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Muscat - His Majesty Sultan Haitham
bin Tarik received the credentials
of eight ambassadors of countries
accredited to the sultanate at Al
Barakah Palace on Wednesday.

On the sidelines of the credentials
presentation ceremony, the ambassa-
dors conveyed greetings of the leaders
of their countries along with their best
wishes of good health, happiness and
long life to His Majesty the Sultan and
the Omani people, and continuous
progress and prosperity under his wise
leadership. They also expressed their
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Leslie M Tsou, Ambassador of the USA

HM the Sultan receives
credentials of envoys

honour and delight in presenting their
credentials before His Majesty the
Sultan. They pledged their sincere ef-
forts to promote relations of their
countries with the sultanate in a man-
ner that serves the joint interests of
the Omani people and their own.

His Majesty the Sultan welcomed
the ambassadors and expressed his
gratitude for their leaders’ greetings
and best wishes. His Majesty the
Sultan affirmed to them that they
would receive all his support, besides
the government and the Omani peo-
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GLORIOUS YEARS

ple's in carrying out their duties.

The credentials presentation cere-
mony was attended by the Minister of
Interior, Foreign Minister, Head of the
Royal Protocols, Commander of the
Royal Guard of Oman and the military
aides to His Majesty the Sultan.

His Majesty the Sultan received the
credentials of:
> Leslie M Tsou, Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary Ambassador of Presi-
dent Donald Trump of the United
States of America

Continued on Page 02
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HM the Sultan receives credentials of envoys

Continued from Page 01

» Haji Sulaini bin Haji Said,
Extraordinary and Plenipoten-
tiary Ambassador of Sultan Haji
Hassanal Bolkiah of Brunei
Darussalam

» Jose Marcos, Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary Ambassador
of President Dr Jair Bolsonaro of
the Federative Republic of Brazil
» Mohammed Ahmed Fahmi
Ghoneim, Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary Ambassador of
President Abdel Fattah el Sisi of
the Arab Republic of Egypt

» Ayse Sozen Usluer, Extraordi-
nary and Plenipotentiary Ambas-
sador of President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan of the Republic of
Turkey

» Dr Tibor Szatmari, Extraordi-
nary and Plenipotentiary Ambas-
sador of President Janos Ader of
the Republic of Hungary

» Najmedin Muhametali, Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary
Ambassador  of  President
Kassym Jomart Tokayev of the
Republic of Kazakhstan

» Sheikh Jassim bin Abdulrah-
man bin Mohammed al Thani,
Extraordinary and Plenipoten-
tiary Ambassador of Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad al Thani, Emir
of the State of Qatar
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Dr Tibor Szatmari, Ambassador of Hungary

- o [—— T ———
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Shaddad al Musalmy
Muscat

Following closing of the ballots
on November 3 for the US presi-
dential elections, Americans in
Oman and Omanis, too, who
have been following the US elec-
tions keenly, anxiously await the
final results. Irrespective of who
wins, they hope to see more
engagement in Oman as there is
always room for more growth
in the relations between the
two countries.

The final results will decide
whether Republican Donald
Trump remains in the White
House for another four years or
his challenger Democrat Joe
Biden, best known as Barack
Obama's vice-president, will be
its next occupant. Biden has been
in US politics since the 1970s.

Speaking to Muscat Daily,
Richard Lewis Baltimore lll, for-
mer United States Ambassador
to Oman, who has been residing

Vi

Alex Suarez (L) and Ralph Reichard (R) supporters of the Democratic

party cheer as they attend a watch party in Miami, Florida, US (AFP)

in Muscat for the last 18 years,
said, "Whoever wins, | hope he
heals the divided nation. As for
relations, Oman has been a
good friend to US and whoever

wins this presidential election,
we hope to see our relations at
its best.”

US presidents are not decided
by the national vote, but by win-

ning enough states. The winner
in each state takes a certain
number of ‘electoral votes' based
roughly on the size of its popula-
tion. To win the White House,
270 electoral votes are needed.

Rebecca Olson, executive
director at Oman American Busi-
ness Center (American Cham-
ber of Commerce in Oman), said,
"It seems we may have to wait a
while for the final results. No
matter who wins, we trust that
Oman and the US will grow
and maintain their strong bilat-
eral relationship.”

She added, “The FTA between
the US and Oman, which spurs
investment and trade in goods
and services has benefited both
nations for over ten years, and
there is always room for more
growth. We are looking forward
to working with the elected
administration to continue the
work of promoting commercial
development between the US
and the sultanate. Now, to find

US election results awaited
with bated breath in US, Oman

out who it is!” Many Omanis too
are following the US elections
keenly. “A win by Trump is a
chance for him to engage more
in the Gulf region. Biden is likely
to win. However for me, there
would be not much difference
between the two. Trump is good
with the economy and Biden is
stable in his policies. But who-
ever wins, we hope he doesn't
push Oman to go deep into the
Oman-lIsraeli relations. Oman
does not need to be pressurised
into anything,” said media per-
sonality Khalfan al Taugi, who is
following US elections closely.

Taugi, who also invests in US
stock market, said, “For a small
time investor in the US stock
market, | think Trump is good. He
is a real businessman and
the economy was moving well
under him.”

The US and Oman share a
strong and dynamic relationship
which has grown over the years.

© @shadadm

Massive change planned
for Muscat governorate

Our Correspondent
Muscat

H E Sayyid Saud bin Hilal bin
Hamad al Busaidi, Minister of
State and the Governor of Mus-
cat, has issued Ministerial Deci-
sion No 72/2020 to form a
committee to manage change in
the Governorate of Muscat.

The decision confirmed that
the committee will follow the
progress of the change manage-
ment process in the governorate
and its administrative divisions
with  regard to  several
areas. They include strategic
planning, restructuring, legisla-
tion, rescheduling of powers, re-
engineering procedures, merging
the main committees, changing
the organisational culture, and
other related fields.

The decision also stipulates
that the committee will set the
general foundations, prepare the
change management plan, the
timetable for the stages, and
steps and procedures for imple-
menting the outputs of the
change plan. It will also ensure
achievement of integration and

harmonisation in the implemen-
tation of the change manage-
ment procedures in all sectors
according to a common vision.

The committee held its first
meeting on Tuesday to discuss
methods and  mechanisms
for implementing the tasks as-
signed to it.

The committee approved the
establishment of executive work
teams to manage change, such
as the information technology
team, the planning team, the
human resources team, the fi-
nance team, the administration
and services team, the legal af-
fairs team, and the media team.

H E Sayyid Busaidi recently is-
sued Ministerial Decision No
66/2020 to form a working
group to prepare a draft organi-
sational structure for the gover-
norate and its administrative
divisions. These decisions are
aimed at organising the work
sectors in Muscat by achieving
structural integration, improving
performance, and developing
work environment in line with
the future aspirations of Oman
Vision 2040.

Health Minister receives Swiss ambassador

Muscat - H E Dr Ahmed bin Mo-
hammed bin Obaid al Sa'eedi,
Minister of Health, on Wednes-
day received in his office H E Balz
Abplanalp, Ambassador of the
Swiss Confederation.

The meeting addressed
means of promoting bilateral co-
operation in the field of health, as
well as the joint initiatives on the
international level. The Swiss
envoy expressed the gratitude of
the Swiss community in the sul-
tanate to the ministry and the
medical staff for their efforts in
dealing the COVID-19 pandemic.

W
(Supplied photo)
|

MoH airlifts citizen from UAE

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Health's (MoH)
Directorate  of  Treatment
Abroad recently airlifted a citizen
from the UAE in a coordinated

exercise  involving  several
authorities in the sultanate
and abroad.

The citizen was on a family
trip in the UAE when he fell ill.
Following sudden deterioration
of his condition, he was admitted
in the intensive care unit of Al
Qassmi Hospital, Sharjah, and

put on ventilator.

‘The ministry exerts all efforts
within its human and financial
capacities in the fight against the
COVID-19 pandemic. Being an
integral part of the healthcare
system in enhancing the quality
of its services, the MoH's Direc-
torate of Treatment Abroad has
played a pioneering role during
these exceptional  circum-
stances. It has worked at full ca-
pacity to mitigate the impact of
the pandemic on the healthcare
recipients and those benefiting
from the department's services.’

Over 1,500 boxes of cigarettes seized

More than 1,500 boxes of cigarettes and 220kg of tobacco products

hidden in a truck were seized by the Oman Customs in Buraimi
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Tender Announcement

The Public Establishment for Industrial Estates
(Madayn) announces the following Tenders:

elendering System.

will be online only.

madayn.om

Tender Tender Last date Date of Typeof  Register Fee
Humbar MName of buying  submission wark Degrea (RO}
1A I.’.f._:--'[-_'l'IE ' Medical Fitness Center At - -,I:?| e
HG-7 Samail Industrial Cicy 18-11-2020 | 14-12-2020 | Consulting Secand o0
Consultancy Services for
(hatainled Design anc
. ~ ) Construction Si peryision of
B/ 2020/ PEIES Developrment of ) B
HELH infrastructure Facilities for | 18-11-2020 | 14-12-2020 | Consulting | First 150
new dpcoming Thumrait In-
dustrial City at Dhofar
Govemorate
9/2020/PEIE/|  E-Madayn Platfor RN | Fourth
HG-9 {Integral {8-11-2020/ 03-12-2020 ::nll.l I‘Ij? an =00

Interested Companies registered with Tender Board may obtain the Tender dotuments from the
E-Tendering website; httpsfetenderingt=nderboard gov.om against non-refundable payment
as mentioned above for each set of document. Tenders should be submittad on ling on given
wehsite. The Tenderer should enclose scan copy of Bank Guarantes ssued by any bank in the
Sultanate of Oman for the value of 1% of the Tender value validity for {50) days, and addressed
to The Chairman of Tender Committee mentionad in above tenders

1. Tender Inguiry: All correspondence pertaining to the TENDER Inguiry must be online at

2. eélendering System Inquiry: All correspondence pertaining to the eTendering System
technical support must be directed to the following helpdesk email address and phone
number: etenderhd(@ita gov.om and +968 24166670, 24166409 Note: Bid Submissian

Mo Document can beaccepted as Manual except Onginal Tender Bond. Scan Copy of Tender
Bond needs to be attached in system and original needs to be deposited before Bid Opening
Madayn is not bound to accept the lowest or any other Offer and has the right to cancel these

tenders and the tenderers have na right to claim for any compensations.

above

(@madaynoman
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Sodium Free
Drinking

A

It is beneficial to limit sodium intake

: _H.mlhlmhlnud . 5
- diabetes, heart or kidney disease.

' Call Toll-Free 800 71 222 or (51 9275 5522
Kl OmanDasis @ OmanOasisOfficial www.omanoasis.com
OMISIS WATER COMPANY LT POUBR: 67, PC: 124, Rusayl, Sultanate of Oman,
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Startup safeguards
cultural identity

g s
Enamel Pin

through craft items

Our Correspondent
Muscat

An Omani startup is producing
items with the idea of safeguard-
ing the cultural identity of
the country.

Abdullah Suleiman al Aufi, a
23 year old law student at Sultan
Qaboos University, and Thwiba
Saleh al Barwani, 22, an environ-
mental science student at the
University of Technology and

Applied  Sciences, set up
their project ‘Bordoghali’ in
November 2019.

Speaking to Muscat Daily, Aufi
said Bordoghali (orange colour)
is focused on designing, making
and selling craft items and tote
bags with iconic Omani ele-
ments. “The idea came from a
passion for visual content and art.
We started by drawing inspira-
tion from Omani culture and
artistic heritage.” The startup of-
fers modern lifestyle products
with a unique design.

“Oman has traditions that

Oman has traditions that must be
saved and we found that through
these products, we have a good
chance of doing that

ABDULLAH SULEIMAN AL AUFI

must be saved and we found that

through these products, we have

a good chance of doing that.”
Aufi said they started learning

online  marketing  following
the outbreak of the COVID-19
pandemic.

Talking about the challenges
they faced, he said, “Making a fi-
nancial plan for the products took

a lot of time. COVID-19 affected
suppliers which directly affected
our business.”

He said they have the support
of their families and friends in the
venture. Besides continuing to
design products that promote
Omani culture and heritage, they
hope to take the products to
other countries in the future.

The Royal Oman Police (ROP) has arrested 16 infiltrators who were attempting to enter the sultanate illegally. In a statement, ROP said, ‘Coast

Guard Police boats stopped a boat with infiltrators on board. The boat was stopped close to a beach in the Governorate of Muscat as they were
trying to enter the country. They were arrested and legal measures have been taken against them.’ (Supplied photo)

319 new cases of COVID-19,11
deathsreported on Wednesday

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Health (MoH) on
Wednesday confirmed 319 new
cases of the novel coronavirus
(COVID-19), taking the total to
116,847. The number of deaths
reported was 11, while the num-
ber of people who recovered was
363 in this period.

‘The number of recoveries has
increased to 106,903, while the
number of deaths is 1,279 now,’
an MoH statement said. As of
Wednesday, a total of 371 pa-
tients were admitted in health in-
stitutions, including 158 in ICUs.

MoH calls upon all to adhere
to the isolation procedures by

staying in an isolated room with
an attached toilet and serving the
isolated person from outside the
room as instructed. It said that

social distancing also helps curb
the spread of the virus. MoH ad-
vises all citizens and residents to
continue washing hands with
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Oct 26 422
Oct 27 466
Oct 28 614
Oct 29 to Nov 1 1,300
(Average - 325)

Nov 2 418
Nov 3 376
Nov 4 319

water and soap, avoid touching
the face, nose, mouth and eyes,
and following healthy habits
when coughing and sneezing.
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Air Arbia toflyto

Muscat from Nov 16

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman'’s Civil Aviation Authority
(CAA) has given permission to
Air Arabia Abu Dhabi to operate
biweekly flights between Abu
Dhabi and Muscat, starting from
November 16.

In a statement CAA said, 'Air
Arabia Abu Dhabi will operate
two flights a week between Mus-

cat International Airport and Abu
Dhabi International Airport,
starting from November 16.
The newly formed venture be-
tween Etihad and Air Arabia is
gradually adding new routes.
Last month, the budget carrier
announced the introduction of
flights to Kathmandu, Nepal,
from Abu Dhabi. It has also
started services to Dhaka and
Chattogram in Bangladesh.

MOE denies
closure of
school

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Education (MoE)
has refuted rumours that a
school was closed due to coron-
avirus infection.

‘The news circulating about
the closure of a school in the sul-
tanate due to infection with
COVID-19 is not true," Mok said
in a statement.

The ministry urged people to
obtain information only from its
official sources and avoid circu-
lating rumours and false news.

PRAYER TIMINGS

Fajr 4.58am
Sunrise 6.15am
Duhr 11.55am
Asr 3.07pm
Maghrib 5.31pm
Isha 6.43pm

Mol launches e-service
to register work contracts

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Labour (Mol)
has launched a new electronic
service to register the work con-
tracts of expatriate manpower
through the ministry’s website.

The ministry said that in case
of any change in the work con-
tract of non-Omani workforce,
employers must modify details
of the contract of employees.

‘To ensure the validity and
accuracy of the contract data,
the worker (second party) will
be required to review and ap-
prove the contract registered by
the employer (first party)
through the employment con-
tract acceptance service, using
the civil card or the mobile
phone card that has the Public
Key Infrastructure (PKI) elec-
tronic certification feature,’ the
ministry said.

WEATHER WATCH
MUSCAT TODAY DOHA
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Omani among 15
at Innovation

Week in Germany

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Young innovator Razan Hamed
al Kalbani has done Oman proud
by being one of 15 participants
chosen to take part in the Inno-
vation Week in Germany.

She is taking part in the event
virtually with her project ‘Break-
ing the Wall of Paint Absorbs
X-rays', for which she won first
place in the Falling Walls Lab
Competition 2020, organised
by the Research and Innovation
Department of the Ministry of
Higher Education, Research and
Innovation.

The Innovation Week is being
held from November 2 to 6 with
the participation of some of
the leading German universities,
including the University of
Stuttgart, Karlsruhe Institute of
Technology and the RWTH
Aachen University. During the
five-day period, participants take

Razan al Kalbani
won first place in the
Falling Walls Lab
Competition 2020
organised by the
Ministry of Higher
Education, Research
and Innovation

part in various scientific activities
and develop their innovative
projects in collaboration with
groups of scientists specialised in
their fields from the participating

universities.

The event also includes train-
ing workshops on how to obtain
research support, how to convert
research ideas into new products
and how to develop ideas and
deal with challenges.

Moreover, there are lectures
on creating and establishing
startups in the right way, individ-
ual mentoring and networking
opportunities to enrich the inno-
vative capabilities of the partici-
pants as well as hosting the
participants separately in one of
the specialised technological in-
stitutes.

At the end of the week, the
participants will give a presenta-
tion on their experience and how
they developed their innovations.

Razan will also represent the
sultanate in the Falling Walls Lab
Competition in Berlin, Germany
on November 8 and attend the
Falling Walls Conference on No-
vember 9.
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as part of the national drive to plant 10mn trees by 2030 (Supplied photos)

MANGROVE SEEDLINGS PLANTED IN NORTH BATINAH

The Environment Authority recently planted 1,000 mangrove seedlings in Khor Shinas in North Batinah to increase the area of mangrove forests

Madayn academy conducts studies on performance, cost

Muscat - Madayn Industrial
Academy has implemented a
series of training programmes
for the employees of the Pub-
lic Establishment for Industrial
Estates - Madayn and the
companies and factories invest-
ing in its industrial cities during
2020.

Announcing this, Dr Khamis
bin Said al Muniri, director gen-
eral, informed that the academy
has carried out several studies
and consultations during 2020,
which included a study of human

resources performance that tar-
geted all the employees of Ma-
dayn's head office, industrial
cities, Knowledge Oasis Muscat
and Al Mazunah Free Zone. An-
other study was carried out on
the operational cost for the units
and the industrial cities of Ma-
dayn.

“The human resources
performance analysis adopted
descriptive method where inter-
views were taken as the funda-
mental tool to ask direct
questions, followed by analysis,

Dr Khamis bin Said al Muniri

discussion, and drawing out re-
sults. In fact, these interviews
play a pivotal role in facilitating

discussions, analysis and inter-
pretation of the employees’ an-
swers,” Dr Muniri said.

