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» NEWS BRIEF

OMAN CONDOLES
PAKISTAN ON MOSQUE
BLAST THAT KILLED 100

Muscat - The Sultanate of
Oman has expressed its
condolences to the
government and people of
the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan, as well as
families of the victims of a
suicide bombing that
targeted a mosque in the
city of Peshawar and killed
100 people.

It also wished the
injured a speedy recovery.
In a statement issued by
the Foreign Ministry,
Oman iterated its firm
stance in condemning all
forms of violence and
terrorism.

IPO-bound Abraj, EDO sign
deal for oil and gas services

Rayan al Sulaimani on
dressing Queen Bey

Cases referred to Public
Prosecution up 14.5%

Total cases 32,277
Felonies 1,378
Eeferred to courts 19,558
Suspects 40,113
Murder cases 13

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The number of criminal cases re-
ceived by the Public Prosecution
rose to 32,277 in 2022, an in-
crease of 14.5 per cent compared
to 2021. Of these, cases of
bounced cheques topped the list,
while 13 murders were reported
in 2022.

Presiding over an annual press
conference, H E Nasr bin Khamis
al Sawai, Public Prosecutor, said,
“Bounced cheques topped the
criminal cases of 2022, increas-
ing by 14.9 per cent.”

This was followed by cases of
violating the Residence Law, the
Labour Law, cases related to nar-
cotics and psychotropic sub-
stances, information technology
crimes, violations of the Con-
sumer Protection Law, violations
of human freedom and dignity,
cases of theft and extortion of
money, fraud, and traffic viola-
tions.

About the murders witnessed
in Oman last year, H E Sawai
said, “A working group has been

Though the number of murders in
2021 and 2022 remained constant at
13, the murders are deeply concern-
ing, particularly the use of knives

DR AHMED BIN SAEED AL SHUKAILI

formed by the Ministry of Social
Development, in cooperation
with the Public Prosecution, to
study each murder case sepa-
rately, and work is under way."
Though the number of mur-
dersin 2021 and 2022 remained
constant at 13, Dr Ahmed bin
Saeed al Shukaili, Assistant Pub-
lic Prosecutor, pointed out that
the murders are deeply concern-
ing, particularly the use of knives
or 'white arms' in these crimes.

The Public Prosecution is liaising
with the authorities concerned to
investigate the causes.

H E Sawai informed that
30,543 cases of juvenile delin-
quency were reported last year,
14.7 per cent higher than 2021,
while the number of felonies rose
9.8 per cent to 1,378.

The number of cases reported
to the Public Funds and Money
Laundering Department dropped
to 43 last year, and RO12,418,971

was recovered.

Muscat governorate recorded
13,155 criminal cases - 40.8 per
cent of the total reported and the
highest in the country - while
Musandam recorded the lowest
number of cases - 188 or 0.6 per
cent of the total.

The Public Prosecutor said
that the body achieved a com-
pletion rate of 97 per cent of the
cases referred to it in 2022. It re-
ferred 19,558 cases to desig-
nated courts and reserved 11,687
cases.

The number of registered sus-
pects rose to 40,113 - 15 per cent
higher than 2021 - and expatri-
ate suspects constituted 42.3
per cent of the total number of
accused persons.

First Middle East
semiconductor
summit on Feb 22

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Muscat will host the Middle
East's first International Semicon-
ductor Executive Summit on Feb-
ruary 22 to 23, the Ministry of Tr-
ansport, Communications and In-
formation Technology (MTCIT)
announced on Tuesday.

A statement issued by MTCIT
said that a number of CEOs of
companies working in the field of
semiconductors and electronic
chips from across the world, in-
cluding Aspeed, Applied Materi-
als and Westerwood Global, and
several experts and specialists in
the field will participate in the
summit.

‘The summit aims to shed light
on the sultanate as an economi-
cally and technologically sound
destination that attracts invest-
ments, besides enhancing efforts
to localise technology.’

About the summit, H E Dr Ali
bin Amer al Shidhani, Undersec-
retary for Communications and
Information  Technology in
MTCIT, said, “The organisation
of this summit is realisation of the
directives of the National Pro-
gramme for Digital Economy and
keeps pace with the sultanate’s
direction to achieve the goals of
Oman Vision 2040 to develop a
digital economy.”

He added that the summit will
attract investments in the com-
munications and information

The summit will
attract investments
in the communica-
tions and informa-
tion technology
sector

HEDRALI AL SHIDHANI

technology sector, as well as fa-
cilitate establishment of projects
in the sultanate, which in turn will
enhance economic diversification
and contribute to enhancing the
gross domestic product.

“We invite companies in this
sector to participate in the sum-
mit and benefit from the experts
and working papers presented,”
said H E Shidhani.

He informed that the sultanate
was chosen to hold the summit
because of its strategic location
and its infrastructure. “The sul-
tanate is moving towards diversi-
fying its economy by promoting
industries related to modern
technologies.”

Airport passengers rise 126%

Our Correspondent
Muscat

International flights at Oman'’s
airports rose to 57,939 till Nove-
mber 2022, an increase of 134.5
per cent compared to 24,710
flights in the same period in 2021.

Data released by the National
Centre for Statistics and informa-
tion (NCSI) shows an increase in
the number of international and
domestic flights and passengers
arriving and departing through
the airports of the sultanate until
the end November 2022.

The figures show that the
number of arrivals at Omani air-
ports recorded an increase of 142
per cent and departures rose 111
per cent, while the total number
of passengers - arrivals, depar-
tures and transit - rose 126.2 per
cent to 8,764,286 in the T
months of 2022 from 3,874,038
in the same period in 2021.

The number of departing pas-
sengers from Muscat Interna-
tional Airport rose 140.3 per cent
to 3,218,666 in the 11 months of
2022 from 1,339,185 in the corre-
sponding period of 2021. Interna-
tional arrivals at Muscat airport
rose 189 per cent till November
2022 to 3,470,363 from
1,200,527 in the corresponding
period of 2021.

The number of departing in-
ternational flights at Muscat air-

port in the same period in 2022
went up 130.7 per cent to 26,903
from 11,661 in 2021, while the
number of international flights ar-
riving rose 131 per cent to 26,890
from 11,642 in 2021.

The statistics also show that
Salalah Airport recorded an in-
crease of 73.8 per cent in the
number of international and do-
mestic flights to 7,940 till No-
vember 2022, carrying 1,30,829
passengers.

Saudi Arabia launches new free
stopover visa for 96 hours

Riyadh - Saudi Arabia has an-
nounced the launch of a new
stopover visa allowing passen-
gers to stay in the country for up
to 96 hours.

The free-of-charge visa is
open to a wider number of coun-
tries than the historic tourism
eVisa and is Saudi's latest move
to make the destination more ac-
cessible.

In Q1 2023, airline capacity
into Saudi Arabia is expected to
grow by over 65 per cent com-
pared to the same period in 2022
when four of the top ten busiest
international routes were to or
from Saudi Arabia.

Travellers will also be able
to use the stopover visa to per-

form the Umrah ritual. Spiritual
travellers can book flights
through the Saudi Arabian na-
tional carrier SAUDIA and
the country’s low-cost airline fly-
nas, but must also register for
Umrah through the Nusuk plat-
form.

Stopover visa holders will be
eligible for a complimentary one-
night hotel stay during the
stopover when booking through
SAUDIA.

To help visitors make the
most of their stopover, custom
24, 48, 72 and 96-hour itiner-
aries have been developed to
inspire visitors to stroll thr-
ough Jeddah's Al Balad, or visit
the Al Turaif district in Diri-

yah, one of Saudi's six
UNESCO World Heritage Sites,
a press release stated.

The stopover visa application
will be automatically available
through the airline booking plat-
forms for all passengers travel-
ling to their final destination on
SAUDIA or flynas airlines.

A stopover can be made
through any airport in Saudi.
For many, the application
process can be completed in
under three minutes and can be
applied for up to 90 days before
travel.

The stopover visa will con-
tribute to Saudi's vision of reach-
ing 100mn visits annually by
2030.
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Our Correspondent
Muscat

A family outing these days
wouldn't be complete without
visiting Naseem Garden, consid-
ered one of the most important
venues of the ongoing Muscat
Nights.

A Muscat Municipality official
told Muscat Daily that events in

the garden are designed in a way
that every visitor has something
of interest to him or her.

“The consumer exhibition in
Naseem Garden is one of the
most important attractions for
visitors, both Omani families and
residents. It presents more than
50 stores of Omani productive
families and 80 small and
medium enterprises selling all

kinds of clothes, accessories and
silverware,” the official said.

He informed that the exhibi-
tion includes Yemeni, Syrian and
Turkish products, such as Arabic
spices, natural honey and handi-
crafts that these countries are fa-
mous for.

For others, especially children,
the garden offers a variety of
shows and activities. “I came

with my children to take pictures
in the main open theatre where
acrobatic performances are
held,” Ahmed al Hashemi, a visi-
tor at the garden, told Muscat
Daily.

He added, "I liked the cartoon
show called 'Greetings from
Madagascar'. The characters are
really funny. My children also en-
joyed entering the Madagascar

Fun, entertainment
at Naseem Garden

Forest - fo

free - and ta

ing the most
beautiful pictures.”

Khalid al Balushi, an-
other citizen who was visiting
from Amerat, said, "My children
loved the ice cream corner. We
also saw a fire show, but the car-
toon characters roaming around
the garden were one of the key

ittractions  for
y children. They
took photos with the
characters to remem-

ber their time at the event.”
However, Balushi felt that the
festival is ending too soon. “I
hope the authorities extend the
festival period to a month next
time. Children love the atmos-
phere of fun and entertainment.”

Nasser al Hosni, who came to
enjoy the live shows, said,
“Naseem Garden has all the ac-
tivities that all members of a
family can enjoy - shopping, fun
and entertainment activities, and
children’s electronic games. My
children enjoyed the children's
films and Indian films screened in
the open-air cinema in the gar-
den.”

Turtle population in Oman
on the decline, says ESO

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman'’s sea turtle population is
on the decline, according to Envi-
ronment Society of Oman (ESO).

In a statement, ESO said that
its work to clear abandoned fish-
ing gear and other debris from
important nesting beaches on
Masirah Island, ahead of nesting
season, is an important part of its
annual calendar. ‘Since 2017, we
have cleared 685 tonnes of de-
bris from these beaches. It's a
huge challenge that our team is
ready for.'

Every year, the society organ-
ises net removal campaigns on
Masirah Island. ‘Entanglement in
abandoned fishing nets is a major
threat to nesting adults and
hatchlings,’ it stated.

The Environment Authority
(EA) recently stated that it re-
moved around 70 tonnes of ma-
rine debris from turtle beaches in
South Shargiyah in 2022.

The authority organised sev-
eral campaigns and programmes

to preserve beaches in the gover-
norate, which are famous for tur-
tle nesting. It also continues to
introduce new measures to pro-
tect sea turtles, which swim to
Omani shores every year to nest.

Last November, EA launched
the second phase of a project to
track turtles via satellites.

The project aims to enhance
data to study the nesting behav-
iour and natural habitat of sea

(Supplied photo)

turtles. Five tracking devices were
fitted in turtles in the Ras al Jinz
area to monitor threats during
their migration and the environ-
mental risks to the creatures and
their natural habitat.

The project will track a num-
ber of green turtles in Ras al Hadd
Reserve and combine local and
international efforts to apply the
best practices in protecting sea
turtles.

Mol conducts job tests,
interviews in Dhofar

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Labour (Mol)
conducted tests and personal in-
terviews for Omani jobseekers to
fill vacancies in various govern-
ment agencies in Dhofar on
Tuesday.

In a statement, Mol said,
‘Tests and personal interviews
were conducted for job openings
in some government agencies in
Dhofar on January 31.

Meanwhile, the ministry, rep-
resented by the Directorate Gen-

(Supplied photo)

eral of Labour Welfare, con-
ducted an inspection and ar-
rested 22 expat workers for
violating the Labour Law in vari-
ous parts of the sultanate.

Legal measures have been
taken against the violators.

Four citizens arrested for
stealing electric cables

Muscat - Royal Oman Police
has arrested four citizens for
stealing electric cables in
North Batinah. The Criminal
Investigation Department, led

by North Batinah Gover-
norate Police, arrested the
four for stealing cables from
work sites belonging to elec-
tricity distribution companies.
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PDO announces social investment
initiatives valued at US$2.1mn

Muscat - Petroleum Develop-
ment Oman (PDO) has commit-
ted to support a host of new
projects valued at more than
US$2.1mn, which will benefit
communities and boost sustain-
able development across the sul-
tanate.

The initiatives include com-
mitments in the key areas of
health, community infrastructure
development as well as enhanc-
ing the education sector.

Ten memorandums of collab-
oration (MoCs) confirming these
commitments were signed on
Tuesday at an official ceremony
held under the auspices of H E
Sheikh Rashid bin Ahmed al
Shamsi, Undersecretary of Min-
istry of Social Development.

To enhance the availability of
high-quality medical services
across Oman, PDO signed an
agreement with the Ministry of
Health to fund the construction of

an emergency and accidents unit
in Magshan Health Centre.

To encourage the adoption of
sports and healthy lifestyles in
Oman, PDO is funding the con-
struction of a 2km walkway with
planted trees and solar lights in
Izki, which will benefit 60,000

people.

In line with the company's
commitment to boost the educa-
tion sector within its concession
area, PDO signed agreements to
construct two science labs in the
schools of Abu Mudhabi and
Shumookh in Haima and Dugm

(Supplied photo)

and to fund the construction of a
sports hall in Mawred School in
Adam. More than 1,000 students
in the three schools will benefit
from these facilities.

At the signing of the MoCs,
Abdul-Amir bin Abdul-Hussein al
Ajmi, External Affairs and Value

Creation Director at PDO, said,
"We are thrilled to kick off the
year by following PDO's long-
standing practice of supporting
local communities through in-
vestments in sustainable devel-
opment projects. This is just the
first of many initiatives we will
take up this year to create a bet-
ter future for our communities.”

PDO has also signed two
agreements for Magshan, one to
provide funding for the purchase
of vehicles for the Environment
Authority in the wilayat and an-
other to provide additional fund-
ing for three public majlises in the
area.

Additionally, PDO signed
agreements to support four
NGOs - lhsan Association in
South Batinah, Omani Women's
Association, Al Noor Association
for the Blind in Nizwa, and the
Omani Association for the Hear-
ing Impaired.

Symposium held to support rural women

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Agriculture, Fish-
eries and Water Resources, in co-
operation with Oman Develop-
ment Bank, held a symposium to
support rural  women in
Dakhliyah on Tuesday. The sym-
posium was held under the aus-
pices of Mohammed Khamis al
Husseini, Member of Maijlis
A'Shura representing Samail.
Badr bin Abdullah al Siyabi, Di-
rector of Directorate General of
Agricultural Wealth and Water
Resources in Dakhliyah, said,
“The symposium aimed to

BADR AL SIYABI

spread awareness on the impor-
tance of products made by rural
women under the Rifi pro-
gramme.”

Rifi is a financing programme
for rural women launched in 2021

by the Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Water Resources
and Oman Development Bank.

“The symposium also aimed
to support and encourage the
culture of entrepreneurship
among women in rural areas,
boost women's capabilities in the
production, manufacturing and
marketing sectors, and enhance
their role in developing the econ-
omy of the rural community,”
Siyabi said.

Rifi targets facilitating around
800 women entrepreneurs. The
cost of the programme is more
than RO12mn. The bank expects
to provide funding of about

RO10mn in the next five years.

The programme aims to en-
able women who are looking to
launch agricultural and livestock
projects and to benefit from the
incentives and packages pro-
vided by the ministry and easy
funding from the bank.

The programme also aims to
localise advanced agricultural in-
dustries, enhance and increase
the contribution of rural women's
projects to the GDP, increase fa-
cilities for rural self-employment,
develop the agricultural sector,
and facilitate access to finance
for women entrepreneurs in agri-
cultural work.

SQUH team
performs rare
surgery

Our Correspondent
Muscat

A pediatric surgery team at Sul-
tan Qaboos University Hospital
(SQUH) has performed a proce-
dure which is the first of its kind
in the sultanate.

The team succeeded in trans-
planting the ureters in a one-
year-old girl through a medical
endoscope.

Dr Zainab bint Nasser al
Balushi, Deputy Director General
of SQUH for Medical Affairs and
head of the medical team, said
the child was suffering from fre-
quent urinary infections and re-
flux of urine from the ureters.
Following investigations, the
team discovered a weakness in
the left kidney.

The operation took about four
hours, and the case was followed
up for five days thereafter until
the patient was discharged in
good health.

The operation is rare; few
medical centres perform this
type of procedure.

TIMINGS
Fajr 5.30am
Sunrise 6.48am
Duhr 12.25pm
Asr 3.35pm
Maghrib 5.57pm
Isha 7.10pm

Maritime festival
in Sur from Feb 3

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Heritage and
Tourism (MHT), in cooperation
with the Office of the Governor of
South Shargiyah and a number of
government agencies, will organ-
ise the Maritime Heritage Festi-
val from February 3 to 19 in Sur.

The festival will be sponsored
by Oman India Fertiliser Com-
pany (OMIFCO) and Oman LNG.

In a statement, MHT said, ‘The
festival aims to introduce and
promote Oman'’s maritime her-
itage and to stimulate tourism in
the governorate.’

