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Kuwait City, Kuwait - Leaders of
the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) called for an end to Israeli
violations in Gaza and con-
demned continued Israeli strikes
on Lebanon, despite a ceasefire,
during the 45th GCC Summit
held in Kuwait on Sunday.

The Kuwait Declaration, is-
sued at the conclusion of the
summit and read by Jasem Mo-
hamed al Budaiwi, GCC Secre-
tary General, demanded ‘an end
to the killings and collective pun-
ishments of civilians in Gaza’ and
urged serious ceasefire talks to
end the conflict. The leaders re-
iterated their support for the es-
tablishment of an independent
Palestinian state with East
Jerusalem as its capital.

The declaration also wel-
comed the ceasefire in Lebanon
after weeks of Israeli strikes and
encouraged Lebanese factions to
prioritise national unity and the
state’s interests.

The GCC leaders highlighted
the bloc’s expanding role in ad-
dressing political, security, and
economic challenges both re-
gionally and globally. They em-
phasised the importance of
diplomacy and dialogue in re-
solving disputes, in line with in-
ternational law.

Opening the summit, Sheikh
Meshal al Ahmad al Jaber al
Sabah, Emir of Kuwait and Chair-
man of the current session, de-
scribed the GCC as “an
honourable embodiment of unity

and a bright example of the
strength of union, cohesion, and
integration.” He added, “It re-
flects our firm belief in strength-
ening and unifying joint Gulf
action to keep pace with the
challenges resulting from accel-
erating regional and international
events and their repercussions.”

Representing Oman, H H
Sayyid Fahd bin Mahmoud al
Said, Deputy Prime Minister for
the Council of Ministers, under-
scored the importance of the reg-
ular GCC summits in fostering
closer ties among member
states. “We, in Oman, affirm our
determination to continue joint
efforts in all areas of cooperation
to achieve further progress and
prosperity for all the GCC states.”

Stop Gaza war: GCC leaders  

Our Correspondent
Muscat 

The number of passengers trav-
elling through Oman’s airports
rose by 4.1% by the end of Octo-
ber, reaching over 12.1mn across
90,846 flights. This compares to
11.6mn passengers on 89,043
flights during the same period in
2023, according to the National
Center for Statistics and Infor-
mation (NCSI).

Muscat International Airport
handled 10.72mn passengers, a
3.7% increase, across 80,678
flights, marking a 2.3% rise in
flights. Among these, 73,040
were international flights carry-
ing 9.7mn passengers, while
7,638 were domestic flights with
1.04mn passengers.

Salalah Airport saw 1.32mn

passengers, a 6.4% increase, de-
spite a 1.6% decrease in flights
which numbered 9,068. Sohar
Airport recorded 65,427 passen-
gers on 580 flights, and Duqm
Airport handled 50,656 passen-
gers on 520 flights.

At Muscat International Air-
port, Indian nationals were the
most prominent travellers, to-
talling 153,396.  Omanis followed
with 99,236 passengers, and
Pakistanis ranked third with
51,172 passengers.

Muscat - The third session of po-
litical talks between the foreign
ministries of the Sultanate of
Oman and the Republic of Aus-
tria was held on Sunday in Mus-
cat.

Headed by H E Sheikh Khalifa
Ali al Harthy, Undersecretary for
Political Affairs in the Foreign
Ministry, and Gregor Koessler,
Director General of Political Af-
fairs at the Austrian Federal Min-
istry for European and
International Affairs, the session
saw the two sides reviewing bi-
lateral relations. They under-
scored the joint keenness to
boost cooperation in all spheres.

The two nations also dis-
cussed regional and international
issues of common concern, in-
cluding the repercussions of the
Israeli war on Gaza.

The session was attended by
several officials from both sides.

Oman’s airports see 4.1%
rise in passenger traffic 
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Oman is preparing for its first
space rocket test launch, sched-
uled for Wednesday, from
Duqm. The Ministry of Trans-
port, Communications and Infor-
mation Technology (MTCIT), in
collaboration with the National
Aerospace Services Company
(NASCOM), is overseeing the
launch, marking a significant step
in the country's space ambitions.

MTCIT has also confirmed
plans for three additional
launches in 2025, with specific
dates to be announced later.

The launch, named ‘Duqm-1,’
will take place from the launch
pad in southern Duqm. The
rocket, measuring 6.5m in length
and weighing 80kg without fuel
(123kg with fuel), is designed to
reach an altitude of 140km above
sea level at a speed of 1,530m/s.
The flight is expected to last
around 15 minutes. 

Although this first launch will
not be open to the public due to
security protocols, MTCIT has
assured that safety measures are
in place. Fishermen and seafarers
are advised to avoid the launch
area between 5am and 2pm on
the day of the test.

NASCOM’s space launch
complex, Etlaq, will oversee the
mission. An official at NASCOM

explained that the launch is a key
milestone for Oman’s space sec-
tor, involving an experimental ve-
hicle designed to boost the
country’s space capabilities. The
mission is part of a broader ini-
tiative to develop Oman’s space
sector, following a 2023 agree-
ment between MTCIT, the Min-
istry of Housing and Urban
Planning, and NASCOM. The
agreement aims to use the Etlaq
complex for multiple rocket
launches in the coming years.

H E Dr Ali bin Amer al Shid-
hani, Undersecretary for Com-
munications and Information
Technology in MTCIT, said that
Duqm was chosen due to its
strategic advantages. “Oman’s
geographic location near the
equator and Tropic of Cancer
provides significant cost and
time benefits for space launches.
Duqm offers an ideal location for
space-related activities, attract-
ing international investments in
the sector.”

Oman ready for
first space rocket
launch in Duqm

Oman’s Islamic finance
market to cross $40bn in
medium-term: Fitch
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The Ministry of Labour (MoL)
has announced the availability of
1,179 job openings across various
government units, offering op-
portunities to candidates with
different educational qualifica-
tions.

The majority of these vacan-
cies are designated for bache-
lor’s degree holders, with
additional positions available for
individuals holding post-general
education diplomas or general
education diplomas and below.
The application window is open
for two weeks from the an-
nouncement date.

Highlighting its efforts in job
creation, the ministry reported
that it facilitated the employ-
ment of 65,310 individuals in

2023 across Oman’s public and
private sectors. These roles
spanned key industries, under-
scoring the ministry’s commit-
ment to addressing employment
needs in the sultanate.

To enhance its services, MoL
introduced the Tawteen Platform
and the Employment Applica-
tions System earlier this year.
Launched in September, these
digital tools aim to streamline job
matching and improve market
responsiveness. The ministry
stated that these systems also
support the Employment Gover-
nance Committee in identifying
market demands and increasing
job opportunities across Oman.

The initiative reflects the Min-
istry of Labour’s continued focus
on fostering a dynamic labour
market and supporting economic
growth.

MoL announces 1,179
jobs in public sector

GCC leaders pose for an official photograph before the start of the 45th GCC Summit in Kuwait City on Sunday (ONA)
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Ali al Maamari
Engineer

Muscat’s beaches and parks are
some of our most treasured spots,
but they can get overcrowded during

holidays. To enhance the experi-
ence, we need more shaded

seating areas, public wash-
rooms, and designated
barbecue zones. Activities
like kayak rentals, volley-

ball courts, and jogging
tracks would give families

and youth more options for fun.

Salim al Harthy
University student

Muscat needs proper sports facili-
ties in public parks, such as football
nets or basketball courts. Interactive

features like outdoor gym equipment
and skate parks would be popular
among young people. Concerts and
food festivals could also be great ad-
ditions.

KH Kumar
Retiree

I visited Seeb beach twice last month
and noticed that it is poorly lit, with
long stretches in darkness. Lighting
needs to be improved. Also, many
parks only open after 9am, which
means they’re unavailable for morn-
ing walkers.

Priya Nair
Homemaker

As someone who loves spending
time outdoors, I feel there’s room for

improvement. Adding well-main-
tained cycling paths and play-
grounds for children would make
parks more family-friendly. Seasonal
outdoor markets or food festivals
could also provide entertainment for
all age groups.

Aisha al Zadjali
Tutor

To cater to families and children, we
could add picnic-friendly spaces and
nature trails with informative signs
about Oman’s flora and fauna. In-
stalling water sports facilities like
paddleboarding or jet skiing areas
would attract more tourists. More
public washrooms and designated
barbecue spaces are also needed.

Ramesh Kumar
Software developer

Recreational areas would benefit
from better lighting for evening use
and improved parking spaces to han-
dle large crowds. Setting up mobile
food trucks or temporary kiosks sell-
ing snacks and drinks at reasonable
prices near parks and beaches could
enhance the visitor experience.
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MUSCAT WANTS MORE

Muscat - The Ministry of Cul-
ture, Sports and Youth (MCSY)
launched the second edition of
the ‘Share the Change’ competi-
tion on Sunday, aiming to foster
creativity, innovation, and ideas
for societal development.

The initiative invites individu-
als and teams to propose solu-
tions, projects, or concepts that
bring positive change in areas
such as culture, sports, and
youth empowerment. Building
on the success of the first edition,
this year’s competition expands
its scope to engage a wider audi-
ence while maintaining its focus
on community collaboration and
innovation.

Ibrahim al Shibli, chairman of
the competition, highlighted that
this edition will prioritise educa-
tion and awareness. “We chose
this focus to encourage a cultural
shift, helping the community
view physical activity as a
lifestyle rather than a scheduled
task,” he said.

To further enhance the com-
petition’s impact, 25 shortlisted
projects will participate in ‘labo-
ratories’—an initiative intro-
duced following the evaluation of
the first edition. These labs will
provide workshops and skill-
building sessions to refine pro-
ject proposals and boost their
potential to serve the community
effectively. Entries can be sub-
mitted through the competition’s
official platform. 

MCSY launches
second edition
of ‘Share the
Change’ contest

The recent National Day holiday drew massive crowds to Muscat’s beaches and parks, highlighting their popularity as recreational spots. What
can be done to improve these facilities and provide more options for outdoor activities? Here’s what Muscat Daily readers said:
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Governor reviews cable car,
new road project in Wakan
Our Correspondent 
Muscat

Efforts to enhance tourism in
South Batinah are gaining mo-
mentum, with plans for a cable
car project and a new access
road to Wakan Village being re-
viewed by Eng Masoud bin
Saeed al Hashimi, Governor of
South Batinah, on Sunday.

Wakan Village, located in the
wilayat of Nakhal, is a sought-
after destination during the win-
ter months, drawing thousands
of domestic and international
visitors. Its cool climate, compa-
rable to that of Jabal Akhdar's vil-
lages, and stunning natural
beauty make it a popular choice
for tourists.

The meeting, chaired by
Hashimi, focused on the design
and execution of the proposed
infrastructure projects. “The col-
laborative effort reflects the
commitment of various govern-
ment and local entities to de-
velop Wakan Village as a key
tourism destination, combining
modern infrastructure with the
preservation of its natural and
cultural heritage,” Hashimi said.

The company responsible for
the road construction presented
detailed plans, including the lay-
out and features of the new ac-
cess route. The cable car project,
which promises to offer a unique
and convenient way to explore
Wakan’s scenic landscape, was
also discussed. Together, these
developments aim to improve
connectivity and enhance the
visitor experience.

The meeting brought to-
gether representatives from the
South Batinah governorate, the
Ministry of Housing and Urban
Planning, the Ministry of Agri-
culture, Fisheries and Water Re-
sources, the Ministry of Heritage
and Tourism, members of the
Nakhal Municipal Council, and
the project’s implementing com-
pany.

This initiative aligns with the
directives of His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik to develop
Wakan Village as a premier
tourist destination. With over
32,000 visitors recorded in
2023, the new infrastructure is
expected to elevate Wakan’s
status as a major landmark in
Oman’s tourism landscape.

Suhar Festival draws over 100,000 visitors
Our Correspondent
Suhar 

The third edition of the Suhar
Festival, which began on Novem-
ber 19, has attracted over
100,000 visitors in its first ten
days. Running until January 3, the
festival offers a variety of attrac-
tions designed to boost tourism
in Suhar and the surrounding
areas.

An official from the gover-
norate of North Batinah high-
lighted several new additions to
this year’s festival, including a
water park, an electronic games
city, a children’s activity area,
and an enchanting dancing foun-
tain. The ‘Lighting Environments’
display, featuring creative light
installations, has become a major
attraction, drawing visitors from
across the region.

Throughout the festival, visi-
tors can enjoy 35 performances

on the Grand Theatre stage, 40
shows on the Children’s Theatre
stage, and 105 events in heritage
villages that celebrate Oman’s
bedouin, agricultural, and marine
traditions.

Sports enthusiasts are well
catered to with events such as
the Suhar Football Festival
Championship, featuring 30

teams, and the Sports
Academies Championship, in-
volving ten local sports
academies. Other highlights in-
clude the Suhar International
Chess Championship and dhow
rowing races, with participants
from across the Gulf.

Adding to the excitement,
football fans can watch live

broadcasts of Gulf Cup matches,
starting December 21, on a large
screen, creating a vibrant festive
atmosphere.

With its diverse lineup of ac-
tivities and attractions, the Suhar
Festival continues to delight vis-
itors and highlight the cultural
and sporting heritage of the re-
gion.

Muscat hosts
German travel
conference to
boost tourism
Muscat - Ministry of Heritage
and Tourism (MHT) is hosting
the annual conference of DER-
PART, Germany’s largest travel
agency network, from November
30 to December 2. 

This high-profile event, featur-
ing 130 directors of German
travel agencies and top execu-
tives, highlights Oman’s growing
prominence as a destination for
business tourism and interna-
tional conferences.

The gathering provides a plat-
form to showcase Oman’s cul-
tural heritage, natural beauty, and
modern infrastructure to deci-
sion-makers from Germany’s
tourism sector, fostering partner-
ships that contribute to the
growth of the sultanate’s tourism
industry.

Khalid bin Walid al Zadjali, Di-
rector of the Oman Convention
Bureau at MHT, called the con-
ference a milestone in the min-
istry’s efforts to establish Oman
as a global hub for business
tourism. “Hosting the annual
conference of DERPART is an im-
portant achievement in the min-
istry’s ongoing efforts to position
the sultanate as a global destina-
tion for business tourism.”

The collaborative effort reflects
the commitment of  government
and local entities to develop
Wakan Village as a key 
tourism destination
MASOUD BIN SAEED AL HASHIMI
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Sarooj Construction Company, a
leading player in Oman’s con-
struction and infrastructure sec-
tor, has secured two major road
construction contracts valued at
a total of RO90.22mn from the
Ministry of Transport, Commu-
nications, and Information Tech-
nology (MTCIT).

The first contract, worth
RO70.03mn, involves the con-
struction of a 120-kilometer dual
carriageway linking Adam to
Thumrait. The project aims to
enhance regional connectivity,
bolster economic integration,
and improve transportation effi-
ciency across Oman, according
to a company statement.

The second contract, valued at
RO20.19mn, pertains to road
construction at Jabal Shams. This
project highlights Sarooj’s ability
to manage complex engineering
challenges in mountainous ter-
rains. The single carriageway will
establish a vital link in one of
Oman’s most iconic and remote
regions, promoting accessibility
and sustainable development.

‘Together, these projects, val-
ued at a combined total of
RO90.22mn, underscore Sarooj’s
capability to execute large-scale,
high-impact developments that
contribute to the country’s long-
term progress,’ the company
said.

The Adam-Thumrait dual car-
riageway project is being imple-
mented in multiple phases.
Earlier this month, Oman’s Ten-
der Board, acting on behalf of
MTCIT, awarded contracts for
three sections of the highway, in-
cluding Part 4 for RO118.37mn.
Part 3 was awarded for
RO70.03mn, while Part 5 was
valued at RO69.79mn.

Galfar Engineering and Con-
tracting Company was awarded
the contract for Part 4 of the
Adam-Thumrait dual-carriage-

way project, with a value of
RO118mn.

