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HM presides over Cabinet meeting

This, the Council of Ministers 
observed, reflected positively on 
the national economy and helped 
achieve a number of economic 
and social priorities, provide the 
requirements of expansion in 
government services offered to 
the community and consolidate 
spending on projects of various 
sectors, including education, health 
and social welfare.

In this context, and, with 
reference to the growth of the actual 
contribution of promising economic 
activities to the Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP), a tangible rise in 
the added value of non-economic 
activities and, with the aim of 
doubling efforts and reinforcing the 
non-oil trade balance, His Majesty 
the Sultan gave directives to the 
Council of Ministers to continue 
focusing on positive factors that 
enhance economic growth, back 
the role of the private sector in its 
drive to benefit from opportunities 
of partnerships made available 
through programmes and projects 
implemented by the government — 
while at the same time engaging in 
strategic economic and commercial 
partnership agreements that the 
Sultanate of Oman concluded 
recently with other countries of the 
world.

His Majesty the Sultan also laid 
emphasis on the significance of 
implementing the National Local 
Content Policy with the aim of 
enhancing Omani industries, 
encouraging the establishment 
of local projects, minimising 
dependence on imports, augmenting 
the volume of exports and 
supporting related productive 
industries.

After listening to a briefing on 

year 2025 — the last budget in the 
current Five-Year Plan (2021-2025), 
as well as the general framework 
for preparation of the 11th Five-

Year Plan (2026-2030), the Council 
of Ministers gave directives to the 
authorities concerned to follow up 
the implementation of the current 
plan, assess the extent to which its 
goals have been achieved, state the 
challenges posed to its programmes 
and complete the remaining projects 
of the current five-year plan.

The Council of Ministers also 
stressed the fact that the 11th 
Five-Year Plan should include 
specific programmes and projects 
for implementing the priorities 
and indices of Oman Vision 2040 
as planned, while at the same time 
bearing in mind the need to boost 
the growth of projects that are 
expected to provide added value to 
the national economy and generate 
jobs for Omani citizens.

After studying the most 
outstanding efforts made by 
different government departments 
during 2024 and the objectives 
of 2025 and, after the Council of 
Ministers listened to a briefing 
about the efforts exerted by the 

Authority for Special Economic 
Zones and Free Zones (OPAZ), Oman 
Vision 2040 Implementation Follow-
up Unit, the Tax Authority, Oman 
Investment Authority, the State 
Audit Institution, His Majesty the 
Sultan stressed the importance of 
pressing ahead with cooperation 
and coordination among the 
departments concerned in a 
manner that consolidates economic 
growth, generates employment 
opportunities for Omani citizens 
and reflects positively on the 
improvement of the Sultanate of 

On the other hand, and, following 
a briefing on accomplishments 
made in the health sector — deemed 
one of the top national priorities — 
His Majesty the Sultan expressed 
his satisfaction over the positive 
outcomes in this regard. He lauded 
the role of the Ministry of Health 
and its achievements and thanked 

all personnel of the health sector 
for their valuable efforts in offering 
the best healthcare services.

In this context, and, in further 
consolidation of specialised health 
services, the Council of Ministers 
approved the establishment of 
the National Genome and Human 
Data Centre (Genome Oman) in the 
Ministry of Health with the aim 
of establishing a genetic database 
of Omani society and expanding 
areas of research in this domain 
that would improve early diagnosis 
of treatment targeting hereditary 
diseases.

The Council of Ministers also gave 
directives to set up a National Centre 
for Ophthalmology and Eye Surgery 
that accommodates all related 
services and keeps pace with the 
growing demand of society for this 
service. 

The centre is envisaged to 
introduce the latest technologies 
in diagnosis and treatment and to 
conduct related research.

The Council of Ministers also 
gave directives to launch a national 
programme for early detection of 
the most common cancer cases 
among women by establishing 7 
early detection units covering all 
governorates of the Sultanate of 
Oman, in addition to expanding 
nuclear medicine services by 
establishing a radioisotope 
production facility and a nuclear 
pharmacy to cover the rising 
demand for radiopharmaceutical 
isotopes to diagnose and treat 
patients with cancer.

After the Council of Ministers 
listened to a briefing about the 
Social Protection Scheme that 
was established with the aim of 
providing social care and support, 
enhancing social solidarity, 
protecting entitled segments and 
achieving social and economic 
stability in society, His Majesty the 
Sultan stressed the importance of 
the competent authorities to follow 
up over the performance of the 

Scheme and all its programmes, 
while at the same time assessing 
them on an ongoing basis.

Following a briefing about the 
progress made within the National 
Employment Programme — and the 
efforts and initiatives made by the 
competent authorities to address the 
challenges posed to the programme 
— the Council of Ministers laid 
emphasis on the integration of 
efforts among the departments 
supervising the economic sectors 
that generate employment 
opportunities. The Cabinet advised 
those departments to devise 
appropriate plans and mechanisms 

in those sectors in a manner that 
accelerates the employment of the 
national workforce, notably job-
seekers.

After reviewing a number of 
social phenomena, the challenges 
facing the population structure and 
their social, economic and cultural 
impacts, and related demographic 
developments that may affect 
some aspects of life, His Majesty 
instructed the Council of Ministers 
to conduct necessary studies and 
develop specific programmes and 
policies tailored to find appropriate 
solutions to all challenges in this 
regard.

review of relations with Arab and 
friendly countries, he spoke about 
the good outcome of visits and 
meetings that took place over the 
the past period. His Majesty stressed 
the significance of the Sultanate of 

with all countries and in all fields 
to help achieve common interests 
in a manner that is consistent with 

At the conclusion of the meeting, 
His Majesty the Sultan spoke about 
various aspects of interest to the  
nation and citizens. He gave his 
noble directives in this regard, 
wishing all further success and 
prosperity. — ONA
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HM, World Bank chief explore ties

Article (4) cancels the Banking 
Law issued by Royal Decree 
No 114/2000, as well as all that 
contradicts the attached law or 
contravenes its provisions.

Article (5) says that this decree 
shall be published in the Official 
Gazette and shall be effective 
from the day following its date of 
publishing.

Royal Decree No 3/2025 on the 
promulgation of the System of the 
Central Bank of Oman.

Article (1) states that the Central 
Bank of Oman (CBO) shall have a 
legal personality and shall enjoy 
financial and administrative 
independence in a manner that 
empowers the CBO to exercise its 
duties, functions and tasks and 
achieve its objectives. The CBO shall 
be governed by the provisions of the 
System attached to this decree.

Article (2) states that the 
headquarters of the Central Bank of 
Oman and its main treasuries shall 
be in the Governorate of Muscat. 
Under a specific decision, the 
Board of Directors of the Central 
Bank of Oman may establish 
branches, treasuries, offices and 
other facilities within the Sultanate 
of Oman or abroad to carry out its 
missions, functions and tasks.

Article (3) stipulates that the 
organisational structure of the 
Central Bank of Oman (CBO) shall 
be approved in accordance with the 
appendix attached to this decree. 
The establishment, amendment 
and cancellation of administrative 
divisions in the structure shall 
be made under a decision by the 
Governor of the Central Bank of 
Oman, after the approval of the 

authorities concerned.
Article (4) states that wherever 

the phrases “Board of Governors” 
and “Chief Executive Officer” appear 
in the laws and Royal Decrees, the 
phrases shall be replaced with the 
phrases “Board of Directors” and 
“Governor”, as appropriate.

Article (5) cancels all that 
contradicts this decree and the 
attached system or contravenes 
their provisions.

Article (6) says that this decree 
shall be published in the Official 
Gazette and enforced from its date of 
its issue.

Royal Decree No 4/2025 on the 
Board of Directors of the Central 
Bank of Oman.

Article (1) appoints HH Sayyid 
Taimour bin Asaad al Said as 
Chairman of the Board of Directors 
of the Central Bank of Oman, along 
with his existing grade and financial 
allocations.

Article (2) states that the following 
shall be members in the Board 
of Directors of the Central Bank 
of Oman: Minister of Economy 
as Deputy Chairman; Governor 
of the Central Bank of Oman; 
Under-Secretary of the Ministry of 
Finance; Chairman of the Financial 
Services Authority; Sayyidah 
Rawan bint Ahmed bin Thabit al 

Busaidy; Dr Said bin Mubarak bin 
Said al Mahrami; Dr Khalfan bin 
Mohammed bin Khalid al Barwani; 
and Dr Jamil bin Darwish bin Jamil 
al Shaqsi.

Article (3) cancels all that 
contradicts this decree or 
contravenes its provisions.

Article (4) says that this decree 
shall be published in the Official 
Gazette and enforced from its date 
of issue.

Royal Decree No 5/2025 on 
appointing a Governor for the 
Central Bank of Oman.

Article (1) appoints Ahmed bin 

Governor of the Central Bank of 
Oman, with the rank of Minister.

Article (2) says that this decree 
shall be published in the Official 
Gazette and enforced from its date 
of issue.

Royal Decree No 6/2025 on 
amending some provisions of 
Royal Decree No 64/83 on the 
establishment of the College of 
Banking and Financial Studies.

Article (1) states that the name 
“Board of Directors of the College of 
Banking and Financial Studies” shall 
be amended to “Board of Trustees of 
the College of Banking and Financial 
Studies” wherever the name appears 
in the aforementioned Royal Decree 
No 64/83.

Article (2) states that text of 
Article (4) of Royal Decree No 64/83 
shall be replaced by the following 
text:

“The Board of Trustees of the 
College of Banking and Financial 
Studies shall be formed by a 
decision of the Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of the Central 
Bank of Oman after the approval of 

the Board — from an odd number of 
not less than 5 members, including 
the Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees, the Deputy Chairman 
and 2 members representing the 
banking sector.”