The festival will present a
number of activities, including
events at the Maritime Heritage
Village, which will tell the story
of the maritime heritage that Sur
is famous for. The maritime vil-
lage will also have a corner ded-
icated to handicrafts related to
maritime heritage, folklore sem-

inars, a café, a theatre for recre-
ational and cultural events and
activities, and folk games and
performances of marine-related
arts.

One of the major attractions of
the festival will be a simulation
presentation of a traditional sea
voyage reflecting the historical
journeys of Omani ships to and
from the sultanate's ports.

A food carnival allowing visi-
tors to explore famous Omani
dishes, with a focus on fresh, lo-
cally sourced seafood, will reflect
the richness of the marine wealth
of Sur.

Other programmes on the fes-
tival agenda include activities
such as windsurfing, sailing, a
fishing competition, a seminar on
maritime heritage, a traditional
boat race, traditional Omani
sports, and kite flying.

The festival will offer tourists
opportunities to visit a number of
ancient sites in Sur.

MUSCAT MUNICIPALITY

Advertisement No. 6 /2023

Muscat Municipality invites interested companies to the following bidding :

Serial Bidding No. Bidding description |Document | Deadline | Deadline for| Deadline
fee for obtain- | jpquires for
ing bidding | ¢,pmission |Submission
docs.
Investment of Plot
1 AB/02/2023 Number (90) at Al-Hail 1,500/-
Wilyat Al-Seeb OMR 30/04/2023 | 20/04/2023 | 01/05/2023

Registered companies with Muscat Municipality which are Specialized in above bid are

invited to participate as per the following procedures:

1. Company registertion with Muscat Municipality have to be valid as per note number one below, to be able to get the bid
document.
2. 1. Pay the specified document fee for the requested bid via bank deposit to Muscat Municipality's Bank account as
follows:
Bank Muscat 0423010702710024

3. A copy of the transaction's receipt MUST be send to the following e-mail (MM.PC@mm.gov.om), provided with the
company data (name and bid number, delegate name ,office phone number, mobile number, email address approved by
the company and commerical registration number of the company).

4. The tender document will be provided to the company via email.

5. 2:00 PM on the above mentioned dates, is the last timing for obtaining Bidding Documents. Any bid's document request
reciveid after the specified time will not be considered, even if the fee of the document is paid.

Submitted offers must be accompanied with a bond mentioned in the tender document valid for a period not less than (90) days
issued by any local bank in Oman addressed to Muscat Municipality. Bidding that do not meet the required bond will not be

accepted.

Documents must be enclosed in a plain closed envelope (without any company information) and drop in the box located in
Third floor at Directorate General of Quantity Surveying and Contracts in Muscat Municipality, Head Office, Darsait.

NOTES:

1. Companies which are not registed in Muscat Municipality or their registeration has been expaired shall register through
the municipality's website (Www.mm.gov.om). For technical support, please contact Muscat Municpality throngh email

(crm@mm.gov.om).

2. If the bidders have any inquiries regarding the scope of the work, they have to send their inquiries through the following
e-mail (MM.PC@mm.gov.om)

3. 10:00 AM on the above submission mentioned dates, is the last timing for receving bids. Offers submitted after the
above mentioned date & time shall not be accepted for any reason.

4. Muscat Municipality has the right to accept or reject any offer without assigning any reason.

Website: www.mm.gov.om
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WATCH
MSX30 4,703.38
Sensex 59,549.90
RATES

(RO1 equals)

Indian 212.61
Pakistan 696.93
Bangladesh 277.60
Philippines 142.28
Sri Lanka 955.68

*Rates as on January 31
Source: xe.com

UAE’s digital
economy seen
reaching $140bn
by 2031

Dubai Chamber of Digital
Economy, one of three
chambers operating under
Dubai Chambers, has
released a report detailing
plans to boost the emirate's
digital economy.

The report projects the
national digital economy will
reach US$140bn in 2031 from
US$38bn today.

The study highlights the
importance of the chamber's
efforts and collaboration with
stakeholders to establish
Dubai as the next digital
economy capital of the world.
The report outlines Dubai's
digital economy startups and
the emirate's position as a
future digital capital.

The Chamber's plans
include attracting 300 digital
startups and 100 tech experts
to Dubai by 2024, improving
laws and policies, organising
a conference, promoting
digital transformation, and
enhancing the business
environment to attract global
digital firms.

IPO-bound Abraj, EDO sign
deal for oil and gas services

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman's largest drilling contrac-
tor Abraj Energy Services - which
plans to go public soon - has
signed a memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) with Energy De-
velopment Oman (EDO) to
develop services related to oil
and gas extraction operations.

The partnership will see Abraj
provide an expanded range of
services to EDO's affiliates, in-
cluding Petroleum Development
Oman (PDO), further strength-
ening the long-standing relation-
ship between the two entities.

The agreement was signed by
Eng Saif Said al Hamhami, CEO
of Abraj Energy Services and Eng
Mazin Rashid al Lamki, CEO of
EDO, according to an Oman
News Agency report.

With the aim to ensure the
long-term sustainable security
and supply of energy-related
services in Oman, the collabora-
tion serves to boost the contribu-
tion of national drilling champion
Abraj to the country's oilfield
services sector, as well as en-
couraging the implementation of
alternative energy solutions.

Abraj - which is an indirectly
wholly-owned subsidiary of
Oman's global integrated energy
group OQ - recently announced
its intention to proceed with an
initial public offering (IPO) in
February and listing on the Mus-
cat Stock Exchange in March.

0Q (the selling shareholder)

The agreement was signed by Eng Saif al Hamhami (right), CEO of Abraj Energy Services and Eng Mazin al

Lamki, CEO of EDO (ONA)

intends to offer up to 49 per
cent of Abraj's share capital in
the IPO. The offer represents
the divestment of shares cur-
rently held by the selling share-
holder. After the IPO, a
minimum of 51 per cent share-
holding will continue to be indi-
rectly held by OQ.

Abraj's listing on the Muscat
Stock Exchange will provide in-
vestors with access to one of
Oman's leading onshore oil and

gas field services providers,
with a wide service offering in-
cluding drilling, workover and
well services.

As per Abraj's latest an-
nouncement, the subscription
period for its proposed IPO is
expected to commence in Feb-
ruary, after receiving the re-
quired approval from the
Capital Market Authority.

Abraj is the leading and
largest drilling contractor in

Oman by contracted operating
drilling rigs, with 29 per cent
market share. The company op-
erates one of the youngest rig
fleets in the MENA region with
a sizeable rig fleet comprising
25 drilling rigs and 5 workover
rigs.

Abraj is a regional pioneer in
using integrated hydraulic frac-
turing services to further the
development of unconventional
deep tight oil and gas in Oman.

Maha Energy signs
operating pact with
Maftraq for Block 70

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Upstream oil and gas company
Maha Energy, through its wholly-
owned subsidiary Maha Energy
(Oman) Ltd and Mafraq Energy
have entered into a joint operat-
ing agreement (JOA) for Block
70 in Oman.

The signature of the JOA,
alongside the Omani govern-
mental approval ratified by Royal
Decree 74/2022 and other rele-
vant procedures, marks the sat-
isfaction of all conditions
precedent required for the con-
clusion of the assignment of
Maha Energy's 35 per cent work
interest to Mafraq Energy, as
provided in the relevant farmout
agreement signed by the parties
in August 2022.

Maha Energy and Mafraq En-
ergy will address the post-trans-
fer obligations moving forward.
Maha is the Operator of Block
70, with 65 per cent sharehold-
ing interest.

The agreements require

Mafrag Energy to reimburse
Maha Energy for their prorated
share of all past costs, including
the signature bonus required
under the relevant agreement
with the government. Mafraq
Energy will also be required to
pay its share of all future expen-
ditures on Block 70.

In a press statement, Paulo
Mendonca, Maha Energy's CEO
said, "We are proud to have fi-
nalised yet another major mile-
stone in what is to be a great
partnership. Maha is moving for-
ward to commence the testing
aiming for fast production of
Block 70 and having Mafraq En-
ergy as its local partner with
competent and experienced
Omani team, bringing knowl-
edge of the local market to the
operations.”

Talal al Subhi, director of
Mafraq Energy, said, ‘This part-
nership is a true embodiment of
enhancing the In-Country Value
content of Block 70. The focus
now is to collaborate to kick off
the production testing stage.”

Orascom appoints Lawati
as new CEO of Muriya

Muscat - Orascom Develop-
ment Holding on Tuesday an-
nounced the appointment of
Wael al Lawati as the new chief
executive officer of Muriya
Tourism Development, including
the award-winning destinations
Jebel Sifah and Hawana Salalah.

In support of Orascom Devel-
opment's ambition to be a pre-
eminent, multi-national
developer, Lawati will be respon-
sible for setting the business
agenda for the group’s Oman
destinations, including leading
the overall strategy in alignment
with Orascom Development's
strategy, facilitating delivery
against the annual business
plans and instilling best practices
throughout these destinations.

In addition, he will be an inte-
gral member of Orascom Devel-
opment'’s executive committee,
reporting directly to the group
CEO Omar el Hamamsy.

In a press release, Hamamsy
said, “l am pleased to welcome

Wael al Lawati

Wael al Lawati as our new CEO
of Muriya and leading our desti-
nations in Oman. | am confident
that Wael will bring a unique
perspective and strong track of
delivering results to our team.
His passion for the industry and
ability to lead a team will open a
new chapter of growth for our
Oman destinations, Jebel Sifah
and Hawana Salalah.”

Lawati brings a wealth of ex-
perience and proven track record
of delivering results in tourism,
real estate, and other sectors. As
a seasoned Omani national, he

has held several other leadership
positions including CEO of Oman
Tourism Development Company
(OMRAN) and founder of The
Wave Muscat (Al Mouj). More
recently, he served as chief oper-
ating officer for a real estate ad-
visory and spearheaded
international growth at DAMAC
Properties. Additionally, Lawati
was a board member of Muriya
between 2008 and 2015.
Commenting on his appoint-
ment as CEO of Muriya, Lawati
said, “l am excited to be joining
the Orascom Development team
and leading its Oman portfolio of
destinations. Jebel Sifah and
Hawana Salalah are among the
largest integrated tourism desti-
nations in Oman, committed to
benefiting the local community
and contributing to the develop-
ment of Oman. | believe we have
an exciting future in front of us as
we capture growth opportunities
in Oman and deliver value for our
customers and partners.”

5 startups selected for CBO's Fintech
Accelerator powered by Omantel

Muscat - The Central Bank of
Oman (CBO) and Omantel, the
leading provider of integrated
telecommunication services in
the sultanate, have joined hands
to deliver a six-month accelera-
tor program dedicated to nurtur-
ing and empowering Fintech
start-ups.

The accelerator program
seeks to support innovative Fin-
tech startups through the chal-
lenges of the highly competitive
Fintech industry through men-
torship, training, networking, and
fundraising support.

The program targets promis-
ing, high-potential local start-ups
with Fintech solutions in debt-
based crowdfunding, buy now
pay later, microfinancing and
ROSCA system, a rotating sav-
ings and association system.

The five startups selected for
the accelerator are Al-Jumaeiah,
an application that helps create,
manage and organise different
jamaeiahs (groups) on a single

platform; Hal Capital, a Sharia-
compliant embedded Fintech of-
fering alternative financing
products and services to SMEs
and individuals; TasHeel Finan-
cial Solutions that provides finan-
cial ease to clients through a Buy
Now Pay Later solution; Wadiaa,
an equity-based crowdfunding
and peer-to-peer lending solu-
tion for start-ups and SMEs; and
Zumr Fintech which provides
micro financing opportunities by
encouraging the habit of saving.

H H Sayyida Ghada al Said,
senior manager, Omantel Inno-
vation Labs, said “It has been a

pleasure to work with the Central
Bank of Oman to create a valu-
able Fintech program for the
local startup ecosystem that
combines the expertise of
Omantel and CBO. The partner-
ship leverages our shared vision
and strengths to contribute to
the growth of Fintech startups in
the country and we look forward
to doing our part in accelerating
these promising start-ups.”
Ghada al Kharusi, acting man-
ager at the innovation depart-
ment of the Central Bank of
Oman, said, “Fintech is vital to
the future of Oman's financial

sector, and we are committed to
supporting Fintech startups in
the country. We are delighted to
be working with Omantel on this
program that we believe will be a
catalyst for accelerating Fintech
startups in Oman.”

In addition to receiving free
desk space at the Omantel Inno-
vation Labs, a 1,100 sgm facility
in the heart of the Omantel head-
quarters at Madinat Al Irfan, the
selected startups will also gain
access to a network of over
100,000 investors, corporates
and mentors and will be eligible
for perks.

BP cuts oil demand outlook on Ukraine war

London, UK - The worldwide
transition away from fossil fuels
could be accelerated by the
Ukraine-Russia war, British en-
ergy giant BP forecast on Mon-
day.

Its assessment in the group's
annual energy outlook, comes as
oil and gas majors seek to rein-
vent themselves as greener
companies by investing in re-
newables.

"The increased focus on en-
ergy security as a result of the
Russia-Ukraine war has the po-
tential to accelerate the energy
transition," BP said in its report.

This "as countries seek to in-
crease access to domestically

produced energy, much of which
is likely to come from renew-
ables and other non-fossil fuels”,
it added.

BP forecast worldwide energy
consumption to drop 2.3 per
cent by 2035 compared with its

forecast a year ago, owing to
falls for both oil and gas demand
caused additionally by economic
weakness.

BP stressed, however, that
"oil continues to play a major
role in the global energy system
for the next 15-20 years".

Under its most optimistic
scenario, the firm sees carbon
dioxide emissions peaking this
decade, and dropping 30 per
cent from 2019 levels by 2050.

Reacting to the report, Philip
Evans, climate campaigner for
Greenpeace UK, welcomed BP's
expectations of greater moves
towards the use of renewables.

"But the main message of

these scenarios, and all credible
energy scenarios, is that the
world is not even close to meet-
ing the targets" set out by the
Paris Agreement on cutting car-
bon emissions.

The 2015 Paris Agreement
seeks to limit global warming to
1.5 degrees Celsius and reach
net zero emissions by mid-cen-
tury.

"We urgently need greater in-
tervention and investment from
government to catch up with our
rapidly changing climate," he
told AFP.

Evans said that meant "ruling
out new oil and gas production".
AFP

CMA imposes penalty on Aman REIF

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Capital Market Authority
(CMA) has imposed a penalty
on Aman Real Estate Investment
Fund (Aman REIF) for breaching
the provisions of Article 61of the
Regulation for Real Estate Invest-
ment Funds for failure to disclose
the resolution of the general
meeting via the Muscat Stock
Exchange website.

Article 61 of the regulation
stipulates that the resolutions
of the general meeting must be
disclosed via the stock ex-
change's website before the
trading session on the first trad-
ing day after the date of the

general meeting.

In a statement, the CMA em-
phasised that all regulated enti-
ties must comply with the
regulations to ensure fairness,
equality and protection for all
the parties dealing in the secu-
rities sector.

The market regulator noted
that the disclosure is a key prin-

ciple of the securities markets
and an important benchmark
for measuring the efficiency of
the security and the market.

The CMA said it is con-
cerned with providing timely
quarterly and material informa-
tion of the issuers of securities
coupled with soundness and
accuracy for all the consumers.

'The disclosure process
through the Muscat Stock Ex-
change website, as central point
for dissemination of issuers’ in-
formation, provides fairness for
the consumers and boosts the
level of confidence of investors
in the Omani capital market to
attract foreign and local capital,’
the CMA said.
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IMF lifts 2023 global growth forecast

Washington, US - Global growth
is set to be higher than expected
this year, the IMF said Monday,
raising its forecast on surpris-
ingly strong consumption and in-
vestment while China's lifting of
zero-Covid restrictions provides
another boost.

World growth has been
bogged down by fallout from
Russia's invasion of Ukraine last
year, economic downturns and
efforts to rein in spiraling costs of
living.

Against this backdrop, the In-
ternational Monetary Fund ex-
pects the global economy to
expand 2.9 per cent this year,
slowing from 2022 to a rate that
remains weak by historical stan-
dards.

But "adverse risks have mod-
erated" since last October's fore-
cast, said the IMF in the latest
update to its World Economic
Outlook report.

"The year ahead will still be
challenging... but it could well
represent a turning point with
growth bottoming out and infla-

tion declining," IMF chief econo-
mist Pierre-Olivier Gourinchas
told reporters.

In particular, the IMF sees
Germany and ltaly avoiding re-
cessions this year, shifting from
earlier predictions, as European
growth proved "more resilient
than expected" despite shocks
from war in Ukraine.

And the fund does not expect
global GDP to shrink, with Gour-
inchas noting "we're well away
from any sort of global recession
marker."

While the outlook has not
worsened this time around, there
are still challenges to overcome
to reach sustainable recovery, he
said.

Surprising resilience
Most advanced economies are
expected to slow this year, driv-
ing the global growth decline,
said the IMF. Yet, many coun-
tries have shown surprising re-
silience.

"The forecast of low growth in
2023 reflects the rise in central

IMF's Pierre-Olivier Gourinchas (left) and Daniel Leigh (right) attend a press briefing for the World Economy

Outlook update in Singapore on Tuesday (AFP)

bank rates to fight inflation - es-
pecially in advanced economies
- as well as the war in Ukraine,"
the IMF said.

But although US growth is
projected to fall to 1.4 per cent in
2023 and euro area growth is set
to slump to 0.7 per cent, both fig-
ures reflect upward revisions

from last October.

