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HIS MAJESTY THE SULTAN SENDS
GREETINGS TO SEYCHELLES

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan Haitham
bin Tarik sent a cable of greetings to
‘Wavel Ramkalawan, the President of the
Republic of Seychelles on his country’s
National Day. In the cable, His Majesty
expressed his sincere sentiments and
best wishes to President Wavel and the
friendly people of his country. -oNA

Founded 1975 - Volume 48 No. 79

I3 TIMESOFOMAN.COM I FACEBOOKGOM/TIMESOFOMAN

SCAN CODE

For more details

| 16 Pages - Baisas 200"

£ TWITTERCOMITIMESOFOMAN (& YOUTUBECOM/USER/TIMESOFOMANONLINE @3 TIMESOFOMAN COM/WHATSAPP

Tkram 1

HM SENDS GREETINGS
TO ICELAND

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan Haitham
bin Tarik sent a cable of greetings to Dr.
Guoni Johannesson, the President of
the Republic of Iceland on his country’s
National Day. In the cable, His Majesty
expressed his sincere sentiments and best
wishes to the president and progress and
prosperity to the friendly people. -oNA
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Finance

The Omanisation
percentage at the
administrative and
technical job levels
until the middle of
this year reached
83.36 percent

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Capital Market
Authority (CMA) endeavour to
provide qualified Omanis in the
insurance sector has reaped a rich
reward with a growing number of
Omanisation in specialised jobs.

Employing the ‘Tamkeen’
policy, the CMA hopes to make
Omanisation ratio in the insur-
ance sector consistent with the
government’s plans related to the
national cadres.

With the ‘Tamkeen’ initiative,
the insurance sector has seen the
hiring of qualified Omani human
resources.

The Omanisation percentage
at the administrative and techni-

cal job levels until the middle of
this year reached 83.36 percent. It
represented 59.73 percent at sen-
ior levels, while in the middle ad-
ministrative jobs it reached 78.13
percent, while it reached 90.18
percent in the operational jobs.
Until the middle of this year, the
‘Tamkeen’ initiative was able to
implement approximately 88 spe-
cialised training programmes in
various technical and administra-
tive fields in the insurance sector,
in cooperation with various insur-
ance training institutes and cen-
tres, and enabled more than 2,400
employees in the same sector.

JON IN INSURANGE
SEGTOR GETS A BIG BOOST

The national initiative of Tam-
keen’ was announced in 2015.

The CMA has adopted this initi-
ative to empower and train Omani
youth in the technical aspects of
the insurance sector and motivate
them to develop their skills and ca-
pabilities by joining training pro-
grammes and following up on the
training programmes provided by
companies for their employees.

The initiative comes as a stud-
ied methodology for carrying out
replacements in technical posi-
tions, senior, middle and opera-
tional managements with quali-
fied Omani cadres who are able

to lead and develop it to suit the
needs of the local market, and en-
hance the competitiveness of the
Sultanate of Oman in the financial
and investment sector.

The ‘Tamkeen’ initiative provides
anattractive environment to attract
qualified national cadres in light
of the competition in the labour
market and help build specialised
national cadres in the sector.

In order to raise the competi-
tive edge of Omani youth, the ini-
tiative aims to sharpen their skills,
ensure that quality of national
cadres is attracted to the sector
by ensuring the efficiency of de-
partments specialised in human
resources, and choose training
programmes that meet the needs
of'the labour market.

The authority referred to the
continuous efforts in implement-
ing the ‘Tamkeen’ plan for the year
2023 to enhance specialised jobs
for qualified Omani employees
with high qualifications through
the implementation of anumber of
professional certificates, includ-
ing the Insurance Institute of Law,
the Certificate of Associate in Risk
Management, and the Certificate
of the Third Level of Professional
Certificates.

Ithas also contributed to build-
ing national expertise specialised
in the sector through retention
of national cadres and avoiding
skills drain.

Omani Hajj team leaves for
Medina to monitor services

Times News Service

MUSCAT: A team from the
Omani Hajj mission headed to
Medina on Saturday to provide d
services to the Omani pilgrims
visiting the city.

The team, headed by Ab-
dulaziz bin Masoud Al-Ghafri,
deputy head of the mission,
said: “The mission on its arrival
in Medina will provide guidance
and health services, and super-
vise the Hajj companies by carry
out field visits to check whether
the Omani pilgrims arriving in
Medina are getting all the ser-
vices in accordance with the
terms of the contract between
them and the Hajj companies.”

\h o

Abdulaziz bin Masoud Al-
Ghafri indicated that the team
will stay from the 28th day of
Dhul Qadah while most of the
pilgrims will head to Makkah
Al-Mukarramah to perform the
rituals of Hajj. >A2

TOP THREE INSIDE STORIES

Information Minister greets award winners

The excellent performance of Oman at the 23rd edition of the
1Festival won praise from Dr. Abdullah Nasser Khalifa Al Harrasi,
the Minister of Information, who emphasised that the success
indicated the quality of the Omani media. >A3

A1 killed in Uganda

school attack

2 41 people were killed and
eight injured after a school
in western Uganda was

attacked by armed rebels from
the Allied Democratic Force. >A6

Bangladesh secure
546-run victory

Bangladesh secured a

546-run win against

Afghanistan, creating a
record that would most likely
stay untouched for years. >A8
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A1l Omani pilgrims to visit Medina

He said that more than 60 per-
cent of the pilgrims coming from
Oman will go to Medina to visit the
Prophet’s Mosque, before heading
to Makkah Al-Mukarramah for

Hajj. The mission team in Medina
will provide integrated services, as
it has been formed from all service
delegations, and includes Fatwa
and Religious Guidance delega-

Guidelines for
Omanis on India

tion, delegation supervising Hajj
firms, medical delegation, Royal
Oman Police delegation, admin-
istrative and financial delegation,
and scout delegation. -ona

trip for medicare
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CONSULTANT GENERAL & LAPARQSCOPIC SURGEON
MBES, M5, FMAS, FAIS, FICS, FCLS

*+ Minimal Access (Laparoscopic)
Surgery for Gallbladder, Appendix and Hernias

+ Laser and Stapler Treatment for Piles Fissure and Fistulo

« Bariatric Surgery for weight loss (Obesity)

+ Advance Loparoscopic surgery for
Gl, Colorectal and Hepatico-pancreatico-billiary

+ Trauma and Emergency Surgery

—
3
MOH NO. 18872023

DR. MOHAMMED PUTTU |
SPECIALIST
F i

DR. SALIM AL RIYAMI

'©24430303 (©72344455 |
4 L) CONSULTANT
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The consulate urged
citizens willing to
go for treatment

to India and those
accompanying them
to follow the given

instructions

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Consulate of the
Sultanate of Oman in Mumbai
has issued a list of instructions
and guidelines for Omani citizens
wishing to travel to the Republic
of India for medical treatment,
in order to avoid any violation of
rules or fines.

The consulate urged citizens
willing to go for treatment to India
and those accompanying them to
follow the instructions announced,
and the need to obtain a medical
visa from the office licenced by the
Indian Embassy in Muscat.

The Consulate General of
Oman in India - Mumbai said:

“Important instructions for citi-
zens of the Sultanate of Oman
coming to the Republic of India
for treatment and those accom-
panying them:

B It is mandatory to obtain a
medical visa for the patient and
his/her companion through the
office licensed by the Indian Em-
bassy in Muscat, as it is the legal
visa that allows its holder to re-
ceive treatment in India.

B The medical visa can be extend-
ed by the Department of Immigra-
tion of India provided that there
are reasons for continuing treat-
ment from the approved hospitals.
B The Indian tourist visa is not
extendable under any circum-
stances, and it is necessary to
leave before the expiry of its valid-
ity period in order to avoid travel
bans and financial penalties.

B Jtis preferable to communicate
directly with accredited hospitals
and specialised doctors through
their websites or visit them di-
rectly without an intermediary.
Hospitals and doctors must also
be assured not to include any in-
termediary in their records, and
send recent medical reports of
the patient in English directly to
the hospital for review.

B Make sure to obtain an official
letter and an invitation from the
hospital stating its consent to re-
ceive the patient, an initial deter-

mination of the treatment plan,
expected duration, and estimated
costs, and to include that invita-
tion for the procedures for obtain-
ing a medical visa.
B Beware of dealing with inter-
mediaries such as medical coor-
dination offices that are not li-
censed by the Ministry of Health,
taxi owners, translators, medical
treatment brokers, and others, in
order to avoid those parties get-
ting a financial commission rang-
ing from 30 percent to 40 percent
of the treatment bill.
B Beware of people who promote
hospitals, clinics, and medical
clinics through social media and
internet sites.
B Do not transfer money to inter-
mediaries and unknown persons.
B Ensure that the prescription
is carried upon departure, and
check the expiration date of the
medicines.
B In emergency cases or deaths,
only the escort must communi-
cate directly with the consulate to
take the necessary procedures.
The Consulate General in
Mumbai wishes safety and re-
covery for all, stressing the im-
portance and need to adhere to
the above-mentioned guidelines,
and constant communication and
joint cooperation with it to ensure
better and more effective services
to citizens.
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Minister greets
award winners
of Tunis event

Dr. Abdullah
Nasser Khalifa Al
Harrasi affirmed
the commitment
of the ministry on
developing the
media landscape

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman won atotal of 11
awards at the recently-concluded
Arab States Broadcasting Union
(ASBU) Radio and Television
Festival that concluded in Tunis.

The excellent performance of
Oman at the 23rd edition of the
Festival won praise from Dr. Ab-
dullah Nasser Khalifa Al Harrasi,
the Minister of Information, who
emphasised that the success in-
dicated the high level of compe-
tence and quality produced by the
Omani media.

In a statement to ONA, Dr. Al
Harrasi said: “The awards in-
cluded in radio for podcasts, chil-
dren’s programmes, youth com-
petition, music tracks and songs,
environmental and interactive
programmes. In television, the
awards won were in films, docu-
mentary programmes, natural
reserves documentary and news
exchange and programme compe-
titions.”

Dr Al Harrasi added that “the
achievement in various fields of
media reflects the progress made
by the radio and television pro-
duction industry, and the media

in general in Oman. The awards
are sort of an international certi-
fication to the continuous efforts
of the various public and private
media establishments made in
Oman.”

The Minister of Information
affirmed the commitment of the
ministry on developing the me-
dia landscape in Oman by imple-
menting comprehensive plans
which encourages creation, in-
novation, and enhance media
culture, skills of the interviewers
through training.

He added: “These prestigious
awards that Oman won will push
us to further enhance our produc-
tion and adopt modern technolo-
gies to boost the quality of our
media products.”

Dr. Al Harrasi extended his
greetings to all the winners at the
ASBU Radio and Television Fes-
tival. It may be mentioned that
Oman won 11 awards in Tunis.

The Sultanate of Oman Radio
won the first prize in the radio
competitions for podcast pro-
grammes and the first prize for
children’s programmes (scout
activities) “Safron”, and in the
youth initiatives competition it
also won the second prize with

Moon sighting panel
to meet today

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The main committee
to sight the crescent of the month
of Dhul-Hijjah for the year 1444
AH will meet on Sunday evening
at the Ministry of Awgaf and Re-
ligious Affairs.

The Ministry of Endowments
and Religious Affairs called on
citizens and residents to watch
for the crescent, in cooperation
with field teams in the wilayats,
or to communicate with sub-
committees in the offices of their
excellencies of the governors.

e
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It is worth noting that if the
sighting of the crescent of the
month of Dhul-Hijjah is con-
firmed, then the first day of Eid
al-Adha will fall on Wednesday,
June 28, 2023.

