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Paris, France - Arab athletes put
on a spectacular performance on
Friday at the Paris Olympics, win-
ning two golds and a silver. Alge-
rian boxer Iman Khalif and Tunis-
ian taekwondo player Firas Ka-
toussi bagged gold medals, while
Bahraini runner Salwa Eid Naser
claimed a silver in the women's
400m on her Olympic debut.

Algeria's 24-year-old Iman
dominated headlines worldwide
by winning the gold medal in the
women’s 66kg welterweight
boxing, defeating China's Yang
Liu 5:0. Her victory was particu-
larly significant, as she emerged
a champion after enduring in-
tense scrutiny at the Games, fac-

ing both in-ring challenges and
online abuse stemming from
questions about her gender.

Addressing the controversy
surrounding her gender, the
boxer told the Associated Press,
"I am a woman like any other. I
was born a woman, and I have
lived as a woman, but there are
enemies of success, and they
can't digest my success.” 

In 2023, International Boxing
Association disqualified her for
failing a gender eligibility test.
However, International Olympic
Committee dismissed those tests
as ‘baseless’ and allowed her to
compete in the Olympics.

Katoussi clinched a gold by

defeating Iran's Mehran Barkhor-
dari in the final of the men's 80kg
taekwondo competition. 

Salwa clocked 48.53 secs but
was outpaced by Marileidy
Paulino (48.17 secs) of the Do-
minican Republic. 

So far, Arab athletes have won
five gold medals in Paris. Mo-
rocco's Soufiane el Bakkali tri-
umphed in the men's 3,000m
steeplechase, while Algeria's
Kaylia Nemour made history as
the first African gymnast to win
an Olympic medal, securing gold
with a breathtaking routine on
the asymmetric bars. Bahrain’s
Winfred Yavi set an Olympic
record and captured the wom-

en’s 3,000m steeplechase title.
In addition to the golds, Arab

athletes earlier earned two silver
medals, thanks to Tunisian fencer
Fares Ferjani and Jordanian taek-
wondo player Zaid Mustafa in
the 68kg weight class. They also
secured three bronze medals
through Egyptian fencer Mo-
hamed el Sayed, Tunisian taek-
wondo player Mohamed Khalil
Jendoubi in the 58kg weight
class, and the Moroccan men's
football team.

Arab athletes had the best
ever Olympics in Tokyo when
they won five gold, five silver and
eight bronze medals.
Agencies

Call for stricter controls
on illegal scrap trade

03

Bangladesh: Muhammad
Yunus has work cut out 

10

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman is one of the best coun-
tries for expatriates, according
to the Expat Insider 2024 sur-
vey. The sultanate is ranked 12th
overall in the survey with high
scores for friendliness, security
and ease of settling in.

This year marks the 11th edi-
tion of the Expat Insider survey
by InterNations, one of the most
comprehensive studies on expat
life, gathering responses from
over 12,500 expats representing
175 nationalities in 174 countries
or territories.

The survey ranks the best
countries to live by analysing
factors such as Quality of Life,
Ease of Settling In, Working

Abroad, Personal Finance and
Expat Essentials Index. In 2024,
the survey ranks 53 destina-
tions, with Panama topping the

list followed by Mexico, Indone-
sia, Spain and Colombia making
the top five. Kuwait is placed
last, with Turkiye, Finland, Ger-

many and Canada making the
bottom five. 

Expats in Oman are very
happy with the friendliness of

locals (ranked eighth), Ease of
Settling (12th rank) and also
quite satisfied with Personal Fi-
nance (12th). 

Oman is ranked in the top 15
in Culture and Welcome (12th),
Safety and Security (13th), Envi-
ronment and Climate (13th) and
Family Friends (14th) cate-
gories. 

Oman lands in a fairly aver-
age –  28th – place in the Quality
of Life Index. It also does not do
so well in the sub-indices of
Leisure Options (42nd) and
Working Culture and Satisfac-
tion (34th). 

UAE, ranked tenth, is the
highest ranked country in the re-
gion in the survey, while Kuwait
(53rd) is the last for the seventh
time in a row. Expats don't enjoy

a great Quality of Life Index
(53rd) in Kuwait. Only 53% of
respondents rate the affordabil-
ity of public transportation as
good (vs 70% globally). Expats
find themselves grappling with
the weather (53rd for climate
and weather) and don't enjoy
the natural environment (53rd),
either. In healthcare, crucial for
a high quality of life, Kuwait is
ranked 51st.

Turkiye ranks 52nd. In three
out of the five indices used to
map out life abroad, it can be
found in the bottom ten. And in
terms of expats’ overall happi-
ness with their life abroad,
Turkiye is in 49th place — 27%
of respondents are unhappy (vs
15% globally).

Those considering Turkiye

for their professional career will
be disappointed as the country
ranks last in the Working
Abroad Index (53rd). About a
third of respondents (34%)
don’t believe that moving to
Turkiye improved their career
prospects, and an even higher
number rate their personal ca-
reer opportunities (40%) and
the local job market (45%) neg-
atively — compared to global
averages of 25% and 31%, re-
spectively.

South Korea, which ranks
23rd, is the biggest gainer in
2024, managing an impressive
recovery from its place in the
bottom ten in 2023. Jumping up
20 places in the ranking, Bel-
gium (now 18th) is the second-
biggest winner in 2024.

Palestinian Territories - Oman
has condemned Israeli occupa-
tion forces bombing Al Tabin
School, which housed displaced
persons in the Gaza Strip, at
dawn on Saturday. 

The strike killed more than
100 people, according to Pales-
tinian officials who expect the
death toll to rise.

In a statement, the Foreign
Ministry said that targeting
schools and civilian facilities con-
stitutes a flagrant violation of in-
ternational humanitarian law and
international legitimacy resolu-
tions. Oman renewed its call on
the international community to
take immediate action to stop
these blatant attacks, work to
protect innocent civilians, hold
the Israeli occupation forces ac-
countable, and impose interna-

tional sanctions on Israel.
The Israeli military claimed its

air force struck a ‘command and
control centre’ that ‘served as a
hideout for Hamas terrorists and
commanders’ at the Al Tabin
school on Saturday. 

‘The massacre at Al Tabin

school in the Daraj neighbour-
hood in central Gaza City is a hor-
rific crime that constitutes a
dangerous escalation,’ Hamas
stated.  

According to Izzat al Rishq, a
member of the Palestinian gro-
up’s political bureau, there were

no armed men in the school.
Francesca Albanese, UN spe-

cial rapporteur on Palestine, ac-
cused Israel of “genocide”. 

“In the largest and most
shameful concentration camp of
the 21st century, Israel is geno-
ciding the Palestinians one neigh-

bourhood at a time, one hospital
at a time, one school at a time,
one refugee camp at a time, one
'safe zone' at a time. With US and
European weapons. And amid
the indifference of all ‘civilised na-
tions’,” she wrote on X. 

See also Page 09

Oman among best countries for expats

Arab athletes shine at Paris Olympics; win 5 gold, 3 silver and 3 bronze

President of Peru Dina Boluarte

met Talal bin Sulaiman al Rahbi

in Lima on Friday to receive his

credentials as non-resident

Ambassador Extraordinary and

Plenipotentiary of Oman to

Peru. Rahbi conveyed the

greetings of His Majesty Sultan

Haitham bin Tarik and his

wishes for good health and

happiness to the Peruvian

President and for further

progress and prosperity to the

Peruvian people. On her part,

President Dina conveyed gree-

tings to H M the Sultan and her

wish to strengthen and enha-

nce ties between the two

friendly countries

PERUVIAN PRESIDENT CONVEYS GREETINGS TO H M 

Salwa Eid Naser Iman Khalif Firas Katoussi

Muscat - Oman’s Foreign Min-
istry has welcomed a joint sta-
tement issued by the Preside-
nts of USA and Egypt and Emir
of Qatar regarding the need of
completing a ceasefire agree-
ment and releasing hostages
and detainees in Gaza.

The sultanate appreciated
the ongoing efforts being made
to reach an agreement and calls

for resumption of negotiations
on August 15 in Doha or Cairo.

The Foreign Ministry
stressed Oman's position on
the importance of adhering to
what was agreed upon and im-
plementing it without any
delay. It called on all parties to
resume the urgent negotiations
referred to in the statement to
end the Palestinians’ sufferings.

Oman welcomes ceasefire efforts 

Israeli military claimed its air force struck a ‘command and control centre’

Our Correspondent 
Nizwa  

The Department of Commerce,
Industry and Investment Promo-
tion in Dakhliyah received 1,410
applications for new commercial
registrations in the first half of
this year. In this period, 755 cer-
tificates of origin transactions
were completed.

Hilal bin Badr al Rashdi, Direc-
tor of the department, stated that
11 investment opportunities, val-
ued at approximately RO61.4mn,
are available across various
wilayats of the governorate.
These opportunities span com-
mercial, industrial and food secu-
rity sectors.

He highlighted several key in-
vestment projects on offer, in-
cluding establishment of
factories for electrical conductors
and HVAC systems (heating,
ventilation and air conditioning)
and a meat and poultry produc-
tion unit. Other projects include a
glazed ceramic factory, a facility
for producing barriers, bars and
copper profiles, and a dairy prod-
ucts and juices plant. 

Additionally, there are plans
for a factory to pack and package
dates, a facility for producing
electrical sockets and switches,
and a plant for making dry mortar
mix.

Rashdi emphasised the gover-
norate's rich potential, with sev-
eral large industrial cities capable
of hosting various investment
projects. In the first half of the
year, 110 industrial licences were
issued, 87 foreign investment
records were completed, and a
total of 674 records were pro-

cessed.
He noted that Dakhliyah is at-

tracting considerable interest
from both domestic and interna-
tional investors owing to its large
industrial cities that offer an en-
vironment conducive for busi-
ness.

Nizwa Industrial City and
Samail Industrial City, in particu-
lar, have seen significant growth
of projects this year. Nizwa In-
dustrial City now hosts 173 pro-
jects with an investment volume
of RO473mn, while Samail Indus-
trial City has attracted 160 pro-
jects, totalling RO160mn in
investments.

Dakhliyah attracts
over RO61mn in
new investments

Dakhliyah is 
attracting consider-
able interest from
both domestic and
international 
investors owing to 
its large industrial
cities that offer 
an environment 
conducive for 
business

HILAL BIN BADR AL RASHDI

Over 100 dead in Gaza school
attack; Oman condemns

(Supplied photo)

(ONA)



02      MUSCAT DAILY      SUNDAY, AUGUST 11, 2024

NATION

Our Correspondent 
Muscat

As Sheikh Hasina’s one-and-a-
half-decade-long reign comes to
a dramatic end after weeks of
turmoil and riots, hopes and op-
timism are rising among the peo-
ple of Bangladesh.

Bangladeshi expatriates in
Oman, whose families endured
the recent political unrest, re-
main hopeful of a brighter future
under the leadership of Nobel
Peace Prize winner Muhammad
Yunus. 

Yunus took oath as head of
the interim government during a
ceremony at the presidential
palace in Dhaka on Thursday
night.

“I will uphold, support, and
protect the constitution,” Yunus
stated as he was sworn in by
President Mohammed Sha-
habuddin, adding that he would
perform his duties ‘sincerely’.

Expats are expecting
widespread reforms, including
relief from high taxes, corruption,
and improvements in infrastruc-
ture, education, traffic, and
healthcare systems.

Tax reduction tops the list of
concerns. 

Nurul Islam, a businessman in
Ghubra, said, “For years, we have
struggled with high taxes that
have stifled economic growth
and burdened the average citi-
zen.”

He is of the view that there
has hardly been any progress

with so much of taxes. 
“The roads and bridges are all

collapsing, and so are old build-
ings,” he said to buttress his
comment.

“I am hopeful that the new
leadership will implement fairer
tax policies that will promote

business and alleviate financial
stress for families,” Nurul Islam
added.

Mohammad Rafiq, an engi-
neer based in Muscat, empha-
sised the importance of
merit-based job opportunities
and better educational facilities.
“The entire revolution was be-
cause of reservation based on
family; we have successfully top-
pled it as well as the dictator. Our
country has so much potential,
but job reservations have often
led to deserving candidates
being overlooked. 

“I hope the new government

will ensure job placements are
purely merit-based and that they
will invest in affordable, high-
quality education, especially in
engineering and medical fields.”

The waiting list in hospitals in
Bangladesh is also a matter of
concern. Rumi Akthar, a health-
care worker, shared his hopes for
an improved healthcare system. 

“The long waiting lists in hos-
pitals and the lack of resources
have been a significant issue over
the years. I am optimistic that we
will see better technologies in
our hospitals and more efficient
healthcare services.”

Bangladeshi expats in Oman look
forward to reforms under Yunus

Omani factories
urged to embrace
4IR technologies
Our Correspondent 
Muscat

The Ministry of Commerce, In-
dustry and Investment Promo-
tion (MoCIIP) organised a
workshop recently for the em-
powerment of Omani factories
with the application of the Fourth
Industrial Revolution (4IR) tech-
nologies.

The event, held in cooperation
with the Gulf Organisation for In-
dustrial Consulting (GOIC),
sought to raise awareness and
encourage digital transformation
among the local industries.

The workshop, led by the Di-
rectorate General of Industry in
MoCIIP, focused on educating
factory representatives about the
importance of 4IR applications.
Participants were introduced to
the Smart Production Factories
Project, the evaluation process
using the Smart Industry Readi-
ness Index, and the incentives
available for companies to go for
digital transformation.

The Smart Production Facto-
ries Project aims to assess se-
lected factories within the
targeted industrial sectors using
the Smart Industry Readiness
Index. The goal is to provide rec-

ommendations that will facilitate
the adoption of advanced tech-
nologies in manufacturing. 

Over time, this initiative is ex-
pected to transform operational,
administrative and technical pro-
cesses in Omani factories.

Mazen bin Humaid al Siyabi,
Assistant Director General for
Industry in MoCIIP, said that the
workshop aligns with the Indus-
trial Strategy 2040, which priori-
tises improving the
competitiveness of the industrial
sector through innovation and
4IR technologies. 

Siyabi added that the ministry,
in cooperation with GOIC, plans
to enable 20 factories within tar-
geted sectors to adopt 4IR appli-
cations this year. The initiative
includes stages of raising aware-
ness, conducting evaluations,
and preparing detailed transfor-
mation plans. 

These efforts will diagnose
each factory’s current use of 4IR
tools and identify areas for im-
provement, ultimately enhancing
their performance on the Smart
Industry Readiness Index.

During the session, partici-
pants were also introduced to
the components of the evalua-
tion index.

Our Correspondent
Salalah 

The Gulf Summer Scout Camp
for the Advanced Scout Stage
began on Friday at Jabal Ashur
Plain in Dhofar. 

Organised by the Directorate
General of Scouts and Guides
under the slogan ‘Scouting: Inno-
vation, Sustainability, Construc-
tion’, the camp brought together

280 scouts from Oman, Kuwait,
the UAE, Qatar and Yemen.

The primary goals of the
camp, which will run until August
14, are to equip participants with
self-reliance skills, enhance their
understanding of sustainable de-
velopment, and reinforce the val-
ues of scouting and citizenship.

The scouts will engage in a va-
riety of activities, including per-
sonal development programmes,

scouting tourism and adventure
trips. There will also be sports
competitions, community service
projects, and educational work-
shops. Specialised sessions will
cover topics such as mobile film
production, artificial intelligence,
PowerPoint design, and robotics. 

Additionally, scouts will learn
about electronic blackmail, com-
munication, media, and transla-
tion, officials said.

Gulf Scouts arrive in Dhofar for summer
of learning, promotion of sustainability

S
eawater farming, or saline agri-
culture, is a revolutionary tech-
nique that employs seawater for
irrigation, allowing crop cultiva-
tion in arid regions. This tech-

nique addresses freshwater scarcity, food
security, and environmental sustainability
by growing salt-tolerant plants, known as
halophytes, in a mix of seawater and fresh-
water. Crops like quinoa, barley and cer-
tain vegetables like kale and spinach,
which are naturally resistant to high salin-
ity, thrive under these conditions. Seawa-
ter farming also helps enhance soil quality
and promotes sustainable agricultural
methods in saline environments.

Key advancements in seawater farming
include the Seawater Greenhouse project
that replicates the hydrologic cycle by
evaporating water from a saline source
and then capturing it as freshwater
through condensation. A 2004 pilot pro-
ject in Oman with Sultan Qaboos Univer-
sity demonstrated its potential. In the
UAE, the technology has enabled desert
cultivation of fruits and vegetables using
solar-powered desalination. Australia’s
Sundrop Farms in Port Augusta combines
hydroponics and aquaponics, improving
soil fertility and reducing reliance on fresh-
water. The farm produces 15% of the
country’s tomatoes, showcasing large-
scale scalability and economic viability.
Somaliland’s greenhouse makes arid land

productive, while Jordan’s Sahara Forest
Project combines seawater and solar
power to cultivate crops and revegetate
deserts.

In 2019, the Grow Dome project in
Sohar, developed by the University of
Sheffield in partnership with Sohar Univer-
sity, utilised advanced soilless farming
techniques with solar-powered desalina-
tion to convert seawater into freshwater
for agriculture. Tekmara, a startup in Sara-
sota, Florida, uses solar power to desali-
nate ocean water for crop irrigation,
growing special crops like mushrooms for
high-end restaurants and planning to ex-
pand to leafy greens.

In northwestern Italy, Nemo’s Garden

is experimenting with underwater farming,
growing herbs and other crops using con-
densed water from sunlight. Seawater So-
lutions is developing a 4,500-acre project
in southern Spain’s Guadalquivir River
delta, combining engineered salt marshes
and saline agroecologies to restore
ecosystems and produce various crops, in-
cluding high-value vegetables, animal
feed, and biofuels.