"Economic growth proved
surprisingly resilient in the third
quarter of last year, with strong
labor markets, robust household
consumption, and also business
investment," said Gourinchas.

Countries adapted better than
expected to the energy crisis in

Europe too, he added, with the
region seeing lower-than-
anticipated gas prices and having
enough resources to make short-
ages unlikely this winter.
Inflation has shown signs of
decreasing globally as well, and
China's reopening holds the
promise of a rapid rebound in the

country's economic activity,
Gourinchas said.

The world's second-biggest
economy has in the past con-
tributed up to 40 per cent of
global growth, IMF chief
Kristalina Georgieva previously
noted.

This year, its growth is pegged
at 5.2 per cent - 0.8 points more
than earlier expected - on
"rapidly improving mobility" after
it abruptly ended its zero-Covid
policy in December.

But the United Kingdom saw
a significant downgrade to its
growth forecast, and is now seen
to contract 0.6 per cent this year.

This comes as high energy
prices hurt households and busi-
nesses, while tighter monetary
policy weighs on economic activ-
ity.

'Not yet won'
Despite a rosier outlook, the IMF
warned of numerous risks on the
horizon.

An escalation of war in
Ukraine could impact food and

energy prices, and China's recov-
ery might stall on a deepening
real estate crisis or severe Covid
outbreaks - due to low popula-
tion immunity and insufficient
hospital capacity.

Stubborn inflation could also
prompt further tightening by
central banks and hold back
business activity as borrowing
costs rise.

"The fight against inflation is
not yet won," Gourinchas said.

Overall inflation may have
peaked, but the "core" calcula-
tion which strips out the volatile
food and energy components re-
mains well above pre-pandemic
levels in most economies.

Even as tighter monetary pol-
icy starts to cool demand and
lower inflation, the IMF warned
its "full impact is unlikely to be
realized before 2024."

There could be favorable sur-
prises, such as if consumption
remains solid or inflation falls
without sparking a rise in unem-
ployment.

AFP

Large investors pull Adani's $2.5bn
share sale through after stock rout

Mumbai, India - Adani Group's
ambitious share sale exceeded its
subscription targets Tuesday ina
relief for the Indian conglomerate,
which is reeling from allegations
of "brazen" corporate fraud that
wiped more than US$65bn off its
value.

The success of India's biggest
follow-on public offer (FPO) is the
first reprieve in a horror week for
the sprawling business empire of
Gautam Adani - still Asia's richest
man despite a bruising US$36bn
hit to his personal fortune.

Large institutional investors
swooped in on the offer's final
day, even as some of the firm's
listed companies were ham-
mered in trade and smaller retail
investors steered clear.

"Thank you for the support
provided in making the Adani
FPO a success during the most
unprecedented and challenging
times," a public relations repre-
sentative for the conglomerate
said in a statement.

The US$2.5bn share offer was
112 per cent subscribed by Tues-
day afternoon, driven by corpo-
rate institutions, foreign funds and
other large investors.

But retail investors bid for only
12 per cent of their category, de-
spite additional discounts, imped-
ing Adani's plans to expand his
shareholder base and invite "the
average, normal Indian mom and

dad as shareholders".

Shares in flagship Adani Enter-
prises closed 3.35 per cent higher
on Tuesday but remained well
below the 3,112-3,276 rupees
price range set for the FPO, mak-
ing them cheaper to buy on the
open market.

Adani Transmission, Adani
Green Energy and Adani Ports
closed 3.73, 3.06 and 2.67 per
cent higher respectively.

But Adani Total Gas saw an-
other day of dramatic falls with

trading halted for another session
after diving 10 per cent in the
morning.

The natural gas distribution
company - of which France's To-
talEnergies owns 37.4 per cent -
has lost 45 per cent in market
value over the past week.

Adani Power and Adani
Wilmar also hit their circuit
breakers after falling five per cent
each.

Founder Adani, 60, was the
world's third-richest person last

week but has now slipped to
eighth place on Forbes' real-time
global rich list.

The slump in Adani stocks
began after US investment group
Hindenburg Research last week
alleged a "brazen stock manipu-
lation and accounting fraud
scheme over the course of
decades".

Adani said it was the victim of
a "maliciously mischievous" rep-
utational attack and on Sunday is-
sued a 413-page statement that it
said rebutted Hindenburg's
claims.

Dubbing Hindenburg the
"Madoffs of Manhattan" - a refer-
ence to crooked financier Bernie
Madoff - the statement said the
researchers' allegations were
"nothing but a lie".

"This is not merely an unwar-
ranted attack on any specific
company but a calculated attack
on India, the independence, in-
tegrity and quality of Indian insti-
tutions, and the growth story and
ambition of India," Adani said.

Hindenburg said in response
that "India's future is being held
back by the Adani Group, which
has draped itself in the Indian flag
while systematically looting the
nation". It added that Adani's re-
sponse only included about 30
pages focused on issues related
to its report.

AFP

IMF projects India’s growth at 6.1% in 2023

Washington, US - The Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) on
Tuesday  projected India's
growth to be 6.1 per cent in 2023
from 6.8 per cent in 2022,
though the country will remain
the fastest-growing large econ-
omy in 2023 and 2024.

The international agency on
Tuesday released the January
update of its World Economic
Outlook, according to which the
global growth is projected to fall
from an estimated 3.4 per cent in
2022 to 2.9 per cent in 2023,
then rise to 3.1 per cent in 2024.

The IMF in its note said:
"Growth in India is set to decline
from 6.8 per cent in 2022 to 6.1
per cent in 2023 before picking
up to 6.8 per cent in 2024, with
resilient domestic demand de-
spite external headwinds."

According to the report,
growth in emerging and develop-
ing Asia is expected to rise in
2023 and 2024 to 5.3 per cent

and 5.2 per cent, respectively,
after the deeper-than-expected
slowdown in 2022 to 4.3 per
cent attributable to China's
economy.

"Our growth projections actu-
ally for India are unchanged from
our October Outlook. We have
6.8 per cent growth for this cur-
rent fiscal year, which runs until
March, and then we're expecting
some slowdown to 6.1 per cent in

fiscal year 2023. And that is
largely driven by external fac-
tors," Pierre-Olivier Gourinchas,
chief economist of IMF, told re-
porters here.

According to the update,
growth in China is projected to
rise to 5.2 per cent in 2023, re-
flecting rapidly improving mobil-
ity, and to fall to 4.5 per cent in
2024 before settling at below 4
per cent over the medium term

amid declining business dy-
namism and slow progress on
structural reforms.

The IMF chief economist said,
"Overall, | want to point out that
emerging market economies on
the whole and developing
economies seem to be already
on their way up. We have a slight
increase in growth for the region
from 3.9 per cent in 2022 to 4
per cent in 2023."

The January update also said
growth in the ASEAN-5 coun-
tries (Indonesia, Malaysia, Philip-
pines, Singapore, Thailand) is
similarly projected to slow to 4.3
per cent in 2023 and then pick
up to 4.7 per cent in 2024.

"Another relevant point here
is that if we look at both China
and India together, they account
for about 50 per cent of world
growth in 2023. So a very signif-
icant contribution," Gourinchas
said.

ANI

German Finance Minister Christian Lindner (right) and EU Economy commissioner Paolo Gentiloni address

journalists in Berlin on Monday (AFP)

Eurozone dodges recession
but gloomy outlook persists

Brussels, Belgium - The eurozone
economy showed greater re-
silience than expected after
avoiding a recession in the fourth
quarter of 2022, official data
showed Tuesday, but the outlook
remained gloomy as soaring
prices dampen growth.

The single currency area's
economy recorded weak-but-
positive growth of 0.1 per cent in
the final three months of 2022,
the EU's statistics agency, Euro-
stat, said.

The figure is lower than the
0.3 per cent growth recorded in
the third quarter of 2022, but
better than forecasts of a con-
traction by economists.

"Good news: the euro area
avoided a contraction in the last
quarter of 2022," the EU's econ-
omy commissioner Paolo Gen-
tiloni said on Twitter.

"We continue to face multiple
challenges but the outlook for
this year looks a little brighter
today than in the autumn,” he
added.

The data will be welcome after
fears of a deep recession follow-
ing Russia's war in Ukraine, which

unleashed sky-high energy prices
and stoked inflation to record lev-
els.

But people's purchasing
power remains lower than before
the war as fuel bills eat into
household spending and push
European businesses to the brink.

The economy has been helped
by a mild winter, reducing the use
of gas and electricity, while
China's recent reopening and im-
proved supply chains also pro-
vided support.

'Incredible resilience'

Economists acknowledged the
worst was avoided but warned
against celebrating too early.

"The worst scenarios for this
winter have been avoided, but
the economy remains sluggish"
even if it did show "incredible re-
silience", according to ING's sen-
jor eurozone economist, Bert
Colijn.

Andrew Kenningham, chief
Europe economist at Capital Eco-
nomics, was more pessimistic,
predicting a recession in the first
half of the year.

He pointed to the intensifying

effects of the European Central
Bank's monetary policy tighten-
ing as well as households strug-
gling with the cost of living crisis
and "sluggish" external demand.

The ECB is set to continue
raising interest rates with a fresh
hike on Thursday.

Eurostat also said the single
currency area's economy grew
by 3.5 per cent in 2022 - higher
than China's at 3.0 per cent and
the United States at 2.1 per cent.

The figure for the eurozone is
better than the European Com-
mission's forecast in November
of 3.2 per cent.

The economy of the 27-nation
EU as a whole, including the
countries using the euro, grew by
3.6 per centin 2022.

The International Monetary
Fund (IMF) predicted the EU's
single currency area would grow
in 2023 by 0.7 per cent.

The IMF said on Monday Ger-
many, Europe's biggest economy,
and ltaly would avoid recessions
this year, as European growth
proved "more resilient than ex-
pected" despite the war.

AFP

IMF approves
Bangladesh
loan

Washington, US - The Interna-
tional Monetary Fund has signed
off on a US$4.7bn support loan
package for Bangladesh to help it
cope with soaring energy and
food costs that have sparked
huge protests.

Bangladesh and other South
Asian countries dependent on
fossil fuel imports were hit hard
by sharp cost-of-living increases
following Russia's invasion of
Ukraine.

AFP

“@/

SRI LANKAN COMMUNITY
SULTANATE OF OMAN

ANNOUNCEMENT

Dear Members of the Sri Lankan Community in the Sultanate of Oman
The Sri Lankan Community Social Club election for the new Board of
Directors will be held on 24" February 2023. Election nomination
forms can be collected from the General Secretary of the Sri Lankan
Community Social Club, Mr. Hisny Thaha.

All nomination forms to be submitted to the General Secretary on or
before 17-February 2023 Please contact the General Secretary of
SLCSC for further information on 96001652 or
Email: slcscmuscat@gmail.com
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Bank Muscat opens new Green Sports field

Bank Muscat, the leading finan-
cial institution in Oman, has an-
nounced the opening of the Al
Qabas Sports Team'’s field in the
wilayat of Jalan Bani Bu Ali.

The event was held under the
patronage of Sheikh Nasser Said
Salim al Sinani, Director of Cul-
ture, Sports and Youth, South
Shargiyah, in the presence of
Sami Mohammed al Kindi, re-

gional manager - South Shar-
giyah and Majed Mohammed al
Ghailani, head of the Al Qabas
Sports Team besides a number
of team members.

“Bank Muscat is delighted to
inaugurate the Al Qabas Sports
Team's Green Sports field, which
was implemented by the bank as
part of its pioneering role in
CSR,” Sami al Kindi said. “We ap-

preciate the efforts and would
like to congratulate the Al Qabas
Sports Team’'s management for
the successful the implementa-
tion of this project.”

“There is no doubt that the
new field and facilities will
greatly contribute to the team'’s
overall growth and success as
well as bring about greater com-
munity bonding. We wish them

all success for the future,” Kindi
added.

Majed al Ghailani from the Al
Qabas Sports Team thanked the
bank for the completion of the
artificial turf system.

Pointing out that the new
sports field will now be used to
organise different sports, social
and cultural activities and events,
he affirmed that the team would

continue to work hard to develop
the capabilities and talents of its
members. He also emphasised
the team management'’s keen-
ness to contribute strongly to
local sports in Oman.

The bank requested youth
sports teams interested to apply
for Green Sports assistance this
year to note that the bank will be
accepting applications for the

2023 edition of Green Sports till
February 18.

Bank Muscat's Green Sports
programme is one of the leading
CSR programmes in Oman,
which provides support to local
sports teams as part of the
bank’s efforts to develop sports
infrastructure in Omani sports
and provide green spaces
throughout Oman.

The scope of support under
the Green Sports programme in-
clude installation of artificial turf
or natural grass on sports fields,
floodlighting and water-desalina-
tion systems.

On the occasion of the pro-
gramme's tenth anniversary in
2021, the bank increased the
number of annual beneficiaries
to 20 teams annually.

Tejarah Talks to focus on
‘sustainable manufacturing’

The organisers of Tejarah Talks
first session of the year have in-
vited the manufacturers from
across Oman to attend a discus-
sion on the incorporation of en-
vironmentally friendly practices
into business operations.

The talks - on ‘Sustainable
Manufacturing: Smart Manufac-
turing’, scheduled for February
15 (7:30pm) at Zain Auditorium
in Omantel's Head Office - will
be moderated by H H Sayyid Dr
Adham al Said, managing part-
ner of The Firm.

The panel of experts includes
Harssha Shetty, CEO, lJindal
Shadeed; Mazin al Rubaiai, Mar-
keting Manager, Oman Alu-
minium Rolling Company and
Haider al Zaabi, co-founder
Mays EV.

Speaking ahead of the event,
organiser Maymuna al Adawi,
Director, Oman Business Forum
& Public Private Partnerships at
the Ministry of Commerce, In-
dustry & Investment Promotion,
said, “Today, a growing number
of Omani manufacturers are
treating sustainability as an im-
portant objective in their strat-
egy and operations to increase
growth and global competitive-
ness. In fact, this trend has gone

Maymuna al Adawi,

well beyond companies who
have traditionally positioned
themselves as green and now in-
cludes small as well as medium-
sized Omani manufacturers.”

According to Adawi, one of
the key benefits of sustainable
manufacturing is the ability to
cut energy usage and waste.

"By implementing sustainable
business practices, Omani man-
ufacturers can reduce their car-
bon footprint, become energy
efficient and decrease overhead
costs. This not only helps protect
the environment but also saves
companies money on energy
bills.”

Noting the commitment to
net zero targets of more and

more Omani manufacturers,
Adawai said, “Businesses with a
robust sustainable record tend
to have a stronger corporate
brand value, attracting employ-
ees and investors and perform-
ing better financially through
greater focus on innovation, op-
erational efficiency and risk
management. Conversely, busi-
nesses that fail to act on sustain-
ability issues can potentially risk
losing investor interest, as well
as alienating consumers and
top-notch talent, especially
among Oman'’s younger genera-
tions.

“Today's business landscape
is increasingly complex and con-
sumer expectations around sus-
tainability will only continue to
rise. It is clear that manufactur-
ers who fail to meaningfully in-
corporate sustainable practices
into their operations and supply
chains will suffer in the long-
run,” she added.

Tejarah Talks is organised by
Oman Business Forum in asso-
ciation with the Ministry of
Commerce, Industry & Invest-
ment Promotion and generously
supported by Jindal Shadeed,
the Ministry of Culture, Sports &
Youth, Omantel and OmanFM.

Yahya al Jabri joins Alpen
Capital’s Advisory Board

Oman's top financial leader
Yahya al Jabri has joined the Ad-
visory Board of Alpen Capital fol-
lowing its latest introduction of
highly experienced global profes-
sionals with diversified business
experience to the board.

The advisory board compris-
ing of Jabri, Wim Wienk and Eric
Sarasin, intends to provide sup-
port and guidance on business
development and expansion into
new markets.

“We are very pleased to have
such industry stalwarts on our
advisory board. Over the past few
years Alpen Capital has ex-
panded its footprint beyond the
GCC and is currently active in
several markets in South Asia,
Africa and Levant. The rich back-
ground of our advisory board
members and insights provided
by them will only help Alpen
Capital further expand and
strengthen its foothold in regional
as well as international markets.”
said Rohit Walia, executive chair-
man and CEO of Alpen Capital.

Having vast experience in
global corporate and investment
banking, Jabri began his career at
Oman International Bank and
has held senior and board posi-

H E Yahya al Jabri

Eric Sarasin

tions in several leading busi-
nesses and financial institutions
in Oman. He was also the chair-
man of the Special Economic

Wim Wienk

Zone Authority at Dugm from
2011-20 and executive president
of the Capital Market Authority
from 1999-11. Jabri is currently

the chairman of Alizz Islamic
Bank in Oman.

Wim Wienk is an accom-
plished senior banker with over
44 years of experience. He was
the principal officer of the
Agribusiness, Food and Water
Department at FMO in charge of
strategy, market development
and structuring in Asia.

He has covered diverse geog-
raphies including Latin America,
Turkey, South India, China and
countries in ASEAN. He has also
served in the Dutch Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Development
Cooperation. Wim Wienk is cur-
rently the chairman of the Advi-
sory Counsel of TAEL Two.

Eric Sarasin has a 30-year
track record in Banking at Mor-
gan Stanley, Pictet & Cie,
Citibank, and most recently Bank
Sarasin (today Bank J Safra
Sarasin). At Bank Sarasin he held
various senior leadership posi-
tions across many business lines,
culminating in his role as Group
Deputy CEO.