RAINS IN WILAYAT OF RUSTAQ

Accompanied by active winds, the Wilayat of Rustaqg

in the Governorate of South Al Batinah witnessed rains
that ranged between heavy and medium. Rains also led
to the overflow of a number of wadis. -ona

“And Cooperate”. The Sultanate
of Oman Radio also won the gold
award in the musical composition
category for the piece “Wahaj”,
and the silver award in the song
category for the song “Ayyanaak”.

“Hala FM Radio” won the sec-
ond prize in environmental pro-
grammes for “Hala Box”. Al Wisal
Radio won the second prize in the
interactive programmes for “Al-
Wesal Forum”.

The documentary film, “House
of Wonders and the Age of Cara-
vans between the Sultanate of
Oman and Zanzibar” won the first
prize in the category of general
films and documentaries.

Sultanate of Oman TV won
the first prize for the programme
“Al-Sarb: Wildlife and Natural
Reserves in Dhofar Governorate”
in the category of the competition
“Across the Arab World: Natural
Reserves in the Arab World”, and
also won the first prize for the
programme “Athar: Engraving
Rock Art and Ancient Writings”.

Oman also won in the category
of'the “Documentary Programme:
The Art of Architecture in the
Arab World” competition, for
news and programme exchange
competitions. -with oNA inputs
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Struggling with 4
Infertility?

Fertility Treatment

now available at

OIH with

Personalised Care,
Combined with

Cutting Edge Technology.

We are here to help you
begin your parenthood journey

Free counselling sessions available

Our Expertise:

Intrauterine Insemination (1UI)
In Vitro Fertilization (IVF)
Intracytoplasmic Sperm Injection (ICSI)

Nutrition Aseessment for Weight Management
Male & Female Infertility Assessment & Treatment
Pre-implantation Genetic Diagnosis (PGD)

Egg, Sperm & Embryo Freezing

Laparoscopy
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Hysteroscopy

For more informatiom contact
& 2490 3596/9209 2871/2490 3500

Al Dhayafa St,

Al Ghubra, Muscat
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PROVIDING FLEXIBLE INSURANCE SOLUTIONS SINCE 1985
FOR ALL YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS, CHOOSE US

OMAN UNITED INSURANCE COMPANY SADG
Post Box 1522, Ruwi, PC 112 Sultanate of Oman
20477300 | info@omanutd.com | www.omanutd.com

Oman United
Insurance Co.

SADG
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PROMOTIONAL GAMPRIGN LAUNGHED
10 TAP OMAN'S TOURISM POTENTIALS

MUSCAT: The Ministry of Her-
itage and Tourism has launched a
promotional campaign to tap the
heritage and tourism potentials
during summer season under the
slogan ‘change weather’ which will
continue till the end of August.

The campaign aims to activate
the local tourism movement dur-
ing summer season and introduce
heritage and tourism locations
and strengthen tourism move-
ment throughout the year, which
will benefit partners in the tour-
ism sector.

The promotional campaign in-
cludes visits to closed venues such
as museums, commercial and en-
tertainment centres, moderate
temperature venues such as Jabal
Shams, Al Jabal Al Akhdar, South
Al Sharqgiyah

Governorate beaches and Al
‘Wusta Governorate as well as ma-
rine activities and activities that
can be practiced in areas of mod-
erate temperature.

Offers also include marine trips,
adventure tours, camping, visits to
entertainment centres, shopping

WAS THE OCCUPANCY PERGENTAGE
OF THE HOTELS IN THE SULTANATE
DURING THE FIRST QUARTER

OF THE CURRENT YEAR

and restaurants.

Statisticsissued by the Ministry
of Heritage and Tourism showed
that the number of visitors com-
ing to the Sultanate of Oman dur-
ing the first quarter of the cur-
rent year reached about 956,600
of which 322,400 came from the
GCC states.

The statistics also pointed out
that the occupancy percentage of
the hotels in the Sultanate during
the first quarter of the current year
reached 38%. -ona
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ur Industrial
ity iInvestments
surpass O

The city also saw
eight localised
projects worth
OMR30 million from
January 2022 until
June 2023

SUR: The number of localised
projects in Sur Industrial City
reached 127 with a total invest-
ment worth OMRZ2.3 billion and
has contributed in the employ-
ment of 1,514 nationals from a to-
tal of 2,656 workers.

Speaking to Oman News Agen-
cy, Eng. Abdul Qadir Salim Al
Balushi, Director General of Sur
Industrial City, pointed out that
the total area of the industrial
city is 36 million square metres of
which 23 million square metres
are for rent.

He further said that Sur Indus-
trial City witnessed a remarkable
development from January 2022
until June 2023 as eight projects
with an investment of OMR30
million were approved.

The focus of these projects are
on attracting value-added as well
as sustainable projects that coin-
cide with the trend towards the
blue economy of Al Shargiyah
Governorate.

Also, these projects helped in
contributing in transfer of tech-
nology to the Sultanate of Oman.

These localised projects are
include generators, turbines, fur-
niture, perfumes and aluminium
industry, shipping industry, fish
storage and other projects.

Eng. Abdul Qadir Salim Al
Balushi, Director General of Sur
Industrial City, stated that the in-
dustrial city currently consists of
anumber of main projects such as
liquid natural gas (LNG), chemi-
cals, fertilizers and a number of
small and medium projects in di-
verse sectors, besides a number of
projects in the service sector.

He pointed out that Sur Indus-
trial City is characterised by awa-
terfront of 8km overlooking the
Arabian Sea and the Sea of Oman.
He further explained that one of
the most important strategic pro-
jects currently planned is the in-
ternational port, which will con-
tribute in opening huge prospects
for attracting investments in the
industrial city and providing job
opportunities.

He also added that coordina-
tion and working with the de-
veloper is continuing and more
contracts are expected to be an-
nounced soon.

He further affirmed that Sur
Industrial City endeavours to in-
crease the efficiency of the basic
services at its end for the develop-
ment of 2 million square metres,

Five teams qualify for
World Robot Olympiad

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Five teams qualified
for the World Robot Olympiad
in Panama. A statement issued
by ONA said that five teams have
qualified for the World Robot Ol-
ympiad, to be held in November
of this year in Panama, which is
one of the most important inter-
national robotics competitions
that are held annually.

The final qualifiers were held
on Saturday with the participa-
tion of 30 teams from various
governorates of the Sultanate of
Oman within the National Ro-
botics Competition, which is or-
ganised by the Robotics Educa-
tion Centre (Roboticktick).

In the robot category, 3 teams
qualified: “Oman Tech”, “Bin
Hamed” team, and “Lado team”.

‘While in the sports robot cat-
egory, the Sultan Qaboos School
team qualified, and in the starting
stage, the New World Interna-
tional School team qualified.

The global competition in-

cludes four main categories: mis-
sionrobots, future innovators, fu-
ture engineers, and sports robots.
The team consists of two to three
people under the supervision of a
coach to guide them.

The World Robot Olympiad
national competition aims to
inspire future generations and
improve their competencies in
science, technology, engineer-
ing and mathematics, and it
combines artificial intelligence
and robotics. The competition
also focuses on youth creativity
and skills in various categories,
through competitions in robot-
ics and artificial intelligence. It is
held annually with mathematical
and technical challenges, with an
annual theme of innovation in
problems facing the world.

The International Robot Ol-
ympiad is a global competition
aimed at showing the creativ-
ity of young people of different
ages in the fields of robotics, ar-
tificial intelligence, and STEM
programming.

R2bn

including roads, water and sewer-
age networks. The work currently
is undergoing on executing the
sewerage water treatment plant
at a cost of OMR950,000 and the
work is undergoing on another
project to improve rain water
drainage and valley crossings in-
side the industrial city at a cost of
OMR350,000.

Eng. Abdul Qadir Salim Al Bal-
ushi, Director General of Sur In-
dustrial City, said that the work
is currently going on executing
the first stage of the Green Belt
project at a cost of OMR250,000
including afforestation works,
green spaces, walking paths and
other facilities. The project will
contribute to achieving the envi-
ronmental balance inside the In-
dustrial City.

With respect to the security
system, he added that the work is
currently going on executing the
first stage of the security system,
which include the installation
of the security fence, and tender
documents are under preparation
for the second stage to include
surveillance cameras installation.

He emphasised that Sur Indus-
trial City continues to improve
investment environment as work
is going on for preparing a num-
ber of investment opportunities,
which will be floated to the pri-
vate sector within the coming
period, which will offer support
services. —ona

SALALAH: The Sultanate of
Oman, represented by the Envi-
ronment Authority, celebrated the
World Day to Combat Desertifica-
tion and Drought, which falls on
June 17 of each year.

To give focus on women’s rights
to have own land, the slogan for
this year is “Women’s land, their
rights”.

On this occasion, the Environ-
ment Authority, represented by
the Directorate General of Envi-
ronment in Dhofar Governorate,
implemented an initiative titled
‘Desert Shadows’, which is part of
the national initiative to plant 10
million wild trees in the Sultanate
of Oman.

The initiative aims to develop

an action plan to make the best use
of the places near artesian wells,
by revitalising the tourism and
economic aspects of those areas,
in addition to planting them with
wild trees that suit the nature of
the desert such as Ghaf, Sidr, and
Cactus; for their multiple uses and
benefits to the environment. It
will help increase green areas and
reduce temperatures and carbon
emissions. The Assistant Director
General of Environment in Dhofar,
said: “The initiative comes within
the first phase of the director’s
plan targeting a number of areas in
Najd and desert.”

He added that the current stage
of the initiative came in coopera-
tion with the offices of their ex-

Oman celebrates World Day to
Combat Desertification and Drought

cellencies the governors and the
private sector, and the wilayats of
Thumrait and Mugshin.

A senior specialist at the Gen-
eral Directorate of Environment
in Dhofar Governorate and head
of the Desert Shadows Initiative
team, explained that the idea of
the campaign came from the En-
vironment Authority, represented
by the General Directorate of En-
vironment in Dhofar, sensing the
importance of cultivating remote-
ly Areas located in Najd and the
Dhofar desert.

The plan is to provide places of
shade near artesian wells and take
advantage of these places to make
them attractive to citizens and
tourists. — Times News Service
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Diwan of Royal Court

~ Tender Notice (2)

Diwan of Royal Court sultanate of Oman, Muscat, announces the following tenders :

p el
4 =

Diwan of Royal Court, Sultanate of Oman,
Muscat announces the following Tenders:

Tender Tender Name Tender Document | Last date of | Last date of
No. Value purchasing | submitting

Tenders Tenders

152023 | Annual r““q“"emei{‘;;f;r PlisiRcaicd 150 2812023 | 7/8/2023

16/2023 Annual requirements for Dental items 25 21812023 7/8/2023

Annual requirements for Surgical, |
17/2023 Medical and X ray items 25 2/8/2023 71812023
18/2023 | Annual requirements for Laboratories items 25 2/8/2023 7/8/2023

refers to him.

+  Qualified Companies with previous experience in similar works can obtain the Tender Documents
from the Directorate General of Administrative , Financial Affairs
(Treasury Department), Diwan of Royal Court, AlKhuwair, ground Floor, from 7:30 am till 12:00 pm
right from the date of post by paying the document value.

+  Each company's tender should be accompanied by a Tender Bond in the form of bank guarantee
or certified cheque issued by any bank in the Sultanate of Oman for an amount of (1%) of the
Tender Value valid for (90) days from the date of submission. Any Bid not accompanied with the
full Tender Bond will be excluded.

«  The Tender Committee reserves the right to accept or reject any or all of the offers.

+  Bids must be submitted in an envelope sealed with red wax addressed to His Excellency, the
Chairman of the Tender Committee. The Tender name and number should be written on the
envelope. Nothing should be written on the envelope to display the identity of the bidder or what

« The bids should be deposited in the Tender Box, Seventh floor, Diwan of Royal Court
(Purchases Department), Ghala and no bids will be accepted after 12:00pm.

*  No Bids will be accepted after the last date of submission shown in the above table.
+  The Tender Committee will award the tender to the company that has the largest percentage of
Omanisation and possible purchases of national products.

