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2 Rajab 1444 AH

TUESDAY

NATIONAL MUSEUM PARTICIPATES 
IN ISLAMIC ARTS BIENNIALROHM IS SET TO PRESENT 

FOLK MUSIC FESTIVAL
The National Museum is taking part in the 
“Al-Madar” exhibition, the fi rst Biennial 
of Islamic Arts of its kind in the world. 
It is being held at the Hajj Terminal of 
King Abdulaziz International Airport in 
Jeddah. The Biennial will continue till 23 
April 2023, with the participation of 12
institutions from all over the world. 

The Royal Opera House Muscatt 
(ROHM) will present a festival
of traditional and heritage musiic
entitled “Folk Music Festival”.
The Festival will take place on 226
and 27 January 2023 at the Royaal
Opera House of Musical Arts. >A5

Times News Service

MUSCAT: With 6,000 Indian
companies operating in the Sul-
tanate of Oman there is an im-
mense scope to further boost
cooperation between the two

countries.
The areas where businesses 

can be strengthened include food 
security, supply chains, health-
care, medicine, energy security 
and renewable energy including 
green hydrogen, green ammonia, 

micro chips, semiconductors and 
technology.

Bilateral relations
Dr. Ausaf Sayeed, Secretary at the 
Indian Ministry of External Af-
fairs said that India values the role 
of His Majesty Sultan Haitham 
bin Tarik in upgrading the level 
of bilateral relations between the 
two countries.

Dr. Sayeed added that the vol-
ume of trade exchange between 
the two sides grew during the last 
two years to nearly 10 percent 
compared to the previous years, 
thanks to the bilateral relations 
that focused on trade.  >A5

Trade exchange between the two countries 

grew during the last two years to nearly 10 

percent compared to the previous years

OMR150 million water project inaugurated in Oman

Sayyid Theyazin 
to preside over 
annual horse race

Times News Service

MUSCAT: An OMR150 million
vital water supply project to en-
sure water security for Al Dha-
hirah Governorate was commis-
sioned on Monday.

Oman Water and Wastewater
Services Company (OWWSC) or-
ganised the opening ceremony for
the water supply project by Sohar
Water Desalination Plant in Al Da-
hirah Governorate.

The event was held in the Wilay-
at of Ibri which was presided over
by Dr. Said bin Mohammed Al
Saqri, Minister of Economy, in
the presence of ministers, State
Council members, undersecre-
taries and dignitaries.

“While designing the project,
the company took into account the
current and future water needs for
Al Dhahirah Governorate. It also

took into account  rise in water de-
mand for both the commercial and 
industrial needs,” Qais bin Saud Al 
Zakwani, Chief Executive Offi  cer 
of Oman Water and Wastewater 
Services Company said.

The project includes a water 
transmission line from the Sohar 
Desalination plant to Al Dahirah 
for a total length of 230km with 

15 water tanks having a storage 
capacity of 451,000 cubic metres 
located in Sohar, Ibri and Dhank.

It consists of four pumping sta-
tions with a maximum capacity 
of 144,000 cubic metres per day 
and the pipeline runs parallel to 
the path of the current water car-
rier line from Sohar to Al Buraimi 
Governorate.

So that this path is used to meet 
the future water needs of Al-Burai-
mi Governorate by linking the two 
water transmission systems in a 
number of stations to complete the 
connection of the water transmis-
sion system between the governo-
rates of Al Batinah, Al Dhahirah 
and Al Buraimi.

Through this project, the OW-

WSC aims to ensure water sup-
ply to the wilayats of Al-Dhahirah 
Governorate, which depended 
mainly on groundwater to meet 
their drinking water needs and 
other development activities. 

This project will help in pre-
serving groundwater resources 
and developing them for the future 
generations.

MUSCAT: Assigned by His
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik, HH Sayyid Theyazin bin
Haitham Al Said will patron-
ize this Thursday over the Royal
Cavalry’s annual horse race,
which will be held in the Wilayat
of Al Buraimi.

The event is organized by the
Royal Court Aff airs, represented

by the Royal Cavalry. The race 
will consist of fi ve laps for thor-
oughbred Arabian horses. It will 
culminate in the 5thlap in which 
riders will compete to win the 
coveted His Majesty the Sultan’s 
Cup. Equestrian skills will be ex-
hibited in between the laps, to the 
accompaniment of popular musi-
cal tunes. — ONA

W I L A Y A T  O F  I B R I

A S S I G N E D  B Y  H M

WORLD
Brazil, Argentina plan 
common currency

2
Brazil and Argentina 
wish to forge closer ties,
including by developing 

a common currency, a joint 
statement released by the
nations’ presidents said. 
Brazilian President Luiz Inacio
Lula da Silva and Argentine
leader Alberto Fernandez are set
to discuss the matter on Tuesday 
at a regional summit of Latin
American leaders in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina. >A6

SPORTS
Ronaldo debuts in
Al Nassr’s victory

3
Cristiano Ronaldo made
his much-awaited Al
Nassr debut, but failed to 

score as his new team defeated 
Al-Ettifaq 1-0 in the Saudi Pro
League on Sunday. In his debut 
game in Riyadh, Cristiano 
Ronaldo played the entire 90 
minutes and kept the crowd 
engaged. Brazilian forward 
Anderson Talisca gave Al-Nassr
the lead shortly after the halfway 
point. >A8

OMAN
Children of Palestinian
martyrs  received

1
Dr. Laila Ahmed Al 
Najjar, Minister of Social
Development, has received 

Dr. Tayseer Jaradat, Ambassador 
of the State of Palestine to the 
Sultanate of Oman, and members
of a Palestinian delegation
comprising off spring of 
Palestinian martyrs and children
of Palestinians jailed in prisons of 
Israeli occupation forces. >A3

T O P  T H R E E  I N S I D E  S T O R I E S
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MUSCAT

Rains likely in parts of Oman from today
Times News Services

MUSCAT: The latest weather up-
dates and analysis of the National 
Multi Hazard Early Warning Cent-
er indicate that an upper air trough 
is likely to aff ect the Sultanate of 
Oman starting from Tuesday, 24 
January 2023 until Saturday, 28 
January 2023.

Clouds advection and isolated 
rain with occasional thundershow-
ers are expected over the governo-
rates of Musandam, North Al Bati-
nah, South Al Batinah, Al Buraimi, 
Al Dhahira, Al Dakhiliyah, and 

Muscat. Clouds cover is expected 
to gradually extend to the gover-
norates of North Al Sharqiyah, 
South Al Sharqiyah, Al Wusta,
and Dhofar. The peak of the ef-
fect is expected during Wednes-
day and Thursday. The highest 
amounts of rainfall is expected
over the northern governorates.

The Civil Aviation Authority 
advises all to take precaution dur-
ing rainfall and overfl ow of wadis 
and check the visibility and sea 
state before sailing and follow the 
weather bulletins and reports.

With  ONA inputs

W E A T H E R

IMMENSE SCOPE 
TO STRENGTHEN 

OMAN-INDIA 
COOPERATION

Dr. Ausaf Sayeed, Secretary at

the Indian Ministry of External 

Aff airs.

>A2
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OMAN
Dhuhr............................................12:24pm

Asr......................................................3:31pm

Maghrib........................................5:52pm

Isha...................................................7:06pm 

Fajr (Tomorrow).................... 5:32am

National Museum takes part 

in Biennial of Islamic Arts 
JEDDAH: The National Muse-
um is taking part in the “Al-Ma-
dar” exhibition, the fi rst Biennial 
of Islamic Arts of its kind in the 
world, which is held at the Hajj 
Terminal in King Abdulaziz In-
ternational Airport in Jeddah. 

The Biennial will be held till 
23 April 2023, with the partici-
pation of 12 institutions from all 
over the world.

The opening ceremony was 
held under the auspices of Prince 
Badr Abdullah Al Saud, Saudi 
Minister of Culture and Chair-
man of the Board of Trustees of 
the Diriyah Biennale Founda-
tion, with the participation of 
HH Sayyid Faisal Turki Al Said, 
Ambassador of the Sultanate of 
Oman to the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia (KSA) and its Permanent 
Representative to the Organiza-
tion of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) 
and Sayyid Said Sultan Al Busai-
di, Undersecretary of the Minis-
try of Culture, Sports and Youth 
for Culture.

Jamal Hassan Al Moosawi, 
Secretary-General of the Na-
tional Museum, said that this is 
the fi rst participation of the Na-
tional Museum in the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia. The selected collec-
tions shed light on the concept of 
beauty in Oman, which remained 
faithful to the Islamic origins and 
the identity of the country by rais-
ing the value of authentic beauty, 
celebrating purity, simplicity and 
avoidance of pretention.

He added: “The National Muse-
um is honored to celebrate the art 
of the Islamic world by participat-
ing in the “Al-Madar” exhibition, 
which is held in the fi rst Biennale 
of what is known as Islamic art.”

Visitors to the National Mu-
seum’s corner will see selected 
works with designs that appear 
simple at fi rst glance, but refl ect 
the experience of unity and in-
terdependence, and highlight the 
importance of contemplation and 
attention to the smallest details, 
Al Moosawi added.

In her turn, Aya Al Bakri, CEO 
of the Diriyah Biennial Founda-
tion, said that this event, the fi rst 

of its kind, aims to highlight and 
enrich Islamic cultural heritage 
throughout the ages.

She affi  rmed that the mission 
at the Diriyah Biennale Founda-
tion is to enrich the cultural and 
artistic exchange between the 
KSA as it is a center for the Islam-
ic world and artistic communities 
around the world, and to celebrate 

the many facets of arts.
The corner of the National Mu-

seum at the Biennale includes a 
selection of archaeological ar-
tifacts that embody the duality 
of harmony and contrast in the 
manifestations of Omani cul-
ture, which refl ects a wonderful 
balance between simplicity and 
decoration. -ONA

OPENING:  The opening ceremony was held under the auspices 

of Prince Badr Abdullah Al Saud, Saudi Minister of Culture and 

Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Diriyah Biennale 

Foundation, with the participation of HH Sayyid Faisal Turki Al

Said, Ambassador of the Sultanate of Oman to Saudi Arabia. – ONA

‘ A L - M A D A R ’  E X H I B I T I O N

Military delegation visits Joint Command, Staff  College

MUSCAT: The delegation of the 
Saudi Command and Staff  College 
today visited Oman’s Joint Com-
mand and Staff  College (CSC).

The Saudi delegation was head-
ed by Maj.Gen Mohammed Jadu’ 
Al Ruwaili, Commander of the 
Command and Staff  College and 
Head of the National Defence Uni-
versity of the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia (KSA). 

— ONA

F I E L D  V I S I T
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by KHALID ORABI

MUSCAT –  Grand Millennium
Muscat recently launched the

Thai Food Festival, which started 
on 10 January 2023 and will con-
tinue until the 31 January 2023  at 
Bahriyat Restaurant.

The Thai Food Festival is a 
great opportunity for the lovers of  
Thai food and cuisine to enjoy the 
best and most delicious Thai food,
which is specially prepared by the 
Thai Master Chef  Sirlak Suksam-
ran    who has experience extend-
ing for more than a quarter of  a
century in various Thai culinary 
arts. She also provided a varied 
menu of  Thai food some not eas-
ily available outside of  Thailand 
and drinks such as Thai shrimp 
cake with sweet plum sauce, thai 
crab red curry with jasmine rice 
and vegetables, bok choy and 
chicken stir-fry with noodles 
and steamed banana cakes with
coconut custard . In addition, 
she presented them perfectly 
with enthusiasm to provide a
high level of  healthy food that 
maintains delicious taste.

“I am very happy to be in the 

time. Therefore, I have prepared 
a varied menu of  the most fa-
mous and delicious Thai food, 

which includes all the main dishes 
of  meals including soups, main 
course, appetizers, desserts and
even drinks,” Chef  Sirlak said.

