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The Ministry of Commerce, In-
dustry and Investment Promotion
has stated that laboratory tests
conducted on samples collected
from filling stations have shown
that fuel available in the country
conforms to applicable stan-
dards. 

The ministry’s statement,
however, has not satisfied many
individuals who continue to com-
plain about the quality of fuel. 

Twitterati Muhammad al
Zahranit said, “There are hun-
dreds of citizens who have com-
plained about the bad quality of
fuel. I hope there is a neutral body
to examine the quality.”

Another Twitterati, Rashed al
Saidi, asked, “Why is there a con-
sensus among citizens that fuel is
of poor quality? Why was the an-
nouncement of results of sam-
ples taken last August delayed?”

Continuing a litany of ques-
tions, he asked, “For the sake of
transparency and for the benefit
of the public, can the ministry
publish the results of the samples
that were examined?”

Ibrahim al Mujaini tweeted

that following the statement, car
distributors in the sultanate
should check the quality of fuel in
order to protect themselves from
customer complaints about low
mileage. 

In its statement, the Ministry
of Commerce, Industry and In-
vestment Promotion said, ‘We
followed with great interest what
is being circulated on the issue of
fuel quality. A joint meeting was
held with the authorities con-
cerned - the Ministry of Energy
and Minerals, the Consumer Pro-
tection Authority and OQ Group.
The ministry and OQ Group con-
ducted tests separately in reliable
independent laboratories on
more than 90 samples taken
from 45 filling stations from
across Oman. The results
showed that the fuel conformed
to the applicable standards.’ 
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Members of Oman Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (OCCI)
in Dhahirah have appealed to the
Ministry of Transport, Commu-
nications and Information Tech-
nology (MTCIT) to revoke a
decision to stop the movement
of heavy trucks on the Sohar-
Yanqul road.

On Tuesday, MTCIT issued a
decision banning the movement
of trucks exceeding seven tonnes
on the road starting November 1.

On Wednesday, the Board of
Directors of OCCI in Dhahirah
held its fifth meeting of the year
under Saif bin Saeed al Badi,
chairman of the chamber’s
branch in the governorate. 

According to an official of
OCCI Dhahirah, “members said
the decision will have a negative
impact on the land transport and

logistics sector, and movement
of goods between Dhahirah and
North Batinah. It will lead to an
increase in transportation cost
and time for goods to reach the
destination”.

Members of the chamber also
stressed that alternative routes
cannot accommodate the move-
ment of trucks and will cause
traffic congestion on those roads. 

“The current road is one of the
main links between the Dhahirah
and the port of Sohar. Addition-
ally, Dhahirah will soon witness
the opening of a border crossing
with Saudi Arabia, which will af-
fect transportation of goods,” the
OCCI Dhahirah official said.  

Residents of the Dhahirah are
also demanding renovation of
the current road to keep pace
with the volume of traffic follow-
ing commencement of construc-
tion work in Phase 1 of Ibri
Industrial City. 

Indian expats relieved as
Covaxin gets approval 

OCCI call to revoke 
ban on trucks on
Sohar-Yanqul road 

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Indian residents of Oman who re-
ceived Covaxin vaccine against
COVID-19 can now come to
Oman without the requirement
of institutional quarantine. 

In a statement issued by the
Embassy of India in Muscat on
Wednesday, it announced that
Oman has added Covaxin to the
approved list of COVID-19 vac-
cines for travel to Oman.

Many Indians who received
the Bharat Biotech-developed
vaccine were eagerly awaiting
approval of Covaxin in order to
return to Oman. 

‘Embassy of India, Muscat, is
pleased to inform that the Gov-
ernment of the Sultanate of
Oman has added Covaxin to the
approved list of COVID-19 vac-
cines for travel to Oman. The Civil
Aviation Authority issued a noti-
fication on October 27 regarding
this,’ the embassy stated. 

‘All passengers from India who
have received two doses of Cov-
axin at least 14 days before the
arrival date will now be able to
travel to Oman without the re-
quirement of quarantine. All

other COVID-19 related require-
ments/conditions, such as pre-
arrival RT-PCR test, will be
applicable for such passengers.’

According to the embassy,
this development will signifi-
cantly ease travel to Oman for In-

dian nationals vaccinated with
Covaxin. Prior to the approval,
passengers vaccinated with As-
traZeneca/Covishield were per-
mitted to travel to Oman without
quarantine.

According to P M Jabir, com-

munity welfare secretary of In-
dian Social Club, every Indian res-
ident is overjoyed with the news.
“I have been receiving messages
since afternoon from people ex-
pressing their joy. I had asked the
outgoing Indian ambassador to
use diplomatic channels to re-
solve the issue.”

Thanking the sultanate for the
move, Jabir said, “The vaccine is
an Indian made one and by ap-
proving it, Oman has upheld the
friendly relationship once again.” 

Covishield and Covaxin have

almost the same uptake in India.
In June, the Indian government
stated that 1.35bn doses of vac-
cines will become available be-
tween August and December,
including 500mn doses of Cov-
ishield and 400mn doses of Co-
vaxin.

Expressing relief, Ruwi resi-
dent Madhusri Das said the deci-
sion has ended mental agony of
parents like her. When travel re-
strictions were eased starting
September 1, she was able to re-
turn to Oman after being stuck in
India for five months, but not her
college-going son. “He was vac-
cinated with Covaxin, so he
couldn’t accompany me when I
returned. It was a long and des-
perate wait for the approval,” she
said. 

The decision will also end
long-running manpower issues of
several companies.  Baboo
Joseph recently recruited a per-
son from India who could not
travel to Oman because he was
vaccinated with Covaxin. “I am
happy that the Indian Embassy
and Indian Social Club took up
the matter with the government
and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for a solution.” 

Ministry says 
no issue with
fuel quality

HM greeTs 
CzeCH PresIDenT
Muscat - His Majesty
sultan Haitham bin Tarik
has sent a cable of
greetings to President
Milos zeman of the Czech
republic on his country’s
national Day. 

In the cable, His
Majesty expressed his
sincere sentiments and
best wishes to President
zeman and the friendly
people of his country.

BroTHer kIlls
Two sIsTers In
kHasaB
Muscat - Two girls were
stabbed to death by their
15-year-old brother in
khasab, Musandam
governorate, according to
royal oman Police.

The roP said in a
statement, ‘The children’s
mother was also seriously
injured but is in stable
condition. The case is
under further
investigation.’
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‘All passengers from India who have re-
ceived two doses of Covaxin at least 14
days before the arrival date will now be
able to travel to Oman without the
requirement of quarantine’

Ashok Purohit
Muscat

Dressed in mussar, dishdasha
and pantaloon, with a hizaam
wrapped around the waist,
Omani riders galloping at top
speed in traditional equestrian
races in the sultanate are com-
mon sight. 

Come this December, how-
ever, the Muscat-based Interna-
tional Tent Pegging Federation
(ITPF) will launch the inaugural
International Tent Pegging Tradi-
tional Championship, where
Omani riders in their traditional
attire will compete for medals
and glory alongside competitors
from 19 countries in their own

traditional attire.
The championship, a unique

way to promote the sport, was
officially announced on Wednes-
day as the day also marked the
International Day of Tent Pegging
and to coincide with the forma-
tion of ITPF on October 27, 2013.

Adding to the novelty of the
first championship of its kind in
the world is ITPF’s decision to or-
ganise it in Duqm, from Decem-
ber 2 to 4. Giving further details,
ITPF chairman Mohammed Issa
al Fairuz said that the champi-
onship will also be a platform to
promote sports tourism in the
sultanate. 

Organised in coordination
with Oman Equestrian Federa-

tion, Fairuz told Muscat Daily that
“such races are often held in tra-
ditional dress and the idea is to
promote the sport among mass-
es in various parts of the world”.

“ITPF believes that new ven-
ues should be explored to popu-
larise the game extensively. In the
past, we organised an all-women
championship, a beach tent-peg-
ging event, a tournament for rid-
ers from universities and a
military championship.

“While travelling in different
parts of the world, I witnessed
that riders love to compete in
their traditional gear, which also
shows their love for their culture
and tradition. 

“In Oman, too, we have riders

competing in dishdashas. So the
ITPF board decided to organise a
championship in traditional dress
but with a common set of rules
and regulations for all the 40
member nations.”

ITPF capitalised on Oman's
huge potential as a sports
tourism destination by organising
the international beach tent peg-
ging championship in Masirah
(2017), and the all-women inter-
national event in Musandam
(2018) after successfully hosting
the inaugural World Cup in Mus-
cat in 2014.

Fairuz said, “Duqm is a city
that is growing fast and it has a
key role in Oman Vision 2040.” 

Continued on Page 02

International Tent Pegging Traditional Championship in Duqm

Stamp issued to commemorate Oman hosting T20 World Cup 
Muscat - Oman Post, under the
patronage of H H Sayyid
Theyazin bin Haitham bin Tarik
al Said, Minister of Culture,
Sports and Youth, has issued a
new stamp commemorating
the sultanate hosting its first
ICC cricket event this month.

According to a press state-
ment issued by Oman Post, the
stamp was issued in collabora-
tion with Oman Cricket for
hosting the ICC Men's T20
World Cup 2021. 

The historic event marked
the sultanate’s rise in cricket on

and off the field after hosting
the opening match and launch-
ing T20 World Cup 2021 at the
Oman Cricket Academy
Ground in Amerat. 

The special stamp valued at
RO1 features an image of a
cricket player swinging his bat,

as well as the logos of the tour-
nament and Oman Cricket. 

'In addition, the stamp’s
sheet features images of the
hosting ground of Oman
Cricket Academy, alongside
Oman’s flag and those of the
participating nations'. 

(Supplied photo)

(Supplied photo)
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Muscat - Al Sharqiya Aviation
(ASA), the first and only com-
mercial helicopter service
provider in the sultanate, has
received the first five-bladed
H145 chopper for Helicopter
Emergency Medical Services
(HEMS) missions. 

According to Airbus Helicop-
ters, which has delivered the
whirlybird to Milestone Avia-
tion and ASA, it is the first five-
bladed H145 in the Middle East. 

With the new helicopter
added to its fleet, ASA will fur-
ther expand its services provid-
ing reliable onshore and
offshore passenger transport
and emergency medical serv-
ices throughout the country.

“ASA is very proud to be the
first operator of the five-bladed
H145 variant in the Middle East.

The on-time arrival of the heli-
copter was critical to deliver for
our customers and we thank
Airbus and Milestone for their
support,” said Tariq al Barwani,
CEO of ASA.

“We are extremely grateful
for the confidence that ASA
showed in the Milestone team,
and for the hard work by the

Airbus team to ensure the
timely delivery of the aircraft,”
said Claire Brugirard, vice pres-
ident commercial for Africa &
Middle East at Milestone.

“We wish ASA all the suc-
cess with this brand new five-
bladed H145 and look forward
to continuing to work closely
with them in the future,” she
added.

“We’re honoured that the
H145 will enter into service for
HEMS missions in Oman soon,”
said Axel Humpert, head of the
H145 programme at Airbus
Helicopters. 

“Especially the excellent hot
& high performance and in-
creased useful load the new
five-bladed version offers
makes it the perfect choice for
those missions in the Middle

East.” 
The new version of Airbus’

best-selling H145 light twin-en-
gine helicopter was unveiled at
Heli-Expo 2019 in Atlanta in
March. This latest upgrade
adds a new, innovative five-
bladed rotor to the multi-mis-
sion H145, increasing the useful
load of the helicopter by 150kg. 

The simplicity of the new
bearingless main rotor design
will also ease maintenance op-
erations, further improving the
benchmark serviceability and
reliability of the H145, while im-
proving ride comfort for both
passengers and crew. 

The helicopter’s high-
mounted tail boom and wide
opening clamshell doors facili-
tate access to the H145’s spa-
cious cabin. 

ASA gets first five-bladed H145 helicopter

Continued from Page 01
“We will have two riders each
from 20 countries, including
Oman, competing on 40 horses
to be arranged locally in cooper-
ation with Royal Cavalry and
other cavalry units.” 

Salim al Balushi, assistant
secretary general of ITPF, in-
formed that a National Tent Peg-
ging Traditional Championship
with 12 teams will precede the
event from November 30 to De-
cember 1.

The championship will fea-
ture lance, sword, ring and peg
events for individuals, pairs and
teams.

“The idea of holding a team
event comprising four riders

from different nationalities will
help the riders build friendship
and team spirit,” Fairuz said.

He also revealed that ITPF has
invited a total of 500 youth, in-
cluding 4x4 drivers, bikers and
caravan owners, to the event
with all cost of their travel and
stay to be borne by it. 

@ashokmuscat

Our Correspondent
Muscat

In commemoration of Oman
Tree Day - observed on October
31 every year - more than 60 vol-
unteers are coming together to
plant more than 300 seedlings of
wild trees in Adam, Dakhliyah
governorate, in cooperation with
Adam Municipality and Omani
Sidr Association.