Diwan of Royal Court is not obliged to award the tender to the lowest or any other offer.

For any further clarification and assistance, you may contact the following numbers:
99616715 - 24213059 - 24026308 - 24026307 - 24026309

and Human Resources

Sultanate of Oman

Ministry of Health

DIRECTORATE GENERAL OF HEALTHSERVICES

ANNOUNCEMENT

The Ministry of Health invites specialized companies to participate in the following Tenders: -

Tender Ref

Last date for
Collection of
tender
Document

Description

Bid Submission
Closing Date
on/Before 12:00
pm Tuesday

Eligibility

Tender Fee
(Non-
Refundable)

MOH / NH /
1/2285/
2023

Supply of Furniture for
the Al-Nahdha Hospital

25/ June / 2023

11/ July / 2023

Specialized Companies
registered with the
General Secretariat of
the Tender Board

R.O 25.000
Per set

¢ Tenders should be submitted on line on https://etendering.tenderboard.gov.om .
¢ Ministry is not bound to accept the lowest tender and reserves the right to accepts or reject any tender .
¢ For any Clarification, you may contact via Telephone: 24402200 ,Email id etenderhd@ita.gov.om
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Spanish start-up company
aborts its rocket test launch

HUELVA: Spanish start-up com-
pany PLD Space called off an an-
ticipated test launch of its rocket
Miura-1on Saturday.

The launch of the reusable air-
craft from Huelva in southwest-
ern Spain was canned at the very
last minute, after the countdown
to liftoff hit zero and smokes and
flames appeared briefly on the
launchpad.

Had it been successful, the test
flight would have put Spain’s first
privately developed rocket into
space. The company hopes to start
commercial activity in 2025.

Co-founder of the company and
CEO Raul Torres said in a state-
ment: “99.9% of all processes have
been successful. Launching a

rocket is very difficult, but we are
getting closer and closer. We will
try harder again.”

The company said the launch
was called off after a technical
failure. The suborbital test flight
would have been the first of its
kind in Western Europe.

The Miura-1 rocket stands as
tall as a three-story building and is

capable of carrying cargo up to 100
kg or 220 pounds. It can be used for
zero-gravity experiments.

PLD Space was previously
meant to conduct a suborbital
flight of Miura-1 in May, but that
was postponed due to strong high-
altitude winds.

Europe is hoping to make its
mark in the space launch business,
but it has experienced setbacks.

Virgin Orbit, the rocket com-
pany founded by Richard Branson,
filed for bankruptcy in April after a
failed orbital launch in January.

A day ago, French venture Ari-
anespace, said it was pushing back
the launch of the Ariane 5 rocket
from Europe’s Spaceport in Kour-
ou in French Guiana.

Sultanate of Oman
The Supreme Judicial Council

Public Prosecution

TENDER NOTICE

The Public Prosecution invites interested companies to the following tender:

Tender Description Deadline for | Deadline for GRADE Tender document
Number obtaining tender (Group) Cost
tender submission (Non-refundable)
SUPPLY OF TONER i
Specialized 25
08/2023 CARTRIBGES 22/06/2023 | 03/07/2023 |SP

* To help the contestants contact the technical support center at

24402200 and email: reg@tenderboard.gov.om

e Companies that are specialized in such works and who have a valid registration certificate from the
Tender Board can participate and obtain technical specifications and tender documents from the
website: https://etending.tenderboard.gov.om

*  The bidder shall submit their offers electronically via the mentioned website.

*  Public Prosecution is not bound to consent the lowest bid or any other tenders.

Download the App NOW!

& App Store

Google Play

circlee

40°/o OFF

Total Bill

Nepal struggles
with blistering
heat wave

KATHMANDU: Shanti Boha-
rais a street vendor in Dhanga-
dhi, a city in Nepal’s southern
Terai region. She says the past
few weeks have been extreme-
ly tough due to the searing
temperatures.

The scorching heat means
the fresh vegetables she wants
to sell wilt and spoil within a
few hours.

“In the past, during summers,
we could do business in the
mornings and evenings, avoid-
ing the hot afternoon hours,”
she told DW. “But this year, even
mornings and evenings are un-
bearable, posing a threat to our
livelihoods.”

A brutal heat wave has
gripped large swathes of the
South Asian nation this month,
with temperatures topping 40
degrees Celsius (104 degrees
Fahrenheit) for days. In certain
cities, for example Nepalgunj
and Nawalpur, in the country’s
southwest, they even reached as
high as 44 degrees Celsius.

Nepal’s meteorological de-
partment has warned that the
extreme temperatures are likely
to persist until mid-July.

How has the heat

affected people?

The hot weather has com-
pounded hardships faced by
many Nepali people.

Kundan Aryal, a professor at
Tribhuvan University in Kir-
tipur, said that poor and under-
privileged communities were
being hit the hardest.

“A section of society is large-
ly untouched by the extreme
weather conditions as they
have access to cooling facilities
such as fans, coolers, air condi-
tioners,” he pointed out, add-
ing: “But people in low-income
groups are bearing the brunt.”

“I've seen many daily-wage
labourers, rickshaw pullers
and construction workers con-
tinuing to work in the scorch-
ing heat, putting their health at
risk” —ow
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Indian Tricolour
flies high outside
the White House

WASHINGTON: Ahead of In-
dian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s visit to the United States,
the Indian Tricolour was seen
waving outside the White House,
‘Washington D.C.

Talking about the Indian flag
waving outside the White House,
an Indian national residing in
New Jersey, Jesal Nar, said, “It’s
really honour and pride to see the
tricolour. I go across the United
States for my work purpose car-
rying a tricolour.”

“But seeing the tricolour in
front of the White House waving
freely and benching marks the
coming of our honourable prime
minister Narendra Modi in
‘Washington DC for the new gen-
eration, engines and everything,.
So it would be a great honour to
see more technological advance-
ment in India,” he said.

PM Modi is all set for his first
state visit to the US next week.
From June 20-24, PM Modi will
address the Joint Sitting of the
US Congress and will also meet
a number of American politi-
cians, prominent citizens as well
as noted personalities from the
diaspora.

Meanwhile, on the South Lawn
of the White House, the practice
for the ceremonial welcome of

PM Modi is underway.

PM Modi is visiting the US at
theinvitation of US President Joe
Biden and First Lady Jill Biden.
The visit will commence in New
York where the Prime Minister
will lead the celebrations of the
International Day of Yoga at the
United Nations Headquarters on
June 21.

The prime minister will then
travel to Washington D.C., where
he will receive a ceremonial wel-
come at the White House on June
22, and meet President Biden
to continue their high-level dia-
logue. President Biden and First
Lady Jill Biden will host a State
Dinner in honour of the Prime
Minister the same evening, ac-
cording to a release issued by
the Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA). — ant

At least 41 dead
after attack on
Ugandan school

A dormitory was burnt and a food store

looted. So far 25 bhodies have been

recovered from the school and transferred

to Bwera Hospital

KAMPALA: At least 41 people
have been killed and eight injured
after a school in western Uganda
was attacked by armed rebels
fromthe Allied Democratic Force,
Uganda’s police said on Saturday,
according to media report.

Armed rebels of the ADF,
which has ties to ISIS, attacked
the Lhubirira secondary school
in Mpondwe, along the country’s
border with the Democratic Re-
public of Congo on Friday night,
the police said.

Uganda Police Force Spokes-
person Fred Enanga wrote on
Twitter: “A dormitory was burnt
and a food store looted. So far 25
bodies have been recovered from

the school and transferred to Bw-
era Hospital.”

A further eight people remain
in critical condition at Bwera
Hospital, he added, as per CNN.

The spokesperson said that
Ugandan Police and the Uganda
People’s Defence Force were in
“hot pursuit” of the suspects.

Some students reportedly
taken hostage
The Daily Monitor cited a sen-
ior military official as saying that
some of the students had been
abducted.

The military official said
the boys had been locked into
one dormitory, which was set

ablaze, while the girls were
hacked with machetes in an-
other dormitory. Some of the
victims were shot dead.

In an earlier tweet, police de-
scribed how they had retrieved
25 bodies. and that eight people
were in a critical condition in
the hospital.

Ugandan forces were pursuing
the attackers who fled towards
Virunga National Park in the
Democratic Republic of Congo,
police said.

The ADF found a foothold in
eastern DRC in the 1990s. It has
since been accused of killing
thousands of civilians.

The group haslong opposed the
rule of Ugandan President Yoweri
Museveni, a US security ally who
has been in power since 1986.

A Ugandan military assault
later forced the ADF into eastern
Congo, where many rebel groups
are able to operate because the
central government has limited
control there.

In April, the ADF attacked a
village in eastern DRC, leaving at
least 20 people dead.

— Agencies



TIMES OF OMAN

SUNDAY, JUNE 18, 2023 | A7

all

TMENT OF

Eo A D
r PART

Jdg:_” al_qu St
AL HAYAT INTERNATIONAL HOSPITAL

Cuality

7\

I

e
N

2N
AN

(o
G.

Dr. Pallavi Todase
Pediatricion

are Withue

MOH Mo, 112023

022004000 97971672 (< 9509 4944

PEDIATRICS

yulagd vuallls .5
fallgll wiian g Jlabll duilas|

d@ljpl e
dialgll wilsas g Jlabll wilas|

' Dr. Abdul Razzig

Pediatrician

Systemat]_c PI'BS]_den‘t Of KATHMANDU: Nepal President pitalisation within a week. doctor’s observation. “He hasbeen morning after he complained of
. . . . Ram Chandra Paudel was admit- As per the President’s Personal admitted at Manmohan Cardio- chest pain. His health condition is
d_]_s Crlmlnatlon Nep a]_ Pa'U_de]_ ted to the hospital on Saturday Secretary, the president has been thoracic Vascular and Transplant normal,” the President’s Personal
. K . morning after complaining of admitted to Tribhuvan University Centre in Tribhuvan University Secretary Chiranjibi Adhikari
8 e en agalnst hD Splt a]_]_S e d chest pain. This is his second hos- Teaching Hospital and is under a Teaching Hospital earlier this confirmed over the phone. —an
WOITIEeTIl 111

Afghanistan

KABUL: United Nations spe-
cial rapporteur for Afghani-
stan Richard Bennett’s report
highlighted the discrimination
against women and girls and
said that there is a “systematic
discrimination to which women
and girls in Afghanistan are sub-
jected,” TOLONews reported.

According to the report, be-
tween September 2021 and May
2023 over 50 edicts were issued
regarding women and girls by
the Islamic Emirate, which
has “deprived Afghan women
of the right to education, work,
and participation in social and
political life” The systematic
discrimination against women
and girls in Afghanistan today is
the relentless issuance of edicts,
decrees, declarations and direc-
tives restricting their rights, in-
cluding their freedom of move-
ment, attire and behaviour, and
their access to education, work,
health and justice,” read the re-
port.

Among the topics covered Offer is wolid fram 110623 1o 1008.23, Insuronce (Omon & LIAF) & Reg 1 yoor (Private yellow plate], *Service s for 3 years or B0.000 Kms, whichever s earler on ol modols: The above offer is i o "-u ai+] I,I.l GME
in this report are the issue of 2022 WY models. Senace for oll Denali mo or 100,000 5 earfier. § yeorsiUnimited mileoge wonmanty is throwgh thind party in donce with their terms ond conditions. Soles to Government E
education, suicides depression B Minssines, Rent-A-Car comgames, Toxi ond Driving ot @nc ] ' o the Scherne. YVehickes showm are for Sustrative purposes ondy. Terms & conditions apply. =
forced marriages, and the sale of oy 9410 6970: F Fa -

hildren in Afehanist FLZ MOOSA ABDUL RAHMAMN HASSAN & Co. LLC Y. 9450 0004 L 9% : For branches at _ =9 800 76 200 55 ame.moosegroupcem 1 /GME.DMAN
children in Aighanistan. i el & Ghubra ™ Salalah / Sohar [ Nizwa / Sur / lbri F roME oMaN I8 GME Arabia
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HITACHI

FRESHER FOOD, HEALTHIER LIFE.