Eng Yousef bin Abdullah al-
Mujaini, Director General of
Roads and Land Transport at
MTCIT, recently said that the
work on the Adam-Thumrait
dual-carriageway project is ex-
pected to begin in early 2025, fol-
lowing the completion of
contractual procedures. “Once
completed, the dualisation of the
Adam-Thumrait road will be one
of the longest infrastructure pro-
jects undertaken by the ministry,”
Mujaini added.

Sarooj, which has a proven
track record in executing diverse
and complex projects, reaffirmed
its commitment to delivering in-
frastructure that not only meets

immediate functional needs but
also supports Oman’s broader vi-
sion of sustainable growth and in-
novation.

‘These awards reinforce our
trusted reputation for delivering
critical infrastructure projects
that align with Oman’s vision for
sustainable development. By
combining technical expertise, in-
novative practices, and an unwa-
vering commitment to quality,
Sarooj continues to play a key
role in shaping the sultanate’s fu-
ture,’ the company said. 

Sarooj has been at the fore-
front of Oman’s infrastructure
development, offering end-to-
end solutions that span road con-
struction, civil works, and
complex engineering challenges.
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MARKET WATCH
MSX30 4,578.37

FOREX RATES
(RO1 equals)

India 219.72 

Pakistan 722.36

Bangladesh 309.84

Philippines 152.26

Sri Lanka 753.66
*Rates as on December 02

Source: xe.com

$21bn deals
signed at China
supply chain expo
The second China

International Supply Chain

Expo wrapped up on Saturday,

having witnessed the

signature of over 210 trade

deals and tentative

agreements totaling more

than $21.17bn.

During the five-day expo,

over 600 exhibitors from

nearly 70 countries and

regions established

cooperative ties with more

than 37,000 upstream and

downstream suppliers, the

organizer said.

The CCPIT scheduled over

6,000 matchmaking sessions

for exhibitors and visitors,

facilitating the establishment

of more than 6,700

cooperation intentions.

This year's expo attracted

over 200,000 visitors, an

increase of about a third

compared to the inaugural

event.

As the world's first

national-level exhibition

focusing on supply chains, the

event has garnered significant

interest from multinationals.

Nearly one-third of this year's

exhibitors came from

overseas, up from 26 percent

last year. Major global players,

including GE HealthCare and

SAP, have already secured

their participation in the third

edition of the expo.

Zhang Shaogang, vice

chairman of the CCPIT,

emphasized that the expo is a

platform for both domestic

and international companies

to showcase their innovations,

engage in meaningful

business discussions, and

exchange views on

strengthening supply chain

cooperation.

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Increasing public demand, ex-
panding distribution channels,
the growing use of sukuk as a
public funding tool, and recent
regulatory reforms are expected
to drive further growth in
Oman's Islamic finance sector,
according to Fitch Ratings.

Fitch projects the size of
Oman’s Islamic finance industry
will exceed $40bn in the
medium term, estimating it at
$30.9bn as of September 2024.
Islamic banking assets represent
more than two-thirds (69%) of
this total, followed by outstand-
ing sukuk (30%) and takaful
contributions (1%).

A key regulatory development
came in October 2024, when the
Central Bank of Oman (CBO) in-
troduced the Bank Deposit Pro-
tection Law, addressing a
structural gap by extending de-
posit protection to Islamic banks. 

‘We expect this will enhance
confidence in Oman’s Islamic
banking sector, as the previous
deposit insurance scheme only
covered conventional banks,’
Fitch said in a report.

As of end-Q3 2024, total as-
sets of Oman’s Islamic banks
and windows reached RO8.2bn
(approximately $21.3bn), with Is-
lamic banking holding a market
share of 18.7% of the Omani

banking sector's total assets, ac-
cording to the latest CBO data.

‘Favourable economic condi-
tions, improving asset quality,
stable profitability, solid capitali-
sation, and adequate liquidity
should provide Islamic banks
with the flexibility to absorb
moderate shocks, particularly if

geopolitical tensions in the re-
gion intensify,’ Fitch noted.

The agency highlighted that
Islamic banks in Oman outpaced
their conventional counterparts
in terms of financing growth,
with Islamic banks growing their
financing portfolios by 12.6%
year-on-year by Q3 2024, com-

pared to just 3.2% for conven-
tional banks. Islamic deposit
growth also exceeded conven-
tional banks, rising 23.7%, com-
pared to 11.3% for conventional
banks.

‘Islamic banking windows
benefit from the established in-
frastructure of their parent con-

ventional banks, which results in
greater cost efficiency,’ Fitch
said. Profit-and-loss-sharing
contracts remain central to
Oman's Islamic banking system,
with diminishing musharaka ac-
counting for 43.1% of total fi-
nancing and wakala making up
23.6% at end-2023, it added.

Sukuk growth
Fitch also noted a significant rise
in Omani sukuk issuance, with
sukuk now comprising 21% of
the outstanding debt capital
market (DCM) mix. As of end-
Q3 2024, the Omani DCM
reached $45bn in outstanding
debt, a 0.8% increase year-on-
year. Fitch rated $6.5bn in out-
standing Omani sukuk in Q3
2024, split evenly between the
government and corporates.

Sukuk issuance in Oman
surged by 86% year-on-year,
reaching $2bn in the first nine
months of 2024, outpacing
growth in Omani bond issuance,
which rose by 53% to $5.6bn.

Despite the growth, Fitch
does not expect a significant
short-term surge in overall debt
issuance, as the sultanate’s gov-
ernment has been using its bud-
get surplus, bolstered by high oil
prices, to prepay debt.

Fitch also highlighted efforts
by the Omani authorities to de-
velop the DCM, including a CBO
circular issued in October 2024

aimed at bolstering the banking
sector’s resilience to climate-re-
lated risks. Additionally, Oman
introduced a sustainable finance
framework earlier this year and
issued new sukuk and bond reg-
ulations. 

‘These initiatives provide reg-
ulatory clarity and could support
further development of Oman’s
debt-capital market,’ Fitch said.

On the other hand, the Omani
takaful (Islamic insurance) sector
grew modestly in 2023, with
gross direct premiums reaching
RO76.8mn, a 0.8% increase
from the previous year. Takaful
policies totaled 316,933 at the
end of 2023, a 24% year-on-year
rise, with general takaful repre-
senting 89% of the total policies,
as per Fitch’s calculations.

Despite these advances, Fitch
noted that Oman’s Islamic fi-
nance sector remains one of the
smallest in the GCC and faces
challenges, including a lack of Is-
lamic liquidity-management in-
struments and smaller capital
bases compared to conventional
banks. These factors could limit
the sector's participation in major
government financing projects,
the agency said.

‘Nonetheless, the sector has
long-term growth potential,
driven by the recent regulatory
reforms and Oman’s predomi-
nantly Muslim population,’ Fitch
added.

Muscat - Oman National Engi-
neering & Investment Com-
pany (ONEIC) has secured a
RO5.98mn contract for the
construction of a sewer net-
work in A’seeb, awarded by
Nama Water Services Com-
pany.

The company disclosed in a
filing to the Muscat Stock Ex-
change on Sunday that it was
awarded the tender on

November 28, 2024. The pro-
ject will be completed over
three years, with a total value

of RO5,980,121.
ONEIC said it expects to

generate significant returns
from the project, which forms
part of a series of key infras-
tructure initiatives recently
awarded to the company. 

It added that the contract
will further strengthen its ex-
pertise in the construction and
maintenance of infrastructure
projects.

ONEIC wins RO6mn contract from Nama

Oman’s Islamic finance market to
cross $40bn in medium-term: Fitch

Sarooj wins RO90mn road
construction contracts

As of end-Q3 2024, total assets of Oman’s Islamic banks and
windows reached RO8.2bn, with Islamic banking holding a
market share of 18.7% of total banking sector assets

First contract, worth RO70.03mn,
involves construction of a 120km
dual carriageway linking Adam to
Thumrait. Second contract, valued
at RO20.19mn, pertains to road
construction at Jabal Shams
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The Centralized Utilities Com-
pany, known as Marafiq, has
launched an international tender
for the construction of a reverse
osmosis water desalination plant
in the Special Economic Zone at
Duqm (SEZAD). 

The facility will have a capacity
of 45mn liters per day (45,000
cubic meters per day) and will
provide industrial water and a
drainage system for an interna-
tional steel manufacturer operat-
ing in the zone, according to an
Oman News Agency report.

Eng Abdullah bin Mohammed
al Hashimi, CEO of Marafiq, said
that the new plant is part of the
company’s strategy to expand
and diversify its operations, en-
hance financial sustainability, and
increase its sources of income.

Hashimi emphasised that
Marafiq is a key provider of inte-
grated industrial services for
companies in the Duqm Special
Economic Zone. These services
include electricity, industrial cool-
ing water, industrial gases, and
sewage management. The com-
pany’s model allows businesses
in the zone to focus on their core
operations while Marafiq takes
care of essential infrastructure
and industrial services.

Hashimi also noted that the
new desalination plant will build

on the company’s previous suc-
cesses in the sector, particularly
the Duqm Integrated Power and
Water Plant. This facility, which
has a capacity of 326MW of
electricity and 36,000 cubic me-
ters of water per day, supplies
power to the Duqm Refinery, the
Ras Markaz Oil Storage Terminal,
as well as industrial cooling water
and a drainage system for the
Duqm Refinery.

Additionally, Marafiq man-
ages the drinking water system in
the Duqm Special Economic
Zone. The company has made
significant progress in expanding
the distribution network, reduc-
ing losses, increasing production
and storage capacity, and supply-
ing water to residential, commer-
cial, and tourist properties, as
well as projects within the zone.

Marafiq is a joint venture be-

tween the Oman’s OQ Group
and Gulf Energy Development
Company of Thailand. It spe-
cialises in providing essential in-
dustrial services such as
electricity, cooling water, indus-
trial water, industrial gases,
waste treatment, and drinking
water under a single umbrella
strategy, supporting investors
and various industries within the
Special Economic Zone in Duqm.

Abu Dhabi, UAE – Following the
board’s strategic endorsement,
UAE’s ADNOC recently an-
nounced the launch of XRG, a
groundbreaking international
lower-carbon energy and chem-
icals investment company, with
an enterprise value of over
$80bn.

XRG aims to more than double
its asset value over the next
decade by capitalising on de-
mand for low-carbon energy 
and chemicals driven by three
megatrends: the transformation
of energy, exponential growth of
AI, and the rise of emerging
economies. Building on
ADNOC’s expertise and transfor-
mational international acquisi-
tions, the independently operated
investment company will initially
focus on developing three core
strategic value platforms:

XRG’s Global Chemicals plat-
form aims to be a top 5 global
chemicals player, producing and
delivering chemical and specialty
products essential for modern
life, to meet the projected 70%
increase in global demand by
2050, according to a press re-
lease.

XRG’s International Gas plat-
form will build a world-scale in-
tegrated gas portfolio to help
meet the anticipated 15% in-
crease in global natural gas de-
mand over the next decade, as a

lower carbon transition fuel, as
well as meet the expected 65%
increase in demand for LNG by
2050.

XRG’s Low Carbon Energies
platform will invest in the solu-
tions needed to meet increasing
demand for low carbon energies
and decarbonization technolo-
gies to drive economic growth
through the energy transition.
The market for low carbon am-
monia alone is expected to grow
by between 70-90 million
tonnes per annum by 2040,
from close to zero now. 

Dr Sultan Ahmed al Jaber,
ADNOC Managing Director and
Group CEO, said, “In line with our
board mandate to prioritise

transformational growth, XRG
marks a bold new chapter for
ADNOC. Building on our unri-
valled track record in energy and
investments, network of global
partners, and strategic market
access, XRG will drive sustain-
able economic growth, foster
technological innovation, and de-
liver the energy and products
needed to improve lives around
the world. We are committed to
delivering long-term value for
our stakeholders and reinforcing
Abu Dhabi and the UAE’s role as
a global energy and chemicals
leader.’’

XRG will formally commence
activities in Q1 2025. A global
strategy day will be held in 2025.

Beijing, China – China's manu-
facturing sector registered accel-
erated expansion in November
thanks to government policy
support, data from the National
Bureau of Statistics (NBS)
showed on Saturday.

The purchasing managers'
index (PMI) for China's manu-
facturing sector came in at 50.3
in November, up from 50.1 in Oc-
tober, according to the NBS.

A reading above 50 indicates
expansion, while a reading below
50 reflects contraction.

China's manufacturing sector
saw accelerated expansion in
November as a series of incre-
mental policies and existing poli-
cies gradually took effect,
according to NBS statistician
Zhao Qinghe.

Both supply and demand in
the manufacturing sector saw re-
covery in November, with the
sub-indices for production and
new orders rising to 52.4 and
50.8, respectively, Zhao said.

Notably, the general equip-
ment and automotive industries
reported rapid expansion, with
their production and new order
sub-indices coming in above 54.

NBS data also showed that
key sectors such as high-tech
manufacturing and consumer
goods, as well as equipment
manufacturing, continued to per-
form stably and positively.

Market sentiment continued
to improve in November, with
the business expectation index
rising to 54.7, reflecting growing
confidence among manufactur-
ers.

Saturday's data also showed
that the non-manufacturing PMI
came in at 50 in November,
down from 50.2 in October, and
the general PMI stood at 50.8,
unchanged from October.

The business expectation
index for the services sector re-
mained at a high level of 57.3 in
November, while that for the

construction sector rose to 55.6,
indicating improved market sen-
timent in both sectors, according
to the NBS.

Since September, various gov-
ernment departments have in-
troduced significant incremental
policies aimed at bolstering eco-
nomic growth.

These measures focused on
five key areas: enhancing
macroeconomic countercyclical
adjustment, expanding effective
domestic demand, increasing
support for enterprises, stabiliz-
ing the real estate market, and

boosting the capital market.
As the benefits of the incre-

mental policy package and exist-
ing policies unfold, there has
been a boost to economic vital-
ity, optimized industrial struc-
tures and enterprise confidence,
said Wen Tao, an analyst at the
China Logistics Information Cen-
ter.

On the whole, positive
changes have continued to accu-
mulate, and China's current eco-
nomic recovery has been
consolidated further, Wen said.
Xinhua

Islamabad, Pakistan – Thanks to
cheap Chinese solar technology
imports, Pakistan is expected to
add an estimated 17 GW of solar
power in 2024, which is more
than a third of the country's en-
tire generating capacity.

The surge is "probably the
most extreme" case "that has
happened in any country in the
world with the speed that has
happened," according to energy
analyst Dave Jones, who tracks
the global energy transition at
think tank Ember in the UK.

This growth places Pakistan
as one of the top installers of
solar panels globally for 2024, in
the company of much bigger,
richer economies like China, the
US and Germany, Jones' team
found.

Countrywide, consumers,
businesses and industries 
are rushing to tap into the cheap
renewable power source as an
alternative to the erratic and ex-
pensive state-provided, largely
fossil-fuel-based energy. 

Pakistan's unreliable power
grid, compounded by under-
supply and poor infrastructure,
means that millions of people
live in constant uncertainty.
Many households around the
country have also been crippled
by soaring energy prices over
the past three years, inflated by
high oil and gas prices post
Putin's invasion of Ukraine, an
over-investment in thermal
power plants and government
subsidy cuts to meet Interna-
tional Monetary Fund loan con-
ditions.

"It's come to that point now
that, for daytime electricity, it is
a no-brainer for people in Pak-
istan to go out there and to be
doing this on the scale that
they're doing it," Jones said.

It is unclear exactly how
much of the total imported solar
capacity will be installed in
2024, as government records
cannot keep pace with the speed
of the consumer-led transition.
But for homes across the coun-
try, the energy switch is already
making a difference.

Short-lived surge as
grid suffers?
The boom puts Pakistan on a bet-
ter pathway to achieve its goal of
60% renewable energy by 2030.
But the mass solar upswing has-
n't been without complications.

As increasing numbers of peo-
ple use solar power to meet their
own energy needs during the day,
the sudden drop in demand is
causing problems for operators
of the main national electricity
grid.

"The way those power plants
were planned and funded was to
run a minimum amount of
hours," said Jones. Because
they're no longer meeting those
minimum hours, the electricity
they do provide is becoming sig-
nificantly more expensive for the
remaining consumers, Jones ex-
plained.

