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Abstract

Characteristics of Sport Content in the Omani Arabic Dailies: Study on
Content and Communicator

This descriptive study aims to analyze the sport content in the Omani Arabic dailies and
characteristics of the responsiable communicators. The study is based on the survey
method, and uses the theory of "functional constructivism" as a theoretical framework to
explain the results. It includes all sport materials published in the Oman Arabic daily
newspapers: 4l-waten, Oman, Al-shabiba, starting from March 2016 till the end of May
of the same year, using systematic random sample. The total number of sample was
fourteen issues from each newspaper. The study uses content analysis to analyze the
newspapers, while the questionnaire has been used to study the communicators, which
includes sports content producers and decision-makers such as heads of sport
departments, editors and representatives of the news.

The study has concluded with several results. First, that sport contents accounted for
20.3% of the overall contents proportion published in newspapers (under study). The
newspapers allocated 95.9% for written material, and 4.1% for the advertisments.
Second, the results also pointed out the increasing proportion of sports content
(anonymous sources), the dominance of sports competitions on topics published, and the
superiority of news pattern in the coverage of sports topics, and heavy reliance on
external sources to get a sports article.

Third, regarding the characteristics of sports’ communicators in the Omani Arabic
dailies, the results confirmed increasing rate of Bachelor degree holders reaching 85% of
the total communicators in the sports journalism. Forthm the results of the study also
pointed out the rise of professional qualification of most sports communicators studied,
as respondents who enrolled in training courses accounted for 92%. Although the
percentage of those who had got training programs in the field of media and journalism
work was 69%, but the proportion of those who had taken training in the field of sports
only reached to 31%. Fifth, the results of the study also confirmed that 77% of
respondents joined work in sports journalism because of their personal interests in sports
affairs, while 23% of them indicated that their faith in the importance of sport was the
main reason behind their choices.
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