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Our Correspondent
Muscat

A call to expedite vaccination for
everyone has been heeded by
the Ministry of Health (MoH) as
it announced on Tuesday the ex-
pansion of target groups to in-
clude everyone over 18 years in
the National Immunisation Cam-
paign against COVID-19.  

Immunisation of the new tar-
get group will start on Sunday. A
statement issued by MoH said,
‘The ministry calls on the target
group in all governorates to book
appointments through the
Tarassud + app or through
http://covid19.moh. gov.om be-
fore heading to the approved
government centres for immuni-
sation in order to ensure a safe
and accessible process for all.’ 

The ministry confirmed that
854,274 individuals have been
vaccinated against COVID-19
since the beginning of the Na-
tional Immunisation Campaign in
December 2020. ‘With this, 24
per cent of the target population
has been vaccinated. Of the total,
643,744 have got the first dose,
comprising 75 per cent of the
people immunised, while
210,530 have taken both doses.’ 

In an interview with Oman TV
on Tuesday, H E Dr Ahmed al
Sa’eedi, Minister of Health, said,
“Unfortunately, gatherings con-
tinue and the number of COVID-
19 patients is increasing.

Vaccination is not the only solu-
tion; it is one of the solutions.

“The whole world is suffering
from this pandemic. I appeal to
all to adhere to the precautionary
measures to protect themselves
and their families. I urge people
to avoid social gatherings, such
as weddings and funerals, to
support the health sector. If the
community does not adhere to
the precautionary measures, the
number of  cases will increase.”

H E Dr Sa’eedi informed that
the ministry had less than 180 in-
tensive care unit beds, “but with
COVID-19, there are more than
500 patients in ICUs. There are
other patients, too, who need in-

tensive care, such as road acci-
dent victims”.

Citizens welcomed the deci-
sion to include the 18+ age group
in the immunisation campaign
on social media. Abu Walaa said
the decision was necessary to
protect all segments of society. 

Among the flurry of activity on
Twitter was citizen Ahmed’s
comment describing it as the
“correct step to open immunisa-
tion to everyone, while spreading
awareness among those hesitat-
ing to get vaccinated”.

JAb 
for 18+
from
July 4 

Muscat - The number of active
COVID-19 cases has crossed 30,000
amid a mounting challenge to control
the spread of the disease that has
killed 3,056 in Oman. The Ministry of
Health (MoH) reported 2,234 new
cases on Tuesday – one of the highest
single-day case counts.

Forty-three people died on Tues-
day, making it the second highest sin-
gle-day death toll. 

According to MoH data, there are
30,193 active cases of COVID-19 cur-
rently in Oman. Of the total number
of registered cases so far - 266,536 -
233,287 individuals have recovered,
while 3,056 lost their lives to the virus. 

The number of admissions in hos-
pitals and ICUs is also increasing sig-
nificantly. As of Tuesday, there were
1,613 inpatients, including 525 in ICUs,
following 181 new hospitalisations in a
24-hour period.

Our Correspondent
Muscat

In a move to relieve pressure on
hospitals and to help COVID-19
patients, Al Rahma Association,
has launched an initiative called
Shida Wa Tazool.

Speaking to Muscat Daily, an
official of Al Rahma Association
said, “The initiative aims to show
solidarity with the community,
support the efforts of the
Supreme Committee in limiting
the spread of COVID-19, spread
positivity among frontline work-
ers and save the lives of people
infected with the virus.”

The initiative is looking to
raise RO100,000 to purchase
oxygen concentrators. The asso-
ciation delivers the devices to
hospitals to be given to patients
in non-critical condition to help
them complete treatment in their
homes.

“The devices given to fami-
lies who are unable to purchase

these will reduce pressure on
hospitals,” the association official
added. 

Al Rahma has already pre-
sented RO56,000 for the pur-
chase of oxygenators for the
COVID-19 department at Sultan
Qaboos University Hospital, and
donated ten more to Sohar Hos-
pital. It has also donated 100
shrouds to Al Khoud Cemetery.

“Since the beginning of the
pandemic, the association has
launched more than 12 initiatives
to support needy families and al-
leviate its impact on them.”

The association is currently
working to provide support to
other healthcare institutions.
“Anyone can donate to support
the association. We also accept
new oxygenators as donation,
besides money to buy these de-
vices which cost approximately
RO300. The association receives
any sum of money, even RO1.”

The association can be
reached at 9747222.

New York, US - The sultanate
has reaffirmed that terrorism af-
fects many areas of the world
and that it is a global phenome-
non not inherently associated
with any particular religion, be-
lief,  country or people.

This was stated in a speech
by H E Dr Mohammed Awad al
Hassan, Oman’s permanent rep-
resentative to the UN, at its sec-
ond high-level conference held
in New York on combating ter-
rorism on Monday.

H E Dr Hassan added that
terrorism is a global problem
that requires global solutions.
“Terrorism threatens the secu-

rity and stability of whole coun-
tries and its remedy lies in global
solutions.”

Oman called upon the inter-
national community to act unit-
edly, apply one criterion and
speak in one voice against ter-
rorism, avoiding double stan-
dards.

In the speech, the sultanate
called for a reversal of the cur-
rent stereotypical image based
on prejudices and racism. It
noted that these misconceptions
lead to spreading negativities
that are no less damaging and
evil as racism, like hatred of
Islam (Islamophobia), hatred of

Muslims and hatred of disciples
of other religions and foreigners.
“Religion has nothing to do with
terrorism and terrorists repre-
sent themselves and their ex-
tremist views. No one should be
carried away by extremist slo-

gans promoted by some,” said H
E Dr Hassan said in his speech.

The sultanate also called for
respect of religions, sanctities
and symbols of all peoples. It ex-
plained that freedom of expres-
sion does not warrant harming,

humiliating or despising others.
H E Dr Hassan pointed out

that ignorance, poverty, sup-
pression, racism, hatred and for-
eign occupation are all
instigators of extremism and ter-
rorism. The establishment of

justice and the propagation of
social awareness are means of
protection and security that
need to be supported and fi-
nanced by the international
community through tangible
steps and programmes.

He pointed out that no strat-
egy to control terrorism could
succeed unless it is based on
solid foundations of respect for
international law and human
rights, and liberty of individuals
and societies. The speech also
stressed the need to secure the
rights of women, children and all
other segments of society. 
ONA

Speak in one voice against terrorism: oman at Un meet on terror

RO100,000 initiative
launched to relieve
pressure on hospitals

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The expansion of Sohar Hospital
is nearing completion and it is ex-
pected to receive COVID-19 pa-
tients soon. 

The first phase of expansion is
being carried out to increase ca-
pacity by 30 beds for COVID-19
patients to relieve pressure on
hospital facilities. 

H E Dr Ahmed bin Mo-
hammed al Sa’eedi, Minister of
Health, visited Sohar Hospital on
Tuesday to review progress of
the work and the efforts exerted
by healthcare workers to tackle
the pandemic. 

During the visit, the minister
met several doctors and medical
cadres working in vaccination
centres and heard their sugges-
tions to improve services pro-

vided in the hospital. 
H E Dr Sa’eedi also met ad-

ministrative staff of the hospital
and praised their efforts in deal-
ing with the pandemic, while ex-
pressing his concern about the
current spike in infections that
has exhausted healthcare work-
ers. 

The minister also urged per-
sonnel involved in the expansion
work to accelerate the project.

Over 850,000 vaccinated;
210,530 received twO dOses

Strategic plan in place for vaccination
programme in all governorates in
accordance with preventive measures

Active cases -
30,000 mark
breached 

Sohar Hospital to add 30
COVID-19 beds

Al Rahma Association has donated oxygenators to needy families for

treatment of COVID-19 at home (Supplied photo)

Religion has nothing to do with
terrorism and terrorists represent
themselves and their extremist
views. No one should be carried
away by extremist slogans 
promoted by some
H E Dr MoHaMMED awaD al HaSSan

H E Dr Ahmed al Sa’eedi on his

visit to Sohar Hospital 

(Supplied photo)
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appeal to bolster health
services to tackle pandemic 

Sri Lanka bans passengers from 
5 GCC countries, including Oman

Muscat airport welcomes
first Jordan Aviation flight
Muscat - Muscat International
Airport welcomed the first flight
of Jordan Aviation arriving from
Queen Alia International Airport
on Tuesday with a traditional
water cannon salute. 

The flight received a warm
welcome from Oman Airports
officials. Jordan Aviation will op-
erate two weekly flights between
the capitals Muscat and Amman
on Monday and Friday.

‘This comes as a culmination
of Oman Airports’ efforts to at-
tract new airlines to airports in
the sultanate to reinforce direct
international air traffic between
the sultanate and the world, 
and the constant support pro-
vided for these efforts by the rel-
evant authorities in the
sultanate,’ Oman Airports said in
a statement. 

Additionally, the operation of
these flights from Jordan to Mus-
cat International Airport comes
at a time of increasing demand
for travel between the two coun-
tries, it said. ‘The new airline will

also serve trade operations and
the movement of businessmen,
students and tourists of both
countries.’

Muscat International Airport
recently obtained the Airport
Council International (ACI) 
Airport Health Accreditation, the
first airport in the Middle East to
achieve this international classi-
fication. This accreditation was
adopted by ACI to regulate
health standards in the 
world’s airports due to the im-
pact of the COVID-19 pandemic
on the sector. 

This accreditation is proof of

the precautionary measures ap-
plied in Muscat International Air-
port being consistent with the
best-certified international stan-
dards and as an indicator of
Oman Airports' adherence to
health and safety applications
and procedures according to the
highest international standards. 

Jordan Aviation adheres to all
general safety procedures, espe-
cially concerning the epidemio-
logical situation of COVID-19. It
has vaccinated all working staff
in order to maintain the health
and safety of staff and passen-
gers and ensure the safety of all.

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Hilal bin Hamad al Sarimi, chair-
man of the Health and Environ-
mental Committee of Majlis
A’Shura, has issued a statement
on the current surge in COVID-
19 cases and deaths and the ur-
gent need to contain the
situation. 

Calling for setting up field hos-
pitals in all governorates, Sarimi
said, “It is necessary to provide
all facilities for patients to receive
treatment in every governorate
and all retired healthcare work-
ers and students of medical col-
leges can contribute to this
national work.” 

He stressed on expediting the
National Immunisation Cam-
paign and said, “Provide vaccina-

tion for all age groups within a
month at the most from now, ir-
respective of job, gender, age or
any other criterion. We must
seek the assistance of friendly
and brotherly countries in provid-
ing vaccines wherever possible.”

Highlighting the need for test-
ing centres across the sultanate
for free examination and early
detection of COVID-19 infection,
he said, “It is not possible to con-
trol mutant strains except by tar-
geting the source and testing
these at an early stage. The pri-

vate sector can contribute to this
through free examination or
nominal test fee not exceeding
RO5 for citizens or residents.”

He also called for the forma-
tion of a committee to evaluate
the healthcare provided to
COVID-19 patients and emer-
gency services in hospitals. “The
committee's main task should be
to identify any shortcomings that
led to the increase in the number
of COVID-19 deaths. The com-
mittee must submit its report
within two weeks to the Supreme

Committee to decide the course
of action in the next stage.” 

With reference to the financial
impact of the pandemic on peo-
ple, he said bank installments
must be postponed for a period
of six months for those affected
by the current state of the econ-
omy. “We call on all sectors to
stop collecting fees and taxes
from small and medium enter-
prises for a period of not less
than a year, and look into ways of
supporting and facilitating
SMEs,” Sarimi said. 

Our Correspondent
Muscat 

An announcement banning pas-
sengers from Kuwait, Oman,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates entering Sri
Lanka has come as bad news for
expatriates of the island country
residing in the sultanate. 

The Tourism Ministry of Sri
Lanka stated on Tuesday that
passengers with a travel history
in the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) countries in the past two
weeks will not be permitted to
enter the country from July 1. 

According to official sources,
the decision was taken for two
reasons - a surge in COVID-19

cases in the GCC countries and
quarantine facilities being filled to
capacity in Sri Lanka. The ban is
dated till July 13 by which time
the number of cases is expected
to decrease enabling the Sri
Lanka government to review the
situation. 

Roy Lasantha, president of Sri
Lankan Community Social Club,
said, “The situation is very chal-
lenging. There are people who
made flight reservations but can’t
travel now.” Lasantha noted that
the announcement is particularly
distressing for those Sri Lankan
expats who had booked flights to
return for good, some of who dis-
patched their cargo prior to their
departure. 

“As a club, we are currently
more focused on dealing with
COVID-19 patients, arranging
vaccination and ICU beds. Ten Sri
Lankans died of COVID-19 in
Oman in the last seven days. The
situation back home, too, is bad.”

A Muscat-based Sri Lankan
businessman said, “A couple of
colleagues who were supposed
to fly back home have had to re-
schedule their travel plans follow-
ing the announcement.” 

Sri Lankan government rules
permit only vaccinated passen-
gers with a valid PCR test who
must be under observation for
one day. Non-vaccinated passen-
gers must undergo mandatory
14-day institutional quarantine.

Oman, FaO 
to develop 
fisheries 
resources
Muscat - In cooperation with
Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion (FAO), the Ministry of Agri-
culture, Fisheries and Water
Resources organised a workshop
on a plan to develop and manage
surface fishing resources on
Monday.

The workshop, held via video-
conferencing, was aimed at lay-
ing the foundation stone of the
National Plan for Developing
Surface Fisheries Harvesting
Areas. The workshop was
opened by H E Dr Saud Hamoud
al Habsi, Minister of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Water Resources. 

The participants studied the
outcome of a report on assessing
mackerel commercial fishing in
the Arabian Sea during the pe-
riod 2019-2021. 

They discussed an opportu-
nity to study views and propos-
als, as well as the best practices
and technologies of surface fish
harvesting. The objectives of the
plan were drafted, including the
size and type of the desired fish-
ing fleet.
ONA

Oman’s EnVOY tO Burundi prEsEnts crEdEntials

Maj Gen Evariste Ndayishimiye, President of the Republic of Burundi, received at the presidential

headquarters in Gitega Ali Abdullah al Mahrouqi, who presented his credentials as the sultanate’s

Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary Non-resident Ambassador to the Republic of Burundi. The ambassador

conveyed greetings of His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik and best wishes of good health and wellbeing

to President Ndayishimiye, and further progress and prosperity to the friendly people of Burundi. On his

part, President Ndayishimiye asked the ambassador to convey his greetings to His Majesty the Sultan, and

his best wishes to the Omani people (Ona)

(Photo for illustrative purpose)

(Supplied photo)

Provide vaccination for all age groups within
a month from now, irrespective of job, 
gender, age or any other criterion. We must
seek the assistance of friendly and brotherly
countries in providing vaccines
Hilal bin Hamad al Sarimi



Our Correspondent
Muscat

H E Dr Laila bint Ahmed bin
Awad al Najjar, Minister of Social
Development, inaugurated 
an 'electronic library' in the offi-
cial website of the Ministry of
Social Development (MoSD), on
Tuesday.

The library displays several ti-
tles of books, studies, reports, re-
search papers, theses and short
films prepared by the ministry

during the past and current
years. The library aims to save
effort and time for researchers 

to access these studies and 
research.

The library also aims to keep
pace with the requirements of
the times and new generations
to spread knowledge and culture. 

The library includes the min-
istry's first digital content search
engine, which facilitates the
process of accessing information
in a manner consistent with in-
ternational standards by organ-
ising content in the digital
environment.
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Breast cancer menace in Oman: Early
detection only way to reduce its danger 

Korea confers diplomatic
award on former Omani envoy

Shaddad al Musalmy
Muscat

Cancer, which is often described
as a tumultuous journey that
starts at diagnosis, makes some
people feel that their life is on
hold. However, this feeling can
be avoided by early detection
and proper care, especially if re-
lated to breast cancer.

A study conducted by special-
ists in the sultanate shows that 33
per cent of women who suffer
from breast cancer report late
(usually after the disease has en-
tered the third or fourth stage),
despite the fact that they were
aware that their chances of recov-
ery depend on early diagnosis.

The study, conducted at The
Royal Hospital’s Centre for
Breast Cancer Tumour Treat-
ment, as well as the Cancer
Treatment Unit at Sultan Qaboos
University Hospital, observed
that breast cancer is the type of
cancer that is most common in
the sultanate and that it com-
prises 12.8 per cent of all cancer
cases and 21.2 per cent of can-
cers afflicting women.

In a chat with Muscat Daily,
Shaikh Saud al Rawahi, advisor
and vice president of Oman Can-
cer Association (OCA), said can-
cer patients and survivors need

to be treated like any other peo-
ple. However, he said it may not
be that simple as the reality is
often more emotionally and
physically complex; but he urged
people to never give up the fight. 