Article (3) cancels all that 
contradicts this decree or 
contravenes its provisions.

Article (4) says that this decree 
shall be published in the Official 
Gazette and shall come into effect 
on the day following the date of its 
publication.

Royal Decree No 7/2025 on 
appointing advisers in the Private 
Office.

Article (1) appoints Hussein bin 
Ali bin Abdul Latif as Adviser in 
the Private Office, with the rank of 
Minister.

Article (2) appoints Sayyid Dr 

Busaidy as Adviser in the Private 
Office, with the rank of Minister.

Article (3) says that this decree 
shall be published in the Official 
Gazette and enforced from its date 
of issue.

Royal Decree No 8/2025 on 
approving the Organisational 
Structure of the Royal Court Affairs.

Article (1) approves the 
Organisational Structure of the 
Royal Court Affairs in accordance 
with the appendix attached to this 
decree.

Article (2) cancels all that 
contradicts this decree, or 
contravenes its provisions.

Article (3) says that this decree 
shall be published in the Official 
Gazette and enforced from its date 
of issue.

Royal Decree No 9/2025 deals 
with promotion to the rank 
of “Major General” and the 
appointment of a Head of the 
Special Medical Affairs Unit at the 
Royal Court Affairs.

Article (1) states that Brigadier Dr 
Saif bin Zahir bin Saif al Salmi shall 
be promoted to the rank of “Major 
General” and appointed as “Head of 
the Special Medical Affairs Unit at 
the Royal Court Affairs”.

Article (2) says that this decree 
shall be published in the Official 
Gazette and enforced from its date of 
issue. — ONA

Royal Decrees ratify budget, restructure CBO

HIS 
Majesty Sultan Haitham 
bin Tarik gave an audience 
at Al Barakah Palace on 
Wednesday to Ajay Banga, 
President of the World 

Bank Group.

The audience discussed a set 
of economic and developmental 
topics. It also explored various 
aspects of cooperation between 
the departments concerned in the 
Sultanate of Oman and the World 

Bank Group.
Additionally, the audience 

reviewed the march of latest 
economic developments in the 
Sultanate of Oman.

It also discussed means 

of expanding prospects of 
partnership with the World Bank 
Group particularly at the level 
of exchanging expertise, sharing 
knowledge, developing capabilities 
of national competencies and 

means of supporting the World 

region.
The audience was attended by 

Sultan bin Salim al Habsi, Minister 
of Finance. — ONA
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MUSCAT 

A FESTIVAL 
OF VIBES

VINOD NAIR

MUSCAT
Nights festival, 
which opened 
on December 23, 
has completed 
its first week and 

nightlife.
According to official estimates, 

over 250,000 people visited various 
festival venues in the first five days 
until December 28. It is expected that 

this number will increase in the new 
year, especially with arrangements 
for visitors to watch the Gulf Cup final 
between Oman and Bahrain.

The daily events at Muscat Nights 
continue until 11 pm on weekdays and 
midnight on weekends.

night venues are bustling with visitors 
of all ages. Al Naseem Public Park is the 
largest venue, offering ample space for 
visitors to enjoy the night with friends 
and family.

Main attractions at Al Naseem Public 

Park include electric games for children, 
halwa-making stalls, traditional Omani 
performances starting at 5 pm and 
fireworks. The park has been renovated, 
especially the restrooms and benches, 
giving it a fresh look.

While activities are limited compared 
to other venues, it remains a popular 
spot for residents of Muscat, Barka 
and other parts of Al Batinah South 
Governorate.

Organisers have strategically spread 
out Muscat Nights across the capital, 
ensuring that residents from all corners 

With the pleasant 

night venues are 
bustling with 

visitors of all ages. Al 
Naseem Public Park 
is the largest venue, 

for visitors to enjoy 
the night with friends 

and family

of the city have access to at least one 
venue during the event. A live kitchen 
selling Omani snacks and sweets is 
a major draw, as it is a staple in all 
festivals.

“Omani foods and sweets are only 
easily available during heritage 
events, as there are limited shops or 
restaurants selling authentic Omani 
food prepared openly in front of 
others,” noted one visitor.

A performance by the Mounted 
Police Command is scheduled at Al 
Naseem Public Park on January 17.
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TRA SETS LIMIT FOR 
EMPLOYING EXPATS 
IN NETWORK 
OPERATION CENTRES
MUSCAT: The Telecommunications Regulatory 
Authority (TRA) has issued a decision to determine 
the percentage of employment of non-Omanis in 
Network Operations Centres (NOC).

The decision, which addresses TRA licensees, 

enabling them to manage this vital sector in line 

of Oman Vision 2040.
The decision sets the aforementioned percentage 

at a maximum of 6 per cent of the total number of 
employees in these centres.

The licensees who have not yet achieved the 
above-mentioned percentage are granted a period 
of up to 8 months to adjust their status in line with 

The decision also instructs the licensees to 
submit a clear-cut Omanisation plan that will be 
reviewed and approved by the TRA. It also requires 
the licensees to submit monthly follow-up reports 
on the implementation of their respective plans.

The reports have to indicate the progress made 
in achieving this percentage, as per the TRA 
decision. — ONA

MUSCAT: Sayyid Badr bin 
Hamad al Busaidy, Foreign 
Minister made a phone 
call with Assad Hassan al 
Shaibani, Foreign Minister 
of the interim Syrian 
government.

The Foreign Minister 

in supporting the will of the 

Syrian people, preserving 

as well as strengthening the 
historical ties between the 
Omani and Syrian peoples.

He also stressed the 
importance of maintaining 
mutual cooperation and 

development and stability in 
Syria and the region. — ONA

SHORTTAKES

RO 26 million projects to 
come up in Al Sharqiyah S

KABEER YOUSUF
kabiyousef

In various classifications 
and divisions within the 
Environment Authority (EA), 
institutional performance 
will be evaluated and 
encouraged to improve 
thanks to an electronic 
platform. This platform 
helps evaluate and improve 
performance based on the 
axes and priorities of the 
Oman Environment Strategy, 
which aligns with Oman 
Vision 2040. The launch took 
place under the auspices 
of Dr Abdullah bin Ali al 
Amri, Chairman of the 
Environment Authority.

The platform is designed 
to align with the sectoral 
objectives of relevant entities 
that intersect with the 
institutional objectives of the 
EA. It provides the advantage 
of monitoring the extent to 
which these objectives are 
achieved by measuring and 
evaluating performance 
through specific indicators 
and targets.

The new system to 
evaluate institutional 
performance within the 
institution via an electronic 
platform consists of three 
sub-systems. Additionally, 
it includes a window for 

presenting improvement 
and developing ideas. These 
sub-systems are the Strategy 
Performance Management 
System, the Operations 
Performance Management 
System and the Project 
Performance Management 
System.

Salah bin Salem al 
Hajri, Director of the 
Quality Department at the 
Environment Authority, 
explained that the strategy 
performance management 
system is responsible for 
feeding the sub-systems 
and entering basic data 
for other performance 
measurement systems. These 
systems include the project 
performance management 
system and the operational 
performance management 
system, which consists of 17 

processes.
Furthermore, the system 

was developed to enable 
officials and employees to 
create and approve goals and 
measurement indicators. 
They can also create 
scheduled activities specified 
by various measurement 
tools. This will allow them to 
verify activities and conduct 
evaluations according to the 
specified schedule.

The system will calculate 
the overall performance 
of operational processes 
and projects to achieve the 

to the weight that was 
established. The project 
performance management 
system was also developed 
to create tasks and stages 
of project implementation 
within the institution.

BALQEES AL ORAIMI

AL 
Sharqiyah South Governorate 
has signed several contracts 
in the municipal sector worth 
RO 26.3 million during the 
Investment and Partnership 

Forum organised by the Department 
of Small and Medium Enterprises 
Development in partnership with 
the Governorate and Sur Industrial 
City (Madayn). The forum was held 
under the auspices of Dr Yahya bin 
Badr al Maawali, Governor of Al 
Sharqiyah South, aiming to enhance 
infrastructure and achieve urban 
and economic development in the 
various wilayats of the governorate. 
Dr Al Maawali stressed that these 

commitment to achieving balanced 
development in all its wilayats.

The signed contracts included the 
construction of a 149.2 km internal 
road network in the wilayats of 

Masirah. These projects aim to 
improve connectivity between the 
interior regions and enhance ease 
of movement, which contributes to 
supporting urban development and 
stimulating economic activities.

The contracts also included 
improving mountain roads in the 
Wilayat of Sur in the areas of Qaab, 

evaluate, improve performance

in the Niyabat of Tiwi, as well as 
rehabilitating and developing road 
paths within the Wilayat of Sur.

keenness to improve the road 
network to meet the needs of the 
population and enhance sustainable 
development. The most prominent 
of these projects are: Developing 
the waterfront in the Niyabat of 
Al Ashkharah on an area of   74,172 
square metres, which will include 
integrated entertainment and sports 
facilities. Lighting the coastal road 
from Ras al Hadd to Al Ashkharah 
using modern lighting technologies 
to improve night services and 
enhance traffic safety.

Al Suwaih Park in the Wilayat 

area and spaces designated for 
camping, making it an integrated 
entertainment destination. 
Developing the tourist facility in 
the Saiq area in the Wilayat of Al 

signed to establish the Al Shamkhiya 

Multipurpose Centre in the Wilayat 
of Masirah, which will host cultural 
and social activities, in addition to 
designing and implementing a new 
park in Falaj al Mashaikh in the 

provide service and entertainment 
facilities for residents.

The projects included improving 
lighting in the Wilayat of Masirah 
by installing modern lighting poles, 
in addition to replacing decorative 
lighting poles on the road leading to 
the old market in the Wilayat of Sur.

