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Safety onus on
shop onwmers

Ensure steps 5
to prevent

COVID-19 to
escape fine

 SAMUEL RUTTY |
MUSCAT: While the Royal Oman Police (ROP)
have been entrusted with enforcing the laws by
the Supreme Committee tasked with COVID-19,
the business owners have to ensure strict
implementation of the safety protocols to curb
the spread of coronavirus.

“The onus is now with the owners that they
not only have to ensure that all the safety
measures are in place at their establishments
but also have to confirm that the visitors, too,
comply with them", said an official at Muscat
Municipality.

Any apathetic or recalcitrant attitude from
customersshouldbereportedtothe authorities,
he said.

The Supreme Committee on Monday advised
the ROP to monitor the compliance of decisions
by the com mercial establishments and other
institutions and also authorised them to impose
fines and preventive detention of the violators
in accordance with the law that deals with the

COVID-19 violations. ' TURN ON P2 |
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HM sends message to Qatar Emir

DOHA: His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik sent a verbal message
to Shaikh Tamim bin Hamad al Thani, Emir of Qatar, pertaining to the
strong fraternal relations between the two brotherly countries and
means of enhancing them, as well as consulting on the most
prominent regional issues of common concern. The message was
delivered by Yusuf bin Alawi bin Abdallah, Minister Responsible for
Foreign Affairs, when Shaikh Tamim received him in the Qatari
capital, Doha on Monday. — ONA

HM congratulates Cameroon President

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik has sent
congratulations to President Paul Biya of the Republic of Cameroon
on the occasion of his country’'s National Day. His Majesty the Sultan
expressed his sincere congratulations and best wishes to President
Biya and his country's friendly people. — ONA

Your favourite livestock is just a mobile tap away

MUSCAT: If you miss the
traditional markets, which
come live ahead of Eid al Fitr,
due to coronavirus lockdown,
don't be disappointed. Your
livestock is just a mobile tap or
a click away.

Tharwa, a start-up funded by
Oman Technology Fund, is
offering online auction of cattle
and livestock which will
continue till May 21.

Over 700 buyers have already
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registered at the site, which
offers sheep, goats, cattle and
camels from Oman, Somalia,
Sudan, Australia and South
Africa by 105 sellers in the
Sultanate.

Samira al Esry, co-founder of
Tharwa said, ‘It witnessed a
good turnout from both sellers
and buyers. Although it is a new
experience, number of visitors
and the registered ones are
increasing daily and we receive
many callsvia customerservice

lines". TURN ON P2
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SAFETY ONUS ON SHOP OWNERS

FROM PAGE 1

“It is not mandatory to open stores on this date,
but we encourage you to open with all precautions
in place as soon as possible. After all, complying
fully with the new health protection measures is
paramount in the battle against the pandemic”, he
said. The Ministry of Regional Municipalities and
Water Resources on Monday announced the list
of over 60 commercial activities that have been
exempted from the lockdown measures.

The municipality on Tuesday said that the
decision does not include the shops located in the
commercial centres, Muttrah and the industrial
area of Wadi Kabir and those inside the malls.
However, all other parts of Muscat Governorate
can reopen the commercial activities listed by
the ministry. Faizal Ahmed, Sales Manager with
a leading supermarket chain, said that they have
rolled out all safety measures, including guidelines
to the staff, in accordance with the protocol issued
by the authorities. “There are still some unruly
customers who do not follow the rules. We have to
struggle with them”.

According to the municipality, watches and
accessories stores and perfume shops, flower
shops, boutique and shops selling Abaya,
beauty and make-up tools are allowed to
open their businesses. “Utensil shops and
communication service halls can also resume
work, provided they adhere to social distancing
and apply precautionary measures and safety
requirements’, it said.
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12 FIRMS OUT

OF 15 REVOKE
DECISION TO
LAY OFF STAFF

MUSCAT: The Ministry of
Manpower committee tasked
with examining the issue of dis-
missal of national workforce

from private sector
companies, held its
fifth meeting on
Tuesday under the
chairmanship of
Hamad bin Khamis
al Amri, Under-
Secretary for
Labour Affairs at
the Ministry of
Manpower.

The committee
reviewed the proce-
dures undertaken
by the work teams

in the governorates which held
negotiations with 15 companies,
of which 12 companies reversed
earlier decisions to lay off

THE MINISTRY OF
MANPOWER COMMITTEE

APPROVED THE TRANSFER

putes.

national workforce with the
remaining 3 companies refus-
ing to do so, thus prompting the
committee to take legal action

against them.

Meanwhile, the
committee approved
the transfer of com-
plaints by compa-
nies regarding wage
reduction to the
work teams in the
governorates.

The work team in
each governorate
will hold discussions
with the respective
company and repre-
sentatives of the

workers' union to evaluate the
complaints and take suitable
decisions vis-a-vis labour dis-

YOUR FAVOURITE LIVESTOCK IS JUST A MOBILE TAP AWAY

FROM PAGE 1

e “Tharwa replaces

A traditional habta.
It is an electronic
livestock market
for auctioning

" off local livestock.

The idea of

auctioning the

livestock comes from the
original Omani Fid traditions. One of
these practices is buying meat from
habta markets across the wilayats”,
said Al Esry.

She mentioned, “In view of the
current conditions of COVID-19
pandemic and to avoid transmission,
Tharwa is gearing up to organise
a habta for local livestock in
coordination with livestock owners
in various governorates. A live and
direct auction will be conducted

in each governorate to provide
livestock to the various wilayats of
the Sultanate, as well as providing
livestock home delivery service
through a local delivery network of
300 Omani youth registered on the
platform”.

Al Esry confirmed that the auction
hour was extended from 10 am to

8:30 pm due to more demand. “As

for now the ordered livestock will be
delivered next day. Our future plan

is to develop better delivery network,
and that is why we have contracted
delivery services companies as well as
some individuals. We are also keen to
strengthen the cooperation with the
official authorities to serve this sector

and develop it better”, Al Esry said.

Local and imported livestock owners
can market and sell their products
easily on www.tharwaoman.om.
Interested livestock owners and buyers
can call 71193935 for details. This
platform is jointly supported by the
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries
and Al Bashayer Meat Company.
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THREE FLIGHTS TO CARRY
INDIANS HOME TODAY

KABEER YOUSUF

MUSCAT: Three flights of
Air India Express will carry
Indians in Oman to three
destinations in India, as
part of the second phase of
the national repatriation
programme on Wednesday.

Accordingly, IX 818 will
carry passengers from
Muscat to Bangaluru at
115pm (arrival: Bangaluru
at 6.15 Local Time); IX 714
from Muscat to Kannur at
3.15pm (arrival: Kannur at
8.30pm LT);and IX 342 from
Salalah to Kozhikode at
3.25pm (arrival: Kozhikode
at 8.40 LT).

This is part of the total of 11
flights which are scheduled
to fly Indian nationals from
the Sultanate to various
Indian destinations, the first
of which took off from
Muscat International Airport
to Thiruvananthapuram at
115 pm on May 17.

Pregnant women, people
needing urgent medical
attention, stranded visi-
tors, workers who lost their

FLIGHTS FROM TOMORROW
Muscat -Kozhikode
Muscat -Delhi

Thursday, May 21

Friday, May 22

Muscat-Kannur

Muscat - Kochi

Saturday, May 23

Muscat-Thiruvananthapuram

Muscat-Gaya

jobs due to downsising,

infants, and people having
family emergencies are
given priority to board the

(Courtesy: Indian Embassy, Muscat)

flights, according to Indian

Embassy sources.

The Government of India
added three more flights to

Oman Air brings
citizens, residents
from London

STAFF REPORTER

MUSCAT: Oman Air oper-
ated a flight from London
to Muscat, which departed
on Monday (May 18), to
bring 37 Omanis back to
their homeland, along with
31 residents.

