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HIS MAJESTY'S CUP HOCKEY
FINAL POSTPONED

Rains and bad weather played
spoilsport as the much-awaited
final of the 52nd His Majesty’s Cup
Hockey Championship between
Ahli-Sidab and Al Nasr, scheduled
to be played at the Sultan Qaboos
Sports Complex on Tuesday
evening was called off. >A8

HM SENDS CONDOLENCES
TO PRESIDENT OF USA

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan Haitham

bin Tarik has sent a cable of condolences to
President Joe Biden of the United States of
America on victims of the blizzard which
hit several US states. In the cable, His
Majesty expressed his sincere sympathies to
President Biden, families of the victims and
the people of the USA, wishing the injured a
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TOP THREE INSIDE STORIES

BHA workshop for
qualifiers concludes

The Bilarab Bin Haitham
1Award for Architectural

Design (BHA) on Tuesday
completed the technical
workshop that it organised for
the 30 teams that qualified to
contest the next stage of the
award, after the first sorting. The
concluding ceremony was held at
Assayida Fatma Bint Ali Mosque
in the Wilayat of Seeb. >A2

Indian PM holds talks
with Zelenskyy

2 Volodymyr Zelenskyy,

Indian Premier Narendra Modi
strongly reiterated his call for
an immediate cessation of
hostilities, and called for the
two sides to revert to dialogue
and diplomacy. >A6

In atelephonic talk with

Oman, Japan ink pact

inenergy field

3 represented by the
Ministry of Energy and

Minerals, and Japan, represented
by its Ministry of Economy,
Trade and Industry, signed an
MoU in the field of hydrogen, fuel
ammonia and carbon recycling
that includes Methanation. >B1

The Sultanate of Oman,

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik received a writ-
ten message from Fumio Kishida,
Prime Minister of Japan. The mes-
sage deals with the advanced rela-
tions between the two countries
and matters of common interest.

Itwas handed over to His Majes-
ty the Sultan by Nishimura Yasu-
toshi, Japanese Minister of Econ-
omy, Trade and Industry, when his
Majesty gave him an audience at
Al Barakah Palace on Tuesday. The
minister conveyed greetings and
best wishes of the Japanese Prime
Minister to His Majesty the Sultan
and the Omani people.

In his turn, His Majesty asked
the Minister to convey his sincere
sentiments to the Prime Minister
and the people of Japan. During
the audience, areas of joint co-
operation in various fields were
reviewed.

It was attended by Eng. Salim
Nasser Al Aufi, Minister of Energy
and Minerals, Jota Yamamoto, Am-
bassador of Japan to Oman and
members of the delegation accom-
panying the Japanese Minister. —ona

More photos on >A2

EXPEGT MORE RRINS IN OMAN

30 calls for help
received and over

63 people rescued
during Tuesday
downpour, says CDAA

PRINGooOALS

BUY MORE WIN MORE
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OMR 4000*

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Heavy rains lashed
Muscat governorate bringing
traffic to a standstill as reports of
waterlogging and flooding led to
numerous calls for assistance to
the Civil Defence and Ambulance
Authority (CDAA).

According to latest reports, the
CDAA confirmed that there were
30 calls for help and more than 63

el Same
people were rescued.

However, there were no fatali-
ties. The rains on Tuesday were
caused by a low-pressure trough
over the Arabian Sea, which islike-
ly to affect the country’s weather
until Thursday.

According to an official of the Di-
rectorate General of Meteorology,
rains are expected to continue till
‘Wednesday evening. Abdullah bin
Rashid Al Khadouri from the Direc-

torate General of Oman Meteorol-
ogy at the Civil Aviation Authority
(CAA), said: “Most of the wilayats
and governorates in the Sultan-
ate of Oman witnessed rains with
Muscat Governorate receiving
more than the expected rainfall.

Al Khadouri added: “Weather
conditions will begin to improve
from Wednesday evening. With
northwesterly winds blowing,
temperatures are expected to dip

Oman’s domestic liquidity tops OMR20mn

MUSCAT: The total foreign as-
sets of the Central Bank of Oman
(CBO) decreased by 12.8 percent,
reaching OMRG6,221 million by
the end of October 2022 com-
pared to OMR7,137.4 million by
the end of August 2021, accord-
ing to data released by the Na-
tional Centre for Statistics and
Information (NCSI).

The total local liquid-
ity rose by 0.2 percent to stand at
OMR20,024 million compared to
OMR19,979.4 million during the
corresponding period in 2021.

Narrow Money Supply
Narrow Money Supply (M1)
declined by 1 percent to reach
OMR5,583.6 million compared to
OMRS5,640.9 million during the
same period in 2021.

The private sector deposits

with commercial banks and Is-
lamic windows showed a rise by
0.2 percent by the end of October
2022, reaching OMR17,137.4 mil-
lion compared to OMR17,104.6
million during the corresponding
period in 2021.

Total loans and financing in

commercial banks went up by 4.1
percent to OMR28,913.9 million
by October 2022 compared to
OMRZ27,766.5 million during the
same period in 2021.

The effective exchange rate in-
dex of the Omani Rial increased
by 12.1 percent to 118.2 points

The effective exchange rate
index of the Omani

Rial increased by 12.1
percent fo 118.2 points
compared to 105.4 points
during the corresponding
period in 2021

compared to 1054 points during
the corresponding period in 2021.

The total currency issued
by the end of October 2022
dropped by 5.7 percent to stand
at OMR1,614.6 million compared
to OMR1,712.4 million by the end
of October 2021. -ona

in all the wilayats of the Sultanate
that have witnessed rains.”

First Lieutenant Ali bin Saeed
Al Farsi from the Civil Defence and
Ambulance Authority (CDAA),
said: “We received more than 30
calls for help in Muscat governo-
rate and we rescued 63 people.
There were also 12 reports of ac-
cidents with moderate and minor
injuries to the passengers.” >A4

See also >A3
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HM gives audience to Japanese
minister of economy and trade

Omani students in US, Canada safe

MUSCAT: The Embassy of the
Sultanate of Oman in Washington
confirmed that it is in constant
contact with Omani students in
the United States and Canada due
to the snowstorm, and that they
are all fine.

Oman’s embassy in the US con-
firmed in its tweeter account that

the cultural attaché at the embassy
is in constant contact with Omani
students in the US and Canada due
to the snowstorm, urging them to
follow the circulars and instruc-
tions issued in this regard, and the
embassy reassures everyone that
our students are fine.

The US is exposed to the worst

snowstorm in the history of coun-
try. The storm has so far caused
48 deaths across America, a drop
in temperature of 40 degrees Cel-
sius below zero, the cancellation
of 6,900 flights, and there are 1.6
million people without electricity,
and power lines of trains have been
closed by the US authorities.
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DIAGNOSTIC:

Endoscopic Examination of
nose,Throat and Larynx

- Rigid endoscope
- Flexible endoscpe

Microscopic examination of the ear

Hearing test (Pure tone

audiometry)

"mpanometry and acoustic

reflexes
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DR.HAITHAM ALI
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@ 22825000
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SURGERIES:

* Adeno-Tonsillectomy

* Myringectomy +/- grommets
Nose and sinuses operation
Correction of difficulties of

Breathing after Nasal Surgery

Middle ear surgery
Uvulo Palato Pharyngo Plasty

(Snoring Surgery)
* Promenant ear correction

(OTOPLASTY)
Other different surgeries of ENT
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Bilarab Bin Award: technical
workshop for 30 teams held

MUSCAT: The Bilarab Bin
Haitham Award for Architectural
Design (BHA) on Tuesday com-
pleted the technical workshop
that it organised for the 30 teams
that qualified to contest the next
stage of the award, after the first
sorting.

The concluding ceremony was
held at Assayida Fatma Bint Ali
Mosque in the Wilayat of A’Seeb.

The technical workshop was

aimed at providing the qualifiers
with key skills that improve their
chances of passing the second
sorting.

Second sorting
In the second sorting, only 10
projects will qualify to the final
round, where the top 3 projects
will be declared winners of the
BHA.

The 3rd of January 2023 is the

date set for the announcement
of the top 10 projects shortlisted
from the 30 projects that qualified
after the first sorting.

The qualifiers will be present
their projects before the jury in
the Wilayat of Sur later in Janu-
ary 2023. After the knockouts, the
top 3 projects will be announced
as winners of the Bilarab Bin
Haitham Award for Architectural
Design. —ona

SALALAH PORT REGEIVES GRUISE SHIP ‘ARTANIA

Salalah Port on Tuesday received the cruise ship ‘Artania’ with 1,394 passengers on
board, out of them 927 are tourists of various nationalities. The tourist programme of ‘Ar-
tania’ included tours to major archaeological, tourism and historic landmarks in the Gov-
ernorate of Dhofar, besides visiting beaches and traditional markets in Salalah.Moreover,
the number of cruise ships arriving in Oman is increasing annually due to the country’s
prominent location overlooking the Indian Ocean, the Arabian Sea and Sea of Oman.— ona
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Rains flood houses, damage properties in parts of Oman

Saleh Al-Shaibany

MUSCAT: Heavy rains lashed
many parts of the Sultanate of
Oman with the capital Muscat be-
ing hit the hardest leading to wa-
terlogged streets and damaged pri-
vate and commercial properties.

Oman Television cautioned
people and advised them to
stay indoors. Schools and uni-
versities asked students not to
go to their respective educa-
tional institutions.

Long queues of traffic are being
seen on roads and bridges while
the police work hard to regulate
the movement of vehicles.

“The roads and bridges are at
the moment very dangerous but
people are still being careless and
driving fast,” a policeman who
was controlling road traffic in
Muscat, told Times of Oman.

Hospital officials say people
rush to the emergency wards for
serious injuries, not only from
road traffic incidents but from
commercial properties and even
private houses.

“We are running on full capac-
ity from six in the morning today.
‘We cannot cope with some emer-
gency cases. We have to transfer
some of the worst cases to other
hospitals for treatment,” Ilham
Hajri, a nurse at the Khoula Hos-
pital, told Times of Oman.

A wall of a labour camp in the
‘Wilayat of Seeb collapsed and in-
jured workers.

“Part of the wall of our labour
camp went down when the work-
ers were asleep. They woke up in

a panic and some slipped in the
mud and hot injured.

Many of them lost their be-
longings including money,” the
supervisor of a construction la-
bour camp, told Times of Oman.

Omanis also reported damages
to their houses due to heavy rains
throughout the night and early
hours of the morning on Tuesday.

“Our living room and part
of our dining room are flooded
with water coming in through
the windows and door. Some of
our furniture needs replacing
and that will cost a lot of mon-
ey,” Ali Al-Mahrouqi in Ghubra,
told Times of Oman.

According to the Meteorologi-

cal Department at the Civil Avia-
tion Authority, Muscat received
72 millimetres on Tuesday
morning.
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Muscat Municipality urges people to take precautions

<FROM Al Farsi added: “A few

Al of them were caught in

the vehicle while cross-
ing wadis and low-lying
areas.

“We call on everyone not to
swim in water pools and urge peo-
ple not to venture out unless it is
necessary.”

Muscat Municipality also is-
sued an advisory and said, “Muscat
Governorate is witnessing rains
and thunderstorms of varying in-
tensity. We ask everyone to exer-
cise caution and stay away from
low-lying areas.”

The Royal Oman Police (ROP)

also warned residents not to go out
unless necessary due to the unsta-
ble weather conditions. Police has
warned motorists to exercise cau-
tion as they drive on waterlogged
roads.