Companies specialized in the field and registered with Tender Board, may obtain tender
documents for the website through the following link:
(https//:etendering.tenderboard.gov.om)
against non-refundable fees as mentioned below starting from the date of this announce-
ment and until the end of deadline stipulated below.

Last date to
collect the
tender

Tender
return date

Tender
Fee

Tender
Description

Tender
Number

PRE/22/070
2022/MM/QS-38
Re-Call

RFP for Muscat Contact

Center Solution 25 Rials

08/07/2023 | 30/07/2023 Specialist

Construction of Storm
Water Drainage System
in Al Khuwair at Bosher

PRE/23/073
2023/MM/HQ-25

50Rials | 08/07/2023 30/07/2023 Excellent

PRE/23/098

Shifting Abandoned
2023/MM/QS-43

Vehicles

25Rials | 08/07/2023 | 30/07/2023 | Specialist

INvVERTER

Painting of Muscat
Municipality vehicles

PRE/23/112
2023/MWIQS-44

25Rials | 08/07/2023 | 30/07/2023 Specialist

b4
Dual Fan Cooling

Construction of
Proposed Solutions fo
Resolve Water
Stagnation at Qurum

Y
HITACHI
(EMSESSSE

WRRRANTY

PRE/23/126
2023/MM/QS-45

25Rials | 08/07/2023 30/07/2023

PRE/23/127
2023/MM/QS-46

PRE/23/133
2023/IMM/QS-47

PRE/23/134
2023/MM/QS-48

Maintenance of Muscat _ —
Specialist
Municipality Lifts 25 Rials 0

08/07/2023 30/07/2023

Supply of ACs, Water

Coolers & Refrigerators SRR

25 Rials 30/07/2023 Specialist

Supply of MyQ 25Rials | 08/07/2023 | 30/07/2023 Specialist

Bidders shall submit their offers electronically.

Clarification and Support:

For any inquiries regarding tenders, please visit e-tendering website:
(https//:etendering.tenderboard.gov.om) .

For technical support of e-tendering system please send an email to

C.R, No, 1009480 & www.genetco.net
E.ﬁ el Tl T Wl | MUSCAT SALALAH H @GenetcoOman (etenderhd@mtcit.gov.om) or call (+96824402200).
G e n e tc 0 BE?!IEE?“Z”I“ = 94048494 B @GenetcoOman

[l Genetco Oman

Major Hypermarkets & Electronics Retailers
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Bangladesh steer to record

Taskin Ahmed grabs
four as the hosts
register a 546-run
victory, the biggest
margin of runs by

an Asian team

MIRPUR: Hosts Bangladesh reg-
istered a record 546-run win over
Afghanistan on the fourth day of
their one-off Test at Mirpur on
Saturday.

It was the third-biggest by the
margin of runs for a Test nation,
and the biggest win by the margin
of runs in this century. This is also
the biggest win in such a manner
for an Asian side.

England have the biggest margin
(by runs) in a victory. They won
against Australia in 1928 by 675
runs. Australia, who registered
a 562-run win against England
in 1934, have the second biggest
margin.

Bangladesh did not put a foot
wrong after being asked to bat first
at Mirpur on day one of the Test
by Afghanistan skipper Hashma-
tullah Shahidi. A big century from
Najmul Hossain Shanto (146) led
their charge in the first innings, as
the Tigers posted 382 in their first
innings.

In response, Afghanistan could
muster merely 146, with Afsar
Zazai’s 36 being the highest score.
Bangladesh pacers Ebadot Hos-
sain (4/47) and Shoriful Islam

Afridi returns
for Lanka tour

LAHORE: Pakistan have named
a 16-member squad for their up-
coming two-match Test series
against Sri Lanka expected to be
held in July.

The squad is headlined by the
return of star pacer Shaheen
Afridi, who last featured in the
longest format in July 2022 when
he suffered a knee injury in a Test
against Sri Lanka.

Pakistan have also decided to

include two uncapped players in
the squad, with batter Mohammad
Huraira and all-rounder Aamir
Jamal getting call-ups.
Squad: Babar Azam (c), Moham-
mad Rizwan (ve & wk), Aamir
Jamal, Abdullah Shafique, Abrar
Ahmed, Hasan Ali, Imam-ul-Haq,
Mohammad Huraira, Mohammad
Nawaz, Naseem Shah, Noman Ali,
Salman Ali Agha, Sarfaraz Ahmed
(wk), Saud Shakeel, Shaheen Af-
ridi and Shan Masood.

(2/28) took crucial top-order
wickets.

Bangladesh’s aggressive bat-
ting in their second dig furthered
the advantage of the 236-run lead.
Shanto (124), Mominul Haque
(121 unbeaten), Zakir Hasan (71)
and Litton Das (66 unbeaten)
helped their team declare at 425/4
in merely 80 overs.

With this, they set their oppo-
nents a mammoth target of 662
runs.

Afghanistan were even worse in
their second effort with the bat and
were bowled out for merely 115.
Bangladesh’s charge was led by
their pacers, Taskin Ahmed (4/37)
and Islam (3/28), once more.

The visitors’ last man Zahir
Khan took a blow to the elbow and
retired hurt during an extended
morning session on the fourth day,
thus leaving the hosts with only
nine second-innings wickets to
take to complete the win.

Some drama also took place
just before that, as Bangladesh
neared victory. Zahir was given
out caught behind off the ball of
the 33rd over, with Taskin Ahmed
taking off to celebrate what he
thought was his first five-for in
Tests, only for the batter to over-
turn the decision on review, as re-
plays showed the ball had missed
the bat by an inch.

The delivery immediately af-
ter, Taskin bowled Zahir, only for

Test win over Afghanistan

the ball to be deemed as an above-
waist full toss, and thus a no-ball.
Then three legal balls after that,
Taskin crashed one into Zahir’s el-
bow, thus rendering him unable to
bat. After a few minutes of discus-
sion and medical attention, Zahir
walked off. That confirmed a mas-
sive win for Bangladesh.

Bangladesh’s fast bowlers
combined to take 14 wickets in
the match, the most for them in
a Test.

The hosts entered the fourth day

requiring eight wickets to seal the
win, which they duly did inside 22
overs although eventually they had
to take one wicket lesser.
Brief scores: Bangladesh 382
(Shanto 146, Mahmudul 76,
Masood 5-79) and 425 for 4 decl
(Shanto 124, Mominul 121*, Zahir
2-112) beat Afghanistan 146 (Zazai
36, Ebadot4-47, Taijul 2-7) and 115
(Rahmat 30, Taskin 4-37, Shoriful
3-28) by 546 runs. (icc-cricket.com)

Root’s masterclass puts England in driver’s seat

BIRMINGHAM: Top order
might have lost their wickets
early in the day but Joe Root and
Jonny Bairstow scored briskly as
England scripted a fiery fightback
to help hosts declare their first in-
nings at 393/8 runs after Nathan
Lyon and Josh Hazlewood domi-
nated Three Lions on Day one in
the ongoing first Test of Ashes
series at Edgbaston on Friday.

At stumps, Australia were 14/0
-trailing by 379 runs with David
Warner (8) and Usman Khawaja
(4) at the crease.

Bairstow and Root stiched a
solid 100-run partnership and
kept the scoreboard ticking for
England.

The right-handed Bairstow
played a counter-attacking knock,
however, his 78-run knock finally
came to an end in the 61st over
after being dismissed by Nathan
Lyon.

England then lost Moeen Ali
quickly for 18 after the all-rounder
was included following his reveral
from Test retirement for Ashes.

The Three Lions’ innings went
further into a slump after Stuart
Broad (16) was sent back to the
pavilion by Green.

Despite being in pressure, Root
kept Australian bowlers on their
toes while whacking the loose

balls on offer. In the 76th over of
the game, Root brought up his
30th Test century.

Surprisingly England declared
their innings at the score 0f 393/8,
with Root (118) and Ollie Robin-
son (17) unbeaten.

Earlier, at the tea break, Eng-

cind

land’s score read 240/5 as the duo
of Root (66*) and Bairstow (33*)
fought back after Australia deliv-
ered early blows in the session.
In the second session, England
scored 116 runs while losing two
wickets.

Root and Harry Brook managed

to gather runs to take their team’s
total beyond the 150-run mark.
Brook was the aggressor of the
batting pair, smashing boundaries
regularly.

Brook displayed great resilience
and determination as he brought
up a50-run partnership with Root

in the 36th over of the game.

Brook’s aggressive stint at the
crease was cut short as he was
dismissed by Lyon for 32 in the
38th over of the match. England
captain Ben Stokes failed to leave
a mark in their innings as he was
removed by Hazlewood for one
digit in the 39th over.

Earlier, England won the toss
and opted to bat first. The hosts
started their innings with Zak
Crawley cracking four off the very
first ball of the match in Pat Cum-
mins’ over. However, the other
opening batter Ben Duckett lost
his wicket to Hazlewood in the
fourth over of the match. Ollie
Pope then came out to bat. The
duo of Pope and Crawley main-
tained a fine partnership. Lyon

Broke the solid partnership
when he got the better of Pope in
the 18th over of the match.

Crawley scored briskly to stand

tall in front of the Aussie attack
as he kept stealing boundaries at
regular intervals. After scoring a
brisk 61 runs off 73 Crawley was
dismissed on the stroke of lunch
by Scott Boland.
Brief scores: England 393/8 decl
(Joe Root 118* Jonny Bairstow
78* Nathan Lyon 4-149) vs Aus-
tralia 14/0 (David Warner 8%
Usman Khawaja 4*). - ant

‘Looking forward to playing highest order of competitive cricket’

MUSCAT: A day before the start
of the ICC Men’s ODI Cricket
World Cup Qualifier 2023 in
Zimbabwe, captains of the ten par-
ticipating nations came together
to experience the local wildlife on
Saturday. The World Cup Quali-
fier will be played in Harare and
Bulawayo from June 18-July 9.

Oman will begin their cam-
paign on June 19 with a match
against Ireland in a Group B
match. Another World Cup
winning outfit in the group is 1996
champions SriLanka, whichkick off
proceedings in Bulawayo against
the UAE on Monday. The other
team in Group B is Scotland.

Each team has played two
warm-up fixtures, with Oman
going down fighting to hosts
Zimbabwe and Nepal respectively.

Speaking to the media at the
official photoshoot at Wild
is Life sanctuary on Satur-

day,

captain Zeeshan
Magsood said: “We have been
preparing well to acclimatise
and adapt to the conditions in

Oman

Zimbabwe.
looking forward to playing the
highest order

We certainly are

of competitive
cricket at this marquee event and

will make our country proud.

“The Qualifier is certainly a
platform for us as well to inspire
the sport of cricket in Oman.”

High stakes

Each match will be high stakes,
with teams contesting for two
places at the ICC Men’s Cricket
World Cup 2023 in India that gives
the two victors nine guaranteed
matches at ODI global showpiece.

While the players will be the
main attraction when the Quali-
fier begins on Sunday, the captains
were keen spectators at the official
photoshoot at Wild is Life sanctu-
ary.

The sanctuary is home to
rescued animal orphans, including
elephants, giraffes and lions and
aims to rehabilitate these animals
back into the wild.

The cricket will take centre
stage as Group A gets under-
way on Sunday, with a full-house
expected when hosts Zimba-
bwe take on Nepal at Harare
Sports Club. Also on the opening
matchday, two-time champi-

ons West Indies face neighbours
United States at Takashinga.

The top three sides in each
group will advance to the Super Six
stage, with the bottom two sides in
each group playing off to decide
the seventh to 10th placings.