Rawahi, who lost his wife to
the disease, said, earlier cancer
was a word feared by many and
often seen as terminal. “But with
time and because of awareness
now, it is important to remember

that more people can survive can-
cer than die from it. Education and
awareness are important. We
know cancer is tough and treat-
ment can be tougher, but we have
to keep up the fight,” he said.

Narrating what he went
through while helping his wife
fight cancer, Rawahi said, “After
my wife was diagnosed with
breast cancer, we had to fight it.
I took her to the US where her

breasts were removed, then to
India for further follow-ups,
which was also done in Oman.
She lived for a few years but un-
fortunately she passed away. But
during all the time, I treated her
like a normal person to not make
her feel sad all the time.”

To further boost awareness
on cancer in Oman, especially
breast cancer, OCA has two mo-
bile mammography units that

conduct free-of-cost screening
for breast cancer across the
country. “These units are free for
all nationalities who are above
40,” Rawahi said.

“The mobile mammography
Unit of OCA has been on the trial
for the awareness campaign pro-
gramme offering free mammo-
grams to women over the age of
40 years. Those who are positive
will be fast-tracked for treatment
immediately,” he added.

“In addition to the mobile
mammography Unit, we have
Dar al Hanan - Home Away
From Home - for children with
cancers, palliative care services,
patients advocacy and specific
awareness programmes for the
community all around Oman,”
Rawahi said.

“We need to embrace the
concept of cancer prevention
and control for all cancers by be-
lieving that regular examination
gives early diagnosis and cure.

“To defeat cancer, prevention
and control is our goal. The asso-
ciation visits all 11 governorates
of the sultanate to raise aware-
ness about the deadly disease,

and educate people about how
early prevention plays a 
major role in fighting cancer,”
Rawahi said.

OCA, which has won many
accolades, was supposed to hold
a memorable and historically
landmark event for Oman – host-
ing the UICC World Cancer
Leaders Summit and the World
Cancer Congress, but the
COVID-19 pandemic hampered
the event.

On the pandemic situation,
Rawahi said, “We have to learn
to live with it. My three daugh-
ters and my brothers and their
wives contracted the virus. We
need to take extra care about our
behaviours. I am totally against
those people who hold social
events during this time. We have
to learn to live without such ac-
tivities.”

He said that cancer patients
are advised to avoid crowded
places, be cautious when they at-
tend hospital for visits and treat-
ments and have no contact with
friends and relatives with
COVID-19 symptoms.

@shadadm

We need to embrace
the concept of cancer
prevention and 
control for all cancers
by believing that 
regular examination
gives early 
diagnosis and cure
Shaikh Saud 
al Rawahi

Muscat - On behalf of Moon Jae-
in, President of the Republic of
Korea, H E Kim Chang-kyu, Am-
bassador of the Republic of
Korea to the sultanate, conferred
on June 28, the Order of 
Diplomatic Service Merit,
Gwanghwa Medal on Mo-
hammed bin Salim al Harthy, for-
mer Ambassador of the
sultanate to the Republic of
Korea.

Retired Ambassador Harthy
served more than a decade in
Seoul, from December 2009 to
December 2019. He was elected
chairman of the Korea-Arab So-
ciety (KAS) in 2016 and served
two consecutive terms until
2019. Also, Harthy was the dean
of Diplomatic Corps in Korea
from 2016 to 2019. 

Against this backdrop, the
Gwanghwa Medal was pre-
sented to Harthy in recognition
of and appreciation for his out-
standing and meritorious serv-
ices rendered towards the
promotion of friendly relations
between the Republic of Korea
and the Sultanate of Oman. 

During the awarding cere-
mony, H E Kim praised the un-
precedented role of Harthy in
widening the scope of the coop-
erative partnership between the
two countries. In return, Harthy
reiterated the importance of the
bilateral relations and expressed

his appreciation for the Korean
government in supporting his
services in Korea. 

The awarding ceremony was
held in the premises of the Ko-
rean Embassy and was attended
by family members of Harthy as
well as senior officials of the For-

eign Ministry of the sultanate,
including Humaid bin Ali al
Maani, chief of Global 
Department, H E Zakaria bin
Hamad al Saadi, Ambassador of
the sultanate to Korea, and 
also Protocol Department’s rep-
resentative.

Retired Ambassador
Mohammed bin Salim
al Harthy served more
than a decade in Seoul,
from December 2009
to December 2019

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Royal Oman Police (ROP) on Tuesday arrested
an expatriate on charges of fraud and for al-
legedly posing as a bank employee. 

'The criminal method was that the victim
transferred a sum of money through one of the
exchange houses, after which he received a
phone call from the exchange employee, pre-
tending that he was an employee of the bank he
was dealing with,' the Economic Crimes Control
Department of ROP said.

According to ROP, the suspect asked him to
update the bank card to facilitate his transfer of
funds abroad and to give him the OTP number
that he received via text message at that mo-

ment, which enabled the accused to debit large
sums of money from the victim’s account.

ROP cautioned the public against falling prey
to such scams, and to be careful of calls asking
for personal details.

ROP NEWS

ROP arrests fraudster posing as bank employee

MoSD launches electronic library

H E Dr Laila bint Ahmed al Najjar

Oman takes
part in 
23rd AGFUND
meeting
Muscat - The sultanate, repre-
sented by the Ministry of Social
Development, took part in the
23rd meeting of the Arab Gulf
Program for Development 
(AGFUND) on Tuesday. 

Held via video conferencing,
the sultanate was represented in
the meeting by Mohammed
Ahmed al Mahrouqi, director
general of Planning and Studies
in the ministry. The participants
approved the minutes of the 22nd

meeting, besides reviewing the
achievements made during the
first half of 2021.
ONA

(File photo)

(Supplied photo)
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British School principal
recognised as HPL fellow

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Education and
the Omani Society for Intellec-
tual Property signed a memoran-
dum of cooperation on Tuesday
to raise awareness on intellectual
property among school students,
and provide free consultations to
those wishing to register their in-
novations and ideas.

The memorandum was
signed by H E Dr Abdullah bin
Khamis Ambusaidi, Undersecre-
tary for education in the Ministry
of Education, and Dr Abdulwa-
hab bin Nasser al Mandhari, vice
chairman of the Omani Society
for Intellectual Property’s Board
of Directors.

Dr Mia bint Saeed al Azaria,
director of the Department of In-
novation and Scientific
Olympiad, said, “This agreement
will enhance the ministry’s role in
raising awareness on intellectual
property rights, by benefiting

from local community institu-
tions in providing expertise and
advice related to intellectual
property for students, and organ-
ising joint events with the aim of
serving innovators among school
students.”

Muscat - The Ministry of Cul-
ture, Sports and Youth will or-
ganise a youth photography
competition for the 16-21 age
category.

The competition comes in
preparation for the 40th In-
ternational Biennial Contest
of Photography, scheduled to
be organised by the Interna-
tional Federation of Photo-
graphic Art (FIAP) in Belgium
this year.

The ministry has invited
the targeted segment to par-
ticipate in the competition,
which aims to encourage
young photographers and

sharpen their skills in photog-
raphy to qualify them for in-
ternational participation in
youth competitions around
the world. 
ONA

SalamAir to fly to
Sarajevo from July 12

Muscat - Spreading its wings to
Western Europe, sultanate’s
fastest-growing value-for-
money airline, SalamAir, has an-
nounced direct flights from
Muscat to Sarajevo, the capital of
Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Sarajevo is one of the world’s
emerging tourist destinations
with an ‘East meets West’ mod-
ern culture and is also designated
as a Unesco Creative City. 

With the launch of direct
services to Sarajevo, SalamAir
has introduced its fourth sum-
mer destination for 2021 giving
its passengers from the sultanate
an additional choice apart from
its three other summer destina-
tions announced as Istanbul,
Trabzon, and Shiraz.

From July 12, the new link will

initially operate once a week to
Sarajevo on Monday, departing
Muscat at 4.15pm local time and
arriving in Sarajevo at 8.25pm
local time. The return flight will
depart Sarajevo at 9.10pm local
time and arrive in Muscat at
5.10am local time.

Capt Mohamed Ahmed, CEO
of SalamAir, said, “We are ex-
tremely happy to announce
Sarajevo as our fourth summer
destination and to have added
our first Western European des-

tination to our network. 
“We are constantly listening

to our passengers and providing
them with the best and safest
travel options,” he added. 

“With visa-free entry for
Omani and other GCC nationals,
plus with no quarantine require-
ments, I believe Sarajevo as our
other three summer destinations
Istanbul, Trabzon and Shiraz will
be extremely appealing for
travel,” the SalamAir chief said.

“Passengers’ safety remains

our utmost priority and as an air-
line, we are taking all precautions
and our operations are subject to
strict adherence to the instruc-
tions issued by the Civil Aviation
Authority and other COVID-19
related guidelines issued by the
local and foreign authorities,”
Capt Ahmed said.

SalamAir currently operates
six brand new Airbus A320Neo
aircraft making it the first Omani
carrier to utilise the highly rated
single-aisle aircraft. 

Muscat - Kai Vacher, principal of
British School Muscat, was
recognised as an ‘HPL fellow’ on
June 29 by Professor Deborah
Eyre, founder and chair of High
Performance Learning. 

HPL Fellow status recognises
Vacher’s sustained advocacy
and commitment to the High
Performance Learning (HPL)
philosophy and framework and
celebrates the exceptional con-
tribution he has made to leader-
ship in a global context, the
school said.

‘High Performance Learning
develops the essential skills, val-
ues, attitudes and attributes
needed to reach success, both in
school and beyond. Students
learn how to succeed through
the use of a consistent educa-
tional language that is shared be-

tween students and teachers; it
enables students to think flexibly
and creatively while developing
the capability to self-regulate
when things don’t go to plan.
This provides students with life-
long skills to be high performing
learners.’

Professor Deborah said, “As
an ambassador for High Per-

formance Learning, Kai has led
by example and set the highest
expectations for what education
can be, resulting in his school
successfully achieving HPL
World Class School status.”

Vacher said, “I am honoured
to receive such recognition from
Professor Deborah Eyre, a global
leader in education research and
thinking. I look forward to contin-
uing to work with Professor Eyre
to systematise and optimise the
impact of HPL within my school
and to showcase my work with
other HPL principals to demon-
strate a re-imagined version of
educational excellence. We are
confident that together we can
transform the educational land-
scape and ensure that high per-
formance becomes the
educational norm for all children.”

Pact signed to raise awareness on 
intellectual property among students 

Sports ministry to organise
youth photo competition

With visa-free entry for Omani and other
GCC nationals, I believe Sarajevo as our
other three summer destinations Istanbul,
Trabzon, and Shiraz will be extremely 
appealing for travel
Capt MohaMed ahMed

Kai Vacher

REGIONAL WEATHER
Max      Min

Abu Dhabi 41 29
Doha 44 30
Kuwait City 46 32

Manama 43 30
Riyadh 45 29

Fajr 3.53am

Sunrise 5.23am

Duhr 12.10pm

Asr 3.28pm

Maghrib 6.57pm

Isha 8.27pm

PRAYER TIMINGS

(Supplied photo)
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London, UK – The OPEC+ group
of oil-producing countries will
meet on Thursday and are ex-
pected to agree to boost produc-
tion in August in order to meet
demand and dampen recent
price rises.

While improvement in de-
mand drove the group's most re-
cent rises in production, now
price levels will also be a guiding
force behind the club's decisions.

After demand dropped when
the coronavirus pandemic broke
out last year and crude prices
briefly turned negative, the club
led by Saudi Arabia and Russia
imposed sharp production cuts
in order to raise prices.

The 13 members of OPEC and
their 10 allies in the OPEC+
grouping were rewarded by see-
ing prices for the two contracts
of reference, Brent and WTI, re-
cover to around US$75 per bar-
rel, levels not seen since October
2018.

However that strategy has
worked almost too well and the
group is currently following a
policy of cautiously turning the
taps back on.

'Rising pressures'
While on the face of it buoy-

ant prices are a boon for produc-
ers – and some of them will be
pushing to increase output to
cash in – there are also risks.

Russia is expected to favour
increasing output, as it has done

at several recent OPEC+ meet-
ings.

“Moscow may be more in-
clined to support a production in-
crease in order to ensure a higher
market share while limiting the
risk of rising non-OPEC produc-
tion," according to Ole Hansen
from Saxobank.

"Pressure will likely not only
come from within the group, but
there will also be growing calls
from key consumers to cool the
market down, as countries come
out of the other side of COVID-
19 lockdowns," says Warren Pat-
terson of ING bank.

India is a notable example.
The world's third-largest con-

sumer of crude has been hit by a
vicious coronavirus wave in re-
cent months and has urged
OPEC+ 'to phase out crude out-
put cuts to temper rising infla-
tionary pressures', noted
Stephen Brennock from PVM.

"If prices remain this high, this
will eat into consumers' dispos-
able incomes and potentially
choke economic growth, which,
over time, will weigh on crude
prices," explained Fawad Raza-
qzada of Thinkmarkets.

The OPEC+ states have left
themselves some room for ma-
noeuvre as they are currently still
planning to leave 5.8mn barrels
per day (bpd) of crude in the

ground over the month of July
that they could easily extract and
sell.

Most investors are currently
expecting a modest rise of some
500,000 bpd over the month of
August. But OPEC+ always has
the capacity to surprise.

The outlook for crude demand
has been steadily improving in
recent months.

In its last report in mid-June,
the International Energy Agency
(IEA) forecast that global de-
mand would outstrip pre-pan-
demic levels by the end of 2022.

As ever in recent months, the
OPEC will have to pay attention
to diplomatic developments re-
lating to one of its members in
particular – Iran.

If current negotiations on a US
return to the 2015 Iran nuclear
deal are successful, the country
may be able to resume exporting
oil at levels prior to 2018, when
former US President Donald
Trump dramatically withdrew
from the deal and imposed sanc-
tions.

However, this would be un-
likely to affect the market until
later in the year and there are
plenty of other factors at play.

Since December the OPEC+
countries have been meeting
every month in order to calibrate
their strategy as closely as pos-
sible to the latest developments.
AFP

OPEC+ expected to move to
cool overheating oil market Muscat – The Ministry of Com-

merce, Industry and Investment
Promotion (MoCIIP) and the
Public Authority for Special Eco-
nomic Zones and Free Zones
(OPAZ) on Tuesday signed a
technical cooperation pro-
gramme.

The programme was signed
by H E Dr Saleh Said Masan, Un-
dersecretary for Commerce and
Industry at MoCIIP, and Eng
Ahmed Hassan al Dheeb, deputy
chairman of OPAZ.

According to the cooperation
programme, the powers of all
electronic services, provided by
MoCIIP via the Invest Easy por-
tal, will be granted to the One-
Stop Shop in the special
economic zones and free zones.

This cooperation programme
aims to facilitate and simplify the
procedures for investors to ob-
tain all the approvals, permits
and licenses necessary for their
investment projects from the

One-Stop Shop and within a spe-
cific period of time. It also serves
in forming a system of integrated
services for investors to create
added values and a business en-
vironment that attracts invest-
ments in the sultanate.

The programme intends to
raise the standard of services
provided to investors by fast-
tracking and simplifying proce-
dures and consolidating relations
with the relevant partners.

The cooperation programme

between MoCIIP and OPAZ is in
line with efforts accorded to de-
velop the national economy, pro-
vide an attractive environment
for investments, grant the neces-
sary licenses to engage in various
economic activities, create a sus-
tainable environment and build
continuous cooperation. Accord-
ingly, this supports achieving the
objectives of digital transforma-
tion, the government’s directives
and Oman Vision 2040.
ONA

MoCIIP grants powers to
OPAZ in Invest Easy portal

Our Correspondent
Muscat

A leading Indonesian power
company PT Pembangkitan Jawa
Bali (PJB) is seeking opportuni-
ties to expand its operations in
Oman and the Middle East mar-
kets. 

The Indonesian embassy in
Muscat on Monday hosted a vir-
tual meeting with PJB to present
investment potential in Oman's

energy sector, especially in elec-
tricity. This meeting was a fol-
low-up to the Indonesia-Oman
Business Forum webinar organ-
ised by the Indonesian embassy
on June 17, according to a press
statement issued by the em-
bassy. In his remarks during the
webinar, Oman's Minister of En-
ergy and Minerals H E Mo-
hammed bin Hamad al Rumhi
invited Indonesian companies to

invest in the sultanate's energy
sector.