He added, “Moreover, a ded-
icated form to the human re-
sources analysis was prepared
by the supervising committee
and was used in this study. Doc-
ument analysis was also em-
ployed for the tasks of the
directorates and departments,
job descriptions, and employ-
ees' data.”

He pointed out that these
analysis efforts will contribute

in getting acquainted with the
employees’ productivity in
terms of quantity, quality and
methodology used for carrying
out the tasks, work overload,
and ensure fair distribution of
human resources to keep in line
with the Madayn's objectives.

A study was also done to
analyse the operational cost of
the directorate and industrial
cities of Madayn.

“The analysis aimed at deter-
mining the accurate operational
cost and revenues for each di-

rectorate and industrial city so
that the top management can
take any related decisions in this
regard,” he said.

Agreements
Madayn, represented by the
academy, has signed a number
of agreements this year that
support its role and objectives.
Of these agreements, a coop-
eration programme was signed
with the Ministry of Higher Edu-
cation, Research and Innovation
to develop joint plans that link

the outputs of higher education
institutions with the investing
companies in the industrial cities
of Madayn.

Another agreement was
signed with Amazon for Environ-
ment and Sustainability to pro-
vide a healthy environment in
Madayn'’s industrial cities.

Through  the academy,
Madayn aims to enhance the
skills of national cadres and com-
plement the efforts made
by the sultanate to support
Omanisation.

OMSB launches National
E-learning Platform for Health

Muscat - Oman Medical Spe-
cialty Board (OMSB) launched
the National E-learning Platform
for Health - Tebyan - under the
patronage of H E Dr Ahmed bin
Mohammed al Sa’eedi, Minister
of Health and Chairman of
OMSB Board of Trustees, on
Wednesday.

The launch of the e-learning
platform is to support continua-
tion of the educational process in
the field of medical education
and its role in qualifying and
preparing medical personnel.
The platform also seeks to aid
the health sector in education
and development by using the
latest electronic technologies
anywhere and anytime from
credible sources.

The launch ceremony began
with a welcome speech by Dr
Hilal bin Ali al Sabti, OMSB exec-
utive president, followed by a
presentation on the platform and

its features. The platform aims to
contribute to the process of re-
mote medical education and
training for resident doctors of
the board and other medical
groups working in the health sec-
tor.

This will be done through lec-
tures and integrated training
courses available on the platform
in the remote learning manage-
ment system.

It also aims to improve the ed-
ucational process for Ministry of
Heath staff in the sultanate, en-
hancing the educational experi-
ence through attractive and
innovative means, contributing
to health awareness for the com-
munity, and partnering with the
relevant authorities to develop
and update innovative medical
education methods.

Through the platform, doctors
and health practitioners can
access various educational

resources and complete training
activities and practical exercises
in an interactive and interesting
way. At the end of the training
course, the participant receives
an electronic certificate ap-
proved by the OMSB.

Through the educational plat-
form, doctors can enrol in new
training courses based on the re-
quirements of the resident physi-
cian category, such as scientific
research methodology, commu-
nication skills, and infection pre-
vention and control.

These training courses have
been converted to either fully
electronic or blended where the
learner must finish the theoreti-
cal part of the course electroni-
cally before enrolling in practical
training that takes place usually
at the Medical Simulation and
Skills Development Centre of the
OMSB.
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Al Batinah

Chairman Report

Dear shareholders,

The group's income decreased from investing activity
in stocks, real estate and other activities, as well as the

company deals with,

Best regards,
Salah Bin Hilal Al-Mawally
Chairman

Unaudited Consolidated and parent company
statement of financial position as at 30 September 2020

suspension of Tadawul Financial Services Company Group
during the third quarter. the parent company incurred Ninemonths  Ni
anet loss of 179,550 Omani Rials compared to a net loss ended 30
of 80,438 Omani riyals for the same period last year, and w
the group incurred a net loss after tax of 519,955 Omani

Rials compared to a net loss of 497,709 Omani Rials for

the same period last year, and the net shareholders' T 5:?‘:
equlty‘ o! the parent company amounted Ilo|2.31 5137 Nt kit Wit (a3 Az1)
Omani Rials compared to 2,721,167 Omani Rials for the Total income (83,719)
same period last year. We hope that the economy will Salaries and other stalf costs (120,371}
recover from this pandemic soon, and the financial Genersl and administrative exp, 08,834}
markets will perform better, and we will strive to = Amonizations 1197.264)
achieve the best in the future, Finance cost (9,697}
Finally, | have the honors on behalf of the members of m“mm;’ m‘:j;:"}
the Board of Directors and the shareholders to extend |, pmm] bt i (519,198}
our deepest thanks and gratitude to His Majesty Sultan Income tax expenses {757
Haithem bin Tarig for his wise leadership and guidance et profit/{loss) after tax (519,955}
and pray to God to keep Oman and its people in peace  Unrealized fair value gains / {Loss)

and prosperity. | would also like to thank the esteemed  onfinancial assets through other
shareholders for their support and continued ‘T:':.T:::“'::‘“";’:: o) A58
encouragement of the company and the f.'.?prtal Market Reicama v e period (564,543
Authority, the banks and all the entities that the | o oo iiass) per share o7

£.£.ro.ub sl jloiiwlig duoiil) ikl 6.4 pi
Al Batinah Development & Investment Holding Co.SAOG

On behalf of the board of directors, | present the report Ason Ason Ason Ason
of Board of Directors and the unaudited financial b smm » 5‘“"’;‘;’;‘; ”s'l'“;’; » 5""“‘;‘;‘;
statements for the parent Company and the group for
the Nine months ended September 30, 2020, OMR OMR OMR OMR
The markets witnessed an improvement in the late Mon-Current Assets 1,568,390 1.661.376 2415263 2463444
third quarter, supported by the gradual recpeningand  Current Assets 731795 1,501,271 588480 731,859
easing of restrictions imposed on activities, but the Tﬂ::" :"‘“ mx 3-‘% 3,003,743 1};3;395
. g 3 re Capital 3,000/ 3,000, 3,000,000 3,000,000
challenges af'ld impacts of the Covid-19 pandemicand ol st 310079 $06.133 200478 suphng
markets and economic activities in general. The Muscatl  Retained samings (994,645 (353,356 1609,904) (21,327
Securities Market witnessed a decline of 9.2% since the | Investment fair value reserve (296.204) 1231.948) 1299,978) (232,525
% ; Hon-Cantrolling Intenest 31,000 33984 - -
beginning of this year, Total Shareholders equity 2,074,768 2,784,354 2,315,137 2,721,167
. Tatal non-cument Habdlities 28,607 18,120 2,20 16417
The Company performance during Total current liabilities 198,810 360,175 667,335 457,719
the Nine Months: Total equity and liabilities 2,302,185 3,162,649 3,003,743 3,195,303

Unaudited Consolidated and Parent Company statement of profit or loss and

other comprehensive income for the Nine months ended 30 September 2020

Parent company
nemonths  Nine months Nine months
ended 30 ended 30 ended 30
Septeber  September September
2019 2020 019
OMR OMR OMR
89,536 a o
321417} (90580} 254325
(231.881) {90,580] 25425
{135,176) (44,501) (42,233
(24.202) 135,209 {47,471]
6.361) 211} {211}
{13,496} (B.044) [13,238)
{11,732) {105} (27100
(260,967} (B8,970) (105,863)
(493 B48) [179,550) (80,438]
{4.861) - -
(497,709} 179,550) (80,438)
81,153 (44,588) 81,153
416,556  (224,138) 718
[u0nap 1D.006) 10,003)
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Lulu opens E-commerce, logistics centre

Lulu opened its new dedicated E-
commerce and Logistics Centre
at Seeb on Wednesday. H E Asila
bint Salim al Samsami, Under-
secretary in the Ministry of Com-
merce, Industry and Investment
Promotion, inaugurated the new
facility. This will serve as the lo-
gistics hub for the group’s grow-
ing e-commerce activity in
Oman.

Speaking from the sidelines of
the inauguration, H E Asila said,
“The COVID-19 pandemic is dis-
rupting our everyday life, impact-
ing it in ways we couldn't have
imagined 12 months ago. But in
the midst of this disruption we
are inspired by the efforts of in-
dustries across Oman as they
innovate to help us meet the
challenges we all now face, to
help us deal with this ‘new
normal’. One fine example of this
innovation is Lulu's new E-com-
merce and logistics centre in
Seeb. An expansion of the popu-
lar superstore's online presence,
it is an important showcase for
our great local products and of-
fers us all an easier, faster and
more comfortable way to shop.
We are delighted to see such de-
velopments.”

The online portal for multi-
category shopping in Oman, is

expected to deliver world-class
shopping experience to cus-
tomers, right in the comfort of
their homes. This Omni channel
approach to shopping will offer
multiple retail options to the cus-
tomers to choose from and opti-
mise Lulu’s distribution network
in Oman.

From everyday grocery, fresh
food and dairy products to trend-
ing electronics like smart phones,
laptops, tablets, mobile acces-
sories, in-vogue fashion clothing
and accessories, furniture, large
& small appliances, home fur-
nishings, as well as toys and
household products, customers

can get everything they need de-
livered right at their doorstep.
The expansive fleet of spe-
cially designed vehicles will be
instrumental in reaching these
products to your doorstep in a
safe and hygienic environment.
The vehicles are fitted with three
temperature controlled compart-

ments for frozen, chilled and am-
bient requirements.

The new logistics centre is
spread over an area of 125,000
sq ft and has a modern infra-
structure for more convenient
handling of goods. It has an ex-
pansive and modern fleet with
capability to meet the widest

possible range of customer de-
mands. The facility will act as an
exclusive fulfillment centre for
the entire spectrum of online
transactions and will cater to the
growing needs of the tech savvy
population of Oman.

Speaking on the opening of
the new logistics centre, Ananth

AV, director of Lulu Hypermar-
kets Oman & India, said, “The
opening of the new logistics cen-
tre demonstrates Lulu’s continu-
ous innovation and development
to serve its customers. It not only
marks an important milestone in
our growth but sets a benchmark
for our future projects. We hope
the new facility would boost on-
line sales and significantly ex-
pand our economic footprint in
the region.”

Shabeer K A, regional director
of Lulu Oman, remarked, “We
are working round the clock to
keep up with the growing de-
mand of our online customers
and make sure all of them get
what they need at this crucial
time - especially the elderly and
those who are more vulnerable.”

Customers can also shop on
the go by visiting www.luluhy-
permarket.com or by download-
ing the Lulu Shopping App to
enjoy a more convenient experi-
ence. A point to note is that the
new E-commerce and Logistics
Centre does not entertain walk-
in customers. Credit and debit
cards can be used for transac-
tions made through the online
channels. Lulu also provides safe
and secure payment gateways to
enhance security in payments.

Hibati to celebrate 50th
Day with draw

National

Meethaq Islamic Banking from
Bank Muscat has begun the
countdown to conduct a special
Hibati draw to celebrate the sul-
tanate’'s 50™ National Day on
November 18. Fifty lucky winners
will win prizes of RO1,000 each
during the special draw. All that
a customer needs to do is
maintain a minimum weekly bal-
ance of RO100 in their Hibati ac-
count from November 8-14 to be
eligible.

Meethaq is committed to pro-
moting a healthy savings habit in
Oman and has been growing
from strength to strength by
helping customers realise their
aspirations since its launch in
2013. The Hibati Savings account
is based on the unrestricted Mu-
darabah contract.

The cash prizes offered under
Hibati's 2020 prize draw scheme
are 'Hiba' (gift) from Meethag to
its customers and are paid out of
Mudarib’s (shareholders’) own
sources. The cash prizes are in
addition to the profit share of In-
vestment Account Holders

(IAHs) Mu-
darabah Pool as per the declared
profit-sharing weightages. With
prizes including 100 weekly
prizes of RO100 each and 10
monthly prizes of RO1,000 each,
Meethaq's Hibati offers one of
the biggest Sharia'a-compliant
cash prize schemes in Oman. Re-
cently 10 special prizes of
RO1,000 each were given away
on the occasion of the Omani
Women's Day in October. Also
mega prizes for the Hafawa seg-
ment are given away every quar-
ter which include 6 prizes of
RO5,000 each and 5 prizes of
RO10,000 each for customers
every quarter. A massive total of
over ROTmn will be given away
to 5,424 winners in 2020.
Meethagq actively participates
in all national events in order to
bring joy and happiness to its
customers and will continue to
conduct additional special prize
draws on a number of other spe-
cial occasions during the year.
For every RO100 in weekly
average balance during the

in the General

week, the customer shall be en-
titled for one entry to the special
draw.

Aninteresting highlight of the
Hibati scheme is that customers
are also eligible for monthly Mu-
darabah Profit as per the
declared profit-sharing weigh-
tage.

The Hibati savings scheme
helps customers realise their as-
pirations, while also boosting the
savings culture in Oman.

The Hibati account benefits
include attractive Mudarabah
profit rates, cash prizes through
draws, Visa debit card, no mini-
mum balance charges and
eBanking facilities. Launched in
2018, Hibati has boosted aware-
ness for lIslamic Banking in
Oman and has seen excellent re-
sponse from customers.

Every Meethaq product goes
through the process of Sharia'a
compliance certification by the
Sharia'a Supervisory Board and
is created in line with the guide-
lines of the Central Bank of
Oman.

OPPO inaugurates Reno Glow
technology on new Reno4 Series

Global technology brand, OPPO,
has unveiled yet another ground-
breaking technology, Reno Glow,
inaugurated on the new Reno4
Series, exclusively on the Reno4
Pro 5G smartphone, that was re-
cently launched in Oman. Con-
ceptualised and developed
entirely by the company's very
own R&D team, Reno Glow is
among OPPO’s more than
21,000 granted patents and
52,000 filed patent applications
globally. In addition to enhancing
the aesthetics of the phone, Reno
Glow also makes the surface
more resistant to fingerprints
and scratches.

The patented Reno Glow
technology is a unique diamond
cutting technique applied on
glass that gives the phones a
transparent, yet dazzling tone on
the back cover. Working with
traditional anti-glare (AG) glass,
OPPQO’s R&D team pioneered
new techniques of crystal drilling,
suspended coating and light path
texture to give the phones a
matte finish with glittery details.

Based on the design-led na-
ture of the Reno series, OPPO
worked with Pantone Color Insti-
tuteTM to jointly innovate an ex-
clusive Galactic Blue color for the
Reno4 series. Reno Glow was
then applied to the Galactic Blue
on Reno4 Pro 5G, making the
smartphone a symbol of youth
culture and fashion.

It took the OPPO design team
200 rounds of process and pa-
rameter adjustments to arrive at
the Reno Glow technique. As a
leading technology company,

OPPO has also pledged, in 2019,
US$7.2bn in R&D over the next
three years to integrate all its
products and users into a
multiple-access smart device
ecosystem.

The Reno Glow technique in-
volves three layers. Firstly, the
Crystal drilling technique forms
millions of micron-level prisma
crystal pits on the surface of
glass that glow under light, giving
the effect of a million twinkling
stars. An enhanced Suspended
coating technique reduces the
size of color particles in the glass
by 70 per cent and increases the
color accuracy by 16 times, giving
it a smooth, gradient effect.

And finally, the light-path tex-
ture was transformed so that the
UV transfer printing light paths in
the lower layer of the AG glass
processed the more than 3,000
light paths one by one, increasing
the reflection rate by of 20 per
cent to 30 per cent and giving a
three-dimensional effect. The end
result of Reno Glow gives the look
of a million crystal planes shining

like diamonds when hit by light.
Ethan Xue, president of OPPO
MEA, said, “Taking the Reno4
Series’ design focus to the next
level, we have invested in devel-
oping our own patented tech-
nigue to enhance the look and
feel of the phone, and ensure an
exclusive texture for OPPO
users. The Reno Glow diamond
cut techniqgue evolved over three
generations of R&D to produce a
unique hue that stands out.
"Keeping in mind our young
customers who are in with the
trends, we not only wanted to
give them a phone that they
want to be seen with, but also
one that understands their
needs. Despite constant usage,
the Reno Glow keeps the phone
looking clean and shiny without
picking up any fingerprints or
dirt. OPPO is dedicated to devel-
oping new ways to innovate and
lead by providing users with
unique features and top-class
performance.”
The phone
RO259.9.

is priced at

Hyundai offers exceptional prices on all the

The recently launched promotion
by OTE- Hyundai, offers excep-
tional prices on the entire model
line-up of Hyundai models,
prices starting as low as
RO3,888 on Grand i10, along
with an attractive cash-as-gift
ranging from RO1,712 to
RO5,606 and a manufacturer
warranty of up to 5 years/
100,000km - one of the best in
the industry. The promotion will
be valid only for a limited period
and the elements may vary for
different models; exact details
can be checked out at any of
the Hyundai showrooms closer
to you.

As part of the on-going pro-
motion, the popular model
Elantra is now available at
RO5,999 onwards and price of
the bold styled SUV Tucson
starts from RO6,999, after ad-
justing the cash-as-gift amount.
With such attractive prices, this
is indeed the best time to buy
your favourite Hyundai!

Hyundai's model line-up fea-
tures a bold design and each

loaded with a wide range of cut-
ting-edge safety technologies,
host of advanced driver assis-
tance systems and convenience
features, have been continuously

winning  renowned awards
across the globe for design, per-
formance, safety etc, delivering
great customer value.

Hyundai constantly provides
new values and experiences that
are unique to the brand and also
go beyond what customers of
today expect by combining ex-
ceptional performance with rea-
sonable price and emotional
elegance.

With many high value propo-

sitions as standard offering, most
of the Hyundai models remain as
one of the top-shopped vehicles
in their respective segment thus
not only offer great value for the
initial buyer but also has a high
demand in the used car market.

Hyundai's ability to under-
stand people’s desires and re-
spond quickly to the changing
needs of its customers by offer-
ing products with futuristic
global design and cutting-edge
technology has touched the
hearts of millions of customers
worldwide and is moving fast to-
wards becoming the most
beloved brand across the globe.

The first eco-focused vehicle
platform in the world, IONIQ -
Hybrid, with its trendy design
and an impressive mileage of
30.3km per litre, the game-
changing Veloster with its unique
expression of Hyundai's bolder
side, tech and styling, continues
to attract style conscious youth
as well as those interested in
eco-friendly driving.

