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MONDAY

OMAN LNG REVENUES REACH 
OMR3.2 BILLION IN 2021

OCCI MAKING EFFORTS TO 
BOOST OMAN-TANZANIA TIES

Oman LNG’s revenues by the end of 
2021 recorded an increase by 31% to 
reach USD 3.278 billion compared to 
2020. The rise is driven by the global 
economic revival during 2021 and 
increasing global energy prices. 

The Oman Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry is making eff orts to 
strengthen economic relations 
between the Sultanate of 
Oman and the United Republic 
of Tanzania by encouraging 
investments. >A2

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan 
Haitham bin Tarik held an offi  cial 
session of talks with President Sa-
mia Suluhu Hassan of the United 
Republic of Tanzania at Al Alam 
Palace on Sunday afternoon.

The talks explored the strong 
bilateral relations binding the two 
countries and ways of elevating 
them towards broader horizons 
to realise the aspirations of the 
Omani and Tanzanian peoples. 
The two leaders also exchanged 
views on various matters of com-
mon interest.

The offi  cial session of talks was 
attended from the Omani side by 
His Highness Sayyid Fahd bin 
Mahmoud Al Said, Deputy Prime 
Minister for the Council of Min-
isters, His Highness Sayyid Asa’ad 

bin Tarik Al Said, Deputy Prime 
Minister for International Rela-
tions and Cooperation Aff airs, 
Personal Representative of His 
Majesty the Sultan, His Highness 
Sayyid Shihab bin Tarik Al Said, 
Deputy Prime Minister for De-
fence Aff airs, Sayyid Khalid bin 
Hilal Al Busaidi, Minister of the 
Diwan of Royal Court, Gen. Sultan 
bin Mohammed Al Nu’mani, Min-
ister of the Royal Offi  ce, Sayyid 
Hamoud bin Faisal Al Busaidi, 
Minister of Interior, Sayyid Badr 
bin Hamad Al Busaidi, Foreign 

Minister, Sultan bin Salim Al 
Habsi, Minister of Finance, Dr. 
Madiha bint Ahmed Al Shaibani, 
Minister of Education, Salim bin 
Mohammed Al Mahrouqi, Min-
ister of Heritage and Tourism, 
Abdulsalam bin Mohammed Al 
Murshidi, Chairman of Oman 
Investment Authority (OIA), Dr. 
Rahma bint Ibrahim Al Mahrouqi, 
Minister of Higher Education, Re-
search and Innovation (Head of 
the Mission of Honour) and Saud 
bin Hilal Al Shidhani, Ambassador 
of the Sultanate to Tanzania. >A5
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Oman, Tanzania to 
tap the ancient links

1 Omani and Tanzanian 
diaspora are looking to 
improve age old ties.  >A2

WORLD
Mass protests held 
across US cities

2
Mass protests were held 
across the US cities 
against gun violence. >A6

SPORTS
Sri Lanka script 
historic victory

3
Sri Lanka team created 
history by scoring 59 
runs off  17 balls. >A8
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OMAN, TANZANIA WORKING TO 
MEET PEOPLE’S ASPIRATIONS

>B1

HM the Sultan hosts dinner in 

honour of Tanzanian President >A3

HM the Sultan welcomes 

President of Tanzania  >A4
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Oman, Tanzania 
look to tap into 
ancient linkages

SALEH AL-SHAIBANY

MUSCAT: Both Omanis and the 
Tanzanian diaspora are looking 
to improve centuries-old ties be-
tween the two countries follow-
ing the visit of President Samia 
Suluhu Hassan to Oman.

The President is currently in 

Oman on a three-day visit but 
for Omanis and Tanzanians her 
visit will open a new chapter in 
strengthening personal bonds be-
tween them in diff erent fi elds.

Many of them have families liv-
ing in both countries.

“I still have many relatives liv-
ing in Tanzania and we are work-
ing to import cashew nuts and 
also start a packaging company 
there. It is family connection that 
works well in business between 
the two countries,” Khalfan Al 
Subhi, an importer based in Mus-
cat, told Times of Oman.

But for some, the visit of Presi-
dent Hassan is something more 
than just investment and trade. 
It is the cultural link between the 
two communities that has culmi-
nated into her visit to Oman.

“It is a history that has endured 
for many centuries and stood the 
test of time. Both Omanis and 
Tanzanians are proud of the link. 
There have been intermarriages 
between the two people that go 

back to ages. So President Has-
san’s visit is really a celebration of 
the memorable ties,” Abdulla Al 
Harthy, an Omani who was born 
in Tanzania, told Times of Oman. 

The Tanzanian diaspora in 
Oman number over 30,000 and 
is engaged in diff erent sectors, 
including teaching, information 
technology, engineering and oil 
and gas.

Collaborating
The two countries are now col-
laborating to build tourism re-
sorts through Omran and set up 
joint industries as part of the 
advanced negotiations between 
the two governments. Oman 
and Tanzania officials also are 
engaged in discussions to es-
tablish joint offshore oil and gas 
explorations. 

According to statistics, about 
25,000 Omanis travel to Tanzania 
every year for holiday or for visit-
ing relatives in diff erent parts of 
the country.

The visit of Samia 

Suluhu Hassan of 

Tanzania to Oman 

is something more 

than just investment 

and trade

OCCI making eff orts to boost 
Oman-Tanzania trade ties
MUSCAT: Oman Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (OCCI) 
has been making necessary eff orts 
to further strengthen the econom-
ic relations between the Sultanate 
of Oman and the United Republic 
of Tanzania.

These eff orts included encour-
aging investments and showcas-
ing the available investment op-
portunities, holding seminars and 
organising economic forums to 
encourage contact and interac-
tion between Omani businessmen 
and their Tanzanian counterparts 
among other things.

Redha bin Jumah Al Saleh, 
Chairman of Oman Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (OCCI) 
said that the current offi  cial visit 
of President  Samya Suluhu Has-
san of the United Republic of Tan-
zania to the Sultanate refl ected 
the keenness of the leaderships of 
both the countries for further de-
velopment of the strong historic 
relations between the two coun-
tries in light of the cooperation in 
the various spheres established 
during the past decades.

He said in a statement to Oman 
News Agency that the total bi-
lateral capital investment stood 
at OMR8.320 million of which 
OMR1.899 million represented 
the contribution of the Tanza-
nian side.

 He also called for further ef-
forts to expand the cooperation 
between the two countries to cov-
er other sectors including the lo-
gistics services sector at the time 
Oman aspires to benefi t from the 
geographic location of Tanzania to 
become an access to the markets of 
countries in Africa and beyond. 

This cooperation would make 
Tanzania the gateway for transit of 
African products to the emerging 
markets in the GCC States apart 
from East Asian countries, he said.

Oman Vision 2040 encompass-
es advantages and enablers to a 
number of sectors in the private 
sector including the sectors of in-

dustry, agriculture, fi sheries, min-
ing, tourism, education, renewable 
energy and information technol-
ogy, which together and individu-
ally represent opportunities for 
expanding cooperation between 
the private sectors of the two 
countries, he said adding that the 
visit would drive cooperation for 
achievement of the joint interests 
of the two countries.

The deep-rooted relations and 
the history of trade between the 
two countries are factors for mak-
ing more eff orts towards enhance-
ment of exchange of trade and 
investment between the two coun-
tries, he said. -ONA 

I N I T I AT I VES
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HM HOSTS DINNER IN HONOUR OF TANZANIAN PRESIDENT

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan 
Haitham bin Tarik hosted an of-
fi cial dinner at Al Alam Palace 
guest house on Sunday evening 
in honour of President Samia Su-
luhu Hassan of Tanzania. Prior to 
the dinner, His Majesty the Sul-
tan and the Tanzanian President 
exchanged commemorative gifts 
on the occasion of the Tanzanian 
President’s visit to Oman. The 
dinner was attended by members 
of the Royal Family, ministers, 
chairmen of the State Council 
and Shura Council, commanders 
of the Sultan’s Armed Forces and 
the Royal Oman Police, as well as 
ambassadors of Arab and friendly 
countries, members of the State 
Council and Shura Council, under-
secretaries and some ambassadors 
at the Foreign Ministry. -ONA
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HM welcomes President of Tanzania

MUSCAT: President Samia Su-
luhu Hassan of the United Repub-
lic of Tanzania arrived on Sunday 
in the Sultanate of Oman on an of-
fi cial visit lasting for three days.

His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin 
Tarik led the welcoming party for 
the Tanzanian President. When 
the jet of President Samia touched 
ground at the Royal Airport, His 

Majesty the Sultan met the guest 
at the foot of the ramp, welcoming 
her and wishing her and the offi  -
cial delegation accompanying her 
a pleasant stay in Oman.

Along with His Majesty the Sul-
tan, the Tanzanian President was 
received by His Highness Sayyid 
Shihab bin Tarik Al Said, Deputy 
Prime Minister for Defence Af-

fairs, Sayyid Khalid bin Hilal Al 
Busaidi, Minister of the Diwan of 
Royal Court, Gen. Sultan bin Mo-
hammed Al Nu’mani, Minister of 
the Royal Offi  ce, Sayyid Hamoud 
bin Faisal Al Busaidi, Minister of 
Interior, Sayyid Badr bin Hamad 
Al Busaidi, Foreign Minister, Dr. 
Rahma bint Ibrahim Al Mahrouqi, 
Minister of Higher Education, Re-
search and Innovation (Head of 
the Mission of Honour), Saud bin 
Hilal Al Shidhani, Ambassador of 
the Sultanate of Oman to the Unit-
ed Republic of Tanzania, Abdallah 
Abasi Kilima, Ambassador of the 
United Republic of Tanzania to the 
Sultanate of Oman and members 
of the Mission of Honour.

Then, His Majesty the Sultan 
and the Tanzanian President 
headed to the reception hall, pass-
ing through two rows of the guard 

of honour of the Royal Guard of 
Oman (RGO).

After a short stay, the motorcade 
of His Majesty the Sultan and his 
guest, President Samia Suluhu 
Hassan, left the Royal Airport 
heading to Al Alam Palace for an 
offi  cial reception ceremony.

Before the arrival of the main ve-
hicle of the motorcade at Al Alam 
Palace, a squadron of cavalry lined 
the two sides of the road heading to 
the gate of the palace.

Upon the arrival of the mo-
torcade of His Majesty Sultan 
Haitham bin Tarik and President 
Samia Suluhu Hassan at the en-
trance of Al Alam Palace, the RGO 
band played a welcoming tune, 
to the accompaniment of trum-
pets, as the motorcade entered the 
courtyard of Al Alam Palace.

His Majesty the Sultan accom-

panied the President of Tanzania 
to the Dais of Honour where the 
Royal Anthem of the United Re-
public of Tanzania was played, 
while the artillery fi red a 21-gun 
salute for the guest.

Then, His Majesty the Sultan 
shook hands with members of the 
offi  cial delegation accompanying 
the President of Tanzania, wishing 
them a pleasant stay. In her turn, 
the guest shook hands with some 
members of the Royal Family, 
Chairmen of the State Council and 
Shura Council, ministers, com-
manders of the Sultan’s Armed 
Forces (SAF) and the Royal Oman 
Police (ROP).

After that, His Majesty the Sul-
tan and the guest proceeded to the 
hall where they took Arabian coff ee.

President Samia Suluhu Hassan 
is accompanied during her visit to 

the Sultanate of Oman by an offi  -
cial delegation comprising Janu-
ary Yusuf Makamba, Minister of 
Energy, Dr. Pindi Chana, Minister 
of Natural Resources and Tour-
ism, Dr. Khalid Salum Mohamed, 
Minister of Works, Transport and 
Communications, Ambassador 
Mbarouk Nassoro Mbarouk, Dep-
uty Minister of Foreign Aff airs and 
East African Cooperation, Fatma 
Rajab, Deputy Permanent Sec-
retary at the Ministry of Foreign 
Aff airs and East African Coopera-
tion, Abdallah Abasi Kilima, Am-
bassador of the United Republic of 
Tanzania to the Sultanate of Oman 
and some Tanzanian offi  cials.

During the visit, the two sides will 
exchange points of view about ways 
to realize the aspirations of the two 
countries and elevate joint coopera-
tion towards broader horizons. -ONA
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Oman, Turkey hold talks to enhance 
cooperation in records and archives
MUSCAT: An offi  cial session of 
talks between the Sultanate of 
Oman and the Republic of Turkey 
was held at the National Records 
and Archives Authority (NRAA) 
on Sunday.

The session dealt with areas re-
lated to records, archives, histori-
cal studies and cultural spheres.

During the session, the Om-
ani side was represented by Dr. 
Hamad Mohammed Al Dhawyani, 
Chairman of the NRAA, while the 
Turkish side was represented by 
Prof. Uğur Ünal, Director of the 
State Archives of the Presidency.