'As part of its global vision,
PJB is seeking the opportunity to
expand its business overseas, in-
cluding in the Middle East. PJB is
keen to share its expertise, espe-
cially in operation and mainte-
nance of the power generation
plants,' the Indonesian em-
bassy's statement said.

Indonesia's ambassador to

Oman Mohamad Irzan Djohan
convinced PJB's president Gong
Matua Hasibuan about the sup-
port and readiness of the Indone-
sian embassy in Muscat to help
the company to achieve its vision
in Oman. With the sultanate's
growing economy and rising
power demand, Oman's power
transmission and distribution in-
frastructure is expected to wit-
ness significant growth.

Indonesia’s PJB looking to expand in Oman

Beirut, Lebanon – Lebanon hiked
fuel prices by more than 30 per
cent Tuesday as it reduced sub-
sidies that have eaten away at
the central bank's foreign cur-
rency reserves (forex) amid a
painful economic crisis.

Petrol and diesel prices went
up sharply, according to a re-
vised price list published by the
official National News Agency
(NNA), in a week when a steep
currency devaluation sparked
angry street protests.

The sharp fuel price rises
came as Lebanon, a small coun-
try of six million people, grapples
with an economic crisis branded
by the World Bank as one of the
world's worst since the mid-19th
century.

The Lebanese pound – which
has been pegged to the dollar at
1,507 since 1997 – sold for more
than 17,000 to the greenback on

the black market this week, a
record low.

The price of 20 litres of 95-oc-
tane petrol shot up nearly
16,000 Lebanese pounds
(US$10.6 at the official rate) to
reach 61,000 pounds
(US$40.6), according to NNA.

The price of the same amount
of 98-octane petrol climbed by
16,300 pounds (US$10.8) to
reach nearly 63,000 pounds
(US$42).

Meanwhile, the price of diesel

reached 46,100 pounds
(US$30.7), up from 33,300
pounds (US$22.2).

The new prices came after
weeks of long queues at petrol
stations that had started ra-
tioning gasoline and diesel fuel
amid shortages.

Fuel importers blamed the cri-
sis on a delay by the central bank
in opening credit lines to fund
fuel imports due to depletion of
foreign currency reserves.
AFP

Lebanon hikes fuel prices by 30%
to shore up forex reserves

Scooter motorists queue for fuel outside a petrol station in Beirut (AFP) 
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Our Correspondent
Muscat

The benchmark index of the Muscat
Stock Exchange (MSX) on Tuesday re-
mained almost flat closing at 4,058.08
points compared with 4,057.50 points on
Monday.

The marginal gain in main index on
Tuesday was supported by Financial
Index and Services Index which rose by
0.33 per cent and 0.27 per cent, respec-
tively. Industrial Index, however, dropped
0.30 per cent for the day. MSX Sharia
Index increased 0.41 per cent to close at
593.20 points.

Trading activity increased on Tuesday
as volumes rose 17.8 per cent at
40.68mn securities compared with
34.52mn securities traded on Monday.
Market turnover increased by 20 per cent
to RO4.9mn compared with RO4.09mn
in the previous trading session.

Market breadth at the MSX remained

positive with 24 advancing stocks to 11
decliners. As many as 28 traded stocks
remained flat for the day.

Top gainers were Dhofar Insurance
(9.38 per cent), Oman Aluminium Pro-
duction (8.13 per cent), Vision Insurance
(6.98 per cent), Arabia Falcon Insurance

(6.9 per cent) and Shell Oman Marketing
(4.44 per cent). 

Top losers were Gulf International
Chemicals (-3.57 per cent), Voltamp En-
ergy (-3.29 per cent), Dhofar Generating
(-1.5 per cent) and Al Anwar Ceramic (-
1.27 per cent).

MSX INDEX AND TURNOVER OF FIVE TRADING DAYS
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New York, US – United Airlines
announced Tuesday a huge new
plane order with Boeing and Air-
bus in the biggest bet thus far by
a major carrier on a travel indus-
try recovery from COVID-19.

The US carrier plans to ac-
quire 270 new planes consisting
of 200 Boeing aircraft and 70
Airbus jets. The order would be
valued at US$35.4bn based on
the listed price of the jets, al-
though airlines often end up pay-
ing much less than the list price.

United executives described
the order – the biggest in the air-
line's history – as a landmark mo-
ment symbolizing the radically
improved outlook for travel due
to coronavirus vaccines.

Still, United and other major
airlines are expected to report
another quarterly loss for the
April-June period when they re-
lease their earnings reports in
July, reflecting the continued
drag of a travel crisis that has
devastated travel revenue for
more than a year.

United's business travel vol-
umes are still down 60 per cent,
with international travel off even
more, said United chief executive
Scott Kirby.

"We're not back to 100 per
cent," Kirby said on a conference
call with reporters in which he
outlined how the company lead-
ers had strategized on its needs
early in the pandemic.

"Because we accurately
mapped out the trajectory of the
crisis in March and April of last
year, it's really allowed us to be
prepared and make the right
short- and long-term decisions,"
he said.

Company officials were not

asked about the so-called Delta
virus variant – which is spreading
rapidly in many parts of the
world – during the hour-long
conference call, but the an-
nouncement illustrates broad
confidence in the industry's
prospects even as the pandemic
evolves.

The biggest component of the
order will be 150 of Boeing's new
737 MAX 10, which is still under-
going tests in a process closely
monitored by US regulators. The
announcement is a victory for
Boeing's jet, which was grounded
for 20 months following two
deadly crashes.

The other two components
are 50 Boeing 737 MAX 8 and
70 Airbus A321neo.

All three models are narrow-
body jets, making them well-
suited for domestic and
shorter-distance trips that have
been among the first to see pas-
senger numbers recover from
the COVID-19 pandemic.

"We are truly humbled by
United Airlines' confidence in the
people of Boeing and the air-
planes we design and build every
day," said Stan Deal, president
and CEO of Boeing Commercial

Airplanes.
"Such a significant order from

a great airline like United under-
scores that the A321neo offers
unmatched capabilities, operat-
ing economics, and passenger
friendliness," said Christian
Scherer, Airbus chief commercial
officer.Both the Airbus model
and the next-generation 737
MAX are bigger than earlier ver-
sions of the same aircraft, a fea-
ture especially beneficial for
increasing capacity in New York,
San Francisco and other markets
where adding more flights is dif-
ficult or impossible, United offi-
cials said.

United officials made clear
during the conference call that
they have seen very recent signs
of an acceleration in business
travel bookings, with firms eager
to resume client visits as they see
their competitors returning to
the skies.

Executives also said they were
bullish about international travel,
speaking of the summer of 2022
as being a 'record breaker' as US
consumers make up for lost op-
portunities during the pandemic
to visit Europe and Asia.
AFP

United Airlines unveils
huge jet order in bet
on travel recovery 

San Francisco, US – App revenue
from mobile phone users around
the world climbed to new heights
in the first half of this year, nearly
reaching US$65bn, market
tracker Sensor Tower said Mon-
day.

Apple and Google saw their
respective mobile app shops
thrive as the Silicon Valley giants
remained under fire for the
power they wield at their respec-
tive marketplaces.

Preliminary figures from Sen-
sor Tower indicate that
US$64.9bn was spent across the
App Store and Google Play in the
first six months of this year in a
25 per cent jump fro the same
period in 2020.

Sensor Tower projected that
US$41.5bn would be spent at
Apple's App Store during the
first half of this year on subscrip-
tions and apps, including in-app
purchases such as virtual items
for game characters.

Google Play was expected to
generate a total of US$23.4bn in
revenue by the end of June.

Video-snippet sharing sensa-
tion TikTok was the top grossing

non-game mobile app, with
users spending more than
US$920mn in a increase of 74
per cent from the first six months
of last year, according to Sensor
Tower.

Google-owned video stream-
ing platform YouTube was the
second biggest non-game rev-
enue generator, with users
spending some US$565mn
there, the market tracker esti-
mated.

Globally, spending in mobile
games hit US$44.7bn in the first
half of this year, up nearly 18 per
cent from the same period in
2020, according to Sensor
Tower.

'While consumer spending in
mobile games is growing at a
slower clip than last year, this
doesn’t indicate a downturn for
the industry but rather a normal-
ization after the surge in interest
during the extraordinary circum-

stances of the COVID-19 pan-
demic,' Sensor Tower said in a
post.

Chinese internet titan Ten-
cent had the top grossing mobile
game, Honor of Kings, which
generated more than US$1.5bn
in the first half of this year, ac-
cording to the market tracker.

The survey shows the grow-
ing importance of the so-called
'app economy' and comes amid
criticism over the tight control of
the two large marketplaces by
Apple and Google.

The Sensor Tower figures
were released as a federal court
mulls evidence presented during
a trial in which Epic Games is try-
ing to break Apple's tight grip on
its App Store, and potentially dis-
rupt the entire mobile ecosys-
tem.

Epic, maker of the popular
Fortnite video game, is seeking to
force Apple to open up the App
Store to third parties seeking to
circumvent Apple's procedures
payment systems and its com-
mission as high as 30 per cent in
the process.
AFP

Global spending in mobile apps and
games surges to new high: Survey 

MSX closes flat; volumes rise

Washington, US – A US judge on
Monday dismissed the block-
buster antitrust action against
Facebook filed last year by fed-
eral and state regulators, helping
lift the value of the social media
giant above US$1tn for the first
time.

Judge James Boasberg of the
US District Court of Washington,
DC dismissed the cases filed in
December by the Federal Trade
Commission and more than 40
states, which could have rolled
back Facebook's acquisition of
Instagram and the messaging
platform WhatsApp.

The federal lawsuit 'failed to
plead enough facts to plausibly
establish a necessary element...
that Facebook has monopoly
power in the market for personal
social networking services,' the
judge said in a 53-page opinion,
while allowing authorities the op-
portunity to refile the case.

In lawsuits filed in December

that were consolidated in federal
court, US and state officials
called for the divestment of In-
stagram and WhatsApp, arguing
that Facebook had acted to 'en-
trench and maintain its monop-
oly to deny consumers the
benefits of competition.'

The judge issued a separate
opinion dismissing the case by
the states, saying attorneys gen-
eral had waited too long to bring
the case for the acquisition of In-
stagram in 2012 and WhatsApp
in 2014.

The judge said the FTC com-
plaint 'says almost nothing con-
crete on the key question of how
much power Facebook actually
had... it is almost as if the agency
expects the court to simply nod
to the conventional wisdom that
Facebook is a monopolist.'

The federal agency based its
case on a 'vague' assertion that
Facebook controlled more than
60 per cent of the social net-

working market, but the FTC
'does not even allege what it is
measuring.'

Boasberg wrote that 'the mar-
ket at issue here is unusual in a
number of ways, including that

the products therein are not sold
for a price... the court is thus un-
able to understand exactly what
the agency's '60 per cent-plus'
figure is even referring to, let
alone able to infer the underlying

facts that might substantiate it.'
Still he ruled that 'this defect

could conceivably be overcome
by re-pleading,' allowing the fed-
eral agency the possibility of re-
filing the action.

Facebook shares surged after
the decision, lifting the com-
pany's market valuation above
US$1tn for the first time.

'We compete fairly'
In a statement, the company
said, 'We are pleased that
today’s decisions recognize the
defects in the government com-
plaints filed against Facebook.
We compete fairly every day to
earn people's time and attention
and will continue to deliver great
products for the people and busi-
nesses that use our services.'

The ruling comes a week after
a US congressional panel ad-
vanced legislation that would
lead to a sweeping overhaul of
antitrust laws and give more
power to regulators to break up
large tech firms, specifically aim-
ing at Facebook, Google, Ama-
zon and Apple.

The actions come amid grow-
ing concerns on the power of

major tech firms, which have in-
creasingly dominated key eco-
nomic sectors and have seen
steady growth during the pan-
demic.

Critics of Facebook said the
rulings highlight the need to re-
vise antitrust laws for the inter-
net age.

"This is a setback – not the
end – in the FTC's fight against
dominant Big Tech monopolies
like Facebook," said Charlotte
Slaiman of the consumer group
Public Knowledge.

"The FTC should continue this
important work, as the judge has
indicated the agency can still file
a new complaint if it can address
these concerns. At the same
time, Congress' ongoing work to
pass new laws and rules to ad-
dress the power of Big Tech, as
well as broader antitrust reforms,
is now especially important and
urgent."
AFP

Facebook surpasses $1tn market value for the first time 

New York, US – Some of the
United States' biggest banks
have announced that they would
pay tens of billions of dollars to
shareholders in dividend in-
creases and stock buybacks after
getting the go-ahead from the
US Federal Reserve.

The Fed lifted some Covid-era
restrictions on banks last week
as they proved able to success-
fully weather changing economic
circumstances.

In response, investment bank
Morgan Stanley decided to dou-
ble the amount it pays per share
from the third quarter onward,
and announced a share buyback

program of up to US$12bn by the
end of June 2022.

"Morgan Stanley has accu-
mulated significant excess capi-
tal over the past several years
and now has one of the largest
capital buffers in the industry,"
CEO James Gorman said in a
statement Monday. The largest
US bank in terms of assets, JP-
Morgan Chase, has said it plans
to raise its dividends by a more
modest 11 per cent.

And Bank of America, which
announced a US$25bn buyback
program in March, said it would
increase its dividends by 17 per
cent, while investment giant

Goldman Sachs said it would in-
crease dividends by a heftier 60
per cent.Citigroup said it would
leave dividends unchanged for
now. The Fed banned the coun-
try's largest banks from engaging
in share buyback programs and
had capped shareholder dividend
payouts during the coronavirus
pandemic, saying they needed to
conserve capital during the crisis.

Begun at the start of the pan-
demic, the measure was origi-
nally only supposed to last until
December 2020, but was ex-
tended until March 31 and then
again until the end of this month.
AFP

Big US banks reward shareholders
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Complimenting the extensive ef-
forts of our esteemed govern-
ment and playing its corporate
social role within the community,
Sohar International concluded
the first phase of its COVID-19
vaccination drive for employees
extending the vaccination to staff
first grade family members. 

Not only will this significant
initiative play a positive role in
the overall community increas-
ing the percentage of citizens
being vaccinated, but it also
plays a vital role in ensuring that
our people and staff have a safer
environment to work in.

Highlighting the importance
of this initiative, Ahmed al
Musalmi, chief executive officer
of Sohar International, said, “We
appreciate the significant efforts
of the government in minimising
the pandemic spread in the sul-
tanate. As a socially responsible
financial institution, it is neces-
sary and a national duty to ex-
tend our support to the
community and our staff. 

“Our employees are our most
valuable asset and we under-
stand that it’s important for them

to feel safe not just for them-
selves, but also for their family
members. 

“This underlines our extensive
efforts towards also providing
vaccination to family of every in-
dividual in the Sohar Interna-
tional team. Since the outbreak
of the COVID-19 pandemic, we
have stayed committed to the
cause of the community in which
we operate by adopting precau-
tionary measures within our
premises to ensure our services
are delivered uninterrupted to
our valued customers, 
while safeguarding the health
and well-being of our employees,
stakeholders, and the nation at
large. 

“This continues to remain our
priority during challenging times,
and we are sure that as a bank,
and as a country, we will emerge
stronger post pandemic.”

The first phase of the COVID-
19 vaccination drive took place at
the bank’s headquarters located
in the Waterfront Building in
Shatti al Qurm, Muscat. The
two-day agenda witnessed a
large number of attendance from

staff located within the region
alongside their spouses.  

The first phase of the vaccina-

tion drive has also begun to ac-
commodate staff and their
spouse located in the various re-

gions of the sultanate in collabo-
ration with Badr al Samaa
branches spread across the

country. In its endeavour to
make a difference, Sohar Interna-
tional has also extended this vac-
cination drive to include staff first
degree relatives in a bid to en-
sure further safety of the com-
munity we are part of and serve.

Commenting on the internal
vaccination drive, Mahira Saleh
al Raisi, chief human resource of-
ficer at Sohar International said,
“The health and safety of em-
ployees is of utmost priority at
Sohar International as they are
the key drivers of success for the
Bank. We aim at providing a safe
working environment for our em-
ployees as they are the most
valuable assets in driving the
bank’s growth strategy. 

“Nurturing our employees and
offering them with a seamless
and motivating environment is
an integral part of our strategy,
mainly during the current chal-
lenging times. 

“The bank has taken this great
stride to provide the required
comfort to its team members as
part of their wellbeing, thus en-
suring they are motivated to de-
liver on the bank’s promise.” 

Sohar International continues
to play a meaningful role in nur-
turing a sustainable society, by
ensuring the supply of basic ne-
cessities to severely impacted
sections. 

In support of its customers
and the community at large, the
bank has committed up to
RO1.5mn to relieve affected cus-
tomers from their personal loans,
which was received very posi-
tively from the customers as well
as the society.  

