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HM GREETS PRESIDENT OF RUSSIA
MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin 
Tarik has sent a cable of greetings to President
Vladimir Putin of the Russian Federation 
on the occasion of the Declaration of State 
Sovereignty of Russia. In the cable, His Majestyy 
the Sultan expressed his sincere sentiments 
and best wishes of good health and happiness 
to President Putin. His Majesty also wished 
the people of Russia further progress and 
prosperity. — ONA

COUNCIL OF MINISTERS, STATE COUNCIL DISCUSS 
COORDINATION AMONG THE STATE INSTITUTIONS

MUSCAT: HH Sayyid Fahd bin 
Mahmoud Al Said, Deputy Prime 
Minister for the Council of Min-
isters, and several members of the 
Council of Ministers yesterday 
received Sheikh Abdulmalik bin 
Abdullah Al Khalili, Chairman of 
the State Council, and members 
of the State Council’s Offi  ce. 

The meeting was held within 
the context of coordination be-
tween the Council of Ministers 
and the Council of Oman.

The two sides held an expand-
ed meeting at the Council of Min-
isters building in the presence 
of ministers. The meeting, held 
in line with the Basic Law of the 
State and the Law of the Coun-
cil of Oman, was in pursuance of 
continuous coordination between 
all institutions of the state to for-

mulate common visions on up-
grading Oman’s comprehensive 
development.

HH Sayyid Fahd commended 
the State Council’s role in imple-
menting the State’s general poli-
cies and rendering the best servic-
es to citizens. He stressed that the 
government values all visions and 
proposals on developing public 
services and upgrading facilities.

During the meeting, it was 
agreed that all efforts should 
be combined to safeguard the 
national accomplishments and 

enable the State Council to con-
tinue conducting studies and 
proposals on all that advances 
the national action.

The Chairman and members 
of the State Council expressed 
their satisfaction at the meeting 
and the importance of topics and 
opinions exchanged by the two 
sides. They affi  rmed that many of 
the common goals and approach-
es would be realized during the 
next stage of joint action.

The meeting discussed a num-
ber of topics, including means 

of consolidating integration be-
tween state institutions through 
the implementation of plans and 
programmes. The two sides laid 
emphasis on promoting the mis-
sion of the ministerial coordina-
tion committee liaising between 
the Council of Ministers and the 
State Council for the realization 
of public aspirations. They ex-
changed views about means of 
enhancing awareness and safe-
guarding the accomplishments 
made so far in Oman under the 
wise leadership. -ONA
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Oman welcomes UN Security 
Council deal for Gaza ceasefi re

Oman’s public 
revenue touches
OMR3.74 billion

MUSCAT: The Sultanate of 
Oman has welcomed the resolu-
tion issued by the UN Security 
Council supporting a deal to reach 
a comprehensive and permanent 
ceasefi re in the Gaza Strip.

Oman urged all parties to 
immediately take steps to-
wards the implementation of 
this resolution.

In a statement issued on Tues-
day by the Foreign Ministry, Oman 
expressed appreciation for the ef-
forts made by the State of Qatar, 
the Arab Republic of Egypt and 
the United States of America to 
pass this draft resolution.

In this context, Oman called 
upon the international commu-
nity to implement the resolution 
and compel the Israeli occupation 
state not to evade its responsibili-
ties and to respect international 
demands to stop its brutal aggres-
sion on the Gaza Strip.

The statement also stressed 
the need for concrete action lead-
ing to the Two-State Solution 
and the establishment of an in-

dependent Palestinian state with 
Al Quds A’Sharqiyah (East Jeru-
salem) as its capital, in a manner 
that supports peace and stability 
in the region. 

The Palestinian presidency 
welcomed the UNSC’s adoption 
of a draft resolution submitted 
by the United States.  The Pal-
estinian Presidency considered 

the adoption of this resolution 
as a step in the right direction 
to stop the ongoing genocide in 
Gaza, calling on everyone to as-
sume their responsibilities for 
its implementation.