Abdullah al Mahrouqi, a
member of Omani Sidr Associa-
tion, said the plantation drive will
commence on Friday. “Volun-
teers will plant a variety of
seedlings, including indigenous
species like sidr and ghaf,” he
told Muscat Daily. 

On October 19, the associa-

tion organised an event to plant
400 wild trees in cooperation
with Al Bashaer Club and Adam
Municipality. Mahrouqi informed

that the association will continue
to launch similar initiatives to
plant maximum number of wild
trees possible in various gover-

norates of the sultanate.
Founded in 2017, Omani Sidr

Association has over 300 mem-
bers in various wilayats who
have distributed 1mn seeds and
planted 30,000 saplings of wild
trees. “The association aims to
support afforestation, protect in-
digenous species of trees and es-
tablish nurseries to grow wild
tree saplings,” Mahrouqi said. 

The association raises aware-
ness on recycling domestic
wastewater for use in agriculture. 

“We cooperate with govern-
ment entities such as Environ-
ment Authority, the National
Field Research Centre for Envi-
ronmental Conservation at the
Diwan of Royal Court, and Haya
Water to plant saplings. I urge

Omani youth to join us and par-
ticipate in initiatives to increase
green coverage in Oman. We are
supporting the Environment Au-
thority’s efforts in completing its
project to plant 10mn wild trees,”
Mahrouqi said.

On the occasion of Oman
Tree Day, Dhofar Municipality
will distribute seedlings among
citizens and residents wishing to
plant these from October 31 to
November 4. 

‘Dhofar Municipality, repre-
sented by the Department of
Gardens and Afforestation, an-
nounces the distribution of
seedlings at the municipal nurs-
ery in the wilayat of Salalah be-
tween 8am and 12pm on
November 2,’ a statement said.

Volunteers to plant wild seedlings on Tree Day

Muscat - The Ministry of Health
(MoH) has announced opening
of a special vaccination camp at
Sablat Muttrah for expats for
three days from Thursday.

‘We would like to inform you
that the vaccination campaign

for expatriates in the Gover-
norate of Muscat is ongoing and
Sablat Muttrah will be opened
from Thursday for a period of
three days,’ said a statement.

One has to register either
through the Tarassud Plus app or

at http://Covid19.moh.gov.om/
for an appointment, it said.

A nationwide vaccination
campaign helped in drastically
bringing down the caseload and
number of related deaths in the
sultanate.

Vaccination camp for expats at Sablat Muttrah

International Tent Pegging 
Traditional Championship

Mohammed Issa al Fairuz

ASA is very 
proud to be the
first operator of
the five-bladed
H145 variant in
the Middle East
TARIQ AL BARWANI
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The Ministry of Housing and
Urban Planning and Dar al Atta’a
Association have signed an
agreement to build 35 housing
units for citizens whose homes
were damaged by cyclone Sha-
heen in North Batinah gover-
norate.

According to the agreement,
Dar al Atta’a will build these
housing units equipped with fa-
cilities in the Sana’a Bani Ghafer
area of the wilayat of Khabourah,
North Batinah governorate. 

The ministry will provide suit-
able land, prepare house design,
and facilitate and supervise con-
struction away from wadis to
avoid impact of future natural
disasters.

Construction of the houses is
part of an initiative of the Min-
istry of Housing and Urban Plan-
ning to build 328 housing units
for citizens whose homes have
been affected by Shaheen.

Pact signed to build 35 houses
affected by cyclone Shaheen

free CLASSIfIeD
LIStIng 

Muscat Daily now offers free classified listings for individuals in the following categories:
Situations Wanted/Accommodation Wanted or Available/Sale of Household Items/ Car for Sale or
Wanted/Matrimonial Alliances (Word limit is 35) 
Please email your listing to dailyclassifieds@apexmedia.co.om or call 99104346

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman on Wednesday entered
the group of countries involved in
making satellite components
after International Emerging
Technology Company (ETCO)
and Italian company D-Orbit
signed a memorandum of under-
standing to manufacture satellite
parts in the sultanate.

The pact was signed on the
sidelines of the sultanate’s partic-
ipation in the International Space
Conference in Dubai.

The project - the first of its
kind in Oman - will see the estab-
lishment of a national base of
competencies for the space in-
dustry and greater investments in
the sector. The agreement stipu-
lated the establishment of a facil-
ity to manufacture parts for small
and medium satellites and space
logistics in Oman through knowl-
edge transfer from Italy and de-
velopment of Omani competen-
cies in a three-year plan.

Oman’s National Space Pro-

gram (NSP), which functions
under the Ministry of Transport,
Communications and Informa-
tion Technology, will be the main
force behind this project.

Dr Saud bin Humaid al Shuaili,
head of NSP, said that the min-
istry supports such projects due
to “the space sector’s role in de-
veloping technical knowhow and
innovations, besides fulfilling the
objectives of Oman Vision 2040
in creating a competitive, diversi-
fied and integrated economy”.
This effective partnership be-
tween the public and private sec-
tors, Shuaili said “creates a

competitive business environ-
ment that attracts investment in
the space sector”. 

Eng Ammar al Rawahi, direc-
tor general of the Space Tech-
nologies Sector at ETCO, lauded
this partnership with D-Orbit,
which he said would contribute to
covering part of the market need
in the region for medium and
small satellites and finding auxil-
iary manufacturing lines for asso-
ciated space technologies. 

“Oman’s main gain from this
partnership will be qualified na-
tional competencies,” Rawahi
added.

Oman enters the circuit
of space industries

(Supplied photo)

(Supplied photo)
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The first hybrid edition of the
ABLF Talks saw a lively discus-
sion among top Asian leaders on
the role of technology in defining
a new post-pandemic era as well
as the crucial measures required
to overcome climate change
challenges. The event was held
at the Dubai Cares Pavilion at
Expo 2020 Dubai and was part
of the 15th edition of the ABLF
Series, a press release said. 

Held under the patronage of H
H Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak al
Nahayan, cabinet member and
Minister of Tolerance and Coex-
istence, UAE, the ABLF Talks de-
buted at the Expo 2020 Dubai
after nearly 12 months of virtual
discussions between global lead-
ers held as part of the ABLF Talks
Virtual Conclaves at the cutting-
edge online venue ABLF City. 

The session opened with
Olivier Crespin, CEO and co-
founder of Zand, the first digital
bank in the world to provide 
retail and corporate banking,
talking about the importance of
financial literacy. “Financial edu-
cation leads to financial literacy
which results in financial inclu-
sion,” he said, adding that with
constant change in customer’s
demands it was crucial for
brands to meet their needs. 

Maaz Sheikh, CEO and co-
founder of STARZPLAY, speak-
ing about the success of the
streaming service that has cap-

tured the imagination of the Mid-
dle East OTT users with its inno-
vative programming, distribution
and partnerships, said, “The shift
from broadcast to streaming
accelerated during the pan-
demic. We had more growth in
three weeks of April 2020 than
in six years before that.”

He added that STARZPLay
will now focus more on cricket
and other sporting events espe-
cially after the success of the
India-Pakistan T20 cricket match
that saw record number of
sports lovers logging in. 

The most talked-about ses-
sion was the discussion on cli-
mate change, biodiversity and
education that followed. Com-
prising a stellar panel that in-
cluded  Dr Theresa Mundita S
Lim, executive director, ASEAN
Centre for Biodiversity (ACB);
Major Ali Saqr Sultan al Suwaidi,
president, Emirates Marine Envi-
ronmental Group (EMEG),
Sheikh Majid Sultan al Qassimi,
founding partner, SOMA
MATER, UAE and  Dr Tiffany
Delport, co-founder of the Possi-
bilities Project: Eco Edition, the
discourse ranged around a num-
ber of issues.

“Oceans don’t separate us,
they connect us,” said Dr
Theresa  as she listed the meas-
ures taken by ACB to bring Asian
countries together to work on
joint initiatives to combat climate

change.
Dr Delport, who is the ambas-

sador for the One BIllion Tree Ini-
tiative, emphasised the role of
education and partnerships in
creating awareness. “How we
create long-lasting partnerships
engaging our youth is one of our
concerns,” she said.

Sheikh Qassimi pointed to the
role of the private sector in envi-
ronment, education and conser-
vation. An expert in the arena of
food technology, sustainable
agriculture and biodiversity in
the Arab world, Sheikh Qassimi
said, “At some point, businesses
have to make a choice and pay
attention to the impact of what
they do on the environment.”

Major Ali, widely regarded as
‘The UAE’s last pearl diver’ re-
galed the audiences with his in-
credible stories about the UAE’s
rich culture or preservation and
biodiversity. As one of the fore-
most environmental activists and
conservation experts in the UAE,
Major Ali’s views on education
and involving the youth was the
highlight of the session. 

Dr Tariq Al Gurg, commis-
sioner general for the Dubai
Cares Pavilion at Expo 2020
Dubai and CEO of Dubai Cares,
said that Dubai Cares’ associa-
tion with the ABLF Talks comes
as part of their belief in support-
ing conversations that promote
the idea of responsibility.”

ABLF Conclave delves on
climate change challenges 

Bank Nizwa has been recognised
for its efforts towards enhancing
the skills of its employees as well
as helping them achieve their
personal development goals. 

While Bank Nizwa recently
won the coveted title of the Best
Employer Brand Award at the
16th Employer Branding Awards,
the bank’s head of HR, Haifa al
Lawati also won the Exemplary
Leader Award in the same event.
Continuing its untiring efforts to-
wards enhancing the talents and
capabilities of its workforce, the
bank announced its Leadership
Development Programme, a
press release said.

In line with the bank's strat-
egy to develop its middle man-
agement employees, the
programme is yet another inno-
vative initiative geared at high-
potential employees who have
shown continued dedication to-
wards achieving their organisa-
tional goals, proven their
capabilities and demonstrated
the right attitude at the work-
place.

Haifa said, “We believe that
nurturing talents is vital to
achieving long-term success.
Through ongoing training ses-
sions, workshops and seminars,
Bank Nizwa has taken various
initiatives to ensure that its em-
ployees have the scope to con-
stantly enhance their
professional and interpersonal
skills. We take great pride in the
achievements of our employees
and ensure that their efforts get

due recognition even on interna-
tional platforms.” “The Leader-
ship Development Programme
is a testament to our ongoing ef-
forts towards encouraging our
high-potential employees to
lead the way for change in the
future. Aimed at fostering a
learning environment at the
workplace, this programme will
also instill healthy competition
and further motivate our em-
ployees to assume leadership
roles. 

Oman has a talented work-
force of aspiring, enthusiastic

and skilled youth and Bank
Nizwa will continue to take ef-
forts to tap into their potential
and create a new generation of
talents that will propel the coun-
try to new heights,” she added.

Geared at elevating high-po-
tential employees and closing
the gap between them and the
executive management team,
the programme aims to provide
learning opportunities to those
who have demonstrated the po-
tential to succeed in leadership
positions in the bank. 

To ensure transparency in

the selection procedures, all
employees are assessed by a
third-party consultant. 

To commence the pro-
gramme, a group of twelve em-
ployees was selected and
inducted into the programme.
The group went through an ex-
tensive course that started from
business simulation, after which
they received training on ten dif-
ferent leadership modules. 

Finally, they were tasked with
real-life projects that were then
presented to the executive team
of Bank Nizwa.

Bank Nizwa announces its Leadership
Development Programme for managers

Malabar Gold & Diamonds, the
leading global jewellery retailer
with over 260 retail outlets
across 10 countries, has
launched its 18th store in Oman.
The grand showroom was 
virtually inaugurated by MP
Ahamed, chairman, Malabar
Group, on October 27 the virtual
presence of Khamis Thani Thu-
nai al Mandhari, director for
Oman, Malabar Gold & Dia-
monds, Dr P A Ibrahim Haji, co-
chairman, Malabar Group, Abdul
Salam KP, vice chairman, Mal-
abar Group, Shamlal Ahamed,
managing director – International
Operations, Malabar Gold & 

Diamonds, Asher O, managing
director – India Operations, Mal-
abar Gold & Diamonds, Najeeb
K, regional head, Oman, man-
agement team members and
others.

The new showroom inside
Lulu Souk, Ruwi, Muscat is deter-
mined to cater to the increasing
footfall and demand for the
brand. 

The brand also has other
stores located across key loca-
tions in Oman namely Sohar,
Muscat and Salalah, a press re-
lease said. 

The brand-new outlet unveils
a large collection of traditional as

well as contemporary designer
jewellery collections that will
leave customers spell-bound
with their awe-inspiring beauty
and classic designs. 

Malabar Gold and Diamonds,
through its’ Brides of India cam-
paigns, has strengthened its po-
sition as a wedding jeweller of
repute. 

