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HM GREETS SLOVAK PRESII]ENi

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik has sent a cable

of greetings to President Zuzana
Caputova of the Slovak Republic on
her country’s National Day. In the
cable, His Majesty expressed his
heartfelt sentiments and best wishes
to President Caputova and the people
of her country. - oNA

Founded 1975

I3 TIMESOFOMAN.COM I FACEBOOKGOM/TIMESOFOMAN

4<4 bank muscat

= Scan Code

I for more details &
- terms & conditions

- Volume 47 No. 125 |16 Pages

- Baisas 206

Increase your profits

£ TWITTERCOMITIMESOFOMAN (& YOUTUBECOM/USER/TIMESOFOMANONLINE @3 TIMESOFOMAN COM/WHATSAPP

i 6 "085010

HM GREETS PRESIDENT OF UZBEKISTAN

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin
Tarik has sent a cable of greetings to President
Dr. Shavkat Mirziyoyev of the Republic of
Uzbekistan on the occasion of his country’s
Independence Day anniversary. In the cable,
His Majesty expressed his sincere sentiments .
and best wishes of good health and wellbeingto ~ 4
President Mirziyoyev. His Majesty also wished
the people of Uzbekistan further progress and
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Ministry inks nine deals to set up small and

medium tourism projects on government land

Times News Service

MUSCAT: In its efforts to boost
tourism and to attract OMR3 bil-
lion of private investments in the
tourism sector, the Ministry of
Heritage and Tourism has signed
nine usufruct (land lease) agree-
ments on Wednesday.

Unique project
to use silt from
lake dams
launched
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These agreements come within
the framework of the ministry’s in-
itiative to set up small and medium
tourism projects on government
land plots owned by the ministry
with an aim to empower small and
medium enterprises (SMEs).

The projects are distributed
in different governorates and in-

clude: a 3-star hotel, a 2-star ho-
tel and a rest house in Dhofar, a
3-star resort and a 1-star hotel in
the Wilayat of Al Jabal Al Akhdar
in the Governorate of Al Dakhili-

yah, a 3-star hotel in the Wilayat
of Wadi Bani Khalid and aresort in
the Wilayat of Bidiyah in the Gov-
ernorate of North Al Shariqiyah,
a tourism camp in the Wilayat of

Ibri in the Governorate of Al Dha-
hirah and a tourism camp in the
Wilayat of Ja’alan Bani Bu Has-
san in the Governorate of South Al
Shargiyah.

Salim Mohammed Al Mahrouai,
Minister of Heritage and Tourism
signed the usufruct agreements
with investors representing the
companies executing the projects.

Recently, Fitch Solutions upgrad-
ed its positive forecast for the Sul-
tanate of Oman tourism sector’s
recovery during 2022 and 2023
with stronger growth expected
during the mid-term forecasts pe-
riod 2024- 2026.

The report of Fitch Solutions

Agency pointed to remarkable re-
covery for the tourism sector in
the Sultanate which began in the
fourth quarter of 2021.

The report also expected the
growth to continue during the up-
comingyears on account ofthe eco-
nomic diversification programmes
of Oman Vision 2040. The tourism
development plans executed by
the government through the pro-
gramme for recovery from impact
of COVID-19 pandemic, the digital
marketing initiatives and the an-
nouncement of new investments
in the tourism sector would also
lend strength to the growth, it said.

-With ONA inputs

TOP THREE INSIDE STORIES

Majlis Al Shura Office
reviews key issues

The Majlis Al Shura Office
1reviewed on Wednesday

theletter of the Council of
Ministers on a number of annual
ministerial reports for 2021
which included a summary of the
achievements during 2021, the
key projects executed, the future
strategic plans and a number of
statistics. >A2

r

Next Artemis launch
set for Saturday

NASA will make another
attempt to launch the
Artemis moon rocket
on Saturday. “We also agreed
to move our launch date to
Saturday, September the third,”
the space agency’s Artemis
Mission Manager Mike Sarafin
was quoted saying by Sputnik
News Agency on Tuesday. >A6

Fitch upgrades OETC's
rating to BB+ Stable

Fitch Ratings announced
3 the upgrade of Oman

Electricity Transmission
Company (OETC), amember
of Nama Group, Long-Term
Foreign-Currency Issuer Default
Rating (IDR) to ‘BB+ from ‘BB’
The increase of OETC’s ratings
to ‘BB+ reflects the company’s
stability and profitability. >B1

Omani students ready for the new academiic year

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Thousands of students
are returning to schools for the
new academic year beginning on
Sunday.

For this, the Directorate Gen-
eral of Education in the Governo-
rate of Al Dakhiliyah is set to re-
ceive students for the school year
2022/2023 next Sunday.

In preparation for the new
school year, the Directorate has
completed all administrative and
technical requirements, along with
procedures for transfer of teach-
ers, including the newly appointed
teachers to various schools in the
governorate.

Al Dakhiliyah Governorate
The number of students at govern-
ment schools in the Al Dakhiliyah
Governorate is expected to reach
106,784, including 10,592 students
for class (1) of basic education
schools.

The total number of teachers,
administrators and support staff
189,040, including 160 government
schools and four evening schools.

Saif bin Mubarak Al Jalandan,

Director General at the Directo-
rate General of Education in the
Governorate said the organisa-
tion has completed all prepara-
tions for receiving the students
and is acquainted with advance
preparations relating to admin-
istrative, technical and financial
aspects through regular meetings
with the directors of the depart-
ments concerned and other per-
sonnel at the Directorate.

He said the number of teachers

S AL \

deployed at the Governorate of Al
Dakhiliyah from other governo-
rates of the Sultanate stood at 368,
both male and female, while the
number of teachers transferred
from the Governorate of Al Dakh-
iliyah to other governorates to-
taled 318 and the number of newly
appointed teachers stood at 354.

It may be mentioned that the
departments affiliated to the Di-
rectorate General of Education in
the Governorate of Al Dakhiliyah

also confirmed their readiness
and completion of the procedures
related to maintenance and school
buses and approval of the plan for
training and qualifying the teach-
ing and the administrative staff.
The departments also confirmed

taking necessary actions relating
to school activities, awareness and
scouts activities along with com-
pletion of the procedures for is-
suance of new licences for private
schools and renewal of expired li-
Cences. — with inputs from ONA
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New charges to disconnect and reconnect
water services discussed at Majlis Al Shura

Majlis Al Shura
Office reviewed and
approved amending
the charges to be
OMR 7.500 for
disconnection and
reconnection

MUSCAT: The Majlis Al Shura
Office reviewed on Wednesday the
letter of the Council of Ministers
on a number of annual ministerial
reports for 2021 which included
a summary of the achievements
during 2021, the key projects ex-
ecuted, the future strategic plans
and a number of statistics.

The Office of Majlis Al Shura
decided referral of the same to
the concerned committee and the
technical office for review and to
consider whether they conform to
Article 55 of the Law of the Coun-
cil of Oman.

The meeting also reviewed the
reply of the Minister of Housing
and Urban Planning on transfer
of the applications the loans and
housing assistance programme to
‘Surouh Initiative’.

The reply stated that procedures
for offering three sites for inves-
tors have completed and work is
underway for completion of the
procedures for other sites taking
into account allocation of part of
the housing units of the projects of
the programme for housing assis-
tance Surooh Projects.

The Majlis Al Shura Office also
reviewed during the meeting the
reply of the Council of Ministers
on imposing a fee for disconnec-
tion and reconnection of the water
service.

The reply of the Council of Min-
isters stated that that the issue has
been discussed in one of the meetings

Winners

Times News service

MUSCAT: The Center of Excel-
lence for Advanced Telecommuni-
cations Technology and IoT (CoE)
at Innovation Park Muscat of the
Ministry of Higher Education, Re-
search and Innovation organised
a ceremony awarding the winning
teams of the first cohort of the
Junior Academy programme at In-
novation Park Muscat on Tuesday.

The ceremony was under the
patronage of Dr. Saif bin Abdullah
Al Haddabi, Undersecretary of the
Ministry of Higher Education, Re-
search and Innovation (MoHERI)
and in the presence of Dr. Abdullah
Al Balushi, President of Ericsson
Oman, and a number of officials
from the strategic partners of the
programme.

The programme is implement-
ed by the Centre of Excellence in
a strategic partnership between
Ericsson, the Ministry of Finance
represented by the Partnership for
Development Programme (Offset)
and Omantel and in cooperation
with the Ministry of Education and
New York Academy of Sciences.

During the ceremony, ‘Girls
Combating Misinformation’ by
Esraa Al Nabhani (Marfa Daris
School), was awarded first place
in the international challenges as
announced by the New York Acad-
emy of Sciences last month, which
focused on combating the spread
of misinformation in the pub-
lic health sector. As for the local
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of the Council of Ministers which ap-
proved amending the charges to be
OMR?7.500 for each of them.

The Majlis Al Shura Office re-
viewed the reply of the Minister of
Education on establishment of 76
government schools in the various

governorates of the Sultanate. The
reply of the ministry stated that
the investment agreement to be
executed is for establishment of 43
government schools.

The discussions were held in
the 16 th regular meeting of Majlis

Al Shura Office, chaired by Khalid
bin Hilal Al Mawali, Chairman of
Majlis Al Shura in the presence of
the members of the Office of Majlis
and Sheikh Ahmed bin Moham-
med Al Nadabi, Secretary General
of Majlis Al Shura. - ona

of first Junior Academy Programme awarded

challenge, ‘Our Life is Safer with
Smart Shelter’ won first place in
the Ericsson Smart Homes Chal-
lenge. The team consisted of Al-
Zahraa Al Nabhani (Alshatha Bint
Jaber Primary School), Taher Al
Ruqaishi (Murtafaat Izki Schhol),
Miaad Al Shaaili (Almamoor
School) and Tahra Al Ruqaishi
(Um Alkhair School).

The second place for the lo-
cal Smart Homes Challenge went
to ‘Let’s Make our Life Smart’ by
Fatma Al Abri (The Qar School),
Khalid Al Kalbani (Saa’d Bin Uba-
dah Elementry School), Laya Moo-
sa Al Mafarji (Marfa Daris Basic
School), Sanaa Khalid Al Balushi
(Fatma Bint Asad School), Nasser
Al Rashdi (Abdullah Bin Rawaha
School) and Razan Al Rawahi
(Hafsa Bint Omar Basic Educa-
tion School for Girls), while the
third place went to ‘Xmaisons’ by

Farah Al Ghefeili (The Interna-
tional School of Choueifat), Ahmed
Al Hadhrami (Sheikh Nasser Al
Kharusi School), Maryam Al Hash-
mi (Al Urwah School), Renad Al
Shukaili (Rustaq School), Haitham
Idris (Al Khoudh School) and
Reem Ismaili (Al Sahwa Schools).
In regard to the programme, Dr.
Abdullah Al Balushi, President of
Ericsson Oman, mentioned during
the ceremony that Ericsson along-
side the Ministry of Higher Edu-
cation, Research and Innovation,
were able to introduce 100 Omani
youth to the world of new technolo-
gies and provide guidance to them
to develop Internet of Things (IoT)
use cases based on the latest 5G
and IoT technologies, stating that
“given that IoT technology is vital
to achieving the national agendas
of the Sultanate of Oman in build-
ing smart cities, which will have

an important role in the future of
the health, transportation and data
security sectors in the Sultanate, I
am confident that the knowledge
and skills of IoT that students de-
veloped through this programme
will help them to play a big role in
the digital future of the Sultanate.”

Moreover, Hajar Al Balushi,
Project Manager of the CoE at
the Ministry, mentioned that
“this programme supports the
youth in bridging the skill gap
in research and project develop-
ment, as well as widening their
horizon and introducing them
to real life challenges and how
to solve them in a practical way,
with an added fun element.”

The Junior Academy pro-
gramme indicated that the num-
ber of applications in the first edi-
tion of the program reached 523
applications, with 101 male and

female students from various gov-
ernorates of the Sultanate were
enrolled, in which the students
participated virtually for three
months in the Internet of Things
Smart Homes Challenge to find so-
lutions and ideas on how to develop
these homes smart technology in
addition to some Omani students
participating in global challenges,
with one of them winning a chal-
lenge in the health sector. The
winners of the 1st Junior Academy
program will receive a package of
incentives, most notably remote
academic programs and credit
hours provided in association with
the University of Pittsburgh, a gift
voucher, a smart tablet device and
a certificate of participation from
the programme.

The second cohort of the Junior
Academy programme will kick off
in September 2022.