Oman, with its extensive coastline and
arid climate, stands to benefit significantly
from seawater farming. Integrating aqua-

culture with agriculture in coastal areas
can foster a circular economy, with fish
farming providing nutrient-rich water for
crops. Using solar desalination technolo-
gies, like those in Sundrop Farms, the
country can enable seawater irrigation
while conserving freshwater. The nation
can also build on previous projects for fur-
ther advancement.

Omani entrepreneurs can develop eco-
friendly construction materials such as
biocomposites, bio-bricks, and green roofs
and walls from salt-tolerant plants, target-
ing eco-conscious builders and develop-
ers. Educational farms offering tours and
hands-on learning about seawater farming
techniques can generate revenue and raise
awareness. Businesses can include seawa-
ter farming in their efforts towards sus-
tainability and social responsibility. For
instance, a food and beverage company
could partner with seawater farms to
source salt-tolerant crops for new prod-
ucts, while agribusinesses can create sus-
tainable animal feed from halophytes.

This approach aligns with Oman’s Vi-
sion 2040, which aims for sustainable de-
velopment and reduced environmental
impact. Seawater farming offers a promis-
ing solution to pressing challenges, en-
hancing food security, fostering economic
growth, creating jobs, and contributing to
global environmental sustainability, paving
the way for a resilient future.

SYED ADIL ABBAS

Abbas, an MBA graduate from Cardiff Metropolitan University
(UK), is currently based in Muscat, and has over 20 years of 
international experience working with the public and private 
sectors in the Middle East, Far East, Africa and India

REVOLUTIONISING
ARID AGRICULTURE

The views and opinions expressed in this column are solely those of the author and do not 
necessarily represent those of Muscat Daily or Apex Press & Publishing

F O R E S I G H T

For years, we have struggled with
high taxes that have stifled eco-
nomic growth... I am hopeful that
the new leadership will implement
fairer tax policies 
NURUL ISLAM

(V K Shafeer)



SUNDAY, AUGUST 11, 2024 MUSCAT DAILY      03

NATION

Our Correspondent 
Muscat

Despite efforts of authorities to
curb the illegal scrap trade in
Muscat, the problem persists
causing inconvenience to citi-
zens and residents who urge
stricter measures to control and
legalise these operations.

As per Muscat Municipality
Decision No 67/2022, collection
and trading in scrap is prohibited
in residential neighbourhoods. 

Muscat Daily documented the
presence of scrap dealers' vehi-
cles in residential areas and
spoke with community members
on the issue. Badr al Siyabi, a pri-
vate sector employee, noted that
scrap dealer trucks frequently
disrupt daily activities and work
near Sultan Qaboos Mosque in
Ruwi.

Ali al Balushi, a resident of
Muttrah, suggested authorities
allocate specific working hours
for scrap dealers considering the
convenience these provide to
people in disposing heavy items
like refrigerators and furniture in
exchange of payment.

Frustrated with the nuisance
caused by scrap vehicle owners
in residential neighbourhoods,
Sultan al Rawahi, a resident of
Seeb, said,  "Their disruptive be-
haviour, including frequent
honking, disturbs the peace of
residents." He called for stricter

enforcement of fines and legal
measures to protect residential
areas and ensure proper dis-
posal of scrap away from
homes.

Mabela resident Qasim al
Hooti complained about the
disturbance caused by scrap
dealer trucks passing through
residential neighbourhoods

multiple times daily, especially
during early hours, disrupting
residents' rest and quiet. He
urged authorities to promptly
address the issue and end the
nuisance, particularly on week-
ends.

Taxi driver Nasser al Salmi
condemned the practice of driv-
ing scrap trucks through residen-
tial areas due to noise pollution
and health risks associated with
exhaust emissions. He stressed

the importance of adhering to
laws and proposed creating des-
ignated parking areas for trucks
and conducting scrap deals away
from residential zones.

According to an official of
Royal Oman Police, its patrol
units routinely stop scrap dealer
vehicles and issue violations
against these for disturbing the
public with excessive honking
and other disruptions.

In 2022, the Governor of
Muscat issued a decision to reg-
ulate the collection of scrap from
residential neighbourhoods. The
decision stipulates that scrap
material, such as steel and cop-
per, should be collected and
traded only in industrial zones. It
also bans scrap dealers from
roaming in residential areas for
the purpose of collecting or trad-
ing scrap. Penalties for not ob-
taining the necessary licences or
permits range from RO50 to
RO500, with fines doubled for
repeated violations.

Recently, Muscat Municipal-
ity notified licensed scrap collec-
tors and traders that Decision No
67/2022 prohibits them and
their employees from collecting
or trading scrap in residential
neighbourhoods. ‘This regulation
aims to maintain order and pre-
serve peace in residential areas,
with violations leading to legal
consequences coordinated with
relevant authorities.’

Call for stricter controls
on illegal scrap trade 

Our Correspondent 
Salalah 

Ministry of Information's Ayn
platform launched the third edi-
tion of its tourism programme
Eye on Khareef on Thursday, offer-
ing a fresh perspective on stun-
ning Dhofar. This series
highlights the governorate’s nat-
ural beauty, cultural richness, and
the lives of its people.

Presented by photographer
Haitham bin Khamis al Farsi, the
programme takes viewers on a
journey through the breathtaking
landscapes and hidden gems of
Dhofar. The show offers a visu-
ally rich experience that blends
captivating imagery with insight-
ful stories, bringing to life Dho-
far’s unique customs, traditions
and cultural heritage.

This season, Eye on Khareef
delves into previously unexplored
aspects of Dhofar, uncovering in-
spiring stories and secrets of the
governorate. Farsi presents  stun-
ning shots of Dhofar's enchanting
nature while sharing engaging

tales about the people and places
he encounters.

Eye on Khareef consists of six
episodes, eight to 12 minutes
each, offering a concise yet im-
mersive experience.

Launched in 2022, Ayn is the
largest Omani audiovisual plat-
form. It showcases Oman’s rich
history, culture and future aspira-
tions through a vast library of
content produced by Oman
Radio and Oman Television over
many decades.

‘Eye on Khareef’ returns with
third season to explore Dhofar

Our Correspondent 
Salalah

The ‘Discover Dhofar from the
Sky’ event, organised by Oman
Air Sports Committee in coop-
eration with Dhofar Municipal-
ity, began on Saturday and will
run until August 20. 

The event aims to make
aerial sports popular in the com-

munity while promoting tourism
and raising awareness about en-
vironmental sustainability and
Dhofar's rich natural and cul-
tural diversity.

Ahmed bin Zaher al Alawi,
Chairman of the committee,
said, “The event will feature
training and educational work-
shops on aerial photography
with drones, along with scien-

tific experiments related to the
climate and environment. These
activities aim to boost aware-
ness of zero carbon neutrality.”

Participants will have the
chance to experience paraglid-
ing and enjoy exciting kite flying
and paragliding shows. Partici-
pants can also observe the sun’s
movement from the Al Hawqain
Astronomical Observatory.

Muscat - Sultan Qaboos Univer-
sity (SQU) has partnered with
SOHAR Port and Freezone
(SOHAR) through a newly signed
agreement aimed at strengthen-
ing collaboration in research and
development. The agreement
was signed by H H Sayyid Dr
Fahad bin al Julanda al Said, Vice-
Chancellor of SQU, and Abdullah
bin Khalfan al Jabri, Chairman of
the Board of  Directors of
SOHAR, signifying a commit-
ment to fostering innovation and
establishing impactful partner-
ships that drive sustainable eco-
nomic growth. 

By leveraging on SQU’s aca-
demic excellence, SOHAR seeks
to enhance its capabilities in crit-
ical technical areas, effectively
merging practical expertise with
theoretical insights. The collabo-
ration will address critical issues
within the logistics and industrial
sectors, positioning this strategic
alliance to make a substantial
contribution to the growth of
Oman’s national economy. 

To further consolidate the mu-
tual understanding between the
two entities, the partnership aims
to establish a sustainable educa-
tional ecosystem that promotes
knowledge dissemination and fa-
cilitates experience sharing. This
will be achieved through a variety
of initiatives including the organ-
isation of conferences, work-
shops and seminars, along with
the publishing of joint scientific
publications. This collaborative
effort not only enhances educa-
tional opportunities, but also
aligns with the aspirations of
Oman Vision 2040 by fostering

innovation through cutting-edge
technologies such as Artificial In-
telligence, the Internet of Things
and Autonomous Vehicles.
Moreover, it will support univer-
sity graduation projects thereby
enhancing scientific research and
developing engineering solutions
to overcome logistics challenges. 

Joining forces will also support
the Oman AI-enhanced Drone
Competition, an annual event or-
ganised by SQU and Ministry of
Transport, Communications and
Information Technology. This
competition focuses on training
university and college students in
drone technologies and their in-
tegration with AI for autonomous
capabilities. As  part of the com-
petition, SOHAR will facilitate
field visits and practical training
for SQU students, offering them
hands-on experience in the in-
dustrial and logistics sectors. 

Building on their successful
past cooperation, which included
monitoring structural integrity of
the marine platform at SOHAR
Port, SQU and SOHAR’s shared
commitment positions both insti-
tutions as leaders in driving techn-
ological advancements and sus-
tainable practices in the region. 

Dhofar’s skies come alive with aerial sports 

SQU, SOHAR join hands
to drive research

There must be stricter enforcement of
fines and legal measures to protect 
residential areas and ensure proper 
disposal of scrap away from homes 

SULTAN AL RAWAHI

(Muscat Daily)

(Supplied photo)
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Our Correspondent
Muscat

Omani banks listed on the Mus-
cat Stock Exchange experienced
a significant boost in their profits
during the first half of this year,
driven by increased demand for
financing and loans due to the
sultanate's growing economic
activities and trade volumes.

Total net profits of Oman's
listed banks rose to RO256.2mn
in H1 2024, up from RO214.4mn
in the same period last year,
marking a growth of 19.5%, ac-
cording to a report published by
Oman News Agency.

In their financial reports sub-
mitted to the Muscat Stock Ex-
change, the banks highlighted
the robust economic growth in
Oman, the government’s efforts
to achieve financial stability, en-
hance the business environment
and promote economic diversifi-
cation.

Bank Muscat, the largest fi-
nancial institution in Oman, led
the sector with its net profits
reaching RO112.1mn in the first
half of 2024, compared to
RO104.3mn in the same period
last year. Sohar International
Bank followed in second place
with a net profit of RO50mn,
while National Bank of Oman se-
cured third place with
RO30.8mn in net profit.

BankDhofar, ahlibank, and
Oman Arab Bank came in fourth,
fifth, and sixth places with net
profits of RO22.1mn, RO20.2mn,
and RO12.7mn, respectively, the
report said.

Bank Nizwa, Oman’s fully-
fledged Islamic bank, reported a
net profit of RO8mn for the first
half of 2024.

All listed banks saw an in-
crease in their net profits during
the first half of 2024, with Sohar
International Bank achieving the
highest growth. Sohar Interna-
tional Bank's net profit surged by
112.2% to RO50.2mn in the first
half of 2024, up from RO23.6mn
in the corresponding period of
2023.

Banking assets 
reach RO40bn
Unaudited financial statements
revealed that the total assets of
local banks listed on the Muscat
Stock Exchange reached
RO40.5bn by the end of June
2024, reflecting a growth of
13.8% compared to RO35.5bn in
June 2023.

Bank Muscat, holding assets
worth approximately RO14.2bn,
accounted for 35% of the total
assets of the listed banks.

The combined capital of the
seven banks listed on the Muscat
Stock Exchange also increased to
RO2.417bn by the end of June

2024, up from RO2.250bn a
year earlier.

In their reports, the banks
noted that Oman’s banking sec-
tor continues to maintain healthy
capital and liquidity ratios, 
supported by the quality of as-
sets and expanded credit facili-
ties provided to the private
sector to stimulate economic ac-
tivity.

During the first half of 2024,
Omani banks prioritised enhanc-
ing their digital transformation
initiatives. They introduced sev-
eral facilities to encourage cus-
tomers to conduct transactions
electronically, leading to an in-

crease in the number of cus-
tomers registered for online
banking services.

This period also saw a signifi-
cant rise in commercial transac-
tions through point-of-sale
devices. Additionally, banks ex-
panded their physical presence
by opening more branches to re-
duce customer waiting times and
improve service quality.

Some banks even launched
remote payment services, a new
technology that allows mer-
chants and business owners to
accept card payments directly
on their phones and smart de-
vices.

Muscat – Global law firm
Dentons said it has advised
Vale International on a joint
venture with AP Oryx
Holdings, a special purpose
vehicle of NYSE-listed
Apollo Asset Management,
in Vale Oman Distribution
Center (VODC).

VODC operates an inte-
grated iron ore blending
and distribution center in
Sohar, with a nominal ca-
pacity of 40mn tonnes per
year.

Apollo will invest
$600mn to acquire a 50%
stake in VODC and Vale
will retain the remaining
50% ownership, according
to a press release issued by
Dentons.

Subject to regulatory ap-
provals, the transaction is
anticipated to close later in
2024.

Jamie Gibson, Managing
Partner of Dentons Oman,
said, "We are proud to have
played a key role in a trans-
action that holds strategic
significance for global sup-
ply chains and is such a sig-
nificant milestone for both
Vale and Apollo."

The Dentons team in ad-
vising Vale was led by part-
ner Jamie Gibson.

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Foreign investors on the Muscat
Stock Exchange (MSX) took ad-
vantage of last week’s stock
prices decline, rushing to buy as
local investors sold off their
holdings amid global equity
rout.

According to an Oman News
Agency report, 39 securities ex-
perienced price drops over the
past week, while 15 saw price in-
creases, and 19 remained un-
changed.

Foreign investors' purchases
accounted for approximately
14% of the total trading value,
with their sales comprising just
5%.

In contrast, individual local in-
vestors were more inclined to
sell, with their sales making up
29.6% of the total trading value,
compared to 26.8% from their
purchases. Local institutional in-
vestors also leaned towards sell-
ing, with sales constituting
58.7% of the total trading value,

compared to 50.2% for their
purchases.

The Muscat Stock Exchange
was affected last week by politi-
cal and economic uncertainties
impacting regional and global
markets. The MSX30 Index and
most sectoral indices registered
declines, with the exception of
the Shariah index, which saw a
modest gain of less than one
point.

The main index dropped by
22 points, closing the week at
4,644 points. The industrial sec-
tor index suffered the steepest

decline, falling by 119 points,
while the financial sector lost 43
points, and the services sector
slipped by 14 points.

Trading value at the MSX de-
creased by 48% last week,
falling to RO8.3mn compared to
RO16.2mn in the previous week.
The number of executed trans-
actions also dropped by 22%,
from 3,521 to 2,744.

By the end of the week, the
market capitalisation of the
Muscat Stock Exchange had de-
clined to RO24.387bn, reflecting
weekly losses of RO31.8mn.

Investor activity last week
was concentrated on OQ Gas
Networks, Bank Muscat, and
Sohar International Bank, which
together accounted for 52% of
the total trading value.

OQ Gas Networks led the
way with trades worth
RO1.882mn, representing
22.6% of the total trading value.
Bank Muscat followed with
RO1.799mn in trades, while
Sohar International Bank
recorded RO658,000 in trades,
or 7.9% of the total trading
value.

Jakarta, Indonesia – Oman's
Minister of Energy and Miner-
als, H E Eng Salim bin Nasser al
Aufi, met with Arifin Tasrif, In-
donesia's Minister of Energy
and Mineral Resources, on Sat-
urday in the Indonesian capital
Jakarta.

During the meeting, they dis-
cussed strengthening bilateral
cooperation between the two
countries in the fields of energy
and minerals.

As part of the visit, H E Aufi

and his accompanying delega-
tion visited several leading
companies in the Indonesian
energy sector. The visit aimed
to learn about the innovations
and pioneering projects these
companies offer and to become
acquainted with the latest tech-
nologies and projects applied in
the energy sector.

The visit also included sev-
eral meetings with Indonesian
officials, in addition to present-
ing a number of visual presenta-

tions to the Indonesian side.
These presentations focused

on enhancing opportunities for
cooperation and the exchange
of expertise in the energy and
minerals sectors.

The meeting was attended by
H E Sheikh Mohammed bin
Ahmed al Shanfari, Ambassador
of Oman to Indonesia, along
with several Omani officials 
in the energy and minerals 
sector.
ONA

Oman, Indonesia discuss
cooperation in energy
and minerals sectors

Dentons 
advises Vale
on $600mn
Oman joint
venture

Omani banks' total profits rise 19%
to RO256mn in first half of 2024 

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia – To meet
the rapidly growing demand for
its AI and cloud services, Oracle
announced the opening of its
second public cloud region in
Saudi Arabia. The new Riyadh
cloud region will help public and
private sector organisations mi-
grate all types of workloads to
Oracle Cloud Infrastructure
(OCI), giving them access to a
wide range of cloud services to
modernise their applications
and innovate with data, analyt-
ics, and AI.

Part of Oracle’s distributed
cloud strategy and Oracle’s
$1.5bn investment to expand
cloud infrastructure capabilities
in the kingdom, the new region

will help boost Saudi Arabia’s AI
economy, which is expected to
reach $135.2bn by 2030.

The Oracle Cloud Riyadh Re-
gion joins the existing Oracle
Cloud Jeddah Region and the
planned Oracle Cloud Region in
NEOM to extend Oracle’s foot-
print in Saudi Arabia. Oracle is
the only hyperscaler capable of
delivering AI and a full suite of
100+ cloud services across ded-
icated, public, and hybrid cloud
environments, anywhere in the
world. 

This includes Oracle Au-
tonomous Database, Heat-
Wave MySQL Database
Service, Oracle Container En-
gine for Kubernetes, Oracle

Cloud VMware Solution, OCI
Generative AI service, OCI AI
Infrastructure, and OCI Super-
cluster.