The aircraft, which land-
ed here early on Tuesday
morning, transported
expatriates who chose to
leave the country.

The airline also operated
a chartered flight to
London on May 12, for a
large Oil & Gas company
with major business activi-
ties in Oman.

That flight carried 169
passengers; the return
flight brought 126 passen-
gers to Muscat. All guests
and crew took extensive
safety precautions before,
during, and after the
flights.

Strong relations with
Palestine commended
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Muscat Municipality

Announcement No. 33/2020

RAMALLAH: Dr Laila Ghannam,
Governor of Ramallah and Al
Bireh, received Salim bin Habib al
Amiri, Charge d'affaires of the
Sultanate's Embassy in the State
of Palestine, in her office on
Monday.

The governor informed the
Sultanate's envoy of the brutality
and persecution inflicted on the
Palestinian people by the Israeli
government.

The governor commended the
strong Omani-Palestinian rela-
tionsaffirmingthatthePalestinian
people, while facing the threat of
the coronavirus outbreak, stand
firm against the occupation which
hampers their daily life with
arrests, break-ins and demolition
of houses and by adopting the
policy of collective punishment.
The latest demolition was that of
Al Barghouthi's house.

Companies specialized in the field and registered with Tender Board,
may obtain tender documents for the website through the following link:
(https/:etendering.tenderboard.gov.om) against non-refundable fees as
mentioned below starting from the date of this announcement and until the
end of deadline stipulated below.

Tander No. E Tonder

Description of
Tender

Tender
Fee

Last date
to collect
the tender

Tender
retum
date

Grade

(20201

PRE/Z0/045 MMIQS26)

Consultancy
Services for
Supervision of
Construction
of Strom Water
Drainage
in Muscat
Governorate
Phase 1
{ E- Tender )

Rial 40

0300E/2020

2310652020

Specialist

Tender Conditions::

1. Bidders shall submit their offers electronically accompanied with an electronic

Al Amiri underscored the historic
relations with the Palestinian peo-
ple affirming the Sultanate's sup-
port to the Palestinian cause and
the rights of the Palestinian people
of liberation and the establishment
of an autonomous state. — ONA
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copy of abond issued by any local bank in Oman addressed to Muscat
municipality. The bond shall be { 1%) of the tender value valid for ninety (90)
days starting from the date of bids submission.Any tenders which do not meet
the required bond shall not be accepted.

Original Tender Bonds will be requested later on to be submitted to Muscat
Municipality, and A soft copy of the same must be uploaded in the Etendering
System.

. For any inguiries regarding tenders, please visit e-tendering website:

(httpsil:etendering tenderboard.gov.om).

. For technical support of e-tendering system please send an email to

(etenderhd@ita.gov.om) or call (+368241686T0).
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COMMERCIAL

RESTRICTIONS .

TO CONTINUE *’“
IN MUSCAT CITY :

VINOD NAIR

MUSCAT: Despite the
decision to allow
commercial activities in
the country, there will be
restrictions in Muscat city,
which is still under
lockdown.

Muscat Municipality
issued a clarification, which
said the activities allowed to
reopen will not include
shops located in the
commercial centres (malls),
Muttrah and the industrial
area of Wadi Kabir.

Barber and tailoring
shops will remain closed
while laundries can
operate only if they have
contracts with
government and
commercial agencies.
Also, only automatic
washing and steam-
ironing only will be
allowed.

Marble, granite and
ceramic shops are allowed

including those selling -

abayas, beauty Kits,

perfumes and watches
have been allowed to open

Humu [

No barber and tailoring shops to open

and use online services

and home deliveries.
Stores of telecom
providers have been
allowed to open with social
distancing guidelines.
Muttrah has been under

Laundries can operate only on a contract basis

Shops dealing in women’s garments and abayas can
offer online delivery

isolation since April 1,

while there has been

increasing number of
cases in Hamriya and

Wadi Kabir.

No shops to open in malls, Muttrah, Wadi Kabir
industrial area

Municipality also urged

commercial
establishments to follow
guidelines specified by the
Ministry of Health, which
include, always wash
hands frequently with
water and alcohol-based
sanitisers, refrain from
sharing personal
protective equipment
(such as helmets, gloves

greetings such as

in the organisation,

handshaking and hugging,
introduce an appointment
or token system for clients
and reduce the time

periods for their presence

provide appropriate
personal protection
means and equipment for
each employee, sanitise all

nearest health institution
if they exhibited any
symptoms.

It called for intensifying
the cleaning process at
the workplace and the
workers' residences using
the recommended
cleaning fluids.

It advises to wear the
muzzle (or masks) tightly

and face masks, a
minimum number of
direct contacts as possible
and avoid physical

to reopen provided they
follow rules of social
distancing.

Women's garments,

devices and equipment
including phones. It urged
the shop owners to direct
the employees to the

to reduce the space
between the face and the
muzzle (masks) and avoid
touching them.

s

Traders upbeat as some curbs eased

Ramadan

Iftar
Program

e
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The Prophet ( F:,—-""’" ) said, "He who provides a fasting person something
with which to break his fast, will earn the same reward as the one who was
observing the fast, without diminishing in any way the reward of the latter”
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KABEER YOUSUF

MUSCAT: Traders, vendors,
service providers as well as con-
sumers in the country are high
on positive spirit after opening
their commercial establish-
ments following the Supreme
Committee’'s instructions per-
taining to resumption of com-
mercial activities within the
strict guidelines of the Supreme
Committee soon.

The anticipation went fast
among the business community
after Dr Ahmed bin Mohammed
al Saeedi, Minister of Health, had
announced that plans were
under way to let some more sec-
tors operate according to the

norms set by the Committee.

Accordingly, retail outlets that
sell essentials, perfumes, gifts
and the like along with service
providers are in the hope that a
wide range of sectors would ben-
efit out of the announcement.

“We have been supplying dry
fruits and other foodstuff across
the country and business has
been affected like nothing espe-
cially during the season of
Ramadhan. I know all sectors
have been affected by the COVID-
19 and we hope that things are
going to change soon just as the
Eid is round the corner”,
Mohammed Ashraf, a wholesal-
er and retailer in Muscat told
the Observer.
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PACP CLARIFIES ON PRICES OF

FACE MASKS

MUSCAT: The Public
Authority for Consumer
Protection (PACP) has clari-
fied about a topic circulat-
ing on the social media
regarding the hike in the
prices of face masks.

PACA explained that the
prices of face masks have
seen a significant increase
internationally due to a
surge in import prices and
a growing demand caused
by the Coronavirus out-
break.

PACA affirmed that it is
verifying the import prices
and checking the customs
clearance certificates
issued by the Directorate-
General of Customs at the
Royal Oman Police (ROP) in
accordance to the rules.

As per the Ministry of
Health's rules, importers
are allowed to add up to 15
per cent on the import
price. Distributers are also
permitted to add 15 per
cent, PACA said affirming
that any addition on top of

The
prices of
face masks have risen but
maintained the same level
since the outset of the pan-
demic and have not been
hiked after the Supreme
Committee made wearing
them in public mandatory,

masks will be dealt

with strictly and urged
members of the public to
report any instances of
hiking over the price seen
at the start of, but not prior
to, the pandemic and also
to compare the prices at
the same outlet but not
with different outlets.

2 residents
succumb to
virus; 292
hew cases

MUSCAT: The Ministry
of Health on Tuesday
announced the death
of two residents, one
aged 34 and another
aged 57, due to COVID-
19, bringing the total
number of victims in
the Sultanate to 27.

The ministry extend-
ed its condolences to
the bereaved families,
praying to the
Almighty Allah to have
mercy on the souls of
the deceased.

The ministry also
announced 292 new
positive cases, 119 of
which cases are
Omanis and 173 expa-
triates.

This brings the total
number of positive
COVID-19 cases in the
Sultanate to 5,671, in
addition to 27 deaths.

The Ministry also
pointed out that 1,574
cases have recovered.

