies have initiated a roll-
ing submission seeking to amend 
the Emergency Use Authoriza-
tion (EUA) of the Pfi zer-BioN-
Tech COVID-19 Vaccine to in-
clude children 6 months through 
4 years of age (6 months to <5 
years of age), in response to the 
urgent public health need in this 
population,” Pfi zer and BioNTech 
said in a statement on Tuesday 
(local time).

If authorisation is granted, the 
Pfi zer-BioNTech vaccine would 
be the fi rst COVID-19 vaccine 
available for paediatric popula-
tions under 5 years of age.

Pfi zer and BioNTech said they 
expect to complete the EUA sub-
mission in the coming days.

“As hospitalizations of children 
under 5 due to COVID-19 have 
soared, our mutual goal with the 

FDA is to prepare for future vari-
ant surges and provide parents 
with an option to help protect 
their children from this virus,” 
said Albert Bourla, Chairman and 
Chief Executive Offi  cer, Pfi zer.

“Ultimately, we believe that 
three doses of the vaccine will 
be needed for children 6 months 
through 4 years of age to achieve 
high levels of protection against 
current and potential future vari-
ants. If two doses are authorized, 
parents will have the opportunity 
to begin a COVID-19 vaccination 
series for their children while 
awaiting potential authorisation 
of a third dose,” Bourla added.

Ugur Sahin, MD, CEO and Co-
founder of BioNTech, said that the 
vaccine has already demonstrated 
favourable safety, tolerability and 
effi  cacy profi le in multiple clini-
cal trials and real-world studies 
for all age groups starting from 5 
years old.

“If authorised, we are very ex-
cited about the prospect of of-
fering parents the opportunity 
to help protect their children 6 
months through 4 years of age 
from COVID-19 and the poten-
tially severe consequences of in-
fection,” Sahin added. ANI

C O V I D  V A C C I N E

US senator hospitalised 
putting Biden agenda at risk
WASHINGTON: US Democratic 
Senator Ben Ray Lujan of New 
Mexico has been hospitalised after 
a stroke, his offi  ce announced on 
Tuesday.

It’s unclear how long Lujan will 
be out of commission for his re-
covery, which could spell trouble 
for US President Joe Biden as he 
seeks to push through major policy 
measures ahead of key elections 
later this year.

What do we know so far?
The 49-year-old checked into a 
hospital in New Mexico’s capital 
of Santa Fe last week after feeling 
dizzy and fatigued. The symptoms 
were later discovered to be caused 
by a stroke, with Lujan receiving 
decompressive surgery to ease 
swelling. 

The senator is now recovering at 
another hospital in New Mexico’s 
largest city, Albuquerque. Lujan is 
expected to make a “full recovery.” 
However, it’s unclear when he will 
return to his duties as senator.

Could Lujan’s absence derail 
Biden’s priorities?
Lujan’s absence could complicate 
US President Joe Biden’s agenda 
in the coming months, as the Dem-
ocrats only have a 50-member 
majority in the Senate, with Vice 
President Kamala Harris serving 
as the tiebreaking vote. 

One of Biden’s plans is confi rm-
ing a new justice on the nation’s 
highest court, after Supreme 
Court Justice Stephen Breyer 

announced his retirement last 
week. Biden is expected to an-
nounce a Black female nominee 
to replace Breyer by the end of this 
month.

The nominee would require all 
50 Democratic senators to vote in 
favor of her confi rmation. Biden 
is also under pressure, as Repub-
licans could take control of the 
chamber following the upcoming 
November midterm elections.

A top Senate Democrat, Dick 
Durbin of Illinois, expressed shock 
on Tuesday after hearing the news 
of Lujan’s hospitalization, but said 
it’s unclear how it will aff ect the 
schedule in the chamber.

“I’m so glad to hear that he will 
make a full recovery. We look for-
ward to his quick return to the 
Senate,” Senate Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer of New York 
tweeted in response to the news. 

Lujan began his fi rst term in the 
Senate in January 2021, after serv-
ing in the House of Representa-
tives for over a decade. DW

H O S P I T A L I Z E D

Taliban ban fi ghters from taking 

guns to amusement parks

KABUL: Fighters from the mili-
tant Taliban group now ruling 
Afghanistan have been told not to 
carry their weapons when visiting 
amusement parks and funfairs, 
a spokesperson said on Wednes-
day. They have also been asked to 
change into civilian clothing.

The move comes after the in-
ternet was fl ooded in Septem-
ber with videos and pictures 
of arms-toting Taliban fi ghters 
at leisure facilities and parks 
around the country following 
the group’s takeover the preced-
ing month — on pedal boats and 
bumper cars, or grabbing an ice 
cream while laying their rifl es 
down for a moment.

“Mujahideen of the Islamic 
Emirate are not allowed to enter 
amusement parks with weapons, 
military uniforms and vehicles,” 
the main Taliban spokesper-
son, Zabihullah Mujahid, said on 
Twitter. “[They] are obliged to 
abide by all the rules and regula-
tions of amusement parks.”

More moderate?
The images provoked much criti-
cism amid concerns that other 
visitors might feel apprehensive 
at the sight of armed men wear-
ing khaki in a place designed for 
entertainment. There were also 
concerns as to whether the grown 
men were suited to the rides and 
attractions.

“This equipment is designed 
for diff erent weight categories, 
such as children and the elder-
ly, but some armed people use 

it without thinking about the 
rules,” a worker at Habibullah 
Zazai Park in the capital, Kabul, 
who wished to remain anony-
mous, told the Spanish EFE news 
agency.

The Taliban, who espouse a 
particularly rigid and severe in-
terpretation of Islam, were fre-
quently known to brutally enforce 
their version of what is moral and 
right when they last ruled from 
1996 to 2001, before they were 
ousted by a US-led invasion. DW

N O  W E A P O N S

US national debt 
skyrockets, tops 
$30tn for fi rst time
NEW YORK: America’s national 
debt on Tuesday hit another so-
bering milestone surpassing USD 
30 trillion for the fi rst time.

Total public debt outstanding is 
now above USD 30 trillion, accord-
ing to Treasury Department data, 
reported CNN. 

The national debt has skyrock-
eted in recent decades, driven up 
in part by the 2008 fi nancial crisis 
and then the pandemic.

COVID-19 pandemic
Government borrowing accelerat-
ed during the COVID-19 pandemic 
as Washington spent aggressively 
to cushion the economic blow 
from the crisis. The national debt 
has surged by about USD 7 trillion 
since the end of 2019.

The latest debt milestone comes 
at a delicate time as borrowing 
costs are expected to rise, reported 
CNN.

After many years of rock-bot-
tom interest rates, the Federal 
Reserve is shifting into infl ation-
fi ghting mode. The Fed is planning 

to launch its fi rst series of rate 
hikes since 2015. Higher borrow-
ing costs will only make it harder 
to fi nance that mountain of debt.

JPMorgan
“It doesn’t mean a short-term 
crisis, but it does mean we are go-
ing to be poorer in the long term,” 
said David Kelly, chief global 
strategist at JPMorgan Asset 
Management.

$5 trillion
Interest costs alone are projected 
to surpass USD 5 trillion over the 
next 10 years and will amount to 
nearly half of all federal revenue 
by 2051, according to the Peter G 
Peterson Foundation, an organiza-
tion focused on raising awareness 
to the fi scal challenge.

The federal government now 
owes almost USD 8 trillion to for-
eign and international investors, 
led by Japan and China. Eventu-
ally, that will need to be paid back, 
with interest. 

ANI
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ISC Women, OWCA, 

MCCC Yellow score 

big victories

Times News Service 

MUSCAT: Suhani Dadhwal 
struck an elegant 64 to help ISC 
Women to an emphatic 62-run 
victory against Muscat Women in 
a Women’s League T20 game at 
Oman Cricket Turf 2 in Amerat.

Suhani, who hit 7 fours and a 
six, got good support from Jayad-
hanya Gunasekar (37) as the duo 
added 109 runs for the second 
wicket. ISC ended its 20 overs at 
a robust 146 for 4. Amanda Dcosta 
took 2 for 23.

Muscat failed to make a match 
of it, getting bundled out for 84 in 
19.4 overs, Nikita Rajesh topscor-
ing with 29. Jayadhanya claimed 
2 for 9.

Brief Scores (Women’s League 
T20): ISC Women 146 for 4 in 
20 overs (Suhaani Dadhwal 64 – 
7x4, 1x6, Jayadhanya Gunasekar 
37 – 4x4, Amanda Dcosta 2-23) 
beat Muscat Women 84 all out in 
19.4 overs (Nikhitaa Jagadish 29 – 
2x4, Jayadhanya Gunasekar 2-9) 
by 62 runs.

OWCA emerge winner
In another match, Minduli Meda-
goda’s superb spell in which she 
picked up 4 for 13 powered OWCA 
Women to a mighty 10-wicket 
win over Wadi Kabir Women at 
OC Turf 1.

Minduli was instrumental in 
having Wadi Kabir dismissed for 
60 with brilliant bowling by Afi -
da Aftab and Anshita Lalit who 
claimed two wickets each. Shreya 
Suresh topscored with 20.

OWCA had a cakewalk chase, 
racing to the target in only 6.5 
overs, scoring 61 without loss for a 
massive win.

Brief Scores (Women’s 
League): Wadi Kabir Women 60 
all out in 20 overs (Shreya Suresh 
20 – 2x4, Minduli Medagoda 
4-13, Afi da Aftab 2-14, Anshita 
Lalit 2-2) lost to OWCA Women 
61 for 0 in 6.5 overs (Sakshi Vi-
jaya 32 – 5x4, Nitya Joshi 23 – 
3x4) by 10 wickets.

Kriv stars in MCCC 
Yellow win

In a Junior League Under-13 
T20 game, MCCC Yellow rode on 
an excellent 93 by Kriv Rajesh to 
thrash ISWK B by 161 runs.

MCCC Yellow’s total of 244 for 2 
also included superb fi fties by Mo-
hammed Imran (55) and Shravan 
Sridhar (50).

ISWK B could not fi nd any 
rhythm, limping to 83 for 9 in 20 
overs due to brilliant bowling by 
Pradhiyuin (2 for 9) and Vihaan 
Sanjay (2 for 10). Naitik Tushar 
was its main batter, scoring 20.