“The opening of Oracle’s new
cloud region in Riyadh reflects
the kingdom’s continuous ef-
forts in boosting the digital

economy based on modern
technologies and innovation,”
said Haytham Alohali, vice min-
ister, the Ministry of Communi-
cations and Information
Technology. “This step will sig-
nificantly enable international
and local companies to achieve
innovation and promote the
adoption of AI and cloud com-
puting technologies in various
sectors, which enhances Saudi
Arabia's competitiveness at the
regional and international level.”

“With the rapid expansion of
our cloud footprint in Saudi Ara-
bia, Oracle is committed to
helping the country achieve its
goal of developing one of the
strongest digital economies in

the world,” said Richard Smith,
executive vice president and
general manager, EMEA Cloud
Infrastructure, Oracle. 

“As part of our wider invest-
ment in cloud capabilities in
Saudi Arabia, the Oracle Cloud
Riyadh Region will help acceler-
ate adoption of cloud and AI
technologies to boost innova-
tion across all sectors of the
Saudi economy, while helping
organizations addressing local
data hosting requirements.”

With the Oracle Cloud
Riyadh Region adding to the ex-
isting Oracle Cloud Jeddah Re-
gion, customers and partners
can gain low-latency access to
cloud services to help them de-

rive better value from their data.
Customers can also leverage
high availability and backup and
disaster recovery capabilities
across the two regions in Saudi
Arabia to enhance business
continuity and help address
local regulations and require-
ments for local data hosting. 

In addition, OCI’s sovereign
AI capabilities provide cus-
tomers with increased control
over where they locate their
data and computing infrastruc-
ture and how they manage it. As
a result, customers can make
use of AI capabilities designed
with the requirements of digital
sovereignty frameworks in
mind.

Oracle opens second public cloud region to boost Saudi Arabia’s AI economy 

Total assets of Oman’s banks listed
on the Muscat Stock Exchange
reached RO40.5bn by the end of June
2024, reflecting a growth of 13.8%
compared to RO35.5bn in June 2023

By the end of last
week, the market
capitalisation of 
the Muscat Stock
Exchange had 
declined to
RO24.387bn, 
reflecting weekly
losses of RO31.8mn

Foreign investors capitalise on
MSX's decline amid local sell-off
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Saudi Aramco reported a net in-
come of $29bn for the second
quarter of this year, down from
$30bn a year earlier. Half-year
profits this year were also slightly
lower than the 2023 result.

Free cash flow also shrank,
from $23.1bn in the second quar-
ter of 2023 to $18.96bn in the
second quarter of this year. Div-
idends paid, however, were
ramped up from $19.5bn last
year, to $31bn this year. 

“We have delivered market-
leading performance once again,
with strong earnings and cash
flows in the first half of the year.
Leveraging these strong earn-
ings, we continued to deliver a
base dividend that is sustainable
and progressive, and a perfor-
mance-linked dividend that
shares the upside with our share-
holders,” Amin Nasser, Chief Ex-
ecutive Office of Aramco, said.

The company’s release also
noted its natural gas pivot, seeing
to boost gas production and
sales by 60% by 2030 from
2021 levels.

The biggest shareholder of the
company is, of course, the Saudi
state, which has a stake of over
81% and could definitely use the
bumper dividends as it struggles
to stay on course with a mas-
sively ambitious economic diver-
sification program that will cost

hundreds of billions. 
In addition to its direct stake,

the Saudi government also holds
16% in Aramco via its sovereign
wealth fund, the Public Invest-
ment Fund.

To help fund that programme,

Saudi Aramco placed a sec-
ondary share offering earlier this
year, raising over $12bn from the
sale as it priced the issue at the
lower end of the original range.
Half of the stock purchases came
from abroad. 

The Saudi state energy major
also placed a bond offering this
year, for the first time since 2021.
The size of the offering was $6bn
but Aramco secured orders
worth $31bn for the debt issue.
(Source: Oilprice.com)

Mumbai, India – The Reserve
Bank of India's (RBI) Governor
Shaktikanta Das, said India's
inflation will moderate from
July onwards as the monsoon
has improved and global food
prices have shown signs of
easing in July. He outlined the
economic growth with real
GDP growth of 7.2% for the fis-
cal year 2024-25 and headline
inflation eased to 5.1% in June.

Das said, "We have slightly
moderated the growth projec-
tion for the first quarter of the
current financial year in rela-
tion to the projection we gave
in the previous MPC in June.
This is primarily due to up-
dated information on certain
high-frequency indicators
which show lower than antici-
pated corporate profitability,
general government expendi-
ture and core industries out-
put." 

This forecast marks a slight
moderation from previous es-
timates provided in the Mone-
tary Policy Committee (MPC)
meeting in June, attributed to
recent updates on high-fre-
quency indicators such as cor-
porate profitability, general
government expenditure, and
core industries output. 

The inflation landscape re-
flects mixed signals, to which
Das said, "Headline inflation
eased up to 5.1% in June 2024
due to higher than expected
food inflation. Fuel remained in

deflation for the 10th consecu-
tive month. Core inflation mod-
erated to a historic low in the
months of May and June." 

Balancing robust growth
projections with a nuanced un-
derstanding of inflation dy-
namics Governor Das stated,
"Food inflation which has a
weight of around 46% in the
CPI basket, contributed to
more than 75% of headline in-
flation in May and June. Veg-
etable prices increased sharply

and contributed about 35% to
inflation in June. High inflation
pressures persisted across
other major food items also." 

Governor Das mentioned
softening in core inflation con-
tinues to be broad-based with
core services inflation touching
a new low in the current CPI
series during the month of May
and June 2024. 

Das stated, "The high food
price momentum likely to have
continued in the month of July
also. Large favourable base ef-
fects may however push head-
line inflation downwards in
July. The Impact of the revision
in milk prices mobile tariffs also
needs to be carefully moni-
tored." 

A degree of relief in food in-
flation is expected from the
pickup in south west monsoon
and healthy progress in Kharif
sowing. Buffer stocks of cereals
continue to be above the
norms, according to RBI Gover-
nor Shaktikanta das. 

Das anticipates some relief
in food inflation due to the ex-
pected pickup in the southwest
monsoon and healthy progress
in Kharif sowing. Buffer stocks
of cereals remain above the
normative levels, contributing
to a more stable food price en-
vironment. Global food prices,
which have been on an upward
trajectory since March 2024,
showed signs of easing in July.
ANI

New York, US – US Republican
presidential candidate Donald
Trump has said that American
presidents should "have a say" in
monetary policy decisions of the
Federal Reserve.

"I feel the president should
have at least (a) say in there," he
told a news conference at his
Mar-a-Lago residence in the
state of Florida. "Yeah, I feel that
strongly."

"I think that in my case, I made
a lot of money, I was very suc-
cessful," he added."

“I think I have a better instinct
than, in many cases, people that
would be on the Federal Reserve
or the chairman."

Although Trump nominated
the current Fed Chairman
Jerome Powell in November
2017, he later became critical of
him by putting pressure to lower
interest rates in order to give a
boost to the US stock ex-
changes.

Trump in February accused
Powell of being "political" and
claimed that he would consider

lowering interest rates to help
Democrats during the 2024
presidential election.

However, Powell is a regis-
tered Republican.

While Trump had threatened
to fire Powell during his presi-
dency, he said last month he

would let Powell finish his term if
he wins the election in Novem-
ber.

Powell's term as chairman ex-
pires in early 2026, but his posi-
tion as a Fed governor continues
until January 31, 2028.
Anadolu Agency

New Delhi, India – US-based firm
Hindenburg Research on Satur-
day posted a cryptic message
hinting at a possible new India-
centric report, over a year after it
published allegations against the
Adani group of companies of in-
sider trading and other violations
in the stock market.

"Something big soon India,"
said the post on the X social
media account of Hindenburg
Research.

In January 2023, Hindenburg
published a report accusing the
Adani Group of financial irregu-
larities, leading to a significant
drop in the company's stock
price. The group at the time had
rubbished these claims.

The Hindenburg report al-
leged stock manipulation and
fraud by the conglomerate. The
case is related to the allegations
(part of a report by short-seller
Hindenburg Research) that
Adani had inflated its share
prices. After these allegations
were published, it led to a sharp
fall in the shares of various Adani
group companies stocks, report-

edly to the tune of over $100bn.
The US short seller's report

was published two days before
a $2.5bn follow-up public offer-
ing was issued by Adani Enter-
prises.

The Adani group has repeat-
edly denied all the accusations in
the Hindenburg Research report.

In July this year one of India's
senior most lawyer and BJP
leader Mahesh Jethmalani has
alleged that a US-based busi-

nessman with Chinese links had
commissioned the report by Hin-
denburg Research, which led to a
significant drop in the Adani
group companies shares in Jan-
uary-February 2023.

Jethmalani claimed that Mark
Kingdon, the American business-
man behind Kingdon Capital
Management, had hired Hinden-
burg Research to prepare a re-
port on the Adani Group.
ANI

Hindenburg teases possible
new India-centric report

RBI projects India’s GDP
growth at 7.2% for 2024-25

Saudi Aramco's Q2 net
profit declines to $29bn

Trump says US presidents should 'have
say' in monetary policy decisions

Indrabati Lahiri

Boeing recently announced that
it would be implementing some
changes in design. This is in
order to prevent another inci-
dent like the one seen earlier in
January this year, when a door
panel blew out in mid-air on an
Alaska Airlines flight from Port-
land, Oregon to Ontario, Califor-
nia. This led to an emergency
landing back in Oregon.

The issue led to Boeing being
investigated by the Federal Avi-
ation Administration (FAA) in
the US, during which it was re-
vealed that the company failed
33 of the 89 audits carried out
by the FAA. The aircraft in ques-

tion, the 737 MAX 9 was also
grounded for two weeks. 

The investigation uncovered
that Boeing's manufacturing
process, as well as those of one
of its most important suppliers,
Spirit AeroSystems’ was lacking
in quality control. Boeing has 
recently announced that it 
will be acquiring Spirit AeroSys-
tems.

It was also later revealed that
the door panel which blew off
the Alaska Airlines flight was
missing four important bolts,
leading to the incident.

The US National Transporta-
tion Safety Board (NTSB)
started a two-day series of
hearings on Tuesday regarding

Boeing’s 737 MAX 9. Flight at-
tendants, pilots, Spirit AeroSys-
tems and Boeing executives,
and Boeing’s International As-
sociation of Machinists and
Aerospace Workers’ members
will be among those due to tes-
tify. 

Boeing confirmed during the

hearing that the design changes
are likely to be completed this
year, and will be implemented
across all its fleet. One of the
key aspects of these changes
will mean that door plugs will no
longer close unless they are
firmly secured.

Other issues likely to be in-

vestigated during the hearing
are Boeing's safety and quality
control systems, as well as the
fact that the Alaska Airlines
door panel was opened and re-
installed while production was
ongoing.

Boeing has already taken
steps to ensure that this partic-

ular issue does not happen
again. When they arrive at fac-
tories, door plugs now have
signs on them telling employees
explicitly that they are not to be
opened.There are also more
regulations in place, in case
door plugs have to be opened.

Boeing recently reported its
earnings for the second quarter
and first half 2024, reporting a
net loss of $1,439mn for the pe-
riod. This was a significant rise
from the $149mn loss seen in
the second quarter of 2023.

Net loss per share came up
to $2.33 per share in Q2 2024,
up from $0.25 per share in Q2
2023. Boeing saw revenues of
$16,866mn in the second quar-

ter of the year, down from
$19,751mn in the corresponding
quarter last year.

For the first half 2024, rev-
enues were $33.435bn, down
11% from the first half of 2023.
The net loss for the first half of
2024 was $1.794bn, up from
$574mn in H1 2023.

Boeing’s then president and
chief executive officer (CEO)
Dave Calhoun said in the com-
pany’s second quarter earnings
report, “Despite a challenging
quarter, we are making substan-
tial progress strengthening our
quality management system
and positioning our company
for the future.
(Source: Euronews.com)

Boeing re-designs 737 Max after mid-air door panel blowout 

I feel the president
should have at 
least (a) say in
there. I think I have
a better instinct
than, in many
cases, people that
would be on the
Federal Reserve or
the chairman
DONALD TRUMP

We have delivered market-leading 
performance once again, with strong 
earnings and cash flows in the first half of
the year. Leveraging these strong earnings,
we continued to deliver a base dividend
that is sustainable and progressive 
AMIN NASSER

We have slightly
moderated the
growth projection
for Q1 2024-25.
This is primarily 
due to updated 
information on 
certain high 
frequency 
indicators
SHAKTIKANTA DAS
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Oman Sail celebrated its 16th an-
niversary with an event at the
Crowne Plaza Hotel - Oman
Convention and Exhibition Cen-
tre recently.

The celebration was held
under the patronage of Dr Hashil
bin Obaid al Mahrouqi, CEO of
Oman Tourism Development
Company (Omran Group). 

Dr Khamis bin Sulaiman al
Jabri, CEO of Oman Sail, along
with strategic partners, sponsors,
and Oman Sail staff, all partici-
pated in the festivities, sharing in
the success of Oman Sail over
the past 16 years.

Founded as a national initia-
tive aimed at reviving Oman’s
maritime heritage and promoting
the Sultanate of Oman globally
through the sport of sailing,
Oman Sail has consistently
championed the sultanate in the
global sailing arena, boosted in-
vestment opportunities and the
Omani economy, and focused on
empowering Omani youth.

These efforts have resulted in
a series of impressive achieve-
ments, including winning inter-
national trophies, individual
medals at youth and senior level,
and hosting and organising con-
tinental and international events
all across Oman to promote the
nation’s capabilities as a major
global sporting venue.

Oman Sail CEO Dr Jabri ex-
pressed his delight at the accom-
plishments over the years. 

“Oman Sail has achieved nu-
merous international successes
and hosted major continental
and international events, en-

hancing Oman's position as a
global sports venue and orga-
nizer,” he said. 

“It has also promoted Oman’s
readiness to attract business and
investments, and our activities
and programs continue to make
significant contributions to achiev-
ing 11 out of 12 national priorities
outlined in Oman Vision 2040.”

Since its inception, Oman Sail
has focused on translating a clear
vision for success through sev-
eral core pillars: Sailing sports,
tourism, commercial activities,
health, and the environment.
Each one emphasises developing
team competencies and empow-
ering people of all ages and abil-
ities by encouraging them to

practice sailing and develop per-
sonal skills and boost their em-
ployability.

As a result, Oman has be-
come a preferred destination for
many global sailing regattas and
attracts some of the world’s
most prominent sailors to com-
pete and train each year. 

Dr Jabri pointed out that
these achievements and suc-
cesses are clear proof of the ef-
forts and high competency of
the team. Each event has a pos-
itive impact on the community
and makes a significant contri-
bution to the country's sustain-

able development goals.
Dr Jabri also highlighted

Oman Sail’s commitment to
partnering with the private sec-
tor and sharing the benefits from
these events. A successful part-
nership enables Omani compa-
nies to expand their services to
a broader international audience
and capitalise on the networking
and investment opportunities
these events provide.

To date, these opportunities
have included operating various
infrastructure types, such as ho-
tels, resorts, and ports, stimulat-
ing the aviation sector by

increasing the number of arrivals
to Oman, raising hotel occu-
pancy rates, and boosting the
transportation sector.

Additionally, events provide
numerous small and medium
enterprises the chance to show-
case their products.

Throughout its journey,
Oman Sail has also achieved ex-
ceptional successes which have
contributed to the advancement
of economic and social develop-
ment. By harnessing sports to
nurture young talents, support-
ing social, economic, and sports
development efforts in Oman,

Oman Sail has promoted the
marine leisure tourism industry,
and established Oman’s reputa-
tion on the international stage as
a destination for sports tourism
and inbound investment.

Dr Jabri explained that Oman
Sail implements a range of pro-
grams aimed at developing
youth through sailing, enabling
them to become champions by
proudly representing Oman with
distinction in regional and inter-
national competition. 

Key achievements
Sports Industry Awards 
In 2022, Oman Sail won the gold
award for ‘Best Sports Event Or-
ganiser in the Middle East’ and
the silver award for ‘Best Sports
Event’ at the Middle East Sports
Industry Awards. This was fol-
lowed in 2023 when Oman Sail’s
‘SailFree’ programme for people
with disabilities, supported by BP
Oman and the Oman Paralympic
Committee, won the gold award
for ‘Best Social Responsibility Ini-
tiative’.

SailFree Programme
The ‘SailFree’ programme is the
first of its kind in the region and
has achieved remarkable suc-
cess since its launch in 2019.
This includes introducing over
500 people with disabilities to
sailing and contributing to their
diverse leadership and life skills
development. Subsequently, a
group of sailors was selected 
to represent the national team in
international and continental
competitions.

Sohar International revamps IVR system at its call centre
Sohar International, Oman’s Best
Bank, is proud to announce the
revamp of its Interactive Voice
Response (IVR) systems within
the call centre.

This enhancement is part of
the bank’s ongoing commitment
to providing exceptional services
and personalised digital experi-
ences to its valued customers, a
release stated.

In addition to phone support,
customers can now access the
bank’s call centre through vari-
ous communication channels, in-
cluding web chat, which will
instantly address frequently
asked questions. This multi-

channel approach ensures that
assistance is always just a click
or call away, no matter where
customers are. 

The revamped IVR system in-
cludes advanced self-service op-
tions, enabling customers to
perform several tasks indepen-
dently and seamlessly, saving
waiting time in queues. These
options include self-authentica-
tion via IVR, card activation
(Credit and Prepaid Cards), PIN
reset, and account balance
check. Moreover, the priority of
blocking cards, Mobile Banking
App, and Internet Banking as
protection tools to our esteemed

customers.
Going beyond measures, with

subject matter experts dedicated
to applications of retail products
and services, it will make it easier
for both our existing and new
customers to conveniently re-
quest their preferred
product/service. 

This empowers Sohar Interna-
tional’s customers to manage
their banking needs at their con-
venience - anytime, anywhere.