Atthe Super Six stage, the teams
will play the three qualifiers from
the other group, with the two re-
sults against teams from their own
group carrying forward from the
group stage. The Super Six stage
will commence on 29 June and for
the first time in this tournament,
DRS will be used for all matches
from this stage onwards.

The top two teams after the Su-
per Six stage will be able to book
their tickets to India as the two
qualifiers for the Cricket World
Cup 2023.

They will also play off to be
crowned Qualifiers champion in
the final on July 9.
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CREDIT GRANTED RISES

The total balance of credit granted by
the banking sector in the Sultanate of

Oman increased by 6.3 percent to reach
OMRS30 billion at the end of April 2023.
The credit granted to the private sector
recorded a growth of 6.8 percent to reach
OMRZ25.2 billion at the end of April 2023.

Partnership formed to establish
chemical manufacturing plant

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Sohar Freezone, a
leading industrial hub in the re-
gion, announced a strategic part-
nership with Nasim Chemicals
SFZ, a prominent player in the
chemical industry.

This collaboration will witness
the establishment of a dioctyl
phthalate and dioctyl terephtha-
late plant within the Sohar Fre-
ezone, aimed at catering to the
growing demand for high-quality
chemical productsinthe GCC, In-
dia and African markets.

With a total investment of
$10.4 million, the plant covers an
area of 5,000 sqm and will boast
a production capacity of 30,000
tonnes, reinforcing the region’s
industrial capabilities. The part-
nership will significantly boost
the logistics movement and el-
evate the throughput levels with
more than 2000 TEUs annually.

Commenting on this agree-
ment, Fayaz Hameedi, Co-Share-
holder of Nasim Chemicals SFZ,
said, “We are excited about this
joint venture with Sohar Fre-
ezone and the opportunities it
presents. Our partnership signi-
fies our confidence in the region’s
potential and our commitment to
providing high-quality chemical
products to the market. By lev-
eraging the strategic advantages
offered by Sohar Freezone and its
proximity to key markets, we aim
to establish ourselves as a leading
player in the industry.”

Significant

Omar Al Mahrizi, CEO of Sohar
Freezone, DCEO Sohar Port said:
“We are thrilled to partner with
Nasim Chemicals SFZ in this
significant agreement. The es-
tablishment of the dioctyl phtha-
late and dioctyl terephthalate
plant further strengthens Sohar

Freezone’s position as a key in-
dustrial player for business and
innovation in the region. This col-
laboration aligns perfectly with
our vision of fostering economic
growth and attracting strategic
investments to Oman.”

The plant will create down-
stream opportunities including the
production of PVC products such
as plastic film and sheets, wire and
cable insulation, and flooring and
wall coverings. It will be developed
in two phases, with construction
commencing by the end of this year.
Production is estimated to com-
mence by the end of 2024.

Sohar Freezone reaffirms its
position as an integrated logistics
and industrial hub, leveraging the
latest global technologies and ad-
hering to the highest sustainabili-
ty standards across its diverse ac-
tivities. The collaboration aligns
with the objectives outlined in
Oman Vision 2040.”
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CBOREPORATEAT 5.75%

The Central Bank of Oman (CBO) has
decided to keep its repo rate for local
banks fixed at 5.75 per cent, following the
US Federal Reserve’s decision to leave its

policy rate unchanged at the range of

(5.00 per cent - 5.25 per cent).
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Oman chamber of commerce and industry in Al Batinah North Governorate
would like to announce the following public tender:

4l Y ™\ ™\
Tender No. |[Tender Name || Tender Fees
(irrevocable)

£ N N\ 2
Specialized | Deadline for || Deadline for

companies

Tender

Shesining submission

Documents

Organizing and
Managing
Sohar
Investment
Forum

1/ 2023

_ L P L

Companies

specialized in
managing and

and exhibitions

_/

L

organizing
international
conferences

06 July 2023 || 14 July 2023

N AN

Companies specialized in managing and organizing conferences may obtain the tender
documents from the Administration Department at the first Floor of the chamber’s branch
Al Batinah North Governorate, during the official working hours against the payment of

tender fees.

Tender Terms:

Provide valued CR,0CCI membership ,Tender Board membership and taxation certificate .

Interested companies should enclose their bids a 1% Bank guarantee/ certified cheque of
proposal value issued by one of the banks operating in Oman valid for 90 days from the
deadline of submitting the bids addressed in the name of Oman Chamber of Commerce and
Industry. The bids without this temporary guarantee will not be considered.

The bids should be submitted in red waxed envelopes addressed to -Procurement
Committee , OCCI, written outside the Number and title of the Tender. No indication about

the bidder is allowed on the envelope.

Offers should be deposited in the tender box kept at the Administration Department in the
first floor of OCCI Al Batinah North Governorate branch.

Interested companies B
should submit the Tenders

before 12 pm on 16/07/2023. @

OCCl is not bound to accept the lowest or any other bids.
It has the right to accept or reject any bids without showing reasons.

For further details,
you may call

() 92620613 -91964531

dawood.reesi@omanchamber.om
(@ ¥ occlBN

/4

Alizz Islamic Bank introduces ‘Alizz Jr’ - offering parents
financial solutions to secure their children’s future

MUSCAT: As part of its efforts
to constantly provide exceptional
product & services, Alizz Islamic
Bank recently introduced the
‘Alizz. Jr’ value proposition for
parents with children under the
age of 15. This comprehensive
program offers a wide range of at-
tractive benefits and services de-
signed to meet the unique needs
of'today’s parents, while also pro-
moting a culture of saving. With
a focus on securing a brighter
future for the children. Parents/
guardians can conveniently visit
any branch of Alizz Islamic Bank
in order to avail the program’s
benefits.

‘Alizz Jr’ offers parents the op-
portunity to earn attractive prof-
its on the amount they deposit in
asavings plan that can be used for
education/higher studies or for
future savings of the child. This
will provide parents with flexible
options for deposits and standing
instructions, allowing them to

choose between weekly, monthly,
quarterly, semi-annual, or an-
nual contributions. This aims
to support the children’s higher
education studies, enabling them
to continue their journey at an
affordable finance rate with easy
and flexible procedures in future.

Additionally, ‘Alizz Jr’ has no
minimum balance requirement
for savings accounts, allowing
individuals to open an account
without the need for a specific
minimum amount. It also in-
cludes unlimited local funds
transfers via the Mobile Pay-
ment Service (MPS / Wallet to
Wallet fund transfer) through
the Alizz Islamic Bank mobile
banking application.

It is worth noting that Alizz
Islamic Bank has adopted a com-
prehensive strategy to offer ser-
vices and products that cater to
the diverse segments of society,
ensuring that the offerings are
tailored to meet their needs.
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Muscat bourse up for
second week in a row

The stock market
was again driven
this week by the
banking sector which
recorded a positive
performance and the
current direction of
interest rates could
help banks maintain

strong profits

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman’s benchmark
Muscat Securities Exchange (MSX)
main index has been able to rebound
since the beginning of June and re-
mains above this year’s lows, it could
come under some pressure if traders
move to secure their gain while the
market maintains a bearish trend
for the last couple of months, ac-
cording to an analyst.

“Traders monitored the devel-
opments in monetary policies
in major economies in search of
guidelines,” said Mazen Salhab -
Chief Market Strategist MENA in
BDSwiss.

“Three major central bank
meetings were scheduled this
week, which affected global mar-
kets and fuelled some volatility.
The Federal Reserve was closely
monitored in particular due to its
importance to the Omani market.
The US central bank kept interest
rates unchanged as expected but
raised its interest rate target for
this year,” he further added.

The Omani central bank fol-
lowed suit and maintained interest
rates at their current level. While
interest rates could rise again
this year, the current pause could
provide some relief to the Omani
economy and the local stock mar-
ket as companies see more stable
financing costs and risk appetite
could improve.

“The stock market was again
driven this week by the banking
sector which recorded a positive
performance. The current direc-
tion of interest rates could help
banks maintain strong profits.
Meanwhile, the race toward con-

solidation in the sector continued
with Bank Dhofar bidding for Ahli
Bank,” Mazen Salhab said.

Last week, the MSX index wit-
nessed good performance for the
main index and the financial sec-
tor index. The main index con-
solidated its gains, rising for the
second week in a row, and closed
at the end of Thursday’s trading at
4,681 points, up by 22 points. The
financial sector index rose by 65
points, and other sectoral indices
recorded slight declines.

Other stock markets in the
region recorded mixed perfor-
mances with traders erring toward
caution in some cases. While some
were able to record more gains
thanks to strong local fundamen-
tals and improving risk appetite,
others were however impacted by
the volatility and uncertainty in
energy markets.

Despite their high volatility and
thisweek’s rebound, energy markets
remained at relatively low levels and
were unable to provide strong sup-

Inflation in Oman reaches 0.91%

MUSCAT: The annual inflation
rate in Oman reached 0.91 percent
at the end of May 2023, according
to the monthly consumer price
survey data issued by the National
Centre for Statistics and Informa-
tion (NCSI).

The inflation rate was driven by
the increase in most of the main
groups that make up the consumer
price index (CPI), led by restau-
rants and hotels by 3.69 percent,
and furniture, fixtures, household
equipment and routine household
maintenance by 3.14 percent.

The prices of the food and non-
alcoholic beverages group in-
creased by 2.73 percent, which was
due to the increase in the prices of
all components of the group, led by
milk, cheese and eggs by 9.55 per-
cent, oils and fats by 5.78 percent,
fish and seafood by 4.62 percent,
non-alcoholic beverages by 4.39
percent, and other food materials

by 3.75 percent, sugar, jam, honey
and sweets by 3.72 percent, bread
and cereals by 3.09 percent, meat
by 2.47 percent, fruits by 1.17 per-
cent, while the prices of vegetables
decreased by 7 percent.

The prices of the various goods
and services groups increased by
2.17 percent, tobacco by 1.76 per-

HOT & COLD
DISPENSER

Otter vatid from 1°" Apeil 1o 30" june 2023

TR Mo 1365452 | MM DEMZS2023

SO0IUM FREE
DRINKING WATER

E3%E CALL TOLL-FREE
800 71 222
3L or GSM: 9275 5522

cent, culture and entertainment
by 1.43 percent, health by 1.28 per-
cent, clothing and shoes by 0.76
percent, education by 0.05 percent,
and housing, water, electricity, gas
and other fuels by 0.02 percent.
Transport group prices decreased
by 1.32 percent, and communica-
tions by 0.17 percent. - ona

O1l prices to
gain on hopes of
US rate pause,
China stimulus

Times News Service

MUSCAT: There was several
positive news in the market that
reversed the course of crude oil
from further fall, according to a
new report.

“This included the hopes of
moderating inflation in the US
and an expected rate pause by
the US Fed which may support
oil demand besides China’s plan
for economic stimulus,” the Ku-
wait-based Kamco Invest said
in its Oil Market Monthly Re-
port June 2023 report.

Consistent decline in crude
oil prices since the start of the
year and further declines dur-
ing June-2023 pushed prices to
the lowest point since Decem-
ber-2021 by the second week of
June-2023.

The declines came after sev-
eral data points pointed to a
slowdown in demand in the
near term especially in China,
the US and Euro Area,” Kamco
Invest report.

The US government’s tender
to purchase 3 million barrels of
oil to refill its Strategic Petroleum
Reserve (SPR) and an additional
12 million barrels of planned
purchases for this year also sup-
ported prices of sour oil in the
US. On the other hand, China is
reportedly planning an economic
stimulus to boost consumption.

port to the Omani stock market, he
said. “In this regard, energy markets
could continue to see some volatility
while traders consider the changes
in the balance between supply and
demand,” he added.