Furthermore, in collaboration
with Ministry of Labour, Sohar
International announced its com-
mitment in providing 200 Oma-
nis a stepping-stone into the
professional world by enrolling
them into a two-year Training
and Development programme.  

The programme will entail 
extensive on-the-job experience,
along with an attractive 
monthly pay. 

Committed to dispose its so-
cial responsibility with diligence
and for this purpose, the bank
understands the importance of
being human especially in such
market conditions. 

Sohar International extends vaccination
drive to family members of its employees

New to Ooredoo? We have a
treat for you! Ooredoo
Shababiah prepaid Welcome
Packs now include double the
data for just RO2. Users can get
their hands on an Ooredoo
Shababiah Smart SIM, plus
choose from either 2GB of data,
including 1GB of open data 
valid for 10 days and 1GB of
bonus data valid for 24 hours, or
RO2 of recharge credit, valid for
30 days.

With a variety of plans tai-
lored to each customers’ pocket
and digital needs, the Shababiah
Smart SIM unlocks a world of
benefits making it easier to stay
connected for longer. It really is
the perfect mix of flexibility,
great value, simplicity and most
of all, convenience.

Double the
data for just
RO2 with
Ooredoo

Anantara al Jabal al Akhdar Re-
sort has vaccinated its team
members against COVID-19, in
line with its promise to ensure
employee health and wellbeing,
and in collaboration with the
Ministry of Health and Badr al
Samaa Hospital.

The COVID-19 vaccination
was delivered to team members
at the resort this week, making
Anantara the first hotel in Jebel
Akhdar to have 100 per cent of
all eligible team members vacci-
nated.

The resort has also reinforced
health and hygiene measures
under Anantara’s brand-wide
‘Stay with Peace of Mind’ pro-
gramme. A dedicated Guest
Guardian is responsible for over-
seeing health and safety stan-
dards by ensuring a series of rigid
guidelines are met and sur-
passed at all times.

“The health and wellbeing of
our guests and team members is
our top priority. We have imple-
mented the ‘Stay with Peace of
Mind’ programme to ensure pre-
cautionary measures to combat
the pandemic are met, and have
carefully followed the rules and
guidelines implemented by 
the Ministry of Heritage and

Tourism and the Supreme Com-
mittee since the reopening of the
resort last year,” said Rami
Farhat, acting general manager
of Anantara al Jabal al Akhdar
Resort. To celebrate, the resort is
offering savings of up to 40 per
cent on best available rate on
rooms and villas to vaccinated
guests for stays until August 15. 

Guests will need to book in
advance and present their vacci-
nation certificate upon check-in
to avail the offer. Terms and con-
ditions apply.

For more information or reser-
vations, call +968 2521 8000,
visit jabal-akhdar.anantara.com
or email aljabalalakhdar@anan-
tara.com

Anantara Jabal Akhdar Resort
vaccinates all of its staff 

As customers in the Middle East
become increasingly digital-first,
Alshaya Group this week cele-
brated the ‘go live’ of its 100th on-
line trading site and app across
the MENA region with the
launch of new apps for American
Eagle + Aerie in Egypt and Qatar.

Recognised as one of the
leading retailers of international
brands in the region, Alshaya has
massively accelerated its digital
roll-out over the last year as it re-
sponds to a permanent shift in
customer shopping habits.
Today Alshaya has the largest
eCommerce footprint in the re-
gion complementing its portfolio
of thousands of stores, cafes,
restaurants and leisure destina-
tions.  

Alshaya customers can now
find more and more of their
favourite brands online in mar-

kets across the GCC, as well as
in Egypt; brands including Amer-
ican Eagle, BBW, Boots, Foot
Locker, H&M, Mothercare, Muji,
Pottery Barn, West Elm and Vic-
toria’s Secret. Further sites and

apps are in the pipeline. Details
of all live sites can be found in the
Customer Zone on www.al-
shaya.com.

Commenting on the pace of
Alshaya’s digital transformation,
Paul Morris, chief digital officer,
Alshaya Group, said, “Cus-
tomers, particularly the under-30
mobile-first generation, have em-
braced new ways to shop. We
have worked hard to meet their
needs by bringing their favourite
brands to their fingertips through
a rapidly growing number of sites
and apps.  It’s clear when we look
at performance that we are deliv-
ering what customers want –
some of our sites are already ac-
counting for over 30 per cent of
total brand sales. 

“As we continue to grow our
digital footprint across MENA
we are focused on offering

choice and making the shopping
experience as effortless as pos-
sible, regardless of whether cus-
tomers want to shop in store,
online, or a mixture of both. It
has been really exciting to de-
liver this change in recent
months, thanks to the amazing
teamwork of Alshaya col-
leagues.”

Alshaya’s digital expansion
responds to an overall shift to
online shopping across the re-
gion, which has been turbo-
charged in the last 12 months as
customers looked for new ways
to shop their favourite brands
during COVID-19 lockdown.
Data varies, but overall digital
retail purchases in MENA have
increased by over 35 per cent
compared to a year ago, with
consumers in KSA, Egypt and
the UAE leading the charge.

Alshaya Group celebrates the launch 
of 100 eCommerce sites and apps 

Oman Investments and Fi-
nance Company’s pioneering
payment solution provider –
Khedmah - aspires to enrich
user experience by providing
hassle-free and flexible serv-
ices that are not only for indi-
viduals, but for corporates too.
This comes as part of the com-
pany’s constant efforts to di-
versify the scope of its services
and target various segments of
the community.

Through its website,
Khedmah provides a dedicated
platform known as ‘Corporate
Relations and Recovery Cell’
that delivers customised serv-
ices to corporate clients. These
services include paying and
tracking electricity, water,
telecommunication and inter-
net bills from different service
providers, such as, Awasr,
Omantel and Ooredoo. Corpo-
rate clients can also recharge
their phone, electricity prepaid
meter and pay the dues of Pub-
lic Authority for Social Insur-
ance (PASI).

The unified billing platform
on the website allows cus-
tomers to create a unique ac-
count that has all their account
numbers of electricity, water,
telecommunications, Internet
and PASI on it. The aim of the
portal is to facilitate tracking
multiple bills in a billing cycle,
knowing the outstanding bal-
ance and process all payments
with a push of a button, at no
additional costs.

Furthermore, the corporate
cell ensures timely delivery of
bills through E-bill service that
facilitates receipt of bills auto-
matically in the Corporate Cus-
tomer's designated email
account. It also provides easier
payment options such as bank
transfer into OIFC's designated
bank accounts, Khedmah
branches, Khedmah phone
app, website and kiosks.
Khedmah also arranges for the
collection of payments from
the company door step with a
POS machine in case if they
wish to pay using a
debit/credit card. 

In order to easily track pay-
ment, the portal provides
prompt reflection of payments

through OIFC’s online cashier-
ing system. Additionally, cus-
tomers can avail other services
such as bill copies, statement
of accounts & other related de-
tails by facsimile or by e-mail
whenever needed.

Commenting in this service,
Mohamed Saif al Toqi, Sr. man-
ager Telecom Recovery, said,
“At Khedmah, we direct our ef-
forts towards keeping pace
with the latest requirements of
the market and clients’ aspira-
tions. During the past period,
we have observed that the cor-
porate sector has an increased
need for an easy online plat-
form through which they can
manage and pay electricity,
water, telecommunications
and Internet. We decided to
capitalise on this opportunity
to fulfil the requirements of this
segment. 

“Hence, we have a dedi-
cated team that communicates
with companies wishing to
benefit from these services and
facilitate the process of paying
their bills. Today, this team
serves tens of thousands of
companies in various regions
across the sultanate. We re-
ceive positive feedback on the
ease, flexibility and cost sav-
ings of this service for compa-
nies. OIFC is currently working
toward enhancing this experi-
ence to provide more value-
add for companies by
accelerating the current proce-
dures and making them more

flexible and with additional
payment options for benefici-
aries.”

“Our vision at OIFC is based
on adopting digital transforma-
tion and achieving sustainabil-
ity in operations. We
encourage establishments and
individuals to utilise a plethora
of services from our e-channels
such as Khedmah app and
website. These efforts come in
line with Oman Vision 2040
that seeks to achieve digital
transformation and create an
economy based on knowledge
and innovation,” he further
stated.

OIFC is a leading Invest-
ment and Services Company
and specialises in billing, col-
lection and debt factoring for
electricity, water and telecom
services in the Sultanate of
Oman. 

The company’s various
branches and e-payment chan-
nels allow customers to easily
pay their electricity, water and
telecommunications bills,
recharge phone, electricity pre-
paid meter bills as well as mak-
ing payment to the Public
Authority for Social Insurance
(PASI). Through its various
branches across the sultanate,
the company also provides
customer support related to
these services. 

Customers can download
Khedmah phone app from
Google Play on Android, and
App Store on IOS. 

Easy, flexible bill payment
solutions from Khedmah
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Oman Sail unveils 11th edition of
Sailing Arabia – The Tour 2021
Oman Sail has unveiled the de-
tails of the 11th edition of Sailing
Arabia – The Tour, kicking off
from November 24 – December
5. Since its very first edition in
2011, the race has grown in
stature to become a premier an-
nual race and a favourite 
winter destination for profes-
sional and amateur sailors
around the globe. 

Showcasing the unique coast-
line and beauty of Oman, the
route will take participating
teams to unique destinations in
Oman starting from Mussanah
to Sur and back to Muscat for the
finale, with coastal raids and in-
port races at each stop. Each
team will be competing in an
identical DIAM24 trimaran, en-
suring each race is a tough test of
the teamwork, tactics and the
endurance of each crew. 

Saleh al Jabri, project manager
and acting head of Sailing Events
& Commercial at Oman Sail,
said, “We are really pleased to be
able to organise yet another ex-
citing edition of Sailing Arabia -
The Tour in 2021. The event has
become a sought-after and an-
ticipated fixture in the calendar
over the past decade and a high
calibre event for talented Omani
sailors and a strong international
contingent to test themselves in
warm winter weather.”

He added, “Every year, the
event has enhanced Oman’s rep-
utation as a world-class host,

blessed with perfect sailing con-
ditions and welcoming people.
This year will be no different and
our deep-rooted maritime tradi-
tions will be evident at each stop
as the exciting, fast-paced racing
captures the imagination of
spectators and allows the crew

to experience authentic Omani
hospitality.”

The Tour will be run in full ad-
herence to the official COVID-19
safety protocols. More informa-
tion about the event on how to
register are available on the offi-
cial website https://sailingarabi-

athetour.com/. 

Full schedule:
Nov 23  – Opening Ceremony,
Mussanah 
Nov 24-26  – Coastal Raid and
in-port race, Mussanah 
Nov 27-29 – Coastal Raid and in-

port race, Sur
Dec 1-2 – Coastal Raid and in-
port race, Marina Bandar al Row-
dha
Dec 3-4 – Coastal Raid and in-
port race, Al Mouj Muscat
Dec 5 - Closing Ceremony and
Prizegiving, Al Mouj Muscat

Conceived to provide seamless
mobility during car service, In-
finiti Courtesy Vehicle (ICV)
from Infiniti Oman, from the
house of Suhail Bahwan Auto-
mobiles has been offering cus-
tomers convenience while
adhering to all the safety proto-
cols related to COVID-19.

The objective of the exclusive
concept titled Infiniti Courtesy
Vehicle (ICV) is to offer conven-
ience for service customers and
provide existing customers with
the opportunity to experience
other/ new models with latest
technology.

A senior spokesperson at In-

finiti Oman said, “The courtesy
vehicles offered as part of the
programme will be free of charge
to our customers. ICVs are dedi-
cated units kept only for offer-
ing them as replacement
vehicles to service cus-
tomers. All customers/
jobs are eligible for
ICV except for inter-
nal, B&P and waiting
customers for quick
services. We are happy
to offer customers with
easy mobility during car
service and provide a chance
to try our newer Infiniti models.” 

He added, “Our protocol and

guidelines guarantee the utmost
hygiene, sanitisation, and safety
f o r

all. Besides, our staff is trained to
make the processes very secure,

with highest focus on
hygiene and

safety.”

This service is based on avail-
ability of the ICV cars during the
time of car service. Terms and
conditions apply.

Infiniti Oman strives to offer
an excellent retail and customer
service experience to every In-

finiti owner. A crucial
point of differ-

entiation
for the
Brand

amongst competitors is the top
level of customer service it deliv-
ers. 

To ensure safety of its cus-
tomers and employees, Infiniti
Oman is following a thorough
safety precaution protocol at its
service centre. The standard op-
erating procedure it follows in-
volves the execution of strict
safety, sanitisation and physical
distancing rules.

Implemented in line with
Oman’s Supreme Committee
advisories on COVID-19, Infiniti
Oman’s precaution protocol
aims to guarantee the safety and
wellbeing of its customers and

employees as priority.
The important safety precau-

tions and protocol being followed
at the Infiniti Oman service cen-
tre include sanitisation of touch
points and fumigation of facili-
ties. While hand sanitisers are
kept at customer receptions,
thermal checks are done before
employees and customers enter
the service centre. 

All staff keep a physical dis-
tance of two metres from cus-
tomers. Other safety measures
include sanitisation of vehicle ex-
terior touch points and protec-
tive covers on steering wheel,
gear lever and seat. 

The Public Establishment for In-
dustrial Estates – Madayn has
launched ‘For Your Safety’
awareness campaign to curb the
spread of coronavirus (COVID-
19) in its industrial cities, Knowl-
edge Oasis Muscat and Al
Mazunah Free Zone. The cam-
paign targets the workforce in
the industrial units based in the
industrial cities, specifically those
operating in food and water sec-
tors; the commercial activities
related to public health in the in-
dustrial cities; and the adminis-
trative buildings of the
companies based in the Knowl-
edge Oasis Muscat.

The campaign aims at dis-
seminating awareness on the im-
portance of receiving vaccination
to reduce infection in the work
environment, spreading exten-
sive awareness on the precau-
tionary measures to achieve a
safe and healthy workplace, and
training the workforce in the in-
dustrial units to develop preven-
tive plans and practices against
coronavirus disease. The cam-
paign also highlights the signifi-
cance of correcting the wrong
practices of the workforce with
the objective of reaching zero vi-

olations while continuing to con-
duct PCR tests.

Through a series of field visits
to the various industrial cities of
Madayn and the Knowledge
Oasis Muscat, Madayn’s officials
of health, safety, security and en-
vironment shall provide the in-
dustrial units with the preventive
measures and awareness guide-
lines to reduce and limit the
spread of infection with coron-
avirus at the work environment.

Over the past years, Madayn
has qualified a group of its em-

ployees on the basics of inspec-
tion and occupational safety in
the industrial cities in various
fields such as food safety, in-
vestor services, field work proce-
dures, and health, safety and
environment. 

Madayn aims at achieving a
safe working environment in its
industrial cities taking into ac-
count the volume of investments
and the diversity of economic in-
dustries. Madayn also gives ut-
most attention to spreading
awareness on the occupational

diseases and finding solutions to
reduce their occurrence, in addi-
tion to applying the best global
health practices and developing
strategies to protect individual
and properties with the aim of
achieving zero infections, in-
juries, and accidents in the work-
place. 

Since the outbreak of coron-
avirus pandemic, Madayn offi-
cials are making significant
efforts to spread awareness on
workplace safety and healthy
practices among the workers.

Bank Muscat, the leading finan-
cial services provider in the sul-
tanate, has been ranked by
Forbes Middle East amongst its
‘Top 50 Banks in the Middle East’
in 2021. 

The accolade was announced
after Forbes Middle East gath-
ered data from listed stock ex-
changes across the region
including market value, sales, as-
sets and profits and used it to
evaluate the region’s top banks.
The Forbes report said that as of
June 6, 2021, the ‘Top 50 Banks
in the Middle East’ had a total
value of US $513.6bn and assets
worth $2.5tn. 

In its report, Forbes pointed
out the important role being
played by banks in supporting
economies in the post-pandemic
situation by using a number of
measures like ‘postponing loan
payments, restructuring debt
and lending to key sectors’.

Bank Muscat is the first bank
in the list from amongst all the
banks in the sultanate. This
recognition is a further validation
of the bank’s leadership position
in Oman, which is the result of its
customer-centric banking and

pioneering sustainability initia-
tives along with the adoption of
global best practices in the
bank’s pursuit of overall excel-
lence. 

Earlier in June 2021, Bank
Muscat was recognised as one of
the ‘Top 100 Companies in the
Middle East’ by Forbes. The bank
has won other similar awards too
in the recent past including the
Best Bank in Oman award from
prestigious international publica-
tions like Global Finance, Eu-
romoney, The Banker and EMEA
Finance. It has also been ranked
as the Safest Bank in Oman by
Global Finance in its rankings of
the Safest Banks in 112 countries
worldwide.