— ONA

Expats held
for illegal
tailoring Iin
Samayil

MUSCAT: The Police
Command in
Al Dakhiliyah
Governorate with the
support of the Police
Special Task Force in
Nizwa, rounded up a
number of expatriates
from the Wilayat of
Samayil for illegal tai-
loring which, among
other activities, con-
stitutes a violation of
regulations and was
banned by the
Supreme Committee
for tackling the
COVID-19 pandemic.
The offenders were
referred to the judici-
ary to be sentenced.

Ramadhan kits distributed

in Al Amerat and Saham

MUSCAT: Ramadhan bas-
kets have been distributed
by Al Yousef Group (AYG)
among families of social
security and those in the
low-income category in the
Wilayat of Al Amerat in
Muscat Governorate and
the Wilayat of Saham in
North Al Batinah
Governorate.

These donations, which
included food baskets with
basic necessities, were part
of the permanent social
responsibility and commu-
nity service programme of
AYG.

Faisal Mohamed al Yousef,
a member of the board of
directors of AYG, said that
the group was distributing

donations during the holy
month.

“We focus on strengthen-
ing families of social secu-

rity segments and those in
limited-income groups in a
number of wilayats of the
Sultanate,” he added.
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KAUSHALENDRA
SINGH

SALALAH: Even if the
hotels open and start
operations, they are not
going to be the same. The
hospitable hotel staff may
have to smile behind their
masks while dealing with
their customers, as sever-
al other new protocols
may be introduced by the
competent authorities.

The new normal, accor-
ding to a senior hotelier in
Muscat, could be seen in
most of the areas — from
the guest's arrival at the
airport, hotel reception,
handing over the room
keys to even setting of
dining tables in the
restaurants.

“The tools of
communication may be
different, as both the
guest and host would like
to play safe. Technology
may come handy for
communication like
e-mails and WhatsApp; QR
code and least use of
paper to avoid exchange
through hands directly.
Either we have to give
maximum care on

sanitising the room keys
or we may have to work
on keys that can open the
doors remotely with
minimum involvement of
surface touch,” he said
while thinking loudly
about the future
operations.

THE HOSPITABLE
HOTEL STAFF MAY
HAVE TO SMILE
BEHIND THEIR MASKS
WHILE DEALING WITH
THEIR CUSTOMERS,
AS SEVERAL OTHER
NEW PROTOCOLS
MAY BE INTRODUCED

The restaurant menus
may land directly on the
customer's mobile
through some app or the
other due to the fact that
at least for some time the
guests have to choose
their own meals from the
menu instead of going for
buffet.

“To ensure social
distancing we may have to

LN
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stop buffet for some time
and dining together will be
very limited affair with
proper distance between
tables and chairs. There
may not be more than two
people eating on one table.
This is going to be the new
normal.”

Thus this would be the
time both for the hoteliers
and the guests to plan
things in advance or the
guests may have to check
about their choice of food
at the time of booking the
hotel.

“In the current scenario
when the atmosphere is
charged with safety
measures, we may not
take risk with the buffet
dining due to chances of
infection by using same
serving spoon by too
many people.. Alacarte is
going to be the best suited
option for both,” he said.

Other changes may be
seen in the use of
swimming pool, common
spaces and a revamp on
the information
technology to empower
both the guests and the
host to live in a safe
environment.

www.omanhobserver.om
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HOTELS ARE NOT
GOING TO BE THE
SAME AGAIN

Star hotel
revenue
falls 6.3pc

MUSCAT: The total
revenue of Omani
hotels in the three-to-
five-star category fell
by 6.3 per cent to
R0O43.9 million till the
end of February 2020
compared to R0O46.9
million for the same
period of 2019.

Hotel occupancy
rates fell by 7.8 per
cent to reach 62.5 per
cent at the end of
February 2020
against 67.8 per cent
for the same period of
2019, according to the
latest monthly statis-
tics released by the
National Centre for
Statistics and
Information (NCSI).

Meanwhile, the total
number of guests in
Omani hotels rose by
0.8 per cent in the
2-month period of
2020.

Among the national-
ities, Europeans con-
stituted the maximum
number of visitors,
reaching 127,331. This
was followed by 84,379
Omani guests and
31,171 Asian tourists
till the end of February
2020, the data
released by NCSI
revealed.

There was a rise in
the number  of
American, Oceanian,
and GCC guests by 5
per cent, 10.2 per cent
and 12 per cent,
respectively until the
end of February 2020
compared to the same
period of 2019.

However, there was
a drop in the number
of European, African
and other Arab guests
by 7 per cent, 0.4 per
cent and 5.6 per cent,
respectively.

Omani hotels
received 1.77 million
guests and the hotels
generated a total rev-
enue of RO229.5 mil-
lionin 2019. — ONA
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Shaikh Ahmed bin Hamad al Khalili
His eminence grand mufti of Oman

Does having a tooth
pulled invalidate fasting?

No, it does not if he did not swallow
the blood. Allah knows best.

Answer
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LZAKAT

Lakshmi Kothaneth

he last week of
Ramadhan sees
everyone getting ready
to perform one of the
important pillars of
[slam - Zakat.

Understanding the principles of
fasting and the completion of
fasting with Zakat provides an
insight on the reasons for these
two acts and that is to bring in an
understanding between the haves
and have nots.

Through fasting one understands
hunger and through Zzakat one
learns to care about the needy in
the society. But there is more.

Hatim al Abdulsalam, member of
the Islamic Information Centre of
Oman explained that there are
two types of Zakat that has to be
performed - one is for the
purification of one's wealth and
the other is to purify the body.

“Let us clarify the terminologies
as when it comes to Zakat there
are two types one is Zakat al Maal
-that is the Zakat on wealth and
Zakat al Abdan, which is Zakat on
purifying our bodies. Now Zakat al
Maal can be paid any time of the
year, which is 2.5 per cent of your
annual savings while Zakat al
Abdan is only paid in Ramadhan
on the last day before the prayers
wherericeis given out to the needy.
It can be rice or wheat depending
on the country and the staple diet
there. This type of Zakat is not
paid as money but it is paid out as
food. Normally there are Zakat

committees in each area where
theytakethe collectionfrompeople
and bulk amount of rice is
purchased and distributed to the
needy families,” Al Abdulsalam
explained.

According to him this year the
rate of rice to perform Zakat for
each individual is RO 1.5.

‘For example the head of the
family including each member of
the family he is responsible for is
added to the Zakat. He has to
contribute RO 1.5 on behalf of each
member of the family,” he added.

‘First of all it is abiding by the
wish of the Almighty and it is also
the purification of our body. We
have fasted for 30 days and this is
a way of purifying ourselves after
the long dedication of worship. The
third reason is for the joy of the
day (Eid) so nobody should go
hungry on that day,” he noted.

‘Can you imagine if there is the
needy and the poor who have to see
everyone enjoying Eid and the
feasting while they do not have
anything to feed their children?
Islam is a complete way of life and it
teaches that even in terms of joy and
happiness it has to be in a group and
notjust atindividual level. SoIcannot
be happy and enjoy the feast while
my neighbor who is needy cannot
get something to celebrate. They do
not just recieve Zakat al Abdan most
people in Oman pay Zakat of their
wealth during Ramadhan as well"
said Al Abdulsalam.

What is also important is knowing
who is the member of the society
who requires a helping hand.
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A medical worker takes a swab sample from a man to test for the coronavirus in Wuhan, in China's
central Hubei province on Tuesday. Authorities in the pandemic ground zero city of Wuhan have ordered
mass COVID-19 testing for all 11 million residents after a new cluster of cases emerged. — AFP

WHO members
agree on COVID-19

strategy as Trump

threatens UN agency

GENEVA: Any future vaccine and
medication for the novel coronavi-
rus must be made available cheaply
to the world “as a global priority”,
World Health Organization members
(WHO) agreed on Tuesday in a meet-
ing that was overshadowed by US
threats to leave the agency.