The store will offer unique 
and Bespoke bridal jewellery 
solutions to celebrate the brides
who choose to make the big day
all about her, with varied collec-
tions that cater to varied sensi-
bilities of new-age brides across
regions.

Malabar Gold & Diamonds 
inaugurates 18th showroom
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Dhofar Automotive recently cel-
ebrated the reveal of the All-New
Jeep Grand Cherokee L as part of
a special ceremony to launch the
new model in the Middle East re-
gion. 

The Jeep brand marks 80
years of 4x4 leadership with the
rebirth of an American SUV icon
–blending off-road capability
with premium on-road driving
experience, which, for the first
time in the vehicle’s history, in-
cludes a third row of seating, a
press release said. 

The newest iteration is de-
signed and engineered to deliver
an unmatched combination of
even more  legendary 4x4 capa-
bility, superior on-road refine-
ment, premium styling, and
impressive craftsmanship inside
and out, along with a host of ad-
vanced safety and technology
features.

Mohammad Yahya al Farei,
COO, Zubair Automotive Group,
said, “Since its first launch thirty
years ago, the Jeep Grand
Cherokee has been one of the
most preferred vehicles in Oman
and this SUV continues to be the
best-selling SUV in the range of
models we offer. The great thing
about the new model is that it is
designed based on a survey of
Jeep customers around the
world, and thus meets the de-
sires and needs of our most loyal
customers.

“The  Jeep Grand Cherokee
has been crafted to deliver leg-
endary Jeep 4x4 off-road capa-
bility blended with superior

on-road manners, and many ad-
vanced technology and safety
features, while also extending to
accommodate a third row of
seating to meet the growing
needs of our Jeep
customers  who have asked for
more space and functionality.”

Hatem el Naggar, general
manager at Dhofar Automotive,

said, “The launch of the Grand
Cherokee L will undoubtedly
contribute to enhancing the
presence of the Jeep brand in the
local market, as it will play an im-
portant role in meeting our am-
bitions to occupy the first place
in this category with a model that
perfectly combines practicality
and luxury. We look forward to

seeing this unique icon on the
roads of the Sultanate in the next
few days”.

The average price for the all-
new Jeep Grand Cherokee L
ranges between US$40,000 and
$70,000 pre-VAT, with a wide
lineup that includes V6/V8 en-
gines and 4 trims including pre-
mium and luxury versions.

Dhofar Automotive launches all-new
Jeep Grand Cherokee L in sultanate

In its quest to ensure a healthy
working environment, Ooredoo
has successfully concluded an
air quality test at its head office
in Bausher. 
Conducted by Point B, an Omani
SME that specialises in environ-
mental services and solutions,
the facility’s indoor air quality
was measured through a num-
ber of indicators including

temperature, airflow, and pollu-
tants, in compliance with inter-
national and local environmental
standards. 
“The wellbeing of our employees
is always at the top of our
agenda and particularly since
our transition back to the office
after working from home, we
have undertaken several meas-
ures to ensure that our work en-

vironment is as safe and healthy
as possible,” said Amaal al
Lawati, Chief People Officer at
Ooredoo. “We know that having
breathable air leads to a higher
quality of life, lower risk of respi-
ratory illnesses, and reduced risk
of chronic conditions, and so by
conducting this assessment we
are able to ensure our air re-
mains at peak quality.”

Ooredoo tests air quality at HO

The new Jeep Grand Cherokee offers 4x4 capability, best-in-class safety, and advanced technology features
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Muscat Daily now offers free classified list-
ings for individuals in the following cate-
gories:Situations Wanted/Accommodation
Wanted or Available/Sale of Household
Items/ Car for Sale or Wanted/Matrimonial
Alliances (Word limit is 35) 
Please email your listing to dailyclassi-
fieds@apexmedia.co.om or call 99104346

Istanbul, Turkey - Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan said
he expects to meet his US coun-
terpart Joe Biden on the margins
of the COP26 climate confer-
ence in Glasgow, Turkish media
reported on Wednesday.

Erdogan’s comments to re-
porters on board his return flight
from a trip to Azerbaijan came
after the White House released
Biden’s schedule at this week-
end’s G20 summit in Rome that
included no meeting with the
Turkish leader.

“The agenda for Rome and
Glasgow appears to have
changed,” Erdogan was quoted
as saying.

“We are likely to meet in
Glasgow instead of Rome."

The COP26 UN climate con-
ference opens in the Scottish city
on Sunday and runs to Novem-
ber 12. 

The meeting, which would be
the two leaders’ second since
Biden was elected president,
comes with Turkey seeking com-
pensation after Washington
kicked Turkey out of its F-35
fighter jet programme for buying
a Russian missile defence sys-
tem. 

The meeting would also come
on the heels of a new diplomatic
spat that saw Erdogan threaten

to expel the US and nine other
Western ambassadors over their
support for a jailed Turkish civil
society leader.

Erdogan, who accused the en-
voys of meddling in Turkey’s af-
fairs, walked backed the threat
after the embassies issued state-
ments pledging to stay out of
Turkey's domestic affairs.

The Turkish President has had
a rocky relationship with Biden,
who he last met on the sidelines
of a NATO summit in Brussels in
June.

Turkey's 2019 purchase of a
Russian S-400 defence air sys-
tem has been an irritant on ties,
which saw Washington block
Ankara's plans to purchase

about 100 next-generation US F-
35 planes.

Erdogan has insisted on com-
pensation, saying Washington
could pay back at least part of
the US$1.4bn advance payment
Turkey made for the F-35s
through the delivery of older-
generation F-16 fighter jets. 

The F-35 issue will be the

most important topic in his
meeting with Biden, Erdogan
said, adding that he would have
a chance to directly confirm if
Washington was willing to re-
turn the money through F-16
deliveries.

If so, he said, “we will have
worked out an agreement.”
AFP

Turkish President says ‘likely’
to meet Joe Biden in Glasgow

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan (left) and US President Joe Biden (AFP)

London, UK - The UK govern-
ment largely wasted a mammoth
£37bn on a test and trace pro-
gramme that failed to control the
spread of COVID-19 last year, a
report by lawmakers said on
Wednesday.

The government and its inex-
perienced head for the pro-
gramme, Dido Harding, displayed
‘gung-ho confidence’, the chair of
the House of Commons public
accounts committee said.

“But in the end it massively
over-promised for what it deliv-
ered and it was eye-watering
sums of money,” Meg Hillier, of
the opposition Labour party, told
BBC radio. 

“That is one of the biggest
concerns - it is almost as if the
taxpayer was an ATM machine.
That lack of regard for taxpayer

funding is a real concern for us as
a committee,” she said.

When the pandemic erupted
early last year, Britain tried to
build from scratch a mass pro-
gramme to test for new cases
and trace infected people.

But its caseload soon ex-
ploded and the country now has
the second-highest death toll in
Europe, behind Russia.

The MPs’ report said Harding
and the government had relied
too much on expensive outside
contractors instead of existing
networks in the state-run Na-
tional Health Service.

Uptake of services offered by
the programme was ‘variable’
and ‘only a minority of people ex-
periencing COVID-19 symptoms
get a test’, the report said.
AFP

UK MPs’ report 
slams failure of 
COVID-19 tracing

This file photo shows British Prime Minister Boris Johnson (centre)

greeting a boy at a vaccination centre, in London on October 22 (AFP)

Jerusalem - Israel has cancelled
a cultural festival at a French-
protected site in annexed east
Jerusalem, claiming it was spon-
sored by the Palestinian Author-
ity without Israeli permission,
which organisers denied on
Wednesday. 

The scheduled three-day fes-
tival at the Abraham’s House for
religious pilgrims, with perform-
ances by Palestinian arts groups,
was supported by the United Na-
tions Development Programme,
Finland and Austria. 

Abraham’s House manager
Bernard Thibaud told AFP that
performances had already begun
for children on Tuesday when
police arrived and shut it down,
adding that he was ‘shocked and
ashamed’ by the cancelation. 

The French consul general in
Jerusalem as well as the con-
sulate’s religious affairs advisor

had also already visited the fes-
tival, diplomatic sources said. 

In the cancellation order, Is-
rael’s Minister of Public Security
Omer Barlev wrote the event
was being held ‘with sponsorship
and funding of the Palestinian
Authority, and this is without
written permission’.

Police who came to the venue
wore plain clothes and travelled
in unmarked cars, sources said. 

Abraham’s House is managed
by a religious charity, Secours
Catholique-Caritas France. It is
under the protection of the
French Consulate in Jerusalem,
similar to the Church of Sainte-
Anne in the Old City.  

“The purpose is to bring a little
joy and leisure to kids and adults
of these surroundings who are
experiencing lots of poverty and
violence,” Thibaud said. 
AFP

Israel scraps festival
at France-linked site
over ‘funding’ row

The scheduled three-day festival at the Abraham’s House had the

support of the UNDP, Finland and Austria
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London, US - The United States
on Wednesday appealed against
a British judge’s decision to block
the extradition of WikiLeaks
founder Julian Assange to face
charges that could jail the divi-
sive Australian for life.

At the start of a two-day hear-
ing in London, the US govern-
ment asked Britain’s High Court
to overturn a ruling in January
that Assange is a serious suicide
threat if sent across the Atlantic.

“We maintain that the district
judge was wrong to come to the
conclusion she did,” said James
Lewis, lawyer for the US govern-
ment.

The two senior judges sitting
on the High Court will deliver
their own ruling at a later date,
but the issue is likely to drag on
for longer still.

Outside the court in central
London, Assange’s partner Stella
Moris - with whom he has two
children - joined two dozen pro-
testers demanding his immedi-
ate release from London’s
high-security Belmarsh jail. 

“I’m very concerned for Ju-

lian’s health,” Moris told re-
porters, after visiting Assange in
the prison on Saturday. 

“He is very thin. And I hope
that the courts will end this
nightmare,” she said.

One demonstrator dressed in
black and a funereal veil held a

banner reading ‘RIP British Jus-
tice’. Another, 20 year old Ruby
Allen, said Assange was an inno-
cent defender of ‘press freedom’. 

“Extradition is a death sen-
tence basically. If he’s extradited
to America the conditions will be
so much worse,” she said.

Assange (50) is wanted in
Washington to face 18 charges
relating to the 2010 release by
WikiLeaks of 500,000 secret
files detailing aspects of military
campaigns in Afghanistan and
Iraq. He has been indicted for vi-
olating the US espionage act and

for hacking, based on the alleged
aid he gave former military intel-
ligence officer Chelsea Manning
in obtaining the documents from
secure computer systems.

If convicted in the US, he faces
a maximum sentence of 175
years in jail.

The US government has said
the judge who made the ruling in
January, Vanessa Baraitser, ‘did-
n’t appreciate the weight’ of ex-
pert evidence that said Assange
was not at risk of suicide.

Baraitser rejected US experts’
testimony that Assange would
be protected from self-harm,
noting that others such as dis-
graced US financier Jeffrey Ep-
stein had managed to kill
themselves in US custody. 

But the US lawyers have ar-
gued Baraitser was ‘misled’ in ev-
idence from Assange’s
psychiatric expert Michael
Kopelman, who they claim con-
cealed things such as that his
client had fathered children with
Moris while holed up in the
Ecuadorian embassy in London.
AFP

us challenges Julian assange
extradition block in uK court

Chinese artist Ai Weiwei takes part in a demonstration in support of WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange outside

the Royal Courts of Justice during an appeal hearing by the US government, in London on Wednesday (AFP)

Ecuadorans protEst ovEr Economic policiEs

Riot police block a street during clashes following a march of members of civil and social organisations, and students, against economic

measures imposed by the government, including fuel price hikes, amid a state of emergency, in Ecuador’s capital Quito on Tuesday (AFP)

Beijing, China - China insisted on
Wednesday that Taiwan had no
right to join the United Nations
(UN), after the US ratcheted up
tensions with a call for the dem-
ocratic island to have greater in-
volvement in the world body.

In a statement marking 50
years since the UN General As-
sembly voted to seat Beijing and
boot out Taipei, US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken said on
Tuesday he regretted that Tai-
wan had been increasingly ex-
cluded on the world stage.

“As the international commu-
nity faces an unprecedented
number of complex and global
issues, it is critical for all stake-
holders to help address these
problems. This includes the
24mn people who live in Tai-
wan,” Blinken said.

“Taiwan’s meaningful partici-
pation in the UN system is not a
political issue, but a pragmatic
one,” he said.

“That is why we encourage 
all UN member states to join 
us in supporting Taiwan’s 
robust, meaningful participation
throughout the UN system and

in the international community.”
China considers Taiwan to be

a province awaiting reunification,
by force if necessary.

It responded to Blinken’s
statement with strident, albeit
familiar, statements emphasising
its position that Taiwan’s gov-
ernment had no place on the
global diplomatic stage.