It has advised residents to take
precautions in case of rain and
asked people to stay away from the
areas of flash floods and accumu-
lated rainwater.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of
Education (MoE) on Tuesday
suspended classes at public and
private schools in Muscat gov-
ernorate due to thunderstorms.
‘Classes and examinations will

resume on Wednesday, MoE stat-
ed. Also, the Royal Oman Police
on Tuesday closed the Amerat-
Bausher mountain road due to
the damages caused to it by heavy
rains. “The road has been closed
until further notice and road us-
ers are advised to use alternative
roads,” ROP stated.

CAA issues alert

On Tuesday, the Civil Aviation
Authority (CAA) issued Alert No
(1), in which the latest weather
maps and analysis of the Nation-
al Center for Early Warning of
Multiple Hazards, (NCEWMH),

said the Sultanate’s airspace will
continue to be affected by an air
groove during the day, that is,
Tuesday, December 27, 2022, and
it will continue until Thursday
morning.

The report continued: “On
Wednesday and Thursday morn-
ing, December 28-29, 2022, the
impact of the air groove will con-
tinue to affect the northern gover-
norates of the Sultanate of Oman,
with chances of sporadic rains
of varying intensity, sometimes
thundery, leading to the flow in
reefs and valleys in the governo-
rates of Musandam, North Al Bati-

nah, South Al Batinah, Al Buraimi,
Al Dakhiliyah, Muscat and Al
Dhahirah and South and North Al
Shargiyah, and the weather will
begin to weaken gradually, starting
from Wednesday night, with the
continuation of scattered rains un-
til Thursday morning, December
29,2022

A revised bulletin is expected to
be issued on Wednesday.

According to the Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Water
Resources, three wilayats in the
Muscat governorate recorded the
highest amount of rains in the Sul-
tanate of Oman from Monday to

Tuesday morning (10am).

Muttrah received rainfall meas-
uring 154 mm, followed by Mus-
cat with 113 mm and Seeb with
77 mm. Barka and Al Mussanah
in Al Batinah South governorate
recorded rainfall of 49 mm and 28
mm, respectively.

On the other hand, the wilay-
ats of Shinas (6mm), Al Suwaiq
(5mm), Sohar (3mm) and Al Kha-
bourah (2mm) in the Al Batinah
North governorate recorded lesser
rainfall, while the wilayat of Mad-
ha in Al Buraimi governorate, re-
corded the least amount of rainfall
with just 1 mm.

ccording to

A;c)he Ministry
f Tourism,

tall facing the sea
and inhaling the
winds that waft the
fragrant memory of
ships gone by, ships
that once sailed

“The fort seems as
if it were the only
passage connect-
ing Muttrah and
Muscat,” added the

it consists of three
circular towers: a
huge one sitting on
the summit and the
remaining smaller
two located, one at
the first point in the
West, and the other,
which still houses
one of the old can-
nons, to the north
of the fort near the
large tower.”
Perched atop the
crenellations of the
Muttrah Fort that
overlooked the Cor-

of yesteryear were
able to cast their
eye over a view that

such a vantage point
did help spot trade
galleons that pulled
into port from far-
flung, exotic lands,
laden with exquisite
cargo that had trav-
elled across the high

seas to reach Arabia,
it also helped keep an
eye on fishing vessels

that unloaded their
daily catch at the

wharves, before they

were bought at the
fishmonger’s to sate

“Muttrah Fort stands

these azure waters.”

Ministry. “Currently,

niche, Oman’s rulers

stretched all the way
to the horizon. While

many an empty belly.
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On HM'’s directives, Royal Camel
Corps to host expo on camel history

MUSCAT: In implementation of
the directives of His Majesty Sul-
tan Haitham bin Tarik, the Royal
Camel Corps will organise a semi-
nar and exhibition in Riyadh on
Omani camel history.

The events, which begin on 3
January, will continue till 7 Janu-
ary 2023.

The seminar, held in coopera-
tion with Oman’s embassy in Ri-
yadh, seeks to spread awareness
about Omani camels, their his-
tory, origins and their economic,

social and cultural values. It also
highlights the Royal Camel Corps’
role in preserving breeds of Oma-
ni purebred camels.

The seminar reflects ongo-
ing cooperation between Oman
and Saudi Arabia in all fields,
including exploring opportuni-
ties in camel-related economies,
scholarly and other aspects of
concern to those interested in
camel affairs.

An exposition will be held on
the sidelines of the seminar. It

will highlight four elements: the
history of Omani camels, the ac-
tivities of the Royal Camel Corps
(including services it renders to
camel rearing communities), the
role of the Directorate General of
Veterinary Services at the Royal
Court Affairs and the heritage
arts associated with camels, in-
cluding songs of Bedouin people,
and two photography exhibitions
to be staged by the Omani Soci-
ety for Fine Arts on the theme of
camels. —ona

ROP pursuing efforts to address
impacts of heavy rains in Oman

MUSCAT: The Royal Oman
Police (ROP) is pursuing efforts
to address the impacts of heavy
rains that drenched parts of the
Governorate of Muscat, causing
wadis to overflow.

Maj. Fahd Said Al Kalbani, In-
charge of the tasks of the Director
General of Traffic, said that the
ROP is operating regular patrols
to monitor traffic flow and ensure
road safety.

The ROP is coordinating with
the authorities concerned to fa-
cilitate the passage of vehicles
after the closure of Bausher-Al
Amerat hill road and organise
traffic around rainwater pools
that formed at roundabouts.

The Directorate General of
Traffic called members of the
public to exercise more caution
and follow up news about the wet
weather. It urged drivers not to

Delegation from
(atari Defence
College visits MSC

MUSCAT: The delegation of
the college of defence of the
State of Qatar, which is headed
by Brigadier Rajeh Moham-
med Aqeel Al Thabit, visited
the Maritime Security Centre
(MSO).

Upon the guest’s arrival at the
centre, he was greeted by Com-
modore Adil Hamoud Al Busai-
di, Head of the MSC.

The guest toured the centre’s
facilities and viewed its lat-
est equipment and technolo-
gies used in carrying out its
national duties. He was also
briefed on the tactical roles and
tasks carried out by the centre
in the safety of the maritime
environment. — ona

risk crossing wadis and reminded
all to stick to traffic regulations.
The operations centre of the
Authority for Civil Defence and
Ambulance (ACDA), Governo-
rate of Muscat, received 30 re-
ports of people getting stranded
as a result of the rains. It teams
rescued 51 people. No injuries or

fatalities were reported.

In this context, Ahmed Abdul-
lah Al Balushi, a meteorology spe-
cialist at the Civil Aviation Au-
thority (CAA), told Oman News
Agency (ONA) that the rains are
likely to continue to fall in north-
ern governorates of Oman, with
varying degrees of intensity. -ona
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Sultanate of Oman
MINISTRY CULTURE, SPORTS and YOUTH

MINISTRY OF CULTURE, SPORTS and YOUTH, Muscal, hereby give notice of tenders for the

following projects
GRADE IN
TENDA. | PROJECT CATEGORY LOCATION Foes | TENDER BOARD
Na. RO | REGISTRATION
TENDEAR DOCUMENTS FOR CONSTRUCTION FOR GRASSED
2R Serviet FOOTHALL PITCH AT OF MADHA SPORTS CLUB AT 5. | Excefientd First
MUSANDAM GOVERMATE Grada
RENOVATION OF GRASSED FOOTRALL PITCH FOR ALTALEIAH Eroent & Fist
ares o SPORTS CLUB AT SOUTH SHARGHYA GOVERNATE = G
CONSTRUCTION OF SYNTHETIC TURF FOOTBALL FITCH
e Sarvices ANDFLODDUIGHT TO MADHA SPOATS CLUB ggy, | Ewosentd First
AT MUSANDAM GOVERNATE Grade
SUPPLY AND INSTALLATION OF FLODDLIGHT TO MAM _
2008 Supgly FOOTBALL PITCH AT ALMUDHAIBI SPORTS CLUB 25 | Excelent& First
NOATH SAFQIYA GOVERNORATE Grade
COMSULTANCY SERVICES [DESIGN AND SUPERVISON)
302022 | CONSULTING OFFICE |  SWIMMING POOL AT MADHA SPORTS CLUB MUSANDAM 25 sl Geade
GOVERNOAATE
COMNSULTANCY SERVICES(DESIGN AND SUPERWISON)
e Tl CONSULTING OFFICE | PLATFORM AT AL MUDHAE SPORTS CLUB NOATH SHARGITA 250 Fiest Grace
GOVERNCORAATE

Companies, which ane registarad with the Tender Boand and engaged in same categony wih experienca in and sams Grade as notad above, can
obtain tha Tendar Documents &1 the Tender Boasd E-bancering dighal portal Bk (hitpistendering. tenderbadrd, gov.om| until 110/01/2023,
The kzst date of tander submission on sbova E-endaning sie at 09:00am 08022023

A Tender Bond equivalent 1 1% of the tender sum issued from & regissened bank, in the prescribad fom, in Sultanate of Oman and vald for 90 days

should enclosed with the jender,

Ay tender without the bond wil be neject and th lender committes 15 not bound to accept he iowest i any lender reoahed.
INTERHAL TENDER COMMITTEE OF MINISTRY OF CULTURE, SPORTS and YOUTH
Any participants have doubl in adopting e-tendering can contact over the phone 24402200 or through emsll etenderhd @ita.gov.om

E L oosecranl sl
. Oman Cement Company saoa
[P0, BOX 580, RUW, POSTAL CODE 112, SULTARATE OF ClAN
[Factady Al Miafah Weat Bauisar, Tel # 00ME 2430000 421 103, Fae @ 00008 24407TTT]

TENDER

The company invites ollers for the following tender:

Tendar
1]

Deszription

Tender | Deadiing for | Deadling for
Fee |Purchazingol | Submission of
Tenders Ofers

MINING, CRUSHING,
TRANSPORTATION &
SUPPLY OF GYPSUM

1650000020/22

RO 10th Januasy | 17t January
ws00 | 2023 2023
1700 Hows 2359 Hours

SUPPLY OF
STANDVRD GRADE
KADLIN

o, | 1Ohdanuasy | 17h January
105.00 2023 2023
' 1700 Houes 2359 Hours

RETENDER
DVERHALLING &
REWINDMNG OF 2500
KW MOTOR

157000003022

17h January
2023
2359 Hours

RO 10th Januasy

03
L 1700 Hous

Tender docements can be obinined 2y paying the
Hetniled below
Account name:
Bank Nama: Bank Muscat SADG
Accaount numbar 0423 W06 3070 0
Account Type: OMa

SWTFT Gode: BMLIEDMRY,

bekorer ammgunt online to Compary’s accouni

{Oman Cement Company SADG

17

Cogry of deposil transaction ol a non-tefundabie amosnt of writing on the above as tender fes [0 be
emaied bo CFOSecratary@ omancensnl com & Treasury@omancemen].com with the Subject
hirering “Tender Ma.” and “Tender Descriptaon”™ enabiling the Comgany o previde lender documant
Ihrough emad bo your company, The above paymen 15 a non-relundalis amcunt

Contact detaits: Dffice number: +968 244 JTB03, Mobile number: +968 STHZETT

Tha last date for sebmission of ofers is on Tuesday, Z359 hoers detaded date on the abows tabla
accompanked by & bid bond issued by amy local bank in Oman jagetatent to 1%) of the 1ntal tendes
value. The bid bond must be valid for 120 days from tha |23 date of submission of offers and
ORIGINAL Bid bond must be submitted on the lender bow al the reception an our Administration
Builifing, A Miesfah West factory Site, Bausher, Mugcal, Oman,

Aoy tenders receded beyond e abowe chorsing time and dain o7 nod being sepganed by & tander
bond will ROT ba congiderad. This publication (8 par of the kndar documents

With an Omanization rate of
“above 95%”

ChampionX continues recruiting, training
and promoting Omani nationals at all levels
of its business in the country

The Oman Society for Petroleum Services
(OPAL) recently recognized ChampionX with
its 2022 Best Large Contractor in the Energy
Sector award in the category of Omanization.
This annual award acknowledges ChampionX's
ongoing efforts te hire, train, and promote
Omani citizens at all levels of our business in the
country,

Following a eall for nominations from
members, ChampionX successfully showecased
its Omanization achievements to a panel of
judges on two occasions and fielded follow-
up gquestions. The award ceremony was
held December 13 where Mohammed Al
Sibani, director of Oman services, presented
ChampionX's case to all attendees and we
were ultimately chosen to receive the Best
Large Contractor award in the category of
Omanization.

