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MONDAY

HM RECEIVES THANKS CABLE FROM KSAHM RECEIVES THANKS CABLE 
FROM EMPEROR OF JAPAN

SA
MUSCAT:  His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tarik has 
received a cable of thanks from the Custodian of the 
Two Holy Mosques King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud 
of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) in reply to His 
Majesty’s condolences cable on the death of Princess 
Lolwah bint Fahd bin Abdulaziz Al Saud. In the cable, 
King Salman expressed his sincere appreciation for 
His Majesty’s heartfelt sentiments and prayers. 
He also prayed for Allah the Almighty to rest 
the deceased’s soul in peace in paradise and to 
protect His Majesty against all harm.-ONA

MUSCAT:  His Majesty Sultan 
Haitham bin Tarik has received a cable 
of thanks from Emperor Naruhito of Japan 
in reply to His Majesty’s greetings cable on 
the occasion of his Birthday Anniversary. In 
the cable, Emperor Naruhito expressed his 
sincere appreciation for His Majesty’s heartfelt 
sentiments, wishing His Majesty good health 
and happiness. He also wished the Omani people 
further progress and growth. -ONA

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Children should be 
taught how to identify and stand 
up to cyberbullies by both par-
ents and teachers, say mental 
health professionals and tech 

experts in Oman.
Their advice comes in the wake 

of instructions to parents on how 
they can help their child recog-
nise and avoid blackmailers on-
line, by the Gulf Health Council 
(GHC), a body of the Gulf Coop-
eration Council (GCC) that deals 
with spreading awareness about 
physical and mental health.

Oman is one of the six mem-
bers of the GCC. The other fi ve 
are the United Arab Emirates, 
Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Bahrain 
and Kuwait.

How to fi nd out if your child 
is being blackmailed
“If you wish to fi nd out wheth-
er your child is being black-
mailed, sit and talk to them in a 
nice manner,” advised the Gulf 

Health Council (GHC). “Lis-
ten to them intently and review 
what has happened to them so 
that they do not repeat their ac-
tions in future.

“Do not get nervous and try to 
not make the child feel guilty…do 
not threaten them either,” added 
the body. “Report the incident of 
blackmail to the cybercrime unit 
in your country and make a note 
of the platform that was used to 
blackmail the child.”

In this context, Dr Nuhaila 
Al Rawahi, an educational psy-
chologist in Oman, said that with 
technology now an ever-present 
and growing part of children’s 
lives, parents need to understand 
the risks of exposing them to too 
much technology too soon.

“Parents need to keep (them-

selves) abreast of preventative 
and protective strategies,” she 
said. “Cyber safety should be 
taught in schools to children, 
as cyber bullying and blackmail 
can jeopardise a young person’s 
mental health and well-being 
and have negative consequences 
on their learning and behav-
iours. Adults need to be obser-
vant of changes in temperament 
and behaviour of children as this 
is usually a sign that something 
is wrong.”

Anuya Phule, a clinical psy-
chotherapist at Hatat Polyclinic, 
said a child exposed to black-
mail could suff er from a range of 
problems, including post-trau-
matic stress, anxiety, depres-
sion, insomnia and even suicidal 
thoughts. >A3

Parents must teach 

their children 

about the risks of 

using technology 

excessively

Non-oil exports to India jumped 172%: Qais Al Yousef

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Non-oil exports from 
Oman to India increased by an 
impressive 172 percent between 
2020 and 2021, said Qais Al 
Yousef, the country’s Minister of 
Commerce, Industry and Invest-
ment Promotion.

Speaking ahead of a planned 
trip to New Delhi to take part in the 
10th Oman–India Joint Commis-
sion Meeting, an annual gathering 
that takes place to develop trade 
and investment links between the 
two countries, the minister said, 
“Non-oil exports to India, a key 

priority of the Omani government 
and business community, reached 
$1.2 billion in 2021, a jump of 172 
percent over 2020, while imports 
from India hit $2 billion, a 94 per-
cent increase over 2020.”

The offi  cial programme of 
high-level meetings and events 
will commence with Minister Al 
Yousef addressing an Oman–In-
dia B2B networking session on 11 
May at the Leela Palace Hotel in 
New Delhi. Accompanying the del-
egation are senior representatives 
from Oman Investment Authority, 
Public Authority for Special Eco-
nomic Zones & Free Zones and 

Oman Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry as well as Omani com-
panies from the construction, 
manufacturing, retail, automotive, 
renewable energy, pharmaceutical 
and tourism sectors. 

Ahead of his departure, he em-
phasised the importance of trade 
and investment missions such as 
this in promoting Oman’s world-
class goods and services in global 
markets as well as the investment 
opportunities open to foreign in-
vestors in Oman. He continued: 
“On this visit we look forward, in 
particular, to sharing the potential 
of pro-business and investment 

environment in Oman under the 
guidance of His Majesty Sultan 
Haitham bin Tarik and the pos-
sibilities that have already opened 
up in the Sultanate as a result of 
Oman Vision 2040, our framework 
for development and growth.” Not-
ing that this year marks India’s 
75 years of independence, during 
which the country has become a 
global business leader and a $3 tril-
lion plus economy, the minister ex-
pressed his delight at visiting New 
Delhi to congratulate the Indian 
people in person and to engage 
with government and business 
captains on growing trade ties. >A2

B I L A T E R A L  T R A D E

OMAN
Diana Awards 
launched in Oman 

1
The Diana Awards for 
innovation, humanity and 
mental health that seeks to 

honour young people who work 
to improve the lives of others has 
been introduced for the fi rst time 
in the Sultanate of Oman. >A3

MARKET
Commercial logistics 
pact signed for Sezad

3
In pursuance of the close 
strategic bilateral relations 
and strong historical 

ties of friendship between the 
Oman and India, a commercial 
agreement was signed at the Port 
of Duqm Company headquarters 
in Duqm. >B1

WORLD
Nepali scales Mt 
Everest for 26th time

2
Kami Rita, an experienced 
Nepalese Sherpa guide, 
has broken his own 

record for the most climbs of 
Mount Everest, reaching the 
8,849-metre-high summit on 
Saturday before returning safely 
to lower camps.  >A7

T O P  T H R E E  I N S I D E  S T O R I E S
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HM condoles 
President 
of Cuba

HM receives 
thanks cable

HM receives 
thanks cable

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan 
Haitham bin Tarik has sent a 
cable of condolences to Presi-
dent Miguel Díaz-Canel of the 
Republic of Cuba on the death of 
victims of the explosion at a ho-
tel in Havana, the capital city of 
Cuba. In the cable, His Majesty 
the Sultan expressed his heart-
felt sympathies to President 
Miguel Díaz-Canel, families 
of the deceased and the people 
of Cuba, wishing the injured a 
speedy recovery. — ONA

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan 
Haitham bin Tarik has received 
a cable of thanks from President 
Katalin Novák of the Republic 
of Hungary in reply to His Maj-
esty’s congratulations cable on 
the occasion of being elected as 
her country’s president.

In the cable, President Novák 
expressed her sincere apprecia-
tion for His Majesty’s heartfelt 
sentiments and best wishes. 
She also affi  rmed her keenness 
in developing the relations that 
serve the mutual interests of the 
two countries. — ONA

C A B L E

Z A M B I A

H U N G A R Y

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan 
Haitham bin Tarik has received 
a cable of thanks from President 
Hakainde Hichilema of the Re-
public of Zambia in reply to His 
Majesty’s condolences cable on 
the death of the former Zambian 
president, Rupiah Banda.

In the cable, President Hi-
chilema expressed his sincere 
appreciation for His Majesty’s 
heartfelt sympathies, wishing 
His Majesty continuous good 
health. He also wished the Om-
ani people further development 
and growth. — ONA

Qais Al Yousef, Oman’s Minister 

of Commerce, Industry and 

Investment Promotion

Over 35,000 Omanis went 

abroad for the Eid holidays
SALEH AL-SHAIBANY

MUSCAT: Over 35,000 Omanis 
and their families spent their Eid 
holidays abroad taking advantage 
of a nine-day break, according to 
the statistics at Muscat Airport 
and the boarder crossing.

The most popular destinations 
were the United Arab Emirates, 
Turkey, Thailand, Tanzania, the 
United Kingdom and India. It 
was also a huge boost for the two 
Oman’s national airlines, Oman 
Air and Salam Air, with fl ights 
near full capacity during the holi-
day period. The border crossing 
was also extremely busy with hol-

iday makers driving to the neigh-
bouring Dubai and Abu Dhabi.

“It was a good break for my 
family and I in Tanzania. Not of-
ten we have nine days off  for the 
Eid holiday. We took advantage 
of it. We came back on the week-
end feeling fresh and thankful we 
could aff ord a break,” Ali Al-Mah-
rooki, who works as a civil engi-
neer at the Ministry of Defence, 
told Times of Oman. But the sec-
ond reason of the Eid holiday de-
mand was fuelled by the lull of the 
pandemic when many countries 
imposed travel restrictions for 
the fear of the coronavirus spread.

“I did not travel since 2020. It 

has been two years and with the 
coronavirus restrictions lifted by 
many countries, we had a lot of 
choice of destinations. We chose 
to spend our Eid holidays in Istan-
bul since there are no restrictions 
there now,” Ibrahim Al-Jawhari, a 
53-year old Omani engineer, told 
Times of Oman. Those who drove 
to Dubai had to endure a long traf-
fi c queue at the border but they say 
the delay was worth it. “There was 
a long line at the border-crossing 
with cars queuing up but we did 
not mind at all. It took us an hours 
to go through but after that it was 
very smooth,” said Salah Al-Jabri, 
a Ministry of Manpower offi  cer.

T R A V E L
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OMAN
Dhuhr ........................................... 12:08pm

Asr .....................................................3:32pm

Maghrib ........................................6:43pm

Isha...................................................8:00pm 

Fajr (Tomorrow) .................... 4:05am

SHOP 
NOW
rafeeq.om

ROHM to present four 
performances in May

MUSCAT: The Royal Opera 
House Muscat (ROHM) closes 
its season this month with four 
signifi cant productions demon-
strating the notable strengths 
of the opera house to enhance 
global collaboration and cultural 
enrichment across nations and 
generations.

May opens with a concert of 
musical excellence featuring the 
young virtuoso pianist, Alexan-
der Malofeev, playing alongside 
the celebrated Tatarstan National 
Symphony Orchestra, conducted 
by Alexander Sladkovsky. The con-
cert presents a programme of the 
classical composers: Liszt, Rach-
maninoff  and Borodin, to be staged 
on 12 May.

During the same weekend on 
14 May, the opera house presents 
the resounding annual Pipe Organ 
Concert. Each year this concert 
gives centre stage to the most mag-
nifi cent instrument in the world, 
the majestic pipe organ.

Traditionally, the concert is 
presented with the fi nest organists 
of the world playing classical pipe 
organ music swelling the audito-
rium with incredible sound.

This year the opera house pre-
sents a crowning concert: with 
participation from the Münchner 
Knabenchor, a German boys’ choir 
renowned for excellence through-

out the world; Hansjörg Albrecht, 
conductor, composer, and world-
famous organist; Rashid Salim 
Al Rashidy, Oman’s celebrated 
organist; and, the Royal Oman 
Symphony Orchestra, conducted 
by Alessandro Cadario.

The programme includes a 
world premiere of the piece, The 
Dreaming Lion, composed by Mar-
cus Tutino, written for Oman and 
for the pipe organ at the Royal Op-
era House Muscat. In the 10th an-
niversary season of ROHM, this is 
a landmark concert.

Following on from a concert of-
fering a genre based in European 
heritage, the opera house wel-
comes Melhem Zain, whose reper-
toire is deeply rooted in the herit-
age of Arab music.

He is an acclaimed singer 
with a voice that has been de-
scribed as dazzling and ‘moun-
tainous’. He sings in a style in-
spired by the great Arab artists 
Wadih El Safi, Mohammed Ab-
del Wahab and Nazem Al Ghaz-
ali. Enjoy a concert celebrating 
classics of the Arabic music 
world on 19 and 20 May.

Finishing the month and the 
season with a family show on 
26-27 May which draws popu-
lar sports and elite competition 
into performing arts, don’t miss 
the show Play, presented by the 
Kataklo Athletic Dance Theatre. 
Ethereal, athletic, and balletic, 
Play is a mesmerising show cap-
turing the talent, emotion and 

tension of elite sport while also 
acknowledging the beauty and 
heritage of athletic endeavours.

