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HM THE SULTAN RECEIVES THANKS

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik
has received a cable of thanks from the Custodian of
the Two Holy Mosques King Salman bin Abdulaziz
Al Saud of Saudi Arabia in reply to His Majesty’s
greetings cable on the occasion of KSA Foundation
Day. In the cable, King Salman expressed his

sincere appreciation for His Majesty the Sultan’s - !
heartfelt sentiments and prayers, wishing His
Majesty good health and happiness. He also
wished the Omani people further progress and

HMISSUES 2 ROYAL DECREES

His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik issued two Royal decrees
reading as follows: Royal Decree
No. (13/ 2023) on ratifying a
cooperation agreement in the field
of shipping and ports between

the government of the Sultanate
of Oman and the government of
Bahrain, signed in Manama on 24
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‘Cultural shows added
a creative dimension’

\
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Times News Service

MUSCAT: Satisfied with the
success of the 27th Muscat In-
ternational Book Fair, which con-
cluded on Saturday, Dr. Abdullah
bin Nasser Al Harrasi, Minister
of Information, attributed it to
the addition of new programmes
including cultural activities.

Al Harrasi, who is also the
chairman of the main committee
of'the Muscat International Book
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Fair, said: “The inclusion of cul-
tural activities added a creative
dimension to the fair. Without
these activities, the fair would

just become a place for selling

books and inking deals between
publishers.”

The minister said: “The book
fair’s main aim is to boost read-
ing habits in the society. At the
fair, we showcased various gen-
res of books and supported the
publishers.” >A3

TOP THREE INSIDE STORIES

Indians top list of
travellers in 2022

With over 147,000 Indians

flying via Muscat Airport

by the end of December
2022, they topped the list of
passengers travelling through
the airport, according to the
National Centre for Statistics
and Information(NCSI).>A2

Biden's cancerous
skin lesion removed

US President Joe Biden’s
2 doctor said that a skin
lesion removed from the
president’s chest in February
was a basal cell carcinoma, a

type of cancer. Biden required no
further treatment, he said. >A7
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MSX index rises 50
points in February

The MSX index rose in
3 February with the support
ofthe shares ofleading
firms that attracted investors and
increased by 50 points to close

the trading session in February at
4753 points. >B1

EFFORTS TAI(EN'

IN QUAKE-PRONE
AREAS BY OMAN’
RESGUE MISSION

The 46-member Omani team stayed for 15

days in Turkiye before returning to Oman

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The National Search
and Rescue Team (NSRT) of the
Civil Defence and Ambulance Au-
thority (CDAA), which concluded
its operations in the quake-hit
Turkiye recently managed to res-
cue scores of people from the rub-
ble and provided life-saving medi-
cal aid to more than 30 people

during their 15-day mission.

The 46-member team, which
was based in the Turkish province
of Hatay, also rescued two peo-
ple alive and recovered six bod-
ies from the debris of buildings
during the operations in Antalya,

southern Turkiye.

Speaking to Times of Oman,

Lieutenant Colonel Mohammed
bin Hamoud Al Mahmoudi, the
team leader, said: “The team car-
ried out many search and rescue
operations, provided emergency
care to the injured, and found
survivors from under the rub-
ble in several locations in Hatay.
Despite the challenges we faced,
aftershocks from time to time,
traffic congestion and bitter cold,
our team took exceptional efforts
during the mission.”

Al Mahmoudi added: “Our team
comprised experts (search and
rescue teams, building engineers,
specialists in operations, com-
munications, doctors and para-
medical personnel.

“We also carried specialised

More flights to India in summer

Times News Service

MUSCAT: With the summer
season expected to see a jump in
travellers, airlines are gearing up
to provide better connectivity to
India from the Sultanate of Oman.

The introduction of direct flights
from the southern Indian city of
Chennai to Muscat by budget air
carrier, IndiGo, is set to provide
more options not just to Chennai
but also to other Indian cities and
Sri Lanka.

Oman’s national carrier, Oman
Air, has also boosted its connec-
tivity to India with the recent an-
nouncement of two new destina-
tions to Indian cities of Lucknow
and Thiruvananthapuram.

Oman Air’s major network
expansion in its summer sched-
ule also introduces flights to
Chittagong (Bangladesh) and
Maldives.

Besides, the Chennai-Muscat
flight, IndiGo hopes to capture a
larger share of the international
market and confirmed the open-
ing of several new flights to the
Middle East.

From March 26, IndiGo will
start flying on Chennai-Muscat
route, besides operating daily
flights on the Abu Dhabi-Hy-
derabad, and Abu Dhabi-Chennai
routes. It may be mentioned that In-
diGo previously operated Chennai-
Muscat route from 2016 to 2018.

In his remarks to Times of
Oman, an airline representative
from Muscat said: “We are happy
to see the introduction of direct
flights between Chennai and Mus-
cat from March 26. Passengers will
be allowed a baggage allowance of
30kgs besides 7kgs of hand luggage
until final destination. The one-
way fare between Muscat- Chen-
nai is starting from OMR 44.

“Chennai will be IndiGo’s fourth
direct destination to Muscat.
We already have direct flights to
Mumbai, Kochi and Hyderabad.
All our aircraft are operated with
A320-NEOs.”

The flight will depart from
Chennai at 12:45am and arrive in
Muscat at 3am. The return flight
will depart Muscat at 4am and
land in Chennai at 9.20am.

Oman Air’s network
expansion

With an aim to consolidate its net-
work in the sub-continent, Oman
Air, the national airline of the
Sultanate, unveiled its summer
schedule for 2023 recently. >A2

Lieutenant Ali Al Farsi.

equipment for searching survi-
vors, cameras and audio sensors
to survey the collapsed sites and
receive signals if any person is
found alive under the rubble. We
worked closely with the interna-
tional search and rescue teams
in accordance with the require-
ments of the International Search
and Rescue Advisory Board.”

Al Mahmoudi said: “The Na-

tional Search and Rescue Team
is always fully prepared for any
emergencies and disasters. The
recent rescue mission in Turkiye
gave our team new experience to
work in such a calamity.”

The Omani team leader said:
“We had moments of joy for those
that were reunited with families
but there’s also grief. It’s an emo-
tional rollercoaster. It’s incredibly
difficult to describe. Until you ex-
perience it, that’s when you can
only validate those feelings.”

The death toll from the devas-
tating earthquakes that recently
struck Turkiye and Syria has
climbed beyond 50,000 - and left
many more people homeless. It
has taken a terrible toll on men-
tal health for those caught up in
the tragedy, both directly and
indirectly.

Following the catastrophic
quake on February 6, the Oman
rescue mission left for Turkiye on
February 8 and returned on Feb-
ruary 23 on board the Royal Air
Force of Oman flight. >A5

Oman to showcase its tourism
capabilities, sites at I'TB Berlin

MUSCAT: The Sultanate of
Oman will take part in Berlin
International Travel and Tour-
ism Fair (ITB 2023 ) from 7 to 9
March 2023.

The Omani delegation will be
led by Salim Mohammed Al Mah-
rouqi, Minister of Heritage and
Tourism.

ITB Berlin is the world’s larg-
est tourism industry fair. It
brings together countries, tour-
ist destinations, tour operators,
airlines, travel agents, booking
agents and hotels.

The Sultanate of Oman pa-
vilion at ITB Berlin 2023 will
showcase tourism capabilities
and unique sites in the country,
with the presence of entities con-
cerned and companies which are
promoting the Sultanate of Oman
in cooperation with the Ministry
of Heritage and Tourism (MHT).

The fair will include bilateral
meetings between specialists in
the Omani tourism sector and
their counterparts abroad with
the aim of promoting tourism
exchange.

This edition of the Berlin In-

ternational Travel and Tourism
Fair 2023 (ITB), comes with the
tourism sector’s recovery from
the effects of the coronavirus
pandemic.

The statistical data for 2022,
showed that the Sultanate of
Oman received about 2.9 million
visitors by the end of December
2022, recording an increase of
348.2%, compared with the same
period of 2021.

The data also showed that the
total hotel revenues in the Sul-
tanate of Oman in 2022, reached
OMR186 million. -ona
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His Majesty the
Sultan issues two
Rovyal Decrees

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik on Thursday
issued two Royal decrees reading
as follows:

Royal Decree No. (13/ 2023)
on ratifying a cooperation agree-
ment in the field of shipping and
ports between the government
of the Sultanate of Oman and the
government of the Kingdom of
Bahrain, signed in Manama on 24
October 2022.

Article (1) ratifies the afore-
mentioned agreement as per the
version attached to this decree.

Article (2) says that this decree
shall be published in the Official
Gazette and enforced on its date
of'issue.

Royal Decree No. (14/ 2023)
ascribes the public utility sta-
tus to the project of (Ibri bypass
road) and (Ibri-Ten'am) dual-
carriageway in the Governorate

of A’'Dhabhira.

Article (1) states that the pro-
ject of (Ibri bypass road) and
(Tbri-Ten’am) dual-carriageway
in the Governorate of A’'Dhahira,
as defined in the memo and dia-
gram attached to this decree, is
henceforth deemed a public util-
ity project.

Article (2) stipulates that the
authorities concerned may ex-
propriate, through direct imple-
mentation, the properties and
lands necessary for the afore-
mentioned project, along will the
installations therein in accord-
ance with the Public Utility Ex-
propriation Law promulgated by
the Royal Decree No. (64/ 78).

Article (3) says that this decree
shall be published in the Official
Gazette and enforced on its date
ofissue.

-ONA

Traditional
long boat
rOW1ng race
organised

SOHAR: The Ministry of Culture,
Sports and Youth, represented by
the Omani Committee for Marine
Sports in the Wilayat of Sohar, or-
ganised on Saturday a 30-foot tra-
ditional rowing boat race. A num-
ber of rowing teams in the wilayats
of North Al Batinah Governorate
participated in the event.

Therace started from the fishing
port to the waterfront of the Silver
Jubilee Park for a distance of four
kilometres. The number of com-
petitors reached 70 in all boats,
with ten competitors in each boat
with the team leader, competing to
reach the finish line.

At the conclusion, the winners
coming first were crowned, and
they will represent the Sultanate
of Oman team in the rowing race in
the Emirate of Dubai in the United
Arab Emirates during the coming
period of this year.
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Oman airports
see increase in
traffic last year

Muscat International
Airport turned out

to be one of the
favourites for Indian
travellers as they
topped the list of
passengers flying
through the airport

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman airports saw
a surge in traffic in the past year
with the National Centre for Sta-
tistics and Information (NCSI),
recording a total number of
9,876,762 passengers, arriving,
departing and transiting, by the
end of 2022.

Muscat International Airport
turned out to be one of the favour-
ites for Indian travellers as they
topped the list of passengers fly-
ing through the airport.

According to NCSI, a total of
147,032 Indian travellers used
Muscat International Airport for
arriving, departing and transit-
ing by the end of December 2022.
They were followed by Bangla-
desh travellers with 53,130 and
Pakistan nationals (39,853).

128 percent increase

The number of incoming and
outgoing international flights
through Muscat, Salalah and
Sohar airports increased by
128 percent and hit a mark of
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65,220 flights by the end of
December 2022.

During the same period in
2021, the total was 28,580, largely
due to the impact of COVID-19
pandemic.

The number of arrivals through
the airports of the Sultanate of
Oman increased significantly by
133 percent while the number of
departures increased by 109 per-
cent. The incoming and outgo-
ing international and domestic
flights through Muscat Interna-
tional Airport increased by 107
percent, to reach 68,737 flights,
carrying 8,602,791 passengers.

Salalah Airport recorded a sig-
nificant increase of 71 percent
in the number of international
and domestic flights, as the num-
ber of flights through the airport
reached 8,672 carrying 1,128,024
passengers.

The number of international
and domestic flights departing
and arriving from Sohar Airport
were 813 flights with 78,482 pas-
sengers while the Dugm Air-
port recorded 650 incoming and
outgoing domestic flights, and
transported a total of 67465
passengers.

In line with IATA report
The surge in traffic was also de-
tailed in a recent report of In-

ternational Air Transport As-
sociation (IATA) that recorded
Middle Eastern airlines witness-
ing a 1574% traffic rise in 2022
compared to 2021.

“Capacity increased 73.8 per-
cent and load factor climbed 24.6
percentage points to 75.8 per-
cent while December demand
climbed 69.8 percent compared
to the same month in 2021, the
Geneva-based International Air
Transport Association (IATA)
said in its December 2022 report.

The report further said that the
recovery in air travel continued
in December 2022 and for the
full year with total traffic in 2022
(measured in revenue passenger
kilometres or RPKs) rising by
64.4 per cent compared to 2021.

“Globally, full-year 2022 traffic
was at 68.5 percent of pre-pan-
demic (2019) levels. December
2022 total traffic rose 39.7 per-
cent compared to December 2021
and reached 76.9 percent of the
December 2019 level,” it said in
its report.

International traffic in 2022
climbed 1527 per cent against
2021 and reached 62.2 percent
of 2019 levels. December 2022
international traffic climbed 80.2
per cent over December 2021,
reaching 75.1 percent of the level
in December 2019.

Flights to new
destinations

<FROM The addition of four
A destinations, including
increase in frequency of

flights on certain Indian

increase in the number of flights
from its hub in Muscat compared
This will provide the market
with approximately 60,000 more
The four new destinations
being introduced for the sum-
flights from Muscat to Lucknow,
India and five-weekly flights be-
thapuram, India (from August);
four-weekly flights from Muscat
March end); four-weekly flights
from Muscat to Maldives (from

two Indian cities, and
sectors, will bring a 60 percent
to the previous year.
seats weekly across its network.
mer schedule are: twelve-weekly
tween Muscat and Thiruvanan-
to Chittagong, Bangladesh (from
June end).