In this regard, hopes of improv-
ing economic conditions in China
could provide some support for oil
prices in particular. Weaker-than-
expected recovery in China has sig-
nificantly affected expectations un-
til now. The Chinese central bank
has moved to reduce some bor-
rowing costs to help stimulate the
economy and could continue to do
so, potentially improving demand
for energy products in the process.

“Several Federal Reserve board
members are expected to speak
next week. They could provide
some indications regarding the
next steps in monetary policy
which could affect trader’s expecta-
tionslocally and globally. The Swiss
and British central banks are also
expected to decide on their interest
rate levels,” Mazen Salhab said.

CBO keepsrepo
rateat5.75%

MUSCAT: The Central Bank
of Oman (CBO) has decided
to keep its repo rate for local
banks fixed at 5.75 per cent,
following the US Federal Re-
serve’s decision to leave its
key policy rate unchanged at
the range of (5.00 per cent -
5.25 per cent).

The CBO’s monetary pol-
icy target is to sustain and
maintain its fixed exchange
rate. This policy is aligned
with the structure and nature
ofthe Omani economy.

There are a number of
advantages for Oman that
are derived from this policy
among which are the follow-
ing: Stability of the Omani
Rial; mitigation of capital
outflow; promoting certainty
among investors by removing
exchange rate risk. -ona

Credit granted by
banking sector rises
by 6.3% to reach
OMR30 billion

MUSCAT: The total balance of
credit granted by the banking
sector in Oman increased by 6.3
percent to reach OMR30 billion
at the end of April 2023.

The report issued by the Cen-
tral Bank of Oman (CBO) shows
that credit granted to the private
sector recorded a growth of 6.8
percent to reach OMR25.2 billion
at the end of April 2023.

The datarelated to its distribu-
tion among various sectors indi-
cated that non-financial compa-
nies acquired the largest share,
which amounted to 46.3 percent,
followed by the individual sector
at44 4 percent, while the remain-
ing percentage was distributed to
the financial companies sector at
5.6 percent and other sectors at
3.7 percent.

Total deposits with the bank-
ing sector recorded a growth of
5.5 percent to reach OMR27.2
billion at the end of April 2023.
Within this total, private sector
deposits with the banking system
increased by 3.7 percent to reach
OMR17.9 billion.

‘When looking at the distribu-
tion of the total deposit base of
the private sector over various
sectors, figures show that the
individual sector acquired the
largest share, amounting to about
52.3 percent, followed by the
non-financial companies sector
and the financial companies sec-
tor with a share of 28.2 percent
and 16.6 percent, respectively,
while the remaining percentage
is 2.9 percent distributed to other
sectors. - ona

Bangkok meet discusses
virtual assets and fintech

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Sultanate of Oman
represented by the Capital Market
Authority (CMA) participated in
the 48th annual meeting of the In-
ternational Organisation of Secu-
rities Commission (IOSCO) held
in Bangkok, Thailand by an official
delegation chaired by Sheikh Ab-
dullah bin Salim Al Salmi, Execu-
tive President and senior officials
ofthe CMA.

The meeting discussed the key
issues in global financial markets
in the regulatory and supervisory
arenas related to the securities in-
dustry. The CMA also participates
in the meetings of the subcommit-
tees on the sidelines of the annual
meeting of the IOSCO such as the
Africa and Middle East Regional

Committee (AMERC) and the
meeting of the Growth and Emerg-
ing Markets Committee.

AFMERC’s meeting discussed
a number of issues related to the
developments in the securities
markets in the region including
financial sustainability, which is a
key issue in the region to create a
sustainable investment environ-
ment. The meeting also discussed
virtual assets and fintech and their
challenges in regulation.

The meeting discussed the mul-
tilateral memorandum of under-
standing between the members of
I0SCO. The Growth and Emerging
Markets Committee’s meeting dis-
cussed several issues of concern for
the markets such as capacity build-
ing in the regulatory authorities as
sell well as investor protection.

Microsoft hosts event to advance digital
transformation and innovation in Qatar

Times News Service

DOHA: Microsoft, in collabora-
tion with the Ministry of Com-
munications and Information
Technology (MCIT), hosted the
exclusive ‘From Imagination to
Reality: Rise with Microsoft AT’
event in Qatar.

Under the patronage of Mo-
hammed bin Ali Al Mannai,
Qatar’s Minister of Communi-
cations and Information Tech-
nology, and in the presence Ab-
dulaziz bin Nasser bin Mubarak
Al Khalifa, President of the Civil
Service and Government Devel-
opment Bureau, the event aimed
to showcase the potential of ar-
tificial intelligence (AI) to help
people and organisations in Qa-
tar be more productive, innovate
groundbreaking solutions, solve
society’s most pressing problems,
and ultimately advance Qatar’s
digital economy.

The event brought together
government officials, decision-
makers, leading ICT profession-
als, developers, startups and
policymakers to explore how
Microsoft Al is empowering or-
ganisations of all sizes and across
all industries to augment the way
they work and free up time for
more creative and fulfilling tasks.

The event showcased the expe-
riences of the Microsoft 365 Co-
pilot and raised the topic of cyber-
security and its importance in the
age of Al highlighting how prod-
ucts such as Microsoft Security

Copilot can enable organisations
and companies to improve their
security levels and better protect
their customers’ data.

To accelerate the digital trans-
formation of various sectors in
Qatar, the event included the
signing of several memoran-
dums of understanding (MoUs),
the first of which was between
Sprinklr and Microsoft and will
empower the Civil Service and
Government Development Bu-
reau’s Sharek platform with the
GPT capabilities of Azure Open
AT Service. Microsoft also signed
an MoU with Vodafone aimed at
leveraging the power of Microsoft
Digital Contact Center Technolo-
gies to revolutionise their cus-
tomer experience.

Speaking during the event,
Hassan Jassim Al Sayed, Advisor
to the Minister and Chairman of
the Artificial Intelligence Com-
mittee at the Ministry of Com-
munications and Information
Technology, said, “Microsoft’s

event comes as part of the efforts
of the State of Qatar, represented
by the Ministry of Communica-
tions and Information Technol-
ogy, to leverage AI technologies
in all aspects of life, business and
governance. These efforts will
build a stimulating environment
for research and innovation in the
field of Artificial Intelligence, and
make Qatar an advanced model to
be followed in the smooth transi-
tion to an Al-empowered future.”
The event comes at an oppor-
tune time, as economies across
the Middle East witness Al inno-
vations come out of the research
lab and into the mainstream.
From offices to schools to hos-
pitals, AI tools have become es-
sential companions, empowering
users across sectors and driving
advancements in research, de-
velopment, and productivity. Re-
search by PwC estimates that Al
could contribute $320 billion to
the Middle East economy in 2030
equivalent to 11 per cent of GDP.
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From Amitabh Bachchan

to Shah Rukh Khan:

Take a look at Bollywood’s

COOLEST
DADS

Father’s Day holds a
significant place in
the hearts of people
around the world,
including Bollywood.
The Indian film
industry is a melting
pot of fathers with
diverse backgrounds,
ages, and life
experiences.

ather’s Day holds a sig-
nificant place in the
hearts of people around
the world,and Bollywood
is no exception. The Indian film
industry is a melting pot of fathers
with diverse backgrounds, ages,
and life experiences. The B-town
dads exemplify love and affection
in different ways, be it nurtur-
ing their children’s aspirations or
cherishing invaluable moments
spent together. Now, let’s delve
into the realm of Bollywood and
celebrate some of the coolest dads
in the Indian film industry.

Father’s Day holds a signifi-
cant place in the hearts of people
around the world, including Bolly-
wood. The Indian film industry is a
melting pot of fathers with diverse
backgrounds, ages, and life experi-
ences. These B-town dads exem-
plify love and affection in various
ways, be it nurturing their chil-
dren’s aspirations or cherishing in-
valuable moments spent together.
Now, let’s delve into the
realm of Bollywood and
celebrate some of the
coolest dads in the
industry.  Shah

Rukh Khan
Shah Rukh
Khan, often re-
ferred to as the
King of Bolly-
wood, is known
for his unwa-
vering  support
for his children’s
ventures. Whether
it's promoting his
daughter Suhana’s tal-
ent or cheering on his son
Aryan’s aspirations, SRK

has been a cool and sup-

portive father to his three children,
Aryan, Suhana, and Abram. His
dedication, love, and support make
him a role model for many, not just
as an actor but also as a father who
values his relationship with his
children.

SHAHID KAPOOR

Shahid Kapoor, another cutest
Bollywood dad, has been seen
spending quality time with his
children, Zain and Misha. Through
lovely outings and sharing ador-
able moments on social media,
giving fans a sneak peek into their
joyful moments together. Shahid’s
presence as a cool dad, combined
with his stylish looks and charm-
ing personality, adds to the appeal
of his family’s celebrations shared
on social media. It allows fans to
feel apart of their special moments
and cherish the love and happiness
that he brings to his role as a father.

SAIF ALI KHAN

The father of the adorable Taimur
Ali Khan, Sara Ali Khan, Ibrahim
Ali Khan and Jehangir Ali Khan,
is known for being a chilled-out
and loving father. Saif Ali Khan,
along with his wife Kareena Ka-
poor Khan and their son Taimur,
has been seen enjoying their fam-
ily time and making the most of
their trips. The father-son duo has
often been spotted spending qual-
ity time together and has created
a close bond. Saif’s affectionate
bond with his children is evident
through the way he

inter-

acts with them. Whether it’s play-
ful moments or heartwarming ges-
tures, Saif Ali Khan cherishes and
nurtures their relationship.

AMITABH BACHCHAN

Amitabh Bachchan has two chil-
dren, Abhishek Bachchan and
Shweta Bachchan-Nanda. Am-
itabh’s cool dad image stems from
his ability to adapt to changing
times and connect with the young-
er generation. Heis active on social
media and frequently posts about
his family members. This engage-
ment showcases his openness and
approachability, making him relat-
able to younger audiences. He con-
tinues to inspire and entertain not
only his children but also millions
of fans across the globe.

KUNAL KEMMU

Kunal Kemmu is a proud fa-
ther to his daughter Inaaya Nau-
mi Kemmu. The actor has often
shared glimpses of beautiful mo-
ments with her daughter on social
media, allowing fans to witness
the joy and love he experiences
as a parent. He has been vocal
about the joy and happiness that
Inaaya brings into his life and has
embraced the role of a doting fa-
ther with love and dedication. His
chilled-out demeanour as a father
adds to the warmth and joy in their
relationship. Kunal has embraced
the role of being a father with
love and care, ensuring
that he creates a nur-
turing and happy en-
vironment for her
daughter.

LIFESTYLE
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England

Southgate’s men
romp to 4-0 victory;
Armenia stun Wales,
easy for France in
Euro qualifiers

ATTARD: England continued
their perfect record in Euro 2024
qualifying with a comfortable 4-0
win at Malta on Friday.

Liverpool full-back Trent Alex-
ander-Arnold - who started in cen-
tral midfield - scored a fine 25-yard
strike between an own goal, and
two penalties from Harry Kane
and Callum Wilson.

Gareth Southgate’s side had lit-
tle trouble dispatching the side
172nd in the FIFA rankings.

The Three Lions are next in ac-
tion against North Macedonia on
Monday.

Their qualifying campaign to
reach Germany next summer is
going to plan with nine points from
three games - six ahead of Ukraine,
North Macedonia and reigning
champions Italy.

The three points at Ta’Qali Na-
tional Stadium were sealed inside
the first 31 minutes as Ferdinando
Apap turned past his own goal-
keeper before Alexander-Arnold’s
impressive strike.

Just 96 seconds after Alexander-
Arnold’s goal, Kane made it 3-0
from the penalty spot after being
fouled by Matthew Guillaumier. It
was his 50th competitive England
goal, and means he has now scored
in 11 straight Euro qualifiers.

Kane was replaced in the sec-
ond half, allowing Wilson the
chance to score from the spot
when his cross was handled by
Malta captain Steve Borg and a

penalty was awarded by VAR.