ChampionX has been serving the Oman
market for more than 15 years from its Middle
East, Europe, and Africa headquarters in
Muscat, Championx offers a full range of
production technologies and services for
artificial lift, digital automation, and production
chemistry.  Additionally, the firm opened
a one-of-a-kind coiled rod manufacturing
plant in 2011 in Salalah. In 2015 ChampionX
expanded its footprint in Oman with a rod
pump and progressing cavity pumping system
maintenance facility. Currently the company

|

has more than 200 emplovees in the country
and 95% are Omani. ChampionX also invests in
inits local talert by partnering with institutions
like the Salalah College of Technology to
advance employees’ skills. ChampionX also has
a technical cooperation agreement with Dhofar
University to test materials,

“We are so pleased to be recognized by
OPAL - particularly for our achievements in
Omanization. Since our entry into the country,
it's been important to us that we help build
the local ecomomy by investing in Oman's
talented workforce and by furthering Oman's
industrial sector” said Fouad Eid, ChampionX
vice president of the Europe, Middle East,
and Africa geomarket. “This award validates
our eontribution to Oman's strong business
comimunity. We are excited about the future
expansion of our business in the country,
which will allow us to provide even greater
opportunities to local talent.”

OPAL has more than 450 members from
oil and gas producers, operators, contractors,
and suppliers. In addition to Omanization,
the organization’s wyearly awards recognize
companies for excellence in the areas of health
and safety, impactful environmental practices,
recognizable energy transition, operational
excellence, high-class Omani products and
services, and research and development in the
energy and minerals sector.
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Indian-origin man among 4 killed in Canada bus crash

OTTAWA: An Indian-origin
man from Amritsar was among
the four who died when their
bus overturned on an icy high-
way in British Columbia on
Christmas Eve, according to
Gurpreet S Sahota, editor of
Charhdi Kala and Akal Guard-
ian Punjabi Newspapers.
Although Canadian authori-
ties have yet to confirm the iden-
tity of the deceased, the editor of a

Punjabi newspaper in Surrey said
that Karanjot Singh Sodhi, 41, of
Butala, Amritsar, was among those
killed in the accident.

“One of the four people killed in
a bus accident on the Vancouver-
Kelowna route on December 24
was Karanjot Singh Sodhi, 41... He
was from Butala (Amritsar) and
had only recently entered Canada
on a work permit in Sept 2022,”
wrote Gurpreet S Sahota, editor

of the Surrey-based newspaper
Akal Guardian, on his Twitter
account.

“He was employed as a chefin a
restaurant of an Okanagan winery.
He left his wife, a son, and a daugh-
ter behind in his Punjab village. He
was travelling by bus since he be-
lieved it was secure,” he added.

Earlier, the provincial Royal Ca-
nadian Mounted Police (RCMP)
confirmed the news that four

people were killed in the bus
accident.

Medical teams at three area
hospitals were treating at least 53
people after the crash, according
to local health authority Interior
Health, which said late Saturday
that the incident on Highway 97C
triggered a ‘Code Orange’ response
— a hospital designation used for
disasters or a mass casualty event,
reported CNN. am
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Indian Prime Minister holds talks with
Zelenskyy on Russia-Ukraine conflict

PM Modi strongly
reiterated his call
for an immediate
cessation of
hostilities, saying
that both sides
should revert to

dialogue

NEW DELHI: In a telephonic
conversation with Ukrainian Pres-
ident Volodymyr Zelenskyy, Indi-
an Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Monday exchanged views about
the ongoing conflict in Ukraine.
PM Modi strongly reiterated his
call for an immediate cessation of
hostilities, saying that both sides
should revert to dialogue and di-
plomacy to find a lasting solution
to their differences, read Prime
Minister’s Office press release. He

also conveyed India’s support for
any peace efforts and assured In-
dia’s commitment to continue pro-
viding humanitarian assistance
for the affected civilian popula-
tion, added the release.

Former Olympic
SWilmimer, activist
get 12-year sentence

MINSK: A former Olympic swim-
mer and a political activist were
sentenced in absentia to 12 years
in prison by a Belarusian court on
Monday for their role in protesting
Alexander Lukashenko’s authori-
tarian regime.

Champion swimmer Aliaksan-
dra Herasimenia and political
activist Alexander Opeykin were
found guilty of actions aimed at
“causing harm to the national se-
curity of Belarus,” according to the
state-run BelTA news agency.

“From August, 2020 to May 20,
2022, through the media and the
Internet, they disseminated de-
liberately false information and
fabrications about the events that
took place on the territory of Be-
larus, about the course and results
of the election campaign 2020,”
BelTA reported.

Both of the activists have es-
caped the country.

Three-time Olympic medalist
Herasimenia and Opeikin founded
the Belarusian Sport Solidarity
Foundation, which brings together
hundreds of Belarusian athletes in
opposition to Lukashenko.

The largest international com-
petitions scheduled to take place
in Belarus in 2021 were canceled
in part because of efforts of the
foundation.

Court ruling condemned

It was the first verdict against dis-
sidents that was announced in ab-
sentia, after Lukashenko signed a

law in July allowing courts to try
Belarusians who had fled abroad.

Along with her prison sentence,
Herasimenia’s apartment, car and
$48,000 (€45,089) in her bank ac-
counts were seized by the court.

Belarusian opposition leader-
in-exile Sviatlana Tsikhanous-
kaya, condemning the court ruling,
called it “Shameful!” on Twitter.

“This is how the regime tries
to punish its opponents in exile,”
she said. “The regime can’t get to
them, but their property in Bela-
rus was seized, including a car &
an apartment.”

Protests against Lukashenko
After the disputed reelection of Lu-
kashenko in August 2020, which
the opposition and the West criti-
cized as a sham, Belarus was rocked
by widespread demonstrations.
More than 35,000 people were
detained during the crackdown on
the protests, and thousands were

assaulted by police.
The United Nations and many
other nations have shunned

Minsk because of its continued
crackdown on political opponents,
members of civil society, and jour-
nalists.

Over 1,300 political prisoners
are held in Belarus, according to
the US embassy there.

Lukashenko, a close ally of Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin, has
also allowed Russia to launch its
attacks on Ukraine from Belaru-
sian territory. ow

Zelenskyy, in a phone call to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Monday, sought India’s help in
the implementation of a peace for-
mula with Russia.

“I had a phone call with PM
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Modi & wished a successful G20
presidency. It was on this platform
that I announced the peace formu-
la and now I count on India’s par-
ticipation in its implementation. I
also thanked for humanitarian aid

and support in the UN,” tweeted
the Ukrainian President.

Meanwhile, the President
of Ukraine conveyed his best wish-
es for India’s Presidency of the
G20.

PM Modi explained the main
priorities of India’s G20 Presiden-
cy, including giving a voice to the
concerns of developing nations on
issues like food and energy secu-
rity, added the release.

The two leaders discussed op-
portunities for strengthening
bilateral cooperation. PM Modi
requested the Ukraine authori-
ties to facilitate arrangements for
the continued education of Indian
students, who had to return from
Ukraine earlier this year.

Earlier on Monday, Ukraine
called for Russia to be removed
from the United Nations, where
Moscow can veto any resolution
as a permanent member of the
Security Council. “Ukraine calls
on the member states of the UN...
to deprive the Russian Federation
of its status as a permanent mem-
ber of the UN Security Council
and to exclude it from the UN as a
whole,” the foreign ministry said
in a statement.

In a related development, Rus-

sian President Vladimir Putin and
his Chinese counterpart Xi Jin-
ping are likely to communicate via
video link his week, Russian state
news agency TASS said on Mon-
day, without giving details of the
timing or format.

Both leaders are facing im-
mense criticism worldwide due to
the Ukraine-Russia war and the
surge in Covid-19 cases in China.

According to Kremlin spokes-
man Dmitry Peskov, Putin and Xi
maintain regular communication
and preparations for further talks
between them are underway.

“Our leaders maintain regular
communication. We are actu-
ally getting ready for further talks.
When and how they will take
place, we will let you know in due
time,” he said when asked if the
leaders might hold talks before the
end of this year.

Beijing said earlier that Putin
and Xi maintain regular contact
through various channels.

Vedomosti, a Moscow-based
newspaper, reported earlier, citing
a diplomatic source, that the Rus-
sian and Chinese presidents would
hold talks before the New Year,
where they would sum up 2022,
reported TASS. ant

US in deep freeze as death toll from
winter storm reaches close to 50

WASHINGTON: As the US con-
tinues to stay in deep freeze, the
death toll has reached at least 48
as the blizzard stranded motor-
ists, knocked electricity out for
thousands of people and made it
difficult for emergency crews to
getresidents trapped in their cars,
Al Jazeera reported on Monday.

The extreme circumstances in
western New York were caused
by numbing cold, howling winds,
and heavy “lake-effect” snow,
which was picked up by freezing
air flowing over warmer lake wa-
ters. During a press conference on
Monday, Erie County Executive
Mark Poloncarz announced that
at least 25 people had perished
as a result of the storm, which
hit the area over the Christmas hol-
iday weekend, reported Al Jazeera.

Hardly hit, Buffalo city of west-
ern New York has been highly hit
by snow storms. Numerous re-
gions were also left without power
as aresult of the blizzard.

The storm capped an Arctic
freeze and winter storm front that
had spanned most of the United
States for days, reaching all the
way south to the Mexican border.
Tens of thousands of homes and
businesses remained without
power on Monday as rescue and
recovery efforts continued, ac-
cording to Al Jazeera.

Citing the White House state-
ment, The Hill reported on Mon-
day that President Biden spoke by

phone with New York Gov. Kathy
Hochul (D) and offered federal as-
sistance as New York deals with
a massive winter storm that has
claimed more than two dozen lives.

“The President shared that his
and the First Lady’s prayers are
with the people of New York and
all those who lost loved ones. He
expressed his gratitude to the
Governor for her leadership and
to the National Guard, law en-
forcement, and first responders
for their tireless work,” the White
House said in a statement.

China 1s facing new situation’

BEIJING: Chinese President
Xi Jinping urged a “patriotic
health campaign” in his first
public remarks on the pan-
demic since the end of Beijing’s
zero-COVID policy and the sub-
sequent surge in coronavirus
casesearlier this month.

“At present, COVID-19 pre-
vention and control in China are
facing a new situation and new
tasks,” Xi said in a directive as
reported by Chinese state broad-
caster CCTV.

“We should launch the patriotic
health campaign in a more target-

ed way... fortify a community line
of defense for epidemic preven-
tion and control, and effectively
protect people’s lives, safety and
health,” Xi said.