Agression
The decision is consistent with 
the Presidency’s demands for an 
immediate halt to the Israeli ag-
gression, withdrawal of the occu-
pation forces from the entire Gaza 
Strip, entry of aid, prevention of 
displacement, and declaring the 
Gaza Strip as an integral part of 
the State of Palestine.

The statement stressed that the
Security Council’s affi  rmation in
its resolution of its fi rm commit-
ment to the vision of a two-state
solution, in accordance with
international law and relevant
United Nations resolutions, re-
quires working seriously towards
implementing the political solu-
tion that leads to ending the oc-
cupation and establishing an in-
dependent Palestinian state. -ONA

MUSCAT: Oman’s public revenue
fell by 15 percent to OMR3.74 bil-
lion at the end of April 2024 com-
pared to OMR4.39 billion regis-
tered over the same period in 2023.
This is mainly due to a decrease in
hydrocarbon and non-hydrocar-
bon revenues, according to the Fis-
cal Performance Bulletin issued by 
the Ministry of Finance.

At the end of April 2024, the net
oil revenue amounted to OMR2.23
billion, down by 3 percent com-
pared to OMR2.30 billion regis-
tered over the same period in 2023.
The average realised oil price
amounted to $82 per barrel and
average oil production reached
1.09 million barrels per day.

Net gas revenue at the end of 
April 2024 amounted to OMR565 
million, comprising a decline by 
38 percent  compared to the same
period in 2023. This is due to the
deduction of gas purchase and
transport expenses from the total
revenue collected from Integrated
Gas Company.

Further, current revenue 
reached OMR938 million at the
end of April 2024, declining by 
OMR234 million compared to 
OMR1.17 billion registered over
the same period in 2023.

At the end of April 2024, public 
spending amounted to OMR3.59 
billion, decreasing by OMR275 
million or by 7 percent compared 
to the actual spending over the 
same period in 2023.

Current expenditure at the end 
of April 2024 reached OMR2.67 
billion, higher by OMR4 million 
compared to OMR2.674 billion 
registered over the same period in 
2023.

Meanwhile, development 
expenditure of ministries and 
government units amounted to 
OMR304 million, representing 
34 percent of the total spending, 
or OMR900 million, allocated for 
2024.

Contributions and other ex-
penses at the end of April 2024 
amounted to OMR615 million, in-
creasing by 68 percent compared 
to OMR365 million registered 
over the same period in 2023.

Social protection system, oil 
products, and electricity sector 
subsidies amounted to OMR186 
million, OMR96 million, and 
OMR83 million respectively, by 
the end of April 2024. Further-
more, an amount of OMR133 mil-
lion was transferred to future debt 
obligations budget-item. -ONA

P R A I S E S  E F F O R T SM I N I S T R Y  O F  F I N A N C E

OMAN
Mauritanian president
meets Sayyid Badr

2
President Mohamed Ould 
Cheikh El Ghazouani
of the Islamic Republic

of Mauritania received at 
the presidential palace in 
Nouakchott yesterday, Sayyid
Badr bin Hamad Al Busaidi, 
Foreign Minister. During the 
meeting, they  reviewed the 
relations between the Sultanate
of Oman and Mauritania. >A5

WORLD
Malawi V-P killed 
in plane crash

3
Malawi Vice President 
Saulos Chilima and nine
other people, including 

his wife, were killed as the plane
they were onboard crashed in the
Chikangawa mountain range, 
CBS News reported, citing the 
government. Malawi President 
Lazarus Chakwera declared 
on Tuesday a national day of 
mourning.  >A7

OMAN
National Museum 
holds cultural event

1
The National Museum 
organised a cultural evening 
at the State Hermitage 

Museum in St. Petersburg.
The event , titled “Omani 
Cultural Evening,” was held in 
collaboration with the Ministry 
of Commerce, Industry and 
Investment Promotion, the 
Embassy of Oman, and the State 
Hermitage Museum. >A2

T O P  T H R E E  I N S I D E  S T O R I E S

37,164
Deaths

84,823
Injured
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OMAN
Dhuhr .............................................12:12pm

Asr.....................................................3:30pm

Maghrib ........................................6:59pm

Isha....................................................8:21pm

Fajr (Tomorrow).................... 3:52am

Oman, Mauritania explore means of boosting cooperation
NOUAKCHOTT: The Sultanate 
of Oman and the Islamic Republic 
of Mauritania explored the mutual
cooperation relations and means
of developing them to serve joint 
interests.