Crystal Palace midfielder Ebere-
chi Eze made his long-awaited de-
but two years after he was denied a
place in the provisional Euro 2020
squad by a major Achilles tendon
injury.

Berhalter returns

NEW YORK: Gregg Berhalter
has been reappointed head coach
of the United States national
football team, six months after
his contract expired while an in-
vestigation into his past conduct
was ongoing.

The 49-year-old was four years
into the role when he admitted
kicking his wife when they were
teenagers.

He was investigated by US Soc-
cer, which subsequently found it
had “no legal impediment to em-
ploying him”.

Berhalter will lead the side to
the 2026 World Cup, co-hosted
by the US.

Berhalter led the US to the last
16 of the World Cup in Qatar last
year, where they were beaten

by the Netherlands. The allega-
tion against him was made in
December, with his original
contract expiring at the end of
that month.

He released a statement, co-
signed by his wife Rosalind, shar-
ing details of the 1992 incident,
adding there was “zero excuse”
for his actions. BJ Callaghan then
took over as interim coach.

Speaking about his reappoint-
ment, Berhalter said: “I'm grate-
ful to have the opportunity to
build on our achievements at the
World Cup and to contribute to
this exciting time for soccer in
our country. We look forward to
continuing our journey together
to make our fans and our nation
proud.”

Giroud, Mbappe score

in France triumph

Olivier Giroud and Kylian Mbappe

scored as France beat Gibraltar 3-0

to make it three wins from three in

Euro 2024 qualifying on Friday.
Giroud headed in early on from

cruise to winin

Kingsley Coman’s cross for his
54th France goal.
Mbappe doubled their lead with
a penalty following a handball -
and his cross was deflected in by
Aymen Mouelhi for an own goal.
Congo-born goalkeeper Brice

Samba had a straightforward in-
ternational debut for France and
did not need to make a save.

Wales humiliated at
home by Armenia
Wales suffered one of their most

Recovering Woods to miss
as US head coach  the Open Championship

LONDON: Former world No. 1
Tiger Woods will not compete in
next month’s Open Champion-
ship at Royal Liverpool.

Injury forced the 47-year-old,
who claimed the third of his three
Open wins at Hoylake in 2006, to
withdraw from the Masters third
round in April.

Woods, a 15-time major win-
ner, then had fusion surgery on a
bone in his ankle to address post-
traumatic arthritis from a previ-
ous fracture in the joint.

That ruled the American out of
the PGA Championship and this
week’s US Open.

Woods had hoped to be fit
enough to compete at Hoylake
where, 17 years ago, he won his
first tournament since the death
of father Earl two months earlier.

However, an R&A spokesman
told the PA news agency: “We
have been advised that Tiger
won’t be playing at Royal Liver-
pool. We wish him all the best
with his recovery.”

Woods feared his leg would
have to be amputated because of
the serious injuries he suffered in
a car accident in Los Angeles in
February 2021.

He managed to return to action
14 months later and finished 47th
in the 2022 Masters, but then
missed the cut in the 150th Open

at St Andrews and has since kept

alimited competition schedule.
The Open Championship will

be played from July 20-23 at

Ten clubs hold joint karate training camp

MUSCAT: In a first of its kind
initiative, ten private clubs joined
hands to hold a joint training
programme titled “Friendship
Training” recently.

A total of 90 players were given
training by 15 coaches from 10
clubs and the camp was organised
by Karate Pioneers Academy and
Lyft Gym in Al Khoud under the
supervision of Ahmed bin Saeed
Al Zakwani.

Al Zakwani, Karate Pioneers
Academy president said that this
was the first time that a camp was
held in cooperation with ten lead-
ing private clubs.

Ali bin Mohammad Al Raisi
presented the basics of kata devel-
opment while Youssef bin Musal-

lam Al Siyabi taught techniques
and skills to improve strength of
muscles.

Said bin Nasser Al Batrani
presented kumite skills while
Ahmed Balidi presented kicks
techniques.

. J

The clubs that participated are:
Pioneers Karate Academy, Sho-
tokan Karate Centre, Golden Ka-
rate Group, Muscat International
Karate Do Academy, Al Qudra
Karate Club, Karate Champions
Club, Al Suwaiq Karate Club Acad-

emy, Buraimi Karate Academy,
Samail Karate Champions Club,
and Freedom Karate Team.

Later, Said bin Salem Al Busaidi,
Chairman of Lyft Gym, presented
certificates of thanks and appre-
ciation to the participating clubs.

Royal Liverpool for the 13th time
- and first since Rory MclIlroy
enjoyed a third major success in
2014. - Agencies

Malta

embarrassing and damaging de-
feats in recent memory as they lost
4-2 at home to Armenia in a cha-
otic and foul-tempered Euro 2024
qualifier.

The hosts seemed to be on
course for a comfortable evening
when Daniel James fired them
in front from Brennan Johnson’s
low cross, but the home crowd
were soon silenced by an exqui-
site volley from Armenia’s Lucas
Zelaryan.

There were then gasps of dis-
belief as Grant-Leon Ranos was
given the freedom of the Cardiff
City Stadium to head the visitors -
71 places below Wales in the world
rankings - into a first-half lead
which was as deserved as it was
shocking.

Wales had several chances to
equalise but their wasteful finish-
ing was punished after the break
as Ranos hit a fine first-time shot
from the edge of the area to send
Armenia’s small contingent of
travelling fans into raptures.

Harry Wilson pulled a goal
back for Wales with a little under
20 minutes remaining, only for
Zelarayan to curl in a superb sec-
ond to restore Armenia’s two-goal
advantage.

Any hopes Wales had of salvag-
ing something from this game
were then dealt another blow
when striker Kieffer Moore was
sent off for an off-the-ball clash
with Armenian goalkeeper Ognjen
Chancharevich.

That final calamity set the seal

on a nightmarish evening for
‘Wales, who squandered the chance
to go top of Group D with previous
leaders Croatia instead in Nations
League action.
Other results: Group C: North
Macedonia 2 Ukraine 3; Group
D: Latvia 2 Turkiye 3; Group H:
Denmark 1 Northern Ireland O,
Finland 2 Slovenia 0, San Marino
0 Kazakhstan 3; Group I: Andorra
1 Switzerland 2, Belarus 1 Israel 2,
Kosovo 0 Romania O. - agencies

Enzo Maresca
appointed
Lelcester boss

LONDON: Leicester City have ap-
pointed treble-winning Manchester
City assistant coach Enzo Maresca
as their manager on a deal which
runs until 2026. The 43-year-old
Ttalian joins the Foxes just six days
after Manchester City’s Champions
League final win.

He replaces interim boss Dean
Smith, who oversaw just two vic-
tories from eight games in a failed
attempt to keep the Foxes in the
Premier League.

“We have a big season ahead of
us,” Maresca said following his ap-
pointment. “At the beginning, the
target is to play in the best way we
can. From there, we can build, day
by day, our idea and our philosophy,
and the most important thing is to
try to win games. First of all, we're
going to give 100%, absolutely, be-
cause the club deserves this. It’s our
job, our duty to do that. Then, as I
said, day by day, step by step, abso-
lutely we're going to improve.”

Cricket group formed
to serve community

MUSCAT: Boasting of nearly
3,000 members, who have one
thing in common: love for crick-
et — a new group named Muscat
Cricket Community (MCC) was
launched recently.

The online social group has
brought together players, coaches,
umpires, local team owners, par-
ents and cricket lovers on a com-
mon platform with a goal to serve
the community on all fronts.

According to Pranav Mehta,
the brainchild behind this com-
munity campaign, “the main
objective is to help and support
the less privileged.” He said: “In

case of major accident or medical
emergency or sudden death of an
individual, the community will
come together to arrange funds
to reduce the financial impact on
the affected family. The commu-
nity will also provide services like
free psychological and medical
consultations by senior doctors.”

The community also aims to
organise a series of cricket tour-
naments, along with few other
entertainment events to generate
funds for this noble cause.

Interested people can join the
community by messaging ‘ADD
ME’to 92470544.
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The latest EI Nino climate
phenomenon has arrived,
threatening floods in
some areas of the world
and droughts in others.
Previous disruptive
weather patterns cost the
global economy trillions

and stoked inflation

1 nino, a natural climate phe-

nomenon that alters global

weather patterns, has of-

ficially returned after four

years, threatening to exacer-
bate already elevated food inflation.

Lastweek, the US National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA’s)
Climate Prediction Centre said that El
Nino conditions are already present and
are expected to “gradually strengthen”
over the next six to nine months, bringing
anew period of extreme weather to much
of'the planet.

“There is a rather high probability [of
another strong El Nino period],” said
Harald Kunstmann, a professor at Ger-
many’s Institute of Meteorology and Cli-
mate Research (IMK-IFU) based at the
Karlsruhe Institute of Technology. “If it
happens, we can expect the same climate
extremes and anomalies that are usually
associated with this phenomenon.”

El Nino, which is Spanish for “Little
Boy”, is marked by warmer-than-average
sea surface temperatures in the central and
eastern Pacific Ocean near the equator.

It fuels flooding to the Americas,
tropical storms to the Pacific and brings
droughts to many other parts of the world,
including southern Africa.

These effects cause severe disruption
to fishing, agriculture and other sectors of
the economy and are also known to be ex-
acerbating the effects of climate change.

In 2016, E1 Nino contributed to the hot-
test year ever recorded, and scientists are
concerned it could cause new record-high
global temperatures.

Earlier this month, researchers at the
EU’s Copernicus earth observation unit
saw global surface air temperatures rise
1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahren-
heit) above pre-industrial levels for the
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first time.

This is the limit that world leaders
agreed to put on global warming at the
2015 Paris climate summit.

“It is quite unusual to approach the
1.5-degree Celsius temperature limit in
June,” Kunstmann told DW. “It is there-
fore likely that we will soon exceed this
limit, not only for a few weeks but for a
longer period of time.”

Trillions of dollars in economic losses

The economic impacts of previous El

A v—or e [

G

\
h
™
F .
T
e i = B

Nino seasons have often continued even
after the most extreme weather condi-
tions have passed.

Following El Nino in 1982-83, the fi-
nancial effects were felt for another half
decade, totaling some $4.1 trillion (€37
trillion), according to research from Dart-
mouth College in the United States.

In a paper for the US journal Science,
researchers said after the 1997-98 El
Nino season, the damage to global eco-
nomic growth was $5.7 trillion.
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“We can say with certainty that socie-
ties and economies absolutely do not just
take a hit and recover,” said Christopher
Callahan, a PhD student in Dartmouth
College’s Ecology, Evolution, Ecosystems,
and Society program, adding that growth
could be impacted for up to 14 years after
El Nino, possibly longer.

The Dartmouth researchers found
that the 1982-83 and 1997-98 El Nino
events steered US gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) lower by some 3% in 1988 and

2003. Countries like Peru and Indonesia
— where agriculture is responsible for up
to 15% of GDP — bled by more than 10%
in 2003.

The Dartmouth researchers estimated
the negative economic effects from the
latest El Nino season could reach $3 tril-
lion between now and 2029.

“The economic impact starts with
the fishing industry, which suffers tre-
mendously because of the higher ocean
temperatures,” Kunstmann told DW.
“Then it hits the big agricultural regions
of Africa, South America and even sev-
eral regions of North America. Then, if
harvests are poor and infrastructure is
damaged by storms, the insurance sec-
tor will also suffer.”

Food, energy inflation spikes
Modelling by Bloomberg Economics pub-
lished this week found that previous peri-
ods of El Nino added nearly 4 percentage
points to non-energy commodity prices
and 3.5 points to oil prices, weakening
global food security.

Bloomberg found that inflation was
around 0.75 percentage points higher
in Argentina and Brazil and half a per-
centage point higher in the Philippines
and India,

With fears that the latest E1 Nino phase
could be the warmest and costliest ever,
analysts think it also has the potential to
prolong high food inflation.