“At Sohar International, we
continuously strive to enhance
our customer experience by
leveraging the latest technology,”
said Abdul Qader al Sumali,

Chief Retail and Premier Banking
Officer.

“The revamp of our IVR sys-
tem is a testament to our dedica-
tion to providing superior,
personalized services and ensur-
ing that our customers can ac-
cess the assistance they need,
whenever they need it. Our focus
remains on the augmentation of
our customers’ experience,
which constitutes a cornerstone
of Sohar International’s strat-
egy.”

The upgraded IVR system in-
troduces a host of new features
designed to streamline interac-
tions and offer tailored services

to meet the diverse needs of
clientele. 

Sohar International’s new IVR
system is meticulously designed
to ensure every customer inter-
action is smooth and efficient,
with a keen emphasis on person-
alised services. The structured
IVR system now includes tai-
lored call routing that categorizes
customers based on their spe-
cific segments.

Understanding the unique
needs of diverse clientele, Sohar
International has introduced
dedicated lines that cater specif-
ically to conventional, Islamic,
and corporate clients.

In line with its commitment to
provide cutting-edge payment
solutions to enhance customers’
experience, Bank Muscat has in-
troduced the Tap‘N’Go payment
service enabled with the Near
Field Communication (NFC) fea-
ture. The service facilitates
transactions by eliminating the
need of having a physical termi-
nal to accept payments.

The new payment service al-
lows merchants and business
owners including home business
owners to accept card payments

directly on their Android phones
and smart devices. All NFC-en-
abled payment cards may be
used for customers to initiate
payment transactions via the
Tap‘N’Go application. 

This digital service is available
for Bank Muscat and Meethaq
customers alike. To benefit from
this service, merchants have to
open a merchant account that al-
lows business to accept card
payments, in addition to opening
a Bank Muscat corporate ac-
count.

The launch of Tap‘N’Go appli-
cation adds to the bank’s growing
portfolio of customer-centric ser-
vices and facilities, including pay-
ment options such as Samsung
Pay and QR code. Customers can
benefit as well from other digital
services including, the Soft Token
App authentication, Internet
Banking transactions, instant
opening of Themaar Savings
Plan, viewing access for minor
accounts, payments to Pakistan
and Bangladesh wallet, Speed
transfer to Egypt, beside others.

Tap‘N’Go service from Bank Muscat
convenient payment solution 

Oman Sail celebrates 16 years of success

M A Sriiyukthaa, a 4-D student at
Indian School Bousher in Oman,
represented India in the World
Schools Rapid and Blitz Chess
Championship for the Under 9
(girls) category held in Tashkent,
Uzbekistan from August 1-8.

This international event, coor-
dinated by the International
Chess Federation (FIDE) and the
Uzbekistan Chess Federation,
had over 250 participants from
more than 18 countries.

Admission to this tournament
is based solely on each country’s

national chess federation. As a
result, a restricted number of na-
tional players from various coun-
tries fought against one another
in separate age groups for boys
and girls. ‘We are delighted to
announce that Sriiyukthaa won
the gold medal (1st place) in the
Rapid Chess Tournament with
7.5 out of 9 points and won a
bronze medal in Blitz Chess
Championship,’ the school said.

Staff, students, parents and
ISB school management con-
gratulated her for this feat.

ISB student represents India at blitz chess championship

Muscat Municipality has been
presented with the Best Applica-
tion for Statistical Quality Re-
search award at the Third Forum
of the National System for Insti-
tutional Innovation and Change
Management. 

This forum, organised by the
Ministry of Labour, is a key initia-
tive under Oman Vision 2040,
aimed at enhancing government
performance and improving the
quality of services across the
state’s administrative apparatus.
The awards ceremony was held
under the auspices of H E Ahmed
bin Saleh bin Sufyan al Rashidi,
Undersecretary in the Ministry of
Endowments and Religious Af-
fairs, at the St Regis Al Mouj
Hotel. It was also attended by
other dignitaries and members of
the system from both the public
and private sectors.

Nouf Sulaiman al Kindi, a sta-
tistical researcher at the General
Directorate of Planning and In-
vestment, led Muscat Municipal-
ity’s winning entry. 

Kindi applied statistical quality
research to an administrative
process within the Marketing
and Investor Relations Depart-
ment, measuring the completion

rate of tasks within a specific
timeframe using the DMAIC
methodology. This approach fo-
cused on achieving continuous
improvement in administrative
processes and preventing the re-
currence of errors. Ahmed bin
Mohammed al Humaidi, Presi-
dent of Muscat Municipality,
said, “We are honoured that
Muscat Municipality has been
recognised with this award for
the best application of statistical
quality research. This accom-
plishment reflects our unwaver-
ing commitment to enhancing
government performance and
the quality of services we provide
to the community.”

The organisation played a 
pioneering role in reviving Omani 
maritime heritage and nurturing 
future generations

Muscat Municipality wins
award for Best Application of
Statistical Quality Research



Under the patronage of Ahmed
bin Mohammed al Humaidi,
Chairman of Muscat Municipal-
ity, the national finals of
Huawei’s Seeds for the Future
2024 was officially concluded in
Oman, in collaboration with
Omantel and Huawei. Held at
the National University of Sci-
ence and Technology, the com-
petition is targeted towards
college undergraduates and re-
cent graduates. The programme
aims to develop local talent,
share knowledge, raise aware-
ness of the ICT sector, and foster
a digital community for young
ICT talents.

During the national ceremony,
Ten university students from
Oman were selected to repre-
sent the Sultanate in the regional
finals of Huawei Seeds for the
Future 2024 in Tashkent, Uzbek-
istan, from August 11 to 17. 

Building on the success of last
year's edition, Huawei's flagship
Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR) programme brings to-
gether a record 157 students
from 14 countries across the
Middle East and Central Asia re-
gion. Officials from various uni-
versities and colleges in Oman
attended the launch event in
Muscat, along with senior execu-
tives from Omantel and Huawei. 

In his welcome speech, Hu-
maidi emphasised that Huawei’s
Seeds for the Future programme
is an excellent example of public-

private sector partnerships that
can enhance ICT skills develop-
ment in the sultanate.

“Seeds symbolise potential;
we know that wherever seeds
are sown, a beautiful tree will
eventually grow. This initiative
provides invaluable exposure for
our youth. By participating, they
will have the opportunity to

travel, confront new challenges,
discuss different case studies
with their peers, and test their
skills, knowledge, and problem-
solving abilities. It encourages
them to be creative."

The 2024 Seeds for the Fu-
ture regional final is supported by
the Ministry of Digital Technolo-
gies of the Republic of Uzbek-

istan and the IT Education Asso-
ciation. Many other telecom,
regulatory, labor authorities and
vocational training bodies from
the Middle East and Central Asia
countries have also partnered
with Huawei on this programme.

This backing reflects the ini-
tiative's global reach, which has
seen the programme gain recog-
nition from more than 450 se-
nior officials and heads of state
worldwide. Since its launch in
2008, Seeds for the Future has
made a significant impact glob-
ally, benefiting over 18,000 stu-
dents from 141 countries,
highlighting the programme’s
importance in developing global
ICT talent.

Steven Yi, President of
Huawei in the Middle East and
Central Asia, said, “I want to con-
gratulate the Omani students for
making it to the regional finals
being held in Uzbekistan for the
first time. Huawei’s Seeds for the
Future programme is dedicated
to equipping these bright minds
with the essential skills and
mindsets needed to thrive in our
fast-paced world. We’ve de-
signed this platform to offer a
wide range of opportunities, in-
cluding online courses, competi-
tions, exchange programs, and
scholarships. We aim to provide
talented youth from the ME&CA
region with unparalleled STEM
experiences, empowering them

to pursue their dreams and make
meaningful contributions to the
global community.”

The ten talented students
were selected during the national
finals held in Muscat on 26th
June 2024. These students
emerged from a competitive
pool of 45 representing leading
universities across Oman. The
selection process was rigorous,
focusing on four key pillars that
define the program's mission: In-
novation, Digitalisation, Sustain-
ability and Entrepreneurship.

Innovation is fostered through
cutting-edge technological sem-
inars and expert interactions.
Digitalisation focuses on culti-
vating skills crucial for global dig-

ital transformation, while sus-
tainability is promoted through
environmental responsibility and
exposure to green technologies.
On the other hand, en-
trepreneurship combines theory
and practice, guiding participants
to develop commercially viable
solutions. This approach ensures
Seeds for the Future nurtures
well-rounded ICT leaders
equipped to address global chal-
lenges and drive industry innova-
tion. Seeds for the Future 2024
features Tech4Good, an en-
trepreneurship programme that
challenges young adults to ad-
dress social issues using digital
technologies. It focuses on sus-
tainable development and em-
powers students to create viable
tech-based solutions. 

The programme offers inten-
sive training, monthly workshops,
a global competition, and incen-
tives to help winning teams turn
innovative ideas into successful
businesses. In this mission,
Tech4Good aims to bridge the
gap between ICT skills and real-
world problem-solving, fostering
a new generation of socially con-
scious tech entrepreneurs. “This
initiative is a testament to our
belief that empowering youth is
key to building a fully connected,
intelligent world. Moreover, it
underscores the crucial role of
talent in digital transformation,
including building the digital
economy,” Steven added.

Reinforcing its commitment to
enhancing the travel experience,
Oman Air has resumed three
seasonal routes for winter;
Zurich (from October 5), Malé
(from October 27) and Moscow
(from October 29).

With fares starting from just
RO88 one-way, it’s the perfect
time for travellers to start plan-
ning their winter getaway.

With direct flights from Mus-
cat to over 40 destinations
across Europe, the Far East, In-
dian Subcontinent, Africa and
Middle East, and more frequen-

cies than any other airline, guests
can enjoy unmatched choice and
convenience. Oman Air is also
looking into increasing frequen-
cies on its most popular routes,
which will be announced soon.

Gearing up for the peak winter
season, the airline offers an ex-
citing range of travel experiences
for the whole family, from the
sun-soaked shores of the Mal-
dives to the snow-capped slopes
of Switzerland and the cultural
and historical riches of Russia, as
well as many more. Whether
travelling for business or leisure,

guests can take advantage of af-
fordable fares, seamless connec-
tivity and award-winning service.

Oman Air (WY) began oper-
ations in 1993. Initially founded
to serve important domestic
routes, it has since undergone
rapid growth and is today recog-
nised as a major international
carrier connecting cities around
the world to Oman’s stunning
nature, rich heritage and wel-
coming culture.

The award-winning airline has
been instrumental in transform-
ing Muscat into one of the Mid-

dle East’s most desirable travel
destinations, while supporting
adjacent commercial, industrial
and tourism activities.

With a young and modern
fleet including, among others,
fuel-efficient Boeing 737 and 787
Dreamliner aircraft, which fea-
ture luxuriously appointed interi-
ors, Oman Air is renowned for its
exceptional products and ser-
vices, both in the air and on the
ground, and for the signature
Omani hospitality it offers to
every guest throughout their
journey.

National Bank of Oman (NBO)
recently hosted an exclusive din-
ner event for its esteemed
Sadara Priority Banking clients at
the luxurious Salalah Anantara
Hotel on August 6.

The event was a resounding
success, reaffirming NBO’s com-
mitment to providing exceptional
personalised banking experi-
ences and fostering meaningful
relationships with its high-net-
worth clients.

The evening commenced with
a warm welcome, followed by an
insightful keynote speech.
Guests enjoyed a short presen-
tation highlighting the unique of-
ferings of the services. The night
was filled with fine dining and live
music, creating an ideal atmo-
sphere for networking and en-
gagement.

Ali Bin Mustafa al Lawati,
AGM - Head of Private Banking
and Segments at NBO, com-
mented on the significance of the
event. “We were pleased to host
this exclusive dinner for our
Sadara Priority Banking clients. It
was an excellent opportunity to
showcase our dedication to de-
livering personalised wealth
management services, premium
benefits, and priority access to fi-
nancial solutions. 

“Our purpose is to deepen our

relationship with clients and help
them experience excellence by
offering tailored financial advice
and bespoke services that cater
to their unique needs.”

NBO’s Sadara Priority Banking
is designed to enhance the bank-
ing experience for high-net-
worth clients by offering a range
of personalised services.

These include comprehen-
sive wealth management, dedi-
cated relationship managers,
and priority access to a suite of
financial solutions tailored to
meet the specific needs of each
client. 

Additional benefits include a
chauffeur service to and from

Muscat and Salalah airports, en-
suring a seamless and luxurious
experience for our valued clients.
The core objective of Sadara is to
foster long-term relationships by
delivering exceptional service
and bespoke financial advice.

Through this exclusive dinner,
NBO demonstrated its commit-
ment to being the leading finan-
cial partner for high-net-worth
individuals in Oman. 

The event highlighted NBO's
ongoing dedication to innovation
and excellence, showcasing the
bank’s ability to provide tailored
services that cater to the unique
and evolving needs of its distin-
guished clients.

In our ongoing commitment to
ensure the best healthcare for
our insurance beneficiaries, Al
Madina Takaful’s CEO Usama al
Barwani, and Deputy CEO
Shakaib Mahmood, recently vis-
ited Badr Al Samaa Royal Hospi-
tal.

This visit provided a compre-
hensive tour of the hospital’s
state-of-the-art facilities and lux-
urious infrastructure, showcas-
ing the serene healing
environment and advanced
medical technology.

The delegation was warmly
welcomed by the hospital’s ex-
ecutive directors, Moiden Bilal
and Firasath Hassan. Our team
explored key departments, in-
cluding the endoscopy suite, op-
eration theatre complex, radio

diagnosis, pathology lab, VIP
suites, and outpatient depart-
ments. 

The hospital’s seven centres
of excellence - Orthopaedics,
Urology, ENT, Mother & Child,

Minimal Access Surgery, Gas-
trointestinal Health, and Emer-
gency & Critical Care - were
highlighted during the tour.

This visit aimed to build con-
fidence in the quality of care that
our insurance beneficiaries can
expect. The first-hand experi-
ence assured us that Badr Al
Samaa Royal Hospital will pro-
vide extraordinary care and top-
notch facilities.

‘We are dedicated to ensur-
ing our clients have access to
the best healthcare services and
look forward to a continued
partnership with Badr Al Samaa
Royal Hospital. We extend our
gratitude to their team for their
warm hospitality and compre-
hensive tour,’ Al Madina Takaful
stated.

Oman Air resumes services to Zurich, Malé, Moscow
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NBO hosts exclusive dinner for Sadara
clients at Salalah Anantara Hotel

Esports
World Cup
draws 
massive
viewership
The Esports World Cup
(EWC), the world's largest
esports competition and
festival, is off to an unprece-
dented start as it makes
mark on the global sporting
calendar for the first time.

The Esports World Cup
Foundation (EWCF), the
non-profit organisation
dedicated to hosting the
EWC, has announced a
total of 177.5mn hours
watched over the first four
weeks, with a number of in-
dividual tournaments set-
ting viewership highs. 

In addition, a total of
US$16.5mn of the event’s
record-breaking US$60mn
prize pool has been dis-
tributed across nine of 22
total championships. Fi-
nally, the event’s daily festi-
val has attracted more than
1mn visitors during the first
half of the landmark event
taking place in Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia.

“After four quick weeks,
the Esports World Cup has
already surpassed our high-
est expectations,” said Ralf
Reichert, CEO, Esports
World Cup Foundation.
“When we started this jour-
ney, our goal was to
leapfrog the esports indus-
try with a historic global
event uniting the best
games, players and Clubs,
and reach fans beyond the
core esports enthusiasts,
while tapping into the 3.4bn
gamers around the world. 

“I’m proud that we’re
well on our way to achiev-
ing that goal here in Riyadh
with hundreds of millions of
viewers at home, and over a
million visiting onsite, shat-
tering a lot of 2024 esports
records.”

The regional finals bring together 157 
talented students from 14 countries across the
Middle East and Central Asia region. Students
are participating in Tech4Good competition
targeted at developing innovative solutions
addressing real-world challenges

10 Omani students to participate in
Huawei’s Seeds for the Future finals

We are dedicated to
ensuring our clients
have access to the
best healthcare ser-
vices and look for-
ward to a continued
partnership with
Badr Al Samaa
Royal Hospital
AL MADINA TAKAFUL

Al Madina Takaful visits Badr
Al Samaa Royal Hospital
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Moscow, Russia - Russia on Sat-
urday declared counterterror-
ism measures in the Bryansk
region, neighbouring Kursk
where the fighting with the
Ukrainian troops entered its fifth
day.

The decision was made by
Sergey Voronin, the head of the
regional office of the Federal Se-
curity Service (FSB), its press
service said in a statement.

The measures included tight-
ened security, including verifica-
tion of documents, and
protection of facilities.

The FSB asked the residents
of the region to stay alert and in-
form the law enforcement about
all suspicious incidents and indi-
viduals.

On the night of August 5-6,
Ukraine intensified shelling of
the Russian Kursk region. The
artillery barrage was followed
by an incursion of Ukrainian in-
fantry, supported by tanks and
armoured vehicles, near the city
of Sudzha.

The Russian Defence Min-
istry initially reported on Tues-
day that 300 Ukrainian troops,
11 tanks, and 20 armoured vehi-
cles had crossed the Russian
border. But on Wednesday,
Russian Chief of General Staff
Valery Gerasimov claimed that
around 1,000 Ukrainian service-
men were involved in the battle.

Experts suggest several pos-
sible objectives for the assault,
including the destruction of the
Sudzha gas station - through
which Russia pumps gas to Eu-
rope - diverting Russian com-
mand attention from Donbas,
disrupting the railway supply
route to Russian forces in
Ukraine’s Kharkiv region, and
boosting the morale of the

Ukrainian army.
On Saturday morning the

Russian Defence Ministry said
that the fighting in the Kursk re-
gion continues, adding that the
Russian aviation carried out
strikes on Ukraine’s positions
and engaged tank units.