China to scrap quarantine
requirement for foreigners
In further developments Monday,
the country’s National Health
Commission announced it would
drop a COVID-19 quarantine
requirement for passengers ar-
riving from abroad beginning
January 8.

Currently, arriving passengers

As a consequence of the Arc-
tic blast and the winter storm,
numerous people have died and
suffered weather-related road ac-
cidents or the cold.

The storm has sent tempera-
tures well below freezing across
the US and has destroyed Christ-
mas eve for many. As it pounded
regions, the storm delivered hur-
ricane-force winds and whiteout
conditions.

All kinds of transportation -
planes, trains, and vehicles - were
disrupted due to the storm this

holiday weekend, closing hun-
dreds of miles of road and air trav-
el cancellations.

Total flight delays within, into
oroutofthe USamounted toabout
4,000 as of Saturday morning, ac-
cording to flight tracking website
FlightAware, which showed that
total US flight cancellations stood
at around 2,000, as per CNN.

Plummeting temperatures
were predicted to bring the cold-
est Christmas Eve on record to
several cities from Pennsylvania
to Georgia. ant

amid COVID surge: X1 Jinping

have to quarantine for five days at
a hotel, followed by three days at
home.

China’s top health author-
ity said some foreigners would be
able to enter the country, without
giving details.

China’s National Health Com-
mission on Sunday said it would
stop publishing daily COVID-19
numbers, saying the task would
be delegated to another depart-
ment under it.

The health commission has
recorded only six COVID-19
fatalities this month, bring-

ing the country’s official toll to
5,241.

The figures have been largely
disputed since there are multiple
reports by families of relatives dy-
ing in the country of over 1.4 bil-
lion people.

This selection of data excludes
many deaths other countries
would attribute to the contagious
viral disease.

Experts at the World Health
Organization this month called on
China to release reliable figures
beyond the limited data available
to the world so far. ow
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Nepal’s President

calls next house

session on January 9

CPN-Maoist Centre
chairman and

new Nepal Prime
Minister, Pushpa
Kamal Dahal has
formed an eight-

member cabinet

KATHMANDU: Nepal’s Presi-
dent Bidhya Devi Bhandari on
Tuesday called the next house ses-
sion on January 9, 2023 on the rec-
ommendation of the newly formed
cabinet.

CPN-Maoist Centre chairman
and new Nepal Prime Minister,
Pushpa Kamal Dahal aka Prachan-
da has formed an eight-member
cabinet with three deputy Prime
Ministers. The 44th Prime Minis-

ter of the Himalayan Nation took
the oath of office and secrecy from
President Bidhya Devi Bhandari
at President’s residence Shital
Niwas. President Bhandari also
administered an oath to the eight
ministers.

Bhandari administered oaths to
Deputy Prime Ministers Bishnu
Paudel, Narayankaji Shrestha,
and Rabi Lamichhane. Along with

the Deputy Prime Minister, Pau-
del also took oath as Minister of
Finance, Shrestha as Minister
of Physical Infrastructure and
Transport, and Lamichhane as
Home Minister.

The other ministers include
Damodar Bhandari, Rajendra
Rai, Abdul Khan and Jwalaku-
mari Shah. Dahal was appointed
PM for the third time after he

secured the support of 169 mem-
bers of the Parliament to form
the new government.

He served as Prime Minister
of Nepal from 2008 to 2009 and
again from 2016 to 2017.

Prachanda approached the
President for his appointment
as Prime Minister on December
25, after a coalition of six parties
decided to support him to form
the next government. The general
elections did not produce a clear
winner.

The unexpected decision came
after the CPN-Maoist-ruled Cen-
tre abruptly severed ties with Sher
Bahadur Deuba’s Nepali Congress
party which had been in power
along with its allies.

Former Prime Minister KP
Sharma Oli’s Communist Party of
Nepal-Unified Marxist Leninist
(CPN-UML) is among the par-
ties in the new ruling coalition.
Prachanda and Oli have struck
an agreement to govern the coun-
try on a rotational basis, with
Oli agreeing to make Prachanda
Prime Minister first as per the lat-
ter’s demand. ant

Boat adrift at sea

for weeks carrying
Rohingya refugees
reaches Indonesia

ACEH: A boat carrying Rohingya
refugees which was adrift for a
month at sea has finally landed
in Indonesia’s Aceh, VOA news
reported on Monday citing the
two rights groups that have been
tracking the vessel.

The boat which reached
Aceh, Indonesia on Monday
afternoon had over 180 ethnic
Rohingya men, women and chil-
dreninit. More than a dozen are
reportedly dead.

Moreover, on Sunday, a boat
carrying 57 Rohingya men ar-
rived in Aceh province, on the
northern tip of Sumatra in the
far west of the Indonesian archi-
pelago. Notably, more than one
million Rohingya people have
sought refuge in Bangladesh af-
ter fleeing persecution in neigh-
bouring Myanmar.

According to human rights
organisations, up to 20 passen-
gers may have died throughout
the journey up to that time. As
on Monday, they were unable to
confirm the death toll.

Some of the rescued passen-
gers appear weary and gaunt in
the videos which were obtained
by VOA news. Last week, a Ro-

hingya activist in the refugee
camps told VOA that the cap-
tain of the boat had called him
and said they were “starving to
death.”

On Thursday, the UN-appoint-
ed independent human rights
expert, Tom Andrews, issued a
statement urging governments
to “immediately and urgently
coordinate search and rescue for
this boat and ensure safe disem-
barkation of those aboard before
any further loss of life occurs™.

“While many in the world are
preparing to enjoy a holiday sea-
son and ring in a new year, boats
bearing desperate Rohingya
men, women and young children,
are setting off on perilous jour-
neys in unseaworthy vessels”,
said the UN Special Rapporteur
on Myanmar. ant

Sarah Al-Amiri: The
woman leading UAE'’s
Mars mission

DUBALI: Over the past five years,
the United Arab Emirates has
sought to push the boundaries of
science and technology.

In 2017, they announced the
world’s first Minister of Artifi-
cial Intelligence to spearhead the
Gulf state’s efforts in machine
learning and other cutting-edge
technologies.

That year, they also tapped a
young Emirati engineer, Sarah
al-Amiri, to lead the country’s
efforts into space at a time when
the region was paying little atten-
tion to what is often described as
the final frontier.

“We’re a new country that is
late to the competition in the
global perspective,” al-Amiri told
the British scientific journal Na-
ture earlier this month. “It’s natu-
ral for people to think this was
crazy,” she added, referring to
the UAFE’s Mars mission, which
launched July 20.

Although al-Amiri initially
started work as a computer en-
gineer, she later moved into the
field of space technology at the
Emirates Institution for Ad-
vanced Science and Technology,
where she worked on the UAE’s
first satellites. For her, it was a
dream come true.

“As ayoung woman, at 12 years
old, I saw an image of the An-
dromeda Galaxy, the closest gal-
axy to our Milky Way,” al-Amiri
said during a 2017 TEDx Talk
in Dubai, adding that the image
pushed her to learn as a much as
she could about space. “They had
told me that they were working
in the space sector, and I had a
dream, so check.”

From there, she was appointed
the head of the Emirates Science
Council in 2016 and a year later,
the government tapped her to
lead the new ministerial role for
developing advanced sciences.
Today at age 33, she is deputy

project manager and science
lead of the Mars mission, dubbed
Amal — Arabic for hope.

“The mission is called ‘hope’
because we are contributing to
the global understanding of a
planet,” she said. “We are going
above and beyond the turmoil
that is now defining our region
and becoming positive contribu-
tors to science.

“The mission has also pushed
societal norms. According to Na-
ture, women make up 34% of the
mission and 80% of its science
team, significantly higher than
the 28% represented in the Emi-
rati workforce.

Al-Amiri is hoping to bolster
those figures by widening Emira-
ti youth engagement in the fields
of science, technology, engineer-
ing and mathematics.

“Science to me is the most
international form of collabora-
tion,” said al-Amiri. “It is limit-
less, it is borderless and it is run
by the passions of individuals
for the benefit of human under-
standing.”

But her portfolio isn’t limited
to spacefaring missions.

As minister of state for ad-
vanced sciences, al-Amiri’s man-
date includes “enhancing the
contributions of advanced sci-
ences to the development of UAE
and its economy.”

“When you talk about the
UAE’s economy in the next 30
years, one of its foundations is
science and technology because
you want to have an economy
based on knowledge — knowl-
edge of production, utilization of
knowledge and creating intangi-
ble assets,” al-Amiri told the of-
ficial Emirates News Agency on
Monday.

“That’s how the most sustain-
able economies work around the
world.”

-DW
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Nama Sustainability Week Concludes in Musandam

Nama Group, represented by Majan Electricity Company SAQC, has concluded Sustainability Week
Initiative in Musandam Governorate which was held from December 18 to 22 with the objective of

promoting community awareness on the importance of electrical safe

and the optimization of

power consumption by creating integrated community and institutional partnership in the Governate.

Various activities and campaigns have been carried out within the initiative, which targeted different
age groups across Musandam, including beach clean-up in coordination and cooperation with The
Directorate General of Education, Environment Public Authority, non-governmental organizations,
charities, and several local community members.

The initiative has cooperated with Volt National to take part in the implementation of “Nagla”
program, which aims to provide electricity |nsFectcrs with training and qualification courses super-

vised by licensed engineers and technicians

ogrant them electrician licenses. Another program has

been implemented during this week is "Baiti Aamin” which aims to examine the electrical wirings in
usandam and ensure its safety.

different houses across

Raising community awareness of electricity conservation and electrical hazards, the Sustainability
Week conducted several lectures targeting different schools and Omani Women Associations.

Ultimately, Nama Group has made substantial progress towards implementing sustainability strate-
gies and reinforcing the positive contribution in all aspects, economic, social, and environmental
across Oman since it was established in 2014. The Group takes a leading role in delivering safe and
sustainable services to enhance value for Oman.
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His Majesty’s Cup hockey final
postponed due to bad weather

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Rains and bad weath-
er played spoilsport as the much-
awaited final of the 52nd His Maj-
esty’s Cup Hockey Championship
between 12-time champions Ah-
li-Sidab and eight-time winners
Al Nasr, scheduled to be played at
the Sultan Qaboos Sports Com-
plex on Tuesday evening was
called off.

The Oman Hockey Association
(OHA) confirmed on its official
Twitter handle that the unstable
weather conditions was the rea-
son for the final to be postponed.
The new date for the final will
be announced later. The oldest

domestic tournament in Oman -
His Majesty’s Cup Hockey Cham-
pionship - has a glorious past and
has stood witness to some of the
most exciting and memorable
matches, clubs’ rivalry, individual
brilliance, foreign stars, fans’ love
and fury.

Ahli-Sidab won the 50th edi-
tion in March, 2021, as the event
was delayed due to the coronavi-
rus pandemic in 2020

The winner of the prestigious
competition receives a glitter-
ing trophy and a cash award of
OMR40,000 while the runner-up
team gets OMR25,000 with the
third-placed club taking home
OMR15,000.

Strong reply by NZ openers
after Salman hits maiden ton

KARACHI: A record unbroken
opening wicket partnership of
165 runs between Devon Conway
(82*) and Tom Latham (78%) led
New Zealand’s strong reply after
Pakistan were bowled out for 438
in the first innings on the second
day of the first Test at the Nation-
al Bank Cricket Arena in Karachi
on Tuesday.

During the course of the open-
ing wicket stand, Conway became
the quickest New Zealand bat-
ter to reach 1,000 Test runs (19
innings.

Earlier, Pakistan managed to
put up a formidable total as Agha
Salman slammed his maiden Test
century.