Raising the frequency of the
flights to different Indian cities,
Oman Air will now operate dou-
ble-daily flights to Mumbai (from
March end, wide-body), double-
daily flights to Chennai (from
March end), double-daily flights
to Kochi (from March end), dou-
ble-daily flights to Kozhikode
(from March end) and double-
daily flights to Hyderabad (from
March end).

A statement from Oman Air
said that the expanded network
and the new schedule demon-
strates the company’s ongoing
efforts to contribute to the econ-
omy of the Sultanate of Oman
while also exhibiting its drive for
increased global reach through
its award-winning services and
products, along with its signature
Omani hospitality both in the air
and on the ground.
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Bids for new oil, gas
areas to be launched

A second ‘Batch-2’
will focus on offshore
blocks and is planned
to be launched by the
end of Q2, 2023

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Sultanate of
Oman’s Ministry of Energy and
Minerals (MEM) has announced
that it is preparing to launch two
new bid rounds in the first half of
this year.

The ministry tweeted on Thurs-
day that “The Ministry of Energy
and Minerals is in the preparation
process to offer a new batch of oil
and gas concession areas by the
end of Q12023.

“The bid round will target on-
shore blocks as Batch -1, which
offers onshore blocks containing a
mixture of tested producing wells,
discovered areas, as well as pros-
pects and leads.”

A second ‘Batch-2’ will focus on

offshore blocks and is planned to
belaunched by the end of Q2,2023.

Inanothertweet, also on Thurs-
day, the ministry announced that
it is in the preparation process to
offer a new batch of mining con-
cession areas in the first quarter
0f'2023.

This process would also include
new concession areas targeting
commodities like chromite, cop-
per, limestone and others, the min-
istry added.

Mining concession

rights awarded

Earlier on Thursday, the Minis-
try of Energy and Minerals signed

a mining concession agreement

with Knights Bay of Britain cover-
ing the mining concession rights

to Block 21 in the Wilayat of Ibra
in the Governorate of North

A’Sharqgiyah.

Under the agreement, the

UK firm will extract nickel and
its derivatives with high purity

without any carbon emissions
(zero carbon).

The agreement was signed by

Eng Salim Nasser al Aufi, Minis-

ter of Energy and Minerals, with

Brian Spratley, Chairman of the
Board of Directors of Knights Bay.
Dr Salah bin Hafeedh Al Dahab,

Director General of Investment at

Sayyid Badr holds talks with
Indian Minister Jaishankar

NEW DELHI: On the sidelines
of the Raisina Dialogue, India’s
External Affairs Minister S Jais-
hankar, held meetings with coun-
terparts of Oman, France, Singa-
pore and Bangladesh.

Taking to Twitter, Jaishankar
said that he met Oman’s Foreign
Minister Sayyid Badr Hamad Al
Busaidi.

“A warm meeting with FM
@badralbusaidi of Oman this
evening. Value his #G20FMM
and #RaisinaDialogue2023 par-
ticipation Our bilateral coopera-
tion is growing from strength to
strength,” Jaishankar tweeted.

The Sultanate of Oman, repre-
sented by the Foreign Ministry,
took part in Raisina Dialogue,
within the framework of Oman’s
participation in G20 meetings be-
ing held at the Indian capital, New
Delhi.

Oman’s delegation was repre-
sented in the dialogue by Sayyid
Badr Hamad Al Busaidi.

Sayyid Badr spoke at a panel
discussion entitled “A Region of

Cameras used to
record number of
visitors at book fair

<FROM “This time we intro-
A duced a lot of activities,

which have been wel-

comed by the public.

There was a committee
for organising the cultural ac-
tivities and the activities were
planned in coordination with the
concerned authorities,” Al Har-
rasi said.

Al Harrasi added: We had the
delight to host the Cultural Week
of Bahrain as part of the activi-
ties of the 27th edition of Mus-
cat International Book Fair. The
week represented a qualitative
addition to the activities. The
Cultural Week of Bahrain in-

Opportunities: From the Medi-
terranean to the Arabian Sea”
that addressed challenges and op-
portunities of the region with re-
gard to energy dynamics, climate
change, and regional and interna-
tional cooperation.

In his speech, Sayyid Badr
highlighted the importance of
the Middle East region. He also
touched on the lucrative oppor-
tunities for the region and the
world as a result of the transition
process from an economy that
relies on fossil energy sources of

oil and gas to a modern economy
that relies on renewable and clean
energy. These promising oppor-
tunities, the minister said, can
be utilised through constructive
cooperation among various coun-
tries, organisations and research
institutions.

Sayyid Badr underscored the
importance of intensifying efforts
to tackle climate change related
challenges to reduce carbon emis-
sions, invest in renewable energy
and green hydrogen, and encour-
age innovation.

the ministry, said this agreement
comes in line with the govern-
ment’s approach to allocate min-
ing concession areas to develop
investment in the mineral sector
in the Sultanate of Oman.

This agreement is the first
mining agreement with a foreign
investor. He added that initial in-
vestments related to the explora-
tion and appraisal phase are esti-
mated at about US$25-30 million
in the first three years, covering an
area of 1,444 square kilometres.

In a statement to Oman News
Agency (ONA), Dr Salah said this
phase also includes geological sur-
veys and the drilling of a number
of exploratory and appraisal wells,
as well as chemical analysis to
confirm the quantities of mineral
reserves according to approved in-
ternational standards.

Through the agreement, Knights
Bay will build, develop and process
battery minerals (nickel and co-
balt) in the Sultanate of Oman to
meet the global demand for nickel
through electric car manufacturers.

The signing ceremony of the
agreement was attended by Mohs-
en Hamad Al Hadhrami, Under-
Secretary of the Ministry of Ener-
gy and Minerals, and the Chargés
d’affaires of the British Embassy in
Muscat. (with inputs from ONA

Minister of Economy
leaves for Doha to
take part in meeting

-

&

MUSCAT: Assigned by His Maj-
esty Sultan Haitham bin Traik,
Dr. Said bin Mohammed Al Saqri,
Minister of Economy, left yes-
terday for Qatar to represent the
Sultanate of Oman at the 5th
United Nations Conference on
the Least Developed Countries,
scheduled for today in Doha.

The conference aims to set new
ambitious action programme for
the least developed countries
with the focus on investment
in people in the least developed
countries.

The conference aims to eradi-
cate poverty, build capabilities,
employ the power of science and
technology and innovation to

achieve the objectives of sustain-
able development and support
transformation for achieving
prosperity.

It also aims to boost the par-
ticipation of the least developed
countries in international trade
and regional integration to fight
climate change and environment
deterioration and to recover from
the COVID-19 pandemic for
achievement of sustainable de-
velopment through international
efforts and partnerships.

The conference includes hold-
ing official sessions for heads of
the delegations and other ses-
sions on the sidelines of the con-
ference. -ona
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cluded several activities which
showcased many aspects includ-
ing the country’s rich heritage
and culture of Bahrain including
poetry and songs.”

The minister said that he
would “prefer to listen to the
views of visitors to measure the
success of the 27th edition of
Muscat International Book Fair”.
“Overall, I am quite satisfied with
the tremendous efforts put in
to make this edition of the fair a
grand success,” he said.

At this edition of the book fair,
a smart technology that included
cameras, was used to record the
number of visitors.

J
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1 Mudhaibi is the larg-
Aest wilayat in Sharqiyah

region of Oman. A well-
preserved tomb covering a 50-80
square metre area and a settle-
ment, dating back to the begin-
ning of the Iron Age, was discov-
ered in Al-Mudhaibi, specifically
in Al Saleeli mountain by archae-
ologists from Oman and Heidel-
berg University in 2019. Archae-
ologists believed that the site
belonged to the miners who were
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the region, with manifestations
of human activities such as early
farming, herding, copper smelt-
ing and trade exchange, notably
among coastal communities and
Sindh country.

Apart from these, Mudhaibi
is also known for mosques and
forts. While Al Rawdah Fort is
an old Islamic fort, the Al Zuhd
Mosque is built-up on an area of
500 square metres and is situated
on a plot of 1,260 square metres.
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Economic, free, industrial zones
boost Oman’s economic growth

The projects and
industries in these
zones contribute

to backing the In-
Country Value of the
national economy
and increasing the
volume of Omani
exports to glohal

markets

MUSCAT: The Public Authority
for Special Economic Zones and
Free Zones (OPAZ) boosts the
growth of Omani industries in its
affiliated zones through the well-
developed infrastructure that ena-
bles establishing various indus-
trial projects.

In addition, the zones provide a
set of incentives and facilities, so
these projects and industries con-
tribute to backing the In-Country
Value (ICV) of the national econ-

< FRDM

Lieutenant Ali Al Farsi, an official
in the Civil Defence and Ambu-
lance Authority, who was part of
the national search and rescue
team, said: “Our mission lasted 15
days. We worked from early morn-
ing until midnight in search of sur-
vivors, using thermal devices to
detect survivors under the rubble.
‘We only slept for a few hours, usu-
ally not exceeding five hours. We
were praying to God to help us to
find survivors.”

Speaking about the ground zero

omy and increasing the volume of
Omani exports to global markets.
In this regard, Dr. Said bin
Khalifa Al Quraini, General Man-
ager of Investment Development
in OPAZ, underscored the impor-
tance of the Council of Ministers’
directives to promote Omani in-
dustries and develop a national
policy aimed at reducing imports,
increasing exports and enhancing
ICV. Al Quraini explained that the
industries in OPAZ affiliated zones
have played a pioneering role in
introducing the national product
into the supply chains of large and
transformative industries, and
working to facilitate introducing
a service system to involve SMEs
and logistical services that support
foreign projects. Such system also
serves acquiring relevant skills
and know-how, especially in the

‘;'I.

situation, Al Farsi said: “The con-
stant siren of ambulances echoed
through the rubble. Aid trucks,
bulldozers and volunteers were
all stuck in queues of traffic that
stretched for miles. It was a state
of utter chaos in the freezing cold.
‘We were sleeping in tents as the
aftershocks continued till the day
we returned to Oman. The cloud of
sadness hangs over everyone, with
hopes diminishing of survivors as
time passes by.”

Al Farsi said: “It is not very easy

growing technological revolution
towards using the artificial intel-
ligence (AI) the industry, as well as
building a skillful national work-
force to provide many services for
these projects.

Regarding the zones where
industries are concentrated, Al
Quraini indicated that the indus-
trial cities all over the Sultanate of
Oman host anumber of national in-
dustries, given that they target the
local and GCC markets. As for the
special and free economic zones,
they include more foreign projects,
which in turn contribute to con-
necting and communicating with
the global markets and strengthen-
ing the country’s trade balance.

“The industrial cities and their
economic growth in the governo-
rates have contributed to empow-
ering SMEs through the business

1 ‘We were lookmg for people

to recover from the things you
have seen. It is traumatic, and very
dramatic as well.” He added: “We
were their last hope to find their
loved ones. On all the streets out-
side the buildings family members
were waiting for news so there was
an emotional pressure too.

Main aim

“Our main aim was to look for peo-
ple who were still alive in the rub-
ble and rescue them. The devasta-
tion outthere...isincredible. There

opportunities offered by factories
to these enterprises, generating
job opportunities and supporting
the In-Country Value”, Dr. Said Al
Quraini said on the important role
of industrial cities in developing
the governorates and their contri-
bution to economic growth.
Further, the governorates strive
to achieve economic diversifica-
tion through setting up various
industries and economic activi-
ties. They also integrate with the
big projects operating in the dif-
ferent zones supervised by OPAZ.
“The integration between Sohar
Fee Zone, Port of Sohar and Sohar
Industrial City has highly thrived
the growth of commercial and
economic movement in the Gov-
ernorate of North Al Batinah in
particular, as investments in these
zones exceed over RO 11.7 billion

in sectors of manufacturing and
petrochemical industries, logistics
and food services, and clean energy
projects” Al Quraini pointed out.
Onthe other hand, Al Dakhiliyah
Governorate witnessed commer-
cial boom in the marble industry
and its byproducts and spare parts
used in oil concession areas, which
contributed to the establishment
of other businesses to support the
factories specialised in this in-
dustry. However, in Salalah Free
Zone and Raysut Industrial Zone
in Dhofar Governorate, a number
of pharmaceutical industries have
concentrated, with investments
value reaching OMR76.5 million.
“Al Wusta Governorate is home
for the Special Economic Zone at
Dugm (SEZAD), in which the vol-
ume of investments exceed over
OMRS3.6 bhillion, including Dugm
Refinery and the Crude Oil Storage
Park in Ras Markaz, in addition to
hosting clusters of modern indus-
tries, most notably those related
to renewable energy that received
a great demand from a number of
international companies to localise
clean energy projects in SEZAD.
Accordingly, an area spanning 250
square kilometres has been allo-
cated for renewable energy projects
and two projects, specialised in the
production of green hydrogen, are
already under preparation and con-
struction”, Al Quraini explained.

He further added that there is a
high interest from other local and
international companies to set up
green energy plants due to their
integration with clean energy-
producing projects, including the
green steel production project for
the Jindal Company. This plant
will integrate with projects pro-
ducing green hydrogen for the
manufacture of green steel and
aluminium for export to many
countries worldwide. Other facto-
ries include Karwa Motors, Dugm
Hongtong Piping Factory, those
specialized in food industries and
many others.

Dr. Said Al Quraini confirmed
that OPAZ is going on to strength-
en the role of its affiliated zones in
the various governorates.

This reflects OPAZ belief in
the importance of integration in
enhancing ICV and empowering
SMEs. Moreover, it supports the
efforts of governors in developing
diversified economic sectors in the
governorates in general, whether
by transferring know-how and ex-
changing expertise to develop qual-
itative economic activities in line
with the comparative advantage
with each governorate. Besides,
this could be achieved through the
services provided by companies
operating in OPAZ affiliated zones
areas to individuals, SMEs, and lo-
cal community entities. —ona

still alive in the quake rubble’

were entire streets with collapsed
buildings, others on their side.”

