
Our Correspondent

Muscat

The public Establishment for In-

dustrial Estates (Madayn) is

working on launching two major

projects in Sohar Industrial City –

an integrated vehicle hub called

Madayn Vehicle Complex (Mot-

car) and the second, plastic In-

dustries Complex.

Hamad Humud al Qasabi, di-

rector general of Sohar Industrial

City, said, “Madayn recently

launched a tender for develop-

ment of Motcar. The project aims

to provide an integrated complex

for car trading, spare parts, ac-

cessories, exhibitions, sales yard,

workshops and related services.

The project will be built on an

area of 1mn sqm.”

With Motcar, Madayn wants

to position the sultanate as a re-

gional centre for commercial

services related to automobiles. 

Regarding the plastic Indus-

tries Complex, Qasabi said, “Ma-

dayn is cooperating with OQ and

the Oman Vision 2040 Imple-

mentation Follow-Up Unit to

complete the preparatory phase

of the project.  It will be built on

an area spread over 1mn sqm

within Sohar Industrial City.

preparations are currently under-

way to set the general framework

of the project, products and serv-

ices and incentives that will be of-

fered to investors.” 

He noted that this complex

will support the Liwa plastic

Complex project, sultanate’s

biggest petrochemicals invest-

ment to date, with the aim of

maximising output to feed the

local market and export to neigh-

bouring markets, as well as cre-

ate jobs.

Sohar Industrial City has seen

an investment of more than

RO2bn and employs 13,702 peo-

ple - 4,686 Omanis and 8,792

expatriates. “Currently, there are

380 projects in the city, ranging

from industries, services and

commercial,” Qasabi said. 

Sohar Industrial City is divided

into seven phases. Occupancy

rate in the first four phases

reached 100 per cent, while the

fifth and sixth phases had an oc-

cupancy rate of nearly 70 per

cent. In the seventh phase, occu-

pancy rate is about 40 per cent. 

“Work is underway to develop

the seventh phase of the city and

it will be completed in the first

half of 2022, when it will provide

integrated infrastructure and

space ready to attract new in-

vestments,” Qasabi said.

Our Correspondent

Muscat

The Ministry of Commerce, In-

dustry and Investment promo-

tion (MoCIIp) has banned

network marketing - popularly

known as multi-level marketing

(MLM) – in Oman. 

Based on the Commerce Law

promulgated by Royal Decree

No 55/90, H E Qais bin Mo-

hammad al Yousef, Minister of

Commerce, Industry and Invest-

ment promotion, has issued

Ministerial Decision No

105/2021 to prohibit selling, ad-

vertising or promoting goods,

products and services through

network marketing activities.

Article 1 defines network or

hierarchical marketing as any

method used by suppliers, ad-

vertisers or promoters to invite

consumers to enlist other con-

sumers  to purchase a commod-

ity or to get service in exchange

of a benefit to be obtained by

the first consumer. This is done

while placing all the targeted

consumers in a hierarchical or

network group, with the aim of

collecting money from the

largest number of subscribers of

the network group. 

Article 2 prohibits buying,

selling, trading, advertising or

promoting any good or service

through MLM via any electronic

or non-electronic means. 

Article 3 stipulates an admin-

istrative fine of RO5,000 on

anyone who violates the provi-

sions of this decision, which can

be doubled in case of repeat of

the violation. 

Article 4 of the decision stip-

ulates that the decision will be

enforced on the day following its

publication in the Official

Gazette.

Mubarak bin Mohammed al

Dohani, Director General of

Commerce in MoCIIp, has

stated that many countries have

banned this type of commercial

practice in order to reduce com-

mercial fraud, and maintain

competition among enterprises

and companies. 

“The decision aims at pre-

venting this type of trade. Sell-

ing, advertising or promoting

goods, products and services

through network marketing is

considered a fraudulent com-

mercial transaction and crimi-

nalised under the Omani

Commercial Law and the Omani

penal Law promulgated by

Royal Decree 7/74.” 

Dohani noted that this type

of marketing has a harmful im-

pact on the economy, as it is

based on fraud and deception

through exaggeration of the

benefits of the promoted com-

modity, or by tempting new

subscribers with huge profits. 

Explaining further, Dohani

said network marketing activi-

ties begin with an individual or a

company at the top of the pyra-

mid, whose work is to persuade

people to buy a product or to

subscribe a service by paying a

certain amount of money with 

a promise of giving him/her

services or a symbolic profit 

if he/she can convince others 

to  join his/her list, where 

the biggest beneficiary is the

one at the top of the hierarchi-

cal group. 
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Our Correspondent

Muscat

proving the promising potential

of Omani talent in the field of in-

formation technology, Omani

youths have designed a smart-

phone that will be commercially

available before the end of 2021.

IT company Mersal has in-

formed that the smartphone is

the result of more than two years

of dedication and painstaking

work. Technical specifications of

the device are now available on

social media. 

“The design and manufacture

of the first Omani phone in Oman

Makers Centre is a historic mo-

ment,” said Eng Rashid Abdullah

al Nasri, CEO of Mersal. The cen-

tre is a joint initiative between the

Ministry of Higher Education, Re-

search and Innovation and the

Ministry of Finance, and serves as

an open workshop for the manu-

facture of devices and the use of

apps devised by students and

other Omani individuals.

“The phone has international

specifications. Mersal is the first

smartphone assembled in Oman

by 100 per cent Omani staff.

Mersal is proud of our young

Omanis,” Nasri said.

He informed that the smart-

phone is equipped with an An-

droid 11 operating system, 128GB

memory, 10” HD screen and

weighs 215gm. “The phone is 4G

compatible, but we are currently

working on a 5G model. We have

Omani youth trained to provide

after-sales services.”

Mersal also launched a tablet

recently, Nasri informed. 

Made-in-Oman phone 
Mersal to hit market
by the end of 2021

Article 3 stipulates an administrative
fine of RO5,000 on anyone who vio-
lates the provisions of this decision

Madayn recently
launched a tender 
for development of 
Motcar. The project
aims to provide an 
integrated complex
for car trading, spare
parts, accessories, 
exhibitions, sales
yard, workshops and
related services

HAmAD Al QASAbi

Mociip prohibits multi-level marketing to prevent fraud  

Protect yourself. And others

GET VACCINATED
ISSUED IN pUBLIC INTEREST BY ApEx MEDIA AND MHD-ITICS

Last update: 27 July 2021

TOTAL VACCINATED

2 0 0 0 0 7 2

Muscat - His Majesty Sultan

Haitham bin Tarik issued Royal

Decree No 52/2021 on Sunday

appointing government officials

reading as follows - 

Article 1 appoints the following

officials to the posts indicated

along their names:

l Eng Khamis Mohammed Ab-

dullah al Shamakhi, Undersecre-

tary for Transport in the Ministry

of Transport, Communications

and Information Technology.

l Basil Ahmed Amir al Rowas,

Undersecretary for Sports and

Youth in the Ministry of Culture,

Sports and Youth.

l Eng Nayef Ali Hamad al Abri,

chief executive officer of Civil

Aviation Authority.

l Dr Jokha Abdullah Humood al

Shukaili, CEO of Oman Authority

for Academic Accreditation and

Quality Assurance of Education.

Article 2 states that the decree

will be published in the Official

Gazette and enforced from its

date of issue.

ona

Royal Decree 
appoints CEOs,
undersecretaries

three jockeys of royal cavalry (rc) have qualified for the 2022 endurance World cup championship to be held in verona, italy, after

preliminary races conducted by the international Federation for equestrian sport. Jockeys hisham saleh al Farsi and ahmed salim al hamdani

qualified after completing the 160km stages of the French international endurance race. Mahmoud Marhoon al Fori qualified for the 2022 World

cup endurance championship after a competition held in the italian city of pisa earlier (Supplied photo)

RC joCkeyS qualIfy foR 2022 enduRanCe WoRld Cup 

Integrated vehicles complex to
come up in Sohar Industrial City 

Fires rage
across
southern
europe, Forcing
hundreds to
evacuate
Ankara, Turkey - dozens

of villages were evacuated

in tourist hotspots in

southern turkey on

sunday as wildfires that

have claimed eight lives

raged for a fifth day, while

blazes also hit greece, italy

and spain.

Fanned by soaring

temperatures and strong

winds - with experts saying

that climate change

increases both the

frequency and intensity of

such blazes - this year's

fire season has been

significantly more

destructive than the

previous average, eu data

shows.

turkey is suffering its

worst fires in at least a

decade with nearly 95,000

hectares burnt so far this

year.

u NEWS BRIEFS
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Muscat – Oman recorded a
COVID-19 related death every
second hour over the three
days from Thursday, while
as many as 978 new
cases were regis-
tered during the pe-
riod, said Ministry of
Health. 

On Thursday, 392 new
cases and ten deaths were
reported, followed by 321 cases
and 12 deaths on Friday and 265
cases and 14 deaths on Saturday.  

This brings the total number
of positive cases to 296,835 and

deaths to 3,850, the Ministry
of Health said, adding that

1,697 patients have
recovered during the

period, taking the total
number of recoveries
to 279,892. During the

past 24 hours, the ministry
said 39 people needed hospi-

talisation, which took the total
number of inpatients to 550 with
232 being in intensive care units. 

Second dose 
The ministry on Sunday began
administering the second dose of
COVID-19 vaccines for those
who have completed ten weeks
since getting the first dose.

In the Governorate of Muscat,
Oman Convention and Exhibition
Centre and the Sahil Health 
Centre in Quriyat saw a great
turnout. The ministry empha-
sised the importance of booking
appointments in advance before
heading to vaccination centres.

� � �
IN ICU

One COVID-19 death reported every
two hours over 3 days; 978 new cases
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300-year-old
baobab tree saved
from boring bugs

Our Correspondent

Muscat

The Environment Authority

(EA), in cooperation with volun-

teer teams, has carried out a

campaign to protect the rare

giant baobab trees of Dhofar

governorate. 

According to Dr Ahmed bin

Abdullah al Saiari, director in Di-

rectorate General of Environ-

ment in Dhofar, EA did an

inspection over three months in

association with the Ministry of

Agriculture, Fisheries and

Water Resources and volun-

teers. During the inspection,

wood-boring insects were found

to infest some giant baobab

trees in Wadi Henna in the

wilayat of Mirbat.

Ali bin Salim Akaak, head of

EA’s Pest Control Team in Dho-

far, said, “The joint team found

the trunk of one of the baobab

trees infested with wood-boring

insects. Using a scientific and

sustainable method, the trunk

was cleaned and rid of the pests

to save the tree. The 300-year-

old tree was also sprayed 

with pesticide and coated with

red clay.”

The governorate boasts of

over 200 baobab trees. This

species of tree grows to heights

of up to 30m and the trunk diam-

eter of full-grown specimen can

be more than 2m.

Our Correspondent

Muscat

The Musandam governorate is

gearing up to attract foreign in-

vestment with 31 plots of land

being allocated by the authori-

ties, said Amna bint Ali al

Shuhiyah, director of Heritage

Department in Musandam.

“Musandam is distinguished

for its geography with varied ter-

rain. The land plots have been al-

located for investment in

Musandam following the is-

suance of the Royal Directives

for the implementation of the de-

cisions aimed at developing the

governorate,” Amna said. 

“There are some other proj-

ects to be established on the land

plots of the Ministry of Heritage

and Tourism; they will be an-

nounced soon.

“Musandam has ten hotels

with a capacity of 512 rooms,"

Amna explained, adding that the

“ministry aims to increase the

number of hotels and resorts

within the tourism projects and

has distributed land plots for

tourism projects”. 

The ministry has signed

usufruct agreements to set up

three 3-star hotels in the wilayats

of Madha and Bukha, she added. 

“Before the COVID-19 pan-

demic, Musandam attracted

200,000 tourists annually. The

number of visitors to Musan-

dam’s castles reached 50,000

per year while cruise passenger

arrivals reached 129,453.” 

Talking about the upcoming

projects in Musandam, she said,

“Omran has recently imple-

mented the first phase of an ad-

venture centre to set up a zip line

covering a distance of 1,500m,

which will begin at the top of a

mountain at a height of 250m

above sea level.” 

She added that a visitor centre

will be established at the archae-

ological site of Dibba, with fund-

ing from OQ company. The

project will also include a mu-

seum.

“There are proposals to estab-

lish sites for environmental

camps in several areas in Mu-

sandam governorate, such as

Najd, Shamm, Al Hablain, Ghab

Ali and Sahah among others.”

Among the historical monu-

ments, Musandam has four cas-

tles and forts, in addition to a

museum in the wilayat of

Madha.

Investments in tourist villages

will be done by the private sector

and the local community in par-

ticular with the aim of achieving

economic diversification, she

added.

Our Correspondent

Muscat

In implementation of the Royal

Directives of His Majesty Sultan

Haitham bin Tarik, the Royal

Court Affairs (RCA) on Sunday

began recruitment of jobseekers

who applied recently.

Coordinating with the Ministry

of Labour, RCA conducted the

evaluation and screening tests for

applicants for the positions of sol-

diers in Salalah, which were an-

nounced on June 9.

The first stage of screening will

last for four days and applicants

will have to meet the eligibility re-

quirements for the position.

Sheikh Saeed bin Hilal al

Khalili, head of Planning and

Human Resources Affairs, RCA,

said, “The Royal Court Affairs is

working to implement His

Majesty the Sultan’s directives to

accommodate a number of job-

seekers according to the vacan-

cies available in RCA. All stages

of testing and evaluation are car-

ried out in accordance with pre-

cautionary measures to limit the

spread of coronavirus, and to

provide a healthy and safe envi-

ronment for applicants.”

RCA conducts tests for
jobseekers in Salalah

31 land plots allocated for investment in Musandam

(Supplied photo)

(Supplied photo)
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World Breastfeeding
Week activities begin
Muscat - Together with the rest

of the world, the Sultanate of

Oman has started observing the

World Breastfeeding Week that

began on Sunday.

In a statement issued on the

occasion, the Ministry of Health

(MoH) underlined the impor-

tance of breastfeeding, which it

says ‘provides the optimal nutri-

tion for babies’ and that ‘it has a

lots of benefits for infants’ phys-

ical and mental health lasting

right into adulthood, as well for

the mothers’ physical health’. 

‘Mother’s milk has the right

amount of nutrients, is easily di-

gested, and is readily available,’

the ministry pointed out.