"It's also causing problems for
balancing the grid more gener-
ally," he added, as operators are
struggling to predict how much
energy they will need to provide
and when.

Jones warned that if the gov-

ernment perceives the con-
sumer-led solar boom as too dis-
ruptive, it could cut the surge
short.

"What really risks happening
in Pakistan now is that you have
a blanket ban on any more solar
coming in," he said.

Pakistan's solar revolution is
only possible because of the
plummeting cost of solar PV
modules, which have reduced in
price by 90% in the last 15 years
alone. Most cheap solar panels
are sold by China, the world's
number one manufacturer of
solar PV modules.

Over four decades, solar
power has gone from being one
of the most expensive, out-of-
reach electricity sources to just
about the cheapest in most
places around the world.

Pakistan is not the only coun-
try tapping into the cost-saving
clean alternative. Throughout
2024, Jones' team at Ember
tracked high numbers of Chinese
solar exports to Saudi Arabia, the
Philippines, the United Arab Emi-
rates, Thailand, South Africa and
Oman.

"It is transformative and it's af-
fordable," said Azeem Azhar, au-
thor, tech entrepreneur and
founder of research group Expo-
nential View, who likens the ex-
ponential drop in the cost of solar
technology to the PC revolution
of the 1980s.

"What we saw then was an
expansion of computing across
our economies and the democra-
tization of that particular technol-
ogy," said Azhar.
DW

Pakistan’s surprise solar
surge shocks experts, grid 

UAE’s ADNOC launches
$80bn low-carbon energy
investment company

Tender issued for new water
desalination plant in Duqm 

China's manufacturing sector posts 
faster expansion amid policy support

Eleanor Butler

Turkey’s economy shrank 0.2%
quarter-on-quarter in the pe-
riod from July to September,
said the Turkish Statistical Insti-
tute on Friday.

This comes after a decline of
the same scale in the second
quarter of the year, confirming
that the economy is in reces-
sion.

Turkey recorded 2.1% year-
on-year growth in the third

quarter, following a reading of
2.4% in the period from April to
June.

Household consumption
contracted by 0.3% quarter-
on-quarter and government
consumption dropped by 0.4%.

Compared to the previous
year, household consumption
increased by 3.1% and govern-
ment consumption fell by
0.9%.

“The central bank suggested
at its meeting last week that it

thought domestic demand was
slowing, and today’s data sup-
ports this view,” said Nicholas
Farr, Emerging Europe
Economist at Capital Eco-
nomics.

“This could raise expecta-
tions that the central bank may
cut interest rates as soon as its
December meeting,” he noted -
although he argued this would
be “jumping the gun”.

Inflation is still strong in
Turkey, coming in at 48.6%

year-on-year in October. 
Farr predicted that interest

rate cuts are likely to begin early
next year.

The key rate has been held at
50% for eight consecutive
months, which has dampened
consumption.

Imports of goods and ser-
vices also decreased 9.6%
year-on-year in the third quar-
ter, allowing Turkey to improve
its trade deficit.
(Source: Euronews.com)

Turkish economy shrinks amid high interest rates

The plant will have a capacity of 45,000 cubic meters per day
and will provide industrial water and a drainage system for an
international steel manufacturer operating in SAZAD

A solar surge has
reached new
heights in Pakistan,
sparking what
some experts are
calling one of 
the fastest solar 
revolutions in the
world
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Avenir Career Fair brings bouquet
of global educational opportunities
The Avenir Career Fair 2024 was
inaugurated on Friday at Hotel
Crowne Plaza Muscat, drawing a
large crowd of eager students
and their parents seeking guid-
ance on pursuing higher educa-
tion abroad. 

The event, offers a unique
platform to connect with top in-
ternational universities, colleges,
and financial institutions, provid-
ing valuable insights into the ad-
mission process, scholarships,
visa counseling, and more.

With a dynamic atmosphere,
the event has quickly become a
hub for future scholars, offering
a wealth of information on apply-
ing to prestigious institutions
across the globe. The fair was
open on Saturday from 10.30am
to 8.30pm, Crowne Plaza Mus-
cat OCEC (Oman Convention
and Exhibition Centre).

The event was formally inau-
gurated by Prof Dr Ugur Guven,
Advisory Council Member to the
United Nations Center for Space
Science and Space Technology
Education in the Asia-Pacific Re-
gion (UN CSSTEAP), who com-
mended the initiative for bringing
together a wealth of educational
institutions under one roof  in
Muscat. 

"Avenir Career Fair 2024 pro-
vides a unique opportunity for
students and parents to interact
with top universities and col-
leges, making it easier to navi-

gate the process of choosing and
applying for higher education
abroad," said Prof Guven.

With over two dozen of stalls
featuring prominent universities
and colleges, the fair offered a

one-stop platform for students
looking to pursue their dreams
overseas. Enthusiastic crowds
filled the event space, with stu-
dents accompanied by their par-
ents, engaging in meaningful

conversations with representa-
tives from a range of disciplines
including engineering, medicine,
arts, management, and more.

The Avenir Career Fair is not
just about showcasing educa-

tional opportunities - it’s also
about empowering students with
the essential tools and knowl-
edge needed to make informed
decisions. The list of participating
institutions included world-

renowned universities and col-
leges, financial institutions offer-
ing scholarships and student
loans, as well as companies pro-
viding career guidance and visa
counseling.

Some of the key participating
institutions are Manipal Univer-
sity College - Malaysia, Univer-
sity of Delhi, Banaras Hindu
University, BITS Pilani, Amity
University Dubai, Jain University
-Bangalore, Symbiosis,  S P Jain
School of Global Management
and many more.

"Fueling students’ dreams
with opportunities galore under
one roof," said Tribhuwan Pratap
Singh, Director of Edunial In-
fotech Services LLP, the event's
marketing agency in India. He ex-
pressed his satisfaction with the
high turnout on the first day and
encouraged even more students
to attend on Saturday. 

“Such golden opportunities
don’t come around often. We in-
vite all senior students and their
families to visit today and make
the most of this exceptional
event. It’s a one-stop destination
for anyone seeking the right ca-
reer path.”

The fair emphasizes person-
alised interaction, offering tai-
lored advice on admissions, visa
processes, scholarship opportu-
nities, career guidance, and fi-
nancial assistance. 

“The Avenir Career Fair 2024
aims to equip students with the
tools and information they need
to navigate their journey to study
abroad,” explained Mobin Beg,
Business Head at Nexus Novel,
the host of the event.

The Public Authority for Spe-
cial Economic Zones and Free
Zones OPAZ has adopted a
number of initiatives aimed at
improving the health of em-
ployees, with the goal of en-
hancing performance
efficiency and creating suit-
able conditions in the work-
place. 

These initiatives include
implementing several pro-
grams throughout the year to
raise awareness on how to
handle emergency situations,
prevent chronic diseases, pro-
mote positive thinking among
employees, and prepare them
to deal with stressful work
conditions. 

The programmes aim to
equip employees with the
necessary skills to cope with
challenges they may face in
their daily work duties or in
their personal lives.

Abdul Majid bin Abdullah
al Ansari, General Director of
the Support Services Sector at
OPAZ, stated that these initia-
tives align with the Authority's
strategic plan within the
framework of the Institutional
Excellence Programme. 

This programme includes
objectives that involve the Au-
thority's management taking
necessary measures to ensure
the presence of employees

who enjoy good health and
possess the skills suitable for
the nature of the Authority's
work and achieving its goals.

He added that this year,
several regular health check-
ups were conducted to ensure
the physical well-being of em-
ployees during working hours. 

In addition, workshops and
initiatives were carried out for
employees on first aid, healthy
nutrition, and general health
care through early detection of
chronic diseases, as well as
initiatives to promote mental
health and ways to deal with
stressful work conditions. 

These initiatives were exe-
cuted in cooperation with sev-
eral hospitals and private
healthcare centres.

He pointed out that the
programmes implemented
this year included increasing
knowledge of first aid tech-
niques, whether at work or at
home. 

They focused on training
employees on how to deal
with various emergency situa-
tions such as burns, fractures,
wounds, drowning, head in-
juries, choking, and cardiac ar-
rest, among other
emergencies, with the goal of
providing necessary support
to the injured until medical
care arrives.

OPAZ initiatives
to improve 
employees’ health

ahlibank recognised as
‘Best Conventional Bank’
Continuing its journey as a ‘Part-
ner in Excellence’, ahlibank, one
of the most prestigious banks in
the Sultanate of Oman, has re-
cently been recognised as the
‘Best Conventional Bank in
Oman’ for the year 2024 by the
Union of Arab Banks. 

The award is a testament to
ahlibank’s leading status in the
sultanate, showcasing its bank-
ing expertise and forward-think-
ing vision as a thriving center for
banking. Receiving the award on
behalf of the bank was Jumana al
Hashmi, AGM Head of Market-
ing & Corporate Communica-
tions.

The award was given in
recognition of the best in the
banking sector, highlighting the
various institutions whose efforts
have made a significant impact
on the economy. It shed the
spotlight on ahlibank, attesting to
its outstanding contributions in
driving forward the Omani bank-
ing sector. 

Above all, it underscored the
dedication and hard work of the
ahlibank team that has been at
the heart of its successes, em-

bodying the bank’s ethos as a
true ‘Partner in Excellence.’

On receiving the award, Ju-
mana said, “At ahlibank, we are
committed to reaching new
milestones in an ever-evolving
and competitive market. The
banking sector has experienced
remarkable growth in recent
years. And with resilience and
adaptability, we have success-
fully navigated these changes,
maintaining a steady upward tra-
jectory. 

“We are deeply grateful to the

Union of Arab Banks for honour-
ing us with the Best Conventional
Bank in Oman award. This recog-
nition not only reflects our relent-
less drive but also motivates us
to continue striving to attain
greater milestones.”

“Our growth and success are
a direct result of our unwavering
commitment to customer-cen-
tricity. We remain focused on
achieving sustainable growth
and continuing to meet the
evolving needs of our cus-
tomers,” she added.

Tax Authority holds
interactive workshop
for entrepreneurs
As part of the second phase of
the ‘Tax Culture’ initiative in
Muscat governorate, and within
the framework of targeting en-
trepreneurs, the Tax Authority
organised an interactive work-
shop on ‘VAT’.

The workshop - held , in col-
laboration with the SMEs Devel-
opment Authority - covered
various aspects of VAT, such as:
calculation mechanisms and the
method of submitting tax returns.
It also highlighted the pivotal role

of SMEs in the national economy
and the incentives provided by
the government to support them. 

As part of this initiative, the
Tax Authority opens several vital
booths in the Ministry of Com-
merce, Industry, and Investment
Promotion, SMEs Development
Authority, as well as Ministry of
Labour to provide direct support
to entrepreneurs and answer
their tax inquiries, thereby boost-
ing their confidence in the tax
system.

British singer Anthony Strong delivers jazz night at ROHM
British jazz singer Anthony
Strong brought his signature
charm and talent to the Royal
Opera House of Musical Arts on
November 28 and 29, treating
audiences to two spectacular
evenings of jazz. The programme
featured timeless classics by jazz
legends such as Nat King Cole
and Frank Sinatra, alongside
Strong’s own original songs, all
performed with the exceptional
accompaniment of the Latvian
Radio Big Band.

With his sharp suits and mag-
netic stage presence, Strong de-
livered an unforgettable
performance, blending soulful
renditions of iconic jazz stan-
dards like Whatever Lola Wants

by Adler and Ross, Luck Be a
Lady by Frank Loesser, and Irving
Berlin’s Cheek to Cheek. Each
piece, enhanced by the dynamic
energy of the Latvian Radio Big

Band, celebrated a deep-rooted
love for jazz that resonated with
the audience.

Commenting on the concert,
Anthony Strong said, “Performing

at the Royal Opera House of Mu-
sical Arts was a real honour for
me. What a stage, what a venue!
Sharing my music with the audi-
ence was deeply rewarding,

made even more special by the
exceptional Latvian Radio Big
Band. It’s an experience that will
remain a real highlight in my ca-
reer and one I shan’t forget soon!”

ROHM will continue its vi-
brant 2024/25 season with an
exceptional line-up of events. On
December 5 and 7, Gaetano
Donizetti’s much-loved opera La
Fille du Régiment will enchant
audiences with its witty and
heartwarming tale of love and
identity, performed by a world-
class cast and accompanied by
La Corelli Orchestra. An Opera
Talk on December 4  at 7pm will
offer insights into the history and
artistry behind this celebrated
work.
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Injaz implements measures to
develop student skills in Buraimi
The schools in Oman, in contin-
uation of their various educa-
tional initiatives, is adopting
newer measures to improve the
country’s education system with
enhanced quality of education. 

These initiatives include de-
veloping curricula, enhancing use
of technology in education, in ad-
dition to supporting extracurric-
ular activities, which can develop
students’ skills and abilities, a re-
lease stated.

The government is keen to
improve the learning environ-
ment so as to prepare a genera-
tion capable of facing the
challenges of the future, and par-
ticipate effectively in building the
nation, the release added.

The Injaz Initiative is one of
these initiatives that aim to de-
velop students’ skills in applied
science subjects, implemented
by Amina bint Al Imam Jabir bin
Zaid School (9-12) in Buraimi
governorate. 

This report reviews its posi-
tive impact on the educational
process, students, and the most
prominent successes achieved
by the initiative represented in
raising the academic levels of the
school’s students.

The Injaz Initiative focuses on
developing students’ skills in ap-
plied science subjects and tar-
gets students in grades 10 and 11.
It provides incentives and dis-
counts through the Injaz card for
those who qualify for competi-
tive tests, which are provided by
the entities and companies sup-
porting the initiative.

The Injaz card is rewarded
after obtaining the three chal-
lenge cards (bronze, silver, gold).
The initiative is implemented by
conducting competitive tests at
the level of Al Buraimi Gover-
norate via the initiative’s digital
platform, and students passing
periodic tests in applied science
subjects to obtain the Injaz card.

Samia al Balushi, Head-
mistress of Amina bint Imam

Jabir bin Zaid School and Direc-
tor of the Initiative, reiterated
that the Injaz Initiative is keen to
enhance the partnership be-
tween schools and the local
community, which serves the ed-
ucational process, by activating
e-learning in the educational pro-
cess, and raising the academic
level of students in applied sci-
ence subjects.

She stated that the initiative’s

work team includes the initiative
manager responsible for manag-
ing and implementing the initia-
tive in general, the academic
team 1, whose role is to formu-
late test questions, and the aca-
demic team 2, which implements
the tests, evaluates student per-
formance, and analyses statistics
on the digital platform. 

There is also a marketing and
public relations team, and an-

other team specialising in tech-
nology, which helps in develop-
ing the electronic system for
managing competitions and dis-
tributing discount cards.

Mona al Alawi, an IT teacher
at Amina bint Al-Imam Jabir bin
Zaid School and a main member
of the initiative, informed that the
initiative goes through four
stages, starting with the planning
and preparation stage, by form-
ing a work team consisting of ex-
ecutive officials and educational
supervisors, identifying the sup-
porting entities, and concluding
agreements with them. 

In the second stage, the team
is promoting the initiative in
schools and the local community
to increase awareness and moti-
vate students to work hard and
persevere. 

“In this stage, we encourage
the supporting entities to partic-
ipate and provide incentives and
discounts to students.”

The third stage is the organi-
sation and implementation
stage. In this stage, the digital
platform is designed for the ini-
tiative’s electronic content, in
which competitive tests are also
implemented, and challenge
cards are presented. 

The last stage is the monitor-
ing and evaluation stage. In this
stage, the progress of the stu-
dents’ level is monitored, they
are motivated to excel and per-
severe, and the initiative’s indica-
tors are analysed in raising the
academic level of the participat-
ing students.

Lexus ES300h with hybrid capabilities
creates unique statement of elegance
The Lexus ES300h, with its dual-
motor setup and hybrid capabil-
ities, has come up as an
exceptionally powerful and fuel-
efficient sedan that adequately
highlights the uniqueness of
Lexus brand. 