Al Farsi said: “I don’t think any
training can prepare you for the
emotional toll and the damage that
we’ve seen. You do feel the pres-
sure to perform. But finding some-
one was incredible. It’'s a really
good feeling.

“There were so many people
out on the ground... all the locals
would come and there would be
people everywhere just with an-
ticipation and hope of finding

somebody alive.”

Nabil Al Shamli of the Interna-
tional Search and Rescue Advi-
sory Agency (INSARAG) lauded
the efforts made by the team
from Oman.

“We dealt with one of the best
teams in terms of organisation,
coordination and professional-
ism. The team responded to a
number of calls of assistance
in a record time, aiding in the
rescue of a number of people
from the rubble and recovering

several bodies.

The team has participated in
several successful search and res-
cue missions in Oman and abroad
and also been involved in the dis-
tribution of aid to the victims of
the earthquake that struck Nepal
in 2015.

According to recent reports, the
operations in Turkiye and Syria
have now reached the recovery
and rehabilitation stage, with the
focus on supporting those affected
by the deadly quake.
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Yogain
universities

JEDDAH: Saudi Arabia is set to in-
troduce yoga in its universities due to
its significance for mental and physi-
cal health, according to amediareport.

Several agreements will be signed
with major universities in Saudi
Arabia to support and promote yoga
over the next few months, according
to Saudi Yoga Committee President

Nouf Al-Marwaai. — ant
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Australian PM Albanese
to embark on India visit

NEW DELHI: Australian Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese will
embark on a state visit to India
from March 8-11 to lock India-
Australia Economic Cooperation
and Trade Agreement (ECTA)
deal while also upgrading the bi-
letaral relationship.

“At the invitation of Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
the Prime Minister of Austral-
ia, Anthony Albanese, will pay
a State Visit to India on 08-11
March 2023. He will be accom-
panied by Senator Don Farrell,
Minister for Trade and Tourism,
and Madeleine King, Minister
for Resources and Northern Aus-
tralia, along with senior officials
and a high-level business delega-
tion,” read a press release issued
by the Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA).

This will be Albanese’s first visit
to India as prime minister. He will
arrive in Ahmedabad on March 8,
2023, on the day of Holi, and also
visit Mumbai on March 9 before
heading to Delhi.

“ In Delhi, Prime Minister Al-
banese will be accorded a ceremo-
nial welcome at the forecourt of
Rashtrapati Bhawan on March 10,
2023. Prime Minister Modi and
Prime Minister Albanese will hold
the Annual Summit to discuss
areas of cooperation under the
India-Australia Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership, besides re-

gional and global issues of mutual
interest,” added the release.

Albanese will also call on Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu.

India and Australia share warm
and friendly relations based on
common values and democratic
principles. The strategic partner-
ship between the two countries
was elevated to a Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership in June
2020, which has been strength-
ened and deepened through fre-
quent high-level exchanges and
enhanced cooperation across
sectors.

Prime Minister Albanese’s visit
is expected to provide further mo-
mentum to the Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership, added the
release.

The two sides will carry out
discussions on a variety of issues
such as clean energy, tech, digital

trade and procurements.

The India-Australia Economic
Cooperation and Trade Agree-
ment (ECTA) came into force on
December 29, 2022. Under the
pact, Australia was to offer zero-
duty access to India for about 96.4
per cent of exports (by value) from
the day the agreement is enforced.

India will benefit from pref-
erential market access provided
by Australia on 100 per cent of
its tariff lines, including all the
labour-intensive sectors of export
interest to India, such as Gems
and Jewellery, Textiles, leather,
footwear, furniture, food, and ag-
ricultural products, engineering
products, medical devices and
automobiles.

India, on the other hand, will
be offering preferential access to
Australia on over 70 per cent of
its tariff lines, including lines of
export interest to Australia, which
are primarily raw materials and
intermediaries such as coal, min-
eral ores and wines.

Earlier, the Australian PM also
underscored the importance of
defence partnership with India.

“I look forward to strengthen-
ing that as well, as well as on se-
curity issues. Operation Malabar,
of course, will occur in the coming
period, which we are hosting. We
have much to talk about today,”

Full story @ timesofoman.com/world
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Dear Shareholders,

On behall of the Board of Directors, | am pleased to welcome you to the 215t Annual
General Mesting of your company and present the Director's Repon and the Audited
Financial Statements for the year ended 3151 Decamber 2022

Business Environment

The Sultanate of Dman s withessing strong economic growth and significant
improvement in the fiscal perfarmance as resull of the government's economic
MEESUTES

The Subtanate of Oman gives high priority to the food security of the country. The
country has made significant progress on the lood security initiatives, especially those
retated to agriculture, fivestock, levels of local preduction, ressarch and devalopment,
and Improving the supply chain,

The rise in energy prices and the improvement in credit rating have played a major
role in support, creating employing opportunities for the youth and finding adequate
support in empowering them in variows sectors to achieve these goals. This proves the
success of the insightiul vision implemented by the Government, which is supported
by the encouraging rasults we are witnessing in the current pariod

Business Performance 2022

The decling in the Corona pandemic globally and the tendency of the countries to
lift restrictions and take precautionary measures have lad 1o a positive change in the
economic situation at the global :nd local levels.

However, because of Aussia Ukraing war there was a steep increase in our fead
raw material prices. Our major raw material prices increased by 50% to 100%, The
manapement 1ook the proaciive decision 1o mitigate the impact of the high materal
prices by improving its sales and commercial actvity, in addition to contrgdling the
other cost.

We are thankful to the Government for Feed Subsidy. The approval was the on the
purchases made from July 1, 2022 1o December 31, 2022, The Feed Subsidy amount
for this peried was RO 170,000 This contributed to reducing soma of the cost on
the companny,

Board of Directors decided to insall solar power system to reduce the cost of the fual
& power. The company signed an Agreement with TotalEnargies Renewables Orient
LLC to Install the Solar System at the A'Salfa farm on built-operate-transter (BOT)
basis, The TotalEnergies has initisted the procadure fo get the required apgrovals from
the Authorilies

Financial Performance Review 2022

The company's Sales for the year 2022 mads a significant improvement. The company
achieved the sales of RO 56,927 441/~ during the year under review as comparad to RO
38,418,282/ during the year 2021 depicting a growth of 48%

The financial performanca summary is a5 follows

Farent Parent
Company ~ Company Group Group
31Dec-22  31-Dec-21 | 31-Dec-22  31-Dec-21
 OMR  OMR | OMR | OMR
Revenue 56,027,441 | 38,418,282 |56.203,026 | 37.844,711
Gross Profit | 12,778,267 | 7.748.342 |13.376,548 | 8.753.977
Met Profit / (Loss) belore
loss of Associates & Tax BE3.625 | (3.205,254) | 1734340 | (1,932533)

DIRECTOR'S REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2022

L

Subsidiaries
1) A’Safta Food Processing LLC

A'Saffa Food Processing LLC achieved the sales of RO 4,567,511/ during 2022 as
cormpared to RO 4,888,187/ in 2021 and net profit of RO 529,982/~ during 2022 as

A'Saffa Foods S.A.0.G

P.0 Box ; 3436, PC: 112, Ruwi, Sultanate of Oman

Tet 22360250, Fax: 22360270

The share of loss of Associate company for the year ended December 31, 2022 was
RO 821,691/~ and tax was RO 81,022/~ It caused the nel loss of RO (39.083) for
the year ended December 31, 2022 as compared net loss of RO (2,895,247) lor the
preceding year

Moreover a provision for impairmant of investment in Associate company was made
for RO 2427 217/-. Therefore comprebensive loss for the year ended Decamber 31
2022 was RO (2 466,305) as compared to RO (2,899.672)

compared to RO 866,864/~ in 2021

2} A'Satla Logistics LLC
A'Satfa Logistcs LLC achieved revenue of RO 1,091 81%/- during 2022 as compared
to RO 1,179,553 /- in 2021, Net realized gains of RO 208,113/ during 2022 as
compared to RO 211,692/ in 2021,

Our Commitment to Shareholders

The company maintains the principle ol sustairable development, taking into
consideration the growing demand for food in the region. The objective of cur work is to
take business decsions that lend credibility to our sodal, economic and environmantal
responsibilities and to reafise Oman’s vision of food security in the country,

Outlook

The economic policles that Government has adopled fo minimize the implications
of the pandemic on the local economy, have proved seccessiul in supplementing the
infrastructure, attracting foreign capital, charting the course of "Oman Vision 2040°
and diversilying sources of income, which will lead 19 building a strong and organized
BCONOMY,

Human Resources

A'Saffa Foods gives great imponance 1o its human resourcas and provida the training
and skill developmeant programs 1o enhance their competence, The company recruits
suitably qualified personnal and engages them in a motivational warking emvironment,
which raflects on the company’s performance

Corporate Govemance

The company i committed 1o adhere to the Corporate Governance rubes for
Shareholders, employess, consumers and the sodety as a whole to ensure s
sustainable success. & separate reporl on compliance to the Code of Governance for
MSX tisted companies is enclosed. Although no profits were made during this year, the
company did not stop supporting such activities

Corporate Social Responsibility

A'Satta Foods is committed fo its responsibilities towards society by supporting
society- related events and projects because A'Satfa firmly belisves that it is a pan
of society. The company's CSR actiities are admmisterad by its Corporate Social
Responsibility commitiee

The company has established a fund with the help of the office of the Minister of State
& Governor of Dhafar. The affice of the Minister of State and Governor of Dhofar has
formed a committes comprising of Government authorities and one reprasentative of
A'Saffa 1o manage the fund. The company getting regular update about the programs
conducted 1o halp the societies in Dholar region,

Acknowledgement

On behalf of the Board of Directors and myself, | would like to extend my sincers thanks
to the Shareholders, Investment Funds, Institutions, Companies, Customers, and the
managemen and stalf for thelr continued support to the company

I would also likz to thank the Ministry of Agricuture, Fisheries Weaith & Water
Resources, Ministry of Commerca and Industry, Ministry of Finance for their great
support 1o the company

In conclusion, we are honoured to extend our sincerz gratitude to His Majesty Sultan
Haltham bin Tank bin Taimowr Al Said for his wise quidance in achiving sustainable
devalopment in the country

Eng. All Hilal All Al Kuwari
Chairman
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COMSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2022
2022
RO
ASSETS
Non-cument assets
Propesty, plant and eguipment 54,954,946 | 58,058.359 | 62,562,711 | 66,093,976
Capital sdvances = B5.619 | = 65619
Right of use assets 1,033,296 | 1341731 | 1,562,263 | 1906015
Imangible assets - | TG 3160
Imvesiments in subsidiaries 2,850,000 | 2.550,000 | - .
Investments accounted for using the equity mefhod | 6817406 | GE359.006 | 5817405 | GG39.096
Equity investment a1 fair value through other
comphehensive income - | 2427217 | = | sy
Financial atsess at fair value throwgh profit or loss 4161 | ATET1| 47611 | 476N
Total non-carren assels | 64,803,318 | 71530280 | 69,990,765 | 77,185,755
Current assats
|rreenbaries 10,854,765 | 977141 | 11,554,003 9907 819
Batlogical assets 3,002,586 2804465 3,002,585 2034455
Trade znd othar receivables 11,442 850 10,236,900 | 11,686,155 | 10453007
Term deposts 2,000,000 2000000 | 2000000 @ 2000000
LCish and bank balances 331,857 | I5B364 | 546,466 383768
Total coment assels (27,632,157 | 24,504,870 | 28,769,200 | 25,679,059
TOTAL ASSETS (92 435475 | 96,035,163 | 98,750,974 102564 814
EQUITY AND LIABILITIES
Equity
Share capital 12,000.000 | 12000000 | 12,000,000 | 12,000,000
Legal reterods 4,000,000 | 4000000 4497763 4423407
Retzined ezmings 19,420,036 | 19.459,124 | 23,703,726 | 23070065
Other reserve (2431642) | (4425 | 2AmIGAn) | (4405)
TOTAL EQUITY | 32,988,394 | 35454659 | 37.760.847 | 39498057
LIABILITIES |
Non-current lighilities
Barrowings 35,206,161 35815727 | 35,463,637 | 36350 554
Lease liabities 833,295 1155064 | 1,500,845 | 1746908
Eral of service benefits 1,932,118 | 1043154 | 1222884 | 1120410
Deterred tax liabililies | RXATB | 158302 | 463723 | 373958
Total non-current liabilities | 37500052 | 38172247 | 38.644.069 | 39600628
Current liahilitins |
Barryaings 14,591,368 | 13.852.202 | 14,881,224 | 15005344
Lease liabbties 21,769 239845 | 244,540 356,223
Tax payzble . 159,268 175,648
Trade and other payables 7,033892 | B226170 | 7061026 8216704
Total cwrnent Fiabilities 21,947,029 | 22408217 | 22 346 BSB | 23 7RSO
TOTAL LEABILITIES 50,447 081 60,580 464 | 60,990,127 | 63 366,757
TOTAL EQUITY AND LIABILITIES | 92,435.476 | 96,035,163 ;__!I;.'_I;‘I,!H- (102,654 814
Nel assels per share 0.275 | 0255 | 0315 03

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF PROFIT OR LOSS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2022

Revenue fram contracts with customers
Caost of sales

Gross profit

Seliing and distribution expenses
Adminéstratrve and general expenses
Impaamment kags on financal zeoeds
Other incama

Operating prodit / {loss)

Finance income

Finance costs

Finange costs (net}

Share of net hoss from associte accounted for
using the equity method

Profil | [loss) befans incaing tax
IRCOmE ta Expenss

Profil [ (loss) for the year

Profit / (loss) per share:

Basic earnings / (loss) per shane

202 2021 2022 | 2021

RO RO RO | RO
56,927,441 | 38418282 56,200,006 | 37844711
(144,140, 174) | (30 £60340) | (42,816,478) | (29090734 )
12,778.267 | 7,74842 13,376,548 | B.753077
{7,108.360) | (6.519.953) | (6,477,193) | (5.877475)
(1,964,122} | (2020273} | |2.223.8650) | (2272.123)
(222 430) | (222.430) .
L -l 230,299 | 10,0039
371677 | (791.284)| 4.683,565 | 614388
67,287 14| B 75427
|(2917,339) | (2430.397) | 3.018.512) | (2.622.343)
((2,850,052) | (2413970) (2.040.205) | (2506501
(821,691) | (138534) (821,88) | (138534)
41,934 | (3343788)| 912,640 | (Z.071.067)
181,022) | 44p541) (213.842) | 254377
(39.988) | (2895247) 699,007 | (1816,6%)
(0.0003) | {0024)|  0.006 | (0015
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Cancerous skin
lesion removed
from Biden’s chest

WASHINGTON: US President
Joe Biden’s doctor on Friday said
that a skin lesion removed from
the president’s chest in February
was a basal cell carcinoma, which
is a type of cancer.