Brief Scores (Junior Division 
U13): MCCC Yellow 244 for 2 in 20 
overs (Kriv Rajesh 93 – 13x4, Mo-
hammed Imran 55 – 7x4, Shravan 
Sridhar 50 – 4x4) beat ISWK B 83 
for 9 in 20 overs (Naitik Tushar-
kumar 20 – 1x4, Pradhiyuin 2-9, 
Vihaan Sanjay 2- 10) by 161 runs.

Brief Scores (Junior Division 
U13): MCCC Blue 137 for 9 in 20 
overs (Abdul Muqsith 40 – 7x4, 
Pranav Nivash 26 – 4x4, Hadi Mu-
hammed 3-25, Nithin Jayarajan 
2-22) lost to ISM 138 for 1 in 16 
overs (Hafi z Mohamed 46 – 4x4, 
Swagath Navaneetha 40 – 5x4) by 
8 wickets.

Brief Scores (Junior Division 
U13): MCCC Red 169 for 3 in 20 
overs (Karnik Samir 70 – 6x4, 
Yohan Sriram 56) beat BSC B 78 
all out in 20 overs (Aarav Saraiya 
11, Sivabalaji Siddeshwaran 3-9, 
Vatrana Radhika 2-2) by 91 runs.

C R I C K E T  R O U N D - U PTour of Oman aims 
to captivate the 
world once again

Times News Service 

MUSCAT: The return of the 
Tour of Oman brings both famil-
iar horizons and new opportuni-
ties to further explore the Jewel 
of Arabia. 

The 11th edition of the race 
will see an international peloton 
of 18 teams battle over 891km, 
with six varied stages covering 
both coastline and mountains, 
including the iconic Jabal Al 
Akhdar (Green Mountain).

The action will begin in Al 
Rustaq, a former capital of Oman, 
whose historic fort will welcome 
the start of stage 1. From there, 
the peloton will head to the Oman 
Convention and Exhibition Centre 
in Muscat. The mostly fl at route 
(138km) could favour explosive 
riders such as Sonny Colbrelli, 
winner in the same place in 2019.

Stage 2 will bring fast rac-
ing as well, as the peloton heads 
from Naseem Park to Sohar, one 
of the most important ports in 
the history of the area. Sprinters 
can eye another opportunity to 
shine, but with 167.5km to cover 

along the coast, everyone will be 
wary of echelons en route to the 
Suhar Corniche!

More intense racing is expect-
ed on days 3 and 4, with punchy 
routes to open up the battle for 
the fi nal victory. On stage 3, the 
peloton will start from the Sultan 
Qaboos University and chase glo-
ry on the uphill fi nish of Qurayyat 
(2.8km at 6.5 percent), where 
Alexey Lutsenko took the leader’s 
jersey in 2019.

Stage 4 promises a thriller be-
tween Al Sifah and the Royal Op-
era House Muscat (119.5km) with 
a punchy circuit around the climb 

of Bausher Al Amerat (Jabal 
Street) following the ascents of Al 
Jissah and Wadi Al Kabir.

Intensity will keep rising as the 
race gets closer to its conclusion, 
with a climax expected on the 
slopes of Jabal Al Akhdhar (Green 
Mountain). The grueling ascent 
(5.7km, 10.5 percent) is set to wel-
come the queen stage (150.5km 
from Samail) for the 10th time in 
the history of the Tour of Oman. 

Climbers will attempt to follow 
in the footsteps of winners such 
as Vincenzo Nibali, Joaquim 
Rodriguez, Chris Froome and 
Miguel Angel Lopez.

The fi nal stage brings the pelo-
ton back to Muscat, with a start in 
the prestigious district of Al Mouj 
and a traditional fi nish on the 
Muttrah Corniche. Fast men such 
as Alexander Kristoff  and Mark 
Cavendish are used to shining in 
these spectacular settings where 
the overall winners of the Tour of 
Oman have been crowned since 
Fabian Cancellara won the inau-
gural edition in 2010.

The 11th edition of 

the race will see an 

international peloton 

of 18 teams battle 

over 891km

NZ all-rounder Daryl Mitchell awarded 
with ICC Spirit of Cricket accolade
DUBAI: New Zealand’s Daryl 
Mitchell has been named the re-
cipient of the ICC Spirit of Crick-
et Award after his gesture in the 
2021 ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 
semi-fi nal against England in 
Abu Dhabi.

As a result, Mitchell has be-
come the fourth New Zealand 
player to win the award, following 
the footsteps of Daniel Vettori, 

Brendon McCullum and Kane 
Williamson. Mitchell wins the 
award for refusing to take a single 
in the high-pressure T20 World 
Cup semi-fi nal against England in 
Abu Dhabi on November 10, 2021.

“It’s an honour to receive the 
ICC Spirit of Cricket Award,” 
Mitchell said in an offi  cial release. 
“To be part of that T20 World Cup 
in UAE was an amazing experi-

ence, and to receive an award like 
this is pretty cool.”

“It’s something that we pride 
ourselves on as New Zealand-
ers, the way we go about playing 
our cricket, and yes, the Spirit of 
Cricket side. Personally, I felt I got 
in the way and we wanted to win 
on our own terms, and didn’t want 
to be controversial in such a big 
game,” he added. ANI

C R I C K E T
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MSX INDEX ENDS HIGHER
The MSX index closed at 4,124.44 points, 
up by 0.33 per cent from the previous 
close. The Sharia Index ended up by 0.30 
per cent at 503.18 points. Muscat City 
Desalination, up 4.60 per cent, was the 
top gainer while, Raysut Cement, down 
3.52 per cent, was the top loser.

GDP to grow at 6.1% 
this year in GCC

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) growth in the Gulf Co-
operation Council (GCC) coun-
tries will see a surge and grow at 
6.1 per cent in 2022, on the back of 
higher oil prices, increased oil pro-
duction, and robust momentum in 
non-oil activity.

This will be the fastest pace of 

cyclical expansion since 2011 and is 
higher than other emerging markets 
(EM) peers, the MUFG Research re-
leased on Wednesday suggests.

“A supportive oil market, ro-
bust momentum in non-oil activ-
ity, stronger balance sheets, and 
easing geopolitical tensions are 
driving a compelling GCC story 
in 2022,” according to research 
author Ehsan Khoman, Head of 

MUFG’s EMEA Emerging Mar-
kets Research team.

“The GCC authorities’ unabat-
ed drive to realise their National 
Vision strategies of structural 
transformation away from hydro-
carbons will also continue to gain 
traction,” he further added.

 “The GCC 2022 outlook is 
markedly skewed to the upside 
this year. The robust vaccination 
programme, ongoing reopenings 
and higher oil prices as well as 
production, is spurring a real GDP 
growth forward in the region, Eh-
san Khoman explains.

“Following several years of hav-
ing fi scal defi cits, the GCC will 
rebuild its buff ers in 2022. Higher 
government revenues and the ra-
tionalisation of expenditure in 
2022 budgets will strengthen the 
countries’ balance sheets and of-
fer the greater fi scal capacity to 

navigate towards a post-pandemic 
equilibrium,” he added.

This will lead to an aggregate 
GCC fi scal surplus in 2022 of $27 
billion, the fi rst since 2014.

The oil surge and austerity 
measures will support sovereign 
balance sheets, with the GCC’s fi -
nancing need remaining limited 
at only $2.8 billion in 2022, and 
its Debt Capital Markets’ needs 
(DCM) at only $4.8 billion.

According to the research, the 
economic growth in the GCC will 
also outperform all EM peers in 
2022 except Asia, with Saudi and 
the UAE leading this recovery, giv-
en their impressive bounce back 
in non-oil GDP, a rebound in their 
domestic demand, their higher 
investment levels in line with Na-
tional Vision strategies, as well as 
being best-positioned to respond 
to the global economic recovery.

This will be the fastest pace of cyclical 

expansion since 2011 and is higher than other 

emerging markets peers, the MUFG Research 

suggests

RESEARCH: The economic growth in the GCC will also outperform all EM peers in 2022 except Asia, with Saudi Arabia and the UAE lead-

ing this recovery, given their impressive bounce back in non-oil GDP, a rebound in their domestic demand, their higher investment levels 

in line with National Vision strategies. – Photo used for illustrative purpose only

Oman Banks Association discusses enhancing banking excellence

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman Banks Associa-
tion (OBA), held its Board of Direc-
tors meeting on February 2, 2022. 
Chaired by Abdul Hakeem Al 
Ojaili, Chairman of OBA the board 
discussed and deliberated on the 
development and enhancing bank-

ing excellence in Oman. 
The OBA Board of Directors 

comprises 12 members, represent-
ing member banks. 

They meet every quarter and 
minutes of the meetings are circu-
lated to member banks, the Central 
Bank of Oman and the Ministry of 
Social Development. 

With a comprehensive agenda 
ranging from several important 
current plans and future goals, the 
board met and engaged in strate-
gic deliberations. 

The board also approved 2021 
audited fi nancial results and re-
viewed and discussed the audit re-
port. Since its formation, the Oman 

Banks Association has committed 
itself and drawn plans of action 
to provide ongoing support to the 
banking sector of Oman through 
its various stages of growth.

The board thanked the Central 
Bank of Oman, the Capital Mar-
ket Authority and the Ministry of 
Social Development for their con-

tinuous support and guidance.  
Oman Banks Association is a 

non-profi t professional associa-
tion created to represent the bank-
ing sector, promote Omani bank-
ing activities, coordinate with the 
regulators on matters of policy and 
strategy and support banking ex-
cellence in Oman.

F I R S T  M E E T I N G  O F  2 0 2 2

Sohar Port presents 

port capabilities at 

Breakbulk Middle 

East 2022 in Dubai

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Sohar Port and Fre-
ezone joined logistics provider C. 
Steinweg Oman (CSO), General 
Cargo Operator Terminal at the 
port at the Breakbulk Middle East 
2022 international trade confer-
ence and exhibition in Dubai pre-
senting the port’s shipping and lo-
gistics capabilities to companies 
from across the region. 

Breakbulk ME attracts repre-
sentatives from more than 1,700 
companies at every stage of the 
industrial supply chain from over 
70 countries and is one of the few 
events to make direct contact 
with prospective new clients. 

Sohar Port is one of the fast-

est-growing port and freezone 
complexes in the world and has 
attracted close to $27 billion in 
investment by serving diverse 
industries including metals, raw 
materials, plastics and foodstuff s. 
By investing in cutting-edge tech-
nology to maximise effi  ciency, in-
crease throughput and lead the 
expansion and modernisation of 
the Sultanate’s global trade ca-
pacity and logistics sector, Sohar 
Port has continued to attract new 
clients to the freezone and be-
come the gateway for over 70 per 
cent of products entering Oman. 