Also, because of its distinct
offerings, Hyundai has been reg-
ularly winning top awards glob-
ally for its sophisticated product
design, uncompromising quality,
safety technology and excep-
tional value.

Hyundai, today, ranks among
the top automotive brands in
the world, and has already over-
taken several global majors in
quality.

With Hyundai many models
getting IIHS Top Safety Pick rat-
ing, the brand has the most num-
ber of IIHS Top Safety Pick+ and
Top Safety Pick awards in the in-
dustry.

Many Hyundai models also
have triumphed with multiple
Red Dot Awards for innovative
and creative design. In the region
too, Hyundai has been winning
many awards regularly and
adding to its awards tally is being

models

awarded as Oman's most
trusted car brand for two years in
a row. These awards are
testimony to Hyundai's high
quality products with futuristic
global design and cutting-edge
technology.

Hyundai has a strong pres-
ence in the passenger vehicles
category in Oman with its wide
range of Sedans and SUVs of-
fered with various engine options
and trim options.

Hyundai offers an array of
sedans in Oman including: Grand
i10, Accent, Elantra, Sonata and
Azera, while trend setter for the
modern youth continues to be
the Veloster. Hyundai Motor's
innovative Hybrid model lonig,
delivers an uncompromising de-
sign and driving experience cou-
pled with the latest in safety and
convenience technologies,
makes it an appealing choice for
a wide range of buyers.

OTE Group is the distributor
for Hyundai in Oman. For more
details please contact 800-
50003.

MEDC invests
RO7mnin
projects

In the current year Muscat Elec-
tricity Distribution Company
(MEDC) invested in a group of
electricity projects in Muscat
governorate, which cost approx-
imately RO7mn to operate, up-
grade stations and to expand
new power lines.

The total capacity of these
stations was 182 MVA. The plan
included four main projects, as
follows: Operating (Al Araimi
Boulevard station) with a capac-
ity of 3x20 MVA; Operating (the
Police Hospital Station) with a
capacity of 3x20 MVA; The proj-
ect of upgrading (Renaissance
station) in Amerat, 2x20 MVA
to 3x20 MVA; The project of up-
grading (Al Awabi station) in
Bausher from 3x6 MVA to 3x20
MVA.

These projects and invest-
ments came to cover the grow-
ing demand for electric power in
the governorate, and to increase
its efficiency and quality.
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Sohar International unveils
Sohar|Youth proposition

Driven by its vision to become a
world-class Omani services
company, Sohar International
has unveiled its newest proposi-
tion, Sohar|Youth. The new ac-
count type is in line with Sohar
International’'s commitment to-
wards creating a generation of fi-
nancially responsible future
business leaders in the country,
and caters to the ever-changing
lifestyles of today's young con-
sumer. The proposition will offer
the youth segment a wide range
of financial solutions across mul-
tiple stages of their personal and
professional lives.

On launching the proposition,
Khalil al Hedaifi, chief retail bank-
ing officer at Sohar International,
said, “The fast-paced evolving
world that today's young gener-
ation lives in, makes it challeng-
ing for them to step back and
plan the future for themselves.
Sohar International’s newly de-
veloped Youth proposition is part
of the bank’s strategy to ensure
that being a service-oriented or-
ganisation, we cater to the small-
est of financial needs of the
consumer, thereby encouraging
them to plan ahead and adopt
prudent financial practices.”

Amongst the many value
added features and services pro-
vided through the newly
launched proposition, the Youth
Account offers customers no
withdrawal fees at any ATM in-
side Oman, rewards on all pur-

chases, no minimum balance re-
quired to open the account,
monthly cash prizes with
dedicated  draws,

a nd
possibility of
opening the ac-
count in different cur-
rencies.

“In line with our principles to
provide more value, more veloc-
ity and more vision to our clients
and the nation at large, we
foresaw a need to establish
Sohar|Youth to emphasise on
the importance of financial inde-
pendence whilst encouraging the
youth to save by offering them
exciting incentives and unique
offers that helps them make fair
gains on their finances. Thisis an
actual reflection of the bank's
brand and identity stemming
from its vision and strategy that
define how we envisage our-
selves today and in the future in
order to better serve every de-
mographic of our customer
base,” added Hedaifi.

Similar to any account type,
there are some primary require-
ments for the individual to be el-
igible for the Sohar|Youth
proposition.

In order to be eligible to be-
come a Sohar|Youth customer,

the
individ-
ual's age
should range from

18 to 25 years old and
would require all the neces-
sary documentations that can be
done via the bank’s branches.
Sohar International is uniquely
positioned to effectively cater to
all customer segments within the
Sultanate, with differentiating
factors that accommodate
individual needs and enable
them to win.

Earlier this year, Sohar Inter-
national unveiled its Sohar|First
proposition to provide an
ecosystem of banking and non-
banking services to the mass af-
fluent segment offering them a
wide range of solutions that al-
lows them to save time and ef-
fort for their everyday needs, and
therefore enabling them to save

time to
enjoy
more important
moments.

life's

Sohar International con-
tinues to deliver with the sole
purpose of enabling people to
win, each in their own respective
way by investing in itself and its
capabilities. This will not only
contribute towards the enrich-
ment of our stakeholders, but
also towards developing the so-
cioeconomic scene within the
country thus making banking
more meaningful for the people
of Oman.

Be a guaranteed winner
with Malabar Gold
during this festive season

In a run up to the festive season,
Malabar Gold & Diamonds, one
among the largest jewellery re-
tailers globally with a strong re-
tail network of over 250 outlets
spread across ten countries, has
announced attractive in-store of-
fers to lure customers.

The latest campaign from the
brand gives customers the op-
portunity to win assured gold
coins on purchase of gold and di-
amond jewellery.

As part of the festive season,
Malabar Gold & Diamonds has
also unveiled the Festive Jew-
ellery collection, featuring the
most eye-catching and unique
trends in gold, diamond and pre-
cious gem jewellery, bound to
captivate jewellery lovers at the
best price.

An ‘Exclusive Jewellery Col-
lection’ has also been launched,
which features unique and one-
of-a-kind pieces, that was once
adorned by the royals and is sure
to make you look splendid at
special occasions. The latest
offer announced by Malabar
Gold & Diamonds gives cus-
tomers unmatched opportunities
to win gold coins for their gold or
diamond jewellery purchases.

Customers can win a guaran-
teed gold coin or up to 100 gold
coins instantly on purchase of
gold jewellery worth RO300 via
‘Scratch & Win' coupons from
November 6 until 13.

Adding to the above, cus-

tomers also get one gram gold
coin on diamond jewellery pur-
chase of RO400 and a half gram
gold coin on purchase of dia-
mond jewellery worth RO250.

“Jewellery shopping is on the
rise, due to the new collections
launched by us, as well as the
price appreciation in the past
months. However, every cus-
tomer now looks for an added in-
centive to make a purchase,
which is why we have created
this campaign, wherein cus-
tomers can get the best designs
at the best prices, while becom-
ing a guaranteed gold winner,”
said Shamlal Ahamed, MD - In-
ternational Operations, Malabar
Gold & Diamonds.

Ahamed was quite positive
about the upcoming season, re-
marking that there have been
positive changes in the last 10-15
days especially during weekends
and holidays.

He also added that on
Dhanteras day, all their stores
will have extended working
hours, to ensure that customers
get to safeguard their beliefs and
purchase their favourite jew-
ellery, while strictly adhering to
coronavirus protocol
mended by the authorities which
includes frequent store and sur-
face sanitisation, practicing so-
cial distancing, employee safety
checks, safe billing and jewellery
sanitisation after each trial.

The brand has also introduced

recom-

shopping options like contactless
shopping and video shopping, to
make it more convenient for cus-
tomers to continue shopping for
their favourite jewellery.

As the upward trend wit-
nessed by gold price is expected
to continue and outcome of crit-
ical events like US elections will
further push the price forward,
Malabar Gold & Diamonds also
gives customers the opportunity
to avail the gold rate protection
offer, designed in such a way that
they are protected from any in-
crease in gold rate and if the rate
reduces during purchase, they
get the lower rate. They can just
pay 10 per cent of the value as
advance and get gold rate pro-
tection until November 15. So
customers do not have to worry
about the volatility of the gold
price.

Malabar Gold & Diamonds
has incorporated the festive de-
signs as a part of various brands
presented at Malabar Gold & Di-
amonds’ namely Mine - Dia-
monds Unlimited, Era - Uncut
Diamond Jewellery, Precia - Gem
Jewellery, Divine- Indian Her-
itage Jewellery and Ethnix -
Handcrafted Designer Jewellery.

Malabar Gold & Diamonds is
the flagship company of Malabar
Group, a leading diversified In-
dian business conglomerate. The
company currently has 12 jew-
ellery brands to cater to the dis-
cerning needs of customers.

Enjoy international money
transter through BankDhofar

Within its efforts to provide con-
venient services to a wide range
of mobile banking users in the
community, BankDhofar intro-

duced
Money Transfer feature from
Western Union to non BankDho-

International  Instant

far customers. The service allows
mobile banking users to send
money instantly across the world
costing them only RO1.500 per
transaction to all countries, with-
out the need to open a bank ac-
count with BankDhofar.
Elaborating on that Abu Baker
Karim al Balushi, head of Digital
Banking at BankDhofar, noted,
“At BankDhofar, we are always
keen to provide convenient
banking experience to our cus-
tomers. Following the impressive
results and the success of the in-
stant international money trans-

fer through Western Union serv-
ice, we opted to enable this
service to non-BankDhofar cus-
tomers as well. Given the current
conditions of COVID-19, safe,
secure, and easily accessible
services are highly demanded,
especially when it comes to
money transfer. Non-customers
may easily transfer money inter-
nationally by opening a mobile
wallet account through our Mo-
bile Banking App.”

The addition of this feature for
non-customers comes after the
outstanding success of this serv-
ice since it was launched. Non-
BankDhofar customers may now
benefit from the feature and send
money, up to RO500, instantly
internationally at their conven-
ience, by opening a wallet ac-
count through BankDhofar's

Mobile Banking App.

BankDhofar is one of the lead-
ing banks in the sultanate in
deploying the latest technologies
and in providing cutting-edge
financial solutions. Western
Union is a global leader in cross-
border, cross-currency money
movement.

BankDhofar's Mobile Banking
App offers a wide range of exclu-
sive services that are available
only through its award winning
App. The services include; in-
stant transfer to any bank in the
Sultanate, cardless cash, mobile
top-up for all telecom providers
in the Sultanate, increasing with-
drawal limit to RO5,000, among
other services. BankDhofar cus-
tomers can access the financial
services through a wide network
of branches, ATMs and CDMs.

Investment Manager Report

On behalf of the Fund Management Board, | am pleased 1o present the
un-audited financial resuits of Al Hilal MENA Fund for the nine months period
ended 30 Sep 2020.

Number of units 3215700 3613700 3,409,000
Met asset value (RO} 2206954 2761830 2648787
Met asset value per unit (RO) (.686 0.764 0.777
Net profitiloss) (132,409) 184,208 224,254
* 12 moanifes FY 2019

Al Hilal MENA Fund has ended the third quarter with a gain of 6.19% compared
1o 12.41% gain of S&P Shariah Index and -0.51% of MSM Shariah Index. A
summary of the result is given hereunder:

** Last 000
Price **MoM (3 Months) *YTD
Al Hilal MENA Fund (.686 2.39% 6.19% -5,28%
S&P Shariah Index B32.46 3.39% 12.42% -0.78%
MSM Shariah Index 514.70 -1.92% -0.51% -3.99%
=35 af 30 Sap 2020

The COVID-19 impact that triggered the markets during February 2020 has
been brutal. Over the third quarter (Q3) of FY 2020, equity markets gave the
impression of normal service being resumed. On a quarter on quarter basis,
all regional markets ended on a double-digit retum except Abu Dhabi and
Oman's MSM. In general, market moments have been wild with year to date
retums still in negative territory for all the regional markets. On a year to date
basis only Saudi Arabia's Tadawul is closer to where it started off,

During the third quarter, Moody's Investors Service downgraded Kuwait's
long-term foreign and local currency issuer rating to A1 from Aa2, and
changed the outlook to stable. Qatar was affirmed at Aa3 by Moody's {outlook
stable) and Saudi Arabia was affirmed at A- by S&P with stable outlook.

On a global front, the value of intangible-heavy companies like Google
and Facebook soaring while real assets stocks languish. All of which
is a source of deep concern for those who consider macro scenario with
increasing debt to GOP levels.

Commodities had a negative month. The S&P GSCl index, which consists of a
basket of commodities including oil, metals and agricultural items, slumped
-3.64%, The recovery in oil prices halted, with the price of a crude oil futures
contract plunging -10.16%. The precious metals also faltered as the S&P
GSCI Gold and Silver indices fell -4.19% and -17.83% respectively.

A look Ahead

We emphasize the theme of a gradual recovery as the path forward for post
Covid-19 era. Qur 2020 base case lorecast calls for a 3-5% contraction in
regicnal gross domestic product (GOP), though as the fourth quarter began,
the growth appeared 1o be tracking toward the upper end of our forecast.

Policy response to the pandemic was key, and the region has been very
pragmatic in dealing with the fallout on the overall economy, Looking ahead,
the fundamental underpinnings of the markets are showing improvement with
the stabilizing oil prices and regional governments' inttiatives to spur growth
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INTERIM CONDENSED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
AS AT 30 SEP 2020

Assets

Financial assets af fair value
through profit or loss

Amaunt due from brokers
Cash and cash equivalents
Mher Recesvables

Total assets

Liahilities
Accruals and olher payables
Amount due {0 unitholders

Nel assets attributable to the
unitholders

Total liabilities and net assats
aftributable to the unitholders

Net assets per unit attributable
to the unitholders

Unaudited  Unaudited Audiled
Sep 2020  Sep 2019 Dec 2019
RO RO RO
1918716 2627086 2519506
- - 83.010
301,643 142404 48,375
2220359 2769490 2655891
13397 7,650 7,104

8 10
2206054 2761830 2648787
2220359 2769430 2655891
0,666 0.764 0.7

INTERIM CONDENSED STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME
FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 30 SEP 2020

Income
Dividend income
Other mcome
Wakala profit
Total iIncome

Net realised ( loss) fgain on sale
of financial assets al fair vale
through profit or loss

Net unrealesed (loss) fgain on
financial assets at fair value
through predit or loss

Expenses

Management fees

Custody fees

(eneral and administrative
Expanses

Total expenses

{Loss)/Profit and total
comprehansive (loss)/income
and (decrease)/increase In

net assets attributable to the
unitholders for the period/year

(Loss)/profit per unit

Unaudited  Unaudited Audited
Sep2020 Sep2019  Dec 2019
46,660 83,230 87,083
783
452 582 o2
48,095 83,862 97,665
(50,262) 153 947 199 482
_(89.894)  (17.008) __ 01.209)
(92,062} 230 80 295918
(20,83€) (25.596) (33 969)
{3,743) (4,373} {4,462
(15, 766) (16,822) (33,233
(40,347)  (46,591)  (71,6B4)
(132,409) iE-i.gl:_]_‘i _22-1_.2_54
(0u042) 0.050 0,062
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ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19

Thursday's skies are something of a mixed bag. The Cancer moon
roots you down on the home front and her smooth link to the sun
and dreamy Neptune make it easy to embrace down time or
reconnect with family members. Luna's only irritation comes from
a disagreement with “me-first” Mars and other-oriented Venus.
This can create minor tensions on the relationship front.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20

Today's cosmic landscape is mostly smooth sailing. The Cancer
moon reaches out warmly to both the sun and blissed out
Neptune—creating a peaceful sense of ease in all social
scenarios or relationship exchanges. Luna does butt heads with
Venus and irritable Mars though. This can stoke any latent
frustrations around the equilibrium of your work/life balance.

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21

It's easy to get down to business. The Cancer moon creates a
supportive alliance with the sun and visionary Neptune, making it
easy to excel with your workload or connect helpfully with co-
workers or those in authority in your field. The moon isn't fully
without conflict though, as she argues with artistic Venus and
Mars. This flares tensions around your creative aspirations.

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22

Embrace the centredness you're feeling. The moon cruises through
your sign, working to nurture your needs and reconnect you with
your health. Luna's pleasant link to the sun and Neptune makes for
a creatively dreamy day, ideal for charismatic acts of
self-expression. Yet, the moon's hard encounters with Mars and
Venus can stoke tensions between your public and personal life.

KIDS

DAILY

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22

Part of your life's mission is to embrace unabashed celebration of
the good things. Thursday's skies make that easy to do, as the
Cancer moon forms a pact with Neptune and the sun. Laying low,
spiritually recharging, and prioritising your alone time is the key to
your happiness today. Luna's squabble with Mars and Venus can
create minor friction around educational matters or travel plans.

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22

It's easy to move your goals along and feel good doing it. The
Cancer moon reaches out to the sun and Neptune, helping
create smooth and supportive social interactions that push your
ambitions forward. Luna faces a little bit of turbulence from her
squares to pleasure-seeking Venus and aggressive Mars,
creating potential frustration around finance resources.

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22

You're at your career peak. The Cancer moon helps elevate your
reputation and visibility in your field, and her smooth connection
to the sun and Neptune make it easy for you to push ahead with
your work agenda. Minor frictions erupt this evening when the
moon squares off to irritable Mars and love-hungry Venus. This
creates minor turbulence around relationship matters.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21

It's easy to shine. Any activity that has you in the spotlight
bodes well today, as the Cancer moon aligns with the
confidence-instilling sun and Neptune, boosting your charisma
and appeal in creative ventures. The only snag is the moon's
square to Venus and Mars, creating a sharp divide between

your desire to slack off and the work waiting to be done.

%

7
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SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER 21

It's not always easy for you to embrace your full range of
emotions. Thursday's skies make any stirred up feelings a little
easier to digest, as the cozy Cancer moon unites with Neptune
and the sun. It's an ideal day for intimate exchanges and laying
low. Luna's squabble with Venus can create some friction between
your creative pursuits and those involving the community.