“The nutrients, including roots, 
plants, vegetables, and Thai and 

concluded.
“We are pleased to present 

the Thai Food Festival. We con-
sider this Festival as a beautiful 
gift at the beginning of  the new 
year for our guests to indulge
in a delicious and exiting dining 
experience. Many Omanis and 
residents have great experiences 
with Thai food and are fans of  

it due to their frequent travel to
Thailand,” Luca Medda, General
Manager of  Grand Millennium
Muscat Hotel, said

“We have always been present-
ing different and varied dining 
experiences that present the cu-
linary arts and cultures of  their 
countries of  origin. We bring the 
most skilled chefs specializing in 
authentic food from their coun-
tries of  origin to experiences that 
guests live, enjoy and even wish to 
repeat,” Medda added.

The General Manager of  
Grand Millennium Muscat Hotel 
said that during the Thai Food 
Festival, which will continue un-
til the end of  this month, one of  
the most skilled and experienced 
Thai chefs, known for providing 
delicious and healthy food, was 
brought in to make our guests feel
the difference in the food experi-
ences that we offer.

“Recently, we have implement-
ed a number of  different food 
festivals, including the Turkish and 
Iranian food festivals. Here we are 
presenting the Thai food Festival
too. During the coming period, we 
have a plan to present a number 
of  famous food experiences locally 
and globally, including for other 
Arab, African, European and Asian 
countries,” Medda concluded. 

THAI FOOD FESTIVAL
GRAND MILLENNIUM MUSCAT

A great opportunity for the lovers of Thai food and cuisine

Social Development Minister meets 

children of Palestinian martyrs

MUSCAT: Dr. Laila Ahmed Al 
Najjar, Minister of Social Devel-
opment, has received Dr. Tay-
seer Jaradat, Ambassador of the 
State of Palestine to the Sultan-
ate of Oman, and members of a 
Palestinian delegation compris-
ing off spring of Palestinian mar-
tyrs and children of Palestinians 
jailed in prisons of Israeli occu-
pation forces.

During the meeting, the minis-

ter underscored the signifi cance 
of the visit which, she said, em-
bodies the depth of fraternal re-
lations and the strong bonds be-
tween Oman and Palestine.

The meeting was an opportu-
nity to exchange expertise and 
study various aspects of social ar-
eas, including the childhood sec-
tor, Dr. Laila added.

The Palestinian ambassador 
commended Oman’s permanent 

stance in supporting the State of 
Palestine. He valued the Social 
Development Ministry’s gesture 
to announce the social club of the 
Palestinian community in Oman.

The meeting was attended by 
Assayida Maani Abdullah Al Bu-
saidi, Director General of Family 
Development at the ministry, as 
well as other offi  cials and employ-
ees operating in the childhood 
welfare fi eld. -ONA

F R A T E R N A L  R E L A T I O N S

PRAISED: The Palestinian ambassador commended Oman’s permanent stance in supporting the 

State of Palestine. – ONA

Oman to host Arab forum for sustainable development 
MUSCAT: The Sultanate of Oman 
will host the tasks of the ninth ses-
sion of Arab Forum for Scholarly 
Research and Sustainable Devel-
opment, which will be held on 30 

and 31 January 2023.
The forum will be organised by 

the Ministry of Education and the 
Ministry of Higher Education, Re-
search and Innovation.

As many as 150 research-
ers from Oman and other Arab 
countries will take part in the 
two-day forum titled “Arab fe-
male researchers’ role in sus-

tainable development”.
The forum will be opened by 

Dr. Rahma Ibrahim Al Mahrooqi,
Minister of Higher Education, Re-
search and Innovation, in the pres-

ence of Dr. Madeeha Ahmed Al 
Shaibani, Minister of Education, 
Chairperson of the Omani Na-
tional Commission for Education, 
Culture and Science, and Dr. Mo-

hammed Ouled Amar, Director-
General of the Arab League Edu-
cational, Cultural and Scientifi c
Organization (ALECSO). 

-ONA

T W O - D A Y  F O R U M

Swimmers of CBSE 

clusters to take part 

in India competition 

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The CBSE Swimming 
Clusters, one of the most-awaited 
events was fi nally held at the 
Sultan Qaboos Sports Complex, 
Muscat, Oman on 27 October 
2022 after a 2-year break.

All the Indian schools across 
Oman registered their students 
to participate in the meet. The 
stakes were high as the winners 
of the meet are heading to India 
to participate in the competition 
in Rajkot this month. They will 
be representing the Indian team 
from Oman.   

The event saw some strong 
competitors who are currently 
being trained by the Nautilus 
Swimming Club. These swim-
mers bagged many medals and 
some of them will be participat-
ing in the CBSE Nationals which 
will be held in India soon. 

The swimmers who aced their 
performances at Clusters were

Brothers Jayin Sharma and 
Kavin Sharma bagged gold med-
als in all the events they par-
ticipated: Jayin in 50m butterfl y, 
100m butterfl y, 100m freestyle, 
200m freestyle, and 200m Indi-
vidual Medley (IM).

Kavin in 50m backstroke, 
100m backstroke, 100m butterfl y, 
and 200m freestyle.

Haripriya Satheesh bagged 
5 gold medals in 100m and 200 
m freestyle, 100m butterfl y, 
4x100m free relay, and 4x100m 
medley relay.

Jessica Joanna Paul won gold 
medals in 50m backstroke, 200m 
backstroke, 4x100m freestyle re-
lay, and 4x100m IM relay; silver 
in 50m breaststroke and 100m 
backstroke.

Aditi Shankar won gold medals 
in 50m butterfl y, 100m breast-
stroke, 200m Freestyle, and 
200m IM.

Prakriti Latheesh Nair who 
won gold in 50m butterfl y and sil-

ver in 100m butterfl y, 200m free-
style, and 200m IM.

Dhruv Dhiman won gold in 
100m breaststroke and silver in 
50m freestyle, 200m freestyle, 
and 100m butterfl y.

Jia Singh won gold in 4x100m 
freestyle and 4x100m IM relay, 
200 IM.

From Indian School Sohar, 
Clusters witnessed some upcom-
ing Nautilus Sohar swimmers 
who starred in their individual 
events.

Shruthikaa won silver in 
50m breaststroke, Vikram Sen-
thilkumar won silver in 50m 
breaststroke

Varun Balakrishnan bagged a 
bronze in 50m freestyle.

Training is rigorous for all our 
competitive swimmers at Nau-
tilus Swimming Club under the 
guidance of Head Coach Ivan 
Proskura, a merited Olympic and 
Paralympic Coach.

The swimmers are well-
trained to participate confi dently 
and win competitions. Nautilus 
remains the only club in Oman, 
whose swimmer, KS Pooja, 
reached the fi nals at Indian Na-
tionals Swimming Champion-
ships coming sixth in her event.  

C B S E  S W I M M I N G  C L U S T E R S

CONTEST: The winners of the swimming meet are heading to

India to participate in the competition in Rajkot this month.

The event saw 

some strong 

competitors who

are currently 

being trained by

the Nautilus 

Swimming Club
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ROHM to present 
spectacular folk 
music festival
MUSCAT: The Royal Opera 
House Muscat (ROHM) will pre-
sent a festival of traditional and
heritage music entitled “Folk
Music Festival”. 
The Festival will take place on 26
and 27 January 2023 at the Royal
Opera House of Musical Arts.

The Folk Music Festival is be-
coming an annual event which of-
fers audiences a musical journey 
around the world with special
guest countries invited to attend.

The Festival celebrates the tra-
ditional folk music of each coun-

try, acknowledging the intrinsic 
value of preserving and sharing 
musical heritage, and, promotes 
artistic collaboration between 
nations.

Audiences can enjoy the amaz-
ing spectacle of fl amboyant cos-
tumes, elaborate dances, singing 
and accompanying musicians. 
The Festival is suitable for audi-
ences of all ages.

The festival will be held at the 
Maidan Al Bahri in the Royal Op-
era House of Musical Arts.

-ONA

M U S I C A L  J O U R N E Y

Oman-India energy partnership

He described the trade 
relations between the 
two countries as “an-
cient” and dating back 

to hundreds of years. The size 
of exports stood at 3.14 percent 
whereas the size of imports stood 
at 6.84 percent. Sayeed affi  rmed 
that there are constant discus-
sions between the two countries 
to ink free trade agreements.

The Indian Secretary stressed 
that energy partnerships between 
the two countries have developed 
to be more inclusive. Within this 
context, ACME Group, a leading 

global sustainable and renewable
energy company in India, signed
a huge project for green hydrogen
in Oman as the energy sector is
considered an essential fi eld for
bilateral cooperation particularly 
in the area of green hydrogen and
green ammonia.

“Soon, we will celebrate the
50th anniversary of establish-
ing diplomatic relations between
Oman and India,” Sayeed pointed
out. These relations are further
enhanced through high-level vis-
its or via fi elds of joint coopera-
tion, he added.

He further said that inviting 
Oman as a guest in the G20 Sum-
mit under the theme “One Earth, 
One Family, One Future” being 
hosted by India would add a sig-
nifi cance in realising economic 
strategies and promoting cooper-
ation in various spheres between 
the two countries. Dr. Ausaf 
Sayeed, Secretary at the Indian 
Ministry of External Aff airs con-
cluded that the Republic of India 
and the Sultanate of Oman share 
many matters of common inter-
est particularly matters related to 
the GCC-Arab region.

B I L A T E R A L  R E L A T I O N S

 < FROM 
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Pact inked to set up small 

enterprises in sea fi shing
MUSCAT: A memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) was signed 
on Monday to establish small en-
terprises specialised in sea fi sh-
ing and provide funding for their 
projects.

The MoU was inked by the Au-
thority for Small and Medium 
Enterprises Development (AS-
MED), Oman Fisheries Develop-
ment Group and the Ministry of 
Labour.

The MoU also provides for em-
powering the owners of the enter-
prises through training, which in-

cludes mastering technical skills.
The MoU also aims to enable 

the owners to keep pace with la-
bour market developments, 
achieve growth and sustainabil-
ity for their businesses and fi nd 
investment.

ASMED will explore opportu-
nities to localise the supply chain 
and enhance the local added value 
of the enterprises’ products.

Acting in partnership with the 
parties supporting this initia-
tive, the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Water Resources 

will facilitate the benefi ciaries’ 
access to fi shing licenses. It will 
also oversee training programmes 
to ensure optimum system 
integration.

The MoU was signed by Halima 
Rashid Al Zar’ee, Chairperson of 
ASMED, Salem Musallam Al Bu-
saidi, Undersecretary of the Min-
istry of Labour for Human Re-
sources Development, and Eng. 
Nabil Salem Al Bimani, Chief 
Executive Offi  cer at Oman Fish 
Development Group.  

— ONA

F U N D I N G  N E E D S

RNO starts naval
drill ‘Sea Lion’

MUSCAT: The naval drill ‘Asad
Al Bahar’ or ‘Sea Lion’ 1/2023,
conducted by the Royal Navy of 
Oman (RNO) began on Monday at
Al Batinah and Al Wusta maritime
zones. The naval drill, conducted
with the support of the Royal Air
Force of Oman (RAFO) jets, will
run till 1 February 2023.

The vessels participating in the
Sea Lion naval exercise, sailed
from Said bin Sultan Naval Base
heading towards the exercise lo-
cation. Many joint naval military 
activities between the participat-
ing ships and crews will be un-
dertaken according to the set plan
of the exercise. The execution of 
this naval drill comes within the
framework of the RNO training 
plans aimed to sustain the level of 
readiness of its fl eet and person-
nel, in line with the national tasks
entrusted to it. — ONA

R O Y A L  N A V Y  O F  O M A N
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A school that teaches students 

of both India and Myanmar
KOHIMA: Nagaland’s Pangsha 
which literally lies far away from
the maddening crowd and has
its own unique stories of how it
houses students from India and
Myanmar’s sides of the border
under the same roof of a school,
Jayant Ahuja writes in Border
Lens.

According to the author, the
school also engages in diff erent
agricultural practices and or-
ganises traditional festivals. The
village not only lies in the border
area with Myanmar which has
been prone to insurgency and
armed confl icts in the recent past.
Besides Pangsha, Dan village is
a tiny hamlet that separates In-
dia and Myanmar up the hills of 
eastern Nagaland’s Noklak dis-
trict and can cater to people’s
needs- mostly the Khiumniangan
Naga tribes from both sides of the
border.