Therefore, the MoH said that

the World Breastfeeding Week

(WBW) had started to be cele-

brated globally from August 1-7

for raising awareness and taking

actions on themes related to

breastfeeding.

The WBW theme for this year

is ‘Protect breastfeeding: a

shared responsibility’, which will

focus on how breastfeeding con-

tributes to the survival. 

Oman introduced the Omani

Code for Marketing Breast Milk

Substitutes in 1998 to protect

breastfeeding. 

The Nutrition Department

later updated the code, and it

was issued by the Ministry of

Commerce, Industry, and Invest-

ment Promotion on 5/20/2021

and was named ‘Omani Stan-

dard Specification for Regulating

Classified Products for Infants

and Young Children’ to stop in-

appropriate marketing of breast

milk substitutes.

Grade 12 exam results to
be announced tomorrow
Our Correspondent

Muscat

The results of the 2020-21 Gen-

eral Education Diploma (GED)

exams will be declared at 4pm

on Tuesday, the Ministry of Edu-

cation (MoE) said. 

H E Dr Madiha bint Ahmed

bin Nasser al Shibaniyah, Minis-

ter of Education, approved the

results on Sunday, the MoE

stated, adding that the students

can SMS their exam seat num-

bers to 90200 via Omantel or

Ooredoo to receive the results. 

The MoE said it registered 132

violations during the exams. Suc-

cess rate in the GED exams is

82.06 per cent. Students can

apply for re-evaluation of up to

three papers from August 4 to 8. 

COVID-19 protocol
The ministry said 433 students

could not sit for the exams in the

first round either due to COVID-

19 infections or because of close

contact with someone infected. 

The ministry will allow them

to enter the exams in the second

round and another (third) exam

will be held for students who are

unable to take the second one.
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Our Correspondent

Muscat

The wide-ranging reforms imple-

mented by the government in re-

cent years have paved the way

for Oman to diversify its econ-

omy and embark on a sustained

post-pandemic recovery, ac-

cording to a new research report

produced by Oxford Business

Group (OBG).

'While the pandemic was a

severe test for Oman's macro-

economic stability, the crisis

spurred policymakers into enact-

ing or accelerating much-needed

reforms that should help the

country on the path to long-term

sustainable development,' the

report titled 'Oman Covid-19 Re-

covery Roadmap' said.

With Oman’s economy af-

fected by weak demand and

prices of hydrocarbons in 2020,

an uptick in oil prices and the

easing of restrictions on mobility

and business operations should

help the sultanate’s economy

stabilise in 2021, OBG said.

The report noted that Oman’s

recovery is supported by reforms

and strategies intended to im-

prove the business environment

and address longstanding fiscal

challenges.

It said the government's

Medium-Term Fiscal Plan

(2020-2024) should help to sta-

bilise public finances and gener-

ate diversified sources of

revenue through new taxation

policies and the stimulation of

private sector activity.

'Reforms to the legal frame-

work should help to attract

higher levels of foreign direct in-

vestment into strategic indus-

tries and generate more private

employment opportunities for

the country's young workforce,'

the report said.

In tandem with the new rev-

enue-raising measures, OBG

noted, Oman is working to stim-

ulate more local and foreign in-

vestment as part of its private

sector development agenda.

'Towards this end, the coun-

try’s investment framework has

been enhanced by a series of

laws passed in 2019 related to

foreign investment, privatisation,

public-private partnerships and

bankruptcy – all of which now

have their implementation regu-

lations approved,' the report

added.

Digital economy
According to the OBG report, the

COVID-19 disruption forced

businesses to adopt or expedite

digital transformation strategies

to strengthen their competitive-

ness, which could see some

firms emerge from the pandemic

in a better position to capitalise

on new opportunities.

The report said that the adop-

tion of digital solutions during the

pandemic has helped to acceler-

ate the growth of Oman’s digital

economy, which was previously

lagging behind regional counter-

parts.

The sultanate, OBG said, is

prioritising digital transformation

and innovation to create sustain-

able and equitable economic

growth.

'Vision 2040 includes a focus

on building vital ICT infrastruc-

ture, introducing e-government

services and strengthening na-

tional technical capabilities.'

Oman's wide-ranging
reforms pave way for
sustained recovery

Our Correspondent

Muscat

Sohar International Bank has re-

ported a 15.3 per cent year-on-

year growth in its net profit for

the six months period ended

June 30, 2021. The bank

recorded a net profit of

RO15.2mn for the first half of

2021 compared to RO13.18mn in

the same period of 2020.

In a press statement, Mo-

hammed Mahfoudh al Ardhi,

chairman of Sohar International,

said, “The half-yearly financial

results are a great reflection of

Sohar International’s vision and

strategy in full gear. The sul-

tanate has made commendable

progress to counter the effects of

the pandemic by adopting learn-

ing, implementation of agendas,

thoughtful investments in key

areas and an aggressive vaccina-

tion campaign. This, coupled

with a rise in global oil prices, has

in turn, helped us to continue op-

erations in an improving eco-

nomic environment that is more

conducive to business growth.”

He said, “With the ongoing

commitment of the government

to continue concentrating on in-

frastructure projects along with

investments in the key sectors

identified in the economic diver-

sification plan, we expect to see

sustained demand for financing

in the near future, thus stimulat-

ing the country’s banking land-

scape.”

Sohar International’s total as-

sets increased by 12.5 per cent in

the first six months of 2021 to

RO4.031bn compared to

RO3.584bn a year ago. Net loans

and advances increased by 3.4

per cent to RO2.526bn as of June

30, 2021 from RO2.442bn a year

ago. The bank's customer de-

posits increased by 2.8 per cent

to RO2.304bn as of June 30,

2021 from RO2.241bn a year ago,

reflecting the bank’s strengthen-

ing funding and liquidity position.

Sohar International said its

operating income increased by

13.9 per cent to RO54.22mn in

the first half of 2021, driven by in-

creases in other operating in-

come streams including gain on

sale of investment securities. 

Ahmed al Musalmi, chief ex-

ecutive officer of Sohar Interna-

tional, said, “Sohar International

entered 2021 with a great sense

of optimism as it embraced its

principles of more velocity, more

value, and more vision in its

strategic approach while em-

bodying the attributes of being

sharp, human and unstoppable.

Our latest financial results reflect

our strong position in the market

and our ability to absorb and

overcome challenges. Our focus

for the year remains geared to-

wards rewarding customers by

creating opportunities to win

while helping them achieve their

goals.”

Sohar International's profit
rises 15% to RO15.2mn in H1

Muscat – Despite the ongoing

economic challenges on a global

scale, due to the repercussions

of the COVID-19 pandemic, in-

ternational trade has continued

to thrive. Accordingly, Credit

Oman has committed to support

Omani exporters and manufac-

turers grow their sales beyond

borders since the start of the

pandemic, through its diversified

suite of credit insurance prod-

ucts.

In the first quarter of 2021,

Credit Oman recorded over

RO26mn in total insured busi-

ness, covering local and interna-

tional trade, indicating a 14 per

cent growth in business insured

compared to the same period

last year.

Moreover, the total approved

credit limits in the first quarter of

2021 amounted to over

RO103mn, which includes both

domestic and export trade. Over

RO31mn of the total was allo-

cated to domestic trade (a 13 per

cent growth compared to the

same period last year) and over

RO72mn to export trade.

The increase of domestic

sales in Oman is attributed to

the purchasing power and

growth in local transactions, as

well as the diversity of Omani

products of all kinds on the mar-

ket.

The insured sectors covered

by Credit Oman varied, with

building materials topping the

credit limit volume with a total

value of over RO41mn. 

This sector was followed by

the food and consumer goods

sector, with a value of over

RO30mn.

Insured businesses in petro-

chemicals, packaging and fish-

eries were also high, indicating a

steady growth in these sectors.

Credit Oman backs exporters 
with RO26mn insurance in Q1

Send your comments to muscatdaily@apexmedia.co.om

( Muscat Daily )
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Abu Dhaib, UAE – The world’s

first project to produce commer-

cial volumes of an uninterrupted

water supply from a sustainable

source will be launched this

month at Masdar City in Abu

Dhabi.

The innovative pilot project

will be run by the US-based

water technologies company,

AQUOVUM, in partnership with

Masdar and Khalifa University of

Science and Technology, as part

of a three-party research and

development (R&D) agreement,

according to a joint press release

issued on Sunday.

The project, which is begin-

ning this month, will evaluate the

performance of AQUOVUM’s

large format Atmospheric

Water Generation (AWG) tech-

nology in combination with a re-

newable energy source, and its

ability to be included in current

and/or future sustainable water

projects.

The AWG technology, which

extracts water from the atmos-

phere using a renewable energy

source such as solar energy, is

another promising addition to

the innovative sustainability-fo-

cused projects being run in Abu

Dhabi’s R&D hub, Masdar City.

The carbon-free technology

will create access to clean water,

a fundamental necessity in

building a greener future, while

contributing to the United Na-

tions Sustainable Development

Goal of ensuring the availability

and sustainable management of

water and sanitation for all.

The AWG technology will

also contribute to a market that

is expected to grow by a com-

pound annual growth rate

(CAGR) of more than 25 per

cent worldwide and more than

30 per cent CAGR in the Middle

East and Africa alone, according

to Global Market Insights.

Abdulla Balalaa, executive di-

rector of sustainable real estate

at Masdar City, said, "Water un-

derlies all areas of human and

environmental health and it is

also essential to food and energy

production. 

Developing technologies that

both protect and guarantee a

constant and secure source of

water, is therefore of utmost im-

portance. 

The AQUOVUM pilot will be

installed at Khalifa University’s

Masdar Institute Solar Platform

in Masdar City and will operate

from 100 per cent renewable

power, a process that is com-

pletely carbon neutral.”

"The project will positively

contribute to regional and global

water security in line with the

UAE Water Security Strategy

2036. As the only planned and

approved R&D cluster in Abu

Dhabi, we are committed to fa-

cilitating R&D projects that bring

ground-breaking new technolo-

gies to the world and contribute

to building a more sustainable

future for all," Balalaa said.

Robert Wood, chief technol-

ogy officer of AQUOVUM, said,

"To support and progress the

global green transition and to

ensure water security, we recog-

nised that we must power our

systems on 100 per cent renew-

able energy to provide a truly

sustainable water supply. Our

bleeding-edge technologies

work with nature and are the

way forward to deliver lasting,

sustainable solutions."

The green power needed for

this project will be provided by

the Azelio AB (Sweden) demon-

strator of 24/7 electrical ther-

mal energy storage/stirling pilot,

also located at the Masdar Insti-

tute Solar Platform.

WAM

UAE to launch world's
first solar project to
extract water from air 

San Francisco, US – Big Tech go-

liaths like Facebook and Amazon

unveiled whopping profits this

week, showing their dominance

in lockdown lifestyles is on

course to grow well beyond the

pandemic.

"Tech wins the day, the week,

and seemingly the year," Futu-

rum Research analysts said of

the surging revenues, driven by

digital advertising, cloud com-

puting, gaming and booming use

of smartphones and e-com-

merce.

"The strength of tech is clearly

untethered from COVID-19,"

they added.

Powerhouses Facebook,

Apple, Microsoft and Google

parent Alphabet all reported

higher revenues even as they

face heightened scrutiny from

antitrust regulators for their

growing dominance of key eco-

nomic sectors.

Amazon said Thursday that

second-quarter profit jumped 48

per cent from a year ago to

US$7.8bn, even if that showing

was below high Wall Street fore-

casts.

A growing number of con-

sumers turned to Amazon during

the pandemic to get everything

from tofu to toilet paper, and its

cloud computing division also

grew to help businesses and con-

sumers stay connected.

The Amazon results capped a

series of earnings from the major

tech firms that benefited from

successive lockdowns, but also

the gradual lifting of restrictions.

Earlier in the week, Apple said

its profit in the just-ended quar-

ter nearly doubled amid improv-

ing consumer spending and a

'growing sense of optimism' as

pandemic lockdowns eased.

Revenue from iPhone sales

jumped some 50 per cent and

Apple posted increases for its

services such as digital pay-

ments, music, streaming televi-

sion and gaming.

Facebook reported its profit

doubled in the recently ended

quarter as digital advertising

surged, but warned of cooler

growth in the months ahead in

an update which sent its shares

sinking.

Google parent Alphabet re-

ported quarterly profit that had

nearly tripled, as money poured

in from ads on its search engine

and YouTube video platform.

Techsponential analyst Avi

Greengart told AFP that hybrid

work, online entertainment and

internet shopping are now facts

of life.

"Those are overarching trends

that got accelerated by the pan-

demic but aren't going away," he

added. However, a gradual re-

sumption of in-person activities,

will require adjustments from Big

Tech.

Amazon chief financial officer

Brian Olsavsky said on an earn-

ings call that a reason for missing

revenue expectations appeared

to be vaccines giving people the

confidence to leave home. 

"Not only shopping offline but

also living life and getting out,"

Olsavsky said. "It takes away

from shopping time. It's a good

phenomenon and it's great."

Alphabet chief executive Sun-

dar Pichai credited long-term in-

vestments in artificial

intelligence and cloud computing

as powering the internet giant's

performance.

Google's cloud computing

business competes with power-

houses Amazon and Microsoft,

poising them to vie for virtual ter-

rain in an immersive online

world.

Microsoft this week reported

a jump in profits in the recently

ended quarter, keeping strong

momentum from accelerated

gains in cloud computing during

the pandemic.

Transition to relying on com-

puting power and services in the

internet cloud as well as working

remotely are likely to last, playing

to the strength of tech giants

powering such platforms, ac-

cording to Wedbush Securities

analyst Dan Ives.

However, a global chip short-

age has hobbled production of

the wide range of devices en-

hanced with computing and in-

ternet capabilities, from cars to

video game consoles.

And, as US tech titans gain

clout and wealth, they are in-

creasingly in the crosshairs of

government regulators wary of

monopolistic abuses and side-

stepped taxes.

AFP

Big Tech profits surge even
as lockdown living wanes 

Beijing, China – Chinese factory

activity weakened in July to its

lowest level since the start of

the pandemic, data showed

Saturday, as manufacturing was

impacted by slowing demand,

weak exports and extreme

weather.

The Purchasing Managers'

Index (PMI), a key gauge of

manufacturing activity in the

world's second-largest econ-

omy, dropped to 50.4 in July

from June's 50.9, the National

Bureau of Statistics said.