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
Thursday's skies are socially sweet. The moon drifts happily
through Cancer, linking up the sun and Neptune. This gives you
sweet-talking abilities with a soft focus on intimate one-on-
ones. Any endeavour involving communication should run
smoothly. Luna's tense encounter with Venus and Mars cause
slight friction between your home life and career life.

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18

What craft is uniquely yours? That skill or hobby is looking to get
honed and perfected, and you have an ideal opportunity to make
that happen. The Cancer moon links up with the sun and
Neptune, helping you apply yourself towards your personal
projects with ease. Luna’s disagreement with Venus and
irascible Mars can create mental frustrations to wrestle with.

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20

Don't be afraid to share what you've been working on.
Thursday's skies offer a wonderful opportunity for you to step
into the spotlight and receive praise and encouragement for
your creative ventures. This is all as the Cancer moon aligns
with Neptune and the sun. The only snag is the moon's tussle
with Venus, which can create minor stresses over finances.

R
TEST YOUR

1. Of the following foods,
which one is the best source
of protein?

a. Butter

b. Fish

c. Lettuce

d. Milk

2. Karoline Mikkelsen was the
first woman to

a.reach North Pole

b. reach South Pole

c. climb Mt. Everest

d. set foot on the moon

3. Liquids transmit pressure
equally in all directions.
This is known as

a. Boyle-Pascal's Law

b. Pascal's Law

c. Archimedes' Principle

d. None of the above

g€ q:7 q:| isIomsuy

LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1to 9 and
only one instance of each number

8|6

5

7|1

4

N

O~ OO

WO o

Each game will present you with a matrix filled with letters.
The objective is to form words by linking adjacent letters - to the

left, right, on top, bottom, or
diagonal to each other.

worth two points, and so on.

Valid words must be at least three letters long.

Solution 20-25 words: Excellent, 15-20 words: Very good,
10-15 words: Good, 5-10 words: Average

The Boggles Classic game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words are valued at
one point for each letter in excess of two letters. A three letter word
is worth one point, a four letter word is

ANSWER

m|ou|ofon [ o] [~ o
On (00 |+ |51 [«D | ID) I~ |0
I~ |« i0|eu |00 |0 on[m
o [on [eofo [~ <[ [min
10 [0 M| [ou|oo]on [« |~
o (vt | [0 | U0 [ On |0 (0D WD
o[~ [<+]eo[m[eu [~ i0]ov
o0 100 |~ <+ |0 ]m |eu I~
[ [oufinon [~ |oo |0

You have three minutes to
find all the words
contained in this word.

Rules: Words should be at
least four letters long, proper
nouns and duplicates don't
count
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MEDICAL SUPPLY SERVICES /9" Winistry, Club, Company/Factory
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For any information please DR. KUMAR RAKESH Clean City LLC,
Contact us by phone call & WhatsApp | 92989109 = 97700963 | Opposite Al Nahada Hospital, Muscat, Oman

EDUCATION FURNITURE

WJ Towell Group Company A o For a leading home appliances company in Oman

Y * Fleet of 2,000 vehicles
; i\ . URGENTLY REQUIRED
N =~ ¥ ® Choose from a wide range -
, | | of brands & models O AC Technicians

O Home Appliances Technicians

* PDO, OXY and BP spec
vehicles available ey ernell TEsUE 10

Quality car rentals | e Attractive rates for short-term ha.vacancies@gmail.com
at COmpetrt“[e pr|CQS. & long-term lease

Interested candidates With NOC

Free Accounting Services for Ist year (SMEs)

A o Value Added Tax Services (VAT
Muscat 9014 6672, 9679 0684 ,.'; :ﬁ . J9| | U"“nﬂi‘*ﬂ“’}? o o
Sohar 9731 621 8 | Salalah 9429 9325 ":...;.‘ ORBlT ;.II{I:Cr:ljif:c?:v::'];r:;sa;m;:l:rilI software service

Contact +968 7218 6697/ T2NX995

E muail: ashaaalonuhe

www.orbit-oman.com

Car Rental & Lease

“conditions apply

INVESTOR VISA #RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL wrnce MARRIAGE NOTICE
[, Sonam ShaileshKumar Gandhi (holder of
Indian Passport No. Z 4227623) D/o Shailesh
Gandhi having permanent residence in

SEHVICES Aavishkar flat No 202 opp alirmala Road
Kalawad Road, Rajkot 360001 (Complete
- fo r postal address in India) and presently residing

at Muscat Post Box No. 100 Postal Code 438,
Sultanate of Oman (Complete postal address
in Sultanate of Oman), intend to marry Mr.
Vicky Chandrakant Mandavia (Holder of
Indian passport bearing No. T9494451, S/o
Chandrakant Mandavia having permanent
residence in 22 D Sunder Nagar, Near Mahavir
Nagar, Dahanukar wadi kandiwali, West
Mumbai 400067 (complete permanent
address) at embassy of India, Muscat. | swear
that | am marrying him/her at my own free will
and not under any duress and intimidation.
Any objection towards this marriage may
please be communicated to Embassy of India,
Muscat, Diplomatic Quarters, Al Kuwair, P.O
Box No. 1727, Postal Code No. 112, Ruwi,
Sultanate of Oman within 30 (thirty) days of
publication of this newspaper advertisement.

Golden opportunity for
INVESTOR VISA in Oman,
Residency, Investment
company without local
sponsor, furnished office,
complete documentation
and 1 year complete
business support.

Contact Al Mamari Global

+968-97447717,94279160
E-mail: kumar@almamarioman.com

SITUATION WANTED

More than 15 years Oman experienced Indian Lady Accounts /Admn ® For ENQUIRIES call

Personnel looking for managerial position. Contact 79587040 . 94021 502 . 9543? 921 . 93400&03

FREE CLASSIFIED LISTING

We only use Electro Chemically ¢ FREE ESTIMATES
TO ADVERTISEIN Activated Solution/disinfectant 4 24x7 AVAILABILITY _Muscat Daily now offers free classified listings for
MUSCAT DAILY CLASSIFIEDS which is safe and certified. © PROFESSIONAL T individuals in the f\f;\',';;;;"dg;f;\eg;;;ﬁ;;g;a;g;";:g::;g;jj/

CALL 99104346 OR E-MAIL Items/Car for Sale or Waptgd{Matrlmonlal Alliances
. . . ’? TGRS ¢ EMERGENCY SERVICES (il Il 22
dailyclassifieds@apexmedia.co.om G, AnD TRADING LLC s A D
A Subsidiary Unit of W.l. Toweall 2Ca. dailyclassifieds@apexmedia.co.om or call 99104346



10 | MUSCAT DAILY | THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 05, 2020

=

S
LA

-~ "\.

- ). =# !

y

|

£/

oy
e

tEna /
Dh&l"{' ef'ag’g g /

\

*

A

) W~

S EF N
2N

HAMPIONS

Liverpool's Portuguese striker Diogo Jota (right) scores past Atalanta's Italian goalkeeper Marco Sportiello during their UEFA Champions League match at the Atalanta stadium in Bergamo, Italy, on Tuesday

Liverpool, Bayern run riot as

CHAMPIONS LEAGUE
GROUP STAGE

Paris, France - Diogo Jota scored
a stunning hat-trick in Liverpool's
5-0 demolition of Atalantain the
Champions League on Tuesday,
as holders Bayern Munich scored
six and Real Madrid struck late to
beat Inter Milan in a thriller.

On a prolific night across Eu-
rope which also saw a rampant
Borussia Moenchengladbach hit
six in Ukraine, the star individual
performances came from Jota
and Alassane Plea.

Portugal forward Jota joined
Liverpool from Wolverhampton
Wanderers in September and
has wasted little time making an
impact with seven goals from
just five starts.

In  Bergamo, against an
Atalanta side who reached the
quarter-finals last season, Jota
was brought into the starting
line-up in place of Roberto
Firmino and required just 16
minutes to open the scoring.

Another emphatic  finish
allowed the 2019 Champions
League winners to double their
lead before the break, and Mo-
hamed Salah then broke away to
get the third just after the restart.

Salah set up Sadio Mane for
Liverpool's fourth before Jota got
his hat-trick goal as the English
Premier League champions
recorded their biggest win in
Europe since beating Porto 5-0
away in February 2018.

"I'm playing in the best team

Bayern Munich's Robert Lewandowski (right) celebrates with his teammate

Javier Martinez after defeating Salzburg in Salzburg on Tuesday (AFpP)

of my career so far. | don't know
if it's the best moment of my
career but obviously scoring
goals is my way of playing
football," Jota told BT Sport.
With three wins from three,
Liverpool are well on course to
top Group D, with Ajax and
Atalanta both five points back.
Ajax won 2-1 away to
Midtjylland in Denmark, as
Brazilian youngster Antony
opened the scoring in the first
minute and Dusan Tadic netted
from an indirect free-kick inside
the box soon after. Anders
Dreyer got one back for the
hosts, who remain pointless.
French forward Plea had
earlier scored a hat-trick as
Gladbach claimed a stunning
6-0 victory over Shakhtar
Donetsk in Kiev, the German

side's biggest European triumph
since their 1970s heyday.

The unfortunate Valeriy
Bondar scored an own goal, with
Ramy Bensebaini and Lars Stindl
also scoring as Gladbach went
top of Group B, a point clear of
Shakhtar and Real Madrid.

Rodrygo wins it
for Real Madrid
Real, the 13-time European
champions, ran out 3-2 winners
in a dramatic encounter with
Inter behind closed doors at the
Alfredo di Stefano Stadium, as
Vinicius Junior set up his fellow
Brazilian substitute Rodrygo to
lash in the decisive goal ten
minutes from time.

Karim Benzema had put the
hosts ahead and Sergio Ramos
headed in his 100" Madrid goal

in the 33" minute, but Lautaro
Martinez pulled one back shortly
after.

Inter were missing the injured
Romelu Lukaku but looked set to
escape with a draw when Ivan
Perisic  equalised  midway
through the second half, only for
Rodrygo to pounce and leave the
Italians bottom of the group.

Bayern make it
14in arow
Reigning champions Bayern have
now won a record-extending 14
consecutive Champions League
games after a 6-2 victory against
Salzburg in Austria.

German forward Mergim
Berisha gave Salzburg an early
lead only for Robert

Lewandowski to level from the
penalty spot, and a Rasmus
Kristensen own goal put Bayern
ahead before the break.

Japanese substitute Masaya
Okugawa  restored  parity
midway through the second half
only for Bayern to run away with
the game late on.

Jerome Boateng headed them
backin front, Leroy Sane got their
fourth  and  Lewandowski
strained to head in his 12'" of the
season, before Lucas Hernandez
wrapped up their win.

Hansi Flick's side are firmly in
control of Group A, five points
ahead of Atletico Madrid, who
drew 1-1 at Lokomotiv Moscow.

Jose Maria Gimenez's header
for Atletico was cancelled out by

Real Madrid edge Inter Milan

Anton Miranchuk's penalty.

Meanwhile Marseille’'s 3-0
loss away to Porto saw them
equal Anderlecht's record of 12
consecutive Champions League
defeats.

Moussa Marega gave Porto
an early lead before Dimitri Payet
blazed a penalty over for Mar-
seille.

Sergio Oliveira then scored
from the spot to make it 2-0 for
Porto and Luis Diaz sealed the
win for the home side in Group C.

Manchester City are firmly in
control of that section after Pep
Guardiola's side eased past
Olympiakos 3-0, with Ferran
Torres, Gabriel Jesus and Joao
Cancelo netting.

AFP

Real Madrid's Rodrygo (left) scores a goal against Inter Milan in Valdebebas, Madrid, on Tuesday

Australia’s golden
era swim coach
Talbot passes away
Long-time former Australia
coach Don Talbot has died at
87, with the swimming world
on Wednesday remembering
him as a legend of the sport
who oversaw his country's
golden era in the pool. Talbot
passed away peacefully on
November 3, Sport Australia
Hall of Fame said in a tribute.
He began his coaching career
in the 1950s and was
Australia's head swimming
coach during its peak in the
1990s and 2000s - including
at the 2000 Sydney
Olympics when Australia
produced their best result in
almost 30 years by winning
18 medals. Talbot guided the
4x100m relay team of
Michael Klim, Chris Fydler,
Ashley Callus and a 17 year
old lan Thorpe to break the
world record and stun the US
team who were heavy
favourites and had never
been beaten in the event
since its Olympic
introduction in 1964.

South Africa to
remain in Rugby
Championship

South Africa have committed
to the Rugby Championship
until 2030, organising body
SANZAAR said on
Wednesday, ending
speculation the World Cup
holders were set to shift to
Europe. The announcement
is a boon for the game in the
southern hemisphere, after
coronavirus disruption tore
Super Rugby apart and left
question marks over the
‘flagship’ Rugby Champ-
ionship. "The southern
hemisphere rugby powers
have recognised the need for
change in these difficult
times and have committed to
an international rugby future
through to 2030," SANZAAR
(South Africa, New Zealand,
Australia and Argentina
Rugby) said in a statement.

Debutant Gerloff on
standby with Rossi
still in doubt
Seven-time MotoGP
champion Valentino Rossi
remains a doubt for this
weekend's European Grand
Prix in Valencia after
contracting coronavirus, his
Yahama team said on
Wednesday. Rossi, 41, who
has featured in just five of
the season's 11 Grand Prixs to
date, will be replaced by
American Garrett Gerloff if
he fails to return two
negative tests, 48 hours
apart, ahead of the race.
"Today the ltalian will
undergo a new test," Yamaha
said Wednesday. "Should he
test negative, he will still
have enough time to
complete the required
second PCR test and fly to
Valencia. "Should Rossi be
deemed 'unfit' to ride in
Valencia, Gerloff will be
backed by the No 46 rider's
usual crew," the team added.
AFP

Maradona undergoes successful brain surgery

Buenos Aires, Argentina -
Argentine football great Diego
Maradona underwent success-
ful brain surgery for a blood clot
in a specialist private clinic in
Buenos Aires on
Tuesday, his doctor said.

"We managed to successfully
remove the clot. Diego coped
well with the surgery," Leopoldo
Lugue said at the icon's
private clinic in the capital
Buenos Aires.

"It's under control, there's a
little drainage (of blood). He'll
remain under observation."

World Cup winner Maradona
had been taken to hospital in La
Plata - where he is the coach of
top-flight side Gimnasia vy
Esgrima - on Monday for a series
of tests after feeling unwell.

A scan revealed the blood
clot, and on Tuesday he
was transferred to the
specialist clinic in a northern

neighbourhood of the capital.
Maradona, who turned 60 on
Friday, has suffered ill health
before. He has survived two
heart attacks, and also
contracted hepatitis and under-
gone gastric bypass surgery.
Groups of fans congregated
outside the clinic with banners
showing Maradona's face and
the words ‘Come on, Diego!’
Earlier on Tuesday, Lugue
insisted it was 'a routine

operation' and that Maradona
was 'lucid’ and 'calm’.

Argentine media speculated
the clot was the result of a blow
to the head.

Lugue said the clot was
'imperceptible’ and that those
suffering from one rarely
remembered receiving a knock
to the head.

Maradona's daughter Dalma
said she had visited her father
after his surgery but did not give

further details of his condition.
"l just want to thank everyone
for the constant displays of love
for my dad, for my sister and for
me, thanks to everyone who
prayed for him," she tweeted on
Wednesday morning.
Alongside Brazil's Pele, who
turned 80 last month, Maradona
is widely regarded as one of the
greatest football
players of all time.
AFP
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He is mature enough to do what is best for him: BCCI chief Ganguly

DRERAMN

DREAMMN

Sharjah, UAE - Rohit Sharma
made his return to IPL 2020 on
Tuesday, for the Mumbai Indians
against the Sunrisers Hyderabad,
after missing the past four
matches through injury.

His return was curiously
timed: it came a few hours after
BCCI president Sourav Ganguly
said that there was no timeline
for Rohit's return to the cricket
field and that the board would
'have to assess' his fitness status.

At the toss on Tuesday, when
Murali Kartik asked Sharma
whether 'everything was fit and
fine', the Mumbai captain let out
a short laugh and said, "Yeah,
looks like that." He was later dis-
missed for four, off seven balls.

Later in the night, after
Mumbai lost to the Sunrisers by
ten wickets, commentator Mark
Nicholas asked Rohit at the
presentation if his hamstring was
‘completely fine', Rohit said, "Ya,
absolutely,” with a smile.

"| was happy to be back, it's
been a while. | was going through
some tough times but, again,

I'was happy to be back, it’s been a
while. Iwas going through some
tough times but, again, good to be
back. 'm looking forward to play
a few more games here and then

see what happens.

ROHIT SHARMA

good to be back. I'm looking
forward to play a few more
games here and then see what
happens. Always nice to be on
the ground doing what | love to
do so very happy about it."
Rohit, who had not been
named in any of the three India
squads that were announced last
week for the Australia tour, last
played on October 18 against the
Kings XI Punjab, where he
suffered a left hamstring injury
while finishing a run at the end of
the first of the two Super Overs.
On October 23, the day Mum-
bai played against the Chennai
Super Kings, Mumbai issued a
brief statement saying Rohit was

9

making 'good progress'.

The confusion around Rohit
soared when soon after the an-
nouncement of the India squads,
the Mumbai franchise put out a
picture and then a video on their
social media of Rohit batting in
the nets on October 26. On
Monday, Mumbai once again
posted a video on their social
media of Rohit batting, further
adding to the intrigue over his
absence from the Australia tour.

It is too early to say if Rohit's
return to the field would affect
his chances of being selected for
the Australia tour which is
scheduled to start with the ODlIs
from November 27 in Sydney.

TODAY’S

MATCH
QUALIFIER 1

DUBAI, 6PM

)
; e
INDIANS

DELHI MUMBAI

CAPITALS INDIANS

|

The Indian contingent will
travel straight from the UAE to
Australia after the IPL finishes on
November 10.  Defending
champions Mumbai were the
first to make the playoffs and will
take on the Delhi Capitals on
Thursday in the Qualifier 1.

Nitin Patel, the Indian physio,
who is in the UAE, is understood
to have cautioned Rohit to not
rush back to the field, which
could completely rule him out of
the Australia tour. The serious-
ness of the injury and the team
management's concerns were
first expressed by India head
coach Ravi Shastri, followed by
Ganguly in the past few days.