The Junior Academy pro-
gramme aims to provide young
students with the opportunity to
learn how to research and develop
innovation skills and compete to
find solutions to global societal
challenges in the field of technol-
ogy and science.

The program can contribute
to deepening the participants’
knowledge and enabling them to
take the initiative to contribute
to providing solutions to techni-
cal problems. The programme
also comes in line with the goals
of Oman Vision 2040 to shift to-
wards a knowledge-based econo-
my, and to provide current genera-
tions with the necessary skills to
face the future, by refining their
capabilities and empowering them
with knowledge that allows them
to grow as individuals in the Om-
ani society.
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Unique project launched in Oman
to make use of silt from dam lakes

Arkan, a research
establishment,
launched an initiative
codenamed ‘Ardak’

to convert silt into an

industrial product

KHASAB: Silt enters as a core
material in a variety of industries,
such as fertilizers, textiles and ce-
ramics.

Recently, Arkan, a research es-
tablishment, launched an initia-
tive codenamed “Ardak” or (your
land/soil) to convert silt into an
industrial product.

Accordingly, Arkan signed an
agreement to the tune of OMR7
million with the Ministry of Ag-
riculture, Fisheries and Water
Resources to utilise silt sedi-
ments deposited in the lakes of
five dams in Oman, as a first stage
of the project.

The first phase of the project was
launched in April 2022 by utilising
the silt gathered at five dams: at
‘Wadi Al Jizzi Dam in the Wilayat
of Sohar, Wadi Aahin in the Wilay-
at of Saham, Wadi Al Hawasna in
the Wilayat of Al Khabourah, Wadi
Mastal in the Wilayat of Nakhl and
Wadi Dhaigah in the Wilayat of
Quraiyat, said Abdullah Moham-
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The number of divorce cases went up to 3,837 in 2021 as cor

3,426 in 2020.
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Each day, Oman witnesses filing of 10 divorce case
Each day, Oman witnesses filing of 10 divorce cases

‘@‘M

03T
INSTAGRAM
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Video on a vehicle fire being
doused in Oman
=

ﬁ@

VIEWED VIDEO ON

i mAsy Avideo onavehicle fire being
s =R doused in Oman had 5,071 views
H and 297 likes on Instagram.

Story on divorce cases
tncreasing in Oman

A story on divorce cases
increasing in Oman reached
34,108 people and had 3,578
link clicks on Facebook.

med Al Shihi, CEO of Ardak.

Value-added projects

Investments of value-added pro-
jects are estimated to stand at
OMRS3 million. They include inno-
vative agricultural inputs, indus-
trial projects and raw materials for
the construction sector targeting
the domestic, regional and inter-

national markets.

Ardak project will provide at
least 29 direct employment oppor-
tunities for Omanis, in addition to
another 70 indirect jobs over the
first years of the initiative, accord-
ing to the CEO of the project’s exe-
cuting company, Ardak, which en-
visages further opportunities for
small and medium enterprises. -ona
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Emerald green
waters and serene
surroundings of

B1

NY

1h Kkl

th its emerald-green wa-

ters and serene surround-

ings, the Bimmah sinkhole

is located some 120km

from Muscat. Tourists

who get to see the sinkhole and its pristine

waters are more than welcome to descend to

the bottom through a concrete staircase that

has been erected for just this purpose. Tour-

ists are also welcome to take a dip inside the

sinkhole, which in Arabic is also called Hawi-

yat Najm (the falling star), because it resem-

bles a crater that is formed due to the impact
of'an asteroid on the earth’s surface.

Sinkholes are often the result of ground-
water eating away at rocks like limestone and
carbonate. Caverns form as the rocks dis-
solve, and eventually the ground above caves
in, sometimes taking cars, houses, and even
the occasional pizza place with it. A large
concrete staircase sticks out among the natu-
ral landscape, but offers a less precarious way
down to the picturesque pool. Many folks just
go to admire its beauty, or dip their feet in the
vividly blue-green water for a fish-adminis-
tered pedicure of sorts. Still some take full
advantage of the salty water, diving from the
cliffs within the cavern.
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FIREFIGHTING TEAMS EXTINGUISH VEHIGLE BLAZE

Firefighting teams extinguished a blaze that broke out in a vehicle in Ruwi on Wednesday morning. Residents said that the
firefighting teams of the Civil Defence and Ambulance Department in Muscat Governorate put out a fire that broke out in a
vehicle in the MBD area in Ruwi. - Times of oman
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Workshop on reuse
and discharge of
treated wastewater

MUSCAT: Environment Author-
ity organised a workshop on up-
dating the regulation on reuse and
discharge of wastewater.

The workshop discussed the
national laws issued on reuse of
treated wastewater and its tech-
nical terms and fields of usage of
wastewater. The workshop also
tackled the national legislative
frameworks and proposed the best
solutions and practices aimed at
production of high-quality treated
wastewater.

The workshop discussed the
other alternatives for the use of
purified water and the use of treat-
ed wastewater in several develop-
ment projects and protection of
sources of underground water.

A number of specialists and
experts from the Environment
Authority and the Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Water
Resources and Oman Water and
Wastewater Services Company
have participated in the workshop.

— ONA

Emirates Mars mission discovers new type of aurora

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Emirates Mars
Mission, the first interplanetary
exploration undertaken by an Arab
nation, has made first observa-
tions of a new type of proton au-
rora around Mars.

The spatially variable ‘patchy’
proton aurora potentially triggers
new insights into unexpected be-
haviours in the Martian atmos-
phere.

The EMM team has worked
together with NASA’s MAVEN
(Mars Atmosphere and Volatile
EvolutioN) mission to fully char-
acterise these observations. The
combination of EMM’s unprec-
edented global aurora images with
MAVEN’s simultaneous local
plasma observations opens up new
avenues for understanding the
drivers of Mars’ enigmatic aurora.

“Our discovery of these patchy
proton aurora adds a new kind of
event to the long list of those cur-
rently studied by EMM and chal-
lenges our existing views of how
the proton aurora on Mars’ day-
side are formed,” said Hessa Al
Matroushi, EMM’s Science Lead.
“The EMM Hope probe has so far
uncovered many unexpected phe-
nomena that extend our under-
standing of Mars’ atmospheric and
magnetospheric dynamics. These
new observations, combined with
MAVEN data, have lifted the lid on
entirely new possibilities for sci-
entific research.”

This new patchy type of proton
aurora is formed when the solar
wind directly impacts Mars’ day-

side upper atmosphere and emits
ultraviolet light as it slows down.
It was discovered in snapshots of
the dayside disk obtained by the
Emirates Mars Ultraviolet Spec-
trometer (EMUS), which observes
the planet’s upper atmosphere and
exosphere, scanning for variability
in atmospheric composition and
atmospheric escape to space.

The aurora manifests as bright
regions scattered across the day-
side of the planet in two ultraviolet
wavelengths associated with the
Hydrogen atom, Lyman beta at
102.6 nm and Lyman alpha at 121.6
nm. Under normal conditions,
the dayside disk of the planet at
these wavelengths is uniform, and
the planetary brightness results
from Hydrogen atoms scattering
sunlight. When the aurora oc-
curs, small regions of the planet
become much brighter at these
wavelengths, signifying intense
localized energy deposition in the
atmosphere.

“We've seen emissions at these
wavelengths before, thanks to
proton aurora studies by NASA’s
MAVEN mission, but these EMM
EMUS images represent the first
time we’ve had a global view of spa-
tial variability in proton aurora at
Mars, and the first time we’ve been
able to unambiguously observe
this patchy structure,” said EMM
science team member and lead au-
thor of a newly submitted paper on
the proton aurora, Mike Chaffin.
“We know that these wavelengths
are only emitted by the Hydrogen
atom, which tells us that super en-
ergetic Hydrogen atoms must be

NORMAL PROTON AURORA FORMATION

PATCHY PROTON AURORA FORMATION

— Image Credit: Emirates Mars Mission/UAE Space Agency

present in the atmosphere in order
to produce the auroral emission.”
A data sharing agreement be-
tween EMM and MAVEN has
enabled analysis of the new EMM
images using plasma observa-
tions made by MAVEN, which
has been characterizing the Mars
ionosphere and magnetosphere

since 2014. MAVEN carries a full
suite of plasma instruments, in-

cluding a magnetometer and two
ion electrostatic analysers that
measured the Martian plasma and
fields environment during EMM’s
observations of patchy proton au-
rora events. “Multi-vantage point
measurements of the Martian

Dues of 5,832 workers worth $11.64mn secured

ABU DHABI: The Abu Dhabi
Labour Court has successfully
secured the unpaid dues of 5,832
workers engaged in a collec-
tive dispute for a total amount of
$11.64 million (AED4276 mil-
lion) in a record time of less than
two months.

The labour court took prompt
legal measures to register the
claims, consider the cases and de-
liver its decisions with expedited
enforcement. They completed the
process by mail handing over the

said dues to the workers in their
labour camps.

The Abu Dhabi Labour Court
affirmed that the speedy set-
tlement of labour cases, espe-
cially collective cases and the
facilitation of the payment due
to workers at their place of resi-
dence, were in implementation
of the directives of H.H. Sheikh
Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Deputy Prime Minister, Minis-
ter of the Presidential Court and
Chairman of Abu Dhabi Judicial

Department. He insisted on the
speedy resolution of cases and
shortening the litigation period
while ensuring the accuracy of
judgements. The labour court
also stressed the effectiveness of
the mechanism used to ensure
the rapid settlement of disputes
enabling all parties to obtain
their rights as guaranteed by law
in coordination with the compe-
tent authorities. It was part of the
UAE’s commitment to safeguard
workers’ rights. — wam

atmosphere tell us about the real
time response of the atmosphere
to the Sun. These types of simulta-
neous observations probe the fun-
damental physics of atmospheric
dynamics and evolution”, said MA-
VEN Principal Investigator Shan-
non Curry.

“Access to MAVEN data has
been essential for placing these
new observations into a wider
context. Together, were push-
ing the boundaries of our existing
knowledge not only of Mars, but of
planetary interactions with the so-
lar wind,” said Al Matroushi.

Martian proton auroras were
originally discovered by MAVEN
and subsequently found in data
from ESA’s Mars Express mis-
sion, but most of these previous
observations show uniform au-
roral emission across the day-
side of the planet.By contrast, the
EMUS observations are able to
unambiguously reveal small-scale
spatial structure. Scientists from
both teams now believe the patchy
aurora can only be produced by
plasma turbulence in the space
surrounding Mars. “Because of
the size scales involved in the solar
wind and extended hydrogen at-
mosphere of Mars, there’s no way
the standard proton aurora forma-
tion mechanism could produce
the aurora were observing with
EMUS,” said Chaffin.

“In the August 11 observations
the aurora is so widespread and
so disorganized that the plasma
environment around Mars must
have been truly disturbed. Thanks
to MAVEN measurements of the

Mars plasma environment simul-
taneous with the aurora, we can
confidently say that the solar wind
is directly impacting the upper
atmosphere wherever we’re see-
ing auroral emission,” he added.
“What we're seeing is essentially
a map of where the solar wind is
raining down onto the planet.”

The simultaneous observations
of patchy proton aurora by Hope
and measurements of plasma con-
ditions by MAVEN are therefore a
window into rare circumstances,
when the interaction between
Mars and the solar wind is unusu-
ally chaotic.

Hope has observed patchy auro-
ra multiple times over the course
of its mission so far, and the shape
of the aurora is not always the
same. On 2021 August 30, for ex-
ample, the patchy proton aurora
was confined to a much smaller
portion of the disk than on August
11, suggesting a different mecha-
nism may be at work.

Plasma turbulence at Mars
can occur under a variety of con-
ditions, and different shapes of
patchy proton aurora may reveal
different plasma conditions.

As of June 2022, Mars is about
a month away from the peak of its
Southern Summer, when proton
aurora are known to be at their
most active.

“Whether we’ll see anything as
spectacular as what we've already
gotis anyone’s guess, but I'm hope-
ful. Hope continues to far exceed
our expectations for scientific dis-
covery, and I can’t wait to see what
we learn next.” said Chaffin.

INDIAN SCHOOL SUR

P O Box. 158, Sur — 411, Sultanate of Oman
Phone:25541071
Email: info@indianschoolsur.com; www.indianschoolsur.com

TENDER NOTICE

Sealed tenders are invited from authorized cleaning companies to supply
manpower for cleaning (both male and female) having basic knowledge to
read English and preferably between the age group of 25— 35.