Sohar Port will take a leading 
role in achieving the national 
economic priorities within 
Oman’s 2040 Vision.

T R A D E  C O N F E R E N C E

EXHIBITION: Breakbulk ME attracts representatives from more 

than 1,700 companies at every stage of the industrial supply 

chain from over 70 countries and is one of the few events to 

make direct contact with prospective new clients. – Supplied picture

Oil climbs 
to 7-year 
highs on US 
stock draw

TOKYO: Oil prices climbed on 
Wednesday toward last week’s 
seven-year highs as a draw in 
US crude stocks confi rmed 
strong demand and a lack of 
supply, but investors remained 
cautious ahead of an OPEC+ 
meeting later in the day.

Brent crude rose 17 cents, or 
0.2 per cent, to $89.33 a barrel by 
0339 GMT, after easing 10 cents 
on Tuesday.

US West Texas Intermediate 
crude was up 16 cents, or 0.2 per 
cent, at $88.36 a barrel, having 
gained 5 cents the previous day.

Tight global supplies and 
geopolitical tensions in East-
ern Europe and the Middle East 
have boosted oil prices by about 
15 per cent so far this year. On 
Friday, crude benchmarks hit 
their highest prices since Oc-
tober 2014, with Brent touch-
ing $91.70 and US crude hitting 
$88.84. -BNA

O I L  P R I C E S
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MSX index 
ends higher

MUSCAT: The MSX index closed 
at 4,124.44 points, up by 0.33 per 
cent from the previous close. The 
Sharia Index ended up by 0.30 per 
cent at 503.18 points. Muscat City 
Desalination, up 4.60 per cent, 
was the top gainer while, Raysut 
Cement, down 3.52 per cent, was 
the top loser. Shares of Ahli Bank 
were the most active in terms of 
the number of shares traded as 
well as in terms of turnover.

A total number of 527 trades 
were executed during the day’s 
trading session, generating a 
turnover of OMR12.6 million, 
with more than 98.6 million 
shares changing hands. Out of 42 
traded securities, 14 advanced, 
11 declined and 17 remained un-
changed. At the session close, 
Omani investors were net buyers 
for OMR356,000 while foreign 
investors were net sellers for 

OMR183,000 followed by GCC & 
Arab investors for OMR173,000 
worth of shares.

Financial Index closed at 
6,583.03 points, up by 0.42 per 
cent. Prices of Sohar Interna-
tional Bank, Vision Insurance, 
Ahli Bank, Al Sharqia Invest-
ment, and Al Madina Takaful 
were up by 2.78 per cent, 2.44 per 
cent, 1.7 per cent, 1.09 per cent, 
and 1.04 per cent respectively. 
Prices of Global Financial Invest-
ments, Muscat Finance, United 
Finance, Taageer Finance, and 
HSBC Bank Oman were down 
by 2.7 per cent, 1.64 per cent, 1.47 
per cent, 1.22 per cent, and 1 per 
cent respectively.                                                                                                      

Industrial Index closed at 
5,813.11 points, down by 0.34 per 
cent. Services Index was up by 
0.07 per cent before closing at 
1,605.55 points. — United Securities

Muscat City Desalination, up 4.60 per cent, 

was the top gainer while, Raysut Cement, 

down 3.52 per cent, was the top loser

MUSCAT
STOCK
EXCHANGE

SHARE PRICE BULLETIN FOR WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 2

REGULAR MARKET .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
OM0000003398 ...........  SOHAR INT. BANK ....................................................  2,583,447 ......286,487..................... 36 ............0.108 ............0.111 ............0.108 ............0.111.............. 0.108 ........... 0.003 ............. 2.778 ................ 0.111 ..............0.098................... 0.111 ................ 0.100 ....331,896,914
OM0000006920 ...........  VISION INSURANCE ................................................ 20,000 ............... 1,680........................ 1 ........... 0.084 ...........0.084 ...........0.084........... 0.084 .............0.082 ........... 0.002 ............. 2.439 ................0.084..............0.084...................0.086................ 0.100 ........8,400,000
OM0000005005 ...........  ALMAHA CERAMICS ................................................30,950 ............. 13,812........................8 ........... 0.440 ........... 0.450 ...........0.440 .......... 0.446 .............0.436 ............0.010 .............2.294 ................0.444..............0.444...................0.450................ 0.100 ..... 24,530,000
OM0000002200 ...........  AHLI BANK ..................................................................  87,584,226 10,510,107 .......................7 ............0.120 ........... 0.120 ...........0.120 ........... 0.120 ............. 0.118 ............ 0.002 ............. 1.695 ................0.120 .............. 0.119...................0.120 ................ 0.100 ... 233,958,896
OM0000001160 ............  NATIONAL GAS .........................................................  200,038 ........... 26,025......................15 ............0.130 ........... 0.131 ............0.130 ........... 0.130 ............. 0.128............ 0.002 ............. 1.563 ................0.130 ..............0.130...................0.130 ................ 0.100 ......11,050,000
OM0000002440 ...........  AL SHARQIA INV. .........................................................97,187 ................9,011......................14 ........... 0.092 ........... 0.093 ...........0.092........... 0.093 .............0.092 ............0.001 ............. 1.087 ................0.093 ..............0.093...................0.093................ 0.100 ........8,370,000
OM0000001525 ............  OMAN INVST& FIN. .................................................  105,000 ............ 16,515........................9 ............0.158 ........... 0.158 ...........0.155 ............0.157 ............. 0.156.............0.001 ............. 0.641 ................0.155 .............. 0.155...................0.158 ................ 0.100 ......37,209,000
OM0000002226 ...........  ALJAZEERA SERVICES .........................................  170,500 ........... 54,464......................17 ........... 0.320 ...........0.320 ...........0.318 ........... 0.320 ............. 0.318............ 0.002 ............. 0.629 ................0.318 .............. 0.316...................0.318 ................ 0.100 ...... 19,585,367
OM0000003026 ...........  OMAN TELECOM........................................................29,830 ............ 23,587........................9 ............0.792 ........... 0.792 ...........0.788 ........... 0.792 ............. 0.788............ 0.004 ............. 0.508 ................0.792 ..............0.784...................0.800 ............... 0.100 .. 594,000,000
OM0000001533 ............  OMINVEST ....................................................................... 1,000 .................. 306........................ 1 ........... 0.306 ...........0.306 ...........0.306........... 0.314 ............. 0.314............ 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.306..............0.302...................0.306 ............... 0.100 ... 209,866,744
OM0000001772 ............  ALANWAR INVESTMENT ......................................32,700 ...............2,739........................5 ........... 0.084 ...........0.084 ...........0.083........... 0.084 .............0.084 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.084..............0.083...................0.084 ............... 0.100 ..... 16,800,000
OM0000002168 ............  AL ANWAR  CERAMIC ....................................................201 .....................86........................2 ........... 0.430 ........... 0.430 ...........0.422........... 0.430 .............0.430 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.422..............0.422...................0.430 ............... 0.100 .....94,600,000
OM0000002796 ...........  BANK MUSCAT ..........................................................  190,503 .........100,580..................... 20 ........... 0.528 ........... 0.528 ...........0.526........... 0.528 .............0.528 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.526 ..............0.526...................0.528................ 0.100 1,887,322,690
OM0000003968 ...........  OOREDOO ....................................................................... 17,296 ................6,131........................6 ........... 0.358 ........... 0.358 ...........0.354........... 0.354 .............0.358 ...........-0.004 ............-1.117 ................0.354 ..............0.356...................0.358................ 0.100 ...230,434,257
OM0000002176 ............  JAZEERA STEEL PROD ..........................................  1,448,043 ....... 577,151......................91 ........... 0.404 ...........0.404 ...........0.396 ........... 0.398 .............0.404 ...........-0.006 ............-1.485................0.396 ..............0.396...................0.404 ............... 0.100 ......49,709,388
OM0000001590 ............  MUSCAT FINANCE ..................................................  147,000...............8,784........................7 ........... 0.062 ........... 0.062 ...........0.059 ........... 0.060 ............. 0.061............-0.001 ............-1.639................0.060..............0.060...................0.065................ 0.100 ...... 18,428,780
OM0000001418 ............  RAYSUT CEMENT ....................................................  202,182 ........... 38,835..................... 26 ............0.195 ........... 0.195 ...........0.190 ........... 0.192 ............. 0.199............-0.007 ............-3.518................0.190 .............. 0.189...................0.190 ................ 0.100 ..... 38,400,000
Total ..................................17 .........................................................................................  92,860,103 11,676,298 .................274

ISIN ...................................................SECURITY NAME ...................................................................................................VOLUME ............... TURNOVER .................... TRADES ............ OPEN PRICE .............. HIGH .....................LOW ................ CLOSE PR. ............PREV. CLOSE............ DIFF (RO) .................. DIFF % ...................... LAST PR ................ LAST BID ..................... LAST OFFER ......................PAR VALUE .......... MARKET CAP

O M A N  S T O C K S

INDICES
Index .................................................High .................Low ..................... Value ............... Prev. Value .......... Diff  ...............Diff  %
MSX 30 INDEX .....................................4,127.44 ...............4,112.00 ...................4,124.44 .................... 4,110.71 .................. 13.73 ................... 0.33
FINANCIAL INDEX .......................... 6,583.02 ............... 6,556.11 ................... 6,583.02 ................... 6,555.65 ..................27.37 ................... 0.42
Industry Index .......................................5,833.56 ................5,813.11 .................... 5,813.11 ...................5,833.04 ................ -19.93 .................. -0.34
Services Index ....................................... 1,610.54 .............. 1,604.62 ....................1,605.55 ...................1,604.36 .....................1.19 ................... 0.07
MSX Shariah Index ................................ 504.29 ..................502.23 .......................503.18 .......................501.68 .................... 1.50 ...................0.30
MSX TR INDEX................................... 4,968.40 ...............4,949.81 ................... 4,964.78 .................. 4,948.25 ..................16.53 ................... 0.33

Trading Summary
Volume ................ Turnover ..........Trades .............. Market Cap............. Up ............Down ............. Equal .........Sec. Traded
98,618,367 ............... 12,666,150 .....................527 .............. 22,290,630,507 ................ 14 ......................11 .................... 17 .........................42