Eric Sarasin is the chairman of
The Singularity Group and 004
ECOM GmbH, Member of the
Board of 1875 Finance and the
Swiss Venture Group.

ISG holds farewell event for Class Xll students

Indian School Al Ghubra held a
formal farewell for the students
of Class Xll on January 24, the
school said in a press statement.

The ceremony was graced by
the presence of the school
founder Dr P Mohammed Ali
and his wife Rasiya; Ahmed Ray-
ees, the president of the school
management committee, be-
sides the members of the com-
mittee and parents.

Principal Papri Ghosh wel-
comed the distinguished gather-
ing and addressed the students.
She thanked Dr Mohammed Ali
for founding the institution from
which many students have re-
ceived quality education. She re-
cited a poem to convey to the
students the importance of self-
belief and added that she be-
lieved in their abilities and
strengths and was sure that they

would all find their path and lead
successful lives.

In his exhortation, Dr Ali
spoke about the students build-
ing a brand which stands for in-
tegrity, honesty and values that
are integral to being a good

human being. He advised the
students to remain focused on
their goals and not misuse the
freedom they will find once they
step out of the school.

He also emphasised the need
to adapt to the changes brought

about by the swiftly evolving
technology. He asked the stu-
dents to give the parents and
teachers a standing ovation, to
convey their appreciation and
gratitude.

In his address, Rayees asked

the students to work hard and be
focused yet remain humble no
matter how successful they be-
come. He reminded the students
to keep in touch with the school
and that it is a matter of great
pride and joy, to hear of the
achievements of the alumni.

The 141 students of the batch
were presented with mementoes
by the distinguished guests. Sev-
enty-two students who had
completed 14 years of schooling
in ISG were specially felicitated.

On this momentous occasion
Aarathi Sajeev, the head girl,
spoke of the many memories
made at ISG which they will take
with them.

Alan Saji, the head boy spoke
of the antics of his batchmates
which will remain etched in their
memories no matter where life
takes them.

Dar Al Atta'a opens kids'
writing competition

The Let's Read Team of Dar Al
Atta'a announced the launch of
its 17th Children's Writing
Competition.

The participants are re-
quested to write an original
story setin Oman or to re-write
a traditional Omani tale in their
own words. Each story must be
accompanied by a colourful il-
lustration depicting the Omani
landscape and characters from
the story. Participants can write
their story in either English or
Arabic.

“We hope that children,
aged eight to eighteen, from
schools across the country, will
participate in the writing com-
petition,” said Jane Jaffer, chair-

person of the Let's Read Pro-
gramme. She thanked the spon-
sors: Renaissance, The London
Speaker Bureau, and KPMG, for
their support and sponsorship
of this year's competition.

Maythaa al Mandhary, CEO
of the Let's Read Team and a
judge of the Arabic entries said,
“We are looking forward to
some great stories from the
students this year.”

The entries should be a
maximum of 500 words long
and can be submitted by hand
to the Let’s Read Charity Book-
shop on the third floor of Oman
Avenues Mall or sent by email
to: letsreadoman@gmail.com
and maythaa.1988@gmail.com
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National Museum hosts talks organised by GUtech

The National Museum, repre-
sented by the Learning Centre,
hosted a series of talks, which is
part of the event titled ‘Hope
2023: Housing, People and the
Environment’, organised by the
German University of Technol-
ogy in Oman (GUtech).

Held in cooperation with the
Ministry of Health, the talks were
attended by a group of officials,
academics, researchers, stu-
dents, and those interested in
transforming cities to a better
and healthier future for all, inside
and outside the Sultanate of
Oman, a release said.

The talks intended to provide
an opportunity for prominent na-
tional and international speakers
and policy makers to discuss
practical tools to transform our
cities to be sustainable, resilient,
healthy and safe.

The event began with an on-
line keynote address by Prof Billie
Giles-Corti, a researcher and di-
rector of the Healthy and Livable
Cities Laboratory at (RMIT) the
university, during which she re-
vealed how can cities design
policies regulating the built envi-
ronment to make cities more
supportive for active living.

The first talk, presented by
Erion Veliaj, the mayor of Tirana
in Albania, highlighted the gover-
nance challenges of implement-
ing urban regeneration and

people centred development in
urban areas and focused on the
main barriers that appear while
creating liveable cities.

The talk was moderated by

Joleza Koka from the City Coun-
cil of Tirana.

The following section of the
discussions presented the avail-
able methods to improve envi-

ronmental qualities to transform
cities, and monofunctional resi-
dential neighbourhoods, in par-
ticular, into active and more
liveable places. The question this

panel addressed was: What are
the most effective tools and
strategies to upgrade existing
monofunctional residential dis-
tricts and transform them into

more liveable and sustainable
urban environments?

The panel of this discussion
consisted of Prof Stefan De-
voldere, Dean of the Architecture
Department of Hasselt Univer-
sity in Belgium and Head of the
Stadsatelier; Dr Huda Khalfan al
Siyabi, Director of Community
Initiatives at the Ministry of
Health; Maryam al Sharji, Direc-
tor of the Real Estate Develop-
ment Department at Ministry of
Housing and Urban Planning;
and Fathyia Sultan al Azri, a civil
engineer representing Muscat
Municipality.

The second talk was moder-
ated by Dr Ruth Mabry, an inde-
pendent health consultant.

HOPE as an initiative sup-
ported by GUtech, Oman, Na-
tional Museum, Ministry of
Health, World Health Organisa-
tion, the city of Tirana in Albania,
and it seeks to nurture a dialogue
between scholars, planners and
decision-makers with civil soci-
ety and industry in the Middle
East and North Africa Region
(MENA) to advance the United
Nations Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals and the New Urban
Agenda beginning in Oman.

Oman takes part in WHO executive
board’s panel discussion in Geneva

The Sultanate of Oman is taking
part in the 152nd session of the
Executive Board (EB) of the
World Health Organization
(WHO), which began in Geneva,
Switzerland, on Monday.

The sultanate’s delegation is
headed by H E Dr Hilal bin Al al
Sabti, Minister of Health.

During the session, which will
continue until February 7, Oman
will participate with several inter-
ventions as a State Member of
the WHO, as well as a represen-
tative of the Eastern Mediter-
ranean Region as a member of
the EB. The session is reviewing
the reports of the WHQO Director
General, the regional commit-
tees and the programme, budget
and management committee
of the EB.

In addition, the session will
touch upon the a number of
health issues such as substan-
dard and falsified medical prod-
ucts, draft global strategy on
infection prevention and control,
and global roadmap on defeating

meningitis by 2030. It is address-
ing the public health emergency
‘response and preparedness’, po-
liomyelitis, wellbeing and health
promotion, ending violence
against children by promoting
health system and multispectral
approaches, social determinants
of health, and the highest attain-
able standard of health for per-
sons with disabilities.

Furthermore, issues related to
the budget and financial matters,
management and governance,
EB committees, personnel mat-
ters, and report of meetings of
expert committees and study
groups are highlighting during
the meeting.

The WHO celebrated its 75th
anniversary on the sidelines of
the meeting.

Oman, together with Kenya,
was selected among three Mem-
ber States in the WHO Executive
Board to participate in the for-
ward-looking panel discussion
on the future of health 25 years
from now to keep pace with
global and future changes.

The selection of Oman to par-
ticipate in this panel discussion is
due to its significant role and

health achievements during its
membership in the WHO Exec-
utive Board, such as the adoption
of the 'Health as a Bridge for
Peace’ Initiative and supporting
the WHO's efforts aimed at
achieving international health se-
curity.

Oman, amid the presence of
the Member States and the
WHO Director-General, a repre-
sentative from the UNDP, and a
speaker from Japan, touched
upon the health priority in Oman
Vision 2040 and Oman'’s future
health plans over the next period.

The session is addressing sev-
eral topics, such as the emerging
models of the future of society,
including the future of health that
Member States, the WHO's sup-
port to Member States needs to
evolve in light of multidimen-
sional change impacting the fu-
ture of health, including the
increasing importance of well-
being and the acceleration of
progress in the research ecosys-
tem, among others.

Indian Social Club in associ-
ation with Purshottam Kanji
Exchange Oman will be con-
ducting their annual open
badminton championship on
February 3 and 4, a release
said.

The tournament will be
held at the ISC multipurpose
hall as full-day events on Fri-
day and Saturday. Apart from
the Indian players, this year
participation is expected
from various other nationali-
ties including Iran, Philip-
pines, Pakistan, the UK and
Oman, the release added.

In the Men's category,
there will be open events in
Singles and Doubles in addi-
tion to the events restricted
to members only. The open
events will see young tal-
ented players from across
Oman.

Similarly, Women'’s cate-

SC-Purshottam
Kanji Exchange
padminton tourney

gory will also have an open
event both in Singles and
Doubles.

In addition to the above,
there will be Veterans,
Mixed doubles, Boys and
Girls events.

According to organisers,
shuttlers are making their
mark on ISC courts and this
has led to a surge of interest
in the sport, taking it from
just a game played during
holidays to a serious sport at
a competitive level.

Cash prizes and trophies
will be given away to the
winners during grand finale.

The organisers said that
the registration for the cham-
pionship is still open, and re-
quested those who are
interested to contact the club
at 24701347 or their sports
secretary Saji Abraham at
99419007 immediately.

Kempinski Hotel adds electric car
as part of sustainability initiatives

As part of Kempinski Hotel Mus-
cat's partnership with Audi, the
hotel management recently an-
nounced the addition of an all-
new electric vehicle for its
hospitality transportation serv-
ices and sustainability initiatives.

The fully electric Audi e-Tron
sport back model is equipped
with an e-Quattro all-wheel drive
system, intelligent technology
and advanced charging capabili-
ties that will now be available to

all hotel guests. The Audie-Tron
is unmatched in combining com-
fort, luxury and durability that the
German automobile brand is
known for.

The hotel is proud to be the
first hotel in Oman to add an
electric car to its fleet of vehicles,
combining performance and lux-
ury in order to further aid sus-
tainability initiatives in the
hospitality sector.

Kempinski Hotel Muscat's

general manager Carsten Wie-
gandt said, “We remain commit-
ted to promoting best practices
in sustainability, from commu-
nity engagement to environmen-
tal conservation.”

“Leasing an electric vehicle is
a step we are proud to take to
continue being environmentally
friendly for both the community
that we operate in and the guests
that we welcome every day,”
Wiegandt added.

Vodafone, Ericsson

Vodafone in Oman and Ericsson
have carried out the first suc-
cessful test call that will pave the
way for the commercial intro-
duction of 5G standalone voice
and data services for Vodafone
subscribers in the Sultanate.

Oman's first successful Voice
over New Radio (VoNR) proof of
concept call over a standalone
5G network is part of Vodafone
and Ericsson’s ongoing project to
develop a highly efficient and re-
liable nationwide standalone
network - allowing for high-qual-
ity, seamless voice and data
services.

Using Ericsson dual-mode 5G
Core and Ericsson IP Multimedia
Subsystem (IMS) technology,
the proof of concept showed the
potential of the mobile network
to enhance speech quality across
the country. It also demonstrated
the capability of Vodafone's net-
work to enable 5G-specific voice
and communication services for
both consumers and enterprises,
using an experimental terminal,
which will subsequently be re-
placed by commercial terminals
made by Vodafone's partners.

Unlike non-standalone 5G
networks, standalone 5G net-

works do not build on existing
4G networks and technology, in-
stead pairing 5G radios with a
cloud-native 5G core network -
allowing for flexibility and speed
to meet current and future cus-
tomer demands.

“As we continue to push
boundaries as an innovation
leader in Oman, this successful
VoNR proof of concept call is a
milestone in our mission to en-
hance our 5G capabilities and
deliver superior user experi-
ences,” said Stelios Savvides,
Vodafone's Technology Director
in Oman.

“High-quality and seamless
voice calling will soon become a
must-have service for residents
across Oman, as Vodafone be-
comes one of an extremely se-
lect group of operators around

the world to deploy a standalone
5G network. These develop-
ments are important stepping-
stones on the road to the future,
providing the capability to sup-
port data requirements that can
enable all manner of cutting-
edge technologies, from real-
time virtual reality and
augmented reality through to
driverless cars and the latest ad-
vances in health care, improving
quality of life en route.

“Our collaboration with Erics-
son is another move towards
providing our customers with ad-
vanced 5G voice and data serv-
ices. We look forward to
developing this proof of concept
further and exploring a range of
immersive applications that 5G
standalone data and VoNR capa-
bilities will enable for customers

test standalone 5G

and digital enterprises across the
country.”

Abdullah al Balushi, Country
Manager of Ericsson Oman, said
that his company is confident
that “this latest VoNR achieve-
ment will open doors to new
business models and use cases
and help Vodafone Oman deliver
high-quality voice services and
immersive experiences across
the country”.

Through Vision 2040, he re-
minded that Oman is embarking
on a new phase of growth. “Cel-
lular technology is set to play a
huge role in this journey and
through our advanced communi-
cation technologies we aspire to
help Oman realise the advanced
digital economy mandated by
Vision 2040. We remain com-
mitted to fostering collabora-
tions and delivering our top-class
5G capabilities to support digital-
isation and innovation across the
Sultanate of Oman.”

Since its inception in Oman,
Vodafone has partnered with Er-
icsson to introduce innovative
cellular services to consumers
and enterprises, accelerating the
deployment of Industry 4.0 tech-
nologies in the country.
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CROSSWORD
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ACROSS
1) Possessed, old-style 42)

16 Prepare to be knighted

6) Small container for liquids

18

21

19 43) Allow to enter
11) Physique, informally 44)

Finger or toe

14) Draw out 46) Miss-

named?

15) Populous province of

China 47) Thing on an

agenda

(Var.) 49) Herb used in

&

Mexican

16) Monopoly abbr. cUtsme
17) Removals 5 1) Old clean-

ing vessel

19) Still in a wrapper 54)

Anger
20) Eye-opening problem?

55) Tiny, informally

21) "La Boheme," e.g. 56)
Iraqi port

22) Currency no more 59)
Supergarb

Lk

23) Bossy sound 63) Mar-

ried woman in Mex.

25) Grandeur 64) Shoulder
injury

27) Book appendix 66)
Wriggly fish

32) High school subject 67)
Some members of the choir
33) Hilo garland 68) Be-
came fainter

34) English exam finale,
often 69) "Do" followers on
amusic

36) Small music ensemble
scale

39) Short pants 70) Overly
sentimental

41) Conceitedness 71)
Trucking allowances
DOWN

1) Chops with an ax

2) Way out of a mine

3) Military obligation

4) Villain's plan

5) Spread, as hay

6) Roughen, as lips

7) Investment firm T. _ Price
8) Deprive of weaponry

9) Peace salutation

10) Coast Guard officer

(Abbr.)

11) Ostracism

12) Blatant

13) "_ Defeats Truman" (in-
famous headline)

18) Crosses

22) Disclose

24) Ballroom dance

26) Salt, on the briny

27) Pond dweller

28) Expired

29) Heave-hos

30) Brought into play

31) lllusionist's specialty
35) Jellystone Park denizen
37) Common alcoholic bev-
erage

38) Fake butter

40) Short and meaningful,
as a saying

45) Sacro-_

48) Like some homes

50) Bee's attraction

51) Having better judgment
52) " _Grows in Brooklyn"
53) One of the senses

57) Pig food

58) Optimistic 62) Concludes
60) Man Friday 64) Crow kin, briefly
61) Master of rhymes 65) Away from the bow
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ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19

It always pays to plan ahead. An upcoming journey or event will be
much more enjoyable if you take a little time to make sure you know
where you're going, how you're going to get there, and what you'll do
once you arrive. It will be fun figuring out the logistics of this outing,
and after a few minutes online you'll discover a neat option that you
never considered before. If you're traveling with someone else,
contact them as soon as you can to share your findings.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20

Try not to act surprised when you receive some positive feedback
from an unlikely source today. People in power have been noticing
you in a new light, and they've been spreading the word about how
you're one to watch. Expect a little extra attention to come your way
soon, and be prepared for people to start demanding more and more
of your free time. This could require more adjustment than you might
think. Growing pains are inevitable.

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21

Working with other people could be very interesting and stimulating
today. You'll be exposed to more than one new point of view regarding
a topic you thought was old hat. Just when you thought you had
everything all figured out, there goes that assumption. Radical changes
will abound for you soon. This is a time of philosophical growth. You
might even find yourself exploring little-known philosophies and
religions just to see what all the fuss is about.

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22

If you're working closely with someone else or moving emotionally
closer to a friend, be mindful that you two won't always be on the
same wavelength. It's perfectly normal to be off track now and then.
An event this afternoon, for example, might send each of you in
different directions, but don't worry. You'll both eventually come back
to seeing things the same way. You're likely to be more emotional,
while they'll be more aloof.

DAILY

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22

Your self-esteem could be a tricky thing to negotiate right now. As
you build it, you could have a hard time balancing a healthy sense of
pride with an appropriate level of humility. Patting yourself on the
back is definitely a healthy thing to do, but be careful that you don't
ignore the contributions of other people. You climbed a major
mountain, yes. But you didn't scale it alone. Gratitude for services
rendered is a necessary ingredient for a healthy ego.

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22

Your words have extra weight today, so be aware that your feedback
will be respected and adhered to. Make sure you offer constructive
criticism instead of being just plain critical about a coworker's
contribution or team member's presentation. Give concrete examples
of where they fell short, and don't forget to let them know the ways
that they impressed you! Be sure that you communicate to them you
know what they're capable of. They'll be glad to hear it.