On Tuesday, Ganguly said he
wanted Rohit to be cautious
before deciding whether to play
any more in the IPL.

"Rohit is injured at the
moment. Otherwise, why would
we leave out a player like him?
He is the vice-captain of the
national (limited-overs) team,"
Ganguly said. "We will have to
assess him. | don't know [when
he can come back]. He hasn't
played so far since the time he
has got injured. We want him to
recover.

"Yeah, you don't want him to
get injured again. He has a ham-
string tear and it will get ruptured
again. It will then get longer for
him to come back. But yes, there
are people working with him.

"The Mumbai Indians physio
is working with him. The Indian
physio [Nitin Patel] is there.
Rohit himself knows that he has
got a long career ahead and it's
not just this IPL or next series for
him. | am sure he is mature
enough to do what is best for
him."
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S Feeling good now. There is great
resilience in the side. We always
out our best foot forward.

David Warner

risers Hyderabad skipper, after his team made it to
playoffs with a win over Mumbai Indians, on Tuesday
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Sunrisers' Sandeep Sharma celebrates after picking a wicket against Mumbai Indians on Tuesday

Hyderabad’s Sandeep is
the powerplay Bumrah

Sharjah, UAE - Did you know
that Sunrisers Hyderabad's
Sandeep Sharma and Mumbai
Indians' Jasprit Bumrah have
virtually the same record in IPL
cricket? No seriously. They do.

One of them is a simple
medium pacer who, it might
seem, requires helpful conditions
to be at his best. The other is an
all-format bowling force. A once
in a generation cricketer. And
they have the same record.

So how come one gets
superstar billing and the other -
while being a staple of the IPL - is
largely looked over.

Well the simple reason is
Bumrah saves his team when the
whole damn game is on the line.
He comes on when Andre
Russell is starting to get hot. He
comes on when AB de Villiers is
looking to go 360. He comes on
when they go into a Super Over.
These are all  viciously
pressure-riddled scenarios and
Bumrah succeeds in them time
and time again.

That expressionless walk back
to the top of his mark. The breath
he takes before starting to runiin.
The awkward action. The
awesome pace. The breathtaking
clarity of mind. The machine-like
execution. It's like Hollywood
built a fast bowler and dropped
him in Ahmedabad for India to
enjoy.

Sandeep can't live up to that
billing. For one, he can't bowl
fast. And that limits your options
so badly. Bouncers can become
hit-me-for-six balls. Batsmen
have extra time to move around
the crease and mess up your
lines and lengths. You'll have to
arm yourself with variations. It's
a lot of work.

Luckily, Sandeep loves that.
He slogs through thousands of
overs in first-class cricket. Even
though no one watches that. It
might seem a silly gripe. But
wouldn't you want everyone to
know when you do something
well? Didn't you run over to
every single one of our family

A file photo of Jasprit Bumrah of Mumbai Indians during the 2020 IPL

members to show that exam in
which you got 100/100? Recog-
nition is important. In a world
dominated by social media, it can
even be life-changing. Sandeep
deserves it simply because he
does this one thing as good as
anybody else. Even Bumrah.

He owns top-order batsmen
in the IPL.

Here is a sample of his work.
He has dismissed Virat Kohli
seven times in 13 matches. He
has knocked over Rohit Sharma
four times in 14 matches. The
latest on Tuesday was the result
of a ball that moved in just a
smidge and just late enough to
mess with the timing of a chip
that was meant to carry over
mid-off. He has even taken down
T20's greatest batsman four
times in 11 innings. Chris Gayle
averages an anaemic 10.25 runs
against this mean old merchant
of the dibblies and dobblies.

Through the course of
Tuesday's game - one that the
Sunrisers had to win to make the
playoffs - Sandeep overtook a
World Cup winner in Zaheer
Khan to become the most
successful  bowler in IPL
powerplays. Of his 108 wickets in
the tournament so far, 62 belong
to openers and No 3s. This is his
game. This is his value. This is his
genius. Sandeep is the powerplay
Bumrah.

His round-arm action pushes
the ball in the opposite direction
to which he wants it to swing it
so that the movement is both
subtle enough and late enough to
beat the middle and take the
edge. But he knows if things don't
go for him, he will likely get
pasted. Sandeep isn't Hollywood.
But he's still very very good.

Cricinfo

Samuels, ‘the confident fellow’, retires

Kingston, Jamaica - Marlon
Samuels, the West Indies bats-
man who top-scored in both of
their World T20 final wins, has
retired from professional cricket.
Johnny Grave, the Cricket
West Indies (CWI) chief execu-
tive, confirmed to ESPNcricinfo
that Samuels had told CWI of
his retirement in June, having
last played in December 2018.
While Samuels' career ends
with underwhelming batting
averages, he was always a man
for the big occasion, as he
proved in both of West Indies'
World T20 wins. Perhaps his
finest innings came in the 2012
final in Colombo, when he saw

off and then took down two of
the format's top bowlers at the
time in Ajantha Mendis and
Lasith Malinga respectively.

Samuels was on 20 off 32
balls after ten overs of West In-
dies' innings, with the team
score just 32 for two, before
launching a stunning assault on
Malinga to finish on 78 off 56
balls. He then took one for 15 to
seal a comfortable win.

Four years later, he became
the only man to be player of the
match in two ICC global finals,
hitting 85 not out off 66 balls to
steer WI to a four-wicket win
against England in Kolkata.

His best batting perform-

ances were not limited to the
shortest format. He scored a
maiden Test hundred at Eden
Gardens as a 21 year old and had
a dominant period against the
red ball which saw him top score
in a series defeat in England in
2012, as well as making 260 -
his highest Test score - in
Bangladesh later that year.

In ODI cricket, he still holds
the record for the highest part-
nership for any wicket - 372 with
Chris Gayle, against Zimbabwe
in the 2015 World Cup.

Across formats, he made
11,134 international runs includ-
ing 17 centuries, and took 152
wickets with his quick off-
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breaks. He also represented
several T20 franchises around
the world later in his career.

No stranger to controversy,
Samuels defied a team curfew in
India in 2002 and was almost
sent home, and was banned for
two years from 2008 by the ICC
after he was found guilty of ‘re-
ceiving money, or benefit or
other reward that could bring
him or the game of cricket into
disrepute’.

During West Indies' aborted
2014 tour of India, he was the
only player to take a public
stance against ODI captain
Dwayne Bravo, and claimed he
had wanted to complete the

series. Samuels was never afraid
to stand his ground and have his
say. One defining image of his
career would come at the media
briefing after leading West
Indies to the 2016 World T20
title against England. Samuels
arrived on his own, sat sideways,
pads still on, spikes on the table,
and spoke his mind.

Andre Russell, Samuels' com-
patriot, disapproved of Samuels'
gesture. Recounting the incident
during the 2016 IPL, Russell
called Samuels a ‘'different
Jamaican' but summed up his
former teammate appropriately:
"He is a confident fellow."

Cricinfo
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luluhypermarket.com

World class online shopping experience,
now at your finger tips.

Lulu’'s expansive new facility, the E-commerce & Logistics Centre is redefining online shopping. From everyday
grocery, fresh food, dairy products to trending electronics like mobiles, laptops, tablets, smartphones, mobile
accessories, in-vogue fashion clothing & accessories; from furniture to large & small appliances, home
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Online shopping with a new
confidence

- Expansive fleet of temperature
controlled vehicles for delivery

- Epic selection

- Safe and secure payment
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Lulu Shopping app
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Where the world comes to shop
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LLOYDS STEPS UP JOB CUTS
Britain's biggest domestic bank Lloyds

said it is cutting 1070 jobs, accelerating
redundancies despite a return to profit in the
third quarter of this year

BUSINESS

MARKET WATCH

MSM30 3,535.97
BSE Sensex 40,616.14
FOREX RATES

(RO1 equals)

Indian Rs 193.45
Pakistani Rs 415.47
Bangladeshi Taka 220.76
Philippine Peso 125.75
Sri Lankan Rs 479.24

*Rates as on November 04
Source: xe.com
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German car sales
dip in October

New car sales in Germany fell
slightly in October, official data
showed on Wednesday, ahead
of renewed nationwide
restrictions to curb a second
coronavirus wave.

A total of 274,303 cars were
registered last month in
Europe's largest car market, a
drop of 3.6 per cent compared
with the year before, the KBA
transport authority said.

“The uncertain economic
outlook and the overall difficult
sales situation of many
companies has again led to a
sharp decline in registrations,”
said EY analyst Peter Fuss.

The dip came ahead of a
four-week ‘lockdown light'
announced by Chancellor
Angela Merkel, which curtails
gastronomy, leisure and
cultural activities for much of
November and promises to
subdue consumer spending.

Fuss said he was expecting
a ‘renewed decline in
willingness to buy among both
private individuals and
companies'.

Canada trade
deficit widens in
September

Canada's trade deficit widened
in September to C$3.3bn
(US$2.5bn) as both exports
and imports rose 1.5 per cent
but remained down from pre-
pandemic levels, the national
statistical agency said on
Wednesday.

The figure was up from a
C$3.2bn deficit in August,
which Statistics Canada revised
significantly upward in this
month's report. Economics had
forecast a C$2.2bn trade deficit
in September.

The deficit, commented
CIBC analyst Royce Mendes,
was ‘materially worse' than
expected.

According to the data,
Canadian exports rose to
C$45.5bn in the month, led by
higher sales abroad of timber -
which rose for a fifth
consecutive month to its
highest level in 14 years - and
aircrafts.

OECD area annual
inflation stable at
1.3% in September
Consumer prices in the
Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development
(OECD) area remained stable
at 1.3 per cent in September,
the organisation said on
Wednesday.

Energy prices continued to
fall in the month by 6.5 per
cent, but at a slower pace than
August (7 per cent), while food
price inflation slowed to 3.6 per
cent from 3.8 per cent in
August.

OECD annual inflation,
excluding food and energy,
picked up slightly to
1.7 per cent in September,
compared to 1.6 per cent in
August.

By contrast, Euro area
inflation fell marginally to 0.3
per cent in September from 0.2
per cent in August.

moves full steam ahead

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Dugm Refinery project is
progressing full steam ahead de-
spite the disruptions caused by
the COVID-19 pandemic. This
was the result of the dedication
displayed by a highly skilled and
motivated team of more than
21,000 manpower at the site
serving the three EPC contrac-
tors, Dugm Refinery and Petro-
chemical Industries Co (DRPIC)
said in a statement issued on
Wednesday.

DRPIC said the project is ex-
pected to be completed and
commissioned by the first quar-
ter of 2022. Since the start of
construction in 2019, the refinery
project has been a key driver for
economic growth in the Dugm
region. The commencement of
operations at Dugm Refinery will
further fuel economic growth in
Dugm and drive other industries
to flourish in the region.

The statement said that the
COVID-19 pandemic has dis-
rupted businesses around the
world with organisations adapt-
ing to it with various mitigation
plans. ‘By taking necessary pre-
cautions at the right time to en-
sure the safety of our staff and
without compromising on our
operations we have managed to
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Duqgm Refinery project

The project, which has already achieved 72%
completion rate, is expected to be
cominissioned by the first quarter of 2022

achieve an overall 72 per cent
progress to date,” DRPIC said.

‘Guided by our shareholders’
aspirations for the project to cre-
ate in-country value (ICV), the
project from the onset had a very
strong ICV component attached
to it. This resulted in over
US$1.7bn worth of contracts
value awarded for local goods
and services. Over US$200mn
worth of contract and services
were awarded to local SMEs,’ it
said.

The ICV contribution also ex-
tended to empowering commu-
nities and directly contributed to
support more than 600 training
opportunities for young people
that would provide them with
needed employability skills.

Dugm Refinery is a joint ven-
ture between two industry pio-
neers - OQ and Kuwait
Petroleum International. Once
the refinery starts operations, it
will have the capacity to process
around 230,000 barrels of crude

oil per day. Diesel, jet fuel, naph-
tha, and LPG are slated to be its
primary products.

Holding a strategic maritime
location in the path of interna-
tional shipping lines is a major
advantage for the refinery. Lo-
cated in the Special Economic
Zone at Dugm, the refinery proj-
ect will serve as a key driver for
growth in the region, encourag-
ing investment opportunities for
projects that would interface
with the refinery’s operations.

CBOissues warning
on illegal money
transfer business

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Central Bank of Oman
(CBO) on Wednesday warned
the public about the unlicensed
money collection and transfer
business.

It has come to the notice of
the CBO that there are non-li-
censed shops and individuals in
the sultanate who are engaged in
the conduct of international
money transfer through an appli-
cation called ‘Bkash’, the CBO
said in a statement.

‘The CBO, hereby, calls for the
public to be cautious and to with-
hold from utilising the money
transfer services offered by
shops and persons who are not
licenced by the central bank,’ the
CBO said.

The central bank further said

that the conduct of money trans-
fer business by non-licensed en-
tities/individuals is illegal and
incriminated pursuant to Omani
laws, and customers depending
on such illegal channels are vul-
nerable to the fraud risk and they
may lose their hard-earned
money.

The CBO warns all shops and
individuals that the collection
and transfer of money without a
licence are considered as viola-
tions under the provisions of
the Banking Law, the National
Payment System Law and the
Anti Money Laundering and
Countering the Financing of
Terrorism  (AML/CFT) Law,
and whoever commits any of
such violations shall be subject
to a number of punishments,
including imprisonment and
fines.

Raysut Cement returns to profit
after two loss-making quarters

Our Correspondent
Muscat

After two consecutive loss-mak-
ing quarters this year, Raysut Ce-
ment Company has returned to
the profit trail with a net group
profit of RO512,121 in the third
quarter ended September 30,
2020.

According to the company'’s
financial disclosure submitted to
the Muscat Securities Market,
Raysut Cement is seen to be
poised to weather the challenges
posed by the COVID-19 pan-
demic, which had taken a toll on
the company's financials since
the beginning of the year.

According to a press state-
ment issued by Raysut Cement,
the third quarter turnaround is a
significant come back even
though the company's losses in
the second quarter stood at
RO6.86mn. The losses have
been attributed to the impact
from the pandemic’'s widespread

negative impact the world
over and specifically on verticals
like construction, infrastructure
etc.

Returning to profitability was
a sign of its agility and resilience,
according to the company. The
comeback growth also should be
seen in the context of restraints
on supply to the company’s ex-
port markets because of the pan-
demic-related  transportation
issues.

In the third quarter of 2020,

Raysut Cement generated a
group revenue of RO20.4Tmn
against RO20.4mn in the same
period of last year. Raysut Ce-
ment said a significant share of
its revenue growth was con-
tributed by Sohar Cement Fac-
tory LLC which it acquired in
May 2019.

Raysut Cement recently ac-
quired a majority 75 per cent
stake in Lafarge Holcim Maldives
Ltd, a cement terminal located at
Thilafushi Islands, Maldives.

Bosses of state-owned firms
participate in OIA workshop

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman Investment Authority
(OIA) is continuing to hold a se-
ries of workshops for its holding
companies’ chairpersons and
CEOs as part of the 'Rawabet’
programme, which aims at es-
tablishing a comprehensive and
unified governance framework
for the state-owned enterprises
(SOEs).

The second workshop of OIA
started with a welcome note by
H E Abdulsalam bin Mohammed
bin  Abdullah al Murshidi,
president of the Oman Invest-
ment Authority, complementing
the dedication and cooperation
demonstrated by the SOEs
towards achieving the ultimate
objectives of ‘Rawabet’ pro-
gramme.

H E Murshidi highlighted the
matters covered in the first work-
shop including the grounds for
which the programme was es-

H E Qais bin Mohammed al
Yousef

tablished, focusing on the strate-
gic directions of the companies
and their alignment with the
Oman Vision 2040, particularly
highlighting partnership with and
empowerment of the private
sector.

The workshop also hosted H E
Qais bin Mohammed al Yousef,
Minister of Commerce, Industry,
and Investment Promotion. H E
Yousef stated that he looks for-

ward to the anticipated gover-
nance policies and frameworks
for the state-owned enterprises
to ensure the empowerment and
integration of the private sector
as well as to promote synergy
between the companies within
the business community at large.

H E Yousef also highlighted
the importance of cooperation
with the ministry in line with its
plans for private sector develop-
ment, the adoption of local
content approach through sup-
porting local products, and
prioritisation of local industries in
tenders. He further noted the
importance of empowering
SMEs, especially at this stage of
the changing economic land-
scape.

The workshop highlighted the
key pillars of the Rawabet pro-
gramme, namely corporate gov-
ernance of the state-owned
enterprises, strategic manage-
ment direction, and the synergies
between them.

Saudi Arabia to ease restrictions on foreign workers

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia - Saudi
Arabia said on Wednesday it will
ease key restrictions on millions
of foreign workers, as part of
plans to reform its long-criticised
labour policy.

Human rights groups have re-
peatedly called on the kingdom
to abolish its ‘kafala’ sponsorship
system, described by critics as a
modern form of slavery that
binds workers to their Saudi em-
ployers.

The Ministry of Human Re-
sources and Social Development
said that from March 14, expatri-
ates will no longer need their em-

ployers’ permission to change
jobs, travel or leave Saudi Arabia
- home to some 10mn foreigners.
‘This initiative will improve and
increase the efficiency of the
work environment,” the ministry
said in a statement carried by the
official Saudi Press Agency.

‘The exit and re-entry visa re-
forms allow expatriate workers
to travel... without the employer's
approval after submitting a re-
quest, [and] the employer will be
notified electronically of their de-
parture,’ it said.

Sattam Alharbi, a Deputy
Minister at the ministry, said the

A file photo shows foreign workers gathering outside Saudi immigration department as they try to get visas and

legalise their work situation in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia (AFP)

reforms will abolish ‘runaway’
reports against foreign workers
who do not report for duty,
which effectively renders them
criminals at risk of being jailed
and deported. “We aim to
achieve more inclusion for
Saudis, attract talent, improve
the working conditions, make
Saudi Arabia’'s labour market
more dynamic and productive,”
Alharbi said.

However, he said the new
regulations will not apply to
the country's 3.7mn domestic
workers.

AFP
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MSM inches down on weak activity

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The benchmark index of the Muscat Se-
curities Market (MSM) marginally fell
0.06 per cent to close at 3,535.97 points

on Wednesday.