IAEA warning
Meanwhile, IAEA, the UN’s nu-
clear watchdog, called for re-
straint from Ukraine and Russia
on Friday as fighting intensified
in Russia’s Kursk region, home

to one of the country’s largest
nuclear power stations.

Rafael Grossi, head of the In-
ternational Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA), said ‘maximum
restraint’ was needed to prevent
a nuclear disaster amid the on-
going conflict near the Kursk nu-
clear plant.

“I would like to appeal to all
sides to exercise maximum re-
straint in order to avoid a nu-
clear accident with the potential
for serious radiological conse-
quences,” Grossi said in a state-

ment released by the IAEA.
“I am personally in contact

with the relevant authorities of
both countries and will continue
to be seized of the matter.”

According to Russian media,
Moscow’s diplomatic mission in
Vienna informed the IAEA that
fragments, possibly from
downed missiles, were found at
the plant, though there was no
evidence of a direct attack.

Meanwhile, the state nuclear
energy company Rosatom said
the Kursk nuclear plant was op-
erating normally on Saturday.

There have been reports of
fierce fighting, deaths and casu-
alties in the Russian territory of
Kursk.

Ukrainian troops had ad-
vanced as far as 35KM (21
miles) into the region, according
to the US-based Institute for the

Study of War, although, they re-
portedly do not have full control
of the area.

Drone attack 
on Lipetsk
A Ukrainian drone attack in the
Russian city of Lipetsk killed one
civilian, the regional govern-
ment said on Saturday.

Lipetsk is located 300km
(around 185 miles) from the
Ukrainian border.

Governor Igor Artamonov
said Russian air defence inter-
cepted 19 Ukrainian drones
overnight, in a post on the Tele-
gram messaging app.

The Russian Defence Min-
istry also reported the intercep-
tion of 32 drones: 26 in the
Kursk region and six in
Yaroslavl.
Agencies

Russia: Counterterrorism measures
in Bryansk amid fighting in Kursk

Russian Defence Ministry said the fighting in the Kursk region continues and that Russian aviation carried out strikes on Ukraine’s positions

I would like to appeal to all sides to
exercise maximum restraint in
order to avoid a nuclear accident
with the potential for serious 
radiological consequences 
RAFAEL GROSSI

Tokyo, Japan - Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida  said on
Friday that his country will pro-
mote relations with Central
Asian republics.

It came after an earthquake
rattled Japan.

Kishida briefed Uzbekistan
President Shavkat Mirziyoyev
about his decision to cancel his
trip to Central Asia, during a
telephone call.

“There is no change in
Japan’s determination that
Japan will continue to strongly
promote its relations between
Central Asia and Japan as well
as bilateral relations between
Japan and Uzbekistan on the
occasion of the 20th anniver-
sary of the ‘Central Asia plus
Japan Dialogue’,’’ he told
Mirziyoyev, according to a
statement.

Kishida explained that fol-
lowing an earthquake on Thurs-
day off the coast of Miyazaki
Prefecture, and a major earth-
quake warning issued by the
Japan Meteorological Agency
that same day, he decided to
postpone his visit to deal with

crisis management and disaster
response. He said he regretted
missing the trip and would like
to appropriately coordinate his
future visit by considering vari-
ous circumstances.

Mirziyoyev said he under-
stands Kishida’s decision and
would like to continue to work
with Japan to strengthen bilat-
eral relations.

A strong 7.1 magnitude
earthquake hit southwestern
Japan on Thursday triggering a
tsunami alert.

Several injuries and damage
to buildings were reported in
Miyazaki and two neighbouring
provinces.

Kishida was set to fly to As-
tana to co-chair the first-ever
summit with Kazakhstan, Kyr-
gyzstan, Tajikistan, Turk-
menistan and Uzbekistan.

He was scheduled to fly later
to Mongolia to meet President
Ukhnaa Khurelsukh and Prime
Minister Luvsannamsrai Oyun-
Erdene.

Those programmes have
been delayed.
Anadolu Agency

Japan will promote
ties with Central
Asia: PM Kishida

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida 

Brasilia, Brazil - In a tragic
plane crash, all 61 people on-
board were killed in Sao Paulo
on Friday afternoon, CNN re-
ported citing a statement is-
sued by airline Voepass.

“The company regrets to
inform that all 61 people on
board flight 2283 died at the
scene,” Voepass said in a
statement, revising the death
toll down from an initial as-
sessment of 62 dead. There
were 57 passengers and four
crew members on board, the
company said.

The dramatic video of the
plane crash has been circulat-
ing online, showing how its
wrecked fuselage caught fire.

Although it’s unclear if any
of the passengers held dual
citizenship, airline personnel
stated that every passenger
had Brazilian documentation.

The ATR 72-500, a twin-
engine turboprop plane, de-
scended 17,000 feet in less
than a minute, according to
flight monitoring data, al-
though the reason for this is
yet unknown, CNN reported.

The flight, was en route to
Guarulhos, in Sao Paulo state,
from Cascavel in the Brazilian
state of Parana. It lost signal
shortly after leaving Cascavel
before 1:30pm local time, ac-
cording to Flightradar24 data.
ANI

61 onboard killed in
Brazil plane crash

Cape Town, South Africa - Thou-
sands of captive lions, who
spend their lives entertaining
tourists behind steel bars, are
kept ready for the day when they
will be killed under the guise of
hunting events.

Wild lions, who have lost the
majority of their population and
habitats due to human activity in
the last century, are struggling to
survive in the vanishing savannas
of Africa.

There were about 200,000
lions in the wild at the beginning
of last century, according to esti-
mates by the Oxford University
Wildlife Conservation Research
Unit.

By the end of the last century,
the population, which had dwin-
dled to around 33,000 due to
hunting and other human fac-

tors, had decreased by 43 per
cent since 2001.

Today, it is estimated that
23,000 lions remain in the wild.

Having lost nearly 95 per cent
of their historical natural habi-
tats, lions today primarily live in
well-protected national parks in
Tanzania, South Africa,
Botswana, Namibia, Zambia and
Zimbabwe. 

Research includes only lions
living in the wild in global lion
population estimates.

Captive lions, which are re-
moved from their natural habi-
tats and live in captivity, are
excluded from the list.

The term captive lions refers
to lions born and raised on spe-
cial farms for commercial pur-
poses. Those lions lack hunting
skills and do not adapt to the

wild due to their fearlessness of
humans.

Lion tourism
South Africa, which hosts one of
the largest lion populations in the

world, has about 3,500.
It is also one of the leading

countries with the largest captive
lion population.

According to a 2024 report by
the World Animal Protection So-

ciety, there are approximately
8,000 captive lions in 366 farms
in the country. The captive lion
industry, which generates more
than US$40mn annually for the
South African economy, is a sig-

nificant part of the tourism sec-
tor. Lions kept in private nature
reserves and farms across the
country are displayed to tourists
visiting the area for safaris, for a
fee.

Tourists who visit the facili-
ties, where entrance fees typi-
cally range from US$10 to US$15,
can pay an additional fee to pet
and take photos with lions sepa-
rated from their families. One of
the most popular activities
among tourists is watching cap-
tive lions being fed by caretakers.

Lion hunting
Captive lions, who spend their
lives entertaining tourists behind
steel bars and cages, are often
killed for sport by tourists from
Western countries when they
grow old.

South Africa, where captive
lion hunting is legal with a special
permit, is one of the leading cen-
tres for lion hunting worldwide.
According to a 2022 report by
Humane Society International,
approximately 4,000 captive
lions were hunted by foreigners
in South Africa between 2014
and 2018.

The report revealed that more
than half of the lions were hunted
by American tourists, followed
by Spaniards, Russians, Danes,
Canadians and Germans.

According to information ob-
tained by Anadolu reporters
from South African tourism
agencies, the cost of hunting par-
ties ranges from US$4,000 to
US$60,000 in 2024, depending
on the type of hunt and tour.
Anadolu Agency

Western hunts push Africa’s remaining 23,000 captive lions to extinction

There are approximately 8,000 captive lions in 366 farms in South Africa

Istanbul, Turkey - A UN body
urged action on Friday to stem
the worsening humanitarian sit-
uation in the Democratic Re-
public of Congo (DRC).

Food insecurity, internal dis-
placement and gender-based vi-
olence have reached record
levels in Congo, according to the
International Organization of
Migration (IOM).

“In eastern DRC, I met with
people who have been affected
by conflict their whole lives -
displaced multiple times, living
in the most challenging condi-
tions in makeshift camps. The
situation facing women and girls
- who are bearing the brunt of
this conflict - is particularly dis-
tressing, with soaring levels of
sexual and gender-based vio-
lence,” said IOM chief Amy

Pope, following a trip to Congo.
Fighting between the Con-

golese forces and the M23
armed group, the most active of

the hundreds in the country, has
displaced more than seven mil-
lion residents since the 1990s.

In addition, heavy rains and

floods have further displaced
tens of thousands, worsening
the humanitarian conditions.

“The humanitarian needs

here are vast. Yet the displaced
families I’ve spoken with here
told me that, more than any-
thing, they need peace to be
able to rebuild their lives,” said
Pope.

A conflict about land and
customary claims in western
Congo erupted in June 2022 be-
tween the so-called ‘native’ and
‘non-native’ communities lead-
ing to the killings and displace-
ments of hundreds, according to
Human Rights Watch.

Last June, violence broke out
after a group calling itself,
Mobondo, targeted Teke vil-
lagers with machetes and mili-
tary assault rifles.

Congolese security forces
conducted operations but failed
to quell the violence.
Anadolu Agency

UN body urges action to stem crisis in DR Congo

Food insecurity, internal displacement and gender-based violence have reached record levels in Congo

Captive lions, 
who spend their
lives entertaining
tourists behind
steel bars and
cages, are 
often killed for
sport by tourists
from Western
countries when
they grow old
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Gaza City, Palestine - At least
100 Palestinians were killed
early on Saturday when the Is-
raeli military bombed the Al-
Taba’een school in the Al-Daraj
neighbourhood in eastern Gaza
City.

The school was housing dis-
placed residents. Dozens were
injured in the attack.

Israeli military aircraft tar-
geted the school while worship-
pers were performing the fajr
(dawn) prayer, the Palestinian
news agency, Wafa, reported.

The Government Media Of-
fice in Gaza condemned the
school ‘massacre’, saying that
the attack is ‘part of a broader
campaign of genocide and eth-
nic cleansing against the Pales-
tinian people’.

In a statement, the media of-
fice said: “The occupation army
directly targeted displaced civil-
ians while performing fajr
(dawn) prayers, (which) led to
a rapid rise in the number of ca-
sualties.” It placed ‘full respon-
sibility for the massacre on the
Israeli occupation and the US
administration’.

The media office also urged
the international community

and global organisations to ‘put
pressure on Israel to stop the
ongoing genocide and ethnic
cleansing of civilians and dis-
placed people in the Gaza Strip’.

Meanwhile, the Israeli army
claimed the school contained
an ‘operating military head-
quarters’ for the Palestinian
group Hamas. It claimed that
‘several steps were taken to

minimise the risk of civilian
harm’.

With the bombing of Al-
Taba’een School, the total num-
ber of schools targeted by the
Israeli army in Gaza City over
the past week has increased to
six, according to an Anadolu
tally.

Despite appeals on Thursday
from mediators, including Egypt,

the US, and Qatar, to stop hos-
tilities, reach a ceasefire, and a
hostage exchange agreement,
Israel persists with its deadly of-
fensive on the Gaza Strip.

This escalation came amid
threats of retaliation by
Lebanon’s Hezbollah group fol-
lowing the assassination of its
top commander, Fuad Shukr, in
an Israeli airstrike on Beirut on

July 30 and Iran’s threats to re-
taliate after the assassination of
Hamas political bureau chief Is-
mail Haniyeh in the capital
Tehran on July 31, an attack at-
tributed to Tel Aviv.

The Israeli onslaught against
the Gaza Strip has killed nearly
39,700 people since last Octo-
ber following a cross-border at-
tack by the Palestinian

resistance group Hamas.
Meanwhile, the Palestinian

presidency on Saturday held the
US government responsible for
Israel’s attack on the school.

In a statement, Nabih Abu
Rudeineh, the spokesperson for
the Palestinian Presidency, con-
demned the attack and held the
US administration ‘responsible
for the massacre due to its fi-
nancial, military, and political
support for Israel’, according to
Wafa.

Abu Rudeineh said that ‘this
attack is part of a pattern of
daily atrocities committed by
Israeli occupation forces in
Gaza and the West Bank’.

He accused Israel of ‘at-
tempting to annihilate the
Palestinian people through col-
lective massacres and daily
killings while international si-
lence continues’.

The spokesman noted that
the recent attack occurred just
as the US announced US$3.5bn
in military aid to Israel ‘implicat-
ing the US in the ongoing geno-
cide’, according to the news
agency.

Abu Rudeineh called on the
US to press Israel to cease its
attacks and adhere to interna-
tional law, urging ‘an end to the
blind support that leads to the
killing of thousands of innocent
civilians, including children,
women, and the elderly’.

Separately, Rawhi Fattouh,
the president of the Palestinian
National Council, the legislative
body of the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO), con-
demned the ‘horrific and brutal
massacre’ carried out by the Is-
raeli forces.
Anadolu Agency

ISRAEL BOMBS SCHOOL IN GAZA, 
KILLS AT LEAST 100 PALESTINIANS

The school was housing displaced residents and dozens were injured in the attack

Tripoli, Libya - At least nine
people were killed and 16 oth-
ers injured on Friday during
clashes between two militias
in Tajoura, an eastern suburb
of the Libyan capital Tripoli,
the Ambulance and Emer-
gency Service said.

The service, however, did
not clarify whether the vic-
tims were civilians or com-
batants. A security source,
speaking to Anadolu on con-
dition of anonymity, stated
that the fighting was between
the Rahbat al-Duru and Al-
Shahida Sabriya militias.

The source said that the
conflict began after an assas-
sination attempt on Bashir
Khalafallah, the leader of Rah-
bat al-Duru. It did not confirm
who was behind the assassi-
nation attempt.

Libya has been plagued by
sporadic security issues amid

ongoing political division
since 2022.

The country is currently
governed by two rival admin-
istrations: the UN-recognised
Government of National
Unity (GNU) led by Abdul
Hamid Dbeibeh, based in
Tripoli, which controls the
western part of the country,
and the government of
Osama Hammad, appointed
by the House of Representa-
tives, which operates out of
Benghazi and governs the
eastern region and parts of
the south.

Efforts led by the UN to
hold parliamentary and pres-
idential elections have re-
peatedly stalled, prolonging
the country’s political dead-
lock and exacerbating the se-
curity situation in the oil-rich
nation.
Anadolu Agency

9 killed in clashes
between militias
in Libyan capital

Ankara, Turkey - The majority of
the population of 2.3mn people
in the Gaza Strip has been sys-
tematically forced to migrate
from their homes by the Israeli
army with its evacuation orders
since last October 7, and has
been driven into a small piece of
land.

According to UN data, nine
out of every 10 people in Gaza,
where approximately 2.3mn
Palestinians live, have been
forcibly displaced. Gazans, who
are forced to choose between
death and forced migration, have
been displaced many times.

The UN indicates that many
Gazans have been forced to mi-
grate once a month since last
October. The Israeli army also
carries out attacks on areas it
claims to be ‘safe’ under various
pretences.

As of October 7, 2023, the Is-
raeli army first concentrated its

attacks on the northern region,
where more than half of the pop-
ulation of Gaza lives.

In addition to intense
airstrikes, the Israeli army, which
rained bombs on the region from
sea and land, asked the 1.4mn
Palestinians in northern Gaza to
leave their homes, claiming that
the south was ‘safe’.

Palestinians, who did not want
to leave the region despite the
attacks, took shelter in hospitals
and schools.

However, on October 27, the
Israeli army launched a ground
offensive in northern Gaza, tar-
geting hospitals and schools in
the region, forcing thousands of
Palestinians to flee.

The vast majority of Palestini-
ans forced to flee from the north
took refuge in Khan Younis, the
second-largest city in Gaza.

On December 1, the Israeli
army launched a ground offen-

sive in Khan Younis, where
Palestinians fleeing from the
north had also taken refuge.

The Israeli army, which de-
clared Khan Younis a conflict
zone as in the north, asked the
Palestinians there to leave the re-
gion. After this, the Palestinians
hit the road again with the few

belongings they could take with
them.

Palestinians who were dis-
placed due to the attacks inten-
sifying in the north and in Khan
Younis migrated to Rafah, where
there is little construction on the
Egyptian border.

Because there were not

enough buildings in Rafah, tens
of thousands of Palestinians
struggled to survive in makeshift
tents.

The population of Rafah,
which had a population of about
280,000 before the Israeli at-
tacks, has increased more than
four times to 1.4mn as displaced
Palestinians took refuge in the
region.

US President Joe Biden re-
peatedly said that he opposes Is-
rael launching a ground offensive
in Rafah, where displaced Pales-
tinians have taken refuge.

However, Israel launched a
ground offensive in Rafah on
May 6, which Biden claimed was
a ‘red line’. Despite Rafah being
razed to the ground, the US ad-
ministration turned a blind eye to
the attacks, arguing that Israel
had not ‘crossed Biden’s red line’
in Rafah.
Anadolu Agency

Israel uses displacement as a systematic weapon in Gaza

Nine out of every 10 people in Gaza have been forcibly displaced

Washington, D.C., US - US Vice
President Kamala Harris told
pro-Palestine protesters chant-
ing slogans at her campaign
rally in Arizona that it is time to
‘get a ceasefire deal and get the
hostage deal done’.

According to The Hill news
website, Harris responded to
pro-Palestine supporters chant-
ing ‘Free Palestine’ at the rally in
Phoenix.

“I have been clear: now is the
time to get a ceasefire deal and
get the hostage deal done. Now
is the time,” she said.