A PMI reading of over 50 in-

dicates expansion, while below

that figure suggests contrac-

tion.

The reading appeared to be

levelling out between April and

June, and July shows the first

marked decline, making it the

lowest PMI figure since Febru-

ary 2020, analysts said.

While the figure was worse

than many forecasts, it was still

above the 50-point mark that

separates growth from contrac-

tion.

China's fragile economic re-

covery is threatened by a recent

resurgence of the Delta variant

of the coronavirus that is

threatening to dampen holiday

consumption over the summer.

AFP

China's 
factory 
activity
slows
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Alizz Islamic Bank recently held

a joyful reception at its branch in

CBD to congratulate Abdullah al

Wahaibi, the winner of

RO100,000 in the Bushra Prize

Savings account’s half yearly

draw. 

Wahaibi was in for a surprise

when he visited Alizz Islamic

Bank on receiving a call from Mo-

hammed al Ghassani, the AGM –

acting chief consumer banking

officer of Alizz Islamic Bank, to

visit the branch as he had not yet

revealed the happy news to the

customer until he arrived.

Upon his arrival, Khalid al

Zaabi, the bank’s CBD branch

manager, received him and con-

veyed the joyful news to him.  

Upon receiving the news, Wa-

haibi expressed his astonish-

ment and kept repeating the

words, “This is not real, right?” 

When it finally set in that he

had really won RO100,000, Wa-

haibi said the good news had

changed the course of his life.

Speaking on winning the

Bushra Half yearly draw he said,

“This is the first time that I have

won a cash amount and for it to

be such a significant amount is

truly a dream come true. What

gives me assurance and comfort

is that the money of these prizes

are Sharia’a compliant and a gift

from the shareholders’ funds. I

am overjoyed that my Bushra ac-

count has brought good tidings.” 

He added, “I had to previously

postponed many plans, and

praise be to Allah that I can now

achieve everything I was striving

for because of the bountiful

blessing. I am very grateful to

Alizz Islamic Bank for its products

and service that are supervised

by a legitimate Sharia’a body that

gives all of us customers comfort

and reassurance.”

As part of its efforts to reward

its loyal customers, Alizz Islamic

Bank conducted the Bushra Prize

Savings account half yearly draw

in the middle of July.

Cash prizes were allocated

with a financial value of more

than RO120,000, which is a do-

nation from the shareholders’

funds. Nineteen winners who

saved in a Bushra account and

doubled their chances of winning

by doubling their balance won at

the draw.

The half-yearly prize amount-

ing to RO100,000 was allocated

to one winner. A total prize value

of RO30,000 was distributed

among three ‘Tharwa’ customers

with each winner receiving

RO10,000.

Employees of the Ministry of

Education who have a Bushra ac-

count had an exclusive draw in

which an amount of RO1,500

was distributed among three

winners who received RO500

each. In appreciation of the roles

of the employees working in the

Ministry of Defence and the

Ministry of Health, Alizz Islamic

Bank dedicated special draws for

both sectors with three winners

from the Ministry of Defence and

three winners from the Ministry

of Health winning RO500 each.

Valuing the pioneering roles

played by the employees of the

Royal Oman Police, Alizz Islamic

Bank conducted special draws

for them with three winners 

receiving cash prizes of RO500

each.

Pensioners also got a chance

to win with a special draw held

exclusively for them where three

of them won RO500 each.

Alizz Islamic Bank’s Bushra

Prize Savings Account has

brought joy and happiness to a

variety of customers who have

won earlier and the account 

has brought good tidings and re-

lieved the stress of many 

of them.

Alizz Islamic Bank celebrates with RO100,000 winner

After 12 years of outstanding

service, during which he has

worked in almost every role

within the organisation, Outward

Bound Oman has announced the

appointment of Mohamed al

Zadjali as chief operating officer.

Initially appointed as Outward

Bound Oman’s first instructor in

2009, Zadjali, originally from

Musannah, has progressively

worked his way up the ladder,

becoming senior instructor, and

then head of Operations and

deputy general manager over the

past 12 years. 

Outward Bound Oman is part

of an international network of 35

not-for-profit centres, and Zad-

jali has represented Oman at

conferences and events in South

Africa, Singapore, North Carolina

in the US, as well as the UK. 

At the 2014 Outward Bound

International Conference in Ger-

many, Zadjali received the Out-

ward Bound International Award

for Innovation. In 2016, along

with Amor al Wahaibi from

Bidiyah, he became the first

Omani for 85 years to cross the

largest sand desert on earth,

traveling on foot and by camel

from Salalah to Doha in 49 days,

retracing the first-ever crossing

of the Rub al Khali that took place

in 1931.

Outward Bound Oman exec-

utive director Mark Evans stated

that a priority at Outward Bound

Oman is to develop the national

talent of Oman to help make Vi-

sion 2040 a reality, so the de-

served appointment of Zadjali to

COO is justified reward for 12

years of outstanding perform-

ance. “He is exactly the right man

to play a key role in the sustain-

able evolution of Outward Bound

in Oman to ensure as many peo-

ple as possible benefit from the

Outward Bound experience in

the years to come.”

Zadjali added, “From my early

years working as an instructor on

our courses in the mountains and

the desert, I have seen first-hand

the impact that Outward Bound

has on participants. Be they

emerging talent from leading

companies, or unemployed job-

seekers, the impact is immense.

Without doubt, Outward Bound

Oman changes lives, and I am

deeply honoured to be given the

opportunity to play a leading role

in the continued growth of Out-

ward Bound here in Oman.”

Outward Bound Oman’s third

national training centre is due to

open on Jebel Akdhar before the

end of 2021, increasing the or-

ganisation’s capacity to shape

the lives of more people in the

years ahead.

Outward Bound Oman 
appoints Zadjali as its
chief operating officer

In line with its commitment to

Corporate Social Responsibility

and Sustainability, Bank Muscat,

the leading financial services

provider in the sultanate, has 

announced the launch of an up-

graded website (https://maliy-

atbankmuscat.com) for its free

Maliyat financial literacy pro-

gramme. 

First launched in 2019 by the

bank to equip citizens and resi-

dents in Oman alike with the es-

sential skills they need to better

manage their finances and take

prudent decisions, Maliyat has

been seeing a steady rise in the

number of online enrollments.

With well-structured pro-

gramme content that caters to

the needs of all age-groups, the

key aspects of the training in-

clude defining personal financial

goals and financial planning to

achieve one’s goals.

The online self-learning pro-

gramme covers important finan-

cial topics such as personal

budgets, fiscal responsibility,

how to manage income and ex-

penditure as well as general eco-

nomic outlook and macro-eco-

nomic policies. 

The course will greatly help

people understand personal fi-

nance management and budget-

ing in their daily lives. They will

be able to better understand fi-

nancial concepts like personal

budgets, loans, insurance, and

calculation of interest. 

It will help them plan for their

future so as to be able to respond

effectively to any life-changing

event like an economic downturn

or job loss. 

Financial literacy is now more

important than ever in today’s

dynamic environment. It is an es-

sential element in constructing a

solid foundation for future eco-

nomic growth and prosperity of

the nation. Hence, Maliyat was

conceptualized as a key 

component of the bank’s sus-

tainability strategy. Its curricu-

lum comprises macro-economic

theory, age-appropriate financial

best practices as well as an edu-

cational process that validates

and reinforces the financial 

best practices learnt during 

the course. 

Participants in the course will

also be able to choose various fi-

nancial products like insurance

and loans in the future based on

their actual needs and financial

capabilities. To encourage par-

ticipants, digital certificates will

be awarded on the completion of

each module. The bank hopes to

encourage everyone, both Oma-

nis and expatriates, to use this

online financial literacy course to

enhance their understanding and

practical knowledge of financial

concepts so as to help them re-

alise their dreams for the future. 

Bank Muscat brings a wealth

of financial expertise to the table

with different financial literacy,

awareness and coaching pro-

grammes. The bank's free Irshad

financial coaching programme

helps SMEs, startups, and indi-

viduals learn how to manage

their finances and plan ahead for

the future. 

Some of the important topics

covered by this free mentoring

programme include understand-

ing how to set up a new business,

personal finance and managing

expenses, retirement planning

and Islamic financing concepts.

Bank Muscat’s free Maliyat programme
launches upgraded financial literacy website 

Shaza Hotels maintains ambi-

tious growth plans in the Middle

East with various properties to

open in the coming years in Jed-

dah, Dubai, Salalah and Doha.

The expansion plans include

Mysk Jeddah, Mysk Kuwait,

Shaza Salalah, Shaza Doha and

Mysk The Palm, on Palm

Jumeirah in Dubai that is to open

its doors in time for EXPO 2020

Dubai.

Another dazzling destination

in the pipeline is The Mysk

Moon Retreat, settled amidst

the sandy desserts of Mleiha re-

gion in Sharjah, it is set to open

in 2021, offering luxury glamping

tents with private pools and

unique service standards un-

heard to the region

In Saudi Arabia, Shaza is al-

ready a household name in the

hospitality sector as it operates

three luxury hotels in three

prime locations: Shaza Makkah,

one of the first in line hotels in

Jebel al Ka’abah overlooking Al

Masjid al Haram, Shaza Madi-

nah, right next to Al Masjid al

Nabawi, and Shaza Riyadh, in

the buzzing heart of the capital

next to Al Rajhi grand mosque.

Shaza also operates Mysk by

Shaza al Mouj Muscat, overlook-

ing the vibrant marina of Al

Mouj in Muscat, and the four re-

treats of Sharjah Collection by

Mysk including Mysk al Faya Re-

treat, Mysk Kingfisher Retreat,

Mysk al Badayer Retreat, and

the soon to be opened Mysk

Moon Retreat at Sharjah.

Each of these retreats offer a

unique perspective of glamping

atmospheres, service rituals, and

guest experience that are un-

heard of in the region, making

them serene, luxury, contempo-

rary, and bespoke retreats.

Shaji Abu Salih, corporate di-

rector of Business Development

at Shaza Hotels, said, “The Mid-

dle East and GCC in particular

make the key feeder markets for

Shaza Hotels. We aim to be-

come a true embodiment of the

authentic Arabian hospitality

that is synonymous to this re-

gion, focusing on delivering the

highest hospitality standards

that our guests truly deserve.”

“Travelling and the love of

travel have always been a core

value of everything that we do at

Shaza, and our expansion plans

are no different. You can see

that in our interiors, in our hos-

pitality, and our business as well.

Like those true explorers of the

past, we love travelling and we

seek the adventure of a new

place,” he added.

Salih also commented on the

groups expansion plans within

Saudi Arabia.

“As we expanded our suc-

cesses to the region, we are also

planning on retrieve some of

those successes back to the

Kingdom, especially with the op-

portunities brought by Vision

2030. Our next focus in Saudi is

on eco-retreats and glamping

experiences with Mysk By Shaza

brand, which is quite successful

in UAE with our retreats.”

While other brands may take

pride in the cultural representa-

tion of their nations or locations,

Shaza hotels took a different ho-

listic approach of celebrating an

integral part of the history of

global civilisation; the silk route. 

Shaza hotels offer their trav-

eller guests a continuation of

their journey within the hotel 

itself, through curated experi-

ences set in contemporary-lux-

ury spaces, designed for those

who seek to explore and delight

in the lavish elements of the by-

gone Eastern roads of trade.

Shaza Hotels maintains 
ambitious growth plans in ME

Chat for hours without wor-

rying about running out of

credit or about extra

charges, with Ooredoo’s

unlimited voice plan. 

Available for all new and

existing prepaid and post-

paid customers for only

RO3.150 and valid for a

whole week, subscribers

can stay connected to fam-

ily and friends on any net-

work without the fear of

racking up a hefty bill. With

a wide range of plans that fit

perfectly into every cus-

tomer’s needs and budget,

Ooredoo plans are the per-

fect mix of flexibility, great

value, simplicity and most

of all, convenience.

Ooredoo continues to

launch a variety of promo-

tions and initiatives to meet

and exceed its users’ tele-

coms needs. 

To activate the unlimited

voice plan users can simply

head to the Ooredoo app or

subscribe by dialling

*555*999#.

Chat for

hours

with

Ooredoo
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Providing personalised banking

solutions that keep its cus-

tomers’ values in mind, Muzn,

National Bank of Oman’s (NBO)

Islamic banking window offers a

range of consumer financing fa-

cilities that tick all the boxes. 

From Home, Auto, Education,

Travel and Goods financing, each

comes with an easy application

process, fast processing and

competitive monthly instal-

ments, while the bank’s distin-

guished Sharia’a Supervisory

Board ensures complete Sharia’a

compliance.

Salima al Marzouqi, Chief Is-

lamic Banking Officer (CIBO),

said, “At Muzn, we believe that

banking should be made simple

for everyone. That’s why we offer

innovative, competitive and

quality Islamic banking products

and services that meet the dis-

tinctive needs of our customers.

Backed by our dedicated cus-

tomer service, they can fulfil their

life goals without compromising

their values.”

Open to Omani nationals and

residents, Muzn Education Fi-

nance is based on the concept of

Services Ijarah which offers fi-

nancing to get educational facili-

ties from institutions inside and

outside Oman. 

Home Financing is available to

Omani nationals and is based on

the concept of Ijarah and Dimin-

ishing Musharakah. Customers

have the option to buy a new

home, get their dream home

constructed or convert their ex-

isting financing to a Sharia’a-

compliant facility. The Car

Financing and Consumer Goods

Financing facilities are based on

the concept of Murabaha, offer-

ing flexible tenures for all the cit-

izens and residents between the

ages of 21 and 60.

To find out more about fi-

nancing facilities, call 24770001

or visit www.muzn.om.

life’s most important
investments made
easy with nBo’s muzn 

Omantel, the first homegrown

telecommunications services

provider in Oman, will continue

its long-standing support of mul-

tiple motor racing champion

Ahmad al Harthy throughout the

second half of 2021 as the Aston

Martin Vantage GT3 driver

makes his eagerly awaited track

return.

Almost five months since he

was last in action, during the

Middle East-based Asian Le

Mans Series, the sultanate’s

most successful racer is ab-

solutely delighted to make his

first partner announcement

ahead of his just announced re-

turn to the Intelligent Money

British GT Championship next

month.

In its position as the leading

telecommunications provider in

Oman, Omantel is focused on

fulfilling the needs of its many

customers – both business and

personal – with first class serv-

ices and the highest standards of

professionalism.