All performances will take 
place under the guidelines issued 
by the COVID-19 Supreme Com-
mittee. Safety measures are in 
place throughout the opera house 
to ensure everyone’s comfort and 
safety. — ONA
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Indian conservationist to visit Oman as part of global eff ort to save soil

Times News Service

MUSCAT: An Indian conserva-
tionist will visit Oman in May as 
part of the Save Soil initiative, a 
global movement that aims to con-
serve soil and preserve it for future 
generations.  

As part of the campaign, Sad-
hguru Jaggi Vasudev set off  on a 
30,000 km solo motorbike journey 
from the United Kingdom to In-
dia on 21 March, visiting dozens 
of countries on the way, to raise 
awareness and participation in 
soil protection eff orts.

“The Embassy of India is happy 
to confi rm that internationally 
known Sadhguru Jaggi Vasudev 
will be visiting Oman on 25-26 May 
2022 to raise awareness about the 
Save Soil initiative,” said a state-
ment from the Indian embassy in 
Muscat.

His visit to Muscat is part of 
a broader trip across the Middle 
East, also featuring stops planned 
in several cities, including Am-
man, Riyadh, Manama and Dubai.

“Without reversing soil degra-
dation, there is simply no way to 

reconcile the rapid decline in food 
production with the exponential 
growth in population size,” Sadh-
guru said adding “this is our great-
est generational prerogative and 
most valuable legacy.”

His round-the-world trip is 
part of the Save Soil movement 
led by conservation organisation, 
Conscious Planet, with the ambi-
tious aim of securing the support 
of more than 3.5 billion people to 
ensure talks around ecology and 
focus on soil conservation. The 
64-year-old motorbike enthusiast 
and yogi, who counts Jane Goodall, 
Deepak Chopra and will.i.am 
among his supporters, is being 
joined by celebrities, including 
the Colombian singer-songwriter 
Maluma, England rugby player 
Jonny Wilkinson and German 
footballer Michael Ballack at pub-
lic events in cities, including Am-
sterdam, Berlin and Geneva.

In the run-up to the trip, he has 
been interviewed on radio and TV 
programmes, including The Daily 
Show in the US with Trevor Noah, 
ITV’s This Morning and Chris Ev-
ans’ radio breakfast show.

“We’re using both motorcy-
cles and music to connect with 
people so that 3.5 billion citi-
zens understand that we must 
address this problem right now 
in order to make a significant 
turnaround within the next 10 to 
15 years,” he said.

So far, 14 countries, including 
Barbados, Guyana and Domini-
ca, have signed a memorandum 
of understanding to work col-
laboratively to secure soil health 

globally. He hopes that more of 
the UN’s 193 member-states will 
come on board.

Extent of soil degradation
According to the World Bank, soil 
degradation aff ects more than 50 
percent of agricultural land. The 
ramifi cations of soil degradation 
could have lasting negative eff ects.

“The loss of potential and exist-
ing agricultural land to droughts, 
fl oods and land degradation af-

fects vast swathes of the world’s 
poor, many of whom depend on 
agriculture for their livelihood and 
nourishment. Restoring land and 
soil helps keep land degradation 
in check,” said the World Bank’s 
Paola Agostini, a lead natural re-
sources management specialist for 
Europe and Central Asia and Mah-
yar Eshragh Tabary, a statistical 
offi  cer, in a report from the World 
Bank, focused on the UN Sustain-
able Development goals.

Even as early as 2016, soil deg-
radation aff ected 52 percent of 
agricultural areas and arable land 
was being lost at 30 to 35 times 
its historical rate. Furthermore, 
the authors noted that drought 
and desertifi cation led to losses of 
12 million hectares, on which 20 
million tonnes of grain could have 
been grown.

Scientifi cally speaking, if or-
ganic content in soil is more than 
three to six percent, that soil is 
considered healthy and whatever 
we plant in it will grow well. As the 
organic content in soil decreases, 
it becomes degraded soil which is 
not conducive to farming. Adding 

organic content to even dry soil 
will improve its health and enable 
life to thrive.

This is not the fi rst time Sadhgu-
ru Jaggi Vasudev has attempted to 
secure large-scale support for eco-
logical eff orts: His Rally for Rivers 
initiative in 2017 found support 
from an amazing 162 million peo-
ple around the world. It was also 
included as part of the UN Climate 
Action Compendium of Nature-
based Solutions…a testament to its 
scientifi c soundness.

Concern for soil conservation 
was also echoed by Executive Sec-
retary Ibrahim Thiaw of the UN 
Convention to Combat Desertifi -
cation, on World Soil Day 2020.

“Every fi ve seconds, the equiva-
lent of one soccer fi eld of soil is 
eroded,” he said in a statement. “It 
can take up to a thousand years to 
produce just two to three centim-
eters of soil. Over 33 percent of 
Earth’s soils are already degraded 
and 90 per cent could become de-
graded by 2050. Currently, one 
fi fth of the global population lives 
and works on degraded agricul-
tural land.” 
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Oman-India trade  

to grow further 

He continued: “Holding this Joint 
Commission Meeting at this time 
presents a real opportunity to 
support and strengthen the long-
standing trade partnerships that 
connect us – helping both sides 
fully embrace the opportunities 
on off er. I fully expect to see fur-
ther growth in Oman-India trade 
as both countries emerge from 
the COVID-19 pandemic.”

From an investment perspec-
tive, Al Yousef commented: 
“India is already a large inward 
investor in Oman, but there are 
signifi cant opportunities to in-
crease this even further. In fact, 
there are great complementari-
ties between India’s needs and 
Oman’s off er, particularly in lo-
gistics, mining, tourism, manu-
facturing and renewables. These 
are all areas ripe for Oman-India 
collaboration.”

Like many economies around 
the world, India was also impact-
ed by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
but now looks set to be one of the 
best emerging market recovery 

stories of 2022 with the Federa-
tion of Indian Chambers of Com-
merce & Industry predicting 
GDP growth at 7.4 percent for the 
fi nancial year 2022-23.

Oman’s growth trajectory
The Omani economy is also on 
an optimistic growth trajectory 
with S&P Global revising the 
Sultanate’s rating in April to BB- 
with a stable outlook, the fi rst 
upgrade since 2015. The IMF 
World Economic Outlook Report 
projects 5.6 percent GDP growth 
for Oman in 2022, making it the 
third fastest growing economy in 
the GCC.

“The benefi ts of improved 
Oman-India trade and invest-
ment relations cannot be de-
nied, bringing with it increased 
people-to-people ties, innova-
tion, entrepreneurship, job crea-
tion and greater prosperity for 
both countries. We look forward 
to more of Oman in India and 
more of India in the Sultanate of 
Oman,” concluded Al Yousef.

T R A D E  P A R T N E R S H I P S
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Hajj e-registrations to 

open from Monday

MUSCAT: The Ministry of En-
dowments and Religious Af-
fairs has announced that the 
e-registration of citizens and 
residents for Hajj 1443 AH will 
open from May 9 to May 14, 
2022. Registration can be made 
through the electronic system 
(www.hajj.om).

The ministry added that the 
registration can be through the 
ID number or ID card or mobile 
number.

As for the conditions and 
controls for Hajj registration 
through the electronic system, 
the ministry added that the ap-
plicant must be at least 18 years 

old and under 65 years old.
The ministry pointed out that 

the applicant must meet the con-
ditions and controls of the tar-
get group for Hajj, and who has 
completed taking the doses of 
approved vaccines for coronavi-
rus (Covid-19), with a certifi cate 
endorsed by the health authori-
ties in the Sultanate of Oman, and 
submitting a negative PCR result 
taken within (72) hours prior to 
travel time to Saudi Arabia.

The quota of the Sultanate of 
Oman in 2022 is 6,338 pilgrims, 
reducing the number by 45 per-
cent due to the repercussions of 
the Covid-19 pandemic. — ONA

T H R O U G H  T H E  E L E C T R O N I C  S Y S T E M
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Download the app

Keep an eye on children 
when they are online

“If the child shows distress or a 
change in behaviour and spends 
a lot of time in his room, it is okay 
for parents to check their online 
activity,” she explained. “Estab-
lish ground rules at home so that 
you can stay connected with your 
child even when they are online. 
Keep the doors to their room open 
so that you have an idea of what’s 
going on inside. Encourage them 
to share what they do online.”

Through which platforms 
can children face 
electronic blackmail?
The Gulf Health Council noted 
that electronic blackmailers 
may be lurking in many parts of 
the cyber world, reaching out to 
unsuspecting children through 
video games and social media 
platforms.

Blackmail may also take many 
forms: Emotional blackmail, 
coercing the child to share com-
promising photos and videos of 
them or their family, forcing them 
to perform unethical tasks or at-
tempting to extract personal in-
formation from him.

Blackmailers use these in-
criminating materials as currency 
against the child, and exploit them 
by manipulating their feelings, 
controlling them, extorting mate-

rial goods from them or forcing 
them to cough up money for not 
exposing them publicly. The GHC 
added that while children might 
be targeted online, the blackmail-
ers themselves may not be over the 
age of 18.

“It is easier, faster and more 
convenient for blackmailers to 
disguise their true intentions 
as off ers put up in games and on 
social platforms,” said Tariq Al 
Barwani, founder of Knowledge 
Oman, a tech education and re-
search company. “You can pose as 
anyone and claim to be from any-
where, so long as you are connect-
ed to the web. These days, there 
are a plethora of tech applications 
available to both blackmailers 
and victims.”

“We had a seminar conducted 
pre-COVID-19, on cyberbullying, 
which was a great success, as we saw 
attendance from teaching faculty, 
government and law enforcement 
offi  cials,” he added. “We aim to have 
another awareness event in 2022.”

How to protect your child 
from blackmail
Parents would do well to check 
up on their children’s activities 
and look up the age ratings of the 
games they play, explained the 
GHC. Parental control features 

on devices used by children are 
also highly recommended, as is 
educating them about the devices 
they handle. It is also advised to 
limit the amount of time children 
spend online, but parents must 
explain to them that these caps 
are being set for their own good.

Children must not share 
personal photos or videos
Children must not share personal 
photos or videos, and those of an 
indecent nature, irrespective of 
whom they are communicating 
with. Furthermore, no sensitive 
data of people at home is to be re-
vealed online.

“As part of their education and 
awareness sessions, schools need 
to ensure they defi ne what the 
important terms mean, and also 
what they do not mean,” added 
Dr Nuhaila Al Rawahi, the edu-
cational psychologist. “Children 
need explicit examples of how 
to respond to situations and also 
how to avoid such situations.

“The use of interactive meth-
ods such as role play can be a very 
eff ective way to ensure that they 
don’t only know what to do, but 
how to do,” she said. “These cam-
paigns can also be extended to 
parents as they play an important 
role in their child’s safety.”

C H I L D  P R O T E C T I O N
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Humanity and 
mental health 
awards launched

MADIHA ASIF
madiha@timesofoman.com

MUSCAT: The Diana Awards for 
innovation, humanity and mental 
health that honours young people 
who work to improve the lives of 
others has been introduced for the 
fi rst time in the Sultanate of Oman.

Held at the National Museum 
in Muscat yesterday in the pres-
ence of Her Highness Sayyida 
Basma Al Said, an advocate of 
mental health, clinical counsellor 
and founder of Not Alone Cam-
paign for mental health, the event 
aimed to provide Omani youth 
with the opportunity to learn 

about the Diana Awards besides 
meeting the two keynote speakers 
- Tessy Ojo, CEO of Diana Award 
Charity and Dr. Yvonne Thomp-
son, founder and President of 
WinTrade Global Women and 
Author of 7 Traits of Highly Suc-
cessful Women on Boards.

“Today [Sunday] we had the 
introduction of the Diana Awards 
and it is basically for humanity 
and that is what is very important 
about it. Also, we are very fortu-
nate to be one of the fi rst countries 
to introduce the Diana Awards, 
so, I am very happy and I feel very 
blessed today,” said Al Said while 
talking to Times of Oman.

It may be noted that this award 
was named after Diana, the Prin-
cess of Wales, in 1999 by a board 
chair member Gordon Brown 
who dedicated it to the youth be-
tween 9 and 25 years old.

On the importance of such pres-
tigious awards coming to Oman, Al 
Said said: “It is very important for 
every youth all around the world 
and I think it will empower them 
to work more for humanity, think 
about giving back to the society as 
well as bringing back kindness and 
all those things that we were taught 

about as children, but somehow 
lost them in the journey.”

“Also, this will provide the 
youth a platform to focus on their 
mental health which is a very big 
thing for me.” The day also saw 
the re-launching of the Not Alone 
campaign logo that was fi rst 
launched eight years ago.

“We are re-launching the Not 
Alone logo that has been running 
for eight years in Oman. We al-
ways try to be innovative and to 
bring something new, and as I said 
earlier that when you dare to be 
diff erent, it is more challenging, 
but it is always a joy. I hope that 
mental health can be introduced 
in a diff erent and more inspiring 
way,” Al Said said.