Thanks to its auto-charging
system, there's no need to plug
in – one can simply drive and
enjoy. With advanced technolo-
gies, the ES Hybrid offers an im-
pressive 24.1km per litre mileage.

The Lexus ES300h delivers a
smooth and exhilarating ride
with its 2.5L, 16-valve DOHC en-
gine, featuring VVT-iE (intake)
and VVT-i, producing 215hp. 

At Lexus, every vehicle repre-
sents a journey of life. The
ES300h stands apart with its so-
phisticated and modern exteriors.
Designed with modern aesthetics
in mind, it features Lexus' signa-
ture front grille, Bi-LED head-
lamps, a rear spoiler, a moon roof
with tilt-and-slide functionality,

and power-retractable outer
rear-view mirrors with auto-tilt-
down in reverse mode.

The interior of the ES300h is
a blend of luxury and advanced
technology. The 3-spoke leather
and wood-finished steering
wheel offers a premium feel,
while the cabin features a wire-
less charging tray, a 17-speaker
Mark Levinson Audio system, an
8-inch touchscreen display, An-

droid Auto and Apple Car Play
functionalities to experience
seamless connectivity.

For added comfort, the
ES300h is equipped with tri-zone
air conditioning, an uplifting am-
bient lighting system with inner
handle illumination, and a head-
up display for increased visibility.
With adjustable legroom and 8-
way power-adjustable front seats
that include cushion length ad-

justments and memory seats for
the driver, Powered Sunshades
and Smart Power Tailgate with
kick sensors, passengers can
enjoy a comfortable journey,
whether short or long.

Lexus introduces a compre-
hensive set of safety technologies
to ensure a composed and plea-
surable driving experience. Make
every drive a breeze and enjoy
precious moments, the ES300h
is equipped with advanced fea-
tures such as blind-spot monitor-
ing, Rear cross-traffic alert, lane
tracing assist, pre-collision assist,
SRS airbags, and an adaptive
high-beam system that con-
tribute to peace of mind and lets
you drive with confidence. Addi-
tional safety features include an
electric parking brake with brake
hold, pre-crash safety system,
auto speed sensing door lock,
child restraint seat in the rear,
and tyre pressure warning sys-
tem among others.

Hyundai launches eight
iPhone prizes in raffle
Hyundai Oman, represented by
OTE Group, has launched an ex-
clusive offer on its popular pas-
senger car lineup, available till
January 31, 2025. 

This limited-time offer brings
customers an exciting array of
benefits and the chance to win
one of eight iPhone 16s through
a raffle. This offer extends to
Hyundai's complete range of
passenger vehicles, including the
Grand i10, Accent, Elantra,
Sonata, Creta, Kona, Tucson,
Santa Fe, Palisade, and Staria.

According to a press state-
ment, there will be a raffle draw

offering everyone a chance to win
one of eight iPhone 16s. Under
comprehensive ownership bene-
fits, one can enjoy four years of
unlimited mileage service, first-
year insurance and registration,
and a five-year/100,000km
manufacturer warranty.

“Hyundai Oman is delighted
to introduce this fantastic offer
as we continue our commitment
to providing added value, reliabil-
ity, and excellence to our cus-
tomers,” said a senior
spokesperson at Hyundai Oman. 

“Our goal is to enhance the
ownership experience by offer-

ing top-tier vehicles with com-
prehensive support and exciting
rewards, such as our extensive
warranty and service packages.”

Hyundai's lineup is celebrated
for its high-quality construction,
advanced safety features, and
modern design. Each Hyundai
model, from the compact and ef-
ficient Grand i10 to the spacious
and versatile Staria, combines in-
novation with comfort, providing
an optimal driving experience for
all. Hyundai vehicles are known
for their durability, performance,
and adaptability to diverse driv-
ing conditions.

In line with its customer-centric
vision ‘To serve you better,
every day’ and strategy to en-
hance communication with
customers, Bank Muscat ex-
tended its automated commu-
nication service via WhatsApp
to exclusively the bank’s Asalah
Priority Banking customers.

Through this service, cus-
tomers can utilise advanced
search features, both in Arabic
and English, to learn more
about the products and ser-
vices of the bank.

They may also avail the ser-

vice to raise inquiries about
these services from 8.00am to
10.30pm every day, with the
help of a dedicated customer
service team to respond to cus-
tomer inquiries. The WhatsApp
service has witnessed signifi-
cant engagement from Asalah
Priority Banking customers,
since its launch. Customers are
availing a wide range of services
through the platform, that has
facilitated and enhanced com-
munication between the Bank
and customers. 

In addition, the bank has in-

troduced a general WhatsApp
service for all customers to ob-
tain details and features about
the banking services. 

Asalah customers can easily
send ‘Hi’ or ‘Hello’ to the dedi-
cated WhatsApp number to re-
ceive all information related to
their Asalah membership
whether it is travel or banking
benefits. One can save the des-
ignated number on their
phones, and it will automati-
cally appear on WhatsApp as
the dedicated account for
Asalah customers. 

Asalah Priority Banking customers
get Bank Muscat WhatsApp service

United Finance inducts Omani graduates
United Finance Company has
announced the induction of ten
Omani university graduates into
its team through its Training-to-
Employment Programme,
launched in collaboration with
the Ministry of Labour and the
Middle East Institute.

This initiative reflects the
company’s commitment to sup-
porting young national talents
and empowering them to enter
the job market by providing
hands-on training opportunities
that equip them with the neces-
sary skills and practical experi-
ence to advance their careers.  

Commenting on the pro-
gramme, Nasser al Rashdi, CEO
of United Finance Company,

said, "At United Finance, we be-
lieve in the importance of our
role in contributing to commu-
nity development and enhancing
the capabilities of young Omani

talents. This program reflects our
dedication to supporting job
seekers and helping them
achieve their professional aspira-
tions.”

The company affirms that
such initiatives are part of its on-
going strategy to support Oman-
isation efforts, in alignment with
Oman Vision 2040.
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Bucharest, Romania - Romanians
are voting in parliamentary elec-
tions, just days after the NATO
country saw far-right and pro-
Russian candidate Calin
Georgescu win the first round of
presidential polls.

With far-right parties tipped to
win Sunday’s vote, many fear that
the country’s major role in sup-
porting neighbouring Ukraine
amid the full-scale invasion by
Moscow could be undermined.

The vote comes as Romania is
suffering from soaring inflation,
while many fear being dragged
into the war in Ukraine.

Polling stations opened at 7am
(0500 GMT) and will close at
9pm. An exit poll due to be pub-
lished shortly afterward.

The far-right Alliance for Unit-
ing Romanians (AUR), whose
leader George Simion - a fan of

US President-elect Donald
Trump - won nearly 14% of the
presidential vote, has topped the
latest polls on more than 22%.

A survey by pollster AtlasIntel
put it ahead of both the ruling
leftist Social Democrats (PSD) at
21.4% and their coalition ally, the
centre-right Liberal Party (PNL),
at 13.4%. The opposition centre-

right Save Romania Union (USR),
whose presidential candidate,
Elena Lasconi, came second in
the presidential elections, had
17.5% support in the poll.

Another far-right party, the
Party of Young People (POT),
which supports Georgescu, could
reach the 5% threshold to enter
parliament, as could the other

ultra-right contender, the SOS
Romania party.

Altogether, the three far-right
parties are predicted to win more
than 30% of the vote.

The parliamentary election is
taking place against the backdrop
of a recount of the first round of
last week’s presidential election
after the surprise victory by
Georgescu, a NATO opponent
who conducted his campaign
largely over social-media plat-
form TikTok.

The recount was ordered by
the Constitutional Court amid
allegations of irregularities and
possible interference in the elec-
tion. The court is to decide next
week whether a run-off be-
tween Georgescu and Lasconi
will go ahead as planned on De-
cember 8.
DW

Romanians vote as far right, Russia loom large

Romanians are voting for a new parliament

Washington, D.C., US - US Pres-
ident-elect Donald Trump has
nominated loyalist Kash Patel to
lead the US Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation, amid a series of con-
troversial picks following his
November victory.

“Kash is a brilliant lawyer, in-
vestigator, and ‘America First’
fighter who has spent his career
exposing corruption, defending
Justice, and protecting the
American People,” Trump wrote
in a post on Truth Social an-
nouncing the nomination.

The nomination comes to
confirm earlier expectations that
Trump would replace the FBI’s
current director Christopher
Wray, whom he had picked in
2017 but later turned against.

It was during Wray’s tenure
that the FBI carried out a court-
approved search at Trump’s
Mar-a-Lago estate in search of
classified documents.

Who is Kash Patel?
The 44-year-old former federal
public defender and former fed-
eral prosecutor first emerged as
a controversial figure during
Trump’s first presidential term.

He worked as an aide to for-
mer House Intelligence Commit-
tee Chairman Devin Nunes. Patel
during that stint was an integral
part of leading the House Repub-
lican’s probe into the FBI’s 2016
investigation into contacts be-
tween Trump’s 2016 campaign
and Moscow.

He was also suspected of se-
cretly serving as a back channel
between Trump and Ukraine
without authorisation during the
former president’s first impeach-
ment trial, although he denies
this.

That impeachment came over
allegations that Trump had with-

held aid from Ukraine to pressure
Kyiv into probing Hunter Biden in
an effort to boost his reelection
chances against rival Joe Biden.

Even after Trump’s presiden-
tial term ended, Patel remained
within his orbit, being among
several people the former presi-
dent designated as a representa-
tive for access to his presidential
records.

He was among the few former
Trump administration officials
who claimed without evidence
that Trump had declassified all

the records in question.
He has previously shared con-

troversial views regarding the
FBI, including calls for stripping
the bureau of its intelligence-
gathering role, as well as hunting
down any of its employees who
refuse to support Trump’s
agenda.

Patel also said he would be
after all ‘conspirators’, including
in the media.

Trump also announced on
Saturday that he nominated
Charles Kushner, a prominent

New Jersey businessman, to
serve as ambassador to France.

Kushner is the father of Jared
Kushner, who is a son-in-law of
Trump, who served as a senior
adviser during his presidency.

“I am pleased to nominate
Charles Kushner, of New Jersey,
to serve as the US Ambassador
to France,” Trump wrote his
Truth Social platform.

“He is a tremendous business
leader, philanthropist, & deal-
maker, who will be a strong ad-
vocate representing our Country
& its interests,” he added.

Kushner is the founder and
chairman of Kushner Compa-
nies, a privately held real estate
firm, and he has held influential
roles, including recognition as
New Jersey Entrepreneur of the
Year by Ernst & Young.

He has also been involved in

public service, including serving
on the US Holocaust Memorial
Council and as chairman of the
Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey.

Trump highlighted the long-
standing connections between
the Kushner family and his ad-
ministration, noting Jared’s close
work with Trump in the White
House on initiatives like Opera-
tion Warp Speed to develop and
distribute the coronavirus vac-
cine, criminal justice reform and
the Abraham Accords, which say
several Arab nations sign normal-
isation agreements with Israel.

“Together, we will strengthen
America’s partnership with
France, our oldest Ally, & one of
our greatest!” Trump added, em-
phasising the importance of the
US-France relationship.
Agencies

Trump nominates loyalist
Kash Patel as FBI director

The nomination is the latest in a series of controversial picks following Trump’s November victory

Tbilisi, Georgia - Georgians
protesting the government’s de-
cision to delay European Union
membership talks clashed with
security forces outside parlia-
ment in the capital Tbilisi on Sat-
urday evening.

Thousands of protesters took
to the streets for the third night
in a row. The protests, which
have seen over a hundred ar-
rested, have been the biggest
since the ruling Georgian Dream
party claimed victory in Octo-
ber’s contested parliamentary
elections.

Police fired tear gas, rubber
bullets and used water cannons
in an effort to disperse the rallies.

Protesters outside parliament
used fireworks, with flames re-
portedly seen coming out of a
parliament building window.

Some of the protesters set up
barricades on Tbilisi’s main av-
enue. Others on the steps of par-
liament burned an effigy of
Bidzina Ivanishvili, the Dream
party’s founder and Georgia’s
richest man.“I am afraid - I won’t
hide it - that many people will
get injured, but I am not afraid to
stand here,” 39-year-old Tamar
Gelashvili told the AFP news
agency near the parliament
building earlier in the day.

The Interior Ministry said that
‘the actions of some individuals

present at the protest became
violent shortly after the demon-
stration began’.

“Police will respond appropri-
ately and in accordance with the
law to every violation,” it said.
Protests also took place in vari-
ous other cities across Georgia.

The EU’s new foreign policy
chief, Kaja Kallas, warned Geor-
gian authorities on Sunday over
violence against demonstrators.

“It is clear that using violence
against peaceful protesters is
not acceptable, and the Geor-
gian government should respect
the will of the Georgian people,”
Kallas said told journalists.

Earlier on Saturday, Prime

Minister Irakli Kobakhidze had
accused the pro-EU opposition
of plotting a revolution, while the
State Security Service said polit-
ical parties were trying to ‘over-
throw the government by force’.

EU membership is a highly
popular goal in the former Soviet
republic. 

“The people of Georgia are
trying to protect their constitu-
tion, trying to protect their coun-
try and the state, and they are
trying to tell our government
that rule of law means every-
thing,” protester Tina
Kupreishvili told the Reuters
news agency outside parliament.
DW

Georgia: Clashes outside parliament on third protest night

A CHRISTMAS MARKET IN PRAGUE

A woman chooses holiday decorations at a Christmas market at the Old Town Square in Prague, the Czech

Republic, on Saturday (Xinhua)

Hanoi, Vietnam - Vietnam on
Saturday announced plans to
build a US$67bn high-speed
railway from the northern capi-
tal, Hanoi, to Ho Chi Minh City
in the south.

The Vietnamese government
said that it hopes the much-
needed boost to infrastructure
can drive growth and raise Viet-
nam’s reputation among foreign
investors.

What we know 
about the plan
“The national assembly voted
to approve... a resolution on in-
vestment policies for the high-
speed railway project on the
North-South axis,” said a state-
ment on the Vietnamese parlia-
ment’s website.

The railway is planned to
stretch more than 1,500km
(930 miles) from the capital in
the north to the country’s busi-
ness hub, formerly known as
Saigon, in the south.

Construction is expected to
start in 2027, with Vietnam
hoping that the first trains will
operate by 2035. However, the
country has been dogged by de-
lays on previous infrastructure
projects.

Due to the difficult terrain,

60% of the route will run over
bridges. Another 10% will run
through tunnels, and only 30%
is planned to be at ground level.
Financing for the project is still
unclear.

The route is expected to pass
through 20 provinces and cities,
with 23 passenger stations and
five freight stations along the
way. State media said the trains
would transport both people
and goods and also service de-
fence needs.

Need for 
north-south corridor
The project would reduce the
current journey time by rail
from 30 hours to around five.

Deputy Minister of Trans-
port Nguyen Danh Huy said
studies had highlighted a need
for faster options on the north-
south corridor.

“This project is pivotal for re-
structuring transport shares
and serves as a cornerstone for
Vietnam’s leap into a new era of
growth,” he said.

Vietnam’s transport infras-
tructure is considered relatively
poor, with a road network
struggling to meet demand and
an underdeveloped rail system.
DW

Vietnam plans to
build north-south 
highspeed rail link

Kash is a brilliant lawyer, investigator,
and ‘America First’ fighter who 
has spent his career exposing 
corruption, defending Justice, and 
protecting the American People
DONALD TRUMP



Gaza City, Palestine - The UN
agency for Palestinian refugees
(UNRWA) said on Sunday that
more than 415,000 displaced in-
dividuals in Gaza are currently
taking refuge in its school build-
ings. In a statement shared on
social media, UNRWA posted
the testimony of Aisha, one of
the many Gazan women taking
shelter in a school.

Expressing her exhaustion,
Aisha said: “This place is meant
for education, not for living.”

“We suffer immensely under
the health conditions we are ex-
periencing, the economic condi-
tions, the struggle to secure food
and drink - there is no support,
no assistance,” she added.

“Hundreds of thousands more
are trying to survive in even
worse conditions in makeshift
shelters,” the UN agency said.