Sustainability is at the core of

the business model with a vision

focusing on three key areas,

namely digital inclusion, respon-

sibility and innovation. With re-

gard to the latter, Omantel is

forging forward with its rollout of

5G across the sultanate – bring-

ing immense benefits to the peo-

ple of Oman.

Omantel has a very strong

and successful history of sup-

porting the best Omani talent in

many fields, not least in sporting

endeavours, and the company

has been an integral part of Al

Harthy and Oman Racing’s win-

ning partnership portfolio since

the beginning of his motorsport

career.

“I really am so delighted to be

able to confirm the continued

support of Omantel this year for

our upcoming race programme,

our partnership is a long-stand-

ing and very successful one and

it’s an honour for me to continue

representing Omantel on and off

track,” said Al Harthy.

“We’ve just announced our

return to British GT next month,

and have more exciting an-

nouncements to come with re-

gard to additional races this year.

It’s been a very long five months

since the Asian Le Mans Series,

so I can’t wait to be back on

track. Of course, it’s been a very

challenging time since the

COVID-19 pandemic began last

year so I am incredibly grateful

for the amazing support of

Omantel.”

On behalf of Omantel, Saba al

Busaidi, senior manager Corpo-

rate Affairs, commented,

“Ahmad al Harthy has been

Oman’s pride on the racing cir-

cuit. Omantel is always keen to

associate itself with, and stand

behind, outstanding Omani tal-

ent with its support. The com-

pany has been partnering with

Ahmad since 2016 and wel-

comes his return to the track. 

“This partnership also embod-

ies leadership position, speed,

talent and the ability to conquer

all challenges – qualities that

both Oman’s favourite racer and

Oman’s favourite telecom com-

pany share. Omantel is sure that

Ahmad will keep making Oman

proud.”

Just before the world changed

in March 2020 when the global

coronavirus outbreak took hold,

Al Harthy was scheduled to

make a full-time return to the In-

telligent Money British GT

Championship but the pandemic

halted any racing activity for the

Omani until October last year.

Al Harthy ‘delighted’ with
renewed Omantel support

Blood donation camp held in nizwa

We Help Blood Donors Oman, in association with Maithri Nizwa and Nizwa Hospital, conducted a blood

donation camp on Friday. Twenty-seven people donated blood 

To safeguard the health and

safety of its employees and cus-

tomers against the spread of

COVID-19, Suhail Bahwan Auto-

mobiles (SBA) has initiated a

vaccination drive for its employ-

ees across the organisation. 

The vaccination drive was ini-

tiated as per the Oman govern-

ment’s guidelines and protocols.

So far, nearly 500 employees

have been immunised with the

COVID-19 vaccine and 95 per

cent of these employees have re-

ceived both the doses as per

norms set by Ministry of Health.

A spokesperson for Suhail

Bahwan Automobiles said, “Vac-

cination is a proven way to suc-

cessfully reduce the risk of

spreading the virus, safeguard

health and help provide a safe

purchase environment across

our workshops and showrooms.

Through this initiative, we aim to

protect our employees from

COVID-19 as well as contribute

towards the nationwide immuni-

sation efforts. We are confident

that with adequate safety meas-

ures and vaccination drives, we

shall overcome this challenging

situation.”

‘Nissan Safe & Clean'
certification
Nissan recently received the cov-

eted ‘Nissan Safe & Clean' certi-

fication from Nissan Middle East

FZE (NMEF) for complying with

the sales and service COVID-19

protocols established as per the

programme. 

Designed to maintain high

levels of health and safety meas-

ures across authorised Nissan

dealers in the region, Nissan

Middle East FZE (NMEF) ‘Safe &

Clean’ certification programme

requires partners to abide by set

preventive and safety measures.

Keeping in mind that the safety

of its customers, associates, em-

ployees, and community is of up-

permost priority, NMEF had

prepared a set of guidelines in

the region on safety procedures

which covers customer safety,

employee safety at workplace

and facility network. 

Suhail Bahwan Automobiles begins vaccination drive

Indian School Muscat (ISM) 

excelled in the CBSE Class XII

examinations; with their remark-

able achievement, the students

of the Science, Commerce and

Humanities Streams have effec-

tively established their school's

status in the league of extraordi-

nary educational institutions. By

having all of the stream toppers

come from Indian School Mus-

cat, the school has achieved a

new milestone. 

Dr Rajeev Kumar Chauhan,

principal, congratulated all stake-

holders for achieving 100 per cent

results and outstanding records

set by students despite the chal-

lenges they experienced owing

to the pandemic that began at

the start of the school year.

Three students from Indian

School Muscat topped the

Oman list, Arjun Amit Athalye

was the school and Oman top-

per in the Commerce stream

with 99.4 per cent, Rahul Sriram

was the school and Oman top-

per in the Science stream with

99.2 per cent, and Anjali Un-

nithan was the top Humanities

student with 99 per cent. ISM

expressed delight in the per-

formance of its students.

Indian School Muscat is ec-

static, claiming that their stu-

dents have performed higher

than competitors. 11 per cent of

students received an A1 in all

disciplines which is a phenome-

nal record. Out of the 407 stu-

dents that took the exam, 48.6

per cent obtained scores ranging

from 90 to 100. It is very note-

worthy that 84 per cent of stu-

dents got an 80 per cent or

higher in various disciplines, with

15 individuals receiving a perfect

score of 100. 

This year’s exceptional per-

formance showed the school’s

commitment to be unsurpassed

in academics.

Stream toppers
Arjun Amit Athalye topped the

Commerce stream with a stag-

gering score of 99.4 per cent,

which is the highest percentage

of marks ever achieved by a stu-

dent in the sultanate. In the

Commerce stream, Liza Andrea

D’Sa came second with a score

of 97.6 per cent, while Sanshikha

Satpal Mamotra came third with

a score of 97.4 per cent.

In the Science stream, Rahul

Sriram took first place with a

score of 99.2 per cent, closely

followed by Indraneel Singh

Solanki in second place with a

score of 99.0 per cent, and

Adithya Sainath and Jayden

Christopher Fernandes jointly

share the third place with a

score of 98.4 per cent.

In the Humanities Stream,

Anjali Unnithan scored 99.0 per

cent and topped the

stream,while Anuska Saha, who

scored 98.4 per cent stood sec-

ond and Snigdha Suresh who

scored 97.8 per cent secured the

third position.

Centum scorers
The most noteworthy highlight

of result is that 15 students

scored a perfect score of 100 in

various subjects making their

alma mater extremely proud. 

Rahul Sriram and Arjun Amit

Athalye both scored three cen-

tums while Indraneel Singh

Solanki and Jayden Christopher

Fernandes each earned two cen-

tums. Kritvi Sharma, Janhavi Rao

Kaza, Ardra Salil Bhaskar, Cather-

ine Naveen, and Ananya Kulkarni,

who scored a flawless 100, were

the other centum achievers.

On behalf of SMC, Sachin

Toprani, president, congratu-

lated and appreciated all stu-

dents, teachers, and parents for

their exceptional performance in

the class XII Board Examination.

He also thanked principal, vice

principal, Senior Section, assis-

tant vice principal, heads of de-

partments and the whole Senior

Section faculty members for

their dedication and unstinted

endeavor in mentoring the stu-

dents to achieve such stupen-

dous results.

ISM achieves new milestone as students excel in CBSE Class XII exams 

Arjun Amit Athalye Rahul Sriram Anjali Unnithan Indraneel Singh Solanki Liza Andrea D’Sa

Anuska Saha Adithya Sainath Jayden Christopher Fernandes Sanshikha Satpal Mamotra Snigdha Suresh

The National Business Centre

(NBC), which pertains to the Pub-

lic Establishment for Industrial Es-

tates – Madayn, organised a

workshop on the fundamentals of

digital marketing for companies.

Organised in cooperation with

Rumoz Company at the Knowl-

edge Oasis Muscat, the workshop

highlighted the elements of an ef-

fective marketing plan, key mar-

keting platforms, digital

marketing methods, in addition to

an implementation of practical

exercises to enrich knowledge

and expertise of the participants. 

NBC holds a series of events

and discussion sessions for the

entrepreneurs to exchange

knowledge, views and expertise

in several major topics to con-

tribute in developing and ad-

vancing their projects. The Na-

tional Business Centre was

launched by Madayn to offer

promising Omani entrepreneurs

a platform to develop their busi-

ness ideas and advance them

into growing ventures. 

NBC aims at facilitating, sup-

porting and contributing to the

growth of investable ideas into

successful businesses; building

entrepreneurial skills through

dedicated and focused training,

coaching and mentoring; and

providing business support facil-

ities from office space, adminis-

trative support, financial support

and consultancy services that are

crucial in ensuring the success

and survival of new ventures.

NBC organises workshop on digital marketing
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Yangon, Myanmar - Myanmar’s

junta chief said on Sunday that

elections would be held and a

state of emergency lifted by Au-

gust 2023, extending the mili-

tary’s initial timeline given when

it deposed Aung San Suu Kyi six

months ago.

The country has been in tur-

moil since the army ousted the

civilian leader in February,

launching a bloody crackdown

on dissent that has killed more

than 900 people according to a

local monitoring group.

A resurgent coronavirus wave

has also amplified havoc, with

many hospitals empty of pro-

democracy medical staff, and the

World Bank has forecast the

economy will contract by up to

18 per cent.

In a televised address junta

leader Min Aung Hlaing said the

military would ‘accomplish the

provisions of the state of emer-

gency by August 2023’.

“I pledge to hold multi-party

elections without fail,” he added.

The general’s announcement

would place Myanmar in the mil-

itary’s grip for nearly two and a

half years - instead of the initial

one-year timeline the army an-

nounced days after the coup.

The State Administration

Council - as the junta calls itself

- also announced in a separate

statement that Min Aung Hlaing

had been appointed as the prime

minister of the ‘caretaker gov-

ernment’.

The army has justified its

power grab by alleging massive

fraud during 2020 elections won

by Suu Kyi’s National League for

Democracy (NLD) in a landslide,

and has threatened to dissolve

the party.

Last week the junta cancelled

the results of the polls, announc-

ing it had uncovered more than

11mn instances of voter fraud.

Suu Kyi has been detained

since February 1 and faces an

eclectic raft of charges, from

flouting coronavirus restrictions

to illegally importing walkie

talkies, which could see her jailed

for more than a decade.

ASEAN special envoy
International pressure, including

sanctions targeting the military,

has done little to knock the junta

off course.

The regional ten country As-

sociation of Southeast Asian Na-

tions (ASEAN) has tried to

negotiate with the regime -

though critics say the bloc lacks

diplomatic clout and unity.

ASEAN leaders in April called

for an ‘immediate cessation of vi-

olence’ and a visit to Myanmar

by a regional special envoy, an

agreement that was later walked

back by Min Aung Hlaing.

On Sunday, the general an-

nounced the selection of an

ASEAN special envoy - Thai-

land’s former deputy foreign

minister Virasakdi Futrakul - and

declared the junta ‘ready to work

on ASEAN cooperation’. 

Myanmar’s military has long

had a close relationship with its

Thai counterpart - which has a

track record of being putsch-

happy, staging more than a

dozen coups in Thailand since

the end of absolutism in 1932.

‘Remarkable
courage’
Across Myanmar small groups

of demonstrators marched on

Sunday, six months after soldiers

launched the coup with pre-

dawn raids ending a decade-long

experiment with democracy.

Protesters in the northern

town of Kale held banners read-

ing ‘strength for the revolution’

while demonstrators let off flares

at a march in the commercial

capital Yangon.

Tens of thousands of civil ser-

vants and other workers have ei-

ther been sacked for joining

rallies or are still on strike in sup-

port of a nationwide civil disobe-

dience campaign.

“In the six months since the

coup, the people of Myanmar

have demonstrated remarkable

courage and conviction in the

face of widespread violence,”

said the US Embassy in Myan-

mar on its official Facebook page

Sunday.

“The United States remains

firmly committed to supporting

the people of Myanmar in their

aspirations for a democratic, in-

clusive future of their own

choosing.”

The NLD saw its support in-

crease in the 2020 vote com-

pared with the previous 2015

election. In a report on the 2020

polls, the Asian Network for Free

Elections monitoring group said

the elections were ‘by and large,

representative of the will of the

people’.

AFP

Fresh elections in two years,
assures Myanmar junta chief

This file photo shows Myanmar armed forces chief Senior General Min Aung Hlaing saluting during an annual

parade put on by the military to mark Armed Forces Day in the capital Naypyidaw on March 27 this year (AFP)

Tehran, Iran - Iran on Sunday re-

jected Israel’s ‘baseless accusa-

tions’ of being behind a deadly

tanker attack off Oman, vowing

to defend its interests after its

arch-foe pushed for UN action

against Tehran.

The MT Mercer Street, man-

aged by prominent Israeli billion-

aire Eyal Ofer, was struck on

Thursday off the coast of Oman,

in an incident Israel has blamed

on Iran.

Two crew members were

killed, a British security guard

and a Romanian crew member,

in what the US military and the

vessel’s operator Zodiac Mar-

itime said appeared to be a drone

strike.

On Friday, Israeli Foreign Min-

ister Yair Lapid said he had or-

dered the nation’s diplomats to

push for UN action against ‘Iran-

ian terrorism’.

But Iran dismissed the claims.

“The Zionist regime ... must

stop such baseless accusations -

and it is not their first time to di-

rect such accusations at Iran,”

Iran’s Foreign Ministry

spokesman Saeed Khatibzadeh

told reporters in a televised press

conference.

“Iran will not hesitate for a

moment to defend its... interests

and national security,” Khati-

bzadeh added.

On Saturday, US Secretary of

State Antony Blinken spoke to

Lapid and agreed to work with

other allies ‘to investigate the

facts, provide support, and con-

sider the appropriate next steps’,

according to a State Department

statement.

Maritime industry analysts

Dryad Global said the attack was

the fifth against a ship connected

to Israel since February.

The oil products tanker was

travelling from Dar es Salaam in

Tanzania to Fujairah in the

United Arab Emirates with no

cargo aboard when it was struck,

Zodiac Maritime said.

Tit-for-tat attacks
In recent months, there have

been several reported attacks on

Iran’s shipping fleet, that Tehran

has linked to Israel.

In March, Iran’s Foreign Min-

istry said it was ‘considering all

options’ in response to an attack

on a cargo ship in the Mediter-

ranean it blamed on Israel.