He stated that the cancerous tis-
sue was successfully removed
and Biden required no further
treatment.

US President Joe Biden’s phy-
sician Kevin C.O’ Connor wrote
in a letter to White House Press
Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre
that the lesion was removed and
biopsied.

According to the letter re-
leased by the White House, the
skin lesion was removed from
Biden’s chest on February 16, as
part of his comprehensive health
assessment. According to the
physican, the biopsy confirmed
that the small lesion was basal
cell carcinoma. “On 16 February,
at Walter Reed National Medical
Center, the President had a skin
lesion removed from his chest as
part of his comprehensive health
assessment. This tissue was sent
for traditional biopsy,” Kevin C.0’
Connor wrote in a letter to Ka-
rine Jean-Pierre.

“As expected, the biopsy con-

firmed that the small lesion was
basal cell carcinoma. All cancer-
ous tissue was successfully re-
moved. The area around the biop-
sy site was treated presumptively
with electrodessication and cu-
rettage at the time of biopsy. No
further treatment is required,”
Kevin C.O’ Connor further stated.

Kevin C.O’ Connor stated that
the site of biopsy has nicely healed
and Biden will continue derma-
tologic surveillance as part of the
ongoing healthcare assessment.

US President Joe Biden’s physi-
cian in the letter noted, “Basal cell
carcinoma lesions do not tend to
‘spread’ or metastasize, as some
more serious skin cancers such
as melanoma or squamous cell
carcinoma are known to do.” He
stressed that the lesions have the
potential to increase in size, caus-
ing more significant issue and
challenges for surgical removal.

In February, Kevin C.O’ Con-
nor had said that Biden remains
“healthy” and “vigorous” after his
physical and is “fit to successfully
execute the duties of the presi-
dency,” CNN reported. As per the
news report, the exams of Biden’s
head, ears, eyes, nose and throat
were normal. — ant

L S

OTE PRESENTS
HAVAL

FROM GWM, CHINA’'S LARGEST SUV & PICKUP

F_

MANUFACTURER

5 Million SUVs Worldwide

Sold in 60 Countries

Call 80050004

00,
=
(F B madf At Cian 82 5

A A 0 R

Dear Shareholders,

M is my great plaasure 1o weicome

Grovernance.

Fimameial Results
Dear sharehalder, the company's lotal

BOARD OF DIRECTORE" REPORT FOR YEAR 2022

poul 2l on behalf of
the Board ol Directors of Salaiah Milks Co. (SADG) and
present to you the Twenty Six Annual Repart and Au
diled Financial Staiements for the year ended on 31°
Dscamber, 2022, along with the Report on Comporais

SALALAH MILLS COMPANY SAOG

Salalah-Sultanate of Oman
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reached OMA 75 Million, showing an incresse of MR
15 Million 1hat is 25.5% compared o tokal revenues of
QMR 60 Million made in the year 2027, The incresss is
afinbuted o the h-;her selling prices due to higher cost
of ravwe materials and higher sales quantity. The expor
reveries represented 51% of the total revenues, The
net profit made by the comaany was QMR 1.68 Million
showing an ncrease of OMA 280 Thowsand companesd
to the prévious year thal was 20% incresse.

Wheat Subsidy
A5 a resull of igher international wheat prces, tha
ermmant announced 3 subsidy lor he
for ane year with etfect from 1% May 2022

Cash Dividend

Dear shareholders, based on the dividends palicy ap-
proved by the Board of Directors, | am pleated 1o 2n-
nounce that the Board of Directors is proposing a cash
dividend of Baiza 20 per shar

Animal Feed Line Enhancement Project

The commercial production started on Jamuary 2022,
The Eaclory prodocts ane prefedred by consumers. The
Managemen| is studying doubling the production ca-
pagity in 2023, Due 1o the increases of raw material,
tha governmant announce a subsidy for four main inpud
|bemes for soc manth stanting form 1% July 2022

Mew Center for Food Industries

ol Khazaen Econamic City

The preduction lmes have besn bought and LCE wern
opensd. The urnjem expected to be in production end of
firsl quaner of 2024

Salalah Imemational Plastic Indusiries Production
Expansion

The project i expected to be completed end of the frsi
quarter 2023, which will incieasa the prodoction capac-
Ity for 72 Milon bags to 100 Milon Dags per year

Internal Reguintionz

The Board of Direclons kave reviewed the affectveness
of Ihe internal control systems and approved 1he Audd
Commitiee's action plan and the ebemal sudit plan for
the year 2023 The Board of Directors condirms its com-
pliance with the new disclosure regulations. isswed by
the Cagpital Market Autharily

The Baard also conlirms fhat these are no substantial
matters affecting the continuity of the company’s activ-
Ity to ks knowladge for ihe coming years

Social Rezponzibility

Based on the Board of Dirgctors’ helied in the impar

tance of social contribution to the local community
Salalah W@z Company had spend OMR 93.5 Thousand
during 2022 for programs and functions which benafi
the commignity a5 a whods

Firzlhy, | would ke to thank the Board of Directors. the
Exgcutive Managemeanl and Employees of the Company
tar hséar efons and condribubon 10 this success. | pray
to Aflah the F|I|'r|||;|h'-r to help us achieve more progress
and success in the coming years. And on behall of the
shareholders and myseil | would like fo sxpress r'1[5
Biaritell gratitude and approciation to Hes Mapsty Sul
tan Haitham Bin Tarig for his great suppor 1o
Products.

man|

Almed Abdulinh Saeed Al Rawas
Chairman

Revenue

Cosl of revernie

Gross profil

Otier income

Fair value changes in fnancial
assels al fair value

|hrough profil or loss
Adminisiralive expenses
Zales and markeling expenses
Operating profil

Finance cosis

Profil bedore kax
Income lax expense
Profif for the year

Otiser comprehensive

incoma lor Lhe year

Tolal compeahansive income
Ter The yeae

Earninge per share -
bagiz and gduted

Parenl Company
Youwerdod Yoo ercied
31 December 31 Decembe
2022 20T
RO RO
75,403,800 B0, 1ed BT
(68,887 54T) (B 304 0MT)
7,008 253 £ Boh BT
BB5A5 250 881
8505 £3307
(4,288, 595) 14085 313)
{116,083 {53 BAL)
3,453 881 1 668 442
{1,478 320) LeEn 450)
1875341 1477 2
{295,340 88T}
1, 550001 5&9& g
1,660,001 1.388 315
0034 a0
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= 2 xXe2 2
AD RO [L8] RO
ABSETS
Hon-curren] sasels
Propserty. plant and equipmant 23,905 467 ZTITA0E 25905 467 2T AT
Imsnstment in & subaidiary 50,000 50,000
ravanues | Fight-ol-use assets IAMATY 2063485 AMAID  Z0S3enE
Tolal nen-cument assels 29,569 560 S2ATL5A0 M 539 60 28 424 Bi2
Curnens assels;
Inverdories 34,115,800 M7 M58 24 T bR
Trade and offer recsivable 16 B3STT laTR 0  168M3STT VA e reeE
Amourts dus om ielaled paries 1,011,413 P linl-c=) 1041413 400832
Firgnoasl nssets i faar vakas
through profit or loss 354578 HTET - ET HTET3
Cash and cash equivalents 5070172 &, B30 B 510,172 5 BMg.EN
Tolal curnend asaels ETREATS  S0fid0  STAVEEN B0 GE
Tolal apmets_ WSS TREEAGN ITHGSS  THEENETE
EQUITY AND LIABILITIES
e ol wiksal | Equity:
Srare capial i, 956 308 4 598 306 499850 4 558 308
Erane premium 3,587,782 3 BAT T2 3 587, TR2 3 587 T2
Legal resene 2,088,103 2088 103 2588, 2088 103
Ganen! reserim 2,881 824 2801 528 2840 A2 2000 1S
Relained earnings 19,BE2 120 18 th1 S50 1088230 18,181 b5
Total equity BUATHT DEN RNAOTHT T TR AT
Non-curren] linhiidies:
Lt Luiitan 3,405 554 1.2 816 3405504 17285
Borrowings i, 04 356 1,858 872 B0 e 1508 BT2
Emmplovess’ and ol
aneop Eanalhly 551 487 E34 A7 55 457
Dederted tax fshites 814 848 BET 00a LILY
Tolal nen-current labiilies DI85 SO71ZEF 10918253
Currend Babililies:
Lissadt i, 113,443 323048 113443 33048
Amounts due to relaled paries 23,1 19 504 26,12 18,104
Borowingt 37, 832.888 IR0 AT E 38732140
Trade and other payables 4352018 2 8T 43526 25T T8
Prervision foe incoma e T 502 280 g TR il
Total current Eabiilies 4ZRTINEE 41736100 A2ATL@E8 &1 7,100
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is now in Oman.

You can find it on Tupperware.om,
Cassabella Oasis Mall & Buildex Mall of Oman

casabelln

BUILDEX
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Team Charisma extend lead on top
after day three of 44Cup Oman

Three different
winners - Team
Peninsula, Team
Charisma and Team
Nika - emerged in the

three races

MUSCAT: A third day of breezy
conditions at Al Mouj Muscat
Marina gave the crews much to
ponder as all three races ended
with different winners, and en-
tirely different top three finish-
ers in two of the three races in the
44Cup.

After the winds eased, Team
Charisma of Monaco had ex-
tended their lead to seven points
ahead of Igor Lah’s Team Ceeref
powered by Hrastnik 1860 from
Slovenia with Team Peninsula
Racing of Great Britain a further
eight points back.

Indeed, it was Team Peninsula
who set the early pace by winning
the first race of the day — ahead of
Team Artemis Racing of Sweden -
this was followed up by two eighth
placed finishes which severely
hindered their progress.

Team Charisma finished fourth
with Team Ceeref in fifth in the
opening race. The two teams
remained close in the second
race, but this time they were first
and second when Team Charisma
won and Lah’s Ceerefhad to settle
for the runners up spot.

The third race showed the ex-
citement and unpredictability of
the 44Cup as leaders Team Cha-
risma owned and driven by Mo-
naco-based Dutch businessman
Nico Poons, had to settle for third
and Team Ceeref for fifth.

Team Nika of Monaco, owned
by Vladimir Prosikhin, found-

er of Monaco-based telecoms
company Infosecurity Services,
recorded their first 44Cup Oman
with Team Aqua second.

While the top two continue to
stretch the fleet, a tight battle is
forming for third place.

Peninsula Racing currently oc-
cupy the position on 39 points but
Aleph Racing of France and Ar-
temis Racing are lurking in close
proximity tied on 41. Team Nike
and Team Aqua are tied on 48
points in joint fifth.

Nasser Al Mashari, main trim-
mer onboard Team Oman Sail,
said, “Really hard conditions
again today, very windy. We have
not been used to strong winds
on this boat, and hope for lighter
winds tomorrow on the last day.
We can perform better than we
have so far, and the conditions
will really help. There is still a lot
to learn about this boat, but with
practice and training on board we
feel we can improve quickly.

“There are eight members in
the crew, and everyone has a job
during the race.

“We are most accus-
tomed to a five-person crew
and while there is not much

difference, it is natural that if you
train more then you will perform
better.”

The 44Cup is the world’s most
competitive “owner-driver” mul-
ti-city yacht racing series which
gives business owners the oppor-
tunity to race with and against the
world’s best sailors in some of the
most beautiful and diverse sailing
venues around the world.

The 44Cup Oman provides a
unique platform for Omani busi-
nesses to network with interna-
tional C-class executives, found-
ers, entrepreneurs and investors
during a weekend of spectacular
offshore action. This season’s
44Cup features five stages. The

second event in the 44Cup sea-
son will be in Marstrand, Sweden,
from 28 June-2 July, and then
Cowes, UK, from 9-13 August.
The fourth event of the season
will be at the Alcaidesa Marina
in Spain, next to the border with
Gibraltar, before heading to Cale-
ro Marinas in the Canary Islands
for the season finale. The 44Cup
Oman is presented by official
partners Oman Sail, organisers of
the event, and host venue Al Mouj
Muscat, in association with Au-
tomotive partner Mercedes-EQ,
and official supporters TRAN-
SOM Catering and Tanuf Water.
Eng. Abdulaziz Al Raisi, Chief
Executive Officer of Oman Air,
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said, “We’re proud to serve as
the official airline partner of the
44Cup Oman.

As the national carrier of the
Sultanate of Oman, we extend
our signature Omani hospitality
and the highest standard of ser-
vice to the sailors, coaches, and
class managers, an experience
that is guaranteed to leave them
refreshed and ready to take on
the challenge at Al Mouj Muscat
Marina for the opening round of
the championship. Being part of
this world-class sailing event re-
affirms Oman Air’s dedication to
positioning the country as a prime
international sports and luxury
travel destination.”