Stressing that both US Presi-
dent Joe Biden and she are
working to get a ceasefire
agreement and for the return of
the prisoners, Harris said she re-

spected the views of pro-Pales-
tine supporters.

Meanwhile, US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken told Israeli
Defence Minister Yoav Gallant
on Friday that escalation in the
Middle East is in ‘no party’s in-
terest’ and urged an ‘urgent’
Gaza Strip ceasefire deal, ac-
cording to the State Department.

“The Secretary reaffirmed the
United States’ ironclad commit-

ment to Israel’s security and dis-
cussed how escalation is in no
party’s interest,” State Depart-
ment spokesman Matthew
Miller said in a statement. 

“The Secretary reiterated the
urgent need to reach a ceasefire
in Gaza that would secure the
release of hostages, allow a
surge of humanitarian assis-
tance, and create the conditions
for broader regional stability,” it

said.
He ‘underscored the impor-

tance of reaching a diplomatic
resolution that allows both Is-
raeli and Lebanese families to
return to their homes’, it added.

In a separate telephone call
with his Jordanian counterpart,
Ayman Safadi, Blinken dis-
cussed efforts to ‘calm tensions
in the region and prevent further
escalation of the conflict’, said

Miller.
“The Secretary stressed the

urgent need to conclude the
ceasefire deal and emphasised
that no party in the region
should take actions that would
jeopardise a ceasefire being
reached,” he added.

On Thursday, Egypt, Qatar
and US mediators urged Israel
and the Palestinian resistance
group, Hamas, to resume talks
in Doha or Cairo next week.

The renewed efforts come
after nearly 40,000 Palestinians
have been killed, mostly women
and children, and over 91,700
injured in Israel’s response to an
attack by Hamas on October 7,
which killed 1,139 Israelis.
Anadolu Agency

‘Now is the time to get a ceasefire deal’

Israeli military
aircraft
targeted the
school while
worshippers
were
performing
the fajr prayer

With bombing of
Al-Taba’een school,
the total number
of schools targeted
by Israeli army in
Gaza City over the
past week has 
increased to six

US Vice President Kamala Harris, during
an election  campaign rally in Arizona,
told pro-Palestine protesters that she 
respected their views and that both she
and US President Joe Biden were  
working to get a ceasefire agreement 
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Male, Maldives – India’s External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
called on Maldivian President
Mohamed Muizzu on Saturday,
reaffirming New Delhi’s commit-
ment to strengthening India-
Maldives relations for the benefit
of both nations and the wider re-
gion.

Maldives President Muizzu
thanked Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and the government of
India for always supporting the
island nation.

He further said that the ‘en-
during partnership’ between
New Delhi and Male continues

to bring the two nations closer
through cooperation in security,
development, and cultural ex-
change.

“It was a pleasure to meet
@DrSJaishankar today and join
him in the official handover of
water and sewerage projects in
28 islands of the Maldives. I
thank the Government of India,
especially Prime Minister
@narendramodi for always sup-
porting the Maldives. Our en-
during partnership continues to
strengthen, bringing our nations
closer through cooperation in
security, development, and cul-

tural exchange. Together, we
build a brighter, more prosper-
ous future for the region,”
Muizzu said in a post on X.

Jaishankar emphasised New
Delhi’s commitment to deepen-
ing India-Maldives ties for the
benefit of people in both coun-
tries and the region.

This meeting is part of Jais-
hankar’s three-day official visit to
the Maldives, which marks the
first high-level trip from India
after President Muizzu assumed
office last year.

“Privileged to call on President
Dr Mohamed Muizzu. Conveyed

greetings of PM @Naren-
draModi. Committed to deepen
India-Maldives ties for the bene-
fit of our people and the region,”
Jaishankar said in a post on X.

Earlier, Jaishankar also met
with Maldivian officials, including
Economic Development and
Trade Minister Mohamed Saeed,
Finance Minister Shafeeq, and
Maldives Monetary Authority
Governor Ahmed Munawar.

The meeting focused on en-
hancing economic and trade
partnerships between India and
the Maldives, as well as develop-
ment cooperation.

Jaishankar, Maldivian Foreign
Minister Moosa Zameer, and
Climate Change, Environment
and Energy Minister Thoriq
Ibrahim jointly planted a caram-
bola (star fruit) sapling in
Lonuziyaaraiy Park, Male, on
Saturday. The sapling represents
the commitment of both nations
to a sustainable future and sym-
bolises the enduring ties be-
tween India and the Maldives.

Jaishankar’s visit marks his
first visit to the island nation
after his re-appointment for the
second term.
ANI

India’s External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar meets with Maldives

President Mohamed Muizzu, in Maldives on Saturday (ANI)

Wayanad, India - Prime Minister
Narendra Modi asserted the cen-
tral government's support to Ker-
ala and said that it will be ensured
no work gets hampered due to
lack of money.

The PM chaired a review
meeting on Saturday after under-
taking an aerial and on-the-
ground survey of landslide
affected sites in Wayanad.

Over 300 people lost their
lives after massive landslides hit
Chooralmala and Mundakkai of
Wayanad on July 30.

PM Modi asserted the central
government’s support to Kerala
and said that it will be ensured no
work gets hampered due to lack
of money.

Speaking on occasion, the
Prime Minister said that the cen-
tral government will make all ef-
forts to fulfil all state government
requests. He said that as soon as
he was informed of the situation
in Wayanad when the landslides
hit, a Minister of State was sent
to the state to take stock of the
situation. NDRF, Army and Air
Force teams were also deployed
for rescue and relief operations.

“I had a conversation with
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
the morning when the incident
took place and assured him that

we would provide assistance and
try to reach the spot as soon as
possible. NDRF, SDRF, army, po-
lice, doctors, everyone tried to
help the victims at the earliest. All
the agencies of the central gov-
ernment were mobilised immedi-
ately,” PM Modi said.

“I want to assure the families
of the deceased that they are not
alone. We are all standing with
them. The central government
stand with the Kerala govern-
ment and we will ensure no work
is hampered due to the lack of
money,” he added.

The prime minister said that
his heart felt heavy as he visited
the landslide-hit sites and also
when he met the survivors at the
relief camp. He highlighted the
importance of collective efforts in
rehabilitation.

“This disaster is not normal.
The dreams of thousands of fam-
ilies have been shattered. I have
seen the situation on the spot. I
met the victims at relief camps
who faced this disaster. I also met

the injured patients in the hospi-
tal,” he added.

The meeting was attended by
CM Pinarayi Vijayan, Governor
Arif Muhammed Khan, Union
Minister Suresh Gopi, State Min-
isters A Rajan, A K Saseendran, P
A Mohammed Riyas, and Kerala
ADGP (law and order) M R Ajith
Kumar.

Meanwhile, 171 personnel
from Pangode Military Station,
who were deployed in Wayanad
to undertake rescue operations,
returned on Saturday. The per-
sonnel were given grand recep-
tion on their return at Pangode
station. As per officials, 12 per-
sonnel are still deployed in
Wayanad to continue with the
rescue operations.

Earlier in the day, PM Modi
visited a relief camp and met sur-
vivors of landslides in Wayanad.
The prime minister interacted
with the survivors at the camp.

PM undertook an aerial survey
of the landslide-affected areas in
Wayanad before physically visit-
ing the location of the disaster to
review relief and rehabilitation ef-
forts in the region.

CM Pinarayi Vijayan, Governor
Arif Muhammed Khan and Union
Minister Suresh Gopi accompa-
nied the PM in the helicopter.

As the prime minister under-
took an on-the-ground review of
the affected sites, he was briefed
on the situation by Kerala ADGP
(law and order) M R Ajith Kumar.
ANI

India: PM Modi ensures support
to landslide-affected Wayanad

Prime Minister Narendra Modi visits the landslide-affected area in Wayanad, Kerala on Saturday (ANI)

Dhaka, Bangladesh - Bangladesh
was thrust into the global spot-
light this week after large-scale,
violent unrest forced the coun-
try’s long-time premier, Sheikh
Hasina, to quit and flee to neigh-
bouring India.

The mass protests began as a
student movement against quo-
tas in government jobs but then
escalated into a broader anti-
government uprising.

The quota scheme reserved
over half of well-paid and secure
government jobs for specific
groups. Many protesters saw it
as discriminatory and unfair, par-
ticularly at a time when
Bangladesh is facing economic
stress.

“There weren’t many jobs
being created in the private sec-
tor as well,” Ahsan H Mansur, an
economist and director of the
Policy Research Institute of

Bangladesh, told DW.
“The unemployment issue is

the root cause of the student
movement,” he added.

Not enough 
jobs for the youth
During Hasina’s 15-year rule,
Bangladesh made some eco-
nomic progress, building big-
ticket projects such as highways,
rail lines and ports, as well as ex-
panding the electric grid.

The country’s garment indus-
try also became one of the
world’s most competitive.

But the US$450bn economy
has struggled since the COVID-
19 pandemic. Shrinking foreign
exchange reserves even pushed
the government to seek a multi-
billion-dollar loan from the Inter-
national Monetary Fund.

Even though the South Asian
country’s gross domestic prod-

uct is currently growing at over
five per cent annually, it has
struggled to create enough, de-
cent-paying jobs for its vast
youth population.

Nearly half of Bangladesh’s
170mn people are aged under

30. While this is generally seen
as a demographic dividend, it
could turn into a ‘demographic
curse’ if these people can’t find
productive employment, said
Mansur.

Joblessness among people

aged 15 to 24 in the country was
a high 15.7 per cent in 2023, ac-
cording to the International
Labour Organization.

At the same time, hundreds of
thousands of young new gradu-
ates are entering the labour mar-

ket every year. “But they are not
employable, given the extremely
poor quality of education and the
lack of required skills,” said
Mansur, pointing out that the
youth ‘felt deprived, cheated
upon and that they will never get
employed’.

Soaring prices 
hit people hard
Against this backdrop, one of the
big tasks facing the interim gov-
ernment led by Nobel laureate
Muhammad Yunus, which was
sworn in on Thursday, will be to
facilitate job growth.

But that’s not the only chal-
lenge. Bangladesh has seen per-
sistently high inflation in recent
years, with the rate hovering at
nearly 10 per cent in 2023.

Rising food and commodity
prices, in particular, have been a
major concern for many

Bangladeshis. “People have been
frustrated and the income distri-
bution and inequality was getting
very bad in the country,” said
Mansur.

Fahmida Khatun, head of re-
search at the Centre for Policy
Dialogue think tank in Dhaka,
told DW that the economic situ-
ation in Bangladesh has been de-
teriorating for the past couple of
years.

She pointed to high inflation-
ary pressure worldwide since the
COVID-19 pandemic and the
start of Russia’s war against
Ukraine. “But over the past two
years, almost all countries have
managed to bring their inflation
down, except Bangladesh,” she
said. Khatun blamed the situa-
tion on the central bank’s inabil-
ity to take appropriate measures
to tackle the problem.
DW

President Mohamed Muizzu thanks India for supporting Maldives

Modi chaired
a review
meeting after
undertaking
an aerial and
on-the-ground
survey of
landslide
affected sites

Lagos, Nigeria - Nigerians took to
the streets for the tenth and final
day of protests on Saturday,
Nigerian media reported.

Thousands of people have
been demonstrating to express
frustration over the high cost of
living, with protests turning vio-
lent last Thursday.

Hundreds of police officers
and security personnel were de-
ployed in major cities across
Nigeria, the country’s Punch
daily newspaper reported. It said
that police were seen at major
bus stops in the country’s most
populous city, Lagos.

It said that while protests ap-
peared to be dying down in parts
of the country, ‘momentum was
sustained’ in the northern states
of Kano, Kaduna and Bauchi and
in the southern state of Rivers.

The government of the south-
western state of Lagos hailed
protesters for staying home.

“Your stoppage of the protest
today is a crystal clear affirma-
tion of the fact that you know
your collective voice has been
heard by the government,” Lagos
state Information Commissioner
Gbenga Omotoso was cited by
the Nigerian daily newspaper
The Guardian as saying.

Meanwhile, Punch reported
that organisers threatened to

lock down the country as part of
a ‘One Million Man March’
planned for Saturday.

Why are people
protesting?
Nigeria has been suffering a cost-
of-living crisis amid skyrocketing
inflation - which reached its high-
est point in 28 years - and stag-
nating wages. The protests come
after major strikes were able to
win some meagre gains for the
minimum wage.

Protesters have been de-
manding that President Bola
Ahmed Tinubu reduce fuel prices
that also shot up after he imple-
mented a partial end to petrol
and electricity subsidies, as well
as devaluing the local currency.

Security forces have been ac-
cused of using excessive force
against protesters.

According to the Nigerian
newspaper The Guardian, 22
deaths have been recorded and
175 people have been injured in
the protests. Police have made
1,154 arrests in connection with
demonstrations, the newspaper
said.

On Sunday, Nigerian Presi-
dent Bola Ahmed Tinubu urged
demonstrators to stop protesting
and ‘create room for dialogue’.
DW

Nigeria: Police step
up presence on 10th
day of protests

Bangladesh: Muhammad Yunus has work cut out to boost economy, jobs

I want to assure the
families of the 
deceased that they
are not alone...  we
will ensure no work is
hampered due to the
lack of money
NARENDRA MODI



LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 and

only one instance of each number

You have three minutes to find
all the words contained in this
word. 

Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don’t count
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Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by
linking adjacent letters - to the left,
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal
to each other. The Boggles Classic
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words
are valued at one point for each
letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one
point, a four letter word is  worth
two points, and so on. Valid words
must be at least three letters long. 

SOLUTION
20-25 words: Excellent, 
15-20 words: Very good, 
10-15 words: Good, 
5-10 words: Average
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GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21
A sense of ease pervades your thoughts and feelings. A sense of

ease also pervades your expressions of those thoughts and

feelings. It's a kind of gliding, sliding, airy sensation. This is a

nice space to be in, and you should do your best not to fight it

(even if you are used to a little more resistance). Instead, go

with it and see what comes out of this easy, breezy momentum.

It could be surprising, even for you!

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20
Take care of any chores around the house before you leave for

the day, because you're going to want to have the rest of the day

free of worry to make room for a few fantastic, highly creative

ideas. As soon as you get home, write down all your inspirations

before you forget them. In all the excitement, you'll be glad you

don't have to do any of those dirty dishes!

TEST YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE

Answers:1. A  2. A 3. C

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22
If there's one thing you're not lacking today it's patience. That's

good...to a point. With patience, as with all things, you shouldn't

overdo it. Moderation in patience is a virtue too, and if

somebody is trying your patience too much, try a little

impatience with them in the afternoon. You might even try

downright annoyance, if impatience doesn't get results. Don't

worry. You've earned the right to be demanding.

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22
Some time in the middle of the morning, you could very well

sense a mind-altering wave of creativity creeping over you. It's

an inspirational kind of moment (that lasts, as a matter of fact,

all day long) and there's not much you can do other than

welcome it and do your best to listen to whatever intimations

of great new ideas it's whispering to you.

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22
It's about perseverance today. Whatever you're doing, keep at

it. You could be sidetracked from your initial goals by an

unexpected interruption, but you can't let that stop you from

trying to get back on track. Throwing up your hands and giving

up has never been your strategy for handling problems, and

you shouldn't even consider it today. People admire your

stick-to-it attitude. It's part of the reason you're so inspiring.

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBE
You usually aren't shy about expressing your feelings, so why

has the cat got your tongue? Maybe the nature of what you have

to communicate is especially tricky. Or maybe you really care

about how your "I like you" or "I'm mad" or "I'm a little sad"

message will be received. If you're feeling extra sensitive now,

take it slow. Spend a little time reassuring yourself that you're

great, and then tell them whatever it is you have to tell them.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21
You've come to a fork in the road, though this fork might look

more like a starfish, with choices leading in every direction.

Which way should you go? You can always turn around and go

back down the road the way you came, you know. Instead of

feeling overwhelmed by all these possibilities, embrace them.

In all likelihood, each path you could choose holds its own joys

and sorrows.

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER21
You could start the day lending an ear to a friend who has a

crisis on their hands. Then, after providing a strong shoulder

and the emotional equivalent of a cup of tea, your energies

shift to your own emotions in the afternoon. You will be taking

a long, hard look at what you're getting and what you still need.

Then ask yourself how you can get those needs met.

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18
You have a knack for putting intangibles into words. This will

come in handy when some hard to pin down tension builds at

work. Who will step in to save the day by telling the boss that

nobody's happy about the changes in the office? You will. 

Who will suggest that maybe you're all due for overtime pay 

or more time off? You will. It's a tough job, but somebody has

to do it.

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
You like to make cranes out of origami paper. You like to make

dioramas out of shoe boxes. You like to make sculptures that

express your ideas about life and growth and beauty out of

toothpicks and soda cans. Or something along those lines. Yes,

you're a mighty creative person, whether you express yourself

in watercolors or heartfelt emails or by building computers

from component parts. Have fun!

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20
When you feel sad, mad, bad, or frustrated, you create. The

same is true when you feel happy, pleased, ecstatic, or content.

Making things up is the way that you say "here I am" in this

world. You're on a roll. What are you making? What kind of

pleasure is it bringing you? What's the mood behind it? See if

you can answer some of those questions as you fashion your

latest masterpiece.

ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19
If you've been doing some personal improvement work lately,

you know, the kind where you take a look at yourself and figure

out where you could stand an attitude adjustment or new

outlook or maybe benefit from daily painting projects, you're

now well on your way toward successful completion of this

stage of the project. Take stock of what you've done so far and

give yourself a pat on the back.