OM0000007084 ...........  MCT DESALINATE ...................................................  128,684 ............ 11,739......................14 ........... 0.092 ........... 0.092 ...........0.090............0.091 .............0.087 ........... 0.004 ............. 4.598 ................0.092..............0.087...................0.092 ............... 0.100 ...... 14,155,086
OM0000001152 ............  OMAN NAT. ENG........................................................  794,297 ........... 95,839..................... 42 ............0.119 ........... 0.122 ........... 0.119 ............0.121 ............. 0.118 ............ 0.003 ............. 2.542 ................0.122 .............. 0.121...................0.122 ................ 0.100 ...... 15,730,000
OM0000004925 ...........  ALBATINAH POWER ..................................................17,972 .................. 874........................3 ........... 0.049 ...........0.049 ...........0.048........... 0.049 .............0.048 ............0.001 ............. 2.083 ................0.048..............0.048...................0.051 ................ 0.100 ......33,069,484
OM0000004768 ...........  MADINA TAKAFUL ....................................................83,000 ...............8,054......................11 ........... 0.097 ........... 0.098 ...........0.097 ........... 0.097 .............0.096 ............0.001 ............. 1.042 ................0.098 ..............0.097...................0.098................ 0.100 ......16,975,000
OM0000001483 ............  NATIONAL BANK OMAN ....................................... 20,000 ................3,791........................4 ............0.189 ........... 0.190 ...........0.189 ........... 0.190 ............. 0.189.............0.001 ............. 0.529 ................0.190 ..............0.190...................0.189 ................ 0.100 ...308,929,808
OM0000001095 ............  DHOFAR INSURANCE ..............................................10,000 ...............1,960........................ 1 ............0.196 ........... 0.196 ...........0.196 ............0.196 ............. 0.196............ 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.196 .............. 0.196...................0.000 ............... 0.100 ......19,600,000
OM0000001319 ............  ALUMINIUM PROD. ...................................................22,435 ...............2,535........................4 ............0.110 ........... 0.113 ............0.110 ............0.113 ............. 0.113 ............ 0.000 .............0.000 ................ 0.113 ...............0.111...................0.120 ................ 0.100 .........3,793,574
OM0000001681 ............  OMAN  EMIRATES HO. ...........................................  128,084 .............. 7,693......................11 ........... 0.060 ........... 0.062 ...........0.060........... 0.060 .............0.060 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.062..............0.060...................0.066................ 0.100 ........ 7,312,500
OM0000003661 ............  VOLTAMP ENERGY.....................................................27,681 ...............2,546........................4 ............0.091 ........... 0.092 ...........0.091 ........... 0.092 .............0.092 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.092..............0.090...................0.092 ............... 0.100 .........7,489,053
OM0000003711 ............  SOHAR POWER ..................................................................950 .................... 40........................ 1 ........... 0.042 ...........0.042 ...........0.042 .......... 0.042 .............0.042 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.042............. 0.000...................0.042 ............... 0.100 ........9,282,420
OM0000004248 ...........  SMN POWER HOLDING ............................................. 1,000 .....................47........................ 1 ........... 0.047 ........... 0.047 ...........0.047........... 0.048 .............0.048 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.047............. 0.044...................0.000 ............... 0.100 ........9,582,509
OM0000004420 ...........  BANK NIZWA ..............................................................  198,446 ............19,653........................9 ........... 0.100 ........... 0.100 ...........0.099........... 0.099 .............0.099 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.099 ..............0.099................... 0.101 ................ 0.100 ... 221,458,350
OM0000004669 ...........  SHARQIYAH DESALIN. ............................................40,760 ...............4,076........................3 ........... 0.100 ........... 0.100 ...........0.100 ........... 0.100 .............0.100 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.100 ..............0.092...................0.100................ 0.100 .........9,780,216
OM0000004735 ...........  SEMBCORP SALALAH ................................................ 1,000 .....................72........................ 1 ........... 0.072 ........... 0.072 ...........0.072............0.071 ............. 0.071............ 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.072 ..............0.073...................0.075 ................ 0.100 ...... 67,774,608
OM0000004933 ...........  AL SUWADI POWER ................................................  169,400 ..............8,302......................11 ........... 0.049 ........... 0.050 ...........0.049........... 0.049 .............0.049 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.049..............0.049...................0.049 ............... 0.100 ...... 35,005,911
OM0000005260 ...........  OMAN ARAB BANK ......................................................4,500 .................. 720........................ 1 ............0.160 ........... 0.160 ...........0.160 ........... 0.160 ............. 0.160 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.160 ............. 0.000...................0.159 ................ 0.100 ....267,105,600
OM0000008447 ...........  OMAN REIT FUND ......................................................18,187 ............... 1,498........................4 ........... 0.084 ...........0.084 ...........0.082........... 0.082 .............0.082 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.084..............0.080...................0.084 ............... 0.100 ......38,637,284
OM0000001517 ............  HSBC BANK OMAN ..................................................  830,000 ........... 82,180......................15 ........... 0.099 ........... 0.100 ...........0.099........... 0.099 .............0.100 ...........-0.001 ........... -1.000 ...............0.099 ..............0.096................... 0.110 ................ 0.100 ... 198,030,966
OM0000003281 ............  TAAGEER FINANCE ..................................................88,080 ................7,159........................6 ........... 0.082 ........... 0.082 ...........0.081 ........... 0.081 .............0.082 ...........-0.001 ........... -1.220 ...............0.081 .............. 0.081...................0.083................ 0.100 ..... 20,540,790
OM0000003521 ............  GALFAR ENGINEER. ...............................................  1,463,000 ...... 106,799..................... 52 ........... 0.073 ........... 0.073 ...........0.073 ........... 0.073 .............0.074 ...........-0.001 ............-1.351 ................0.073 ..............0.073...................0.079................ 0.100 .......14,818,011
OM0000002374............  UNITED FINANCE ...................................................  835,788.............55,631..................... 34 ........... 0.067 ........... 0.067 ...........0.066........... 0.067 .............0.068 ...........-0.001 ............-1.471 ................0.067 ..............0.066...................0.068................ 0.100 ......23,392,676
OM0000007407 ...........  DHOFAR GENERATING .........................................  120,000 ..............6,928........................8 ........... 0.058 ........... 0.058 ...........0.057 ........... 0.058 .............0.059 ...........-0.001 ............-1.695 ................0.057 ..............0.057...................0.059................ 0.100 ......12,889,920
OM0000005963 ...........  PHOENIX POWER.......................................................10,000 .................. 470........................2 ........... 0.047 ........... 0.047 ...........0.047........... 0.047 .............0.048 ...........-0.001 ........... -2.083 ...............0.047..............0.047...................0.049 ............... 0.100 ......68,742,269
OM0000003125 ............  GLOBAL INV. H ...........................................................  198,000 ........... 14,246........................9 ........... 0.072 ........... 0.072 ...........0.071 ........... 0.072 .............0.074 ...........-0.002 ........... -2.703 ...............0.071 .............. 0.071...................0.072................ 0.100 ..... 14,400,000
Total ..................................24 ........................................................................................  5,211,264 ......442,852................... 251

Parallel Market .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Omicron restrains US manufacturing

WASHINGTON: A measure of 
US manufacturing activity fell to a 
14-month low in January amid an 
outbreak of COVID-19 cases, sup-
porting the view that economic 
growth lost steam at the start of 
the year.

But the survey from the Institute 
for Supply Management (ISM) 
marked the third straight month 
of signs of improvements in labour 
and supplier delivery performance. 

Unfi nished work increased at its 
slowest pace in 15 months and 
manufacturers remained upbeat 
on demand, Reuters reported.

Still, Timothy Fiore, chair of 
the ISM manufacturing business 
survey committee, noted “short-
ages of critical intermediate ma-
terials, diffi  culties in transporting 
products and lack of direct labour 
on factory fl oors due to the COV-
ID-19 Omicron variant.”

“While off  to a somewhat rocky 
start, 2022 will be a good year for 
US manufacturing,” said Oren 
Klachkin, lead US economist at 
Oxford Economics in New York.

 The ISM’s index of national 
factory activity dropped to a 
reading of 57.6 last month, the 
lowest since November 2020, 
from 58.8 in December. A reading 
above 50 indicates expansion in 
manufacturing. -BNA

M A N U F A C T U R I N G  A C T I V I T Y

Indian stocks 
rally for 3rd 
day, Sensex 
closes 696 
points higher

MUMBAI: The Indian equi-
ties markets continued winning 
run for the third straight day 
on Wednesday as key indices 
Sensex and Nifty closed with 
a gain of over 1 per cent led by 
strong buying support in fi nan-
cial and IT stocks.

The 30 stock S&P BSE 
Sensex closed at 59,558.33 
points, which is 695.76 points or 
1.18 per cent higher when com-
pared with its previous day’s 
close at 58,862.57 points.

The Sensex opened with 
handsome gains at 59,293.44 
points and surged to a high of 
59,618.51 points in the intra-day. 
The broader Nifty 50 of the Na-
tional Stock Exchange closed 
203.15 points or 1.16 per cent 
higher at 17,780 points against its 
previous day’s close at 17,576.85 
points. Earlier the Nifty opened 
in the positive at 17,706.20 points 
and surged to a high of 17,794.60 
points in the intra-day.

The stock markets have rallied 
after the presentation of Union 
Budget 2022-23. In the budget 
tabled in Parliament on Tues-
day, Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman has proposed to sig-
nifi cantly boost investments to 
accelerate economic growth. -ANI

E Q U I T I E S  M A R K E T S



A
s one gets older, it be-
comes even more im-
portant to remain physi-
cally active, not just to 
remain fi t, but also to 
improve one’s cognitive 

performance. A new study by re-
searchers at University of Califor-
nia San Diego School of Medicine 
has shed light on this.

Their fi ndings were published 
in the journal ‘JMIR mHealth and 
uHealth’.

   The study added to the canon 
of research associating physical 
activity with cognitive perfor-
mance, this time using 90 middle-
aged and older subjects who wore 
accelerometers while physically 
active and completed mobile cog-
nitive testing from home.

“The future of lifestyle in-
terventions really needs to be 
remote-based,” said Raeanne 

Moore, PhD, associate professor 
in the Department of Psychiatry at 
UC San Diego School of Medicine 
and principal investigator of the 
study. “The pandemic has made 
this especially clear.”

On the days their physical ac-
tivity increased, the study found, 
the 50 to 74-year-old participants 
performed more eff ectively on an 
executive function task, and on 
the days when their physical ac-
tivity decreased, so too did their 
cognitive performance.