Work is also underway to design 
a 1.9 km long Al Barr Path and 
Walkway Project in the Wilayat of 
Sur, which will include walking and 
cycling paths, in addition to sports 
and entertainment facilities.

The governorate signed four 
contracts for establishing a 
commercial residential project 
in the Sur slaughterhouse and 
investments at Al Barr Park in the 
Wilayat of Sur and the Al Suwaih 
Park, apart from establishing a café 
in Al Ashkharah Park.

These projects 
aim to improve 
connectivity 
between 
the interior 
regions and 
enhance ease of 
movement, which 
contributes to 
supporting urban 
development 
and stimulating 
economic 
activities.

SAYYID BADR, 
SYRIAN 

FOREIGN 
MINISTER 

DISCUSS TIES

The platform is designed to align with the sectoral objectives of relevant 
entities that intersect with the institutional objectives of EA.

Sayyid Badr bin Hamad al Busaidy, Foreign Minister. 

HM RECEIVES CABLES 
OF THANKS FROM 
SAUDI KING, CROWN 
PRINCE
MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin 
Tarik has received two cables of thanks from 
the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King 
Salman bin Abdulaziz al Saud of the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia (KSA) and Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman al Saud, Crown Prince and 

congratulatory cable on the occasion of the 
Kingdom winning a bid to host the 2034 Fifa 
World Cup.

In the cable, King Salman and Prince 
Mohammed expressed their appreciation for 

him good health and happiness. They also 
wished the Omani people further progress and 
prosperity.  — ONA
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DAMASCUS: 

— AFP

SEOUL: 

— AFP

NEW ORLEANS: 

— AFP

SHORTTAKES

A young woman holds the Flag of Syria as people 
celebrate the New Year near Umayyad Square in 
Damascus. — AFP Gaza rescuers say 15 

killed in New Year strike

GAZA’S 

— AFP

Palestinian children inspect the damage at the site of an Israeli strike the previous night, 
in Jabalia. — AFP

MAMOUDZOU: 

— AFP

MAYOTTE FAMILIES LEAVE SHELTERS

HOST GENEVA FINAL FAREWELL NEW YEAR DISASTER

 — AFP — Reuters — AFP

and Bourbon Street in the French Quarter of New 
Orleans. — AFP



O M A N  DA I LY
Follow us on facebook@omanobserver, @omanobserver THURSDAY 

7

WORLD

SERBIA ENTERS NEW 
YEAR WITH PROTESTS 
OVER TRAGEDY
BELGRADE: Thousands of students marched 
in Belgrade and two other Serbian cities during 

Wednesday, demanding accountability over the 

The accident in the city of Novi Sad occurred on 
November 1 at a newly renovated train facility, 

students in Nis, a university centre in the south of 

— AFP

BUDAPEST: 
been denied a billion euros of 

in 2022 began “conditionality” 

seeking to block disbursements 
because of alleged infringements 

as well as a lack of control and 

undertake reforms that allowed 

some funds to be unblocked, but 
a total of 19 billion euros remain 

commitments”, which amounted 

Prime Minister Viktor Orban 

allowing some of his allies to 

democratic standards, notably on 

to take the money of Hungarians by 
a variety of means and a variety of 
methods,” Orban said in December, 

— AFP

JUSTICERALLIES

 — Reuters In a rare attack, Russian 
drones strike central Kyiv

RUSSIA 
launched an aerial attack 
on the centre of Kyiv in 
the first hours of 2025, 
killing two people and 
drawing fresh anger from 

officials towards Moscow. The attack — a rare 
strike on the heart of the Ukrainian capital 
— came just hours after Ukrainian President 

message that he would do everything possible 
to bring the war to an end over the next 12 

said two were killed, six wounded and four 
pulled from the rubble after Russian drones 
were fired towards the capital. Local officials 
said the damage was caused by falling debris, 
suggesting the drones had been intercepted. 
Journalists in the city heard multiple 
powerful explosions early on Wednesday 
morning.

Ukrainian officials said the Russian 

district, home to the presidential palace and 
government quarter. Apartment blocks were 

buildings in the city centre was damaged in 
the attack. Russian President Vladimir Putin 
has repeatedly threatened to strike at the 
heart of Kyiv in recent weeks — an attack he 
said would be a response to Ukraine firing 
US-supplied weapons on Russian territory.

Zelensky blasted the Russian drone attack. 

about hurting Ukraine,” he said in a post 
on Telegram. A total of 111 Russian drones 
were fired at Ukraine overnight, with 109 

air defence systems, the Ukrainian air force 
said. Both sides have ramped up their aerial 
attacks over the last two months, seeking to 
gain an upper hand in the conflict ahead of 
US President-elect Donald Trump coming to 
power later in January.

Europe via Ukraine stopped on Wednesday, 
Moscow and Kyiv said, ending a decades-
long arrangement and marking the latest 
casualty of the war between the neighbours. 
Russian gas has been supplied to Europe via 
pipelines crossing Ukraine since the end of 
the Soviet Union in 1991 in an arrangement 
that earned revenues for Moscow from the 

gas and for Kyiv from the transit fees. The 
latest transit contract expired on Wednesday, 
with Ukraine opting not to extend the deal 

Kyiv hailed the end of Russian gas transit 
as a “historic event,” and said it would deal 

machine. But Moscow casts it as Ukraine 
shooting itself in the foot and frustrating 
its partners in eastern Europe that rely on 
Russian supplies. Slovakia, one of those 
countries, has slammed the move, but it 
has been welcomed by others inside the EU, 
including Poland. Russian gas accounted for 

gas imports in 2023 — down from more than 
40 per cent before the war. But some of the 

reliant on Russian imports.
Talk of a possible end to the three-

year conflict has risen up the agenda 

US Presidential election. The incoming 
Republican has vowed to end the fighting 
within hours, though has not laid out how he 
plans to do that. Moscow wants full control 
of four eastern and southern Ukrainian 
regions it claims to have annexed, while 
Kyiv has ruled out territorial concessions for 
peace. — AFP

SEOUL: South Korean investigators 
said on Wednesday they would 
execute an arrest warrant for Yoon 
Suk Yeol over his declaration of 
martial law by the deadline of 
January 6, as the impeached leader 
vowed to fight to the bitter end. 
Supporters and opponents of Yoon, 
who was suspended from office 
by lawmakers over his attempt to 
subvert civilian rule last month, 
have been camped outside the 
compound where he has been 
holed up for weeks, fending off 

him. The Corruption Investigation 
Office (CIO) requested the warrant 
after Yoon failed to report for 
questioning a third time, but it 
has been unclear whether they 
could execute it as the Presidential 
Security Service have previously 
refused to comply with search 
warrants.

Yoon has remained defiant and 
late on Wednesday appeared to 

suggest he would refuse to hand 
himself over in a statement shared 
with supporters camped outside his 
residence in Seoul. “The Republic 
of Korea is currently in danger 
due to internal and external forces 
threatening its sovereignty and the 
activities of anti-state elements,” he 
said in the statement, his lawyer 
Yoon Kab-keun confirmed. “I vow 
to fight alongside you to the very 
end to protect this nation,” he 
added, saying he was watching 
the hundreds-strong protest on a 
YouTube live stream.

Jo Seoung-lae, a lawmaker for the 
opposition Democratic Party said in 

“highly inappropriate”, calling him 
“delusional” and accusing him of 
trying to incite clashes. CIO chief Oh 
Dong-woon said on Wednesday the 
warrant would be executed “within 
the deadline”, which is on Monday, 
January 6. “We aim for a smooth 
process without major disturbances, 

but we are also coordinating to 
mobilise police and personnel in 
preparation,” he said to reporters. 
He also warned that anyone trying 
to block authorities from arresting 
Yoon could themselves face 

prosecution.

injunction to block the warrant and 
claimed on Wednesday the arrest 
order was “an unlawful and invalid 

die-hard supporters raced to 
Seoul to support him. Outside the 
presidential compound dozens of 
people — some in elaborate costume 
— could be seen chanting, singing 
and hurling vitriol at police. As 
night fell pro-Yoon protesters waved 
glowsticks and anti-impeachment 
placards. South Korean officials 
have previously failed to execute 
arrest warrants for lawmakers — 
in 2000 and 2004 — due to party 
members and supporters blocking 
police from entering for the seven-
day period the warrant was valid.

On Wednesday, the majority of 

chief of staff and special advisors, 
all tendered their resignations to the 

rejected them, calling instead for 
unity. “This is a time for everyone to 
come together for the stability of the 
livelihood of the people and national 
affairs,” acting president Choi Sang-
mok said. — AFP

 — Reuters

— AFP

HUNGARY 
OFFICIALLY 

DENIED A 
BILLION EUROS 

OF EU FUNDS

KIM ATTENDS CELEBRATIONS

 — Reuters



O M A N  DA I LY
Follow us on facebook@omanobserver, @omanobserver THURSDAY 

8

OPINION

End of Russian gas via 
Ukraine sparks unease 
in Eastern Europe

ELENA COVALENCO

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

— AFP

Luck and logic in 
superstitions

AS 
we step into a new year filled with 
possibilities, it feels fitting to begin this 
column by focusing on a topic that has 

profound ways: open environmental 
data. New beginnings call for fresh ideas, 
and few concepts hold as much promise for 
innovation, collaboration, and sustainability 
as the idea of making environmental 
knowledge accessible to all. This is not 
just about sharing information but about 
unlocking opportunities, inspiring creativity, 
and building a more resilient future. 

Imagine a fisherman in the Wilayat of Sur, 
Al Sharqiyah South Governorate, checking 
real-time data to plan a sustainable catch, a 
renewable energy startup in the Wilayat of 
Al Duqm, Al Wusta Governorate, leveraging 
shared information to design groundbreaking 
solutions, or a student in Muscat analysing 
emissions data for a science project that 
sparks global recognition. These scenarios 
are not far-fetched dreams but achievable 
realities when environmental data is open, 
transparent, and actionable. 