In an annual meeting that was held
online, WHO member countries
adopted a resolution that “calls for
the universal, timely and equitable
access to and fair distribution” of
medical products to fight the coro-
navirus disease COVID-19.

The WHO members also called on
the pharmaceutical industry and
others involved in research and
development to share and pool their
patents.

Hours before the resolution was
passed, US President Donald Trump
threatened to permanently pull fund-
ing from the WHO, and to consider a
US exit from the UN health agency if
it does not commit to “major sub-
stantive improvements” within 30
days.

In a four-page letter to WHO
Director-General Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus, Trump set out what he

WASHINGTON PROVIDES
BETWEEN $400 MILLION
AND 500 MILLION A YEAR
TO THE WHO BUDGET OF
NEARLY $3 BILLION

called “repeated missteps” by the
organisation.

Trump claimed that the WHO
shares responsibility for the large
number of deaths in the COVID-19
crisis. He charged that mismanage-
ment on the part of the WHO and
reliance on information from China
had dramatically worsened the epi-
demic and spread it globally.

Washington provides between S400
million and 500 million a year to the
WHO budget of nearly S3 billion.

Leading medicaljournal The Lancet
rejected Trump's assertion that the
WHO had ignored its reports from
late 2019.

“This statement is factually incor-
rect”, the Lancet said in a message,
noting that its first reports were pub-
lished on January 24. — dpa

Cash for farmers
to give up
wildlife trade

BELJING: Farmers in China
are being offered cash to
quit breeding exotic ani-
mals as pressure grows to
crack down on the illegal
wildlife trade that has been
blamed for the coronavirus
outbreak.

Authorities have for the
first time pledged to buy
out breeders in an attempt
to curb the practice, animal
rights activists say.

China has in recent
months banned the sale of
wild animals for food, citing
the risk of diseases spread-
ing to humans, but the trade
remains legal for other pur-
poses — including research
and traditional medicine.

The deadly coronavirus —
first reported in the central
Chinese city of Wuhan — is
widely believed to have
passed from bats to people
before spreading world-
wide. — AFP

Evacuation
as cylone
nears India

NEW DELHI: Indian author-
ities evacuated hundreds
of thousandsof people on
Tuesday as a powerful
cyclone over the Bay of
Bengal moved towards the
country's eastern coast.

Cyclone Amphan is fore-
cast to make landfall
between West Bengal and
Bangladesh on Wednesday
afternoon.

Meteorologists are warn-
ing of large-scale damage
from strong winds, tidal
waves, heavy rains and
flooding, including in the
densely populated city of
Kolkata.

On landfall, the “very
severe” cyclone could reach
speeds of betweenl55 and
160 kilometres per hour
(km/h) with gusts of up to 185
km/h, according to Indian
Meteorological Department
(IMD) head Mrutyunjay
Mohapatra. — dpa
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Together

physician in
the US treat-
ing COVID-19

eveloped
sleeplessness not
because she was a wit-
ness to so many people
succumbing to the
virus.

Perhaps, the trauma
of the bereaved fami-
lies could have led her
to into insomnia. Also,
it could have been
fuelled by worries
about own safety. Or
maybe it was the pos-
sibility of the thoughts
that she could bring
the virus home to her
children, aged 8 and 9.
She was reportedly
taking medication that
could suppress her
immune system,
putting her at higher
risk from the coronavi-
rus.

With no letup in the
coronavirus pandemic,
it is not surprising that
peopleespeciallyhealth
care workers like this
US doctor are fatigued,
anxious and stressed.

Adapting to lifestyle
changes like working
from home, home-
schooling of children,
and lack of physical
contact with other fam-
ily members, friends
and colleagues coupled
with the fear of con-
tracting the virus and
worry about people
close to us who are
particularly vulnera-
ble, are challenging for
all of us.

we survive

samkuttyobserver@gmail.com
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We are struggling
with loss of the joy of
gatherings, hugs, hand-
shakes, and eating
together.

Adding to the worries
are the likely unem-
ployment and financial
crunch. Measures like
stay at home and quar-
antine and its effects
on usual activities, rou-
tines or livelihoods are
expected to take a toll
on the mental health.

As the World Health
Organisation suggests,
“Fear is a normal reac-
tion in situations of
uncertainty. But some-
times fear is expressed
in ways which are hurt-
ful to other people”.

So do not forget to
remember to be kind to
others. Don't ill-treat
doctors, nurses and
other medical staff as
they deserve our
respect and gratitude.
Recovered coronavi-
rus patients also need
your support and love.

If your movements
are restricted, keep in
regular contact with
people close to you by
telephone and online
channels.

We are all in the midst
of various problems,
but we need to let that
sink in. We must sup-
port each other. The
only way to get out of
this labyrinth is extend-
ing support to others.
We all must be willing
to brave through this
pandemic together!
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A woman with face mask cycles in the afternoon sunshine in Hyde Park, London,
on Tuesday following the relaxing of lockdown restrictions imposed due to the

COVID-19 pandemic. — AFP

Coronavirus pushes
science centre stage

STEPHANE ORJOLLET

ydroxychloro-

the normal back-and-forth of
the scientific process can breed
confusion, they say.

This is only amplified by a

quine, double- 5,1 0 ey cycle and social

blind studies,  popyorks theyadd The number

convalescent e gn dies about the new coro-

plasma, — herd  ,juig and the disease it caus-

s immunity — the es has skyrocketed

coronavirus  pan- into the thousands,

demic has thrust the with hundreds more

language of science  Experts worry that  in the pipeline at any
into public view as 4 deluge of often given time.

never before. contradictory This is as it should

Having escaped the
confines of the labo-
ratory, these and
other once-obscure
terms are fast

findings — Does be,
this or that drug
work? Are masks
effective? — results

said  Serge
Horbach, an expert
on academic pub-
lishing at Radboud

e ring a5t “mamsdafe  Umversiy i oh
household parlance. for-all that can author of a new study
But familiarity with damage the about the explosion
the terminology does credibility of in research sparked

not necessarily lead
to a better under-
standing, especially
when there is an ava-
lanche of new findings, experts
caution.

When researchers disagree
or change their mind on the
efficacy of a treatment or policy,

science itself.

by the coronavirus
pandemic.

Publishers have
also made relevant
studies freely available, and
suspended the usual practice of
releasing them under embargo
which delays access even fur-
ther. — AFP

Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed in this page are solely those of the authors and do not reflect the opinion of the Observer.
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A taste of

KABEER YOUSUF

ust as the holy month
of Ramadhan advo-
cates upholding rela-
tions and cementing
human bonds with each
other, Indonesia, the world's
largest Muslim-populated
country celebrates the
month with a lot of piety, bon-
homie and of course, some
exclusive Ramadhan dishes.
This year, although coro-
navirus has stolen the gath-
erings and people are
deprived of the festive events
like they normally would,
Indonesians are making the
most of their iftars within the
four walls of their homes in
the company of their imme-
diate family members.
“Usually Indonesians hold
iftar gathering with their
peers which can happen
almost every day with differ-
ent groups. However, we are
celebrating the holy month

with our immediate family

members, probably the first
of its kind as I can remem-
ber”, says Pilar Ayu, an
Indonesian official who was
stranded back home during
her holidays.

The opening of fast at sun-
set in Indonesia is called
“Buka Puasa’ or Iftar. Usually,
people first take a hot or cold

Indonesian
Iftar

drink and eat sweet snacks
to allow the tummy to slowly
get adjusted to food again
after abstinence of overlong
13 hours, and take sweet
drinks to supply energy.

“In Muscat, we also hold
such iftar event every year
to uphold the tradition, fol-
lowed by prayers and net-
working. But we don't do
any of those this year due
to the social distancing
instruction.”

Obviously no gathering at
all this year. Especially out-
side the house because all
restaurants in Indonesia
only cater for takeout orders
or even closed. So people
only do iftar at home with
their family alone.