Running for eight years in the 
country, the campaign’s aim is to 
educate the public on the impor-
tance of mental health and the 
available resources that are of-
fered to help those in need support.

“This year the team will be 
working with Oman Post to 
launch the fi rst-ever post card in 
the Arab world, previously done 
only in the USA, UK and Canada, 
that will highlight mental health 
awareness,” she added.

The Sultanate of 

Oman is one of the 

fi rst countries to 

introduce the

Diana Awards

TOGETHER FOR A GOOD CAUSE: The event was held at the National Museum in Muscat in the 

presence of Her Highness Sayyida Basma Al Said, an advocate of mental health, clinical counsellor 

and founder of Not Alone Campaign for mental health.
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Times News Service

MUSCAT: Locals and expatri-
ates in Oman celebrated Eid Al 
Fitr with plenty of zeal and verve, 
after being unable to do so, owing 
to measures relating to the COV-
ID-19 pandemic.

People fl ocked to public parks 
and beaches to while away the 
hours during the nine-day Eid 
holidays with their family and 
friends, while worshippers con-
gregated at mosques, fi lled with 
fervour and devotion to perform 
their daily prayers.

After unfortunately being sus-
pended for two years, Eid habta 
souqs were also back, and proved 
a treat to both adults and children 
alike, who took the opportunity to 

celebrate with glee alongside rela-
tives, neighbours and friends.

During the Eid holidays, it 
was not uncommon to see people 
spend the entire day outdoors to 
fi nd release from the hustle and 
bustle of daily life. Whether it 
was fl ocking in the waves, going 
for a picnic on the fresh-cut green 
grass in a garden, or chartering a 
boat and following the paths left 
by dolphins leaping off  the coast 
of Oman, many turned to nature 
to recharge, refresh and rejuve-
nate them before they returned to 
daily lives.

While some took trips abroad, 
others chose to travel within 
Oman: Salalah and Masirah Is-
lands, where temperatures are 
cooler than what it is in the capital 

and northern regions of the coun-
try, were the fi rst choice.

“It is a tradition of ours to go 
to Salalah every year – normally, 
we do so during the Khareef, but 
this time, we decided to advance 
our trip,” said Ali, a Jordanian na-
tional. “The temperatures are not 
as cool as they are during the Kha-
reef proper, but it was still nice to 
explore a place that is familiar to 
us and, after a gap of two years.”

Mohammed, a Pakistani na-
tional who went to Khasab in the 
northern region of Musandam, 
added: “We rented a four wheel 
drive and explored the moun-
tains of the region. Going there 
and seeing the stark contrasts of 
nature really showed us the amaz-
ing natural beauty of this country. 

It was amazing to go out to sea in 
a boat, away from the hubbub of 
daily life.”

Parks and beaches were packed 
with people during the Eid holi-
days, with many families choos-
ing to bond with their friends and 
relatives over a relaxing picnic in 
many of Oman’s public gardens.

Sreejith, an Indian expatriate, 
said: “We are planning to travel 
in the summer anyway, so we de-
cided to make the most of our time 
at home this Eid holiday. We made 
it a point, however, to explore a 
diff erent part of Muscat every day 
and meet up with our friends. It 
was really good to catch up with 
friends after so long, when we met 
at Qurum Park for a picnic. The 
time just fl ew by!”

AFTER TWO YEARS  OF 
PANDEMIC, SPIRIT OF EID 
RETURNS IN FULL SWING

Visitors explore the 

waters of Wadi Shab

Trekking through the 

dunes of Oman is a joy 

on any given day

We love Oman: 

Two young girls 

show us just how 

much they love 

the country

A boy practices 

archery at Atana 

Stay Al Ashkara

The Muttrah Corniche 

was crowded throughout 

the nine-day Eid break

Wadi Shab’s natural 

beauty attracted people 

from all over Oman
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Ornamental plants donated 
to Central Plant Nursery
Times News Service 

MUSCAT: Ambassador of Sri 
Lanka to the Sultanate of Oman, 
Ameer Ajwad donated diff erent 
varieties of Sri Lankan ornamen-
tal plants to the Central Plant 
Nursery of the Royal Gardens and 
Farms (Royal Court Aff airs) of 
the Sultanate of Oman.

A variety of Sri Lankan orna-
mental plants namely orchids, 
leather-ferns, aspidistras, cane 
palms, butterfl y palms and cast 
iron plants were presented by 
Ambassador Ameer Ajwad to 
Engineer Saleh Abdullah Azzan 
Al-Jahdhami, Director, Depart-
ment of Plant Nurseries of the 
Royal Gardens and Farms of Roy-
al Court Aff airs of Oman, at the 
Central Plant Nursery of Royal 
Gardens and Farms located at 
Zulfa, Mubaila in Muscat, Oman. 

These popular Sri Lankan or-
namental plants are to be planted 
in Royal Gardens and Farms in 
Salalah, Oman. 

Sri Lankan Embassy in Oman 
arranged this donation by the Per-
adeniya Botanical Garden, which 
is the largest and most elegant 
botanical garden in Sri Lanka, in 
coordination with the Ministry of 
Foreign Aff airs and the Ministry 
of Tourism of Sri Lanka on the re-
quest made by the Foreign Minis-
try of the Sultanate of Oman.                            

Agriculture and farming
Presenting the plants, Ambas-
sador Ameer Ajwad stated that 
Sri Lanka and Oman have huge 
potential synergies in the fi eld of 
agriculture and farming and that 
he was pleased to initiate coop-
eration in this fi eld between the 
two friendly countries by donat-
ing popular Sri Lankan ornamen-
tal plants to the Central Plant 
Nursery of the Royal Gardens and 
Farms   (Royal Court Aff airs) of 
the Sultanate of Oman. 

Offi  cials of the Central Plant 
Nursery of the Royal Gardens 
and Farms (Royal Court Aff airs) 
of the Sultanate of Oman at Zulfa, 
Mobaila in Muscat, also partici-
pated during  the presentation.  

Ambassador Ameer Ajwad was 
hosted a tour around the Central 
Plant Nursery of Royal Gardens 
and Farms by Engineer Saleh 
Al-Jahdhami, Director of the De-
partment of Plant Nurseries of 
the Royal Gardens and Farms of 
the Sultanate of Oman.

A M B A S S A D O R  O F  S R I  L A N K A

DONATION: Sri Lankan Embassy in Oman arranged this dona-

tion by the Peradeniya Botanical Garden, which is the largest and 

elegant botanical garden in Sri Lanka. — Supplied picture
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Brazil’s Inacio Lula da Silva launches 
presidential bid to overcome Bolsonaro
BRASILIA: Former President 
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva launched 
his campaign to return to offi  ce on 
Saturday, vowing to fi x Brazil’s is-
sues after what he called the “irre-
sponsible and criminal” adminis-
tration of far-right incumbent Jair 
Bolsonaro.

“We’re ready to work not only to 
win the election on October 2, but 
to rebuild and transform Brazil, 
which will be even more diffi  cult,” 
the steelworker-turned-politician 
told a rally in Sao Paulo. 

‘Send fascism to the 
sewer of history’
“We need to change Brazil once 
again. ... We need to return to a 
place where no one ever dares to 
defy democracy again. We need to 
send fascism back to the sewer of 
history, where it should have been 
all along,” he said.

Lula, who led Brazil through 
a period of economic prosperity 
during his tenure as Brazil’s leader 
from 2003 to 2010, has been in 

unoffi  cial campaign mode since 
March 2021, when the Supreme 
Court annulled a corruption con-
viction against him.When Lula left 
offi  ce, he had an approval rating of 
87%, after some 30 million Brazil-
ians were lifted from poverty dur-
ing his presidency.

From president to prison
The former president’s political 

career appeared to be over when 
he was convicted on bribery charg-
es and handed a 26-year prison 
sentence.

He started his sentence in April 
2018, meaning he was unable to 
stand against Bolsonaro later that 
year, which the far-right populist 
won on a wave of frustration with 
Lula and his Workers’ Party (PT).

Lula, who says the charges 

against him were a conspiracy, 
was released pending appeal in 
November 2019 but was side-
lined from politics until last 
year’s ruling.

Seemingly in support of the for-
mer president’s case, the UN’s Of-
fi ce of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights Committee said in 
April that the prosecution had vio-
lated Lula’s legal rights. DW

C A M P A I G N  L A U N C H E D

Cuba hotel explosion death 
toll rises to 32, 19 missing
HAVANA: The death toll from 
the gas explosion at the Saratoga 
Hotel in Havana has risen to 32, 
with 19 people missing, news 
agency Prensa Latina reported 
on Saturday, citing Gloria Bon-
nin, the provincial head of the 
family reconnection front of the 
Red Cross.

Earlier in the day, the report-
ed casualties included 25 dead 

and more than 60 hospitalised 
people. 

On Friday, a powerful explo-
sion destroyed the Saratoga 
hotel, located in front of the Na-
tional Capitol building in Cuba’s 
Havana. 

The hotel was scheduled to re-
open after the pandemic on May 
10 and no visitors were staying 
there at the time of the blast. ANI

S A R A T O G A  H O T E L  I N  H A V A N A
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Astronomers discover trails of 

over  1,000 unknown asteroids
MUNICH: Astronomers at the 
Max Planck Institute for Extra-
terrestrial Physics (MPE) have 
discovered more than 1,000 trails 
that probably originate from pre-
viously unknown asteroids.

They searched through archive 
data from the Hubble Space Tel-
escope from the past 20 years, as 
the institute in Garching near the 
southern German city of Munich 
announced. The fi ndings could 
provide insights into the condi-
tions in the early solar system.

Data was analysed that is oth-
erwise fi ltered out as noise or in-
terference in most observations. 
“One astronomer’s trash can be 
another astronomer’s treasure,” 
said Sandor Kruk, head of the as-
teroid study.

The detective work combined 
human and artifi cial intelligence: 
First, some 11,500 volunteer lay 
scientists helped identify clues 
to asteroids in the more than 
37,000 composite images. The 
astronomers used this to train a 
machine-learning algorithm that 
continued to search through the 
remaining archival data.

The fi nal dataset contained 
1,701 trails, according to MPE. A 
good third was assigned to known 
asteroids, leaving 1,031 unidenti-
fi ed trails that are now being in-
vestigated in more detail.

The objects were probably 

smaller than typical asteroids 
detected from the ground, it said. 
But they had a similar speed and 
distribution in the sky to those in 
the so-called asteroid belt, it said.

“The asteroids are remnants 
from the formation of our solar 
system, which means that we can 
learn more about the conditions 

when our planets were born,” said 
study leader Kruk.

By 10 December, 2021, more 
than 1.1 million comets and aster-
oids in our solar system had been 
listed by the Minor Planet Centre, 
according to the study authors. It 
collects such discoveries made 
worldwide. — ONA

M P E  S T U D Y

Expert Nepali sherpa 

scales Mt Everest for 

record 26th time

KATHMANDU: Kami Rita, an 
experienced Nepalese Sherpa 
guide, has broken his own record 
for the most climbs of Mount Ev-
erest, reaching the 8,849-metre-
high (29,032-foot-high) summit 
on Saturday before returning 
safely to lower camps, a govern-
ment offi  cial said.

“Kami Rita has broken his own 
record and established a new 
world record in climbing,” said 
Taranath Adhikari, the director-
general of the Department of 
Tourism in the Nepalese capital 
of Kathmandu. It was Rita’s 26th 
climb of the peak.

Who is Rita?
Rita, 52, fi rst scaled Everest in 
1994. Since then, he has climbed 
the mountain nearly every year, al-
ready setting several world records 
for the highest number of ascents.

In 2019, he said he wanted to 
make 25 ascents of Everest be-
fore retiring from high mountain 
climbing.

Rita works as one of the many 
highly skilled Sherpa guides who 
assist foreign climbers who come 
to Nepal wanting to reach the top 
of the mountain, a feat that has 
been achieved 10,657 times. 

He led a 10-strong group of 
other Sherpa guides on his re-
cent climb of the peak. He took 
the southeast ridge route used by 
Sherpa Tenzing Norgay and New 
Zealander Sir Edmund Hillary 
for the fi rst-ever scaling of the 
summit in 1953.

Rita has scaled several other 
of the world’s highest mountains, 
including K-2, Cho-Oyu, Mana-
slu and Lhotse.

Busy mountain
Altogether, 311 people have lost 
their lives in the attempt to climb 
Mt. Everest, according to the 
Himalayan database.