— ONA

O F F I C I A L  S E S S I O N

Bilateral meeting 

It was also attended from the 
Tanzanian side by January Yusuf 
Makamba, Minister of Energy, Dr. 
Pindi Chana, Minister of Natu-
ral Resources and Tourism, Dr. 
Khalid Salum Mohamed, Minister 
of Works, Transport and Commu-
nications, Ambassador Mbarouk 
Nassoro Mbarouk, Deputy Min-

ister of Foreign Aff airs and East 
African Cooperation, Fatma Ra-
jab, Deputy Permanent Secretary 
at the Ministry of Foreign Aff airs 
and East African Cooperation, Ab-
dallah Abasi Kilima, Ambassador 
of the United Republic of Tanzania 
to the Sultanate of Oman and some 
Tanzanian offi  cials. - ONA

O M A N - T A N Z A N I A
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Over 48,000 apply for IKEA jobs

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Swedish home fur-
nishings giant IKEA is contribut-
ing to the local Omani economy 
by creating numerous job oppor-
tunities for the opening of its fi rst 
store in the Sultanate of Oman.

The retailer received over 
48,000 applications to fi ll vari-
ous roles across diff erent depart-
ments and positions with a focus 
on equal opportunities to bring 
balance into the workplace.

IKEA’s focus on Omani hires 
aligns with the country’s vision 
2040 which aims to diversify and 
build a sustainable economy to 
enable growth; integrating roles 
and creating equal work opportu-
nities for men and women

To support the vision, IKEA 
has launched several training 
and development programmes 
for its co-workers locally in-
cluding its resident programme, 
Valkommen.

These programmes will pro-
vide all co-workers access to best 
practices regionally and across 

the global IKEA network to sup-
port the upskilling and reskilling 
of the nation’s talent. 

The resident programme is an 
introduction to the IKEA con-
cept and includes several levels 
of on-boarding programme that 
instils and builds the IKEA cul-
ture and value system across the 
workforce.

IKEA also off ers role-based de-
velopment, which allows the co-
workers to develop in their cur-
rent role to off er the right support 
and advice to customers in-store 
on their home furnishing journey.

Additionally, IKEA will invest 
in the personal development of 
its co-workers, with each co-
worker being given a detailed 
plan on how they can further 
strengthen their skills. 

Vinod Jayan, Managing Di-
rector – Al-Futtaim IKEA 
Oman, UAE, Egypt and Qa-
tar said, “As outlined in vision 
2040, Oman’s private sector is 
a key contributor towards the 
country’s economic expansion 
and social development.”

“The recent hiring of Omani 
nationals for IKEA’s fi rst store 
in the country is another step to-
wards this vision. With a strong 
focus on equal employment, di-
versifi cation and inclusion is at 
the heart of our corporate policy. 
For example, the fi rst ever female 
fork-lift operator across our ter-
ritories is hired for this store. By 
hiring the right mix of talent, we 
are opening doors to a wide range 
of ideas, skills, resources and en-
ergies, giving the business a com-
petitive edge,” he added.

Al-Futtaim IKEA uses multiple 
professionals development plat-
forms to contribute to the growth 
of its co-workers. For the opening, 
the Swedish retailer spent 55,000 
hours training the co-workers 
and preparing them to success-
fully face challenges on the fl oor. 
All co-workers can qualify for any 
of these programmes based on 
their assessment by their manag-
ers. For the opening, the Swedish 
retailer spent 55,000 hours train-
ing the co-workers and preparing 
for the challenges on the fl oor. 

I N  O M A N

Falajs restored
MUSCAT:  More than 75 falajs, 
aff ected by tropical condition 
Shaheen have been rehabilitat-
ed and are being maintained  in 
a number of wilayats of the gov-
ernorate by the Ministry of Ag-
riculture, Fisheries and Water 
Resources in North Al Batinah 
Governorate. Work is currently 
also underway to maintain and 
rehabilitate 20 more falajs

— Times News Service

M I N I S T R Y  S T A T E M E N T

Electricity 
tariff  reduction 
announced

MUSCAT: A reduction in elec-
tricity tariff s by 15 per cent has 
been announced, and will be ap-
plicable on bills from 1 May to 31 
August, Muscat Electricity Distri-
bution Company announced.

M U S C A T  E L E C T R I C I T Y  D I S T R I B U T I O N  C O M P A N Y
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Mass protests held 
across US cities to 
condemn gun violence 

WASHINGTON: Amid increased 
incidents of mass shootings in the 
United States, protestors gathered 
in Washington DC as well in cities 
across the country on Saturday to 
demonstrate against gun violence, 
reported local media.

The protest organized by 
“March for Our Lives” comes as 
a reprise of student-sponsored 
demonstrations that drew hun-
dreds of thousands of people in 
2018, after a 19-year-old gunman 
opened fi re at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School in Parkland, 
Florida, killing 17 and wounding 
17 others, according to New York 
Times report. The demonstration 
followed shootings last month 
that left 10 Black people dead in 
a Buff alo supermarket and killed 
19 schoolchildren and two teach-
ers at Robb Elementary School in 
Uvalde, Texas.

“No more,” David Hogg, a March 
for Our Lives co-founder and a 
survivor of the Parkland shooting, 
said on Twitter.

“It’s time democrats, republi-
cans, gun owners and non-gun 
owners come together” and start 
focusing on what they can agree 
on, he stated continuing the 
thread, New York Times reported.

The Saturday protests unfolded 

in hundreds of cities across the 
country as at a smattering of lo-
cations in Europe. At the main 
protest site, the Washington Mon-
ument in the nation’s capital, sur-
vivors of mass shootings, teach-
ers’ representatives, civil rights 
advocates and elected offi  cials ad-
dressed the crowd.

Meanwhile, bipartisan negotia-
tions on legislation regarding mass 
shootings are underway in the 
Senate, but Republicans who have 
blocked such laws for years con-
tinue to say that the murders are 
the result of other problems, such 
as mental illness or fl aws in school 
security, not the weapons them-
selves. The Senate talks are said to 
focus on those claims, as well as on 
background checks for weapons 
purchases.

A small group of Republican and 
Democratic senators have begun 
an uphill eff ort to strike a bipar-
tisan gun deal after continous 
massacres in New York and Tex-
as. The involvement of Senator 
John Cornyn of Texas, who has a 
top rating from the National Ri-
fl e Association, means that any 
possible agreement is likely to in-
clude incremental steps, said New 
York Times.

After parents of victims and 
survivors of mass shootings made 
wrenching appeals for Congress 
to act on gun violence in a hearing 
on June 8, the House voted nearly 
along party lines to ban the sale of 
semiautomatic weapons to people 
under the age of 21 and of large-
capacity magazines. Though the 
bill passed 223 to 204, it stands no 

chance of passing in the evenly di-
vided Senate.

However, states are rushing 
towards new gun restrictions in 
a hope that Congress will be able 
to take swift action against gun 
violence.

At a meeting of the United 
States Conference of Mayors, Re-
publican and Democratic leaders 
from over 170 cities across the 
country voiced their common 
frustration at the lack of action on 
gun control.

President Joe Biden last week 
called for banning semi-automat-
ic, assault-style rifl es and high-
capacity magazines and raising 
the minimum age to buy those 
weapons from 18 to 21 amid an 
increase in mass shooting inci-
dents in the US. ANI

The demonstration 

followed shootings 

that left 19 

schoolchildren  and 

two teachers dead

PROTESTS: The protest organised by “March for Our Lives” comes as a reprise of student-sponsored 

demonstrations that drew hundreds of thousands of people in 2018.

EU special envoys meet as 
human rights situation in 
Afghanistan deteriorates
KABUL: Amid the deteriorating 
human rights situation due to the 
Taliban regime, Special Envoy of 
the European Union for Afghani-
stan Tomas Niklasson hosted 
Special Representatives and En-
voys for Afghanistan from the 
EU Member States in Brussels on 
Saturday.

Taking to Twitter, the envoy 
said, “Concerned about the dete-
riorating human rights situation, 
notably for women, girls and eth-
nic groups, the lack of political 
inclusivity, and the inability of 
the Taliban to adopt and imple-
ment coherent policies in line 
with commitments to the Afghan 
people,” Khaama Press reported. 
“In addition to the delegates, 
“external specialists” on human 
rights and economics attended 
the event, he further wrote on his 
Twitter handle as he condemned 
the Taliban’s enforced stringent 
policies on women.

He wrote about the meeting’s 

detail which concentrated on re-
cent issues involving women and 
girls, the “deteriorating human 
rights situation”, the absence of 
policy and public engagement, 
and the diffi  culty to implement 
coherent policies compliant with 
the international universal prin-
ciples that also serve the people of 
Afghanistan.

The meeting was held in Brus-
sels, and the representatives of EU 

member states have been remind-
ed of their continued support and 
commitment to the Afghan people, 
Khaama Press reported.

Moreover, this comes at a time 
when the Human Rights Watch 
has accused the Taliban of war 
crimes in Panjshir and has called 
on the international community 
to impose a travel ban on senior 
Taliban offi  cials in a separate re-
port. ANI

H U M A N  R I G H T S  S I T U A T I O N

Seven bodies found at 
helicopter crash site in Italy
MILAN: Italian rescuers on Sat-
urday located the bodies of seven 
people killed in a helicopter crash, 
authorities said, two days after the 
aircraft disappeared from radar 
screens in a mountainous area.

“The rescuers have found dead 
the seven passengers from the hel-
icopter, four of Turkish and two of 
Lebanese nationality, who were 
on a business trip to Italy. As well 
as the Italian pilot,” the prefect’s 
offi  ce in the city of Modena said in 
a statement.

The helicopter took off  on 
Thursday morning from Lucca in 
Tuscany.  It was heading towards 
the northern city of Treviso when 
it got caught up in a storm over a 
remote area before fl ight systems 
lost track of the chopper.

Runner’s tip-off  helps 
locate crash site
Colonel Alfonso Cipriano, who 
heads the air force operation in 
charge of the search, said rescu-
ers went to the crash site after a 
mountain runner reported seeing 
what he thought was a part of the 

helicopter during an excursion on 
Mount Cusna on Saturday morn-
ing. Air crews confi rmed the site 
and searchers initially found fi ve 
corpses before later discover-
ing two more, Cipriano said. The 
location was in a hard-to-reach, 
heavily forested valley.

The four Turkish business-
men who perished worked for 
Eczacibasi Consumer Products, 
a subsidiary of major Turkish in-
dustrial group Eczacibasi. The 
company said in a statement it 
was with “great pain and sadness” 
that its director of factories, direc-

tor of hygienic papers at its Yalova 
province factory, director of in-
vestment projects and production 
director at its Manisa province 
factory had died and relayed their 
condolences. The crash site was 
some 10 kilometres (six miles) 
from where rescuers initially be-
gan searching based on the pas-
sengers’ last cell phone pings, 
which indicate a person’s network 
location. Given the diffi  cult ter-
rain, Cipriano said it might have 
taken hours more, or even days, to 
fi nd the helicopter had it not been 
for the runner’s suggestion. DW

H E L I C O P T E R  C R A S H

Midday Minute 
news update

Maghrib 
Minute news 
wrap

MOST READ ON FACEBOOK

 O N  S O C I A L  M E D I A

50,896 REACH

MOST WATCHED VIDEO ON FACEBOOK

MOST VIEWED VIDEO ON INSTAGRAM

The Midday Minute news update 
had 176 views and reached 327 
people on Facebook.

The Maghrib Minute news 
wrap had 1,850 views and 
51 likes on Instagram.

Special training programme 
for Class 10 students

A story on a special 
training programme for 
Class 10 students reached 
50,896 people and had 826 
link clicks on Facebook.