This came during a political 
talks session held between Sayyid 
Badr Hamad Al Busaidi, Foreign 
Minister and Mohamed Salem 
Ould Merzoug, Minister of Foreign 
Aff airs, Cooperation and Mauri-
tanians Abroad. The session was
held in Nouakchott, Mauritania.

During the session, the two min-
isters explored means of boosting 
business and investment partner-
ship between the two countries’ 
private sector companies, espe-
cially in the sector of fi shing, min-
ing, energy, agriculture, logistic 
connection between the two coun-
tries’ ports and tourism.

The two offi  cials exchanged 
views on regional and internation-
al issues of common concern. 

They also stressed their support 
for eff orts aimed at prevailing se-

curity, stability and peace through-
out the region and the world.

Israeli aggression
Moreover, the two ministers 
underscored the importance of 
continuing international eff orts 
aimed at stopping the Israeli ag-
gressive war on the Gaza Strip in 
Palestine. 

They also underlined the impor-
tance of reaching an agreement 
that guarantees a ceasefi re, facili-
tating the arrival of humanitarian 

relief aid, the release of all hos-
tages on both sides, and the return 
of displaced Palestinians to their 
areas.

The two ministers reiterated 
the importance of resorting to in-
ternational law and international 
humanitarian law and pushing 
forward eff orts to hold an interna-
tional peace conference in a bid to 
implement the two-state solution 
and end the Israeli occupation of 
the Palestinian territories. 

-ONA

M U T U A L  C O O P E R A T I O N

National Museum organises 
cultural evening in Russiaa

ST. PETERSBURG: The Nation-
al Museum organised a cultural 
evening at the State Hermitage 
Museum in St. Petersburg.

The event, titled “Omani Cul-
tural Evening,” was held in col-
laboration with the Ministry of 
Commerce, Industry and Invest-
ment Promotion, the Embassy of 
the Sultanate of Oman in Moscow, 
and the State Hermitage Museum. 

This event was part of Oman 
participation as the guest of hon-
our at the 27th St. Petersburg 
International Economic Forum, 
which took place from June 5 to 8.

This cultural event is part of the 
“Oman Hall” initiative, inaugu-
rated at the Hermitage Museum 
in 2020. The second edition of 
the Oman Hall, titled “The Omani 
Empire: Asia and Africa,” inaugu-
rated in December 2023.

The Omani delegation was led 
by Qais Mohammed Al Yousef, 
Minister of Commerce, Industry 
and Investment Promotion. On 
the Russian side, it was headed 
by Maxim Gennadievich Reshet-
nikov, Minister of Economic 
Development of the Russian 
Federation.

In his speech, Jamal Hassan 
Al Moosawi, Secretary General 

of the National Museum, stated,
“The relationship between the
National Museum and the State
Hermitage Museum goes beyond
strategic cooperation to true
friendship.” He added that this
event is part of the “Oman Hall”
initiative, highlighting the second
edition’s theme, “The Omani Em-
pire: Asia and Africa.”

Al Moosawi emphasised that
this cultural event showcases
positive aspects of human expe-
riences in a multipolar world, a 
theme refl ecting the equitable and
fair development opportunities
for nations and peoples, which is
the main theme of the 27th forum.

The evening included perfor-
mances by the Omani musical
group “Skills,” led by Yusuf Said
Al Foori.