Salman’s Test century came in
his sixth appearance. The No 7
batter, who was three overnight
in Pakistan’s 317 for five, was the
last batter dismissed after scoring
103 as the home side added 121
runs on the second day:.

Conway’s 156-ball innings in-
cluded 12 fours, while Latham’s
126-ball innings was studded

SALE

25-75

on selected products

with eight fours as the visitors
now trail the hosts by 273 runs.

Earlier, Babar Azam failed to
add to his last evening’s score of
161 when he became his opposite
number Tim Southee’s second
victim. Salman and Noman Ali
then added 54 runs for the sev-
enth wicket with the latter con-
tributing only seven runs before
becoming Neil Wagner’s only
wicket of the innings.
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Mohammad Wasim Jnr de-
parted three runs later as Paki-
stan slipped to 375 for eight, but
Salman took control of the pro-
ceeding and added 63 priceless
runs with the last two wickets of
Mir Hamza and Abrar Ahmed,
whose collective contribution
was seven runs.

Salman, whose first 50 runs
came off 97 balls with seven fours,
brought his second 50 runs from
49 balls with 10 fours. He eventu-
ally fell to Southee, who finished
with figures of three for 69.

Ish Sodhi picked up the scalps
of Wasim and Mir Hamza to fin-
ish with two for 87.

Brief scores: Pakistan (Ist in-
nings) (overnight 317-5) 438 all
out in 130.5 overs (Babar Azam
161, Agha Salman 103, Sarfaraz
Ahmed 86, Imam-ul-Haqg 24,
Saud Shakeel 22; Tim Southee
3-69, Michael Bracewell 2-72, Ish
Sodhi 2-87, Ajaz Patel 2-112) vs
New Zealand (1st innings) 165-0
in47 overs (Devon Conway 82 not
out, Tom Latham 78 not out)
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OMAN CRUDE PRICE RISES

The price of Oman oil has increased,
with prices for delivery by February 2023
reaching $80.62, said Dubai Mercantile
Exchange (DME). The DME statement
said that the price of Oman oil rose by
$2.04 from the price of Friday, which was

MSX INDEX ENDS HIGHER

Muscat Stock Exchange (MSX) general
index (30) gained 14.3 points, comprising
arise by 0.29 per cent to close at 484541
points, compared to the last session,
which stood at 4831.15 points.

$78.58. - ona

man, Japan sign
act in energy field

The two sides also inked the third extension

of the MoU signed between the Ministry

of Energy and Minerals and the Japan

Organisation for Metals and Energy Security

in the field of crude energy, natural gas and

clean energy

MUSCAT: The Sultanate of Oman,
represented by the Ministry of En-
ergy and Minerals, and Japan, rep-
resented by its Ministry of Econ-
omy, Trade and Industry, signed a
Memorandum of Understanding

(MoU) in the field of hydrogen, fuel
ammonia and carbon recycling that
includes methanation.

The two sides also signed the
third extension of the MoU signed
between the Ministry of Energy

and Minerals and the Japan Or-
ganization for Metals and Energy
Security in the field of crude en-
ergy, natural gas and clean energy.

The MoUs were signed by Eng.
Salim Nasser Al Aufi, Minister of
Energy and Minerals and Yasutoshi
Nishimura, Japanese Minister of
Economy, Trade and Industry.

The first MoU aims to acceler-
ate the Oman-Japan energy and
resources cooperation and ac-
knowledge the continued role and
contribution of the Sultanate of
Oman to Japan’s energy security.

The MoU will support efforts
within multilateral fora to acceler-
ate cooperation, exchange infor-
mation and research results and
hold workshops, trade missions,
site visits and working groups in
the field of hydrogen, fuel ammo-
nia and carbon recycling that in-

cludes Methanation.

Moreover, the term of the third
extension of the MoU is from
January 9, 2023, and for three
years, thus enhancing collabora-
tion in dealing with commercial
and technical issues pertaining to
clean energy.

This MoU was first signed on
January 9, 2014, in confirmation
of the two sides’ mutual inten-
tion and desire to promote and
develop cooperation in the field
of crude oil, natural gas and clean
energy development based on re-
ciprocal benefits.

Al Aufi expressed his hope that
those MoUs will contribute to the
exchange of expertise and striking
new partnerships in the field of hy-
drogen, fuel ammonia and carbon
recycling that includes methana-
tion between the two countries. -ona

UOman LNG

MUSCAT: Oman LNG signed
three binding sheet agreements
with Japanese firms for the pro-
duction and delivery of LNG start-
ing in 2025. The total amount of
LNG to be delivered is 2.35 million
metric tonnes per annum (MTPA).

The new agreements will see
Oman LNG supplying LNG based
on contracts varying from 5 to 10
years. The amount of LNG to be
delivered is as follows: 0.8 MTPA
to ITOCHU Corporation, 0.8
MTPA to JERA Co., Inc. and 0.75
MTPA to Mitsui and Co. Ltd.

Eng. Salim Nasser Al Aufi,
Minister of Energy and Minerals
and Nishimura Yasutoshi, Japa-
nese Minister of Economy, Trade
and Industry were present dur-
ing the signing ceremony.

The agreements were signed
by Hamad Al Nuamani, CEO of
Oman LNG, Tetsuya Yamada
from ITOCHU Corporation, Hi-
toshi Nishizawa from JERA Co.,
Inc. and Motoyasu Nozaki from

51gns
agreemernts with
Japanese firms to sell
liquified natural gas

Mitsui and Co.

Such a step comes as a signifi-
cant milestone for Oman LNG,
as it complements the company’s
strive to renew its contracts with
a strong interest to leverage its
partnership with Japan.

Al Aufi said that the agree-
ments were signed after the end
of'the current contracts. The new
contracts take into considera-
tion the notes submitted to the
Ministry of Energy and Minerals
regarding the previous MoUs and
agreements. The notes were sub-
mitted by the State Audit Institu-
tion (SAI) and the Shura Council.

Al Nuamani pointed out that
this move complements Oman
LNG’s efforts to further grow,
reach international markets and
explore new opportunities. It
will also leverage the enhanced
production and Oman LNG’s na-
tionwide commitment towards
diversifying the economy while
ensuring economic growth. -ona

Oryx Fund delivers highest return to investors among Mena fund peers

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Bank Muscat Oryx
Fund has once again been rec-
ognised as the best-performing
Mena equity fund by the reputed
CityWire® rankings.

These rankings are based on
the returns generated by the fund
for its investors against 20 other
funds focusing on the Mena region
during the 1 year that ended on
October 31, 2022. The Oryx fund
has delivered a 13.3 per cent return
for the one year that ended Octo-
ber 31, 2022, as against are turn
of 0.1 per cent by the S&P GCC
index during the same period. De-
livering double-digit returns is a
remarkable achievement by Oryx
Fund considering the challenging
investment environment during
2022. Consistency has been the
hallmark of Bank Muscat Oryx

Treasury bills
worth OMR26
million issued

MUSCAT: The Central Bank
of Oman (CBO) raised OMR26
million by way of allotting treas-
ury bills on Tuesday.

The treasury bills are for a
maturity period of 182 days,
from December 28 until June
28,2023.

The average accepted price
reached OMR97.589 for every
OMR100, and the minimum
accepted price arrived at
OMR97.550 per OMR100. The
average discount rate and the
average yield reached 4.83517
per cent and 4.95464 per cent,
respectively.

The interest rate on the Repo
operations with CBO is 5.00 per
cent while the discount rate on
the Treasury Bills Discounting
Facility with CBOis 5.50 per cent.

The treasury bills are short-
term highly secured financial in-
struments issued by the Minis-
try of Finance, and they provide
licensed commercial banks the
opportunity to invest their sur-
plus funds. -ona

fund in absolute as well as relative
performance, across time periods,
through its long track record span-
ning 28 years.

In addition to the attractive re-
turns, the fund has also been con-
sistently rewarding its investors
with regular income distributions
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(through dividends) for the past
28 years. In 2022, the fund has dis-
tributed a dividend of 66 baisas per
unit, thus maintaining its consist-
ent and growing income distribu-
tion track record since 2016.

On the back of the robust track
record, the fund has witnessed

e

%

significant inflows over the years,
making it the largest open-ended
equity fund in Oman and one of the
largest open-ended equity funds in
the GCC region.

Bank Muscat Oryx Fund has won
several accolades for generating
wealth for its investors and signifi-
cant outperformance compared to
peers. Many times, it has been top-
rated by various renowned global
fund reviewers such as Lipper,
Mena Fund Manager and Emerg-
ing Market Finance.

Oryx Fund represents an attrac-
tive investment proposition for
long-term investors. The fund’s
strategy to follow a bottom-up ap-
proach that is focused on the se-
lection of quality stocks has been
proven over various market cycles
and time periods.

The fund management team’s
insights in the GCC region, quality
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of research across industries and
sectors and knowledge of investee
companies’ performance and fu-
ture direction are the key factors
that have enabled the fund to pro-
vide consistent and stable long-
term returns to the investors.

The Oryx Fund is an open-end-
ed fund regulated by the Capital
Market Authority, Oman. The
fund offers daily liquidity, provid-
ing flexibility to invest or redeem
on any business day. Investors can
subscribe to the fund with a mini-
mum subscription amount as low as
OMR50. Investors may also choose
to invest every month by subscrib-
ing to Systematic Investment Plan
Option. The fund’s NAV is published
daily on the Bank Muscat website
and the Muscat Stock Exchange
website so that investors can track
the value of their investments daily.
Interested investors may contact

£)800 76 200

the fund’s Investor Servicing Desk at
24768064 or through email at asset-
management@bankmuscat.com to
understand the process to subscribe
tothe fund.

Please refer to the prospectus of
Bank Muscat Oryx Fund to under-
stand the risks involved and other
details related to the investment
in this fund. The prospectus of the
fund is available on www.bank-
muscat.com.

Bank Muscat’s Asset Manage-
ment business has a proven track
record of successful operations for
almost 29 years and is today the
largest asset manager in Oman and
one of the leading asset managers
in the GCC region, with approxi-
mately $2.5 billion of AUM. It of-
fers tailored investment solutions
across asset classes including eq-
uity, fixed income, real estate and
private equity investments.
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MSX in
ends higher

X

The trading value stood at OMR5,619,262,

comprising a drop of 6.5 per cent, compared

to the last session, which stood at

OMRG6,010,956

MUSCAT: Muscat Stock Ex-
change (MSX) general index (30)
gained 14.3 points, comprising
a rise of 0.29 per cent to close
at 4,845.41 points, compared to
the last session, which stood at
4,831.15 points.

The trading value stood at
OMR5,619,262, comprising a
drop of 6.5 per cent, compared to
the last session, which stood at
OMRG6,010,956.

The report released by MSX
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pointed out that the market val-
ue went up by 0.090 per cent to
reach about OMR23.72 billion.