Tender document can be collected from the School office against payment
of RO 10/- as a non-refundable fee from 1st September 2022 to 7th
September 2022 between 8.00am and 1.00pm. The completed tender
addressed to "The Principal" should be submitted to the school office

Indian School Sur reserves the right to accept or reject any tender.

Last date of submission: 12/09/2022 before 1.00 pm
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NASA to attempt second

imes:

launch of moon rocket
Artemis 1on Saturday

The 98-metre
Space Launch
System would be
the most powerful
rocket ever
launched by the US

space agency

WASHINGTON: NASA will
make a second attempt to launch
its powerful next-generation
moon rocket on Saturday after
engine troubles halted the first
planned launch earlier this week.

The 98-metre Space Launch
System would be the most power-
ful rocket ever launched by the US
space agency.

However, the weather forecast
predicts just a 40% chance of fa-
vorable launch conditions on Sat-
urday, and NASA acknowledges
there’s still a chance the same is-
sues that plagued the first attempt-
ed launch could reappear.

NASA’s rocket program manager
John Honeycutt said the upcoming
second attempt on Saturday would
be better than “sitting around
scratching our heads [and wonder-
ing] was it good enough or not.”

“Based on what I've heard from
the technical team today, what we
need to do is continue to pore over
the data and polish up our plan on
putting the flight rationale togeth-
er,” he said. The space agency also
said that Monday’s aborted takeoff
was still an invaluable trouble-
shooting experience.

Back to the moon
The launch will not only test the

rocket itself, but also the Orion
crew capsule that sits on top.

The unmanned capsule will
contain mannequins, and it is
scheduled to orbit the moon to
see whether the capsule is safe
enough for human spaceflight
in future.

Thelong-awaited launch would
kick off NASA’s moon-to-Mars
Artemis program — the agency’s
first major lunar expedition since

Peace returns to Baghdad as
Al-Sadr’s followers end
protests, leave city’s green zone

BAGHDAD: Silence has settled
on the streets of the Iraqi capital of
Baghdad after Iraqi cleric Mugta-
da al-Sadr called on his followers
to stop protests and leave the city’s
green zone on Tuesday.

Earlier in the day, according to
Sputnik, Al-Sadr called on his fol-
lowers to vacate the parliament
building and leave the green zone,
where government facilities and
foreign embassies are located. Fol-
lowing the cleric’s call, thousands
of Al-Sadr’s supporters started
leaving the centre of Baghdad.

Security forces have opened all
significant bridges across the Ti-
gris river in the Iraqi capital and
began removing concrete barri-
ers. Al-Sadr’s political opponents
from the coordination frame-
work, an Iran-backed alliance of
forces forming the largest bloc in
the Iraqi legislature, appealed to
their supporters to stop the pro-
tests after the cleric’s followers
began to withdraw from Bagh-
dad’s green zone.

The situation in Iraq escalated
on Monday when Al-Sadr an-
nounced his retirement from poli-
tics. Iraq has faced a political dead-
lock since the early parliamentary
elections, the first since 2003.

The clashes between his sup-
porters and security forces left 30

an Illl"ff!!f

people dead and hundreds injured.

Thousands of his followers
stormed Irag’s presidential pal-
ace and clashed with the security
forces following which Military
reinforcements were sent to the
presidential palace as the follow-
ers of Al Sadr tore down cement
barriers outside the government
building in support of the cleric.

An immediate curfew was put in
place right after as Palace security
was unable to control the mass of
demonstrators.

Earlier in July, numerous Iraqi
demonstrators, mostly supporters
of Mugtada al-Sadr stormed the
heavily fortified parliament build-

ing in Baghdad to protest against
the nomination for prime minis-
ter by rival Iran-backed parties.
The protesters were opposing the
candidacy of Mohammed Shia al-
Sudani for the post of Prime Min-
ister, as they believe him to be too
close to Iran.

Notably, Al-Sadr’s bloc won 73
seats in Iraq’s October 2021 elec-
tion, making it the largest faction
in the 329-seat parliament but,
ever since the vote, talks to form a
new government have stalled, and
Al-Sadr stepped down from the
political process. A deadlock per-
sists over the establishment of a
new government. ani

the Apollo program of the 1960s
and “70s. Since then, US human
spaceflight efforts have focused
on low-Earth orbit with space
shuttles and the International
Space Station.

The end goal is to work with
overseas space agencies and the
private sector to establish a long-
term lunar base from which to
launch future human voyages to
Mars. ow
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Texas reports first
death of person with
monkeypox in Us

TEXAS: Authorities in Texas
have confirmed the first death of
aperson diagnosed with monkey-
pox in the United States.

In a statement on Tuesday,
the Texas Department of State
Health Services (DSHS) said that
the patient was an adult living in
Harris County. “Monkeypox is a
serious disease, particularly for
those with weakened immune
systems,” John Hellerstedt,
DSHS Commissioner said in the
statement.

“We continue to urge people to
seek treatment if they have been
exposed to monkeypox or have
symptoms consistent with the
disease,” he added.

According to The Hill, the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) had confirmed
more than 18,000 cases of the vi-
rus across all 50 states as of Mon-
day, but so far officials had not
confirmed any deaths.

The CDC has only confirmed
15 deaths worldwide from the vi-
rus throughout this year’s monk-
eypox outbreak.

Furthermore, the DSHS advised
people to contact their health care
provider if they experience fever,
chills, swollen lymph nodes and a
new, unexplained rash.

The virus has mostly spread
among men who have sex with
men, but anyone can get it
through close, direct contact
with an infected person. People
who are diagnosed with monkey-
pox should stay home and avoid
close contact with others until
the rash has fully gone away and a
new layer of skin has completely
formed, according to the release.

It is to be noted that the World
Health Organization report ear-
lier informed that the number of
monkeypox cases reported glob-
ally dropped by 21 per cent in the
last week. ant

‘Determined’ to ban assault
weapons, says US President

WASHINGTON: US President
Joe Biden on Tuesday said that
he is determined to ban assault
weapons in America, amid the
increasing gun violence in the
country.

Biden was delivering remarks
on the Safer America Plan in
Pennsylvania. He went on to say
he had helped ban assault weap-
ons previously, referring to the
1994 ban he helped usher in while
serving in the US Senate.

“I am determined to ban as-
sault weapons in this country. I
did it once before, and we will do
it again,” the US President said.

He said that the Safer America
Plan will strengthen public safety
by investing in effective commu-
nity policing.

“Folks turn on the news and

see kids being gunned down in
schools, their neighbor losing
loved ones to fentanyl, and vio-
lence walking our streets. Fami-
lies want to feel safe again. My
Safer America Plan will strength-
en public safety by investing in
effective community policing,”
Biden said. Notably, Congress
passed a 10-year ban on assault
weapons in 1994.

‘While speaking to a crowd at
Wilkes University, President Joe
Biden made it clear that he sup-
ports law enforcement and dis-
missed calls to defund the police.

Biden said his Safer America
Plan is based on the “simple no-
tion” of funding law enforcement.

“When it comes to public safety
in this nation, the answer is not
defund the police, it’s fund the po-

lice,” he said.

Meanwhile, the Dutch Defense
Minister Kajsa Ollongren said
that the authorities in the Neth-
erlands are “very concerned”
about the level of gun violence in
the United States, after an inci-
dent over the weekend in which
three Dutch special operations
forces were shot in Indianapolis
and one died of his injuries.

The three Dutch servicemen
belonged tothe Commando Corps,
an elite special operations unit of
the Royal Netherlands Army, and
had travelled to the United States
for training at a camp in southern
Indiana. They were visiting Indi-
anapolis while off duty and were
shot in front of their downtown
hotel at on Saturday, The Wash-
ington Post reported. ant
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World pays tribute to Soviet

leader Mikhail Gorbachev

German Chancellor
Olaf Scholz praised
Gorbachev as

a “courageous
reformer”

BERLIN: Germany, the US and
other countries on Wednesday re-
acted to the death of former Soviet
leader Mikhail Gorbachev.

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz
praised Gorbachev as a “coura-
geous reformer.”

Scholz said that the former Soviet
leader’s policies made it possible for
Germany to be reunited in 1990 and
for the Iron Curtain to disappear.

Germany’s chancellor added
that Gorbachev died atatime when
democracy had “failed” in Russia
and Russian President Vladimir
Putin was sowing new divisions
in Europe. “That’s why we think of
Mikhail Gorbachev and know how
important he was for the develop-
ment of Europe and our country in
recent years,” he concluded.

German Foreign Minister An-
nalena Baerbock said that Gor-
bachev was “guided by peace and
understanding between people in
fateful moments of our history.”

“The end of the Cold War and Ger-
man unity are his legacy,” she said.

[

“We mourn the loss of a states-
man to whom we are eternally
grateful,” Baerbock added.

“Tbowtothegreatstatesman,” Ger-
man President Frank-Walter Stein-
meier said in a letter to Gorbachev’s
daughter, Irina Virganskaya.

“Germany remains connected
to him, in gratitude for his de-
cisive contribution to German
unity, in respect for his courage in
democratic opening and building
bridges between East and West,
and in memory of his great vision
of a peaceful Common European
Home,” Germany’s president said.

Steinmeier said that Gorbachev
had in recent years “suffered from
the fact that his dream was ever
more distant.” This dream was

“destroyed by Russia’s brutal at-
tack on Ukraine,” he said.

Former German Chancellor
Angela Merkel called Gorbachev a
“unique global politician.”

“Gorbachev wrote world history
— he exemplified how a single states-
man can change the world for the
better,” Merkel said on her website.

US: Gorbachev a ‘man of
remarkable vision’

US President Joe Biden said that
“Mikhail Gorbachev was a man of
remarkable vision.”

“As leader of the USSR, he
worked with President Reagan to
reduce our two countries’ nuclear
arsenals ... After decades of brutal
political repression, he embraced

)

democratic reforms.”

i

“The result was a safer world
and greater freedom for millions

of people.”

James Baker III, who was US

Secretary of State during the dis-
solution of the Soviet Union, called
Gorbachev a “giant who steered his
great nation towards democracy.”

“He played the critical role in
a peaceful conclusion of the Cold
War by his decision against using
force to hold the empire together
... The free world misses him great-
ly,” Baker said.

The Reagan Foundation and
Institute said that it “mourns
the loss of former Soviet leader
Mikhail Gorbachev, a man who
once was a political adversary of

D0OJ cites evidence of obstruction
of justice by Donald Trump’s team

WASHINGTON: The US Justice
Department (DOJ) said on Tues-
day it had evidence that former
President Donald Trump’s team
had deliberately obstructed an
investigation by the FBI into the
discovery of classified documents
in his Florida estate in June.

The prosecutors claim that the
evidence points to government
records likely being concealed and
removed from a storage room even
after Trump’s representatives
falsely and deliberately assured
officials that they had handed over
everything of relevance in June.

In a 54-page filing, the prosecu-
tors called this an obstruction of
justice, revealing that Trump’s
legal representatives “explicitly

A year after exit, half
of Americans say
Afghanistan war
was a mistake: Poll

WASHINGTON: A year after
the United States withdrew from
Afghanistan, American society re-
mains sharply divided over wheth-
er sending troops there in 2001
was the right decision, according
to a Gallup poll out this week.

“One year after the chaotic
withdrawal of United States.
troops from Afghanistan, 50 per
cent of Americans say the U.S.
made a mistake in sending troops
to the country, while 46 per cent
say it did not,” the poll said. It
said the close disparity in views
is similar to two other polls con-
ducted last year just before and
after the withdrawal.

Asmany as 58 per cent of Dem-
ocrats and 53 per cent of inde-
pendent voters think that the war
in Afghanistan was a mistake,
while only 37 per cent of Republi-
cans share such an opinion.

The results are quite close to
poll readings over the past 20
years. However, in 2021 only
every fourth Republican said that
sending troops to Afghanistan
was a mistake.

The poll was conducted from
August 1-23, 2022 among 1,006
adults in all 50 US states and the
District of Columbia. The margin
of sampling error is +-4 percent-

W

prohibited government person-
nel from opening orlooking inside
any of the boxes” inside a storage
room in his Mar-a-Lago estate

during the June search.

“The government also devel-
oped evidence that government
records were likely concealed and
removed from the Storage Room
and that efforts were likely taken
to obstruct the government’s in-
vestigation,” the Justice Depart-
ment said in a filing to the US
District Court in the Southern
District of Florida.

- Intentional misleading of

investigators

| The Justice Department devel-

oped evidence to suggest more ma-
terials remained at the Palm Beach
estate, hidden away from the in-
vestigators intentionally.

A second search of the former

president’s home on August 8
marked a significant escalation in
the case.