On Sunday, the UNRWA also
suspended the delivery of hu-
manitarian aid into the Gaza
Strip through the Israeli-held
Kerem Shalom crossing due to
insecurity.

“We are pausing the delivery
of aid through Kerem Shalom,
the main crossing point for hu-
manitarian aid into Gaza. The
road out of this crossing has not
been safe for months,” UNRWA
Commissioner-General Philippe
Lazzarini said in a statement.

He said a large aid convoy
moving into the territory was
stolen by armed gangs last
month.

“Yesterday, we tried to bring

in a few food trucks on the same
route. They were all taken,” Laz-
zarini said.

“This difficult decision comes
at a time hunger is rapidly deep-
ening. The delivery of humanitar-
ian aid must never be dangerous
or turn into an ordeal.”

The UNRWA chief said Is-
rael’s ongoing siege, restrictions,
lack of safety, and targeting of
local police make it impossible to
carry out humanitarian opera-

tions in Gaza.
“The responsibility of protec-

tion of aid workers and supplies
is with the State of Israel as the
occupying power. They must en-
sure aid flows into Gaza safely
and must refrain from attacks on
humanitarian workers,” Lazzarini
said.

“I call once again for a cease-
fire that would also secure the
delivery of safe and uninter-
rupted aid to people in need.”

Gaza death toll
surpasses 44,400 
At least 47 more Palestinians
were killed in Israeli attacks in
the Gaza Strip, bringing the over-
all death toll since last year to
44,429, the Health Ministry in
the enclave said on Sunday.

A ministry statement added
that some 105,250 others were
injured in the ongoing assault.

“Israeli forces killed 47 people
and injured 108 others in six

massacres of families in the last
24 hours,” the ministry said.

“Many people are still trapped
under the rubble and on the
roads as rescuers are unable to
reach them,” it added.

Meanwhile the Civil Defence
Agency said on Sunday that Is-
raeli attacks killed nearly 100
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip in
the last 24 hours.

“Israeli massacres claimed
nearly 100 lives in the last 24

hours in Gaza,” spokesman
Mahmoud Basal said.

He said one of the deadliest
attacks targeted an inhabited
house in Tel Zaatar in the north-
ern town of Jabalia on Saturday,
leaving over 40 people dead.

“The Civil Defence Service is
still forcibly disabled in northern
Gaza due to Israeli attacks with
thousands of people without hu-
manitarian and medical care,”
the spokesman said.

Since October 5, Israel has
launched a large-scale ground
operation in northern Gaza to al-
legedly prevent Palestinian resis-
tance group Hamas from
regrouping.

Palestinians, however, ac-
cuse Israel of seeking to occupy
the area and forcibly displace its
residents.

More than 2,300 people have
since been killed in the on-
slaught, according to Palestinian
health authorities.

Israel has launched a genoci-
dal war on the Gaza Strip follow-
ing a Hamas attack last October,
killing nearly 44,400 people,
most of them women and chil-
dren, and injuring over 105,000.

On November 21, the Interna-
tional Criminal Court (ICC) is-
sued arrest warrants for Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu and former Defence
Minister Yoav Gallant for war
crimes and crimes against hu-
manity in Gaza. Israel also faces
a genocide case at the Interna-
tional Court of Justice for its
deadly war on Gaza.
Anadolu Agency

415,000 Gazans sheltering in schools

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia - More
than 150,000 people have been
forced out of their homes as
floods in several northern states
of Malaysia have worsened.

Pahang is the latest addition
to the number of states affected
by the massive floods, which
have killed four people so far.

The number of flood evacuees
housed in temporary relief cen-
tres nationwide has soared to
152,377 on Sunday morning,
state-run Bernama news agency
reported. Kelantan state has
been the hardest hit, with 96,743
people evacuated, according to
data from the National Disaster
Management Agency.

Around 35,000 people were
evacuated in Terengganu, with
the rest of the displacements re-
ported from seven other states.

The Department of Irrigation
and Drainage reports that five
major rivers remain above dan-
ger levels but are showing a de-
creasing trend.

The Malaysian Meteorologi-

cal Department warned that
heavy rains will continue until
Sunday in Kelantan, Terengganu
and Perak.

Floods are a common phe-
nomenon in Southeast Asia due
to the northeast monsoon, which
brings heavy rain from Novem-
ber to March.
Anadolu Agency

Over 150,000 evacuated in
Malaysia as floods worsenIdlib, Syria - Airstrikes by the

Syrian regime and Russian war-
planes on Idlib’s city centre killed
four civilians, local sources re-
ported on Sunday.

The attacks, which began
early on Sunday morning, in-
volved at least nine airstrikes on
the Idlib city centre, according to
an opposition-affiliated aircraft
observatory.

Civil Defence sources said
preliminary findings indicate
that four civilians lost their lives
and 20 others were wounded in
the attacks.

The airstrikes, which tar-
geted a marketplace and resi-
dential areas, caused significant
damage.

The fighting erupted on
November 27 between Assad
regime forces and anti-regime
armed groups in the western
countryside of Aleppo province
in northern Syria.

Since last week, the anti-
regime armed groups have
made rapid progress from the
western countryside toward the
city centre, capturing much of it
by Saturday.

The armed groups took con-
trol of the town of Khan
Shaykhun later on Saturday, es-
tablishing control of all of Idlib.

Meanwhile, the US is closely
monitoring the escalating situa-
tion in Syria, according to a
statement on Saturday from Na-
tional Security Council
spokesman Sean Savett.

The statement criticised the
Assad regime for its refusal to

engage in the political process
outlined by UN Security Council
Resolution (UNSCR) 2254.

“The United States has noth-
ing to do with this offensive,
which is led by Hay’at Tahir al-
Sham (HTS), a designated ter-
rorist organisation,” it said.

Savett stressed that the US
called for immediate de-escala-
tion, protection of civilians and
minority groups, and the initia-

tion of a credible political pro-
cess to end the Syrian civil war
through a settlement aligned
with UNSCR 2254.

“We will also continue to fully
defend and protect US person-
nel and US military positions,
which remain essential to ensur-
ing that ISIS (Daesh) can never
again resurge in Syria,” he
added.
Anadolu Agency

Syria: Airstrikes kill four civilians

Kelantan state has been the hardest hit, with 96,743 people evacuated
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Pahang is the 
latest addition to
the number of
states affected by
the massive floods,
which have killed
four people so far

Chennai, India - At least three
people were killed as Cyclone
Fengal made landfall in India’s
southern Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry coasts on early on
Sunday morning, packing heavy
rains and powerful winds, and
forcing a brief flight suspension.

After landfall, Fengal is fore-
cast to move west-southwest-
ward. But so far, the storm
remained stationary for six hours
near Puducherry, Hindustan Times
reported on Sunday.

Tamil Nadu’s coastal districts
bore Fengal’s brunt, with flooded
streets, disrupted travel, and lives
lost in state capital Chennai.

All three fatalities were re-
ported in rain-related incidents
across Chennai.

The Chennai airport resumed

flight operations on Sunday at
around 4am local time after a
brief suspension that grounded
over 200 flights. Flyers, nonethe-
less, complained of delayed and
cancelled flights even after the
operations resumed.

The storm, the second to de-
velop over the Bay of Bengal this
season, brought strong winds
reaching up to 90km per hour
(56 miles per hour) as it crossed
the coastline. Weather authori-
ties warned of continued heavy
rainfall through Sunday in Chen-
nai, with varying intensity based
on cloud cover.

The tropical storm also
brought Chennai’s transport net-
work to a standstill as low-lying
areas experienced severe water-
logging, with at least 53 roads

submerged and seven subways
closed. The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment extended payment dead-
lines for electricity bills in an
attempt to provide temporary re-
lief to the affected citizens.

A year’s rainfall 
in 36 hours
Meanwhile, Cyclone Fengal has
delivered the equivalent of a
year’s rainfall in just 36 hours in
some parts of Tamil Nadu, with
certain areas receiving around
56cm of rain, according to Rajesh
Lakhani, Tamil Nadu’s Additional
Chief Secretary of Revenue and
Disaster Management.

Lakhani stated that as the cy-
clone has now crossed the re-
gion, the government is focusing
on restoration efforts to address

the resulting damage.
The Additional Chief Secretary

noted that 49 relief camps have
been set up in the Viluppuram
district alone.

“Now that the cyclone has
crossed, our focus has shifted to
restoring the damage caused.
Heavy rainfall continued until re-
cently, with some areas recording
56cm of rainfall since 8:30am
yesterday. This is equivalent to an
entire year’s rainfall occurring in
just 36 hours. The cyclone re-
mained stationary for some time,
which led to such intense rainfall.
People were evacuated in ad-
vance. Efforts are underway
across the state to restore nor-
malcy in the shortest possible
time,” Lakhani said.
Agencies

Hundreds of
thousands
more are
trying to
survive in
makeshift
shelters, says
UNRWA 

Three people killed as Cyclone Fengal disrupts life in India’s Tamil Nadu

Indian Army personnel rescue an elderly woman from the severely flooded area following Cyclone Fengal, in

Puducherry, India on Sunday (ANI)
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China flays US arms sales to Taiwan
Beijing, China - China on Sunday
deplored and ‘firmly’ opposed US
arms sales to Taiwan, saying it
‘seriously’ violates the one-China
principle and the three Beijing-
Washington joint communiques.

A Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson said that Beijing
has lodged ‘serious’ protests to
the US over the latest arms sales,
according to the state-run Xin-
hua news agency.

Washington on Saturday an-
nounced that it has approved
US$385mn worth of arms sales
to Taiwan.

“The US arms sales to China’s
Taiwan region seriously violate
the one-China principle and the
three China-US joint commu-
niques, especially the August 17
Communique of 1982 and
China’s sovereignty and security
interests,” the spokesperson
said.

The decision to sell arms to
Taiwan is simply inconsistent
with US leaders’ commitment of
not supporting ‘Taiwan indepen-
dence’, Beijing further said.

“We call on the US to imme-
diately stop arming Taiwan and
stop abetting and supporting
‘Taiwan independence’ sepa-
ratist forces in seeking ‘Taiwan
independence’ by building up its
military,” the spokesperson said,
adding: “China will take strong
and resolute countermeasures to
firmly defend national
sovereignty, security and territo-
rial integrity.”

Meanwhile, Taiwanese Presi-
dent Lai Ching-te on Saturday
kicked off a weeklong tour of the
Pacific with a two-day stopover

in the US state of Hawaii that has
provoked much anger in Beijing,
which sees the visit as another

sign that Lai is pursuing ‘sepa-
ratist’ goals.

“Peace is priceless, and war

has no winners; we have to fight,
fight together to prevent war,”
Lai said during a visit to the USS

Arizona Memorial in Pearl Har-
bour, which commemorates the
Japanese attack that provoked

the US’ entry into World War II.
Lai’s remarks reflect his country’s
perilous position as China con-
tinues to reject its sovereign sta-
tus, claiming it as Chinese
territory.

Much-feted visit
Lai received a red-carpet wel-
come in Hawaii, the first time a
Taiwanese president had been
accorded such an honour, ac-
cording to his office.

He also received a standing

ovation ahead of a dinner with
US government officials and Tai-
wanese people resident in the is-
land US state.

In a speech, he said he was
‘grateful’ to the US for helping
ensure the success of his trip,
during which he will also visit
Taiwan’s allies the Marshall Is-
lands, Tuvalu and Palau.

The three countries are the
only Pacific island nations among
the 12 countries that recognise
Taiwan’s sovereign status.

Beijing’s fury
The Chinese government, which
has branded Lai a ‘separatist,’
has responded to what is his first
overseas trip with threats to ‘res-

olutely crush’ any move toward
independence.

In a statement, China’s For-
eign Ministry said it ‘strongly
condemns’ the US for hosting
Lai’s stopover, adding and that it
had ‘lodged serious protests with
the US’. “China will closely follow
the developments and take res-
olute and strong measures to de-
fend our nation’s sovereignty and
territorial integrity,” it said.

Although Washington does
not recognise Taiwan diplomati-

cally, it is its most important
backer and biggest supplier of
arms.

The chairperson of the Amer-
ican Institute in Taiwan (AIT),
which serves as the de facto US
Embassy in Taiwan, highlighted
the strength of the partnership
between Washington and Taipei.

“The opportunity for you to
engage with thought leaders, the
diaspora’s community and state
and local leaders is invaluable,
and I know will contribute to fur-
ther strengthening the rock solid
US-Taiwan partnership,” Laura
Rosenberger said in a pre-
recorded video played at Satur-
day’s dinner.
Agencies

Taiwanese President Lai Ching-te on 
Saturday kicked off a weeklong tour of the
Pacific with a two-day stopover in the US
state of Hawaii that has provoked much
anger in Beijing, which sees it as another
sign that Lai is pursuing ‘separatist’ goals

Spain: Thousands protest
over handling of flood
Oviedo, Spain - Around 100,000
poured onto the streets of the
Spanish city of Valencia on Sat-
urday to protest the govern-
ment’s handling of last month’s
deadly floods.

“One month later, and our
towns and cities are still de-
stroyed. The regional govern-
ment is morally and ethically
incapable of handling the recon-
struction,” Anna Oliver, a
spokesperson for the march, told
the media. On October 29, his-
toric rainfall triggered flash floods
in several parts of Spain, but the
province of Valencia was hit the
hardest.

In what is now deemed the
worst natural disaster in Spain’s
modern history, at least 222 peo-
ple died in Valencia, while eight
others died in other regions.

Authorities are still searching
for the bodies of four missing
people.

This is the second massive
protest targeting the regional
government of Valencia, with the
main demand being for the Pres-
ident of Valencia, Carlos Mazon,
to step down.

An estimated 130,000 people
attended the first protest, accord-
ing to government figures.

Mazon is bearing the brunt of
the anger because his govern-
ment failed to alert citizens about
the floods until it was too late.
Many people died after being
caught off guard by the rapid
flooding while driving, in ground-
floor apartments, or even while
attempting to move their cars
from parking lots.

It later emerged that he was
having a long lunch on the day of
the floods and arrived two hours

late to the emergency meeting,
according to Spanish media re-
ports. “He has not asked for for-
giveness or provided any
reasonable explanation for what
happened that day,” Oliver
added.

Much of the criticism is also
levelled at the slow response
time.

Thousands of children still
have not been able to return to
school, and many basements and
garages remain filled with mud
and debris, along with a smell
that grows more putrid each day.

Others complain that not
enough aid has reached the vic-
tims. Protesters also slammed
the awarding of reconstruction
contracts to companies previ-
ously involved in corruption scan-
dals and the government’s move
to remove the cap on their own
wages.

Spain’s central government
was also criticised in the protest’s
manifesto, which accused it of
failing to intervene or pressure
the Valencian government when
faced with its ‘inaction’.
Anadolu Agency

Voting in Namibia general election
enters 4th day due to technical glitch
Lusaka, Zambia - Voting in
Namibia’s general election was
extended to a fourth day on Sat-
urday because of a technical
glitch, according to the Electoral
Commission of Namibia (ECN).

President Nangolo Mbumba
granted the ECN permission to
extend voting in selected areas
through fixed and mobile polling
stations.

“The Presidency wishes to as-
sure the Namibian public that the
President is committed to up-
holding the Constitution, includ-
ing the right of every citizen who
has reached the age of 18 years
to vote,” according to a state-
ment on Mbumba’s Facebook
page that said he thanked

Namibians for their patience and
calm during the electoral period.

Namibia went to the polls
November 27 with more than
one million registered voters to
elect a new leader. Mbumba has

held office for nine months after
the death of Hage Geingob in
February.

The ruling South West Africa
People’s Organisation (SWAPO)
has fielded Netumbo Nandi-

Ndaitwah, 72, the nation’s vice
president, who, if elected, would
become Namibia’s first female
president.

Fourteen other candidates are
vying for the presidency.

If none of the 15 attain the
winning mark of 50% of the
vote, the two top vote-getters
would face off in a second round
which has never happened in the
country.