The report added that the
value of shares bought by
non-Omani investors reached
OMRG672,000, comprising 11.96
per cent. The value of shares sold
by non-Omani investors reached
OMR627,000, comprising 11.15
per cent. The net non-Omani in-
vestment increased by 0.80 per
centto OMR45,000. — ona
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INDICES

Index Value Prev. Value.......... 1V drrrrrrrrrer Diff %
MSX 30 INDEX 4,845.41 4,831.15 14.25 0.29
FINANCIAL INDEX : 7,860.85 7,817.97 42.87 0.55
Industry Inde 6,358.39...ccccveeene 6,320.74 6,355.57 6,316.16 3941 0.62
Services Index 1,620.68 1,608.60 1,610.73 1,615.83 -5.11 -0.32
MSX Shariah Index 499.14 498.27 49913 498.68 046 0.09
MSX TRINDEX..... ....6,097.80 6,115.79 6,097.80 17.99 0.29
FINANCIAL TR IDX 8,180.64 8,225.50 8,180.64 44.86 0.55
SERVICES TRIDX... 1,700.15 1,702.40 1,707.80 -5.40 -0.32
INDUSTRIAL TR IDX. 6,619.87 6,580.67 6,616.94 6,575.91 41.03 0.62
Trading Summary

Volume ......cceeueeeee Turnover .......... Trades Market Cap. Up Down Equal......... Sec. Traded
23,250,689 5,619,262 781 23,723,291,444 18 10 20 48

SHARE PRICE BULLETIN FOR TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27

1SIN. SECURITY NAME

REGULAR MARKET

VOLUME.......... TURNDVER ... TRADES......... OPEN PRICE ... HIGH...............

0OMO0000002200

......... 1,495,582

-..333,391,427
...... 43,662,764
...101,908,795

OM0000002077 AL OMANIYA FIN.S 25,000 600.
OM0000001749.. OMAN CEMENT 18,000 5474,
OMO0000002176.. JAZEERA STEEL PROD. 63,58 13,9

OMO0000003125. GLOBALINV.H 12,000 660.

OM0000003968
OMO0000001087 .
OMO0000001152...

OMAN UNITED INS
OMAN NAT. ENG.

e 2TATT,551
...... 11,000,000

..282,509,796

OMO0000001483.
OMO0000001533..
0OMO0000002440

NATIONAL BANK OMAN ..

AL SHARQIA INV.

..... 29,500,000

0OMO0000002796
OMO0000003000
OM0000003026

BANK MUSCAT
AIMAHA PETROLEUM
OMAN TELECOM.

...... 15,680,000

..471,524,443

-..280,713 479

......... 7,110,000

.2,101,791,177

..... 62,100,000

OMO0000003398 SOHARINT. BANI

ALMAHA CERAM.

RENAISSANCE SER.

634,511.........294,740

Total 1

15,068,116 .4,139,825

-.696,000,000

-..491,136,665
..... 24,200,000
-..108,275,780

Parallel Market ...

SMN POWER HOLDING.
OMAN QATAR INSUR....
ASAFFAFOODS

OMO0000004248

MUSCAT FINANCE
OMAN FISHERIE

GALFAR ENGINEER.

THE PEARL REIF

OMAN ARAB BANK

OM0000002374.
OM0000001772..

UNITED FINANCE
ALANWAR INVESTMENT

323,610

176,894.
27462.

OMO0000001517 ..
OM0000007043

HSBC BANK OMAN.........
NATIONAL LIFE INS!

..1,026,842......169,379.

i 0w

.18,936,153
.35,319,642
+..50,122,885
212,015,070
23,043,531
.17,000,000

7,000 380.

OM0000001160.. NATIONAL GAS

OM0000001301.

OM0000001418.. RAYSUT CEMENT

DHOFAR FOODS AND INVESTMENT

OM0000002341. OMAN CHLORINE

-..330,051,610

-..135,447,276

925,000

OM0000004420 BANK NIZWA

MADINA TAKAFUL

ALBATINAH POWER.
BARKA DESALINATION

BANK DHOFAR

OMAN EMIRATES HO........
SEMBCORP SALALAH

GULF MUSHROOM P

10,119,948
...512,376,096

,140,625

.61,092,605

OMO0000005963 PHOENIX POWER

OM0000003661.. VOLTAMP ENERGY.

OM0000004933 AL SUWADIPOWER

+..-10,026,870

62,891,86:

326,248

Total

Pact signed to develop ‘Intaj Suhar’
advanced industries company

ﬁ
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MUSCAT: Industrial Innovation
Academy signed a partnership
agreement with Sohar University
to develop ‘Intaj Suhar’ advanced
industries’ company.

The agreement was signed by
Dr Ayman Abdullah Al Fudhaili,
CEO of Industrial Innovation
Academy, and Dr Hamdan Su-
laiman Al Fazari, Vice-Chancel-
lor of Sohar University.

The ceremony was held under

jﬁ ———a

e

Promotion.

The agreement, which lends
support to the sector of converting
industries and innovation, seeks
to promote advanced industries,
which serves as one of the basic
pillars of economic diversifica-
tion and a step forward in realising

Oman Vision 2040.

B
— T *-!‘l\

the auspices of Qais bin Moham-
med Al Yousef, Minister of Com-
merce, Industry and Investment

‘Intaj Suhar’ constitutes the
second phase of a project that was
undertaken as part of a coopera-
tion between the Ministry of Com-
merce, Industry and Investment
Promotion, Oman Vision 2040
Implementation Follow-up Unit
and Sohar University.

The first phase was an experi-
mental stage in manufacturing
moulds and establishing an ad-
vanced research centre. -ona
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Asyad Group launches ‘Data Lake’ to
promote data-driven competitiveness

MUSCAT: Asyad Group
launched Data Lake as its latest
digital ecosystem project that
falls within its strategy to equip
Asyad with empirical insights on
current and future operational,
markets and customer trends.

On this project, Asyad Group
partnered with Rihal, an Oma-
ni data and migration services
company, to develop its big-data
management and analytics capa-
bilities, support cloud-based ap-
plications and utilise Oman’s new
in-country cloud infrastructure,
accelerating the deployment of
cutting-edge technologies.

Big data analytics and forward-
looking business intelligence are
the key enablers of Asyad’s group
technological strategy aimed
at achieving growth and global
competitiveness. The solutions
— developed in partnership with
Rihal — will serve the present and
forecast the future. The proactive
features will deliver an ideal cus-
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Forum reviews
latest technical
securlty solutions
In banking sector

MUSCAT: The ‘“Technical Secu-
rity in the Banking and Financial
Sector’ conference began here
under the patronage of Tahir
Salim Al Amari, Executive Presi-
dent of the Central Bank of Oman
(CBO). The event was organised
by Element Technology Compa-
ny in partnership with Microsoft
and the CBO.

The conference came to pro-
vide technical solutions to the
modern technical challenges fac-
ing the security of the financial
and banking sector in the Sultan-
ate of Oman and the world.

It began with a review of the
latest technical security solu-
tions developed by Onsor Tech-
nology for institutions operating
in the financial and banking sec-
tors. In partnership with Micro-
soft, Onsor was able to develop
a technical security solution
known as ‘Secured-Core PCs’ in

the TURS device designed and
manufactured by Onsor Tech-
nology, which is the first secure
tablet developed for industries
whose owners deal with intellec-
tual property, sensitive security
information, or customers’ data,
including personally identifiable
information (PII).

In addition, the customised
technical solutions provided by
Onsor to companies and sectors
of all kinds that will enhance data
security and provide a smarter
and easier user experience were
reviewed.

The event included special-
ised workshops, presented by
specialists from Onsor Technol-
ogy Company, Microsoft and the
CBO to talk more about these
technologies and their impor-
tance in developing and enhanc-
ing the security of the financial
and banking sectors. -ona

tomer experience, provide com-
petitive services to acquire global
customers and predict future
market trends to support Asyad’s
strategy and growth.

The analytics of the amassed
data from across the group’s op-
erations and assets will serve as
a critical tool to optimise opera-
tional efficiencies, this includes,

for example, preventive main-
tenance that minimises break-
downs and downtime of ships
and maritime assets and reduces
fuel consumption and emissions
from shipping. This helps Asyad
Group’s operational performance
and quality improve, its profit-
ability increase, and its business
development. -ona

Stocks advance, US
dollar retreats as China
drops quarantine rule

HONG KONG: Stock markets
gained while the US dollar sof-
tened after China said it would
drop its quarantine requirements
for inbound visitors, further eas-
ing three-year border controls
aimed at curbing COVID-19.

China will stop requiring in-
bound travellers to go into quaran-
tine starting from 8 January, the
National Health Commission said
on Monday. It will also downgrade
the seriousness of COVID-19 as it
has become less virulent and will
gradually evolve into a common
respiratory infection.

According to Reuters, MSCI’s
broadest index of Asia-Pacific
shares outside Japan was up 0.5
per cent. China’s bluechip added
1.1 per cent.

Japan’s Nikkei share average
was up 0.3 per cent by lunch-
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time, having given up some early
gains that had taken the index to
its highest in a week, helped by
retailers’ hopes for a return of
big-spending Chinese tourists,
as Takashimaya boosted its profit
outlook. US stock futures, the
S&P 500 e-minis , inched up 0.6
per cent, indicating the market
is set to rise as traders return to
their terminals after the Christ-
mas holiday.

Markets in some regions in-
cluding Hong Kong and Australia
remain shut.

Chaoping Zhu, a global market
strategist and JPMorgan Asset
Management, said the latest pol-
icy move from China indicated
economic activity in most major
cities may return to normal very
quickly, which is very positive for
investors. -ena
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When you exercise, your feet and ankles do a ton of work holding you up and
absorhing the shock of each step you take. So, as you kick off your new fitness
routine, don’t forget to protect them.

RESOLVING TO GET IN
SHAPE IN 20237

hile you may want to
tone your abs, glutes
and triceps in the

new year, there’s one often-
overlooked area of the body
that deserves your attention
too: your feet!

“A lot of people hit the gym
or dust off their home exercise
equipment in January,” says
Danielle Butto, DPM, FACFAS,

a board-certified foot and an-
kle surgeon and a Fellow Mem-
ber of the American College of
Foot and Ankle Surgeons (AC-
FAS).

“But without proper pre-
cautions, a new exercise rou-
tine can cause foot and ankle
injuries that could sideline
you just as you’re hitting your
stride.”

HERE’S WHAT TO KNOW AS YOU
FOLLOW THROUGH ON YOUR
RESOLUTION TO GET FIT

®Don’t play through the pain
of an ankle sprain. Avoiding
treatment can not only cause
further damage to the liga-
ments which may take much
longer to heal or possibly re-
quire surgery, but you may be
overlooking a more serious
injury — a stress fracture.

®A stress fracture may feel
like an ankle sprain at first,
but you’ll notice additional
warning signs, such as swell-
ing without bruising, and pain
even during normal activities
or when touching the area. If
you have any of these symp-
toms, have your foot and ankle
evaluated by a foot and ankle
surgeon as soon as possible.

®Pain or swelling around your
Achilles tendon after a work-
out could be indications of
Achilles tendonitis. Untreat-
ed, a stretched or strained
Achilles tendon may worsen
over time, leading to stiffness
and fatigue in your injured leg.
Worse yet, untreated Achil-
les tendonitis could result in
a ruptured tendon requiring
surgery and a rehabilitation of
several months.

®THeel pain thatlasts for more
than a day or two, or worsens
when you stand after sit-
ting for an extended amount
of time, may be plantar fas-
ciitis. This common condi-
tion is a result of inflamma-
tion of the tissue extending
from your heel to your toes.
If caught early, your foot and
ankle surgeon can recom-
mend at-home conditioning.
Inlate stages, plantar fasciitis
is harder to treat and takes
longer to resolve.

The good news? Many inju-
ries are preventable. Foot and
ankle surgeons offer five tips
to help you keep your feet and
ankles healthy:

1. Be smart. Consider con-
sulting a personal trainer at
first to ensure you're practic-
ing good form, and to increase
the duration and intensity of
your workouts gradually and
safely.