And in April, Tehran said its

freighter Saviz was hit by an ‘ex-

plosion’ in the Red Sea, after

media reports said Israel had

struck the ship.

The New York Times reported

at the time that the Saviz had

been targeted in an Israeli ‘retal-

iatory’ attack after ‘Iran’s earlier

strikes on Israeli ships’. It came at

a time of heightened tensions

between the foes, with reports of

a series of tit-for-tat attacks on

shipping since early March.

AFP

Israel accusations
over ship attack
baseless, says Iran

Montreal, Canada - Hundreds of

protesters in Canada’s capital

called on Saturday for a probe

into a boarding school system for

indigenous children, as outrage

built after the discovery of hun-

dreds of unmarked graves at sev-

eral of the facilities.

Until the 1990s, some

150,000 indigenous, Inuit and

Metis youths were forcibly en-

rolled in the schools, where stu-

dents were physically and

sexually abused by headmasters

and teachers who stripped them

of their culture and language.

‘Indigenous Peoples need

truth and justice,’ MP Mumilaaq

Qaqqaq wrote on Instagram.

‘That means a special prose-

cutor and a fully-funded inde-

pendent investigation, with

international observers present,

into Canada’s crimes against In-

digenous Peoples,’ she added,

calling on Prime Minister Justin

Trudeau and Justice Minister

David Lametti ‘to stop making

excuses’ and launch a probe.

The demonstrators gathered

on Parliament Hill in Ottawa

after two lawmakers called for a

protest. 

Since late May, over 1,000

unmarked graves were found

near former residential schools -

discoveries that have outraged

the country. Thousands died at

the schools, and many were sub-

jected to abuse.

AFP

Demand for probe after deaths
of indigenous children in Canada

Ziria, Greece - Nearly 300 fire-

fighters, two water bomber

planes and five helicopters were

battling on Sunday to put out a

forest fire in Greece that has so

far destroyed around 20 homes

and injured eight people, author-

ities said.

Five villages have been evac-

uated and eight people hospi-

talised with burns and

respiratory problems since the

fire broke out early on Saturday

near Patras, in the Peloponnese,

about 210km west of Athens, the

firefighting service said. 

The mayor of nearby

Aigialeias, Dimitris Kalogeropou-

los, called it ‘an immense catas-

trophe’. 

“There has not yet been an of-

ficial assessment of the damage,

but around ten houses in the

area of Ziria have burnt down, as

well as farming sheds and ani-

mals stables, which is a lot for

the residents of the region who

make their living from agricul-

ture,” he told the ANA news

agency.

Aigialeias’ town hall provided

emergency accommodation on

Saturday for people who had to

flee their villages.

The local newspaper, Pa-

trastimes, reported that around

30 houses, farming sheds and

stables were consumed by

flames in the villages of Ziria, Ka-

mares, Achaias and Labiri.

“We slept outside overnight,

terrified that we would not have

a house when we woke up,” a

Labiri resident told Greek TV sta-

tion Skai.

The seaside resort of Loggos

was also evacuated, with nearly

100 residents and tourists sent

to the nearby city of Aigio. 

AFP

Firefighters, water bombers
battle to extinguish forest blaze

A file photo of Nunavut MP Mumilaaq Qaqqaq

Firefighters battle a wildfire in Labiri, near Patras, on Saturday (AFP)
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Washington, US - Imagine a

COVID-19 vaccine that came as

a pill: No needles, no medical

professionals required to ad-

minister it, potentially delivered

directly to people’s homes. 

Israeli pharmaceutical

Oramed is attempting to ac-

complish just that, and is poised

to start its first clinical trial in

early August, CEO Nadav

Kidron told AFP in an interview.

With just 15 per cent of the

world's population fully vacci-

nated, the global fight to end the

pandemic is far from over.

Oral vaccines are particularly

attractive for the developing

world, because they reduce the

logistical burden of immunisa-

tion campaigns, said Kidron.

But they could also increase

uptake in wealthy countries

where needle aversion is an

often missed factor in hesitancy. 

A recent survey found nearly

19mn Americans who decline

vaccines would take them if

they had a pill option. 

“In order for the vaccine to

really work well, we need as

many people to take it as possi-

ble,” said Kidron. Other benefits

include reduced syringe and

plastic waste, and potentially

fewer side effects.

Challenges for 
oral delivery
Despite many theoretical 

advantages, there have been

few successful oral vaccines 

because the active ingredients

tend not to survive the journey

through the gastro-intestinal

tract.

Exceptions include vaccines

for diseases that are themselves

transmitted through the mouth

and digestive system - for ex-

ample there is an effective oral

polio vaccine.

Oramed, which was founded

in 2006, believes it has over-

come the technical hurdles by

designing a capsule that sur-

vives the highly acidic environ-

ment of the gut. 

It invented its technology for

a previous product, an experi-

mental oral form of insulin, the

lifesaving drug required by dia-

betics that has until now been

only administered by injection. 

Developed with Nobel Prize

winning biochemist Avram Her-

shko who is on Oramed’s scien-

tific advisory board, the com-

pany’s capsule has a highly pro-

tective coating that makes it

slow to degrade.

It also releases molecules

called protease inhibitors that

stop enzymes in the small intes-

tine from breaking down the in-

sulin, and an absorption

enhancer to help the insulin

cross into the bloodstream.

This drug has been dosed in

hundreds of patients in late

stage clinical trials in the US,

with results expected in Sep-

tember 2022.

Oramed has now launched a

new majority-owned company

called Oravax, which takes the

capsule technology from the

oral insulin product and uses it

for an oral COVID-19 vaccine.

Virus-like particle
To evoke an immune response,

the company’s scientists have

designed synthetic coronavirus-

like particles. 

These mimic three key struc-

tures of the pathogen: The spike

protein, the envelope protein

and the membrane protein.

Most currently authorized

vaccines, like Pfizer or As-

traZeneca, are based on the

spike protein alone, making

them less protective over time

as the spike protein of the coro-

navirus mutates. 

By targeting multiple parts of

the virus, including structures

that mutate less, the Oravax

vaccine could be more variant-

proof, Kidron said.

The company has applied to

begin trials in multiple countries

and expects to begin its first in

Israel within weeks, pending ap-

proval from the health ministry.

Kidron said he foresaw a role

for the vaccine initially in devel-

oping countries which haven't

yet bought up enough supply of

current vaccines - before even-

tually developed markets.

AFP

Israeli company developing oral vaccine

A medic performs a coronavirus swab test on a child, in Jerusalem on Sunday (AFP)

Tel Aviv, Israel - Several hun-

dred Israelis demonstrated on

Saturday in Tel Aviv against

new coronavirus restrictions

and vaccines as positive cases

and hospitalisations rose to

levels not seen in months. 

The Health Ministry re-

ported on Saturday that

2,435 new COVID cases had

been recorded the day before

- the highest number since

March - driven by the more

contagious Delta variant.

There were 326 hospitali-

sations, the highest since

April, although well below the

January peak, when more

than 2,000 people were

being hospitalised daily.

Israel has in recent days

rolled out a booster vaccine

shot for older citizens, reim-

posed mask requirements in-

doors and restored ‘green

pass’ restrictions requiring

vaccine certificates for enter-

ing enclosed spaces such as

gyms, restaurants and hotels.

The rise in infections is a

step back after Israel’s world-

leading vaccine campaign

drove down new COVID-19

cases from 10,000 a day to

fewer than 100. Protesters on

Saturday flew a banner that

read, ‘There’s no pandemic,

it’s a con’. 

They even held up plac-

ards to denounce vaccines.

Israelis protest as rising
cases trigger new rules

Beijing, China - Chinese cities

rolled out mass testing of mil-

lions of people and imposed

fresh travel restrictions as health

authorities battled on Sunday to

contain the country’s most

widespread coronavirus out-

break in months.

China on Sunday reported 75

new coronavirus cases with 53

local transmissions, with a clus-

ter linked to an eastern airport

now reported to have spread to

over 20 cities and more than a

dozen provinces.

The outbreak is geographi-

cally the largest to hit China in

several months after the coun-

try's successes in largely snuff-

ing out the pandemic within its

borders last year.

That record has been thrown

into jeopardy after the fast-

spreading Delta variant broke

out at Nanjing airport in eastern

Jiangsu province in July. 

Authorities have now con-

ducted three rounds of testing

on the city’s 9.2mn residents

and placed hundreds of thou-

sands under lockdown, in an ef-

fort to curb an outbreak Beijing

has blamed on the highly conta-

gious Delta variant and the peak

tourist season.

They are also scrambling to

track more than 5,000 people

nationwide who attended a the-

atre festival in Zhangjiajie, a

tourist city in Hunan province

which has locked down all 1.5mn

residents and shut all tourist at-

tractions after four visitors

tested positive.

Health officials say the mini-

outbreak in Zhangjiajie was

sparked by travellers from Nan-

jing and has helped spread the

disease to more than 20 cities.

“Zhangjiajie has now become

the new ground zero for China's

epidemic spread,” virologist

Zhong Nanshan said.

“We must cast the net wider

when tracing close contacts of

the Delta variant.”

Beijing on Sunday reported

three locally transmitted infec-

tions - a family living on the out-

skirts of the Chinese capital that

had returned from Zhangjiajie,

the local health bureau said.

Beijing has cut all rail, bus and

air links with areas where coro-

navirus cases have been found.

The Chinese capital has also

closed its doors to tourists dur-

ing the peak summer holiday

travel season and is only allow-

ing ‘essential travellers’ with a

negative nucleic acid test to

enter. Fresh cases were also re-

ported Sunday on Hainan island

- another popular tourist desti-

nation - as well as Ningxia and

Shandong provinces, authorities

said.

The country is also battling a

separate rise in cases in the

flood-ravaged city of Zhengzhou

in Henan province.

AFP

China test millions as cases surge

A woman gets a nucleic acid test done for the COVID-19 coronavirus in

Zhengzhou, in China’s central Henan province on Saturday (AFP)

Phnom Penh, Cambodia - Cam-

bodia began a roll out of vacci-

nations for teenagers in its

capital Phnom Penh and three

provinces on Sunday, with Pre-

mier Hun Sen’s grandchildren

among the first to get the jab.

Several countries in South-

east Asia are currently experi-

encing a deadly COVID-19

resurgence largely driven by the

highly contagious Delta variant,

which has set back the region’s

successes last year in curbing

pandemic tolls.

While Cambodia appeared

to have escaped the brunt of the

virus last year, an outbreak first

detected in February has

steadily driven up the caseload

to nearly 78,000.

On Sunday, the kingdom

began vaccinating children be-

tween the ages of 12 to 17, start-

ing the campaign in its capital

Phnom Penh, as well as in the

three hardest-hit provinces of

Kandal, Koh Kong and Preah Si-

hanouk.

“The vaccination for children

today is a key step to herd im-

munity in communities,” said

the Cambodian leader. 

“Children are like bamboo

shoots. If the health of children

is damaged now, we won’t have

good bamboos.”

Earlier in the day, he watched

as doctors administered the Chi-

nese-made Sinovac to his

grandchildren. They will be

among the two million

teenagers expected to be vacci-

nated, Hun Sen said, adding that

the kingdom is mulling inoculat-

ing children aged ten and eleven.  

Several countries in Europe -

like Denmark, France and

Lithuania - have begun vacci-

nating children in a bid to faster

reach herd immunity.  

Hun Sen said Sunday author-

ities will also soon begin admin-

istering booster shots to adults

who are fully vaccinated, and

will take a page out of neigh-

bouring Thailand’s book by mix-

ing vaccines. 

AFP

Cambodia begins jabs for teenagers

A youth receives a vaccine at a clinic in Phnom Penh on Sunday (AFP)

Kandahar, Afghanistan - Afghan

government forces struggled

against Taliban assaults on sev-

eral major cities on Sunday as

the insurgents stepped up a na-

tionwide offensive that saw a key

airport in the south come under

rocket fire overnight.

Hundreds of commandos

were deployed to the western

city of Herat while authorities in

the southern city of Lashkar Gah

called for more troops to rein in

the assaults.

Fighting has surged across the

country since early May when

US-led foreign forces began a

final withdrawal from

Afghanistan that is now almost

complete. After seizing large

tracts of rural territory and cap-

turing key border crossings, the

Taliban have started assaulting

provincial capitals with gruelling

onslaughts. 

Flights out of Kandahar,

Afghanistan’s second-largest

city and the former stronghold

for the insurgents, were halted

after rockets struck the airport

before dawn.

Airport chief Massoud Pash-

tun said two rockets had hit the

runway and repairs were under-

way with planes likely to resume

service later on Sunday.

The facility is vital to main-

taining the logistics and air sup-

port needed to keep the Taliban

from overrunning the city, while

also providing aerial cover for

large tracts of southern

Afghanistan.

The attack came as the Tal-

iban inched closer to over-

whelming at least two other

provincial capitals, including

nearby Lashkar Gah in Helmand

province.

“Fighting is going on inside the

city and we have asked for spe-

cial forces to be deployed,”

Ataullah Afghan, head of Hel-

mand provincial council, said.

Afghan security forces have

increasingly relied on airstrikes

to push the militants back from

cities even as they run the risk of

hitting civilians in heavily popu-

lated areas.

“The city is in the worst con-

dition. I do not know what will

happen,” said Halim Karimi, a

resident of Lashkar Gah, a city of

200,000 residents.

“Neither the Taliban will have

mercy on us, nor will the govern-

ment stop bombing.”

Further west in Herat, fighting

continued on the city’s outskirts

overnight with airstrikes target-

ing Taliban positions, following

another day of dramatic clashes

between the insurgents and

Afghan security forces bolstered

by local militia fighters.

Herat provincial governor’s

spokesman Jailani Farhad said

around 100 militant fighters had

been killed in the attacks.

Both the Taliban and govern-

ment forces tend to exaggerate

their claims of casualties inflicted

on the other’s forces and true

counts are difficult to independ-

ently verify.

On Sunday, the Ministry of

Defence said that hundreds of

commandos had been sent to

Herat to help beat back the in-

surgent assault. ‘These forces

will increase offensive operations

and suppress the Taliban in

Herat,’ the ministry tweeted.

Increasing pressure
As fighting raged, President

Ashraf Ghani again slammed the

Taliban for failing to marshal

their negotiating power to reach

a peace deal.