Mbumba met the African
Union election observer mission
to Namibia on Friday and said:
“We should fight for democracy,
whoever is going to lead us,
should lead us in peace, not in
chaos.”
Anadolu Agency

Washington on Saturday had announced that it has approved $385mn worth of arms sales to Taiwan

A Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson said that Beijing has lodged ‘serious’ protests to the US over the latest arms sales

Muslim artist makes history in Germany
Munich, Germany - We meet
Mahbuba Maqsoodi in her Mu-
nich studio, sitting among
sketches and colourful mock-up
drawings. One of this year’s spe-
cial Christmas postage stamps
issued in Germany features one
of her artworks. “I’m happy. I feel
honoured,” she told DW.

Maqsoodi says that while
making art, she ‘always tries to
stimulate ideas and encourage
the viewer towards contempla-
tion, and also reflection, to move
them. In this case, with respect to
the subject of birth. It would be
nice if this stamp made people
think about this heavenly light
again’. 

She was unaware that she is
the first female artist ever be cho-
sen for the special Christmas
stamp - and that it is also the first
contemporary artwork to be fea-
tured. In fact, since the German
postal service Deutsche Post
began issuing Christmas stamps
in 1969, they have never printed

an image by a living contempo-
rary artist, nor an artwork by a
woman. So this is a milestone in
both respects.

Mahbuba Maqsoodi, now 67,
was born in the western Afghan
city of Herat. As an adult, she
worked there as a secondary
school teacher. Her sister Afifa
ran the city’s largest girls’ school
- and was shot dead on the street
by an Islamist in 1979.

Following the killing, Maq-
soodi quickly left the country with

her husband, Fazl Maqsoodi. She
moved to Leningrad (now St Pe-
tersburg) in Russia, where she
had received an art scholarship.
After graduating, it was impossi-
ble for Maqsoodi to return home
to Afghanistan due to the civil
war. The Maqsoodis and their
two young sons arrived in Mu-
nich in 1994 as refugees, and
were quickly granted asylum.
They have long been German cit-
izens. “But my foundation is
Afghanistan - the early years,”

she says. “That was instilled in
me.”

In Munich, Maqsoodi’s artistry
was discovered by experts work-
ing in glass workshops. They en-
couraged her to start designing
stained glass windows for
churches. That eventually led to
her shaping one of the most
spectacular modern art projects
in German ecclesiastical spaces
in recent years, at the Tholey
Benedictine Abbey, in the federal
state of Saarland.

The 13th-century abbey is
Germany’s oldest monastery.
Once dark and sooty, its monks
undertook a 15-year-long renova-
tion, and it is once again shining.

The abbey church’s most im-
portant elements are its stained
glass windows, which charac-
terise the interior space. Three
were designed by Germany’s
world-famous artist, Gerhard
Richter and Maqsoodi designed
29 of them.
DW

Stacks of mud-covered cars are seen piled along a road in Valencia, Spain

Our towns and
cities are still 
destroyed. The 
regional 
government is
morally and 
ethically incapable
of handling the 
reconstruction
ANNA OLIVER



LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every
column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 and

only one instance of each number

You have three minutes to find
all the words contained in this
word. 

Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don’t count

WORD BUILDER

DO YOU SUDOKU?BOGGLER

SU
D

O
K

U
 E

A
SY

 A
N

SW
ER

Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by
linking adjacent letters - to the left,
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal
to each other. The Boggles Classic
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words
are valued at one point for each
letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one
point, a four letter word is  worth
two points, and so on. Valid words
must be at least three letters long. 

SOLUTION
20-25 words: Excellent, 
15-20 words: Very good, 
10-15 words: Good, 
5-10 words: Average

KIDS COLOURING

BREAK
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GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21
Today, you go out of your way to gather information, but the

facts are no good by themselves. It's all in how you use them.

Make sure you've done all the necessary research before

presenting your hypothesis. It turns out all your work might be

used in multiple ways. Way to multitask! You could be so

absorbed in this project that you miss an obvious signal. Don't

forget to come up for air.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20
It seems as if everyone has already chosen teams and grabbed their

equipment while you're still in the locker room suiting up. Don't

worry. Once you know the rules, you can play any variation of the

game. The correct procedure is just as necessary in your personal

life. You may have to go through the proper channels to get

someone's attention, but once you do, get ready for some

unexpected excitement.

TEST YOUR 
KNOWLEDGE

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22
There are no unfair advantages today. Do everything in your

power to get a leg up on the competition! This might be a good

time to acquire additional computer equipment or electronic

devices that can put you ahead of the game. Increased power

connects you to a whole new world. You are especially quick at

making sense of unintelligible manuals today. What seems like

an unbreakable code to everyone else seems quite simple to you.

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22
As the stars change their positions, it would be in your best

interests to keep your reputation clean. Keep your private life

out of the public sphere unless you are prepared to deal with

nosy neighbors and prying eyes. Tonight, you feel quietly

satisfied by a sense of renewal that sweeps through your body.

Reconsider a long-standing habit, especially if it costs lots of

money. Keeping things simple is the key to a successful future.

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22
Although you can't pinpoint the exact moment you noticed the

difference, something has definitely changed in your life. Your

freedom of movement is somehow restricted. Don't worry. If you've

dug yourself into a hole, you should be able to get yourself out. If

you're feeling ignored, make your voice heard. The Universe has a

way of mixing things up when the time is right. Look inward for

answers that aren't apparent to everyone else.

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22
Everything is looking up and you're heading in the right direction.

Your relationships glow with health, your system runs so

smoothly you can accommodate someone else without major

adjustments, and you learn to open minds to other ways of

thinking. Putting in your two cents' worth could bring some

interesting results. You are recognized for both your intelligence

and your initiative later in the day.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21
Talking to strangers doesn't have to be a bad thing. Meeting new

people today might actually be a breeze when you let your

charm come into play. Making small talk with someone at a bus

stop or in a restaurant could lead you down an entirely different

(and exciting) path! Let your instincts guide your first

impressions. Thinking about the new folks you've met will help

ease your day.

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER21
Try to ignore your impulses to run away from whatever is

bothering you today. Take a good look at your life's path. When

your principles only seem to make your life more difficult, it is

time to reexamine them. Recognize that an insoluble problem

might not even be your problem. Your best move is to back up

and wait. Avoid asking for a raise or any similar type of

monetary compensation.

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18
The stars put an entirely new spin on the mundane and

ordinary. A wildly different idea presents itself as an obvious

solution, leaving you wondering why you didn't think of it

sooner. If you lack the energy to lead, a suggestion whispered in

a friendly ear could make all the difference, which definitely has

its advantages. Remember that trust and friendship are the best

starting points for any group endeavor.

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
A lot of important information may be passing by you today, so

if you don't have a good memory, be sure to write everything

down. File away important knowledge for future reference. You

never know when you may need it. Today's random fact could

be tomorrow's missing puzzle piece. A project needs your help

later in the day. Volunteer your services with confidence. Your

solid grasp of reality helps you achieve a lot at this time.

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20
Now is the time to lend a helping hand wherever you can. There

are many ways to make a contribution. Your compassion and

understanding are endless. It also helps that you know exactly

what to say and how to say it. When others come to you for

advice, think of it as a true compliment instead of an intrusion. Be

especially easy on family members who are having a difficult go

of it.

ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19
Lately, it seems as if there just aren't enough hours in the day to

accomplish all of your goals. In many ways this feels like the busiest

time of your life. The details just seem endless. Be sure to keep your

body loose and in motion, especially if your mind is stuck in gridlock.

Get plenty of exercise and take as many breaks as necessary. Your

hectic schedule may cause you to miss an important social event,

but going to bed early may be a blessing in disguise.

YOUR DAILY HOROSCOPE

01. About two thirds of Africa's
active volcanoes follow roughly
what line?
A. The East Africa Rift
B. The Mediterranean coast
C. The Drakensberg escarp-
ment
D. The Red Sea

02. The hovercraft was in-
vented In which decade?
A. 1930s
B. 1960s
C. 1940s
D. 1950s

03. Since 1951, what is the maxi-
mum number of full consecutive
terms to be filled by one US
president?
A. 5
B. 3
C. 4
D. 2

ACROSS-----------

1) For students of both

sexes

5) Metrical foot (Var.)

11)F amous couples' trans-

port

14) Respiratory sound

15) Peanut butter choice

16) "What'd I tell ya?"

17) Experimental show

site

19) "_ got an idea"

20) Mythical breastplate

21) Chair, as a committee

23) Chowhound

26) Dance maneuvers

27) Recruit through de-

ception

28) More or less

31) Belittle

32) Frolic and gambol

33) Say the Lord's Prayer

36) Follow or tail

37) Links hits

40) Valuable rock

41) Old Testament twin

43)F odder for a mudder

44) Development devel-

opments

46) Gold quantities

48) Part of USMC

49) Complex unit

5 l) Former Spanish coins

52) Left on the store shelf

54) Imitates a boxer

55) On, as a lamp

56) Hook-and-ladder site

61) Hawaiian dish

62) Exceedingly

63) Almond shade

64) Red army member

65) More adroit

66) Stone paving block

DOWN

1)_-Magnon

2) Awkward, stupid per-

son

3) Polar helper

4) Pre-election events

5) Geometric figure with

equal angles

6) At full speed, nautically

7) Young '60 s Brits

8) Fiddle stick

9) Bonneville Salt Flats

state

10) Most withdrawn

11) Not including some-

thing

12) Gun an engine

13) "The gift that_ on giv-

ing"

18) Fixes a shoelace

22) Straddling

23) Transcript item

24) Timber wolves

25) In a difficult situation

28) Match game?

29) Thousand_, Calif.

30) "The Catcher in the_"

32) "Fall" attachment

34) Sports venue

35) Affirmatives

38) "Not_ shabby!"

39) Cascades high spot

42) Annul

45) Electra's co-conspira-

tor

47) Played 18 holes

48) Guide

49) Mea_

50) Type of dip or bagel

51) Hardly current

53) Deliberate loss, to 

a pug

54) Chipper

57) Call, as a game

58) Road hazard

59) Crumb

60) Cashew, e. g.

DAILY CROSSWORD
NOTE PAD

Answers:1. A  2. D  3. D



London, England - Resurgent Ar-
senal romped to a 5-2 victory at
capital rivals West Ham United in
Saturday’s Premier League derby
with all seven goals coming in a
mind-boggling first half in the
evening kickoff at the London
Stadium.

Gabriel’s trademark ninth-
minute header opened the flood-
gates and Arsenal ran riot, with
Leandro Trossard tapping in after
26 minutes before Martin Ode-
gaard’s penalty and Kai Havertz’s
cool finish in the space of a
minute sent some home fans
heading for the exits.

Incredibly, West Ham re-
sponded almost immediately
with Aaron Wan-Bissaka slotting
home before a stunning free kick
by Emerson offered hope of an
unlikely comeback.

But Arsenal were awarded a
second penalty of the game in
first-half stoppage and this time
Bukayo Saka stepped up to dis-
patch his spot kick past Lukasz
Fabianski.

By comparison the second half
was something of an anti-climax
as Arsenal cruised to the win that
moved them up to second in the
table with 25 points, six behind
leaders Liverpool who host strug-
gling champions Manchester
City on Sunday. Arsenal have
now scored 13 goals in their last
three games as they return to
form in spectacular fashion after
a slump.

“I was happier with the first 30
minutes rather than the last 15
minutes of the first half that’s for
sure,” said Arsenal manager
Mikel Arteta, whose side beat

Sporting 5-1 away in the Champi-
ons League this week.

“We started incredibly well, so
positive, so much energy and a

lot of quality. Immediately after
we scored the fourth we con-
ceded a sloppy one and an unbe-
lievable free kick and then it was
game on. Thank goodness we
scored the fifth and we were able
to manage the game in the sec-
ond half.”

For the second season running
Arsenal went to West Ham and
dished out a humiliation. Last
year they won 6-0 and the way
they began on Saturday they
looked like surpassing that.

As it was, all the fireworks ar-
rived before halftime and they

ended in cruise control with
West Ham’s Danny Ings even
going close to salvaging some
more home pride late on.

It was only the fourth time in a
Premier League match that seven
goals had been scored in the first
period, the last occasion being
Reading against Manchester
United in 2012.

While Arsenal manager Mikel
Arteta was purring at his side’s

display, West Ham manager
Julen Lopetegui, who was forced
to watch from the stands be-
cause of a touchline ban, is back
under pressure after having ap-
peared to turn the corner with his
side’s win at Newcastle United
on Monday.

West Ham are 14th in the
table and have now lost four
times at home in the league this
season under the Spaniard, who

replaced David Moyes in May.
Lopetegui would surely have

told his players about the threat
from Gabriel at set pieces but
they clearly were not heeding
when he met Saka’s corner with
a deft header.

Arsenal oozed confidence
early on and their second goal
was a masterclass as Saka and
Odegaard combined to tee up
Trossard for a close-range finish.

Manchester, England - Marcus
Rashford and Joshua Zirkzee
bagged two goals apiece as
Manchester United thumped Ev-
erton 4-0 on Sunday in new
manager Ruben Amorim's first
Premier League match at Old
Trafford.

Rashford put United ahead in
the 34th minute when he darted
in to fire home Bruno Fernan-
des's corner with a side-footed
volley that sailed in off the out-
stretched foot of Everton de-
fender Jarrad Branthwaite.

The goal ignited Amorim's
side, who dominated the rest of
the match, and Zirkzee doubled
the lead in the 41st minute when
Amad Diallo intercepted Jordan
Pickford's goal kick and the

Dutch forward fired home Fer-
nandes's cross from close range.

Rashford completed his brace
20 seconds after halftime when
he ran on to a through ball from
Amad who caused Everton prob-
lems all afternoon.

The Ivory Coast forward
stripped the ball off James
Tarkowski in the 64th minute
and drove forward before feed-
ing Zirkzee to slot in his second.

United climbed three spots to
ninth in the table after 13 games,
while Everton, who have not
scored in four matches, are two
points above the relegation zone
in 15th.

Meanwhile, expertly taken
goals from Nicolas Jackson, cap-
tain Enzo Fernandez and Cole

Palmer earned Chelsea a 3-0
home win over Aston Villa, lifting
them to joint second in the table.

In another match, Fulham
captain Tom Cairney came off
the bench to rescue a point be-
fore being sent off in a 1-1 draw
at Tottenham Hotspur, after
Brennan Johnson's volley gave
the hosts the lead

At Stamford Bridge, Chelsea
took advantage of a tired-looking
and error-ridden Aston Villa side
who have now failed to win in
eight games in all competitions.

The Londoners made their
mark early when Senegal striker
Jackson neatly side-footed a
Marc Cucurella cross from the
left, knocking it in off the post in
the seventh minute.
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Bukayo Saka (L), Martin Odegaard, and Kai Havertz were all on target for Arsenal who ran riot in the first half

Manchester United’s Marcus Rashford celebrates after scoring against

Everton on Sunday 

London, England - Arsenal are
building momentum again
after their bad patch but must
maintain their resurgent form,
manager Mikel Arteta said
after his side’s 5-2 demolition
of West Ham United. 

The victory lifted Arsenal
back to second place in the
Premier league and confirmed
they have engaged top gear
again after a run of four win-
less league games before this
month’s international break.

Gabriel, Leandro Trossard,
skipper Martin Odegaard, Kai
Havertz and Bukayo Saka
were all on target in a frenetic
seven-goal first half at the Lon-
don Stadium as Arsenal
moved to 25 points, six behind
Liverpool who host troubled
champions Manchester City at
Anfield on Sunday.

“Yeah, we’ve got some mo-
mentum. I think we have some
flow back, a real determina-

tion, winning consecutive
matches against three oppo-
nents is great,” Arteta, who
side beat Nottingham Forest
3-0 last Saturday and then fol-
lowed up by beating Sporting
5-1 away in the Champions
League, told reporters.

“We’re going to enjoy
tonight and watch a beautiful
game of football tomorrow.
We are in a great moment
right now.

“But in football be on your
toes and prepare the best way
possible,” added the Spaniard
whose side host Manchester
United in the Premier League
on Wednesday.