The Sultanate of Oman is already taking 
steps in this direction, and the possibilities 
ahead are immense. Globally, open 
environmental data has proven its value 
time and again. Platforms like Google 

Earth Engine allow researchers to monitor 
forest cover and track climate changes with 
unparalleled accuracy. 

In Europe, shared data ecosystems 
enable countries to tackle environmental 
challenges together. In South East Asia, 
community-driven initiatives are using open 
data to advocate for equitable policies and 
effective solutions. These examples highlight 
a universal truth: access to data drives 
accountability, innovation, and meaningful 
progress. For Oman, this represents a 
moment of opportunity and leadership. 
Oman Vision 2040, with its focus on 
sustainability and innovation, sets the stage 
for the country to lead in this space. 

combined with digital platforms like the 
Oman Open Data Portal, create a strong 
foundation for collaboration. With over 
355 datasets from 30 entities, the portal 
is a treasure trove of information that 
gives policymakers tools to craft targeted 
strategies, entrepreneurs the insights to 
explore new opportunities, and educators the 
resources to inspire the next generation of 
environmental leaders. 

By tapping into this wealth of data, Oman 
is building a bridge to a sustainable future. 

Even in our age of smartphones and space travel, we still hold onto these age-old rituals, just in case. Because, hey, 
who wants to tempt fate?

Peninsula, with its rich biodiversity and 
ambitious green initiatives, makes it an 
ideal leader in the global movement for 
open environmental data. By making 
data accessible, Oman can attract foreign 
investments, develop cutting-edge 
technologies, and strengthen its role as a 
regional hub for sustainability. The economic 
and social benefits of such an approach are 
vast, and the time to act is now. This vision, 
however, requires more than just creating 
platforms. It demands a shift in mindset, 
where data is viewed not as a resource to be 
guarded but as a tool to be shared. Citizens 
must be aware of its availability and value, 
and stakeholders must work together to 
ensure its quality and relevance. 

These are not obstacles but opportunities 
to build a culture of transparency and 
shared responsibility. The promise of open 
environmental data is transformative. It is a 
chance to shape a future where sustainability 
and innovation thrive side by side. This is 
not just a new beginning for data; it is a new 
beginning for how we think about progress, 
collaboration, and the environment. 

With the tools already in place and the 
will to lead, Oman can be poised to create a 
brighter, greener, and more inclusive future 
for all.

RUMAITHA 
AL BUSAIDI

The writer is 
environmental 
strategist and 
advocate for 
sustainable 

development

EVER 
found yourself avoiding 
a black cat, nervously 
knocking on wood, or 
tossing salt over your 
shoulder after a spill? 

Superstitions, those quirky, irrational 

awkward companions for centuries. 
Even in our age of smartphones and 
space travel, we still hold onto these 
age-old rituals, just in case. 

Because, hey, who wants to tempt 
fate? Take the classic “walking 
under a ladder brings bad luck.” 
Sure, it sounds like nonsense 
today, but it has both historical and 
practical roots. 

In ancient Egypt, ladders formed 
a triangle, symbolising the sacred 
trinity. Walking through one was 
like announcing, “I disrespect 
sacred geometry!” Meanwhile, on 
the practical side, strolling under a 
ladder increases your chances of a 
paint can hitting your head. 

Practicality and mysticism — 
an unbeatable combo for scaring 
people into compliance. Modern 
psychology even backs this up. 

Studies show we avoid “culturally 
taboo” actions, even when we know 

ruin your diet but still not risking 
it because what if? In Western lore, 
black cats get a bad rap — cross your 
path, and doom shall follow. 

But hop over to Japan or Scotland, 

discrepancy likely traces back to the 
Middle Ages when black cats were 

familiars. (Tough gig for a feline just 
trying to nap in peace.) 

believing in bad luck can create 
a self-fulfilling prophecy. If you 

likely to notice every stubbed toe 
and spilled coffee as proof. In Arab 
cultures, black cats also carry a 
mystical edge, often linked to jinn. 

Ancient folklore and religious 
tales wove black animals into the 
fabric of the supernatural, leaving 
us with cats that are, frankly, 
more misunderstood than villains 
in Disney movies. The next time 
someone knocks on wood, know 

of ancient pagan trees. No, really. 
Pagans believed protective spirits 

lived in trees, and a quick knock 

less about spirits and more about 
reducing anxiety. 

Say you just bragged about your 
flawless driving record, knocking 
on wood feels like a little insurance 
policy against tempting fate. 
Interestingly, psychologists have 
found that superstitions spike 
during stressful times, such as job 
interviews, exams, or, say, watching 
your 

favourite football team blow 
a lead. They offer comfort, even 

as using a spoon to cut steak. From 

lucky charms work not because of 
magic but because they make us feel 
confident. 

A University of Cologne study 
showed that carrying a lucky charm 
improves performance — thank 
you, placebo effect! Confidence, it 
turns out, is half the battle, whether 

attempting to parallel park without 

infamous Friday the 13th. A study 
once reported a rise in accidents on 
this day, likely because people were 
so anxious they became clumsy. 
Proving, once again, that fear can 
trip us up — literally. 

Superstitions are as diverse as the 
people who hold them. 

In Europe, crossing your fingers 
for luck and throwing salt over 

your shoulder are time-honoured 
traditions. In Asia, the number 4 
is avoided like the plague because 
it sounds like “death.” Chopsticks 
stuck upright in rice? A no-go 
because it mimics funeral incense. 
In Africa, owls have long been 
linked to bad omens, and pregnant 
women are advised to avoid night 
time outings — practical advice 
wrapped in cultural storytelling. 

Meanwhile, South Americans 
start the New Year in yellow 
underwear (for prosperity, not 
fashion) and avoid sweeping 

marriage prospects alive. If nothing 
else, superstitions offer a colourful 
window into cultural quirks. While 
science may roll its eyes at these 
beliefs, superstitions tell a deeper 
story about humanity. They reflect 
our universal desire for control and 
comfort in an unpredictable world. 

When life feels like a game of 
chance, tossing salt, knocking on 
wood, or carrying a lucky charm 
feels like a way to tip the odds in our 
favour, even if the odds are purely 
psychological. So, the next time you 
catch yourself avoiding cracks in the 

losing nothing anyway. 
Superstitions remind us that no 

science and technology, a part of 
us still craves a little “magic”. And 
honestly, the world could use more 
of that.

DR KHALFAN 
AL HARRASI

The author is an 
academic and 

researcher



O M A N  DA I LY
Follow us on facebook@omanobserver, @omanobserver THURSDAY 

9

leaders could prove a problem for 

— NYT

ANTOINE BOYER

Like prior lame-duck US presidents, Joe Biden has 

an attempt to bolster his legacy — and protect his 
signature policies — before handing over the keys 
to the White House.

With archrival Donald Trump returning to 

on added impetus, experts say.

accomplish as much as they can prior to leaving 

administration,” Robert Rowland, a University of 
Kansas communications professor, said.

“There are many examples of intense lame-
duck periods,” particularly when power changes 
from party to party, said Julian Zelizer, a history 
professor at Princeton University.

Biden, whose rare public appearances have 
shown him visibly physically diminished, is 
no exception to the rule. His recent decision to 
commute the sentences of 37 of the 40 federal death 
row inmates triggered the wrath of his Republican 
adversary. In response, Trump has vowed to seek to 
have even more defendants sentenced to death.

“Biden is scared by what he fears President 
Trump may do,” said Rowland.

The outgoing president had previously granted 
39 presidential pardons and commuted sentences 
for nearly 1,500 people, with the White House 
hailing it as “the largest single-day grant of 
clemency in modern history.” “All presidents use 
their power to pardon or commute sentences at the 
end of their presidencies,” Wendy Schiller, a Brown 
University political science professor, said.

Zelizer said the judicial actions may be 
motivated by Biden seeking to “honour some 
of the promises he made during his campaign 
on criminal justice.” One of his most notable 
decisions, however, was to pardon his son, Hunter 
Biden, who he said had been subjected to unfair 
treatment by the courts and prosecutors.

The move provoked strong criticism from Trump 
and Republicans, but also from close Democratic 

public opinion of his outgoing administration.

action on student debt owed by millions of 
Americans. Days before Christmas, the outgoing 
president announced student debt cancellation for 
55,000 public service workers.

That brought “the total number of individuals 
who have been approved for student debt relief 
under my Administration to nearly 5 million 
people through various actions,” Biden said.

  — AFP

Musk national security risk

NASSER AHMED AL ABRI

THE 

A. Offensive realism

B. Defensive realism

Understanding security dilemma - part 2

Tesla CEO and X owner Elon Musk

IT 

LT GEN RUSSEL 
L. HONORÉ

led Task Force 

devastation of New 

Army, led a review 

January 6, 2021

The security 
dilemma remains 
central to 
understanding 
state behaviour 
in an anarchic 
international 
system, with 

defensive realism 

but complementary 
perspectives.

The fact that Musk 
spent a quarter of 
a billion dollars to 
help re-elect Trump 
does not give the 
incoming White 
House the licence 
to look the other 
way at the national 
security risks he 
may pose.
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WALEED AL JAHWARI
Kuwait City, Jan 1

Dr Saleh bin Amer al Kharousi, the Sultanate of 

SPORTS DIPLOMACY

Dr Saleh bin Amer al Kharousi, the Sultanate of 

Brilliant Bahrain continue 

ANUROOP ATHIPARAMBATH
anuroop_ath

BAHRAIN

— Reuters

WALEED AL JAHWARI

— Reuters
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ALGERIAN 
REFEREE GHORBAL 
NOMINATED TO 
OFFICIATE FINAL

ADIL AL BALUSHI

 
Algerian international referee Mustapha Ghorbal 

match of the 26th Arabian Gulf Cup between 
Oman and Bahrain on Saturday.

shortlisted for the match between the Egyptian 
Mahmood Ashoor and Chinese Fu Ming.