For iftar, no specific dishes
are important and it can be
anything and is not limited to
a particular dish alone.

Although for the takjil (fast-
breaking snacks), people
tendtoeattraditional snacks,
like fritters (banana, tofu,
tempeh), serabi (rice cakes
taken with palm sugar syrup
and coconut milk), and the
like depending on each fam-
ily's tradition and what's
currently trending.

Kolak (chunks of banana
and sweet potato, boiled with
coconut milk and palm sugar
and pandan leaves) served
warm or cold is another
inevitable  dish  from
Indonesian iftars.

Literally translated as ‘fruit soup’, Sop Buah is a des-
sert consisting of tropical fruits in a bowl of condensed
milk and its taste is a unique combination of the fresh-
ness, the sweetness, and the natural sourness of fruits.

This dessert is sold in almost every street of Indonesia,
especially in big cities or warmer regions. Sop Buah is
traditionally eaten to break the fast during the holy
month of Ramadhan, but you can make it at home and
have it anytime you want because the ingredients are
easily available at your nearest store. Plus, it's so versa-
tile that you can make your own variations.

FRUIT INGREDIENTS (you can adjust with any fruits):
Avocado, as desired

Watermelon, diced

Strawberry, cut it into 4

Pineapple, cut into small triangles

Melons, make a circle like a marble

Longan, remove the seeds

Papaya, diced

Mango, diced

Grape, halve

SOUP INGREDIENTS:

1 glass of boiled water

5 tablespoons of coco pandan syrup

1 sachet of white sweetened condensed milk
Shaved ice

HOW TO MAKE:

Put all the fruit ingredients in a medium-sized bowl. Blend
a glass of boiled water with condensed milk; then stir well
and pour it into the bowl of fruits. Add some shaved ice
and pour the coco pandan syrup over it. Sop Buah is
ready to be served.
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LONDON: LONDONERS
LOCKED out of galleries
can find an alternative art
fix on a wall under some
railway arches after street
artist Lionel Stanhope
painted a Caravaggio clas-
sic, updated for the corona-
virus age.

The Italian baroque master’s
“Supper at Emmaus” is usually
available to view at the National
Gallery in London, but with that
shut, Stanhope's giant interpre-
tation is now on show in
Ladywell, southeast London.

Lockdown has given the art-
ist the time and the quieter
streets to replicate a painting
he said he has always admired
and wanted to do on a large
scale.

‘T thought [ wanted some-
thing that was going to take me
some time, you know, quite a
long time to do, just to get
through the days of not doing
anything else, so that's why I
took it on,” Stanhope told
Reuters.

The artist is best known for
his giant green and gold place-
name murals near railway sta-
tions, a trend which in recent
years has fostered local pride
and provided a backdrop for
outdoor food markets.

But since the virus shut
down normal life in March, the
52-year-old artist has been

Locked out of
Londoners fin
Caravaggio street art

unable to carry on with his
commissions, and has instead
turned his attention to the
pandemic.

Caravaggio's 1601 painting
depicts a resurrected Jesus
appearing to two of his disci-
ples at a table spread with a
meal. In Stanhope's spray-
painted version, Jesus is wear-
ing surgical gloves.

“Christ is wearing a pair of
blue gloves, just to make it rele-
vant for today of what we're all
going through,” Stanhope said.

He also recently completed a
mural tribute to healthcare
workers under a bridge near
London's busiest rail station,
Waterloo, and close to St
Thomas's hospital, where
Prime Minister Boris Johnson
was treated for COVID-19.

Stanhope asked Network
Rail, owner of the bridge, if they
had a wall he could use to say
thank you to the National
Health Service. In the mural,
the NHS acronym is given the
superman treatment and seen
bursting from a blue chest in
red and yellow.

“There's a lot of street art-
ists doing a lot of NHS work at
the moment which is really
nice to see,” Stanhope said by
phone, adding that the pan-
demic was giving more mean-
ing to street art.

‘I think a lot more street art-
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galleries,

ists that I know of, who would
normally paint their own kind
of work, are just putting a twist
on it to make it relevant, and to
maybe thank the NHS or key
workers, or message about the
coronavirus,” he said.

His Caravaggio is hidden
away in a cul de sac but he said
people were heading down on
their daily lockdown exercise
to have a look, and he had
enjoyed the positive response
on social media.

But now, after using up all
his spare paint, he is keen
to get back to real life.

‘I need some paid
work now ... I'm hop-
ing that on Sunday
when we hear
about the gov-
ernment’s pro-
posals that I
might be able to
start doing
some other
work,” he said.

The govern-
ment will
review the
lockdown this
week and the
Prime Minister
is expected to
set out a road-
map for easing
restrictions on
Sunday.—
Reuters
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LIQUIDITY
CRUNCH HITS

FISCAL
CONSTRAINTS:

POWER, WATER | =
FIRMS IN OMAN |

CONRAD PRABHU

MUSCAT: Publicly traded power and
water companies in the Sultanate
say they are weighing the implica-
tions of a decision by Oman Power
and Water Procurement Company
(OPWP) - the monopoly state-run
offtaker of electricity and related
water output - to temporarily curtail
payments in light of the constrained
fiscal environment.

Three listed power producers -
SMN Power (which owns and oper-
ates the Barka and Rusayl utilities),
Al Suwadi Power, and Al Batinah
Power - said in separate filings to the
Capital Market Authority (CMA) on
Tuesday that OPWP - part of Nama
Group (formerly The Electricity
Holding Company) - will begin a “hold
back” of the Power Capacity
Investment Charge payable to utili-
ties under their respective Power
Purchase Agreements.

SMN Power, which also operates a
co-located water desalination plant,
has been notified that the ‘hold back’
includes a Water Capacity
Investment Charge as well.

Industry experts contacted by the
Observer stressed that OPWP's
action will have no impact on the
continuing operation of power and
water projects in the short term, not-
ing that the move is designed to ena-
ble the state-run offtaker to manage
current liquidity challenges attribut-
able to recent budgetary pressures.

[t comes against a slew of meas-
ures announced by the Ministry of
Finance aimed at reducing budget-
ary spending by ministries and gov-
ernment enterprises, which includes
OPWP, by at least 10 per cent during
2020.

That follows a dramatic decline in

. international oil prices, a sizable cut
. in oil exports, and a general down-

¢ turn in the economy - developments
. that have impacted state revenues.

Announcing the move by OPWP,

: SMN Power's Chief Financial Officer
. stated in the filing
: Water Company SAOC (OPWP) noti-

. fied the affiliates of SMN Power (SMN
: Barka Power Company SAOC and Al

. Rusail Power Company SAQOC) in its

. letters dated May 17, 2020 that start-
. ing from April 2020 invoices, it will

: hold back the Power Capacity

. Investment Charge and Water

. Capacity Investment Charge, over

: and above holding back of the fuel

. charge payment.

- “Oman Power and

OPWP has committed, as far as the

. liquidity situation allows, to pay at

. least the Power Capacity Fixed

. Operation and Maintenance Charge,
. Electricity Energy Charge, Water

. Capacity Fixed Operation and

: Maintenance Charge, and Water

: Output Charge under the Power and

. Water Purchase Agreement.”

According to a power industry

. executive, the “hold back” will not

. result in significant cash-flow prob-

. lems for the affected power and

: water companies - at least not in the
. short term. This is because of

: OPWP's commitment to continuing

. payments that cover, among other

. things, operating costs, plant mainte-
. nance, and staff salaries.

However, should the “hold back” of

. the Fixed Investment Charge - which
. typically includes the capital cost,

. return on capital, loan instalment,

. return on loan, and interests thereof
: - continue for an indefinite period,

. then the likelihood of a default in

: debt payments arises, the executive

: noted. It is understood that Oman's

. power and water companies were

given a heads-up by authorities of

. the "hold back” move in light of budg-
. etary pressures and the govern-

. ment's increasing challenging fiscal
© situation.
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MUSCAT: Unaudited quarterly
statements of insurance sector
companies for Q1 2020 show that
as many as 23,800 traffic acci-
dents were recorded during the
quarter. It included 4,100 ‘major”
accidents and about 19,700
‘minor’ accidents, the Capital
Market Authority (CMA) said.