176 VIEWS

1,850 VIEWS
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HRH Crown Prince 

congratulates President 

of the Russian Federation 

on National Day

HIS ROYAL Highness Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman bin Ab-
dulaziz Al Saud, Crown Prince 
and Deputy Prime Minister, has 
sent a cable of congratulation 
to President Vladimir Putin of 
the Russian Federation on the 
anniversary of his country’s 

National Day.
In his cable, HRH the Crown 

Prince wished the President 
constant good health and hap-
piness and the government 
and people of the Russian Fed-
eration steady progress and 
prosperity. -SPA

Read online
timesofoman.com

MINISTRY OF COMMERCE ANNOUNCES LAUNCHING NEW SERVICES 
FOR JOINT-STOCK, FOREIGN COMPANIES THROUGH DIGITAL BRANCH

PRINCE MAJID PARK CONTINUES PRESENTING CULTURAL 
ACTIVITIES AS PART OF JEDDAH SEASON EVENTS 2022

The Ministry of Commerce 
has announced launching 
new services for joint-stock 
and foreign companies 
through the digital branch of 
the ministry, out of its keen-
ness to facilitate procedures 
of starting commercial 
works and stimulate com-
mercial environment in the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. »

Prince Majid Park continued 
today its cultural activities, 
as part of the programs of 
2022 Jeddah Season for 
weekly Cultures, where the 
“Filipino Night” was held 
amid a large attendance of 
visitors.
The participants in the 
artistic shows presented 
diff erent colors that express 
the Filipino culture with a 
large presence on the stage of 
events as it also presented a 

number of various entertain-
ment and shows with which 
the audience interacted.
Visitors enjoyed shows 
of Filipino culture as it 
performed its folklore, in 
addition to the services pro-
vided inside the park such as 
restaurants, shops, zones of 
shows and events that added 
an atmosphere of joy and 
happiness to the faces of visi-
tors, families and children of 
diff erent nationalities.  »

N A T I O N A L  D A Y

I N V E S T M E N T R A N K I N G  I N D E X

‘Stan Lee Super Con’ exhibition kicks off  in Jeddah 16 Saudi Universities included in 

QS World University RankingsThe activities of the “Stan Lee 
Super Con 2022” exhibition were 
launched in Jeddah Superdome 
as part of the Jeddah season’s 
events, in the presence of a num-
ber of international Hollywood 
superstars, and a large turnout on 
its first day from fans of inter-
national comic characters and 
visitors to the Jeddah season.

The exhibition is part of the in-
ternational events of the Jeddah 
season 2022 and one of the three 
international exhibitions hosted 
by the season, as the activities 
will continue until next Saturday.

The “Stan Lee Super Con” 
event is exceptional and distin-
guished since it allowed visitors 
and those interested in meeting 
international comic characters to 
participate in Stan Lee’s birthday 

celebration while dressed as the 
superheroes from the interna-
tional fi lms featured in the exhi-
bition. The event attracted fans 
of these world-famous fi gures, in 
addition to discussion meetings 
with celebrities and a display of 
costumes used in fi lms, television 
shows, and performances.

The exhibition hosts interna-
tional exhibitions accompanying 
this event, some of which are be-
ing held for the fi rst time in the 
world, such as the exclusive Cin-
ema Watches Exhibition, which 
features 23 watches at an esti-
mated cost of $3 million, and the 
Premiere Gallery, which gives fans 
an opportunity to view and read 
rare books. Fans of superheroes 
and well-known characters from 
movies and television shows will 

be able to see the details of these 
characters in real life at the exhi-
bition, which will also feature a 
variety of interactive experiences 
for people of all ages, as well as art 
shows and international musical 
performances.

The opening ceremony was 
attended by Hollywood star Mi-
chael Rooker, who is best known 
for his role as Yondu Yudonta in 
the fi lm “Guardians of the Gal-
axy” as well as his appearances 
in the horror TV series “The 
Walking Dead” from AMC Stu-
dios. Other celebrities who at-
tended included Lauren Ridloff , 
who has participated in several 
series and fi lms, including the 
movie “The Eternals,” and Meh-
cad Brooks, one of the heroes of 
the series Supergirl.-SPA

The number of Saudi universities 
in the QS World University Rank-
ing Index jumped to 16 universi-
ties for the year 2023, an increase 
by seven universities compared to 
the 2019 ranking.

The QS World University 
Ranking Index has seen a growth 
in the number of Saudi universi-
ties included in the classifi cation 
system, over fi ve consecutive 
years, starting from 2019 with 9 
universities, and 2020 with 10 
universities, while in 2021, 11 uni-
versities were included in the QS 
classifi cation, constant increase 
for the fi rst three years at the rate 
of one university for each year, up 
to 14 universities in 2022, and 16 
universities in the 2023 ranking, 

with fi ve universities entering the 
classifi cation in the last two ver-
sions of the ranking.

With this new progress, the 
Kingdom is 6 places away to be in-
cluded in the top 100 internation-
al universities list. According to 
the QS World University Ranking 
Index, King Abdulaziz University 
tops the Saudi universities, fol-
lowed by King Fahd University 
of Petroleum and Minerals, and 
King Saud University. Al-Faisal 
and Northern Border Universi-
ties also entered the rankings for 
the fi rst time in the new ranking.

The QS classification evalu-
ates universities over several 
criteria, mainly the university’s 
reputation. -SPA

Saudi Ports record 23.70% increase in cargo throughput volumes

THE SAUDI PORTS’ container 
throughput volumes reached 
600,107 TEU, which is a 1.38% 
increase compared to numbers 
recorded in May 2021. The ex-
ported containers remarkably 
increased by 2.57% with a total of 
175,958 TEU, while the imported 
containers hit a minor setback as 
it decreased by 0.64% with a total 
of 176,978 TEU.

Meanwhile, the initiatives 
launched by the Saudi Ports Au-
thority (Mawani), in line with the 
National Transport and Logistics 

Strategy (NTLS), which off er 
competitive services in through-
put and operations, have raised 
the number of transshipment 
containers in Saudi ports to reach 
247,172 TEU, which is 2.01% 
compared to numbers recorded 
during the same time last year.

Similarly, the cargo through-
put volumes increased by 
23.70% with a total of 21,041,021 
tons, as the general cargo re-
corded a 21.86% increase with 
a total of 810,244 tons, the dry 
bulk which increased by 2.46% 

with a total of 4,166,749 tons, 
and the liquid bulk which in-
creased by 30.74% with a total 
of 15,869,634 tons, as a result of 
organizing the truck flow to and 
from the Saudi ports, which is 
within Mawani’s priorities, in 
order to enable various national 
industries and sectors in the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Whereas the number of vessels 
increased by 3.03% with a total 
of 1,020 vessels, and the number 
of vehicles increased by 42.33% 
with a total of 81,737 vehicles, on 

the other hand, the percentage of 
food decreased by 6.50% with a 
total of 1,825,579 tons compared 
to numbers recorded last year.

The Saudi ports recorded a 
16.38% increase in the num-
ber of passengers with a total of 
54,907 passengers, and unload-
ing 459,677 heads of imported 
livestock, which is a 181.64% 
increase, as these numbers 
strengthen the Saudi imports and 
exports, along with catalyzing 
economic growth in the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia.-SPA

E X P O R T E D  C O N T A I N E R S

At the outset of the 
session, the Cabi-
net was briefed on 
the recent talks 
and discussions 

that took place between Saudi 
offi  cials and their counter-
parts in a number of countries 
to develop relations and push 
them towards further coopera-
tion and coordination to serve 
common interests and con-
tribute to establishing security 
and stability in the region and 
the world.

The Cabinet then addressed a 
number of reports on the devel-
opments in various arenas, reit-
erating Saudi Arabia’s keenness 
to support the United Nations’ 
eff orts to reach a sustainable 
political solution to the Yemeni 
crisis and end the suff ering of 
the Yemeni people to support 
the humanitarian, economic 
and development aspects so as 
to contribute to their security 
and stability.

The Cabinet reviewed the 
outcomes of the meeting of the 
152nd session of the Ministe-
rial Council of the Gulf Coop-
eration Council (GCC) for Arab 
States regarding the develop-
ments of the joint Gulf action as 
well as enhancing it in all fi elds, 
in addition to the developments 
of regional and international 
political issues.

In a statement to the Saudi 
Press Agency (SPA), Acting 
Minister of Media Dr. Majid 
bin Abdullah Al-Qasabi said 
that the Cabinet touched upon 
the outcomes of the ministe-
rial strategic dialogue meeting 
between the GCC and the Rus-
sian Federation and the joint 

ministerial meeting between 
the GCC and Ukraine, where 
these two meetings refl ected 
the unifi ed Gulf position re-
garding the Russian-Ukraini-
an crisis and its repercussions, 
especially with regard to food 
security of the aff ected coun-
tries and the world.

The Cabinet praised the 
outcomes of the Fourth Con-
ference of the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) on 
Mediation, which was held in 
Jeddah. 

The Cabinet within this 
context referred to the great 
eff orts exerted by Saudi Ara-
bia, since its establishment, in 
mediating between countries 
to resolve disputes by peaceful 
means, in addition to support-
ing dialogue to achieve stabil-
ity, security and prosperity, 
which are the core of progress 
and development.

The Cabinet welcomed the 
announcement of Terrorist 
Financing Targeting Center 
(TFTC) members, including 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 
to designate (16) names (13 
individuals and 3 entities) af-
fi liated to variety of terrorist 
organizations. 

The Cabinet valued the 
fruitful cooperation between 
the countries of the GCC and 
the USA in this fi eld and to 
strengthen regional capabilities 
in order to target activities that 
pose a threat to security.

The Cabinet stated that the 
Saudi ports’ ranking fi rst in 
the 2021 Container Port Per-
formance Index (CPPI) report, 
published by The World Bank 
and S&P Global Market Intelli-

gence, refl ects the national am-
bitious eff orts towards consoli-
dating Saudi Arabia’s position 
as a global logistics hub con-
necting the three continents, 
as this also comes in light of the 
great interest that the govern-
ment attaches to developing the 
transport and logistics industry 
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
and maximising its economic 
and development role.

The Cabinet considered 
electing the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia as vice chair of Gov-
erning Board of the Global Re-
search Council an affi  rmation 
of its prominent status and its 
scientifi c institutions in the 
fi eld of research and develop-
ment in the Middle East and 
North Africa and at the global 
level, in addition to its infl uen-
tial role in enhancing progress 
based on science, knowledge 
and innovation.

The Cabinet also commend-
ed launching the Makkah Route 
Initiative in several countries 
with the aim of receiving pil-
grims and completing their pro-
cedures from their countries 
easily, as part of what the state 
attaches of keenness to develop 
the quality of services present-
ed to them to the highest level 
and to realise the targets and 
programs of Saudi Vision 2030.

The Cabinet was briefed on a 
number of issues on its agenda 
and issued the following de-
cisions: First: Authorising 
the Minister of Energy – or a 
deputy – to hold talks with the 
Greek side regarding a draft co-
operation agreement between 
the governments of the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia and the 

Hellenic Republic in the en-
ergy fi eld, sign it and refer the 
fi nal signed copy to proceed 
with formal procedures.

Second: Authorising the 
Minister of Environment, 
Water and Agriculture – or a 
deputy – to hold talks with the 
Romanian side regarding a 
draft memorandum of under-
standing between the Ministry 
of Environment, Water and 
Agriculture in the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia and the Romanian 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Rural Development in the agri-
cultural fi eld, sign it and refer 
the fi nal signed copy to proceed 
with formal procedures.

Third: Approving the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia’s accession 
to the Artemis Accords: cooper-
ation principles in the fi elds of 
civil exploration and using the 
moon, mars, comets and aster-
oids for peaceful purposes.

Fourth: Approving a memo-
randum of understanding in the 
fi eld of land road between the 
Ministry of Transport and Lo-
gistic Services in the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia and the Min-
istry of Transport, Telecom-
munications and Information 
Technology in Oman.

Fifth: Authorising the Min-
ister of Transport and Logis-
tic Services, Chairman of the 
Transport General Authority – 
or a deputy – to hold talks with 
the Djiboutian side regarding 
a draft cooperation agreement 
between the governments of 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
and Djibouti in the maritime 
transport fi eld, sign it and refer 
the fi nal signed copy to proceed 
with formal procedures. -SPA

The Cabinet praised the outcomes of the OIC’s fourth conference in Jeddah 
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England share points with 
Italy in lively encounter

WOLVERHAMPTON: England’s 
winless start to this UEFA Nations 
League campaign continued fol-
lowing a goalless Group A3 draw 
against Italy in Wolverhampton 
on Saturday.

Italy, having named just two 
of their starters from the XI that 
began their Matchday 2 fi xture 
against Hungary, carved out the 
fi rst opportunity three minutes in. 
Lorenzo Pellegrini’s clever pass 
dissected the home back-line, 
but Davide Frattesi side-footed 
agonisingly wide. England grew 
in stature and rattled the frame 
of the goal shortly afterwards, 
with Mason Mount curling a 
fi rst-time eff ort that Gianluigi 
Donnarumma was able to tip on 

to the woodwork.
Roberto Mancini’s men looked 

a constant threat when attacking 
down the right fl ank and that ploy 
almost paid dividends midway 
through the fi rst half. Giovanni Di 
Lorenzo’s low centre picked out 
Sandro Tonali, but Aaron Rams-
dale pulled off  a smart stop to re-
pel the strike. Ramsdale also had 
to be at his best just before the 
break to tip Matteo Pessina’s loop-
ing shot over the bar.

The second period began where 
the fi rst left off , with both Pessina 

and stand-in home skipper Ra-
heem Sterling fi ring over from 
close range shortly after the re-
start. However, the sides strug-
gled to recreate the intensity of 
the opening 45 minutes, despite 
the hosts’ introduction of Harry 
Kane off  the bench just after the 
hour mark.