The Assam Rifl es outpost
which is prominently located in
the village stands testimony to
many encounters and insurgen-

cy-related incidents. Interest-
ingly, the Burmese side of the bor-
der is known to have safe havens 
for diff erent North East-militant 
groups, reported Border Lens.

Dan village also witnessed an 
uprising from the locals when 
the Myanmar government made 
an abortive bid in 2016 to fence 
about three kilometres of the 
imaginary border that passes 
through these villages.

However, these challenges have 
not dampened the spirits of the 
local Naga tribes who inhabit the 

village. Their determination is 
refl ected in their hard work and 
steadfast approach towards life, 
especially when it comes to edu-
cating their children and giving 
them a better-educated life.

For many of the young girls 
and boys’ life has completely 
changed after entering the Mis-
sion Straightway School which is 
situated along the international 
border at the International Trade 
Centre (ITC).

Other than running the school 
in Pangsha, Aotemtshi Long-
kumer, driven by his humble be-
ginnings, founded ‘The Mission 
Straightway School’ in the Dan 
village in 2010.

Aotemshi’s inspiration is his 
mother who single-handedly 
fought against all odds to raise her 
fi ve children. This was the trigger 
to dedicate his life to education, 
as he became the fi rst Naga to 
hold a PhD in mathematics and 
later became a professor at Fazl 
Ali College in Mokokchung, as per 
reported by Border Lens. — ANI

B O R D E R  A R E A

Lebanon restarts probe 
into Beirut port explosion

BEIRUT: The judge investigating 
the Beirut port explosion resumed
work after a nearly 13-month long 
halt on Monday, according to judi-
cial offi  cials.

Judge Tarek Bitar ordered the
release of fi ve detainees, including 

the former head of the Customs 
Department, and announced 
plans to charge others, including 
two top generals.

Bitar’s work had been blocked 
since December 2021 after three 
former Cabinet ministers fi led 

legal charges against him in the
Court of Cassation, Lebanon’s
highest court. Despite the court’s
ruling still pending, Bitar contin-
ued working on the investigation
on Monday, giving legal justifi -
cations to do so. Bitar has been
criticised harshly by the Lebanese
Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasral-
lah, who called the investigation
a “big mistake” and stated it was
biased.

Nasrallah has asked authori-
ties to remove Bitar from the case
priorly. 

Bitar is the second judge as-
signed to the investigation. Prior
to him, Fadi Sawwan, the fi rst
judge, was removed after com-
plaints of bias by two Cabinet

ministers were expressed. 
In 2020, the explosion of hun-

dreds of tonnes of ammonium ni-
trate stored negligently in the port 
had destroyed entire districts of 
Beirut.

More than 200 people died, 
6,500 others were injured and 
around 300,000 were left home-
less while swathes of the city were 
destroyed. 

It is considered one of the larg-
est non-nuclear explosions in 
history.

Until now, Lebanese authori-
ties have rejected an international 
investigation. Some experts claim 
that the probe into the blast has 
been hampered for political rea-
sons from the start. — DW
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detainees, including the former head of the 
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Brazil and Argentina 

to discuss common

currency, boost trade

BUENOS AIRES: Brazil and 
Argentina wish to forge closer 
ties, including by developing a 
common currency, a joint state-
ment released by the nations’ 
presidents said.

Brazilian President Luiz Ina-
cio Lula da Silva and Argentine 
leader Alberto Fernandez are set 
to discuss the matter on Tues-
day at a regional summit of Latin 
American leaders in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina.

The Community of Latin 
American and Caribbean States 
summit comes as calls for region-
al integration grow among lead-
ers in South America.

Why are the leaders  
discussing a common  
currency?
The joint statement by Lula and 
Fernandez was published in Ar-
gentine’s Perfi l newspaper.

“We intend to overcome the 
barriers to our exchanges, sim-
plify and modernise the rules and 
encourage the use of local cur-
rencies,” it read.

“We also decided to advance 
discussions on a common South 
American currency that can be 
used for both fi nancial and com-
mercial fl ows, reducing costs op-
erations and our external vulner-
ability,” the text added.

The Financial Times reported 
that Brazil suggests calling the 
new currency “sur” (south) and 
that it would run in parallel with 
the Brazilian real and Argentine 
peso at fi rst.

The British newspaper report-
ed that the initial focus would 
be on how a new currency could 
boost regional trade and reduce 
reliance on the US dollar.

The idea of a common cur-

rency for the South American na-
tions is not a new one.

Signifi cant diff erences
Experts have noted that there 
are signifi cant diff erences and 
several possibilities at to what a 
common economic agenda could 
look like

Fernando Haddad and Gabriel 
Galipolo, Brazil’s fi nance minis-
ter and his executive secretary, 
raised the idea of a single curren-
cy in an article last year.

Lula fl oated the idea during his 
campaign for presidency too.

The discussion on the matter 
also means that Lula will make 
his fi rst offi  cial trip to Argen-
tina, keeping with the tradition 
of visiting Brazil’s largest trading 
partner in the region after taking 
offi  ce.

Lula’s trip also marks the re-
turn of Brazil to the Community 
of Latin American and Caribbean 
States summit after former far-
right leader Jair Bolsonaro sus-
pended Brazil’s participation in 
the leftist regional body.  — DW

J O I N T  S T A T E M E N T
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South America.Erdogan announces elections on May 14
ANKARA: Turkey’s President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan on Sunday 
announced that elections will be
held on May 14, a month earlier
than scheduled, according to a vid-
eo shared by his offi  ce on Sunday.

Erdogan, who plans to seek
re-election, made the announce-
ment during a Saturday youth
conference in northwestern Bursa 
province. A video of the event was
released on Sunday. “I thank God
that we are destined to share our
path with you, our valued youth,
who will vote for the fi rst time in
the elections that will be held on
May 14,” said Erdogan.

“This is not an early election but
bringing it forward,” Erdogan said
in a video from his meeting with
young people in Bursa, shared by 
the presidency.

Turkey’s presidential and par-
liamentary elections were sched-
uled to be held on June 18 but Pres-
ident Erdogan previously signalled
that the vote could be brought for-
ward, reported Khaleej Times.

An offi  cial of his AK Party has
previously said that an election
in June would coincide with the
summer holiday season when

people travel.
This year’s elections were 

supposed to take place in June. 
Still, ruling party members said 
that month would coincide with 
summer and religious holidays, 
prompting an earlier date, report-
ed The Washington Post.

If no candidate secures more 
than 50 per cent of the vote, a sec-
ond round of voting would be held 
on May 28, reported The Washing-
ton Post.

Erdogan has been in offi  ce since 

2003 -- fi rst as prime minister and 
as president since 2014.

This will be the most chal-
lenging election for the Turkish 
strongman who has been in power 
for two decades shaping the pre-
dominantly Muslim but offi  cially 
secular country’s politics.

Opinion polls show the parlia-
mentary and presidential elec-
tions will be tight and will mark 
Erdogan’s biggest test in his two 
decades at the reins of the regional 
military power, NATO member 

and major emerging market econ-
omy, reported Khaleej Times.

The May 14 election date was 
also supported by the opposi-
tion alliance still arguing over 
the choice of a united candidate 
against the 68-year-old leader.

A six-party opposition alliance 
has yet to put forth a presidential 
candidate. A pro-Kurdish party 
that is the third-largest in parlia-
ment has so far been excluded 
from the alliance and said it might 
fi eld its own candidate, reported 
The Washington Post.

Erdogan, 68, introduced a sys-
tem of governance in 2018 that 
abolished the offi  ce of the prime
minister and concentrated most
powers in the hands of the presi-
dent. The offi  ce of the president 
was primarily a ceremonial post 
before then. Under the new sys-
tem, presidential and parliamen-
tary elections are held on the
same day.

The opposition has blamed 
Turkey’s economic downturn and 
an erosion of civil rights and free-
doms on Erdogan, saying the re-
vised government system amounts 
to “one-man rule.” — ANI

T U R K E Y
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‘Netaji will be remembered for his 
fierce resistance to colonial rule’

NEW DELHI: Recalling Netaji’s 
“unparalleled contribution to 
India’s history”, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday paid 
homage to Subhas Chandra Bose 
on his 126th birth anniversary on 
Monday.

“Today, on Parakram Diwas, 
I pay homage to Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose & recall his unpar-
alleled contribution to India’s his-
tory. He will be remembered for

his fi erce resistance to colonial
rule. We are working to realise his
vision for India,” PM Modi wrote
in his tweet. The Government had
declared January 23 as Parakram
Diwas in 2021 to commemorate
the birth anniversary of Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose.

Modi is also scheduled to virtu-
ally participate in an event to name
the 21 largest unnamed islands of 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands af-

ter 21 Param Vir Chakra awardees 
on the Parakram Diwas. Accord-
ing to an offi  cial release from the 
Prime Minister’s Offi  ce (PMO), 
PM Modi will also unveil the mod-
el of the National Memorial dedi-
cated to Netaji to be built on Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose Dweep.

Keeping in mind the historical 
signifi cance of the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands and to honor the 
memory of Netaji, Ross Islands 
was renamed as Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose Dweep by the prime 
minister during his visit to the Is-
land in 2018. Neil Island and Have-
lock Island were also renamed 
as Shaheed Dweep and Swaraj 
Dweep. “Giving due respect to the 
real-life heroes of the country has 
always been accorded the high-
est priority by the Prime Minis-
ter. Going ahead with this spirit, 
it has now been decided to name 
the 21 largest unnamed islands of 

the island group after 21 Param Vir 
Chakra awardees,” the statement 
from the PMO read.

The largest unnamed island will 
be named after the fi rst Param Vir 
Chakra awardee, the second larg-
est unnamed island will be named 
after the second Param Vir Chakra 
awardee, and so on.

This step will be an everlasting 
tribute to our heroes, several of 
whom made the ultimate sacrifi ce 
to protect the sovereignty and in-
tegrity of the nation.

Born on January 23, 1897, Netaji 
played a crucial role in India’s free-
dom movement. Subhash Chandra 
Bose established the Azad Hind 
Fauj. While there is a controversy 
over Bose’s death in a plane crash 
in Taipei on August 18, 1945, the 
Central government had in an RTI 
(Right to Information) in 2017 
confi rmed that he had died in the 
incident.   — ANI

The Indian government had declared 

January 23 as Parakram Diwas in 2021 to

commemorate the birth anniversary of Netaji

Subhas Chandra Bose.

Canada’s top cybersecurity chief 

warns about data-harvesting apps

OTTAWA: Canada’s top cyber-
security chief has warned Cana-
dians to exercise caution when 
using apps that could leave their 
data in the “wrong hands.”

The warning comes amid Chi-
nese-owned social media app 
TikTok facing data-harvesting 
claims from across the world.

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
had stated last month that Ca-
nadian electronic spy agency is 
keeping an eye out for security 
threats from Tik Tok. In neigh-
bouring US, Republican Sena-
tors has moved to ban TikTok 
earlier this month. Tik To, which 
has reportedly over a billion users 
worldwide is widely popular in 
both US and Canada.

“You have to ask yourself the 
question, do they need to access 
that information? Why does an 
application need to access all of 
my contact list? Why does it need 
to access my calendar, my email, 
my phone records, my [texts]?” 
Sami Khoury, head of the Com-
munications Security Establish-

ment (CSE) Canadian Centre for 
Cyber Security told CBC News.

Khoury said that Canadians 
should be aware of what they’re 
agreeing to when they download 
an application. They should ask 
whether it enables access to their 
personal data, he added.

“You layer on top of that the risk 
of connecting my 200 [contacts] 
with your 200 and then you have 
an aggregate ... of information. In 
some cases, it lands in places that 
don’t live by the same principles 
of rule of law [and] respect for hu-
man rights,” he was quoted as say-

ing by CBC News.
Trudeau had last month said 

the Communications Security 
Establishment, Canada’s foreign 
signals intelligence agency, was 
watching out for security threats 
from TikTok.