Trading activity deteriorated from the
previous session as turnover declined
59.24 per cent to RO470,819 and vol-
umes fell 57.91 per cent to 1.93mn shares.

While Industrial index rose 0.35 per
cent, Financial and Services indices fell
0.03 per cent and 0.14 per cent, respec-
tively. The MSM Shariah Index closed
down by 0.05 per cent at 514.45 points.

Market breadth remained positive as

six companies closed up, while four com-

panies closed down. The rest 17 traded

stocks closed flat for the day.

Top gainers were SMN Power Holding
(3.9 per cent), Galfar Engineering & Con-

tracting (2.56 per cent), Al Anwar Ce-
ramic Tiles (1.49 per cent) and Al Maha
Ceramics (0.98 per cent).

The four losers were Oman National

Engineering & Investment (-2.75 per
cent), National Gas (-1.38 per cent), Al
Madina Takaful (-1.37 per cent) and
Ooredoo (-1.04 per cent).
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OPEC, Russia reaffirm
their commitment for
oil market stability

Vienna, Austria - A balanced and
stable oil market is a prerequisite
for post-pandemic recovery, ad-
equate investments and future
prosperity for consumers and
producers alike, affirmed the sev-
enth high-level meeting of the
OPEC-Russia Energy Dialogue,
hosted by OPEC, which took
place via videoconference on
Tuesday.

The meeting was co-chaired
by Mohammad Barkindo, secre-
tary general of OPEC, and
Alexander Novak, Minister of En-
ergy of the Russian Federation.

The OPEC-Russia Energy Dia-
logue continues to play a key role
in reinforcing and enhancing the
relationship between the two
parties, which was underscored
in the discussions at the meeting.

Barkindo highlighted that the
partnership with the Russian
Federation ‘has evolved into
a permanent, transformative
force-for-good in the energy
market; one that has had a pro-
foundly positive effect on the in-
dustry and the global economy'.

Mohammad Barkindo

Novak noted the high signifi-
cance that Russia places on the
dialogue with OPEC. He also
highlighted the OPEC Secre-
tariat's fundamental role in the
success of the Declaration of Co-
operation’s (DoC), realisation.

Both parties emphasised the
strategic importance of the rela-
tionship between OPEC and Rus-
sia, not only at the bilateral
dialogue level, but also through
the DoC and the Charter of Co-
operation, (CoC). This has been
proven in 2020 with DoC partic-
ipants embarking on the largest
production adjustments, and for

Alexander Novak

the longest period, in the history
of the oil industry.

The parties also noted the
high levels of conformity to
these production adjustments,
the encouraging momentum
they had brought to the oil mar-
ket and the knock-on positive ef-
fects to the global economy.
However, both parties recog-
nised that challenges and uncer-
tainties remain, and stated that
they continued to be steadfast in
their commitment to help rebal-
ance the market and achieve a
sustainable stability.

WAM

Flydubai to start direct flights to Tel Aviv

Dubai, UAE - Dubai budget air-
line flydubai said on Wednesday
it will start direct flights to Tel
Aviv this month, the first com-
mercial service between the
cities, after the UAE and Israel
agreed to normalise ties.

‘The carrier will operate 14
flights a week, offering a double
daily service between Dubai In-
ternational Airport and Tel Aviv
Ben Gurion Airport,’ it said in a

statement, adding that flights will
start from November 26.

The United Arab Emirates
signed a US-brokered deal in
September to formalise relations
with Israel, the first such agree-
ment by a Gulf Arab state.

"The start of scheduled flights
will contribute to economic de-
velopment and create further op-
portunities for investment,”
flydubai CEO Ghaith al Ghaith

said.

With their economies hard hit
by the coronavirus pandemic, the
UAE and Israel are hoping for
rapid dividends from the normal-
isation deal.

They have already signed
treaties on direct flights and visa-
free travel, along with accords on
investment protection, science
and technology.

AFP
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India’s SBIreports 52%j ]ump in profit

New Delhi, India - State Bank
of India’s (SBI) profit after tax
for the July-September period
(second quarter) of 2020-21 in-
creased by 52 per cent, an official
statement showed on Wednes-
day.

The bank clocked profit after
tax of ¥45.74bn for the quarter
ended September 30, 2020 as
compared to ¥30.12bn reported
during the corresponding quarter
a year ago, an increase of 51.88
per cent on year-on-year basis.

As per SBI, the profit after tax
in the first quarter of 2020-21

was ¥41.89bn.

Further, the net interest in-
come of the bank grew by 14.56
per cent on a year-on-year basis
in the recently concluded quar-
ter.

The statement added that the
net non-performing assets
(NPA) ratio during the quarter
was at 1.59 per cent, down 120
basis points on a year-on-year
and 27 basis points on a quarter-

on-quarter basis.

The total deposits have grown
at 14.41 per cent on a year-on-
year basis, out of which current
account deposits grew by 8.55
per cent, while saving bank de-
posits grew by 16.28 per cent, as
per the statement.

It also said home loans which
constitute 23 per cent of the
bank’s  domestic advances
grew by 10.34 per cent on a year-
on-year basis in the second
quarter of the current financial
year.

ANI

UAE central bank introduces new
regulation for payment services

Abu Dhabi, UAE -
ensure that stored value prod-
ucts and services are operated in
a secure, sound and efficient
manner in the UAE, the Central
Bank of the UAE (CBUAE) has is-
sued a new regulation on stored
value facilities (SVF).

By introducing this new regu-
lation for the providers of
SVFs, the CBUAE aims to facili-
tate fintech firms and other
non-bank  payment
providers easier access to the
UAE market while continuing to
safeguard the customers’ funds,
ensure proper business conduct
and support the development
of payment products and serv-
ices.

The scope of this regulation
includes licencing, supervision
and enforcement provisions ap-
plicable to the companies, which
are licenced to provide SVF. A
one-year transitional period will
commence on the date when the
regulation comes into force.
Firms already holding an SVF li-

In an effort to

service

| ¥

cence granted under the previ-
ous regulatory framework may
continue operating. Neverthe-
less, they are required to com-
plete the implementation of the
relevant measures set out in the
new regulation by the end of the
transition period.

Abdulhamid M Saeed Alah-
madi, governor of the Central
Bank of the UAE, said, “We are
confident that the new SVF
regulation will strengthen the

public's confidence in the use
of digital products and services
and foster further development
and innovation across the
payments industry. This regula-
tion will ensure a level playing
field for market participants and
will help maintain the UAE's sta-
tus as an international financial
centre and a leading payment
hub.”

“The new regulation consti-
tutes an important milestone in

[

the continued development of a
robust regulatory framework for
stored value facilities and the
digital payments industry as a
whole. It is in line with the
CBUAE's objectives aimed at
safeguarding the stability and in-
tegrity of the financial system
and payment infrastructure in
the UAE, and facilitating further
development of digital pay-
ments,” Alahmadi added.
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This photograph taken on Wednesday, shows the closed toy department of a supermarket in Paris, on the sixth day of a lockdown (AFp)

Fresh recession fears rise as
Europe enters new lockdowns

Brussels, Belgium - New lock-
downs across Europe will seri-
ously affect a nascent economic
recovery, but not hurt as badly as
during the first coronavirus wave
last spring, top officials said on
Tuesday.

“The tightening of contain-
ment measures will evidently
have an impact on economic ac-
tivity,” the EU's economic affairs
commissioner Paolo Gentiloni
told reporters.

“But there are some reasons
to believe that the impact could
be smaller than in spring,” he
added.

However, Gentiloni cautioned
that forecasts were very difficult
to make given the unpredictable

progression of the coronavirus
that has infected over 10mn peo-
ple in Europe.

Klaus Regling, the head of the
eurozone's bailout fund, the Eu-

cently, are now becoming our
new baseline it seems,” he
added, though he also was opti-
mistic the situation would be an
improvement from the economic

The tightening of containment
measures will evidently have an
Impact on economic activity

PAOLO GENTILONI

ropean Stability Mechanism, said
the deterioration of the health
situation 'has substantially in-
creased the risks of a double dip
recession’ in the 19 countries that
use the euro single currency.
“"What we considered to be
downside scenarios until re-

crash seen in March.

The officials spoke after a
meeting of eurozone finance
ministers who urged quick ap-
proval of a massive EU stimulus
package that is blocked in nego-
tiations between European Par-
liament and member states.

Eurogroup chief Paschal
Donohoe pushed member states
and MEPs to maintain a ‘unity of
purpose’ to swiftly agree the
package.

It is 'an urgent priority for all of
us because of its crucial impor-
tance in supporting economic re-
covery in the coming years', said
Donohoe who is also the Irish Fi-
nance Minister.

Official
showed that the eurozone econ-
omy soared by 12.7 per cent in
the third quarter. The figure was
historic, but it follows an equally
unprecedented collapse of 11.8
per cent from April to June as a
result of pandemic.

AFP

data last week

BMW reports higher third quarter profit

Frankfurt, Germany - German
luxury carmaker BMW on
Wednesday warned that new
pandemic restrictions would ‘se-
verely” hit business in the months
ahead, even as it reported better
than expected third quarter prof-
its.

The coronavirus ‘will remain
the biggest of many risks’, chief
executive Oliver Zipse told
a virtual press conference, as
‘new lockdowns could severely
impact our business develop-
ment in the fourth quarter and
early 2021

The Munich-based company
posted a net profit of €1.8bn in
the three months to September,
up from €1.5bn in the same pe-
riod last year as it recovered from
the impact of lockdowns early in

2020, BMW said in a statement.
Group sales were down 1.4

per cent
€26.3bn.
The results beat analysts' pre-
dictions of third quarter net profit
of €1.5bn on sales of €26.1bn, ac-

year-on-year to

cording to the FactSet financial
information service.

BMW suffered its first loss in
ten years in the second quarter
after the pandemic shuttered
showrooms, closed factories and
ravaged demand in the spring

but the auto market bounced
back strongly as restrictions
were eased.

Following a better third quar-
ter, ‘the pandemic is now clearly
regaining momentum’, BMW
said. The company confirmed its
full year outlook, forecasting a
significant fall in earnings and car
sales for 2020.

Brexit will also ‘contribute to
uncertainty’, with BMW main-
taining a large presence in Britain
at its Mini factory in Oxford.

Operating profit at BMW's
automobiles segment, which in-
cludes its Mini and Rolls-Royce
marques, fell 2.5 per cent to
€1.5bn with more than 675,000
cars delivered worldwide in the
third quarter.

AFP

US export jJump narrows
Sept trade gap to $63.9bn

Washington, US - A jump in soy-
bean exports and sharp drop in
cell phone imports led to a 4.7
per cent narrowing of the US
trade deficit in September, ac-
cording to government data re-
leased on Wednesday.

The drop in the trade gap to
US$63.9bn could be hailed as a
win for President Donald Trump
who made an aggressive trade
strategy with China a hallmark of
his first term in office.

The ‘phase one' trade agree-
ment reached early this year in-
cluded
Beijing to buy huge amounts of

commitments  from

US crops.

On the day after the US pres-
idential election there is no clear
winner in the contest between
Trump and former vice president
Joe Biden to see who will preside
over the White House and trade
policy starting in January.

Total US exports in Septem-
ber rose to US$176.4bn, and
though imports also rose, to
US$240.2bn, the increase was
minimal, according to the Com-
merce Department data.

Overseas sales of soybeans -
of which China is a key buyer -
surged by US$1.4bn.

And the data also showed
that the US trade gap with China
dropped by US$2.1bn in the
month to US$24.3bn.

Trump had made cutting that
figure a goal of his policy that
imposed steep tariffs on billions
of dollars in imported goods,
a strategy many economists
say have hurt US firms and farm-
ers.

Car imports surged by
US$2.4bn in the month, but cell
phone purchases fell by nearly
the same amount, according to
the report.

AFP

Overseas sales of American soybeans - of which China is a key buyer - surged by US$1.4bn

Dutch govt backs KLM bailout
after pilots agree to pay cut

The Hague, Netherlands - The
Dutch government on Tuesday
approved a multi-billion-euro
coronavirus bailout for struggling
airline KLM after pilots agreed a
five-year pay cut deal.

Finance Minister Wopke
Hoekstra on Saturday dramati-
cally suspended plans to rescue
the beleaguered Dutch arm of
Air France-KLM after unions re-
fused to budge.

But after KLM announced
that the pilots’ union had
backed down, the government
said it was now ready to sign
off on the €3.4bn state aid injec-
tion.

‘Intensive consultations’ be-
tween KLM and the unions led to
a 'positive outcome’, Hoekstra
and Infrastructure Minister Cora
van Nieuwenhuizen said in a let-
ter to parliament.

‘The Cabinet can therefore
agree to its restructuring plan
and has since confirmed this to
the KLM management board,’
they wrote.

KLM chief executive Pieter El-
bers had earlier announced the
deal with the pilots’ union, hailing

Dutch airline KLM planes are parked on the tarmac of the Schiphol

Airport, in the outskirts of Amsterdam, Netherlands on March 18 (AFp)

it as an ‘important step’ for the
airline's survival.

“The past few days have been
incredibly intensive for everyone,
with great pressure on the com-
pany, negative impact on reputa-
tion and internal divisions,” he
said.

“But in the end we, as KLM
and unions, came to an agree-
ment.”

The suspension of the rescue
plan had put the future of the
world's oldest airline at risk as it
struggles to deal with the impact
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

In the spring, Paris gave Air
France €7bn in loans, and The
Hague also granted KLM state
aid.

But arguments over the re-
structuring plan for KLM meant
that the government kept back
most of the money.

KLM chief Elbers admitted
that the coronavirus pandemic
meant the airline was ‘asking a
lot from all colleagues'.

“This unprecedented time re-
quires unprecedented and un-
usual steps,” he said.

AFP

No breakthrough as EU, UK locked in crunch talks

London, UK - EU and British ne-
gotiators are holding face-to-
face talks in locked-down
Brussels to try to find a last-
minute accord on post-Brexit
ties, officials said on Tuesday,
with no sign yet of a break-
through.

A European
spokesman dismissed British
newspaper reports that the two
sides had resolved the thorny
issue of an EU demand to con-
tinue fishing in UK waters.

“"We have not yet found a so-
lution on fisheries,” spokesman
Daniel Ferrie told journalists.

He said that the EU's chief ne-
gotiator, Michel Barnier, and his
British counterpart, David Frost,
were meeting in Brussels with
their teams.

Their physical presence high-
lighted the critical juncture of the
talks.

Commission

Belgium is now under tight re-
strictions to curb a second wave
of the coronavirus pandemic,
with all workers - including those
at the commission - told to stay
away from their offices unless
there was no other option.

Britain and the EU have only
days left to strike an agreement
on their future trading, security
and energy relations if they want
it to be ratified and in force be-
fore January 1, 2021, when a
post-Brexit transitional arrange-
ment comes to an end.

The search for an accord has
become even more high-stakes
because of the devastating im-
pact of the new coronavirus on
the British and EU economies.

British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson seriously undermined
EU trust in September by intro-
ducing a bill to breach parts of
the Brexit divorce treaty, the

Withdrawal Agreement, that
was reached late last year.

The bill, still passing through
the UK parliament, intends to
override a section of the With-
drawal Agreement dealing with
trade between Northern Ireland
and the rest of the United King-
dom. Under the treaty, Northern
Ireland has a special status keep-
ing it within the orbit of the EU’s
single market when it comes to
goods. That aims to maintain
peace on the island of Ireland by
avoiding any north-south border.

The EU last month launched
legal action against Britain over
the bill.

Ferrie said 'to date, the EU has
received no reply from the UK’
despite an end-of-October dead-
line to respond to a formal letter
demanding explanations.

“We are therefore considering
the next steps, including issuing

a reasoned opinion,” he said.

That is the next stage in the
EU infringement process that
could end up with the matter
being sent to the European Court
of Justice, which could impose
penalties on the UK.

In London, Johnson's
spokesman said, “We are not
disputing what the commission
spokesman has said.”

He added that Britain was
‘committed’ to addressing the
dispute through a joint panel set
up to decide details of the With-
drawal Agreement. “That is our
overriding priority,” he said.

In the event of an EU-UK deal
on post-Brexit ties, there is an ex-
pectation the controversial
British bill will become unneces-
sary and possibly dumped by
Johnson's government.

But to get there, both sides
need to overcome persistent

gaps in three areas: The EU's de-
mand for similar rules to ensure
fair competition; a dispute mech-
anism seen as robust and effec-
tive; and, finally, fishing.

On the fishing issue, Ferrie
said the EU was intent on ‘pro-
tecting the fishing opportunities
of European fishermen and
women'.

He dismissed a British pro-
posal on making ownership of
fish stocks determined by ‘zonal
attachment’, based on how long
fish spent in the territorial waters
of a country, saying that ‘cannot
be the basis for the solution'.

He added: “Intense negotia-
tions are ongoing now here in
Brussels. We're working hard for
that deal. We're working hard on
getting a deal soon. We're not
there yet. So a lot more work re-
mains to be done.”

AFP
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Anti-Brexiteer activist Steve Bray holds an EU flag and a placard as he

stands alongside a sign about Brexit posted on a bus stop shelter in

Westminster, central London on October 28 (AFp)
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Ethiopia’s Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed

Ethiopian PM
ordersriposte
after ‘attack’

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia - Ethiopia
on Wednesday declared a state
of emergency in Tigray after
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed said
he ordered a military response to
a deadly attack by the ruling
party of the restive region on a
camp housing federal troops.

A statement from Abiy’s of-
fice said the government made
the declaration ‘recognising that
illegal and violent activities’ in
Tigray, a region locked in a long-
running dispute with Addis
Ababa, were threatening na-
tional sovereignty, constitutional
order and peace and security.

It followed an announcement
by Abiy on social media that the
Tigray People's Liberation Front
(TPLF) 'has attacked a military
camp' in the northern region, and
‘tried to loot’ military assets.

The attack resulted in ‘many
martyrs, injuries and property
damage’, Abiy said later in a five-
minute address on state televi-
sion.

‘Our defence forces... have
been ordered to carry out their
mission to save the country. The
final point of the red line has
been crossed. Force is being used
as the last measure to save the
people and the country,’ he said
in an earlier post on Facebook
and Twitter. It was not immedi-
ately clear what form the federal
military response might take, or
what the state of emergency
declaration will entail.