Italy substitute Wilfried Gnonto 
managed to fi nd some space in the 
England area with 20 minutes re-
maining, but could only fi nd the 
side-netting with his powerful 
shot. As the game wore on, the visi-

tors appeared satisfi ed with avoid-
ing defeat, whilst the hosts failed 
to create a clear-cut opportunity to 
clinch all three points.

Mancini named the second-
youngest starting XI of his tenure, 
with an average age of 25 years and 
126 days (after Hungary, 25 years 
and 18 days). The last four meet-
ings between these sides have all 
been drawn.

England have won just one 
of their last six UEFA Nations 
League outings, failing to score in 
four of those. ANI

Italy, having named 

just two of their 

starters from the 

XI that began their 

fi xture against 

Hungary, carved out 

the fi rst opportunity 

within three minutes 

of the game

Johnson’s late 
goal earns Wales 
dramatic draw 
against Belgium
CARDIFF: Brennan Johnson 
bagged his fi rst Wales goal to 
grab a glorious UEFA Nations 
League draw against the world’s 
second ranked team Belgium on 
Saturday.

The young Nottingham For-
est striker thought he’d been de-
nied his dramatic 87th-minute 
equaliser when VAR interrupted 
the Red Wall celebrations. But, 
after a brief pause, French ref-
eree Benoit Bastien awarded the 
goal, sending the Cardiff  City 
Stadium back into raptures. The 
game ended 1-1, which was a fair 
result, but for another VAR inter-
vention, Cymru could’ve taken 
all three points. Ethan Ampadu’s 
fi fth-minute thunderbolt was 
cancelled out by the video referee 
after Joe Rodon’s foot was ad-
judged to be inches off side.

This precious point keeps 
Cymru alive in Nations League 
Group A4, with trips to Nether-
lands and Belgium to come, be-
fore fi nishing off  with what could 
be a crunch clash against Poland 
in Cardiff , in September.

But Rob Page’s men were made 
to work hard, especially either 
side of halftime, as Belgium’s 
talisman and captain Kevin De 
Bruyne caused chaos with some 
sublime work before Youri Tiele-
mans fi nished a wonderful move 
on 50 minutes.

But, less than a week on from 
their glorious World Cup quali-
fi cation, this courageous Cymru 
team weren’t to be denied and 
snatched a draw from Roberto 
Martinez’ Red Devils, courtesy 
of Johnson’s cool fi nish which 
followed some sensational work 
from substitute Aaron Ramsey 
on the edge of the Belgian box.

Now Cymru head to the Neth-
erlands on Tuesday full of con-
fi dence as they look to avenge 
this week’s disappointing defeat 
against the Dutch and aim to end 
this wonderful week on another 
massive high.

But Poland’s 2-2 draw in Am-
sterdam means Cymru currently 
sit bottom of the group, with just 
one point from three games and 
look like they need a result in 
Rotterdam.

Belgium have scored in 47 
consecutive international 
matches, including their last 15 

in the Nations League; the last 
time they failed to fi nd the net 
was against France in the 2018 
World Cup semi-fi nals. While, 
Wales have lost only one of their 
last seven matches against Bel-
gium (W2 D4).

Hungary, Germany 
share points
Zsolt Nagy and Jonas Hofmann 
traded early goals as Hungary 
and Germany shared the points 
in a compelling encounter in 
UEFA Nations League Group A3 
on Saturday.

Hungary had stunned Germa-
ny with an early goal when these 
teams met at UEFA EURO 2020, 
and the hosts needed only six 
minutes to go ahead in Budapest, 
Nagy rifl ing ruthlessly beyond 
Manuel Neuer after the goal-
keeper had beaten Roland Sallai’s 
header into his path. An open, 
attacking start from both sides 
invited ambition in the middle 
of the pitch. When Nico Schlot-
terbeck’s perceptive pass found 
Hofmann inside the penalty area, 
the Borussia Monchengladbach 
midfi elder beat the advancing Pe-
ter Gulacsi to the delivery, poked 
the ball past the goalkeeper and 
calmly slotted in to ensure Ger-
many’s defi cit was wiped out 
within four minutes.

Neuer produced an improvised 
save to thwart adventurous full-
back Attila Fiola’s strike shortly 
before the break, but the second 
half off ered far less action in 
either penalty area. Hofmann 
could not locate Timo Werner 
with the Hungary goal gaping, 
and substitute Martin Adam di-
rected a close-range header in to 
Neuer’s arms. ANI

U E F A  N A T I O N S  L E A G U E

BAKU: Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc 
stormed to pole position for the 
2022 Azerbaijan GP, beating the 
Red Bulls of second-placed Ser-
gio Perez and third-placed Max 
Verstappen by three-tenths of 
a second to take his fourth con-
secutive pole and his sixth of the 
season so far.

The Ferrari driver made a 
small mistake on his opening run 
of the fi nal Q3 top-10 shootout at 
the Baku City Circuit to lie sec-
ond ahead of the fi nal runs, but 
on his last lap the Monegasque 
put in a superlative display to 
eclipse his fi rst lap by almost 
half and to claim pole with a 
0.282 margin to Perez who beat 
team-mate Verstappen by fi ve-
hundredths of a second. 

Ferrari’s Carlos Sainz, quickest 
after the fi rst run of Q3, brushed 

the walls of the street circuit on 
his fi nal run and had to settle for 
fourth place on the grid.

“It feels good, this one. Obvi-
ously, all pole positions, feels 
good, but this one I probably did 
not expect it, because I thought 
Red Bull were stronger, especially 
in Q1 and Q2, I really struggled to 
see that we were faster, but then 
in the last lap, everything came 
together and I managed to do a 
good lap, so extremely happy... 
I’m really excited for tomorrow,” 
Charles Leclerc, Ferrari said after 
qualifi cation on Saturday.

George Russell rounded out 
the top fi ve for Mercedes, Pierre 
Gasly sharing the third row with 
him with a solid showing for Al-
phaTauri. Unhappy throughout 
qualifying, Lewis Hamilton took 
seventh and will share row four 

with AlphaTauri’s Yuki Tsunoda.
Sebastian Vettel took P9 for 

Aston Martin with Alpine’s Fer-
nando Alonso rounding out the 
top 10.

Q2 saw both McLarens and 
both Alfa Romeos eliminated: 
Lando Norris 11th and Daniel 
Ricciardo 12th; Zhou Guanyu 
14th and Valtteri Bottas 15th. Be-
tween those orange and red pairs 
was the blue Alpine driver, Este-
ban Ocon.

Haas’s Kevin Magnussen was 
left in Q1, taking a provisional 
P16 on the grid, Williams driv-
ers Alex Albon 17th and Nicholas 
Latifi  18th.

Aston Martin driver Lance 
Stroll crashed out of Q1 and will 
start a provisional P19 on the 
grid ahead of Haas’s Mick Schu-
macher, 20th. ANI

F O R M U L A  O N E

Sri Lanka script 
history by scoring 
59 runs off  17 balls 
against Australia
KANDY: Sri Lanka team on Sat-
urday created history by scoring 
59 runs off  17 balls in a successful 
run chase against Australia in the 
third and fi nal T20I in Kandy.

The team scored 59 runs in 
the last 17 balls to register a new 
record in T20 Internationals. 
This is the most number of runs 
scored in the last three overs by 
any team to win a T20I game. Sri 
Lanka captain Dasun Shanaka 
smashed 54 runs off  just 25 balls 
to script a massive record and 
power his team to four wickets 
win over visitors.

Australia were measured in 
their reaction to Dasun Shana-
ka’s almost single-handed eff ort 
to score the 59 runs Sri Lanka re-
quired from the fi nal three overs 
of the third T20I. Dasun’s knock 
of unbeaten 54 runs was decorat-
ed with fi ve fours and four sixes.

The right-handed batter com-
pletely hammered Josh Hazle-

wood for 20 runs off  4 balls in 
the 18th over of the game and 
it was the miraculous turning 
point for Sri Lanka. Along with 
Shanaka, Chamika Karunaratne 
also remained unbeaten on 14 
off  10 balls.

Talking about the match, Aus-
tralia batted fi rst and put a total of 
176/5 in 20 overs all thanks to the 
crucial knocks of David Warner 
(39), Steven Smith (37*) and 
Marcus Stoinis (38).

Chasing 177, Sri Lanka was 
struggling to bat till the skip-
per Dasun came out to bat and 
smashed Australian bowlers all 
around the ground. Dasun led 
from the front and the whole Sta-
dium burst in joy once the thrill-
ing victory shot was hit.

However, Australia clinched 
the T20I series by 2-1. Both teams 
will square off  in the fi ve-match 
ODI series, beginning Tuesday in 
Pallekele. ANI

S R I  L A N K A  V S  A U S T R A L I A

India qualify 
for FIFAe 
Nations Cup 
for fi rst time
NEW DELHI: India created his-
tory on Saturday as they qualifi ed 
for the FIFAe Nations Cup 2022.

This is the fi rst time that India 
will play at the esports showpiece 
event, which is set to be held in 
Copenhagen, Denmark this year, 
from July 27 to July 30, 2022. In-
dia defeated Korea Republic and 
Malaysia in the FIFAe Nations 
Series 2022 Playoff s to seal their 
qualifi cation for the showpiece 
event. The journey for the Indian 
efootball team kicked-off  in Janu-
ary 2021 when AIFF signed the 
participation agreement with 
FIFA for the FIFAe Nations Series 
2021. India was among 60 coun-
tries to participate and was placed 
in the Middle East and Africa 
Zone. India fi nished 3rd in its zone, 
narrowly missing out on a place in 
the FIFAe Nations Playoff s 2021.

India ended the season with a 
global ranking of 22 and fi nished 
above heavyweights such as Italy, 
Argentina and Spain in the 2021 
rankings. 

For the 2022 season, India was 
moved to Asia/Oceania region 
and was awarded a spot in the 
Play-Ins, which would provide 
direct qualifi cation to the Playoff s 
(the last stage before the Nations 
Cup). During the play-ins, India 
played 32 games across 4 Match 
Weeks with 12 wins, 11 losses and 
9 draws. Throughout the 4 Match 
Weeks, India retained their place 
in Division 1.

With this, India successfully 
qualifi ed to the Playoff s by fi n-
ishing second in the Consistency 
Points chart, moving one step 
closer to the FIFAe Nations Cup 
2022.  ANI

F I F A E  N A T I O N S  C U P

Riske, Maia to clash in Nottingham Open fi nal
NOTTINGHAM: The No. 6 seed 
Alison Riske reached her 13th ca-
reer singles fi nal with a victory 
over Viktorija Golubic at the Not-
tingham Open.

Riske will face No. 7 seed Beatriz 
Haddad Maia after the Brazilian 
advanced to the fi nal over an in-
jured Tereza Martincova. Former 
Top 20 player Riske reached the 
13th WTA Tour fi nal of her career 
with a 6-3, 4-6, 6-3 win over Vik-
torija Golubic of Switzerland.

Riske took 2 hours and 22 min-
utes of play to garner the victory, 
while also withstanding a rain de-
lay of over an hour at the start of 
the third set. Riske is now a win 

away from her fourth career sin-
gles title.

“[Golubic] is extremely tough to 
play out here, especially in these 
conditions,” Riske said afterward, 

as per wtatennis.com. “It was a 
really challenging day, and hon-
estly it was a huge win for me just 
personally, because it really took a 
lot from me to get over the hump 
today. I’m extremely proud of my 
eff ort,” she added.

Earlier, Haddad Maia made a 
WTA singles fi nal for the fi rst 
time since 2017 by advancing 
past an ailing Tereza Martincova, 
6-3, 4-1, ret. Martincova of the 
Czech Republic retired due to a 
right knee injury.

World No.48 Haddad Maia will 
attempt to claim her fi rst WTA 
singles title on Sunday. In her 
lone previous WTA singles fi nal, 

Haddad Maia fi nished as runner-
up to Jelena Ostapenko at 2017 
Seoul. Haddad Maia has exhibited 
excellent form in recent weeks as 
she sits at her career-high ranking.

“I think I have a game that I can 
adapt from the clay to the grass,” 
Haddad Maia said. “One of my 
qualities is that I’m very resilient, 
and I think on grass, you cannot 
think about the past, it’s only the 
next point, and I was trying to push 
myself every point,” she added.

Haddad Maia is the second 
Brazilian woman to reach a WTA 
singles fi nal this season, following 
Laura Pigossi, who reached the fi -
nal in Bogota on clay in April. ANI

T E N N I S

Ferrari’s Charles storms to 

pole position in Azerbaijan GP
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MSX INDEX ENDS LOWER
The MSX index closed at 4,125.81 points, 
down by 0.21 per cent from the previous close. 
The Sharia Index ended down by 0.49 per cent 
at 459.45 points. Oman Arab Bank, up 6.78 per 
cent, was the top gainer while, Takaful Oman, 
down 6.67 per cent, was the top loser.