The FBI seized another 33
boxes containing more than 100
classified records during the sec-
ond search of Mar-a-Lago, some
of which were marked as “top se-
cret.” The classification refers to
the country’s most closely-guard-
ed information.

A filing of the chronological
interaction between the Justice
Department and Trump repre-
sentatives describes that three
classified documents had been
stashed away in office drawers,
showing a strained relationship
over the discovery of classified in-
formation. ow

Ronald Reagan’s who ended up be-
coming a friend,” referring to ten-
sions between the Soviet Union
and the Untied States at the end of
the Cold War.

“Our thoughts and prayers go
out to the Gorbachev family and
the people of Russia.”

France, EU, UN remember
Gorbachev’s legacy

French President Emmanuel Ma-
cron expressed his condolences
and called Gorbachev “a man of
peace.” He went on to say that the
late statesman “opened up a path
of liberty for Russians.”

“[Gorbachev’s] commitment to
peace in Europe changed our shared
history,” France’s president said.

“Mikhail Gorbachevwas a trust-
ed and respected leader. He played
a crucial role to end the Cold War
and bring down the Iron Curtain.
It opened the way for a free Europe
... Thislegacy is one we will not for-
get,” European Commission Presi-
dent Ursula von der Leyen said.

“I always admired the courage
and integrity he showed in bring-
ing the Cold War to a peaceful
conclusion ... In a time of Putin’s
aggression in Ukraine, his tireless
commitment to opening up Soviet
society remains an example to us
all,” British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson said.

UN Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres said “I was deeply
saddened to learn of the passing
of Mikhail Gorbachev, a one-of-a
kind statesman who changed the
course of history.”

“He did more than any other in-
dividual to bring about the peace-
ful end of the Cold War. The world
has lost a towering global leader,
committed multilateralist, and
tireless advocate for peace,” the
UN chief said.

Russia’s Putin expresses
‘deepest condolences’
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Pesk-
ov told the Interfax news agency
that Russian President Vladimir
Putin expresses his “deepest
condolences,” and would “send a
telegram of condolences to Gor-
bachev’s family and friends.”

“Mikhail Gorbachev was a poli-
tician and statesman who had a
huge impact on the course of world
history,” Putin said. “He led our
country during a period of com-
plex, dramatic changes, and large-
scale foreign policy, economic and
societal challenges. He deeply un-
derstood that reforms were neces-
sary, and sought to offer his own
solutions to pressing issues.”

Peskov said that “many argue
about [Gorbachev’s] role, but the
fact that he was an extraordinary,
unique person is undeniable,” add-
ing that he gave an “impetus” for
the end of the Cold War.

Putin’s spokesperson said that
he believed Gorbachev wanted to
bring about an “eternal romantic
period” between a reformed Soviet
Union and the West. “This roman-
ticism did not materialize ... the
bloodthirstiness of our opponents
manifested itself. It’s good that we
understood this in time.” ow

Body of German man missing for
32 years found on Swiss glacier

BERLIN: The remains of a Ger-
man man who went missing while
hiking in 1990 were discovered
near the mountain resort commu-
nity of Zermatt, Switzerland. The
area is home to the imposing Mat-
terhorn peak, deep in the Alps.

Mountaineers discovered the
body, along with hiking equipment
on the Stockji glacier at the end of
July. Authorities then carried out
DNA testing and confirmed this
week that the remains were those
of a 27-year-old from the town of
Niirtingen, Baden-Wiirttemberg.

Swiss police said that the
shrinking of the glacier helped un-
earth the body of the man.

In an interview with The Swit-
zerland Times, mountaineer Luc
Lechanoine said he and a fellow
climber, who were on a tour of the

Stockji glacier, first spotted sev-
eral colored things on a stone and
became worried.

“It was clear to us that these
things do not have a natural ori-
gin. So we decided to take a closer
look at these items. So we went
down, also to find out if there was
still someone there and if we could
help them,” Lechanoine said.

They then found the equipment
and the man’s body near to it.

“The clothes were neon colored
and in the style of the 80s,” the hik-
er said, adding that the body was
mummified and slightly damaged
“but still complete.”

The group descended to Zer-
matt where they provided police
with a photo and the exact loca-
tion, which helped authorities
quickly retrieve the body. ow

age points at the 95 per cent con-
fidence level.

The Taliban took power in
Afghanistan in August of 2021,
triggering the collapse of the US-
backed government and acceler-
ating American troop pullout. On
August 31, 2021, US forces com-
pleted their withdrawal from the
country, ending the 20-year-long
military presence.

Last month, the United Na-
tions Assistance Mission in Af-
ghanistan (UNAMA) released a
report outlining the human rights
situation in Afghanistan since
the Taliban takeover.

The report summarises UNA-
MA’s findings with regards to
the protection of civilians, ex-
trajudicial killings, torture and
ill-treatment, arbitrary arrests
and detentions, the rights of
women and girls in Afghanistan,
fundamental freedoms and the
situation in places of detention.
The report also contains recom-
mendations to both the de facto
authorities and the international
community.

Despite an overall, significant
reduction in armed violence, be-
tween mid-August 2021 and mid-
June 2022, UNAMA recorded
2106 civilian casualties. ant
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Busy day ahead for Barca, others
on last day of transfer window

The Catalan club

is still looking

to bring in two
full-backs, with
Chelsea’s Marcos
Alonso predicted to
complete a transfer

MADRID: Wednesday promises
to see a sprint finish to the end of
the summer transfer window in La
Liga, with FC Barcelona leading
the charge.

The Catalan club is still look-
ing to bring in two full-backs, with
Chelsea’s Marcos Alonso predict-
ed to complete a transfer that has

dragged on all summer.

Coach Xavi Hernandez has
also made clear he wants to sign
a right-back, with Borussia Dort-
mund’s Thomas Meunier the fa-
vorite, although Arsenal’s Hector
Bellerin has also been mentioned

as a possible Plan B if Barca fail to
meet Dortmund’s terms.

However, Barcelona’s financial
situation means that before any
players come in, others have toleave.

Striker Pierre-Emerick Au-
bameyang, who is currently stay-

ing in a hotel after he was assault-
ed and robbed at home on Sunday
night, is expected to complete a
move to Chelsea, while Barca are
also keen to offload Memphis De-
pay, despite a proposed move to
Juventus seemingly growing cold.

Swiatek easily advances, Emma
Raducanu’s title defence ends

NEW YORK: Top-seed Iga
Swiatek of Poland defeated Italy’s
Jasmine Paolini, while reigning
champion Emma Raducanu end-
ed her title defence after losing to
Alize Cornet of France in the first
round of the US Open on Tuesday.

Swiatek swept past Paolini 6-3,
6-0 in just 67 minutes. After this
win, the French Open champion
has become the youngest player
to win 45 Grand Slam main draw
matches since Caroline Wozniacki
did so at the 2011 Australian Open.

The 21-year-old Pole will now
take on Sloane Stephens of the
United States, who rallied past
Belgium’s Greet Minnen after be-
ing one set down.

Emma Raducanu’s title defense
at the US Open ended after los-
ing 6-3, 6-3 to Alize Cornet, who
broke the women’s singles record
for Grand Slam main draw ap-
pearances with 63.

“Really sad to leave here. It’s
probably my favorite tourna-
ment,” said the 19-year-old Brit-
on, who became the third female
defending champion to lose in the
first round of the tournament.

“I'm going to drop down the
rankings and climb my way back
up. The target is off my back, I
have another chance to claw my
way back up there,” she added.

Cornet will next meet Katerina
Siniakova of the Czech Republic,

who eliminated American Taylor
Townsend.

Meanwhile, fourth-seeded
Paula Badosa reached the second
round after beating Ukraine’s
Lesia Tsurenko, while 42-year-
old Venus Williams was elimi-

‘We finished the game really
well: Afghanistan captain
after win over Bangladesh

DUBALI Following his side’s sev-
en-wicket win over Bangladesh
at the ongoing Asia Cup 2022,
Afghanistan captain Mohammad
Nabi said that his side finished
the game well.

A late blitz from left-hander
Najibullah Zadran helped Af-
ghanistan secure direct qualifica-
tion to the Super Four phase of the
ongoing Asia Cup 2022 as he hita
flurry of sixes to help his team de-
feat Bangladesh by seven wickets
in a Group B tie on Tuesday.

“Everyone knows both Mujeeb
and Rashid are world-class bowl-
ers. They again showed their tal-
ent and ability. We plan to take
early wickets to be ahead in the
game. Everyone knows that we

have power hitters in our team.
We finished the game really well.
Gurbaz tried a lot but couldn’t hit
them well. Shakib bowled bril-
liantly,” said Nabi in a post-match
presentation.

Coming to the match, Bangla-
desh won the toss and opted to
bat first. Top-class bowling spells
by pacer Mujeeb ur Rahman and
spinner Rashid Khan helped Af-
ghanistan restrict Bangladesh to
a sub-par 127/7 despite a fighting
knock by Mosaddek Hossain (48%).

Afghan bowlers restricted
Bangladesh to 53/5 with some
superb bowling. Fighting knocks
from Mosaddek Hossain (48%)
Mahmudullah (25) helped Bang-
ladesh attain a respectable score.

Rashid Khan (3/22) and Mujeeb
Ur Rahman (3/16) proved diffi-
cult for Bangladesh.

Chasing 128, Afghanistan did
not have a good start and were
struggling at 65/3 with the fi-
nal six overs to go. Then, the duo
of Ibrahim Zadran (42%) and
Najibullah Zadran (43*) let loose
their arms and chased the target
with nine balls to go.

Mosaddek Hossain (1/12) was
the leading bowler for Bangladesh.
Shakib and Saifuddin took one
wicket each. Mujeeb ur Rahman
received the ‘Man of the Match’
award for his match-winning spell.

India will take on Hong Kong in
their second Asia Cup match on
Wednesday. am

nated by Belgium’s Alison Van
Uytvanck.

On the men’s side, 22 times
Grand Slam champion Rafael Na-
dal came back to beat Australian
wild card Rinky Hijikata 4-6, 6-2,
6-3, 6-3.

“I’'m very happy to be back. It’s
a long time since I played here,”
said the Spanish legend, who last
appeared at US Open in 2019 and
won that title, will next meet Ita-
ly’s Fabio Fognini.

Nadal’s compatriot Carlos Al-
caraz progressed after the retire-
ment of Sebastian Baez due to in-
jury after taking the first two sets
7-5,7-5, and leading the third 2-0.

The 19-year-old rising star’s
next opponent will be Federico
Coria of Argentina, who knocked
out Tallon Griekspoor of the
Netherlands in straight sets.

China’s Zheng Qinwen defeat-
ed former French Open champion
Jelena Ostapenko 6-3, 3-6, 6-4,
while Yuan Yue swept past Aus-
tralian wildcard Jaimee Fourlis
6-3, 6-2 as both Chinese young-
sters took their first main draw
victories at the US Open. xinhua

Xavi has made it clear that he
doesn’t want Sergino Dest in his
squad and the American could move
to the Premier League, with Man-
chester United a possible destination.

Real Sociedad will continue to
make good use of the 70 million

euros they received from New-
castle United for Alexander Isak.
Alexander Sorloth returned to the
San Sebastian-based outfit for a
second season on loan two days
ago, and Almeria’s Nigerian for-
ward Umar Sadiq should complete
a 20 million euro transfer before
the market closes.

Real Sociedad are also negoti-
ating to bring wing-back Alvaro
Odriozola back from Real Madrid,
four years after he moved to the
capital. Real Sociedad are reported
to be negotiating a loan deal, al-
though Madrid would prefer a per-
manent transfer for a player who is
not in Carlo Ancelotti’s plans.

There is also interest to see what
could happen with Real Madrid’s
Marcos Asensio, who is out of con-
tract at the end of the season and
another player Ancelotti would al-
low to leave. Finally, former Real
Sociedad winger Adnan Januzaj is
in Seville to complete a move to Se-
villa, with Sevilla’s Lucas Ocampos
on the verge of amove to Ajax. xmhua

Petkovic announces
her retirement
after US Open loss

WASHINGTON: Former World
No. 9 Andrea Petkovic played her
last Grand Slam match on Tues-
day, losing to World No. 13 Belinda
Bencic 6-4, 2-6, 6-4 in the first
round of the US Open.

Petkovic, 34, announced her
plans to retire after the US Open.
“I was glad that it ended like this,
with Belinda, somebody I love and
respect so much,” Petkovic told re-
porters after the match.

“AlsothatIcould bringtothelast
match everything that I brought
to my career, which was grit and
tenacity and just respect for the
game and for my opponents,” she
added.