This year Nepal has issued 316 
permits to climb Everest in the peak 
season, which runs through May, as 
the month off ers the best weather 
conditions. Last year saw a record 
number of 408 permits issued.

The Himalayan nation has 
faced criticism for allowing over-
crowding, which is considered 
to have been a factor in several 
climber deaths on the mountains 
in 2019.

Climbing expeditions con-
tribute hundreds of millions of 
dollars to the Nepalese economy 
each year. DW

M O S T  C L I M B S
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Advantage City as Spurs 
hold Liverpool, Brighton 
thrash Manchester Utd

LONDON: Liverpool battled back 
to earn a point and return to the 
top of the table, but their 1-1 draw 
with Tottenham Hotspur on Sat-
urday has handed Manchester 
City the opportunity to strength-
en their position in the Premier 
League title race.

Luis Diaz brought Liverpool 
level with a 74th-minute strike 

after Son Heung-min’s 20th goal 
of the season had threatened to 
earn Spurs a surprise away victory. 
Liverpool are in fi rst place on goal 
diff erence but Man City will now 
be looking to take full advantage of 
the Reds’ setback by overcoming 
Newcastle United on Sunday and 
moving three points clear at the 
top with three matches remaining.

Leandro Trossard scored one 
goal and created two others as 
Brighton & Hove Albion beat 
Manchester United 4-0 for their 
fi rst home win of the year and 
ended their opponents’ slim top-
four hopes.

Brighton went ahead on 15 min-
utes through Moises Caicedo’s 
fi rst Premier League goal. Marc 

Cucurella doubled Brighton’s lead 
on 49 minutes when he hammered 
in Trossard’s pass for his maiden 
PL goal as well.

Trossard then teed up Pascal 
Gross to slot home Brighton’s third 
eight minutes later. The Belgian 
added his name to the scoresheet 
three minutes later, bundling in 
the ball on the hour-mark.

At Stamford Bridge, Conor 
Coady’s late header helped Wol-
verhampton Wanderers fi ght back 
from two goals down to snatch a 
dramatic draw.

Romelu Lukaku had put Chelsea 
ahead on 56 minutes with a penal-
ty, after he had been fouled by Ro-
main Saiss.  The Belgian scored his 
second two minutes later, curling 
in from Christian Pulisic’s pass.

Wolves pulled one back on 79 
minutes with a brilliant goal from 
substitute Trincao after he had 
been set up by Chiquinho. And 
seven minutes into stoppage time 
Coady headed in Chiquinho’s cross 
to stun Chelsea, who are without a 
win in three. ANI

Liverpool are in 

fi rst place on goal 

diff erence but Man 

City will now be 

looking to take full 

advantage of the 

Reds’ setback

ANIS SAJAN, VICE CHAIR-
MAN, DANUBE GROUP 

Yuzvendra Chahal once 
again proved in the game 
against Punjab Kings why 
he is the number one spin-
ner of team India by picking 
three crucial wickets which 
helped his side Rajasthan 
Royals to another win.

At one time it looked 
Punjab Kings would cross 
200 plus score when Jonny 
Bairstow and Bhanuka Ra-
japaksa was going strong 
but he picked up both their 
wickets as well as skipper 
Mayank Agarwal’s wicket 
to halt their progress and 
ended with match fi gures of 
3/28 in his four overs.

Yuzvendra Chahal’s im-
pact is so impactful that he 
has been the leading wicket 
taker in this IPL and so far 
take 22 wickets at an aver-
age of 14.5 and has been the 
purple cap holder since the 
beginning and his closest 
compatriot is Kuldeep Ya-
dav with 18 wickets.

In the match against 
KKR, Yuzvendra Chahal 
had single handedly swung 
the game in his favor by tak-

ing a hat trick and made Ra-
jasthan Royals win from a 
losing position. In the game 
against Lucknow Super Gi-
ants, he would have got an-
other hat trick had Karun 
Nair not dropped an easy 
catch.

Chahal was unlucky not 
to have been picked in the 
last T20 World cup and it 
would be no surprise if he is 
on the plan to Australia this 
world cup in October. Leg 
Spinners are match winners 
and Yuzvendra Chahal has 
time and again proved that 
with his guile that he is In-
dia’s number one champion 
spinner.

Chahal, magician 
with the ball

C O M M E N T A R Y

Ayan International win cricket tournament

Times News Service 

MUSCAT: The fi nal of Pran 
Frooto Cricket Tournament was 
held on 28 April 2022. In an excit-
ing fi nal, Ayan International de-
feated Friendly Stars by 43 runs 
and won the Pran Frooto Rama-
dan Cricket Tournament organ-
ised by Al Hail Cricket Team.

In the match, Ayan Xl captain Z 
Haider won the toss and elected 
to bat fi rst.  

Ayan Xl went on to score 85 
runs in the stipulated eight overs 
for the loss of 4 wickets. Haider 

top scored with 31 runs with 
other useful contributions came 
from Nasir Siddiq 27 runs and 
Shafeeq 9 runs.

For Friendly Stars, Bilal took 
3 wickets giving away 22 runs. 
In reply, Friendly Stars could 
score only 42 runs in 8 overs los-
ing 2 wickets. Bilal was the top 
scorer with 20 runs while Irfan 
from Ayan Xl was the pick of the 
bowlers.

Zulqarnain Haider of Ayan 
International was declared man 
of the tournament as well as the 
best batsman.

E X C I T I N G  F I N A L

OMAN’S ROYAL CAVALRY HORSE WINS FIRST PLACE
Horse Safu of the Royal Cavalry led by jockey Garry Sanchez, secured the fi rst place in the 

competitions of the seventh round of the horse race organised for Arabian thoroughbred 

horses for 1,400 metres. The race was organised at French Dax racecourse. — ONA
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MSX INDEX ENDS LOWER
The MSX index closed at 4,153.86 points, 
down by 0.11 per cent from the previous 
close. The Sharia Index ended up by 0.11 
per cent at 479.12 points. Oman Qatar 
Insurance, up 3.81 per cent, was the top 
gainer while, Al Anwar Ceramics, down 
3.15 per cent, was the top loser.

Commercial logistics 
pact signed for Sezad

MUSCAT: In pursuance of the 
close strategic bilateral relations 
and strong historical ties of friend-
ship between the Sultanate of 

Oman and the Republic of India, a 
commercial agreement was signed 
at the Port of Duqm Company 
headquarters in Duqm between 
Emdad Logistics Company and 

the Indian government.
The agreement will allow the In-

dian government to invest in logis-
tics in the Special Economic Zone 
at Duqm (Sezad).

The agreement will deepen the 
existing close relations between 
both countries and contribute to 
the realization of their shared vi-
sion of a prosperous region. -ONA

The agreement will 

allow the Indian 

government to invest 

in logistics in the 

Special Economic 

Zone at Duqm (Sezad)

Small decrease in 

world food prices in 

April ‘a welcome relief’

ROME: After reaching an all-
time high in March amid reper-
cussions from the war in Ukraine, 
world food prices decreased last 
month, the UN Food and Agricul-
ture Organisation (FAO) said.

The FAO Food Price Index 
averaged 158.2 points in April, 
down 0.8 per cent from the surge 
in March, but remained nearly 30 
per cent higher than in April 2021.

The Index tracks monthly 
changes in the international pric-
es of a basket of food commodi-
ties, and the decrease was led by 
a slight decline in the prices of 
vegetable oils and cereals.

“The small decrease in the in-
dex is a welcome relief, particu-
larly for low-income food-defi cit 
countries, but still food prices re-
main close to their recent highs, 
refl ecting persistent market tight-
ness and posing a challenge to 
global food security for the most 
vulnerable,” said Máximo Torero 
Cullen, FAO Chief Economist.

The Vegetable Oil Price Index 
registered a 5.7 per cent drop in 
April, shedding almost a third of 
the increase in March.

Demand rationing pushed 
down the prices for palm, sun-
fl ower, and soy oils, FAO said, 
while uncertainties surround-
ing export availabilities from 
Indonesia – the world’s leading 
exporter of palm oil – contained 
further declines in prices on the 
international market.

The FAO Cereal Price Index 
declined by 0.7 points in April, 
due to a 3.0 per cent decline in 
world maize prices.

Wheat prices rose 0.2 per cent, 
strongly aff ected by the contin-
ued blockage of ports in Ukraine. 
The country, together with Rus-
sia, accounts for some 30 per cent 
of global wheat exports.

Other factors behind the in-
crease included concerns over 
crop conditions in the United 
States, though tempered by 
larger shipments from India and 
higher-than-expected exports 
from Russia.

Meanwhile, international rice 
prices increased by 2.3 per cent, 
bolstered by strong demand from 
China and the Near East.

FAO also released updated 
forecasts for world cereal supply 
and demand which indicate that 
although stocks are rising, trade 
is likely to decline this year.

Global wheat production is 
predicted to grow to 782 mil-
lion tonnes, which incorporates 
an expected 20 per cent decline 
in harvested area in Ukraine as 
well as declines due to drought 
in Morocco.

FAO said the Sugar Price Index 
rose 3.3 per cent in April, mainly 
due to higher ethanol prices and 
concerns over the slow start of 
the 2022 harvest in Brazil, the 
world’s largest sugar exporter.

The FAO Meat Price Index 
reached a new record high last 
month, increasing by 2.2 per cent 
as prices rose for poultry and bo-
vine meat. Poultry costs were af-
fected by disruptions to exports 
from Ukraine and rising avian 
infl uenza outbreaks in the north-
ern hemisphere. The Dairy Price 
Index also jumped by 0.9 per cent, 
driven by what FAO described as 
“persistent global supply tight-
ness”, with milk output in West-
ern Europe and Oceania continu-
ing to track below seasonal levels.

The agency reported that 
world butter prices rose the 
most, infl uenced by rising de-
mand associated with the cur-
rent shortage of sunfl ower oil 
and margarine. -WAM

F O O D  A N D  A G R I C U L T U R E  O R G A N I S A T I O N

Musk’s $44 billion Twitter buyout 

challenged in shareholder lawsuit

ORLANDO: Elon Musk and Twit-
ter Inc were sued by a Florida pen-
sion fund seeking to stop Musk 
from completing his $44 billion 
takeover of the social media com-
pany before 2025.

In a proposed class action fi led 
in Delaware Chancery Court, the 
Orlando Police Pension Fund said 
Delaware law forbade a quick 
merger because Musk had agree-
ments with other big Twitter 
shareholders, including his fi nan-
cial adviser Morgan Stanley and 
Twitter founder Jack Dorsey, to 
support the buyout.

The fund said those agreements 
made Musk, who owns 9.6 per cent 
of Twitter, the eff ective “owner” of 
more than 15 per cent of the com-
pany’s shares, Reuters reports.

It said that required delaying the 
merger by three years unless two-
thirds of shares not “owned” by 
him granted approval.

Morgan Stanley owns about 
8.8 per cent of Twitter shares and 
Dorsey owns 2.4 per cent.

Musk hopes to complete his 
$54.20 per share Twitter takeover 
this year, in one of the world’s larg-
est leveraged buyouts.

He also runs the electric car 
company Tesla Inc (TSLA.O), 
leads The Boring Co and SpaceX, 
and is the world’s richest person 
according to Forbes magazine.

Twitter and its board, includ-
ing Dorsey and Chief Executive 
Parag Agrawal, were also named 
as defendants.

Twitter declined to comment. 
Lawyers for Musk and the Florida 

fund did not immediately respond 
to requests for comment.

The lawsuit also seeks to declare 
that Twitter directors breached 
their fi duciary duties, and recoup 
legal fees and costs. It did not make 
clear how shareholders believed 
they might be harmed if the merg-
er closed on schedule.

On Thursday, Musk said he had 
raised around $7 billion, including 
from sovereign wealth funds and 
friends in Silicon Valley, to help 
fund a takeover.  

Musk had no fi nancing lined up 
when he announced plans to buy 
Twitter last month.

Some of the new investors ap-
pear to share interests with Musk, 
a self-described free speech abso-
lutist who could change how the 
San Francisco-based company 
moderates content.

Florida’s state pension fund also 
invests in Twitter, and Governor 
Ron DeSantis said this week that 
it could make a $15 million to $20 
million profi t if Musk completed 
his buyout. In afternoon trad-
ing, Twitter shares were down 60 
cents at $49.76. -BNA

T A K E O V E R

FOOD PRICES: The small decrease in the index is a welcome 

relief, particularly for low-income food-defi cit countries, said 

Máximo Torero Cullen, FAO Chief Economist. – WAM

Less immigrant labour in US contributes to price hikes
RIO GRANDE: Just 10 miles from 
the Rio Grande, Mike Helle’s farm is 
so short of immigrant workers that 
he’s replaced 450 acres of labour-in-
tensive leafy greens with crops that 
can be harvested by machinery.