Claims for minor accidents
grew by 9 per cent during the
quarter to more than 20,400
minor accidents, while claims
against major accidents were up
11 per cent to 4,224 incidents.

The number of traffic accidents
claims resulting in damage in
addition to treatment expenses
for bodily injuries climbed 12 per
cent in the first quarter com-
paredtothe corresponding quar-
ter of 2019. Claims for deaths
increased 6 per cent to 145 traf-
fic accidents.

Compensation paid out by
insurance companies for finan-
cialdamage resulting from minor
traffic mishaps declined 26 per
cent to RO 4.7 million during the
quarter.

However, payment towards
major traffic accident claims
rose more than 300 per cent to
RO 2.45 million.

Claims involving major acci-
dents which recorded both finan-
cial damage and treatment
expenses increased 6 per cent to
RO 1.3 million. Blood money pay-
ments (diya) fell 19 per cent to RO
285,000.
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Oman-owned chemicals
giant eyes new capacity
growth in 2021

CONRAD PRABHU

MUSCAT: Wholly Omani
owned 0OQ Chemicals
(formerly Oxea) - a glo-
bal manufacturer of oxo
intermediates and o0xo
derivatives - says it
plans to boost its output
of carboxylic acids,
which are a key ingredi-
ent in the international
animal feeds industry
as well in the manufac-
ture of synthetic lubri-
cants.

Germamny -
headquartered 0Q
Chemicals - which is
wholly owned by 0Q
(until recently Oman Oil
and Orpic Group) - the
refining and petrochem-
icals powerhouse of the
Sultanate -  also
announced moves to
ramp up its production
of other key intermedi-
ate chemical products.

The announcements
came as the erstwhile
Oxea formally rebrand-
ed as ‘0Q Chemicals' as
part of its integration
into OQ - the Sultanate’s
consolidated energy
conglomerate.

The integration with
0Q will open up new syn-
ergies for international

clients of the newly
rebranded 0Q
Chemicals, said Dr Oliver
Borgmeier, who over-
sees Downstream
International Assets at
Muscat-headquartered
0Q.

NEW

OPPORTUNITIES:
INTEGRATION WITH
OQ WILL OPEN UP
NEW SYNERGIES FOR
INTERNATIONAL
CLIENTS OF NEWLY
REBRANDED OQ
CHEMICALS'

‘Long-term, our cus-
tomers will benefit from
synergies at 0Q: We will
continue to invest in
innovation. In 2021, we
aim to add 30 per cent
to our company's total
production capacity for
carboxylic acids with a
sixth world-scale pro-
duction plant.

For the same year, we
plan to bring on-stream
additional production
capacity for TCD Alcohol
that will cover the antic-
ipated global demand
for years to come,” he
added.

Oxea, which became
part of OQ's predeces-
sor Oman QOil Company
(00C) in 2013, is a global
producer of oxo inter-
mediates and oxo deriv-
atives, such as alcohols,
polyols, carboxylic acids,
specialty esters, and
amines.

These products are
used for the production
of high-quality coatings,
lubricants, cosmetics
and pharmaceutical
products, flavours and
fragrances, printing
inks and plastics.

0OQ Chemicals, with
plants in the United
States, Germany, China
and the Netherlands,
produces more than 70
different types of oxo
intermediates and
derivatives currently
totaling over 1.3 million
tonnes per annum and
generating revenues of
around about €1.2 billion

annually.
Early last year, 0Q
Chemicals  affirmed

plans to bolster capacity
at its five existing car-
boxylic acid production
units during 2020 in
preparation for the goal
of bringing a sixth world-
scale production plant
on stream in 2021
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OMANTEL SCALES UP
ONLINE SERVICES

MUSCAT: Omantelis build-
ing up on its primary role
to ensure the people and
the businesses remain
connected to each other
even more during these
critical times. The compa-
ny has put its shoulders to
the wheel in order to
ensure seamless connec-
tivity even as COVID-19
weighs on industries glo-
bally.

‘At Omantel, we under-
stand the absolute need to
serve customers and part-
nersremotely and to deliv-
er services at their door-
step during these excep-
tional circumstances. We
also believe that COVID-19
has been a real test to
Omantel's core values, and
by working hand in hand
with our customers and
partners and utilising our
resources, the company
has been able to deliver a
number of essential serv-
ices remotely, either
through its online chan-
nels or to the customer’s
doorstep.

Moreover, the exception-
al circumstances have
been a good opportunity to
assess Omantel's agility
and solidify its position as
a customer-centric com-
pany that can adapt to the

market dynamics,” said
the telecom services firm
in a statement.
This approach toward
service delivery during
COVID-19 has enabled
Omantel's customers to
receive New Bagati Post-
paid SIM, Home Internet
Services, New Hayyak and
SIM Replacement among
other essential services at
their doorstep.
Additionally, Omantel
has recently launched its
official WhatsApp account
that is fully integrated with
its digital assistant “Noor”,
an artificial intelligence
that caters for various
customers' requests.
Likewise, Omantel has

fully integrated its servic-
es to deliver a seamless
end to end digital experi-
ence for the enterprise
customers, and it is look-
ing at multiple smart solu-
tions to help organisations
digitize and optimize their
operations. Significantly,
Omantel extends “Webex"
service free of charge for
three months in coopera-
tion with Cisco, “Teams”
Free trial for six months
along with its partnership
with Microsoft as well as a
four months free trial of
IGTIMAATI, an Omani star-
tup with an in country
hosted collaboration and
conferencing platform.
The various solutions

are catered to address
various needs of various
applications and sectors.
All of these offerings along
with many others like
audio conference, mobile
IVR, Contact Center as
services (CCaS) were
deployed and extended to
enable the public and pri-
vate organisations to work
seamlessly from home
and build on their opera-
tional excellence.

Omantel has supported
multiple public organisa-
tions in enabling their
e-services,and hasrecent-
ly helped the Ministry of
Health in developing their
artificial intelligence chat-
bot.

B.h-nl
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SOHAR PORT SIGNS PACT

MUSCAT: Despite the cur-
rent unprecedented situa-
tion due to the novel coro-
navirus (COVID-19) out-
break, the management
team at Sohar Port and
Freezone affirms that
business continues to
operate as usual, while
implementing the highest

TO ESTABLISH SERO

SOMNIR

PORT/FREEZONE

Unity Fire & Safety

From his side, Kevan
Whitehead, @ Managing
Director of Unity Fire and
Safety Services LLC stated,
“‘As a local Omani company,
Unity Fire & Safety Services
LLC is extremely proud
and delighted to have been
chosen to be a part of the
management of the Sohar

preventive measures at
Sohar facilities in line with
directives of the Supreme
Committee.

Sohar entered into an
agreement with Unity Fire
& Safety Services LLC, an
Omani company, for the
management of the Sohar
Emergency  Response
Organisation (SERO).

The signing took place on
Tuesday between Mark
Geilenkirchen CEO of
Sohar Port, representing
Sohar and Kevan
Whitehead, @ Managing
Director of Unity Fire and
Safety Services LLC.

MUSCAT: Oman Arab Bank (OAB)

Commenting on the new
partnership, Mark
Geilenkirchen, CEO of
Sohar Port said, “At Sohar,
we believe that ensuring
high standards of safety,
which also includes the
presence of a well-pre-
pared Emergency
Response is vital for our
business continuity.

The agreement will help
to minimise the financial,
reputational, environmen-
tal and human safety
impacts of any incidents
that might occur. We have
identified the need to

segments of society.”

strengthen the Emergency
Response system and align
it better with the area risk
profile.