“I think for me I still love the
game, still have a tremendous
amount of passion for the game,”
Petkovic said.

“It’s more the body that is not al-
lowing me to play tennis anymore
in a way that I want to play it, train
the way I want to train, just play a
full season really,” said the former
World No. 9 Petkovic.

“The last four weeks I've just

been playing with painkillers and
anti-inflammatories. That was
just the part that made me decide
not to continue anymore, not the
lack of passion or want for the
game. So I think that was the sad-
dest part in a way,” Petkovic said.

“I feel this is something that was
happening the last two years. This
yearitkind of settled. We now have
the stars who are going to be the
future who are settling into their
footprints, like Swiatek, Sakkari,
Bencic, Badosa, all these players
who belong at the top and who will
shape the narratives of the sportin
the future,” she added. ant

India and Pakistan fined
for maintaining slow
over-rate in Group A clash

DUBALI Both India and Pakistan
have been fined 40 per cent of their
match fees for maintaining a slow
over-rate in their Group A match of
the Asia Cup on Sunday, August 28.

Jeff Crowe of the Emirates ICC
Elite Panel of Match Referees im-
posed the sanctions after Rohit
Sharma and Babar Azam’s sides
were ruled to be two overs short of
their respective targets after time
allowances were taken into con-
sideration.

In accordance with Article 2.22
of the ICC Code of Conduct for
Players and Player Support Per-
sonnel, which relates to minimum
over-rate offences, players are
fined 20 per cent of their match
fees for every over their side fails
to bowl in the allotted time.

Both captains pleaded guilty to
the offence and accepted the pro-
posed sanction, so there was no
need for a formal hearing.

On-field umpires Masudur Rah-
man and Ruchira Pilliyaguruge,
third umpire Raveendra Wimala-
siri and fourth umpire Gazi Sohel
levelled the charges.

Coming to the match, Pakistan
were bundled out for 147 in 19.5
overs. Opener Mohammed Rizwan
(43) and Iftikhar Ahmed (28) were
the only ones who could contrib-
ute something decent with the bat.

The pace and short-length deliv-
eries of Bhuvneshwar Kumar (4/26),
Hardik Pandya (3/25) and Arshdeep
Singh (2/33) and Avesh Khan (1/19)
blew away Pakistani batters and
wickets fell at aregular rate.

Chasing 148, Indialost KI. Rahul
for a duck in the very first over. Af-
ter this, Virat Kohli (35) anchored
the innings and formed a 49-run
stand with skipper Rohit Sharma
(12), who largely struggled at the
other end. Twin strikes from Mo-
hammed Nawaz, who took Sharma
and Kohli’s wickets restricted In-
diato 3/53.

Following this, a 36-run stand
between Ravindra Jadeja and
Suryakumar Yadav helped move
the scoreboard, before Suryaku-

mar fell to debutant Naseem Shah
for 18. A 52-run stand between
Jadeja (35) and Hardik Pandya
(83*) followed, which took India
close to a win and in-form Pandya
finished the proceedings with a six
with two balls to spare, giving In-
dia a five-wicket win.

Nawaz (3/33) and Naseem Shah
(2/27) bowled really well for Pa-
kistan, though not enough to give
them a win. Pandya was adjudged
as ‘Man of the Match’ for his all-
round performance. ant
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OMAN CRUDE PRICE FALLS

The price of Oman oil has decreased,

with prices for delivery by October 2022
reaching $96.23, said Dubai Mercantile
Exchange (DME). The DME statement

said that the price of Oman oil fell by
$6.89 from the price of Tuesday, which
was $103.12. - ona
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MBX INDEX ENDS HIGHER

The MSX index closed at 4,585.3 points,
up by 0.19 per cent from the previous close.
The Sharia Index ended up by 0.06 per
cent at 489.56 points. Gulf International
Chemicals, up 9.89 per cent, was the top
gainer while Voltamp Energy, down 5.17

per cent, was the top loser.

Fitch upgrades OETC’s
rating to BB+ Stable

The increase of
Oman Electricity
Transmission
Company’s ratings
to ‘BB+’ reflects the
company’s stability
and profitability

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Fitch Ratings an-
nounced the upgrade of Oman
Electricity Transmission Com-
pany (OETC), a member of Nama
Group, Long-Term Foreign-Cur-
rency Issuer Default Rating (IDR)
to ‘BB+ from ‘BB’

The increase of OETC’s ratings
to ‘BB+ reflects the company’s sta-
bility and profitability.

The “Fitch” credit rating agency
has identified several main factors
that resulted in the rating of Oman
Electricity Transmission Compa-
ny, including the positive financial
performance and assets owned by
the company.

Commenting on this achieve-
ment, Eng. Saleh Al Rumhi, CEO
of Oman Electricity Transmis-
sion Company, stated, “This is a
big milestone for OETC, and we
are proud of the company for the
increase of the credit rating to

the same degree as the Sultan-
ate’s credit rating, which came as
aresult of the improvement of the
company’s independent credit
record, following a financial and
organisational restructuring of
the electricity sector under the
umbrella of Oman Investment
Authority.”

Eng. Al Rumhi added that rais-
ingthe company’s credit rating will
increase its competitiveness to at-
tract investors. He stressed that
the classification would enhance
the company’s future strategic

plans in line with the company’s
new vision to reach globalization
with a world-class smart trans-
mission grid by 2030, which would
contribute to improving the credit
rating of the Sultanate of Oman.
This important achievement will
enable the company to further
contribute to achieving the goals
of the “Oman 2040 Vision” related
to the energy and renewable en-
ergy sectors.

Oman Electricity Transmission
Company is the only company re-
sponsible for the transmission and

Nizwa Industrial City inks pact
to set up project worth OMRG6mn

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Nizwa Industrial City,
which falls under the umbrella
of the Public Establishment for
Industrial Estates (Madayn), has
signed an investment pact with
Asas Drilling Solutions to set up a
project for manufacturing, repair
and maintenance services for ma-
chinery and equipment used in the
oil and gas industry.

The project will be established
on an area exceeding 14,000 sqm
with an investment value touching
OMRG6 million.

The agreement was signed by
Ahmed Al Hajri, Director-Gen-
eral of Nizwa Industrial City and
Khalid Al Busaidi, project owner.

Commenting on the project, Al
Hajri said that this value-adding
project will serve the oil and gas
industries, promote their growth,

and provide them with a wide
range of advanced tools and equip-
ment that are used in drilling oil
and gas wells.

Al Hajri added that Madayn is
currently developing the infra-
structure as part of the expansion

project in phases 3 and 4 in Nizwa
Industrial City on an area of one
million sqm.

Most of the road connection
works, electrical connections, and
remaining excavation works are
currently being completed.

control of electricity in the north-
ern Sultanate’s network and alsoin
the Governorate of Dhofar, where
electricity is transferred from
production stations to distributed
load centres in all governorates of
the Sultanate. The transmission
network operates at a voltage of
132 kV and above, to cover most of
the governorates of the Sultanate,
whether in the north or the south.
OETC also manages the intercon-
nection lines between the Sultan-
ate and the Gulf interconnection
network with a voltage of 220 kV.

Oil prices inch
higher as US fuel
inventories fall,
dollar weakens

OKLAHOMA: Oil prices recov-
ered slightly on Wednesday as
data pointed to firm fuel demand
in the United States, providing
respite after a 5 per cent drop
a day earlier on fear of demand
suffering from increased China
COVID-19 curbs and central
bank interest rate hikes.

US West Texas Intermediate
(WTI) crude futures jumped 85
cents, or 0.9 per cent, to $92.49
a barrel at 04:56 GMT, after slid-
ing $5.37 in the previous session
driven by recession fears.

Brent crude futures for Octo-
ber, due to expire on Wednesday,
climbed 70 cents, or 0.7 per cent,
to $100.01 a barrel, trimming
Tuesday’s $5.78 loss.

The more active November
contract was up 93 cents, or 1 per
cent, at $98.77 a barrel.

The price swings since the
Ukraine conflict began six
months ago have rattled hedge
funds and speculators and
thinned trading, which in turn
has made the market whipsaw
even more, as seen on Tuesday.

“T can’t stress, the low liquidity
means were in for some volatile
moves,” said Commonwealth Bank
commodities analyst Vivek Dhar.

Supporting market sentiment
on Wednesday, data from the
American Petroleum Institute
(API) showed gasoline inven-
tories fell by about 3.4 million
barrels, while distillate stocks,
which include diesel and jet fuel,

fell by about 1.7 million barrels
for the week ended August 26.

The drawdown in gasoline
stockpiles was nearly triple the
1.2 million barrel drop that eight
analysts polled by Reuters had
expected on average. For distil-
late inventories, they had expect-
ed a drop of about 1 million bar-
rels, according to Reuters.

However, API data showed
crude stocks rose by about
593,000 barrels, against analysts’
estimates of a drop of around 1.5
million barrels.

A slightly weaker US dollar also
shored up the market, with oil
consequently being cheaper for
buyers holding other currencies.

Price gains were capped by wor-
ries that some of China’s biggest
cities - from Shenzhen to Dalian -
are imposing lockdowns and busi-
ness closures to curb COVID-19
atatime when the world’s second-
biggest economy is already expe-
riencing weak growth. -sna

Al Maha signs agreement with Port
of Dugm for bunkering services

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Al Maha Petroleum
Marketing Company signed an
agreement with the Port of Dugm
Company to provide bunkering
services for marine vessels.

As part of Oman’s Vision 2040
to diversify the economy, includ-
ing marine and logistics services,
this agreement is also the fulfil-
ment of a long-term vision for Al
Maha to be a refuelling service
provider to all industries in Oman.

Speaking at the occasion, Eng.
Hamed Al Maghdri, CEO of Al
Maha Petroleum said, “This
agreement with the Port of Dugm
Company is part of our vision to
be customer-centric in all our
activities and has been the culmi-
nation of many months of effort
from both parties.

“This is a vision come true

Ensoavonng 1o be the most
prodeimed port ol the reguon

for Al Maha, and we will soon be
able to deliver bunkering services
safely, on time, and with the best
quality products to our customers
current and future. We thank the
Port of Dugm Company for their
trust in Al Maha Petroleum Mar-
keting company.”

Accordingly, Al Maha seeks to
develop the infrastructure and
national manpower capabilities
to provide the best bunkering ser-
vices to vessels of all types calling
at the Port of Dugm which is stra-
tegically located alongside some of
the world’s busiest shipping lanes.

Foreign investors
turn net buyers in
India for second
straight month

NEW DELHLI: Foreign portfolio
investors (F'PIs) have turned net
buyers in Indian equity markets
for two consecutive months.

Till early July, foreign portfolio
investors (FPIs) had been selling
equities in the Indian markets for
the past nine-to-ten months due
to various reasons. Tightening
of monetary policy in advanced
economies including rising de-
mand for dollar-denominated
commodities, and strength in the
US dollar had triggered a consist-
ent outflow of funds from Indian
markets. Investors typically pre-
fer stable markets in times of high
market uncertainty.

Further, consistent deprecia-
tion of the rupee as well as de-
pleting Indian foreign exchange
reserves too had a bearing on
the weak market sentiments.

For the record, FPIs have
pulled out overall Rs 168,798
crore so far in 2022, NSDL data
showed. -ant
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MSX index

ends higher

Gulf International Chemicals, up 9.89 per

cent, was the top gainer while Voltamp

Energy, down 5.17 per cent, was the top loser

MUSCAT: The MSX index
closed at 4,585.3 points, up by
0.19 per cent from the previous
close. The Sharia Index ended up
by 0.06 per cent at 489.56 points.
Gulf International Chemicals, up
9.89 per cent, was the top gainer
while Voltamp Energy, down 5.17
per cent, was the top loser. Shares
of Al Anwar Investment were the
most active in terms of the num-
ber of shares traded while Na-
tional Gas were the most active
in terms of turnover.

A total number of 918 trades
were executed during the day’s
trading session, generating a
turnover of OMRZ2.26 million,
with more than 14.06 million
shares changing hands.

Out of 52 traded securities, 21
advanced, 14 declined, and 17 re-
mained unchanged.

At the session close, GCC &
Arab investors were net sell-
ers for OMR365000 while
foreign investors were net
buyers for OMRZ215,000, fol-
lowed by domestic investors for
OMR150,000 worth of shares.