ECB pledges 
interest rate 
rise in July as 
infl ation bites

BRUSSELS: The European 
Central Bank (ECB) announced 
that while the interest rate 
would remain unchanged for 
the next month, there would be 
a hike in July, the fi rst in over a 
decade.

The ECB also announced 
that it will end its bond buying 
stimulus program, sometimes 
also called quantitative easing, 
amid concern over the growing 
pace of infl ation in the euro-
zone. This program essentially 
involves pumping more mon-
ey into the economy, fueling 
infl ation.

Spiraling energy prices
Prices for goods and services 
in the eurozone have reached 
record highs amid spiraling en-
ergy prices caused partly by the 
confl ict in Ukraine.

“In May, infl ation again rose 
signifi cantly, mainly because of 
surging energy and food prices, 
including due to the impact of 
the war. But infl ation pressures 
have broadened and intensifi ed, 
with prices for many goods and 
services increasing strongly. 
Eurosystem staff  have revised 
their baseline infl ation projec-
tions up signifi cantly,” ECB 
President Christine Lagarde 
said during a press conference.

In a tweet, the ECB said it ex-
pected infl ation to remain high 
for some time before coming 
down to the 2 per cent  target.

Lagarde also spoke about 
Russia’s war in Ukraine and 
said it was having global ramifi -
cations.

“Russia’s unjustifi ed aggres-
sion towards Ukraine continues 
to weigh on the economy in Eu-
rope and beyond. It is disrupting 
trade, is leading to shortages of 
materials, and is contributing 
to high energy and commodity 
prices,” Lagarde said. — DW

E U R O P E A N  C E N T R A L  B A N K

Omantel signs pact for connectivity between 

Sultanate and major telecom hubs in Europe
Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman Telecommu-
nications Company (Omantel), 
Oman’s fi rst and leading integrated 
telecommunications services pro-
vider and SUBCO have recently 
entered into a large capacity agree-
ment for connectivity between 
Oman and various key telecom 
hubs in Europe through Omantel’s 
extensive subsea network. 

Through this arrangement, 
Omantel will be providing ultra-
high capacity connectivity from 
Muscat to SUBCO’s new PoP’s 
in London, Milan and Marseille 
eff ectively extending the Oman 
Australia Cable (OAC), due to be 
RFS in Q3, 2022, from Australia to 
Oman and Europe.

Talal Said Al Mamari - Omantel 
Chief Executive Offi  cer said, “We 

are proud to have been the landing 
partner for the successfully landed 
OAC, achieving another key addi-
tion in our vision for Oman to be 
the leading gateway to the region 
and beyond. Our motto in Oman-
tel’s Wholesale is Reach Further 
which is something we truly live, 

and today we see yet another dem-
onstration of fulfi lling this mis-
sion by enabling our partners in 
SUBCO to reach further through 
Omantel’s extensive network.”

“OAC is going to contribute 
to changing the landscape of the 
Wholesale industry and take our col-

laboration to the next level. Omantel 
was the Wholesale partner of choice 
for OAC and has attracted more and 
more international partners like 
SUBCO to work and collaborate 
with us,” Al Mamari further added.

Bevan Slattery, SUBCO’s 
Founder commented, “I am so ex-
cited to see our vision of the fi rst 
truly diverse route between Asia 
and the Middle East and now Eu-
rope coming to fruition and our 
relationship with Omantel has 
been pivotal in helping us to reach 
further. With the OAC only a few 
months away from RFS, having 
this capacity in place to extend our 
reach into Europe is important to 
further enable our capability and 
addressable market.”

Omantel and SUBCO are in the 
process of completing provision-
ing and handover of the capac-

ity in readiness for OAC service 
commencement. The parties are 
also exploring further options to 
expand their collaboration and to 
include other upcoming systems 
to provide further capability and 
diversity for OAC. 

The system also leverages be-
ing extended into the Equinix 
MC1 facility in Oman, which is the 
fi rst carrier-neutral data centre 
in MENA and successfully posi-
tioned Oman as the natural host-
ing location for major hyperscal-
ers and tier 1 service providers in 
the region.  This ensures open ac-
cess to the OAC system and hence 
further increases the potential 
of the project. Future phases of 
OAC include a possible extension 
to the newly announced Equinix 
SN1 data centre in Salalah and 
even beyond.

L A R G E  C A P A C I T Y  A G R E E M E N T

Oman LNG reports over 
$3 billion revenue in 2021

MUSCAT: Oman LNG’s revenues 
by the end of 2021 recorded an 
increase by 31 per cent to reach 
$3.278 billion compared to 2020. 
The rise is driven by the global 
economic revival during 2021 and 
increasing global energy prices.

The company’s Net Income 
After Tax (NIAT) marked an in-
crease by 34 per cent, reaching 
$886 million in 2021 compared to 
$663 million in 2020 as indicated 
by the company’s recently pub-
lished Annual Report.

Furthermore, the LNG sector 
in Oman supported the national 
revenues from gas by $2,873 mil-
lion in 2021. Throughout 2021, the 
company continued to be a pio-
neer in corporate social responsi-
bility by dedicating a total of $37 
million to diff erent social invest-
ment programmes, initiatives and 
contribution to relief eff orts in 
areas aff ected by the tropical cy-
clone  Shaheen and severe weather 
conditions in the Governorate of 
South A’Sharqiyah.

Moreover, the company fi -
nanced the development, estab-
lishment and inauguration of 
various pivotal projects including 
the Fatah Al Khair Centre in Sur 
and the provision of solar panels 
in 32 diff erent buildings of the 
Omani Women’s Associations.

The company also fund-
ed equipping health cen-
tres in the governorates of 
North A’Sharqiyah and South 
A’Sharqiyah, as well as the Royal 
Hospital in the Governorate of 

Muscat with high-end medical 
tools and equipment. Oman LNG 
also supported the refurbishment 
of various laboratories in diff er-
ent higher education institutions 
in the Sultanate of Oman.

Talal Al Awfi , Chairman of 
Oman LNG’s Board of Directors 
said that Oman LNG has shown 
due diligence and ability to cope 
with diff erent challenges it faced 
throughout the year. The company 
has also successfully surpassed 
these challenges and continued 

marking success stories across 
all levels.0 He underscored Oman 
LNG’s keenness to reach remarka-
ble levels of success during 2021 as 
shown by its revenues and NIAT 
which reached levels near what 
was recorded before the COV-
ID-19 pandemic.

Despite the various challenges 
it faced during 2021, Oman LNG 
looks ahead to enhance its coop-
eration and collaboration with its 
stakeholders to further develop 
the energy sector.  — ONA

The company’s annual report shows that 

its net income at the end of 2021, after-tax 

deduction, increased by 34 per cent to reach 

$886 million, compared to $663 million at 

the end of 2020 GOVERNMENT REVENUES: The report indicated that the liquefi ed natural gas (LNG) sector provided 

government revenues of about OMR2.87 billion in the past year. – File photo

India’s forex 
reserves slide 
by $306mn 
to $601bn

MUMBAI: India’s foreign ex-
change (forex) reserves fell by 
$306 million to $601.057 bil-
lion for the week ended June 3 
dragged by a sharp decline in the 
value of foreign currency assets, 
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
data showed.

The forex reserves have de-
clined after two consecutive 
weeks of increase. The country’s 
forex reserves had increased by 
$3.854 billion during the week 
ended May 27 and $4.23 billion 
in the previous week. According 
to the Reserve Bank of India’s 
weekly statistical supplement, 
India’s foreign currency assets, 
which are the biggest compo-
nent of the forex reserves, fell 
by $208 million to $536.779 bil-
lion for the week ended June 3. 
The foreign currency assets had 
jumped by $3.610 billion in the 
previous week.

Expressed in US dollar terms, 
the foreign currency assets in-
clude the eff ect of appreciation 
or depreciation of non-dollar 
currencies like Euro, UK’s 
Pound Sterling and Japanese 
Yen held in the foreign exchange 
reserves. The value of gold re-
serves fell by $74 million to 
$40.843 billion during the week 
under review. The value of gold 
reserves had increased in the 
previous two weeks. -ANI

F O R E I G N  E X C H A N G E
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MSX index 
ends lower

MUSCAT: The MSX index 
closed at 4,125.81 points, down by 
0.21 per cent from the previous 
close. The Sharia Index ended 
down by 0.49 per cent at 459.45 
points. Oman Arab Bank, up 
6.78 per cent, was the top gainer 
while, Takaful Oman, down 6.67 
per cent, was the top loser. Shares 
of Sohar International Bank were 
the most active in terms of the 
number of shares traded as well 
as in terms of turnover.

A total number of 283 trades 
were executed during the day’s 
trading session, generating a 
turnover of OMR2.98 million, 
with more than 20.43 million 
shares changing hands. Out of 
43 traded securities, 5 advanced, 
17 declined, and 21 remained 
unchanged. At the session close, 
GCC & Arab investors were net 
sellers for OMR163,000 while 
foreign investors were net buyers 
for OMR89,000, followed by do-
mestic investors for OMR74,000 

worth of shares.
Financial Index closed at 

6,584.74 points, down 0.04 per 
cent. Prices of Oman Arab Bank, 
Bank Muscat, National Bank 
Oman, and Ahli Bank were up 
by 6.78 per cent, 1.49 per cent, 
0.98 per cent, and 0.82 per cent 
respectively. Prices of Takaful 
Oman, Sohar International Bank, 
Al Omaniya Financial Services, 
Oman & Emirates Investment, 
and Muscat Finance were down 
by 6.67 per cent, 4.76 per cent, 
3.61 per cent, 3.23 per cent, and 
2.82 per cent respectively.

Industrial Index closed at 
5,934.82 points, down 0.32 per 
cent. There were no gainers from 
the index today. Prices of Con-
struction Materials, Galfar En-
gineering, Al Anwar Ceramics, 
Oman Fisheries, and Gulf Mush-
room Products were down by 5.68 
per cent, 1.89 per cent, 0.94 per 
cent, 0.86 per cent, and 0.71 per 
cent respectively. — United Securities

Oman Arab Bank, up 6.78 per cent, was the 

top gainer while, Takaful Oman, down 6.67 

per cent, was the top loser

MUSCAT
STOCK
EXCHANGE

SHARE PRICE BULLETIN FOR SUNDAY, JUNE 12

REGULAR MARKET .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
OM0000002796 ...........  BANK MUSCAT ..........................................................  1,434,489 ...... 775,331..................... 55 ........... 0.548 ........... 0.548 ...........0.540........... 0.546 .............0.538 ........... 0.008 ............. 1.487 ................0.546 ..............0.544...................0.546................ 0.100 2,049,246,398
OM0000001483 ............  NATIONAL BANK OMAN ......................................  516,500 ......... 105,792......................17 ........... 0.204 ...........0.206 ...........0.204 .......... 0.206 .............0.204 ........... 0.002 ............. 0.980 ................0.206............. 0.206...................0.206 ............... 0.100 ...334,944,949
OM0000002200 ...........  AHLI BANK ..................................................................  185,032.............22,819........................7 ............0.122 ........... 0.124 ...........0.122 ............0.123 ............. 0.122 ............0.001 ............. 0.820 ................0.123 .............. 0.123...................0.123 ................ 0.100 ... 239,807,868
OM0000001152 ............  OMAN NAT. ENG..........................................................10,000 ...............1,040........................ 1 ............0.104 ........... 0.104 ...........0.104 ........... 0.104 .............0.104 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.104 ..............0.104...................0.107 ................ 0.100 ......14,560,000
OM0000002176 ............  JAZEERA STEEL PROD ..........................................  160,000 ............57,600........................4 ........... 0.360 ...........0.360 ...........0.360........... 0.360 .............0.360 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.360..............0.360...................0.370................ 0.100 ..... 44,963,266
OM0000003026 ...........  OMAN TELECOM........................................................58,400 ............. 51,158......................11 ............0.876 ........... 0.876 ...........0.876 ........... 0.876 .............0.876 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.876 ..............0.860...................0.876................ 0.100 ...657,000,000
OM0000003125 ............  GLOBAL INV. H ............................................................. 44,112 ...............3,044........................6 ........... 0.069 ........... 0.069 ...........0.069........... 0.069 .............0.069 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.069 ..............0.063...................0.069................ 0.100 ......13,800,000
OM0000003968 ...........  OOREDOO ........................................................................17,357 ...............5,485........................4 ............0.316 ........... 0.316 ...........0.316 ............0.316 ............. 0.316............ 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.316 .............. 0.316...................0.318 ................ 0.100 ... 205,698,377
OM0000005005 ...........  ALMAHA CERAMICS ..............................................  255,399 ......... 130,764........................8 ............0.512 ........... 0.512 ...........0.512 ............0.512 ............. 0.512............ 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.512 .............. 0.510...................0.530................ 0.100 ..... 28,160,000
OM0000001400 ...........  OMAN FLOUR MILLS .................................................4,580 ...............3,059........................2 ........... 0.668 ........... 0.668 ...........0.668 ........... 0.668 .............0.672 ...........-0.004 ........... -0.595 ...............0.668 ..............0.608...................0.668................ 0.100 ... 105,210,000
OM0000001525 ............  OMAN INVST& FIN. ..................................................... 1,000 ...................141........................ 1 ............0.141 ........... 0.141............ 0.141 ............0.141 ............. 0.142 ...........-0.001 ........... -0.704 ............... 0.141 .............. 0.138...................0.145 ................ 0.100 ...... 33,417,000
OM0000002168 ............  AL ANWAR  CERAMIC .................................................5,742 ...............2,433........................3 ........... 0.424 ...........0.424 ...........0.420........... 0.420 .............0.424 ...........-0.004 ........... -0.943 ...............0.420..............0.410...................0.424 ............... 0.100 .....92,400,000
OM0000002440 ...........  AL SHARQIA INV. ....................................................... 40,000 ...............3,645........................5 ........... 0.092 ........... 0.092 ...........0.091 ............0.091 .............0.092 ...........-0.001 ........... -1.087................0.091 .............. 0.091...................0.096................ 0.100 ........8,190,000
OM0000003281 ............  TAAGEER FINANCE ....................................................8,000 ...................713........................3 ............0.091 ........... 0.091 ...........0.088........... 0.088 .............0.089 ...........-0.001 ............-1.124 ................0.088 ..............0.088...................0.092 ............... 0.100 ......22,762,238
OM0000001533 ............  OMINVEST ....................................................................... 8,070 ...............2,469........................2 ........... 0.306 ...........0.306 ...........0.306........... 0.306 ............. 0.310............-0.004 ........... -1.290 ...............0.306..............0.306...................0.312 ................ 0.100 ... 204,519,820
OM0000002077 ...........  AL OMANIYA FIN.S ..........................................................810 .................. 130........................ 1 ............0.160 ........... 0.160 ...........0.160 ........... 0.160 ............. 0.166............-0.006 ............-3.614................0.160 ............. 0.000...................0.166 ................ 0.100 ...... 48,514,182
OM0000003398 ...........  SOHAR INT. BANK ....................................................  16,088,655 . 1,609,766..................... 34 ............0.105 ........... 0.105 ...........0.100 ........... 0.100 ............. 0.105............-0.005 ........... -4.762 ...............0.100 ..............0.100...................0.106 ................ 0.100 ...299,006,229
Total ..................................17 .........................................................................................  18,838,146 .2,775,389................... 164 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