In Houston, Al Flores increased 
the price of his BBQ restaurant’s 
brisket plate because the cost of 
the cut doubled due to meatpack-
ing plants’ inability to fully staff  
immigrant-heavy production 
lines, AP reports.

In the Dallas area, Joshua Correa 
raised prices on the homes his com-
pany builds by $150,000 to cover 
increased costs stemming partly 
from a lack of immigrant labour.

After immigration to the Unit-
ed States tapered off  during the 
Trump administration — then 
ground to a near-complete halt for 
18 months during the coronavirus 
pandemic — the country is wak-
ing up to a labour shortage partly 
fuelled by that slowdown.

The US has, by some estimates, 
2 million fewer immigrants than 
it would have if the pace had 
stayed the same, helping power a 
desperate scramble for workers in 
many sectors, from meatpacking 
to homebuilding that is also con-
tributing to supply shortages and 
price increases.

“These 2 million missing im-
migrants are part of the reason 

we have a labour shortage,” said 
Giovanni Peri, an economist at the 
University of California at Davis, 
who calculated the shortfall. “In 
the short run, we are going to ad-
just to these shortages in the la-
bour market through an increase 
in wages and prices.”

The labour issues are among 
several contributors to the highest 
infl ation in 40 years in the United 
States - from supply chains mangled 
by the pandemic to a surge in energy 
and commodity prices following 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

Steve Camarota, a researcher at 
the Center for Immigration Stud-
ies, which advocates for less immi-
gration, believes a spike in illegal 
immigration under President Joe 
Biden will make up whatever short-
fall lingers from the pandemic. He 
also contends wage increases in 
low-paying sectors like agriculture 
are minor contributors to infl ation.

 “I don’t think wages going up 
is bad for the poor, and I think 
mathematically it is not possible 
to drive down infl ation by limiting 
wages at the bottom,” Camarota 
told The Associated Press.

Immigration is rapidly return-
ing to its pre-pandemic levels, re-
searchers say, but the US would 
need a signifi cant acceleration to 
make up its defi cit. Given a sharp 
decline in births in the United 

States over the past two decades, 
some economists forecast the 
overall pool of potential workers 
will start shrinking by 2025.

The immigrant worker shortage 
comes as the US political system is 
showing less of an appetite for in-
creasing immigration.

Democrats - who control all 
branches of the federal govern-
ment and more recently have been 
the party more friendly to immi-
gration - haven’t tried to advance 
major legislation permitting more 
new residents to the country.

A recent Gallup poll showed 
worries about illegal immigration 
at a two-decade high. With a tough 

election for their party looming 
in November, Democrats are in-
creasingly divided about the Biden 
administration’s attempt to end 
pandemic-related restrictions on 
seeking asylum.

“At some point, we either decide 
to become older and smaller or we 
change our immigration policy,” 
said Douglas Holtz-Eakin, an econo-
mist and former offi  cial in President 
George W. Bush’s administration 
who is president of the centre-right 
American Action Forum. He ac-
knowledged a change in immigra-
tion policy is unlikely: “The bases of 
both parties are so locked in.”

That is certainly the case in Re-

publican-dominated Texas, which 
includes the longest and busiest 
stretch of the southern border. The 
Legislature in 2017 forced cities to 
comply with federal immigration 
agents seeking people who are in 
the US illegally. Gov. Greg Abbott 
sent the Texas National Guard 
to patrol the border and recently 
created traffi  c snarls by ordering 
more inspections at border ports.

The turn against immigration 
distresses some Texas business 
owners. “Immigration is very im-
portant for our workforce in the 
United States,” said Correa. “We 
just need it.”

He is seeing delays of two to 
three months on his projects as 
he and his subcontractors — from 
drywallers to plumbers to electri-
cians — struggle to fi eld crews. 
Correa has raised the standard 
price of his houses from $500,000 
to about $650,000.

“We’re feeling it and, if we’re 
feeling it at the end of the day as 
builders and developers, the con-
sumer pays the price,” said Correa, 
who spoke from Pensacola, Flor-
ida, where he brought a construc-
tion crew as a favour to a client 
whose has not been able to fi nd la-
bourers to fi x a beach house dam-
aged by Hurricane Sally in 2020.

The share of the US population 
born in another country - 13.5% in 

the latest census - is the highest it 
has been since the 19th century.

But even before Donald Trump 
won the 2016 presidential election 
vowing to cut immigration, migra-
tion to the United States was slow-
ing. The Great Recession dried 
up many jobs that drew workers 
to the country, legally or illegally. 
Rising standards of living in Latin 
America have prodded more peo-
ple to stay put — or to return from 
the United States.

Flores, who runs a chain of Mex-
ican restaurants as well as his bar-
becue restaurant, said while the 
COVID-19 pandemic was a bigger 
shock to his industry, the immigra-
tion slowdown has hit it hard — 
and not just for meatpackers that 
supply his restaurant’s brisket. 
“You’ve got a lot of positions that 
aren’t being fi lled,” he said.

He’s steadily raised pay, up to 
$15 an hour recently. “This is a 
culmination of years and years,” 
said Flores, who’s president of the 
Greater Houston Restaurant As-
sociation.

Helle, who raises onion, cab-
bage, melons and kale just outside 
the border town of McAllen, Texas, 
is also paying more to his workers, 
who are almost exclusively immi-
grants. People born in the U.S., he 
says, won’t work the fi elds regard-
less of the pay. -BNA

L A B O U R  S H O R T A G E

In a proposed class 

action filed in Delaware 

Chancery Court, the 

Orlando Police Pension 

Fund said Delaware 

law forbade a quick 

merger because Musk 

had agreements with 

other big Twitter 

shareholders, including 

his financial adviser 

Morgan Stanley and 

Twitter founder Jack 

Dorsey, to support the 

buyout

Retail investors 

have become 

shock absorbers 

in Indian equities

MUMBAI: Amid recent vola-
tility in the Indian stock mar-
kets, Union Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman on Satur-
day said retail investors have 
played a key role in the markets 
in the last two years, especially 
acting as shock absorbers in 
diffi  cult times.

Key role
“Indian retail investors have 
played a key role especially dur-
ing the last two years; they have 
shown the world what they can 
do by standing up and becoming 
shock absorbers, unlike FPIs,” 
Sitharaman said while address-
ing the silver jubilee celebration 
of the National Securities De-
pository Limited (NSDL).

Net sellers
Foreign portfolio investors 
(FPIs) have emerged as net sell-
ers in recent weeks. In the fi rst 
week of May, foreign portfolio in-
vestors pulled out Rs 6,417 crore 
from the Indian stock markets.

The Finance Minister lauded 
the trust shown by the coun-
try’s retail investors in the eq-
uities market.

“From an average of 4 lakh 
new demat accounts opened 
every month in 2019-20, it tri-
pled to 12 lakh per month in 
2020-21 and has further in-
creased to around 26 lakh per 
month in 2021-22,” the minister 
said. -ANI

S T O C K  M A R K E T
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MSX index 
ends lower

MUSCAT: The MSX index 
closed at 4,153.86 points, down 
by 0.11 per cent from the previous 
close. The Sharia Index ended up 
by 0.11 per cent at 479.12 points. 
Oman Qatar Insurance, up 3.81 
per cent, was the top gainer 
while, Al Anwar Ceramics, down 
3.15 per cent, was the top loser. 
Shares of Galfar Engineering 
were the most active in terms of 
the number of shares traded as 
well as in terms of turnover.

A total number of 353 trades 
were executed during the day’s 
trading session, generating a 
turnover of OMR0.99 million, 
with more than 6.81 million 
shares changing hands. Out of 35 
traded securities, 14 advanced, 
3 declined, and 18 remained un-
changed. At the session close, 
GCC & Arab investors were net 
sellers of OMR21,000 while for-
eign investors were net buyers of 
OMR3,000 worth of shares.

Financial Index closed at 
6,606.64 points, up 0.09 per cent. 

Prices of Oman Qatar Insurance, 
Global Financial Investments, 
Muscat Finance, Al Sharqia In-
vestment and Al Anwar Invest-
ment were up by 3.81 per cent, 
2.7 per cent, 2.7 per cent, 2.15 per 
cent and 1.21 per cent respective-
ly. Oman & Emirates Investment 
was the only loser down by 1.15 
per cent.

Industrial Index closed at 
6,117.47 points, up 0.08 per cent. 
Prices of Galfar Engineering, 
Oman Fisheries and National 
Aluminium were up by 3.77 per 
cent, 2.66 per cent and 2.3 per 
cent respectively. Al Anwar Ce-
ramics was the only loser down 
by 3.15 per cent.

Services Index was down by 0 
per cent before closing at 1,636.91 
points. Prices of Sohar Power, 
National Gas and Renaissance 
Services were up by 2.27 per cent, 
1.41 per cent and 0.45 per cent re-
spectively. Oman Telecom was 
the only loser down by 0.92 per 
cent.— United Securities

Oman Qatar Insurance, up 3.81 per cent, was 

the top gainer while, Al Anwar Ceramics, 

down 3.15 per cent, was the top loser

MUSCAT
STOCK
EXCHANGE

SHARE PRICE BULLETIN FOR SUNDAY, MAY 8

REGULAR MARKET .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
OM0000001590 ............  MUSCAT FINANCE ..................................................  1,600,712....... 122,093..................... 62 ............0.075 ........... 0.077 ...........0.075 ........... 0.076 .............0.074 ........... 0.002 ............. 2.703 ................0.077 ..............0.075...................0.077................ 0.100 ...... 23,343,121
OM0000002440 ...........  AL SHARQIA INV. ......................................................  120,992 ............ 11,493........................8 ........... 0.094 ........... 0.095 ...........0.094........... 0.095 .............0.093 ........... 0.002 ..............2.151.................0.095 ..............0.095...................0.095................ 0.100 ........8,550,000
OM0000001160 ............  NATIONAL GAS ........................................................... 15,890 ...............2,296........................5 ............0.142 ........... 0.145 ...........0.142 ........... 0.144 ............. 0.142 ........... 0.002 ............. 1.408 ................0.145 .............. 0.145...................0.145 ................ 0.100 ..... 12,240,000
OM0000001772 ............  ALANWAR INVESTMENT ......................................35,000 ...............2,939........................2 ........... 0.083 ...........0.084 ...........0.083........... 0.084 .............0.083 ............0.001 ............. 1.205 ................0.084..............0.084...................0.085................ 0.100 ..... 16,800,000
OM0000003224 ...........  RENAISSANCE SER. ..................................................18,000 ...............8,109........................4 ........... 0.452 ........... 0.452 ...........0.450........... 0.450 .............0.448 ........... 0.002 ............. 0.446 ................0.450 ..............0.450...................0.460 ............... 0.100 ...106,384,500
OM0000002796 ...........  BANK MUSCAT ..........................................................  338,463 ......... 178,472..................... 28 ........... 0.524 ........... 0.530 ...........0.524........... 0.528 .............0.526 ........... 0.002 ............. 0.380 ................0.530 ..............0.530...................0.540 ............... 0.100 1,981,688,824
OM0000001400 ...........  OMAN FLOUR MILLS ................................................. 1,000 .................. 672........................ 1 ........... 0.672 ........... 0.672 ...........0.672 ........... 0.672 .............0.672 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.672 ..............0.672...................0.700................ 0.100 ...105,840,000
OM0000001418 ............  RAYSUT CEMENT ............................................................520 .....................85........................ 1 ............0.163 ........... 0.163 ...........0.163 ........... 0.162 ............. 0.162............ 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.163 ..............0.160...................0.170 ................ 0.100 .....32,400,000
OM0000001525 ............  OMAN INVST& FIN. .................................................. 20,000 ...............2,960........................ 1 ............0.148 ........... 0.148 ...........0.148 ........... 0.148 ............. 0.148............ 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.148 .............. 0.145...................0.152 ................ 0.100 ......35,076,000
OM0000001533 ............  OMINVEST ....................................................................... 1,250 .................. 388........................2 ............0.310 ........... 0.310 ...........0.310 ........... 0.314 ............. 0.314............ 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.310 ..............0.310...................0.330 ............... 0.100 ... 209,866,744
OM0000001749 ............  OMAN CEMENT ............................................................ 1,500 .................. 366........................ 1 ........... 0.244 ...........0.244 ...........0.244 .......... 0.255 .............0.255 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.244 ............ 0.244...................0.255................ 0.100 ......84,372,541
OM0000003968 ...........  OOREDOO ......................................................................... 1,000 .................. 330........................ 1 ........... 0.330 ........... 0.330 ...........0.330........... 0.334 .............0.334 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.330..............0.334...................0.340 ............... 0.100 .... 217,415,373
OM0000005005 ...........  ALMAHA CERAMICS ..................................................4,900 ...............2,524........................3 ............0.510 ...........0.520 ...........0.510 ........... 0.520 .............0.520 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.520..............0.520...................0.524 ............... 0.100 ..... 28,600,000
OM0000003026 ...........  OMAN TELECOM......................................................  202,423 ..........173,739..................... 20 ........... 0.860 ...........0.860 ...........0.856 ........... 0.860 .............0.868 ...........-0.008 ........... -0.922 ...............0.860..............0.860...................0.872................ 0.100 ...645,000,000
OM0000002168 ............  AL ANWAR  CERAMIC ..............................................82,750 ............ 35,629........................8 ........... 0.432 ...........0.440 ...........0.430........... 0.430 .............0.444 ...........-0.014 ............-3.153 ................0.440..............0.434...................0.440 ............... 0.100 .....94,600,000
Total ..................................15 .........................................................................................  2,444,400 .....542,095................... 147 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