Financial Index closed at
7,351.08 points, up 0.17 per cent.
Prices of Al Anwar Investment,
Al Madina Takaful, Oman Arab
Bank, National Bank Oman and
Al Shargia Investment were up
by 3.66 per cent, 3.37 per cent,
2.5 per cent, 1.89 per cent and

1.16 per cent respectively. Prices
of Bank Dhofar, Takaful Oman,
Oman United Insurance and
Oman & Emirates Investment
were down by 3.57 per cent, 2.17
per cent, 1.72 per cent and 1.14
per cent respectively.

Industrial Index closed at
6,518.98 points, down 0.23 per
cent. Prices of Gulf International
Chemicals, National Aluminium,
Galfar Engineering and A’Saffa
Foods were up by 9.89 per cent,
4.55 per cent, 1.85 per cent and
1.33 per cent respectively. Prices
of Voltamp Energy, Jazeera Steel
Products, Oman Fisheries, Gulf
Mushroom Products and Al An-
war Ceramics were down by 5.17
per cent, 2.67 per cent, 2.52 per
cent, 0.79 per cent and 0.48 per
cent respectively.

Services Index was up by 0.97
per cent before closing at 1,675.1
points. Prices of Shargiyah De-
salination, Dhofar Generating,
Sembcorp Salalah, Renaissance
Services and Oman Telecom
were up by 9.17 per cent, 9.09 per
cent, 5.71 per cent, 2.38 per cent
and 2.22 per cent respectively.
Prices of Al Suwadi Power,
Phoenix Power, Oman National
Engineering and Al Jazeera
Services were down by 2.27 per
cent, 2.22 per cent, 0.92 per cent
and 0.35 per cent respectively.

— United Securities
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NEW YORK: Europe has em-
braced roughly 20 floating termi-
nals that would receive liquefied
natural gas from other countries
and convert it into heating fuel.

Yet the plan, with the first float-
ing terminals set to deliver natural
gas by year’s end, has raised alarms
among scientists who fear the
long-term consequences for the
environment.

They warn that these terminals
would perpetuate Europe’s reli-
ance on natural gas, which releas-
es climate-warming methane and
carbon dioxide when it’s produced,
transported, and burned.

Some scientists say they worry
that the floating terminals will end
up becoming a long-term supplier
of Europe’s vast energy needs that
could last years, if not decades.

Such atrend could set back emis-
sion-reduction efforts that experts
say haven’t moved fast enough to
slow the damage being done to the
global environment, the Associated
Press (AP) reported.

Much of the liquefied natural
gas, or LNG, that Europe hopes to
receive is expected to come from

the United States.

Along the US Gulf Coast, ex-
port terminals are expanding and
many residents are alarmed about
the rise in drilling for gas and the
resulting loss of land as well as ex-
treme weather changes associated
with burning fossil fuels.

“Building this immense LNG in-
frastructure will lock the world into
continued reliance on fossil fuels
and continued climate damage for
decades to come,” said John Ster-

0.250.

0.248. 10,401,318

0.087.
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0.115

0.115. 0.100...... 21,121,094

0.135.

0.135.

..0.100...404,507,444

0.110

0.105.

..0.100.......8,954,303

man, a climate scientist at the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology.

The terminals, which tower
over homes and stretch nearly
1,000 feet (304 meters), can
store roughly 6 billion cubic feet
(170,000 cubic meters) of LNG
and convert it into gas for homes
and businesses.

They can be built faster and
more cheaply than onshore import
terminals, though they’re costlier
to operate, according to the Inter-

Europe’s plan for floating gas terminals raises climate fears

national Gas Union.

Many environmental scientists
argue that the money being ear-
marked for the ships — which cost
about $500 million each to build,
according to Rystad — would be
better spent on rapidly adopting
clean-energy or efficiency up-
grades that could reduce energy
consumption.

Germany, among FEurope’s
strongest advocates for the float-
ing LNG terminals, is expecting
five of the ships and has commit-
ted roughly 3 billion euros to the
effort, according to Global Energy
Monitor. Germany has also ap-
proved a law to fast-track the ter-
minals’ development, suspending
the requirement for environmen-
tal assessments.

Susanne Ungrad, a spokeswom-
an for Germany’s Economy and
Energy Ministry, noted that efforts
are being made to lower methane
emissions in exporting countries
like the United States.

She said that in pursuing the
construction of LNG terminals,
Europe authorities will conduct
comprehensive assessments. -ena

Omantel brings top Fifa champions in Middle
East to compete in e-sport tournament

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Omantel continues its
quest to enable e-sports in Oman.
On Saturday, the company host-
ed a prestigious e-sports event,
Omantel Fifa 22 Tournament, in
Salalah, Dhofar.

Top players from the Middle
East were in for a strong competi-
tion, where they unleashed their
full potential.

Demonstrating Omantel’s abil-
ity to host a major regional e-
sports event, the tournament at-
tracted fans of the Fifa game, Fifa
champions, and Gaming in gener-
al. In addition, the event reflected
Omantel’s continuous commit-
ment and support towards the
advancement that circulates the
e-sports industry in Oman. This
was an important opportunity for
the Fifa e-sports champions and
fans to come together.

Building up to the flying start to
the launch of Omantel’s e-sports
platform that has been initiated
with PlayHera Mena, the tourna-
ment was an opportunity for pas-
sionate gamers to showcase their
talents and meet the legends.
Eng. Aladdin Baitfadhil, Chief
Commercial Officer at Omantel
commented, “We were extremely
delighted to host such a reputable
Fifa tournament with only the
elites. We see the event as a plat-
form for champions across the
Middle East to gather and show-
case their competitive talents. It

is also an occasion to thrust Oman
into the limelight as a country that
works towards the progress and
development of the gaming and e-
sports industry.

“In addition, it is an opportuni-
ty for young fans to share the stage
with talented e-sports players in
the heart of Salalah. Owing to the
enormous popularity of e-sports
all around the world, we hope our
youth would avail such tourna-
ments and turn them into oppor-
tunities to grow and compete re-
gionally and internationally.”

Following intense competition
between the champions, Abdul-
lah Mohammed Al Raish, a Fifa
Champion from Kuwait, succeed-
ed in claiming first place, while the
runners-up position was achieved
by Mohammed Fawzi Hothan
from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
Saleh Al Ghassani from the Sul-

tanate of Oman won third place.

Abdullah Mohammed Al Raish,
Fifa Champion from Kuwait, re-
flected on the professional organi-
sation of the tournament as he
stated, “I was really impressed by
the detailed and well-thought-out
event planning, from welcoming
us to providing all the necessary
tools to compete and showcase
our skills to the fans. The e-sports
industry is developing rapidly in
the Middle East; thus, it was ex-
tremely important to participate
in this tournament, especially in
such welcoming conditions here
in Salalah.”

Fahad Abdul Rahman Al-
Hasani, Omani Fifa Champion,
illustrated the significance of
hosting such tournaments in the
region as he commented, “The
gaming industry is continuously
evolving all around the world, as

such, it is vital to be aligned with
this revolution here in the Mid-
dle East, to allow young and tal-
ented gamers to showcase their
skills and build careers around
the industry. The event was a
huge success for me, not only for
competing with fellow talented
players, but because of the unity,
gathering, and interaction with
e-sports fans.”

Omantel is the Sultanate’s first
and leading integrated telecom-
munications services provider,
enabling the digital society to
flourish, allowing new ways of
doing business and delivering a
world of information, news, and
entertainment. While striving to
ensure optimum customer satis-
faction, Omantel plays akey social
role to provide the required sup-
port and assistance to all sectors
of Omani society.
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TUCKED HIGH UP
THE MOUNTAIN OF
BURGENSTOCK WITH
A SEAMLESS 360
DEGREE PANORAMIC
VISTA OF LAKE
LUCERNE AND THE
ENIGMATIC ALPS, IS
THE BURGENSTOCK
RESORT LAKE
LUCERNE UNFOLDING
ITS LUXURIOUSLY
IMPECCABLE AND
UNIQUE HOSPITALITY,
THAT’S GENEROUSLY
COATED WITH

THE ABUNDANCE

OF NATURE THAT
SURROUNDS.

Rahul Das | rahuldas@timesofoman.com

rom chocolates and
fondue to watches,
from turquoise
blue lakes and
green valleys to the
towering snow-capped heights
of the Alps, the Swissness of
each never fails to inspire those
consumed by wanderlust.

The chamomiles and million
more wildflowers filled green
Swiss meadows beckons ro-
mantic strolls, refreshing hikes
and cheery picnic-time on a
sunny summer afternoon.

The rich, deep chime of tre-
icheln hanging from the cow’s
neck echoes through the dis-
tant undulated countryside,
ringing its century-old Swiss
traditional folklores and the
farmers’ cultural beliefs.

Winning the hearts of its
listeners, the subtle mellow
tune of the traditional wind
instrument shaped like a horn
with cornet- like mouthpiece
- the alphorn - the resonance
of which proudly stands as the
national symbol of intercom-
munication between the alpine
villages located far across, a call
to the cattle to return, ceremo-
nies and festivals.

The picturesque villages
and their idyllic location are
not only a grazing ground but
also bountiful with what is
recognised as ‘Swiss gourmet’
- the Apples. Enjoy them dur-
ing the fall when they are at
their juicy best.

The quaint mountain ridges
descending into the valley and
valleys into the deep blue lakes,
exhibit the charming topogra-
phy of Switzerland, weaving its
natural elegance in every nook
and cranny.

18 km away from Lucerne’s
medieval quarter boasting its
650-year-old Chapel Bridge,
awaits one of the spectacular
mountain ridge of Switzerland
- Mt Burgenstock - with its
conifer-rich lush rolling land-
scape stretching over miles, of-
fers a breathtaking view of the
stunning crystal clear blue wa-
ters of Lake Lucerne and other
significant mountain peaks like
Mt. Pilatus.

Tucked high up the moun-
tain of Burgenstock with a
seamless 360 degree pano-
ramic vista of Lake Lucerne
and the enigmatic Alps, is the
Biirgenstock Resort Lake Lu-
cerne unfolding its luxuriously
impeccable and unique hospi-
tality, that’s generously coated
with the abundance of nature
that surrounds.

Biirgenstock Resort embod-
ies extravagant recreation with
a princely touch of Swiss style
cordiality.

Combining the heritage and
tradition that’s valued for over
centuries; tourists experienc-
ing the Burgenstock Resort
property can easily connect to
the natural treasure and plunge
into its man-made opulence.

A destination by itself, Biir-
genstock Resort is steeped in
the freshness of Swiss nature,
rich history and a list of emi-
nent clientele to its credit.

A picturesque one-hour
drive from Zurich takes you to
this amazing complex situated
on the 500 meters cliff above
Lake Lucerne and 900 meters
above sea level.

From Lucerne station, the
spectacular journey began. Our
arrival at the Blirgenstock Re-
sort through the charismatic
Lake Lucerne was on the “cat”
(catamaran boat). Hopping off
the “Cat” at Kehrsiten- Biir-
genstock ferry terminal, we
headed to recall the history
of Biirgenstock Resort’s land-
mark railway station dating
back to 1888 and is the oldest
electric funicular railways in
Switzerland.

As we stepped in the com-
partment of the funicular that
glided up the gradient, we were
swept by the scenic beauty of
the landscape below from in-
side till we reached the resort.

Amustvisitplace inyourlife-
time with its exclusive views

replete in serenity of nature
soaked in luxury and history.

Franz Josef Bucher and
Josef Durrer were the brave
pioneers of the Biirgenstock
Resort.

In 1871, they bought the re-
sort property on the Blirgen-
berg ridge.

To this day, “The Future has
a Past” is the core philosophy at
Biirgenstock Resort, blending
classic Swiss heritage, innova-
tive planning and intelligent
leading design.

The resort heralds a new era
in Swiss hospitality. Modern
and rational is found across the
four luxury hotels, whilst the
resort boasts of a fascinating
heritage dating back to 1873.

This location has always
been a lure to celebrities, from
Sophia Loren, Charlie Chap-
lin, Sean Connery and in 1951
Audrey Hepburn was married
in the Blirgenstock Chapel.

Inthe present day, the Resort
is owned by Katara Hospitality,
a global hotel owner, developer
and operator, based in Qatar.
With 50 years of experience in
the industry, Katara Hospitali-

ty actively pursues its strategic
expansion plans by investing in
iconic properties in key inter-
national markets.

The Biirgenstock Resort,
known as a miraculous hidea-
way, has hosted numerous
personalities and boasts of the
funicular railway and the Ham-
metschwand Lift, Europe’s
largest outdoor lift.

The Biirgenstock Resort
aims to be a destination in it-
self, with 10 restaurants, bars
and lounges, you’ll be spoilt for
dining options.