Guests also toured the “Oman
Hall” and viewed the “Omani Em-
pire: Asia and Africa” exhibition,
which depicts the history of the
Omani Empire in both Asia and
Africa. It illustrates the Omanis’
role in expelling the Portuguese
from East Africa and establishing 
the vast Omani Empire, highlight-
ing Omani cultural infl uences
in East Africa across social, reli-
gious, political, economic, and ar-

chitectural fi elds.
The exhibition includes 28 ar-

tefacts refl ecting the history of 
the Omani Empire in both Asia 
and Africa. Notable artefacts on 
display include artefacts from 
the late Sultan Qaboos bin Said, 
as well as artefacts related to the 
Russian Federation, such as a 
curved single edged sword “Kitta-
rah” dating back to al-Busaid dy-
nasty between the two centuries 
(11-13 AH/17-19 CE), believed to 
be used in duels aboard Omani 
Empire fl eets. Other items in-
clude a Saidi dagger owned by 
Sultan Hamoud bin Mohammed 
al-Busaidi from the late 19th cen-
tury, a chair from the 18th century 
(Oman and Zanzibar), and jewel-
lery and garments attributed to 
Sayyida Salma bint Said al-Bu-

saidi (1844–1924), who wrote her
notable autobiography in German,
titled “Memoirs of an Arabian
Princess from Zanzibar.”

During the international eco-
nomic forum, a new agreement
was signed with the State Hermit-
age Museum to launch the second
“Hermitage Corner” exhibition
at the National Museum in Octo-
ber. This exhibition will focus on
political, diplomatic, economic,
and cultural exchanges between
the Central Asian khanates and
the Russian imperial court in St.
Petersburg.

The State Hermitage Museum
is known for its vast complex
of ten buildings, including the
Winter Palace and other historic
structures. The museum’s col-
lection features artefacts from

Eastern Europe, Russia, Greek 
and Roman civilisations, the Near 
and Far East, and Central Asian 
civilisations. It includes ancient 
to modern coins, weapons from 
Western Europe and the Middle 
East, and numerous archaeologi-
cal fi nds.

The Hermitage employs 2,500 
people, including about 250 art 
and archaeology experts, and at-
tracts approximately 5.3 million 
visitors annually. It houses over 
17,000 paintings, 12,000 sculp-
tures, more than a million coins 
and medals, over 800,000 archae-
ological artefacts, around 360,000 
applied arts pieces, and more than 
600,000 graphic artworks.

The event was attended by Ha-
mood Salim Al Towaiya, Ambas-
sador of the Sultanate of Oman 
to the Russian Federation; Faisal 
Abdullah Al Rawas, Chairman 
of Oman Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry; Azzan Qasim Al Bu-
saidi, Undersecretary for Tourism 
at the Ministry of Heritage and 
Tourism; Eng. Khamis Moham-
med Al Shamakhi, Undersecre-
tary for Transport at the Ministry 
of Transport, Communications 
and Information Technology; and 
Professor Dr. Mikhail Piotrovsky, 
General Director of the State Her-
mitage Museum, along with mem-
bers of the diplomatic corps and 
cultural and museum enthusiasts.

It is worth mentioning that the 
National Museum has adopted 
the “Oman Hall” initiative as part 
of cultural cooperation by estab-
lishing exhibitions that represent 
the Sultanate of Oman in mu-
seums and cultural institutions 
around the world. 

These international exhibitions 
are an opportunity to enhance 
cultural understanding and com-
munication between the Sultan-
ate of Oman and other countries, 
providing a comprehensive view 
of Oman’s history and present. -ONA
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Salalah Airport 
receives fi rst
direct fl ight for 
Khareef 2024

Times News Service

SALALAH: Salalah Airport 
received fi rst Kuwait Airways 
fl ight, carrying 220 passengers on 
Tuesday.

Kuwait Airways will operate 4 
fl ights per week between Kuwait 
International Airport and Salalah 
Airport during this year’s fall sea-
son, which will continue until the 
end of October.

Zakaria bin Yaqoub Al Harrasi, 
Executive Vice President of Sala-
lah Airport, said: “This is one of 
the many fl ights to arrive from the 
Gulf Cooperation Council coun-
tries, which will arrive with the 
beginning of the 2024 Khareef 
Dhofar season this June.