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22

Sometimes it's easier to have fun when you aren't trying so hard to have
fun. In other words, relax! If you're bored, don't put too much effort into
planning something that will entertain you. Instead, why not just go
outside and walk around a park for a while? Engage with the world and
soon enough interesting things will come your way organically. You don't
have to plan everything. You just have to put yourself in situations where
something special is likely to occur.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21

Unguarded communication will be very fruitful today. Expect quite a
few sparks to be ignited when people deliver unexpected outbursts!
This is a new era of freedom in your life, so embrace it and let the
chips fall where they may. Spending too much time trying to prevent
problems is keeping you from being able to appreciate the beauty of
accidents. Sometimes things just happen for a reason, and it's time
for you to learn how to let them!

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER21

You could be asked to get involved with several different groups of

people today. Accept each and every opportunity. You could end up

being the crucial voice of reason in one of them! You're comfortable

with culture clashes and have a strong ability to relate well to other

people. This combination of skills enables you to make sure that

everyone understands each other. So speak up. Make sure people listen

to what you have to say. It's in their own best interests.

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19

Change is usually a good thing in your life. It's smart to mix things up

and keep yourself on your toes! But today, be very careful that you

don't veer too far from your usual routine. Try something new in your

fashion or look, but don't go so far into uncharted territory that no one

recognizes you! You need to go slowly with any transitions you're

making right now. Give other people the time to catch up before you

run off in a whole new direction again.

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18

Today, your high energy will be useful in helping a poorly positioned

friend. Just by being around you, this person can get a new lease on

life and start seeing things a lot more positively. Your fresh attitude

can help other people jump on the happy wagon and think about the

brighter things in life. This is a heavy responsibility. Make sure you

take it seriously. If you see a frown on a friend's face, make it your

number one priority to turn it upside down!

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20

Are you getting caught up in someone else's dreams or life goals? To

make sure you're not losing sight of what you want out of life, do

something today that's just for your own benefit. Focus on the key

areas of your life that you want to keep healthy: your physical self,

emotions, career, and finances. It might seem like a tall order, but it's

really just a way to get you thinking in a more self-centered way. You

should be your top priority right now.

TEST YOUR

01. The sparkling wine called
cava originated in which coun-
try?

A. Japan

B. Fiji

C. Spain

D. France

02. The Battle of the Tiger's
Mouth in 1809-10 was fought be-
tween which two forces?

A. Portugal, and Chinese pirates
B. Irag, and Turkey

C. Greece, and what is now North
Macedonia

D. Portugal, and France

03. In which Broadway revue did
the song "You Made Me Love
You (I Didn't Want to Do It)"
first appear?

A. The Pleasure Seekers

B. Watch Your Step

C. The American Maid

D. The Honeymoon Express

A'E V'CD’| siomsuy

KIDS

LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1to 9 and

only one instance of each number
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5

1

Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by
linking adjacent letters - to the left,
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal
to each other. The Boggles Classic
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words
are valued at one point for each
letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one
point, a four letter word is worth
two points, and so on. Valid words
must be at least three letters long.

Solution 20-25 words:
Excellent, 15-20 words: Very
good, 10-15 words: Good,
5-10 words: Average
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You have three minutes to find
all the words contained in this
word.

Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don't count
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Blinken voices sorrow for Palestinians killed

Washington’s
diplomat met
Palestinian
president in
the West
Bank city of
Ramallah

Ramallah, Palestinian Territo-
ries - US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken expressed his
sorrow on Tuesday for ‘inno-
cent’ Palestinians killed in a
spike of violence in the occu-
pied West Bank, after meeting
Palestinian president Mahmud
Abbas.

Washington's top diplomat
met Abbas in the West Bank
city of Ramallah on the final
stop on a Middle East tour
aimed at curbing the bloodshed,
following meetings with Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu and cabinet minister.

Both sides are reeling from a
new wave of violence. A Pales-
tinian shot dead seven people in
an Israeli settlement in annexed
east Jerusalem on Friday, a day
after the deadliest army raid in
years in the West Bank claimed
10 Palestinian lives.

This month the conflict has
killed 35 Palestinian adults and
children as well as the six Israeli
civilians, including a child, and
one Ukrainian, killed on Friday.

Speaking in  Ramallah,

Palestinians hold a banner depicting US Secretary of State Antony Blinken during a protest against his visit, in Gaza City on Tuesday (AFpP)

Blinken expressed his ‘sorrow
for the innocent Palestinian
civilians who have lost their
lives in escalating violence over
the last year'.

The year 2022 was the dead-
liest in the West Bank since the

United Nations started tracking
fatalities in the occupied terri-
tory in 2005.

“Palestinians and Israelis
alike are experiencing growing
insecurity, growing fear in their
homes, in their communities

and in their places of worship,”
said Blinken.

The US envoy's remarks
alongside the Palestinian leader
came a day after he met with
Netanyahu, when he urged both
sides to take ‘urgent steps’ to

calm tensions.

After meeting Palestinian
residents in the West Bank, the
US top diplomat said he saw a
‘shrinking horizon of hope' for
Palestinians.

Before heading to the West

Bank on Tuesday, Blinken met
new Israeli Defence Minister
Yoav Gallant, who took office
as part of the right-wing gov-
ernment Netanyahu formed in
December. Gallant praised
Blinken for his ‘unwavering

support’ in helping safeguard
Israel’s military superiority in
the region.

The fatal east Jerusalem
shooting was preceded by the
Israeli forces' deadliest opera-
tion in the West Bank in years,
killing 10 people on Thursday in
the densely populated Jenin
refugee camp. Israel said its
forces targeted Islamic Jihad
operatives.

The Israeli military later hit
sites in the Hamas-ruled Gaza
Strip in response to rocket fire
from the Palestinian enclave.

The Islamist group said
Blinken's visit ‘emphasises the
absolute support and partner-
ship with the (Israeli) occupa-
tion’. Netanyahu's cabinet has
moved to punish ‘the families of
terrorists that support terror-
ism" with home demolitions and
other measures.

His government is also plan-
ning to rescind the rights to so-
cial security benefits of
attackers’ relatives, and steps to
make it easier for Israeli citizens
to obtain permits to carry
firearms.

Blinken had made an initial
stop in Egypt, where he met
President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi,
commending ‘Egypt’s important
role in promoting stability in the
region’.

The diplomats and intelli-
gence services of Egypt - a
major recipient of US military
aid - are regularly called upon to
intercede between Israelis and
Palestinians.

AFP

May extend state of
emergency, delay
polls: Myanmar junta

Myanmar's military chief Min Aung Hlaing making a speech during a

defense and security council meeting in Naypyidaw on Tuesday (AFP)

Yangon, Myanmar - Myan-
mar’s junta on Tuesday said the
country had ‘not returned to
normalcy’ almost two years
after its coup, casting doubt
over plans for elections and
ending a state of emergency.

The Southeast Asian country
has been in turmoil since the
military toppled democracy fig-
urehead Aung San Suu Kyi's
civilian government, alleging
massive fraud during elections
her party won in 2020.

A junta-imposed state of
emergency is due to expire at
the end of January, after which
the constitution states that au-
thorities must set in motion
plans to hold fresh elections.

The military was widely ex-
pected to announce on
Wednesday that it would pre-
pare for the polls.

But a junta-stacked National
Defence and Security Council
met on Tuesday to discuss the
state of the nation and con-
cluded it 'has not returned to
normalcy yet’, the military’s in-
formation team said in a state-
ment on Tuesday.

Junta opponents, including
anti-coup 'People’s Defence
Forces' (PDF) and a shadow
government dominated by law-
makers from Suu Kyi's party,
had tried to seize ‘state power
by means of unrest and vio-

lence’ the statement added.

Those ‘'who want utter dev-
astation of the state are contin-
uing their activities', it said.

The ‘necessary announce-
ment will be released’ on
Wednesday, it added, without
giving details.

Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing
has previously said that the
elections could only be held
when the country was ‘peaceful
and stable’.

Under the military-authored
2008 constitution, the presi-
dent in coordination with the
Defence and Security Council
can extend a state of emer-
gency for six months upon a re-
quest from the head of the
military.

Former civilian president and
close Suu Kyi ally Win Myint
has been detained since the
coup and jailed on a clutch of
charges by a closed junta court.

Acting President U Myint
Swe attended the Tuesday
meeting, the military said.

“We still do not know the de-
cision of the meeting,” a military
source told AFP, requesting
anonymity.

“We have been told to be on
standby for possible attacks by
PDF in coming days in the re-
gions. We have no black-and-
white instruction.”

AFP

Iran jails couple in viral dancing video

Paris, France - An Iranian court
has handed jail sentences of
over 10 years each to a young
couple who danced in front of
one of Tehran's main landmarks
in a video seen as a symbol of
defiance against the regime, ac-
tivists said on Tuesday.

Astiyazh Haghighi and her fi-
ance Amir Mohammad Ah-
madi, both in their early 20s,
had been arrested in early No-
vember after a video went viral
of them dancing romantically in
front of the Azadi Tower in
Tehran.

Haghighi did not wear a
headscarf in defiance of the Is-
lamic republic’s strict rules for
women, while women are also
not allowed to dance in publicin

Iran, let alone with a man.

A revolutionary court in
Tehran sentenced them each to
10 years and six months in
prison, as well as bans on using
the Internet and leaving Iran, the
US-based Human Rights Ac-
tivists News Agency (HRANA)
said.

The couple, who already had
a following in Tehran as popular
Instagram bloggers, were con-
victed of ‘encouraging corrup-

tion and public prostitution’ as
well as ‘gathering with the in-
tention of disrupting national
security’, it added.

HRANA cited sources close
to their families as saying they
had been deprived of lawyers
during the court proceedings
while attempts to secure their
release on bail have been re-
jected. It said Haghighi is now in
the notorious Qarchak prison
for women outside Tehran,

whose conditions are regularly
condemned by activists.

Iranian authorities have
clamped down severely on all
forms of dissent since the death
in September of Mahsa Amini,
who had been arrested for al-
legedly violating the headscarf
rules, sparked protests that
have turned into a movement
against the regime.

At least 14,000 people have
been arrested, according to the
United Nations, ranging from
prominent celebrities, journal-
ists and lawyers to ordinary
people who took to the streets.

The couple's video had been
hailed as a symbol of the free-
doms demanded by the
protest movement, with Ah-

madi at one moment lifting his
partner in the air as her long
hair flowed behind.

One of the main icons of the
Iranian capital, the gigantic and
futuristic Azadi (Freedom)
Tower is a place of huge sensi-
tivity. It opened under the rule
of the last shah Mohammad
Reza Pahlavi in the early 1970s
when it was known as the
Shahyad (In Memory of the
Shah) Tower.

It was renamed after the
shah was ousted in 1979 with
the creation of the Islamic re-
public. Its architect, a member
of the Bahai faith which is not
recognised in today's Iran, now
lives in exile.

AFP

Suspected militants kill 28 in Burkina Faso

Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso -
Twenty-eight people have died
in new attacks by suspected mil-
itants in Burkina Faso, including
15 who had been abducted at the
weekend, the authorities said on
Tuesday.

Fifteen bodies bearing bullet
impacts were found on Monday
near Linguekoro, a village in the
western province of Comoe, re-
gional governor Colonel Jean-
Charles Some said in a
statement.

They were among 24 people
who were aboard two minibuses
travelling from Banfora that
were stopped in Linguekoro by
armed men on Sunday evening,
he said.

“The passengers, comprising
eight men and 16 women, were
told to get off,” he said.

‘Eight women and one man
were released and told to walk
to Mangodara,’ 30km (18 miles)
away, he said.

The two minibuses were then
torched and the 15 other passen-
gers taken away.

Separately, 10 police officers,
two members of an auxiliary

This file photo shows Burkina Faso soldiers deployed in OQuagadougou on September 30, 2022 (AFP)

force supporting the army, and a
civilian died in northern Burkina
Faso from a ‘terrorist attack on
Monday’ in the locality of
Falagountou, which also goes by
the spelling of Falangoutou,
army headquarters said.

At least five police were
wounded and about 10 are miss-
ing, while the bodies of about 15

‘terrorists’ were found during a
sweep, it said.

Mounting toll

The attacks mark a further esca-
lation in an insurgency that has
beset Burkina, one of the world's
poorest and most troubled
countries, for more than seven
years.

Violence linked to Al-Qaeda
and the Islamic State group has
killed thousands of people and
forced around two million more
to flee their homes. More than a
third of the country lies beyond
the control of the government.
Since the start of the year, at
least 77 people have died.

AFP

Three Al-Qaeda
suspects killed in
Yemen drone
strike: Officials

Dubai, UAE - Three alleged Al-
Qaeda militants were killed in a
suspected US drone strike in
northeastern Yemen on Monday,
local government officials said.

The attack was carried out on
acar in Marib province, the scene
of heavy fighting in 2021 in
Yemen's long-running civil war,
the officials said.

“Three Al-Qaeda members
were killed in a strike by a drone
that is believed to be American,”
a government official told AFP on
condition of anonymity. “The
three were in a car in Wadi
Obeida when they were targeted
by the suspected US strike that
killed them immediately.”

A second Marib government
official confirmed the strike on
Al-Qaeda militants and the death
toll. There was no immediate
comment from Washington.

The US considers Al-Qaeda’s
Yemen branch among the most
dangerous branches of the global
militant network.

AFP
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US, South Korean defence chiefs
vow more drills to counter North

Seoul, South Korea - US Defense
Secretary Lloyd Austin met his
counterpart in Seoul on Tuesday,
pledging to beef up joint drills
and security cooperation as
South Korea seeks nuclear reas-
surances in the face of growing
North Korean threats.

Seoul is eager to convince its
increasingly nervous public of
America’s so-called extended
deterrence commitments, after a
year in which North Korea de-
clared itself an ‘irreversible’ nu-
clear power and conducted a
banned weapons test almost
every month.

Austin and South Korean De-
fense Minister Lee Jong-sup
agreed to ‘expand and bolster
the level and scale’ of joint mili-
tary exercises, in light of ‘con-
tinued provocations’ from
Pyongyang, including a recent
drone incursion, they said in a
statement.

US Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin shakes hands with South Korea's Defence Minister Lee Jong-sup after a joint press conference in Seoul on Tuesday (AFP)

Military tensions on the Ko-
rean peninsula intensified
sharply in 2022 as the North
conducted a record-breaking
number of weapons tests, in-
cluding firing its most advanced
intercontinental ballistic missile.

Pyongyang sent five drones
across the border on December
26, the first such incident in five
years, prompting Seoul to scram-
ble warplanes.

Austin and Lee agreed to ‘fur-
ther expand and strengthen the
scale and level of combined ex-
ercises and drills this year’, Lee
said at a media briefing in Seoul.

This was necessary due to
‘changes in the security environ-
ment, including North Korea's re-
cent attempts to upgrade its
nuclear and missile pro-
grammes', he said.

The two security allies will
conduct a ‘tabletop exercise' in
February to improve communi-

cation on ‘deterrence and re-
sponse options’ to Pyongyang's
nuclear threats.

“We will do a number of
tabletop exercises to ensure that
we're seeing things eye to eye,”
Austin said at the briefing.

Any joint US-South Korean
military exercises infuriate Py-
ongyang, which views them as a
rehearsal for an invasion and has
often responded with threats and
drills of its own.

Austin is visiting Seoul for the
third time as defence secretary
and met with both Lee and South
Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol.

Yoon suggested this month
his country consider acquiring its
own nuclear weapons - the first
time in decades a sitting South
Korean president has floated the
idea, reflecting growing domestic
concern over the reliability of US
security commitments.

AFP

Peru Congress to resume debate on early elections

Lima, Peru - Peru’s Congress will
resume debate on Tuesday on a
bill to bring forward elections, a
move aimed at ending weeks of
protests that have left dozens
dead and brought parts of the
country to a standstill.

On Monday, lawmakers failed
to reach an agreement on the bill
after seven hours of discussions,
and proceedings will resume at
Tam on Tuesday (1600 GMT),
according to the legislature.

“We are sure that there will be
a way out. All the democratic
blocs are going to debate it tak-
ing into account the high sense of
urgency,” said Prime Minister Al-
berto Otarola on Monday.

The South American country
has been embroiled in a political
crisis with near-daily street
protests since December 7,
when then-president Pedro
Castillo was arrested after at-
tempting to dissolve Congress
and rule by decree.

In seven weeks of demonstra-

A session of the plenary is under way in which Peruvian lawmakers are seen voting for early general elections, at

the Peruvian Congress in Lima on Monday (AFpP)

tions, 48 people - including one
police officer - have been killed in
clashes between security forces
and protesters, according to the
Ombudsman'’s Office.

The unrest is being propelled
mainly by poor, rural Indigenous

people from southern Peru who
had identified Castillo as one of
their own who would fight to end
poverty, racism and inequality.
Dozens of roadblocks have
been set up by protesters, caus-
ing a shortage of food and fuel in

some southern areas as they de-
mand that Castillo’'s replace-
ment, President Dina Boluarte,
step down.

Trade unions and other bodies
have called for another major
demonstration against Boluarte

in Lima on Tuesday. Last month,
lawmakers moved elections due
in 2026 to April 2024, but as
protests showed no sign of abat-
ing, Boluarte has called to hold
them this year, which Congress
rejected late on Friday.

“Vote for Peru, for the coun-
try, by moving the elections up to
2023," the president said in an
address to the nation on Sunday.