“I think people are concerned 
about TikTok. I think people are 
obviously watching very care-
fully,” he said. “The ... CSE is one 
of the best cybersecurity agencies 
in the world and they’re watching 
very carefully.”

TikTok, whose parent compa-
ny ByteDance is based in China, 
has been accused of aggressive 
data harvesting from around the 
world. In neighbouring United 
States, federal employees were 
banned from using the app on 
government-issued devices over 
national security concerns.

Prior to that, the Chinese app 
was banned from electronic de-
vices managed by the US House 
of Representatives, according to 
an internal notice sent to House 
staff . — ANI

E L E C T R O N I C  S P Y  A G E N C Y

Fighter jets escort 
Ryanair fl ight from 
Poland to Greece
ATHENS: A Ryanair plane trav-
elling from Poland to Athens
landed safely on Sunday in the
Greek capital Athens, after the
pilot reported a bomb threat dur-
ing the fl ight, reported euronews.

Fighter jets scrambled to es-
cort a Ryanair fl ight from Poland
to Greece after a bomb threat was
reported. Two Greek F-16s es-
corted a Ryanair plane from Ka-
towice in Poland as a precaution
after a bomb threat was reported
on the fl ight, according to the
Greek Defence Ministry.

Hungarian warplanes had ear-
lier escorted the plane, the source
added. The aircraft, with more
than 190 people on board, landed
safely at 5:40 pm local time in
Athens International Airport, re-
ported euronews.

Firefi ghters and police sur-
rounded the aircraft soon after
it landed at a remote part of the
airport, and it was inspected by 
the bomb squad, the Greek news

agency ANA said.
Passengers were taken off  the

plane and were searched, along 
with their luggage and the air-
craft itself, reported euronews.

“All people are well and safe,”
Elena Dimopoulou, the airport
spokesperson, said.

The pilot of the Boeing 737 air-
craft had earlier alerted authori-
ties over a possible explosive
device on board, reported DW
News.

“Crew onboard fl ight FR6385
travelling from Katowice to Ath-
ens were notifi ed of a potential
security threat onboard and in
line with safety procedures, con-
tinued to Athens where it landed
safely before being met by the
Greek authorities,” Ryanair said
in a statement. The origin of the
bomb threat has not yet been
specifi ed. The warning is said to
have been made soon after the
plane departed from Poland, re-
ported euronews. — DW
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Ronaldo debuts in 
Al Nassr’s victory
over Al-Ettifaq
RIYADH : Cristiano Ronaldo 
made his much-awaited Al
Nassr debut, but failed to score
as his new team defeated Al-Et-
tifaq 1-0 in the Saudi Pro League
on Sunday.

In his debut game in Riyadh,
Ronaldo played the entire 90
minutes and kept the crowd en-
gaged. Brazilian forward Ander-
son Talisca gave Al-Nassr the
lead shortly after the halfway 
point.

Abdulmajeed Al Sulaiheem
sent in a cross that Ronaldo
rushed into the box to try to meet,
but it sailed over his head and was
met by Talisca, who was able to

score. A few minutes later, Ron-
aldo lined up a free kick outside
the area and had a great chance,
but his shot went high and wide.

The second half saw the 
37-year-old race the ball down to
the byline and fi re in a threaten-
ing cross, but the resulting shot
missed the mark.

Earlier on Thursday, Ron-
aldo scored twice for a Riyadh
All Stars team in a 4-5 defeat to
Lionel Messi’s Paris Saint-Ger-
main in an exhibition match.

With 14 games under their belt, 
Al Nassr has surpassed the reign-
ing champion Al Hilal by one
point. -ANI

S A U D I  P R O  L E A G U E

Qurum Thunders, 

Ruwi Rangers win
Times News Service

MUSCAT: Qurum Thunders beat 
Ghubrah Giants, Ruwi Rangers 
beat Azaiba XI and Amerat Roy-
als beat Bousher Busters in the 
Oman D20 underway at the Oman 
Cricket Academy Grounds. 

Batting fi rst, Ghubrah Giants 
put up a total of 155 runs losing 
3 wickets courtesy of their open-
ers Prabhakaran Kannan (43 of 
23;5x4,3x6) and Saishiv Narayan 
(32 of 28;4x4,1x6) and Kalaiar-
asan (29 of 14;4x6) . Sandeep 
Goud and Samay Shrivastav were 
the pick of the bowlers for Qurum 
Thunders picking a wicket each 
economically.

In response, Kashyap Praja-
pati’s (73 of 57; 5x4,3x6) whirl-
wind innings along with Sandeep 
Goud’s (46 of 23; 3x4,3x6) took 
Qurum Thunders over the line to 
book a berth for the 2nd place in 
the Oman D20. 

Ruwi Rangers beat Azaiba 
XI by 5 wickets
Batting fi rst, Azaiba XI could 
not get off  to a start they wanted 
and succumbed to the bowling 
of Ruwi Rangers with Wasim Ali 
(3/12) being the chief architect 
and restricting Azaiba XI to a 
mere 116 in 20 overs.

Ruwi Rangers in response 
chased the total with Mujibur Ali 
(61 of 56;3x4,4x6) taking them to 
the coast. 

Amerat Royals beat 
Bousher Busters by
6 wickets
Batting fi rst, Bousher Busters 
started well looking to post a big 
total. Busters’ Hammad Mirza 
(58 of 39;3x4,3x6) and Shubo Pal 
(40 of 39) helped them to get to 

154 in 20 overs. 
Faisal Shah(2/23) and Vinay 

Khandelwal(2/29) were the pick
of the bowlers for the royals. 

In response, Amerat Royals 
chased down the target in the last 
over courtesy of Vinayak Shukla 
(63 of 44;5x4,4x6) and Karan So-
navale’s (40 of 31) innings. Amer-
at Royals book their 3rd position 
in the points table.

D 2 0

Kashyap Prajapati - Qurum

Thunders

Mujibur Ali - Ruwi Rangers

Haroon Rashid appointed Pakistan 
men’s cricket team chief selector
ISLAMABAD:  The Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) on Monday 
announced that former interna-
tional player Haroon Rashid has
been appointed as the chairman
of the men’s national selection
committee.

Haroon Rashid played 23 Tests
and 12 ODIs between 1977 to 1983

for the national side. The rest of 
the panel is to be announced in due 
course. He takes over from former 
all-rounder Shahid Afridi, who 
served as the interim chief selector 
recently after Mohammad Wasim 
was removed from the position 
prior to that.

Haroon has previously been 

PCB’s director of cricket opera-
tions and the team manager and 
also served as the chief selector in 
2015 and 2016 for the men’s team.

“I want to congratulate Haroon 
Rashid and hope he will use his 
cricket knowledge, understand-
ing and background while picking 
squads for the upcoming interna-

tional assignments,” PCB Chair-
man Najam Sethi said as quoted 
by ICC.

Haroon said that he was “hon-
oured to have been entrusted with 
the responsibility” in a year that 
would see the ICC Men’s Cricket 
World Cup in India among other 
major series. -ANI
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OMAN CRUDE PRICE RISES
The price of Oman oil has increased, 
with prices for delivery by March 2023
reaching $84.37, said Dubai Mercantile 
Exchange (DME). The DME statement 
said that the price of Oman oil rose by 
$12 cents from the price of Friday, which 
was at $84.25. - ONA

MSX INDEX ENDS HIGHER
The MSX index closed at 4,778.95 points,
up by 0.18 per cent from the previous
close. The Sharia Index ended down by 
0.36 per cent at 485.60 points. Phoenix 
Power, up 6.38 per cent, was the top
gainer while Gulf Mushroom Products,
down 9.50 per cent, was the top loser.

OQ’s Bisat oil field at concession area 
No. 60 to be inaugurated on Thursday

MUSCAT: His Highness Sayyid 
Taimur bin Asa’ad Al Said, Chair-
man of the Board of Governors of 
the Central Bank of Oman (CBO) 
will patronise OQ’s Bisat oil fi eld 
inauguration on January 26.

Bisat oil fi eld is one of the most 
important projects of OQ’s up-
stream sector. The fi eld, which is 
located in concession area No. 60 
at Abu Tubul, utilises cutting-edge 
technologies and digital solutions 
to enhance the long-term sustain-
ability of the resources and opera-
tions and maximise the revenues 
and the return on investment.

The in-country value for the
Bisat oil fi eld project reached
OMR157 million. In addition, the
total amount spent on local SMEs
and contractors stood at OMR34
million of the overall cost of the
project. Products manufactured
in Oman accounted for OMR60
million of the total procurement
of the project. The project has also
created direct and indirect oppor-
tunities for Omani youth, result-
ing in a high overall Omanisation
rate of 85 per cent of the group’s
employees working in concession
area No. 60. -ONA
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Renaissance Services invests to generate 

sustainably sourced drinking water at Sezad 

Times News Service

MUSCAT: As part of its commit-
ment to best-in-class technologies 
and reducing its environmental 
impact, Renaissance Services 
will partner with SOURCE Glob-
al, PBC to generate sustainably 
sourced drinking water for Re-
naissance Village Duqm (RSVD) 
in Oman’s Special Economic Zone 
at Duqm (Sezad), with plans to ex-
pand to additional sites.

Renaissance is Oman’s leading 
accommodation, services solu-
tions, and integrated facility man-
agement company, with a growing 
presence in UAE and Qatar.

Adjacent to RSVD, the company 
will install SOURCE Hydropanels, 
a patented technology that uses 
only the sun to harvest water from 
an entirely new and endlessly re-
plenished resource - pure water 
vapour in the air - creating the fi rst 
‘water farm’ in Oman.

The project will create a sus-
tainable source of clean, safe, and 
high-quality drinking water made 
locally in Oman and served in reus-
able glass bottles for the workforce 

staying in the world-class, 18,800+ 
bed RSVD, which is Oman’s larg-
est International Labour Organi-
sation-compliant accommodation 
facility. 

“Water is life. We are delighted 
to partner with Source Global to 
implement this important green 
initiative here in Oman, and in 
particular, at Duqm. This is a fu-
ture-focused, smart, sustainable 
solution that is aligned with the 
vision of Sezad and Opaz (Public 

Authority for Special Economic
zones and Free zones) as a smart,
green city,” said Stephen R Thom-
as, CEO, Renaissance. “Adopting 
SOURCE Hydropanels allows us
to further push our sustainability 
agenda. We are contributing to re-
ducing single-use plastic, preserv-
ing groundwater, and reducing 
CO2 emissions by using a sustain-
able and renewable approach to
drinking water.” 

“Our Hydropanel technology is

100% off -grid and off ers industry 
leaders like Renaissance Services
the opportunity to hydrate their
workforce in a renewable, pre-
mium and sustainable way. We
can produce high-quality drink-
ing water even in dry and remote
places and virtually anywhere on
earth,” said Robert Bartrop, CRO,
SOURCE Global, PBC. “We’re
proud to work with Renaissance
Services in support of their com-
mitment to a greener future.”

S E Z A D

CBO holds workshop 

on security features 

of Omani Banknotes

MUSCAT: The Central Bank 
of Oman (CBO) conducted a 
workshop titled ‘The Security 
Features of the 6th Series of Om-
ani Banknotes’. During the work-
shop, presentations were given 
on the history of Omani bank-
notes and the design and security 
features of the 6th series.

The workshop also included 
a demonstration of sorting ma-
chines and their mode of opera-
tion, as well as means of counter-
feit detection. 

The workshop was tailored for 
employees of the banking sector
and several public and private
institutions. -ONA

C E N T R A L  B A N K  O F  O M A N

PDO set to co-host Oman Sustainability Week

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Committed to spear-
heading a stable and inclusive 
energy transition, Petroleum 
Development Oman(PDO) has 
demonstrated its environmental 
stewardship by pioneering innu-
merable sustainability initiatives.

The latest in its line of endeav-
ours is its participation as the co-
host of the upcoming Oman Sus-
tainability Week (OSW) to be held 
from March 12 to 16 at the Oman 
Convention and Exhibition Centre 
(OCEC). The national-level event 
is hosted under the patronage of 
the Ministry of Energy and Miner-
als, and PDO will be co-hosting the 
event for the second year in a row. 