Bank Muscat has further
sharpened its focus on cus-
tomer-centricity, safety, sustain-
ability and readiness for the
future, whilst maintaining its
market leadership in the country.
It is keenly following the trends
that will shape the financial serv-
ices sector in the future, and
moving decisively to prepare for
future developments in an age of
rapid global economic and tech-
nological changes.

Infiniti Courtesy Vehicles create convenience for service customers 

Madayn launches campaign to limit
spread of coronavirus in workplace

Omantel’s embraced Edlal initiative
on entrepreneurship enters fifth year

Bank Muscat recognised
by Forbes Middle East

As Oman entered 2021 with a
refurbished set of policies on
economic development of
which manpower building is a
key goal, the Edlal programme
on entrepreneurship, co-
founded by Omantel, assumes
even greater significance as a
tool providing the much-
needed resources towards
meetings these objectives. 

Omantel is the strategic
co-founder of Edlal ini-
tiative along with Point
and Rudha and since
the programme’s in-
ception in 2017, it
has been providing
leading technology
and financial support.  

The Edlal initiative
on entrepreneurship has
been building and
strengthening Oman’s man-
power foundations through
free high-quality online, certi-
fied, video and interactive
training courses designed to
cover the future skills required
by the national and interna-
tional job market, with Oman-
tel as the digital enabler.
Through its website
www.edlal.org and its app, the

initiative has been targeting
students, jobseekers, employ-
ees and entrepreneurs. 

Edlal has gained immense
popularity since it was
launched as the number of
beneficiaries has grown to
reach more than 250,000, un-

derscoring the digital pro-
gram’s success. Omantel and
founders of this programme
are confident that users’ num-
bers will see a good increase
this year as well with the initia-
tive spanning the entire calen-
dar year, from January 1, until

December 31, 2021. 
By integrating high-quality

educational development pro-
grams with creative visual arts
delivered through a uniquely
accessible platform, Edlal is in-
directly contributing towards
Oman’s Vision 2040. Tar-
geted at learners in the 13-40
years age group, the training
opportunities offered on Edlal
are accessible, flexible, and

economical. 
The brainchild of Qais

al Toubi and Haitham al
Toubi in 2017, Edlal’s
philosophies are cen-
tered on ‘technopre-
neurship’, skills

development and youth
empowerment. 
Laila Mohammed al

Wohaibi, manager of CSR at
Omantel, said, “In each of its
CSR initiatives, Omantel looks
for opportunities to push
Oman’s shift towards a knowl-
edge-based and digital econ-
omy, which is one of the
objectives of Oman Vision
2040, a document which also
incorporates the UN Sustain-
able Development Goals in
local and global contexts.”
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Azaz, Syria - In a camp in north-
west Syria, Mohamad al Abdul-
lah relies on UN aid to treat a
spinal injury that could have
paralysed him had it not been for
cross-border aid. 

But that life-saving assistance
is now threatened by a Russian
veto.

With Moscow threatening to
shut the region’s last crossing
from Turkey at a UN Security
Council vote in the coming days,
the 17 year old and millions like
him risk losing a vital conduit for
medical and food supplies.

“All my medicine comes from
abroad through the crossing,”
Mohammad told AFP from his
tent in the opposition-held Syrian
town of Azaz.

He still has pieces of shrapnel
lodged in his back and ribs from
a 2014 car bomb blast that
wounded his spine, killed his fa-
ther and prompted him to flee
Deir Ezzor in Syria’s east to seek
refuge in the northwest.

“If (the shrapnel) moved only
a millimetre, I would be paral-
ysed. That’s what the doctors
told me,” he said.

“If the crossing closes, I will sit
idly in this tent, unable to move,
because if it wasn’t for my med-
icine, I wouldn’t be able to stand
up from the pain.”

The painkillers he desperately

needs reach Azaz via the oppo-
sition-controlled Bab al-Hawa
crossing on the Turkish border,
the only entry point for UN assis-
tance into Syria’s beleaguered
northwest.

But the resolution authorising
such deliveries expires on July 10
- by which time the Security
Council must have voted on its
renewal.

Damascus ally Moscow says
the UN mandate on the border
violates Syria’s sovereignty, and
wants to close Bab al-Hawa
when the current provision ex-

pires, re-routing aid through
regime-controlled territory.

The UN has warned that
blocking aid via the crossing
could cause a ‘humanitarian ca-
tastrophe’.

‘Medical crisis’
More than three million people
live in the Idlib region in Syria’s
northwest, much of which is con-
trolled by extremists and allied
rebels.

Around 2.4mn people there
need humanitarian aid, accord-
ing to the UN.

It says some 1,000 trucks
have passed through the cross-
ing every month over the past
year, carrying in vital COVID-19
vaccines, hospital equipment
and medicine for diabetes, tuber-
culosis and leishmaniasis.

NGOs have warned that re-
routing such supplies through
regime-held territory could lead
to disaster.

“The notion that the Syrian
government can replace UN aid
is absurd,” Amnesty Interna-
tional’s Syria researcher Diana
Semaan said on Friday.

There is currently no agree-
ment between the UN and Dam-
ascus to authorise UN aid
deliveries to the northwest from
inside Syria. 

Aid groups have repeatedly
accused Damascus of hindering
humanitarian assistance to areas
outside its control.

‘The Syrian authorities have a
long history of diverting and ob-
structing humanitarian aid,’
Amnesty International said in a
statement.

It warned against a ‘medical
crisis’ in the northwest similar to
the one currently gripping north-
eastern Syria after the closure of
another checkpoint there under
Russian pressure last year.

Ireland and Norway, non-per-
manent members of the Security
Council, presented a draft reso-
lution ON Friday aiming to keep
Bab al-Hawa open for one year.

Permanent members the
United States, France and Britain
had also wanted to reopen the
nearby Bab al-Salam crossing
with Turkey, which was shut last
year, diplomats have said.

The International Rescue
Committee has pushed for Bab
al-Salam to be reopened, arguing
that ‘one crossing alone has
proved insufficient to meet the
scale of needs’.
AFP

Wounded Syrians in camp fear
closure of vital aid corridor

Displaced Syrian Mohamad al Abdullah with his family members at a camp near the town of Azaz in the rebel-

controlled northern countryside of Syria’s Aleppo province, on June 22 (AFP)

Abu Dhabi, UAE - Israel’s top
diplomat Yair Lapid visited the
United Arab Emirates on Tues-
day on the first official trip by a
minister from the Jewish state
after the two regional power-
house economies normalised
ties last year. 

Lapid landed at Abu Dhabi
airport, later tweeting: ‘Making
history: Proud to represent the
State of Israel on its first official
visit to the United Arab Emirates.
Thanks for the warm welcome.’

Alongside the tweet, he
posted an image of himself dis-
embarking the plane to a wel-
come from a small delegation led
by an Emirati diplomat to mini-
mal fanfare.

Israeli ministers have previ-
ously visited the UAE, but newly
appointed Lapid is the most sen-
ior Israeli to make the trip, and
the first to travel on an official
mission. 

The head of mission at the

Jewish state’s Embassy in the
UAE tweeted: ‘30 years as a
diplomat, but to see the blue and
white (Israeli colours) here at the
Abu Dhabi airport, whilst waiting
for the minister of foreign affairs
to land - is exciting!’

Since their US-brokered nor-
malisation agreement was an-
nounced in August last year,
Israel and the UAE have signed a
raft of deals ranging from
tourism to aviation and financial
services. 

During his visit, Lapid will in-
augurate the Israeli embassy in
Abu Dhabi as well as a consulate
in Dubai. 

Lapid’s trip comes nearly a
year after the nations moved to
normalise ties, and follows a
string of visits by Israeli officials
that were planned then
scrapped over issues including
the COVID pandemic and diplo-
matic scuffles. 
AFP

Lapid in UAE on
first official visit by
an Israeli minister

Emirati Minister of State Ahmed al Sayegh (right) meets with Israeli

Foreign Minister Yair Lapid upon arrival in Abu Dhabi on Tuesday (AFP)

New Delhi, India - Indian police
have filed preliminary charges
against senior Twitter officials
over an inaccurate map of the
country, an official said on Tues-
day, in the latest escalation be-
tween the US firm and New
Delhi.

Uttar Pradesh state police
said the criminal case was filed
against two Twitter India officials
late on Monday following a com-
plaint from the local head of a
nationalist group that the US
firm’s website showed the dis-
puted Kashmir region as an inde-
pendent country.

The map was already taken
down from Twitter’s ‘Tweep Life’
career section after an uproar by
social media users on Monday
against the micro-blogging site. 

A police official told AFP that
Twitter’s India head Manish Ma-
heshwari and another senior em-
ployee were being investigated
for breaching India’s IT laws and

causing public mischief.
“This act has hurt the senti-

ments of Indians, including me,”
Praveen Bhati from Bajrang Dal,
a rightwing Hindu group, said in
his complaint. Twitter has been
locked for several months in an
acrimonious row with New Delhi
over new rules for social media
companies operating in India.

The regulations require firms
to remove and identify the ‘first
originator’ of posts deemed to
undermine India’s sovereignty,
state security or public order.

Last week, India’s IT minister
had his Twitter account briefly
locked after he posted a video
containing music that breached
US copyright law.

Ravi Shankar Prasad called the
move a ‘gross violation’ and said
it showed how his ‘calling out the
high handedness and arbitrary
actions of Twitter... clearly ruffled
its feathers’.
AFP

Indian police probe
Twitter over map Jerusalem - Jewish settlers

agreed on Monday to leave a
new outpost in the occupied
West Bank that has stirred
weeks of Palestinian protests fol-
lowing a deal with Israel's gov-
ernment, officials said. 

Under the agreement, con-
firmed by settler leaders and the
interior ministry, the settlers will
leave the Eviatar outpost within
days but their mobile homes will
remain and Israeli troops will es-
tablish a base in the area. 

According to a statement
from regional settler leader Yossi
Dagan, the Defence Ministry has
agreed to study land claims to
assess the prospect of a future
recognised settlement. 

Dagan said the agreement
had been approved by Prime
Minister Naftali Bennett, De-
fence Minister Benny Gantz and
Interior Minister Ayelet Shaked.

Shaked’s office confirmed the
deal, but spokespersons for Ben-
nett and Gantz were not imme-
diately available to comment.  

About 50 Jewish families

moved to Eviatar last month,
erecting huts, tents and caravans
- in defiance of international and
Israeli law - on land near Nablus
in the occupied West Bank,
which Palestinians claim for a fu-
ture state.

Eviatar settler Tzvi Succot, a
leader in the outpost community,
said he supported the agreement
because he believed it would ul-
timately lead to a permanent

Jewish community. 
“The most important thing for

us is that the buildings stay here,
that a Jewish presence remains
on this hill,” Succot told AFP.

Palestinians protest
Palestinians in the nearby com-
munity of Beita have responded
with night-time protests, flashing
horns, burning tyres and shining
laser beams to keep the settlers

awake. 
Those protests continued on

Monday when they directed
green light beams towards Jew-
ish settler homes and hoisted
Palestinian flags. 

Moussa Hamayel, the deputy
head of the Beita municipality,
told AFP that the Palestinian
community had ‘completely re-
jected’ the purported compro-
mise. 

Israeli troops have killed four
Palestinians including a teenager
in unrest sparked by the protests. 

Eviatar is named after a settler
fatally stabbed near Beita in
2013. 

Israeli authorities had evacu-
ated an earlier version of the out-
post. 

But Israeli families returned in
May after a Palestinian man shot
dead a student nearby. 

Gantz ordered the settlement
removed, but Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu - who served 12 unbro-
ken years as prime minister
before he was unseated on June
13 - froze the decision. 

Bennett, who ousted Ne-
tanyahu by joining a broad coali-
tion including leftwingers and an
Arab party, is the former head of
the Yesha Council, a settlers’ lob-
bying group.

All Jewish settlements in the
West Bank, occupied by Israel
since 1967, are considered illegal
by most of the international
community. 
AFP

israeli settlers agree to leave flashpoint West Bank

Israeli settlers and supporters in the newly-established wildcat outpost of Eviatar look as Palestinian protestors

flash laser beams towards them from the nearby Beita village, in the occupied West Bank on Monday (AFP)

Baghdad, Iraq - Thousands of
members of Iraq’s Hashed al-
Shaabi paramilitary alliance
gathered in Baghdad on Tuesday
to mourn comrades killed in
American airstrikes along the
Syrian border.

The US raids early on Monday
sparked an exchange of fire be-
tween pro-Iranian militias and
the US-led coalition in eastern
Syria, as well as fears of a new
US-Iran escalation amid faltering
efforts to revive Tehran's 2015
nuclear deal with world powers.

With chants of ‘death to
America’ and ‘vengeance for the
martyrs’, they massed in Free-
dom Square near the capital’s
high-security Green Zone - site
of the US Embassy.

Security forces were deployed
in large numbers, sealing the
Green Zone after a string of re-
cent incursions by armed groups
backed by Washington’s arch-
enemy Tehran.

Several high-ranking Hashed

commanders took part in the
symbolic funeral, including its
top commander Faleh al Fayyadh
and Hadi al Ameri, head of one of
its main factions, the Badr Or-
ganisation.

The mourners, accompanied
by vehicles full of gunmen, wore
black and held up signs reading:
‘Attacks on the Hashed must
speed up the withdrawal of
American troops from Iraq.’

Others carried pictures of
Iranian general Qasem Soleimani
and Hashed second-in-com-
mand Abu Mahdi al Muhandis,
who were killed in a US drone
strike near Baghdad airport last
year.

The Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights war monitor said
seven fighters had been killed
and at least six more wounded in
the strikes on both sides of the
Iraqi-Syrian border.

The Hashed, most of whose
commanders are backed by
Tehran and which has become

the main power broker in Bagh-
dad, said four of its fighters were
killed in the Qaim region near the

border.
The fighters were stationed

there to prevent extremists infil-

trating Iraq, the group said, deny-
ing they had taken part in any at-
tacks against US interests or

personnel and warning they had
‘the legal right to respond... and
hold the perpetrators account-
able on Iraqi soil’.

The Pentagon said the strikes
targeted operational and
weapons storage facilities at two
locations in Syria and one in Iraq,
all near the common border,
used by militias engaged in drone
attacks against US interests in
Iraq.

US forces were subsequently
‘attacked by multiple rockets’ in
eastern Syria, but there were no
casualties and personnel ‘con-

ducted counter-battery artillery
fire at rocket launching posi-
tions’, coalition spokesman
Wayne Marotto said on Twitter.

American forces in Iraq,
where 2,500 American troops
are deployed as part of an inter-
national coalition to fight the ex-
tremist Islamic State group, have
been targeted in more than 40
attacks this year.

Monday’s strikes were the
second such deadly raid on pro-
Iran targets since US President
Joe Biden took office.

Secretary of State Antony
Blinken declared that the US
airstrikes on pro-Iran fighters in
Iraq and Syria sent a ‘strong mes-
sage’ not to keep attacking US
forces in Iraq.

Iraq’s Prime Minister Mustafa
al Kadhemi condemned the
strikes as an ‘unacceptable viola-
tion of Iraqi sovereignty and Iraqi
national security’ and warned
against any escalation.
AFP

Members of Iraq’s Hashed al-Shaabi forces march in a symbolic funerary parade, in Baghdad on Tuesday (AFP)

The US airstrikes on
pro-Iran fighters
sent a ‘strong 
message’ not to
keep attacking US
forces in Iraq
Antony Blinken

Iraqi fighters mourn comrades killed by US on Syria border
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Matera, Italy - G20 ministers led
by the United States said on
Tuesday that the coronavirus
pandemic showed the need for
greater global cooperation, as
African nations sought help to
develop their medical infrastruc-
ture.

In a sharp reversal from the
previous US administration, Sec-
retary of State Antony Blinken
emphasised the need for multi-
lateral institutions as foreign
ministers from the Group of 20
major economies met in the an-
cient Italian city of Matera.

“Multilateral cooperation will
be key to our collective ability to
stop this global health crisis,”
said Blinken, winding down a
week-long trip to Europe.

“That’s also true for the work
we must do to strengthen global
health security moving forward
so we can detect, prevent and
respond better to future health
emergencies.”

Blinken pointed to US contri-
butions to COVAX, the UN-
backed initiative that aims to
vaccinate low-income countries,
including President Joe Biden’s
promise to provide 500mn
Pfizer doses.