Lawmakers ‘have a chance to
win the country's trust’, she said.

In last week's vote on moving
elections to October, there were
65 votes against and just 45 in
favour, with two abstentions.

If reconvened lawmakers
again refuse to advance elec-
tions, Boluarte has said she will
propose a constitutional reform
allowing a first voting round to be
held in October and a runoff in
December. Protesters are de-
manding immediate elections,
the dissolution of Congress and
a new constitution.

AFP

New French protests, strikes
target Macron pensions plan

Paris, France - French President
Emmanuel Macron on Tuesday
faced a new wave of anger over
his plan to reform pensions, with
nationwide strikes and protests
causing widespread disruption in
transport, schools and other
public services.

Union-led protesters came
out for mass demonstrations for
the second time in less than two
weeks, hoping to force Macron
to drop his plan to raise the age
of retirement from 62 to 64, a
flagship reform of his second
mandate in power.

A police source said the au-
thorities were bracing for up to
1.2mn people to take to the
streets across the country.

If confirmed, the number
could exceed the 1.1mn who
came out on January 19 against
the proposed shake-up - already
the largest protests since the last
major round of pension reformin
2010.

“We hope to be at least that
many again,” the boss of the
hard-left CGT union, Philippe
Martinez, told media on Tues-
day, adding there would be 250

protest marches.

But Macron has shown no
sign of stepping back, insisting on
Monday that the reform is ‘es-
sential’ to ‘save our system’ of
pensions distribution.

Some 11,000 police were mo-
bilised, with 4,000 deployed in
Paris where several hundred ex-
tremist troublemakers were ex-
pected, according to the interior
ministry. The first marches
kicked off at 10am (0900 GMT),
with several prominent opposi-
tion politicians taking part.

AFP

French riot police push back protesters as clashes erupt during a rally on

a second day of nationwide strikes, in Nantes on Tuesday (AFP)

Pope Francis visits
central Africa, first
stop in DR Congo

Vatican City, Holy See - Pope
Francis embarked on his fifth
visit to Africa on Tuesday, fly-
ing to the Democratic Repub-
lic of Congo and then South
Sudan to plead for peace in the
two violence-plagued nations.
The 86-year-old pope
boarded the papal plane via el-
evator before it took off from
Rome's Fiumicino Airport at
8:28 local time (7:28 GMT). It
is expected to arrive around
3pm local time at Kinshasa's
Ndjili airport, where thou-
sands of well-wishers are ex-
pected to greet the pontiff.

POPE FRANCIS

It is the first time since 1985
that a pope has visited DRC, a
desperately poor country of
close to 100mn people, 40 per
cent of whom are Catholic.

The six-day trip to DRC and
South Sudan was originally
planned for July 2022, but
postponed due to the pontiff's
knee pain that has forced him
in recent months to use a
wheelchair.

Security concerns were
also said to play arole, and the
Vatican scrapped an original
plan to visit Goma in DR
Congo's east, where dozens of

armed groups operate.

“| greet with affection those
beloved peoples who await
me,” Pope Francis said after
his Angelus prayer at St
Peter's Square on Sunday.

“These lands, situated in
the centre of the great African
continent, have suffered
greatly from lengthy conflicts.”

He lamented ‘armed
clashes and exploitation’ in DR
Congo, and said South Sudan,
‘wracked by years of war,
longs for an end to the con-
stant violence'. Despite its
vast mineral wealth, some
two-thirds of DRC's popula-
tion live on less than US$2.15
a day, while violence plagues
the eastern provinces.

The Tutsi-led armed group
M23, which Kinshasa alleges
is backed by neighbouring
Rwanda, has been conquering
large swaths of territory in
North Kivu province. The re-
gion has also seen a wave of
deadly attacks blamed on the
Allied Democratic Forces
(ADF), a group the Islamic
State claims as an affiliate, in-
cluding a bomb blast at a Pen-
tecostal church this month
that killed 14 people.

Following a welcome cere-
mony at the Kinshasa airport,
Francis will be received at the
presidential palace by Presi-
dent Felix Tshisekedi. The
pontiff will then make his first
of a dozen speeches during
the trip, addressing authori-
ties, the diplomatic corps and
representatives of civil society.
AFP

Boeing to deliver last 747, the plane that democratised flying

New York, US - Boeing is set to
officially bid farewell to the orig-
inal jumbo jet, the 747, as it
makes its final commercial deliv-
ery of an aircraft that democra-
tised flying and serves US
presidents.

Thousands of current and for-
mer employees will converge on
Tuesday afternoon at Boeing's
factory in Everett, Washington, in
the Northwestern part of the
United States for a final sendoff
celebration in parallel with the
delivery of a Boeing 747-8 cargo
plane to Atlas Air.

The existing fleet of planes are

The last Boeing 747-8 leaves the company'’s factory in Everett, Washington State, on December 7, 2022 (AFp)

expected to fly for decades more,
but in ceasing 747 production
more than 50 years after air-
craft's first flight, Boeing is clos-
ing a chapter in the history of civil
aviation.

The plane’s size, flying range
and efficacy ‘made it possible for
the middle class to travel outside
Europe or the United States at an
affordable price, even during the
energy shocks of the 1970s’, said
Michel Merluzeau, director of
aerospace and defense analysis
at AIR consultancy.

“It opened up the world,”
Merluzeau said.

Boeing built 1,574 747s in all.
But the jet has over time been
eclipsed by newer models that fly
more efficiently and burn less
fuel. Commercial airlines in the
United States have not flown the
747 since 2017.

‘The queen of the sky’
The 747's origins date to the
1960s, a period when aviation
was on the upswing and airports
were becoming increasingly
busy.

At the urging of Pan American
Airways, Boeing began to plan
for a jet that could carry signifi-

cantly more passengers.

Engineers initially conceived
of a plane with two fuselages, but
dropped that idea due to con-
cerns about evacuating passen-
gers from a second level.

Instead of making the plane
taller, the 747 was made wider,
Michael Lombardi, Boeing's
company historian said of a jet
that became the first designed
with two aisles.

“This airplane will always be
recognised as the queen of the
sky,” Lombardi said at a recent
briefing with journalists.

AFP
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‘Need to build self-reliant India by 2047’

President Murmu, in her address, calls upon citizens to focus on their duty to achieve the goal

New Delhi, India - India has en-
tered Amrit Kaal completing its
75 years of Independence and
in this citizens have to focus on
their duty towards building an
‘aatmanirbhar’  (self-reliant)
India, said President Droupadi
Murmu in her pre-budget ad-
dress to the joint session of Par-
liament on Tuesday.

“By 2047, we have to build a
nation that will be connected to
the pride of the past and which
will have all the golden chapters
of modernity. We have to build
an India that will be ‘Aatmanirb-
har’ and capable to fulfill its hu-
manitarian duties,” President
Murmu said. In her maiden ad-
dress to the joint sitting of Lok
Sabha and Rajay Sabha in the
central hall of Parliament Presi-
dent Murmu said: “India has en-
tered Amrit Kaal completing its
75 years of Independence.
Amrit Kaal is a period of 100
years of Independence and
making of a developed India.
These 25 years is a period for all
citizens to focus on duty.”

The President described an
India without poverty and full of
prosperity.

President Droupadi Murmu addresses the joint session of Parliament on the first day of the Budget Session 2023, in New Delhi on Tuesday (AND)

“That should be an India that
will not have poverty, whose
middle class will also be pros-
perous, an India whose youth

and women will stand at the
front to show a path to society
and the country, an India whose
youth stays two steps ahead of

time,” she said.

President Murmu also
lauded India's growing position
on the world stage and said that

the country is providing solu-
tions to the world.

“Today, India's self-confi-
dence is at its highest and the

world is looking at her from a
different perspective. India is
providing solutions to the
world,” the President said.

This is President Murmu'’s
first budget session speech
since assuming office in July last
year. The President arrived in a
ceremonial escort to Parliament
to address the joint session at
the start of the Budget session

Meanwhile, ahead of the
budget  presentation  on
Wednesday, the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) high com-
mand has formed a committee
to take the benefits of the
budget among the public and
take their feedback.

As per the BJP sources, the
Committee formed on January
28, comprises nine party lead-
ers from different states, which
will be headed by former Bihar
Deputy Chief Minister Sushil
Modi.

The nine members inlcude
party leader Vivek
Venkataswamy, national gen-
eral secretary Sunil Bansal, na-
tional Kisan Morcha president
Raj Kumar Chahar, national
Yuva Morcha president MP Te-
jaswi Surya, Union Govern-
ment's Chief Financial Affairs
Adviser and MLA Ashok Lahiri.
ANI

Adani-Hidenburg row: AAP
leader demands JPC probe

New Delhi, India - Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) MP San-
jay Singh on Tuesday
slammed the Centre after
Hindenburg's report raised
concerns about the possibility
of shares of Adani Group
companies declining from
their current levels owing to
high valuations, and de-
manded a probe by a Joint
Parliamentary Committee.
“Crores of people who
have invested their money in
LIC are worried today because
of Adani's corruption due to
which investors of the country
lost their Rs 4.50 lakh crore.
Adani opened fraud compa-
nies and bought shares in his
own firms through these fraud
companies. Today he owes Rs
2.50 lakh crore. SBI has given
huge loans to Adani, PM
Modi-ji should come forward
and tell how it became possi-
ble. We demand for a joint

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) MP
Sanjay Singh (AN

parliamentary ~ committee
probe to investigate the entire
fraud,” the AAP leader said
while addressing a press con-
ference. Singh also questioned
the Centre on being ‘silent’
over this entire matter.

“As Adani said that Hin-
denburg's report is an attack
on the country, and if that is
true, then our PM, security ad-
visors, and the Union Home
Minister must come forward
and speak on the matter.
Where are CBI, ED, and In-

come Tax department? Why
our government is silent on
this entire matter? We will-
raise the issue in the Parlia-
ment also. The country should
know the truth about this fi-
nancial fraud after its com-
plete investigation,” he said.

“We have huge respect for
the President, but we demand
that this issue should be dis-
cussed in the parliament,”
Singh added.

AAP boycotted President
Droupadi Murmu's address to
the joint sitting of both houses
of Parliament on Tuesday,
calling her speech ‘a bundle of
false promises and false
claims by the Narendra Modi
Government'’. “Hon'ble Presi-
dent’s speech is a bundle of
false promises and false
claims by the Modi Govern-
ment. In this, there is not a
word of her own.”

ANI

‘Entire world looking at India’s Budget'

New Delhi, India - Ahead of the
Budget session of Parliament,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday said that India's
budget will attempt to meet the
hopes and aspirations of the
common citizens amid the un-
stable global economic situa-
tion.

“Our finance minister will
present one more budget before
the country tomorrow. In
today's global circumstances,
not only India but the entire
world is looking at India's
budget,” PM Modi said. The
Prime Minister firmly exuded
confidence that Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
will make efforts to meet the as-

pirations.
“Amid the unstable global
economic situation, India's

budget will attempt to meet the
hopes and aspirations of the
common citizens, the ray of
hope being seen by the world
glows brighter-for this, | firmly
believe that Nirmala Sitharaman
will make all efforts to meet

PM Narendra Modi addresses the media on the first day of the Budget
Session of Parliament, in New Delhi on Tuesday (AN

NARENDRA MODI

those aspirations,” PM Modi
said while addressing the
media.

The Prime Minister cited the
‘credible voices from the world

of economy’ and said that they
have brought a positive mes-
sage ahead of the session.
“Today, the Budget Session is
commencing. Credible voices

from the world of economy,
have brought in a positive mes-
sage, a ray of hope and a begin-
ning of enthusiasm. It is an
important event today,” he said.

PM Modi said the maiden in-
augural address by President
Droupadi Murmu to the joint
session of both Houses is a mat-
ter of pride for the Constitution.
“The President's first address to
the joint session of Parliament is
a matter of pride for our Consti-
tution, and especially for respect
of women. The whole world has
its eyes on India,” he said. “Our
Finance Minister is a woman
too. She will present one more
budget before the country to-
morrow,"” PM Modi added.

The Budget Session will take
place in 27 sittings till April 6
with a month-long recess to ex-
amine the Budget papers. The
first part of the session will con-
clude on February 13. Parlia-
ment will reconvene on March
12 for the second part of the
Budget Session.

ANI

Pakistan mosque blast killing 95 was ‘revenge against police’

Peshawar, Pakistan - A suicide
blast at a mosque inside a police
headquarters in Pakistan that
killed more than 90 people was a
targeted revenge attack, a police
chief said on Tuesday.

Between 300 and 400 police-
men had gathered for afternoon
prayers at the compound's
mosque on Monday in the
provincial capital Peshawar when
an entire wall and most of the
roof were blown out, showering
rubble on officers.

“We are on the frontline tak-
ing action against militants and
that is why we were targeted,”
city police chief Muhammad ljaz
Khan told AFP.

“The purpose was to demor-
alise us as a force.”

Low-level militancy, often tar-
geting security checkpoints, has
been steadily rising in the areas
near Peshawar that border
Afghanistan since the Taliban
seized control of Kabul in August
2021.

The assaults are claimed

Security officials pray at the funeral of a policeman a day after the mosque blast, in Peshawar on Tuesday (AFp)

mostly by the Pakistani Taliban,
as well as the local chapter of the
Islamic State, but mass casualty
attacks remain rare.

The head of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province police
force, Moazzam Jah Ansari, told

reporters that a suicide bomber
had entered the mosque as a
guest, carrying 10-12kg (about
22-26 pounds) of ‘explosive ma-
terial in bits and pieces'.

He added that a militant group
that was on-and-off affiliated

with the Pakistani Taliban could
be behind the attack.
Authorities are investigating
how a major security breach
could happen in one of the most
tightly controlled areas of the
city, housing intelligence and

counter-terrorism bureaus, and
next door to the regional secre-
tariat. The nation is already being
hobbled by a massive economic
downturn and political chaos,
ahead of elections due by Octo-
ber.

Search for survivors
Provincial Chief ~ Minister
Muhammad Azam Khan con-
firmed it was a suicide blast, put-
ting the latest death toll at 95,
with more than 221 wounded.

Corpses were still being pulled
from the wreckage of a collapsed
wall and roof, with rescuers using
listening devices to try and detect
heartbeats beneath the rubble. "I
remained trapped under the rub-
ble with a dead body over me for
seven hours. | had lost all hope of
survival,” Wajahat Ali, a 23-year-
old police constable whose feet
were broken, told AFP from hos-
pital on Tuesday.

Survivor Shahid Ali said the
explosion took place seconds
after the imam started prayers.

“| saw black smoke rising to
the sky. | ran out to save my life,”
the 47-year-old police officers
told AFP.

Dozens of slain police officers
have already been buried in sev-
eral mass prayer ceremonies,
with coffins lined up in rows and
draped in the Pakistani flag while
a guard of honour was per-
formed. “Terrorists want to cre-
ate fear by targeting those who
perform the duty of defending
Pakistan,” Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif said in a statement.

In a statement, the Pakistani
Taliban - separate from the
Afghan Taliban but with a similar
Islamist ideology - denied it was
responsible for the latest blast.

Known as the Tehreek-e-Tal-
iban Pakistan, it carried out a
years-long wave of horrific vio-
lence after emerging in 2007 but
recently has attempted to re-
brand itself as a less brutal outfit,
claiming not to target places of
worship.

AFP

49 boys
drown in
Pakistan

Peshawar, Pakistan - Forty-
nine children died when
their boat capsized in north-
west Pakistan, police said on
Tuesday after divers spent
three days dragging bodies
from freezing waters.

The boys aged between
seven and 14 were all stu-
dents of a madrassa and
had been taken for a day trip
to the scenic Tanda Dam
lake on Sunday. “The water
of the dam was freezing due
to cold weather that im-
peded the rescue mission.
But today the divers were
able to dive deep to recover
the remaining bodies,” said
Khateer Ahmad, a senior of-
ficial with Rescue 1122.

The bodies of a teacher
and one skipper were also
pulled from the water.

AFP
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Mickelson ‘at peace' even
without PGA, Ryder Cup

Los Angeles, United States - Phil
Mickelson says he will be “at
peace" if he never playsina PGA
Tour event or Ryder Cup again,
nearly one year after his explo-
sive remarks about the Saudi-
funded LIV golf series triggered
an uproar.

In an interview with Sports II-
lustrated published on Monday,
the six-time major winner said he
was not bothered about the pos-
sibility of being frozen out of PGA
Tour events for good.

Mickelson was suspended by
the PGA Tour last year after
being one of the earliest big
names to defect to the contro-
versial LIV circuit.

Mickelson said in June last

year he hoped to play on the
PGA Tour again.

However in his remarks to
Sports lllustrated, the veteran
said he was now indifferent to

playing on the circuit again.

“If | were never to play an-
other PGA Tour event, I'm totally
at peace with it,” Mickelson said.

The American said that while

he believes pending litigation
against the PGA Tour may allow
him to legally return to the cir-
cuit, he planned to “scale down”
his number of events while pri-

oritising majors.

“I'm motivated, but | don't see
the benefit to playing more,” the
45-time PGA Tour winner said.

“The tournaments where you

are going to leave a mark are the
majors. That creates a life mem-
ory. If | win another Tour event,
who cares? It's not like it's going
to do anything for how | look at
my career.

“Another major would be a
unique, special moment. That's
really where | want to thrive. And
sure, it would mean a lot to win
some LIV events because of the
role I've played as it's been cre-
ated.”