“We want peace but they

want us to surrender,” Ghani said

at a Cabinet meeting.

The United Nations Assis-

tance Mission in Afghanistan

(UNAMA) also took issue with

the Taliban, demanding the in-

surgents ‘provide answers’ for

the rocket attack on its office in

Herat on Friday that killed an

Afghan guard.

In a tweet posted on Sunday,

UNAMA indicated there were

also ‘violent occurrences at the

Herat base’ on Saturday, without

offering further details.

For months, the Taliban’s

rapid territorial gains during the

final stages of the US military

withdrawal have largely been in

sparsely populated rural areas.

But in recent weeks they have

brought increasing pressure on

provincial capitals and seized key

border crossings.

The capture of any major

urban centre would take their

current offensive to another level

and fuel concerns that the army

is incapable of resisting the Tal-

iban's advances.

The government has repeat-

edly dismissed the militants’

steady gains over the summer as

lacking strategic value but has

largely failed to reverse their mo-

mentum on the battlefield.

The Taliban have seized

Afghan cities in the past but have

managed to retain them only

briefly.

The insurgents overran the

northern city of Kunduz in 2015

and 2016, and briefly held control

of Ghazni after setting ablaze key

government buildings and de-

stroying telecommunication

towers.

Top US officials and generals

have acknowledged that in re-

cent weeks the US military, de-

spite being in its final stages of

withdrawal, has carried out air

strikes against the Taliban to

help the Afghan forces keep the

insurgents from overrunning

urban areas.

AFP

Afghan forces battle to thwart Taliban assaults on key cities

An Afghan National Army commando stands guard on top of a vehicle along the road in Enjil district of Herat

province, as skirmishes between Afghan National Army and Taliban continues on Sunday (AFP)
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LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 and

only one instance of each number

Solution 20-25 words: Excellent, 15-20 words: Very good, 

10-15 words: Good, 5-10 words: Average

You have three minutes to

find all the words 

contained in this word. 

Rules: Words should be at

least four letters long, proper

nouns and duplicates don’t

count

WORD BUILDER

Each game will present you with a matrix filled with letters. 

The objective is to form words by linking adjacent letters - to the 

left, right, on top, bottom, or 

diagonal to each other. 

The Boggles Classic game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words are valued at

one point for each letter in excess of two letters. A three letter word

is worth one point, a four letter word is 

worth two points, and so on. 

Valid words must be at least three letters long. 

DO YOU SUDOKU?

BOGGLER
SUDOKU EASY 

ANSWER

kIDS COLOuRINg

DAILY CROSSWORD 
ANSWERS (AUGUST 01)

DAILY CROSSWORD

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21

You've always been drawn to strong, fiery people -- the kind who

make exciting company simply because you're never quite sure

what they might say or do next. Just that type -- your type -- could

be along shortly. But if you don't give yourself some time off 

from that caretaking job you've taken on, you'll never know. 

At least give yourself a couple of evenings off. 

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20

It's time to stand up for yourself, which has never been

something you've shied away from. You'll be more determined

than ever to ensure no one takes advantage of you. Your mission

is to resist letting your feelings show in the meantime. It might

not be easy, because your feelings go very deep. But if you want

to emerge victorious, a little bit of sugar goes a long, long way.

TEST YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE

Answers:1. b 2. c 3. d

©2020 Tribune Content Agency, LLC All rights reserved

 

  
 

 
  

   

 
 

  

 
 

  

   
  

 
   

  

 
 

 

   
  

  
   

   
 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 
   

 
 

 

  
 

  
 

 
  

 

 
 

    
 

 

 
  

  
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

   

   
  

  
  

 

 

 
 

 

 
  

  

 

 
 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 
  

 
 

 

  
  

 
 

  

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
  

 
   

 
  

 
     

    
  

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22

Throughout your life, pleasing the one you love has always been

at the very top of your priority list. You need to find some time

for yourself right now, however. After all, you really need to tend

to a personal matter. And while it may end up being a balancing

act -- not an easy one either -- if anyone can manage, it's you.

Now how about sharing your secret with the rest of the world?

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22

Subtlety has never been your strong suit -- but then, you've never

wanted it on your list of favourite qualities, so that's not a problem.

You much prefer being known for your ability to cut to the chase

and your very strong intuition when it comes to reading other

people's faces. So when whatever you're thinking emerges

immediately from your mouth, you won't be all that upset about it.

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22

You’re ordinarily far more concerned with home and family

matters than with anything that involves your outer life. But right

about now, you really will be thinking about only one thing: how

to let the powers that be know you're entirely capable of getting

the job done. Fortunately, you've been working so hard lately, the

higher-ups can't help but see your efforts. Give yourself a break.

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22

Every now and then, you need to spend some time alone,

thinking about what's really important to you. Take that time

now -- you really shouldn't let anyone convince you otherwise.

Cancel your appointments and sit down quietly in a place you

know you won't be disturbed. Take your time. When you're

done, you'll want to share your thoughts with the ones you love.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21

If you’re single, it's going to be a bumpy night. The last person

on earth you'd ever expect to reveal secret feelings to you will

be the first one who'll do it. Of course, you've been trying to

tell yourself those suspicions you've had were wrong; at this

point, you need to buckle down and admit they were right on.

And if you think about it, how could you possibly blame them?

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER 21

If anyone can mingle, it's you. You can chat with anyone about

anything, mostly because you know just enough about almost

everything to carry on a convincing conversation. So if you're out

with friends and you know that the person you've been

introduced to thinks you're a doctor, a scientist or an author

because of the vocabulary you're flinging around, have some fun.

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18

Enough is enough. It's time to break your routine in a very big

way. You're thinking that even if you have to look elsewhere, it

might be worth it -- and 'elsewhere' might mean another city,

state, coast or even country. If a long-distance move has been in

the back of your mind for a while, then start doing more than just

thinking about it. Make sure your passport is current.

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19

Better keep a box of tissues handy, because you're about to

become unusually sentimental. Nostalgic, even. And maybe in

the mood to reminisce. Whatever you're feeling at the moment

will emerge, regardless of whether you're comfortable with

letting others see it. So if you've been trying to hide your

feelings for a certain someone, you should forget about that. 

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20

Life is working out just fine at the moment. When things go along

this well, it's usually because two particular areas are as close to

perfect as possible, and those areas are love and money. If that's

the case, how about letting everyone else in on your secret? The

rest of the planet would just love to know how to get both those

departments working smoothly at the same time.

ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19

Seeing your family members in this type of mood is a rare

occurrence. They're fiery, assertive and willing to say anything that

crosses their minds -- except when it comes to exactly what they're

up to. You can tell something is going on, but no one will give you

even the tiniest of clues. They're keeping quiet, and they're proud of

it. They might be trying to keep a surprise from coming out?

YOUR DAILY HOROSCOPE

1. Bromine is a

a. black solid

b. red liquid

c. colourless gas

d. highly inflammable gas

2. The hardest substance

available on earth is

a. Gold

b. Iron

c. Diamond

d. Platinum

3. Tetraethyl lead is used as

a. pain killer

b. fire extinguisher

c. mosquito repellent

d. petrol additive

ACROSS

1 Clean the board

6 Llama’s cousin

12 Greek piazzas

18 Of mixed heritage:

Fr.

19 “___ in”; Land that

fish!

20 Crown’s shape

22 Source of

meaningful

sayings

25 Factory

26 Vast, old style

27 Rifles

28 George’s brother

29 River from

Switzerland to the

Rhine

30 Of the skull: prefix

31 Fork-tail sea birds

32 Active one

33 One on Soc. Sec.

34 Drones

35 Marble variety: pl.

37 Obligates

38 Mosaic piece

40 Bullring chants

41 “Altar”

constellation

42 Pollute

44 Exclamations of

surprise

45 Alloy with tin, e.g.

49 On the sand

52 Samson, for one

54 Make the first play

55 ___ de la Paix

56 Goes fast

57 Settle the account

58 Offers

59 Congress

persons: abbr.

60 Proceed resolutely

64 Seine sights

65 Aid partner?

66 Hilo honkers

67 Sandy’s musical

68 Female of the ruff

69 Burden

70 African Gold

Coast today

71 Shut up

72 O’Brien

namesakes

74 Spoken

75 Not so prevalent

77 Tunisian ruler

78 “You could hear

___ drop”

79 Protective wall

83 The reel things?

86 Make ___:

apologize

88 Willowy Kate

89 Broad St.

90 “___ Well . . .”

91 Scottish family

groups

92 Veggie skins

94 Mimic

95 Critic Lindstrom

96 Kind of millionaire

97 ___ Sea: WWII

battle site

98 Small brownish

songbirds

99 Very quickly

103 Florida settler?

104 Hockey player

105 Mountain ridge

106 Forsake

107 File clerk

108 Adjust

DOWN

1 Rival successfully

2 Hinders

3 Redress

4 Examine closely

5 Atlanta time zone

6 Boxing centers,

e.g.

7 Dud

8 City on the Illinois

9 Grad

10 Member of a state

or nation: abbr.

11 Olympians

12 “Haven’t seen him

in ___ age:”

13 Presents

14 Spheres

15 Defunct electronic

co.

16 Britain, in

literature

17 Become angry

21 Russian

emperors

22 1960s painting

movement

23 Band-leader

Woody

24 Painful areas

30 Famous name in

radium

31 Long curved claw

32 Radio

appurtenance

34 American castle

owner

36 Be humble

37 Small paper

fastener

39 Puts away

41 Accumulate

43 Ancient capital of

Egypt

44 Elide

45 Genus of

mosquitos

46 Spinach leaves,

among others

47 “___ Mame”

48 Fitted together

smoothly

49 Array

50 Closed tight

51 Hall of Famer

Olajuwon

53 Exude

54 One dimensional

57 Picture puzzle

58 Beethoven’s

birthplace

59 Madrid matron

61 Versatile

62 Patricia, of films

63 Old German coins

69 Washington bills

70 Shows pleasure

71 Tasteless

73 Pindar specialty: pl.

74 Previews

76 God of light

78 Cremona string

king?

80 Tahitian city

81 Still

82 Succinct

83 South American

swinelike animal

84 Straightened: var.

85 Missouri tributary

86 Totally mistaken

87 Ruined

88 Inadequate

91 Prettier

93 “Sesame Street”

roomie

94 English

composer’s family

96 Of small account

97 Goodman’s instr.

98 Word with hard or

house

100 Towel word

101 Actress ___ Stark

102 Distant

E

S

E

I

V

X
P

E

N
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TRAVEL   FEatUREs

Hitachi Seaside Park
Just an hour and a half northeast of Tokyo lies the Hitachi

Seaside Park famed for its year-round fields of flowers.

Spanning a total area of 350 hectares, the park is a riot of

colour at any time of year but plan your trip to coincide

with your favourite flowers and you’re in for a treat. July

sees the arrival of delicate orange native Japanese

sukashiyuri lilies, followed by a riot of colour as 350,000

zinnias flower. A burst of sunshine takes over the park in

August with 30,000 bright yellow sunflowers standing tall

against the clear blue skies. And in mid-October the park

turns scarlet as 32,000 kochia plants bloom, a dramatic

contrast to the evergreen pines that cover the hillsides.

Tokyo's Metropolitan Mountains
Not a lot of people know that Tokyo is home to lush forest,

dramatic mountain scenery and plenty of outdoor activi-

ties, even within the metropolitan city limits. One of the

most easily accessible mountains is Mount Takao with

hiking trails, a chair lift and a funicular railway providing

access to the mountaintop for everyone. It takes around

an hour to reach Takaosanguchi station by train from Shin-

juku or Tokyo. Once there, those who want to stretch their

legs and fill their lungs with fresh mountain air can set off

on one of the numbered hiking trails, with varying levels

of difficulty to satisfy all types of hikers. For visitors of de-

termination, small children, and those who just prefer to

take it easy, the funicular offers a highly scenic journey and

panoramic vistas. 

Forest Adventure Mishima Skywalk
Head to Shizuoka Prefecture southwest of Tokyo for a

thrilling eco-adventure as you zipline alongside Japan’s

longest suspension bridge at Forest Adventure Mishima

Skywalk. The park combines a number of different aerial

courses spread throughout the forest canopy, suitable for

all the family. Grown-ups can tackle the treetops on the

Adventure Course with climbing challenges, ziplines and

more that are sure to get the adrenalin pumping. Younger

family members can swing through the Canopy Course.

The highlight is the 300-metre zipline running alongside

Japan’s longest pedestrian suspension bridge – Mishima

Skywalk - with Shizuoka’s spectacular natural scenery and

views of Mount Fuji creating a breathtaking backdrop. A

truly unforgettable experience!
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Visit Japan

Heatwave hits
Olympic
marathon site
Japan's northern Hokkaido region was supposed to offer

cooler climes for next week's Olympic marathons and

race walks, but now the area is battling a heatwave.

Olympic organisers moved the two events from Tokyo

in 2019, worried that even shifting the start times to

dawn would not be enough to keep athletes safe from the

heat.

The summer temperatures in Hokkaido's Sapporo

were expected to be kinder - around five or six degrees

Celsius cooler than Tokyo - the International Olympic

Committee said. However, in the last week, tempera-

tures in Sapporo hit over 34 degrees Celsius (93 degrees

Fahrenheit), and they are forecast to hover between

maximums of 31 and 34 degrees over the next week,

when the race walks and marathons will take place.

The mercury has surged even higher elsewhere in

Hokkaido, with one town in the region becoming the first

place in Japan this year to record temperatures over 38

degrees.

The men's 20km race walk takes place in the region

on Thursday, followed by the women's race and the

marathons for men and women over the next few days.

Temperatures in Tokyo over the coming week are fore-

cast to range from maximums of 30 to 34 Celcius.

Heat has been a persistent concern for organisers,

with a raft of counter-measures drawn up including mist-

ing stations and ice jackets.

In its bid for the Games, Tokyo argued that its summer

included "many days of mild and sunny weather" and

would offer "an ideal climate for athletes to perform their

best," but many competitors and volunteers have strug-

gled with the conditions.