Italian Foreign Minister Luigi

Di Maio, the host of the talks,
said that the pandemic, which
has hit his country particularly
hard, exposed global vulnerabil-
ities.

“Multi-lateralism and cooper-
ation are fundamental in re-
sponding to global challenges,”
he said.

Foreign Minister Christophe
Lutundula of the Democratic Re-
public of Congo, participating as
part of an Italian push to involve
African nations in G20 talks,
warned that coronavirus was far
from over in his continent and
called for urgent measures.

In addition to immediate aid,

he called for the G20 to back the
capacity of developing countries
to produce vaccines themselves
and to help launch a continent-
wide agency that will encourage
scientific cooperation.

The G20 must help ‘con-
cretely and in detail so we move
beyond speeches to urgent ac-

tion on the ground’, he said.
Such cooperation ‘will help

African countries counter the
shock of COVID and revive their
economies for the greater good
of the international community’,
he said.

The talks will prepare for a
G20 leaders’ meeting in October

in Rome that is expected to see
the first summit between US
President Joe Biden and his Chi-
nese counterpart Xi Jinping amid
soaring tensions between the
world’s two largest economies.

With China participating vir-
tually in Matera, Tuesday’s con-
ference was focused more on
general themes but marked a
major US shift following the de-
feat of former president Donald
Trump, who belittled interna-
tional institutions as part of his
‘America First’ philosophy.
AFP

The G20 foreign and development ministers begin their meeting in Matera, in the region of Basilicata, in southern Italy on Tuesday (AFP)

COVID-19 PANDEMIC

Lucknow, India - Five
gang members in India
wore full protective gear
to cremate a man they
had murdered, pretend-
ing he died from COVID-
19, police said on
Tuesday.

The victim was invited
to a party by the men,
whom he owed R4mn
(US$54,000), and suffo-
cated, according to po-
lice. 

The gang wore full
PPE and cremated the
body at a facility in the
northern city of Agra,
registering the dead man
under a false name, local
police chief Muniraj G
said. ‘To avoid being
caught... they wore PPE
kit and used a body bag
to pack and transport the
body to the cremation
ground,’ he tweeted. ‘All
the five accused have
confessed to their crime.’ 

A tip-off from an in-
formant led to the arrest
of one of the men, police
said.
AFP

Murderers
cremate
victim as
CoVid 
casualty

The G20 must help
concretely. Such 
cooperation will
help African 
countries counter
the shock of COVID
and revive their
economies for the
greater good of the
international 
community
CHriStoPHe LUtUndULA

G20 leaders urge greater global
cooperation to fight COVID crisis

Paris, France - More than three
billion doses of COVID-19 vac-
cines have been given across
the world, according to an AFP
tally on Tuesday from official
sources.

The pace of vaccination has
so quickened that while it took
20 weeks to give the first billion,
it only took four to give the last
one thousand million.

Some four of ten of the jabs
have been given in China
(1.2bn), with India (329mn) and
the United States (324mn) also
in the top three.

But it is a trio of Middle East-
ern countries that leads the way
in terms of coverage (when you
exclude countries with popula-
tions of less than one million),
with the United Arab Emirates
having given 153 doses per 100
people, ahead of Bahrain and Is-
rael on 124. 

The three have nearly fully
vaccinated 60 per cent of their
inhabitants. 

Following them are Chile
(118 doses per 100 people), the
United Kingdom (113), Mongo-
lia (111), Uruguay (110), Hun-
gary (107), Qatar (107) and the

US (98). These countries have
fully vaccinated around half of
their populations (between 46
and 54 per cent).

The European Union has
given 357mn shots to half of its
population, with some 32 per
cent of the population having
been fully covered.

Its smallest member Malta
has completely covered seven
out of ten of its people; its
biggest countries, Germany,
France, Italy and Spain are hov-
ering around a third fully vacci-
nated.  

But globally the vaccination
drive is still hugely unequal even
if most poor countries have
begun to vaccinate thanks to
the Covax sharing scheme run
by the World Health Organiza-
tion, Gavi and the Cepi coalition.

While the world’s poorest
countries have only been able to
give one dose per 100 people,
the richest have given one per
79 people. 

And five countries have yet
to start their campaigns - Tan-
zania, Burundi, Eritrea, Haiti and
North Korea.
AFP

World passes
three billion 
vaccine mark

TOP THREE COUNTRIES

A medical staff inoculates a homeless man during a mobile vaccination

drive conducted at Vashi in India’s Navi Mumbai on Monday (AFP)

In numbers

uCHINA – 1.2bn
uINDIA – 329mn
uUS – 324mn

In terms of coverage

uUAE – 153 doses per 100
uBAHRAIN – 124 doses per 100
uISRAEL – 124 doses per 100

Brisbane, Australia - More than
10mn Australians have been or-
dered into lockdown as coron-
avirus cases spread across the
country, and Brisbane on Tues-
day became the fourth major city
to issue stay-at-home orders.

The three-day snap lockdown
for Brisbane, starting on Tues-
day evening, comes on top of
similar measures imposed in
Sydney, Perth and Darwin in re-
cent days.

“These are tough decisions,”
Queensland state Premier An-
nastacia Palaszczuk said, after
Australia recorded 23 virus
cases in 24 hours.

“We are having lockdowns in
major cities because the over-
seas arrivals are bringing the
virus here.”

Australia has been broadly
successful in eliminating local
transmission through a mix of
border closures, mandatory
hotel quarantine for overseas ar-

rivals and snap lockdowns. 
But it is now battling flare-ups

of the highly contagious Delta
variant - which first emerged in
India - as public anger grows at
the slow pace of vaccinations.

Less than five per cent of
adults are believed to have re-
ceived both vaccine doses.

Brisbane resident Nicola
Hungerford (57) said she ex-

pected lockdowns to keep hap-
pening ‘until the government
gets their bloody act together’
on the vaccine rollout.

“It’s gobsmacking and they’re
just irresponsible. It shows how
little respect they have for peo-
ple,” she told AFP.

As well as Brisbane, sur-
rounding coastal regions and the
small northern city of Townsville

are also subject to the latest
order, after an unvaccinated
hospital worker spent up to ten
days travelling around Queens-
land while infectious.

On Tuesday morning, Perth
residents woke to a four-day
snap lockdown after a local clus-
ter grew to three cases.

Shubh Singh, manager of Pun-
jab Sweets & Curry House,
backed the decision even though
he expected his Perth business
to lose about 50 per cent of rev-
enue during the shutdown.

“But the measures are neces-
sary to ensure it doesn’t linger
for months, because a lengthy
lockdown would be disastrous,”
he said. “It is eerie though seeing
these streets so quiet.”

The largest outbreak is in
Sydney, where 150 people have
tested positive for COVID-19
since mid-June, with the city’s
residents now under stay-at-
home orders for two weeks.

A small cluster linked to an
outback gold mine sent Darwin
into lockdown after exposure
sites were found for the first
time in the northern city, which
is home to a large Indigenous
population feared to be more
vulnerable to COVID-19.

The announcements come
during school holidays for large
parts of the country and are ex-
pected to cause a wave of travel
cancellations, with unaffected
states warning people not to
visit impacted areas.

In all locked-down areas,
people are generally required to
stay at home except for essen-
tial work, exercise, to buy gro-
ceries or for medical reasons.

Masks are mandatory across
swathes of the country. 

Australia has recorded a total
of over 30,000 cases and 910
deaths in a population of about
25mn since the pandemic began. 
AFP

Over 10mn Australians in coronavirus lockdown

People in vehicles wait in a queue at a drive-through COVID-19 testing

station in Perth on Tuesday (AFP)

Washington, US - The United
States began shipping 2.5mn
doses of Moderna’s COVID vac-
cine to Bangladesh on Tuesday,
a White House official told AFP,
as the South Asian country con-
fronted a wave of new infections.

“Thanks to the US commit-
ment to playing a leading role in
ending the pandemic every-
where, 2.5mn doses of the Mod-
erna vaccine will begin to ship to
Bangladesh,” said the official.

Illustrating the urgency, deliv-
ery is expected to be completed
this week.

Bangladesh, which neigh-
bours India, began a severe lock-
down on Monday in response to
spiraling infections from the
Delta variant. People are re-
stricted to their homes, with of-
fices closed, traffic shut down
and the security forces enforcing
compliance.

The South Asian country of
around 170mn people recorded
nearly 6,000 cases last Friday.
Authorities say that districts

near the Indian border are suf-
fering especially badly, with hos-
pitals in the cities of Khulna and
Rajshahi overwhelmed.

Bangladesh ‘has a 55 per cent
week-over-week increase in
cases, driven largely by the Delta
variant’, a White House official
said, explaining how the country
made it onto the urgent list.

President Joe Biden has de-
clared the United States the
world’s vaccine ‘arsenal’ in the

war on COVID-19.
The role reflects US pharma-

ceutical power but also Biden’s
emphasis on restoring Wash-
ington’s leadership around the
world after the tempestuous and
often chaotic years under Don-
ald Trump.

US officials deny they are
competing in ‘vaccine diplo-
macy’ with authoritarian China
and Russia, which have used na-
tionally produced vaccines to fill

the supply vacuum in less-de-
veloped regions during the pan-
demic.

No ‘strings attached’
Like many other countries,
Bangladesh has desperately
sought more vaccines and has
not been picky about where they
come from.

Health Minister Zahid
Maleque said in May that the
country wants to buy 50mn
doses from China’s Sinopharm.

It also wants to buy five mil-
lion Sputnik doses, Foreign Min-
ister A K Abdul Momen said
after meeting the Russian am-
bassador this month.

The White House pointedly
said that its vaccine shipments -
mostly made through the World
Health Organization’s Covax
programme - come free in all
senses.

“We are sharing these doses
not to secure favours or extract
concessions. Our vaccines do
not come with strings attached.

We are doing this with the sin-
gular objective of saving lives,”
the official said.

The Biden administration has
committed to donating US$2bn
to Covax and also purchasing
500mn Pfizer-BioNTech vac-
cines for the African Union and
92 poorer countries. At the re-
cent G7 summit in Britain, US
partners agreed to donate an-
other 500mn doses.

“Putting an end to this pan-
demic requires eliminating it
around the world,” the White
House official said. “This is a
unique moment in history and it
requires American leadership.”

Additionally, some 80mn
doses from the US supply are
earmarked for foreign allocation
by the end of June.

Two million doses of the
Pfizer vaccine are now being
shipped to Peru and 1.5mn Mod-
erna doses to Pakistan, the
White House said earlier on
Monday.
AFP

US sending Bangladesh 2.5mn doses: White House

This file photo shows a health worker inoculating a man with a dose of

the AstraZeneca vaccine at a hospital in Dhaka on June 22 (AFP)



dAilY crossWord

LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 and

only one instance of each number

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21
You should push your not-so hidden agenda a little bit more

forcefully than you normally would today. A little extra effort 

will take you a long way right now. This is a prime day for you, 

and you are poised to get exactly what you want as long as you

show the universe that you want it. Visualise your life on this

improved level and soon your vision could come true.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20
Before you plunk down any money on that fabulous new gadget,

car, or meal, double-check your bank account and then double-

check your credit card statements. You might not have as much

money at your disposal as you think, and it is not a good idea to

get any deeper into the hole than you are right now. Take a

break from unnecessary spending for the next few days.

Solution 20-25 words: Excellent, 15-20 words: Very good, 
10-15 words: Good, 5-10 words: Average

You have three minutes to
find all the words 
contained in this word. 

Rules: Words should be at
least four letters long, proper
nouns and duplicates don’t
count

WORD BUILDER

Each game will present you with a matrix filled with letters. 
The objective is to form words by linking adjacent letters - to the 
left, right, on top, bottom, or 
diagonal to each other. 
The Boggles Classic game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words are valued at
one point for each letter in excess of two letters. A three letter word
is worth one point, a four letter word is 
worth two points, and so on. 
Valid words must be at least three letters long. 

DO YOU SUDOKU?

TEST YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE

BOGGLER SUDOKU EASY 
ANSWER

Answers:1. d 2. c 3. d

breAk
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CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22
Inspiration could flood you today. Enjoy having your curiosity

tickled and excited. You're extremely open to new ideas right

now, so why not try a few new things? If you're shopping for a

new outfit, try a look that you wouldn't normally go for. If you're

planning a meal, pick out some exotic ingredients. If you're

searching for a place for a date, skip the standard locales. 

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22
Today, seek a slower pace for your life. It will enable you to have

much more fulfilling face-to-face communications. E-mails are

efficient and convenient, but the best way to get across a

message is still to talk it out in person. Misunderstandings are

easier to clear up when you're looking in someone's eyes as you

explain yourself. A close family member needs your help today.

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22
Sometimes it's tough to know how much information you should

share and how much you should keep to yourself. But other

people's secrets are just that: other people's. Those are definitely

off limits today and every day. If a piece of information of a more

ambiguous classification falls into your lap today, take heed. This

juicy gossip is much more powerful if you share it, so feel free! 

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22
An exciting, vibrant energy is coming into your world today.

Look for new people (or a new side to one of your current

friends) to inject your life with new levels of risk. These folks

have been taking big gambles lately, and they've been paying

off big time. If this success serves as an inspiration to you, start

taking a few risks yourself today and see what happens.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21
Someone will make an innocent suggestion today that may

ruffle your feathers a bit too much, but they don't really mean

to hurt your feelings. They are just trying to help. This extra

sensitivity on the part of your ego is probably due to some 

past harsh criticism from an entirely different source, so try

not to blame someone for the crimes of someone else. 

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER 21
Whatever you do, whether it's running errands, working,

studying, or exercising, try to add some romance. Even if

you're already in a relationship or aren't in the mood to begin a

new one anytime soon, that's no excuse not to enjoy the

charms and beauty of all the people you encounter. Flirting is

harmless, and it always puts a smile on people's faces.

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18
There are many changes happening right now, although you

might not be sure why they're happening. This is a strong period

of growth and understanding in your life. New facts should start

leading you to revise your conclusions about someone's recent

behaviour, and an apology might be in order. Now is the time to

act on what you think you should do, not a time to be paralysed.

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
Distractions abound, so it could be a bit of a struggle to keep

your eye on the ball. The good news is that before the end of the

day you could get a sneak preview of what things will be like

when you have finished this project. You're due for some major

recognition. Are there possible financial rewards as well? Let

your people know that socialising is not in the cards right now.

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20
Despite the fact that you've been running around, all your

projects are humming along nicely, and your relationships are

doing quite well. Spinning plates is your specialty today, when a

few more items will get added to your list. The great part is

you're already in ‘the zone’. A few more projects won't make

much difference to you, but they will make quite an impression.

kids colouring

ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19
Moving forward too far too fast is a dangerous thing, so beware.

You wouldn't want to go so quickly that you miss out on a

remarkable quiet moment. Today, you will have to perform a

delicate balance between pursuing your goals and standing still

long enough to enjoy the fruits of all your labours. Someone needs

you to slow down long enough to give them some attention.

DAILY CROSSWORD 
ANSWERS (JUNE 29)

YOUR DAILY HOROSCOPE

1. What invention caused

many deaths while testing it?

a. Dynamite

b. Ladders

c. Race cars

d. Parachute

2. Who invented gunpowder?

a. G. Ferdinand Von Zeppelin

b. Sir Frank Whittle

c. Roger Bacon

d. Leo H Baekeland

3.  Until Victorian times,

chocolate was thought of as a

drink. When did the first

chocolate bar appear?

a. 1828

b. 1831

c. 1825

d. There is no sure date

ACROSS

1 East Indian sailor

7 Echo

13 Shirley, of

“Goldfinger”

18 Audrey, in “Love in

the Afternoon”

19 Librarian’s request

20 Conjure

21 Start of a Valentine

verse

24 Jewish school

25 ___ mouse

26 Seventh from the

sun

27 Yoko

28 Mall unit

30 Wee bit

31 Weeds wearers

35 Give a buzz

36 Arti or parti ending

37 Secretary

41 Burden

42 Make tea, e.g.

43 Cartoonist

Silverstein

44 Needle case

45 More of verse

51 Explosive inits.

52 Askew

53 Gray and Moran

54 Throw out

55 Heckled

57 Attacking with a

spray

59 Bronzed from the

sun

60 Communications

satellite

62 Most astute

64 Leave high and dry

67 Stamen part

69 Meantime

73 Poe’s middle name

74 ___ Detoo, of “Star

Wars”

75 Take the lead

76 Way preceeder

77 More of verse

82 Brubeck or

Garroway

83 Harem rooms

84 “No sweat!”