Mickelson, once seen as a vir-
tual certainty to be a US Ryder
Cup captain at some point, also
said he would be fine not being
part of the biennial team tourna-
ment again. “I've loved being part
of the Ryder Cup as a player 12

times and as a vice-captain
once,” Mickelson said.

“I've had more great experi-
ences than probably anybody. If
I'm not a part of it, I'm at peace
with that as well.”

Mickelson meanwhile agreed
there could be an uneasy atmos-
phere at the Champions Dinner
at the Masters in April, where
staunch critics of LIV Golf includ-
ing Tiger Woods will dine along-
side some of the upstart circuit's
biggest names.

Asked if he anticipated awk-
wardness or unpleasantness at
the dinner, Mickelson added:
“There very well could be, but
not on my part. I'm very comfort-
able with where I'm at.”

Farah says 2023 London Marathon will be his last

London, United Kingdom -
British athletics great Mo Farah
has said this year's London
Marathon will likely be his last as
he contemplates the end of a
brilliant career.

The 40-year-old is best
known for his success on the
track winning gold in the 5,000
and 10,000 metres at both the
London 2012 and Rio 2016
Olympic Games, as well as sev-
eral world titles across both dis-
tances. And while his marathon

career has reached nothing like
the same heights, Farah is keen
to run in London again after
missing last year's edition even
though he will be 40 by the time
of the April 23 race

"It's been an amazing career
and taking part in the London
Marathon is a very big deal," he
said in a statement issued by
event organisers. "l was gutted
not to race last year and | just
want to give it one more shot.

"It depends on my body. | just

Mo Farah

want to get to the start line and
see what | can manage. I'm just
taking one race at atime."

He added: "I'm not a spring
chicken any more. You can't
keep coming back in the right
shape and, for me, I'd love to be
able to finish it at home."

Farah has ruled out competing
at the 2024 Olympics in Paris,
but may yet try to finish his time
as a British international at this
year's World Championships in
Budapest.

No ATP action
against Zverev
after 'insufficient
evidence' of abuse

Alexander Zverev

London, United Kingdom -
Former world number two
Alexander Zverev will face no
disciplinary action from the
ATP after an independent in-
vestigation found "insufficient
evidence" to substantiate alle-
gations of domestic abuse, it
was announced Tuesday.

The German player be-
came the subject of an ATP-
commissioned probe in
October 2021 following alle-
gations made by his former
girlfriend, Olya Sharypova.
Zverev had denied all of the al-
legations.

But the ATP said in a state-
ment: "A major independent
investigation into Alexander
Zverev has found insufficient
evidence to substantiate pub-
lished allegations of abuse. As
a result, no disciplinary action
will be taken by ATP."

The ATP, the governing
body for the men's profes-
sional tour, said while the pri-
mary focus of the investigation
related to alleged abuses at
the ATP Masters 1000 event
in Shanghai in 2019, its scope
also included purported mis-
conduct in other locations, in-
cluding Monaco, New York
and Geneva, as referenced in
public reporting.

An inquiry led by the Lake
Forest Group (LFG), a third-
party investigator, conducted
what the statement said were
"extensive interviews" with

both Sharypova and Zverev,
and 24 other individuals in-
cluding family and friends,
players, and other parties in-
volved with the ATP tour.

It also reviewed submis-
sions by both Sharypova and
Zverev, including text mes-
sages, audio files, and photos.

Following a 15-month
process, LFG submitted its full
report to the ATP, which said

follow-
ing allegations
made by his
former girl-
friend, Olya
Sharypova.

that "based on a lack of reli-
able evidence and eyewitness
reports, in addition to conflict-
ing statements by Sharypova,
Zverev and other intervie-
wees, the investigation was
unable to substantiate the al-
legations of abuse" or deter-
mine that violations of the
ATP's rules had taken place.
The statement added that
the findings "may however be
reevaluated should new evi-
dence come to light, or should
any legal proceedings reveal
violations of ATP rules"

Banchero sparks Magic over Sixers

Los Angeles, United States -
Paolo Banchero led a second-half
fightback as the Orlando Magic
overturned a 21-point deficit to
upset the Philadelphia 76ers 119-
109 on Monday.

Banchero, the number one
pick in last year's draft, scored 29
points from 11-0f-22 shooting,
with nine rebounds and three as-
sists to give Orlando another no-
table win after last week's defeat
of league-leading Boston.

In other games across the
NBA on Monday, Luka Doncic
returned from injury with a 53-
point bang as the Dallas Maver-
icks routed the Detroit Pistons
111-105, while Stephen Curry
dropped 38 points for Golden
State as the Warriors downed
the Oklahoma City Thunder 128-
120.

In Portland, Damian Lillard's

Paolo Banchero of Orlando Magic dunks during the fourth quarter against Philadelphia 76ers in their NBA match

at Wells Fargo Center on Monday (AFP)

, Doncic 53 routs Pistons

42 points led the Trail Blazers to
a 129-125 win over the Atlanta
Hawks. Dejounte Murray fin-
ished with 40 points for Atlanta.

In Philadelphia, Magic rookie
Banchero was backed with scor-
ing support from German broth-
ers Franz Wagner and Moritz
Wagner, who combined for 41
points as Orlando silenced the
home crowd with a second-half
scoring blitz.

Philadelphia, who dropped to
third in the Eastern Conference
standings after the loss, led by 21
points midway through the sec-
ond quarter and appeared poised
for a comfortable victory.

But Orlando erupted after the
break with a 42-point third quar-
ter to edge into the lead and then
closed with a 19-8 run in the
fourth to seal the victory.

Moritz Wagner finished with

22 points off the bench while
younger brother Franz added 19.

Markelle Fultz had a double-
double with 12 points and 10 as-
sists while Wendell Carter Jr.
also cracked double-figures with
12 points.

Joel Embiid led the Sixers
scoring with 30 points while
James Harden and Tobias Harris
had 17 points apiece.

“I'm so proud of these young
men,” Orlando coach Jamahl
Mosley said of his team after-
wards.

“The way that first half started
- we were hanging our heads a
little bit. But we pulled ourselves
together at half-time and talked
about our belief system and what
we're capable of doing, and we
showed up.

“It shows growth and that
they're learning from their expe-

riences -- they find a way to
bounce back, find a way to be-
lieve in each other.”

Banchero said Mosley had ral-
lied the locker room at half-time.

"He fired us up,” Banchero
said. “Just told us we need to
play better, play harder, that
we're a very good team we need
to act like it.”

Sixers coach Doc Rivers had
few complaints after his side’s
defeat, describing Orlando as
worthy winners.

"I thought from near the end
of the first quarter, they played
harder, faster, tougher, more
physical,” Rivers said. “l think
they deserved to win."

Orlando continue to languish
near the bottom of the Eastern

Conference, with 20 wins
against 31 defeats.
AFP
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European
champions
expected to
continue the
continent’s
dominance of
Club World Cup

Rabat, Morocco - One of the last
Club World Cups in its current
format begins on Wednesday in
Morocco, where Real Madrid will
be favourites to continue Eu-
rope's dominance of the much-
maligned FIFA competition.

FIFA president Gianni Infan-
tino announced on the sidelines
of the World Cup in Qatar in De-
cember that an expanded Club
World Cup is planned from
2025.

The bigger competition, which
would feature 32 teams, has
been a controversial pet project
of Infantino’s for some time. A
24-team Club World Cup, in-
volving eight European sides, had
been due to take place in China
in 2021 only to be put on hold
due to the coronavirus pan-
demic.

World football's governing
body is yet to reveal any further
details of the plans, but global
players’ union FIFPro has already
complained of Infantino making
the announcement “unilaterally

Real Madrid are expected to win the Club World Cup despite their recent setbacks in the Spanish league

without seriously
consulting...with the players”.
For now, the Club World Cup
limps on with just seven teams,
including the six continental
champions.
After five consecutive editions

in the Middle East, it returns to

Morocco, which hosted the tour-
nament in 2013 and 2014, and
Real will be expected to become
the 10th consecutive European
winners.

Real, the reigning European
champions, have claimed the
title four times, including in Mo-

rocco in 2014.

Real will enter the semi-finals
on February 8 and will play in
Rabat against either CONCA-
CAF champions Seattle
Sounders, Egyptian giants Al
Ahly or New Zealand's Auckland
City, the champions of Oceania.

If they win, Carlo Ancelotti's
side will advance to the final on
February 11.

Moroccan hopes

The other semi-final will see last
year's Copa Libertadores win-
ners Flamengo take on either Al

Hilal of Saudi Arabia or home
hopes Wydad Casablanca.
Widely dismissed as an irrel-
evance in Europe, the competi-
tion is considered far more
prestigious in the rest of the
world, a chance for their best
sides to pit themselves against

FAVOURITES

giants like Real.

Brazilian clubs have won the
Club World Cup four times, most
recently through Corinthians in
2012. Wydad will be hoping to
become the first African club to
triumph.

The host nation is always rep-
resented, but Wydad also won
last year's CAF Champions
League, and so Al Ahly - the
team they beat in the final - have
been invited to take part as well.

Walid Regragui led Wydad to
that continental title before tak-
ing Morocco on a historic run to
the World Cup semi-finals in
Qatar.

“It's nice for Morocco - partic-
ularly after the World Cup we
had - for people to see that
there's football here, there are
fans, and there are beautiful sta-
diums. It's going to be fantastic
for our country,” Regragui told
FIFA.com

The competition kicks off on
Wednesday when Al Ahly - the
record 10-time African champi-
ons who have finished third at
the last two Club World Cups -
play Auckland City in Tangier.

The tournament will see a ref-
ereeing first after the Interna-
tional Football  Association
Board, the sport's lawmakers,
approved a trial that will allow
fans in the stadium to hear offi-
cials explain decisions taken after
VAR reviews.

AFP

West Ham United's Jarrod Bowen celebrates scoring against Derby County in their English FA Cup fourth-round

match at Pride Park Stadium in Derby, central England on Monday (AFpP)

West Ham ease past Derby to
earn Man Utd clash in FA Cup

London, United Kingdom - David
Moyes cannot wait to take on his
former club Manchester United
in the FA Cup fifth round after
goals from Jarrod Bowen and
Michail Antonio sealed West
Ham's 2-0 victory at third-tier
Derby on Monday.

Bowen put West Ham ahead
early in the first half and Antonio
doubled the lead soon after the
interval in the fourth-round tie.

Moyes' side will head to Old
Trafford in late February as they
continue their bid to reach the FA
Cup final for the first time since
2006.

It will be Moyes' latest return
to United, who sacked the Scot in
2014 only 10 months after he
succeeded Alex Ferguson.

“I'm really looking forward to
the game. It's areally good game
for us.” Moyes said.

“Maybe at the moment that's
the game we need because
we've got players who want to
play on the big stage.

“There's nothing bigger than
Old Trafford, so I'm saying to the

players, ‘Come on, let's go and
take it on and challenge them'.”

Avoiding an embarrassing de-
feat against Derby was essential
for the under-fire Moyes, but it is
Premier League survival that re-
mains his top priority.

The Hammers are languishing
in 16th place in the Premier

ago. Despite the selection gam-
ble, West Ham proved too
strong for a Derby side on the up
after a turbulent period.

Just 12 months ago, Derby
were in turmoil, with the club
close to going out of business
after they plunged into adminis-
tration and suffered relegation to

In the end, we did a pretty
professional job on them

League, just one point above the
relegation zone.

“This was a difficult game be-
cause Derby had gone 16 un-
beaten. In the end, we did a
pretty professional job on them,”
Moyes said.

Moyes made six changes fol-
lowing West Ham's vital 2-0 vic-
tory over Premier League
relegation rivals Everton in their
most recent match nine days

the third tier for the first time
since 1986.

Finally rescued in July 2022
when lifelong Derby fan David
Clowes bought the club from
Mel Morris, the Rams have been
revitalised this term. Paul
Warne's side sit fourth in League
One and the FA Cup exit should-
n't detract from their promotion
challenge.

AFP

Non-league Wrexham could face
Spurs in FA Cup fifth round

London, United Kingdom -
Wrexham will host Tottenham
in the FA Cup fifth round if the
non-league side can beat
Sheffield United in a fourth-
round replay.

Fifth-tier Wrexham, who are
owned by Hollywood actors
Ryan Reynolds and Rob McElI-
henney, were handed a poten-
tial blockbuster tie in Monday's
draw for the last 16.

Wrexham were seconds
away from a shock win against
Sheffield United on Sunday be-
fore the Championship side
snatched a 3-3 draw, with
Reynolds watching at the Race-
course Ground.

John Egan scored a late
equaliser for United and the
teams will meet again at Bra-
mall Lane for the right to meet
Premier League Tottenham.

Manchester City, 1-0 win-
ners over Arsenal on Friday,
travel to second-tier Bristol
City, for the first meeting of the
sides since the League Cup
semi-finals in 2018.

Pep Guardiola's men won
then and are among the
favourites for this year's FA
Cup, a trophy they last lifted in
the 2018-19 season.

Manchester United will host

West Ham, who won 2-0 at
third-tier Derby on Monday.

Stoke entertain Brighton,
who knocked out holders Liver-
pool 2-1on Sunday.

Leeds will travel to either Ful-
ham or Sunderland, who drew
1-1at Craven Cottage on Satur-
day. Leicester City meanwhile,
welcome either Blackburn or
Birmingham.

AFP

Gattuso leaves Valencia
by ‘mutual agreement’

Paris, France - Valencia an-
nounced on Monday that coach
Gennaro Gattuso was leaving the
club.

The club said that the two
sides "have decided by mutual
agreement to terminate the con-
tractual relationship”.

After losing 1-0 to Valladolid
on Sunday, Valencia are 14th in
La Liga, one point above the rel-
egation places.

“It is clear that | am responsi-
ble for this,” Gattuso said on Sun-
day after the defeat.

Spanish media said that Gat-
tuso had been frustrated by the
lack of transfer activity by the
club and met with club's top
management on Monday.

Gattuso, a defensive mid-
fielder who played 73 times for
Italy, first became a head coach

Gennaro Gattuso

in 2013 with Sion in Switzerland.

He managed former club AC
Milan for two seasons from 2015
to 2017, coached Napoli from
December 2019 to May 2021.
His only trophy as a manager is
the Coppa ltalia in 2020.

He agreed to join Fiorentinain
the summer of 2021 but quit be-
fore starting his contract after a
dispute over the club's transfer
policy. Gattuso took over at Va-
lenciain June, replacing Jose Bor-
dalas who had led the club to a
ninth-place finish and the Copa
del Rey final.

Valencia said that long-time
coach Voro, who has been care-
taker or interim boss at the club
on six occasions, would be in
charge when the squad resumed
training on Tuesday.

AFP

Weston McKennie

Leeds sign McKennie
on loan from Juventus

London, United Kingdom - Leeds
signed United States midfielder
Weston McKennie on loan from
Juventus until the end of the sea-
son on Monday.

McKennie moved to the Pre-
mier League club for a reported
£1 million ($1.2 million) loan fee.
The signing is subject to a work
permit.

The 24-year-old has made 41
appearances for the USA and
started all four of their World
Cup matches in Qatar last year.

McKennie is the third USA in-
ternational to team up with
Leeds' American boss Jesse
Marsch after Tyler Adams and

Brenden Aaronson joined the
club in the close season.

McKennie began his career at
Schalke, making 91 appearances
before becoming the first Amer-
ican to sign for Juventus, initially
on loan, in 2020.

He has made 96 appearances
in all competitions for Turin club,
scoring 13 goals.

McKennie is Leeds’ third Jan-
uary transfer-window signing
after the arrivals of Georginio
Rutter from Hoffenheim and
Max Wober from RB Salzburg.

McKennie could make his
Leeds debut at Nottingham For-
est this weekend.
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Argentina captain Lionel Messi holds the FIFA World Cup Trophy after the Qatar 2022 World Cup final at Lusail

Stadium last December (AFP)

1 would have
liked Maradona to
hand me the cup'’

Lionel Messi says World Cup trophy ‘called out’ to him

Buenos Aires, Argentina - Lionel
Messi won the World Cup be-
cause the sparkling solid gold tro-
phy picked him to lift it, the
Argentine star said in a radio in-
terview aired on Monday.

The 35-year-old inspired his
country to World Cup glory last
month by scoring two goals and
a penalty in the South Americans'
shoot-out triumph over previous
holders France following a
thrilling 3-3 draw in Qatar.

“The cup called out to me, it
told me: come and grab me, now
you can touch me,” Messi told
the Argentine Urbana Play radio
station.

"I saw it sparkling in that beau-
tiful stadium and | didn't hesitate”
to kiss it, he added, referring to

the stunning Lusail Stadium in
Doha, where the final was played.

Messi finally lifted the trophy
in his fifth and final World Cup
tournament, having lost in the
2014 final to Germany.

said Messi of the World Cup.

He thus became the first Ar-
gentina captain since Diego
Maradona in 1986 to lift the
World Cup.

"l would have liked Maradona

After so much suffering and
lost finals, God kept it for me

He also played in three losing
Copa America finals before fi-
nally clinching that trophy in
2021.

"After so much suffering and
lost finals, God kept it for me,”

to hand me the cup, so he could
at least see Argentina champi-
ons.” Maradona died of a heart
attack two years ago.

“From up above he gave me
strength, as did so many people

who love me."

Many people expected Messi
to retire, at least from interna-
tional duty, after the Qatar tri-
umph but he decided to
continue so he could take to the
field with his teammates as
world champions.