“Taiwan has no right to join
the United Nations,” Ma Xi-
aoguang, spokesman for the Tai-
wan Affairs Office in Beijing, said.

“The United Nations is an in-
ternational governmental organ-
isation composed of sovereign
states... Taiwan is a part of
China.”
AFP

Taiwan has no
right to join 
UN, says China

Ma Xiaoguang

New Delhi, India - India’s
Supreme Court on Wednesday
ordered an independent investi-
gation into the alleged govern-
ment use of Pegasus spyware on
journalists, opposition politicians
and activists with the chief jus-
tice calling the implications ‘Or-
wellian’.

India was one of 45 countries
where tens of thousands of num-
bers were targeted by the spy-
ware made by Israeli firm NSO,
according to leaked documents
released this year.

More than 1,000 of the num-
bers were Indian and the
Supreme Court order followed
petitions from individuals that
the chief justice N V Ramana
said ‘raise an Orwellian concern’. 

He added that the court had
accepted the petitions because
‘there has been no specific de-
nial’ by the government.

The state cannot be given 
a ‘free pass every time the 

spectre of national security is
raised’, the court said as it 
named cyber and computer sci-
ence experts to look into the al-
legations.
AFP

India’s top court orders probe
into Pegasus spyware snooping

A leaked list of names indicated that the NSO’s Pegasus spyware had

been used to surveil the phones of politicians and journalists (AFP)
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Eisenhüttenstadt, Germany - At
the Eisenhüttenstadt reception
centre for refugees on Ger-
many’s border with Poland, 19
year old Iraqi asylum seeker
Siban dreams of making a new
life for himself after an exhaust-
ing journey from Belarus.

“I want to live here,” he says in
broken German, learnt through a
few months of online courses.

Siban spent eight days
trekking across Poland by foot to
get to Germany after flying to
Minsk from Turkey.

“I had no water, no food, it
was cold. It was very tiring,” he
said.

Siban is one of more than

6,100 illegal migrants who have
entered Germany via Poland
from Belarus since the beginning
of this year, most of them from
the Middle East, according to
German authorities. 

The EU accuses Belarusian
President Alexander Lukashenko
of flying migrants from the Mid-
dle East and Africa to Minsk and
then sending them into the bloc
on foot in retaliation for sanc-
tions imposed over a crackdown
on the opposition.

German Interior Minister
Horst Seehofer has branded the
alleged scheme ‘a hybrid threat,
in which migrants are used as
political weapons’.

The migrants are initially
crossing from Belarus into
Poland and the Baltic States, but
many are then travelling on to
Germany - seen as welcoming to
migrants after Angela Merkel’s
decision to leave the borders
open to hundreds of thousands
in 2015-16.

Tenfold increase
On arriving in Germany, the mi-
grants are not being immediately
sent back to Poland as EU rules
would normally dictate, but
taken to reception centres for
registration.

The centre in Eisenhuetten-
stadt has seen ten times more
arrivals this year than in 2020,
Olaf Jansen, head of the city’s
migration authority, said.

It feels like 2015 all over 
again, ‘even if we don’t have 
the same numbers’ at the 

national level, he said.
A dozen new tents have been

set up to accommodate the new
arrivals and create space for
COVID-19 testing centres.

Around half of the 1,300 asy-
lum seekers at the centre are
from Iraq. The others are mostly
from Syria, Afghanistan, Iran and
Yemen.

Most of them want to remain
in Germany. “Very few want to
continue the journey to France or
northern Europe,” Jansen said.

“I want to stay in Germany
and continue my studies. It’s
good here,” said Rohullah (23),
who arrived four days ago from
Afghanistan.

To pass the time, some play
football between the tents, while
others call their relatives while
sitting in the courtyard. All have
stories of exhausting journeys on
foot.

Zeidun (22) from Fallujah in
Iraq, walked non-stop for ten
days across Poland before taking
a taxi across the border.

Border controls
Many have stories of brutality by
the Polish police. “They are dan-
gerous. They hit, and they have
dogs,” says a 21 year old from
Baghdad who gave his name as
Mamontzer.

To cope with the influx, Berlin
this week tightened its border
controls with Poland.

On the route to Eisenhuetten-
stadt, a dozen police officers
have been assigned the task of
blocking the bridge linking the
German city of Frankfurt (Oder)
and the Polish town of Slubice.

Goods vehicles and taxis are
being routinely stopped and
searched.
AFP

The human faces behind migrant influx

Abuja, Nigeria - Nigeria’s Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari said
12mn children are scared of
going to school in the country,
where militants and heavily
armed criminals have kid-
napped hundreds of students
for ransom.

The first mass school abduc-
tion in Africa’s most populous
nation was in the northeast in
2014, when Boko Haram mili-
tants snatched 276 girls from
Chibok, triggering a global cam-
paign called #BringBackOur-
Girls.

Since then, attacks on
schools ‘have grown in number
and spread across the northern
part of the country’, said Buhari,
addressing on Tuesday a con-
ference on safety in education in
the capital, Abuja.

Gunmen in northwest and
central Nigeria have increas-
ingly targeted schools, kidnap-
ping more than 1,000 students
since December.

As a result, said Buhari, ‘there
are more than 12mn children
currently traumatised and afraid
of going to school’. Girls were
particularly affected, he added.

Young girls who leave school
early are at risk of being married
off, experts warn.

Save the Children said earlier
this month that an ‘estimated
44 per cent of girls in Nigeria
are married before their 18th
birthday, one of the highest
rates of child marriage globally’.

Most kidnapped students are
released after negotiations with
their captors. 

But ‘even when the abducted
students are released’, Buhari
said, ‘the trauma of the inci-
dences remain long in their
minds’.

The retired general, first
elected in 2015, said the govern-
ment was ‘highly committed to
prioritising safety in schools’.

“We have identified and put
mechanisms in place... to ensure
the safety and security of
schools in Nigeria,” he said.

But it ‘has been tough dealing
with these security challenges
and their effect’, the 78 year old
added.

Military operations are un-
derway across the country, but
security forces are often de-
scribed as overstretched and
overwhelmed.
AFP

12mn children
‘afraid’ to go to
school in Nigeria 

I had no water, no food, while
trekking across Poland. It was
cold. It was very tiring: Siban 

Hong Kong, China - Hong Kong
passed a toughened film censor-
ship law on Wednesday empow-
ering authorities to ban past
films for ‘national security’
threats and impose stiffer penal-
ties for any breaches in the latest
blow to the city’s artistic free-
doms.

Authorities have embarked on
a sweeping crackdown to root
out Beijing’s critics after huge
and often violent democracy
protests convulsed the city two
years ago.

A new China-imposed secu-
rity law and an official campaign
dubbed ‘Patriots rule Hong Kong’
has since criminalised much dis-
sent and strangled the democ-
racy movement.

Films and documentaries

have become one of many cul-
tural areas authorities have
sought to purge. In June the city
announced censors would check
any future films for content that
breached the security law.

But the law passed on
Wednesday by the city’s legisla-
ture allows scrutiny of any titles
that had previously been given a
green light. It empowers Hong
Kong’s chief secretary to revoke
the screening licence of past and
current films that are deemed
‘contrary to the interests of na-
tional security’. 

Maximum penalties for
screening an unlicensed movie
have been raised to up to three
years in jail and a US$130,000
fine.
AFP

New Hong Kong to
censor old movies 
for security breaches

Muhammadu Buhari 

Refugees pose for a photo at the arrival centre of the initial reception

facility of the eastern German state of Brandenburg on Monday (AFP)
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BUSINESSTWITTER POSTS $537MN LOSS
Social networking giant Twitter said it had posted

a US$537mn net loss in the third quarter after 
settling a lawsuit alleging investors were misled

about slowing user growth
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Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman and Italy have agreed to
strengthen bilateral collabora-
tion in renewable energy sector
with a specific focus on green
hydrogen market and projects.

H E Salim al Aufi, Undersec-
retary of Oman’s Ministry of En-
ergy and Minerals, and Manlio
Di Stefano, Undersecretary of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and International Cooperation of
Italy, had a meeting on Tuesday
on the occasion of Stefano’s visit
to Muscat.

The meeting was a follow up
to a joint bilateral dialogue that
was inaugurated online by the
two undersecretaries on Sep-
tember 29 in the presence of
major Omani and Italian players
in the development of technolo-
gies for green hydrogen produc-
tion and its related industry with
the goal to explore opportunities
for a stronger cooperation.

‘The two parties reviewed 
the existing cooperation in 
the energy sector and agreed 
on the opportunity to further
strengthen the bilateral collabo-
ration in the field of renewable
energies with a specific focus on

green hydrogen,’ a joint state-
ment issued by H E Aufi and Ste-
fano said.

In the framework of the excel-
lent relations between Oman
and Italy, the two undersecre-
taries shared the willingness to

promote and develop coopera-
tion in the field of green energy
for the mutual benefit and in line
with the efforts envisaged by
both Oman Vision 2040 and the
European Green Deal, both
aimed at contributing to the
global targets for emission cuts.

As per the joint statement,
the two undersecretaries shared
the view that the collaboration
between Oman and Italy in the
green energy field can support
the ambition to ensure a safe,
competitive and sustainable en-
ergy market.

‘In this regard, they agreed to
support institutional, industrial
and academic collaborations be-
tween the two countries related
to green hydrogen, supporting
the exchange of best practices
on energy policies, as well as
stimulating closer connections
between universities, scientific
research institutions and the pri-
vate sector of both countries,’
the statement added.

Oman, Italy to collaborate in
renewable energy sector

(L-R): Manlio Di Stefano, H E Salim al Aufi and H E Federica Favi,

Ambassador of Italy in Muscat

ROllS-
ROyCE

GM Q3 profit drops
amid chip shortage
General Motors (GM) saw a

drop in third quarter profits

amid falling car sales caused by

the global semiconductor

crunch that is expected to

persist into 2022, the company

reported on Wednesday

The automaker suffered

significant sales declines across

its markets, including the

United States and China[.

Profits fell 41 per cent to

US$2.4bn following a 24 per

cent drop in revenues to

US$26.8bn amid a broad-based

decline in sales in all markets

and across models.

BRIEFS

MARKET WATCH
MSM30 4,049.73

BSE Sensex 61,143.33

FOREX RATES
(RO1 equals)

Indian Rs 195.17

Pakistani Rs 450.45

Bangladeshi Taka 222.66

Philippine Peso 132.03

Sri Lankan Rs 523.97

*Rates as on October 27
Source: xe.com

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Saudi Arabia’s Cabinet has ap-
proved the licence for Sohar In-
ternational Bank to open a
branch in the kingdom, Saudi
Press Agency (SPA) reported.

The Saudi Cabinet in its ses-
sion on Tuesday approved li-
censing Sohar International Bank
to open a branch to practice
banking business in the kingdom.

The Cabinet also authorised
the Saudi Minister of Finance to
decide on any subsequent re-
quest to open other branches of
Sohar International Bank across
Saudi Arabia, according to the
SPA report.

In July, Sohar International
Bank announced that it was plan-
ning to open its first full-fledged
overseas branch in Saudi Arabia
and the bank submitted its appli-
cation to the Saudi central bank
to obtain the banking licence.

‘This step (opening a branch
in Saudi Arabia) comes in line
with Sohar International’s con-
sistent endeavours to take the
best of Oman to the world and
bring the best of the world to
Oman, while following its cus-

tomers and their businesses
wherever they go and to offer re-
sponsive services in this ever
changing world,’ Sohar Interna-
tional Bank said in a disclosure to
the Muscat Stock Exchange on
July 11.

The board of directors of
Sohar International Bank af-
firmed to the shareholders that
the expansion into Saudi market
comes in line with the bank’s
strategy to support Oman Vision
2040. ‘The board believes that,
with its capabilities and owner-
ship structure, Sohar Interna-
tional is very well positioned to
make this endeavour a success,’
the bank said in its disclosure.

Last week, Sohar International
signed a memorandum of 
understanding with Saudi Ex-
port-Import Bank to establish 
a framework of cooperation 
between the banks for the fur-
therance of their respective man-
dates.

The strategic alliance be-
tween Sohar International Bank
and Saudi Export-Import Bank
will look at co-financing, club
deals and providing support to
syndication projects which can
be executed in both countries.

Sohar International
gets approval to
open branch in Saudi 

Muscat – A tender of the govern-
ment treasury bills (issue num-
ber 157) was announced by the
Central Bank of Oman (CBO)
this week.

Total value of allotted treas-
ury bills amounted to
RO60.4mn, for a maturity period
of 182 days, from October 27
until April 27, 2022. The average
accepted price reached
RO99.615 for every RO100 bill
and the minimum accepted price

arrived at RO99.610. 
The average discount rate and

the average yield reached 0.7731
per cent and 0.7761 per cent, re-
spectively. The interest rate on
the repo operations with the
CBO is 0.5 per cent, while the
discount rate on the treasury bills
discounting facility with the cen-
tral bank is 0.75 per cent.