AFP

Japan National Tourism Organisation (JNTO) calls on tourists to explore Japan beyond Tokyo - one of the 
world’s largest metropolises.  During the summer months, hardcore adventurers can tackle the beautiful 
mountains, especially Mount Fuji, while for those who want to immerse themselves in more relaxed outdoor 
activities, there are plenty of options. With Japan’s rail system being highly efficient and affordable, jumping on
the train to access the neighbouring prefectures is a breeze, it says. As of now, there is a ban on entry of foreign
nationals from a host of countries, including Oman, due to COVID-19 restrictions. However, it is worthwhile to
make your plans for a visit after the Olympics, when things open up. Here are some options to consider:
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FOrmuLa One

hunGarIan Grand PrIX

Budapest, Hungary - Lewis

Hamilton missed the chance to

chalk up his 100th victory but did

take over the lead in the world

championship as France's 

Esteban Ocon steered his way

through a chaotic Hungarian

Grand Prix on Sunday to collect

his first ever win. 

After a tactical error dropped

pole-sitter Hamilton to last place,

the Briton picked his way

through the field, finally clawing

his way past Ocon's Alpine

teammate Fernando Alonso, to

finish third behind the 

Frenchman and Sebastian Vettel

in the Aston Martin.   

For 24-year-old Ocon, who

controlled the race from the

front, it marked a maiden win in

his 78th Grand Prix and a first 

victory for the new-look Alpine

set-up. "What a moment! It feels

so good!," said Ocon. 

"It's fantastic, what can I say?

Congrats to Fernando (Alonso)

as well, I think the win is also

thanks to him with the fight that

he did.   Max Verstappen's Red

Bull was damaged in a first lap

crash, which took out five cars,

and he eventually finished tenth,

leaving Hamilton to take a six-

point lead in the championship.

"Congratulations to the

Alpine team and to Esteban for

his first win - he's been a shining

star for a long time," said 

Hamilton who was booed again

during his post-race interview by

a section of the packed crowd

who blame him for the crash at

the British GP two weeks ago

which took out Verstappen.   

"Today was definitely tough,

we always make it difficult for

ourselves. "Crazy to think we

were the only ones on the grid at

the start, but these things 

happen and we learn from them.

I gave it everything and I have

nothing left in the end."

Two weeks after the contro-

versial collision between Hamil-

ton and Verstappen on the

opening lap at Silverstone, there

was early trouble again at the

Hungaroring, this time prompted

by Mercedes' Valtteri Bottas.

With the rain coming down,

the Finn triggered a series of 

collisions on the opening turn

which not only took him out of

the race but accounted for Red

Bull's Sergio Perez, Ferrari's

Charles Leclerc, the Aston 

Martin of Lance Stroll and the

McLaren of Lando Norris. 

Bottas acknowledged he was

at fault after being given a five-

place penalty on the grid for the

next race, the Belgian GP at Spa

at the end of August.

"I think that's fair enough,"

said Bottas. 

"I had a bad start and I lost the

momentum. I misjudged the

braking point and locked the

wheels. 

"I was responsible for hitting

Lando and that meant he cut

people off in front of him.

"It's not great for me and not

great others. It's not like I did it

on purpose."

AFP

OCOn trIumPhs 

West IndIes vs PakIstan 

seCOnd t20I

Providence, Guyana - Pakistan's

versatile bowling attack did just

enough to restrain a rampant

Nicholas Pooran and come away

with a seven-run victory over the

West Indies in the second T20

international of the four-match

series at the National Stadium in

Guyana on Saturday.

Pooran's explosive unbeaten

62 off 33 balls with six sixes and

four fours kept the West Indies

in with a chance of overcoming

the lethargy of much of their 

innings, even to the final over

when 20 runs were required to

overhaul Pakistan's total of 157

for eight.

However Shaheen Shah Afridi

claimed the wicket of captain

Kieron Pollard and then denied

the rampant Pooran at the next

three deliveries to ensure the 

visitors came away with the win.

West Indies were again un-

done in their run chase by the

number of scoreless deliveries,

47, in their innings, although

nothing could take away from

the outstanding bowling effort of

Mohammad Hafeez. Bowling the

first over of the innings, the vet-

eran off-spinning all-rounder

bowled Andre Fletcher with his

second ball and conceded just six

runs across his four overs.

West Indies suffered a set-

back when opening batsman

Evin Lewis retired hurt on 35

midway through the innings.

It was Jason Holder and

Dwayne Bravo who combined to

put the brakes on the Pakistan

scoring rate. Holder returned the

excellent figures of four for 26

while Bravo claimed two for 24

as the tourists squandered a

solid platform provided by Babar

Azam   and Mohammad Rizwan.

Babar's polished 51 off 58

balls with two sixes and four

fours was the topscore of the 

innings. He put on 67 runs for the

third wicket with Rizwan after

Sharjeel Khan and Rizwan had

set the stage for a challenging

target in putting on 56.

BRIEF SCORES: 

Pakistan 157-8 (Rizwan 46, 

Azam 51; Holder 4-26, Bravo 

2-24) beat West Indies 150-4 

(Lewis 35 retd hurt, Pooran 62

n.o.; Hafeez 1-6, Afridi 1-44, 

H Ali 1-32, M Wasim 1-32).

AFP

Pakistan beat WI 
by seven runs 

Jason Holder (R) of the West Indies congratulates Shaheen Afridi of

Pakistan after the visitors won the second T20I match on Saturday

Advocaat is
new Iraq coach 
The Hague, Netherlands - 

Veteran Dutch coach Dick Advo-

caat was on Saturday handed the

task of guiding Iraq to the 2022

World Cup finals.

The Iraq football federation

said the 73-year-old, who suc-

ceeds Streshko Katanic, was

chosen on the basis of 'his track

record, both with clubs and na-

tional teams', Dutch news

agency ANP reported, citing the

federation's board of directors.

Advocaat has managed the

Netherlands, the United Arab

Emirates, Belgium, Russia and

Serbia. At club level, he has

coached PSV Eindhoven, Borus-

sia Moenchengladbach and

Zenit Saint-Petersburg with who

he won the 2008 UEFA Cup.

AFP

Former England 
defender
Cooper dies
London, UK - Former Leeds and

England defender Terry Cooper

has died at the age of 77, the

English Premier League club 

announced on Saturday. 

Left-back Cooper won 20

caps and played at the 1970

World Cup in Mexico where de-

fending champions England were

defeated by West Germany in

the quarterfinals. He also played

351 times for Leeds between

1964 and 1975, scoring 11 times.

One of those goals was the 

winner in the 1968 League Cup

final against Arsenal.

AFP

French driver Esteban Ocon celebrates on the podium after winning the F1 Hungarian Grand Prix on Sunday

Hamilton fights
back from last
to third, takes
overall lead  



TENNIS

Tokyo, Japan  - Alexander

Zverev said that 'nothing is 

bigger' than winning an Olympic

gold medal after brushing aside

Karen Khachanov to take the

men's singles title in Tokyo on

Sunday. The fourth seed, who

ended Novak Djokovic's Golden

Grand Slam bid in the semifinals,

produced a dominant display to

win 6-3, 6-1 after just 79 minutes

at the Ariake Tennis Park.

"There is nothing better than

this," said Zverev, who fell to the

ground in celebration after

clinching the win. The world 

No 5 becomes only the second

German to win an Olympic 

singles gold after Steffi Graf in

1988, while Boris Becker and

Michael Stich took the

men's doubles crown four

years later.

Zverev is still waiting

for a maiden Grand Slam

title after several near

misses, including when he blew

a two-set lead to lose to Dominic

Thiem in last year's US Open

final. "To be honest, I don't want

to talk about the next Grand

Slam right now," he said when

asked if his Olympic success

could help him go one better at

Flushing Meadows next month.

"I just won the Olympic

Games and I think there's

nothing bigger than win-

ning the Olympic

Games."

The 24-year-old said

this victory trumps his

2018 ATP Finals triumph and 

his four Masters titles. "I can't

compare it because this is so

much bigger than anything 

else in sports, especially in ten-

nis," Zverev added.

Khachanov had continued his

return to form in Tokyo from 

recent weeks after reaching the

Wimbledon quarterfinals, but

this match proved a step too far.

"He played I think an 

outstanding match. He was just

better today, all credit to him,"

said the silver medallist.

Earlier on Sunday, Czechs

Barbora Krejcikova and Katerina

Siniakova added the women's

doubles gold to their 2021 French

Open title. Krejcikova, who also

won the Roland Garros singles

earlier this year, and Siniakova

beat Swiss pair Belinda Bencic

and Viktorija Golubic 7-5, 6-1.

The defeat meant Bencic missed

out on a second gold after win-

ning the singles on Saturday.

Also, Anastasia Pavly-

uchenkova and Andrey Rublev

won the mixed doubles gold on

Sunday, saving a match point

against fellow Russians Elena

Vesnina and Aslan Karatsev.

They sealed win in a deciding tie-

break, edging out their stubborn

opponents 6-3, 6-7 (5/7), 13-11.

AFP
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SpORTS

Gold Silver Bronze Total

China 24 14 13 51

USA 20 23 16 59

Japan 17 5 9 31 

Australia 14 3 14 31 

ROC 12 19 13 44 

Great Britain 10 10 12 32 

France 5 10 6 21 

South Korea 5 4 8 17 

Italy 4 8 15 27 

Netherlands 4 7 6 17 

Germany 4 4 11 19 

New Zealand 4 3 4 11 

Czech Republic 4 3 1 8 

Canada 3 4 7 14 

Switzerland 3 4 5 12 

Croatia 3 2 2 7 

Chinese Taipei 2 4 4 10 

Brazil 2 3 5 10 

Hungary 2 2 2 6 

(ROC* - Russian Olympic Committee)

MEdaLS TaBLE 
(Only selected nations)

BMX FREESTYLE

Tokyo, Japan - Britain's Charlotte

Worthington  won the inaugural

BMX freestyle Olympic title on

Sunday by landing the first-ever

360 backflip in women's compe-

tition. Worthington scored a

huge 97.50 points to take the

lead and could not be caught,

with favourite Hannah Roberts of

the United States taking silver

(96.10) and Switzerland's Nikita

Ducarroz bronze (89.20).

The British rider was working

full-time in a restaurant just three

years ago but found out that

BMX freestyle was on the pro-

gramme at the Tokyo Games.

"In 2018 I went to a couple of

events and contests and got

speaking to people and found out

about BMX being in the

Olympics, and British cycling

putting together a team," she

said. 

Australia's Logan Martin,

27, won the men's 

competition at Ariake

Urban Sports Park with a

score of 93.30, finishing

ahead of Venezuela's Daniel

Dhers (92.05) and Britain's 

Declan Brooks (90.80).

Landing tricks such as a triple

opposite tailwhip, 720 barspin

and a flair opposite downside

tailwhip, the world champion

kept his cool on a day when most

of his competitors were showing

nerves. "I've had so many highs

in my career, but I've never, ever

gotten teary, so that just shows

how meaningful this one is to

me," Martin said. "It's the biggest

stage of them all, the gold medal,

to bring that home and show my

son. It's amazing."

AFP

Charlotte Worthington competes at the Ariake Urban Sports Park on Sunday

Britain’s Worthington claims 
inaugural BMX freestyle gold 

Germany's Alexander Zverev poses with his gold medal during the Tokyo 2020 Olympic men's singles tennis medal ceremony at the Ariake Tennis Park in Tokyo on Sunday (AFP)

GOLF

Kawagoe, Japan - Xander

Schauffele paid tribute to his 

father - whose own Olympic

dreams were shattered in a car

accident - after winning the gold

medal at the Tokyo 2020 men's

golf tournament on Sunday.

Schauffele won by a shot from

surprise silver medallist Rory

Sabbatini of Slovakia after holing

a knee-knocking four-foot putt at

the 72nd hole at Kasumigaseki

Country Club. He was 

immediately embraced

by his tearful father 

Stefan, who is also his

swing coach and mentor. 

"I knew he was going to

be there crying, luckily he had

shades on, but it was really cool,"

said Schauffele. "This whole 

experience has been really 

special and to have him here is

even better." The American

world No 5 finished on 18-under

par 266 after carding a 67 while

veteran Sabbatini, 45, shot a

stunning, course-record 

ten-under par final round of 61 to

snatch a shock medal.

Schauffele's father was a top

German decathlete when his car

was hit by a drunk-driver nearly

40 years ago on his way to

Olympic training, and suffered

multiple injuries including the

loss of sight in his left eye. 

"My dad dedicated a big

chunk of his life for quite some

time to obtaining a medal and

that was taken away from him.

I'm just really, really happy and

fortunate to be sitting here.

"He's been my only swing

coach, and as the mentor you

sort of feed off your personal

examples to give to

someone younger than

you or older.  And his

were all Olympic-related.

He put all his eggs in one

basket for quite some time to

compete as a decathlete in the

Olympics.   It was swiped away

from him, but he saw potential in

me to become a good golfer."

Taiwan's C T Pan won bronze

after seeing off stars such as

Masters champion Hideki Mat-

suyama, four-time major winner

Rory McIlroy and British Open

winner Collin Morikawa during

an epic seven-man playoff which

stretched over four extra holes.

AFP

Gold in golf!
Schauffele 
hails his dad 

Xander Schauffele celebrates with his gold medal in Kawagoe on Sunday

‘NOTHING
IS BIGGER’
Zverev routs Khachanov to clinch 
men’s Olympic tennis gold 

BOXING

Tokyo, Japan - A French

super-heavyweight boxer

lashed out at an 'injustice' and

sat in protest on the side

of the ring after he was

disqualified for 

headbutting in the

quarterfinals on 

Sunday. In what was the

first major controversy in the

boxing in the Tokyo Olympics,

Mourad Aliev was disquali-

fied in the second round

against Britain's Frazer Clarke.

The 26-year-old Aliev sat be-

side the ring ropes afterwards,

seething, and claimed that 

officials had admitted they

had made a mistake. 

"I sat down to protest

against the unfair-

ness for me," he said.

"I prepared for these

Games for four years... I

really wanted to fight against

the injustice, so that was my

way to show that I don't agree

with that decision."

AFP

French boxer stages 
ringside sit-in protest

France's Mourad Aliev during the sit-in protest on Sunday
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BADMINTON

Tokyo, Japan - Indian badminton

star P V Sindhu hopes she can 

inspire a new generation after

adding Tokyo Olympic bronze to

her 2016 silver medal on Sunday.

The world champion beat

China's He Bingjiao 21-13, 21-15

to add another prize to her col-

lection, five years after finishing

second at the Rio Games.

Now she hopes the world's

second-most populous

country can use her

achievement as a

springboard for more

badminton success. "I'm

sure a lot of youngsters

and others will get motivated to

work hard and come up," she

said. "I'm sure we can do this. If I

can do it, everybody can do it."