The peak of post-COVID, post-stim-
ulus price rises may have passed, but it
could be several years until the return of
the 2% inflation target set by the US and
European central banks.

Growing warnings about El Nino
have already helped coffee, sugar and
cocoa prices to rise sharply in recent
weeks, Germany’s biggest private lender,
Deutsche Bank, said in a research note
last week. Other food commodities are ex-
pected to follow as harvests get impacted
by severe weather events.

“[Rising prices] could have a particu-
larly negative effect on emerging markets,
where it’s regularly the case that food
makes up at least a third of consumer
expenditure. Their geographic position
also leaves them more exposed to climatic
changes such as flooding, which an El
Nino event makes more likely,” Deutsche
Bank analysts wrote.

In India, where agriculture is a cor-
nerstone of the economy and the annual
monsoon is crucial to food output, poli-
cymakers have spoken of the need to stay
vigilant.

“Close and continued vigil ... is abso-
lutely necessary, especially as the mon-
soon outlook and the impact of El Nino
remain uncertain,” Reserve Bank of India
chief Shaktikanta Das said recently. -ow

Gentle cleansers Kill viruses
just like harsh soaps: Research

A RECENT study by scientists
at the University of Sheffield re-
vealed that gentle cleansers are
just as effective as harsh soaps
in removing viruses, including
coronavirus.

Health care professionals often
substitute harsh soaps or alcohol-
based hand sanitisers with skin-
friendly cleansers in order to
treat or prevent irritant contact
dermatitis - a common skin dis-
ease which causes red and swol-
len skin with a dry and damaged
surface. During the COVID-19
pandemic, incidence and severity
of'the disease amongst healthcare
professionals increased from 20
per cent to 80 per cent.

Despite the widespread use
of gentle cleansing products for
handwashing, there has been
limited evidence to show the an-
tiviral efficacy of the products
to prevent the spread of viruses
such as human coronavirus, her-
pes simplex virus, norovirus and
influenza.

Scientists from the University
of Sheffield’s Sheffield Dermatol-
ogy Research (SDR) group tested
multiple handwash products as
part of the study. These included
antibacterial soap, natural soap,
foam cleansers and bath wash
products, with the team inves-
tigating their ability to kill both
enveloped viruses; such as hu-
man coronavirus and influenza,
which have an additional layer of
structural protection; compared
to non-enveloped viruses, such as
norovirus and adenovirus.

The findings, published in the
journal Frontiers in Virology,
show gentle cleansers were ef-
fective in killing enveloped vi-
ruses, but non-enveloped viruses
displayed resistance against
skin-friendly cleansers, as well as
harsh soaps.

Lead author of the study, Dr
Munitta Muthana from the Uni-
versity of Sheffield’s Department
of Oncology and Metabolism,
said: “Washing our hands with
soap and warm water for 20 sec-
onds was a fundamental message
advocated in the UK to help stop
the spread of COVID-19. But for
healthcare professionals, who can
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wash their hands as many as 100
times during a 12 hour shift, this
may cause unintended adverse
effects. “Not only does irritant
contact dermatitis cause the skin
to become inflamed, blister and
crack, which increases transmis-
sion of bacteria and viruses, it
can also lead to less compliance
with personal protective equip-
ment (PPE) and inadequate hand
washing for fear of making symp-
toms worse. The disease can also
significantly impact workplace
productivity.

“For the first time, our study
has shown substituting harsh
soaps with milder wash products
such as gentle cleansers is effec-
tive in fighting against enveloped
viruses, including human coro-
navirus, which is very encourag-
ing - especially for those in jobs in
which irritant contact dermatitis
is an occupational hazard. We
also found that using additional
agents such as moisturisers to
help protect the skin didn’t pre-
vent the products’ antiviral activ-
ity, which means we don’t have to
use very harsh products on our
skin in order to kill viruses. “

Importantly, the study also

found non-enveloped viruses
demonstrated greater resistance
across all types of hand washing
products tested, including harsh
chemical substances and milder
solutions. Norovirus - known as
the winter vomiting bug - was the
most resilient.

First author of the study, Na-
talie Winder, PhD Researcher at
the University of Sheffield’s De-
partment of Oncology and Me-
tabolism, said: “Even when we
increased the exposure of norovi-
rus to the handwashing products
from 20 seconds to one minute,
the virus wasn’t disrupted. Bleach
was the only agent which affected
the virus - however bleach-based
hand washes are not a feasible op-
tion due to its corrosivity, which
would be extremely harmful to the
skin. “Norovirus can spread very
easily - it takes just 18 norovirus
particles to infect another person,
as opposed to 1,000 coronavirus
particles needed to spread the
infection. Our findings show that
although good hand hygiene prac-
tices are important to preventing
the spread of many viruses, they
are insufficient at controlling the
NOroVirus. — An
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Bank Muscat organises seminar
for Najahi customers in Sohar

The seminar focused
on ways to develop
business projects
and was presented
by Butrus Said, a
Corporate Consultant
and Certified
Guideine-Commerce

MUSCAT: In line with the grow-
ing importance of Micro, Small
and Medium-sized (MSME) busi-
nesses in contributing to Oman’s
economic growth and develop-
ment, Bank Muscat, the leading fi-
nancial services provider in Oman,
recently organised a seminar titled
‘How to grow your own business’.

The seminar focused on ways to
develop business projects and was
presented by Butrus Said, a Cor-
porate Consultant and Certified
Guideine-Commerce.

Several customers of the bank,
including entrepreneurs, and rep-
resentatives of MSMEs attended
the seminar, which was held in the
presence of Abdulnasir N. Al Raisi,
General Manager - Personal Bank-
ing, Bank Muscat and a number of
bank officials.

On this occasion, Abdulnasir N.
Al Raisi, General Manager - Per-
sonal Banking, Bank Muscat, said:
“We are pleased to organise these
events continuously for our Najahi
customers. MSMESs have always
been an area of focus for Bank
Muscat, which is keen to provide
these businesses with various fi-
nancial services and facilities. In
addition, the bank ensures that it
keeps organising such training and
seminars on topics relevant to the
requirements of MSMEs. I would
like to extend our sincere thanks to
all the bank’s customers for their
confidence in the services and fa-
cilities provided by Bank Muscat.
The bank will continue to organise
such events to provide the best op-
tions for customers.”

In her opening speech on this
occasion, Raya Habib Al Shukaili,
Senior Regional Manager, Bank
Muscat said: “The current phase
requires all of us to work hand in
hand to enhance the role of this
important sector and invest in the
development of various services
that will provide incentives, ben-
efits and facilities for entrepre-
neurs. I take this opportunity to
extend my appreciation to all the
attendees for their participation
in the success of today’s seminar.
Iwish all success to entrepreneurs
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in the development of their own
respective businesses.”

Bank Muscat’s Najahi has re-
ceived excellent customer praise
for the financial services and fa-
cilities it provides as it enables

MSMEs to develop and expand
their businesses in line with the
development goals of the Sultan-
ate to contribute to diversifying
income sources and supporting
Omani youth. Najahi was designed

to meet the requirements of entre-
preneurs and MSMEs by provid-
ing the necessary support during
their initial stages. It offers a range
of benefits like POS devices, debit
and credit cards, online bank-

ing services and collateral-free
financial facilities. Bank Muscat
is proud of all the positive results
achieved by the programme and
the high demand it receives from
institutions and entrepreneurs to

benefit from these facilities. Busi-
ness projects supported by Najahi
represent a range of sectors in-
cluding retail, hospitality, indus-
try, tourism, mining and agricul-
ture sectors.

Danube Home: Your go-to destination for world-class tiles
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MUSCAT: Danube Home, the re-
gion’s leading home improvement
and furniture retailer recently
added a new collection of tiling so-
lutions to cater to the growing de-
mand for superior quality tiles in
the region. As a special introducto-
ry offer, Danube Home is running
a Tiles Festival during which cus-
tomers can avail the lowest prices
ever on the tiles of one’s choice.
Danube Home has always held
the title of the one-stop-shopping
destination for all home needs with
an exhaustive selection of over
50,000 products across a host of
categories like indoor and outdoor
furniture, furnishing, décor, floor-
ing, curtains, carpets and rugs, sani-

tary ware, and so much more.

The brand is re-establishing it-
self as the one-stop-shopping des-
tination for tiles with over 1000
designs, surfaces, textures, pat-
terns and formats of tiles all avail-
able in Danube Home showrooms
across the GCC.

“Danube Home takes pride in
the fact that we have a stellar se-
lection of Milano tiles that are of
the best quality and finish. Each
and every tile we sell goes through
a stringent 36-point quality check
at our own Milano Quality Check
lab in Dubai to ensure that our
customers are getting the best
product at the best prices. We are
the only distributor in the GCC to

have such a facility. Our Milano
iSlabz is the largest manmade tile
and is one of our bestsellers due
to the seamless luxurious finish
it imparts to a space. Our iSlabz
tiles brings the latest innovations
in surfaces be it the dry granula ef-
fects, metallic surface effects, etc.
“We have tiles available in sev-
eral sizes, designs, textures, and
patterns to suit the walls, the floors
and every area in your home, even
your swimming pool,” said Venkat,
Executive Vice President Business
Development, Danube group.
“When you walk into a Danube
Home showroom to purchase
tiles, you are greeted by friendly,
helpful staff. Danube Home also

offers free interior designing ser-
vice which means you get to see
a 3D render of how the tiles you
choose will look in your home be-
fore buying,” he added.

The Milano tiles collection is
sourced from Italy, Spain, and In-
dia and are available at the best
price points in the market. The
brand has a huge stock of tiles at
different price points; from the
Milano iSlabz, to premium kitch-
enstone tiles and even tiles that
look like wood.

Danube Home also provides free
speedy delivery and installation
supervision for larger tile formats
making shopping for tiles at Dan-
ube Home a hassle-free experience.

=

maiakdline -%,

ph9.11%9.5

Alkaline lonized Drinking Water

[# OmanDasis & 0manOasisOfficial

¥ OmanOasiswWater

zy |l B
:ff Ut

HYDRATE SMARTLY

cman

OASI

@ Ultra-hydrating

@ Revitalizing
(¥) Energizing

alel

@) Hecagg

TR e 1 HAAT



g—igl [yl—ail i Choose your favourite
CHANGANAUTO  Changan model today!

Easy to own with low monthly installments.

2023MY ©

for 6 years

CS85

2.0L Turbo Engine, 224 hp,
8-speed AT

EMI

CS75

2.0L Turbo Engine, 224 hp,
8-speed AT

for 6 years

CS35 "PLUS

for 6 years

1.4L Turbo Engine,
156 hp, 7-speed DCT
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for 6 years

1.4L Turbo Engine,
155 hp, 7-speed DCT

EMI

for 6 years

EADO

1.6L Turbo Engine,
126 hp, CVT

(KNOW MORE)

*Easy Monthly Installment is calculated based on 20% down payment, for &6 years loan tenure. Subject to credit approvals from banks only. Applicable on vehicles purchased for
personal use. Images shown are for illustrative purpose only. Specification may vary as per the model variant. To know more, please visit the Changan Showroom.

Arabian Gulf Automobiles | >howroom tocations: @ eninainsrnigen
. @] Al Qurum 9464 1010, Al Mawaleh 9788 8180, Sohar 9535 1200 _
and EqUIpment LLC “ @ changanoman
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C.R. No: 1232361
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Celebrate thls Eld W|th

Offer includes:

Insurance
'/A\]

(Oman & UAE) +
Charges Registration

2 Years / 5 Years
40,000 Kms Unlimited Mileage
Service Warranty

Quality Window
Tinting

Vehicles shown are for illustrative purposes only.

Offer is valid from 11.06.23 to 10.08.23
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