Treasury bills are short-term
highly secured financial instru-
ments issued by the Ministry of

Finance. These instruments pro-
vide licensed commercial banks
the opportunity to invest their
surplus funds. The CBO acts as
the issue manager and provides
the added advantage of ready
liquidity through discounting and
repurchase facilities.

Furthermore, treasury bills
promote the local money market
by creating a benchmark yield
curve for short-term interest
rates. 

CBO issues RO60mn treasury bills

(Muscat Daily)



Muscat - Sohar Port recently
held its annual shipping agents
meeting to provide progress up-
dates to more than 40 regional
and international partners and
discuss innovative ways to at-
tract business to the port. 

During the meeting, the port
also conducted a signing cere-
mony for ship chandling licences
with three new partners: Seven
Seas Ship Chandlers LLC, Al
Diyafah Supplies & Services Co,
and Mars Marine Services. The
three companies will provide
general ship supplies, spare
parts to the shipping lines, a
press release said.

“As critical business partners
in our industry, agents have a 
direct relationship with shipping
companies and are always 
looking for new competitive ad-
vantages, efficiencies and value-
added services to improve
performance for their current
and future clients. With our aim
to ensure world-class facilities
and services, this is a great op-
portunity to present our capabil-
ity to meet the growing

demands of global trade and 
industry, while also attracting
new investment to Sohar Port
and Freezone,” said Mark
Geilenkirchen, chief executive
officer of Sohar Port.

As part of its efforts to de-
velop a full-service ecosystem
and make top-class marine serv-
ices available to its clients, Sohar
Port and Freezone partners 
with a number of local SMEs 
and international companies.
Among these, it has joined

hands with Hormuz Marine to
introduce bunkering services
and Credential Ship Services LLC
asfor crew change and supplies
at sea.

In addition, berth 25 has been
made available again for layby
and service operations such as
hold cleaning and repairs.  

Next month, the new marine
waste collection service
provider, Oman Maritime Waste
Treatment, will also begin its
first soft trials at the port. 
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BUSINESS

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The benchmark index of the Muscat
Stock Exchange (MSX) rose 0.97 per
cent to close at 4,049.73 points on
Wednesday.

Trading activity improved from the
previous session as turnover jumped by
22.18 per cent to RO4.43mn and volumes
increased 79.58 per cent to 34.68mn
shares. While services index fell 0.02 per
cent, Finiancial and Industrial indices rose
0.08 per cent and 1.08 per cent, respec-
tively. The MSX Shariah index closed
down by 0.12 per cent at 558.92 points.

Market breadth remained highly posi-
tive as 25 companies closed up, while
seven companies closed down. The rest
17 traded stocks closed flat for the day. 

Top gainers were Construction Mate-
rials Industries & Contracting Co (6.06
per cent), National Aluminium Products

Company (4.92 per cent), Oman Na-
tional Engineering & Investment Co (4.3
per cent), Vision Insurance (4 per cent)
and BankDhofar (4 per cent). 

Top losers were Muscat Desalinate 

(-3.61 per cent), Takaful Oman (-2.17 per
cent), National Finance (-1.96 per cent),
Al Maha Petroleum Products Marketing
Co (-1.14 per cent) and Al Omaniya Fi-
nancial Services (-0.88 per cent).

MSX INDEX AND TURNOVER OF FIVE TRADING DAYS
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MSX rises 0.97% as activity improves

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia - Saudi
Arabia said on Wednesday it
has licensed 44 international
companies to establish regional
headquarters in Riyadh, compet-
ing with Gulf neighbours, partic-
ularly Dubai, for the position of
regional business hub.

In February, the oil-rich king-
dom issued an ultimatum to for-
eign firms that those seeking
state contracts must have their
Middle East headquarters in the
country by 2024.

The ultimatum was seen as a
direct challenge to Dubai, which
has long dominated as the re-
gion's business hub, against the
backdrop of Saudi efforts to di-
versify its oil-reliant economy.

“Forty-four companies from
various sectors and countries
have signed agreements to
move [their regional headquar-
ters] and have obtained final li-
censes,” Investment Minister
Khalid al Falih said on the side-
lines of the Future Investment
Initiative (FII) conference in
Riyadh. He did not disclose the
names of the firms. 

“We have a short-term goal

to reach up to 400 or 500 com-
panies, but there is no cap,”
added Falih.

Saudi Arabia will offer com-
panies incentives, such as zero
per cent corporate tax for 50
years, a ten-year waiver from
the state's ‘Saudisation’ policy to
reserve jobs for Saudis and ‘pref-
erential’ treatment in govern-
ment contracts, according to a
document seen by AFP.

“The direct and indirect ben-
efits from the presence of com-
panies [in Saudi Arabia] amount
up to SAR170bn (US$45bn),”
said Falih.

Saudi officials are putting the

finishing touches to launch the
King Abdullah Financial District
(KAFD), a multi-billion-dollar
project announced in 2006, with
many companies expected to be
based there.

While some experts believe
Saudi Arabia, the Arab world's
largest economy, is directly
competing with Dubai, Falih said
it was about ‘integration’ with
the emirate.

“If there is competition, it is a
creative competition that is ben-
eficial to both parties. Everyone
will benefit from growth and
openness,” he said.
AFP

Saudi says 44 global
firms to set up regional
headquarters in Riyadh 

Geneva, Switzerland - The im-
pact of the COVID-19 pandemic
on jobs has been harder than
previously expected, and a wor-
rying two-speed recovery is
emerging between richer and
poorer nations, the UN’s Interna-
tional Labour Organization (ILO)
warned on Wednesday. 

“The current trajectory of
labour markets is of a stalled re-
covery, with major downside
risks appearing, and a great di-
vergence between developed
and developing economies,” said
ILO chief Guy Ryder.

“Dramatically, unequal vac-
cine distribution and fiscal ca-
pacities are driving these trends,
and both need to be addressed
urgently.”

The ILO projected that global
hours worked in 2021 will be 4.3
per cent lower than levels in the
fourth quarter of 2019, prior to
the outbreak of the pandemic. 

That was equivalent to 125mn
full-time jobs.

In June, the ILO had been pro-
jecting a decline of 3.5 per cent,
or 100mn full-time jobs.

High-income countries fared
better, suffering 3.6 per cent de-
cline in total hours worked in the
third quarter of this year, the ILO
calculated.

That compares with falls 
of 5.7 per cent for low-income
countries and 7.3 per cent 
for lower-middle income coun-
tries.

By region, Europe and Central
Asia experienced the smallest

loss of hours worked, and the
Arab States the biggest, with the
divergence largely driven by
major differences in vaccine roll-
outs and fiscal stimulus pack-
ages, the report said.

The ILO also found that young
people, especially young women,
have been among the hardest hit
by the impact on jobs of the pan-
demic.

The ILO estimates that if low-

income countries had better ac-
cess to vaccines, the working
hours recovery would catch up
with richer economies in just
over one quarter.

It estimated that for every 14
people fully vaccinated in the
second quarter of this year, one
full-time equivalent job was
added to the global labour mar-
ket.
AFP

COVID-19 pandemic hit on jobs
worse than thought, says UN 

Sohar Port hosts annual
shipping agents meeting

San Francisco, US - Google’s par-
ent company Alphabet an-
nounced profits on Tuesday that
jumped to US$18.9bn, even as
the online colossus faces in-
creased regulatory pressure and
shifting of the lockdown lifestyles
that have so benefited Big Tech.

Google remains a centrepiece
of online activity, with offerings
such as its search engine, ad
marketplace, and YouTube video
platform that give it extensive
global influence.

Alphabet revenue of
US$65.1bn in the recently-ended
quarter eclipsed the same period
last year by some 41 per cent, ac-
cording to the tech titan, as its
online ad engine and cloud serv-
ices thrived.

Fellow giant Facebook, de-
spite its whistleblower scandal,
has also announced whopping
profits, as did Microsoft, al-
though Twitter reported a large
loss due to a shareholder lawsuit
settlement.

“This quarter’s results show
how our [artificial intelligence]
investments are enabling us to
build more helpful products for
people and our partners,” said
Sundar Pichai, CEO of Alphabet
and Google.

“As the digital transformation
and shift to hybrid work con-
tinue, our Cloud services are
helping organisations collabo-
rate,” he added.

From July to September, its
video service sold US$7.2bn of
advertising space targeted ac-
cording to content and users,
against US$5bn in the same 
period last year, according to 
Alphabet. 

Its remote-computing busi-
ness saw nearly US$5bn in rev-
enue, up 45 per cent over the
previous year.

Increased scrutiny 
But Google’s driving force re-
mains advertising, with the com-
pany on pace to have 28.6 per

cent of the global digital advertis-
ing market in 2021, according to
eMarketer, just ahead of Face-
book’s 23.7 per cent share.

The surge in Alphabet’s earn-
ings comes as the tech giant

faces increased scrutiny from
regulators regarding its power.

Google is among Internet gi-
ants in the crosshairs of regula-
tors and critics concerned about
whether they unfairly dominate

markets and fend off competi-
tion.

South Korea’s antitrust
watchdog fined Google nearly
US$180mn in September for
abusing its dominance in the mo-

bile operating systems and app
markets, it said, the latest in a se-
ries of regulatory moves against
tech giants around the world.

Google also reportedly faces
the threat of a new antitrust law-
suit from US officials over the 
Silicon Valley conglomerate’s
power in the online advertising
market.

The latest figures build on the
pandemic trend that has seen an
acceleration in people using the
internet for shopping, work,
learning and entertainment.

E-commerce advertisers have
been particularly lucrative for
Google as have been advertise-
ments on its YouTube video plat-
form.

Google’s results came the
same day that Microsoft an-
nounced a quarterly earnings
surge fuelled by cloud computing
demand, saying it made a profit
of US$20.5bn in the recently
ended quarter. Revenue jumped
22 per cent from the last quarter

last year to US$43.5bn.
And a day earlier, Facebook

announced that its profit in the
third quarter grew to US$9.2bn -
a 17 per cent increase - and its
ranks of users increased to
2.91bn.

The strong financial figures
came as the leading social 
network battles a fresh crisis
since former employee Frances
Haugen leaked reams of internal
studies showing executives 
knew of their sites’ potential for
harm.

Twitter however on Tuesday
posted a US$537mn net loss in
the quarter after settling a 
lawsuit alleging investors were
misled about slowing user
growth.

Despite revenue rising sharply
with the help of robust ad sales,
Twitter still posted an operating
loss of US$743mn, fuelled by the
more than US$800mn settle-
ment.
AFP

Google-parent Alphabet’s quarterly profit soars to over $18bn 
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Young people, especially young women, have been among the hardest hit by the impact on jobs of COVID-19

Saudi Arabia’s Investment Minister Khalid al Falih
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DaILY CrOssWOrD

GeMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21
Your social and work calendars are filling up fast, but let's face it

you love all the activity and wouldn't have it any other way.

Occasionally, though, something or someone might have to take

a hit as one event or another takes precedence. As long as you

warn people in advance, you shouldn't cause any serious

problems. Just revel in your exciting schedule.

taURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20
Don't overload yourself, especially if someone close is trying to

talk you into making a long-term commitment you're really just

not too sure about. Listen to your feelings if they tell you to hold

off, there's almost certainly a good reason for it. Most

importantly, don't try to just be nice and say 'yes' to everything

that everyone asks from you -- that road leads only to disaster.

TEST YOUR 
KNoWLedGe

answers:1. b 2. b 3. d

CaNCeR JUNE 22-JULY 22
A major effort is needed from you today, and you might be the

go-to person for organizing others as well. If a leadership role

doesn't feel quite right now, get ready for all that to change. You

have more resources, inside and out, than anyone realizes,

including yourself. Don't worry that you're not up to the

challenge, just say 'yes' and see what happens next. 

Leo JULY 23-AUGUST 22
It's funny how sometimes people say they believe one thing and

then turn around and do the exact opposite. Try not to call them

hypocrites today. Nobody's perfect, and expecting either

yourself or your loved ones to adhere to some impossible ideal

just ensures that you end up deeply disappointed in someone

sooner or later. Why not just cut them the tiniest bit of slack?

LIBRa SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22
Continuing to do things in a certain way because it's the way

they've always been done may feel safe and comfortable to you,

but it's not doing much to help you achieve your real goals. Make a

serious effort to bust out of your comfort zone. Take a look at

what you could be doing to get where you really want to go even if

it entails shaking up to your life and habits in a serious way. 

VIRGo AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22
You know that life isn't a battle, but a game, and you don't let

anyone tell you differently. The only trick is knowing the rules of

the game, and if you do, you can turn any circumstance into

victory. Today's rules are pretty straightforward, actually, and

you've seen them coming. First, do unto others as you would

have them do unto you. Second, keep the faith. 