Thomas Grieser, CEO of
TRANSOM Catering, said,
“TRANSOM Catering is thrilled
to be the official hospitality part-
ner of the 44Cup Oman and de-
liver an unforgettable experience
for guests, crews, and officials.
Our culinary expertise, combined
with outstanding service, will
provide world-class VIP catering
and dining experiences for visi-
tors to help create lasting memo-
ries throughout the event.

“We are honoured to take a
leading role in delivering another
exciting event in Oman and shar-
ing the flavours of this diverse
country through our unparalleled
hospitality.

Klopp, Erik ten Hag call for
end to tragedy chanting’

LONDON: Liverpool and Man-
chester United managers Ju-
rgen Klopp and Erik ten Hag
have called for an end to ‘tragedy
chanting’ in a joint statement on
Saturday.

The two sides meet at Anfield
on Sunday (kickoff at 8.30pm,
Oman time) and Ten Hag called
their rivalry “one of the greatest in
world football”, according to BBC.

It has occasionally been marred
by rival supporters chanting about
the Munich air disaster and the
Heysel and Hillsborough tragedies.

But Liverpool boss Klopp told
fans to “keep the passion and lose
the poison”.

Ten Hag added: “It is unac-
ceptable to use the loss of life - in
relation to any tragedy - to score
points, and it is time for it to stop.”

In November, the Football As-
sociation expressed concerns
over therise of “abhorrent chants”
related to the Hillsborough disas-
ter, including by fans of Manches-
ter City and Manchester United
on their visits to Anfield last year.

Then Manchester United and
Leeds United “strongly con-
demned” chants about historic
tragedies when they met at Elland
Road last month.

Atthetime, the Premier League
said it is “treating the issue of
tragedy chanting as a priority and
as a matter of urgency”.

Klopp ‘really happy’ for Rash-
ford after ‘difficult year’

Before this weekend’s game at
Liverpool, Ten Hag added: “We all
love the passion of the fans when
our teams meet, but there are
lines that should not be crossed.

“Those responsible tarnish not
only the reputation of our clubs
but also, importantly, the reputa-
tion of themselves, the fans, and
our great cities.”

The Munich air disaster hap-
pened in February 1958, when a
charter plane crashed, claiming
the lives of 23 people, including
eight Manchester United players
and three officials.

In 1985, 39 fans died in a crush

against a wall which collapsed
before the European Cup final
between Liverpool and Juventus
at Heysel Stadium in Brussels,
while 97 supporters died as a re-
sult of a terrace crush at Liver-
pool’s FA Cup semi-final against
Nottingham Forest at Hillsbor-
ough in 1989.

“When the rivalry becomes too
intense it can go to places that are
not good for anyone and we do not
need this,” Klopp added.

“We do want the noise, we do
want the occasion to be partisan
and we do want the atmosphere to
be electric. What we do not want is
anything that goes beyond this and
this applies especially to the kind of
chantsthathave no place in football.

“If we can keep the passion and
lose the poison, it will be so much
better for everyone.”

Aussie skipper Smith pleased with
his team’s performance 1n third Test

AHMEDABAD: Steve Smith
who is currently acting as the
stand-in skipper for Australia
was in awe of his players after
their performance in the third
test match in Border Gavaskar
Trophy.

Australia’s convincing nine-
wicket triumph over India in the
third Test of the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy in Indore helped them
book a place at this year’s ICC
World Test Championship Final.
They have been a dominant side
in the ongoing World Test Cham-
pionship cycle, having won 11 out

of 18 contests. Presently placed
at top of the standings with 68.52
per cent of their possible WTC
points, Australia will remain at
the first position regardless of the
remaining results in the event.

Smith, who stood in for Aus-
tralia’s regular captain Pat Cum-
mins in the third Test, applauded
the side for booking a berth in the
WTC final. While speaking on the
ICC podcast he said: “It’s incred-
ibly rewarding to qualify for our
first ICC World Test Champion-
ship Final,”

Smith said, “It has been a goal

of ours for quite a while now. The
players and staff deserve a lot of
credit for the standard of cricket
we have played over the past two
years. It would be a great reward
for everyone to finish as World
Test Champions.”

“To also be able to play the
WTC final ahead of the Ashes
means it will be a great opportu-
nity for our fans to lengthen their
stays to come and watch us at
The Oval. We still have one Test
to play here in India where we
hope to maintain this momen-
tum,” he added. - am



WWW.TIMESOFOMAN.COM
SUNDAY, MARCH 5, 2023

B SECTION

SUSTAINABLE PROJECTS

As anation that is committed to
transitioning to a sustainable and
circular economy, the Sultanate of Oman
will showcase unique sustainability-
driven endeavours pioneered by different
organisations at the upcoming Oman
Sustainability Week.

SOLAR ENERGY PROJECTS

The Authority for Public Services
Regulation has granted its approval to
Oman Power and Water Procurement
Company to award ‘Manah 1’ and ‘Manah
2’ solar energy projects to international
investors. The project will be located in
the Wilayat of Manah in Al Dakhiliyah.

Muscat bourse rises by 50
oints in monthly trading

The sectoral indices
recorded a collective
rise, led by the
financial sector index,
which recorded the
highest rise of 121
points, the industrial
sector index rose by
87 points, and the
service sector index
rose by 32 points

MUSCAT: The benchmark Mus-
cat Stock Exchange (MSX) index
rose in February with the support
of the shares of leading compa-
nies that attracted investors and
increased by 50 points to close
the trading session in February
at 4,753 points, thus reducing the
losses it suffered in January when
ithad declined by 154 points.

The sectoral indices recorded
a collective rise, led by the finan-
cial sector index, which recorded
the highest rise of 121 points, the
industrial sector index rose by 87
points, and the service sector in-
dex rose by 32 points.

However, the Sharia index re-
corded a slight decline.

The trading value decreased in
February by 13.3 percent amid in-
vestors’ interest in subscribing to
Abraj Energy Services Company,
which offered, during the period
from February 20 to March 2,
about 3774 million shares for pub-
lic subscription through two cat-
egories of investors.

The trading value fell in Febru-
ary to OMR45.3 million, compared
toabout OMR52.4 million in Janu-
ary 2023 and MR84.5 million in
December 2022.

The number of executed deals

e £
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declined by 35 percent, from 9,342
deals in January to 6,045 deals in
February.

Trading focused on the shares of
Omantel and Bank Muscat, which
accounted for 44 percent of the to-
tal trading value. Omantel shares
witnessed transactions worth
OMR10.4 million, representing 23
percent of the total trading value.
Bank Muscat’s shares witnessed
transactions worth OMR9.6 mil-
lion, representing 21 percent of
the total trading value. The Oman
Cables Industry Company was
among the most heavily traded
companies in terms of turnover
at about OMR4.9 million, rep-
resenting 10 percent of the total
trading value. Galfar Engineering
and Contracting witnessed trans-
actions worth OMR3.2 million,
and Ooredoo ranked next after its
turnover reached OMR2.13 mil-
lion, representing 4.4 percent of
the total trading value.

In February, the prices of 37 se-
curities rose, most notably among
them were Al Maha Oil Prod-
ucts Marketing, Al Jazeera Steel
Products, Omantel, Bank Muscat,
Omvest, Oman United Insurance,

Oman Investment and Finance,
Omani Mills, Gulf Mills for Mush-
room Production, SMN Power
Holding, and Voltamp Energy.
And other companies whose rises
spread an atmosphere of optimism
in the stock exchange.

The number of securities
whose prices declined last month
amounted to 27 securities, most
notable among them included So-
har Power, Al Batinah Power, Om-
ani Qatari Insurance, Al Suwadi
Power, and Oman Arab Bank.

And during February, the listing
of the Vision Insurance Company
was cancelled after its merger with
the Omani Qatari Insurance Com-
pany was completed, and Al-Safa
Food Company announced that
the company’s board of directors
had decided to merge the Al-Safa
Logistics Company - a subsidiary
of Al-Safa Food Company - into
the parent company, noting that
this decision It will be presented to
the company’s shareholders in the
Extraordinary General Assembly
meeting for approval. The decision
is also subject to the approval of
the partners and relevant stake-
holders. - ona

MSX records strongest
rise in weekly trading

MUSCAT: Share prices on
the Muscat Stock Exchange
(MSX) recorded a strongrise
last week with the start of
the annual dividend season
and the end of subscription
in the shares of Abraaj Ener-
gy Services Company, which
offered 49 percent of its cap-
ital for public subscription
from February 20 to March
2, equivalent to about 377.4
million shares.

Last week, the prices of
40 securities rose against 8
securities whose prices fell,
and 18 securities maintained
their previous levels. The
shares of Omantel, Bank Mus-
cat, Omvest, Al Jazeera Steel
Products, Al Anwar Ceramic
Tiles, Ooredoo and Sohar In-
ternational Bank supported
the Muscat Stock Exchange
indices and contributed to the
increase in trading value on
the stock exchange.

Last week, the main index
of the MSX rose 170 points,
or 3.6 percent, and closed at
about 4,821 points, marking
its best level since mid-Janu-
ary. The financial sector index
rose 261 points and closed
above the level of 7,790 points,
and the industry sector index
rose by more than 203 points.
The service sector index rose
39 points or 2.3 percent, and
the Sharia index rose to 487
points, up 9 points.

These gains came amid
investors’ willingness to buy
with the start of the annual
dividend season for public
shareholding  companies,
whose fiscal year ended on
December 31, and during
the past week, 3 companies
held annual ordinary general
meetings during which they

approved the distribution of
cash dividends to sharehold-
ers, namely: Oman Packag-
ing Sharqgiya Water Desali-
nation Company and Omani
Chrome.

This week will witness the
holding of the Annual Ordi-
nary General Assembly of
Musandam Power Company,
which is discussing distrib-
uting cash dividends to be
paid in two phases during
the current year, provided
that they do not exceed 27.60
baisas per share. Shell Oman
Marketing Company is also
discussing distributing cash
dividends of 57 percent, or
57 baisas per share.

During the past week, 15
new companies joined thelist
of companies that intend to
distribute dividends to their
shareholders during the cur-
rent year, most notably Oman
Refreshments, which intends
to distribute cash dividends
of 60 percent, or 60 baisas per
share, and Al Ahlia Insurance
Company, which intends to
distribute cash dividends of
29 percent. Oman Chlorine,
intendsto distribute cash div-
idends of 25 percent, Oman
Flour Mills Company seeks
to distribute cash dividends
of 12.5 percent, Salalah Port
Services, Oman Cement and
Al Jazeera Services, intends
to distribute cash dividends
of 10 percent, and Oman En-
gineering and Investment,
intends to distribute cash
dividends of 5 percent and
bonus shares by 7.1 percent,
and Oman Investment and
Finance, which intends to
distribute cash dividends of 3
percent and bonus shares by
5 percent. - ona

(Global experts
discuss ‘Growth
Opportunities in
Today’s Economy’

ABU DHABI: Experts and
thought leaders from diverse
industries recently gathered for
a session titled “Growth Oppor-
tunities in Today’s Economy” as
part of Investopia 2023 annual
conference.

The panellists, including
Marc Antaki, head of Portfolio
Strategy at Mubadala, Alain
Papiasse, Chairman of Corpo-
rate and Institutional Banking
BNP Paribas, Stéphane Monier,
Chief Investment Officer at
Lombard Odier, and Evan Sid-
dall, CEO of Alberta Invest-
ment Management Corporation
(AIMco), shared their insights
on identifying growth opportu-
nities in the fast-evolving land-
scape of the ‘New Economy.’

Antaki emphasised the im-
portance of identifying priori-
ties and opportunities based on
global trends, with Mubadala’s
vision for the next 5-10 years
centring around emerging mar-
kets, new technologies, climate
agendas, and demographics.

Papiasse highlighted the
crucial role of central banks in
combating inflation by increas-
ing interest rates and reducing
liquidity while prioritising fi-
nancing secure sectors such as
energy transition and the tech
industry. Monier attributed in-
flation to accommodative mon-
etary policies and supply chain
disruptions and emphasised
the need for policymakers to
employ monetary policy meas-
ures and leverage automation
technologies.

AIMco’s CEO, Evan Siddall,
discussed the firm’s plans to di-
versify its portfolio and explore
new markets in Asia, noting that
the company has historically
been too domestically focused
on its investments. The firm is
now evaluating opportunities
for geographical diversification,
with a particular focus on new
markets in Asia.

The Investopia 2023 an-
nual conference focuses on the
theme “Envisioning Opportu-
nities in Times of Change” and
includes 35 sessions and round-
tables, bringing together more
than 2,000 participants. -wam

Inma Fund offers OMRBR125mn financing to 1,200 SMEs

MUSCAT: Since its inception,
the Inma Fund has financed 1,200
small and medium enterprises
(SMEs) worth OMR125 million in
the Sultanate of Oman.

Sheikh Salah bin Hilal Al-
Ma’awali, CEO of the Inma Fund,
further confirmed that the total
amount allocated for financing
small and medium enterprises
(SMEs) for the current year
amounts to OMR20 million, to
be distributed among the fund’s
branches across Sohar, Salalah
and Muscat.

He said in a statement to Oman
News Agency that the fund began
receiving financing requests for
the current year to take advantage
of the financing products and ser-
vices provided by the Inma Fund
to SME entrepreneurs and owners

following the previously applied
mechanism to qualify for a benefit
from financing services to support
their commercial projects.