However, he admitted that the
end was close after a glory-laden
career that saw him also win four
Champions League titles and 10
La Liga crowns with Barcelona,
and a Ligue 1 trophy with Paris
Saint-Germain, as well as the Bal-
lon d'Or a record seven times.

“That's it, there's nothing left,
I've achieved everything with the
national team, with Barcelona, in-
dividually,” he said.

AFP

Le Graet ‘no longer has the
legitimacy’ to stay in top post

Paris, France - Noel Le Graet, the
scandal-hit president of the
French Football Federation under
investigation for sexual harass-
ment, “no longer has the neces-
sary legitimacy to run and
represent French football”, ac-
cording to a report into gover-
nance failings at the body seen
by AFP on Monday.

The report follows an audit of
the FFF ordered by France's
Sports Ministry after allegations
made against the 81-year-old Le
Graet, who was forced to step
down earlier this month pending
its outcome.

“Considering his conduct to-
wards women, his public com-
ments and the governance
failings of the FFF, Mr Le Graet no
longer has the necessary legiti-
macy to run and represent
French football,” the report said,
adding that the body's handling
of cases of sexist and sexual vio-
lence was “neither effective nor
efficient”.

Noel Le Graet

Le Graet is currently under in-
vestigation by Paris prosecutors
for sexual and psychological ha-
rassment following accusations
against him made by football
agent Sonia Souid.

The report stated that his at-
titude towards women “can be
described at the very least as
sexist”, and said that there was

evidence his behaviour was
"likely to be considered as crimi-
nal”.

He denies any wrongdoing.

Despite already stepping
down and being replaced on an
interim basis by vice-president
Philippe Diallo, Le Graet is still of-
ficially recognised as president

by world governing body FIFA.

Indian
groundsman
replaced after
‘shocker’
cricket pitch

New Delhi, India - A cricket sta-
dium in India has replaced its
chief groundsman after play-ers
and pundits complained about a
“shocker” pitch at a recent inter-
national against New Zealand, an
official said Tuesday.

The low-scoring T20 match
saw India reach the modest tar-
get of 100 with one ball and six
wickets to spare at Lucknow's
Ekana stadium on Sunday.

It witnessed 30 overs of spin
without a single six being hit in
either innings, a highly unusual
tally.

“To be honest, it was a
shocker of a wicket,” India skip-
per Hardik Pandya said.

“l don't mind difficult wickets.
But somewhere down the line
the curators or the grounds that
we are going to play in should
make sure they prepare the
pitches earlier,” he said.

Glam Homes edge OCT Ruwi
in Oman A Division League

Muscat - Glam Homes brushed
past OCT Ruwi by three wick-
ets in the Oman Cricket Do-
mestic League A Division,
powered by Khimji Ramdas.

Put in to bat first, OCT made
267/6 in 50 overs thanks
mainly to Mohammed Al
Balushi's 95 (114; 12x4,3x6).
Nalinda Prasad (3/33) was the
key bowler for Glam Homes.

In reply, Glam Homes' open-
ers Arbaz Qureshi and Pathum
W helped them get off to a
good start but fine bowling
spells from Zubair Al Balushi
(2/58) and Nawed Al Balushi
(2/44) brought OCT in to the
game as Glam Homes were
five down for 132 runs in 30
overs.

But Faizan Abdullah (55)
and Eameen Habib (51) domi-
nated the OCT Ruwi bow-lers
to get their team across the line
in the 48th over.

Faizan Abdullah , Nalinda Prasad, Eameen Habib and Pathum W of

Glam Homes after the win

In the C Division powered by
Credit Oman SAOC, Khalsa
United CT beat Mordern Mus-
cat Mountains by 17 runs.

Khalsa United CT made
172/6 in 20 overs with Sushil

Kadam making 66 (49; 6x4)

In reply Mountains but fell
short by 17 runs despite fine ef-
forts from Syed Arfan (54 of
40; 4x4) and Pradeesh Kumar
(41 of 36; 4x4).

Al Mouj Golf to Host Prestigious

International S

eries Season Kick-off

Oman’s premier golf course is chosen as one of the region’s finest cementing its reputation as a global sporting attraction

Muscat, 2 February 2023: Oman’s
championship golf course, Al Mouj
Golf, is set to become the first golf
course in the Middle East to host the
season opener of 2023's The Interna-
tional Series, the elevated series of
tournaments on the Asian Tour, later
this month. The Asian Tour is the
only recognized pan-Asian profes-
sional golf tour in Asia and will see
some of the world's best players
compete for a prize fund of $2million.

Famous names including Sergio
Garcia and Louis Oouisthazen are
among the 132-strong line-up of top-
level Pros set to play over four days
(Sth to 12th February) and take on
the challenges of the par 72 Greg
Norman design course in the first leg
of the Middle Eastern swing.

The International Series is set to
be staged in 10 different locations
globally with each taking place at pre-
mier golf clubs carefully selected for
the high quality of their course and

amenities and across global locations
including Qatar, Thailand, and Viet-
nam.

Set at the ocean's edge, Al Mouj
Golf is the Sultanate’s first links-style
course and a World 100 Course with
Today's Golfer placing it in the top

two the region in 2022 and now, as
the first ever Oman course to host
The International Series Asian Tour,
its reputation as a global sporting and
leisure attraction has been raised fur-
ther.

Over ten years, the course has

earned many plaudits for its superb
design and for its setting with breath-
taking views of the sea and the Hajar
mountains. As the nation's first PGA
championship course, it has also
hosted a number of other prominent
events including the Oman Open.

By attracting Pro and amateur
players from across the globe, Al
Mouj Golf has had a significant im-
pact on Oman's growing sport
tourism sector, as CEO of Al Mouj
Muscat, Nasser bin Masoud Al
Sheibani explains: “We are delighted
that Al Mouj Golf will host the kick-
off event of The International Series.
Our superb course will be the ideal
setting for this highly prestigious
tournament and it once more high-
lights Oman as a unique venue on
the world golf stage.

“More than six million golfers reg-
ularly travel to different courses in
pursuit of their passion and tourna-
ments such as this showcases our
exceptional course to a global audi-
ence.

“Tourism is critical as Oman di-
versifies its economy and the appeal
of sports tourism. Al Mouj Muscat is
committed to maintaining our global
presence by hosting Pro tournament

events, and to implementing innova-
tive ways to deliver lasting value to
our community, our stakeholders,
and the Sultanate of Oman through
sustainable tourism and building on
the 4 million visitors we attract an-
nually.”

Al Mouj Golf has now received 23
International Awards and has wel-
comed 16,000 golfers in addition to
hosting 35,000 guests with many
more expected as part of this latest
competition. The course is a key
asset of Al Mouj Muscat, the Sul-
tanate's leading leisure and lifestyle
destination, and a joint venture be-
tween Majid Al Futtaim Properties,
OMRAN, and Tanmia. As Oman'’s
first Integrated Tourism Complex Al
Mouj Muscat has delivered signifi-
cant socio-economic impact on job
creation, development, foreign direct
investment, growth in the number of
SMEs as well as across the tourism
sector.
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LUXURY WATCHES

GENERATION Z FINDS TIME FOR AFFORDABLE
SECOND-HAND LUXURY WATCHES, AS MOST
OF THE ORIGINALS WERE LIMITED EDITIONS

wiss watches are in high demand these
days, but sales of second-hand time-
pieces are also booming, driven by Gen-
eration Z buyers who want luxury goods
but are also sustainability-minded.

The global second-hand watch market is es-
timated at nearly 20bn Swiss francs
(US$21.7bn) and could reach 35bn francs by
2030, according to a study out in October by
the auditing and consulting giant Deloitte.

Historically, the province of collectors scout-
ing for rare watches at auction, the second-
hand market is turning increasingly
professional with the proliferation of online
sales sites that verify authenticity - with even
the watch manufacturers themselves getting
involved.

"Nowadays, there is a realisation that we
need to consume more responsibly,” said Fabi-
enne Lupo, the former head of the Foundation
High Horology, who organised a second-hand
luxury watch salon in Geneva in November.

The event was attended by the online auc-
tion giant eBay, the watch sales platform
Watchbox, and Swiss brands such as Zenith.

singer John Legend among its investors.

The luxury giant Richemont - which owns
Cartier, IWC and Piaget - entered the field as
early as 2018, buying the British platform
Watchfinder.

Rolex also took the plunge in December,
pulling the rug from beneath the counterfeiters
by launching a CPO programme with the Swiss
retailer Bucherer, which authenticates the
watches.

The programme is set up in six countries, in-
cluding Britain and France, with the aim of ex-
tending it to the United States in the future.

Watch your image

"Watch manufacturers typically have been wor-
ried about the secondary market as it was
closely associated with the grey market, where
discounted watches could be found," said Jon
Cox, an industry analyst with the Kepler
Cheuvreux financial services company. "How-
ever, they realise there is a halo effect of having
strong secondary prices, enhancing the brand
value of the primary watches.

For top-end luxury brands like Richard Mille,
where average watch prices exceed 260,000
Swiss francs, second-hand timepieces are even
a way of enhancing their image.

"We might have a client who tells us, 'there
was a limited edition of 100 watches; it was al-
ways my dream to buy one and now | have the
money - but you no longer make them and they
are almost impossible to find'," said Alexandre
Mille, who took over from his father who
founded the brand. Mille said his teams can
seek out the sought-after timepiece.

TIMEBOUND

Never say new again
Lupo said the craze for second-hand watches
could be explained by the consumer choices of
Millennials (born between 1980 and the late
1990s) and Generation Z (born between 1997
and 2010) who are 'very concerned about the fu-
ture of the planet, and no longer want to buy new'.
There is also the fashion for vintage objects

"that you can't find everywhere," she said.

And furthermore, buying certain Swiss luxury
watches new is getting harder, as the booming
market means longer waiting lists.

Swiss watch exports hit a new record in
2022, climbing 11.4 per cent year-on-year to
24.8bn Swiss francs, the Federation of the Swiss
Watch Industry announced Tuesday.

"Then, there is the digitalisation which has
accelerated with the pandemic,” Lupo told AFP.

The growth in the pre-owned watch market
is such that the British online platform Subdial
has developed an index tracking the 50 most-
traded models.

The average price fell from a record 45,000
Swiss francs in February 2022 to 35,000 francs

in September, which Deloitte called a 'correc-
tion' rather than a sign that the market was
shrinking.

Sales platforms for certified pre-owned
(CPO) watches are multiplying online, with the
sector still attracting new entrants, including the
US site Bezel, which counts former Disney pres-
ident Michael Ovitz, comedian Kevin Hart, and

Deloitte's study found that buying a cheaper
watch was the main motivation for 44 per cent
of respondents. But Cox also noted that second-
hand watches were a 'store of wealth', being
worn and shown off for years but still retaining
value to be resold so another watch can be
bought in its place.

AFP

CLASSIFIEDS

BIRTHDAY
WISHES

SITUATION WANTED

Construction Project Management
Professional with B.Tech, M.Tech &
MBA,; 21 years field experience as GM,

Warehouse/Logistics

A dynamic professional with 15 years
of GCC experience in warehousing,
distribution, inventory, procurement
and logistics supply chain manage-
ment is looking for a suitable position.

Indian male, Diploma, Degree in Civil,
having 2-3 years experience including
10 months experience in Oman also
having Oman Drivers licence looking
for a suitable civil Supervisor job. Mob
78608219 Gmail:

Contact: +968-77532864
Email: hashimsahil90@gmail.com

Indian female, B.Tech civil engineer,
looking for a suitable job. Flexible to
adapt to any other department as well.
Contact: +968-91719385

position. Has Omani driving licence.
Contact: +968-90614634
Email: 2suveesh@gmail.com

CLEANING SERVICES

Send your request
for Birthday/
Anniversary

wishes to

Worked as a warehouse manager with shahrukh9722@gmail.com
knowledge of ERP, Oracle, Dynamics
Microsoft & Onyx, SAP: MM/WM.
Presently in Muscat on a visit visa.
email: saifbadis@gmail.com

Contact: +968-94355618

Project Manager, Construction Man-
ager & Contact/Billing Manager in
multi-national companies, available for
position in Oman & Gulf Countries.
email:

Cleaning services - Carpet, Sofa
Shampooings, pest control, anti ter-
mite treatment, supply of cleaning
staff, office boys, supply of loading &
unloading staff.Contact: Al Muhur
Trading: 95506360, 94214747

wish@apexmedia.co.m
with your resident
card copy
(It's free of cost)

Indian male - with over 13 years of ex-
perience, working at the capacity of
chief accountant, with ability to han-
dle accounts up to finalisation and
lead a team - is looking for a suitable

Indian male - with PG Diploma in
Human Resource Management
(Canada) and MBA (Finance) - look-
ing for a suitable HR, administrative
job. Flexible to adapt to any sector.

engrsanjeeva@yahoo.com
GSM: 79213105

¢ Fleet of 2,000 vehicles

* Choose from a wide range
of brands & models

* PDO, OXY and BP spec
vehicles available

FOR RENT

Available 2100 sq meter best in class
Warehouse cum office Space,
fully furnished ready to use, Located at
Prime area of Ghala in the heart of the
city having easy access to airport &
express Way.

Contact: Girish Sewani-93893596

SUMI NAZEER
February 1

¢ Attractive rates for short-term

Umma, all your life, & long-term lease

Your prayers have
always been for our
happiness.
Today our prayer is
for you. With love,
Wafa, Achu, Vappy

Muscat 9014 6672, 9679 0684 % iU J9i
Sohar 9731 6218 | Salalah 9429 9325

www.orbit-oman.com

% ORBIT

Car Rental & Lease
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ATELIER ZUHRA

RAYAN AL SULAIMANI
PROPRIETOR OF
ATELIER ZUHRA, IN
DUBAI, RECENTLY
DESICGNED A
STUNNING OUTFIT
FOR AMERICAN
SINGER-PERFORMER
BEYONCE WHO
PERFORMED AT THE
GRAND OPENING OF
ATLANTIS THE ROYAL,
DUBAI, A FORTNIGHT

,

AGO, PAVING THE WAY

FOR YOUNG OMANI
DESICGNERS LIKE HER
TO DREAM BIG

Hubert Vaz

n January 21, amid fire-

works and glittering

fanfare, Atlantis The

Royal - a 43-storey

cantilevered building,
featuring 231 luxury apartments, 693
hotel rooms, and 102 suites - all with
a view of the Arabian Sea and Palm Is-
land, was thrown open to international
guests. The highlight of the evening
was an explicit performance by Amer-
ican singer-songwriter-dancer Bey-
once who was roped in to perform for
a whopping sum of US$ 24mn.

But amid all the stunning display of
grandeur and grandiose at an event at-
tended by celebrities and special invi-
tees from around the world, Oman had
its finger in the pie in a special way!

The impressive outfit in daffodil yel-
low worn by Beyonce (fondly known as
'Queen Bey") for the performance, was
designed by young Omani designer
Rayan al Sulaimani, CEO of Atelier
Zuhra in Dubai.

The performance by Beyoncé
assumed much importance as it was
her first full concert in five years,
reportedly at a price tag of US$24mn.
The megastar had not staged a full-
length concert since an appearance at
the Global Citizen Festival in Johannes-
burg in 2018, but, apparently, could not
refuse this ‘tempting’ offer, Sun news-
paper reported.

Asked about the special privilege
and prestige attached to the task of
designing for Queen Bey, Rayan said,
“I'm very proud of this huge achieve-
ment. | hope, | made my family and my

I’'m fond of ‘classy
colours’— white,
black, grey and
nude. Idon’t have a
favourite fabric as
every season brings
forth something

country proud, as mine is the first
Omani brand to dress Queen Bey.”

Disclosing the client brief, Rayan
said, “We were selected to sketch and
send a few sketches for a suitable outfit
for the performance. Fortunately, one
of the sketches was approved. We
started working on the piece since No-
vember and submitted it just a few
hours before the performance, with
fittings going on for almost a week
before delivery.”

About the guidelines provided for
the design, Rayan said, “We were sent
a few pictures to use as a reference for
what Beyonce had in mind. So, we cre-
ated a look that suited her request.”

Atelier Zuhra has, indeed, a presti-
gious track record, having designed in
the past for a string of international
celebrities, including a few from Holly-

beautiful

RAYAN AL SULAIMANI

wood and Bollywood.

“We do have a lot of western clients
and we work with everyone around the
world. Some of these include Holly-
wood celebrities like Paris Hilton, Nicky
Minaj, Naomi Campbell, Alicia Keys, to
mention a few,"” said Rayan, adding that
the outfit created for Beyonce was
much loved and appreciated for its
design as well as for the fact that it
was pulled within a short time.

“| have been in this business since
2015 and was involved both, in design
and management, of the business,”
said Rayan who was handed over the
prestigious atelier (named after her
grandmother) by her mother, a tal-
ented designer and businesswoman,
who had recognised Rayan's design
skills early in life and chose to appoint
her as its CEO.

Asked about her most favourite
designs created till date, Rayan said,
“It's difficult to choose a favourite
design as every piece is unique in its
own way.” About global fashion dis-
tinctions, she added, “I believe, there
isn't any difference between fashion in
the East and the West. We can witness
a lot of Arab names dressing big
celebrities for the red carpet, concerts,
film festivals, Oscar's, and many more.”

As for her next prestigious order,
Rayan preferred to be tight-lipped. “We
do have a lot of big orders coming up -
| can't reveal anything about that - but
the best is yet to come,” she assured.
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