Sindhu followed up her 2016

Olympic silver becoming the first

Indian women to win two indi-

vidual medals at the Olympics .

Later in the evening, China's

Chen Yufei won the women's

gold in a thriller against world 

No 1 Tzu-ying in the final. Yufei

won 21-18, 19-21, 21-18 to deny

Chinese Taipei a second straight

night of success in the sport.

Chinese Taipei had bagged its

first-ever Olympic badminton

medal on Saturday with gold in

the men's doubles competition.

Axelsen to face 
Chen in men’s final 
Denmark's world No 2 Viktor

Axelsen overcame a nervy

start to move into the

men’s final on Sunday,

ending Guatemalan un-

derdog Kevin Cordon's

unlikely tilt at the title, win-

ning their semifinal 21-18, 21-11.

The Dane will face China's 

defending champion Chen Long

in Monday's final. Chen has the

chance to emulate Chinese 

legend Lin Dan in winning 

consecutive Olympic titles, after

beating Indonesia's Anthony 

Sinisuka Ginting 21-16, 21-11 in

the other semifinal.

AFP

Sindhu hopes bronze
can inspire youngsters

India's P V Sindhu poses with her women's singles bronze medal on Sunday

SWIMMING

Tokyo, Japan - Caeleb Dressel

banked two more titles to end his

Tokyo campaign with five golds

on Sunday, as Australia's Emma

McKeon became the first

women swimmer to win seven

medals at a single Olympics.

The American machine

earned the title of world's fastest

swimmer with a lightning 21.07

seconds in the 50m freestyle 

before helping the US men 

shatter their own world record in

the 4x100m medley relay. "I'm

proud of myself, I think I reached

what my potential was here at

these Games and it was just 

really fun racing," said Dressel. 

The unassuming McKeon was

just as impressive, blasting

through the 50m in 23.81 to win

then spearheading  Australia to

the women's medley relay hon-

ours on the final day of action. It

boosted her medal tally to seven

- four gold and three bronze -

surpassing the six won by East

German Kristin Otto (1952) and

American Natalie Coughlin

(2008). McKeon also matched

the record for the most deco-

rated women athlete at a single

Games ever, tied with Russian

gymnast Maria Gorokhovskaya

(1952).

McKeon snared gold

in the 50m and 100m

freestyle, 4x100m relay

and the medley, along

with bronze in the 100m

butterfly and two further relays.

Like McKeon, Dressel took

out the 50-100 free double, but

also powered to the 100m but-

terfly title in world-record time,

while adding 4x100m free

and medley relay to

thrust himself into rari-

fied company. He joins

Americans Michael

Phelps, Mark Spitz and

Matt Biondi, and Otto, as the

only swimmers to win five or

more golds in one Games.

Nine gold for Aussies 
Once again the superpowers

dominated the nine-day meet,

where six world records fell.

South African Tatjana Schoen-

maker joined Dressel with an in-

dividual mark when she crushed

the long-standing women's

200m breaststroke best. New

benchmarks were also set in the

women's 4x100m relay (Aus-

tralia), women's 4x200m relay

(China), mixed 4x100 relay

(Britain) and by the US in 

Sunday's men's medley.

While the US again topped

the medal table with 30, 

including 11 gold, second-placed

Australia made serious inroads.

Among their 20 medals were

nine golds - their highest number

at an Olympics.

Both Dressel and McKeon 

returned for the event-closing 

relays with Dressel delivering a

storming butterfly leg to steer

the US to a world-record 3:26.78.

It crushed their own mark of

3:27.28 set at the 2009 worlds,

with Adam Peaty's Britain taking

silver ahead of Italy.

In the women's relay, McKeon

swam the fly for Australia, 

leaving Cate Campbell to bring

them home in an Olympic-

record 3:51.60 to upset the

American two-time defending

champions. Canada were third.

Meanwhile, America's Robert

Finke overcame fatigue to secure

the Olympic distance double by

winning the men's 1,500m gold

medal to go with his 800m title.

AFP

Five-star Dressel and McKeon shine  

Caeleb Dressel celebrates after winning gold in the

final of the men's 4x100m medley relay on Sunday

Australia's Emma McKeon waves after winning the

women's 50m freestyle in Tokyo on Sunday (AFP)

MEN'S HOCKEY 

Tokyo, Japan – India beat Great

Britain 3-1 in the quarterfinals of

the Tokyo 2020 Olympics

men’s hockey competition on

Sunday to qualify for the semi-

finals at the Games after 49

years. The eight-time Olympic

champions scored three field

goals through Dilpreet Singh

(seventh minute), Gurjant

Singh (16th) and Hardik Singh

(57th) to seal the victory. The

lone goal for Great Britain was

scored by Sam Ward in the 45th

minute.

Even though India’s last of

the eight Olympic gold medals

came way back in 1980

Moscow Games, there were no

semifinals in that edition as only

six teams participated in the

event. The last time India 

featured in the semifinals of the

Olympics was in 1972 Munich

Games where they lost 0-2 to

arch-rivals Pakistan.

India will take on world

champions Belgium in the 

semifinal on Tuesday. Belgium

defeated Spain 3-1 in another

quarterfinal. Germany and 

Australia will take on each other

in the other semifinal on Tues-

day after winning their respec-

tive quarterfinal matches.

Germany ousted defending

champions Argentina 3-1 

while Australia edged the

Netherlands 3-0 in a shoot-out

after the teams were locked in

a 2-2 stalemate.

India opened up a

two-goal lead in the

contest through field

goals from Dilpreet and

Gurjant, with Great

Britain guilty of some sloppy

defending on both occasions to

trail 2-0 going into half-time. 

Great Britain were the better

team in the third quarter but

found a breakthrough hard to

come by, as India successfully

defended a string of penalty

corners. The pressure

eventually told with the

final play of the period,

with Ward squeezing a

penalty corner flick into

the goal. Ward’s strike

gave Great Britain a huge boost

in confidence, as they went into

the fourth quarter. Their cause

was enhanced further when

India captain Manpreet Singh

received a yellow card five-

minute suspension. However, a

rapid India break-away proved

to be the killer blow, with Hardik

Singh firing into the right corner

to seal India’s semifinal berth. 

"We are so happy because

after a long time we are reach-

ing a semifinal", said skipper

Manpreet. "Still, the business

hasn't finished yet. Still we have

two more games so we need to

focus, we need to have our feet

on the ground and we need to

focus on the next match."

Pool B winners Belgium were

given a huge scare by a Spanish

team as they took a 1-0 lead 

before the reigning world

champions and Rio 2016 silver

medallists fought back to claim

a 3-1 win. Tournament top-

scorer Alexander Hendrickx

scored twice to take his per-

sonal tally to 11 in Tokyo.

Pool B runners-up Germany

booked their fifth successive

Olympic semifinal appearance

with a fine win over Rio 2016

gold medallists Argentina, with

exquisite penalty corner goals

from Lukas Windfeder (2) and

Timm Herzbruch. 

Pool A winners Australia

were pushed all the way by the

Netherlands. Australia took the

lead when Tom Wickham

forced home a close-range field

goal in the first half. The Oranje

snatched a deserved equaliser

early in the third period when

Mink van der Weerden off a

penalty corner. However, the

Australians took lead  again

through Wickham. The Dutch

again hit back thanks to a

penalty stroke from Jeroen

Hertzberger ten minutes from

time setting up a shoot-out.  

Agencies

INDIA IN SEMIS 
AFTER 49 YEARS

India’s Hardik Singh (C) celebrates with his teammates after scoring against Great Britain on Sunday 
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Tokyo, Japan -

Lamont Mar-

cell Jacobs

stormed to a

s h o c k 

victory in the

Olympics 100m final

on Sunday to cap a golden dou-

ble for Italy on a dramatic day of

athletics action at the Tokyo

Games.

Jacobs became the first Italian

in history to be crowned 

champion in the blue riband

event of the Olympic track and

field programme after powering

home in a blistering 9.80sec.

Fred Kerley of the United

States took silver in 9.84sec and

Canada's Andre de Grasse

bronze in 9.89sec.

The 26-year-old Jacobs

erupted as he crossed the finish

line and leapt into the arms of

compatriot Gianmarco Tamberi,

who only moments earlier had

clinched a rare shared gold

medal for Italy in the high jump

after a duel with Qatari world

champion Mutaz Essa Barshim.

It was the final act of a 

pulsating day three of track and

field at the Olympic Stadium

which also saw a brilliant world

record-breaking gold medal 

victory in the triple jump for

Venezuela's two-time world

champion Yulimar Rojas.

But the undisputed 

headline-grabbing performance

of the night belonged to Italy's

Jacobs, who had never 

previously gone under ten 

seconds before the 2021 season.

The muscular El Paso, 

Texas-born sprinter had only 

finished third in his semifinal 

earlier on Sunday, clocking

9.84sec behind China's Su 

Bingtian and Ronnie Baker of the

US to qualify for the final as one

of the two fastest losers.

Golden dream
But in the final he roared from the

blocks, hit the front at around the

50m mark and then held on to

become the first Olympic 100m

gold medallist of the post-Usain

Bolt era. 

"It's incredible," Jacobs said

afterwards. "My dream was to

arrive here and run a final. We

run a final and we win a final."

Jacobs said his dramatic im-

provement in times this season

had been down to improvements

in training, diet and mentality.

After crossing the line Jacobs

was greeted by high jumper

Tamberi, who had clinched a

share of the gold medal with

Barshim minutes earlier. Both

men hugged after settling for

gold having both recorded a best

clearance of 2.37m.

"This is a dream I don't want

to wake up from," said Qatar’s

Barshim.  "But we are here today

sharing this moment and all the

sacrifices. It's really worth it now

in this moment."

Barshim gave Qatar its first

Olympic track and field title.

Maksim Nedasekau of Belarus

also cleared that height to set a

national record. He though

missed out on a share of the gold

because of an earlier failure.

The jubilant duo declined the

chance of winning the title out-

right by turning down a jump-off.

For Barshim, 30, it completes

a full house of Olympic medals

having taken bronze in London in

2012 and silver in 2016 Rio.

In the triple jump meanwhile,

Rojas did her best to electrify a

largely empty stadium with a

scintillating world record with

her last leap of 15.67m, smashing

the previous best of 15.50m set

by Ukraine's Inessa Kravets 26

years ago. "I am lost for  words, I

can’t describe this feeling and

this moment," Rojas said. 

Portugal's Patricia Mamona

won silver with a national best of

15.01m, while Spain's Ana

Peleteiro jumped 14.87m.

Earlier Sunday, China's Gong

Lijao claimed gold in the

women's shot put. Gong sealed

her win with a personal best of

20.58m on her sixth and final 

attempt having led from her

opening effort of 19.95m.

American Raven Saunders

took silver with 19.79m, while

New Zealand veteran Valerie

Adams, in her fifth Olympics,

was delighted as she claimed

bronze with 19.62 to go with

golds in 2008 and 2012, and 

silver in 2016. It marked the end

of a long journey to gold for the

32-year-old Gong, a bronze

medallist at the 2008 Olympics

in Beijing and a silver medallist

four years later in London.

AFP

JACOBS CROWNED 
MEN’S 100M CHAMP

Italy's Lamont Marcell Jacobs celebrates after crossing the 100m finish line for the gold on Sunday (AFP)

Italy celebrate
golden double;
Qatar’s Barshim
shares gold in
high jump with
Italy’s Tamberi; 
Rojas breaks
world record in 
triple jump

Mutaz Essa Barshim (L) of Qatar and Gianmarco Tamberi of Italy

celebrate after sharing the gold in the high jump event on Sunday (AFP)

Venezuela's Yulimar Rojas celebrates after wining the women's triple jump

Our Correspondent

Muscat

Oman's campaign at the Tokyo

2020 Olympics will conclude

on Monday when Hamed al

Khatri will compete in the

men's 50m rifle three positions

at the Asaka Shooting Range.

The experienced marksman,

who is participating in his 

second successive Olympics, is

hoping to better his own 

individual best score (1,176) in

the competition. His current

score is also an Arab record.  

The 50m rifle three posi-

tions qualification event will

witness a world-class field of

50 shooters in fray, including

world and Olympic champions,

and only the  top-eightwill ad-

vance to the final, which will be

held also on Monday.

Trained under national

coach Sultan al Rushaidi, 

Khatri's best display so far has

been a gold at the Arab meet in

Egypt last year.

Speaking ahead of his 

competition on Monday,  Kha-

tri said, “ I am happy to com-

pete at the Olympic Games for

the second consecutive time.

To represent the nation at the

world's biggest sporting stage

is an honour for any athlete. I

am looking forward for a good

display tomorrow.

“My goal is to improve my

personal best score and I am

hopeful of achieving it.”

At the Rio 2016 Olympics,

the 36 year old Khatri, who was

the sultanate's flag bearer in

the Rio opening ceremony, had

recorded a total of 1,138 

(374- kneeling, 397-prone,

367-standing) to finish 43rd

among the 44 competitors.

However, at the 2020 Arab

Shooting Championships in

Egypt in January, 2020, Khatri

did the sultanate proud when

he clinched a gold among a

field of 38 shooters.

Currently ranked 68th in the

world, Khatri had in the past

represented Oman at the

World Championships in

Granada, Spain in 2014 besides

competing at the Asian Games

in 2018 and the Asian Champi-

onships in Doha, Qatar, in

2019. 

He has also participated at

the World Cup regularly from

2017-2019. 

Khatri hopes for a good show

OMAN AT OLYMPICS Biles withdraws 
from another 
Olympic final

Tokyo, Japan - Gymnastics great

Simone Biles has withdrawn

from the Olympic floor final,

leaving the American with just

one more chance of competition

at the Tokyo Games, USA 

Gymnastics (USAG) said on

Sunday. "Simone has withdrawn

from the

event final for

floor and will

make a 

decision on

beam later

this week. 

Either way,

we're all 

behind you, Simone," USAG

tweeted.

Biles, the four-time Olympic

champion widely considered to

have pushed the sport to new

limits, has said she is struggling

with the 'twisties', a condition

where gymnasts lose the ability

to orientate themselves in mid-

air. The 24-year-old came to

Tokyo seeking five gold to equal

the Olympic all-time gymnastics

career record of nine, but 

withdrew during her first event,

the women's team competition.

AFP

Hamed al Khatri