YOUR DAILY HOROSCOPE

1. Which of these animal films
was released last?
A. Babe
B. Jaws
C. Lassie Come Home
D. Lady and the Tramp

2. What was the venue for the
2021 Ryder Cup?
A. Whistling Straits, Wiscon-
sin, US
B. Singing Sands, Islay, UK
C. Thunderbird, California, US
D. The Belfry, Warwickshire,
UK

3. When Hugo Chávez entered
the Venezuelan Military Acad-
emy in 1971 at the age of 17,
what was he aiming to be?
A. A fire fighter
B. A naval engineer
C. A professional baseball
player
D. An aviator

ACROSS
I) Mariner's "Halt!"

6) Swipe, slangily

10) Big blowout

14) Match starter

15) "King of the road"

16) Certain vocal range

17) Duvall's "The Godfa-

ther" role

18) Fermi's study

19) Nasty remark

20) Where Cockney is

spoken

23) Rowlands of "Gloria"

24) All wired up

25) Ides of March word

28) House of Henry VIII

3 I) Like Lucifer

32) Trouble for Pauline

33) Tampa gridder, for

short

36) House paint option

40) Kitchen amt.

41) Dreads sporter

42) Klensch of fashion

43) Boxcars, in dice

44) Seltzer, tonic, etc.

46) Making all stops

49) Let off steam

50) Kind of consonant

sound

56) Lot unit

57) Merino's coat

58) Word before "wave"

or "basin"

60) Paparazzo's wares, for

short

61) Descartes quote word

62) Overdo it

63) Proofer's mark

64) Rating unit

65) Shimon of Israel

DOWN

I) Flooring wood

2) Osso buco meat

3) Jason's craft

4) Hypnotist of fiction

5) Easy to slice

6) Accra's land

7) Zillions

8) Reed section member

9) NYC gallery

l 0) Thanksgiving kitchen

gadget

11) Tim of "Home Im-

provement"

12) Uses a Taser on

13) Vast crowd

21) Like-minded

22) Vodka brand, for short

25) Oscar superlative

26) Times to revel

27) Spineless sort

28) Lab jobs

29)_ Minor (Little Bear)

30) "What's the _ ?"

("Who cares?")

32) Put forward

33) Liver secretion

34) Map initials until 1991

35) Cartoonist Addams,

familiarly

3 7) Cookout need

38) Not strict at all

39) "Not today, sorry"

43) Most like Solomon

44) Tillis of country

45) Marching perfectly

46) Axel and lutz

47) Footnote abbr.

48) "The Odyssey"

temptress

49) Reason for a decora-

tion

51) Is short

52) Basis for a suit

53) Forum garb

54) Sign of decay

55) Hors d'oeuvres spread

59) Gibson_ Paul guitar

DAILY CROSSWORD
NOTE PAD



Paris, France - Spain secured the
gold medal in the Olympic men’s
football tournament after substi-
tute Sergio Camello scored twice
in extra time to earn a dramatic
5-3 win over hosts France in a
nail-biting final at Parc des
Princes on Friday.

The teams were locked at 3-3
at the end of normal time but
Camello scored 10 minutes into
the extra period and again at the
end to earn Spain their first
Olympic men’s football title
since 1992 when La Roja claimed
the gold medal on home soil.

France had mounted an in-
credible comeback after going 3-
1 down to send the game to extra
time as Maghnes Akliouche
pulled a goal back in the 79th be-
fore a VAR review awarded the
hosts a penalty that Jean-
Philippe Mateta converted in
stoppage time.

Spain, who won the European
championship last month, rallied

in the first half after Enzo Millot
opened the scoring for France in
the 12th minute by scoring three
goals in 10 minutes to get within
touching distance of the title
thanks to a Fermin Lopez double
and superb free-kick from Alex
Baena.

“It is something beautiful, but
above all I’m happy for the play-

ers, for the way they achieved the
win” Spain coach Santi Denia told
reporters. “It was an amazing
match against a high-level French
team. I’m proud also of the model
of play we represent.”

France’s Millot had scored
early by pouncing on a loose ball
in the box to fire into the top left
corner after a poor attempted

block by Spanish goalkeeper
Arnau Tenas. 

Spain equalised six minutes
later when the unmarked Lopez
passed the ball into the net first-
time and the Barcelona mid-
fielder gave his side the lead with
his second in the 25th. 

Baena curled his free kick into
the top left corner just before the

half hour but France made it 3-2
11 minutes from time through Ak-
liouche’s close-range touch after
a set piece.

As Spain looked set to cele-
brate winning the title, the drama
really began when the referee

was called to the TV screen to
check on a foul by Benat Turri-
entes on fellow substitute Ar-
naud Kalimuendo in the penalty
area. A spot kick was awarded
and Mateta equalised with his
sixth goal of the tournament.

Spain players celebrate Sergio Camello’s goal in the Olympic men’s football final against France 
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Camello
scores
double in
extra-time as
La Roja beat
France to
win gold 

SPAIN REIGN AGAIN

It is something beautiful, but above
all I’m happy for the players, for the
way they achieved the win. It was 
an amazing match against a 
high-level French team. 
SANTI DENIA 

Barca sign
Olmo from
Leipzig 
Barcelona, Spain - Spain at-
tacking midfielder Dani
Olmo has joined LaLiga gi-
ants Barcelona from Bun-
desliga club RB Leipzig on a
six-year deal, the Spanish
club said on Friday.

Barca, who kick off their
domestic season next week
at Valencia, said the 26-
year-old Olmo had signed
until June 2030, returning to
the club where he spent
seven years in the youth
academy before joining Di-
namo Zagreb aged 16.

Despite not disclosing the
transfer fee, which media re-
ports have put at around 55
million euros. Barca con-
firmed that his buy-out
clause was set at 500 mil-
lion euros. The versatile
Olmo was a vital part of his
country’s Euro 2024 tri-
umph, finishing as one the
tournament’s top scorers
with three goals and one of
six Spain players in UEFA’s
team of the tournament.

Earlier on Friday, Olmo
announced he was leaving
the club after more than four
years. He has played 148
times for the team in all
competitions, scoring 29
goals and winning two Ger-
man Cups. “Two Cups and
the Super Cup are just some
of the many unforgettable
moments that’ll always stay
with me. Thank you RB
Leipzig, you’ll forever be in
my heart,” Olmo said.

Paris, France - France should be
proud of their extraordinary
Olympic run despite failing to
win their first gold medal in 40
years at the men’s soccer tour-
nament, coach Thierry Henry
said after their 5-3 extra-time
defeat by Spain in the final on
Friday.

The hosts, cheered by pas-
sionate local fans who packed
the Parc des Princes stands,
pushed Spain to the limit after
coming from 3-1 down in the
final minutes to send the match
into extra time.

Although Sergio Camello’s
double for Spain broke French
hearts, boss Henry will remem-

ber the tournament and his sil-
ver medal as something that
united the country.

“It was magical. I told the
guys that I was proud of them
and that we’ve got a medal at
the end. Sure this is not how we
wanted to be but the story is

amazing,” former France inter-
national Henry told reporters.

“I think everybody enjoyed. It
didn’t end well but there was
emotion, a medal and a beautiful
journey. We are a beautiful
country when we are together.
It’s beautiful to see people with
jerseys, people with flags at the
Olympics. It’s difficult to cele-
brate this medal but we have to.
There was a story, an amazing
human journey.”

Overage player and captain
Alexandre Lacazette, who last
played for the senior French
team in 2017, also described
their Olympic run as unforget-
table.

Henry disappointed, but hails France’s ‘beautiful journey’

French coach Thierry Henry (C) and his players acknowledge the crowd after the match

It was magical. I
told the guys that I
was proud of them
and that we’ve got
a medal at the end. 
THIERRY HENRY 

Paris, France - France beat the
world number one ranked side
Poland 3-0 to win the Olympic
men's volleyball gold on Satur-
day, defending their title from
the Tokyo Games but this time
on home soil inside a rocking
South Paris Arena 1.

France are only the third
country to win back-to-
back golds in men's
volleyball after
the former So-
viet Union and
the United
States.

The U.S. had
beaten world
champions Italy in
straight sets on Fri-
day to take the
bronze medal.

Jean Patry led the way for
the hosts with 17 points and
Trevor Clevenot had 11 while
Antoine Brizard chipped in
with crucial blocks at the net
as France claimed a 15th gold
medal at their home Games
with a 25-19 25-20 25-23 vic-
tory.

"It's incredible. Right from

the start we've been pushed
by the fans. The crowd was
crazy," Clevenot said.

"Everyone did well to beat a
team like Poland. We will party
tonight. We won't finish early!"

Poland, back in the final
after 48 years, were left to rue
a missed opportunity to claim

their second gold.
Poland's biggest
star Wilfredo

Leon, who had
94 points in
Paris, had a
quiet game by

his standards
with just nine

points.

Norway win
women’s

handall 
Norway overcame a hostile
home crowd to beat France
29-21 in the women's handball
final to win Olympic gold at
the Pierre Mauroy stadium on
Saturday.

Hosts France had to settle
for silver while Denmark ear-
lier took bronze. 

Kenya’s Beatrice Chebet wins women’s 10,000 metres gold on Friday

Paris, France - Kenya’s Beatrice
Chebet surged to the Olympic
women’s 10,000 metres gold
medal in 30 minutes 43.25 sec-
onds on Friday to add to her
5,000 title at the Games.

Italian Nadia Battocletti earned
sweet redemption after just miss-
ing the podium in the 5,000m,
taking silver in 30:43.35, and
Dutchwoman Sifan Hassan failed
to defend her Tokyo crown as she
finished third in 30:44.12.

World record holder Chebet
did her share of the early pace-
making and when the pack broke
into a sprint with one lap remain-
ing she pulled away on the final

turn to deliver Kenya’s first gold
medal in the event.

“To do the 5,000m and
10,000m is not something easy.
But just focus, and know that you
can achieve,” she told reporters. 

Battocletti, who finished third
in the 5,000m but had her
bronze medal taken away when
Kenyan Faith Kipyegon’s disqual-
ification was overturned, made
sure of her podium spot in the
longer race.

Eritrea’s Rahel Daniel, the
leader through the first two laps,
dropped out after 2,000 metres
as Chebet stayed near the front
of the pack at a comfortable pace.

Paris, France - Before participat-
ing at the Olympic Games Paris
2024, the Under-23 Morocco
side had never even made it out
of the football group stages be-
fore.

But here in Europe, they broke
new ground and rewrote the his-
tory books.

While their quest for gold was
stunted in a semi-final defeat by
Spain, the African nation still had
a chance at making the podium.

And that is exactly what they
did, winning a first-ever Olympic
medal in style as they picked
apart Egypt in a thumping 6-0
victory.

Abde Ezzalzouli opened the
scoring just after the 20-minute
mark before Soufiane Rahimi
doubled their advantage just mo-
ments later with his seventh goal
of the tournament.

Bilal El Khannouss added a
third soon after the interval be-
fore Rahimi completed his brace.

And just in case there was any
doubt, a fifth from Akram
Nakach sealed their place on the
podium late on.

Morocco captain Achraf
Hakimi wanted in on the action
too, curling home a pinpoint free-
kick to emphasise just how
thrilling this side have been.

Kenya’s Chebet wins
10,000m for double

Morocco put six past Egypt
to win historic bronze

Morocco’s Achraf Hakimi celebrates his goal with teammates 

ELSEWHERE

Dani Olmo

Fiorentina
sign keeper
De Gea
Florence, Italy - Fiorentina
have signed former Spain
and Manchester United
goalkeeper David De Gea,
who has been without a
team for the past year, the
Serie A club said on Friday.

The 33-year-old, who
began his career at Atletico
Madrid where he won the
Europa League and UEFA
Super Cup, has signed a
one-year deal with the op-
tion of a further year.

De Gea left Manchester
United in July 2023 at the
end of his contract after 12
seasons, having won the
Premier League title, the FA
Cup, two League Cups and
the Europa League.

The keeper, who won the
last of his 45 caps for Spain
in 2020, joins a club who
finished eighth in the stand-
ings last season and have
lost the last two Conference
League finals.

David De Gea

France triumph in volleyball

France players 

celebrate a point 



Paris, France - Rai Benjamin fi-
nally got the better of great rival
Karsten Warholm to win the
Olympic 400 metres hurdles
title on Friday, continuing the
United States’ athletics gold rush
and foiling the Norwegian’s bid
to be the second man to retain
the title.

Benjamin, second behind
Warholm in the Tokyo final and
twice adrift of him when collect-
ing two silvers and a bronze in
world championships, always
looked in control and equalled his
season’s best 46.46 seconds.

World record holder
Warholm, who has struggled to
hit those stratospheric levels this
season, battled all the way home
for silver in 47.06.

Brazilian Alison dos Santos,
who took bronze in Tokyo but
made Friday’s final only as a fast
loser, got the bronze again in
47.26 as the three quickest men
ever to run the event filled the
podium. “I can’t believe I actually
finally did it,” the 27-year-old

Benjamin told reporters.
“It just happened at the right

moment. My family is here, my
friends are here. To do it in front
of them means so much to me.
I’m just so excited.”

Asked when he felt he had the
race in the bag, he said five me-
tres before the line.

“I thought I’d better dip but no

one was there so I thought ‘wait
a minute, hold on, I’m actually
doing this’. And I did it. Just a
great feeling.

“It does suck when people
doubt your abilities, not knowing
the full story of what’s going on.
I’ve been battling injury, there’s a
lot of stuff that happens off the
track that nobody really sees.”

Benjamin’s gold took his
country’s Paris athletics tally to
11, with another 10 silver and

eight bronze. That is in stark con-
trast with France. The presence
of local favourite Clement Ducos
in the field cranked up the vol-
ume as the home fans were des-
perate to see a first French
athletics medal, but he fell short
in fourth, leaving them only Sat-
urday’s final session to try to
break the drought.
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Rai Benjamin of the United States celebrates after winning gold

Paris, France - Ethiopia’s Tamirat
Tola won gold in the men’s
marathon at the Paris Games on
Saturday while Kenyan Eliud Kip-
choge, who had been bidding for
an unprecedented third consec-
utive Olympic crown, failed to
finish.

Belgium’s Bashir Abdi took sil-
ver, improving on his bronze
from Tokyo, and Kenya’s Benson
Kipruto claimed bronze.

Tola built a strong lead early
on and crossed the finish line in
two hours, six minutes and 26
seconds.

Emerging from a pack of fron-
trunners from the first steep as-
cent of an exceptionally hilly
course, the former cross country
specialist seemed only to
strengthen on the second hill as
others faded behind him.

Tola had an 18-second lead by
the 35km mark, which he ex-
tended as the Eiffel Tower came
into sight and crowds lining the
streets roared him on. He be-
came the first Ethiopian winner
of the Olympic men’s marathon

in 24 years.
Tola’s victory was all the more

sweet given he was not initially
on the team, having been called
up after Sisay Lemma withdrew
due to a hamstring injury. Tola,

32, won the New York marathon
last year in a course record.

He crossed the finish line
cheered on by Haile Gebrse-
lassie, Ethiopia’s former double
Olympic 10,000m champion,

whom he has cited as one of his
inspirations to become a
marathon runner.

Abdi and Kipruto were jostling
with Ethiopia’s Deresa Geleta for
the next two steps on the

podium but Geleta faded in the
last two kilometres.

Abdi, who began his career
competing in the 5,000 and
10,000 metres, finished in
2:06:47 with 33-year-old Kipruto
posting a time of 2:07:00.

Kipruto had posted the fastest
time in the world this year having
won the Tokyo Marathon in
March in a personal best of
2:02:16.

He dedicated his bronze
medal to Kelvin Kiptum, who
died in a car crash in February at
the age of 24, having broken the
marathon world record in
Chicago last year.

Kipchoge, widely considered
the greatest marathon runner of
all time, failed to bag a third con-
secutive gold, defeated by the
first ascent of the course that
took athletes out to Versailles.

He had been among the fron-
trunners but that hill broke up the
leading pack and proved too
much for the 39-year-old, who
was participating in his fifth
Olympics.

Paris, France - Spain’s Jordan
Diaz won gold in the men’s triple
jump on Friday, securing his
country’s first ever Olympic
medal in the event by defeating
defending champion Pedro
Pichardo of Portugal who had to
settle for silver.

Pichardo and Diaz were neck-
and-neck after two attempts,
with Diaz jumping 17.86 metres,
two centimetres ahead of his
rival.

Pichardo thought he had
beaten the Spaniard with his last
attempt, but when the result

came out - 17.81m - he threw
himself to the ground in disap-
pointment.

It was a stunning Olympic
debut for the 23-year-old Diaz
who shook the sport this year by
leaping 18.18m in June, the third
best jump of all time and only
11cm short of the world record.

“I’ve had this dream since I
was a child,” said Diaz, who was
born in Cuba but moved to Spain
to train and got citizenship. “I’m
so happy, and I also need a holi-
day right now.”

Pichardo, meanwhile, said he

made mistakes during the final
and paid for it.

“I’m not very motivated to
keep going, I’m going to think
about it,” the 31-year-old told re-
porters.

Italy’s Andy Diaz Hernandez,
who is also originally Cuban but
took Italian nationality, won
bronze with a 17.64m jump.

“I am very happy, because it is
the first time I’ve competed in
the Italian jersey, for the Italian
flag. I had promised all Italians to
take a medal, and for this first
time, I made it,” he said.

Paris, France - Canada won the
men’s Olympic 4x100m relay for
the second time on Friday after
hot favourites the United States
messed up a changeover yet
again and were disqualified.

Andre de Grasse ran a superb
last leg to bring the Tokyo silver
medallists home in 37.50 sec-
onds for a second gold in the
event following their 1996 suc-
cess. Akani Simbine, the nearly
man of 100 metres, also ran a ter-
rific last leg to get South Africa
silver in an African record 37.57,
as did Zharnel Hughes to earn
Britain bronze in 37.61.

Canada, running in the outside
lane, were led off well by Aaron
Brown. Jerome Blake and Bren-
don Rodney kept them in con-
tention with slick changeovers
regularly honed under respected
coach Glenroy Gilbert who was a
member of the victorious 1996
squad. However, once all the last-
leg runners had the baton in

hand, it was Japan leading from
Italy, who had used Tokyo 100m
champion Lamont Marcell Ja-
cobs on the second leg.