SCoRpIo OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21
The best thing about the wheel of fortune is that it always turns

the right way sooner or later, so if you've just lost big, that

means a big win is on the way. Luck is most definitely turning in

your direction, so make sure you've got your heart's desire well

within your sights. Don't act hastily. If you try to make too much

of this streak, you're sure to end it before its time. 

SaGIttaRIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER 21
Someone new might look simply irresistible, but you need to

reserve your judgment until you know just a little bit more.

Whatever the situation, now is not the perfect time to dive

headfirst until you have a greater sense of their character.

Once the shiny wrapping comes off, they might not be who

you thought they were. Be cautious and move slowly.

aQUaRIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18
Love, romance, laughter, you've got all the right elements, but it

might all feel like a house of cards. Make sure you've cleared

everything with that special someone in your life, or it all could

blow over. Communication is the key to ensuring that these

grand plans come off in grand style. You should never assume

that someone else knows what you're thinking anyway.

CapRICoRN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
You know deep in your bones that the only way to real success

is through practice, practice and more practice. You can see

that you need to shape up a bit more today, too. You might ask

a perfectly straightforward question only to get a weird non

sequitur in reply. Look beneath the surface and draw on your

experience to find some very good advice.

pISCeS FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20
Once again, your dreams are trying to tell you something, both

the night and day variety. Listen up! Some big clues to your

latest puzzles lie in the realm of your subconscious, so don't

summarily just dismiss them out of hand, even if they seem

extra crazy. Start tracking your reoccurring dreams if you can.

Many answers are well within your reach, so inquire within.

aRIeS MARCH 21-APRIL 19
You're irresistible, and that is lots of fun -- but it's not always

easy. You might have to juggle a few people who are helpless in

the face of your magnetic charms. It doesn't help that your

personal energy is turning up the volume -- way, way up -- on

your already high levels of charisma. All this attention is kind of

fabulous, and you're loving it more and more with every moment.

YOUR daILY HOROSCOPE

1. Primary rainbow is formed
when light suffers
a. two internal refractions 
before emerging out 
of the drop
b. one internal refractions 
before emerging out 
of the drop
c. no internal refraction
d. either one or two internal 
refractions before emerging
out of the drop

2. The chief constituent of
gobar gas is
a. ethane
b. methane
c. hydrogen
d. carbon dioxide

3. The chief purpose of crop
rotation is to check the loss of
top soil
a. by water erosion
b. by wind erosion
c. by weathering
d. of its mineral content

LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 and

only one instance of each number

You have three minutes to find
all the words contained in this
word. 

Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don’t count

WoRd BUILdeR

do YoU SUdoKU?BoGGLeR

SU
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Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by
linking adjacent letters - to the left,
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal
to each other. The Boggles Classic
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words
are valued at one point for each
letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one
point, a four letter word is  worth
two points, and so on. Valid words
must be at least three letters long. 
Solution 20-25 words:
Excellent, 15-20 words: Very
good,  10-15 words: Good, 5-
10 words: Average

aCRoSS
1) Make something
close? 
5) Judges' wear 
10) Bouquet vessel
14) Conservative in
Britain 
15) NBA setting e.g.
16) Clickable item
on a monitor 
17) "Purple Haze" or
20) New Testament
book 
21) Bettor's marker
22) One attending
Yale 
23) Tire pressure
fig. 
24) Politically cor-
rect suffix perform-
ers
27) Space-age
drink? 
29) Water nymph
of myth 
32) Bit of body art,
slangily 65) "What_
can I do?"
33) Alcohol chaser?
36) Single great
stone, such as 
38) Simple kid's
meal 68) One way
to enjoy the snow
41) Hall-of-Fame
pitcher Pedro
42) Cape in Mas-
sachusetts
43) Street address
abbr.

44) Internal Rev-
enue Service,
46) Divisions of
history
50) Expensive
pleasure crafts
52) Put into prac-
tice
55) One of the
Gabors
56) Ballerina's prop
57) Denies or re-
nounces
60) Some daring
circus
63) Cornstalk units
64) Stand near a
painter?
65) "What_ can I
do?"
66) Emerald Isle
language
67) Dermatologists'
subjects,
sometimes
68) One way to
enjoy the snow-
doWN
1) It's curbed
2) Fanfare, infor-
mally
3) Mischievous waif
4) Little nipper
5) Indian queens
6) Appoint
7) Swiss canton
8) Adam's grand-
son
9) "Do the Right
Thing" role

10) Baseball-cap
feature
11) Kind of guitar
12) "Favorite" rela-
tive
13) Chang's twin
18) It has a nasty
bite to it
19) Canine com-
mand
24) Bamboo eater
25) Witness stand
pledge
26) To the_ degree
(extremely)
28) With an expen-
sive coat?
30) Astonish
31) Physicists get a
charge out of it
34) Squinted one's
eyes
35) Mimicking birds
37) Prompter's
whisper
38) Coffee, infor-
mally
39) Skyscraper con-
struction crew,
essentially
40) Item on a dri-
ver's license
41) When mom
gets her due
45) Small stream
47) Spin the same
yarn?
48) Strongly op-
posed (with "to")
49) Answered with

attitude
51) It has two pairs
of shoes?
53) Flies off the
shelf
54) Humility obsta-
cle
57) Off the prem-
ises

58) "Largemouth"
creature
59) Renders
speechless
60) Rise to a raise
61) General pur-
pose?
62) "Just a_"

Note pad
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ITALIAN LEAGUE
Milan, Italy - Olivier Giroud
scored the only goal in AC
Milan's 1-0 win over Torino on
Tuesday to move his side to the
summit of Serie A despite an 
underwhelming performance at
the San Siro.

France forward Giroud tapped
home his fourth league goal since
arriving from Chelsea in the sum-
mer in the 14th minute of a
largely dreary contest to move
Milan three points clear in first
place. Napoli can however 
reclaim top spot on Thursday
with a home win over Bologna.

"I'm very happy, we did well
early in the match and 
afterwards Torino didn't create
lots of chances," said Giroud in
faltering Italian to DAZN before
switching to English.

"We have the three points

which is the most important
thing. We play every three days
and it's very difficult for the body,
so everything was not perfect but
we are very pleased with the win
tonight."

It was a sixth straight Serie A
win for Stefano Pioli's side on the
day Milan announced they had
halved their losses to
US$111.8mn. 

However with a long injury list
slowly being reduced it was a far
from vintage performance
against a Torino team who
played their part and could have
earned at least a point with some
sharper finishing.

Andrea Belotti was substi-
tuted in the 54th minute, seconds
after the Italy striker scuffed a
presentable opportunity after
being well set up by Karol Linetty.
Antonio Sanabria wasted

Torino's best chance with 14
minutes remaining, collecting
Dennis Praet before hitting his
close-range shot too close to
Ciprian Tatarusanu.

And Praet left the home fans
with their hearts in their mouths
11 minutes later when his shot
took a massive deflection off
Fikayo Tomori and clipped the
top of the crossbar.

Torino pushed for a leveller
but Milan held for the win with
some frantic defending.

Red card 
enrages Venezia 
Venezia fell to a late 1-2 home
defeat to Salernitana after Ethan
Ampadu's strange sending off
left the hosts down to ten men
for more than 20 minutes.

Andrea Schiavone swept
home the winner for Salernitana

in the 95th minute in Venice to
complete a come-from-behind
win in the clash between 
struggling promoted sides.

The away side moved off the
bottom of the table with seven
points but are still in the 
relegation zone despite their first
away win of the season. 

They are level with third-
from-bottom Genoa, who earned
a 1-1 draw at Spezia thanks to
Domenico Criscito's 85th-minute
penalty.

"We need to keep up this
rhythm because it's important.
We played well, we were all 
together, today you saw a group
that wanted to win and the three
points were very important,"
Franck Ribery told DAZN.

Salernitana had a man advan-
tage from the 67th minute, with
the scores level through goals

from Mattia Aramu and Federico
Bonazzoli.

Wales midfielder Ampadu, 21,
performed what looked to be a
perfect tackle to dispossess
Ribery, but referee Marco Di
Bello pulled out his red card.

Venezia players surrounded
Di Bello in protest and the match
official then went to the pitchside
screen to check his decision after
being prompted by VAR. 

However Di Bello inexplicably
confirmed his decision to send
off Ampadu, on loan at Venezia
from Chelsea. "We had a referee
who was the worst performer on
the pitch," Venezia coach Paolo
Zanetti told DAZN.

"These are important
matches in which we're fighting
for our survival, they can't be 
influenced by things like that."
AFP 

GERMAN CUP
Berlin, Germany - Thorgan 
Hazard netted twice as holders
Borussia Dortmund advanced in
the German Cup Tuesday with a
2-0 home win over Ingolstadt
without striker Erling Braut Haa-
land, who is sidelined by injury.

Germany winger Julian Brandt
set up both goals for Hazard who
came off the bench to score
twice in the second-half at Signal
Iduna Park.

Haaland is missing with a hip
issue and with understudy 
Youssoufa Moukoko also 

sidelined, third-choice striker
Steffen Tigges made only his fifth
appearance this season.

Dortmund laboured against
their second division opponents
with England midfielder Jude
Bellingham claiming the best
first-half chance.

The hosts settled the second-
round tie when Hazard scored a
minute after coming on by firing
home from close range.

The second goal arrived nine
minutes from time when Hazard
converted Brandt's cross to put
Dortmund in Sunday's draw for

the third round with the ties to be
played January 18-19.

Bundesliga sides RB Leipzig
and Hertha Berlin both managed
to avoid upsets as they came
through their ties against fourth-
tier minnows Babelsberg and
Preussen Muenster respectively.

Hoffenheim handed out a 5-1
thrashing to second division 
Holstein Kiel.

Bayern Munich face Borussia
Moenchengladbach away on
Wednesday night in their 
second-round tie.
AFP

Dortmund's forward Thorgan Hazard (C) celebrates after scoring against

Ingolstadt during the German Cup match in Dortmund, on Tuesday

Giroud fires AC Milan 
past Torino to go top 

ENGLISH LEAGUE CUP
London, UK - Chelsea needed
a penalty shootout for the
second consecutive round to
reach the quarterfinals of the
League Cup as they edged
past Southampton, while a
much-changed Arsenal beat
Leeds 2-0 on Tuesday.

Kepa Arrizabalaga was the
Chelsea hero as he made a
string of late saves to deny
Saints a place in the last-eight
as the game at Stamford
Bridge ended 1-1 after 90 
minutes. Both goals came
minutes either side of half-
time as Kai Havertz headed
Chelsea into the lead before
Southampton hit back quickly
when Che Adams bundled the
ball home after Kepa parried
Kyle Walker-Peters' shot.

The Spain goalkeeper
saved from Will Smallbone,
Mohammed Salisu and
Lyanco to take the tie to a
shootout. Kepa then denied
Theo Walcott from the spot
and Smallbone blasted over
as Chelsea progressed de-
spite Mason Mount's penalty
being saved by Fraser Forster.

Two goals in 14 second-
half minutes from Callum
Chambers and Eddie Nketiah
took Arsenal through at the
Emirates. Mikel Arteta had
named a strong side in the
previous two rounds with the
Gunners not involved in 
European football for the first
time in 25 seasons.

But the Spaniard made nine
changes from the side that
started Friday's 3-1 win over
Aston Villa.

Leeds boss Marcelo Bielsa
attempted to lift his side from
a slump with just four changes

from a 1-1 draw with Wolves
on Saturday as 
England international Kalvin
Phillips made his return from
injury.

The visitors enjoyed the
better of the first-half, but
paid a heavy price for failing to
make it count.

Chambers had barely been
on the pitch for a minute after
replacing Benjamin White
when he forced the ball over
the line from a corner to open
the scoring.

Eddie Nketiah then made
the most of a rare start to seal
the tie against his former club.

The England U21 interna-
tional pounced on a slack
header towards his own goal
from Liam Cooper and
scooped the ball over Illan
Meslier before getting a slice
of luck as his mishit finish
bobbled into the net.

"We understood the game
and what we had to do, we did
this the right way," said
Arteta.

"They gave us some issues,
they always do, but we 
created a lot of shots and 
situations without being very
clinical, we adjusted a few
things at half time and we
were better and stronger."

League One side 
Sunderland are also into the
quarter-finals as they beat
Queen's Park Rangers 3-1 on
penalties after a 0-0 draw at
Loftus Road.

OTHER RESULTS
SPANISH LEAGUE:
Alaves 1 Elche 0, Espanyol 1
Athletic Bilbao 1, Villarreal 3
Cadiz 3.
AFP

Madrid, Spain - Bayern Munich
defender Lucas Hernandez will
not go to a Spanish jail for 
violating a restraining order in
2017 after a Madrid court on
Wednesday accepted an appeal
by the French player. 

"We consider that the appeal
should be upheld and the order
to enter prison suspended," the
court said in a statement.