2. Stretch. Incorporate mo-
bility and stretching into your
fitness regimen, particularly
before and after workouts.

3. Be footwear aware.
Wear properly-fitting athletic
shoes that support the arch
of the foot, provide heel cush-
ioning and are designed for
the exercise in which you're
engaged. These measures can
help you avoid plantar fasciitis
and neuromas. Wear cotton or
nonslip socks to help prevent
painful blisters, which can be-
come infected and cause more
serious issues, especially if you
have diabetes.

4.Guard against bacteria.
Sweaty shoes, public showers,
exercise equipment and the
pool deck are breeding grounds
for fungus, viruses and bacte-
ria. Wear water shoes in pub-
lic areas, and after workouts,
and get your feet clean and dry
quickly.

5. Book an appointment.
Foot and ankle pain isn’t nor-
mal. It signals a problem that
needs to be evaluated, diag-
nosed and treated by a special-
ist who fully understands this
part of the body. -statepoint
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Arsenal fight back to
defeat West Ham 3-1

With the win, Arsenal
have a total of 40
points to extend lead
at the top having won
13 of their 15 games,
losing only one and

drawing the other

LONDON: Arsenal made a stun-
ning comeback in the second half
to extend their lead in the Premier
League standings to seven points
following a 3-1 win over West
Ham on the very night which saw
the former Gunners boss Arsene
Wenger return to the Emirates
Stadium for the first time since his
departure in 2018.

Now, Arsenal has a total of 40
points to their name, having won
13 of their 15 games, losing only
one and drawing the other one.

In 16 matches, West Ham has
won only four, lost 10, and drawn
two. They are in the 16th position
inthetable with a total of 14 points.

After William Saliba brought
Jarrod Bowen inside the box, West
Ham got a chance at the goal.

Said Benrahma wasted no time
in converting the penalty into a
goal to give their side a 1-0 lead in
the 27th minute.

At half-time, the scoreline
read 1-0 in favour of the visitors.

Gunners needed to respond
strongly in the second half.

They did just that as Bukayo
Saka and Gabriel Martinelli
helped the hosts make a quick
comeback, scoring two goals in
the 53rd minute and 58th minute
to take the lead. Thirteen minutes
into the second half, the smile was

back on Wenger’s face.

In the 69th minute of the match,
Eddie Nketiah, rounded off a
brilliant night with a superb goal,
tripling the lead which lasted till
the end of the game.

Mikel Arteta, the club’s cur-
rent manager, thanked Wenger for
coming.

“It’s a special day. Thank you so
much for him coming and hopeful-
ly walking through the building he
is going to feel everything that eve-
rybody thinks of him, everything
that he left here, but also his pres-
ence is something that has to be
very attached to this football club.

“So, thank you for doing that be-
cause it means a lot to everybody
at the club,” Arteta was quoted as
saying by Sky Sports.

Arteta also expressed happi-
ness with his team’s performance
saying that the home crowd
generated alot of belief and energy
for his team, which showed “alot of
composure and real quality, but
also real clarity to understand
what the game demanded, and
they executed that really well.”

On his team’s title ambitions,
the manager said, “What I tell the
players is we have to focus on us.

Arsenal will be playing Brighton
on New Year’s Eve while West
Ham will host Brentford on
Friday. - am

Nortje hit by spidercam while fielding

MELBOURNE: Proteas pacer
Anrich Nortje was knocked over
by a fast-moving spider camera
on Day 2 at the Melbourne Cricket
Ground (MCG) on Tuesday.
However, according to the
ESPNecricinfo, Cricket Australia’s
host-television broadcaster Fox
Sports has apologised to Anrich
Nortje. Nortje confirmed after the
day’s play that he was fine, despite

being hit on his left shoulder and
elbow. CA said that Fox Sports had
admitted it was an error by the op-
erator. “I didn’t know what hit me,
to be honest. So far so good. It just
knocked the [left] shoulder and the
[left] elbow. The elbow is a bit sore
but otherwise seems to be okay. I'll
just monitor it and see how it goes
with the [doctor],” Nortje said as
quoted by ESPNcricinfo.

After being hit, he was able to
bowl at a high pace. He was in the
outfield shortly after lunch when
he was knocked to the ground by a
mobile camera zipping by at head
height.

“I saw cables and then I turned
around or moved my head and
then I saw the camera, but I was a
little bit too late. It was quite quick.
It didn’t really change my mindset

or anything. I tried to stay focused.
I think the one thing we’ve spoken
about earlier is how low it is and
it probably shouldn’t be unless [it
needs to be] for certain interviews
or something. But I don’t think it
should be travelling at head height.
That’s just my opinion. And then
for Marco [Jansen] as well, they
must take him into consideration
[for his height],” he added. - amt
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00C reviews plan
and budget for
2023 in meeting

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The board of direc-
tors of Oman Olympic Commit-
tee (OOC) held the 4th meeting
for this year on Monday, headed
by Khalid bin Muhammad Al
Zubair, OOC Chairman, in the
presence of members.

During the meeting, the min-
utes of the 3rd meeting held on
August 23 were reviewed and ap-
proved, and the decisions issued
by it were implemented, as well
as the minutes of the 3rd and 4th
executive office meetings held on
July 17 and November 2.

0OO0C’s plan and budget for
2023 was also reviewed and ap-
proved, which also included the
budget for international partici-
pations, and then reviewed the
financial statement until the end
of last November 2022.

The board reviewed the draft
regulations and controls that will
be implemented during the com-
ing period, as the board approved
the project of the Technical Of-
fice for Sports Studies and Devel-
opment, which aims to create a
technical umbrella that brings to-
gether a number of experts with
expertise and knowledge, spe-
cialised academics and the like,
and to be a participatory work
team that provides technical sup-
port as well as to advice to the

Warner’s double ton puts Australia in driver’s seat

MELBOURNE : David Warner’s
double hundred propelled Austral-
ia to 386/3 against South Africa
putting them in command at the
end of the second day of the Boxing
Day Test here at Melbourne.

David Warner had an anticli-
mactic end to his superb day at
the Melbourne Cricket Ground
(MCG) as he retired hurt af-
ter having suffered a hamstring
cramp during his double-hundred
celebration.

The southpaw fell to the hot
weather conditions at MCG after
piling misery on the Protea bowl-
ers as he shattered records en
route to his knock of 200% runs.

Australia resumed their inning
at 45/1 with David Warner 32*
and Marnus Labuschagne 5% at
the crease.

The duo could add only
30 runs to the scoreboard
before the right-hander was run
out for 14 runs.

Steve Smith walked into bat at
number four and stitched a mara-
thon partnership with Warner to
put the hosts ahead in the game.
The duo shared a 239-run stand
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for the third wicket to render the
visitors hopeless as they looked for
the elusive wicket.

Warner played the role of the
aggressor as Smith played second
fiddle in the partnership.

The pair was brilliant between
the wickets and kept the Protea
bowlers at bay.

Smith missed out on a well-de-
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served century and was dismissed
by pacer Anrich Nortje for 85 runs.

Left-hander Travis Head walked
in at number five and played a
quick-fire inning, taking the ag-
gressive route from the beginning.
He was partnered with Cameron
Green initially but a blow to the
all-rounder’s finger saw him retire
hurt and Alex Carey partnered him

till the end of the day.

Head remained unbeaten at 48
(48) while Carey scored 9%(22) at
the end of the day. Australia ended
the day with 386/3 with a sizeable
lead of 197 runs.

A five-wicket haul from all-
rounder Cameron Green put
Australiain a position of comfort at
the end of the first day’s play, with

. o1 WHS

the scoreboard reading 45/1 for the
hosts at the end of day’s play.

Brief scores: Australia
(first innings): 386/3 (Da-
vid Warner 200* retd hurt,

Steven Smith 85; Anrich Nortje
1-50) against South Africa (firstin-
nings): 189 (Marco Jansen 59, Kyle
Verreynne 52, Cameron Green
5/27).

board of directors, the sub-com-
mittees and the interested sports
bodies in particular on technical
and other advice related to the
tasks that will be assigned to the
office.

The attendees also reviewed
the work regulations of sub-
committees, and the controls for
international participation. It
was agreed to make some amend-
ments to them and to implement
them directly. They also reviewed
the implemented projects related
to the axes for the next stage.

The attendees reviewed the
amended draft of the regulations
of Oman Athletes Committee,
and after reviewing its provisions
and the additions it contained,
they were instructed to refer it
to Oman Athletes Committee for
review and coordination with
specialists regarding the notes
that were written and to be pre-
sented to the Executive Office
for approval. The new OOC for-
mation for Disputes and Sports
Arbitration Committee, as well
as Oman Sports for a Sustainable
Environment Committee, has
also been approved. Before the
end of the meeting, there were
several issues that the board of
directors reviewed in the last
items of the agenda prepared
and took the necessary decisions
regarding them.

WTA signals
historic 50th
anniversary

FLORIDA: The Women’s
Tennis Association (WTA) on
Tuesday announced season-
long plans to celebrate its 50th
anniversary in 2023, under the
campaign banner WTA 50: Just
Starting.

The WTA was founded at a
meeting of players called by Bil-
lie Jean King on June 21, 1973,
on the eve of the Wimbledon
Championships. Frustrated by
sexism in the sport and an es-
tablishment that split the talent
pool with competing circuits,
King recognized the need for
women to formally join forces
to take control of their destiny.

With Dutch player Betty
Stove standing guard at the
conference room at London’s
Gloucester Hotel, King who had
won nine of her 12 Grand Slam
singles titles by that time was
determined no one would leave
until a definitive agreement had
been reached as read in a state-
ment released by WTA. - ant

RSTS trounce Safara International, Ahli Bank beat OCT Al Amerat B

Times News Service

MUSCAT: RSTS FCC thumped
Safara International by 88 runs in
the D Division and Ahli Bank beat
OCT Al Amerat Bin the G Division
of the Oman Cricket League Sea-
son 2022-23.

In the match between RSTS
FCC and Safara International,
RSTS FCC won the toss and
elected to bat first.

RSTS FCC got off to a shaky
start with their 1st wicket falling
in just the 2nd over of the match.

Josephin Joseph and Shahid
Afridi took the responsibility and
steadily built a partnership of 78
runs.

Death over finesse from Rueben
Kumar scoring 47 of 24 balls with
4 boundaries and a maximum and
Shahid Afridi’s chanceless 73 of 53
balls took RSTS FCC to 190 runs
in 20 overs.

In response, Safara Internation-
al could not capitalise with only 3
of their batsmen reaching double
digits falling to brilliant bowling
spells from the young Omidu Med-
agoda picking 4 wickets, Anzil Na-
zumudeen picking 3 wickets and
Rueben Kumar picking 2 wickets.
Brief scores: RSTS FCC 190/3
in 20 overs (Shahid Afridi 73 (53)
9x4, Rueben Kumar 47 (24) 4x4,
1x6; Wasim Raje 34/1) beat Sa-
fara International 102/10 in 15
overs ( Amol Dhotre 30 (24) 2x4,
1x6; Omidu Medagoda 16/4 , Anzil
Nazumudeen 5/3, Rueben Kumar
14/2) by 88 runs.

In the match between Ahli Bank
and OCT Al Amerat B, Ahli Bank
won the toss and elected to bat
first.

Ahli Bank’s openers made the
most of the call and thrashed
OCT Al Amerat’s bowling with
the opening pair of Ittecheria K

From left: Anzil N, Shahid Afridi, Rueben Kumar, Omidu M of RSTS FCC

and Tawsif Tambe stitching a 144
run partnership and Mohammed
Zain’s flourishing touches scoring
quickfire in the death overs to take
them to a record highest score this
year with 221 runs on the board.