“It was a very linear relation-
ship,” Moore said. “We hypoth-
esized that we would fi nd this, but 
we couldn’t be sure because we 
weren’t telling people to increase 
their physical activity. They just 
did what they do every day.”

First author Zvinka Zlatar, PhD, 
a clinical psychologist at UC San 
Diego School of Medicine, added: 

“Future interventions, in which we 
ask people to increase their physi-
cal activity, will help us determine 
if daily changes in physical activ-
ity lead to daily gains in cognition 
measured remotely or vice versa.”

The correlation between physi-
cal activity and cognition re-
mained when adjustments were 
made for various co-morbidities, 
such as HIV status, age, sex, edu-
cation and race/ethnicity. But it 
held only for persons who func-
tion dependently -- who rely on 
others to perform the tasks of dai-
ly living, such as managing house-
hold activities or paying the bills.

“For them, physical activity may 
have a greater benefi t on daily, re-
al-world cognitive performance,” 
Moore said, a fi nding consistent 
with research into Alzheimer’s 
disease and related dementias.

Though it didn’t fall within the 

purview of this study, Moore spec-
ulated that, because functionally 
independent adults likely perform 
more cognitively stimulating and 
social activities, which are known 
to have positive impacts on brain 
health, physical activity may have 
less of an impact on cognition.

Moore and Zlatar said their 
work has implications for the de-
velopment of novel digital health 
interventions to preserve brain 
health in aging.

“We don’t know yet if there’s a 
cumulative, long-term eff ect to 
these small daily fl uctuations in 
cognition,” Zlatar said. “That’s 
something we plan to study next 
-- to see if performing physical ac-
tivity at diff erent intensities over 
time, in unsupervised settings, 
can produce long-term improve-
ments in brain health and sus-
tained behavior change.” – ANI
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D A I LY  P H Y S I C A L 
A C T I V I T Y  B O O S T S 

B R A I N  F U N C T I O N 
I N  M I D D L E - A G E D , 

O L D E R  A D U LT S

STARZPLAY, the lead-
ing subscription video on demand 
(SVOD) service in the MENA 
region, partners with Discovery 
to present its ‘Original’, ‘Say Yes 
to the Dress Arabia,’ available to 
stream exclusively on the plat-
form from February 11, 2022, with 
two episodes released each week.

‘Say Yes To The Dress Arabia’, 
a STARZPLAY Original is com-
ing to the Middle East for the 
fi rst time.  It gives brides from the 
region a once-in-lifetime oppor-
tunity to feature on the show and 
fi nd their perfect wedding dress. 

The Arabian edition is the 25th 
local spin-off  of the popular series 
featuring 20 brides from various 
cultural backgrounds, ranging in 
age from 23 to 50, all in search for 
their dream wedding dress.

Shot at the Hazar Haute Cou-
ture in Dubai - the largest wedding 
dress producer in the Gulf region 
—- the bridal boutique houses an 
unrivalled collection of one-of-
one bridal dresses, that perfectly 
accommodated the bridal budgets 

ranging from $615 to $14,000.
‘Say Yes to the Dress Arabia’ 

beautifully captures the emotion-
al journeys of brides-to-be, bun-
dled with the show’s trademark 
fun family drama, as each loved 
one holds their own opinion on the 
dress. Hosted by renowned Leba-
nese celebrity stylist, Khalil Zein, 
an expert and in-demand stylist in 
the Arab world, Khalil has dressed 
many celebrities from across the 
region, including Haifa Wehbe, 
Rahma Riad, Nancy Ajram, Maya 
Diab, and Nadine Nassib Njeim, to 
name a few.

A virtual event to mark the 
show’s launch was held by STAR-
ZPLAY and Discovery. Joining 
several of the brides in the event 
were host Khalil Zein, Khaled 
Benchouche, SVP of Program-
ming & Acquisitions, STAR-
ZPLAY and Anouska Widdess, 
Senior Director of TLC & Channel 
Operations, Discovery Communi-
cations.

Say Yes to The Dress Arabia 
Host Khalil Zein, said: “It is an 
honour to be part of a show with 

such an iconic legacy and it brings 
me great pride to be part its fi rst 
regional appearance. The process 
of helping the brides, from a pleth-
ora of diff erent backgrounds, was a 
fruitful challenge. I am very excit-
ed for the viewers to watch what 
we worked so hard to put together 
and I am sure they will enjoy every 
bit of it as much as we did.  Thank 
you to the STARZPLAY and Dis-
covery teams for giving me this 
wonderful opportunity.”

Khaled Benchouche, SVP of 
Programming & Acquisitions, 
STARZPLAY, said: “The addition 
of ‘Say Yes to the Dress Arabia’ 
to our content portfolio refl ects 
STARZPLAY’s commitment to 
bring quality content to our local 
audience. ‘Say Yes to the Dress 
Arabia’ showcases a diverse ros-
ter of brides with many diff erent 
backgrounds and stories, which 
will indeed resonate with our 
viewers. The series underlines 
STARZPLAY’s focus on delivering 
world-class homegrown content 
with regional relevance, and we 
are proud to add it to our library of 

STARZPLAY Original shows.”
Anouska Widdess, Senior Di-

rector of TLC & Channel Op-
erations, Discovery Communica-
tions, added: “TLC’s Say Yes to 
The Dress is one of Discovery’s 
most beloved global franchises, 
having gained a cult following 
worldwide. 

We are proud to be partnering 
with STARZPLAY to fi nally bring 
the region its own edition, espe-
cially since MENA is famous for 
having some of the most glamor-
ous weddings and brides. We trust 
regional viewers will enjoy the 
diversity of dresses, personalities 
and culture the show has to off er.” 

discovery+, the defi nitive non-
fi ction, real life subscription 
streaming service from Discovery, 
Inc., signed an exclusive deal with 
STARZPLAY in July 2021 to bring 
‘Say Yes to The Dress Arabia’ to 
the region. 

Fans of ‘Say Yes to The Dress’ 
can already enjoy plenty of sea-
sons of this popular series on the 
discovery+ add-on channel on 
STARZPLAY. 

Here Come the Brides:
‘Say Yes to the Dress Arabia’

Future interventions, in which we ask people 

to increase their physical activity, will help us 

determine if daily changes in physical activity 

lead to daily gains in cognition measured 

remotely or vice versa
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November 21, 2019 was a 
big day Mary Millben can 
hardly forget.

On that day, the prominent 
American and Hollywood actress 
and singer became the fi rst artist 
to sing both the U.S. national an-
them along with the Chinese na-
tional anthem marking the 40th 
Anniversary of U.S.-China Stu-
dent Exchanges at the Embassy of 
the People's Republic of China in 
the United States.

"I was the fi rst African-Amer-
ican to sing both anthems and 
certainly the Chinese Anthem in 
Chinese," Millben told Xinhua re-
cently, recalling the beautiful mo-
ments she had at the event hosted 
by the Chinese Embassy in coor-
dination with the U.S. Department 
of State Bureau of Educational and 
Cultural Aff airs.

"It brought me back to my par-
ticipation and life as an exchange 
student in China," said Millben, 
who have visited and studied in 
China as a part of the University of 
Oklahoma Journey (OU) to China 
2006 summer program.

The six-week programme was 
Millben's fi rst visit abroad, and 
it took the midwestern girl, who 
had no idea about how large the 
Chinese community was in Okla-
homa, to China's four universities 

in four major cities -- Xi'an Inter-
national Studies University, Yun-
nan University (Kunming), Peking 
University (Beijing), and Fudan 
University (Shanghai).

"It was a life-changing experi-
ence," she said.

What China impresses me
"I literally chose the furthest place 
from Oklahoma, and that actually 
happened to be China... that's the 
truth. That's actually how it fi rst 
started," chuckled Millben, who 
studied opera in OU.

Millben said she felt very much 
indebted to then OU President, 
David Lyle Boren, also veteran pol-
itician in the state of Oklahoma, 
who knew the value that China 
played in the context of diplomatic 
relations with the United States 
and brought the journey to China 
program to the university.

"I didn't know much at all about 
China. What really intrigued me 
was the opportunity to be really 
thrown into a culture over weeks 
or a period of time, and to learn 
the culture, the history and its peo-
ple," Millben, who was joined by a 
make-up of 17 OU students from 
diff erent majors, races and back-
grounds during the 2006 China 
trip. "I was so excited for this as-
similation into a diff erent part of 

the world," said Millben.
The fi rst morning she woke up 

around 6 am in Xi'an International 
Studies University hearing "all of 
this noise" outside her dormitory. 
"I'm not exaggerating, but there 
were hundreds of students on the 
fi eld track which was right out-
side my window practicing their 
English."

"I was so amazed. That con-
tinued by the way over the entire 
course of our time there, seeing 
the diligence of the students, prac-
ticing their English, I was very 
impressed."

Millben said she didn't have 
much of a cultural shock in China. 
"The heritage and the longevity of 
the Chinese culture was incredibly 
fascinating."

"Probably one of the most 
memorable times was climbing 
the Great Wall of China. It was an 
incredible and exhausting experi-
ence," she said. "The beauty of the 
landscape of China at that height, 
it was such a joy."

During her stop in Lijiang, Yu-
nan, Millben got a rare opportuni-
ty to meet virtuoso Xuan Ke, now 
91, head of Dayan Naxi Orchestra, 
whose musicians play centuries-
old instruments without music 
sheets.

"It was really sitting at that mo-

ment witnessing a piece of Chi-
nese history in real time," she said.

"The one consistency between 
all was the warmth that I felt from 
the Chinese people, and the value 
of the country's rich history," she 
emphasized.

Culture cultivates friendship
In recent years, Millben has dedi-
cated her platform as an artist to 
fi nding ways in strengthening ties 
with countries.

She performed the song "Let 
There Be Peace On Earth" for the 
2021 Chinese New Year celebra-
tion hosted by Chinese Embassy 
during the pandemic.

"The greatest way to develop 
friendship is to get to know each 
other ... Culture is a great reminder 
of our commonalities," she said, 
adding "it reminds us that we are 
one family."

She suggested "the best way to 
do that is to encourage that type of 
learning early in one's life."

"It's why student exchanges, 
getting students to study abroad 
in high school and in college is so 
important to professional develop-
ment," she said.  "It was certainly 
for me, how studying abroad in 
China really impacted the way that 
I feel about China and the Asian 
American community today."

In any culture, the younger gen-
erations are "much more open, ac-
cepting and tolerant, of less preju-
dice," Millben said.