ISIN ...................................................SECURITY NAME ...................................................................................................VOLUME ............... TURNOVER .................... TRADES ............ OPEN PRICE .............. HIGH .....................LOW ................ CLOSE PR. ............PREV. CLOSE............ DIFF (RO) .................. DIFF % ...................... LAST PR ................ LAST BID ..................... LAST OFFER ......................PAR VALUE .......... MARKET CAP

O M A N  S T O C K S

INDICES
Index .................................................High .................Low ..................... Value ............... Prev . Value.......... Diff  ...............Diff  %
MSX 30 INDEX .................................... 4,149.04 ...............4,125.81 ....................4,125.81 ...................4,134.56 ...................-8.75 .................. -0.21
FINANCIAL INDEX .......................... 6,628.86 ...............6,584.74 ................... 6,584.74 ....................6,587.14 ..................-2.40 .................. -0.04
Industry Index ...................................... 5,953.64 ...............5,934.81 ................... 5,934.81 ...................5,953.64 ................ -18.83 .................. -0.32
Services Index .......................................1,605.08 ...............1,590.34 ................... 1,590.34 ................... 1,594.53 .................. -4.18 .................. -0.26
MSX Shariah Index .................................462.69 ..................459.45 .......................459.45 .......................461.72 .................. -2.27 .................. -0.49
MSX TR INDEX................................... 5,228.58 ............... 5,199.31 .................... 5,199.31 ................... 5,210.34 ................ -11.03 .................. -0.21
FINANCIAL TR IDX.......................... 6,930.50 .............. 6,884.37 ................... 6,884.37 ...................6,886.88 .................. -2.51 .................. -0.04
SERVICES TR IDX ..............................1,659.62 .............. 1,644.38 ................... 1,644.38 ....................1,648.71 .................. -4.33 .................. -0.26
INDUSTRIAL TR IDX ........................6,178.88 ...............6,159.34 ....................6,159.34 ................... 6,178.88 ................ -19.54 .................. -0.32

Trading Summary
Volume ................ Turnover ..........Trades .............. Market Cap............. Up ............Down ............. Equal .........Sec. Traded
20,439,629 ................. 2,975,212 .....................283 ...............22,471,588,623 .................. 5 ......................17 .................... 21 .........................43

OM0000005260 ...........  OMAN ARAB BANK .................................................... 16,704 ...............2,105........................7 ............0.126 ........... 0.126 ...........0.126 ........... 0.126 ............. 0.118 ............ 0.008 ............. 6.780 ................0.126 .............. 0.119...................0.128 ................ 0.100 ... 210,345,660
OM0000008447 ...........  OMAN REIT FUND ....................................................... 1,360 .....................98........................ 1 ........... 0.072 ........... 0.072 ...........0.072........... 0.072 .............0.070 ........... 0.002 ............. 2.857 ................0.072 ..............0.068...................0.071 ................ 0.100 ..... 33,925,420
OM0000001095 ............  DHOFAR INSURANCE ............................................  261,975 ............49,775..................... 20 ............0.190 ........... 0.190 ...........0.190 ........... 0.190 ............. 0.190 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.190 .............. 0.185...................0.190 ................ 0.100 ...... 19,904,789
OM0000001772 ............  ALANWAR INVESTMENT ....................................  279,300 ............24,195......................16 ........... 0.087 ........... 0.087 ...........0.086........... 0.086 .............0.086 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.086 ..............0.086...................0.091 ................ 0.100 ......17,200,000
OM0000002275 ...........  SHELL OMAN MRK. ..................................................... 5,000 .............. 4,060........................2 ............0.812 ........... 0.812 ...........0.812 ........... 0.812 ............. 0.812............ 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.812 ............. 0.800...................0.812 ................ 0.100 ......77,140,000
OM0000002549 ...........  BANK DHOFAR ...........................................................  350,000 ...........40,250........................ 1 ............0.115 ........... 0.115 ............ 0.115 ............0.115 ............. 0.115 ............ 0.000 .............0.000 ................ 0.115 .............. 0.114................... 0.115 ................ 0.100 ... 344,580,415
OM0000003661 ............  VOLTAMP ENERGY................................................... 50,000 ............... 5,750........................3 ............0.115 ........... 0.115 ............ 0.115 ............0.115 ............. 0.115 ............ 0.000 .............0.000 ................ 0.115 ..............0.108...................0.124 ................ 0.100 .........9,361,316
OM0000004420 ...........  BANK NIZWA ................................................................ 19,562 ................1,871........................4 ........... 0.096 ........... 0.096 ...........0.095 ........... 0.095 .............0.095 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.095 ..............0.095...................0.096................ 0.100 ....212,510,538
OM0000004669 ...........  SHARQIYAH DESALIN. ..............................................2,000 .................. 218........................ 1 ............0.109 ........... 0.109 ...........0.109 ........... 0.109 ............. 0.109 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.109 ..............0.100...................0.109 ................ 0.100 ......10,660,435
OM0000004735 ...........  SEMBCORP SALALAH ..............................................10,300 .................. 733........................3 ........... 0.078 ........... 0.078 ...........0.071 ............0.071 ............. 0.071............ 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.071 ..............0.070...................0.071 ................ 0.100 ...... 67,774,608
OM0000004768 ...........  MADINA TAKAFUL ..................................................  103,300 ..............9,530......................12 ........... 0.092 ........... 0.093 ...........0.092........... 0.092 .............0.092 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.092..............0.092...................0.093................ 0.100 ......16,100,000
OM0000004925 ...........  ALBATINAH POWER ................................................... 8,500 ..................408........................ 1 ........... 0.048 ...........0.048 ...........0.048........... 0.048 .............0.048 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.048..............0.048...................0.049 ............... 0.100 ..... 32,394,597
OM0000005963 ...........  PHOENIX POWER....................................................... 13,150 .................. 658........................4 ........... 0.050 ........... 0.050 ...........0.050........... 0.050 .............0.050 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.050..............0.050...................0.051 ................ 0.100 ...... 73,130,073
OM0000007043 ...........  NATIONAL LIFE INS ................................................ 60,000 .............19,440........................ 1 ........... 0.324 ...........0.324 ...........0.324........... 0.324 .............0.324 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.324............. 0.000...................0.324 ............... 0.100 ..... 85,860,000
OM0000002267 ...........  GULF MUSHROOM P ................................................29,447 ...............8,245........................3 ........... 0.280 ...........0.280 ...........0.280 .......... 0.280 .............0.282 ...........-0.002 ........... -0.709 ...............0.280..............0.272...................0.280 ............... 0.100 .......11,649,476
OM0000001566 ............  OMAN FISHERIES ...................................................... 99,417 ............. 11,437........................5 ............0.116 ........... 0.116 ............ 0.115 ............0.115 ............. 0.116 ............-0.001 ........... -0.862 ............... 0.115 ...............0.115................... 0.115 ................ 0.100 ......20,939,016
OM0000003521 ............  GALFAR ENGINEER. .......................................................630 .....................66........................2 ............0.104 ........... 0.104 ...........0.104 ........... 0.104 ............. 0.106 ...........-0.002 ............-1.887................0.104 ..............0.104...................0.106 ................ 0.100 ...... 21,110,590
OM0000004933 ...........  AL SUWADI POWER ..................................................70,922 ............... 3,475........................5 ........... 0.049 ...........0.049 ...........0.049........... 0.049 .............0.050 ...........-0.001 ........... -2.000 ...............0.049..............0.048...................0.049 ............... 0.100 ...... 35,005,911
OM0000001160 ............  NATIONAL GAS ................................................................ 500 .....................74........................ 1 ............0.148 ........... 0.148 ...........0.148 ........... 0.148 ............. 0.152............-0.004 ........... -2.632 ...............0.148 .............. 0.150...................0.159 ................ 0.100 ......12,580,000
OM0000001590 ............  MUSCAT FINANCE ..................................................  130,896 .............. 9,152........................5 ............0.071 ........... 0.071 ...........0.069........... 0.069 ............. 0.071............-0.002 ........... -2.817................0.069 ..............0.069...................0.072................ 0.100 ...... 21,193,096
OM0000001681 ............  OMAN  EMIRATES HO. ............................................. 62,513 ................5,719......................13 ............0.091 ........... 0.093 ...........0.090........... 0.090 .............0.093 ...........-0.003 ........... -3.226 ...............0.090..............0.090...................0.092 ............... 0.100 ...... 10,968,750
OM0000001368 ............  CONSTRUCTION M. ..................................................10,000 ...................815........................2 ........... 0.080 ........... 0.083 ...........0.080........... 0.083 .............0.088 ...........-0.005 ........... -5.682 ...............0.083 .............. 0.081...................0.083................ 0.100 .........5,187,500
OM0000004776 ...........  TAKAFUL OMAN ...........................................................2,200 ...................123........................ 1 ........... 0.056 ........... 0.056 ...........0.056 ........... 0.056 .............0.060 ...........-0.004 ........... -6.667 ...............0.056 ............. 0.000...................0.058................ 0.100 ..... 14,000,000
Total ..................................23 ........................................................................................  1,587,676 ........198,196....................113 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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ahlibank branch managers meet 

to discuss future growth strategy

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Following its positive 
performance in the fi rst quarter 
of 2022, ahlibank recently held 
a branch managers’ meeting to 
review the performances of each 
branch and its role in further-
ing the bank’s customer-centric 
philosophy to enhance fi nancial 
experiences.

The meeting, which was at-
tended by the bank’s manage-
ment, included discussions on the 
robust retail performance for the 
last four months and an overview 
of the strategy for the next six 
months. Moreover, crucial among 
the presentations was the update 
on the bank’s digital roadmap 
that enhances its commitment to 
being at the forefront of the fi n-
tech era and improves upon its 
customer service off erings that 
make ahlibank among the most 
preferred fi nancial institutions in 
the country.

Off ering an insight into the 
meeting, Muneer Al Balushi, 
AGM – Head of Retail Distribu-
tion, ahlibank, said, “The suc-
cess of Q1 has been a remark-
able achievement for ahlibank. 
However, this does not permit 
us to become complacent. Being 
continuously aware of our loyal 
customers’ loyalty bestowed upon 
us, we don’t rest on our laurels. 
ahlibank is committed to con-
sistent growth and this can only 
be achieved through discussions, 

deliberations, and continuous in-
novation. Our growth trajectory, 
among other things, is due to our 
customers who have been the 
key drivers for all our products 
and policies. We owe it to them to 
ensure that their experiences are 
bespoke and seamless. 