The suspension of the 
sentence will be for a period of
four years as long as Hernandez
does not commit any further
crime and the payment of a fine
of US$111,000, the court said.

Hernandez,  a World Cup
winner with France in 2018, was

arrested four years ago in Spain
for violating a court order 
banning him from contacting his
partner after a violent altercation
between the pair.

He and his partner, Amelia
Lorente, were both convicted of
domestic violence in February
2017.

She hit and scratched 
Hernandez, while the player hit
her in the ribs, back and face, 
according to the court ruling at
the time.

Neither made a complaint
against the other, but both were
charged by Spain's public 
prosecutor.

The then-Atletico Madrid

player and his girlfriend were
each sentenced to 31 days of
community service. They were
also ordered not to see each
other for six months.

Four months later though,
Hernandez was arrested at a
Madrid airport.

He was in the company of
Lorente, who was not arrested
as her own restraining order had
not yet been formally served.
They were returning to Spain
after marrying in the United
States. The couple have since
had a son.

Hernandez was sentenced in
2019 to six months in prison, a
sentence he had appealed. It

was the rejection of this appeal,
on the grounds that he was a 
repeat offender, that led to this
summons before a court in
Madrid. 

The court said on 
Wednesday it had accepted
Hernandez's appeal based on his
current family situation and the
low probability that he would
commit a crime again.

"It cannot be ignored that the
person who he was not sup-
posed to approach consented to
be approached," the court said in
a reference to Lorente.

The court also pointed out
that Hernandez lives with
Lorente and their son and 'there

have been no new incidents 
between the couple'.

"There are no records of him
having committed any new
crimes, which can be taken into
account to conclude that it is not
necessary for the sentence to be
carried out to prevent him from
committing another crime," the
court added.

Hernandez became the most
expensive player in Bundesliga
history when he joined Bayern
from Atletico in 2019 for
US$93mn. Bayern currently sit
at the top of the Bundesliga and
are the top of Group E in the
Champions League. 

AFP

Bayern’s Hernandez avoids jail as court accepts appeal 

Lucas Hernandez is a World Cup winner for France

Chelsea's Marcos Alonso (L) view for the ball with Southampton's

Theo Walcott during their English League Cup match on Tuesday

No Haaland, no problem as holders Dortmund advance 

Chelsea survive
shootout; Arsenal
see off Leeds 

Torino's defender Koffi Djidji (L) fights for the ball with AC Milan's forward Olivier Giroud during the Italian League match at the San Siro Stadium in Milan, on Tuesday (AFP)



Ashok Purohit
Muscat

It was way back in February
2020 when the engines roared
and drivers sent plumes of dusty
smoke on the rallying tracks in
the sultanate.

Following a hiatus of more
than 19 months, the Oman 
National Rally Championship, 
organised by the Oman 
Automobile Association (OAA),
returns with the first round 

action to be held on Friday.
COVID-19 pandemic had

halted motor racing and other
sports activities in Oman and the
return of the domestic rally has
been warmly welcomed by driv-
ers and officials.

The national rally is expected
to witness intense competition
with a total of 16 drivers in fray
including the talented Abdullah
al Rawahi along with 
experienced Nizar al Shanfari
and Abdullah al Zubair. 

The rally will staged around
the Misfah-Saal tracks. 

Brigadier (retd) Salim al
Maskari, the OAA chairman,
welcomed the return of rallying
and wished the participants the
very best. He said, “The OAA is
happy to get back to normal
sporting activities with the return
of the national rally after the long
break due to the pandemic.” 

The OAA chairman added
that all COVID-19 related 
medical protocols issued by the

government and relevant health 
authorities will be strictly 
adhered during the national rally.

Technical checks and final
scrutineering of the cars will be
done at the OAA premises on
Thursday while the rally will be
held the next day.

Cars participating in the rally
are classified into RC2, RGT,
RC3, RC4, RC5, T3 and T2 
categories.

Oman last organised the 
national rally on the sidelines of

the 2020 Oman Rally 
Championship, one of the rounds
of the FIA Middle East Rally
Championship (MERC).

On Friday, Rawahi and his 
Jordanian co-driver Ata Hmoud
in their Subaru will begin
favourites in the RC2 class that
has a total of ten participants. 

The pair is expected to face a
stiff competition from Zakariya al
Aufi and Ammar al Balushi in
their Mitsubishi and the Aamri
duo of Zakariya and Mo-

hammed. Former champion
Shanfari will also make a return
as he competes in T3 category

while Abdullah al Zubair will
team up with Waheeb al Kharusi
in a Nissan to vie for the T2 class
honours .

Rawahi and his co-driver
Hmoud had claimed a creditable
third-place finish at the Cyprus
Rally, the fourth round of the 
FIA-MERC, in Nicosia last
month, in their Ford Fiesta. The
pair is expected to compete in
the penultimate round of the FIA
MERC in Kuwait next month.

@ashokmuscat
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SportS

Brussels, Belgium - The head of
global footballers' union FIFPro is
confident a plan to hold the
men's World Cup every two
years is 'dead in its tracks' and 
insists FIFA should do more to
promote the women's version 
instead.

FIFA will hold a summit in 
December with president Gianni
Infantino still hoping to find con-
sensus on plans to stage the
men's tournament more often
than the current four-year cycle.

However, opposition has been
so widespread from leagues,
players and supporters groups
that the chances of a biennial
World Cup actually happening
appear remote. "There has been
a lot of pushback. They have 
realised that," FIFPro's general
secretary Jonas Baer-Hoffmann
told AFP about FIFA's proposals.

"It is quite clear that if you try
to push this through against the
interests of all these other 
stakeholders, and without their
agreement, it is probably dead in
its tracks."

FIFPro, comprised of national
member associations from 64
countries, is one of several 

organisations within football that
has expressed unhappiness at a
lack of consultation on the issue.

The proposals were put 
forward by Arsene Wenger,
FIFA's head of global develop-
ment. Baer-Hoffmann ques-
tioned whether holding more
frequent World Cups would be
sustainable economically, but
said there is already a solution in
place.

"When we met with FIFA for
the first time, we asked them for
the economic analysis, we
haven't seen that yet. I don't
think a second World Cup would
just mean the current revenue
times two. It's not like you just
double the value in sponsorship
etcetera.

"The truth is also that there
are two World Cups in every
four-year cycle already. We

should make the women's one
more of a priority. That is your
second World Cup."

The World Cup is expanding
regardless in another way - the
men's version to 48 teams from
2026 and the women's to 32
teams from 2023.

Super League threat 
‘will come back’ 
Other competitions like the
UEFA Champions League are
also expanding to feature more
games, but FIFPro is concerned
that footballers beyond the
men's elite do not play enough.

"If you are playing in a market
that doesn't have the economic
means like the big European
markets then of course you are
looking at innovation in 
competitions, club or country,
that puts more meaningful and

economically viable games in
your schedule," said Baer-Hoff-
mann.

“We do need reforms, no
question. If we just carry on like
this football in many parts of the
world will not evolve."

In Brussels FIFPro announced
a joint manifesto with the 
European Leagues organisation,
which represents over one thou-
sand clubs from 30 countries.

It called for greater influence
over decisions affecting the fu-
ture of the sport, especially im-
portant in the wake of the failed
breakaway Super League project.

That project may only be lying
dormant. Three of the 12 rebel

clubs - Real Madrid, Barcelona
and Juventus - remain attached
to it.

UEFA opened disciplinary
proceedings against the remain-
ing clubs but backed down after
a commercial court in Madrid
ruled any punishment would 
represent an infringement of 
European free trade laws.

The ruling was referred to the
European Court of Justice.

"The factors that motivated
this attempt to break away have
not actually drastically changed,"
Baer-Hoffmann said.

The plan was torpedoed in
April following widespread 
opposition. "But I think we have
to be realistic. This is not dead,
and I think this will come back,
and football had better get ready
to confront it again."
AFP

‘Dead in its tracks’: FIFPro chief
on proposed biennial World Cup 

A file photo of France players celebrating winning the FIFA World Cup in 2018 (AFP)

oman National rally returns
after a break of 19 months

Brigadier (retd) Salim al Maskari

It is quite clear that if you try to push
this through against the interests of all
these other stakeholders, and without
their agreement, it is 
probably dead in its tracks
JONAS BAER-HOFFMANN 

Group E 
AFC u23 ASIAN Cup
Fujairah, UAE - Arshad al
Alawi’s last minute free-kick
saw Oman sneak a 1-0 win
over Kyrgyz Republic to revive
their AFC U23 Asian Cup
Uzbekistan 2022 Group E
qualifying campaign on
Wednesday. 

After 90 intense minutes of
end to end action at the 
Fujairah Stadium, the Omani
skipper’s last ditch effort
proved to be the difference as
the West Asians bounced back
from their 1-2 defeat to India.

Kyrgyz Republic came into
the match having beaten
United Arab Emirates in their

opening game but opted for a
cautious approach in the first
few minutes, allowing Oman to
set the pace.

Kyrgyz Republic, chasing
their first-ever appearance in
the AFC U23 Asian Cup, had to
work hard to hold possession
as they hardly challenged
Oman goalkeeper Ibrahim al
Rajhi. The stalemate continued
well into the second half, with
Oman having the better
chances as Kyrgyz Republic
‘keeper Erzhan Tokotaev was
tested time and again.

Nikolai Iuzahnin’s Kyrgyz
Republic side, however, should
have taken the lead against the
run of play in the 75th minute

when a mishit clearance saw
the ball land at substitute
Gulzhigit Borubaev’s feet, but
his strike deflected off the post. 

At the other end, Tokotaev
kept denying the Omani efforts
but Kyrgyz Republic’s luck ran
out in the dying seconds when
Maksat Dzhakybaliev received
his second yellow card for a
foul on Waleed al Musalmi. 

Captain Alawi stepped to
take the ensuing free-kick at
the edge of the penalty box and
his crackling strike beat the
Kyrgyz wall and a diving 
Tokotaev for the winning goal. 

Oman play UAE next on
Saturday.
(www.the-afc.com)

Late strike takes Oman 
past Kyrgyz Republic

World Cup winner Llorente to sign for Eibar 
Madrid, Spain - Former Spanish
international striker Fernando
Llorente is set to sign for Eibar,
the Spanish second-division club
announced on Wednesday.

The Basque club posted a
statement on their website 
saying they had reached an
agreement in principle with the
36-year-old free agent subject to
his medical, alongside photos of
the player with his shirt off being
examined.

The former Juventus and 
Athletic Bilbao marksman's 
contract would commit him to

the club till the end of the season.
Llorente played 24 times for
Spain between 2008 and 2013,
collecting 2010 World Cup and
Euro 2012 winners medals. He is
a well-travelled striker for aside
from Bilbao and Juventus he also
donned the colours of Sevilla,
Swansea, Tottenham - playing in
the 2019 Champions League
final - Napoli and Udinese, who
released him in August.
AFP

Fernando Llorente

Oman’s Arshad al Alawi (R) celebrates after scoring the winner against Kyrgyz Republic on Wednesday 



gROUp OnE
EnglAnD VS BAnglADESh
Abu Dhabi, UAE - England 
continued their imposing start to
the T20 World Cup with a 
second powerplay-inspired 
victory of the competition, as
Bangladesh emulated West 
Indies in being overwhelmed in
the opening exchanges of the
contest before being dispatched
in a low-key run-chase for an
eight-wicket scoreline.

While Bangladesh's total of
124 for nine was a significant
step-up from West Indies' 55 
all-out in Dubai on Friday, the
seeds of their downfall were all

too familiar. Mahmudullah won
the toss and batted first, but his
team then ran aground on the
spin-and-seam combo of Moeen
Ali and Chris Woakes, who
bowled unchanged through the
powerplay for a game-breaking
combined figures of three for 27.

Moeen continued a stagger-
ing start to his tournament.He
has now bowled all seven of his
overs straight off the reel at the
top of his two innings - four in a
row against West Indies for two
for 17, and a further three with
two for 18 on Wednesday. 

Liton Das tried briefly to hit
him off his length with consecu-

tive fours down the ground, but
he scuffed a third such blow to
deep-midwicket to depart for
nine from eight balls before a
rash swipe one ball later did for
his fellow opener Mohammad
Naim too.

At the other end, Woakes
thumped a two-paced deck with
a typically proud seam and tight
line, and when he extracted the
priceless scalp of Shakib al
Hasan - via a top-edged pull and
a superb leaping take from Adil
Rashid - there was little that
Bangladesh's other two senior
statesman, Mahmudullah 
himself and Mushfiqur Rahim,

fellow veterans of every T20
World Cup since 2007, could do
to change the narrative.