"I think that's a beautiful trait 
among younger generations that 
we can all learn from. We have to 
fi nd ways in the context of older 
generations to take on the heart 
of a child, a young person and lean 
into inclusiveness, lean into those 
commonalities that we all share as 
a human race, as a global family," 
she said.

Actually, Millben was "on a very 
fast track" in pursuit of a career in 
American politics as in 2005 she 
worked as a summer White House 
intern for President George W. 
Bush and as a White House presi-
dential appointee for President 
Bush from September 2006 to 
January 2009.

Can't wait to visit 
china again
Calling herself "a small-town girl 
from the midwest," Millben said 
her experience encourages people 
to "dream big and know everything 
and anything is possible."

"My journey started with very 
humble beginnings. Success is 
not a destination. But success is 
a journey that's fi lled with many 
commas, I would say. So, try to en-

joy the journey along the way, and 
defi ne success by those beautiful 
moments," she said.

Whatever the future has in store, 
Millben said she hopes to continue 
to be "a voice of hope."

"I hope my future continues to 
include opportunities to help unify 
the world, and unify our souls," she 
said. "I can defi nitely say what I 
hope in the near future is to visit 
China again."

Millben is optimistic that the 
strained U.S.-China relationship 
will be back on the right track.

"I'm very hopeful. The relation-
ship between the two countries 
is an important relationship to 
the world. We have to maintain 
healthy ties for the betterment of 
the world," she said.

"There's no doubt that the Unit-
ed States and China need each 
other. I think if we just come to the 
table understanding that we need 
each other, we may fi nd a way to 
work through misunderstanding 
so that we can be the best we need 
to be to our citizens and to each 
other," she said.

"I am optimistic. I certainly 
want to do everything that I can to 
help strengthen the U.S.-China re-
lationship, because I believe in the 
power of culture and friendship," 
said Millben. 

Prominent U.S. 
singer recalls 
life-changing 
experience 
as exchange 
student in China

BEIJING: For many people 
across the world, Beijing may 
just be China's capital city with 
abundant historical and cultural 
heritage.

But to many Chinese, it is an 
enduring symbol of the Olym-
pics - the fi rst city in the world 
to have hosted both summer 
and winter Olympic Games. It 
preserves the Olympic spirit 
and carries forward the Olympic 
dream.

Faster, cleaner and 
more experienced
Xu Xin fi rst came to Beijing as 
an 18-year-old in 1997 to en-
rol at Beijing Foreign Studies 
University.

"My fi rst impression was that 
there were so many opportuni-
ties in Beijing, especially for a 
language-learning student like 
me," he recalled. His major was 
in Swedish. In summer 2001, 
when the entire city was in ec-
stasy after winning the bid to 
host the 2008 Olympics, Xu 
graduated.

A total of 74,615 volunteers 
from 98 countries and regions 
helped the organization of the 
2008 Olympics, including Xu, 
who provided translation ser-
vice for Team Sweden at the 
Olympic Village. He watched 
several competitions during the 
Games, met famous athletes and 
even had a photo with the late 
Kobe Bryant.

Those days were busy, but 
discussing the experience, Xu 
always has a big smile. After 
the 2008 Olympics, he revis-
ited the venues for diff erent 
purposes, a recent one being to 
the Wukesong Arena, which had 
hosted basketball matches, for a 
concert.

He also witnessed the devel-
opment of Beijing, where the 
public transportation network 
expanded and the city became 
cleaner.

With the Beijing Olympic 
Winter Games around the cor-
ner, Xu applied to become an 
Olympic volunteer for the sec-
ond time. "It is unbelievable that 
my city could host two Olympics 
within only a few years, and I am 
lucky to become a volunteer at 
both events," he said.

The 2022 Winter Olympics 
and Paralympics have, respec-
tively, 27,000 and 12,000 volun-
teers, selected from more than 
one million candidates.

Xu saw many young faces in 
the volunteer team. "I felt like 
seeing myself in 2008," he said.

Driving on the roads of Bei-
jing, he found some signs of 
2008 Olympic lanes still visible, 
while at some other sections, 
signs for the 2022 special lane 
have already been erected.

"In the past 14 years, the tel-
ecommunication technology 
in our country has developed 
quickly, which made commu-
nication easier. China has more 
experience in hosting major 
events, and I am sure the service 
of volunteers will be even better 
this time."

From grandeur 
to sustainability
While Xu Xin is busy learn-
ing the terminology of winter 

sports, Li Jiulin awaits a test 
at the National Speed Skating 
Oval, dubbed the Ice Ribbon. 
Li was the chief engineer of its 
construction.

The Oval is located in north 
Beijing, about 3.5 kilometers 
away from the National Sta-
dium, also known as the Bird's 
Nest, where the opening cere-
mony of the 2008 Beijing Olym-
pics presented Chinese culture 
to the world 14 years ago.

When Li became an engineer 
at the Bird's Nest in 2003, he 
was 35.

The 80,000-capacity stadium 
was known as the world's larg-
est steel structure.

"The building of Beijing's Na-
tional Stadium launched a new 
era in China's construction in-
dustry and has drawn a variety 
of innovations, many of which 
have been upgraded in the fol-
lowing years and applied to the 
National Speed Skating Oval," 
he said.

Six of the venues from the 
2008 Olympics are being used 
for the 2022 Winter Games in a 
bid to cut costs. The Ice Ribbon 
is the only ice-sport venue built 
from scratch for the 2022 Win-
ter Olympics.

Beijing 2022 has pledged to 
deliver a green, sustainable and 

low-carbon Games, so Li and 
his team had to tackle a series 
of technical problems to reduce 
the use of steel. The Ice Ribbon 
boasts the most extensive full ice 
design in Asia, with an ice sur-
face area of 12,000 square me-
ters. Carbon dioxide refrigerant 
was introduced for ice-making, 
which is the most environmen-
tally-friendly natural refriger-
ant, in an eff ort to further reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions.

In Li's team, about one-third 
of the people involved had, like 
him, worked in construction for 
both the summer and winter 
Games.

"Olympic stadiums showed 
the strength of a nation in cer-
tain eras," he said. "The Bird's 
Nest impressed visitors with its 
grandeur, while the new Ice Rib-
bon refl ected the new character-
istics in development: sustain-
ability."

"It is an honor for me to be 
involved in the construction of 
both," he added with a grin.

Start of a dream
Unfortunately, skater Yu 
Yongjun will not be able to com-
pete in the Ice Ribbon when the 
Olympic action gets underway 
next week.

The World Cup gold medalist 

started short-track skating in 
2001 when Beijing won the bid 
for the 2008 Summer Games.

"I remembered well people's 
celebrations then," Yu said. "I 
knew that the Olympics was the 
most important stage for ath-
letes and dreamed of competing 
there one day."

In the following years, he 
witnessed the preparation of 
the 2008 Olympics until the gi-
ant footprints, painted by fi re-
works, lit up the summer night 
sky to unveil the long-awaited 
sports gala. The 2008 Olympics 
sparked ordinary people's pas-
sion for sports.

The following year, in 2009, 
Yu was selected by China's na-
tional short track skating team. 
He fi nished runner-up in the 
1,000-meter event at the Que-
bec World Cup in the 2010/2011 
season, and won gold medals in 
the 5,000-meter relay along with 
teammates in the 2011/2012 
Shanghai and Nagoya World 
Cups.

But just when everything 
seemed to be going in the right 
direction, he was struck down 
by injuries. He missed the Sochi 
Olympics in 2014 and retired.

But his Olympic dream didn't 
die. After spending two years 
learning overseas, he moved 

to China's southern province 
of Yunnan to promote winter 
sports, setting up the provincial 
short track skating team. Yu 
came back to Beijing and was 
appointed assistant coach of the 
national team in 2018.

In 2020, he joined a skating 
club in Beijing's Yanqing dis-
trict called Mengqiyuan, which 
means "start of a dream." He 
gave lessons to local primary 
and middle school students at 
the club and helped train school 
teams.

He also coaches 16 trainees 
who are pursuing their sports 
dream, just as he did before.

"In our generation, short track 
skaters were mostly from north-
east China where winter sports 
were popular," Yu recalled. But 
his trainees were from diff erent 
parts of the country, including 
the warm southwestern prov-
inces like Yunnan and Sichuan.

His students and trainees 
were among the 346 million 
Chinese people who have partic-
ipated in winter sports activities 
since Beijing's successful bid for 
the 2022 Winter Olympics in 
2015, according to China's Na-
tional Bureau of Statistics.

China now has 654 standard 
ice rinks, an increase of 317 per-
cent from 2015. The number of 
indoor and outdoor ski resorts 
reached 803, up from 568 re-
sorts in 2015.

Yu said that he expected Yan-
qing to become a base of short 
track skating in China.

He hopes that one day, his stu-
dents could, as he had dreamed 
as a child, skate in the Olympic 
arena. But he also would like 
to see more people embracing 
winter sports. "May the Win-
ter Games be the start of their 
dream."  Enditem

(Xinhua reporters Zhao Xu and 
Qiang Lijing also contributed to 
the story.)

Feature: Dual-Olympic city Beijing 
carries forward Olympic dream

Mary Millben performs during the celebration of the 40th Anniversary of U.S.-China Student Ex-

changes in Washington D.C., the United States, November 21, 2019. — Xinhua

Beijing 2022 Winter Olympics and Paralympics volunteers from 

Beijing Jiaotong University pose for photos on campus in Bei-

jing, capital of China, January 22, 2022. — Xinhua/Ren Chao

Yu Yongjun (L) of China competes during the men’s 1,500m pre-

liminaries in the 2011 ISU Short Track World Cup in Salt Lake 

City, the United States, on October 21, 2011. — Xinhua/Yang Lei
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2022 Renault Koleos: Engineered to 
demand attention, make heads turn

MUSCAT: Renault’s fi rst SUV the 
Koleos remains a favourite among 
customers and those looking for 
something diff erent, which speaks 
volumes about the innovativeness 
that the car was built on.

Well-defi ned edges make the 
overall profi le of the 2022 Koleos 
appear solid and athletic and is one 
of the most prominent features in 
this new version. A great combi-
nation of power and refi nement, 
the Koleos makes its presence felt 
with large shoulders and muscu-
lar side panels that are further 
enhanced by a robust frontend; 
broad, smart-looking tires; and a 
distinctly large wheelbase.

A spokesperson for Renault 
Oman, from the house of Suhail 
Bahwan Automobiles, said, “The 
2022 car is engineered to demand 
attention and make heads turn. 