Commenting on PDO’s partici-
pation at the event, External Af-
fairs and Value Creation Director 
at PDO Eng. Abdul-Amir Al Ajmi 
said, “With sustainability being 
the bedrock of transformation 
globally, PDO has kept pace with 
Oman Vision 2040 and the United 
Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals, remaining steadfast in its 
commitment to deliver meaning-
ful Social Investment (SI) pro-
grammes aimed at creating sus-
tainable benefi ts for the Omani 
society. At PDO, we acknowledge 
the critical role we play in meeting 
the energy needs of the nation that 
is fundamental to leading qual-
ity lives, but at the same time, we 
also stay mindful of our responsi-
bilities towards the environment. 

While our focus on adhering to 
international best practices has 
remained undeterred, we have 
also set new benchmarks of ex-
cellence regarding implementing 
sustainable means of operations. 
By continuously incorporating in-
novative technologies in process-
es, forming meaningful partner-
ships, and actively supporting key 
sustainability programmes, PDO 
seeks to contribute to the Sultan-
ate’s vision of transitioning to a 
green, circular economy.”

He added saying, “OSW poses as 
an excellent networking platform 
to drive collaboration, cooperation 
and knowledge exchange between 
industry leaders, sustainability ex-
perts, and stakeholders from various 
organisations. PDO seeks to support 
such impactful interactions which 
it believes is critical to further en-

hancing Oman’s potential to become
a leading green energy hub.”

Apart from being a meeting 
ground for key players in the sec-
tor, OSW will also showcase the
latest technologies and innova-
tions in the segment. Providing 
both business enhancement op-
portunities as well as the chance
to increase awareness in the realm
of sustainability, OSW includes
leadership conferences, an exten-
sive exhibition, awards, technical
workshops, and site visits. 

Through its participation at the
event, PDO also endeavours to
instil the ‘Think Green’ mindset
amongst individuals and organisa-
tions while promoting awareness
about the importance of adopt-
ing sustainable practices and the
resultant positive impact on the
environment. As a socially respon-

sible institution that upholds the
highest level of ethicality, PDO
will continue to lead by example
and encourage everyone to team
up and commit to inculcating sus-
tainability, both in their profes-
sional and personal lives. 

With an excellent track record,
PDO has been at the forefront of 
developing innovative renewable
solutions to create new growth op-
portunities not only for itself but
for the benefi t of the nation as well.
This strategic direction places in-
creased emphasis on leveraging 
new technologies, boosting collab-
oration with relevant institutions,
and improving overall energy ef-
fi ciency and water management
processes while also reaffi  rming 
its pledge to lower emissions and
reduce carbon footprint by opting 
for renewable energy sources.

A D V O C A T E S  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y

Khedmah to provide 

energy-saving solutions

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Furthering its position
as a leaning company working with
the water and energy sector, Oman
Investment and Finance Company 
(OIFC) Khedmah signed an agree-
ment with Honeywell.

This agreement supports
Khedmah’s continuous eff ort to
off er innovative solutions to its
customers, individuals and cor-
porates, to reduce their carbon
footprint, and contribute towards
a more sustainable future. The
agreement was signed recently at
the Sheraton Oman Hotel, with
the presence of Said bin Ahmed
Safrar, OIFC’s Chief Executive
Offi  cer and Umar Khan, General
Manager for Energy, Sustain-
ability and Smart Cities of Hon-
eywell Building Technologies,

Middle East, Turkey and Africa, 
paired with senior management 
teams from both parties.

Commenting on the agree-
ment, Safrar commented, “This 
fruitful collaboration aligns with 
the royal directives to stay cur-
rent with global advancements 
in clean energy and sustainable 
practices, and supports the com-
pany’s endeavours towards digi-
talisation and the incorporation 
of environmentally conscious 
measures. Khedmah consistently 
endeavours to establish mutually 
advantageous alliances with in-
dustry leaders to off er exceptional 
service across all its locations. Our 
collaboration with Honeywell ex-
emplifi es the company’s com-
mitment and eff orts to promote 
sustainability within the lives and 
future plans of our clients.”

P A C T  W I T H  H O N E Y W E L L



B2

MARKET
T U E S DAY,  JA N UA RY  2 4 ,  2 0 2 3

MSX index 
ends higher

MUSCAT: The MSX index 
closed at 4,778.95 points, up by 
0.18 per cent from the previous 
close. The Sharia Index ended 
down by 0.36 per cent at 485.60 
points. Phoenix Power, up 6.38 
per cent, was the top gainer while 
Gulf Mushroom Products, down 
9.50 per cent, was the top loser. 
Shares of Bank Muscat were the 
most active in terms of the num-
ber of shares traded as well as in 
terms of turnover.

A total number of 294 trades 
were executed during the day’s 
trading session, generating a 
turnover of OMR0.78 million, 
with more than 4.34 million 
shares changing hands. Out of 
36 traded securities, 5 advanced, 
12 declined, and 19 remained 
unchanged. At the session close, 
GCC & Arab investors were net 
buyers for OMR90,000 while 
foreign investors were net sellers 
for OMR83,000 followed by do-
mestic investors for OMR7,000 
worth of shares.

Financial Index closed at 
7,718.75 points, down 0.03 per 
cent. Prices of National Bank 
Oman, Ahli Bank, Ahlia Insur-
ance, Al Anwar Investment, and 

Al Batinah Development Com-
pany were up by 1.75 per cent, 
0.00 per cent, 0.00 per cent, 0.00 
per cent and 0.00 per cent respec-
tively. Prices of United Finance, 
Muscat Finance, Al Madina 
Takaful, Ominvest, and Oman 
Qatar Insurance were down by 
2.22 per cent, 1.56 per cent, 1.09 
per cent, 0.95 per cent and 0.62 
per cent respectively.

Industrial Index closed at 
5,958.38 points, up 0.2 per cent. 
Prices of Jazeera Steel Prod-
ucts and Oman Cement were 
up by 2.22 per cent and 0.66 per 
cent respectively. Prices of Gulf 
Mushroom Products, Gulf In-
ternational Chemicals, National 
Aluminium and Oman Fisheries 
were down by 9.50 per cent, 6.98 
per cent, 1.52 per cent and 1.05 
per cent respectively.

Services Index was up by 
0.59 per cent before closing at 
1,644.96 points. Prices of Phoe-
nix Power and National Gas 
were up by 6.38 per cent and 1.00 
per cent respectively. Prices of 
Oman Oil Marketing and SMN 
Power Holding were down by 
4.08 per cent and 1.96 per cent 
respectively. — United Securities

Phoenix Power, up 6.38 per cent, was the top 

gainer while Gulf Mushroom Products, down 

9.50 per cent, was the top loser

MUSCAT
STOCK
EXCHANGE

SHARE PRICE BULLETIN FOR MONDAY, JANUARY 23

REGULAR MARKET .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
OM0000002176 ............  JAZEERA STEEL PROD ........................................... 43,000 ...............9,890........................3 ........... 0.230...........0.230 ...........0.230........... 0.230.............0.225 ........... 0.005 .............2.222 ................0.230............. 0.000...................0.233................ 0.100 ...... 28,726,531
OM0000001483............  NATIONAL BANK OMAN ........................................56,270 .............16,223......................15........... 0.285 ...........0.290 ...........0.285........... 0.290 .............0.285 ........... 0.005 ............. 1.754.................0.290.............. 0.312...................0.290 ............... 0.100 ... 471,524,443
OM0000001749 ............  OMAN CEMENT ..........................................................27,000 ...............8,258........................3 ........... 0.304...........0.306 ...........0.304 .......... 0.306 .............0.304 ........... 0.002............. 0.658 ................0.306............. 0.304...................0.306 ............... 0.100 ....101,247,049
OM0000001525 ............  OMAN INVST& FIN. ...................................................12,500 ............... 1,625........................3 ............0.130........... 0.130 ...........0.130 ........... 0.130 ............. 0.130............ 0.000.............0.000 ................0.130..............0.128...................0.129................ 0.100 ......30,810,000
OM0000002168............  AL ANWAR  CERAMIC ................................................ 7,500 ...............2,550........................3 ........... 0.340 ...........0.340 ...........0.340 .......... 0.340 .............0.340 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.340............. 0.340...................0.348 ............... 0.100 ..... 74,800,000
OM0000002796 ...........  BANK MUSCAT ..........................................................  1,519,315 .......424,686..................... 50........... 0.279 ...........0.280 ...........0.279 ........... 0.280 .............0.280 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.280..............0.308...................0.280 ............... 0.100 . 2,101,791,177
OM0000003026 ...........  OMAN TELECOM........................................................ 72,316 ............ 68,556......................16........... 0.948 ...........0.948 ...........0.948........... 0.948 .............0.948 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.948..............0.948...................0.948 ............... 0.100 ... 711,000,000
OM0000003224 ...........  RENAISSANCE SER..................................................... 5,984 ...............2,680......................13........... 0.448 ........... 0.448 ...........0.446........... 0.448 .............0.448 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.446..............0.492...................0.446 ............... 0.100 .... 105,911,680
OM0000003398 ...........  SOHAR INT. BANK .................................................... 992,610 ......... 101,246......................19 ............0.102........... 0.102 ...........0.102 ........... 0.102 .............0.102 ........... 0.000.............0.000 ................0.102.............. 0.101...................0.102 ................ 0.100 ... 468,186,354
OM0000003968 ...........  OOREDOO ...................................................................... 22,252 ................9,791......................12 ........... 0.440 ...........0.440 ...........0.440 .......... 0.440.............0.440 ........... 0.000.............0.000 ................0.440..............0.484...................0.440 ............... 0.100 ....286,415,461
OM0000005005 ...........  ALMAHA CERAMICS ..................................................... 200 .....................88........................ 1 ........... 0.440...........0.440 ...........0.440 .......... 0.440.............0.440 ........... 0.000.............0.000 ................0.440..............0.430...................0.440 ............... 0.100 .....24,200,000
OM0000001533............  OMINVEST.................................................................... 25,000 ............. 10,411........................8 ............0.416 ...........0.420 ...........0.416 ............0.416 .............0.420 ...........-0.004 ........... -0.952 ...............0.416.............. 0.416...................0.420 ............... 0.100 ... 278,040,017
Total ..................................12.........................................................................................  2,783,947......656,003................... 146.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

ISIN...................................................SECURITY NAME ...................................................................................................VOLUME ............... TURNOVER .................... TRADES............ OPEN PRICE .............. HIGH.....................LOW ................ CLOSE PR. ............PREV. CLOSE............ DIFF (RO).................. DIFF % ...................... LAST PR ................ LAST BID..................... LAST OFFER.............PAR VALUE MARKET CAP

O M A N  S T O C K S

INDECIES
Index .................................................High .................Low ..................... Value ............... Prev . Value.......... Diff ...............ff Diff  %
MSX 30 INDEX .....................................4,781.88 .............. 4,764.66 ................... 4,778.95 ................... 4,770.47 ....................8.47 ................... 0.18
FINANCIAL INDEX ...........................7,726.28 ...............7,698.98 .....................7,718.75 ....................7,721.29 .................. -2.54 .................. -0.03
Industry Index...................................... 5,958.38 .............. 5,945.92 ................... 5,958.38 ...................5,946.62 .................. 11.76 ...................0.20
Services Index ...................................... 1,644.96 ...............1,635.29 ................... 1,644.96 ................... 1,635.29 .................... 9.67 ................... 0.59
MSX Shariah Index .................................487.36 ..................485.54 ...................... 485.60 ...................... 487.36...................-1.76 .................. -0.36
MSX TR INDEX....................................6,037.93 ............... 6,016.19 ...................6,034.23 ...................6,023.53..................10.70................... 0.18
FINANCIAL TR IDX.......................... 8,084.69 ...............8,056.12 ....................8,076.81 ...................8,079.46.................. -2.65.................. -0.03
SERVICES TR IDX .............................. 1,745.08 ...............1,734.82 ....................1,745.08 ................... 1,734.82..................10.26................... 0.59
INDUSTRIAL TR IDX........................6,203.41 ...............6,190.43 ................... 6,203.41 ....................6,191.17 ................. 12.24 ...................0.20