He pointed out that the Inma
Fund financed a number of eco-
nomic sectors in the Sultanate of

Oman, led by the industrial sec-
tor at 20 per cent, followed by the
services sector at 19 per cent, the
transportation and logistics sec-
tor at 16 per cent, the infrastruc-
ture sector at 15 per cent, and the
trade sector at5 10 per cent, fol-

Omani investments in Amman
bourse stand at over $57 million

AMMAN: More than $57 million
is the value of Omani investments
in the Amman Stock Exchange by
Omani nationals. This is ranked
23rd in the listing in the Amman
Stock Exchange, according to data
issued by the Securities Deposito-
ry Centre in the Hashemite King-
dom of Jordan.

The data showed that the num-
ber of securities reached about
8,562,624 at the end 0of 2022, while
the volume of Omani investment
amounted to about $57.5 million.

The banking sector topped the
highest investments in the Am-
man Stock Exchange for the year
2022, with more than 7 million

securities valued at about $53.3
million, in addition to other invest-
ments in the services, insurance
and industry sectors.

Statistics issued by the Amman
Stock Exchange in 2022 showed

that the value of shares purchased
by non-Jordanian  investors
amounted to about $389.7 million,
accounting for 13.8 per cent of the
total trading volume of the stock
exchange. - ona

lowed by the tourism sector at 9
per cent, and the oil and gas sector
at 8 per cent.

Salah Al-Maawali explained
that the sectors financed by the
Inma Fund in various governo-
rates of the Sultanate of Oman

were able to increase their produc-
tion lines and provide a number of
products and services to the local
market. This contributed to revi-
talising the economic movement
and increasing cash flows.

He said, “The Inma Fund pays
great attention to small and me-
dium enterprises, as it identified
in its plan for this year a group
of sectors in which work and in-
vestment will be encouraged and
directed owners of small and me-
dium enterprises to focus on them,
foremost of which is the tourism
sector, and the service and infra-
structure sectors, transportation,
oil and gas, industry and trade; be-
cause of the importance of these
sectors in economic growth.”

He explained that last year, the
fund allocated OMR18 million

for financing small and medium
enterprises, and at the end of the
year, it was able to achieve financ-
ing results that exceeded the al-
located amount, as it financed 144
small and medium projects with
a total of OMR20 million, and the
industrial sector topped the sec-
tors most funded by 20 per cent.
He further stressed that the
Inma Fund continues to provide
its financing products, the most
important of which are asset fi-
nancing, project financing, and
working capital financing, with
a financing ceiling ranging from
OMR50,000 to OMR2 million
with a repayment period of up to
8 years for most of the financing
products it provides, explaining
that the fund had added recently
Islamic finance options also. - ona

India’s forex reserves drop
$325 million to $561 hillion

MUMBALI: India’s foreign ex-
change reserves dropped $325

million to $560.942 billion as of

February 24, according to the Re-
serve Bank of India’s latest data.
In the previous reporting week,
the overall reserves had declined
$5.68 billion to $561.267 billion.
Foreign exchange reserves
declined by $5.681 billion to
$561.267 billion in the week end-
ing on February 17. This is third
consecutive week of decline in
overall forex reserves. The re-
serves have been declining as
the central bank deploys the re-
serves to defend the rupee amid

pressures due to various factors,
mainly global developments.

The foreign currency assets,
the biggest component of the fo-
rex reserves, fell by $166 million

to $495.90 billion. It had dropped
$4.51 billion in the previous week.

The value of gold reserves de-
clined by $66 million to $41.75
billion. -ant
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OMR300mn solar energy projects to
be awarded to international investors

The two stations’ project will contribute to

the expansion of electricity generation in

the Sultanate of Oman through alternative

energy sources, and the implementation of

its national strategy to reach net zero carbon

emissions by 2050

MUSCAT: The Authority for Pub-
lic Services Regulation (APSR)
has granted its approval to Oman
Power and Water Procurement
Company (OPWP) to award ‘Man-
ah 1’ and ‘Manah 2’ solar energy
projects to international investors.
The project will be located in the
Wilayat of Manah in the Governo-
rate of Al Dakhiliyah.

The total cost of the two pro-
jects will hit more than OMR300
million. The projects will be built
on an area of 15 million square

metres. It is expected that about
2.082 million solar panels will be
installed in the two stations, which
will be the largest solar panel pro-
jectin the Sultanate of Oman.

The two stations represent the
second projects to be floated by
OPWP to contract the purchase of
capacity generated by renewable
energy. The two plants will pro-
duce 1,000 megawatts, with 500
megawatts for each.

The two stations’ project will
contribute to the expansion of

electricity generation in the Sul-
tanate of Oman through alterna-
tive energy sources, and the imple-
mentation of its national strategy
to reach net zero carbon emissions
by 2050.

The electricity generated by
‘Manah 1’ and ‘Manah 2’ projects
will account for 6.6 per cent of
the total electrical energy in the
Sultanate of Oman by 2025, and
Oman Vision 2040 aims to achieve

30 per cent by 2030.

Such projects hoped to contribute
to the transfer of expertise to Omani
youth, and strengthen the local mar-
ket through the requirements fol-
lowed in the local added value.

Oman Sustainability Week set to showcase key
sustainable projects as part of its site visits activity

Times News Service

MUSCAT: As a nation that is com-
mitted to transitioning to a sus-
tainable and circular economy, the
Sultanate of Oman will showcase
unique sustainability-driven en-
deavours pioneered by different or-
ganisations at the upcoming Oman
Sustainability Week (OSW).

The highly anticipated series of
events are scheduled to take place
from March 12 to 16, with many
of the events taking place at the
Oman Convention & Exhibition
Centre (OCEC).

A national-level event, OSW will
be hosted under the patronage of
the Ministry of Energy and Min-
erals and will witness the pres-
ence of decision-makers, industry
experts and thought leaders from
various sectors. A key highlight
of the event will be the OSW Site
Visits programme on March 16,
which is designed in collabora-
tion with the strategic partners of
OSW, ASYAD Group, be’ah, Nama
Group, Petroleum Development
Oman, Oman LNG, OQ and Shell.
The programme will offer attend-
ees an opportunity to explore and
gain invaluable insights into active
projects, learn about international

best practices and techniques and
better understand how these sus-
tainable projects have been con-
tributing to building a sustainable
environment across the Sultanate.

As part of the site visits, Petro-
leum Development Oman (PDO)

will offer a tour of its MAF prem-
ises, specifically RAH and KW to
provide attendees with the oppor-
tunity to see the 3D-printed build-
ing. Meanwhile, bp Oman will
feature as part of the programme,
its solar robot project at GUtech.
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be’ah Oman will take attendees
through the operations of its Sohar
Industrial Waste Treatment Fa-
cility IWTF) as well as the Barka
Engineered Landfill. In addition,
Nama Group’s site visit will in-
clude the wetland sales centre and
lagoons, whereas Asyad Group will
illustrate developments in the So-
har Port and Freezone in North Al
Batinah, and OQ will showcase the
Majis Industrial Services.

Commenting on the various site
visits, Ashley Roberts, General
Manager said, “OSW is an excel-
lent networking platform that
will enable visitors to connect
and collaborate with others in the
industry who prioritise sustain-
ability. The OSW Site Visit Pro-
gramme, while imparting a deeper
understanding of how large-scale
sustainability activities function,
will also shine the spotlight on the
companies that have integrated
sustainability into every aspect of
their operations, thereby further
attesting to their unfaltering dedi-
cation to fostering a sustainabili-
ty-centric economy.

“Their involvement goes be-
yond showcasing sustainability
initiatives and the progress made
towards achieving targets; by pre-

senting quantifiable results as well
as the impact of the initiatives,
these distinguished companies
seek to inspire others to convert
their sustainable strategies into
actionable results.”

Apart from the site visits, the
OSW Expo is aimed at increasing
public awareness about sustain-
ability through an active, engaging,
and interactive environment. The
free-to-visit exhibition will feature
the latest innovations from across
the world driving the regional and
global transition towards achiev-
ing net zero carbon emissions.

With Oman Vision 2040 and
the UN Sustainable Development
Goals in mind, OSW is geared at
being the crucial bridge between
those seeking to embrace the lat-
est technological developments
in sustainability and market ex-
perts providing advanced sus-
tainability-linked solutions. The
various exhibitions, programmes
and high-level discussions will
not only highlight sustainability
trends in global markets but will
also help address the challenges
and leverage opportunities in key
priority areas like green hydrogen,
water, and waste demands as well
as environmental protection.

Itisexpected thatthe construc-
tion works of the two stations will
start in the third quarter of 2023
and that the commercial opera-
tion will be completed in the mid-
dle of 2025. -ona

ACWA Power inks
major renewable
development deal

RIYADH: ACWA Power, a
leading Saudi developer, in-
vestor, and operator of power
generation, water desalina-
tion and green hydrogen plants
worldwide, has announced a
ground-breaking partnership
agreement with the Republic of
Kazakhstan’s Ministry of En-
ergy and Samruk-Kazyna, the
sovereign wealth fund of Ka-
zakhstan to lead and develop a
1GW wind energy and battery
storage project within the Cen-
tral Asian country.

The project marks ACWA
Power’s entry into Kazakhstan,
and with an initial investment
of $1.5 billion, aims to support
national climate action, renew-
ables integration, and sustaina-
ble development efforts through
innovation and technology
integration. It is intended to
successfully decarbonise fos-
sil fuel-based power generation
following its scheduled comple-
tion in 2027.

ACWA Power’s involvement
will represent the biggest Saudi
investment in Kazakhstan’s
power sector to date, with wind
turbines and battery storage
sure to unlock new value.

Elon Musk wins dispute over Gigafactory

BRUSSELS: It was a minor high-
light at what was otherwise, for
many, a rather disappointing in-
vestor day for electric car manu-
facturer Tesla on Wednesday at
the company’s headquarters in
Austin, Texas.

Tesla CEO Elon Musk unveiled
a model of a planned Gigafac-
tory in Mexico following an an-
nouncement the previous day by
Mexico’s president, Andres Ma-
nuel Lopez Obrador.

During a three-and-a-half-hour
presentation, Musk outlined how
Tesla plans to grow in the face of
increasing competition. But the
event revealed little about new
Tesla products. Many investors
had hoped to catch a glimpse of
the next generation of Tesla vehi-
cles but were left disappointed.

“We're excited to announce that
we're going to be building a new
Gigafactory in Mexico,” Musk said
at the event about the facility that
will produce the company’s next-
generation vehicles. Those models
will likely be smaller than the cur-
rent one to drive down prices.

Tesla’s new Gigafactoy is to
be built in the northern state of
Nuevo Leon in Santa Catarina, a
city with a population of just over
300,000 and only a few hundred
miles from Austin, where Tesla
inaugurated its latest Gigafactory
last April. The company also has
plants in California, Shanghai and
Griinheide near Berlin. Details
were sketchy on the volume of
investment, but it’s thought to be
around $5 billion (€4.7 billion).

The site near Monterrey had

emerged as the best option due to
its proximity to Texas and because
of the readily available infrastruc-
ture and workforce. In addition,
one of the companies there is
Tesla’s largest aluminium supplier,
which would facilitate logistics.

Water scarcity as a point

of contention

Last week Mexico’s president
threatened to throw a spanner in
the works and essentially vetoed
the plant, citing the lack of water
in the region. “If there is no water,
the permits will not be issued. It’s
not feasible,” he said.

It wouldn’t be the first time.
The current government had al-
ready cancelled permits granted
by their predecessors to bever-
age maker Constellation Brands
for a new brewery in Mexicali,
northern Mexico, because of wa-
ter shortages. Nuevo Leon experi-
enced an acute water shortage last

year, which led to rationing and
restrictions on water-intensive
industries. There had also been
a dispute over water at the plant
in Griinheide, Brandenburg. The
head of the local water board had
warned of restrictions on drink-
ing water.

Political background noise
Lopez Obrador stressed that “it’s
not just about water for the plants,
that’s not a problem, because treat-
ed water can be used. The problem
is that any big investment brings
more population, more services,
more water, roads, sewers, and
public transportation.”

The governor of Nuevo Leon,
Samuel Garcia, on the other hand,
said that his state had enough wa-
ter for Tesla. He said they would
work “hand in hand” with Tesla
“so they can clarify and prove that
they do not use water for human
consumption and that the water

they use is treated and minimal.”

Lopez Obrador’s focus on water
may be more politically-driven
than drought-related anyway, be-
lieves Gabriela Siller, chief econo-
mist at Nuevo Leon-based Banco
Base, a financial group.

The president had apparently
tried to steer Tesla’s invest-
ments to a state governed by his
left-wing Morena party, such as
Michoacan or Veracruz, she told
Spanish daily El Pais.

A spokesperson for Mexico’s
Ministry of Foreign Affairs told
Bloomberg news agency that the
negotiations lasted 14 months
and that Musk had offered vari-
ous solutions to the problem of
water shortages in Nuevo Leon.
According to the statement, Tesla
plans to use treated water to cool
its towers, use a reverse osmosis
system to treat water for paint-
ing vehicles where water demand
is greatest, and collect rainwater
among other initiatives.

Mexico: Boosting its
car-friendly credentials
With that concern out of the way,
Lopez Obrador can now focus on
reaping the economic benefits,
such as “a considerable invest-
ment” and “many, many jobs.”
Indeed, the new Tesla plant is ex-
pected to provide a further boost
to Mexico’s ambitions to establish
itself as a hub for so-called near-
shoring (the process of a company
transferring certain segments or
services to a neighbouring coun-
try — the ed.) by US and interna-
tional companies. -ow
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ALL ABOUT
EMOJIS, EMOTIONS
AND EXPRESSIONS

cientists studying emoji

use in Japan found that

the images were used

to soften the impact of
negative expressions as well as
to express positive feelings. As
more social interaction goes on-
line, scientists are investigating
how emojis are used to reflect our
emotions in different contexts.
Are there display rules that apply
to emojis, and how do those affect
people’s well-being?