Off ering off -road capability with 
its all-wheel-drive transmission, 
Renault Koleos stands out with 
its assertive exterior design and 
enhanced interior comfort. With 
its athletic profi le, robust front 
end, roomy seats, taut lines un-
derscored with chrome, Renault 
Koleos allows owners to take their 
journey with confi dence. Featur-
ing a powerful and effi  cient new 
engine and more onboard tech-
nologies Renault Koleos fully em-
bodies the values of the top of the 
Renault line-up.”

The all-mode 4x4-i transmis-
sion results in a car that promises 
owners all the power and comfort 
they would require on the road. The 

engine can be switched between 
two- and four-wheel driving giving 
drivers the liberty and fl exibility to 
choose their own experience.  

The car is engineered to mirror 
the comfort of being home, with 
spacious leg space, ventilated mem-
ory seats, a breathable cabin. With a 
choice of colours for the seats, own-
ers can choose what defi nes them 
the best — for a roomier feeling, 
one can opt for lighter shades, while 
darker ones can be picked for more 
assertive looks. The 2022 Koleos 
also comes with all-new black tita-
nium trims that replace its prede-
cessor’s wooden trims.

The car’s ambient lighting, Ap-
ple CarPlay/Android Auto con-

nectivity, R-LINK 2 all make for a 
memorable drive each time. The 
2022 Renault Koleos is certainly a 
notch above when it comes to con-
temporary SUVs that set out to of-
fer a bit of everything to cater to all 
customers, no matter their drives.

The 2022 Renault Koleos also 
comes with additional features, 
such as rich acoustics with the 
BOSE audio system, lighting op-
tions, multimedia, navigation, 
Bluetooth and driving assistance 
systems in addition to easy park 
assist. Renault Koleos has been 
capturing everyone’s attention in 
Oman with its charismatic, fea-
tures rich and packed with safety 
attributes. If you are looking for a 

spacious SUV with elegant styling 
and unparalleled four-wheel drive 
technology, Renault Koleos is the 
car to buy.

Sabeel Al Mashari from Muscat 
says, “Renault Koleos stands out 
with its assertive exterior design 
and enhanced interior comfort. 
The wide-ranging suite of driver-
assistance systems and infotain-
ment options it off ers make it a 
top brand.”

Afrah Al-Kharusi from Nizwa 
is fascinated with the brand’s easy 
trunk access and hand-free func-
tion. She says, “With a sensor lo-
cated under the bumper, all you 
need is a simple gesture with your 
foot to open the boot with ease. It 

is very practical when your hands 
are full when returning from the 
offi  ce or shopping. I also like its 
8.7” touchscreen navigation with 
R-Link2 system & Bose sound, 5 
colour ambient lighting.”

Sameer Zedjali from Rusayl 
likes Renault Koleos for its strong 
and high-end design, comfort and 
outstanding performance. He says, 
“Koleos extends a variety of fea-
tures that are among the most ca-
pable in the market. I particularly 
like its blind sport warning with 
fl ank protection warning, auto 
park assists and remote start en-
gine with timer option.”

The model’s spacious cabin-in-
spired Taamir Al Hinai from Mus-
cat into buying a Renault Koleos. 
“Renault Koleos has a 2,705 mm 
wheelbase – for a total vehicle length 
of 4,673mm – counts amongst the 
longest in the class and allows Ko-
leos to boast record-breaking inte-
rior space to position itself as a D-
segment SUV,” Taamir says.

Sohail Al Jabri, who loves to 
go on adventure drives, loves 
Renault Koleos All mode 4x4-i 
technology.“One can get off  the 
beaten track with Renault Koleos 
at any time. Its all mode 4x4-i tech-
nology, swap between 2WD mode, 
Auto mode and 4x4 (lock) mode is 
really impressive. It off ers an ideal 
balance of torque between the 
front and rear wheels for perfect 
grip in all circumstances,” he adds.

With its athletic profi le, robust 
front end, roomy seats, taut lines 
underscored with chrome, Re-
nault Koleos allows owners to take 
their journey with confi dence.

Well-defi ned edges 

make the overall 

profi le of the 2022 

Koleos appear solid 

and athletic and 

is one of the most 

prominent features in 

this new version

Oman Oasis wins Oman’s 
Most Trusted Brand Award
MUSCAT: Oman Oasis, the na-
tion’s leading water brand manu-
factured& distributed by Oasis 
Water Company, wins Oman’s 
Most Trusted Brand Award once 
again for the year 2021. 

This marks a prestigious fi fth 
win in a row through the survey 
conducted by Oman’s media and 
voted on by the people of Oman. 
The survey was conducted online, 
and the winners of Oman’s Most 
Trusted Brands Awards were fe-
licitated at a special function held 
under the auspices of Dr Moham-
med bin Hamed Al Rumhy, Min-
ister of Energy and Minerals. The 
event was also attended by their 
highnesses, excellencies, chair-
men, managing directors, CEOs, 
and senior offi  cials from 45 win-
ning companies.

 An annual event in its fi fth 
year, Oman’s Most Trusted 
Brands Awards are the ultimate 
recognition of a brand’s products 
and services as well as of cus-
tomer satisfaction. The public is 
free to nominate the companies 
or brands they prefer without be-
ing limited to just a few names. It 
is a true test of brand recall and an 
excellent way of establishing the 
genuine public perception of dif-
ferent brands in the country. 

Speaking about the award, NSS 
Subramanian, Chief Operating 
Offi  cer, Beverages & FMCG at 
The Zubair Group noted, “We are 
proud to win Oman’s Most Trust-
ed Brand for the fi fth time. On this 
occasion, I would like to thank 
employees and stakeholders for 
their contributions and eff orts, 
not forgetting the trust bestowed 
upon us by our loyal customers.” 

Saleh Al Amri, Deputy Gen-
eral Manager, Admin & Human 
Recourses at Oasis Water Com-
pany received the honour from 
Mohammed Al Rumhy and Saleh 

al Zakwani, Executive Chairman 
of Apex Media. Speaking on the 
occasion, Saleh Al Amri, said, “It 
is truly a privilege to yet again be 
recognised as a brand that peo-
ple appreciate and trust. To win 
consistently since the inception 
of the awards in 2016 is a testa-
ment to our eff orts. Oman Oasis 
will continue to work to further 
improve itself, as we always want 
to go further than our client ex-
pectations.”

Oman Oasis has always en-
sured the quality of its products 
by adhering to stringent quality 
control, maintaining internation-
al standards & production prac-
tices securing numerous regional 
and international awards & cer-
tifi cations. It is this unfl inching 

commitment to the highest qual-
ity standards that has now also 
earned them the title of Oman’s 
Most Trusted Brand. Winning the 
award for the fi fth time demon-
strates the level of trust consum-
ers have in the brand, showing 
that the nation’s favourite water 
brand is also the most trusted.

 Subramanian added, “On be-
half of Oman Oasis, I would like to 
thank everyone who participated 
in the survey, which made it pos-
sible for us to win this award. We 
will ensure that we continue our 
eff orts to provide our customers 
with only the best products - to 
nurture with care. Additionally, 
I would like to congratulate Apex 
Media for yet another successful 
award culmination.”

F I F T H  C O N S E C U T I V E  Y E A R

Nissan Sunny exceeds 20,000 

sales mark in Middle East

DUBAI: Solidifying customer 
admiration of the Nissan Sunny, 
Nissan Middle East celebrated a 
sales milestone last month with 
over 20,000 units of the popular 
sedan being sold within the fi rst 
nine months of the company’s 
2021 Fiscal Year (April 2021 – 
March 2022). 

Representing a signifi cant over-
all increase of 77.6 per cent com-
pared to the same period in the 
previous fi scal year, the Sunny 
sales success is strongly ech-
oed across the region’s markets, 
including Abu Dhabi, Bahrain, 
Dubai, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, 
Oman, and Qatar.

Accelerated by the increase in 
sales and building on its enviable 
market share in the region, the 
Sunny witnessed an increase of 
20.4 per cent in Oman and an in-
crease of 19.6 per cent in Kuwait 
from April to December 2021, as 
compared to the same period of 
the previous year. This was sup-
ported by strong growth in other 
markets as well, including Bahrain 
which accounted for an increase of 
5 per cent in segment market share 
in the country during the fi rst nine 
months of FY21. 

Experiencing the largest in-
crease in sales and leading the way 
in the region, Kuwait recorded an 
increase of over 135 per cent in 
Sunny sales during the fi rst nine 
months of the 2021 Fiscal Year 
(FY21), closely followed by the 
UAE which more than doubled 
sales. Logging an impressive in-
crease in sales were also Bahrain, 
Oman, and Qatar, recording a rise 
of 38 per cent, 37 per cent, and 20 
per cent respectively.

Thierry Sabbagh, Managing Di-
rector, Nissan Middle East, said: 
“The Sunny is a core part of Nis-
san line up in the Middle East and 
has served a variety of fl eet and 

private customers across the re-
gion for nearly three decades. The 
stellar sales results witnessed so 
far this year are testaments to the 
popularity of the Sunny and our 
dedication to continuously off er 
customers advanced features and 
mobility solutions across all our 
core models.”

Since its introduction to the 
region in 1994, the Nissan Sunny 
has continued to revolutionize 
the B-sedan segment by off ering 
customers class-leading features 
and unbeatable value for over 25 
years. Continuing the legacy, the 
latest 2022 model stands out with 
features that are uncommon to the 
segment, including Intelligent Au-
tomatic Emergency Braking, Intel-
ligent Forward Collision Warning, 
Intelligent Blind Spot Warning, and 
Intelligent Rear Cross Traffi  c Alert, 
all of which form part of Nissan In-
telligent Mobility and come togeth-

er to off er customers a safer and 
more enjoyable driving experience.

Combining an energetic exteri-
or design and a refreshing interior 
with powerful, no-compromise 
performance, the 2022 Nissan 
Sunny comes in as a well-rounded 
off ering and serves as a spectacu-
lar entry point for sedan buyers 
into the Nissan line-up. The 2022 
Nissan Sunny is available at Nis-
san’s offi  cial dealership network 
in the region, including Arabian 
Automobiles Company in Dubai 
and the Northern Emirates, Al 
Masaood Automobiles in Abu 
Dhabi, Al Ain and Western Region, 
Saleh Al Hamad Al Mana in Qa-
tar, Al-Babtain Group in Kuwait, 
and Y.K. Almoayyed & Sons in 
Bahrain, Suhail Bahwan Automo-
biles in Oman, Bustami & Saheb 
Trading Co (BSTC) in Jordan and 
Rasamny-Younis Motor Company 
in Lebanon. 