ISIN ...................................................SECURITY NAME ...................................................................................................VOLUME ............... TURNOVER .................... TRADES ............ OPEN PRICE .............. HIGH .....................LOW ................ CLOSE PR. ............PREV. CLOSE............ DIFF (RO) .................. DIFF % ...................... LAST PR ................ LAST BID ..................... LAST OFFER ......................PAR VALUE .......... MARKET CAP

O M A N  S T O C K S

INDICES
Index .................................................High .................Low ..................... Value ............... Prev . Value.......... Diff  ...............Diff  %
MSX 30 INDEX ..................................... 4,159.91 ...............4,152.03 ................... 4,153.86 ................... 4,158.37 .................. -4.52 ...................-0.11
FINANCIAL INDEX .......................... 6,606.64 ...............6,595.27 ................... 6,606.64 ...................6,600.62 ....................6.02 ................... 0.09
Industry Index ...................................... 6,134.40 ............... 6,112.76 .................... 6,117.47 ................... 6,112.88 ....................4.59 ................... 0.08
Services Index .......................................1,641.93 ............... 1,636.91 ....................1,636.91 ................... 1,636.96 .................. -0.05 ...................0.00
MSX Shariah Index ................................. 479.12 ..................478.62 .......................479.12 .......................478.61 .................... 0.51 ................... 0.11
MSX TR INDEX....................................5,240.16 .............. 5,230.24 ...................5,232.54 ...................5,238.23 .................. -5.69 ...................-0.11
FINANCIAL TR IDX.......................... 6,907.26 .............. 6,895.38 ................... 6,907.26 ...................6,900.97 ....................6.30 ................... 0.09
SERVICES TR IDX .............................. 1,691.95 ............... 1,686.78 ....................1,686.78 ................... 1,686.83 .................. -0.05 ...................0.00
INDUSTRIAL TR IDX ....................... 6,366.48 .............. 6,344.02 ...................6,348.90 ...................6,344.14 .................... 4.76 ................... 0.08
Trading Summary
Volume ................ Turnover ..........Trades .............. Market Cap............. Up ............Down ............. Equal .........Sec. Traded
6,817,712 .........................992,164 .....................353 .............. 22,252,931,550 ................ 14 ........................3 .................... 18 .........................35

OM0000006979 ...........  OMAN QATAR INSUR................................................10,000 ...............2,180........................ 1 ............0.218 ........... 0.218 ...........0.218 ........... 0.218 .............0.210 ........... 0.008 ............. 3.810 ................0.218 ............. 0.000...................0.230 ............... 0.100 ..... 21,800,000
OM0000003521 ............  GALFAR ENGINEER. ...............................................  3,078,579 ...... 337,443..................... 92 ............0.106 ........... 0.112............0.106 ............0.110 ............. 0.106 ........... 0.004 ............. 3.774 ................ 0.111 ...............0.111................... 0.112 ................ 0.100 ..... 22,328,509
OM0000003125 ............  GLOBAL INV. H ...........................................................  153,757 .............. 11,711........................9 ............0.075 ........... 0.077 ...........0.075 ........... 0.076 .............0.074 ........... 0.002 ............. 2.703 ................0.076 ..............0.076...................0.077................ 0.100 ..... 15,200,000
OM0000001566 ............  OMAN FISHERIES ....................................................  105,602 ........... 12,299......................16 ............0.118 ........... 0.118............ 0.115 ............0.116 ............. 0.113 ............ 0.003 ............. 2.655 ................ 0.116 .............. 0.116................... 0.116 ................ 0.100 ...... 21,121,094
OM0000001319 ............  ALUMINIUM PROD. ...................................................26,500 ...............2,366........................5 ........... 0.088 ...........0.090 ...........0.088........... 0.089 .............0.087 ........... 0.002 ............. 2.299 ................0.090..............0.090...................0.089................ 0.100 ........ 2,987,859
OM0000003711 ............  SOHAR POWER ............................................................62,742 ...............2,801......................12 ........... 0.045 ........... 0.045 ...........0.044 .......... 0.045 .............0.044 ............0.001 ............. 2.273 ................0.044 .............0.043...................0.044 ............... 0.100 ........ 9,945,450
OM0000004768 ...........  MADINA TAKAFUL .................................................. 118,815 .............11,287......................14 ........... 0.095 ........... 0.095 ...........0.095 ........... 0.095 .............0.094 ............0.001 ............. 1.064 ................0.095 ..............0.095...................0.103 ................ 0.100 ......16,625,000
OM0000001152 ............  OMAN NAT. ENG..........................................................35,400 ............... 3,810........................3 ............0.108 ........... 0.109 ...........0.107 ........... 0.108 ............. 0.108 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.107 .............. 0.107...................0.109 ................ 0.100 ......15,120,000
OM0000001517 ............  HSBC BANK OMAN ..................................................  180,000 ............19,440........................4 ............0.108 ........... 0.108 ...........0.108 ........... 0.108 ............. 0.108 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.108 ..............0.108................... 0.115 ................ 0.100 .... 216,033,781
OM0000002267 ...........  GULF MUSHROOM P ................................................37,000 ............... 7,992........................8 ............0.216 ........... 0.216 ...........0.216 ........... 0.216 ............. 0.216............ 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.216 ..............0.210...................0.216 ................ 0.100 ........ 8,986,739
OM0000003661 ............  VOLTAMP ENERGY............................................................94 .....................10........................ 1 ............0.102 ........... 0.102 ...........0.102 ........... 0.102 .............0.102 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.102 ..............0.096...................0.102 ................ 0.100 ........ 8,303,081
OM0000004420 ...........  BANK NIZWA ................................................................54,476 ............... 5,165........................7 ........... 0.095 ........... 0.095 ...........0.094........... 0.095 .............0.095 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.095 ..............0.094...................0.095................ 0.100 ....212,510,538
OM0000004735 ...........  SEMBCORP SALALAH ............................................  128,000 ..............9,628........................9 ........... 0.078 ........... 0.078 ...........0.075 ........... 0.075 .............0.075 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.075 ..............0.075...................0.075 ................ 0.100 ......71,592,896
OM0000004925 ...........  ALBATINAH POWER ...................................................... 300 ..................... 15........................ 1 ........... 0.050 ........... 0.050 ...........0.050........... 0.050 .............0.050 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.050..............0.048...................0.050 ............... 0.100 ......33,744,372
OM0000004933 ...........  AL SUWADI POWER ................................................. 29,000 ...............1,444........................5 ........... 0.050 ........... 0.050 ...........0.049........... 0.050 .............0.050 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.050..............0.049...................0.050 ............... 0.100 ...... 35,720,317
OM0000005963 ...........  PHOENIX POWER...................................................... 40,000 ...............1,960........................3 ........... 0.049 ...........0.049 ...........0.049........... 0.049 .............0.049 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.049..............0.049...................0.052................ 0.100 ...... 71,667,472
OM0000007084 ...........  MCT DESALINATE .....................................................10,000 ................1,191........................2 ............0.120 ........... 0.120 ........... 0.119 ............0.119 ............. 0.119 ............ 0.000 .............0.000 ................ 0.119 ..............0.120................... 0.121 ................ 0.100 ...... 18,510,498
OM0000001681 ............  OMAN  EMIRATES HO. ............................................. 17,000 ............... 1,462........................2 ........... 0.086 ........... 0.086 ...........0.086........... 0.086 .............0.087 ...........-0.001 ............-1.149 ................0.086 ..............0.086...................0.086................ 0.100 ...... 10,481,250
Total ..................................18 .........................................................................................  4,087,265 ..... 432,203................... 194

Parallel Market .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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India’s forex reserves see 8th 

weekly fall, slide below $600bn
MUMBAI: India’s foreign ex-
change (forex) reserves have 
slumped below $600 billion mark 
for the fi rst time in almost a year.

For the week ended April 29, 
the country’s forex reserves 
dipped by $2.695 billion to 
$597.728 billion, according to the 
Reserve Bank of India’s weekly 
statistical supplement. This is the 
eighth consecutive weekly fall in 
India’s forex reserves.

The country’s forex reserves 
have fallen below the $600-bil-
lion-mark for the fi rst time in al-
most a year. The last time India’s 
forex reserves were below the 
$600-billion-mark was during 
the week ended May 28, 2021.

India’s forex reserves have 
fallen sharply after touching an 
all-time high of $642.453 billion 
on September 3, 2021.

All components of the forex re-
serves declined during the week 
ended April 29.

India’s foreign currency assets, 

which is the biggest component 
of the forex reserves, dropped by 
$1.11 billion to $532.823 billion 
during the week under review, the 
RBI data showed.

Expressed in US dollar terms, 
the foreign currency assets in-
clude the eff ect of appreciation 
or depreciation of non-dollar 
currencies like Euro, UK’s Pound 
Sterling and Japanese Yen held in 
the foreign exchange reserves.

The value of gold reserves 

slumped by $1.164 billion to 
$41.604 billion during the week 
under review.

The value of India’s Special 
Drawing Rights (SDRs) with the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) fell by $362 million to 
$18.299 billion.

India’s reserve position in the 
IMF dropped by $59 million to 
$5.001 billion during the week 
ended April 29, the RBI data 
showed. -ANI

F O R E I G N  E X C H A N G E  R E S E R V E S

Logistics sector 

reports contraction

BEIJING: China’s logistics sector 
was less upbeat in April amid the do-
mestic resurgence of COVID-19, data 
from the China Federation of Logis-
tics and Purchasing (CFLP) showed.

The logistics performance index, 
which tracks business volume, new 
orders, employment, inventory 
turnovers and equipment utility 
rates in the sector, came in at 43.8 
percent in April, down 4.9 per-
centage points from the previous 
month. A reading above 50 per cent 
indicates expansion while a read-
ing below 50 refl ects contraction.

He Hui, assistant president of 
the CFLP, said that the short-term 
eff ects, however, will gradually 
weaken with the implementation 
of epidemic control measures and 
policies to facilitate logistics. -Xinhua

C H I N A

fl ydubai records 

exceptional 

performance 

in fi rst quarter

DUBAI: fl ydubai, the Dubai-
based airline, has recorded an 
exceptional performance in the 
fi rst quarter of 2022, building 
on the momentum from the tre-
mendous performance in 2021. 
The carrier’s growing network 
and added capacity on its exist-
ing routes have been supported 
by new aircraft deliveries since 
the start of the year.

Ghaith Al Ghaith, Chief Ex-
ecutive Offi  cer at fl ydubai, said, 
“Dubai has demonstrated its 
ability to successfully overcome 
the various challenges presented 
by the pandemic and continues 
to thrive. We have continued 
our growth in 2022 capitalising 
on the tremendous results we 
reported for 2021. We have seen 
the number of passengers car-
ried in the fi rst quarter of this 
year more than double compared 
to a previous couple of years as 
we welcomed the world during 
Expo Dubai 2020, connected un-
derserved markets to Dubai and 
added more frequencies around 
the network.” “Our strong busi-
ness model, supported by our on-
going recruitment drive to grow 
our workforce in parallel with 
the scheduled aircraft deliver-
ies this year, will see that we are 
well placed to accommodate the 
surge in demand as more people 
get ready to travel again over the 
summer,” added Al Ghaith.

A I R L I N E



Some things never go 
out of fashion. A pass-
ing fad, a fl eeting vogue 
may distract us for a 
while but then the clas-

sics reclaim their throne. This is 
what seems to be happening in the 
food world with ‘retro’ registering 
a strong emerging trend. If archi-
tecture to apparel, automobiles 
to music, heads are turning back-
ward to prepare for the future, can 
food be far behind?