Trading Summary
Volume ................ Turnover ..........Trades .............. Market Cap............. Up ............Down ............. Equal .........Sec. Traded
4,345,303 .......................777,824 .................... 294 ................23,637,381,126.................. 5 ......................12 .................... 19 .........................36

OM0000005963 ...........  PHOENIX POWER.....................................................  316,491.............15,298......................15 ........... 0.047 ........... 0.050 ...........0.047........... 0.050 .............0.047 ........... 0.003............. 6.383 ................0.050..............0.048...................0.049 ............... 0.100 ...... 73,130,073
OM0000001160 ............  NATIONAL GAS .......................................................... 20,000 .............. 2,020........................4............0.101 ........... 0.101............0.101............0.101 .............0.100 ............0.001 ............. 1.000 ................0.101..............0.100................... 0.110................ 0.100 ........8,585,000
OM0000001426 ............  OMAN REFRESHMENT ................................................ 340 .................. 418........................2 ............1.230........... 1.230 ...........1.230 ........... 1.230 ............. 1.230 ........... 0.000.............0.000 ................1.230..............1.230...................1.230 ................ 0.100 ..... 61,500,000
OM0000001517 ............  HSBC BANK OMAN .....................................................13,187 ...............2,084........................ 1 ............0.158 ........... 0.158 ...........0.158 ............0.158 ............. 0.158............ 0.000.............0.000 ................0.158.............. 0.158...................0.000 ............... 0.100 ....316,049,421
OM0000001608 ............  OMAN  PACKAGING ....................................................... 430 .....................80........................ 1 ............0.185 ........... 0.185 ...........0.185 ............0.185 ............. 0.185............ 0.000.............0.000 ................0.185.............. 0.167...................0.185 ................ 0.100 ........6,000,634
OM0000002366 ...........  AL BATINAH DEV. .......................................................99,858 ...............4,194........................8 ........... 0.042 ...........0.042 ...........0.042 .......... 0.042.............0.042 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.042..............0.042...................0.046 ............... 0.100 ........1,260,000
OM0000003661............  VOLTAMP ENERGY....................................................30,232 ...............2,812........................3 ........... 0.093........... 0.093 ...........0.093........... 0.093 .............0.093 ........... 0.000.............0.000 ................0.093.............. 0.091...................0.097................ 0.100 .........7,570,456
OM0000004735 ...........  SEMBCORP SALALAH ............................................  162,700 ............12,325......................18............0.075........... 0.076 ...........0.075 ........... 0.075 .............0.075 ........... 0.000.............0.000 ................0.075 ..............0.075...................0.080 ............... 0.100 ......71,592,896
OM0000004925 ...........  ALBATINAH POWER...................................................R 5,640 ...................169........................2 ........... 0.030...........0.030 ...........0.030........... 0.030.............0.030 ........... 0.000.............0.000 ................0.030..............0.029...................0.030 ............... 0.100 ..... 20,246,623
OM0000004933 ...........  AL SUWADI POWER .................................................R 44,000 ............... 1,295........................6 ........... 0.030 ...........0.030 ...........0.029........... 0.030.............0.030 ........... 0.000.............0.000 ................0.030..............0.027...................0.030 ............... 0.100 ......21,432,190
OM0000008710 ............  BARKA DESALINATION ..........................................12,500 ............... 1,725........................2 ............0.138 ........... 0.138 ...........0.138............0.138 ............. 0.138............ 0.000.............0.000 ................0.138 .............. 0.136...................0.138 ................ 0.100 ......10,422,036
OM0000006979 ...........  OMAN QATAR INSUR......................................................100 ..................... 16........................ 1 ............0.160........... 0.160 ...........0.160 ........... 0.160 ............. 0.161............-0.001 ........... -0.621................0.160 ..............0.160...................0.169 ................ 0.100 ..... 16,000,000
OM0000001566............  OMAN FISHERIES .......................................................15,101 ...............1,420........................4 ........... 0.094 ........... 0.095 ...........0.094........... 0.094 .............0.095 ...........-0.001 ............-1.053................0.095..............0.095...................0.095................ 0.100 ....... 17,115,370
OM0000004768 ...........  MADINA TAKAFUL.................................................. 108,920 .............. 9,931......................13 ........... 0.092 ........... 0.092 ...........0.091 ............0.091 .............0.092 ...........-0.001 ........... -1.087................0.091.............. 0.091...................0.092 ............... 0.100 ......15,925,000
OM0000001319 ............  ALUMINIUM PROD....................................................37,000 ...............2,405........................6 ........... 0.065 ........... 0.065 ...........0.065........... 0.065.............0.066 ...........-0.001 ............-1.515................0.065 ..............0.065...................0.065................ 0.100 ........ 2,182,144
OM0000001590............  MUSCAT FINANCE ................................................... 36,200 ...............2,261........................3 ........... 0.062 ........... 0.063 ...........0.062........... 0.063 .............0.064 ...........-0.001 ............-1.563................0.063 ..............0.062...................0.063................ 0.100 ...... 19,350,218
OM0000002374............  UNITED FINANCE ......................................................11,335 ...................713........................2........... 0.062 ........... 0.063 ...........0.062........... 0.063.............0.064 ...........-0.001 ............-1.563................0.063..............0.062...................0.063................ 0.100 ......21,996,098
OM0000004248 ...........  SMN POWER HOLDING .........................................  593,000 ........... 29,858..................... 32........... 0.050 ........... 0.051 ...........0.050........... 0.050............. 0.051............-0.001 ............-1.961 ................0.050..............0.050...................0.051 ................ 0.100 .........9,981,780
OM0000002572 ...........  OMAN OIL MARKETING ............................................1,553 ...............1,460........................3 ........... 0.940 ...........0.940 ...........0.940 .......... 0.940 .............0.980 ...........-0.040........... -4.082 ...............0.940 ............ 0.940...................0.940 ............... 0.100 ......57,598,500
OM0000002028 ...........  GULF INT.CHEMI. ........................................................ 1,020 .....................82........................ 1 ........... 0.080...........0.080 ...........0.080........... 0.080 .............0.086 ...........-0.006 ........... -6.977 ...............0.080..............0.080...................0.000 ............... 0.100 ........ 1,680,000
OM0000002267 ...........  GULF MUSHROOM P .................................................16,119 ...............3,468........................8 ............0.221 ........... 0.221 ...........0.199 ........... 0.200 ............. 0.221 ...........-0.021 ........... -9.502 ...............0.200 .............0.201...................0.221 ................ 0.100 ........ 8,321,054
Total ..................................21 ......................................................................................... 1,525,726 .........94,031................... 135 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Parallel Market .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Saudi Central Bank 

grants licences to 

2 fi rms dedicated 

to debt-based

crowdfunding

RIYADH: The Saudi Central Bank
(SAMA) has announced the li-
censing of two fi nance companies 
specialising in debt-based crowd-
funding; Forusand and Tameed. 

The licenses were granted to the 
companies after successful testing 
of their solutions in SAMA’s Regu-
latory Sandbox; an experimental 
environment dedicated to innova-
tive fi nancial products and servic-
es in Saudi Arabia.

This initiative comes as part of 
the vital role Saudi Central Bank  
plays in strengthening the fi nance 
sector, encouraging and enticing 
innovators and investors who can 
bring added value to the sector 
while maintaining full adherence 
to the supervisory guidelines de-
fi ned by SAMA.

The licensing of these two Fin-
Tech companies is a step that con-
tributes towards achieving the aim 
of the FinTech Strategy to position 
the Kingdom among the leading 
countries in FinTech.

The Central Bank reiterates its 
commitment to supporting the 
fi nance sector, increasing the ef-
fi cacy and fl exibility of fi nancial 
transactions, and enabling in-
novation in fi nancial services to 
promote fi nancial inclusion in the 
Kingdom and provide easy and se-
cure access to fi nancial services to 
all segments of society. -SPA

F I N A N C E  S E C T O R

Euro scales nine-month high against dollar

SYDNEY: The euro scaled a nine-
month high on the dollar on Mon-
day as more hawkish comments 
on European interest rates con-
trasted with market pricing for a 
less aggressive Federal Reserve.

The euro reached as far as 
$1.0903, breaking the recent peak 
of $1.08875 and opening the way 
to a spike top from last April at 
$1.0936.

It was aided by European Cen-
tral Bank (ECB) governing coun-
cil member Klaas Knot, who said 
interest rates would rise by 50 
basis points in both February and 
March and continue climbing in 
the months after.

A knot is considered a hawk 
among policymakers and the 
comment was taken as pushback 
against recent reports that the 
ECB would scale back to quarter-
point moves from March.

A Reuters survey of analysts 
also favoured a hike of 50 basis 
points in March and an eventual 
top of 3.25 per cent.

In contrast, futures have priced 
out almost any chance the Fed 

could move by 50 basis points next 
month and have steadily lowered 
the likely peak for rates to 4.75 per 
cent to 5.0 per cent, from the cur-
rent 4.25 per cent to 4.50 per cent.

Investors also have around 50 
basis points of US rate cuts priced 
in for the second half of the year, 
refl ecting softer data on infl ation, 
consumer spending and housing.

Flash surveys on January manu-
facturing due this week are forecast 
to show more improvement in Eu-
rope, in part thanks to falling ener-
gy costs, than in the United States.

“The US has lost its global 
growth leadership position if most 
recent PMI surveys are to be be-
lieved,” said Ray Attrill, head of 
FX strategy at NAB. “Meanwhile, 
gas prices have fallen by 60% since 
early December, sharply reducing 
the negative terms of trade shock 
weighing on the Eurozone/EUR.”

“Additionally, US infl ation is seen 
falling further and faster than the 
Fed’s own projections,” he added. 
“Under this scenario, the USD has 
scope to fall much further this year.”

Attrill now sees the euro reach-

ing $1.1000 by March and $1.1700
by year-end.

Much the same argument goes
for sterling, with markets wager-
ing the Bank of England will hike
by half a point to 4.0 per cent at its
policy meeting next week.

The pound was up at $1.2420
and within striking distance of last
week’s top of $1.2435.

The dollar was thus a shade
weaker against a basket of curren-
cies at 101.740 and just a whisk-
er from its recent eight-month
trough of 101.510.

The dollar has at least managed
to steady on the yen after the Bank
of Japan (BOJ) defi ed market
pressure to reverse its ultra-easy 
bond control policy.

Analysts assume the BOJ will
stand the line until at least the next
policy meeting in March, though
one hurdle will be the expected
naming of a new BOJ governor in
February.

Any hint the replacement is
less dovish than current governor
Haruhiko Kuroda could see the
yen climb anew. -BNA

E U R O P E A N  C E N T R A L  B A N K

Chinese enterprises embrace new 

opportunities after overseas trade
HEFEI: After a 10-day business 
trip to the Republic of Korea 
(ROK) and Japan, Tang Wen-
sheng, general manager of the 
Wuhu branch of the Muchen 
International Electronic Com-
merce Co., Ltd., is busy organis-
ing factories to produce products 
to fulfi l new orders.

“We sell smart home appli-
ances, including fl oor-sweeping 
robots and vacuum cleaners, to 
many countries. During this trip, 
we visited new and old clients 
and obtained orders worth 60 
million US dollars,” said Tang.

Tang is among the business 
delegation in east China’s Anhui 
Province that took a chartered 
plane to the ROK and Japan to 
expand business opportunities 
and seek new cooperation in late 
December 2022.

The trip turned out to be fruit-
ful. The total value of the orders 
reached 2.24 billion yuan (about 
$330.86 million), and 22 foreign 
investment projects were con-
cluded in new energy vehicles, 
overseas warehouses, and cul-
tural exchanges.

“With face-to-face meetings 
and deep negotiation, we got 
business orders more quickly 
and can also master the new 
trend of the overseas market bet-
ter,” said Tang.