“As online socialising becomes
more prevalent, people have be-
come accustomed to embellish-
ing their expressions and scru-
tinizing the appropriateness of
their communication,” said Moyu
Liu of the University of Tokyo,
who investigated this question in
a study published in Frontiers in
Psychology. “However, I realised
that this may lead us to lose touch
with our authentic emotions.”

Liu recruited 1,289 partici-
pants, all users of the most-down-

RETURN OF LOVE

By Diyab S. El-aamri

You have returned to me a waft of scented love,

loaded emoji keyboard in Japan,
Simeji, to investigate how emo-
jis were used to express or mask
emotions. Previous research had
established that people use emo-
jis as functional equivalents of
facial expressions, but not the
relationships between emotions
expressed and experienced. This
is when display rules can prove
problematic: if the dissonance
between the emotions that you
experience and the emotions that
you can express is too great, emo-
tional exhaustion can develop, al-
though members of different cul-

tures experience this differently.
Display rules impact more
on negative emotions, which it
is usually considered less appro-
priate to express. It is also often
more acceptable to express emo-
tions to someone who is closer to
you, and it can be more accept-
able for a particular gender to ex-
press particular emotions. It can
also be considered more ac-
ceptable to express nega-
tive emotions in more
individualist

societies.

WEARING YOUR HEART
ON YOUR SCREEN

The participants in Liu’s study pro-
vided demographic data, answered
questions about their subjective
well-being, and rated how often they
use emojis. They were given mes-
sages with varying social contexts,
responded to them as they would
normally, and rated the intensity of
the expression of their emotions.

Liu found that people chose to
express more emotions with emo-
jis in private contexts or with close
friends. Respondents expressed
slightest emotion towards higher-
status individuals. Intense expres-
sions of emotion came with match-
ing emojis unless people felt the
need to mask their true emotions:
for instance, using smiling emojis to
mask negative emotions. Negative
emojis were used only where nega-
tive feelings were very strongly felt.
Expressing emotions with emojis
was associated with higher subjec-
tive well-being compared to mask-
ing emotions.

“With online socialising becom-
ing ever more prevalent, it is im-
portant to consider whether it is
causing us to become more detached
from our true emotions,” said Liu,

adding, “Do people require a
‘shelter’ to express
their

genuine emotions, and is it pos-
sible to break free from pretence
and share our true selves in online
settings?”

Liu emphasised that the study
should be expanded in the future.
The Simeji keyboard is extremely
popular among young women, which
skewed the sample towards women
and Generation Z. However, this
also reflected the gender imbalance
in the use of emojis in general and
the Simeji keyboard in particular. A
broader pool of participants would
provide a fuller picture of the dis-
play rules around emojis.

“First, the highly gender-im-
balanced sample may have led to
stronger results. Future research
should explore potential gender dif-
ferences in emoji display rules and
examine the structural issues sur-
rounding the formation of these
emotion cultures,” cautioned Liu,
adding, “Second, Japanese culture’s
emphasis on interpersonal har-
mony and concealment of negative
emotions may have influenced the
results.”

“I'would welcome the opportunity
to expand this study and investigate
the display rules for emojis across
different genders and cultures,”
said Liu, adding, “Collaboration
with scholars from diverse cultural
backgrounds would be invaluable in
this endeavour, and I am open to any

contact.” -amr

A vision that faded long ago,

The days of harmony which I did not believe would soon be over,
Nor that the longing would pass away;,

The memory of our beautiful times of love,

I remember still, how we pledged and committed.

You have returned to me the dreamy beginning of love,

The time of meeting where passion flourished,

By the bend of the valley, you were splendid

While I was like someone bewitched, resisting his sorceress!
It was there that your eyes revealed love,

Where secrets of love became unveiled,

It was there where we melted in tenderness,

In passion and feelings, we were united.

At our second meeting you were delightful,

Disclosing secrets and declaring your audible love,
Descending the sunset road in a lushness,

That turns evening courtyards fertile and verdant,

The oasis of love turns moist,

As if your steps brought spring rain to them.
An illusion of you passes every hour,
Reviving ties and connections between us,
It forbids parting, for it was a forbidder,

And it permits union, for it was a permitter,

It effuses me with pure love,

And grants me good and plentiful luck.
I had my heart locked against any invader,
So that it would not get captured by passion,

Yet I still cherish the vows of love,

And despite the years of separation, I remain patient.

I was thinking that love is like a cloud,

That descends awhile, and then it floats away!

Until your vision appears to me as a muse,
Baptizing me in love as a passionate lover and poet.
If today love has returned from you anew,

Your love was the last even from its beginning!
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qucat’s heart bqats to maestro
Ilaiyaraaja’s musical strokes

True to his legend,
the 80-year-old
indefatigable
Ilaiyaraaja started
the evening with

his masterpiece
compositions that
had the crowd asking
literally for more after

every rendition

MUSCAT: Musiclovers in Muscat
were treated to a magical evening
woven by Indian musical Maestro
Ilaiyaraaja and his brilliant troupe
on Friday, March 3 at the Oman
Automobile Association grounds’
Muscat Arena.

Brought by Muscat Beats, the
event scene in the capital city re-
ceived a major fillip with this event
that happened after a hiatus of al-
most three years.

The organisers left no stone
unturned in ensuring that every
aspect of a successful event was in
place. Right from the well-marked
extensive parking slots to shuttle
services from there to the main
venue, to a multitude of interna-
tional eateries, and with the pres-
ence of an army of volunteers at
every turn to streamline the visi-
tor crowd, the Muscat Beats event
raised the bar to a new level.

The venue was filled with over
12,000 adulating fans gathered to
see the maestro, the title that was
conferred on Ilaiyaraaja by UK’s
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra
for the musical genius that he is,
in action. True to his legend, the
80-year-old indefatigable Ilai-
yaraaja started the evening with
his masterpiece compositions that
had the crowd asking literally for
more after every rendition. The
poignant image of the little big
man, with his old harmonium by

s,

his side and eager piercing eyes
scouring every musical move-
ment, was the special gift that eve-
ry guest took back with them.

Brig. Jamal bin Said Al Tai,
Chairman of the Muscat Beats Or-
ganising Committee invited Amit
Narang, Ambassador of India to

i e

Oman, on stage to present a special
memento to the maestro. In his
note, Al Tai said that although he
did not understand the language
the songs were sung in, he under-
stood the universal language of
music which was very uplifting to
one’s mood and spirit. “Itis apleas-

ure to listen to the wonderful mu-
sic of the Maestro and I am glad we
brought him, on his maiden visit
and performance in Oman.”

Even the word indefatigable
doesn’t do justice when describing
this person who stood for over four
hours, while playing his harmonium,

singing, conducting and regaling the
audience with his simple stories.

The 40-member artiste crew
that accompanied the musical
maestro, as part of his strong mu-
sical army proved to be one better
than the other in their trade. Be it
the drummer, the cello-player or
the percussionists or the vocal-
ists, the rhythmic wave that mean-
dered through the entire stage was
a sight and sense to behold.

Most of the golden melodies that
remain evergreen in the minds of
Tamil and South Indian music lov-
ers were rendered mellifluously
by singers like Mano, SPB Charan,
who is also the son of well-known
Indian playback singer the late
SP Balasubramaniam, Yugendran
Vasudevan, son of another well-
known singer of yesteryears the
late Malaysia Vasudevan, iconic
young singer Karthikeyan and
host of young female singers like
Vibhavari, Srisha Andra, Suchitra

and Priya Hemesh Babu.

He also played to the gallery with
his signature ‘kuthu’ songs that
have typical folkloric drum beats
and unique lyrics. The evening was
also dotted with the maestro’s an-
ecdotes on his musical journey and
his reminiscing of certain events
and incidents related to songs and
their recordings.

Rajesh Raman of the organising
committee of Muscat Beats says
that Oman has the potential and
capabilities to host and stage in-
ternational events.

He feels that the pandemic and
post-pandemic scene have brought
about a positive paradigm shift in
the mindset of people and corpo-
rates in looking at and spending for
events such as this.

The Ilaiyaraaja evening saw the
venue filled to its 20,000-strong
capacity and yet with proper seat
arrangement and management,
the event went off seamlessly.

Rawahi finishes creditable fourth in class at Abu Dhabi Desert Challenge

MUSCAT: Young driver Abdul-
lah Al Rawahi accompanied with
navigator Nasser Al Kawari from
Qatar on Cam Am T4 finished

Abu Dhabi Desert Challenge
fourth in T4 group after five days
of challenging competition in
very high and long desert terrain
and dunes.

Nizar Al Shanfari, the most ex-
perienced driver among the three
Omani drivers who attended this
challenge on Can Am T3, left the
race after an accident with his co-
driver Ali Merza from the UAE
during the race after day three.
He was forced to leave the race
as per the instructions received
from the organisers due to safety
reasons although Al Shanfari was
capable of continuing the race af-
ter he recorded improvement in
the timing during the stages.

Abdullah Al Zubair, the third
Omani champ with Navigator
Faisal Al Raisi on Jeep Wrangler,

11

faced a lot of technical issues in
his car during the race, which af-
fected his performance and by the
end of day four technical problems
forced him to retire from the rally.

Saudi driver Yazeed Al Rajhi
won Abu Dhabi desert challenge
after he pushed a lot during the
last 2 days off the challenge after
taking the advantage of retiring
Qatari champion Nasser Al At-
tayh from the rally due to an acci-
dent during the race day 3.

New experience
Al Rawahi said, “Glad to finish
thislong challenge and also happy
that I have got the honour of the
fourth place trophy in T4 group in
this very challenging race. This is
my first time on Cam Am in desert
races. It was a new experience for
me and I hope that I can continue
with more of these kinds of races
in the future.”

Al Shanfari was doing well on

_a

his T'3 group Can Am and improv-
ing timing during the initial stag-
es until he faced an unexpected
surprise on day three, where a
broken axle forced him to leave
the rally. Neither Nizar nor Ali
suffered injury but the organising
committee refused the rejoining
of Al Shanfari as per the regula-
tions and safety rules.

He said, “Tt was good to be back
behind the wheel. Infact, I was aim-
ing to continue the race up to the
end, but as you know these matters
always happen in between. I will be
back soon in the races.”

Al Zubair stated that he was
trying to reach the final day of the
race, but he faced a number of is-
sues during the race, especially
electrical and technical issues
in the engine also, which forced
him to retire. He said, “This year
was very challenging and the heat
was affecting everyone, but it was
overall a new experience for me.”
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Travelling exhibit ‘Waliorejea’
opens at Bait Muzna Gallery

This exclusive
exhibition
explores the work
of documentary
photographer and
videographer Ania

Gruca

MUSCAT: Funded by the French
Embassy in Oman, the French In-
stitute of Research in Africa and
the National Center for the Arts
(France) a new travelling exhibit
Waliorejea premiering in Oman
aims to interweave an intimate
dialectic between memory and
forgetting, speech and silence,
presence, and absence.

Zanzibar and Oman’s inter-
twined histories span centuries.
Moving through the seas, Omanis
settled in the Zanzibar archipel-
ago, raising families, and engag-
ing vividly with the construction
of culture and society. When
faced with political and economic
changes in the middle of the 20th
century, Zanzibaris looked for a
new life and sailed off to different
destinations. Many of those from
Omani backgrounds settled on a
journey back to their ancestries’
territory hence the title of the ex-
hibition the returnees an Oman.

This exclusive exhibition ex-
plores the work of documentary
photographer and videographer
Ania Gruca.

The show by Ania Gruca, Walio-

rejea: a documentary photogra-
phy and videography exhibition,
opened on February 28 at Bait
Muzna Gallery under the patron-
age of Mohammed bin Nasser, Un-
dersecretary for Administrative &
Financial Affairs, Foreign Minis-
try Sultanate of Oman.

“Iampleased to initiate, through
this exhibition, a cooperation with
Bait Muzna Gallery, the jewel in
the crown of modern art galler-
ies in Oman, founded by Sayyida
Susan Al Said,” says Véronique
Aulagnon, Ambassador of France
to Oman. “The French photogra-
pher Ania Gruca has been work-
ing in Zanzibar for years. I met
her in Muscat in 2022, where she
had come, as part of an artist-in-
residence programme supported
by the French government, to meet
Omanis from Zanzibar.

“The French Embassy conse-

quently decided to support her to
complete her project Waliorejea,
and present it in Oman. It high-
lights the depth of the human links

between the Sultanate of Oman

and Zanzibar.”

The photographer in this ex-
hibition uses diverse techniques
to reveal more than can be con-
veyed in modern storytelling. She

encourages the viewer to study a

body of work, to consider examin-

ing identity and belonging, and - if

inspired or provoked - to engage
in discussions sharing emotions
and intrigue. The exhibition seeks
to create a cross-cultural dialogue
about the medium of documen-

tary photography and videography

and its potential as a tool for the

photographer’s keen interest in
underreported communities and

individuals.

The exhibition will be until

ZEDC participates in training
fair at Sohar University

MUSCAT: Zubair Enterprises
Development Centre (ZEDC)
participated in the Training Fair
2023 organised by Sohar Univer-
sity in Al Batinah north governo-
rate. The 3-day event witnessed
the participation of 25 govern-
mental and private institutions.

This participation comes as
a part of the Centre’s strategy to
raise awareness of the impor-
tance of entrepreneurship in vari-
ous governorates and regions of
the Sultanate. The centre’s par-
ticipation came in a worksheet
entitled” the importance of the
innovation factor in creating a
productive entrepreneurial envi-
ronment and system.

It was presented on behalf of
the centre By Rawan Saif Al-Ki-
youmiya, a business analyst, and
Thuraya Majed Al-Mahrouqi, a
business associate. The work-
sheet had a positive interaction
from the audience, questions and
queries were asked and all the
asked questions were answered.

Thuraya Al Mahrouqgi said,
“Zubair Enterprises Develop-
ment Centre pays great interest
to geographical diversity in deliv-
ering its services and this partici-
pation is a good sign.”