There are multiple factors that 
have contributed to this phenom-
enon. The relief from COVID re-
strictions has encouraged people 
to boldly venture out trying out 
long-lost fl avours. The lockdowns 
left no choice but to cook at home. 
Forgotten family heirloom recipes 
were tried to break the monotony 
and family lore was shared reviving 
strong nostalgia. Before the COVID 
trauma, the search for ethnic roots 
was largely restricted to NRIs and 
PIOs in the Diaspora. Now young-
sters living in India are also search-
ing for their roots and coming to 
terms with their multiple identi-
ties. The best way to embark on 
this exciting exploration is through 
food. The past it has been said is a 
foreign country but however hard 
we try to shake it off , it clings to us. 
Our contemporary identities are 
shaped by legacy and heritage. We 
are, what we eat or aspire to eat!

Before we proceed further per-
haps it is necessary to have defi -
nitional clarity. In the West the 
terms used to describe members 
of diff erent generations are Baby 
Boomers, Millennials, Genera-

tion X and Z. When the return of 
the Retro foods is discussed it is 
focused on what the people ate 
in the 1950s, 1960s, 1970s, 1980s, 
and the 1990s. In the Indian con-
text, it is far more relevant to talk 
of Midnights Children (born in 
1946-47), Post Emergency (1977), 
Born Free in Globalised Word 
(1991- 2000), Proud Patriots post-
2001), with a strong sense of enti-
tlement and evangelical fervour to 
convert the world.

What is also fuelling the strong 
retro surge is fatigue with fusion 
and the failure of molecular culi-
nary experiments. Frenchifying 
Indian delicacies has ceased to 
attract diners at home. What we 
are witnessing is the return of the 
regional, rustic and robust dishes.

Copper Chimney, an iconic eat-
ery in Mumbai, is celebrating its 
Golden Jubilee this year and has 
come back to Delhi. Its reputation 
rests on its commitment to serv-
ing healthy wholesome Punjabi 
Fare. Its menu has interesting in-
novations like karhak roomali roti 
and burra chop, rogan josh and 
achari murg along with mah di 

daal--surprisingly light and fl a-
vourful-- are what have remained 
perennial favourites across gener-
ations. Karan Kapur, an alumnus 
of Harvard Business School, is the 
third generation inheritor/ custo-
dian of traction of taste.

Babo’s Kitchen in the Capital 
does the same for Bangla Ranna. It 
is the brainchild of obsessive foodie 
sometime journalist and advertis-
ing professional Dipayan Mukho-
padhyay. He has revived not one but 
two avatars of kossa mangsho Ben-
gal’s very own slow-cooked bhuna 
gosht. On off er are galda chingrhi 
(large river prawn) cutlets and the 
famous Kolkata mutton biryani. 
The menu has exotic items like 
crab curry but most loyal patrons 
place repeat orders for maturshuti 
kachuri and alu dom.

Snehalata Saikia doesn’t stray 
from the straight and narrow path 
when she is cooking Akhamiya 
food. Khaar and Tenga are enough 
to tickle the palate. But her retro 
rendering of Tea-Garden Manag-
er’s Anglo Indian classics like the 
Duck Roast is outstanding.

Chef Sanjay Raina owner of 

Malleability on Amrita Sher-
gill Marg makes no compromise 
when he is cooking ageless beau-
ties from the Kashmiri Pandit Wa-
zwaan- his kabargah, rogan josh 
and alu dom are to die for.

The resurgence of hyper-local 
sub-ethnic retrospective of foods 
is not confi ned to the north. Pri-
ma Kurien has showcased many 
streams of Kerala cuisines in 
highly successful pop-ups in de lux 
hotels and Rajesh Raghunathan 
the Singing Chef from Tamil Nadu 
has spellbound his guests tantalis-
ing them with the sublime taste of 
pure vegetarian pulihora, kozham-
bu, poriayals, pachadis and more.

Others are also surfi ng on the 
vegetarian/satvik wave - cutting 
and polishing diamonds that are 
forever. Nishant Choubey, con-
sulting-celebrity chef, is fond of 
tweaking and adding just a twist 
to enhance the appeal of good old 
home fare to draw youngsters to 
his table. Roti-malai and Doo-
dhiya Kebab are two of his recrea-
tions. Doodhiya kebab is inspired 
by (now seldom encountered) the 
Taash Kebab in which thin pasan-
da were layered one over another 
like parting cards in a deck. To end 
the retro meal on a sweet note you 
can indulge in a barfi  or Muzaff ar.

The best thing is that you don’t 
have to dress up in fl ared bell-
bottomed trousers, ride the old 
dowager Ambassador car or the 
naughty-looking Beetle to enjoy 
retro food. Maybe, plug in the ear-
buds and swing to the rhythm of 
Bollywood hits when melody was 
queen! -ANI

REVIVAL OF THE RETRO FOODS
There are multiple factors that have 

contributed to this phenomenon. The 

relief from COVID restrictions has 

encouraged people to boldly venture out 

trying out long-lost fl avours.

The best way to embark on this exciting exploration is 

through food. The past it has been said is a foreign country 

but however hard we try to shake it off, it clings to us. 

Our contemporary identities are shaped by legacy and 

heritage. We are, what we eat or aspire to eat!
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The eff ects of India’s heat wave, one of 
dozens just this year, are all-encom-
passing. Temperatures topping 40°C 
(104°F) across the country have put 
millions at risk for heat-related ill-

nesses, decimated wheat crops, intensifi ed a power 
crisis and interrupted schooling.

India is not alone. Neighbouring Pakistan is also 
battling scorching temperatures before summer 
has even begun. And earlier this year, central South 
America was the hottest place on the planet before 
Western Australia claimed the title.

As the climate crisis exacerbates heat waves 
around the world and temperatures increasingly 
soar unseasonably early, countries are faced with 
the question of how to remain livable.

It comes down to wealth and preparedness
Ramping up electricity bills with air conditioning, 
cooling down with fans, working indoors — these 
options are only available to a privileged few.

“The story of climate change is one of high in-
equality and we’re seeing that playing out already 
in the poorest and hottest regions of the world,” said 
Tamma Carleton, assistant professor of economics 
at UC Santa Barbara’s Bren School of Environmen-
tal Science and Management.

Carleton co-authored a 2022 study that distilled 
a city’s ability to minimise deaths during extreme 
temperatures to two main factors: affl  uence and the 
number of hot days it experiences.

Money decides which technologies a city can af-
ford to shield its most vulnerable. And when these 
adaptation costs aren’t covered by the state, the bur-
den falls on individuals to fi nance their own protec-
tion, says Carleton. A situation that leaves the poor-
est high and dry.

But even wealthy cities can suff er if they are 
caught off  guard without an action plan. That hap-
pened in the Pacifi c Northwest of the US, a wealthy 
region known for its temperate climate, where more 
than 100 people were killed in last year’s heat wave.

 “We tend to see in our projections of climate 
change into the future that poorer places are going 
to be facing a really large increase in death risk and 
wealthier places are going to see an increase in ad-
aptation costs,” said Carleton.

Spurring into heat action
Just how high this death risk is in developing coun-
tries became clear when Ahmedabad, a city in west-
ern India’s Gujarat state, lost more than 1,344 peo-
ple as thermometers hit 47°C (116°F) in 2010.

The toll spurred the city into action. In 2013, it 
rolled out a plan that has prevented about 1,100 heat 
induced deaths each year since, according to a study.

The fi rst heat action plan in South Asia, it in-
cludes an early warning system, community out-
reach to vulnerable populations and education for 
health staff  about possible signs of heat exposure. 
It also organises cooling centers in buildings such 
as temples and malls as well as reduced or stag-
gered working times for outdoor laborers, among 
other things.

As India’s temperatures consistently surpass 
the baseline in spring and summer months, the 
Ahmedabad heat plan has since served as a template 
for similar models in 23 of the country’s 28 states.

But as high temperatures persist, these mod-
els undergo regular updates, according to Polash 
Mukherjee, Lead for Air Pollution and Climate Re-
silience at the Natural Resources Defence Council’s 
India programme. The non-profi t helped develop 
Ahmedabad’s heat action plan.

 “The focus has shifted signifi cantly in the last 
couple of years from merely protecting human 
health and mortality against extreme heat to more 
proactive measures,” said Mukherjee. “These in-
clude changing building by-laws so that new con-
structions are better insulated, and the cool roofs 
programme.”

A low-cost solution to reduce indoor tempera-
tures, the cool roofs program primarily targets 
badly insulated houses in slums where informal 
workers and other vulnerable groups reside. When 
a roof is coated with materials like lime-based 
whitewash or white tarp, it becomes more refl ec-
tive and absorbs less heat.

Cool pavements and green passages
Ideas like these are budding around the world. The 
Japanese capital Tokyo has introduced cool pave-
ments, which work with thermal-barrier coating, for 
example. Medellin in Colombia has planted “green 
corridors,” vegetated passages that off er more shade 
in public spaces, while the city of Toronto, Canada, 
off ers grants for people to install green or cool roofs.

Some cities have introduced heat offi  cers, whose 
task it is to coordinate the response to rising tem-
peratures.

Eugenia Kargbo became Africa’s fi rst heat offi  cer 
when she took the post in Freetown, Sierra Leone. 
A goal of hers is to provide refl ective market shade 
covers that protect women selling produce out-
doors. To make the capital more livable, she has also 
introduced a tree planting program, in which plant-
ers can collect micro-payments on an app.

 “This is the future I envision for my children and 
all the children in Freetown: A safe environment not 
limited by the risk of extreme heat,” she told DW’s 
EcoAfrica.

Focus on the climate crisis
Even as some regions fi nd ways to alleviate some 
of the eff ects of scorching heat waves, many scien-
tists emphasise that governments shouldn’t forget 
the root cause of the rising temperatures: the cli-
mate crisis.

Aditi Mukherji, who co-authored the water chap-
ter in the IPCC’s assessment on “Impacts, Adapta-
tion and Vulnerability,” says the onus to come up with 
solutions shouldn’t be on the most aff ected, who his-
torically have emitted the least amount of CO2.

“I feel that when it comes to these kinds of heat 
extremes, the only solution is that the high emit-
ting countries stop emissions immediately and stop 
burning fossil fuels,” she said. -DW

RECORD-BREAKING 
HEAT WAVES 
SHOW THE NEED 
TO ADAPT 
TO THE CLIMATE 
CRISIS NOW
As the 
climate 
crisis 
exacerbates 
heat waves 
around 
the world and 
temperatures 
increasingly 
soar unseasonably 
early, countries 
are faced 
with the 
question 
of how to 
remain 
livable.
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Vilnius Open Wushu Cup in Lithuania
Athletes compete at the Vilnius Open Wushu Cup in Vilnius, 

Lithuania. The Vilnius Open Wushu Cup opened on Saturday, 

drawing more than 50 students from local wushu clubs. Xinhua

People enjoy food at Athens Street Food Festival
An employee shows a sandwich at the Athens Street 

Food Festival in Athens, Greece. Xinhua

Nairobi City Marathon in Kenya
Runners participate in the half marathon during the 

Nairobi City Marathon in Nairobi, Kenya. Xinhua

Arshad Warsi and Chitrangada 
Singh at the promotion of 
video series ‘Modern Love’
Bollywood actors Arshad Warsi 

and Chitrangada Singh pose for 

a picture at the promotion of 

their upcoming Amazon Prime 

video series ‘Modern Love’, in 

Mumbai. ANI Photo

THE WORLD IN PICTURES New museum exhibit explores 
evolution of Kentucky Derby 

KENTUCKY: A new permanent 
exhibit at the Kentucky Derby 
Museum tells the story of how the 
horse race evolved over the years 
to become an iconic event.

The 500-square-foot  
(46-square-metre) exhibit called 
This is the Kentucky Derby on the 
fi rst fl oor of the museum in Louis-
ville, local offi  cials said.

The exhibit presented by Kroger 
explores the history, culture, spec-
tacle, economic impact and tradi-
tion of the race, the museum said 

in a statement. It answers ques-
tions including who started the 
Kentucky Derby, how it became 
a media sensation and how tradi-
tions like the mint julep and the 
garland of roses became steeped in 
its history.

Focal points of the exhibit in-
clude a replica Twin Spires and a 
replica garland of roses that hang 
from the ceiling.

“This is the Kentucky Derby! 
gives visitors the space and time to 
explore how the Run for the Roses 

became the greatest horse race 
in the world,” said Patrick Arm-
strong, president and CEO of the 
Kentucky Derby Museum.