Abdullah Al Balushi picked 2
wickets in the innings for OCT Al
Amerat B.

In response, OCT Al Amerat B
could just notch 137 runs losing 7
wickets , falling short by 84 runs,

Ahli Bank recorded highest score in G Division this year

although, Abdullah Al Balushi kept
fighting for his team scoring 55 of
53 balls with 8 boundaries.

Ahli Bank registered their 4th
win of the league in 6 games.
Brief scores: Ahli Bank 221/4

in 20 overs (Ittecheria K 91 (50)
14x4, 1x6, Tawsif Tambe 67 (45)
10x4; Abdullah Al Balushi 43/2)
beat OCT Al Amerat B137/7 in 20
overs (Abdullah Al Balushi 55 (53)
8x4; Narayan Jayaraman 35/2).
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Wintering whooper swans seen at
Yellow River in NW China’s Qinghai
Wintering whooper swans are seen at the
Yellow River in Hualong Hui Autonomous
County of Haidong City, northwest China’s
Ringhai Province. xinhua

Salman Khan greets
during his 57th
birthday party
celebration
Bollywood actor Salman
Khan greets during his
57th birthday party
celebration hosted
by his sister Arpita
Khan Sharma, at her
residence, in Mumbai.
ANI Photo Traditional horse race
in Indonesia
A jockey rides his horse
during a traditional
horse race at Gayo
Plateau in Bener
Meriah, Aceh Province,
Indonesia. xinhua
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i [ competition held

in Prague, Czech
Republic

Swimmers participate
in the traditional
Christmas swimming
competition in the
Vltava River in
Prague, the Czech
Republic. Xinhua

=
-

=
x

Boxing Day sales in
London, Britain
People are seen
outside a store during
Boxing Day sales in
London, Britain. xinhua

People enjoy
shopping in
Kuala Lumpur
People visit a
shopping mall in
Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia. xinhua
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AhliIslamic rewards its credit card
holders at Shell Oman service stations

Until the end of the year 2022, all Ahli
Islamic credit cardholders will get a 20 per

cent cashback when fuelling at Shell Service

stations or shopping at Shell Select stores

MUSCAT: As part of its continu-
ous efforts to provide exclusive
benefits under its credit card pro-
files, Ahli Islamic has extended
its collaboration with Shell Oman
Marketing to offer exciting cash
rewards to its credit card holders.
Up until the end of the year 2022,
all ahli islamic credit cardholders
will get a 20 per cent cashback when
fuelling at Shell Service stations or
shopping at Shell Select stores.
Commenting on the promotion,

Yousuf Al Rawahi, Deputy Gen-
eral Manager and Head of Ahli
Islamic said, “We recognise the
importance of meeting customers’
needs and providing them with
Sharia-compliant banking solu-
tions consistent with their evolv-
ing lifestyle. Hence, ahli islamic
has always strived to create prod-
ucts and services that help all our
customers achieve their goals and
earn value-added benefits.”

“This objective is also reflected

in the cashback offer for the Ahli
Islamic credit card holders, who
can access a range of services and
benefits provided by our third-
party partners from across differ-
ent sectors. It is also indicative of
our digital transformation journey
and encouraging cashless transac-
tions across the country, as part of
Oman 2040 objectives.”

As part of the collaborative
promotion, Ahli Islamic custom-
ers can avail of a discount of up to
OMR10 at Shell Oman service sta-
tions and Select outlets.

“This offer is in line with the
bank’s objective to keep providing
excellent customer-centric ser-
vices that are innovative, secure,
and convenient. It also demon-
strates our in-depth understand-
ing of client’s needs and our keen-
ness to adapt these learnings to
meet customer expectations and
current market requirements,” Al
Rawahi added.

The cashback campaign repre-
sents ahli islamic’s commitment
to its strategy, which focuses on
achieving the ideal balance of sus-
tainable growth goals with that of
meeting customer demands. At
a time when the Islamic banking
sector is experiencing significant
growth in operations and in-
creased customer demand; such
initiatives are expected to have a
more positive impact on the coun-
try’s economic development.

With the expansion of its prod-
uct and services portfolio, Ahli Is-
lamic has been able to enhance its
retail banking offers. This confirms
its commitment to the ‘customer-
first’ approach, and the attention
it attaches to customer feedback
by constantly improving its offers
and services. The bank provides
its Sharia-compliant products
and services across its digital plat-
forms and growing branch network
across the Sultanate.

Khimji Ramdas Bath Solutions wins ‘Luxury Bath
& Sanitaryware Solutions Brand of the Year award

MUSCAT: A brand committed to
business excellence, sustainability
initiatives and customer-centrici-
ty, Khimji Ramdas Bath Solutions
(KRBS) has been bringing the best
of global brands to Oman.

Honouring its continued efforts,
the company was recently con-
ferred the ‘Luxury Bath & Sani-
taryware Solutions Brand of the
Year’ title at the Signature Luxury
100 event, which was held at the
Crowne Plaza, Qurum recently.
The evening welcomed His High-
ness Sayyid Muadh bin Dheyab Al
Said as the esteemed Chief Guest,
alongside Her Highness Sayyida
Dr Taghreed Turki Mahmoud
Al Said, Sayidda Basma Al Said,
Sheikh Issa bin Salim Al Mashani
and Sheikh Dr Hamdan bin Saba
Al-Saadi as the Guests of Honour.
It also witnessed the presence of
C-suite executives from leading
brands, industry experts and key
delegates.

Commenting on the award,
Varun Khimji, Director-Khimji
Ramdas said, “KRBS, which is a
part of Khimji Ramdas Group, a
leading conglomerate that was
established as early as 1870, mir-
rors the same level of dedication
to quality as its parent company.
This award further attests to Kh-
imji Ramdas Bath Solutions’ keen
focus on revolutionising the sani-
taryware market with solutions
from innovative, design-oriented
and sustainability-focused inter-
national brands.”

Ravi Dhulipala, Chief Operating
Officer-KR Infrastructure Clus-
ter said, “We are indeed delighted
to have earned this prestigious
award. With consumers becom-
ing more sustainability-focused
and aesthetically conscious, there

has been a rising demand for reli-
able, high quality and personalised
bathroom solutions. With its years
of expertise in the industry, KRBS
has developed the ability to antici-
pate and evolve according to the
needs of its discerning customers
and offer meaningful inputs and
expert advice whilst assisting in
the selection of the right products
and services.”

Meanwhile, Ranjit Ravindran,
General Manager-KRBS said,
“Customer satisfaction, hassle-
free processes and unparalleled
quality delivered through world-
class products are what makes us
different. Adopting a more holis-
tic approach to business, we of-
fer end-to-end services in an en-

deavour to assist our elite clients
in every step of their journey. We
match products and solutions that
are customised according to our
customer’s expectations with ex-
ceptional services that encompass
everything from installation, ser-
vice and maintenance.”
Partnering with renowned sani-
taryware brands - Roca, Jaquar
and Bagno Design, KRBS has set
up state-of-the-art showrooms
in the Sultanate of Oman. Each
showroom has a team of well-
trained design consultants, sales
representatives and customer ser-
vice professionals who not only
reserve the required knowledge
of sanitaryware products but also
have the inherent zeal to turn their

customer’s unique bathroom con-
cepts into areality.

As the sole distributor of these
brands in Oman, KRBS caters to
the key areas of construction and
design for an array of sectors for
the Khimji Ramdas Infrastructure
cluster.

With an extensive portfolio of
internationally acclaimed prod-
ucts, KRBS pays tribute to the fine
traditions of exquisite craftsman-
ship and precision. A pure blend
of design, technology and talent
that combines to create a master-
piece, the products are crafted to
meet the varying demands of the
customers and can either be coor-
dinated together or offered as indi-
vidual pieces.

Suhol Al Fayha launches its new logo

MUSCAT: Suhol Al Fayha, a part
of the KV Group and the largest
importer, distributor and grower
of fruits and vegetables in the Sul-
tanate of Oman, launched its new
logo in a glittering ceremony at the
Hormuz Grand Hotel on Monday.
The inauguration was done by
Faisal bin Abdullah Al Rawas,
Chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Oman Chamber of
Commerce and Industry. Abdul
Latheef, the Expat representative
of the Oman Chamber of Com-

merce and Industry was present
at the ceremony. The event was
presided over by the Chairman of
KV Group Abdul Jabbar and Man-
aging Director Abdul Vahid. The
event was also attended by Sultan
Majid Al Abri, Chairman of the
Oman Agricultural Association.

Many dignitaries including spon-
sors, officials from the municipal-
ity, banks, customers and suppliers
from around Oman, media, execu-
tive directors and employees of the
KV group attended the meeting.

)

Construction of Oman’s
first dedicated women and
children hospital facility

in Sohar completed

MUSCAT: Aman Healthcare
Services (Aman Healthcare), a
private equity management ve-
hicle of Oman Investment Cor-
poration (OIC) in the healthcare
sector, announced that it had
completed the construction of
Oman’s first dedicated women
and children hospital facility in
Sohar named Saada Hospital.

It has received a completion
certificate from the municipality
and is all set for a soft launch in
the first quarter of 2023.

Eng. Kalat Al Balushi, the
Chairman of Aman Healthcare
and the Chief Executive Officer
of OIC, stated: “We are proud
to complete the construction
work of Saada Hospital and de-
liver state-of-the-art hospital
facilities with high international
standards within the planned
timeline despite the Covid-19
pandemic. We thank our inves-
tors, lenders, and stakeholders
who have shown continuing con-
fidence in us. Saada Hospital will
provide much-needed quality
infrastructure and medical ser-
vices to its customers and the lo-
cal community in Sohar& North
Batinah Governorate.”

With its purpose-built state-
of-the-art medical facilities,
Saada hospital provides high-
quality medical services, mod-
ern healthcare technology, and
a family-friendly environment.
‘With a built area of 10,600 square
meters, Saada Hospital will open
with 50 beds that can be extended
to 80 beds in the future.

Saada Hospital’s facilities in-
clude nine modern delivery suites,
three hi-tech operation theatres,
15 outpatient consultation rooms,
a full-fledged emergency depart-
ment, and a full range of NICU
& ICU services. Each inpatient

room of Saada Hospital is de-
signed to accommodate women’s
and children’s requirements and
local cultural needs.

Saada Hospital offers focused-
quality medical services for
women and children in the fields
of maternity, surgical gynaecol-
ogy, paediatrics, neonatal inten-
sive care (NICU), fetal medicine,
and infertility as well as general
healthcare services such as in-
ternal medicine, ENT, Cosmetic
dermatology, general surgery, and
general and paediatric dentistry.

With globally trained obstetri-
cians, midwives, paediatricians,
healthcare specialists, and nurs-
es, the Saada Hospital ensures
the topmost personalized care for
each patient and offers normal
and high-risk pregnancy -care,
ante-natal, and post-natal care
breastfeeding support, and par-
enting education with its patient-
centric approach.

Aman Healthcare’s vision is
to become Oman’s first regional
healthcare services player by
pursuing organic and inorgan-
ic opportunities in attractive
healthcare sub-sectors in Oman
& other GCC countries. Saada
Hospital is Aman Healthcare’s
first healthcare project, with
plans for expansion in Muscat
and other GCC countries.

OIC is a leading Omani Private
Equity Investment company es-
tablished in 2005 with a strong
track record in establishing, in-
vesting in, and growing businesses.
OIC focuses on investing in health-
care, logistics, real estate, power,
infrastructure projects, and asset
and project management services.
A strong management and invest-
ment Team lead OIC with signifi-
cant healthcare and infrastructure
projects experience.
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