Qatar and Kuwait match in the group matches 
of the Gulf Cup which ended by a 1-1 draw. He 
managed to deliver a strong performance with no 

He was assisted by his compatriots Djawad 
Ghorbal and Akram Zoughni while Turkish referee 

VAR technology was managed by Saudi referee 
Abdullah al Shahrani and assisted by Tunisian 
Haythem Kirat.

Ghorbal is ranked as one of the leading and 
premier referees in the African continent. He 
became an international referee in 2014. He was 
among the Best Referee in the World for 2024 
according to a list released by the International 
Federation of Football History and Statistics 
(IFFHS).

Al Ahly at the Hamadi-Agrebi Stadium in Rades. 
Another major milestone for the African referee is 

edition of the Algerian Cup in 2024 which featured 
between MC Alger and CR Belouizdad, concluding 
with a score of 0-1.

referees in Asia. He was one of the referees in the 

which ended for the latter by 2-1. In that match, 
Qatari referee was assisted by compatriots Taleb al 
Marri and Saoud Ahmed al Maqaled.

GULFCUP

Algerian international referee Mustapha Ghorbal

ANUROOP ATHIPARAMBATH
anuroop_ath

OMAN 
head coach Rasheed 

resilience after being down 
to 10 players in the crunch 
semifinal against Saudi 

Arabia in the 26th Arabian Gulf Cup.
“The focus of the players helped us 

maintain our performance until the end of 
the match. The most challenging moments 
were after the red card and the goal 
scored by the Saudi team, which restored 
confidence to the Saudi players,” the Omani 
coach told a post-match press conference.

At the Jaber Al Mubarak Al Hamad 
Stadium, Omani striker Al Mundher al Alawi 
was sent off with a red card by Turkish 
referee Halil Olmut in the 34th minute after a 

The players deserve credit for the 
outstanding performance in a difficult 
situation, Jaber said.

“The match was difficult, but the players 
were focused and made a great effort, which 
they should be commended for.”

 “During the half-time break, I spoke to the 
players about our ability to overcome and 
succeed despite the challenges, and that was 
evident in the second half.”

The Oman team is committed to make the 
fans happy, the coach added.

“We dedicate ourselves to making our fans 
happy, and the players gave their all to win 

the game,” the Omani coach said.
The coach said the Omani players 

displayed great professionalism during the 
match.

when we played almost 70 minutes with 10 
players. We are committed to sportsmanship 
and professional attitude,” Jaber concluded.

expressed dissatisfaction with the loss, 
acknowledging, “The loss is our fault and no 

The French coach highlighted the 
defensive lapses, particularly regarding the 
second goal conceded.

“In the second goal, we did not defend 
well, the defence was completely out of 
place,” he told reporters.

He emphasised the necessity of defensive 
enhancements, especially with upcoming 
World Cup qualifiers.

“We must improve on the defensive level 
if we want to succeed in the World Cup 
qualifiers, and not give the opponent this 
large number of opportunities.”

SYDNEY: Former India coach Ravi 
Shastri called on Wednesday for a 
two-tier structure in Test cricket 
with relegation and promotion to 
ensure the survival of the red-ball 
game.

His comments follow the 
blockbuster fourth Test between 
India and Australia that drew a 
record 373,691 spectators to the 
Melbourne Cricket Ground over five 
enthralling days.

That beat the previous record of 
350,534 at the same ground during 
the 1936-37 Ashes series against 
England, when Donald Bradman 
ruled the sport and Tests were 
played over six days.

Shastri, now a commentator, said 
he could not remember “a bigger 
advertisement for Test cricket” and 
said it proved the five-day game 
continued to hold its own in the face 
of ever-increasing T20 franchise 
cricket.

But the 62-year-old said it also 
reinforced his view that for Test 

cricket to survive, the biggest teams 
needed to be playing each other 
more often.

“To break crowd records that 
have stood for nearly a century... is 
testimony to the fact that when the 
best teams play, the toughest and 
best format of the game is still alive 
and thriving,” he said in a column 
for The Australian newspaper.

“It was also a sound reminder 
to the ICC (International Cricket 
Council) that the best should play 
the best for Test cricket to survive.

a clutter otherwise.
“This match further emphasises 

why we need a two-tier system with 
the top 6-8 teams and then include 
promotion and demotion. You will 
not get these kinds of crowds if 

playing.”
The ICC has been contemplating 

a two-tier system for years to keep 
the format competitive but the plans 
have never got off the ground.

A proposal for a de facto premier 
league featuring the top seven sides 
was on the agenda of the world 
governing body in 2016.

It was scrapped after the powerful 
Indian board led a backlash.

While India stand to gain from 
playing more matches against teams 

such as England and Australia, the 
BCCI said at the time the cost to 
smaller cricketing nations was too 
great.

Shastri also said the Melbourne 
game proved that Tests should 
remain five days, amid chatter that 
they should be reduced to four to 
help streamline schedules.

“The theatre in the end on (day 
five) Monday was further proof of 
why we need five days for a classic 
Test match,” he said.

have unmatched teams up against 

game into the fifth day.

four-day Tests.”
Australia won the Test by 184 runs 

deep into day five and lead the series 
2-1 heading into the final clash in 
Sydney this week. 

— AAP/Reuters

— Reuters
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NAVARRO STUNNED 

DOUBLES RUN ENDS
BRISBANE, Australia: Australian wildcard 
Kimberly Birrell stunned second seed Emma 
Navarro on Wednesday while the doubles act 
of Novak Djokovic and Nick Kyrgios came to a 
shuddering halt at the Brisbane International.

champion Grigor Dimitrov, who powered into the 

Birrell matched world number eight Navarro 

Australian Open preparations.
Navarro had a stellar 2024, going deep in all 

of the US Open.
She was expected to brush aside the challenge of 

26-year-old Birrell, who has never broken into the 
top 100 in her 10 years on the WTA Tour.

But the Australian, who trains at the 
Queensland Tennis Centre and is ranked 113, was 
not intimidated and delighted her home crowd 
with a nerveless display.

Birrell, who will face 35th-ranked Russian 
Anastasia Potapova in the last 16, said she 
embraced the role of underdog.

where you have no choice, you just have to go for 
it,” she said.

Brisbane by easing past another Australian 
wildcard, Aleksandar Vukic, 6-2, 7-6 (7/5).

The Bulgarian world number 10 raced through 

raised his game in the second.

is still a lot to do,” said Dimitrov. 
Djokovic and Kyrgios teamed up for a rare 

6-2, 3-6, 10/8. — AFP

BRISBANEINTERNATIONAL 

Grigor Dimitrov

Kazakhstan sink holders 
Germany at United Cup
PERTH, Australia:

— AFP



THURSDAY Follow us on facebook@omanobserver, @omanobserver 

MUSCAT
STOCK
EXCHANGE

CRUDE OIL
OMAN 
BRENT 
LIGHT 

New guidelines for govt contracts
QASIM AL MAASHANI

IN Ministries and government 

This initiative aims to avoid 

CONRAD PRABHU

South Korea based 

has signed agreements 

the agreements signed in 

tonnes of green ammonia 

and Investment attended 
the agreement signing in 

Investment was 

Mohammed bin Hamed 

(who retired in 2022 

In an interview with 

the green ammonia 

and green ammonia 

Korea-Oman JV inks green 
ammonia production pact
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OMAN

BANK MUSCAT 
INTRODUCES 

DEBIT TRANSACTIONS

MUSCAT:

DIGITAL Abraj Energy secures top 
HSE excellence awards

MUSCAT: Ooredoo Oman has been honoured 
as the Best Cloud Provider (Operator) Middle 
East at the Telecom Review Excellence 
Awards 2024. 

This prestigious accolade, presented 
during the 18th Telecom Review Leaders 

a leader in cloud services and reflects its 
commitment to delivering transformative 
solutions across the Sultanate of Oman.

Ooredoo has been a long-standing, 
trusted provider of cutting-edge cloud 
services, offering reliable, scalable, and 
secure hosting solutions to regional and 
global customers. Backed by managed ICT 
services experts, Ooredoo operates state-
of-the-art data centres in Oman, ensuring 
full compliance with local data residency 
requirements while providing businesses 
with the tools to thrive in an increasingly 

digital world. 
The award was collected on behalf of 

Ooredoo Oman by Saoud al Riyami, Chief 
Business and Wholesale Officer at Ooredoo, 
and Asaad al Sadi, CEO of d2c. Under the 
theme “Global, Regional, Digital,” the 

thousands of C-level executives, government 
officials, and ICT industry leaders, 
solidifying its reputation as one of the 

Looking ahead, Ooredoo will continue 
to innovate and invest in advanced 
technologies, ensuring businesses are 
equipped to embrace the future.

“This recognition inspires us to push 
boundaries, drive transformation, and 
deliver greater value, supporting Oman 
Vision 2040 for a truly digital and dynamic 
future,” said Al Riyami.

ABRAJ 
Energy Services, 

Oil and Gas services 
provider, has been 
honoured with two 

distinguished awards at the ASSP 
GCC HSE Excellence Awards 2024 
in Kuwait. The adjudication panel 
recommended Abraj for the Gold 
Award for HSE Excellence in the 
Oil & Gas category, recognising its 
leadership in occupational health 
and safety practices.

Additionally, Abraj received 
the Silver Award for Best HSE 
Initiative, recognising its innovative 
contributions through the Abraj 
CCTV Support Centre (Abraj Eyes), 
which plays a key role in advancing 
workplace safety and environmental 
responsibility by providing 
enhanced surveillance and real-time 
monitoring solutions.