De Grasse, the Tokyo gold
medallist over 200, Simbine, who
has an incredible six fourth or fifth
place finishes in individual global
100s, and Hughes, all tore past
them, with Canada doing just
enough to win the race. “It feels
pretty amazing,” De Grasse said.
“To be out with these guys, my
brothers, I’ve been with them
since the beginning of time and it
feels good to bring it to fruition.” 

“The individuals didn’t go our
way but when we come together
we’re a real strong team. You can
never count us out, we feel
great,” Brown said.

Crossing the line way behind
was individual bronze medallist
Fred Kerley, who was involved in
the botched changeover that saw
them fail to make the final at the
last Olympics.

Ethiopia’s Tola takes marathon gold
as Kenyan Kipchoge fail to finish

Spain’s Diaz topples Pichardo to win triple jump gold

Canada win sprint relay as
US mess up changeover Ethiopia’s Tamirat Tola wins gold in the men’s marathon on Saturday

American
star beats
arch-rival to
win 400m
hurdles gold

BENJAMIN ENDS
WARHOLM’S REIGN

Paris, France - Dominican Re-
public’s Marileidy Paulino
surged to victory in the 400
metres to add Olympic gold to
her world title on a rainy night
at the Stade de France on Fri-
day and said she hoped her
achievement would inspire
youngsters in her country.

Paulino had been unbeaten
over the distance at four con-
secutive meets this year and
stormed to a comfortable lead
halfway through the lap before
finishing in 48.17 seconds on a
track still wet from earlier rain
showers.

Bahrain’s Salwa Eid Naser
took silver and Poland’s Na-
talia Kaczmarek earned the
bronze. The Dominican had a
slower start than her rivals but
demonstrated her racing
prowess by reeling in the early
front-runners with a powerful
kick that powered her to break
the Olympic record set in 1996
by France’s Marie-Jose Perec.

“I’m very happy, I still can-
not believe that just hap-
pened,” Paulino, who won
silver in Tokyo, said.

“I don’t come to compete

for the money but because I
love athletics, to help motivate
the younger generations and
because these achievements
are also doors that are being
opened for the future genera-
tions of Dominican people,”
she added.

Paulino, who comfortably
won last year’s world champi-
onships, also led Dominican
Republic to a silver in the
4x400m mixed relay in Tokyo.

Before the Olympics Kacz-
marek had the fastest time this
year amongst the eight final-
ists but she could not respond
to Paulino on the night. Kacz-
marek was the first Polish
woman to medal in the 400
since 1976 when Irena Szewin-
ska won gold in Montreal.

“Maybe if the weather was
a bit warmer, if the track was
dry, maybe we could even
have seen the Polish record,”
she said, adding that she
would celebrate with cham-
pagne.

Rhasidat Adeleke finished
fourth but still made history as
the first woman from Ireland
to reach an Olympic 400 final.

Dominican Republic’s Marileidy Paulino with Bahrain’s Salwa Eid

Naser after winning gold in 400 metres

Spain’s Jordan Diaz celebrates his gold in triple jump

Andre de Grasse wins gold for Canada in the 4x100m relay 

It just happened at
the right moment.
My family is here,
my friends are here.
To do it in front of
them means so
much to me. 
RAI BENJAMIN 

Paulino of Dominican
Republic wins gold 
in 400m, Bahrain’s
Naser takes silver 



Paris, France - Algeria’s Imane
Khelif, the female boxer thrust
into the centre of a gender dis-
pute at the Paris Games, made a
statement on her womanhood
after beating China’s Yang Liu to
take the welterweight Olympic
gold medal, sending her new-
found devotees into delirium on
Friday.

Khelif, silver medallist at the
2022 World Championships,
and Taiwan boxer Lin Yu-ting
have been in the spotlight as part
of a gender dispute in Paris that
has dominated headlines and
been the subject of much discus-
sion on social media platforms.

Khelif, who won by unani-
mous decision, is the first Alge-
rian woman to earn an Olympic
boxing title and the first boxer

from her country to claim gold
since Hocine Soltani at Atlanta
1996. Women’s boxing has been
in the Olympics since London
2012.

“This is my dream. Eight
years, my dream. I’m Olympic
champion, gold medallist. I’m
very happy. Eight years, I work,”
Khelif, 25, said.

“Eight years, no sleep. Eight
years, tired. Now I’m Olympic
champion. I’m very happy. I want
to thank all the people come to
support me. People, Algeria, and

all the people, Paris.
“This gold medal is the best

answer to the fierce campaign
against me.”

Responding to the contro-
versy surrounding her, Khelif told
a press conference: “I am a
woman like any woman. I was
born a woman and I have lived as
a woman, but there are enemies
to success and they can’t digest
my success.”

Her defeated opponent Yang
said: “I’m happy for her. I respect
everybody and I will even learn
from her (boxing wise).”

Janjaem Suwannapheng of
Thailand and Taiwan’s Chen
Nien-chin were awarded bronze.

Khelif and double world
champion Lin were disqualified
by the International Boxing Asso-
ciation (IBA) from the 2023
World Championships, with the
body saying at a press confer-
ence during the Paris Games that
a gender test had ruled them in-
eligible.

The International Olympic
Committee (IOC) is using boxing
eligibility rules in Paris that were
applied at the 2016 and 2021
Olympics and which do not in-
clude gender testing.

The volume went up several
notches to ear-splitting level
when Khelif entered the arena on
Friday in her red trunks and shirt
for the last bout on a suffocating
Parisian evening, the only breeze
coming from the hundreds of
flags being waved.

“Imane, Imane, Imane!” the
crowd chanted and screamed.

Yang was even booed as she
made her entrance.

Khelif, keeping her opponent
at bay with her jab and taking
control of the centre of the ring,
landed an early left hook, soon
followed by a right as she looked
in total control.

Algeria’s Imane Khelif celebrates her win with her trainers  

Paris, France - Tunisia’s Firas
Katoussi won the Olympic
gold medal in the men’s taek-
wondo welterweight (-80kg)
division in Paris on Friday,
beating Iran’s Mehran
Barkhordari who claimed sil-
ver. Katoussi defeated
Barkhordari in two rounds,
scoring 4-2 5-1.

Italy’s Simone Alessio and
Denmark’s Edi Hrnic won the
bronze medals.

Earlier in the day, Katoussi,
the African champion and a
former world bronze medal-
list, had shown sensational
form as he powered into the
final.

He had too much firepower
for America’s top gold medal
hope CJ Nickolas who won sil-
ver at the world champi-
onships last year, and won the
close semi-final in the last
minute with a kick to the body.

Before that Katoussi had
eased past Denmark’s Edi
Hrnic in the quarterfinal,
which came after a dominant

win over Australia’s Leon Se-
jranovic in his opener.

American Nickolas’ aggres-
sive and persistent combat
style produced some of the
most spectacular bouts, no-
tably against Italy’s 2022
world champion Simone
Alessio, who defeated him in
the final match for bronze.
Denmark’s Edi Hrnic was the
second bronze medal winner.

Teenager Viviana Marton
capped a day of upsets with
gold in the women’s taek-
wondo welterweight division,
winning Hungary’s first
Olympic medal in the sport.

Marton dominated Serbia’s
Aleksandra Perisic 7-1 4-2 in
the women’s under 67kg final
at the Grand Palais, clinching
victory with a kick to the body.

“I can’t believe it right now,
but I feel that all the hard work
makes this medal,” she said.

“It’s very important for me
and for my country, for Hun-
gary, because it’s the first
medal in taekwondo.”
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Tunisia’s Katoussi
wins gold in men’s
welterweight 

Tunisia’s Firas Katoussi celebrates his win

Algeria’s Imane Khelif responds to gender dispute with statement win in Paris

‘This gold is the answer to the
fierce campaign against me’

Eight years, no
sleep. Eight years,
tired. Now I’m
Olympic champion.
I’m very happy. I
want to thank all
the people come to
support me. 
IMANE KHELIF

Paris, France - Victory at the
Paris Olympics has “a special
taste”, said Algeria’s Imane
Khelif after winning boxing gold
on Friday, following two weeks
of speculation over her eligibil-
ity amid a gender dispute that
has engulfed the Games.

“I am a woman like any
woman,” Khelif told a news
conference after her gold
medal. “I was born a woman

and I have lived as a woman but
there are enemies to success
and they can can’t digest my
success. That also gives my
success a special taste.”

“All that is being said about
me on social media is immoral.
I want to change the minds of
people around the world,” Khe-
lif added. “From 2018, I com-
peted under the authority of the
IBA and they know everything

about me. I don’t recognise this
IBA. Some of the members hate
me and I don’t know why.

“I sent them a message
today that my honour is above
everything.”

Khelif is the first Algerian
woman to win an Olympic box-
ing gold medal, as well as the
first Algerian boxer to win gold
since Hocine Soltani at the 1996
Olympics in Atlanta.

CLASSIFIEDS 

MUSCAT DAILY offers a variety of classified listings 
for individuals and establishments: 
Situations Vacant/Wanted, Accommodation Wanted or Available, 
Sale of Household Items, Cars for Sale or Wanted, Matrimonial Alliances, etc  

Please email your listing to dailyclassifieds@apexmedia.co.om or call: 99104346

SEND YOUR 
REQUEST FOR

Birthday/Anniversary wishes to 
wish@apexmedia.co.om 

with your resident card copy 
(It’s free of cost)

I, Rolson Cardoza, holder of Indian Passport (No W1417643), S/o Vincent
Cardoza and Florine Cardoza, having permanent residence in 20-66, Cardoza
Compound, Taccode post, Maroor, Kodangallu, Mangaluru city, Pin: 574197,
Karnataka, India (Complete postal address in India) and presently residing
at AlKhuwair, Muscat, Po Box No 261, Postal Code 133, Sultanate of Oman,
Intend to marry Ms. Alisha Sonya Dsouza, holder of Indian passport 
(No S9385738), D/o Herald Dsouza and Anitha Reeta Dsouza, Having per-
manent residence in 3-40, Viraje house, Pachanadka Village, kallige post,
Bantwal, D.k, Pin:574219, Karnataka, India (complete permanent address in
India) at Embassy of India, Muscat. I swear that I am marrying her at my own
free will and not under any duress and intimidation. Any objection towards
this marriage may please be communicated to the embassy of India Muscat,
Diplomatic Quarters, Alkhuwair, PO.Box No. 1727, Postal Code No.112, Ruwi,
Sultanate of Oman within 30 days (Thirty) of publication of this newspaper
advertisement.Endorsement No: C14503 Muscat 2024 Dated 07.08.2024

INTENDED MARRIAGE NOTICE






 





 



BIRTHDAY
WISHES

SALEENA

Happy Birthday!
Saleena. Wishing you

the best day ever 
and an amazing year

ahead!

Best wishes from
Koushik Available 2100 sq meter best in class 

Warehouse cum office Space,

fully furnished ready to use, Located at

Prime area of Ghala in the heart of the

city having easy access to airport & 

express Way.

FOR 
RENT/SALE

Contact: Mr.Sumit Mudgil - 9 5616835
Girish Sewani - 9 3893596

My honour is above everything, says Khelif
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‘M
onadic Singularity’, Indian-
born British artist Anish
Kapoor’s first exhibition in
Liverpool Cathedral and his
first major solo show in Liv-

erpool since his 1983 exhibition at the Walker Art
Gallery, opened yesterday (August 10).

The exhibition will feature works spanning the
last 25 years, including Sectional Body Preparing
for Monadic Singularity (2015), a huge sculpture
never before seen in the UK. One of Kapoor’s ki-
netic wax sculptures will also be on display.

“To show works in Liverpool Cathedral is com-
plex,” Kapoor said in a statement. “It is a space
that is alive both, with the physical and spiritual.
As such, it is resonant with a powerful sense of
body and the disembodied. The works that I have
chosen to show in the cathedral are situated sim-
ilarly between body and materiality and geometric
immaterial which I refer to as the non-object.

“It is my hope that this conjunction of object
and non-object here in this immense and potent
space will be cause for reflection on the nature of
religious experience and the human condition.”

The Very Reverend Dr Sue Jones, dean of Liv-
erpool, said it is a ‘privilege’ for the cathedral to
host Kapoor. “Our Cathedral stands as a place of
encounter, and we invite everyone to experience
Kapoor’s extraordinary art within our historic
walls,” she said. “This exhibition promises to be a
profound meeting of creativity and spirituality, and
we hope it inspires all who visit.”

The exhibition is in partnership with Culture
Liverpool, private, not-for-profit organisation Liv-
erpool BID Company, Lisson Gallery, and Liver-
pool jewellers Boodles.

“Staged in the spiritual context of the cathedral,
where significant moments in life such as birth
and death are celebrated and ritualised, Kapoor’s
artworks provide connection and inspire awe,” a
representative from Liverpool Cathedral said.
(Courtesy: artnews.com)

MONADIC SINGULARITY

WHO IS
ANISH
KAPOOR?
Anish Kapoor is an Indian-born British sculptor
known for his use of abstract biomorphic forms
and his penchant for rich colours and polished 
surfaces. He was also the first living artist to be
given a solo show at the Royal Academy of Arts
in London.

Kapoor became known in the 1980s for his ge-
ometric or biomorphic sculptures using simple
materials such as granite, limestone, marble, pig-
ment and plaster. These early sculptures are fre-
quently simple, curved forms, usually
monochromatic and brightly coloured, using pow-
der pigment to define and permeate the form.

In the early 21st century, Kapoor’s interest in
addressing site and architecture led him to create
projects that were increasingly ambitious in scale
and construction. 

In 2004 Kapoor unveiled ‘Cloud Gate’ in
Chicago’s Millennium Park - the 110-tonne ellipti-
cal archway of highly polished stainless steel -
nicknamed ‘The Bean’- was his first permanent
site-specific installation in the United States.

When asked once, if engagement with people
and places is the key to successful public art,
Kapoor said, “I’m thinking about the mythical
wonders of the world, the Hanging Gardens of
Babylon and the Tower of Babel. It's as if the col-
lective will come up with something that has res-
onance on an individual level and so becomes
mythic. I can claim to take that as a model for a
way of thinking. Art can do it, and I’m going to
have a damn good go. I want to occupy the terri-
tory, but the territory is an idea and a way of think-
ing as much as a context that generates objects.”

LIVERPOOL CATHEDRAL IS MARKING ITS
100TH ANNIVERSARY BY HOSTING 
A SOLO SHOW BY ANISH KAPOOR 
FROM AUGUST 10 TO SEPTEMBER 15

Sectional Body Preparing for Monadic Singularity

One of Anish Kapoor’s unique reflective creations - Non-object Spire (2008)

One of the installations

within the cathedral
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T
he Mayor of Paris is hoping to
make it happen, and Mathieu
Lehanneur, the designer of the
imposing Olympic cauldron at

the Tuileries Garden, is open to the idea
of making it a permanent fixture in the
city, as long as the work retains its strong
emotional resonance with viewers.

“It’s totally in discussion,” he told me.
“But in a way, it’s like a Christmas tree,
and nobody keep the Christmas tree all
year long,” says Mathieu.

Each night, the cauldron takes flight, a
golden orb rising 200 feet above the city
in dazzling fashion. During the day, visit-
ing the cauldron, just past the Arc de Tri-
omphe, is free. But the 10,000 daily
tickets to see it sold out immediately, and
Lehanneur has been amazed by the way
the city has embraced the work.

“People were telling me that actu-
ally it’s our cauldron, and we want to keep
it forever,” he said. “As you may know,
French people, we are never happy with
anything.

We are never proud of anything…
My dream was to make people cry, but

frankly, it was impossible for me to ex-
pect,” he asserts.

The Paris games approached Lehan-
neur about the project in December
2022, inviting him, along with about 10
other designers, to submit a proposal.
The task was to design this year’s
Olympic torch, a small cauldron to be lit
at each city along the relay, and the main

cauldron that would keep the flame burn-
ing throughout the games.

Lehanneur, who also transformed the
Musée d’Orsay’s clock room into an
Airbnb for the Olympics, approached the
design as a story in three chapters. He
was inspired by the French national
motto – ‘Liberté, égalité, fraternité’, (lib-
erty, equality, fraternity).

The steel torch represented equality,
with a perfectly symmetrical design. The
relay cauldron stood for fraternity, with a
ring of fire for a circle of friendship. And
for freedom, Lehanneur wanted the caul-
dron to literally take flight, as free as a
bird and lighting up the city.

That’s how he came up with the avia-
tion-themed concept for the work. In
1783, France became the first nation to
take to the skies, when the Montgolfier
brothers flew the first piloted hot air bal-
loon. Just a few days later, the Robert
brothers and Jacques Alexandre César
Charles did the same with a hydrogen
balloon.

“Before 1783, no human being has ever
been able to fly. It’s a key moment for
French people, but it’s a key moment for
science history,” Lehanneur said.

His initial proposal did not include a lo-
cation for the cauldron. Then, the Louvre
came forward to offer the Tuileries Gar-
den -serendipitously, the site of that his-
toric hydrogen balloon flight. 

The cauldron can be one of the most
lasting images of an Olympic games. And
there is precedent for one remaining in
place after the games draws to a close.

The cauldron isn’t the only part of the
Paris games that could stick around.
Mayor Anne Hidalgo said she loves the
Olympic rings that currently adorn the
Eiffel Tower - itself an unintended
holdover from the 1889 World’s Fair. She
also wants to find a place for the set of 10
monumental sculptures of influential
women from French history erected on
the Seine during the opening ceremony
and intended as a gift to city.
(Courtesy: artnet.com)

Could the luminous Olympic cauldron, a nod to French aviation history from French
designer Mathieu Lehanneur, become a permanent fixture in the city of Paris?

OLYMPICS CAULDRON