Kentucky Derby Museum is an 
American Thoroughbred horse 
racing museum located on the 
grounds of Churchill Downs in 
Louisville, Kentucky in the USA. 
Dedicated to preserving the his-
tory of the Kentucky Derby, it fi rst 
opened its doors to the public in 
the spring of 1985. 

— ONA

I N  T H E  U S
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Maisarah Islamic continues to off er 

competitive fi nance profi t rates 
MUSCAT: Since the launch of its 
discounted profi t rates on select fi -
nance products, Maisarah Islamic 
Banking Services has witnessed 
a remarkable response from cus-
tomers across the Sultanate of 
Oman applying for auto fi nance, 
home fi nance and personal fi nance 
to meet their specifi c needs. 

The discounted profi t rates 
have attracted existing and new 
customers to open accounts with 
BankDhofar’s Sharia-compliant 
window, according to Mohammed 
Ahmed Al Maashani – Head of 
Distribution Network at Maisarah.

“As we continue to enhance our 
customer-centric banking solu-
tions with diverse off erings and 
attractive fi nance products, we 
are very pleased with the gener-
ated response of the campaign that 
attracted more new customers 
to open accounts with Maisarah 
throughout our branch network in 
all parts of Oman,” he noted.

“These revised profi t rates on 
auto fi nance, personal fi nance and 
home fi nance come with fl exible 
payment plans, fast approvals and 

easy documentation to make it 
easier for our customers to acquire 
fi nancing for personal use, build 
or purchase the house of their 
dreams, and own the automobile of 
their choice,” added Al Maashani.

As per the terms and conditions 
of Maisarah’s fi nance profi t rates, 
the starting profi t rate for auto 
fi nance is 3.45 per cent and it ap-
plies to new auto fi nance requests, 
valid through 31 May 2022. Mean-
while, 4.95 per cent is the starting 
profi t rate for home fi nance that is 
applicable for all new, additional 

and take-over of home fi nances 
from other banks. 

Additionally, the personal fi -
nance profi t rate starts at 4.99 
per cent and it is applicable for all 
new, additional and take-over of 
fi nances from other banks. Both 
home and personal fi nance off ers 
are valid through December 31.

Moreover, Maisarah’s custom-
ers can also utilise goods fi nance 
that covers up to 100 per cent of 
basic goods cost with a fl exible 
payment plan of up to 10 years, al-
lowing customers to furnish their 
homes, purchase gadgets and 
electronic appliances, meet their 
basic needs and enjoy a conveni-
ent and contemporary lifestyle of 
their choice. Customers can also 
pay for their children’s education 
with a fl exible fi nance period of 
up to 10 years via the Education 
Finance option that covers educa-
tion fees, the cost of books, etc. 

The Islamic window also off ers 
a property fi nance bundle with a 
fl exible payment tenure of up to 25 
years, covering up to 80 per cent 
of the property value. Property Fi-

nance is available for the purchase 
of ready-to-use, under-construc-
tion properties, as well as the cost 
of property renovation. What adds 
exclusive value to this package is 
that customers can own the share 
in the property equal to the con-
tribution they make on a monthly 
basis. Meanwhile, Maisarah also 
off ers an exclusive Commercial 
Finance option for salaried Omani 
nationals who are looking for an 
additional income stream with a 
fl exible payment plan for up to 15 
years. This type of fi nance allows 
for the purchase of commercial ve-
hicles, goods, equipment and real 
estate that would support custom-
ers in achieving their aspirations 
and contribute to their business 
growth and success.

For those who wish to travel for 
work or leisure, or even plan a Haj 
or Umrah trip, the exclusive travel 
fi nance solution covers all types of 
travelling-related expenses with 
a fi nance period of up to 3 years. 
This includes expenses of trans-
portation, accommodation, sight-
seeing and tourism packages. 

I S L A M I C  B A N K I N G  S E R V I C E S

Special summer off er 

at Anantara Salalah 
MUSCAT: Stay luxuriously local 
this May and June with savings 
on rooms and villas for citizens 
and residents of Oman. Indulge 
without the travel and choose Al 
Baleed Resort Salalah to experi-
ence the unrivalled hospitality 
and comfort of Anantara.

Dip toes in the infi nity pool, or 
your private villa pool and relax 
on the soft sand beach. Celebrate 
the rich cultures of Oman, savour 
the fi nest dishes from the fresh-
est local ingredients and most 
renowned international cuisines, 
and be pampered at Anantara 
Spa. Whether staying in a spa-
cious Deluxe Room or the mod-
ern elegance of a Beach Pool Vil-
la, comfort will be ensured every 
moment at Al Baleed Resort Sala-
lah by Anantara.

From 8 May to 30 June, spe-
cial rates for citizens and resi-
dents of Oman start at OMR 68 
per night for rooms and OMR 
118 for private pool villas. Every 
stay includes a sumptuous daily 
buff et breakfast and complimen-
tary scheduled resort activities 
for adults and kids. Families will 
benefi t from complimentary ac-
cess to the Albahhara Kids’ and 
Alshirae Teens’ clubs.

Spa indulgence will be at the 
fi ngertips of every summer guest 
with a reviving treatment pack-
age at just OMR 45 per person, 
including a sunburn soothing 
30-minute cucumber and aloe 
vera wrap and 30-minute tar-
geted massage to relax and re-

energise the back, head, or feet. 
For complete pampering, every 
spa guest will save a further 20% 
on additional treatments enjoyed 
that day.

Whether slipping into the re-
freshing waters of the 44-metre 
infi nity pool, relaxing and watch-
ing the world from the cabanas 
besides, or taking time for a cook-
ing class, luxury is waiting in 
Salalah this summer.

Stay off er is valid from 8 
May – 30 June for citizens 
and residents of Oman.
Package includes:
Q  Villa with private pool starting 

from OMR 118
Q   Complimentary buff et break-

fast for two adults and two kids 
below the age of 6

Q  Complimentary resort activi-
ties for kids and adults based on 
a weekly schedule

Q  Complimentary access to our 
Albahhara Kids’ and Alshirae 
Teens’ Club

Above rates are quoted per room 
per night and are subject to 8% 
service charge, 9% applicable 
government tax and 5% VAT.

Summer Spa Off er is valid 
from 8 May – 30 June 2022
Package includes:
Q  30-min Aloe Vera and Cucum-

ber Wrap (for sunburn)
Q  30-min Targeted Massage 

(back, head or feet), Save 20% 
on further Anantara Spa treat-
ments on the same day.

L U X U R I O U S  S T A Y

Mall of Muscat achieves record-
breaking footfalls during Eid holidays

MUSCAT: Mall of Muscat, 
Oman’s most luxurious mall has 
announced record-breaking foot-
falls during the recently concluded 
Eid holidays. 

More than 200,000 people visit-
ed the mall, the company said. Mall 
of Muscat is emerging as the new 
hotspot for mall-goers and shop-
pers, off ering visitors unique expe-
riences and creating the right mix 
of shopping and entertainment to 
attract loyal patrons to the mall.

The mall already has an ongo-
ing sales & promotional campaign 
‘Mall of Muscat Festival’ celebrat-
ing its 3rd Anniversary which 
further complemented the Eid Ac-
tivities. Mall of Muscat Festival is 
a 2-month-long promotional cam-
paign that started on 1 April and 
will conclude on 28 May. 

Some of the elements of the 
campaign are Shop and Win acti-
vation area, Weekend activities for 
kids (Thursday & Friday) includ-
ing indoor football for kids, face 
painting, a Hula hoop show, and 
magic shows. During Ramadan, 
the mall conducted a fi rst-of-a-
kind Night Bazaar which gave local 
businesses a platform to showcase 
their products off ering and off ered 
our valued guests a unique shop-
ping experience under the distinc-
tive night sky at the Walk Area on 
the 2nd Floor of the Mall.

During Eid Holidays, the Mall 
hosted a variety of mass entertain-
ment and international gigs which 
included a scintillating acrobatic 
show to entertain its visitors. The 
Mall also hosted a blockbuster 
musical show performed by Ji-
had Al Raisi, an emerging Omani 
singer who received a tremendous 
response. Visitors were thrilled 
to see these live events which dis-
played talents from Oman and 
abroad and bought cheer and fes-
tivity to one and all.

“At Mall of Muscat, we’ve cre-
ated the right mix of shopping 
and entertainment that not only 
complement each other but has 
also helped us increase our footfall 
signifi cantly to facilitate business 
growth for all our retail partners,” 
said Hussain Jamal – Head, Mall 
Operation, Mall of Muscat

“We design and craft events 
that not only increase visitor 
numbers but also position us as 
a leading destination of leisure 
and shopping. This Eid has been 
fantastic for us and our tenants 
and we thank our valued custom-
ers and retail partners for mak-
ing Mall of Muscat the most pre-

ferred destination for shopping 
and entertainment in the city,” 
added Hussain Jamal.

The mall organised several cam-
paigns and hosted varied activities 
since the start of 2022 which in-
cluded the Winter Festival, Moth-
er’s Day, Valentine’s Day, and many 
others to name a few. 

Regardless of the challenges 
imposed by COVID-19 business 
restrictions during the last 2 years, 
Mall of Muscat has remained re-
silient and continued on a path of 
business excellence resulting in 
not only increased footfalls but 
more importantly increase in cus-
tomer engagement and business 
for its valued tenants.

Winner of Oman’s Most Trust-
ed Brand award in the Shopping 
Malls category in January 2022, 
Mall of Muscat has positioned it-
self as a market leader introducing 
many signifi cant fashion, beauty, 
and F&B brands and setting indus-
try standards. The impressive list 
of shops and services is continu-
ously growing, so it is no surprise 
that the Mall of Muscat is consid-
ered the top-rated shopping and 
leisure destination in Oman.

Mall of Muscat is 

emerging as the new 

hotspot for mall-

goers and shoppers, 

off ering visitors 

unique experiences 

and creating the right 

mix of shopping and 

entertainment to 

attract loyal patrons 

to the mall

Toyota’s ‘Biggest Excitement’ campaign ending soon
MUSCAT: Own a Toyota and get 
a chance to benefi t from Toyota’s 
Biggest Excitement Campaign be-
fore it ends on May 19. 

Get service from 2 years/20,000 
km up to 8 years/80,000 km 
(whichever is earlier), 1-year in-
surance or cash gift in lieu of in-
surance OMR125 to OMR450, 
grand raffl  e Toyota Supra. Cus-
tomers also get a chance to Scratch 
and Win Laptop, iPhone 13, Fuel 
Card, and Apple Watch Series 5. 
Additionally, customers can get a 
chance to Walk-in and Win Apple 
Airpod 2 and Apple Watch Series 
5. (Prospective buyers may be ad-
vised that the benefi ts vary be-
tween model variants, model year 
and manufacturing year. Terms & 
Conditions apply. Visit the show-
room for exact details.) 

Toyota’s range in Oman is very 
popular and exciting.  The range 
includes the Yaris which delivers 

a dynamic driving experience. The 
Yaris sedan and Yaris Hatchback 
are equipped with a 1.5L engine. 
The 1.5-Litre four-cylinder engine 
can churn out a maximum output of 
106 hp and 14.3 kg-m of torque and 
is mated to the CVT transmission 
to off er a smooth shifting experi-
ence with excellent fuel effi  ciency.

The Toyota Corolla – the popu-
lar choice of people around the 
world has been developed from 

a driver and passenger’s point of 
view fi rst. The Corolla is also avail-
able in a Hybrid option. 

The sleek and stylish Toyota 
Camry has been one of the best-
sellers. Equipped with a range of 
exciting features, technology and 
more, the Camry is also available 
in 2.5L, 3.5L and Hybrid options. 

The Toyota Avalon is a state-
ment of luxury. It is equipped with 
a 3.5L V6 Engine, LED Headlamps 

with Adaptive Cornering Lamps, 
Premium Leather Seat Material, 
9” Navigation System with 14 JBL 
Speakers, Head-Up Display, Toyo-
ta Safety Sense and more. 

In the SUV range, customers 
can choose from the C-HR. The 
C-HR represents a leap forward 
in design, manufacturing and en-
gineering for Toyota. The C-HR 
off ers impressive fuel economy 
with 23.9 Kms/L as per GSO Con-
formity Certifi cate and carries 
a Hybrid battery warranty of 8 
Years/160,000 Kms. 

The Highlander off ers an im-
pressive fuel economy of 20 
Kms/L (GLE Grade) & 19.3 Kms/L 
(LTD Grade) as per GSO Conform-
ity Certifi cate and comes with 8 
Years/160,000 Kms Hybrid Bat-
tery Warranty.

The sporty and stylish RAV4 
ticks all the boxes when it comes to 
enjoying extraordinary moments.

P R O M O T I O N
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