But analysts and diplomats
have been warning for weeks
that the standoff between the
federal government and the TPLF
could spill over into violence.

“This war is the worst possible
outcome of the tensions that
have been brewing," said
William Davison, an analyst with
International Crisis Group.

"Given Tigray's relatively
strong security position, the con-
flict may well be protracted and
disastrous,” he said, adding it
could send ‘shockwaves' into the
wider Horn of Africa region.

Internet monitoring group
Netblocks reported that internet
appeared to have been cut in
Tigray as of 1.00am.

Abiy said on state TV that
‘traitorous forces’ had turned on
the military in the regional capi-
tal, Mekele, and the town of Dan-
shain western Tigray.

The assault on Dansha was
‘repelled’ by security forces from
Ambhara region, which borders
Tigray to the south, he added.

A separate statement from
Abiy's office accused the TPLF of
dressing its soldiers in uniforms
resembling those of the army of
neighbouring Eritrea to ‘implicate
the Eritrean government in false
claims of aggression against the
people of Tigray'.

Our defence forces...
have been ordered
to carry out their
mission to save the
country. The final
pointof thered line
has been crossed.
Forceis being

used as the last
measure

ABIY AHMED

Tigray's government said on
regional state media that leader-
ship and rank-and-file soldiers
from the military's Northern
Command, based in Mekele,
‘have decided to stand with the
Tigray people and the regional
government'.

The statement also said
Tigray had closed its airspace.

It was not possible to immedi-
ately corroborate the two sides'
statements.

The TPLF dominated politics
in Africa’s second most populous
country for nearly three decades
before Abiy came to power in
2018 on the strength of anti-gov-
ernment protests.

Under Abiy, winner of last
year's Nobel Peace Prize,
Tigrayan leaders have com-
plained of being unfairly targeted
in corruption prosecutions.

AFP

Militants shot ‘one by one' in
Kabul varsity attack: Survivor

i

Kabul, Afghanistan - Students
were gunned down ‘one by one’
as they leapt from the windows
of Kabul University classrooms
when militants stormed the cam-
pus earlier this week, a survivor
told AFP on Wednesday.

At least 22 people, mostly
students, were killed and another
27 wounded when three gunmen
stormed the university on Mon-
day, spraying classrooms with
bullets in an assault claimed by
the Islamic State group.

Mohammad Qasim Kohistani
(22), a student of public policy at
Kabul  University, one of
Afghanistan’s main educational
institutions, described how the
seven-hour attack unfolded.

“We were waiting for our
teacher to come... suddenly, we
heard loud sounds coming from
the first floor,” Kohistani, who
was in a classroom on the sec-
ond floor, told AFP.

“We knew something was
wrong, we started jumping from
the windows.”

Kohistani took refuge under a
window ledge with his friends, a
bloody scene unravelling above
him as the attackers went room
to room searching out victims.

"After a gunman took over our
class he started shooting fleeing
students from the window,” he
said.

"The (other two) gunmen
were shooting students one by
one from a close range," he
added.

Hundreds of students fled,
some by scrambling over
perimeter walls and onto the
streets, others by barricading
themselves inside rooms until
they were rescued by Afghan
special forces.

Among those killed was Ko-
histani's best friend, Ahmad Ali,
who stopped to help another

B el e S35 g A

Journalists take photos and videos of a damaged classroom, a day after gunmen stormed the university, in Kabul on Tuesday (AFp)

Mohammad Qasim Kohistani, a student of public policy who survived the

carnage in his university, at his home in Kabul on Wednesday (AFp)

friend, Rogia. “He didn't jump
from the window because Rogia
had fainted,” he explained.

"He wanted to save her but
the gunman shot both of them in
the head and killed them.”

Kohistani, who sprained a leg
when he jumped, stayed hidden
for hours on campus.

“It was the most horrible mo-
ment of my life,” he said.

“All through the day we were
hearing their wails and cries for
help but we were helpless.”

After the attack ended, Kohis-
tani came to learn that the at-
tackers had killed everyone inside
one of the classrooms below his.

“I' am still in trauma. Yester-
day, | was not even able to talk,”
he said.

Officials said two attackers
were shot dead by security
forces, while the third blew him-
self up during the assault.

The attack was claimed by IS,
the second such assault the

group had carried out on an edu-
cational centre in less than two
weeks in the capital.

However, Vice President Am-
rullah Saleh has blamed the Tal-
iban and their allies in Pakistan
for the attack.

The Taliban have denied it
was involved.

Afghan security forces have
been grappling with surging vio-
lence that has only worsened in
recent months despite the gov-
ernment holding peace talks with
the Taliban in Qatar.

Afghanistan held a national
day of mourning on Tuesday,
while students demonstrated
outside Kabul University, with
banners reading ‘Stop killing us'.
AFP

Turkey fines Facebook, others over social media law

Ankara, Turkey - Turkey on
Wednesday fined Facebook,
Twitter and three other social
media companies for failing to
appoint a country representative
under a controversial law which
came into force last month.

The legislation, passed in July,
requires platforms with more
than Tmn users to appoint repre-
sentatives in Turkey that could
implement court orders to re-
move contentious content or
face heavy fines.

Turkey has ordered Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter, Periscope,
YouTube and TikTok to pay
10mn lira (US$1.2mn approx)
fines for failing to comply,

Deputy Transport and Infra-
structure Minister Omer Fatih
Sayan tweeted.

If the networks fail to open
local offices by the start of De-
cember, they will be fined an ad-
ditional 30mn lira. Failure to
comply by early January would
result in an advertising ban.

Should the social media com-
panies still ignore Turkish law
three months after the advertis-
ing ban, they will see bandwidth
reductions of 50 per cent and
then by as much as 90 per cent
in the fifth and final stage.

Digital rights expert Yaman
Akdeniz said any bandwidth re-
duction would start in April and

A woman uses mobile sitting in front of a banner with photos of Turkish

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan (left) and Minister Omer Fatih Sayan

reach 90 per cent by May, mak-
ing the platforms effectively in-
accessible.

Akdeniz tweeted on Tuesday

that only the private Russian so-
cial media firm VK had appointed
a Turkish representative to date.
Turkish President Recep Tayyip

Erdogan is one of the most pop-
ular leaders on social media with
nearly 17mn followers and a very
active presence.

But under his government,
Turks have faced increasing
prosecution over their social
media posts, especially those ac-
cused of insulting the president.

Erdogan does not hide his dis-
dain for social media, which he
threatened to ‘wipe out’ in 2014.

The new law was adopted
after Erdogan’s anger over online
insults of Finance Minister Berat
Albayrak and his wife Esra, the
president’'s daughter, following
their fourth child's birth in June.
AFP

Yemen'’s ancient ‘Manhattan of the Desert’

Shibam, Yemen - Dubbed the
‘Manhattan of the desert’ for its
centuries-old skyscrapers,
Yemen's ancient city of Shibam
escaped damage in the civil war
- but faces collapse from disre-
pair amid rains and floods.

Against a backdrop of cliffs
looking like America's Grand
Canyon, the UNESCO-listed
World Heritage site is strategi-
cally built on a rocky spur high
above the river valley of Wadi
Hadramawt, in the arid centre of
Yemen.

Some of the hundreds of fan-
tastical sun-dried mud-brick
towers soar seven stories high,
many dating back to the 16th
century, all crammed inside a
traditional fortified wall built for
protection.

The UN describes the city,
once an oasis stop for the camel

An aerial view of Shibam City in Yemen's central Hadramawt governorate (AFp)

caravans on the spice and in-
cense routes across southern
Arabia, as ‘one of the oldest and
best examples of urban planning
based on the principle of vertical
construction’.

But Shibam is struggling.

The mud-brick constructions
need constant repair, but
Yemen's economy has collapsed
in the brutal civil war raging since
2014, creating what the UN de-
scribes as the world's worst hu-
manitarian crisis.

“The city looks like it was hit
by a disaster - without prece-
dent,” said Abdulwahab Jaber, a
local official in the town, 480km
east of the capital Sanaa.

Jaber said at least four towers
have been completely destroyed
and 15 others damaged in recent
floods, which have killed scores
of people across Yemen.

risks collapse

Victim of conflict
The sun-baked earth walls are
crumbling.

Hassan Aidid, head of the
General Organisation for the
Preservation of Historic Cities in
Yemen, said that the roofs and
the exterior of the mud towers
had sustained the most damage.

“Residents of the city have
been unable to restore them be-
cause of the war and the difficult
situation in which they live,”
Aidid told AFP.

Yemen is gripped by a war be-
tween Iran-backed Huthi rebels -
who control the capital - and a
beleaguered government sup-
ported by a Saudi-led military
coalition. Shibam is controlled by
the internationally-recognised
government, but while it has
largely been spared direct con-
flict, it has not escaped the ef-

fects of the war.

The fighting has almost com-
pletely halted public spending.

The city, with its densely-
packed tower houses and alley-
ways often too narrow for cars,
was put on the UNESCO heritage
list in 1982 - but in 2015 it was
also added to the ‘List of World
Heritage in Danger’.

[t came shortly after the Saudi-
led military coalition joined the
war to support the government
against the Huthi rebels.

Aidid said an emergency re-
sponse plan in cooperation with
UNESCO is underway, with ap-
proximately 40 buildings being
restored at a cost of
US$194,000. Private donors
have also offered to help, includ-
ing a Saudi businessman who do-
nated about US$54,000, he said.
AFP
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Trump declares win, vows court action

As the counting was on, the Republican tycoon alleged ‘major fraud’ and wanted ‘all voting to stop’

A demonstrator (right) at Black Lives Matter plaza charges a supporter of US President Donald Trump, on the US Election Day in Washington, DC on Tuesday (AFP)

Washington, US - The US elec-
tion was plunged into chaos
early on Wednesday as Presi-
dent Donald Trump prema-
turely declared victory and
sought Supreme Court inter-
vention to stop vote-counting -
even as his Democratic rival Joe
Biden voiced confidence in his
own chances.

In a divisive election cast
under the shadow of the coron-
avirus pandemic that has
claimed more than 230,000
lives in the United States,
Trump appeared to have
avoided a Democratic wave
predicted by some polls but he
still needs key states to secure
another four-year term.

Shattering norms in the
world's most powerful democ-
racy, Trump alleged ‘major
fraud'’ as he held an upbeat rally
inside the White House's cere-
monial East Room.

“We did win this election,”

Trump told cheering supporters,
few of them wearing masks to
protect from COVID-19.

“This is a fraud on the Amer-
ican public.”

The Republican tycoon said
he would go to the Supreme
Court because ‘we want all vot-
ing to stop'.

Voting had already ended by
the time Trump took the
podium after 2.00am but
Trump appeared to be calling
for the court to stop counting.

Trump also alleged that there
had been ‘surprise ballot
dumps' in states where he had
been leading.

‘Last night | was leading,
often solidly, in many key States,
in almost all instances Democ-
rat run & controlled,” Trump
tweeted. ‘Then, one by one, they
started to magically disappear
as surprise ballot dumps were
counted.’

Trump has railed for months

against mail-in ballots, charging
without evidence that they could
be fraudulent, as some 100mn
Americans voted ahead of Elec-
tion Day amid the health crisis.

Biden had earlier warned that
vote counting would take a
while as he greeted his own
backers, who honked from cars
at a socially distanced rally in his
home state of Delaware.

‘Constitutional crisis’
Soon after Biden's remarks,
Trump tweeted his claims of
victory and fraud, leading Twit-
ter to flag his comments as part
of its effort against election dis-

Last night Iwas leading, often solidly,
in many key States... Then,

one by one, they started to

magically disappear as surprise
ballot dumps were counted

DONALD TRUMP

information.

Governor Tom Wolf of Penn-
sylvania, which is proving to be
the vital prize, said that one mil-
lion mailed-in ballots remained
to be counted and promised
that all counties would work
‘tirelessly’ to complete them.

“Let’s be clear,” the Democ-
rat said of Trump’s comments.
“This is a partisan attack on
Pennsylvania’s election, our
votes and democracy.”

Trump for the past four years
has often been quick to say he is
treated unfairly but even a few
of his allies voiced unease at his
dramatic intervention.

Survivors of October 20 shooting
in Nigeria’s Lagos tell their story

Lagos, Nigeria - Solomon, Patrick
and Samuel were wounded on
October 20 during a crackdown
by Nigerian security forces on
protesters in Lagos who had
gathered despite a curfew order.

The three say they spent sev-
eral days at the Lekki toll gate,
the epicentre of demonstrations
that erupted on October 8 over
police violence and bad gover-
nance, as they themselves had
been victims of police abuse in
the past.

Now discharged from hospi-
tal, the three men - whose full
names are being left anonymous
for safety reasons - are desper-
ate for their stories to be heard.

It was the Nigerian army who
fired, all three said.

The government denies any
responsibility and labelled re-
ports that soldiers killed 12 peo-
ple as ‘fake news'. The police on
Friday said 22 officers had been
killed in protest-linked unrest last
month.

“How can they say it's not
true?"” asked Patrick.

“We saw them. Two guys died
instantly in my presence, and one
is still in the coma - my friend
Nicholas,” said the 25 year old
demonstrator, unemployed since

This file photo shows a Nigerian youth with a placard during a protest against the brutality of the Nigerian Police

Force unit named Special Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS), in Lagos on October 13 (AFP)

a lockdown in March imposed to
contain the coronavirus.

Shot in the arm - he was bran-
dishing a flag when he came
under fire - Patrick was evacu-
ated, put on a canoe that criss-
crossed the Lagos lagoon and
took him to a hospital.

“The soldiers were blocking
the roads, the ambulances could
not access the scene. Some were
using bikes, others wheelbar-
rows to take the injured,” he said.

Samuel (30) was helping to

ensure safety at the protest
ground with a group of volun-
teers when he heard the first
gunshots. “We saw armed, mili-
tary men, so we came back to
the stage and started waving our
flags and singing the national an-
them.”

"l was not expecting them to
shoot at us,” said the young man,
who works in agriculture on the
outskirts of the sprawling city.

"I was expecting them to ad-
dress us in a normal manner. But

they didn't talk to anybody, they
just started shooting.”

"All of a sudden | started feel-
ing something hit my left thigh,”
he remembered. The screen of
his phone might have saved him
- the bullet would have otherwise
penetrated even deeper.

In pain, he managed to walk
500m to find someone who
could take him to hospital.

The 38 year old construction
worker is still in shock.

AFP

"Stop. Full stop. The votes
will be counted and you will ei-
ther win or lose. And America
will accept that. Patience is a
virtue," tweeted Adam
Kinzinger, a Republican con-
gressman who won reelection.

Foreign  countries  also
sounded the alarm, with Ger-
man Defence Minister An-
negret Kramp-Karrenbauer
warning that Trump could cre-
ate a ‘constitutional crisis'.

One state flips

Television networks predicted
that Biden would be the first De-
mocrat in 24 years to win Ari-
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Bid to stop vote counting
outrageous: Biden camp

Wilmington, US - Joe Biden's
White House campaign
slammed President Donald
Trump's threat to try to stop
the election vote count as
‘outrageous’  early  on
Wednesday, saying its legal
team was ready to prevent
such an ‘unprecedented’ act.

‘The President’s statement
tonight about trying to shut
down the counting of duly
cast ballots was outrageous,
unprecedented, and incor-
rect,” Biden campaign man-
ager Jen O'Malley Dillon said
in a statement.

‘Never before in our his-
tory has a president of the
United States sought to strip
Americans of their voice in a
national election.’

Biden has long warned
that Trump was seeking to
diminish the integrity of mail-
in voting, which has surged
this year given the health
concerns about going in per-
son to polling places during

zona, seizing on the southwest-
ern state’s changing demo-
graphics and the popularity of
astronaut Mark Kelly who was
projected to win a Senate seat.

But no other states immedi-
ately flipped and Trump won an
early prize in Florida, where his
hard line against Latin American
leftists helped him make inroads
among Cuban Americans.

Democratic hopes fizzled of
turning around Texas, a Repub-
lican bastion indispensable for
Trump, even though Biden
came tantalisingly close in early
results.

Biden, as expected, comfort-
ably won the biggest prize of all,
California, as well as New York
and easily kept Minnesota and
New Hampshire, two states
where Hillary Clinton in 2016
had only eked out victories over
Trump.

Attention was again turning
to three states that elected

Democratic presidential

nominee Joe Biden (AFP)

the coronavirus pandemic.

‘Having encouraged Re-
publican efforts in multiple
states to prevent the legal
counting of these ballots be-
fore Election Day, now Don-
ald Trump is saying these
ballots can't be counted after
Election Day either," Dillon
said.

He insisted ‘the counting
will not stop’ adding: “We
have legal teams standing by
ready to deploy to resist... and
they will prevail.”

AFP

Trump four years ago - Michi-
gan, Pennsylvania and Wiscon-
sin - with early ballots still
waiting to be counted from the
Democratic stronghold cities of
Detroit, Philadelphia and Mil-
waukee.

Biden said he was feeling
‘real good' about Michigan and
Wisconsin and voiced confi-
dence about Pennsylvania,
where he was born.

The former vice president
said he was also competitive in
Georgia - a state that until re-
cently had not appeared to be in
play - as election workers in its
largest city Atlanta halted
counting for the night after a
pipe burst.

But Trump pointed to the
total votes already counted as
he insisted that he was winning
the states, saying he was lead-
ing in Pennsylvania ‘by a
tremendous amount of votes'.
AFP

Scientists in Australia find chink
in coral-eating starfish armour

Paris, France - The discovery that
coral-eating starfish are late ris-
ers and feed mostly at night
could help slow the decline of the
Great Barrier Reef and other
shallow-water corals already
ravaged by global warming, sci-
entists reported on Wednesday.
Crown-of-thorns starfish suck
the colour and life out of corals, a
favourite food, but in a healthy
ecosystem their numbers are
held in check. When marine
heatwaves bleach large swathes
of coral, however, bigger fish
leave the area and the spiky
multi-armed predators prolifer-
ate and zero in on what's left.
“Mass-bleaching, outbreaks
of crown-of-thorns starfish, and
a myriad of other disturbances
and pressures are leading to
widespread coral loss and degra-
dation of reef ecosystems,”
James Cook University professor
Morgan Pratchett told AFP.
Efforts to manually remove
the ravenous starfish have
largely failed, in part because
they are not always easy to find.
But a study published in the
Royal Society's Proceedings B
has found a chink in their spiky
armour which could help scien-
tists buy time for the world's em-
battled reefs.