The return to fitness of cap-
tain Odegaard after a long lay-
off with an ankle injury has
been a major boost for Arse-
nal, while Saka looked rejuve-
nated after sitting out the last
England camp with a niggling
injury.

Mikel Arteta

We are in a great
moment right
now, says Arteta

Manchester United crush Everton, 
thumping victory for  Chelsea

ALL GUNS
BLAZING 

Buenos Aires, Argentina -
Botafogo beat Atletico Mineiro 3-
1 to win their first Copa Liberta-
dores title despite being reduced
to 10 men after Gregore was sent
off just 30 seconds into the con-
test at the Monumental Stadium
on Saturday.

Fans decked in black-and-
white jerseys, the colours of both
teams, barely had a chance to
settle into their seats when Gre-
gore was handed his marching
orders for a foul on Fausto Vera,
who was left with a bleeding
head after being on the receiving
end of a flying kick. Mineiro tried
to make the most of their numer-

ical advantage in the final, which
featured two Brazilian teams for
the fourth time in the last five
years. However, Botafogo
opened the scoring in the 35th
minute, when Thiago Almada put
the ball right into Luiz Henrique’s
path to fire home into the net.

Botafogo were awarded a

penalty seven minutes later when
Everson crashed into Luiz Hen-
rique as he attempted to grab the
ball and, after a VAR review, Alex
Telles converted the spot kick to
make it 2-0.

Mineiro’s hopes were restored
immediately after the break
when Eduardo Vargas headed

home a corner from Hulk. 
But Botafogo defended well

and goalkeeper John kept
Mineiro’s efforts at bay as Junior
Santos put the icing in the cake in
added time in an enthralling en-
counter that gave coach Artur
Jorge’s side their first title in the
South American competition.

After 24-time tennis Grand
Slam winner Novak Djokovic pre-
sented the trophy to the champi-
ons, a jubilant Almada said:
“Today, with one less (man on
the pitch), we played an intelli-
gent game. A show of character
for the team and I think we de-
serve this title.”

Botafogo win Copa Libertadores title

Paris, France - Paris Saint-Ger-
main were held to a rare 1-1
home draw against underdogs
Nantes in a Ligue 1 clash on Sat-
urday when an early goal from
Achraf Hakimi was cancelled
out by Matthis Abline.

The match had barely started
when Goncalo Ramos flicked a
cross into the box to Hakimi,
who easily slotted the ball into
the net, giving PSG a flying start
after just two minutes.

However, underdog Nantes
refused to give up against the
league leaders, equalising seven
minutes before the break with a

goal from Abline.
PSG pressed hard for a late

winner, driving Nantes into a
resolute defensive stance, but
the visitors held firm, weather-
ing the storm. PSG are still alone
at the top with 33 points, seven
points ahead of AS Monaco who
play Marseille on Sunday.

PSG manager Luis Enrique
lamented his team’s failure to
convert chances despite domi-
nating possession, and stressed
the need for persistence.

Luis Enrique’s team domi-
nated possession to such an ex-
tent that they set a new Ligue 1

record, with 84.1 per cent pos-
session, the highest since
records began in 2006.

“Efficiency is the key to foot-
ball. It is very difficult to be effi-
cient, to attack an opponent
who is very compact in his area,”
Luis Enrique said. “It’s incredibly
tough to create as many
chances as we did. But it’s clear
that if you don’t score, it be-
comes frustrating and draining.

“In the end, there’s only one
way forward: to persist, persist,
continue trusting the players
and the team, and keep moving
forward.”

PSG held to frustrating draw at home by Nantes

Botafogo players celebrate with the Copa Libertadores trophy

Saka, Odegaard shine as five-star Arsenal thrash West Ham 

Achraf Hakimi gave PSG an early lead against Nantes but despite

dominating the game they had to settle for a draw

We started incredibly well, so 
positive. Immediately after we
scored the fourth we conceded a
sloppy one and an unbelievable free
kick and then it was game on.
MIKEL ARTETA 

Botafogo defended well and goal-
keeper John kept Mineiro’s efforts at
bay as Junior Santos put the icing in
the cake in added time to give coach
Artur Jorge’s side their first title in
the South American competition
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Dortmund, Germany - Bun-
desliga leaders Bayern Munich
scored an 85th-minute equaliser
through in-form Jamal Musiala
to rescue a 1-1 draw at Borussia
Dortmund in the Klassiker on
Saturday and go seven points
clear at the top.

Dortmund, who had won their
previous six home games in the
league this season, took a 27th-
minute lead thanks to Jamie Git-
tens's superb solo effort before
the visitors suffered another
blow six minutes later when top
scorer Harry Kane was taken off
injured.

Kane, who was set for a scan
later on Saturday, is now doubt-
ful for next week's German Cup
clash against holders Bayer Lev-
erkusen.

The Bavarians, who had won
their last seven matches across
all competitions without conced-

ing a goal, improved after the
break and carved out a string of
chances but lacked some clinical
finish before Musiala's equaliser.

“We're annoyed with the first
half because we did not play the
way we had wanted. We im-
proved in the second half but we
would have liked to score ear-
lier,” said Bayern's Thomas

Mueller.
“I had a chance, (Dortmund

keeper) Gregor (Kobel) did well
to close the space. Leroy also had
an opportunity. Overall the draw
is in order.”

In a rollercoaster first half,
Dortmund had to take off injured
defender Waldemar Anton after
only 17 minutes.

The hosts, however, struck
with their first chance of the
game when England youth inter-
national Gittens shook off Kon-
rad Laimer, charged into the box
and whipped a shot past keeper
Manuel Neuer for his fourth
league goal.

Bayern, unbeaten in the
league, then saw Kane, who has
14 league goals, taken off and re-
placed by Thomas Mueller.

The veteran player almost
scored two minutes after the
restart when Musiala found him
in the box but his point-blank ef-
fort was blocked by keeper Gre-
gor Kobel.

With the visitors now in con-
trol, Musiala tried his luck from
20 metres with a curled, low shot
before Leroy Sane's poor finish
saw his own effort from close
range sail wide.

Bayern's Neuer still had to
come to the rescue in the 62nd
to deny Marcel Sabitzer and
keep his team in the game before
the unmarked Musiala struck
with five minutes remaining,
heading in Michael Olise's cross
for his sixth league goal.

Bayern are on 30 points in top
spot, seven ahead of Eintracht
Frankfurt, who were in action at
Heidenheim on Sunday.Bayern Munich’s Jamal Musiala celebrates his goal against Borussia Dortmund

Bayern Munich midfielder scores late goal to snatch draw at Dortmund 

Valladolid, Spain - Atletico
Madrid hammered bottom side
Real Valladolid 5-0 in a LaLiga
encounter at the Jose Zorrilla
stadium on Saturday and provi-
sionally moved into second place
in the standings.

Atletico, who claimed their
seventh straight win in all com-
petitions, are on 32 points, two
ahead of Real Madrid, who have
two games in hand. Barcelona,
who lost 2-1 to Las Palmas earlier
on Saturday, remain top with 34
points.

“I'm happy with the team's
performance. We know that
every match is important and we
came out very well today. Three
important points and let's keep
going like this,” Atletico forward

Antoine Griezmann told DAZN.
Clement Lenglet opened the

scoring for Atletico after 26 min-
utes with a close-range finish
from Marcos Llorente's cross
from the right, marking the
French defender's first LaLiga
goal since 2020.

Julian Alvarez doubled the
lead in the 35th minute, pounc-
ing on a rebound from goal-
keeper Karl Hein who had
blocked Griezmann's shot but
could not deny the Argentine
striker from the second attempt.

Rodrigo De Paul made it 3-0
two minutes later with a first-
time low shot, before Griezmann
added another goal seven min-
utes into the second half after a
brilliant move that drew ap-

plause from the opposing fans.
“I am grateful for the applause

(from Valladolid fans). That's
what we footballers want, for
them to enjoy us, whether they
are our opponents or our team,”
Griezmann added.

“The affection is appreciated.
I feel very good and I hope to give
more.”

Valladolid's Ivan Sanchez got
the closest chance to put the
hosts on the scoresheet but his
72nd-minute attempt hit the
crossbar.

Alexander Sorloth then
scored a stoppage-time winner
as Valladolid slumped to their
tenth defeat in 15 games, leaving
them bottom of the table on nine
points.

Alvarez, Griezmann on target in
Atletico’s thrashing of Valladolid 

Atletico Madrid’s Julian Alvarez celebrates with teammates after scoring against Real Valladolid

MUSIALA TO THE RESCUE 

Milan, Italy - Tijjani Reijnders's
double and a goal by Alvaro
Morata earned AC Milan a com-
fortable 3-0 win over Empoli at
a foggy San Siro in Serie A on
Saturday.

Morata gave Milan the lead in
the 19th minute, scoring with a
first touch on a rebound, before
Reijnders doubled the advantage
just before the break with a bril-
liant half-volley and added a
third in the second half following
an individual effort.

Milan are seventh in the
standings with 22 points, seven
points off leaders Napoli who
visit 11th-placed Torino on Sun-
day.

They still have a game in hand
after their match at Bologna was
postponed in October due to
flooding in the region.

Milan, who have recently

struggled on the domestic front
while excelling in the Champions
League, gave the fans some
respite, having won only once in
their previous four league
games.

Milan beat Slovan Bratislava
3-2 in the Champions League
on Tuesday for their third con-
secutive victory in the competi-

tion, a streak that also included
a 3-1 win at champions Real
Madrid.

The hosts dominated Empoli
in an entertaining clash, crafting
20 scoring opportunities overall,
and made the majority of their
four attempts on target count as
visibility on the pitch was im-
paired by dense fog.

Reijnders double inspires
Milan to win against EmpoliMunich, Germany - Bayern Mu-

nich striker Harry Kane is doubt-
ful for Tuesday's German Cup
clash with holders Bayer Lev-
erkusen due to a thigh injury, the
Bundesliga club said on Sunday.

The 31-year-old, top scorer in
Germany's top flight this season,
was taken off in the first half of
the 1-1 draw at Borussia Dort-
mund on Saturday.

“Kane suffered a small muscle
tear in the back of his right thigh,”
Bayern said in a statement.
“Which means Bayern will have
to do without Kane for the time
being.”

Bayern manager Vincent
Kompany admitted Kane was
unlikely to be fit to face Lev-
erkusen.

“Obviously, it will be tight for
Tuesday. I don't know many
players who can recover that
quickly,” Kompany said after the
Dortmund game.

German media reported that

England captain Kane would be
sidelined for at least two weeks.
Bundesliga leaders Bayern host
Heidenheim on Saturday.

“Harry's goals are very hard to
replace but we have said from
the start that we trust our
vsquad,” said Kompany.

“You cannot replace players
of his quality with another place
but the boys can do it together.”

Bayern looked to be heading
to their first league loss without
Kane's punch up front before
Musiala's late equaliser.

“We don't start a game with-
out wanting the three points but
today we did not get the three
points. That is the reality,” Kom-
pany said.

“We were a goal down so we
showed character. We levelled
and then kept on pushing and
that showed that we have this
belief. No successful team can go
through a season without such
moments.”

Blow for Bayern as Kane suffers thigh injury

We're annoyed with the first half
because we did not play the way 
we had wanted. We improved in
the second half but we would have
liked to score earlier
THOMAS MUELLER

Harry Kane suffered a small muscle tear in the back of his right thigh

AC Milan’s Tijjani Reijnders celebrates with teammates after scoring

against Empoli on Saturday 

We need 
to maintain
humility,
says Atletico
coach
Simeone
Valladolid, Spain - Atletico
Madrid's winning run is
down to a successful adap-
tation by their summer sign-
ings, said coach Diego
Simeone on Saturday after
his side beat Real Valladolid
4-0 and clinched their sev-
enth-straight win across all
competitions.

Atletico had a dry spell
earlier in the season when
they won just one out of six
games despite spending
more than 200 million
euros ($211.50 million) rein-
forcing the squad with sign-

ings such as Julian Alvarez,
Conor Gallagher and Robin
Le Normand after a trophy-
less campaign.

A month since their last
defeat, a 1-0 league loss at
Real Betis, Simeone believes
his team to be on the right
track and having a solid
game plan. “The growth of
(Clement) Lenglet, Gal-
lagher, Julian, (Alexander)
Sorloth and the hope of re-
covering Le Normand soon
is giving us a good collective
work,” said Simeone.

“We lost a very bad
game against Betis, where
we were not recognisable.
And I think that was the
breakthrough of what has
come from then on. We can
win, lose or draw, but we
have to be recognisable.”

Diego Simeone

Atletico had a
dry spell earlier
in the season
when they won
just one out of
six games de-
spite spending
more than 200
million euros
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SPORTS

Muscat - Ahmad al Harthy, Sam
De Haan and Jens Klingmann
made their second consecutive
Fanatec GT World Challenge Eu-
rope powered by AWS En-
durance Cup podium appearance
with a faultless performance for
OQ by Oman Racing at the Jed-
dah Corniche Circuit on Saturday.

Delivering an excellent show-
ing throughout the season-con-
cluding 6 Hours of Jeddah, the
inaugural visit of GTWCE and, in-
deed, Al Harthy and his team-
mates to the Saudi Arabia venue,
second place in the Bronze class
also ensured a richly deserved
top four finish in the champi-
onship standings. 

Beginning the race from eighth
in class, the trio maximised the
team’s strategy in the No.30
BMW M4 and a great opening
double-stint from De Haan was
followed by impressive charges
by Al Harthy and Klingmann. 

Following on from the team-
mates’ remarkable history-mak-
ing outright GTWCE Endurance
Cup race win at Monza in Italy in
September, they were able to re-
peat star form this weekend in
Jeddah with Klingmann taking
the chequered flag less than
seven seconds shy of the class
winning Porsche.

“I’m absolutely delighted,
thrilled to finish the season with
such an amazing result, “ said Al

Harthy. “Jeddah is such a difficult,
such a fast and such a compli-
cated race track. For us to come
here for the first time in this
championship and to come out
with a podium, especially after
what we achieved at Monza, is
just testament to everything we
have done as a team.

“Huge thank you to OQ by
Oman Racing and everybody in-
volved, our amazing partners
OQ, the Oman Ministry of Cul-
ture, Sports and Youth, Omantel,
Experience Oman and BMW
Oman. The amount of support
we have from back home is truly
incredible. Racing in the Middle
East, and racing in the Gulf espe-
cially, means such a lot and we
had so much amazing local sup-
port here – it’s a weekend I will al-
ways remember.

“I must say a huge thank you
to my teammates as well, Sam
and Jens have done a great job
this season with OQ by Oman
Racing. This is a really proud mo-
ment for me here in Jeddah and a
proud moment for my country, it
is an honour to be on the podium
once again for Oman.”

De Haan was tasked with the
opening stint of the 6 Hours of
Jeddah and after holding position
on lap one he moved up into sev-
enth the next time around. By the
end of the first hour he was run-
ning in the top five in Bronze and
then climbed into the podium
placings as pit-stops played out.
Racing fell under a lengthy Full
Course Yellow period around
that time, with De Haan then
leading the class.

Remaining in the car for a dou-
ble stint, the action resumed late
in hour two and roughly 15 min-
utes into the third hourOQ,
Oman Ministry of Culture, Sports
and Youth, Omantel, Experience
Oman and BMW Oman sup-
ported racer Al Harthy took con-
trol of the No.30 BMW M4. 

Holding fourth place when the
order settled, the Omani soon
moved back into the podium
placings and held second position
with three and a half hours of ac-
tion still to go.

CLASSIFIEDS 

Jeddah, Saudi Arabia - The Al
Manar Racing by Getspeed trio
of Oman’s Al Faisal bin Khalid Al
Zubair, Austrian Dominik Bau-
mann and Canada’s Mikaël Gre-
nier sealed the runner-up spots
in the Drivers’ and Teams’ cham-
pionships in the 2024 Fanatec
GT World Challenge powered by
AWS Endurance Cup by finish-
ing second in the Gold Cup cate-
gory at the 6 Hours of Jeddah on
Saturday evening. 