He added: “Oman Airports is 
fully prepared to receive visitors 
during this season according to 
scheduled fl ights of local and re-
gional airlines. Flynas will oper-
ate 10 weekly fl ights from three 
major cities in the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia, with 4 fl ights from 
the capital, Riyadh, 3 fl ights from 
Dammam, and 3 fl ights from Jed-
dah, while Jazeera Airways will 
operate 3 direct fl ights from Ku-
wait to Salalah.

He explained that SalamAir will 
operate one direct weekly fl ight 
from Baghdad to Salalah, one from 
Bahrain to Salalah, and another 
from Fujairah in the United Arab 
Emirates to Salalah per week.

The Executive Vice President 
of Salalah Airport stressed that 
Oman Airports seeks to provide 
all necessary means to receive 
passengers upon their arrival or 
departure, and to complete travel 
procedures with ease, in coopera-
tion with strategic partners.

It is worth noting that Sala-
lah Airport recorded an increase 
in the number of fl ights by 26% 
during last May, bringing the to-
tal number of international and 
domestic fl ights arriving and de-
parting through the airport to 814, 
compared to 645 fl ights during the 
same month of the previous year.

 Last May, international fl ights 
through the airport increased 
by 14%, domestic fl ights also in-
creased by 42%, and the number 
of passengers through Salalah Air-
port increased by 17%, reaching 
95,336 last March.

Salalah Airport recorded an in-
crease in air traffi  c of 29% in and 
43.4% in the number of passengers 
during the Khareef season of 2023 
until August 15, 2023, compared to 
the same period in 2022.

Salalah Airport won the Best 
Airport in the Middle East award 
in the “Customer Experience” for 
the year 2023 in the category of 
two million passengers, which was 
announced by the International 
Airports Council in partnership 
with Amadeus, the leading travel 
technology company.

Salalah Airport also won the 
award for the most dedicated air-
port employees in the Middle East 
in all categories, the award for the 
smoothest airport procedures in 
the Middle East for all categories, 
the award for the most enjoyable 
airports in the Middle East, and 
the award for the best airports in 
the level of cleanliness, for all cat-
egories, in the Middle East. 

K U W A I T  A I R W A Y S
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MUSCAT: Oman’s national foot-
ball team secured a place in the
2027 AFC Asian Cup following a 
draw with Kyrgyzstan 1/1.

The national team also qualifi ed
for the fi nal round of 2026 FIFA 
World Cup qualifi ers.

Oman, who went into the game
with a two point lead over Kyrgyz
Republic having already secured
their place in the next round, hit
the equaliser that guaranteed a 
fi rst place fi nish 12 minutes into
the second half.

Harib Al Saadi fed the ball to
Khalfan on the right and the full
back’s attempt to fi re a low centre
across the face of goal took a de-
fl ection off  the Kyrgyz defence and
Tokotaev could do little but pick
the ball out of the net.

Mohammed Al Ghafri tried his
luck from distance in the dying 
minutes as the home side sought
a late winner but his unsuccess-
ful strike meant the points were
shared.

Eldiyar Zarypbekov gave the
visitors the lead in the 19th minute
but Abdul Aziz Khalfan levelled 12
minutes into the second half to en-
sure the points were shared with
Oman winning the group.

The Central Asians needed
only to avoid defeat by a seven goal
margin to confi rm their presence

in the next phase of the prelimi-
naries and at the AFC Asian Cup 
fi nals, but Kyrgyz Republic sought 
to avoid any uncertainty by taking 
all three points.

Joel Kojo saw his 18th minute 
eff ort defl ected high over the 
crossbar by the Oman defence 
after Gulzhigit Alykulov laid his 
pass off  to the Dinamo Samarqand 
striker and, from the resulting cor-
ner, Kyrgyz Republic took the lead.

Murolimzhon Akhmedov 
swung his set-piece delivery into 
the six yard box and Zarypbekov 
bundled the ball over the line from 
close range.