Therefore, for several
years we have been pre-
paring the establishment
of a specialised Sohar
Emergency  Response
Organisation (SERO), which
will become the collective
first responder for all inci-
dents within the Port area,
while simultaneously work-
ing in a formal, well-trained
Mutual-Aid system with OQ
and PACDA in the case of
very large incidents.”

Emergency Response
Organisation.

We believe through vari-
ous developments Sohar
will become the best prac-
tice model for all Sea Ports
within Oman.

We envision that SERO
will be responsible for the
creation of local employ-
ment opportunities with a
target of around 90 per
cent Omanisation, further-
more creating a cost-effec-
tive and efficient emergen-
Cy response organisation
for all the tenants and cus-
tomers at Sohar Port and
Freezone.”

has announced the appointment of

Sulaiman bin Hamad al Harthy (pic-
tured) as the Deputy Chief Executive
Officer - Chief Business Officer, as of

Commenting on his appointment,
Sulaiman al Harthy said, “I believe
that this is truly an important step in
my career in the banking sector,

May 17, 2020.
Commenting on the appointment,
Rashad al Musafir, the CEO of OAB,

said, “Sulaiman al Harthy has exten-

sive experience in the banking
industry in general, and Sharia-
compliant banking in particular,

holding several senior positions over

the past three decades. This has
provided him with insight and thor-
ough knowledge about market
needs, competition and marketing
mechanisms.

[ am confident that upon taking up

his new role and joining the Oman

Arab Bank family, he will be a valua-
ble addition to our efforts in enhanc-

ing the Bank's market share and
enriching our reach to the broader

which comprises of more than three
decades now. Joining Oman Arab
Bank during the current phase is a
challenge that I am fully prepared
for.

The Bank has a clear strategic
vision for the future, with specific
goals in place that it will strive to
achieve during the upcoming period.
[ am delighted to be a part of this
wonderful team that will work tire-
lessly to achieve these great ambi-
tions and look forward to the future
with optimism.

I look forward to working with the
team, I look forward to working with
the team towards taking the Bank to
the forefront of the banking indus-
try.”

Sulaiman al Harthy has over 32
years of experience, and held sever-
al leadership positions at major local
banks and financial institutions.

Most recently, he was the Group
Chief Personal Banking Officer at
Bank Muscat and had been appoint-
ed as Deputy Chief Executive Officer
of Meethaq Islamic Banking,

Al Harthy is a graduate of Oman
Institute of Bankers, as well as a
graduate from the Executive
Management Programme at
Harvard Business School.

He also holds an MBA in Finance
from Leicester University, UK.
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cuts, improved

demand

A 3D printed oil pump jack is seen in front of displayed Opec logo in this illustration

picture. — Reuters

LONDON: Qil prices rose slightly
on Tuesday amid signs that
producers are cutting output as
promised just as demand picks
up, stoked by more countries
easing out of curbs imposed to
counter the coronavirus
pandemic.

Benchmark Brent crude
climbed 7 cents, or 0.2 per cent, to
$34.88 a barrel by 0907 GMT,
after earlier touching its highest
since April 9.

US West Texas Intermediate
crude was up 70 cents, or 2.2 per
cent, at S32.52 a barrel.

“The market sees both forces
aligning: the cuts Opec+ promised
are materialising and other non-
member production shut-downs
are also really helping to limit the
oversupply,” said Paola Rodriguez
Masiu, senior oil markets analyst
at Rystad Energy.

“Meanwhile, lockdown measures
are removed globally and the
economy needs fuel to restart.”

The June WTI contract expires
on Tuesday, but there was little
sign of a repeat of the historic
plunge below zero seen last
month ago on the eve of the May
contract’s expiry amid signs of

rising demand for crude and
fuels.

The July WTI contract was up 12
cents per barrel at S3L.77.

The market was boosted earlier
by signs that output cuts agreed
by the Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries
(Opec) and others including
Russia, a group known as Opec+,
are being implemented.

Opec+ cut its oil exports sharply
in the first half of May, companies
that track shipments said,
suggesting a strong start in
complying with their latest pact to
curb output.

US production is also falling,
with crude output from seven
major shale formations expected
to fall to 7.822 million barrels per
day in June, the lowest since
August 2018, according to the US
Energy Information
Administration.

A recovery in fuel demand in
India also gathered momentum in
the first half of May. Still, global
demand recovery is expected to
be slow as some restrictions
remain and there is a significant
risk of repeat outbreaks and
lockdowns. — Reuters
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Oil gains on
signs of output
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People work in the client experience space at
the Nasdag Market site in New York. — Reuters

NASDAQ TO
TIGHTEN
LISTING
RULES,
RESTRICTING
CHINESE IPOS

NEW YORK: Nasdaq Incis set to unveil
new restrictions on initial public offer-
ings (IPOs), a move that will make it
harder for some Chinese companies
to debut on its stock exchange, people
familiar with the matter said.

While Nasdaqg will not cite Chinese
companies specifically in the chang-
es, the move is being driven largely by
concerns about some of the Chinese
I[PO hopefuls’ lack of accounting
transparency and close ties to pow-
erful insiders, the sources said.

At a time of escalating tensions
between the United States and China
over trade, technology and the spread
of the novel coronavirus, Nasdaqg's
new curbs on Chinese IPOs represent
the latest flashpoint in the financial
relationship between the world's two
largest economies.

Nasdaq also unveiled some restric-
tions on listings last year, seeking to
curb IPOs by small Chinese compa-
nies. Their shares often trade thinly
because most stay in the hands of a
few insiders. Their low liquidity makes
them unattractive to many large insti-
tutional investors, to whom Nasdaq is
seeking to cater to.

The new tightening of the listing
standards reflects the bourse opera-
tor's concerns about some Chinese
companies seeking US IPOs.

Last month, Luckin Coffee, which
had a USIPOinearly 2019, announced
that an internal investigation had
shown its chief operating officer and
other employees fabricated sales
deals. — Reuters
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I SPORTS
AHMED SHAPES UP

AL NASR FUTURE
PADDLERS
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ADIL AL BALUSHI

MUSCAT: Egyptian table tennis
coach Ahmed Mahmoud said TT
game in the Sultanate is moving in
the right direction with a clear vision
by Oman Table Tennis Committee
(OTTC). The head coach of Al Nasr
club told Oman Daily Observer that
the Sultanate has many potential
paddlers who can perform very well
at top regional and international
table tennis events in the coming few
years.

“Hosting high class events of table
tennis in Muscat with presence of
the top seeding paddlers will defi-
nitely add a technical value to the
domestic players. Many of the nation-
al team players had very tough and
challenging matches with ranking
paddlers from different countries. I
believe having more of these kind
matches will gain the required expe-
rience for local players and this will
support them to shine in the near
future”, he added.

The former SCP Sporting club
player for four seasons, pointed out
that Al Nasr are working on a future
plan to assist the vision of OTTC by
providing talented players to the
national team. “We are working

closely with the OTTC in their cur-
rent project at junior centres. The
OTTC supported us in providing with
all the necessary tools including the
tables, rackets, balls, the ground
floors etc. Besides, head coach of the
national team, Mohammed Atoum,
attended some of the monthly camps
and competitions among the junior
centres from different parts of the
Sultanate.

Allthementionedfactorssupported
us to ease our assignment in pre-
paring the future paddlers for the
national team”, he said.

The former player of Al Ahli (Egypt)
team appreciated the coopera-
tion of the player's
parents. “A dedicat- . i
ed thanks to the ¥ _ - 6
paddler's families
for their support \\
with us to allocate some  time
for practising table tennis sport. This
helped us as the team managed to
win the top place at the Dhofar
Governorate level as well as we had
claimed the fifth position in the
national championship for the
first time. Now, my aim and
focus is to claim the podium in
the next edition of the top domes-
tic competition”,
coach added.
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Real, Bayern
and Inter
to launch
European

Solidarity Cup

MADRID: Real Madrid, Bayern
Munich and Inter Milan will stage a
new competition called the
‘European Solidarity Cup' in 2021
to raise money for medical facili-
ties in Italy and Spain.