“Our dedicated teams across 
ahlibank branches continue to 
listen to feedback and endeavour 
to create better solutions and ser-
vices that cater to a better tomor-
row for everyone.”

The meeting also saw interac-
tive discussions on various key 
topics such as the operational 
needs of the branches taking feed-
back into account and creating a 
conducive environment required 
to improve upon process and 
operation management. Other 
topics included change manage-
ment, business development, pro-
grammes to support SMEs, sales 

and marketing strategies, and 
performances of the bank’s pre-
mium banking and wealth man-
agement services.

Ever since its inception, ahli-
bank is committed to enhancing 
customer satisfaction with a com-
prehensive suite of services, use of 
modern technology, and innovative 
solutions across its branches in 
Oman. All its product off erings and 
account types are aimed at incul-
cating a culture of savings and de-
veloping fi nancial stability. In line 
with its vision of being a vibrant 
and innovative centre of banking, 
the bank off ers top-class retail, 
commercial, and investment bank-
ing solutions and is well-known for 
its customer-centricity. Addition-
ally, the digitisation of procedures 
and the highly focused team off er 
a range of advisers and specialist 
services, which makes it one of the 
preferred banks in the Sultanate.

R E V I E W S  P E R F O R M A N C E

US gasoline 
average 
price tops $5 
per gallon in 
historic fi rst

WASHGINTON: The price of 
US gasoline averaged more than 
$5 a gallon for the fi rst time on 
Saturday, data from the AAA 
showed, extending a surge in 
fuel costs that is driving rising 
infl ation.

National average
The national average price for 
regular unleaded gas rose to 
$5.004 a gallon on June 11 from 
$4.986 a day earlier, AAA data 
showed and carried by Reuters.

US road travel, however, has 
remained relatively strong, just 
a couple of percentage points be-
low pre-pandemic levels, even as 
prices have risen. Adjusting for 
infl ation, the US gasoline average 
is still approximately 8 per cent 
below June 2008 highs around 
$5.41 a gallon, according to US 
Energy Department fi gures.

High infl ation
Consumer spending has so far 
remained resilient even with 
infl ation running at its highest 
level in more than four decades, 
with household balance sheets 
shored up by pandemic relief 
programs and a tight job mar-
ket that has fuelled strong wage 
gains, especially for lower-in-
come workers. -WAM

D A T A

Muzn holds fi rst 

Sharia Supervisory 

Board meeting

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Muzn, National Bank 
of Oman’s (NBO) Islamic bank-
ing window, recently held its 
fi rst Sharia Supervisory Board 
meeting. During the meeting, the 
board discussed its responsibili-
ties, which include ensuring all 
products, services, activities, in-
vestments, operations and trans-
actions are compliant with the 
principles of Sharia. 

Board members Sheikh Saleh 
Al Kharusi and His Highness Al 
Sayyid Dr Adham bin Turki Al 
Said were joined by newly ap-
pointed members Sheikh Dr 
Muhammad Zubair Usmani and 
Sheikh Dr Abdul Rahman Abdul-
lah Al Saadi. 

Salima Al Marzouqi, Chief 
Islamic Banking Offi  cer, said, 
“Our Sharia Supervisory Board 

meetings ensure Muzn contin-
ues to be ready to meet the grow-
ing demand from customers for 
Islamic fi nancial products and 
services which are aligned with 
their values. Adding to our highly 
qualifi ed Sharia Board, our new 
members bring extensive experi-
ence and a deep understanding of 
diverse Islamic banking markets. 
This will be of great benefi t to 
Muzn as we continue to increase 
our market share and create new 
investment opportunities.”

I S L A M I C  B A N K I N G

China’s logistics sector on the 

mend with government support
BEIJING:  China’s logistics sec-
tor, reeling from the protracted 
COVID-19 pandemic, is eyeing a 
stepped-up rebound as the govern-
ment’s supportive policies gradu-
ally take eff ect and more favour-
able policies follow.

The logistics performance in-
dex, which tracks business vol-
ume, new orders, employment, in-
ventory turnovers, and equipment 
utility rates in the sector, came in 
at 49.3 per cent last month, up 5.5 
percentage points from the previ-
ous month, data from the China 
Federation of Logistics and Pur-
chasing showed (CFLP).

During the period, the index 
tracking China’s warehouse stor-
age sector went back to the expan-
sion range of 50.2 per cent, said the 
federation. E-commerce logistics 
activities also witnessed a business 
reboot in May, with the index rising 
2.1 points to 104.3 points from April.

He Hui, assistant president of 
the CFLP, attributed the aforemen-
tioned upbeat signs to the country’s 
measures to unclog the logistics 
and prop up businesses in diffi  cul-
ties, saying that the sector will wit-
ness more expansion in June.

China has rolled out a raft of pol-

icies such as removing bottlenecks 
in transportation and reducing the 
burden for logistics enterprises to 
buoy the fl ows of logistics.

Shanghai, once hit hardest by 
the virus, launched an action plan 
to speed up economic recovery 
last month, releasing measures in-

cluding stabilising industrial and 
supply chains in the Yangtze River 
Delta, and smoothing domestic 
and international logistics and 
transportation channels.

The city handled an above-aver-
age daily total of 11 million express 
delivery packages on June 1, the 
fi rst day of its return to normal pro-
duction and life after two months of 
closed-off  management to contain 
the COVID-19 resurgence.

Cities including Beijing have es-
tablished a “white list” mechanism 
to secure the delivery capacity of 
fresh produce suppliers and support 
the resumption of work for key com-
panies. Financial support has been 
funnelled to logistics enterprises 
across China to tide them over diffi  -
culties. China recently stressed fur-
ther smoothing transportation and 
logistics, as part of eff orts to ensure 
the operation of market entities and 
stabilise the economy. -XInhua

E C O N O M I C  W A T C H

The logistics performance index, which tracks 

business volume, new orders, employment, inventory 

turnovers, and equipment utility rates in the sector, 

came in at 49.3 per cent last month, up 5.5 percentage 

points from the previous month, data from the China 

Federation of Logistics and Purchasing showed



B5M O N DAY,  J U N E  1 3,  2 0 2 2

T
he kitchen is the 

heart of the home, 

it’s also a space 

where you can waste a 

lot of energy if you’re not 

careful. By making a few 

simple adjustments to 

your habits in the kitch-

en, you can easily cut 

your energy bills and do 

your part to help the en-

vironment.

“The appliances you 

select for your kitchen 

have eff ects far beyond 

the food you eat,” says Pe-

ter Weedfald, senior vice 

president of Sales and 

Marketing at Sharp Home 

Electronics Company of 

America. “From the ap-

pliances you choose to 

how you use them, you 

can make a real diff er-

ence in your energy con-

sumption today.”

1 3

4

5

2

Minimise the time you 

have the refrigerator 

door open. Cold air falls 

straight to the fl oor like 

water. The longer you 

leave the door open, the 

more cool air drains 

away and the harder 

your fridge has to work 

to replace it. Refrigera-

tors that have pantry 

and freezer drawers 

help contain the cold 

air even when they are 

open. Keep frequently 

accessed items in the 

refrigerated pantry 

drawer so everyone 

in the family can help 

themselves

If you fi nd yourself running 

your dishwasher before it’s 

full, it’s time to consider an 

upgrade. Find a dishwasher 

that allows you to manage 

your load size.

If you’re like most 

people, you use 

appliances like 

your toaster and 

coff eemaker for 

just a few minutes 

each day. Unplug 

small appliances 

like these after 

you’re done to stop 

“vampire energy,” 

which is the en-

ergy consumed by 

items when they are 

plugged in but are 

not in use.

Today’s appliances are gen-

erally more energy effi  cient 

than older appliances, and 

there are a lot of energy ef-

fi cient selections

Whenever possible, opt 

to use your small appli-

ances. For example, the 

next time you’re reheat-

ing food, use the mi-

crowave instead of the 

stove or oven.

KEEP IT COOL WASH-UP SMART

UNPLUG

MAKE AN UPGRADE

GO SMALL 

HERE ARE A FEW IDEAS FOR GETTING STARTED

5 IN THE KITCHEN
SAVE ENERGY
EASY WAYS TO

To put a dent in your en-

ergy bills and reduce your 

impact on the environment, 

be mindful of your habits in 

the kitchen. Small changes 

can add up quickly. 

—Statepoint
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World Oceans Day 
marked in Malaysia

Divers perform 

during an underwater 

mermaid show on 

the occasion of World 

Oceans Day at Aquaria 

KLCC in Kuala Lumpur, 

Malaysia. Xinhua

Man promotes traditional Chinese aulic handicraft
Picture shows fi ligree mosaic artworks made by Gu 

Guoqiang in southwest China’s Chongqing. Filigree Mosaic 

craft, a traditional Chinese aulic handicraft dating back 

to the Spring and Autumn Period (770-476BC), uses 

metal such as gold and silver to fold artwork inlaid with 

gemstone or pearl. Xinhua

Followers of Buddhism attend 
annual thangka displaying ritual
A monk attends an annual Buddha 

thangka displaying ritual at the 

Tsurphu Monastery in southwest 

China’s Tibet Autonomous Region. 

Xinhua

Newly-wedded couple 
Nayanthara and Vignesh 
Sivan pose for a photo
Newly-wedded couple 

Nayanthara and Vignesh 

Sivan pose for a photo 

in front of the media, in 

Chennai. ANI Photo

World Day Against Child Labour 
marked in Kathmandu, Nepal
Students hold a poster to mark the 

World Day Against Child Labour in 

Kathmandu, Nepal. Xinhua

Scenery along Mergel Gol River in 
Hulun Buir, Inner Mongolia
Picture shows scenery along the 

Mergel Gol River in Hulun Buir, north 

China’s Inner Mongolia Autonomous 

Region. Xinhua

Americans decry gun violence, political 
inaction at nationwide rallies
People gather during a rally decrying 

rising gun violence while urging 

politicians to take action in Washington, 

DC, the United States. Xinhua
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Bank Muscat’s Floosi account receives 
excellent response from customers

MUSCAT: Bank Muscat’s Floosi 
account, which was launched last 
year in line with the bank’s com-
mitment to improving fi nancial 
inclusion across the Sultanate, 
continues to receive excellent re-
sponse from customers.

Targeted at youth in the 15-17 
age group, Floosi accounts are 
becoming very popular with both 
Omanis and expatriates as it helps 
young people get fi nancially aware 
and make savings a regular habit in 
their lives. 

The debit card linked to the 
customer’s Floosi account, comes 
with a daily limit of RO 50 and 
a monthly cumulative limit of 
OMR200 for Point of Sale (PoS), e-
commerce transactions and ATM 
withdrawals. To apply for a Floosi 
account, minors must visit their 
nearest branch along with their 
parent or legal guardian, and sub-
mit their application along with 
copies of important documents 
like their National ID card (for 
Omani citizens) or Resident Card 
and Passport (for expatriates). 

The father / guardian will be the 

authorised signatory and must 
sign the deal slip on behalf of the 
minor. A major advantage of the 
Floosi account is that young cus-
tomers are not penalised for not 
maintaining a minimum balance. 
At the same time, the account 
has a number of benefi ts specifi -

cally targeted at young people like 
social media giveaways, gaming 
tournaments and exclusive off ers 
at restaurants, cafes and enter-
tainment venues.

To add convenience to the fi -
nancial inclusion process, the 
Floosi account can be converted 

into a Shababi account when the 
customer turns 18. The customer 
can approach the nearest branch 
with their father/legal guardian 
and submit the documentation for 
converting the account and releas-
ing guardianship of the account, 
after which the newly converted 

Shababi account may be operated 
independently by the customer. 

Bank Muscat has been steadily 
working to improve fi nancial in-
clusion and a good savings habit 
amongst people in Oman through 
a number of fi nancial products and 
services. The Floosi account was 

launched by the bank after exten-
sive market research in response 
to customer feedback. 

Parents are particularly happy 
that this new account helps their 
children learn the importance of 
personal fi nance management and 
savings for their future. 

Targeted at youth in 

the 15-17 age group, 

Floosi accounts 

are becoming 

very popular with 

both Omanis and 

expatriates as it 

helps young people 

get fi nancially 

aware and make 

savings a regular 

habit in their lives

Ominvest holds Internal Audit Forum
Muscat: Ominvest Group recent-
ly held its Internal Audit Forum, 
as part of its participation in the 
Internal Audit Awareness Month 
and to provide an opportunity for 
the internal audit teams in the 
group to better understand busi-
ness risks and help develop their 
skill set to perform more eff ec-
tively as trusted advisers of the 
organisation.