The hosts almost responded
immediately, Issam Al Sabhi
hitting a wayward effort with
the goal at his mercy moments
after the restart while, in the
31st minute, Salaah Al Yahy-
aei’s shot on the turn was kept
out of the Kyrgyz goal when Er-
zhan Tokotaev spread himself 
to block.

Two minutes into first half 
injury time the visitors threat-
ened again, this time through
Alimardon Shukarov, who took
aim from distance and Ibrahim
Al Mukhaini palmed the strike
clear in unconvincing fashion.

MOSCOW: A jump of about 300 
percent was recorded in  the num-
ber of Russian tourists visiting 
the Sultanate of Oman.

In 2023, 53,145 Russian tour-
ists visited Oman, compared to 
about 13,000 tourists in 2022.  

Promotional workshops or-
ganised by the Ministry of Herit-
age and Tourism of the Russian 
Federation began in the Russian 
capital, Moscow on Tuesday. It 
will last for two days and include 
Moscow and St. Petersburg.

The workshops aim to intro-
duce the most prominent tourism 
components and experiences in 
the Sultanate of Oman, enhance 
presence and increase tourism 
movement from the Russian mar-
ket to the Sultanate of Oman, in 
addition to creating a promotion-
al platform for Omani tourism 
companies and institutions in co-
operation with Russian tourism 
companies.

The Ministry’s delegation is 
headed by Azzan Qassim Al Bu-
saidi, Undersecretary of the Min-
istry of Heritage and Tourism for 
Tourism, with the participation 
of 20 Omani tourism institutions.

The workshops include hold-
ing bilateral meetings between 
major hotels, tourism companies 
and airlines in the Sultanate of 

Oman and representatives of the 
important tourism companies, 
tour operators and travel agents 
in Russia, with the aim of raising 
the number of Russian visitors to 
the Sultanate of Oman. 

Azzan Qassim Al Busaidi, Un-
dersecretary of the Ministry of 
Heritage and Tourism for Tour-
ism, explained that the promo-
tional workshops organised by 
the Ministry in the cities of Mos-
cow and St. Petersburg aim to 
introduce the largest and most 
important Russian tourism com-
panies to the Omani market and 
to enhance relations between 
tourism operators in the Sultan-
ate of Oman and the Russian 
Federation.

He added that the Sultanate of 
Oman is a multi-seasonal destina-
tion, famous for its natural beauty 
and cultural heritage, and attracts 
tourists from all categories. The 
current focus is on attracting 

more travellers to experience the 
luxurious and diverse hospitality 
in the Sultanate of Oman, as the 
Ministry participated in the Sul-
tanate of Oman’s pavilion in the 
St. Petersburg Economic Forum 
2024.

He stressed that the selection 
of the Russian cities of Moscow 
and St. Petersburg to organise 
the promotional workshops came 
after the success witnessed by 
the promotional campaigns and 
events carried out by the Minis-
try in the targeted tourist markets 
in various countries of the world 
during the past period, and during 
the coming period.

These eff orts will be strength-
ened with intensive promotional 
programmes to enhance tourism 
movement to the Sultanate of 
Oman.

It should be noted that pro-
motional workshops outside the 
Sultanate of Oman are one of the 
most important programmes that 
contribute to introducing the 
most important tourism com-
ponents in Oman and focus on 
experiences to enhance tourism 
movement and create communi-
cation platforms between Omani 
tourism companies and institu-
tions and the international tour-
ism companies. -ONA
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RAM launches new version of 
National Leadership Programme

MUSCAT: Continuing its com-
mitment to nurturing promising 
national leaders who will shape
the future in alignment with Oman
Vision 2040, the Royal Academy of 
Management launched a new ver-
sion of the National Leadership
Programme for the Omani Middle
Management in the Private Sector
Etimad.

The programme is being im-
plemented in partnership with
Emeritus and in collaboration

with Columbia Business School,
Tuck Executive Education at Dart-
mouth, and MIT Management Ex-
ecutive Education.