Boasting of a 149-year her-
itage, the Blirgenstock Resort
comprises 3 luxury hotels, 69
private residences, a Health &
Medical Centre as well as un-
paralleled wellness and leisure
facilities.

From plush rooms, innumer-
able activities, sumptuous res-
taurants serving healthy men-
us to indulging its client in one
of the world’s most pampered
spa treatments, the resort
knows what makes Switzer-
land classy and superior that
makes their guests shout-out
‘excelsior!”
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Chess tent set up in
Russia’s Vladivostok to
promote chess culture
People play chess at a
chess tent in Vladiv-
ostok, Russia. A chess
tent was setup on a
street in Vladivostok to
promote chess culture.
Chess fans can play for
free and get guidance
from professional tutors.
— Xinhua

Mediterranean
jellyfish seen in
seashore of Pula,
Croatia

A Mediterra-
nean jellyfish is
pictured in the
seashore of Pula,
Croatia. — xinhua

Historic US library
hosts Mid-Autumn
Festival celebration
A visitor takes photos
during a celebration
for the traditional
Chinese Mid-Autumn
Festival in the Hun-
tington Library in Los
Angeles, the United
States. The historic
Huntington Library,
Art Collections, and
Botanical Gardens in
Los Angeles County
held a grand celebra-
tion for the traditional
Chinese Mid-Autumn
Festival. — xinhua
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Netflix Films Day
event

Bollywood actors
Sunny Kaushal, Yami
Gautam, and Sharad
Kelkar attend the Netf-
lix Films Day event, in
Mumbai. — an1 pheto
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Hydrogen technology innovation exhibition
held in Goyang, South Korea

Visitors look at models of hydrogen
production, storage and transportation at the
H2 MEET hydrogen technology innovation
exhibition in Goyang, South Korea. — xinhua

Lebanon’s classic car enthusiasts deck out
gems of collections

People visit a classic car exhibition in Aley,
Mount Lebanon Governorate, Lebanon. Over 65
classic car owners gathered in Aley, a city in
Mount Lebanon, showcasing their vehicles at an
exhibition, where vintage collections from 1945
to 1978 parked in the city square drew the atten-
tion of many passers-by. — xinhua

Reviving past glory of Bangla-
deshi Jamdani saree

Weavers make the Jamdani
saree on looms in Narayanganj,
Bangladesh. — xinhua
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Bank

The event
underscored the
importance of
strengthening sports
infrastructure across
Oman and also

saw an exhibition
match between

two local teams

on the occasion

MUSCAT: In line with the bank’s
commitment to community devel-
opment and promoting Oman as a
sporting nation, Bank Muscat, the
leading financial services provider
in the Sultanate, continues to com-
plete new Green Sports Fields for
youth sports teams across the Sul-
tanate of Oman.

Recently, the bank handed over
a newly-developed Green Sports
field to the Al Etihad Al Gharbi
team from the Wilayat of Nizwa.
The event was held in the presence
of Sheikh Rashid Said Al Kalbani,
the Wali of Nizwa, and a number
of sheikhs and team members. The
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Muscat inaugurates new
Green Sports field in Nizwa

event underscored the importance
of strengthening sports infrastruc-
ture across Oman and also saw an
exhibition match between two lo-

cal teams on the occasion.

Juma Khamis Al Yaqoubi, Re-
gional Manager, Al Dakhliyah,
Bank Muscat congratulated the Al

Etihad Al Gharbi team in Nizwa
for the successful completion of
the project.

This is amajor achievement that
will contribute to enhancing the
facilities and infrastructure for the
team. He hopes that the new facil-
ity would help the Al Etihad team
rise to greater heights, improve
community bonding and harness
the talent of Omani youth. He also
asked the team management to
maintain the project and ensure
that they developed it further in
the future.

Speaking on the occasion, Sulie-
man Said Ambusaidi, Al Etihad
Al Gharbi team, Nizwa, said, “We
thank Bank Muscat for having
selected the Al Etihad team as
a winner of this excellent pro-
gramme that is helping develop

Omani talent. There is absolutely
no doubt in our minds that with
the implementation of the new
lighting system, the team is all set
to significantly improve its sport-
ing prowess and capabilities. We
look forward to a time when more
of our young talents are playing at
the highest level of sports thanks
to the high-quality facilities which
are available to them now.”

The scope of support under the
programme includes the instal-
lation of artificial turf or natural
grass on sports fields, floodlighting
and water-desalination systems.

Bank Muscat’s longest-running
CSR programme has been greatly
contributing to further build-
ing Omani sporting talent by
creating a pipeline of talented
players who can represent the

country at all levels in the future.

In 2021, the bank increased the
number of annual beneficiaries on
the occasion of the flagship CSR
programme’s 10th Anniversary.
Continuing the optimistic trend,
the bank recently announced the
20 winners for this year. It is a
matter of great encouragement
that the Green Sports programme
has benefitted 163 teams and over
50,000 team members across the
Sultanate of Oman so far.

Through the 2022 edition of this
flagship CSR programme, Bank
Muscat has further strengthened
its pioneering role in the field of
social responsibility and sustain-
ability, and its continuous drive to
develop modern sports infrastruc-
ture across Oman in the spirit of the
Public-Private Partnership model.

Do more on each Bestpayment gateway service in Oman
journey with
powerful Ford
Bronco SUV

MUSCAT: Ford’s powerful and
capable Bronco SUV is built to
be a better companion on varied
terrains. The Bronco exceeds ex-
pectations, standing out to deliver
some of the finest driving experi-
ences on or off the road.

The Bronco is available as a
Bronco two-door, first-ever Bron-
co four-door model and all-new
rugged, small SUV, Bronco Sport
- the only domestic brand of SUVs
with standard 4x4.

Engineered to make you push all
limits is the all-4x4 Bronco brand
that is Built Wild and ready to de-
liver thrilling experiences. Just
like the first-generation Bronco,
the all-new Bronco delivers maxi-
mum 4x4 go-anywhere, anytime
capability and confidence.

Backing your exploration activi-
ties and allowing you to make the
most of off-road journeys is the off-
road mapping and drive technolo-
gies. While it’s Built Wild, durabil-
ity makes for lasting performance
in the harshest of conditions.

Bronco’s advanced four-wheel-
drive technology is at the core of
its off-road capabilities and the
heart of it all is Bronco’s exclusive
Terrain Management System with
G.0.AT. Modes that is designed to
help drivers better navigate any
type of terrain.

Up to seven driver-selectable
modes are offered including Nor-
mal, Eco, Sport, Slippery and Sand,
with Baja, Mud/Ruts and Rock
Crawl for off-road driving.

Available segment-first Trail
Toolbox gives Bronco owners a
suite of exclusive technologies
to elevate their off-road experi-
ence. This includes Trail Control

- cruise control for low-speed trail
driving, while Trail Turn Assist
tightens off-road turning radiuses
through torque vectoring, and the
innovative Trail One-Pedal Drive
acceleration/braking control
makes for more precise and con-
fident slow-mode rock crawling.
Segment-leading levels of off-road
capability are possible thanks to
Bronco’s available best-in-class
11.6-inch ground clearance, maxi-
mum 26.3-degree break over angle
and 37-degree departure angle,
plus best-in-class water fording
capability of up to 33.5 inches.

Thanks to Bronco’s legend-
ary Baja racing DNA, each model
brings forth a thrilling off-road
experience and delivers it with a
modern, heritage-inspired style.
To deliver thrilling high-speed off-
roading and overall driving perfor-
mance, every Bronco comes with
an independent front suspension
for improved control, confidence
and comfort.

Race-bred EcoBoost engines
and a 10-speed automatic trans-
mission give the all-new Bronco
the optimal combination of power,
torque and gear range to perform
in a wide variety of terrains and
uses. Best-in-class projected gas-
oline-powered horsepower and
torque are available with the 2.7-1i-
tre EcoBoost V6 engine, which is
projected to produce 310 horse-
power and 400 lb.-ft. of torque,
while the 2.3-litre EcoBoost is tar-
geted to deliver best-in-class four-
cylinder torque of 310 Ib.-ft. with
an expected 270 horsepower.

In Oman, Ford vehicles are
brought to you by Arabian Car
Marketing Co.

MUSCAT: It’s hard to believe how
much the world has changed, post-
Covid-19. When we talk about
technology alone, and its usage and
applicability, the entire ecosystem
has transformed, marking a dra-
matic shift towards digital trans-
formation and digital adoption.

Seeing how brands and even
consumers are leveraging technol-
ogy right now, it’s only inevitable
that digital will completely take
over the globe in the coming years.

For a country like Oman, where
people were usually accustomed
to traditional methods of trans-
acting and shopping, there’s an
immense increase in the adop-
tion of digital payments or online
payments in general. The govern-
ment of Oman is also pushing to
drive digital transformation in the
country, as seen by other coun-
tries in the Middle East.

There are alot of payment gate-
way services in Oman today, and
we’re going to be covering the
best payment gateway service in
Oman for you.

Importance of payment
gateways in Oman

The Coronavirus pandemic was
a devastating global event. How-
ever, it resulted in a shift towards
online shopping, especially in
countries like Oman.

This forced the customers to
get accustomed to payment gate-
way services, to the extent that
they don’t prefer going back to
older methods of payment.

Consumers in Oman are now
accustomed to payment gateway
services, whether it is for B2B or
B2C purposes. Payment gateway
services provide convenience to
its consumers, with a safe and
secure mechanism, transacted in
a matter of seconds. The fact that
Covid-19 was the trigger, which
made consumers in Oman realize
the usefulness of technology, and
ease of making payments online,
means that more efforts are be-
ing made by the government to
promote the Fintech sector and
online payment ecosystem.

Having said that, you must
know the best options for pay-
ment gateways in Oman.

Amazon Payment Services
(APS) - APS offers an excellent
solution for the common users
who look to transact through on-
line payment gateways in Oman.
It’s very simple and intuitive, with
mainstream adaption in Oman.
The service extends an array of
payment features to its partners.
There are onboard convenience
features coupled with a simple
Ul framework, with all relevant
tutorials and resources to accom-
modate smooth payment transac-
tions. The best feature of APS is
its security protocols with com-
partmentalised authorisation at

every stage of the payment pro-
cess, making it the most viable
payment gateway option in Oman.
If you're looking for a top-notch
payment gateway in Oman, APS
sits at the top.

APS is one of the most widely
used payment gateway services
in Oman, simply because of how
robust its mechanism is, with
easy integration with all the major
platforms ie. Shopify, BigCom-
merce, Opencart etc. With abso-
lutely zero startup fees for entry-
level packages, Amazon Payment
Service Gateway is recognized
as one of the most credible and
seamless Payment solutions in
the country. Even for Mid-tier
accounts, E-commerce APS is,
perhaps, the most viable option
for large-scale merchants, as the
Payment gateway service offers
custom packages, based on trans-
actional volume (per month),
making it ideal for Up-scaled E-
commerce Merchants.

Additionally, the Payment
gateway service also offers its
customers an instalment option,
allowing further flexibility for
merchants. What’s more is that
APS data analysis algorithms al-
low for business growth tracking,
in real-time, making it the most
ideal option for most medium to
large-scale businesses, and even
ambitious startups.

Checkout - This Payment
gateway service may be consid-
ered one of the most opted for in
Oman, offering a lot of flexible
payment options for E-commerce
merchants, of various scalability.
Launched back in 2014, Check-
out.com acts as a universal Pay-
ment gateway service, accom-
modating support of 15 languages
and 87 currencies, making it the
ideal choice for sending or receiv-
ing Global Payments in Oman.

Many companies ie. Pizza
Hut, THG, Curve, Farfetch cou-
pon code etc. in Oman opt for

Checkout, due to its flexibility and
custom payment options. E-mer-
chants using Checkout Payment
gateway service are only required
to pay the one-time setup fee of
$500, with additional charges of
0.95% + 2 cents, and 2.9% + 20
cents per transaction, on Euro-
pean Cards, and Non-European
Cards, respectively.

2CHECKOUT - Another quite
popular and heavily acclaimed
Global Payment gateway service,
widely opted for, across Oman.
2CheckOut has an expanded
reach of E-merchants, being
available in 211 countries, across
the Globe. Providing full-fledged
PCI Compliance, the payment
gateway service supports up to 87
currencies, with support in 15 dif-
ferent languages.

The service also provides ‘Ul-
timate Fraud Detection,” accom-
modating Address Verification,
backed up 300+ CVV and rule
checks. The additional transac-
tion charges are slightly higher,
given the payment gateway ser-
vice’s global reach, translating to
roughly 4% (3.9 to be exact), + 45
cents on every transaction.