The awards ceremony took 
place on December 19, 2024, 
under the auspices of Kuwait 
Petroleum Corporation (KPC) 
and its subsidiaries, along with 
international regulatory bodies.

Eng Saif al Hamhami, CEO of 
Abraj Energy Services, stated, 
“This milestone reflects our 
deep commitment to integrating 
occupational health and safety 
principles into every aspect of 
our operations. It reinforces our 
reputation as leaders in workplace 
safety and operational excellence. 
It fills us with immense pride as 
we continue to set the standard 

private sector.” 

earned widespread recognition, 
including a commendation from 
Kuwait Chevron during their recent 

Ooredoo Oman best cloud provider in Middle East

OQ, a global investment energy 
group, announced recently the official 
launch of e-Symphony, its large-scale 
project to implement RISE with SAP 
on a private cloud. 

This initiative marks a 

One ERP platform into a cloud-
based environment—opening doors 
to enhance operational efficiency, 
advanced analytics, and data-

operations. Maryam al Shaibani, 
Vice-President of OQ Corporate IDS, 
commented, “This milestone signals 
more than a technological upgrade; 
it heralds a new era of innovation, 
where collaboration, real-time 
analytics, and agility underpin every 
aspect of our operations. Moving our 
core business platform to the cloud 

reinforces our commitment to setting 
new benchmarks of excellence, both 
within OQ and across the region.”

RISE with SAP on a private cloud 
gives OQ the flexibility to scale 
seamlessly, reduce infrastructure 
costs, and minimise system 
downtime.  As an end-to-end 
cloud offering, it delivers faster 
implementation cycles, automated 
updates, and real-time data insights—
critical for agile decision-making and 
resource optimisation.

By integrating mission-critical 
functions into a single, secure 
platform, OQ can respond swiftly 
to evolving market demands at an 
unprecedented scale.

with SAP spans multiple 
implementations, including SAP 

SAP Integrated Business Planning, 

commitment to comprehensive digital 
transformation.

Congratulating OQ on this major 
achievement, Sergio Maccotta, 
Senior Vice-President, SAP Middle 

successful deployment of RISE with 
SAP in a private cloud stands as a 
testament to its leadership in digital 

economic ambitions. 
By leveraging cutting-edge 

technology and actionable insights, 
OQ is not just enhancing its 
operational efficiency—it is actively 
shaping an innovation-led future for 
the country. 

visit to an Abraj rig in the Wafra Oil 

The delegation acknowledged 

safety standards and innovative 
practices, further reinforcing 

excellence and safety leader within 
the oil and energy industry.

Abraj has solidified its position 
in the oil and Energy sector 
through a series of remarkable 
achievements in 2024, including 
successfully executing a pioneering 

commencing operations at Wafra 

the HSE Practitioner Program in 
collaboration with Oman Energy 
Association (OPAL).

The ASSP GCC HSE Excellence 
Awards, organised annually by 
the American Society of Safety 
Professionals (ASSP) Kuwait 
Chapter, celebrate leadership and 
excellence in HSE practices among 
private sector organisations in the 
Gulf region. They aim to highlight 
successful business models of 
organisations that uphold HSE 
management as a business value 
and excel in performance.
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ANNUAL DECLINE, 
SLIPPING FOR SECOND 
YEAR IN A ROW
HOUSTON: Oil prices fell around 3 per cent in 
2024, slipping for a second consecutive year, as the 

economy struggled, and the US and other non-OPEC 
producers pumped more crude into a well-supplied 
global market. 

Brent crude futures on Tuesday, the last trading 
day of the year, settled up 65 cents, or 0.88 per cent, 
to $74.64 a barrel. US West Texas Intermediate 
(WTI) crude settled up 73 cents, or 1.03 per cent, to 
$71.72 a barrel.  The Brent benchmark settled down 

December 2021. This year, Brent broadly traded 
below the highs seen in the past few years as the 
post-pandemic demand rebound and price shocks of 

Oil is likely to trade around $70 a barrel in 2025 
due to weak Chinese demand and rising global 

market, a Reuters monthly poll showed on Tuesday. 
A weaker demand outlook in China, in 

particular, forced both the Organisation of the 
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) and the 
International Energy Agency (IEA) to cut their oil 
demand growth expectations for 2024 and 2025.

The IEA projects the oil market entering 2025 in 

plan to start raising output until April 2025 against 
a backdrop of falling prices. 

US oil production rose by 259,000 barrels per 
day to a record high of 13.46 million barrels per day 
(bpd) in October, as demand surged to the strongest 
levels since the pandemic, according to data from 
the US Energy Information Administration (EIA) on 
Tuesday. 

Output is expected to rise to a new record of 13.52 
million bpd next year, the EIA said.

Economic, Regulatory Outlook

policymakers this month projected a slower path 

rates generally spur economic growth, which drives 
energy demand. Some analysts believe supply 
could tighten next year depending on President-

sanctions. 

the Russia-Ukraine war and may reimpose a 
“maximum pressure” policy towards Iran, which 
could have major implications for oil markets.

CHINAEFFECT

The sun sets behind the chimneys of the Total 

 — Reuters

Russian gas era in Europe 

BENGALURU: Bitcoin more than doubled in 

approval for exchange-traded funds tied 
to its spot price and optimism over easing 
regulatory hurdles, with Donald Trump set 
to return to the White House.

cryptocurrency hit $100,000 earlier this 

nascent asset class. 
A more than 120 per cent surge in bitcoin 

this year and a nearly 50 per cent jump in 
ether, the second-largest cryptocurrency, 

roughly $3.5 trillion, according to CoinGecko 
data.

More gains are in store for 2025, according 
to analysts.

“We remain convinced $100,000 is not the 
final milestone. We expect Bitcoin to hit a 
cycle-high of $200,000 in late 2025,” analysts 

at brokerage Bernstein wrote in a client note 
earlier this month.

MicroStrategy, a software firm that has 

of bitcoin, has seen its shares surge nearly 
five-fold in 2024.

The stock, which joined the benchmark 
Nasdaq-100 index recently, is now seen as a 
proxy for bitcoin, with its movement closely 
tied to sentiment towards the digital asset. 
Several smaller companies are following its 
playbook and allocating portions of their 
cash to bitcoin. 

“We expect bitcoin to emerge as the new-

replacing gold over the next decade and 
becoming a permanent part of institutional 
multi-asset allocation and a standard for 
corporate treasury management,” the 
Bernstein note said. 

Much of the optimism began in January 
when the US Securities and Exchange 
Commission approved the first ETFs to 
track the spot price of bitcoin, marking a 
watershed moment for the broader crypto 
industry. — Reuters

RUSSIAN     
gas exports 
via Soviet-
era pipelines 
running 
through 

Day, marking the end of decades of 

energy markets. The gas had kept 
flowing despite nearly three years of 

said it had stopped at 0500 GMT after 
Ukraine refused to renew a transit 
agreement. 

The widely expected stoppage will 
not impact prices for consumers 
in the European Union, unlike in 
2022, when falling supplies from 
Russia sent prices to record highs, 
worsened a cost-of-living crisis, and 

The last remaining EU buyers of 
Russian gas via Ukraine, such as 
Slovakia and Austria, have arranged 
alternative supplies. Hungary 
will keep receiving Russian gas 
via TurkStream, which runs two 
pipelines under the Black Sea. 

Transdniestria, a breakaway 

neighbour Moldova, also reliant on 
the transit flows, cut off heating and 
hot water supplies to households 
early on Wednesday.

The European Commission said 
the EU had prepared for the cut-off. 
“The European gas infrastructure 
is flexible enough to provide gas of 
non-Russian origin,” a spokesperson 
for the Commission said. 

“It has been reinforced with 
significant new LNG (liquefied 
natural gas) import capacities since 
2022.” Since the start of the war 
in Ukraine, the EU has slashed its 

Bitcoin more than doubles in 2024 

Wall St edges up as AI boom, rate cuts power bull run in 2024
BENGALURU
indexes opened higher in the final 
trading session of 2024, extending 
a more than two-year-long bull run 
fuelled by post-pandemic economic 
resilience, optimism over lower 
borrowing costs and a boost from 
the AI revolution.

The S&P 500, Dow and Nasdaq 
are near record highs and are set 
for their second consecutive year of 
gains. A nearly 100-basis point cut in 
interest rates in 2024 by the Federal 
Reserve and a rally in technology 
stocks in anticipation of boost to 
corporate profits from artificial 
intelligence have catapulted equities 
to record highs in 2024.

The tech, communications 
services and consumer 

discretionary stocks have advanced 
more than 30 per cent this year.

more than 170 per cent surge this 
year was smaller compared with last 
year, the rally helped the company 
notch $3 trillion in market value, 
while Tesla reclaimed $1 trillion 
level. At 09:53 am, the Dow Jones 
Industrial Average rose 79.15 points, 
or 0.19 per cent, to 42,652.88, the 
S&P 500 gained 7.91 points, or 0.13 
per cent, to 5,914.28 and the Nasdaq 
Composite gained 9.12 points, or 0.06 
per cent, to 19,497.96.

Nvidia was down 0.5 per cent, 
while the Elon Musk-led automaker 
added 1.1 per cent. Moves are 
expected to be influenced by thin 

on Wednesday. A majority of the 11 
S&P 500 sectors traded higher, led 
by energy stocks on higher crude 
prices.

Toward the end of the year, risk-

presidential win boosted bets that 
he would deliver on his promises to 
ease regulations, cut taxes and raise 
tariffs to help domestic businesses.

His win also powered small-cap 
stocks. The Russell 2000 clinched a 
record high and was set for a second 
straight year of gains with a nearly 
10 per cent increase. 

Bank shares are up nearly 35 per 
cent this year.