Since China announced a new 
set of measures to optimise its 
COVID-19 response, commerce de-
partments in Anhui have sent over 
210 people from more than 110 en-

terprises to attend trade activities in 
over 20 countries and regions.

By going global, these en-
terprises have embraced new 
clients, new orders, and new 
chances with clearer plans and 
objectives for the New Year.

In the production workshop 
of Maanshan Jinzi Textile Orna-
ment Co., Ltd., employees work 
around the clock to produce ta-
blecloths, which will be sent to 
Japan by sea.

“During the business trip to Ja-
pan, we reached a tentative deal 
worth over $4 million with a Japa-
nese enterprise, almost twice our 
trade volume in 2022,” said Tao 
Jiamu, a company staff  member.

The orders from Japan ac-
counted for about 70 per cent of 
the company’s export volume. 
Infl uenced by the pandemic, the 
company could only communi-
cate through emails and phone 
with their Japanese clients over 

the previous years.
“It was the fi rst time we went 

to Japan to meet our clients af-
ter the pandemic. It deepened 
cooperation between the two 
sides and allowed us to have a 
clear production target in 2023,” 
said Tao, adding that they plan 
to purchase new equipment and 
employ more workers in advance 
to meet the orders.

According to Tao, Japanese 
clients will visit their company 
this year to enhance cooperation.

“We also plan to attend more 
international exhibitions in the 
new year to tap the European and 
American markets,” said Tao.

Anhui will organise multiple 
trade activities, including online 
and offl  ine exhibitions, and hold 
over 100 overseas special invest-
ment activities to promote key 
foreign-funded projects in 2023, 
said the provincial department 
of commerce. -Xinhua

B U S I N E S S  T R I P
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any fl flowowerers, 
whettheh r mal-l-
low, ffoxglg ovove,e, 

or forget-me-not, featturu e 
vibrant patterns thaat are e
known in biology as nen ctarar 
cues. They are thought to o
direct pollinating insects 
to the nectary as quickly 
as possible. This guiding 
activity could boost the in-
sects’ capacity to fi nd food, 
which would also help the 
plant’s pollen distribution.

A team from the Bio-
center of Julius-Max-
i m i l i a n s - U n i v e r s i t a t 
Wurzburg (JMU) in Ba-
varia, Germany, has now 
deciphered the individ-
ual steps through which 
fl ower patterns increase 
the effi  ciency of terrestrial 
bumblebees (Bombus ter-
restris) for the fi rst time. 
They demonstrate that 
nectar guides reduuce the 
time needed foor the bee’s 
entire interactiono with a 
fl ower by up to 30 perceent 
- from approach to fi nding 
the nectar to departure.

  
WHAT THE FLOWER 
PATTERNS DO

Surpprisingn ly, fl owo er pat-
terns s do nnot shorten the 
acctutual necectat r seearch: Af-
tet r laandn ing g onn a patternr ede  

fl flowo err, tthee bubumbm lelebeb es 
diid nott fi ndnd thee nnecectaar r any 
faststere  thah n on a flfloowewer 
wiw tht out a pattern. HHowo -
eve er, ththee fl ower ppattteernr s 
shhorrtet need d tht e apprp oach 
fl flightht time e and ensured a 
straatetegicallly y favourable 
landing posis tit on. ThT us, 
they act like markings 
on a runway and help the 
bumblebees to coordinate 
their approach, reports the 
team led by Anna Stockl 
and Johannes Spaethe in 
the journal Functional 
Ecology.

Flower patterns also 
shorten the time until 
take-off : the insects stayed 
signifi cantly shorter on 
patterned fl owers after 
collecting nectar. “Bum-
blebees very often run 
to the edge of the petals 
for take-off ,” explains Jo-
hannese SSppaethe. They may 
fi nd this take-off ff site more 
quici kly if they can orient 
themselves to a pattern.

This study was con-
ducted using video track-
ing. The bumblebees visits 
to artifi cial fl owers were 
analysed in the laboratory. 
The artifi cial fl owers pree-
sented diff erent pattern 
types s or none at all; all of 
tht em had nectar on theh m. 

-ANI
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FLOWER
PATTERNS 

BOOST 
BUMBLEBEE 
EFFICIENCY

Bumblebees very of-
ten run to the edge of 

the petals for take-off.
— Johannes Spaethe
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DAY TWO of the 8th edition of 
the annual Oman Dessert Mara-
thon (ODM) kicked off  on January 
22 in Wilayat Bidiyah from Tawi
Rashid.

The route was a distance of 55
km, and the top three perform-
ers for the day were Moroccan
brothers Mohammed and Ra-
chid El Morabity, with fi nish-

ing times of 5:11:57 and 5:12:26 
respectively, and Oman’s Saleh 
Al Saidi who fi nished 5:43:42.
On the women’s side, Morocco’s 
Aziza Al Amrany came in fi rst 
with a fi nishing time of 7:07:35, 
followed by Switzerland’s Corina 
Summer at 7:18:10 and Moroccan 
Aziza Raji at 7:22:38.

The overall standing after day 

two on the men’s side is Moham-
med El Morabity, followed by Ra-
chid El Morabity, and Saleh Alsai-
di, and on the women’s side Aziza 
Al Amrany, followed by Corina 
Sommer and Aziza Raji.

Today’s 42 km night run (Janu-
ary 23rd) has already started, with 
some runners beginning at 12 pm,  
and others at 4 pm.

The race started with 42 run-
ners on day one, and it continued 
on day two with 39 runners, after 
three had quit (due to injuries and 
back problems), and its going into 
day three with 37 runners, after a 
further two backed out.

Still in the race is 70-year-old 
surgeon who spent 17 hours mak-
ing it through yesterday’s route.

70-YEAR-OLD SURGEON STEALS THE MARATHON SHOW
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Compact SUV Kia Sonet available 
with ‘Season of Winning’ benefits

MUSCAT: Kia enthusiasts can 
now look forward to owning the 
Kia Sonet compact SUV and get a 
chance to be a winner with ‘Season 
of Winning’ benefi ts.

On off er is a chance to win a brand 
new Kia Niro Hybrid Electric Vehi-
cle and comprehensive service up 
to 50,000km, 1 year insurance and 
cash gift. (Conditions apply.  Please 
visit Kia showroom for details.)

The Sonet is gaining popularity 
as a perfect companion to navigate 
busy city roads as well as unwind 
on drives by the countryside. Kia 
Sonet is equipped with a powerful 
1.5L engine that is paired to a CVT 
transmission. Off ering comfort-
able space to passengers with its 
5-seater capacity, this SUV goes 
the distance giving an impressive 
average of 17.5 kmpl. 

The Sonet is equipped with a 

well laid-out, intuitive infotain-
ment and cluster interface, the 
Sonet was built taking into con-
sideration the end user’s experi-
ence. The Sonet is available with 
Android Auto and Apple CarPlay 
feature, Audio Remote Control, 
Bluetooth, USB charger. Harbour-
ing functional qualities in every 
inch of its ergonomic space. 

The Sonet makes a fi ne impres-

sion with its range of eye-catching 
features including body colour 
outside mirror, 2-tone bumper, 
power outside mirror, body colour 
door handles, side repeater lamps 
in outside mirror, 16” alloy wheels, 
chrome radiator grille, rear fog 
lamps, LED front fog lamps, roof 
rack, LED headlamps, LED day-
time running lamps and more.

Boasting multiple segment-fi rst 

features that off er the ultimate 
driving experience for customers, 
the Sonet provides comfort, con-
venience, and safety. Fitted with 
8” Audio Display, the Sonet also 
comes with other smart features 
such as remote engine start, auto 
cruise control and more. Adding to 
increased levels of convenience as 
features like keyless entry system, 
smart key with button start, cen-

tral door lock and more. 
Kia has ensured that every drive 

with the Sonet is as hassle free and 
safe as possible, thanks to a rigor-
ous set of measures created in line 
with Kia’s pillars of safety. Among 
the Sonet’s key safety features are 
driver and front passenger airbags, 
ABS (anti-lock braking system), 
ESC (Electronic Stability Control), 
Rear parking assist system, Rear 

view camera, tyre pressure moni-
toring system (TPMS) and ISOFIX 
child-seat anchoring points. 

Customers looking to own a Kia 
can visit any showroom and experi-
ence a Kia. The campaign will end 
on January 26 (Conditions apply). 
Reliable International Automotive 
(RIA), the distributor for Kia in 
Oman provides a rewarding owner-
ship experience for customers.

The Sonet is gaining

popularity as a

perfect companion

to navigate busy

city roads as well as 

unwind on drives by 

the countryside

Terex partners with International 

Integrated Equipment in Oman

MUSCAT: Terex rough terrain 
cranes and Franna pick & carry 
cranes appointed International 
Integrated Equipment as the dis-
tributor in the Sultanate of Oman.

In Oman, the Terex and Franna 
Brand Cranes can be procured 
through its offi  cial distributor In-
ternational Integrated Equipment 
(IIE) situated in Muscat, Sohar 
and Salalah. The announcement of 
this new partnership between Ter-
ex and IIE was done at a ceremony 
conducted at IIE Head Offi  ce at 
Mawelah, Muscat.

During the co-operation cer-
emony Ajit S Nair – Head of Sales, 
Middle East & Asia, Terex Rough 
Terrain Cranes and Franna Pick & 
Carry Cranes said “Middle East is 
an important region for Terex, in 
terms of current and future poten-
tial. We have been a leading Crane 
brand in the Middle East region for 
many years and to enhance our ca-
pabilities even further and to serve 
customers better, we have a clear 
strategy of going with the distribu-
tion model. 

“It is imperative to have the 
right partner; we invest in them, 
they invest in us and we grow to-
gether. IIE a part of Bahwan Inter-
national Group is a highly reputed 
organisation, has the market know 
how and is focused on Customer 
Service. We are delighted to have 
IIE as our partner in Sultanate of 
Oman.”

A senior spokesperson at Inter-
national Integrated Equipment 

said, “We are very delighted to 
partner with Terex Corporation 
who off ers high quality products, 
Terex produces versatility of rough 
terrain cranes and pick and carry 
cranes allow us to cater in various 
business sector or applications in 
Oman i.e oil & gas, construction, 
shipping & logistics, power plants, 
military, material handling, main-
tenance works, mining, etc.

He also added that Terex has 
been strongly investing in re-
search & development (R&D), al-
ways looking for new technologies 
to keep its rough terrain cranes 
range at the top of the market. 
Terex’s cranes are generally seen 
in the most important construc-
tion sites around the world. Now in 
Oman, we will engage with various 
customers through all stages of 
the product needs and life cycle i.e 
from initial projects need till after-
sales support – One stop solution.”

Terex Corporation is a global 
manufacturer of aerial work plat-
forms and materials processing 
machinery. The company designs, 
builds, and supports products used 
in construction, maintenance, 
manufacturing, energy, minerals 
and materials management appli-
cations. The company’s products 
are manufactured in North and 
South America, Europe, Australia, 
and Asia and sold worldwide. 

The company engages with 
customers through all stages of 
the product life cycle, from ini-
tial specifi cation and fi nancing to 
parts and service support.

Terex Rough Terrain Cranes, 
part of the Materials Processing 
segment at Terex Corporation, is 
a leading provider of RT cranes 
recognized for quality, reliability, 
worldwide service, comprehen-
sive training and attractive fi nanc-
ing solutions.

O F F I C I A L  D I S T R I B U T O R

What makes Huawei MatePad SE best 

2023 family entertainment tablet in Oman

MUSCAT: Huawei Consumer
Business Group announced the 
release of its newest entry-level 
tablet. The Huawei MatePad SE 
10.4-inch, a versatile tablet de-
signed for household use, and of-
fers a treasure trove of new home 
entertainment capabilities. 

The new-generation Huawei 
MatePad SE 10.4-inch is every-
thing consumers have come to 
expect from a tablet, giving users 
the freedom to watch and browse 
with ease. Notably, the Huawei 
MatePad SE comes with a wealth 
of new online learning, e-book 
reading, and news browsing fea-
tures, to meet the needs of the 
whole family.