85 Gilpin, of “Frasier”

86 Flanders stream

87 1st state

88 Yoga posture

90 Daisy type

92 Admiral’s ser.

93 Actress Verdugo

94 R.R. stop

95 Death: Ger.

98 Twice VI

99 O’Hare, for one

103 End of verse

108 UN agency

109 “The Bald So-

prano”

playwright

110 ___ oneself: be

aloof

111 Aromatic wood

112 International

actress Landi

113 Piaf’s “La Vie ___”

DOWN

1 Varnish substance

2 Like ___ of

sunshine

3 Math ratio

4 Bounders

5 Haphazardly

6 Sticky stuff

7 Shred

8 Building wing

9 “___ Place”

10 Whole

11 Severe

12 Trillion: comb. form

13 Inward: anat.

14 Stratford’s river

15 Bean curd

16 Trappist cheeses

17 Clear, as profit

19 Wee, to Burns

20 1948 Arab-___

War

22 Nobelist ___

Andric

23 Tiny treats for

squirrels

28 Mets arena, 1964–

2008

29 Suburban area

31 Value

32 “Comin’ ___ Wing

and. . .”

33 Powders lightly

34 Chemical suffix

35 Quarry

36 Mutate, evolve,

etc.

37 International

accord

38 Wharton’s Frome

39 Urbane

40 Bounced a check

42 Canaries or chats

43 Black eye, sl.

46 City ESE of Naples

47 Resided

48 12th month

49 Three-wheeler

50 India’s prime

minister, 1964–66

56 Soft-shell clam

57 Praying ___

58 Trump’s “The ___

the Deal”

59 Midmorning hr.

61 Of a foot bone

63 ___-gritty

64 Warbucks, to

Annie

65 Kazan and Lamb

66 Spartacus, notably

68 ___ polloi

70 Actor’s quests

71 Unmoving

72 Radio, television,

etc.

74 Book additions

75 Slugger Sammy

78 Dozes a bit

79 Signify

80 Dad’s mother

81 Resort baths

88 ___ generis: of

another kind

89 Trawler’s nets

90 Pet lovingly

91 Occur

92 Say

93 Praise highly

94 Terse letter-opener

95 Thoroughly cooked

96 Novelist Bagnold

97 Cape near Lisbon

99 Fuss

100 Frankfurt’s river

101 Take back, for

short

102 Makes lace

103 Title at Versailles

104 Lace up

105 CIA forerunner

106 Sony rival

107 Stag’s mate

c

c
h

ik

e

n
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fooD FEATURES

When you visit the fish market or the
fresh fish counter in a supermarket, does
the sight of huge chunks of bloody, red
meat tuna put you off, or do they stir up
the gastronomist in you? Available often
for just about RO1.8/kg, this meaty fish,
caught off Oman's shores, contain a large
amount of myoglobin, a red pigment that
also gives it a savoury, meaty flavour. Rich
in Omega-3 fatty acids which lower the
risk for heart disease and cancer, and
support brain health, tuna is also high in
vitamin B3 (niacin), vitamin B12 which is
necessary to form red blood cells, vitamin
D which supports mineral absorption,
plus magnesium, phosphorus and
potassium – all crucial for building
immunity in the time of the pandemic.
So, if you haven't taken a liking for this
chef's delight yet, may be, it's time to 'go
tuna' this weekend.

Ingredients
500g tuna steak – cut to chunks
1tbsp coconut oil
3 garlic cloves - minced
2 cardamom pods - seeds only
1tbsp minced ginger
10 curry leaves, 1 onion - sliced
2 green chillies – slit
2tsp red chilli powder
½tsp ground fennel seeds
½tsp ground cumin
½tsp ground turmeric
2tbsp tomato paste
1 can (400ml) coconut milk
1 stick of cinnamon
Sea salt, pepper, to taste
Fresh coriander - to garnish

Method
Lightly salt the fish chunks and set aside.

In a large saucepan, warm the coconut
oil over medium heat, add in the garlic,
cardamom, ginger, curry leaves and
chillies, and sauté until fragrant. Add the
onion and cook until softened, then add
the rest of the spices (fennel, cumin,
turmeric and chilli powder). After a
minute, they will become aromatic. At
this point, transfer everything into a food
processor and blend to a coarse paste.
Return the paste back to the pan over a
medium heat, add tomato paste and the
coconut milk, reserving 2tbsp for driz-
zling at the end. Add the cinnamon stick,
salt and pepper to taste, and bring to a
simmer. Add the fish pieces and cook for
about 5 minutes, till they become tender.
Drizzle over the reserved coconut milk,
garnish with chopped coriander leaves,
and serve with steamed rice.

Maldivian Tuna curry

Ingredients
200g tuna steak - steamed
4tbsp oil
1 onion - minced
2 green chillies – minced
1tsp minced ginger
1tsp minced garlic
½tsp red chilli powder
¼tsp turmeric powder
2tsp coriander powder
1tsp garam masala 

1 medium sized potato
1 egg
1 cup breadcrumbs
½ cup all purpose flour
Oil for frying
Salt, to taste

Method
Boil the potato, mash it and keep it ready.
Heat oil in a pan and add chopped onion.
Saute it till it becomes soft, Add ginger, garlic,
and green chillies, and saute for a minute.
Add all spice powders and saute for a minute.
Break up the steamed fish to flakes and add
to the seasoning. Saute for 5-6 minutes, re-
move and cool. Add the mashed potato, mix
well, and form small oval cutlets. Dip each
cutlet in flour, then in beaten egg, and roll in
bread crumbs. Do this with all cutlets and
place in freezer for an hour. When ready to
eat, heat oil for deep frying, and fry the cutlets
straight from the freezer (without thawing)
till golden brown. You may also brush them
with oil and air fry them. Serve piping hot with
tomato ketchup or any favourite dip.

MediTerranean Tuna salad

sPicy Tuna cuTleTs

Ingredients
For the dressing
¼ cup red vinegar 
2tbsp Dijon mustard
1tsp dried oregano
1 clove garlic - minced 
½ cup extra virgin olive oil
3tbsp lemon juice + ½tsp
lemon zest
1tbsp honey
Fine sea salt and pepper, to
taste

For the salad
1 cup orzo pasta - measured
when dry
200g tuna – steamed and
flaked
1 cup roasted and diced red bell
peppers
½ cup chopped olives
2tbsp chopped parsley
1 red onion – chopped
1 cup chopped cucumber
½ cup crumbled feta cheese

Method
To make the dressing, add all the

dressing ingredients to a mason
jar and season (to taste) with fine
sea salt and pepper, to suit taste.
Seal the jar and shake vigorously
to combine. Store in the fridge
while preparing the rest of the
salad.

Then cook the orzo pasta as
per directions, after salting water.
Drain pasta, rinse under cold
water, let cool, and allow to dry.
Transfer to a large bowl and toss
with 2-3tbsp of the dressing.

Meanwhile, prep the rest of the
ingredients - flake the tuna with a
fork and add to the drained pasta.
Add the diced bell peppers, olives,
parsley, onion, and cucumber.
Add all the ingredients to the
bowl with the pasta and tuna. Add
in the feta cheese and toss well.
Drizzle the dressing on the salad
and reserve a little for adding later
on, if needed. Gently toss the
salad and enjoy immediately. 

Note: Dress the salad only 
before serving – this salad does
not store well, once dressed.
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Pan seared Tuna

Ingredients
For the balsamic reduction
6tbsp balsamic vinegar
Juice of 1 lemon
1 clove garlic - halved

For the tuna
500g tuna fillets
1½ kosher salt
1tsp coarsely ground coriander seeds
½tsp chilli flakes
¼tsp cayenne pepper
1½tsp coarsely ground black pepper
2tsp sesame seeds (optional)
2tbsp vegetable oil
Lemon wedges - for garnish

Method
First, make the balsamic reduction - place the balsamic vinegar, lemon
juice, and garlic in a small saucepan over medium-low heat and sim-
mer until the mixture reduces by half. Turn off the heat and reserve.
The reduction will thicken slightly as it cools. Now, slice the tuna into
4 rectangular steaks of equal size. In a small bowl, combine the salt,
coriander, paprika, and cayenne pepper. Lay the tuna steaks out on a
plate and sprinkle the spice mixture evenly on all sides. Evenly coat
the tuna steaks with the freshly ground black pepper (and sesame
seeds, if using it) and gently press it in so that it adheres to the surface.
Place a thick-bottomed frying pan or  cast-iron skillet  over medium-
high heat. Add the oil and swirl to coat the pan. When you see small
wisps of smoke, add the tuna steaks to the pan and sear them for 
about 1 minute per side or until the desired doneness is reached. 
Remove and place them on a cutting board. For presentation, cut each
steak diagonally into 4 to 5 slices and fan on a plate. Serve with a small
amount of sauce drizzled alongside. You may also garnish with  lemon
wedges and onion rings.
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Adawi to be flag-bearer
at Tokyo Olympics
Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman's 22 year old swimmer
Issa al Adawi, who will be 
making his Olympic debut, has
been named the sultanate's
flag-bearer at the Tokyo
Olympics by the Oman Olympic
Committee (OOC) on Tuesday.

The OOC announced the 
sultanate's delegation for the
32nd Olympic Games, which will
be held from July 23-August 8 in
Tokyo, Japan.

As reported earlier by Muscat
Daily, OOC had been handed
three invitation cards for its 
athletes – Adawi, sprinter
Barakat al Harthi and shooter
Hamed al Khatri. However, in a
late and encouraging develop-
ment, the OOC confirmed that a
fourth athlete also received an
invitation card - weightlifter
Amer al Khanjari.

Khanjari will be the second
athlete to make his debut at the
Olympics along with Adawi. Both
Barakat and Khatri had repre-
sented Oman earlier at the
Games. Khanjari will compete in
the 81kg class and will be joined
by his coach Mazen al Badri.

Adawi, who has been training
at the Chukyo University in
Tokyo for the past three years,
will compete in the 100m
freestyle race and will be 
accompanied by his coach
Aiman al Kulaibi. Barakat, an
Asian Games bronze-medallist,
will compete in the 100m race
and will travel with his coach,
Mohammed al Hooti. 

Khatri, who was Oman's 
flag-bearer at the Rio Olympics,
will participate in the 50m rifle
three positions event. Sultan al
Rashidi will be the shooting
coach and will be joined by team
administrator Sulaiman al Hinai. 

The official delegation will be
led by OOC chairman Sayyid

Khalid al Busaidi and will include
OOC secretary general Taha al
Kishry and Oman’s chef-de-mis-
sion Kazim al Balushi.

In a press statement, Busaidi
said, “Our goal remains that our
athletes achieve new records,
and we have great confidence in
our players. We had hoped for a

larger representation. However,
none of our national teams 
qualified for Olympic Games,
which leads us to plan a 
long-term strategy for participa-
tion at the top-most level.” 

Noticeably, this is also the first
time since 2008 Olympics in
Beijing, China, that Oman will not

be sending any female athlete.
Oman's first woman

Olympian was sprinter Buthaina
al Yaqoubi, at the Beijing Games.

Sprinters Shnoona al Habsi
(2012), Mazoon al Alawi (2016)
and shooter Wadha al Balushi
(2016) were the other Omani
women at the Olympics.

Cuiabá, Brazil - Lionel Messi 
celebrated his record 148th inter-
national cap with two goals as
Argentina trounced Bolivia 4-1 to
clinch top spot in Copa America
Group A on Monday.

Messi - who had equalled
Javier Mascherano's Argentinian
caps record of 147 last week -
marked his 148th appearance in
style, setting up the opening goal
before bagging a brace of his
own. The victory at Cuiaba's
Arena Pantanal stadium sees 
Argentina advance to a
quarterfinal on Satur-
day against Ecuador,
the fourth-placed fin-
ishers from Group B.

Bolivia, who had
already been elimi-
nated were outclassed
from the outset by Argentina.

The Argentines almost took
the lead after three minutes, only
for Bolivia goalkeeper Carlos
Lampe to pull off a remarkable
double save from Sergio Aguero
and Angel Correa in quick 
succession. But Argentina did
not have to wait long for the
breakthrough, when Messi's
chipped pass released Papu
Gomez who volleyed past Lampe
to make it 1-0 after six minutes.

Argentina doubled their lead
on 33 minutes when Gomez was
brought down in the area by 
Bolivia's Diego Bejarano. Messi
converted the penalty to put 

Argentina in control. Bolivia got
their first shot on goal shortly 
afterwards, Jeyson Chura's long-
range effort forcing Argentina
goalie Franco Armani into a save.

But Argentina reasserted their
dominance and it was Messi
who made it 3-0, latching on to a
lofted pass from new Barcelona
teammate Aguero and lobbing a
finish over the advancing Lampe.

Bolivia pulled a goal back in
the 60th minute with a cleverly
worked move, Chura's deft back

heel releasing Leonel 
Justiniano down the

right flank who
crossed for Erwin
Saavedra to score.
Argentina responded

swiftly though, substi-
tute Lautaro Martinez

tapping in from close range in the
65th minute just two minutes
after coming on for Aguero.

In Monday's other Group A
game, Uruguay clinched second
place in the table after downing
Paraguay 1-0 in Rio de Janeiro.
Edinson Cavani's first half spot
kick proved decisive for La 
Celeste, sending Uruguay into a
quarterfinal against Colombia on
Saturday.

Paraguay finished third and
will now play Peru on Friday.
Chile, who finished fourth in
Group A, face a daunting task
against hosts Brazil on Friday.
AFP

Weightlifter Khanjari to make his Olympic debut after late inclusion

Our goal remains that our athletes achieve
new records, and we have great confidence
in our players. We had hoped for a larger
representation. However, none of our 
national teams qualified

Taha al Kishry

Messi at the double 
as Argentina win

Issa al Adawi

Hamed al Khatri Amer al Khanjari

Barakat
al Harthi
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London, UK - Raheem Sterling and
Harry Kane fired England into the
Euro 2020 quarterfinals as they
sealed a 2-0 win against Germany
that ended decades of hurt at the
hands of their bitter rivals on 
Tuesday.

Sterling struck with 15 minutes
left in a tense last-16 tie at 
Wembley before Kane clinched
England's first knockout stage 
victory over Germany since 1966.

In the 55 years since England
beat the Germans in the World
Cup final, the Three Lions had 
endured a painful litany of defeats
against Die Mannschaft when the
stakes were highest. 

England were eliminated from
the 1970, 1990 and 2010 World
Cups by Germany, who also beat
them in the Euro 96 semifinals at
Wembley. But Gareth Southgate's
side have finally exorcised the
ghosts of Paul Gascoigne's tears
and their own manager's

penalty miss 25 years ago.
England produced a gritty 

display capped by clinical finishes
from Sterling, who now has three
goals in the tournament, and Kane
- who finally bagged his first of the
competition.

England, yet to concede a goal in
the tournament, head to Rome on
Saturday for a quarterfinal against
the winners of Tuesday's other
last-16 tie between Sweden and
Ukraine. 

Chasing a first major 
international trophy since 1966,
England's side of the draw looks
wide open, with a potential 
semifinal against Denmark or the
Czech Republic unlikely to strike
fear into their hearts.

It was only England's second
knockout stage win in the history of
the European Championship and
their first victory over Germany at
Wembley since 1975.

For Germany manager Joachim

Loew, it was an agonising end to his
reign as he prepares to step down
after the tournament.

Always keen to deflect atten-
tion, Southgate will have relished
his moment of 
redemption, espe-
cially since his 
decision to switch to
a three-man defence
to match up with the
German formation
paid off. With the
vast majority of the
40,000 crowd 
supporting England, the players
walked out to a wall of sound that
included a hostile reception for the
German national anthem.

Knockout blow 
England needed a tone-setting 
moment to ease their visible 
anxiety early on and Sterling 
provided it as he drove forward for

a 25-yard blast that
forced a fine save
from Manuel Neuer.

With Harry
Maguire winning a
series of thunderous
headers and tackles
and Bukayo Saka
probing intelligently
on the right flank,

England gradually took control.
However, Germany almost

snatched the lead as Kai Havertz
played an inch-perfect pass to

Timo Werner inside the England
area.

But Werner endured a dismal
first season in front of goal for
Chelsea and once again he was 
unable to produce a precise finish
as he shot straight at Jordan 
Pickford.

A misplaced pass from Thomas
Mueller sent Sterling scampering
through the Germany defence on
the stroke of half-time.

Yet when the ball ran to Kane,
he was too slow to apply the 
finishing touch as he rounded
Neuer and Mats Hummels' tackle
snuffed out the danger.

Havertz's blistering half-volley
forced a superb tip over from 
Pickford soon after the interval.

It was Saka who made way
when Southgate made his first
change, sending on Jack Grealish in
a game-defining moment. 
Grealish's presence immediately
brought more energy to England

and in the 75th minute they 
finally delivered the knockout blow.