However, equities hit a rough 
patch in December, putting the 
S&P 500 on course for its biggest 

monthly decline since April, due to 
higher yields on Treasury notes at 
a time when equity valuations are 
stretched and the Fed is cautious.

The yield on benchmark 10-
year note eased to 4.5 per cent as 
inflationary concerns linked to 

the Fed moderating its rate cuts in 
2025. “Any further gains in equities 
are unlikely until there is more 
clarity about what the incoming 

policies will look like,” said Raffi 
Boyadjian, lead market analyst 
at brokerage XM. “How earnings 
expectations evolve in the coming 
months will also be crucial for Wall 
Street, particularly for tech and AI 
stocks.”  — Reuters

dependence on Russian energy by 
buying more piped gas from Norway 
and LNG from Qatar and the United 
States. 

Ukraine, which refused to extend 
the transit deal, said Europe had 
already made the decision to 
abandon Russian gas. “We stopped 
the transit of Russian gas. This is 
a historic event. Russia is losing 
its markets; it will suffer financial 

German Galushchenko said in a 
statement.

Cost to both sides
Ukraine now faces the loss of some 
$800 million a year in transit fees 

lose close to $5 billion in gas sales. 
Russia and the former Soviet 

Union spent half a century building 

up a major share of the European 
gas market, which at its peak stood 
at around 35 per cent, but the war 
has all but destroyed that business 

The Yamal-Europe pipeline via 
Belarus has also shut, and the Nord 
Stream route across the Baltic Sea to 
Germany was blown up in 2022. 

Combined, the various routes 
delivered a record high 201 billion 
cubic metres (bcm) of gas to Europe 
in 2018. Russia shipped about 15 
bcm of gas via Ukraine in 2023, 
down from 65 bcm when the last 
five-year contract began in 2020. In 
Transdniestria, an employee at local 
energy company Tirasteploenergo 
said that it had cut off heating and 
hot water supplies to households, 
and she did not know when they 
would resume. — Reuters

The widely 
expected stoppage 

will not impact 
prices for 

consumers in the 
European Union, 

unlike in 2022, 
when falling 
supplies from 

Russia sent prices 
to record highs,

A gas worker walks between pipes in a compressor and distribution station of the Urengoy-Pomary-Uzhgorod gas 
pipeline, some 30 km (19 miles) from the south-western Russian city of Kursk. — Reuters

A street sign for Wall Street is seen 
outside the New York Stock Exchange in 
Manhattan, New York City. — Reuters

Representation of the bitcoin cryptocurrency and a 
price chart are seen in this illustration. — Reuters
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OPINION

top leader, Xi Jinping, veered momentarily 

address to acknowledge the challenges of the 

government was working to usher in the next phase 
of growth.

“The current economic operation is facing 
some new situations, there are challenges from 
the uncertainty of the external environment and 
pressure from the transformation of new and 
old drivers, but these can be overcome through 
hard work,” Xi said in a speech televised on state 
broadcaster CCTV.

troubles is unusual in an address from Xi, who uses 

accomplishments over the previous year. 
In recent weeks, China has become more vocal 

about the need to take measures to bolster its 
economy.

pledged to increase public borrowing, spend 

spending, a stubbornly weak spot. 

widespread problems in its real estate sector and an 
unrelenting fall in prices.

China is also facing the prospect of squaring 

could mean even greater levies on US imports from 
China.

Xi said the economy grew “about 5 per cent” in 

the start of the year. 
He said the overall operation of the economy is 

“stable and steady.” 

for gross domestic product, a measure of economic 
activity, raised questions about the validity of those 

on track to meet high targets was impossible to 

Tuesday.
The increasingly bold measures from the 

government, such as loosening its monetary 

the 5 per cent target would indicate.

between 2.4 per cent and 2.8 per cent in 2024. It 
estimated that China can reach between 3 per cent 
to 4.5 per cent growth in 2025, and would reach the 
high end of that range only “if everything falls in 

Analysts have said that the Chinese economy is 
too reliant on exports and policymakers must do 
more to bolster domestic demand. 

 — New York Times

Money from risky loans. 
What could go wrong?

THE 
GCC states witnessing skewed population growth trends

funds operate in the shadows, talks to reporters on Capitol Hill in Washington. — NYT

HAIDER 
AL LAWATI

haiderdawood@
hotmail.com

The author is a 

economic analyst 
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IN 
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In the month of 
July 2022, the total 

countries reached 
57.3 million people, 
constituting 0.7 per 

cent of the total world 
population of 7.8 

billion people at the 
time
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CLASSIFIEDS

PLANNING 
Engineer, PMP. 
Indian male 11 
years experience 
in Construction 
Projects.
Well versed with 
Primavera P6 

communication 
skills, Interpersonal 
skills, EDT Claims, 
Recovery schedules, 
project control. 
Having Omani 
Driving Licence. 
Contact: 78002582 
Email: 
engineer4planning@ 
gmail.com

SIT. WANTED  

B. COM. 35 years 
of experience in 
accounts, sales 
coordinator, 
admin, HR, 
personal 
assistant, 
document 
controller with 
Oman D/L, 
looking for a job. 
Contact: 92558734

INDIAN male 14 
years experience 
light/ heavy 
driver. 
Looking for 
suitable opening 
currently in 
Oman. Contact: 
77050986/ 
91280205, 
email: 
kokkadmou@
gmail.com

16,000 sqm (2 
portions of 8,000 
sqm each). 
Open yard/ storage 
area with compound 
wall, 24 hours CCTV 
surveillance & other 
amenities, for rent 
in Al Jifnain close 
to Muscat Nizwa 
Highway. 
Contact: 99105784.

FOR SALE

SIT. VACANT

FIND your dream 

neighbourhoods 

park and sports 
promenade, a 6 
room villa in Al 
Ghubra South 
opposite Sultan 
Qaboos Sports 
Complex. 

For more details, 
contact: 91377029.

LOOKING for a Local Sponsor cum Investor 

in Oman. Email — pradeepdivakar69@gmail.
com

A SUDANESE 
resident in 
Salalah, BSc of 
administrative 
sciences with 
21 years of 
experience in the 

management/ 
logistics and 

Contact: +968 
98510880.

SRI LANKAN
Male — (CGMA 
ACMA+ 
CPA+BBA) Asst. 
Finance 
Manager/ Chief 
Accountant, 12+ 
Experience in 
Oman & GCC, 
Expert in Finan. 
Reporting (MIS), 
VAT, Audit, 

AR AP Recon, 
IFRS, Payroll, 
Banking. 
Contact: 
78773250. 
Email: ali.
mohamedown@
gmail.com 

Indian male 
(Mechanical 
Engineering) 
with 3 years 
experience in 
Diesel engine 
works (Gensets/ 
Engines), 
2 years in 
Machine 
Maintenance, 
seeks job. 
Contact: 
78022420

ACCOUNTANT 
with overs 
6 years of 
experience 
Detail-Oriented 
Financial 
Professional: 
Expert in 
Accounting, 
Audit Prep 
and Expense 
Management. 
Contact: +968 
78320801, 
Ready to join 
immediately.

FOR RENT

HOUSE  for rent 
Barka / Al
Haram 
Number of 
rooms: 2
bathrooms: 3
Kitchen
Hall
Council 
Spacious 
courtyard 
For inquiries 
and 
communication 
via WhatsApp: 
92921907/ 
92190016

INDIAN Female, 
M-Tech in 
Environmental 
Engineering, 
B-Tech in Civil 
Engineering. 7 
years of Teaching 
experience as Asst. 
Professor, 2 years 
of professional 
experience in civil 
construction and 
soil investigation.  
Seeking suitable 
job, now in Muscat. 
Contact: 95136664, 
79620397
Email: 
mayakrish.1804@
gmail.com

IN Ruwi, 2 
bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, hall, 
kitchen, with car 
parking. RO 150 
monthly only. Tel: 
94402003.

SENIOR 
accountant  - 
Indian male 

experience 
(9years in 
Oman)  NOC & 
D/L available. 
Contact: 
78109909.Email: 
shinsjohn@
gmail.com

RETAIL Store 
Manager with 
15 years of 
experience in 
Retail Fashion, 
Home, Decor, 
Perfume and 
Beauty. Currently 
working in 
Oman. Actively 
seeking new 
opportunities. 
Tel: 94126212 
ehteshamzaidi@
yahoo.in

29 years old 
Indian female, 
MBA holder 
with 2 years 
experience. 
Seeking a 
suitable position.  
Currently in 
Muscat on visit 
visa. Contact: 
78641071, 
shazashakeel@
gmail.com

FOR RENT

Ajib Trading 
LLC
Opal Spec 
Portacabin 
Rental to 

Man Camp 
Setup.
Contact: 
99036395 - 
99411263

Indian Male /CPA, 
CMA, CA Finalist  
& BCOM/ 10+ years 
of Experience/
Currently 
Working as 
Finance Manager, 
Looking for Senior 
Management 
Roles in Finance. 
Contact: 78611653.
Email: 
jobcpacma@gmail.
com

Sales Consultant 
with 2+ Years of 
Experience in 
Luxury Retail 
Looking for 
job, A better 
Opportunity.
Mobile: 00968 
78753577
E-mail: 
ummerayazmj@
gmail.com

ANNOUNCEMENT

A Reputed MEP Company in Muscat 
is Hiring Urgently

1- Mechanical Engineers (HVAC/
Plumbing)

2- MEP Engineers.

3- Estimator (HVAC).