This photo received from the Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies

on Monday shows a crown-of-thorns starfish at Swains Reef (aAFp)

"The starfish appear to sleep
in, and will be harder to find on
the reef before about midday,”
lead author Scott Ling, also from
James Cook University, ex-
plained. That means they would
be most active and exposed after
the Sun goes down, Ling said.

But the logistics of scooping
them up during night dives are
daunting.

“We recommend culling dive
efforts be focused from midday
until early evening,” he added.

Crown-of-thorns starfish have
a special liking for Acropora, a
coral species that has been the

foundation for reefs across the
world for the past 2mn years.

But the main threat to coral
reefs - on which half-a-billion
people and a quarter of marine
species depend - remains cli-
mate change.

Increasingly severe marine
heatwaves cause healthy corals
to expel algae living in their tis-
sues, draining them of their vi-
brant colours in a process known
as bleaching.

Half of the Great Barrier Reef's
corals have died over the past 25
years.

AFP
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Qah, Syria - Hassan Sweidan is
terrified he will catch COVID-19
in the overcrowded displace-
ment camp in northwest Syria
he calls home, even more so as
medical staff in the region have
become sick.

Humanitarian workers fear
any further rise in novel coron-
avirus cases would be disas-
trous in northwest Syria, where
almost 1.5mn people live in
overcrowded camps or shelters,
often with poor access to run-
ning water.

In an informal settlement in
|dlib, the country’s last major
rebel stronghold, Sweidan said
he and other displaced Syrians
did not stand much chance
against the disease.

“We live in a camp all
crammed in together. If some-
one talks to his family, all the
neighbours can hear it,” said
Sweidan, who is in his forties
and has an existing health con-
dition.

If someone gets sick, ‘it's
hardly the disease’s fault’, the
father of six added.

In the encampment in Qah, a
few makeshift solar panels
shimmer on the canvas roofs of
endless tiny breeze-block rooms
where families have settled after
being uprooted by war.

Resting after helping a friend
build a small room to serve as a
shop, Sweidan said he hopes he
does not have to take anyone in
his family to the local hospital.

"Hospitals are overcrowded.
People have started to be

Crammed into camps on Turkish border,

displaced Syrians fear sprea

This file photo shows elderly displaced Syrian men in front of a tent in an overcrowded camp near the village of Qah on the Turkish border, in Syria's

northwestern Idlib province on October 28 (AFP)

We live in a camp all crammed in
together. If someone gets sick, it’s
hardly the disease’s fault. One of

scared of doctors and nurses,
who they think might be in-
fected, with all the sick people
going to them.”

my relatives got it a while back,

and I’'m really scared because
I have no immunity

HASSAN SWEIDAN

‘End our misery’

Sweidan, who fled his home
seven years ago, especially fears
catching the COVID-19 disease

as he suffers from a chronic liver
condition. “One of my relatives
got it a while back, and I'm really
scared because | have no immu-
nity,” he said.

The Idlib bastion - now dom-
inated by a group led by Syria's
former Al Qaeda affiliate - has
been battered by years of war.

of virus

Local and international hu-
manitarian workers are working
to contain the virus, but cases
are still on the rise.

“In the northwest, confirmed
cases have increased six-fold
over the last month, with cases
also rising in displacement
camps and settlements,” Mark
Lowcock, United Nations
Under-Secretary-General for
Humanitarian Affairs, told the
UN Security Council on Tues-
day.

The health authorities in
northwest Syria have officially
announced 5,075 cases of
COVID-19, including 42 deaths.

Seated cross-legged on the
floor, as she crushed small
green olives one by one with a
brick, 80 year old Ghatwa al-
Mohammad said she and her
family felt like sitting ducks.

"We're scared of the disease
but we don't dare leave,” she
added. “We're so confused
about what we should do. If only
God would have us die and end
our misery."

Of the three million people
living in Idlib, around half live in
makeshift homes and tents after
escaping the fighting during
Syria’s nine-year civil war.

The latest Russia-backed
regime offensive on the region
last winter killed around 500
civilians and forced nearly one
million people to flee their
towns and villages.

Since a ceasefire brokered by
Moscow and rebel-backer
Ankara came into force in

March, only around 200,000
people have returned home.

Distancing ‘near
impossible’

At the Idlib health directorate,
doctor Yahya Nehmeh said they
had asked residents to observe
social distancing.

But he admitted that was
‘near impossible’ in the hun-
dreds of informal settlements
dotting the region.

Few in the camps wear
masks. Many cannot afford to
buy face coverings, or to change
them regularly, let alone disin-
fectant hand gels.

For most, food, water, medi-
cine and school supplies are far
more important.

“The regime and Russian
forces are responsible for dis-
placing these people and for the
disastrous conditions in which
they now live,” Nehmeh said.

Back in the camp, Moham-
mad al Omar (40) agreed that
asking people to self-isolate in a
tent city was not realistic.

“They tell us, ‘Don’t go out.
Don't cause overcrowding'. But
we live in tents barely half a
metre apart,” said the father of
four, who was displaced by the
conflict eight years ago.

"They give all of us who are
older than five one mask as if
that were enough. But it's not.”

Omar, who works as the
driver of a water truck, said he
cannot stay inside the camp as
he needs to earn money.

AFP

Russia virus infections hit new record

BV
I'L

Moscow, Russia - Russia an-
nounced a record daily number
of coronavirus infections on
Wednesday, with 19,768 new
cases adding to pressure on the
government only days after
President Vladimir Putin said
there were no plans for a lock-
down.

The number of deaths also
ticked up by a record 389,
meaning that 29,217 people
have been killed by COVID-19
since it reached Russia earlier
this year.

Russia has listed a total of
1,693,454 cases of infection.

Like in many European coun-
tries, hospitals in Russia's re-
gions have been hit by a sharp
increase in virus patients with
pictures circulating on social
media showing people lying on
staircases at medical facilities
and long ambulance queues un-
able to deliver patients for treat-
ment.

Russia imposed one of the
most restrictive lockdowns dur-
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Amid the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, a municipal worker wearing protective gear sprays disinfectant on a

bus stop near the Novodevichy convent, in Moscow on Tuesday (AFP)

ing the peak of first wave of the
pandemic from March to May,
but last Thursday Putin said ‘we

Putin spoke in favour of a re-
gionalised approach with tar-
geted measures in the most

are not planning to introduce
sweeping restrictive measures’
or a nation-wide lockdown.

Russia has listed a
total of 1,693,454
cases of infection.
The number of
deaths also ticked
up by arecord 389,
meaning that
29,217 people
have been killed
by COVID-19
since it

reached Russia

affected cities and region.
Other countries, including
France and England, tried to
implement this strategy before
abandoning it in favour of na-
tional lockdowns due to the ex-
ponential growth of virus
cases.
AFP

ltaly orders to impose night curfew from today
- |

Rome, Italy - Italy’s Prime Min-
ister has signed a decree to en-
force a nationwide night curfew
from 10.00pm on Thursday as
he tries to halt the resurgence of
coronavirus, media reported.

Giuseppe Conte was ex-
pected to detail other measures,
such as shutting shopping cen-
tres at the weekend and also
museums, in a new programme
of restrictions that will last until
December 3.

Tougher curbs could also be
imposed in the hardest-hit areas
under a new three-tier system
that divides ltaly’s 20 regions
into either red, orange or green,
with red being the highest risk.

Italy was the first European
country to be hit by coronavirus
and has so far recorded more
than 39,400 deaths, and almost
760,000 cases.

Infections have surged in re-
cent weeks, particularly in the
northern region of Lombardy
that includes Milan, and health
experts have called for the kind
of national shutdown adopted
by France, Ireland and England.

But the first lockdown was
devastating for the Italian econ-
omy and the new decree was
only agreed after long discus-
sions between Conte's govern-
ment and regional leaders.

The curfew will run until

IIPE“C . aed

Italy’s olympic champion Massimiliano Rosolino (left) holds a banner
during a protest against the government's restrictions, in front of the
Italian parliament, in central Rome on Wednesday (AFP)

5.00am, with 60mn ltalians
only allowed out for work or
health reasons, according to the

media reports. Bars and restau-
rants already close at six pm
under measures introduced late

last month, a move that sparked
a series of small but sometimes
violent protests.

Secondary schools, which
were already running most
classes online, will reportedly
switch to total distance learning,
although younger children will
still be allowed to go to school.

The number of passengers
on public transport will also be
halved.

The Health Ministry will de-
cide which regions will be
classed as red, orange and
green based on a number of fac-
tors, including rates of infection
and occupancy of hospital beds.
AFP

Cambodia’s Prime Minister Hun Sen (right) with Hungary's

Foreign Minister Peter Szijjarto, in Phnom Penh on Tuesday (AFP)

Hungarian Minister
tests positive on
Southeast Asia tour

Bangkok, Thailand - Hun-
gary's  Foreign  Minister
tested positive for coron-
avirus in Thailand, the king-
dom's health minister said on
Wednesday, a day after he
jetted in from a meeting with
Cambodian premier Hun Sen.

The confirmed case left
the Cambodian strongman
facing the prospect of a pe-
riod in quarantine, as well as
a test for the contagion.

Peter Szijjarto flew into
Phnom Penh Tuesday for a
one-day official visit to sign
agreements on civil aviation,
agriculture and water man-
agement, as well as reopen-
ing an embassy after a 25
year hiatus.

On Tuesday night, he ar-
rived in Bangkok and was
swiftly taken to hospital after
testing positive for the virus
on arrival.

The test ‘showed he has
COVID-19, but he didn't have
any symptoms’, Thailand's
Health  Minister  Anutin
Charnvirakul told reporters,

after he visited Szijjarto at
Bamrasnaradura Infectious
Disease Institute on
Wednesday. “His entourage
all tested negative.”

During his Cambodia visit,
Szijjarto was pictured with
Hun Sen at a meeting where
neither appeared to be so-
cially distancing or wearing a
mask. He also met his Cam-
bodian counterpart and
shook hands with a coterie of
other ministers.

All of those people would
now be tested and quaran-
tined, according to Phnom
Penh'’s Foreign Ministry.

‘The leaders and all offi-
cials who met and had direct
contact with the delegation
during the visit will be tested
for COVID-19 and quaran-
tined in accordance with the
ministry of health’s advice,’
Cambodia's Foreign Affairs
Ministry said in a statement.

Szijjarto’s scheduled
meetings in the Thai capital
were cancelled.

AFP
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cautions on joint replacement surgery during COVID-19

If you're suffering from joint pain and considering a
joint replacement surgery for long, you're not alone.
Chronic, debilitating pain that requires joint replace-
ment affects nearly one in four adults in countries like
the United States, though its prevalence among sen-
ior populations all over the world, including the Mid-
dle East and Oman, is growing. Unfortunately, many
people wait years to move forward with surgery,

enduring significant pain and negatively impacting
their lives.

This delay has worsened in the current climate of
stress and fear of infection during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. According to a recent US survey of 1,200 peo-
ple comprising joint replacement patients and
caregivers, conducted by Wakefield Research and
commissioned by a leading medical device company

Zimmer Biomet, 48% of people reported they post-
poned elective joint replacement surgery due to fears
and concerns stemming from COVID-19. Informed
by the results of this survey, Zimmer Biomet recently
launched Don't Let Pain Gain on You, an educational
resource aimed at informing and empowering those
living with joint pain to make informed decisions
about joint replacement surgery in partnership with

their healthcare professional.

Although joint replacement is typically considered
an elective surgery, it is an important tool in restoring
mobility, especially for senior citizens, and helping
to enhance their quality of life. So, if you are consid-
ering joint replacement surgery and feeling hesitant
during the COVID-19 pandemic, here are five things
to consider:

Enhancing your
quality of life
without pain

Relief from debilitating pain is the number
one benefit of joint replacement surgery.
"Unfortunately, | have many patients who
are suffering greatly from joint pain but
have canceled or delayed their planned
joint replacement procedures due to con-
cerns stemming from COVID-19," says
Dr Mark Klaassen, orthopaedic surgeon.
"While this concern is understandable, it
becomes a quality-of-life issue. | do my
best to encourage people to proceed as
soon as they feel comfortable, so that
they can achieve relief from chronic,
debilitating joint pain and move forward
with their life."

Discussing all potential benefits and
risks with your own doctor to determine
the right time for you is important. Expec-
tations and achievable level of pain-relief
and mobility can vary depending on your
specific pre-operative condition and
activity level.

Talking to
professionals
about options

Ask your surgeon about your potential to
have an outpatient surgical procedure so
that you may be able to be discharged on
the same day of surgery and recover at
home instead of spending additional time
in the hospital - which may be particularly
appealing during the pandemic. Addition-
ally, you can ask your healthcare profes-
sional about technological innovations in
joint replacement surgery such as robot-
ics and digital health platforms that are
available in some locations, for appropri-
ate patients. One such option is mymobil-
ity with Apple Watch from Zimmer
Biomet, a first-of-its-kind remote care
management system that uses an iPhone
and Apple Watch to facilitate a new level
of connection between patients and their
surgical care teams. This is also intended
to help minimise the need for unneces-
sary physical touch points.

Understanding
the safety
protocols

If you are concerned about your safety at
this time, it is important to realise that
there are mandated protocols and guid-
ance in place in every country to help
reduce the risk of COVID-19 exposure.
According to Dr Klaassen, "Hospitals and
surgery centres across the country are
typically utilising extremely stringent poli-
cies and procedures to help keep people
safe. If safety concerns are holding you
back, | urge you to discuss further with
your healthcare professional as | person-
ally don't see this as a reason to further
delay a necessary joint replacement pro-
cedure.”

Becky D, a grandmother from War-
saw, Ind, and a patient of Dr Klaassen's
who underwent two separate joint
replacement procedures, this year, says,
"Two months after surgery, | am so re-
lieved not to have that debilitating pain |
had before surgery, and | am able to be
more active again,” she said.

Considering the
plight of your
caregivers

For many people suffering from severe
joint pain, family members and
caregivers are often a critical part of the
process, so don't forget to consider the
impact that continuing to delay your
joint replacement surgery could have on
them. Data shows that caregivers of
people with joint pain can face a
decrease in their quality of life and an
increase in stress as they bear added
responsibilities or household duties. In
fact, according to Zimmer Biomet's
survey, 56% of caregivers wished their
loved one would move forward with
surgery more quickly even during the
pandemic in order to relieve their
physical pain and the negative impact
on quality of life.

Delaying
surgery causes
more pain

Zimmer Biomet's survey also found that
those who have postponed their elective
joint replacement surgery due to COVID-
19 related concerns report that their daily
lives have been impacted, citing increases
in pain (71%), mobility changes (58%),
and worsening sleep (36%). Talk to your
surgeon about what's right for you and
when is the right time to go in for surgery.
Whether you've put off your joint replace-
ment surgery or haven't yet scheduled it,
now may be the time to take action, so
you can get back to enjoying your daily
life.

(BPT)
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'BUSY BEES

ideal for you as it requires less time to enable you to get fit.

STEP UP

Benefits
This is an excellent exercise to strengthen the quadriceps. Step up
also helps build the posterior chain, including hamstrings and
glutes. This exercise is very functional as people climb stairs very
often in their daily life.

Target Muscles - Lower body and core

Howtodoit
Hold a pair of dumbbells (for beginners no dumbbells) and stand
next to a step (chair/bench). Step up with your right foot, pressing
up through heels to straighten up the right leg, bring the left foot to
meet your right foot on top of the step.

Bend your right knee and step down with the left foot. Bring the
right foot down to meet the left foot on the ground. Do a number
of reps on the right and then repeat with your left foot, or alternate
your feet. Build up your repetitions to do sets of 12-15 reps for
2-3 sets.

Common mistakes
Knee passing toes (protect the knee of your active leg by ensuring
the knee is not pushed past the toes)

Pushing up with your lower leg

Rounding the back

Knee out of alignment (make sure the knee stays aligned with the
ankles of the active leg)

THRUSTERS

Benefits

Being a compound movement, it involves more than one joint and com-
bines the front squat and over head press. It strengthens the whole body,
especially the lower body and core.

Target Muscles - Lower body and core, along with shoulders and triceps

How todo it

Stand with feet hip-width apart, with a pair of dumbbells at shoulder height,
with palms facing each other. Hold the dumbbells at shoulder height and
lower into a squat position with a neutral spine and tight core. Press your
heels into the floor and bring your elbows up as quickly and powerfully ex-
plode into a pressing movement to return to starting position.

Common mistakes
Not doing the whole movements smoothly in one go
Losing balance and shifting the base during the move

EXERCISES FOR

Are you a professional who is always busy and short of time? Do
you keep your fitness routine on the back-burner of your day's
to-do list and often give it a miss? If so, combination moves are

BURPEE

Benefits
The burpee is a full body exercise, working most major muscle groups. It also im-
proves cardiovascular fitness along with burning tonnes of calories.

Target Muscles - Whole body

How todo it
Stand with feet shoulder-width apart, with arms at your side. Bend your knees and
lower your body into a squat. Place your hands on the floor directly in front of you
and shift your weight on to your hands. Jump your feet back to land on the balls of
your feet into a high plank position with a straight body and tight core. If possible try
to do a push up. Then, jump your feet back so that they just land outside your hands,
reach your Arms over head and explosively jump up in the air, land back and repeat.

Common mistakes
Collapsing knees as you squat
Arching back and sinking hips at top plank position

V UPS

Benefits
Stronger abs and core. Improves balance and stability. Helps prevent back pain and injury
Target Muscles - Abs and core

How todoit

Lie on your back and extend your arms behind your head, keep the feet together and toes pointed.
Keep your legs straight or slightly bend and lift them up as you simultaneously lift your upper body
off the floor to reach your toes with your hands. Slowly lower your self to return to starting position
to complete one rep. Aim for as many reps as possible, since it is a body weight exercise. Generally
few sets of 15 or more repetitions.

Common mistakes

Swinging of arms

Rounding back and shoulders

Not raising the legs and upper body enough