Tap: Tap is one of the most
convenient and efficient online
payment services across Oman.
It acts as a reliable and seamless
payment gateway service, leverag-
ing technology to offer small/ me-
dium businesses and enterprises
the to execute online transactions
with ease. Be it at the receiving
end of the sending, Tap allows you
flexibility, along with the security
to make/ receive your payments
within a matter of seconds, sim-
plifying the ecosystem of sending
and receiving payments.

The reason why Tap is so
popular in Oman is because of
its simple user interface, both
through the Website and through
the application. While the pay-
ment gateway service started in
Kuwait in 2013, it gradually ex-

tended its roots throughout other
countries in the Middle East, in-
cluding Oman, where it gained
immediate popularity.

Today, Tap supports more than
1000 businesses including ma-
jor corporations, securing tens
of thousands of online payment
transactions on a daily basis.

MyFatoorah—another quite ro-
bust and credible payment gate-
way service in Oman, enabling
businesses to send and receive
online payments seamlessly.
MyFatoorah offers services that
fall under-invoicing, DHL, point-
of-sale (POS), payment gateway,
GCC cards, and KIF. The striking
features of MyFatoorah, which
makes it one of the best payment
gateway services in Oman, in-
clude Instant Deposit (within
24 hours), mobile notifications,
customisable SMS, unmatched
customer support, e-commerce
plugins for payment, mobile ap-
plication compatibility, and en-
vironmental protection through
Go Green. MyFatoorah also offers
access to tracking and reporting
dashboards for businesses deal-
ing with a large customer base
or clientele. Due to its onboard
customisability and tailored on-
line payment solutions for cli-
ents, MyFatoorah remains to be a
popular payment gateway service
across Oman.

Conclusion

The government of Oman is push-
ing for digital transformation in
the country, as it does not want
to fall behind other countries in
the Middle East. This is the rea-
son why we’re witnessing growth
in the Fintech sector, with more
online payment gateway services
popping up in the country, to al-
low consumers to make or receive
payments with ease, while expo-
nentially expanding and driving
growth for the digital landscape
of Oman.
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Foton Oman announces special offer to
mark 26th Foton Global Anniversary

Foton’s anniversary
promotion which
will go on till 15
October 2022,

offers free periodic
maintenance service,
free insurance, free
registration

MUSCAT: Gulf Great Sands, the
exclusive importer of Foton ve-
hicles in Oman, has announced
a ‘Celebrate with Foton’ offer to
mark the 26th anniversary of the
global automotive legend.

Foton’s anniversary promotion
which will go on till 15 October,
2022, offers free periodic main-
tenance service, free insurance,
free registration. The special offer
is available on models including
Foton Tunland Pickup 2.4L Single
Cab, 134hp, 2WD, Foton Tunland
Pickup 2.4L Double Cab, 134hp,
2WD, Foton View C2, Cargo Van
Standard Van 2.7L Engine, 147hp,
Foton Aumark S Light Truck (3.8L
Turbo Engine, 140hp)and Foton
Auman Medium Duty Truck 6.7L
Engine, 245 hp.

The offer is valid on all mod-
els purchased through the Foton
showroom retail offer.

Partnering with Foton Motor
Group, one of the world’s largest
manufacturers of commercial ve-
hicles, Gulf Great Sands (GGS) had
launched a full range of commercial

vehicles in Oman. Through this ex-
clusive distribution partnership,
Gulf Great Sands LLC has com-
menced the supply of a range of Fo-
ton’s commercial vehicles in Oman
which includes Heavy Duty Trucks,
Medium Duty Trucks, Light Duty
Trucks, Pickups, Mini buses, Panel
vans, and SUVs.

A GGS spokesperson said, “It is
a great moment for us as partners
to see one of the most celebrated
vehicles in the world automobile
history turn 26. To commemorate
this landmark occasion, we are
offering a special offer for our val-
ued customers. All Foton vehicles
boast highest levels of quality and
design, due to its partnership with
leading names like Daimler, Cum-
mins, and others. Foton invests
heavily in research, development,
and state-of-the-art manufac-
turing facilities. This ensures all
Foton vehicles are created with
current as well as emerging tech-
nologies. This is a great time to buy
Foton vehicles.”

Free registration

All customers purchasing Tunland
Pickup, View Mini Bus and View
Cargo Vanduring this scheme pe-
riod will be eligible for free first
year vehicle registration.

Free insurance

All customers purchasing Tunland
Pickup, View Mini Bus and View
Cargo Vanduring this scheme pe-
riod will be eligible for free first
year vehicle Insurance (Oman &
UAE) for private registration only.

Free service package
(periodic maintenance
service only)

Assured free service package on
Foton Commercial vehicles mod-
el purchase.

No wear and tear parts covered.
Customer of Foton Tunland Pick-
up model variants to get assured
first year or 10,000 kms service.
(Periodic Maintenance Service
Only)

Customer of Foton View Mini-
bus and Panel vans model vari-
ants to get assured second year
or 20,000km service. (Periodic
Maintenance Service Only)

Customer of Foton Aumark
Light Duty Truck model variants to
get assured first year or 20,000km
service. (Periodic Maintenance
Service Only)

Customer of Foton Auman Me-
dium Duty Truck model variants to
get assured first year or 20,000km
service. (Periodic Maintenance
Service Only)

Foton Tunland -

Single cabin and Double
Cabin Pickup

Foton Tunland Single and Double
Cab Pickup (2WD) which is pow-
ered by a 2.4 litre engine combines
an original, robust design with the
power, performance and reliabil-
ity of established, globally reputed
brands for its major drivetrain
features. It is powered by the new
generation 2.4 Litre Turbo TGDI
gasoline engine making it the
most powerful pickup in its class.
Features of the Tunland include
Bosch electronics and ABS + EBD,
ESC, On-Board Diagnostics (OBD,
TPMS), dual airbag, Bluetooth and
Parking sensors.

Foton View CS2 Mini Bus
and Panel Van

Built to extend drivers and passen-
gers an optimal blend of ride com-
fort and agility, the Foton View
CS2 Mini Bus offers exceptional
features and technologies with
advanced comfort, convenience,

and safety. Devoted to innovation,
Foton View CS2 Mini Bus demon-
strates an air of elegance in every
designing detail. The chase for
perfection in space, performance,
safety, and workmanship never
ends with Foton View CS2 - PAN-
EL VANS comes in two variants
of narrow body standard roof and
wide body high roof and provides
great value and high efficiency.

Foton Aumark -

Light Duty Truck

Geared to provide customers with
the best experience for their cus-
tomised transportation needs, the
Foton Aumark - Light Duty Truck
is equipped with a wide range of
world-class features. The Foton
Aumark - Light Duty Truck is
powered by legendary Cummins
fuel efficient 3.8L turbo Cum-
mins diesel engine and generates
150hp equipped with ZF 6-speed
manual transmission. The Light
Duty Truck has many features in-
cluding cruise control, low engine
noise, reversing sensor, remote
control central door-locking, ABS
+EBD, air exhaust brakes, power
windows among others. The Light
Duty Truck, which is perfect for
intra city use and city to city move-
ments of goods, offers industry
leading technology that augments
the truck’s driving experience
while providing supreme safety.

Foton Auman - Medium and
Heavy Duty Trucks

Foton Auman Medium Duty Truck
boasts of a 6.7L Engine and 245
horsepower. Its Cummins ISF
engine features high burst pres-
sure and strong power, with the
maximum power output at 245hp-
coupled with 8 speed Manual
Transmission.This 1,000,000km
overhaul-free Cummins engine is

manufactured strictly in accord-
ance with the Cummins global
quality system and manufac-
turing standard and passed the
2,000,000km stringent road relia-
bility and durability test. The vehi-
cle took the lead to pass the strin-
gent German DEKRA test, with
the accumulative test mileage.

The Foton Auman EST A (Heavy
Duty Truck) is equipped with11.8L
Cummins Engine, 430hp coupled
with 12 Speed Automated Manual
Transmission.

Value for customers

Since its foundation, Foton has
aimed to create value for custom-
ers by producing reliable, afford-
able vehicles through innovative
and high-quality products and
services. Founded in 1996, Foton is
an established automotive leader
with a history in the manufacture
of commercial vehicles and heavy-
duty commercial including trucks,
buses and agricultural equipment.

Foton: Cumulative sales
volume of 10 million
vehicles since inception
With a business scope covering a
full series of commercial vehicles,
Foton has a record of an accumula-
tive production and sales volume
of approximately 10 million vehic-
lessince being established in 1996.
With a brand value which has been
evaluated as about US$ 16.6 billion,
Foton has been ranked number one
for 13 consecutive years in China’s
commercial vehicle arena. Fo-
ton, which has a partnership with
Daimler of Germany, ZF and Cum-
mins of USA, is eyeing a significant
share of Oman market through
this partnership. Daimler provides
technology supremacy in Medium
and Heavy-duty Trucks. Cummins
Diesel Engines are renowned for

their longevity, performance and
economy. Foton is also partnered
by Getrag (Germany), Aisin (Ja-
pan) and BorgWarner (USA) for
transmissions, Bosch (Germany)
for electronics and Dana (USA) for
axles and differentials.

Foton products and services are
available in 110 countries all over
the world. Foton has five major
warehouses internationally, in-
cluding a regional parts centre in
Dubai. Foton hasjoined hands with
several well-known worldwide en-
terprises such as Cummins, ZF,
CEVA Logistics, Faurecia, Wabco,
Continental Electron, TUV Rhein-
land and others to establish “Foton
Global Innovating Alliance”, aim-
ing to make breakthroughs in sci-
ence and technology, and produce
energy-saving, environmentally
friendly and intelligently intercon-
nected automobile products.

Drive your business

with Foton

No. 1 commerecial vehicle brand in
China for Last 13 years

Exports of commercial vehicles
from china for last 6 years, 10 mil-
lion vehicles sold worldwide

Present in over 110 countries

Fortune 200 company

Strategic  Alliance
Cummins and ZF

World’s Leading Technology
Partners

Regional Parts Centre in Dubai

Strong Local Partner - Gulf
Great Sands part of Bahwan Inter-
national Group.

Gulf Great Sands has a state-of-
art service centre in Ghala, Mus-
cat, spread over more than 2900
square meters to provide after-
sales services to customers. GGS
has already tied up for Periodic
Maintenance Services in key cities
including Salalah and Sohar.

Daimler,

Alizz Islamic Bank offers home finance at only 4.75%

MUSCAT: Alizz Islamic Bank has
launched flexible finance choices
for those looking to purchase or
build their new home at a profit
rate of 4.75% only.

Home finance, approved by the
bank’s Sharia Supervisory Board
(SSB), offers easy, quick and flex-
ible financing. This comes in line
with the bank’s vision to provide
fast, safe and innovative digital so-
lutions to carry out financial trans-

actions for its customers.

Home finance is available for
locals and residents working in
the public sector with a minimum
monthly salary of OMR300, or
the private sector with a mini-
mum monthly salary of OMR350
including business owners, with
flexible payment options for up to
20 years and financing up to 80%
of the value of the property. Alizz
Islamic Bank is proud of its role

in helping customers secure their
dream homes while observing the
provisions of Sharia. The bank has
been continuously working on im-
proving its services and product
offerings through continuous en-
gagement with customers to thor-
oughly understand their needs.
Alizz Islamic Bank offers vari-
ous Home Finance solutions that
provide customer’s the option to
purchase a home using a propor-

tionate portion of their monthly
income. The bank is always keen to
help customers achieve their goals
through a variety of solutions.

Interested customers can apply
for finance by visiting any of Alizz
Islamic Bank branches across the
Sultanate. They can also call the
customer service centre on the
bank’s 24-hour toll-free number
80072265 for answers to all their
financing enquires.

Alkaline lonized Drinking Water

HYDRATE SMARTLY

v" Ultra-hydrating
v" Revitalizing
v~ Energizing

pH 91195
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FOR COST
EFFECTIVE
PALETTE
FURNITURE
SOLUTIONS

Call us on

00614066
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Contact us on 99614066 to make
customized palette furniture






https://www.extra.com/ar-om/homeoffer
https://www.extra.com/en-om/search/?text=100247753
https://www.extra.com/en-om/search/?text=100038135
https://www.extra.com/en-om/search/?text=100245652
https://www.extra.com/en-om/search/?text=100303022
https://www.extra.com/en-om/search/?text=100311303
https://www.extra.com/en-om/search/?text=100221751
http://www.extra.com/
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