The Huawei MatePad SE 10.4-
inch comes equipped with a spa-
cious 10.4-inch 2K Eye Comfort 
Huawei FullView Display, which 
has passed the TÜV Rheinland 
Low Blue Light and Flicker-free 
certifi cations for proven eye fa-
tigue relief. The 83% screen-to-
body ratio provides for immersive 
viewing, and the airy-light 440 
g body, features a robust middle 
frame ensuring durable usage. 
The tablet body has passed a se-
ries of stringent extrusion tests, 
and is more than equipped to 
handle the occasional mishaps 
encountered in daily life, such as 
accidental drops. New smart ca-
pabilities make the MatePad SE 
a Super Device that benefi ts every 
member of the family.

The Huawei MatePad SE is 
available in Oman a price of 

OMR71.9 from Huawei’s online 
platforms, and Huawei Experi-
ence Stores in City Centre Mus-
cat and Mall of Oman.

Vast, eye-soothing view
The tablet’s 10.4-inch 2K Hua-
wei FullView Display comes with 
an 83% screen-to-body ratio, 2K 
resolution, and 225 pixel density, 
providing a clear and vivid view 
at just a glance. 4096-level bright-
ness adjustment changes in real 
time to account for the ambient 
lighting conditions and keep the 
eyes refreshed at every moment. 
HUAWEI MatePad SE 10.4-inch 
has passed TÜV Rheinland Low 
Blue Light and Flicker-free cer-
tifi cations, demonstrating proven 
eye fatigue relief.

The Huawei MatePad SE 10.4-
inch is equipped with a 6 nm Oc-
ta-core Qualcomm Snapdragon 
680 chipset, four Cortex A73 2.4 
GHz (indicating highest frequen-
cy) performance cores, and four 
Cortex A53 1.9 GHz effi  ciency 
cores. The energy effi  ciency ratio 
(EER) is further improved, and 
multiple kernel-oriented optimi-
sations have been applied to en-
sure a smooth experience.
The tablet features low power 
consumption and continuous 
output performance, delivering 
unparalleled entertainment and 
audio-visual performance. In ad-
dition, the Huawei MatePad SE 
comes with a 4GB RAM as well 
as 128GB internal storage for 
smooth processing. 

N E W E S T  E N T R Y - L E V E L  T A B L E T

Hyundai wins awards for SEVEN and Trailer Drone concepts
DUBAI: Hyundai Motor Com-
pany announced that its SEVEN
and Trailer Drone concepts have
earned 2022 Good Design Awards
in the transportation category 
while Plug & Drive (PnD) Mobil-
ity, PnD L7 and Mobile Eccentric
Droid (MobED) have each earned
awards in the robotics category. 

“Hyundai Design strives to forge
strong connections between our
customers and our mobility solu-
tions,” said SangYup Lee, Execu-
tive Vice President and Head of 
Hyundai Global Design Center. 

“The awards recognise how we
add more value to our customers’
everyday lives within and beyond
the automotive space. Our design
dream team and engineers put
their passion and heart into these
projects to make our dreams closer
to reality.”

Following the 45 concept in
2019 and the Prophecy concept in

2020, the SEVEN concept opened 
a new chapter for the IONIQ full-
electric lineup brand when it was 
unveiled in 2021. It is also the per-
fect example of IONIQ as its space 
innovations and hygienic features 
transform the SUV into an in-
novative living space on wheels, 

demonstrating Hyundai’s prior-
itization of customer values over 
industry norms.

The Trailer Drone concept is 
a hydrogen-powered container 
transportation system capable 
of operating fully autonomously 
with a double e-Bogie confi gura-

tion, allowing for unprecedented 
maneuverability through side-
ways movement in an almost 
train-like arrangement. 

Hyundai Motor was also recog-
nised for its excellence in design in 
the robotics sector by winning three 
awards in the robotics category. 

Emerging technologies, such 
as artifi cial intelligence (AI) and
autonomous driving, erase the
boundaries between automobiles
and robots. PnD (Plug &Drive)
Mobility was developed under the
motto, ‘Expanding Human Reach’
to realise the vision of limitless
freedom in mobility.

The PnD robotic module com-
bines intelligent steering, brak-
ing, in-wheel electric drive and
suspension hardware that can be
scaled up or down, for any purpose,
size or application.

PnD L7 is also a groundbreak-
ing future robotics-based mobility 
solution. It sets itself apart from
other ground-based vehicles, fea-
turing more intuitive operation
using the joystick and a smoother,
freer and more effi  cient driving 
experience. PnD L7 requires mini-
mal space for moving and parking,
making it suitable for urban ap-

plications. Plus, its design was in-
spired by the fi rst LRV (Lunar Rov-
ing Vehicle), a battery-powered 
four-wheeled lunar rover used in 
American Apollo missions. Just as 
LRV expanded the scope of human 
exploration, PnD L7 expands the 
scope of human mobility.

MobED is a novel, compact mo-
bile platform that consists of four 
Drive & Lift (DnL) modules, which 
combines driving, steering, pos-
ture control and braking systems 
into a single structure. MobED’s 
minimalistic design emphasises 
its unique mechanism. Pixel light-
ing on all sides of its body commu-
nicates MobED’s state, including 
its driving direction.

These award-winning products 
reaffi  rm Hyundai’s transformation 
from automaker to Smart Mobility 
Solution Provider, in line with the 
company vision of Progress for 
Humanity. 

G O O D  D E S I G N  A W A R D S



B8

ROUND-UP
T U E S DAY,  JA N UA RY  2 4 ,  2 0 2 3

Premium crossover all-new 2023 
Nissan X- Trail launched in Oman

MUSCAT: As part of its strategy to 
solidify its SUV leadership in Oman, 
Suhail Bahwan Automobiles (SBA) 
launched the all-new 2023 Nissan 
X-Trail in Muscat recently.

Developed as a premium urban 
crossover, the all-new 2023 Nis-
san X-Trail furthers the brand’s 
commitment to introduce innova-
tive mobility solutions, and off ers 
customers class-leading versatil-
ity, elevated exterior and interior 
designs, advanced safety, and im-
proved levels of capability.

Refl ecting the Nissan SUV’s role 
to Defy Ordinary, the key themes 
echoed across the event were eX-
pand, eXpress, eXplore, and eX-
hale, pushing guests to eXist be-
yond the everyday.

A segment-leader on several 
fronts, the all-new model fea-
tures the latest Nissan Intelligent 

Mobility technologies, including 
ProPILOT Assist for the very fi rst
time on the X-TRAIL line-up, and
off ers heightened connectivity 
with up to collective 35.4-inches of 
cabin screens. 

For over 20 years, the X- Trail
has been an integral part of Nissan
SUV line-up in the region and has
continually catered to the needs of 
families and adventure enthusiasts
across Oman. Brought about by a 
deep understanding of its custom-
ers, the all-new 2023 Nissan X-
Trail, which is one of the most tech-
nologically advanced SUVs to date,
addresses customer desires in the
rapidly growing mid-size SUV seg-
ment and is in line with the global
Nissan NEXT transformation plan.

A senior offi  cial of SBA said: 
“Oman launch of the all-New 
2023 Nissan X- Trail marks a ma-
jor milestone for us at SBA, as we 
solidify our commitment to the 
region and continue to deliver in-
novation that excites.”

The latest addition to Nissan’s 
impressive SUV lineup, the all-
new 2023 Nissan X- Trail features 
a striking exterior design, with dis-
tinctive Nissan elements includ-
ing a signature V-motion grille and 
fl oating roof design. Accentuating 
the X-Trail’s appeal to families are 
its bigger-opening rear door aper-
tures, that open up to 85 degrees 
for easier rear access and egress. 
The interior receive a premium 
upgrade, underlined by Nappa 

leather-accented seating with 3D 
diamond quilting available on the 
top-of-the-range SL grade.

The 2023 Nissan X-TRAIL is 
powered by an all-new 2.5-litre 
four-cylinder petrol engine that, 
compared to its predecessor, raises 
power output by 12hp to 181hp, and 
boosts torque by 11Nm to 244Nm, 
for more eff ortless acceleration 
and confi dent overtaking. Power is 
pushed through an advanced Con-
tinuously Variable Transmission 
(CVT) with paddle-shift controls 
on the steering wheel for manual 
over-ride of the new shift-by-wire 
transmission interface.

Making its debut in the All-New 
2023 Nissan X- Trail is an Intelli-
gent 4x4 system with direct cou-

pling that reacts faster than ever 
before, allowing for the seamless 
transfer of power between axles 
for ultimate stability and traction. 
A twist-dial Drive Mode Selec-
tor provides fi ve driving modes 
to choose from: Off -Road, Snow, 
Auto, Eco and Sports, with the 
added benefi t of Hill Descent Con-
trol for carefully modulated down-
hill off -road driving.

Nissan Intelligent Mobility suite 
of active safety features is provid-
ed with greater capability, making 
it the safest X- Trail ever, with Nis-
san Safety Shield 360 that includes
Automatic Emergency Braking 
with Pedestrian Detection, Blind
Spot Warning, Rear Cross Traffi  c
Alert, Lane Departure Warning 

and High Beam Assist. Supporting 
this is the fi rst-ever introduction 
of Nissan’s semi-autonomous Pro-
PILOT Assist on X-TRAIL, which 
can accelerate, brake, and cruise at 
a set speed within a single lane. 

Off ering customers the choice 
to select the grade that best suits 
their lifestyle, the all-new model is 
available in three grades, with 4WD 
options. This is in addition to 14 
diff erent colour combinations in-
cluding fi ve dual-tone options and 
5-seater or 7-seater confi gurations. 
The all-new Nissan X- Trail 2023, 
which is the fourth SUV model to 
sport the brand’s latest design lan-
guage and insignia, following the 
Patrol, Pathfi nder, and Kicks, is 
available for booking at SBA.

Developed as a

premium urban 

crossover, the all-new 

2023 Nissan X-Trail 

furthers the brand’s 

commitment to

introduce innovative 

mobility solutions,

and off ers customers

class-leading

versatility, elevated

exterior and interior

designs, advanced

safety, and improved

levels of capability
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If you love to immerse your-
self in the world of magic 
and want to know more 
about stage illusions then 
don’t miss watching Fred 

Sharp’s show at Qurum Natural 
Park. Fred Sharp is a professional 
magician based in Dubai. For over 
20 years, Fred has been enthralling 
audiences by creating some never-
seen never-experienced moments.

Watch him in complete awe from 
start to fi nish. His show that starts 
at 5pm everyday will be on till 26th 
January. So get ready to be amazed. 

Those who love watching fi re 
shows must not miss the ones held 
at Qurum Natural Park. These are 
performed by trained artists with 
diff erent props that are soaked in 
fl ammable fl uid and are lit to dem-
onstrate artistic formations.

Entry to the venue is free of 
charge for children under six years 
of age, OMR 0.100 for age group 
(7-12 years ) and OMR 0.200 for 13 
years and above. These fees apply 
to the entry to the grounds of Qu-
rum Natural Park and Al Naseem 
Public Park. As for the special-

ised activities at Oman Conven-
tion and Exhibition Centre, the 
fees amount to OMR 2 to OMR 3 
with booking tickets and payment 
through ATMs and online advance 
payment through the link ( https://
muscatnightslinks.com) provided 
by Muscat Municipality to facili-
tate shifting between the various 
venues, tickets booking and  selec-
tion of the activities.

Muscat Nights will continue 
with packages of diff erent con-
tents and activities under modern 
technologies of shows along with 

programmes covering the fi elds 
of culture, entertainment and 
family, sports and artistic pro-
grammes, competitions, evenings 
and activities targeting the vari-
ous sectors of the society. Muscat 
Nights showcase the deep-rooted 
history of Oman, the attention 
accorded to SMEs and the spe-
cialised activities. Muscat Nights 
also include the participation of 
the government sector and the 
private sector as the activities 
aimed to work as attraction fac-
tors in terms of tourism.

AND MORE AT QURUM NATURAL PARK

Muscat Nights showcase the deep-rooted 

history of Oman and also include programmes 

related to culture, entertainment and sports.
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