She also added, “The centre’s
participation was a  valuable
chance to know Sohar university
graduate students’ ideas and in-
struct them about the importance
of entrepreneurship and the pos-
sibility of establishing successful
business projects. We would like
to thank Sohar University for giv-
ing us the chance to participate
in this fair and present a work-

|

sheet. In the future, we will seek
to strengthen this joint work to
serve entrepreneurs and students
of Sohar University.”

Professor Hamza Idris, Vice
President for Academic Affairs
of Sohar University, expressed
his thanks to Zubair Enterprises
Development Center for its par-
ticipation in this Fair, stressing
that this Fair was able to achieve
its desired objectives, the most
important of which is preparing
graduate students to enter the
labour market, in addition to ex-
changing experiences and knowl-

edge in the field of entrepreneur-
ship and innovation between the
participating entities and en-
hancing joint work between the
public and private sectors with
the academic sector.

The fair was held under the aus-
pices of Khalid bin Saif Al Megba-
li, Assistant Director-General in
charge of the Director-General’s
work in the Directorate-general
North Al Batinah to present many
worksheets and training work-
shops, in which a number of ex-
perts and academics from various
institutions participated.

March 21; admission is free.

Main sponsors: French Em-
bassy, Event Partners: MHD ITC,
Renaissance, JC Decaux Oman,
Mijmar, Veolia, Junoon Kanga

Bait Muzna Gallery, located in
the heart of Old Muscat, was es-
tablished in 2000 by Sayyida Su-
san Al-Said. Today it is one of the
most respected contemporary art
galleries and art consultancies
in the Sultanate of Oman and the
wider GCC region.

The Gallery strives to promote
emerging and established artists
by holding regular solo and group
exhibitions and events. Bait Muz-
na Gallery also collaborates with
a wide range of corporate clients
to place quality artwork in public
and private settings. The gallery
also provides a platform for inter-
national artists.

Ania Gruca is a freelance docu-
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mentary photographer and vid-
eographer currently based in
Paris. Her interests lie in the lives
of underreported communities
and individuals. May it be through
current social issues, collection
of memories, investigation of the
past or new cultural trends as
forms of expression, Ania’s work
relentlessly raises questions of
identity and belonging.

Since 2010, she has been work-
ing on a long-term photography
project exploring Zanzibar’s cur-
rent affairs, highlighting the Ar-
chipelago’s economic, social, and
political challenges and ongoing
search for identity.

This project was supported by
the French Institute of Research
in Africa, the National Center for
the Arts (France) and the French
Embassy of Oman.

Throughout regular fieldwork

in East Africa, Ania deepened pro-
gressively her interest in the In-
dian Ocean Region and the African
continent where she developed
numerous projects and collabora-
tions in the past decade.

Ania is currently directing a
documentary film on an interna-
tionally acclaimed young choreog-
rapher from the Comoro Islands.
Aside from her work, Ania focuses
on development and social issues
with a strong focus on women’s
conditions and youth.

She regularly works with in-
stitutions and NGOs such as the
United Nations Population Fund,
the French Development Agency,
Women’s Hope International or
the Forum for African Women Ed-
ucationalists, or with various me-
dia. Her work has been extensively
exhibited in the United States,
France, Kenya, Tanzania, Ethio-
pia, Burundi, and Nepal.

Aisha Al Kharusi owner &
founder of the brand Junoon Kan-
ga is the Curator of the “Waliore-
jea” Exhibition. She is known for
her keen interest in the island of
Zanzibar and its historical and cul-
tural context with Oman.

Over the years, Al Kharusi has
travelled extensively to the island
of Zanzibar intrigued to learn more
about her ancestors who moved to
the archipelago during the reign of
Said bin Sultan al-Busaidi, noted
for having moved his capital from
Oman to Zanzibar, during which
time the Omani Empire reached
the zenith of its power and wealth.
In 2009, Aisha organized her first
solo photography Exhibition - a
Journey through the Ancient
Theater - Zanzibar. A series of im-
ages showcasing the island’s di-
verse and rich culture illustrating
the similarities between the peo-
ple of Zanzibar and Oman.

Apollo Super Speciality Hospital
introduces orthopaedic and
spine care centre in Oman

MUSCAT: The Department of
Orthopaedics, Spine, and Sports
Medicine at Apollo Super Special-
ity Hospital offers a comprehen-
sive range of services for patients
with joint, spine, and sports-relat-
ed injuries.

The department with a team
of highly trained orthopaedic
surgeons, sports medicine spe-
cialists, physiotherapists, and
rehabilitation experts who are
dedicated to delivering the best
possible care to patients.

One of the key services offered
by this department is arthroscopy,
aminimally invasive surgical tech-
nique used to diagnose and treat
joint problems. This procedure al-
lows surgeons to view the inside of
a joint and perform repairs or cor-
rections using small instruments
inserted through tiny incisions.
This procedure has benefits over
traditional open surgery, including
less pain, less scarring, and faster
recovery times.

The Department of Orthope-
dics, Spine, and Sports Medicine

also specialises in treating sports
injuries. These injuries can range
from mild sprains to more severe
fractures which is unfortunate but
common amongst those who par-
ticipate in athletic activities. The
team of experts in this department
understands the specific needs
of athletes and offers personal-
ised care to help patients recover
quickly and safely.

Spine injuries can be debilitat-
ing and severely affects daily life;
Apollo Hospitals has the most
technologically advanced Spine
Department driven by a highly
skilled Consultant Spine Surgeon
with an extremely successful track
record in both surgical and non-
surgical interventions/therapies.
Early diagnosis and treatment are
essential to ensure the best pos-
sible outcome for patients with
spine injuries.

In addition to these services,
the department also offers MRI
arthrograms, a specialised modal-
ity of MRI used to diagnose joint
problems. This imaging technol-

ogy provides detailed images of the
inside of the joint, which can help
doctors identify and treat joint
problems more effectively.

The test is recommended for
patients who are experiencing
pain, swelling, or limited mobility
in a joint. The benefits of an MRI
Arthrogram include increased ac-
curacy in diagnosis, as well as the
ability to detect small tears or inju-
ries that might not be visible with
conventional MRI techniques.

In conclusion, the Department
of Orthopedics, Spine, and Sports
Medicine at Apollo Super Special-
ity Hospital offers a wide range of
services along with a team of sen-
ior consultants, consultants and
specialists, who understands that
every patient is unique, and they
strive to provide personalised care
to meet the specific needs of each
patient. They work closely with
patients to create a comprehen-
sive treatment plan that includes
diagnosis, treatment, and rehabili-
tation, ensuring the best possible
outcome.
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enaissance Services forms
ioneering Youth Shadow Board

The Youth Shadow
Advisory Board
forms an integral
part of Renaissance
2.0, which is all
about future-focused

transformation

MUSCAT: Renaissance Services
has constituted its Youth Shadow
Advisory Board, a pioneering
cross-mentoring initiative, which
will see the youth contribute their
perspective on building a future-
focused, diversified business eco-
system while gaining from the
company board’s expertise.

The Youth Shadow Advisory
Board forms an integral part of
Renaissance 2.0, which is all about
future-focused transformation.

Samir J Fancy, Chairman, Renais-
sance Services, said the initiative
oversteps the conventional belief
that only age and degrees are imper-
ative to guide a company and opens
the stage for minds well-versed in
future competencies to challenge
these preconceived notions. “When
you journey into the metaverse, you

Ramadan
buffet at Wyndham
Garden Muscat

MUSCAT: This Ramadan, Al
Andalus Restaurant at Wyndham
Garden Muscat hotel welcomes
guests to experience an awe-in-
spiring Arabian journey, provid-
ing guests with the finest Iftar
experience in the city during the
holy month.

The hotel’s culinary team will
provide guests with authentic
local flavours with our rich buf-
fet including live cooking, show-
casing the diverse talents of our
chefs and featuring an extensive
range of Omani and internation-
al dishes including whole Ouzi,
Shawarma station, Pasta station
and so much more. Break your
fast with your favourite Arabic
juices and drinks, and end your
meal with your choice of tradi-
tional Arabic desserts and exotic
fruit selections.

The hotel is offering an early
bird discount for booking before
the 10th of March with a price
of 8.5 OMR for its famous Iftar
buffet, The Iftar buffet will be
held in Al Andalus restaurant for

need young guns by your side.”

Constituting the shadow board
are Ahlam Alkiyumi, Al Muata-
sim Al Said, Amani Fancy, Fatma
Bahwan Al Mukhaini, Jana Ei-
ssa, Sheikh Julanda Al Hashmi,
Mariam Khalid Al Subhi, Naz Tu-
zunalper, Riham Al Maskari and
Sharif Abdulrazeq.

Aged between 18 and 29 years,
these 10 members have been se-

Iftar

12.5 OMR per person, it was per-
fectly designed to create a fami-
ly-friendly atmosphere, perfect
for gathering and celebrating.
Suhoor will be for 8.8 OMR.

In addition to the Iftar buffet,
Wyndham Garden Muscat is of-
fering an exclusive room rate of
23 OMR per night, giving guests
the opportunity to stay in com-
fort and style. Hotel guests will
alsoreceive a15% discount on the
Iftar buffet and Suhoor.

“Celebrate with family and
friends with the much-anticipat-
ed Iftar buffet enjoying the live
show of Oud and Qanun. It is the
perfect setting to break fasting
during the month of Ramadan.”
said Ramy Hamdoun the Execu-
tive Assistant Manager of Wynd-
ham Garden Muscat.

“We have created a warm and
welcoming atmosphere in Al
Andalus restaurant, with deli-
cious food and a family-friendly
environment, to ensure that each
guesthas amemorable and enjoy-
able experience.”
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lected from Oman, UAE, Jordan,
and the UK and have academic
backgrounds ranging from engi-
neering, medicine, business man-
agement, law and technology to
psychology, strategy and sociology.

By bringing a diversity of
thought and insights that connect
with the future, they will contrib-
ute to Renaissance’s growth ambi-
tions in newer customer segments

and markets that resonate with
tomorrow’s generation.

On the other hand, this two-way
engagement will see them develop
critical leadership skills under the
mentorship of executives with
decades of experience and be
shaped as effective young global
leaders ready to take on dynamic
market environments.

Renaissance is the leading ac-

commodation, services solutions
and IFM company in Oman, listed
on Muscat Stock Exchange. The
company has invested over $520
million in Oman employing over
2,600+ Omani nationals contrib-
uting to local growth, building
potential and creating opportuni-
ties. Renaissance is committed to
safety, efficiency, green awareness,
and sustaining in-country value.

The company has built a strong lo-
cal supply chain with 61% per cent
of procurement within Oman and
is passionate about building a sus-
tainable future by investing in sub-
stantial CSR programmes every
year. Renaissance owns and oper-
ates Renaissance Village Dugm,
Oman’s largest workforce accom-
modation facility, in the Special
Economic Zone at Dugm.

Bank Muscat launches self service
kiosks at business hubs across Oman

MUSCAT: In line with its cus-
tomer-centric vision and its ongo-
ing plan to strengthen the bank’s
Phygital (Physical + digital) net-
work to better serve its customers,
Bank Muscat, the leading financial
services provider in Oman has an-
nounced the launch of its self-ser-
vice kiosks at prominent business
hubs across the Sultanate.

The installation of the new ki-
osks is expected to greatly boost
self-service by customers for a
number of services in the future.
The bank had earlier showcased
its self-service kiosk at Comex
2022, where alarge number of cus-
tomers and the general public were
able to try it out. Customers can
now apply for new debit cards and
receive replacement cards on the
spot by using the self-service ki-
osks. The new kiosks are installed
at the Bank Muscat Head Office,
Mall of Oman, Salalah Grand Mall
and Salalah Gardens Mall, with
more kiosks to be soon launched at
different locations around Oman.

Speaking on the occasion, Ab-
dulnasir N. Al Raisi, General Man-
ager - Personal Banking, Bank
Muscat, said: “Bank Muscat is de-
lighted to continue innovating and
launch new products and services
backed by state-of-the-art tech-
nology in close alignment with
Oman Vision 2040. The new self-
service kiosks enable our custom-
ers to apply for and print out new
debit cards for themselves without
the limitation of branch timings.
Customers can thus make use of
this new innovative channel to
serve themselves quickly and effi-
ciently, which is very much aligned
with our customer-centric vision
of serving you better, every day.”

Bank Muscat offers alarge num-
ber of innovative banking ser-
vices and products in tune with
Oman’s move towards a cashless
society. The bank’s online and mo-
bile banking platforms have been
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upgraded significantly over the
recent past, resulting in a rapid in-
crease in registered users.

The consistent rise in active
customers on its e-channels re-
flects the growing popularity of
digital banking channels. With
over 1.4 million retail banking cus-
tomers using various features like
Zakat calculator and charity pay-
ments, real-time bill payments for
utilities in Oman, local and inter-
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national fund transfers and speed
transfers, the bank’s Internet and
mobile banking offer customers a
fast, comfortable and secure bank-
ing experience. Meanwhile, con-
tactless debit, credit and prepaid
cards as well as contactless weara-
bles add to the range of e-payment
options available for online shop-
ping and PoS transactions.
BankMuscat continues to wit-
ness a remarkable rise in e-chan-

nels usage over recent years with
customers able to transact quickly,
securely and 24/7 via mobile bank-
ing, Internet banking, and the
bank’s large network of over 800
ATMs/CDMs and other devices
across the country.

The state-of-the-art Contact
Centre can be reached at 24795555,
and it is also possible to communi-
cate with the bank through its vari-
ous social media sites.
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FOR COST
EFFECTIVE
EXHIBITION
BOOTHS/
DISPLAY
STANDS

Call us on

99614066

Contact us on wefix@mmg.om
or call/whatsApp 99614066/ 95405033
to make customized exhibition booths
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