The forum, held during the In-
ternal Audit Awareness Month, 
was attended by Audit Commit-
tee Chairmen, CEOs and audit 
team members at Ominvest and its 
Group companies including Ubhar 
Capital, National Life & General 
Insurance Company, National Fi-
nance Company, Oman Arab Bank, 
Alizz Bank, and Takaful.

The forum’s discussion focused 
on further enhancing the role of in-
ternal audits within organisations 
as agents of change. The forum 
provided internal auditors with the 
opportunity to interact with key 
stakeholders across the group and 
to participate in roundtable discus-
sions with executive management. 

The engagement sessions 
helped senior management teams 
to be more acquainted with how 
risk assessment is conducted and 
enabled internal auditors to better 
understand the business environ-
ment and decision-making ap-
proaches. The forum also focused 
on Ominvest’s Environmental, 
Social and Governance (ESG) ini-
tiatives in relation to an internal 

audit, and on how its core values of 
collaboration, excellence and in-
tegrity are instrumental in driving 
overall success.

In his keynote speech at the fo-
rum, AbdulAziz Al Balushi, Group 
CEO at Ominvest said, “To cope 
with shifting business dynamics, 
internal audit teams need to take 
more proactive action-oriented 
approaches towards all kinds of 
risks facing the organisation. This 
calls for continuous vigilance, 
creative thinking, and acquiring 
new skills to remain relevant to 
the business. Understanding the 
business is a key factor for the in-
ternal audit team to contribute to 
the business, be an agent of change 
and provide a meaningful chal-
lenge to management.”

He added, “It is very reassuring 
to see the enthusiasm and com-
mitment from our group compa-
nies to continuously develop the 
internal audit role to achieve ef-
fective outcomes. I would like to 
express my sincere appreciation of 
our internal auditors for carrying 
out their duties professionally and 

diligently and I hope this forum 
will bring the auditors and busi-
ness executives together in a con-
structive and fruitful dialogue.”

Commenting on the signifi -
cance of the Internal Audit Forum, 
Muneer Al Mughairy, Chief Audit 
Offi  cer at Ominvest, said, “Omin-
vest organised this event with the 
aim of spreading awareness of the 
internal audit profession. In doing 
so, the forum attempted to align 
the internal audit role with busi-
ness expectations and allowed 
businesses to understand and ap-
preciate the internal audit man-
date and operating environment.”

Al Mughairy added, “We hope 
that the outcome of the forum helps 
business leaders, executives and 
internal audit teams to eff ectively 
collaborate in achieving business 
objectives. It was an opportunity 
to also share feedback with inter-
nal audit professionals on how to 
perform their role as trusted advi-
sors and add value and advocate for 
positive change with foresight that 
business leaders can benefi t from 
in their decision making.”

F O R  G R O U P  C O M P A N I E S

National Life & Insurance bags excellence award 

MUSCAT: National Life & Gen-
eral Insurance Co. (NLGIC) Is the 
market leader and largest insur-
ance company in Oman was con-
ferred the Excellence in Insurance 
award at the recently concluded 
New Age Banking Summit held 
at Al Bustan Palace a Ritz Carlton 
Hotel recently. The event was at-
tended by leading banks and tech-
nology companies.

NLGIC has been off ering be-
spoke insurance in the personal 
lines segment and corporates with 
a wide range of products in Life, 
Medical and General Insurance 
for more than 25 years in the GCC. 
The company, headquartered in 
Muscat Oman has branches in 
Dubai, Abu Dhabi and Kuwait. NL-
GIC has a wide network of sales 
and service touch points spread 

across Oman with a strong net-
work of own branches, agencies 
and brokers. NLGIC also has the 
reputation to be one of the pio-
neers in Bancassurance in Oman 
with a strong tie-up with leading 
banks in Oman.

“I congratulate the organisers 
of the New Age Banking Summit 
and at NLGIC, not only as leading 
insurers but also as a major player 
in the Bancassurance segment, we 
remain committed to our partner 
Banks to provide competitive in-

surance solutions, with in-house 
developed systems and technol-
ogy for fast issuance of quota-
tions, policy issuance, after-sales 
services like policy endorsements 
and claims management. We 
are thankful for this recognition 
which vindicates our eff orts to be 
a trusted insurance partner with a 
customer-centric approach,” said 
S. Venkatachalam, CEO, NLGIC 
upon receiving the award.

The company, as part of its 
growth strategy, has signed the 
sale purchase agreement with 
RSA Middle East and the transac-
tion would be completed swiftly 
after approvals from regulators 
and shareholders are obtained. 
The deal is expected to transform 
NLGIC into a leading multi-line 
insurance group in the region.

E X C E L L E N C E  I N  I N S U R A N C E  A W A R D

National Finance and 

Dar Al Atta’a inaugurates 

greenhouse project for 

people with special needs

MUSCAT: Refl ecting its com-
mitment to enhancing its con-
tribution to the programmes and 
charities in Oman, National Fi-
nance in collaboration with Dar 
Al Atta’a Charity inaugurated the 
greenhouse project. 

The project aims to engage peo-
ple with special needs at Al Wafa 
Social Center in Ibra, Sharqiyah 
North. The ceremony was held 
under the auspices of Maryam 
Issa Al Zadjali, a member of the 
State Council and Chairperson 
of Dar Al Atta’a, in the presence 
of representatives from Al Wafa 
Center in Ibra and a number of of-
fi cials from the public and private 
sectors, on June 6.

Resulting of the partnership 
between the company and the 
associations, this project aims 
to build nine greenhouses in 
various Al Wafa Social Centers. 
People with special needs will 
have the opportunity to acquire 
employment and a sustainable 
income source. 

Lina Al Abdulsalaam, National 
Finance Head of Corporate Com-
munication and Marketing said, 
“We are pleased to launch the 
Greenhouse Project in coopera-

tion with Dar Al Atta’a. We are 
also delighted to help and support 
all segments of society. 

“We strongly believe that we 
have responsibilities not only 
toward our customers, employ-
ees and shareholders but also to 
enhance our initiatives to serve 
the communities in which we 
operate. In addition, within our 
CSR programme, we are keen to 
strengthen our partnership with 
various entities and sectors to 
achieve added value in the coun-
try and provide opportunities 
for the nation’s people to build a 
brighter future.”

Expressing her appreciation 
to National Finance, Maryam Al 
Zadjali said, “We thank National 
Finance for its eff orts to serve 
the community by supporting 
our sustainable programs. The 
Greenhouse Project as part of the 
‘Tamkeen’ initiative contributes 
to strengthening the role of job 
integration for people with special 
needs at Al Wafa Social Center. 
This can be succeeded by enroll-
ing them in the production and 
marketing of agricultural crops 
with the aim of achieving an eff ec-
tive community partnership.”

P A R T N E R S H I P
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Ford Taurus: Impressively spacious 
sedan redesigned with focus on safety

MUSCAT: The Ford Taurus is an 
impressively spacious sedan in the 
Ford range. 

Designed and engineered for 
maximum experiences, the Tau-
rus is an ideal vehicle for those in 
search of a little bit of everything 
they expect in a large sedan.

The Ford Taurus has been rede-
signed with a focus on safety and 
practicality. The exterior of the 
Taurus has a shield-like, clipped 
trapezoidal fi ve-bar grille is posi-
tioned prominently and fl anked by 
slender, modern headlamps with 
signature daytime running lights 
and LED projector lamp technol-
ogy. Chrome rings house supple-
mental LED driving lights.

In silhouette, a powerful hood 
profi le and planted architecture 
give the Taurus a sense of solid-
ity, sportiness and harmony. De-
signers elevated the exterior with 
fi ne details on the sides, including 
upswept chrome highlight trim 
on the doors. Polished 19-inch 
10-spoke alloy wheels help to give 
a bold and premium stance. At the 
rear of the vehicle, multi-piece 
LED tail lights incorporate a dis-
tinctive signature appearance. 

A bright chrome bar connect-
ing the tail lights highlights the 
vehicle’s width for a sense of un-
derstated athleticism. Integrated 
chrome exhaust tips complete the 
rear and off er another discreet 
hint at performance.

Sporty appearance
The Taurus has the eff ortless pow-
er to match its sporty appearance. 
The Taurus is powered by a 2.0-li-

tre EcoBoost inline four-cylinder 
petrol engine that produces 240 
horsepower and an impressive 
390Nm torque. 

That represents a 10% increase 
in torque over the previous Tau-
rus, all while using less fuel. The 
engine is mated to an eight-speed 
automatic transmission – a fi rst 
for Ford sedans in the Middle East 
– which is operated by a contem-
porary rotary gear shifter on the 
centre console.

The sense of balance and har-

mony continues inside with a 
clean, modern cabin that makes 
use of smart design and strong 
horizontal elements for an airy, 
spacious feel. Above the passen-
gers, a full panoramic sunroof al-
lows more natural light to enter 
the cabin and adds to a sense of 
elegance and openness. 

The spacious feel is justifi ed 
by an exceptionally roomy cabin, 
which takes full advantage of the 
vehicle’s fi ve-metre length and 
2.95-metre wheelbase for abun-

dant second-row legroom, and 
class-leading shoulder and hip 
room. Making full use of the car’s 
interior space, designers and en-
gineers placed more than 25 intel-
ligent stowage spaces throughout 
the cabin. 

Cup holders designed to secure-
ly hold diff erent-sized bottles are 
just one thoughtful detail imple-
mented to meet the needs of con-
sumers. Refl ecting the importance 
of second-row passengers, the rear 
cabin-space has been designed 

with an emphasis on comfort. 
The Taurus features the very 

latest SYNC 3 technology with em-
bedded voice control, embedded 
navigation, AppLink and Apple 
CarPlay. There are USB ports in 
the centre console so that drivers 
can hardwire their devices to the 
Taurus, and Bluetooth connectiv-
ity plus wireless charging options 
available. For rear seat passengers, 
there are two more USB ports in 
the centre armrest. 

Taurus also comes advanced 

driver-assist features as standard. 
Technologies like Blind Spot 

Information System, which uses 
radar to alert drivers of approach-
ing vehicles entering their blind 
spot by fl ashing an indicator light. 
Other technologies include pre-
collision assist with automatic 
emergency braking, auto high 
beams, a lane-keeping system and 
a rearview camera.

In Oman, Ford vehicles are 
brought to you by Arabian Car 
Marketing Co. 

Designed and 

engineered 

for maximum 

experiences, the 

Taurus is an ideal 

vehicle for those in 

search of a little bit 

of everything they 

expect in a large 

sedan

Mercedes-Benz ensures vehicles are kept clean with Car Care package

MUSCAT: Making sure its custom-
ers enjoy an outstanding experience 
long after purchasing their car, Mer-
cedes-Benz Oman’s Car Care pack-
ages combine choice, convenience 
and the highest quality of service. 

Starting at just OMR370 incl. 
VAT, drivers can leave their ve-
hicles confi dently in the hands of 
trusted Mercedes-Benz profes-
sionals, who will attend to any mi-
nor paintwork damage and dents, 
applying cutting-edge methods 
quickly and reliably. With three 
excellent value packages to choose 
from depending on individual re-
quirements, customers will have 
the peace of mind that their Mer-
cedes-Benz car will preserve its 
condition and value, with a pris-
tine appearance all-round.

“Appropriate car care is impor-
tant and necessary. Our valued 
Mercedes-Benz customers rightly 
expect us to provide reliable main-
tenance and service for their ve-
hicles at reasonable prices. This 
is precisely why we created our 
Car Care Packages, which cover 

scratch repairs and paintless dent 
removal procedures, making the 
service costs transparent. That 
way, our customers can count on 
fi rst-class care and spare them-
selves unpleasant surprises,” said 
Shaun Michael, Chief Executive 
Offi  cer at Mercedes-Benz Oman.

Owners can choose from a va-
riety of options starting with the 
Lite Package at OMR 370 incl. VAT, 
which is valid for one year and in-
cludes three scratch repairs and fi ve 
paintless dent removals. Also avail-
able in the Classic Package for OMR 
695 incl. VAT, which is valid for two 
years and includes six scratch re-
pairs and ten paintless dent remov-
als. Or, for the ultimate protection, 
customers can choose the OMR 
970 incl. VAT three-year Premium 
Package, which includes 12 scratch 
repairs and 15 paintless dent remov-
als. Plus, all scratch repairs include a 
polish. Combining next-level luxury 
with excellent after-sales care, it’s 
part of Mercedes-Benz’s commit-
ment to off ering a fi rst-class experi-
ence for every journey.

H I G H E S T  Q U A L I T Y  O F  S E R V I C E





Business Owner?

Would you like to provide  safe & simple
e-payment solution for your customers?

www.thawani.om

Contact us:
merchent@thawani.om

+968 91304608 
Click to Download

https://download.thawani.om/


https://www.jeep-oman.com/en/partnership/jeep-road-to-juventus.html
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