Exp-Level: 4-6 years (Oman Exp: 
Preferable)

Send CV to meemcollchr@gmail.com

4 years experience as Sales Manager at 
automobile showroom in Kerala. Skilled 
in sales, customer relations & team 
coordination. Seeking roles in sales, 
operations ect. Willing to consider entry-
level position with potential for career 
growth. Contact: 76986562, Age 27

CHANGE OF NAMEI, Riyaz Ahmad Khan, (holder of Indian Passport No. R4797976) son of/daughter of Zakir Khan having permanent residence in Mugeespur, Yadavpur, Chandrika ganj, 
PO-Tarun, Distt Faizabad (complete postal address in India) and presently residing in Suhar, Oman. (complete postal address in Oman) intend to change my name from 

Riyaz Ahmad (old name) to Riyahudin(new name) for all practical purposes. Any objection towards my name change may please be communicated to Embassy of India, Muscat, Diplomatic Quarters, Al Khuwair, P.Box No. 1727, Postal Code 112, Ruwi, Sultanate of Oman. 
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B R I E F  F E A T U R E S

Tar Barrel Men process 
through the streets of 
Allendale carrying 

barrels in the annual 
Allendale Tar Barrel 
festival in Allendale, 
northern England. 
—AFP

People walk at 
the Sheikh Zayed 
Heritage Festival 
as they await the 

drone show in Abu 
Dhabi. —AFP

A Sadhu, or a Hindu 

on the banks of the river 

festival in Prayagraj. —
AFP

FESTIVAL CELEBRATION CULTURE

C O N S E R V A T I O N

THE RAPTORS 
OF OMAN: 
GUARDIANS 
OF THE SKY > 20

AS WE STEP into a new 
year, the Sultanate of Oman 
is poised to embrace 2025 as 
a year dedicated to well-
being. This vision aligns 
with the broader goals set 

emphasising social 
development, economic 
growth, and cultural 
enrichment.

The commitment to fostering well-being 

understanding of the interconnectedness between 
individual well-being and national prosperity.

is robust economic growth. The government has 
been actively diversifying its economy away from 
oil dependency through initiatives such as Oman 
Vision 2040, which aims to enhance sectors like 

infrastructure and creating job opportunities, Oman 
is not only improving its economic landscape but 
also enhancing the quality of life for its citizens. 
A stable economy fosters a sense of security and 
optimism among the populace, which is essential for 
cultivating happiness.

In addition to economic measures, social 
development plays a crucial role in promoting 
well-being. The Omani government has prioritised 
education and healthcare reforms aimed at 
improving access and quality.

education and healthcare services, Oman is laying 
the groundwork for a healthier, more educated 
society that can contribute positively to national 
development. 

aspect of its strategy for well-being in 2025. The 
government recognises that cultural identity plays 

and festivals that celebrate Omani culture while 

and promoting cultural activities, Oman not only 
strengthens national pride but also enhances 
community bonds among its citizens.

The path towards well-being in Oman also 
involves active community engagement. The 
government encourages citizen participation in 
decision-making processes through forums and 
public consultations.

This inclusive approach ensures that the voices of 
all citizens are heard, fostering a sense of belonging 
and ownership over their communities. When people 
feel valued and involved in shaping their society, it 
leads to greater satisfaction with life.

As we look forward to 2025, it is clear that Oman 
is committed to creating an environment where well-

development, cultural preservation, environmental 
sustainability, and community engagement.

Each citizen has a role to play in this collective 
journey towards well-being by embracing these values 
individually and collectively. With these concerted 

there is every reason to believe that 2025 will indeed 
be remembered as a landmark year for well-being in 
Oman. Till next, Happy New Year 2025.

Oman poised to 
embrace 2025 as the 
year of well-being

Shaddad is a 
seasoned Omani 
journalist and 
currently one of 

senior editors. 

BY SHADDAD AL MUSALMY

CHANGINGWORLD
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LIFE

TENS OF thousands of partygoers 
from around the world braved 
freezing temperatures and driving 
rain overnight on Tuesday to ring in 

Times Square.
“I really wanted to live this 

a lifetime,” said Jennifer Lopez, who 
hails from the Dominican Republic 
but now calls Long Island home.

The passage to the new year in 
the “Big Apple” has taken place 
since 1907 in Manhattan, at the 
intersection of Broadway and 42nd 
Street -- a crossroad illuminated day 
and night by the signs of theatres, 
music halls, and giant digital 
advertising screens.

The colourful event attracts New 
Yorkers, other Americans, and 
foreigners in the tens of thousands 
every December 31.

Elizabeth Anderson, a 32-year-old 
Mexican now living in Australia, was 
making her third trip to New York, 
where she met her husband 11 years 
ago.

“on the bucket list”, she said.
The highlight of the evening was 

the descent of the Times Square ball, 
a 60-second countdown as a geodesic 
sphere -- illuminated and covered 
in crystal -- descended a 20-metre 
pylon.

cheered and strangers hugged and 
kissed.

More than a ton of confetti 

surrounding the intersection. Frank 

 EXPERIENCE IT IN PERSON

came from India.
“I grew up watching it on TV. I 

wanted to experience it in person.”
Recent new year celebrations in 

Times Square have been muted and 
sometimes marred by tragedy.

In 2020-2021, during the Covid-19 
pandemic that killed tens of 
thousands of New Yorkers and 

brought the city to its knees, it was 
observed in a virtually empty Times 
Square.

The following year, the crowd was 
limited to 15,000 people, all masked 
and vaccinated.

In 2022-2023, a 19-year-old 

with a machete. He was sentenced 
last May to 27 years in prison 
for “attempted assassination of 
American agents in the name of 
jihad”, according to the courts.

The New York Police Department 
(NYPD) Chief Jessica Tisch said up 
to a million partygoers would be 
supervised by a “huge number of 

The big crowd was not enough to 
scare away Norquan Tirick Goldson, 
a New Yorker living in California.

new year with strangers from all 
over the world?” he said.

at midnight in Lower Manhattan that 
exploded above the Statue of Liberty 

INSTAGRAM TOP PICKS

SHARE A SLICE OF YOUR LIFE

Merlin Entertainments 
closes three sites in 
Türkiye including 
Madame Tussauds

We select photos daily for our Instagram Top Picks of the Day.
To be selected, follow us on Instagram and every time you upload or share your 
photos, make sure to tag us and use #OmanObserver and #BeAnObserver.

Beauty of Remote Places

Strangers in the night: 
Celebrating 2025 in 

New York city



O M A N  DA I LY
Follow us on facebook@omanobserver, @omanobserver THURSDAY 

20

FEATURES

BY YERU EBUEN
PHOTOS FROM ESO

IMAGINE standing on the edge 
of a sun-drenched cliff 
in Oman, where the 
rugged terrain meets the 

endless blue of the Arabian Sea. As you gaze 
upwards, a magnificent Steppe Eagle soars 

raw beauty and resilience. 

special as a sanctuary for raptors. Over 39 
species of these incredible birds call this 
vibrant country home, from the endangered 
Egyptian Vulture to the striking Lappet-faced 
Vulture. As the world faces an ecological 
crisis, Oman emerges as a critical player in 
global conservation efforts, safeguarding 

Raptors, or birds of prey, are more than 

regulating prey populations and maintaining 
the balance of the food chain. Their presence 
is a sign of environmental robustness. In 
Oman, raptors are woven into the very 
fabric of cultural heritage, especially falcons, 
which command respect and admiration as 
symbols of strength and tradition.

However, this harmony is at risk. Globally, 
raptors are under siege, battling against 
habitat loss, climate change and human 
interference. In Oman, the situation mirrors 
these global challenges. Rapid urban 
expansion and agriculture threaten the 

thrive. Illegal hunting persists, particularly 
affecting the falcon population, while issues 
such as electrocution from power lines and 
pesticide poisoning exacerbate their plight.

impressive range of raptors. From the sleek 
Peregrine Falcon to the graceful Osprey, 
each species brings its own charm to the 
skies. The Egyptian Vulture, with its striking 
appearance and vital role in the ecosystem, 
serves as a poignant reminder of the urgency 
of conservation efforts. Local enthusiasts 
and researchers have documented countless 
encounters with these birds, inspiring a 
growing community dedicated to their 
protection.

HEROES IN CONSERVATION: 

Despite the challenges, hope shines 
through the efforts being made to conserve 

birdwatchers have taken a keen interest 
in observing these birds, leading to the 
establishment of the Oman Bird List, which 

efforts have focused on threatened species, 
including the Sooty Falcon (Falco concolor) 
and the Egyptian Vulture (Neophron 
percnopterus). An eight-year study led by the 
Office for Conservation of the Environment 
has yielded valuable insights into the 
breeding territories and threats faced by 
these species. Their team has fitted satellite 

fascinating insights into their migratory 

to changing environments!
In a previous interview, Dr Fatima al 

Mansoori, a wildlife biologist at ESO, 
remarked, “Understanding the migration 
patterns and populations of these raptors 

Vultures around Muscat, revealing a much 
larger resident population than previously 
expected.” This groundbreaking research has 

been made possible through partnerships 
with local and international organisations, 
including the Omani Environment Authority 
and the Bernd Meyburg Foundation for 
Raptor Research and Conservation.

still much work to do,” noted Dr Al-
Mansoori. “Implementing community-
driven initiatives and flyway conservation 
strategies will be essential to ensure the 
survival of these magnificent species.” 
Government initiatives have also turned the 

— a harmful drug for vultures and eagles. 
This proactive move is a clear indication that 
Oman is taking significant steps towards 
raptor preservation.

Community engagement is at the heart of 

the bilingual “Raptors of Oman” booklet is 
a testament to this commitment, bridging 
knowledge gaps and inspiring the younger 
generation to appreciate and protect these 

outreach rests on the belief that informed 
communities are empowered communities. 

The conservation of raptors in Oman is an 
essential part of maintaining biodiversity 
and ecological health. Continued 
cooperation between local and international 
entities will be necessary to enhance 
conservation strategies and raise public 
awareness regarding the significance of 
raptors in the ecosystem.