The race was interrupted by a
lengthy full-course yellow after a
collision involving their pole-sit-
ting rival Arthur Rougier in the
CSA Racing Audi and Nicolo
Schiro in the Kessel Racing Fer-
rari. The Al-Manar Racing crew
gradually pulled themselves
through the field to finish behind
the championship-winning Sain-
téloc Racing trio of Paul Evrard,
Gilles Magnus and Jim Pla in
front of large crowds at the Jed-
dah Corniche Circuit.

Al Faisal said: “GT World
Challenge is always a difficult
championship but the track here
in Saudi Arabia was extremely

demanding. Honestly, we had a
blast. All the drivers enjoyed it.
What a blessing to see a cham-
pionship like this in Saudi Arabia.
Let’s hope we see more races in
other Gulf countries.

“It was chaotic. We got a 30-
second penalty and we got a
five-second penalty and we got
a puncture. But we still finished
second and second in the cham-
pionship. That is something we
should be really proud of. We
would have liked to have won the
championship but I guess that
gives us the target to improve
one step next year.”

The Imperiale Racing Lam-
borghini crew of Dennis Lind, Al-
berto Di Folco and Philippe Denes
rounded off the Gold Cup podium
in Saudi Arabia after finishing four
laps ahead of the Haupt Racing
Team’s Arjun Maini, Michele
Beretta and Jusuf Owega.

The Al Manar Racing by Get-
speed crew took part in a couple
of pre-event paid test sessions
before tackling the official free
practice stint on the Jeddah Cor-
niche Circuit. 

Christchurch, New Zealand -
England romped to an eight-
wicket victory over New
Zealand in the first test in
Christchurch on Sunday to
take a 1-0 lead in the three-
match series and bring the
Black Caps thudding back to
earth after their recent tri-
umph in India.

Big batting, notably Harry
Brook’s 171, and a fine display
of seam-bowling from Brydon
Carse, who was named Player
of the Match for his 10-wicket
haul, laid the platform for a
comfortable victory inside
four days.

Carse took six for 42 as the
tourists dismissed New
Zealand for 254 despite a de-
fiant 84 from Daryl Mitchell
on Sunday, and a team that
prides itself on its ability to

score quickly was never going
to be too bothered by a victory
target of 104 runs.

Jacob Bethell, who was
making his test debut, scored
the winning run to reach his a
maiden half century while Joe
Root, who was playing his
150th, chipped in with an un-
beaten 23 to help get England
safely across the line before
tea.

Brook, whose monster in-
nings turned the match deci-
sively in England’s favour, was
left padded up in the grand-
stand, his services not re-
quired.

“Yeah, very good,” said
England captain Ben Stokes.
“Very happy with the way we
fought, particularly when we
were put under pressure on
day two.”

Doha, Qatar - Lando Norris ig-
nored team orders and gifted
Oscar Piastri victory at the line in
the Qatar Grand Prix sprint on
Saturday as McLaren took an-
other stride towards a first For-
mula One constructors’ title in
26 years.

The team’s lead over Ferrari,
who had Carlos Sainz finish
fourth and Charles Leclerc fifth,
stretched to 30 points with 88
still to be won from Sunday’s
race and the final round in Abu
Dhabi next weekend.

McLaren will win the champi-
onship under the Lusail flood-
lights on Sunday night if they
score 15 points more than Ferrari
- the equivalent of another one-
two.

George Russell was third for
Mercedes in the 19-lap race with
teammate Lewis Hamilton sixth,

Nico Hulkenberg seventh for
Haas and Red Bull’s Max Ver-
stappen taking the final point a
week after securing his fourth

successive drivers’ title.
The risky swap at the che-

quered flag, despite the team
telling Norris to hold position

with Russell close behind, was
pay back for Piastri who gifted
Norris a sprint victory in Brazil.

The Briton was still fighting for
the championship at the time but
Verstappen ended that battle in
Las Vegas last Saturday.

Just 1.3 seconds divided the
top four at the finish, with Aus-
tralian Piastri crossing the line a
mere 0.136 ahead of his team
mate to take his second succes-
sive Qatar sprint win.

Russell on pole 
Mercedes’s George Russell was
promoted to pole position at the
Qatar Grand Prix on Saturday
after stewards gave Red Bull’s
Max Verstappen a one-place
grid drop for driving unnecessar-
ily slowly during qualifying.

Quadruple world champion
Verstappen had celebrated a

first pole in five months but then
faced an investigation for an in-
cident with Russell that the
Briton described as “super-dan-
gerous”.

Stewards said the case was
complicated but agreed that
Verstappen, who clinched his
fourth title in a row in Las Vegas
last weekend, was going too
slow on a cool down lap when
Russell suddenly came up behind
him.

“Unusually, this incident oc-
curred when neither car was on
a push lap,” they said in a state-
ment. “Had Car 63 (Russell)
been on a push lap, the penalty
would have most likely been the
usual three-grid position.

“However in mitigation of
penalty, it was obvious that the
driver of Car 63 had clear visibil-
ity of Car 1 (Verstappen).”

Oscar Piastri (L) with Lando Norris

Al Manar Racing by Getspeed’s Al Faisal bin Khalid al Zubair (C)

celebrates with teammates Dominik Baumann and Mikaël Grenier 

Oman’s Ahmad al Harthy (C) celebrates with teammates Sam De Haan (L) and Jens Klingmann on the podium

Norris hands Piastri victory in Qatar sprint Convincing win for England 

JOYOUS IN JEDDAH

Al Manar Racing
by Getspeed seal
runners-up spot

Al Harthy and
OQ by Oman
Racing deliver
second GTWCE
podium of 
the season
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BIRTHDAY 
WISHES

Happy 10th Birthday
From  Grand Father: 

Soud Al Mawali

AZZAN & ALYA

A Well  Experienced Sales Person

Having Experience      In Sanitary-
ware/Tiles Both Projects And
Showroom   Looking For Job.Con-

tact No: 79443928 Email :Venu-
gopalkandiyoor005@Gmail.Com

SITUATION WANTED

Racing in the Middle East, and rac-
ing in the Gulf especially, means
such a lot and we had so much
amazing local support here – it’s a
weekend I will always remember.
AHMAD AL HARTHY 



It begins with a voice calling
out, “Follow a new norm.”

F
our dancers dressed in
black move to the centre
of the dimmed Emory Per-
forming Arts Studio,

where they fall, gracefully, to the
floor and begin twisting and un-
twisting their limbs like the wings
of butterflies freshly slipped from
their cocoons. Musicians sit at a
table in each corner of the room
behind laptops, touchpads and
keyboards.

A moment later, sound floods
the room.

The Friday night jam session
took place as part of a semester-
long collaboration between an
Emory live electronic music com-
position class and an impro-
visatory dance class at Spelman
College.

The joint class is one of three
this semester in Emory’s Arts
and Social Justice Fellows (ASJ)
program, which is celebrating its
fifth year. The programme is a
partnership of Emory College of
Arts and Sciences, Emory Arts
and the Emory Center for Ethics
that brings artists into class-
rooms to reimagine an existing
course, exploring creative ap-
proaches to address the issues
that surface within class conver-
sations.

This fall’s courses culminate
in a live student showcase fea-
turing all three classes at The Su-
permarket, an event space in
Poncey-Highland, on Tuesday
from 6-9 pm.

Adam Mirza, assistant profes-
sor in composition in Emory’s
Department of Music, has taught
a more straightforward version
of his Live Electronic Music class

for several semesters.
“Usually, it’s a small group of

undergraduate students learning
to compose experimental elec-
tronic music that they can play
live, with laptops and maybe a
few synthesizers,” he says.

But in addition to recording
and editing samples and pro-
gramming their own musical in-
struments, students in this
semester’s ASJ version of the
class are also working with the
dance class at Spelman and ex-
perimenting with AI, the social
justice topic theme that both
classes are taking on.

“We’ve been throwing stuff at
them and they’re just going with
it,” Mirza says.

The ‘we’ includes ASJ Fellow
Kacie Luaders, an Atlanta pod-
cast and sound artist, who is co-
teaching with Mirza and T Lang,
an associate dancer professor at
Spelman.

The music starts with sounds
of police sirens fading in from
one corner, which is soon
eclipsed by a bass rhythm. An-
other musician complements
this beat with a rhythmic tapping
and together, the beats
crescendo. The dancers’ synco-

p a t e d
m o v e -
ments intensify,
too, before the music
shifts and bridges into something
atmospheric and dreamy.

All the while, Mirza prompts
the musicians, encouraging more
from one while fading down an-
other with a gesture. At one
point, he motions to students in
opposite corners, shouting for
one to ‘pass the energy!’ to the

other. The music settles into a
profound calm. Resolution.

AI as creative opportunity
Luaders, who has used AI in her
creative work, says she hopes to
bring a sense of optimism to stu-
dents, so that they view the tech-
nology as a tool rather than a
threat.

“When GPTs and generative
AI first came out, my first thought
wasn’t, ‘Oh, no; they’re going to
steal our jobs! They’re going to
steal humanity!’” she says. “My
first thought was, ‘How can I use
this to make cool stuff?’”

Luaders says she hopes that
the Emory and Spelman students
she’s working with come away
with a similar glass-half-full ap-
proach to AI, which they’ve
threaded into many aspects of
this semester’s work.

The prompts that begin each
musical jam, (like ‘Follow a new

norm’) come
from a

chatbot
that Luaders de-

signed. It dispenses excerpts
from poems written by the Spel-
man dance students.

In composing the five-minute
pieces they’ll perform in duets
with the dance students at the
showcase, the Emory students
have also experimented with a
variety of AI tools.

These have included employ-
ing so-called ‘mapping’ software
that allows AI to generate novel
combinations of the sounds and
effects the students have cre-
ated. One student has generated
an AI song that she plans to dis-
tort and remix when she per-
forms it live. Luaders is also
creating a voiceover consisting of
an interview she conducted with
an AI chatbot.

Meanwhile, class discussions
wrestle with large questions,
says Mirza. “Things like: What
implications does AI actually
have for social justice? Is it going
to take datasets not representa-
tive of the people, and what im-
plications does that have?”

The students bring these ideas
to bear in the emotional land-
scape of their musical composi-
tions, even as they use the
technology to create new sounds.

Kevin Karnes, senior associate
dean of faculty and divisional
dean of arts, says that this
semester’s class exemplifies the
goals of the ASJ programme.
“Working with T Lang’s students
at Spelman, our undergraduate

composers become part of a
community of young artists,”

he says. “And they’re really
coming together to imag-
ine how their artistic work
can positively impact the
world in which we all
live.”

Highlighting the
human

Few of the Emory students
in Mirza’s class are music

majors. “And that’s been the
cool part,” he says. “Seeing the

students realize that they have
the capability to make powerful
music events happen and that
they can engage with a certain
confidence.”

There’s also something to be
said for having fun, Luaders says.
“Because being an artist or a cre-
ator doesn’t have to mean ‘I want
to do this full time,” or ‘I want to
make this my job.’ It can also just
be, ‘I enjoy this’. They’re expand-
ing their own possibilities.”
[Emory University/Emory News Centre]
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Adam Mirza (right) and sophomore

Vi Eicher at a November jam session

for Mirza’s class, Live Electronic

Music, which is one of the three

classes taking place in this year's Arts

and Social Justice programme

I feel like I am a
reflection of [the

dancer’s] 
movements
ELLA FERGUSON

MUSIC COMPOSITION CLASS EXPLORES THE
INTERSECTION OF AI AND ART 



T
he essence of travel
lies not only in the
destinations we visit
but in the authentic
experiences that

linger in our hearts long after we
return home. 

A genuine smile, an unhurried
moment of connection, or the
warmth of a simple act of kind-
ness - these are the hallmarks of
destinations with a deeply rooted
guest-welcoming culture. 

However, Europe and North
America, once bastions of hospi-
tality, are increasingly losing
ground to countries and regions
where hospitality is inherent to
cultural behaviour, such as East
and Southeast Asia, the Pacific,
Costa Rica - and to some extent,
the Middle East and India. 

This shift is not just about ser-
vice quality but about something
far deeper - cultural empathy
and the intangible warmth that
cannot be replicated through tra-
ditional workforce training.

Culture offers 
competitive edge
Destinations like Thailand, Viet-
nam, and Indonesia shine in their
ability to deliver memorable
guest experiences, not because
of elaborate systems or scripted
interactions, but because hospi-
tality is woven into the very fab-
ric of their societies. 

From the taxi driver to the
street vendor, there’s a consis-
tent and genuine willingness to
welcome strangers. This isn’t
merely a skill; it’s an extension of
cultural identity - a behaviour in-
grained over generations.

Many Western destinations
seem to have lost this touch.
How often have visitors walked

into a Southern European restau-
rant only to feel like an inconve-
nience rather than a guest? Or
boarded a flight in the US to en-
counter apathetic service staff?
Across most tourism verticals,
the erosion of a service-oriented
mindset has become apparent.

This cultural gap has real con-
sequences. Destinations with in-
herent hospitality don’t just
deliver better customer experi-
ences - they foster loyalty and
advocacy. A single positive inter-
action in Bali or Kyoto can out-
weigh multiple frustrating

experiences in Paris or Los Ange-
les, especially for high-value
travellers who seek emotional
connections in their journeys.

Growing perception gap
The problem in Europe and
North America is not just about
underinvestment in training or
pay scales; it’s cultural. 

In 1980, Hofstede’s Cultural
Dimensions Theory was created
by Dutch management re-
searcher Geert Hofstede to un-
derstand the differences in
culture across countries. Hofst-
ede’s cultural dimensions, partic-
ularly the concept of collectivism,
highlight why certain societies
excel in customer experience. 

Collectivist cultures, such as
those in much of Asia, prioritise
group harmony and empathy,
naturally leading to better guest

interactions. In contrast, the indi-
vidualistic ethos prevalent in
Western societies often priori-
tises efficiency over connection.

This isn’t to suggest that
Western destinations are inher-
ently inhospitable. But the lack of
a deeply ingrained service cul-
ture has become a glaring disad-
vantage in a hyper-competitive
tourism landscape. As destina-
tions scramble to attract post-
pandemic travellers, those that
consistently deliver positive

emotional experiences will
emerge as winners.

Economics of emotional
connection
Customer experience is not just
a moral imperative; it’s an eco-
nomic one. Travellers are in-
creasingly voting with their
wallets, prioritising destinations
and brands that offer authentic
and memorable interactions. In
an age where visitors are willing
to spend more, stay longer, and

advocate for destinations they
love, the financial implications of
poor hospitality are significant.

Consider the reputational
damage when frontline staff, dis-
connected from their organiza-
tion’s brand promise, deliver
subpar experiences. Whether it’s
a car rental agent dismissing a
two-month reservation or an air-
line crew member showing visi-
ble annoyance at passenger
requests, these micro-interac-
tions erode trust and loyalty.
Conversely, destinations with a
welcoming culture offer an intan-
gible sense of safety, ease, and
well-being that draws visitors

back time and again.

A cultural reset
Western destinations can’t ex-
pect to compete by merely up-
skilling their workforce or
increasing wages – though these
are important steps. Instead,
they need a cultural reset, one
that prioritizes empathy and
human connection in every as-
pect of the visitor journey.
l  Elevate cultural differentia-

tors: Celebrate and integrate
local traditions of hospitality
into the visitor experience.
Whether through storytelling,
food, or interpersonal interac-
tions, authenticity must be the
cornerstone.

l  Invest in emotional intelli-
gence: Training programs
should go beyond technical
skills to emphasise emotional
intelligence and empathy,
bridging the gap between ser-
vice delivery and meaningful
connection.

l  Align brand promises with be-
haviour: From airlines to bou-
tique hotels, every touchpoint
should reflect the destination’s
values and culture, creating a
seamless and consistent expe-
rience.

l  Learn from best practice: Des-
tinations should look to South-
east Asia and other
guest-centric cultures for inspi-
ration, adapting their principles
while respecting their own cul-
tural contexts.
Essentially, the post-pan-

demic travellers are seeking
more than convenience and
cost-efficiency; they’re search-
ing for destinations that make
them feel seen, valued, and 
welcomed.
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