The three clubs will play each
other in a round-robin group, with
Inter against Bayern held in Milan,
Real facing Inter in Madrid and
Bayern hosting Real in Munich.

Proceeds from the fixtures will
be donated to medical facilities in
Italy and Spain, two of the world's
worst-hit countries by the corona-
virus pandemic. The aimis “to send
out a message of solidarity and
fraternity to the people of Europe”,
said a statement from Real Madrid.

Dates for the tournament have
not been decided. The timing will
“depend on the match calendar
and when football can be played in
front of fans again”, the clubs said.

Bayern will invite 5000 nurses,
carers and doctors to the Allianz
Arena for their match against Real
Madrid.

“Nurses, carers and doctors in
particular are doing an outstand-
ing job for society at the moment”,
said Bayern Chairman Karl-Heinz
Rummenigge. “We, the three clubs,
want to show these heroes our
appreciation, respect and grati-
tude”.

“The great commitment of all
healthcare workers has been
essential to allow us to look to the
future”, said Inter President Steven
Zhang.

“With this initiative we want to
thank them and celebrate their
work and at the same time send a
message of unity and solidarity

between nations”. — AFP
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TURIN, ITALY: Cristiano
Ronaldo returned to training
with Juventus in Turin on
Tuesday after an absence of
over two months because of
the coronavirus pandemic.

The 35-year-old arrived at
the Juventus Training
Centre in a Jeep with tinted
windows around 09:20 (0720
GMT), leaving three hours
laterwithasmileand thumbs
up for waiting photogra-
phers.

Ronaldo underwent medi-
cal and physical tests before
joining up with his team-
mates for the first time in 72
days for individual training,
according to media reports.

RONALDO BAC

THE ITALIAN
FOOTBALL FEDERATION

ANNOUNCED THAT ALLITS
COMPETITIONS,

INCLUDING SERIE A, WILL

REMAIN SUSPENDED

UNTIL JUNE 14
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TO JUVENTU

Coach Maurizio Sarri has
been conducting training in
small groups since Monday,
pending the final health pro-
tocol to be agreed with the
Italian government.
Juventus players got back
to individual training on May
4, the day Ronaldo returned
to Italy after spending lock-
down in his native Portugal.
For the past two weeks, he
has been in quarantine in
his villa in Turin.
RonaldoplayedinJuventus’
last Serie A game before the
season was suspended, a
2-0 win over Inter Milan
behind closed doors at the
Allianz Stadium on March 8.

The five-time Ballon d'Or
winner is the first Juventus
foreign player, among those
who left Italy during the lock-
down, toreturnto the team’s
Continassa training centre.

Italy has been one of the
countries hardest hit by the
COVID-19 pandemic with
more than 32,000 deaths.

League leaders Juventus
are leading Lazio by one
point as they target a ninth
consecutive ‘Scudetto’.

The TItalian  Football
Federation (FIGC) announced
on Monday that all its com-
petitions, including Serie A,
will remain suspended until
June 14. — AFP
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Agut eyesﬁelusive
ATP Finals spot

MUMBAL Qualifying for the
season-ending men's ATP
Finals, which features the
world's top eight singles
players and doubles teams, is
one of the goals for Roberto
Bautista Agut before he
retires, the Spaniard has said.
The 32-year-old came close
to ticking that off his wish list
when he rose to a career-
high world ranking of ninth
last year and served as a
reserve player for the 2019
edition of the event in London.
‘It is one of the goals I would

like to achieve before
retiring” Bautista Agut told
ATPTour.com.

'T know how difficult it is, I
know that I have been very
close some seasons. It's not
something I'm obsessed
about, but it remains a goal I'd
like to achieve some day.”

Bautista Agut was ranked
12th when the tennis season
was suspended in early
March due to the COVID-19
pandemic.

The tennis shutdown will
continue at least until the end

of July and the fate of the
50th edition of the ATP Finals,
scheduled for November
15-22 in London, is expected
to be decided later:

The Spaniard made a
strong start to the season by
winning all six of his singles
matches for Spain in the ATP
Cup before reaching the third
round of the Australian Open,
where he fell to Croatia’s
Marin Cilic after a gruelling
five-setter.

In November, Bautista Agut,
who has 11 career wins

against top 10 opponents,
returned to Spain's Davis Cup
squad a day after his father's
funeral and delivered an
emotional win over Canada’s
Felix Auger-Aliassime to help
his country to a sixth title.

“‘What keeps me motivated
is my competitiveness. I'm
very competitive both as an
athlete and person,” he said.
‘I'm always trying to improve
and win, adding minor details
to my game, because it's a
feeling I love.”

— Reuters

British GP ‘impossible’ with UK quarantine

LONDON: A British Grand Prix
would be “impossible” this year
if elite sport is not exempt
from 14-day quarantine
restrictions when entering the
United Kingdom, Formula One
said on Tuesday.

Silverstone is planning to
host two races behind closed
doors this summer, subject to
government approval, to make
up for some of the lost time in
the 2020 F1 season with 10
races either cancelled or
postponed.

However, the UK
government's coronavirus
recovery strategy document
set out an intention to
introduce a 14-day
quarantine rule for
international arrivals.

“A 14-day quarantine would

make it impossible to have a
British Grand Prix this year;
an F1 spokesperson said.

“Additionally it has a major
impact on literally tens of
thousands of jobs linked to F1
and supply chains.

“We would be travelling back

to the UK on F1-only occupied
aircraft and all staff would be
tested making a quarantine
totally unnecessary.

“If all elite sport is to return
to TV then exemptions must
be provided.”

Seven of the 10 teams on the

Formula One grid have bases
in the UK. British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson told
parliament last week that the
return of sport on TV would
“provide a much-needed boost
to national morale”.

F1 organisers are hoping to
start the season with the
Austrian Grand Prix on July 5
behind closed doors, followed
by a second race at the Red
Bull Ring a week later.

It was hoped Silverstone
could then host two races in
the final two weekends in July.

Should quarantine
measures not be lifted for elite
sport then they could also
have a major impact on the
participation of British sides in
European football competition.

— AFP
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NEW DELHI: Virat
Kohli's wide range of
shots makes him one
of the most versatile
batsmen of his era and
the India captain says it
was a tweak to his
stance that brought
him a deluge of runs in

recent years.

Kohli made his India
in 2008 as a flashy
batsman but has since
combined compact
technique with elegant
shot-making.

In a Facebook live
chat with Bangladesh
one-day captain Tamim
Igbal, he said ditching
his earlier stance
opened up scoring
options for him.

‘I changed because
wanted to score all
over the ground. The
static position was
limiting my shot-
making options,” said
the 31-year-old, who
goes back-and-across
in his current stance.

"It works for many,
Sachin Tendulkar for
instance. He had no
issues because of his
superior technique and
hand-eye coordination.

‘Thad to tweak it to

~ suit my game. When

someone first told me it
could open up my
options, I thought of
giving it a try.

“Luckily, it clicked and
[ immediately started
executing shots which I
never thought I could.”

Kohli averages
50-plus in all three
formats, has smashed
70 international
centuries and boasts
an exquisite cover
drive.

Among his
contemporaries,
Australian Steve Smith

- has an unorthodox but

effective stance,

~ standing open to the

bowler and shuffling
across the off-stump
line, and Kohli said
batsmen had to find
out what worked for
them.

'l always feel you

- should be open to

changes.. You can't
stagnate, you have to
keep learning,” he said.

"If you keep playing in
the same manner,
opposition will figure
out your game. You
have to be ahead of the
game.

“So try it and drop it if
it doesn't work, but any
batsman should be
open to positive
changes,” added Kohli.

— Reuters