M I L E S T O N E
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OTE Group opens new bookings 
for 2022 Chevrolet Groove 

MUSCAT: True to its newly-
garnered reputation as an inter-
national bestseller, Chevrolet 
Groove - the sporty and youthful 
new compact SUV from General 
Motors – quickly sold out as soon 
as it made its debut in the Omani 
market. The resounding success 
of the new brand, replicated in 
markets around the world where 
it was launched over the past year, 
is a testament to its burgeoning 
global popularity.

Following the brand’s runaway 
success, OTE Group – the exclu-
sive distributor of Chevrolet cars 
in the Sultanate of Oman – has 
announced the opening of book-
ings for the next shipment of the 
all-new 2022 Chevrolet Groove, 
which is due to arrive in March.

Since it arrived in the Middle 
East late last year, the Groove has 
charmed potential customers and 
motoring enthusiasts alike, par-
ticularly among the young and 
tech-savvy. 

Occupying a distinctive niche of 

its own in Chevrolet’s expanding 
SUV portfolio, the 2022 edition of 
the Groove is targeted at custom-
ers looking for a vehicle bristling 
with tech innovations, off ering ex-
cellent fuel effi  ciency and boasting 
stunning looks – but all wrapped 

up in an aff ordable package.
The all-new Groove is powered 

by a 1.5L engine, mated to a con-
tinuously variable transmission 
(CVT) the off ers a more effi  cient 
acceleration and deceleration for 
a smoother and more enjoyable 

daily drive. With an amazing fuel 
effi  ciency of 15.9 km/l, owners can 
go further on a tank of fuel than the 
brand’s peers. 

Technology and safety features 
come standard across all variants 
in the Groove line-up from the 

base trim upwards. For ease of 
driving and manoeuvrability, there 
is a reverse camera and sensors, 
while a multifunctional steering 
wheel ensures all controls are eas-
ily accessible from Cruise Control.  
Stability and Traction Control also 
ensures the driver remains in con-
trol, no matter the road conditions.

A spacious and delightfully de-
signed cabin can seat up to fi ve 
people. Taking centre-stage in the 
cabin is an 8-inch screen packed 
with the latest Chevrolet infotain-
ment capabilities, including phone 
projection, USB ports, and up to 
six speakers.  A panoramic sunroof 
in the Premier trim helps bring a 
bit of the outside world into the 
comfortable cabin.

“Clearly, the all-new Chevrolet 
Groove made quite an impression 
on Chevy fans when the fi rst vehi-
cles hit the local market in Janu-
ary this year,” said Mandeep Singh, 
General Manager – OTE Group, 
exclusive distributors of Chevrolet 
in the Sultanate of Oman. 

“With prices starting at OMR 
6,889 (inclusive of VAT), the 
Groove is simply the most price-
competitive SUV on the market 
and a key driver of its overwhelm-
ing appeal. We are moving quickly 
to replenish our inventory to meet 
what is anticipated to be a strong 
and consistent demand for this 
popular brand.” 

Book now to own one of Oman’s 
bestselling, yet most aff ordable, 
SUVs, which come in four distinct 
colour options -- Metal Red, Candy 
White, Aurora Silver and Europe-
an Blue!

Since it arrived in the 

Middle East late last 

year, the Groove has 

charmed potential 

customers and 

motoring enthusiasts 

alike, particularly 

among the young and 

tech-savvy

OIH makes strong presence 

at Arab Health 2022 
MUSCAT: Oman International 
Hospital (OIH), along with its op-
erator IdealMed GHS, Portugal, 
made its strong presence at the 
Arab Health 2022 held recently in 
Dubai, UAE. 

At the custom-built pavilion, 
OIH showcased its state-of-the-
art facilities and unique features 
such as the fi ve Centres of Excel-
lence, Hybrid Operation Theatre, 
Medical Spa, hi-tech Cath Lab 
and other unique features, while 
IdealMed GHS demonstrated its 
global know-how and capabili-
ties in the conception, develop-
ment, delivery and deployment 
of turn-key solutions as well as 
day-to-day operational manage-
ment and administration of hos-
pitals and healthcare projects 
across the world. 

Marcelo Pereira, CEO of Oman 
International Hospital said, 
“Oman International Hospital, 
Muscat, offi  cially opened earlier 
this month, is a world-class, com-
prehensive healthcare institu-
tion providing 3600 healthcare 
solutions of highest international 
standards to the people of Oman 
and the region. 

“Our multi-super speciality 
hospital is home to fi ve Centers of 
Excellence, a unique Hybrid Op-
eration theatre, a Medical Spa, 
and several other cutting-edge 
features and facilities. The expert 
doctors, nurses and para-medical 
staff  of the hospital are drawn from 
Oman and across the globe.”

Dr Jose Alexandre, Chairman of 
Idealmed Global Healthcare Ser-
vices, Portugal said, “At Idealmed 
GHS, we assume an unconven-
tional vision for hospitals, leading 
innovative projects and maximis-
ing their sustainability and profi t-
ability, enhancing the comfort and 
well-being of its users and sur-

passing their superlative expecta-
tions. Our decades of experience 
in designing, exciting and manag-
ing large scale hospital projects 
and healthcare solutions across 
the world, stands testimony to our 
standing.”

He added, “In all our projects, 
we integrate local culture with sci-
ence, safety with comfort, and aes-
thetics with functionality. Using 
the most innovative layouts and 
engineering concepts and lead-
ing-edge equipment solutions, we 
combine technological sophisti-
cation with the know-how of the 
most skilled and trained Human 
Resources.”

Senior executives from Sie-
mens Healthineers, Portugal and 
MENA- one of the long-term as-
sociates of IdealMed GHS and a 

sponsor of the newly established 
Med Academy at Oman Interna-
tional Hospital, were also present 
at the pavilion. 

During the event, several medi-
cal manufacturers, distributors, 
health institutions, medical inno-
vators, pharmaceutical manufac-
turers and representatives from 
other related business sectors met 
with OIH and IdealMed GHS offi  -
cials and held discussions. 

The Arab Health 2022 is one of 
the largest healthcare expos held 
annually and is a scientifi c and ed-
ucational platform for healthcare 
professionals who wish to remain 
up-to-date in their area of speciali-
sation connecting manufacturers 
and service providers with clini-
cians, procurement professionals, 
dealers and distributors. 

O M A N  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  H O S P I T A L

Toyota Gazoo Racing celebrates 

podium fi nish at Rallye Monte-Carlo

MUSCAT: The Gazoo Racing 
(GR) World Rally Team (WRT) 
completed a strong debut event for 
the new GR Yaris Rally1 recently, 
with Sébastien Ogier claiming 
second place overall at the famous 
Rallye Monte-Carlo. Ogier, who 
was chasing a record-extending 
ninth win together with new co-
driver Benjamin Veillas, gave his 
all in the fi nal stage to fi nish just 
10.5 seconds from victory in the 
No. 1 GR Yaris Rally1.

Gazoo Racing World Rally 
Team began a bold new hybrid-
electric era in the FIA World 
Rally Championship as the 2022 
season commenced in Monaco. 
Toyota’s new vehicle, the GR 
YARIS Rally1, is the successor to 
the all-conquering Yaris WRC, 
which achieved a clean sweep of 
the manufacturers’, drivers’, and 
co-drivers championship titles 
during the 2021 season. The hy-
brid electric vehicle consists of a 
3.9kWh battery and motor-gener-
ator unit delivering an additional 
134 hp combined with the proven 
1.6-litre turbocharged engine 
from the Yaris WRC to provide 
the drivers with over 500 hp. It 
runs on 100% sustainable fuel and 
is the fi rst of its kind to be used in 
an FIA world championship.

All three of the team’s drivers 
claimed stage wins in their new 
vehicles, which made the GR Yaris 
Rally1 the fastest vehicle on nine 
of the 17 stages. It demonstrated 
both impressive performance and 
reliability despite the challenges of 
the new Rally1 regulations, which 
introduce hybrid electric power 
to rallying’s top level for the fi rst 
time. In Monaco to join the team 
and witness the GR Yaris Rally1’s 
debut was Kazuki Nakajima, the 
recently-appointed Vice Chair-
man of Gazoo Racing Europe. 

Akio Toyoda, President and 

CEO of Toyota Motor Corpora-
tion, commented: “It was so close 
for Séb to achieve his ninth vic-
tory in Rallye Monte-Carlo. His 
driving feeling with our new ve-
hicle, the GR Yaris Rally1, seemed 
to be good. I would like to express 
my respect to the leadership of 
the FIA, WRC Promoter, and all 
others involved in the prepara-
tions to help this historic and tra-
ditional World Rally Champion-
ship move toward the realization 
of carbon neutrality with electri-
fi ed cars and new fuel.” 

Toyoda continued: “The GR 
Yaris is a production sports car 
that we, Toyota, made by ourselves 
to win in motorsports. The car has 
fi nally started the real competi-
tion stage now. I’m so glad, and I 
would like to thank everyone who 
has worked together with me to 
build GR Yaris. The season has 
just begun and I believe we can 
continue the good work together. 
To the fans, I appreciate your con-
tinued support for the Gazoo Rac-
ing World Rally Team this season. 
Thank you so much!”

Sébastien Ogier, Driver of the 

No. 1 Toyota GR Yaris Rally1, said: 
“It has been a huge joy to compete 
in this special rally again and be 
in this incredible fi ght. We have 
done a great performance over the 
weekend and there were no issues 
with the car, which is a fantastic 
achievement. Fate decided diff er-
ently today, but I’m still smiling, 
and I still enjoyed this fi ght very 
much. It’s been a good weekend 
for the sport.” 

Over the years, Toyota has been 
participating in many diff erent 
forms of motorsports, including 
Formula One, the World Endur-
ance Championship (WEC), and 
the Nürburgring 24 Hours endur-
ance race. Toyota’s participation 
in these events was overseen by 
separate entities within the com-
pany until April 2015, when Toyota 
established GR, to consolidate all 
of its motorsport’s activities under 
one in-house brand. Representing 
Toyota’s belief that ‘the roads build 
the people, and the people build 
the cars,’ GR highlights the role 
of motorsports as a fundamental 
pillar of Toyota’s commitment to 
making ‘ever-better’ cars. 

W O R L D  R A L L Y  T E A M
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