Grealish worked the ball wide to
Luke Shaw and his low cross
reached Sterling, who pounced
with a clinical close-range finish to
send Wembley into ecstasy.

Mueller should have equalised
when Havertz's pass sent him
clean through, but the Bayern 
Munich star rolled his shot wide
and fell to the turf in dismay.

Kane made Mueller pay in the
86th minute as he finished off a
lethal England counter-attack with
a diving header past Neuer from
Grealish's cross.

During the first day of England's
Euro camp at St George's Park,
Southgate showed his squad a 
motivational video featuring some
of the team's greatest victories.

Now they have added their own
chapter to the list of England's
finest moments.
AFP
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The Hague, Netherlands - Dutch
coach Frank de Boer stepped down
on Tuesday after the Netherlands'
dismal Euro 2020 last-16 
elimination by the Czech Republic.

De Boer's decision comes as
speculation mounted over his 
future as manager of the Oranje
following the team's 2-0 loss in 
Budapest on Sunday evening.

"I have decided not to continue
as national coach. The target has
not been achieved, that is clear," de

Boer, 51, said in a statement 
released by the Dutch football 
federation KNVB.

De Boer said when he was 
appointed in 2020 it was an 'hon-
our' but he was also 'aware of the
pressure that would come upon me
from the moment I was appointed'.

"That pressure is only increasing
now, and that is not a healthy 
situation for me, nor for the squad
in the run-up to such an important
game for Dutch football on its 

way to World Cup qualification."
The KNVB said in any case, de

Boer's contract stipulated that the
team should reach at least the
quarterfinals, adding ‘the contract
will not be renewed’.

"It has been decided that both
parties will separate," the KNVB
added, speaking from its 
headquarters in Zeist near the 
central city of Utrecht.

De Boer's short tenure at the
helm of the once mighty Dutch

football team, which won the 
European Championship in 1988
but has struggled in recent years,
also means that he will not be in
charge for the World Cup qualifier
against Norway on September 1.

"Despite Frank's hard work the
team did not reach the quarterfi-
nals. We hoped for a better Euro
and the choice of Frank turned out
differently than we hoped," KNVB
director Nico-Jan Hoogma said.
AFP

Dutch coach de Boer resigns after exit 

Netherlands' coach Frank de Boer during the game against Czech Republic

switzErland vs spain
(8pm, Oman time)

QuartErFinals
Friday

BElgium vs italy
(11pm, Oman time)

England End 
gErmany jinx

England's forward Raheem Sterling (left) celebrates after scoring his team's first goal against Germany at Wembley Stadium in London on Tuesday. Photo right: England striker and captain Harry Kane is ecstatic after scoring on Tuesday (AFP)

Sterling and Kane find target
while Werner and Mueller
miss sitters at Wembley
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Very difficult to move on
from this, says Mbappe 
Bucharest, Romania - Euro
2020 was supposed to be
the next step on Kylian
Mbappe's path to greatness
and France's golden chance
to become world and 
European champions, only
for their campaign to end
with a painful failure in a
penalty shoot-out.

Questions will be asked
in France of why a team
boasting a plethora of 
attacking talent were unable
to beat Hungary and
Switzerland, with coach 
Didier Deschamps' tactics,
Mbappe's lack of goals and
a shaky defence sure to be
under the microscope.

"It's very difficult to move
on from this," Mbappe said
on social media. "There's an
immense sadness after this
elimination."

But France and Mbappe
will have to quickly forget
their defeat and ensure the
mistakes which cost them in
Bucharest are not repeated
at the 2022 World Cup in
Qatar. The pre-tournament
favourites at Euro 2020 can

claim they were still 
unbeaten, barring penalties,
and their World Cup title
defence is just 17 months
away.

Mbappe burst onto the
international scene in Russia
in 2018, scoring four goals
and becoming the first
teenager to net in the World
Cup final since Pele 60
years earlier. But he 
endured a frustrating Euros,
starting with a disallowed
goal and ending with
Switzerland goalkeeper
Yann Sommer's save from

what proved to be France's
last kick. 

"I'm sorry for the penalty.
I wanted to help the team
but I failed," said the 22 year
old. "It will be difficult to find
sleep tonight but unfortu-
nately those are the risks of
this sport that I love so
much."

Despite going four
games without a goal,
Mbappe was a threat
throughout the tournament,
only to be let down by his
finishing, usually so deadly.

A failure to stay onside

denied him a brilliant indi-
vidual goal in the opening 
1-0 group phase win over
Germany, before he missed
two big chances in extra
time against the Swiss.

Still hobbling after pulling
up following a poor left-
footed shot wide, the PSG
star then saw his spot-kick
saved. But Deschamps,
whose contract runs until
the end of the World Cup,
was quick to defend his
young striker. "A lot was 
expected of Kylian," he said.
"Even though he didn't
score, he often played a 
decisive role.

"He took the responsibil-
ity to take the last penalty
and no-one is angry at him.

"In the changing room,
no one was more to blame
than anyone else. Kylian has
taken responsibility, he feels
guilty but he shouldn't."

"If we were less solid, it is
due to many things and
many of them are hard to
put your finger on," 
Deschamps insisted.
AFP

Bucharest, Romania - Switzerland
defeated world champions France
5-4 on penalties in the last-16 of
Euro 2020 on Monday as Kylian
Mbappe missed the decisive spot-
kick in the shootout following a
thrilling 3-3 draw in Bucharest. 

Mario Gavranovic equalised in
the 90th minute as Switzerland
came from two goals down before
Yann Sommer saved Mbappe's
penalty to book Switzerland a
quarterfinal clash against Spain.

"It was an incredible evening. I
am so proud of the team," said
goalkeeper Sommer. "At 3-1 

nobody believed in us anymore,
but before the match we said we'll
fight until the end whatever 
happens." 

Haris Seferovic had given
Vladimir Petkovic's Switzerland a
shock lead on 15 minutes but 
Ricardo Rodriguez's spot-kick was
brilliantly saved by Hugo Lloris
early in the second half.

Karim Benzema, recalled to the
France squad for the tournament
after a five-and-a-half-year 
international exile, then struck a
quick-fire double to put the Euro
2016 finalists back on track.

Paul Pogba's sensational 
curling effort made it 3-1, but
Switzerland forced extra time as
Seferovic grabbed his second of
the game before
Gavranovic levelled
in the final minute.

Switzerland con-
verted all five of
their penalties be-
fore Sommer dived
to his right to turn
away Mbappe's
kick, as the Swiss
won a major tournament knockout
tie for first time in 83 years.

"The two goals came very
quickly after the missed penalty.
For normal players it's almost 
impossible to come back from, but

today we were a
great team and
everyone gave it
everything," said
Petkovic.

Lloris conceded
France paid the
price for failing to
hold on to their 
two-goal lead. "It's

painful, even more so after a
penalty shootout where it 

becomes a lottery," said Lloris.
"The only regret we can have is

that at 3-1 we need to manage the
match better. We've been able to
close it out in the past few years."

"The Swiss got back into it at 
3-2 and the goal in the last minute
of normal time really hurt us," he
added. 

An ailing Benzema was with-
drawn at the start of extra-time for
Olivier Giroud, moments before
Sommer tipped over superbly to
deny Pavard. Pogba released
Mbappe with a piercing pass
through the Swiss defence but the

Paris Saint-Germain (PSG) 
forward sliced wide, with Sommer
flying to his right to grasp Giroud's
header before his penalty heroics,
which came at the expense of the
star of France's World Cup 
triumph in 2018. 

France had not lost a 
competitive match since a quali-
fier against Turkey in June 2019,
but finished on the losing side in
their first shootout since the 2006
World Cup final against Italy.

"We need time to get over this
disappointment," said Lloris.
AFP
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SWITZERLAND VS FRANCE

Mbappe misses penalty as world
champions France knocked out

Switzerland's goalkeeper Yann
Sommer reacts after saving a

shot by France's Kylian
Mbappe in the penalty

shootout at the National Arena
in Bucharest on Monday (AFP)

Kylian Mbappe reacts after missing the final penalty on Monday

CzECH rEpUbLIC vS 
DENmArk

(8pm, Oman time)

QUArTErfINALS
SATUrDAy

ENGLAND vS WINNEr of
SWEDEN/UkrAINE

(11pm, Oman time)

SWISS DELIGHT

(5-4 penalties)
3 3
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Ashok Purohit
Muscat

The International Cricket Council
(ICC) on Tuesday confirmed that
the T20 World Cup 2021 will be
staged in the UAE and Oman 
from October 17-November 14
due to the ongoing COVID-19
situation in India. 

The BCCI will remain the hosts
of the event, which will now be
held in Dubai International 
Stadium, the Sheikh Zayed 
Stadium in Abu Dhabi, the 

Sharjah Stadium, and the Oman
Cricket Academy Ground. As 
reported earlier by Muscat Daily,
the 16-team World Cup will be
co-hosted by the UAE and Oman.

On Tuesday, the ICC 
confirmed that the eight-team
first round (Qualifiers) will be
split across two groups of four
each. The two groups will be split 
between one of the venues in the
UAE and Oman.

The Oman Cricket Academy
Ground in Amerat near Muscat
will be the venue of one group
and it will include hosts Oman.
The other teams in the group are
Papua New Guinea, Sri Lanka
and Ireland. The ICC is expected
to finalise the schedule soon.

The other four teams in the
preliminary round are
Bangladesh, Netherlands, 
Scotland and Namibia.

The top two from each group

will progress to the Super 12s,
joining the top-eight ranked T20I
teams. 

The Super 12s phase will
comprise 30 matches. In the
main round, teams will be split
across two groups of six each,
and will be played at three 
venues in the UAE - Dubai, Abu
Dhabi and Sharjah. This will be
followed by three playoff games
- the two semifinals and the final.

On Tuesday, Oman Cricket
(OC) chief Pankaj Khimji, 
secretary Madhu Jesrani, board
members and chief development
officer Duleep Mendis cut a cer-
emonial cake to celebrate ICC’s
announcement at the OC 
headquarters in Amerat.

Pankaj said, “It is indeed a
great moment for Oman Cricket
to be selected as a venue of the
forthcoming T20 World Cup.We
shall leave no stone unturned to

exceed the requirements of BCCI
and ICC. Oman will certainly ex-
tend a very warm welcome to all
the teams, officials and media in 
October.” 

Later, Pankaj told Muscat Daily
that BCCI and ICC delegations
are expected to make a visit to
Muscat in the coming days and
attempts will be made to 
convince them to award more
first round games to Oman.

In a press statement, Geoff
Allardice, ICC's acting CEO, said
that the global body was 'incred-
ibly disappointed' that the World
Cup would not be staged in India.
"Our priority is to deliver the ICC
Men's T20 World Cup 2021
safely, in full and in its current
window." 

"The decision gives us the 
certainty we need to stage the
event in a country that is a
proven international host of

multi-team events in a bio-se-
cure environment," he added.

The BCCI had already moved
the suspended Indian Premier
League (IPL) to the UAE in 
September-October after the
T20 tournament was halted on
May 4 due to a number of 
players and team officials being
infected with COVID-19.

BCCI chief Sourav Ganguly
said, “The BCCI is looking 
forward to hosting the ICC T20
World Cup 2021 tournament in
UAE and Oman.  We would have
been happier hosting it in India
but considering the uncertainty
due to the COVID-19 situation
and the importance of a world
championship, the BCCI will now
continue to host this tournament
in UAE and Oman. The BCCI is
looking forward to creating a
spectacle.”

@ashokmuscat

London, UK - Roger Federer 
survived a huge scare to reach
the Wimbledon second round on
Tuesday when French opponent
Adrian Mannarino was forced to
retire injured at the start of the
fifth set.

Eight-time champion Federer
was level at 6-4, 6-7 (3/7), 3-6,
6-2 when Mannarino called it
quits after just one point in the
decider. The Frenchman, cele-
brating his 33rd birthday, suffered
a bad fall in the seventh game of
the fourth set. Despite taking
treatment from the trainer, he
was hardly able to move and gri-
macing in pain had to retire.

Just five weeks shy of his 40th

birthday, Federer faces either
Richard Gasquet or Yuichi Sugita
for a place in the last-32.

Earlier, Australia's Ashleigh
Barty overcame a mid-match
wobble to reach the second
round as rain once again halted
play on the outside courts on
Tuesday. Barty came through 
6-1, 6-7 (1/7), 6-1 against Carla
Suarez Navarro in a match filled
with emotion on Centre Court,
whose roof ensured the match

could be finished.
However, 18 first round

matches were pushed back to
Wednesday with men's doubles
matches cut to best-of-three
sets in the first two rounds.

Barty's Spanish opponent
made sure her 11th and final ap-
pearance at The Championships
went the distance just months
after returning from a winning
fight against cancer.  

Barty is bidding to add the
senior singles Wimbledon title to
her 2011 junior crown on the 50th

anniversary of her fellow indige-
nous Australian's Evonne
Goolagong Cawley's first title.

Venus Williams had some
worrying moments in her match
against Mihaela Buzarnescu of
Romania. However, the five-time
Wimbledon singles champion,

playing in her 90th Grand Slam,
eventually came through

7-5, 4-6, 6-3.
Australian men's

No 1 Alex de Minaur
lost in four sets to
Sebastian Korda, two

days after the victor's
sister Nelly won her first

golf major. Korda hit ten aces
and 44 winners to defeat De
Minaur 6-3, 6-4, 6-7 (5/7), 7-6
(7/5). France's Benoit Paire did
not escape the ire of the match
umpire in his 6-3, 6-4, 
6-0 defeat by Diego Schwartz-
man. He received a warning from
the umpire for not trying as two
sets down overnight he lost the
third 6-0 in just 15 minutes. 
AFP

Oman Cricket (OC) chairman Pankaj Khimji (2L) and board members at the OC headquarters on Tuesday to celebrate ICC’s confirmation of Oman being named T20 World Cup co-hosts with the UAE

T20 World Cup To 
begin on oCT 17

Ashok Purohit
Muscat

Marwan bin Juma al Juma is
all set to be the new Oman
Hockey Association (OHA)
chairman after he was the
only candidate left in fray for
the post of chairman as 
nominations closed for the
forthcoming OHA elections
(2021-2024) on Tuesday.

Juma, the chairman of
Ahli-Sidab club, will succeed
Talib al Wahaibi, who was the
helm for the past five years.

Wahaibi's tenure was
marked by spotlight on Oman
hockey across Asia and world
with Oman hosting the Asian
Champions Trophy (2018),
the Asian Hockey Federation
Congress (2017) and the 
recent successful bid of the
inaugural FIH Hockey5s
World Cup in January 2024.

Incidentally, Wahaibi was
also the nominee of Ahl-Sidab
Club when he was elected as
OHA chairman in 2016. Both
Wahaibi and Juma are repre-
sentatives of Ahli-Sidab, a
club which boast of a glorious

history in hockey. The club are
current holders of the coveted
HM's Cup title and have won
a record 12 times in the tour-
nament's 50-year history.

Congratulatory messages
poured in for Juma on the 
social media on Tuesday after
it emerged that he was the
only candidate left in fray for
the OHA chairmanship.

The elections are sched-
uled to be held on August 10.
Among the first to congratu-
late Juma were Oman
Olympic Committee (OOC)
chairman Sayyid Khalid bin
Hamad al Busaidi and OOC
board member Saada al 
Ismaili. A large section of
hockey fraternity have 
welcomed his victory.

On Tuesday, the OHA 
released the final list of candi-
dates following the closing of
nominations. There are three
in fray for vice-president post,
three for secretary, two for
treasurer post, three women
for a woman board member
post and five in race for four
seats of board membership.

@ashokmuscat

Juma all set to be
new OHA chief

Federer survives huge scare

Roger Federer (L) talks to Adrian Mannarino after the latter slipped on

the grass during their match. Mannarino later withdrew due to injury

Cavendish wins
first Tour stage
in five years
Fougères, France - Mark
Cavendish broke down and wept
after sprinting to his first Tour de
France stage victory in five years
on Tuesday, taking his tally of
wins to 31 on the world's greatest
bike race. Deceuninck’s
Cavendish looked good early on
in the fourth stage when he won
the intermediate sprint, his 
maximum 70-point gain on the
day handing him the green jersey
awarded to sprint points leader.

Shortly after the start of the
150km flat run from Redon to
Fougeres the entire peloton
came to a stop for a brief period,
before setting off again, to
protest road safety after a series
of falls the day before.
AFP

A file photo of Marwan Juma (left) and Talib al Wahaibi

ICC confirms
the event will
be staged in
the UAE and
Oman

Mark Cavendish 