Livingstone’s 
variations work
Moeen's impact at the top of
England's innings transformed
the permutations for Morgan
through the middle overs - 
particularly once it became 
apparent that the extra pace of
Chris Jordan and - at that stage
of the innings - Tymal Mills was
offering a hint of a route back into
the contest for Bangladesh. After
conceding 12 and 11 runs respec-
tively in their first forays, Morgan

turned instead to the variations
of Liam Livingstone, who skidded
his third ball through Mushfiqur's
attempted reverse-sweep and
extracted a crucial breakthrough
on review.

Afif Hossain followed in 
Livingstone's next over - 
desperately run-out as Mills at
backward square fumbled a 
simple pick-up and coaxed the
batters in an aborted attempt at
a stolen second. And such was
the panic that Livingstone was
creating, that Nurul Hasan all but
ran himself out too from each of
his first two balls.

And his work was duly 

completed when Mahmudullah -
Bangladesh's last remaining
hope - scuffed another ripping
leg-break straight to point for 19.

Slowness does it for
Mills at the death
A minor dent to England's
progress followed when Rashid,
entrusted with one half of the
death overs in a worthwhile ex-
periment, was bludgeoned with
some success by the left-hander
Nasum Ahmed, who targeted
the short leg-side boundary for
the only two sixes of the innings.

But at the other end, Mills 
unfurled his full repertoire to

stunning effect for final figures of
three for 27. His impact was 
epitomised by the manner of his
final two wickets - from consec-
utive balls right at the death of
the innings. Mahedi Hasan was
bounced out by a fierce short ball
that brushed his glove and was
given out on review; then one ball
later, Mustafizur Rahman was
confounded by the slowest of
slow inswinging yorkers, to lose
his leg stump for nought. 

Roy at the double
on his 50th T20I
England's only duff note against
West Indies was the slight tangle
they got in while trying to rush to
their 56-run target. They made
no such errors this time around.
Jason Roy marked his 50th T20I
cap with a rampant knock of 61
from 38 balls, his five fours and
three sixes including a massive
straight strike off Nasum to bring
up his half-century. 

In adding 39 for the first
wicket in 28 balls of the power-
play, he and Jos Buttler ended
any fears of a twist in the tale.

Dawid Malan played another
typically fuss-free knock of 28
not out from 25. Jonny Bairstow
sealed the deal with a pull for
four through midwicket with 35
balls left unused. The World 
No 1 T20I outfit are looking omi-
nous in these early exchanges.
Cricinfo

QUOTE OF ThE DAy

David Warner
Australia's opener, on the eve of his team's
match against Sri Lanka, on Wednesday

I feel like I’m in a good space, I’m
hitting the ball well in the nets. I
feel like I am one boundary away
from having a good innings

SpORTS
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England's Jason Roy plays a shot during the match against Bangladesh at the Sheikh Zayed Cricket Stadium in Abu Dhabi on Wednesday

BOwlERS AnD ROy 
ExCEl FOR EnglAnD 

Johannesburg South Africa –
The South African Cricketers'
Association (SACA) would like
the national men's team to take
a uniform approach to taking a
knee but has criticised Cricket

South Africa (CSA) for 
mandating it, and for doing so
during a global tournament.

Speaking at the Social Justice
and Nation-Building (SJN) 
hearings, SACA CEO Andrew

Breetzke said CSA has caused a
'crisis' in the national team after
Quinton de Kock sat out of the
match against West Indies when
he refused to follow the mandate
to take a knee. 

Breetzke is currently 
'managing' the situation with de
Kock.

"My preference would be that
there was a uniform approach to
taking a knee," Breetzke said.
"From a SACA perspective, I
would like to see the team take a
unified approach to taking a
knee, but at the same time I am
not going to force anyone to take
a knee."

Breetzke said that despite a
CSA statement that said the
team's different postures in
showing anti-racism gestures
created 'unintended perception
of disparity or lack of support for
the initiative', the national side
has had extensive discussions
around the Black Lives Matter
(BLM) movement.

"This team has had more 
culture and diversity engage-

ment than any other team has
had," Breetzke said. 

"They have had the hard 
conversations, around diversity,
players' understanding of 
Black Lives Matter, players' 
understanding of taking a knee
and what it means to be in a
team with people of different
backgrounds."

He was of the opinion that
CSA should have held more 

conversations with the team 
before the players left for the
T20 World Cup and not 
informed them of the instruction
to take a knee five hours 
before their second group-stage
fixture.

"This issue should have been
dealt with a while ago and not at
an ICC event, where it is a crisis,"
he said.
Cricinfo

‘CSA has caused a crisis by mandating taking a knee’

BAnglADESh

L Das c Livingstone 

b Moeen Ali 9 (8)

M Naim c Woakes b Moeen 5 (7)

Shakib al Hasan c Rashid b Woakes4 (7)

M Rahim lbw b Livingstone 29 (30)

Mahmudullah c Woakes 

b Livingstone 19 (24)

Afif Hossain run out 5 (6)

Nurul Hasan c Buttler b Mills 16 (18)

Mahedi Hasan c Woakes b Mills 11 (10)

N Ahmed not out 19 (9)

M Rahman b Mills 0 (1)

Extras: (b 1, lb 1, w 5) 7

TOTAl: 124 for nine in 20 overs

Fall of wickets: 1-14, 2-14, 3-26, 4-63, 

5-73, 6-83, 7-98, 8-124, 9-124

Bowling: Moeen Ali 3-0-18-2, C Woakes

4-0-12-1, A Rashid 4-0-35-0, C Jordan

2-0-15-0, T Mills 4-0-27-3, L Livingstone

3-0-15-2 

EnglAnD

J Roy c Ahmed b Islam 61 (38)

J Buttler c Naim b Ahmed 18 (18)

D Malan not out 28 (25)

J Bairstow not out 8 (4)

Extras: (lb 6, w 5) 11

TOTAl: 126 for two in 14.1  overs

Fall of wickets: 1-39, 2-112

Bowling: Shakib al Hasan 3-0-24-0, 

M Rahman 3-0-23-0, S Islam 3.1-0-26-1,

N Ahmed 3-0-26-1, Mahedi Hasan 

2-0-21-0

SCOREBOARD














 
   

   
  

   
    

   
     



The South African Cricketers’ Association (SACA) would like
the team to adopt a uniform approach for the Black Lives
Matter (BLM) movement, but doesn’t want it to be forced

England's Tymal Mills bowls against Bangladesh on Wednesday



Group tWo
Namibia vs scotlaNd

Abu  Dhabi,  UAE  - Ruben
Trumpelmann led a lethal 
bowling show to set up
Namibia's stunning four-wicket
win over Scotland in their first
ever Super 12 clash of the ICC
T20 World Cup on Wednesday.

Chasing a tricky 110, JJ Smit
made an unbeaten 32 to drive
the team home with five balls to
spare in Abu Dhabi and extend
Namibia's win streak to three in
the tournament after the team
came through the qualifying
round. Smit and David Wiese,
who made 16, put on a key part-
nership of 35 in the low-scoring
match to hand Scotland their
second loss of the group stage.

Trumpelmann began the
show with three wickets in the
first over to return figures of
three for 17 with his left-arm
pace and restrict Scotland to 109
for eight. The left-arm quick 
justified his team's decision to
bat first as he struck with the first
ball and then got two in 
successive deliveries including
Richie Berrington for nought.

Berrington, who was standing
in as captain with regular skipper

Kyle Coetzer out nursing a finger
injury, reviewed the call but re-
plays suggested the ball would
have hit the leg stump. The
opening over provided a superb
start for a team, ranked a lowly
19, that stormed into the Super
12s after wins over Netherlands
and Ireland in the first round.

Trumpelmann returned his
T20 best figures in his sixth inter-
national in the shortest format.
David Wiese trapped Craig Wal-
lace lbw for four to rattle Scot-
land, who lost their Super 12
opener to Afghanistan. At one
stage, the Scots were 18 for four.

Opener and wicketkeeper-
batsman Matthew Cross 
attempted to stem the rot with

Michael Leask but another 
left-arm fast medium Jan
Frylinck bowled him for 19. Cross
took 33 balls for the effort. Leask
played a lone hand with his 44
off 27 before Smit bowled him.

The bowlers kept up the pres-
sure in the final few overs with
Frylinck returning figures of two
for ten from his four overs. Chris
Greaves made 25 and was run
out on the final ball of the innings.

In reply, Craig Williams and
Michael van Lingen got the team

off to a solid start with an open-
ing stand of 28 but Saafyan
Sharif claimed the first break-
through to check Namibia. He
dismissed Van Lingen for 18 and
soon Chris Greaves struck to 
dismiss Zane Green, for nine.

Spinners Leask and Mark
Watt chipped in with a wicket to
make the chase challenging for
Namibia, but Smit stood firm at
one end to extend his team's
dream run.
AFP

Quote oF tHe daY

Mahmudullah
Bangladesh skipper, after his team lost by eight
wickets to England, on Wednesday

Definitely, we were disappointed
with the batting, it was a good
wicket but we didn’t start well and
didn’t have any partnerships
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


 





 
       
       
    


 



      
 
 

    

       
      
   
     


     
 
 

 



       
      
      
       

       

      
       









   
 
      


 


  
 

    
     


      

      

 


  
   

      

    
  
 




       

 
        


   
      

       
      

       
    






  



   
  

  
  
  
   
  
  
    
 
  
   

  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
   








 





  

 






  



  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  

scotlaNd

G Munsey  b Trumpelmann 0 (1)

M Cross  b Frylinck 19 (33)

C MacLeod  c Green 

b Trumpelmann 0 (2)

R Berrington  lbw b Trumpelmann 0 (1)

C Wallace  lbw b Wiese 4 (13)

M Leask  b Smit 44 (27)

C Greaves  run out   25 (32)

M Watt  c Erasmus b Frylinck (3)

J Davey  not out  5 (5)

extras: (lb 5, w 4) 9

total 109 for eight in 20 overs

Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-2, 3-2, 4-18, 5-57,

6-93, 7-99, 8-109 

bowling: R Trumpelmann 4-0-17-3 , 

Jan Frylinck 4-0-10-2, JJ Smit 4-0-20-1, 

D Wiese 4-0-22-1, B Scholtz 2-0-16-0, 

M van Lingen 1-0-12-0, P Ya France 

1-0-7-0

Namibia

C Williams  st  Cross b Watt 23 (29)

M van Lingen  c Berrington b Sharif 18 (24)

Z Green   c Munsey b Greaves 9 (13)

G Erasmus  b Leask 4 (6)

D Wiese  c Watt b Leask 16 (14)

JJ Smit  not out  32 (23)

J Frylinck  c MacLeod b Wheal 2 (4)

P Ya France  not out  0 (2)

extras: (lb 9, w 2) 11

total: 115 for six in 19.1 overs

Fall of wickets: 1-28, 2-50, 3-61, 4-67, 

5-102, 6-109

bowling: B Wheal 4-0-14-1, Josh Davey

2-0-15-0, S Sharif 3.1-0-21-1, C Greaves

4-0-22-1, Mark Watt 4-0-22-1, M Leask

2-0-12-2

scoreboard

todaY’s 
matcH

Group oNe

australia
vs

sri laNka
Dubai (UAE), 6pm

Group one

TEAM P W L PTS NRR
ENG 2 2 0 4 +3.614
SL 1 1 0 2 +0.583
AUS 1 1 0 2 +0.253
SA 2 1 1 2 +0.179
BAN 2 0 2 0 -1.655
WI 2 0 2 0 -2.550

Group TWo

TEAM P W L PTS NRR
PAK 2 2 0 4 +0.738
AFG 1 1 0 2 +6.500
NAM 1 1 0 2 +0.550
NZ 1 0 1 0 -0.532
IND 1 0 1 0 -0.973
SCO 2 0 2 0 -3.562

AUS: Australia, BAN: Bangladesh, ENG: England, SL: Sri Lanka,  SA: South Africa, 
WI:West Indies,AFG:Afghanistan, IND: India, NAM:Namibia, NZ:New Zealand, 
PAK: Pakistan, SCO: Scotland

P: Played, W:Won, L: Lost, PTS: Points, NRR:Net Run Rate

Namibia's Ruben Trumpelmann celebrates after dismissing Scotland's

Richie Berrington during the T20 World Cup match on Wednesday

Namibia’s dream
ruN coNtiNues 

JJ Smit celebrates after the win

sports



A LEGEND 
REDESIGNED
THE FIRST-EVER SEVEN-SEATER
GRAND CHEROKEE L

Exceptional capability, stunning looks, the latest technology and complete 

comfort for all seven passengers. The all-new three-row Jeep Grand 

Cherokee L will turn every journey into a wildly civilized adventure. 

Visit our showrooms across Oman 
to book a test-drive today.

BOOK A TEST DRIVE

Wattayah, Athaiba, Sohar, Nizwa, Salalah
  info@da-oman.com
  www.dhofarautomotive.com

For more  
information  245 005 30For corporate

enquiries

http://bookings.dhofarautomotive.com/en/online-enquiry