The programme serves as
a testament to the Academy’s
dedication to empowering mid-
dle leaders and cultivating their
abilities to foster excellence in
performance.

Its mission extends beyond
mere goal achievement, seek-
ing to revolutionise manage-
ment in line with evolving market

trends, future prospects, and rapid
transformations.

Through collaboration with
esteemed national and interna-
tional experts, the programme em-
braces the fi nest global practices,
enriching its framework with in-
valuable insights and innovative
approaches.

This year the programme will
welcome 202 participants from di-
verse private sector and entrepre-
neurial backgrounds, organised
into two cohorts.

Over the span of 7 months, par-
ticipants will embark on an en-
riching journey consisting of four 
comprehensive learning units.
These units will encompass spe-
cialised orientation sessions, in-
teractive simulation workshops,
and valuable insights into emerg-
ing trends.

Furthermore, participants will 
actively participate in meet-the-
leader sessions, collaborative
learning projects, and engaging 
virtual modules.

The programme’s curriculum is
designed to enhance participants’
profi ciencies across various do-
mains, including digital business
strategies, fi nancial statement
analysis, creative problem-solv-
ing, leadership at both individ-
ual and organisational levels, as
well as innovation and change
management.

Dr.Yasmeen Al Bulushi, Head
of Center of Leadership Develop-
ment, emphasised that the Eti-
mad programme has epitomised
exemplary models of Omani
leadership.

Throughout its previous cohorts,
the programme has served as a cor-
nerstone in empowering national
leaders with renewed competen-
cies within an integrated institu-
tional framework. This framework
not only amplifi es the capabilities
of the participants but also equips
them with a profound sense of ef-
fi ciency and leadership to navigate
through dynamic changes.”

She remarked, “The Etimad
programme stands at the forefront
of investing in and cultivating na-
tional competencies, aiming to
equip individuals to lead the pri-
vate sector and contribute to the
Omani market with adept leaders
for the evolving economy.” She un-
derscored the programme’s unique
training components, encompass-
ing both in-person and remote

learning units, group projects, 
leadership camps, and develop-
ment circles.

The programme targets employ-
ees with intermediate leadership 
experience, specifi cally those who 
have managed departments or 
teams in the private sector.

From over 3,400 applicants, par-
ticipants were selected through a 
rigorous multi-stage process. Ini-
tially, they underwent tests assess-
ing their knowledge and skills in 
various administrative and prac-
tical domains, including English 
language profi ciency, cognitive 
abilities, leadership scenarios, and 
a personal questionnaire. Success-
ful candidates advance to a series 
of interviews, marking the pivotal 
stage in the selection process.

Etimad has left a remarkable 
imprint on the local context by 
equipping a multitude of par-
ticipants from private institu-
tions and entrepreneurial back-
grounds. Their contributions 
have elevated the management 
standards of various development
and economic projects across the
Sultanate of Oman, directly ad-
vancing the objectives of Oman 
Vision 2040. This noteworthy 
achievement underscores the 
programme’s effi  cacy in nurturing 
talent that serves as a catalyst for 
Oman’s economic progress and 
development. -ONA

The programme 

serves as a testament

to the Academy’s 

dedication to

empowering

middle leaders 

and cultivating 

their abilities to

foster excellence in

performance

Oman Vision 2040 Unit issues 3 new guidelines
MUSCAT: Acting in cooperation
with Alizz Islamic Bank, Oman
Vision 2040 Implementation
Follow-up Unit yesterday issued
three guidelines on “quality man-
agement and institutional excel-
lence”, “institutional innovation”
and “application of Lean process
improvement methodology”. The
guidelines inaugural ceremony 
was presided over by HH Sayyid
Kamil bin Fahd Al Said, Secretary-
General at the Secretariat General
of the Council of Ministers.

Speaking at the ceremony, Sayy-
id Dr. Munthir Hilal Al Busaidi,
Deputy Chairman of Oman Vision
2040 Implementation Follow-up
Unit, said that the issuance of the
three guidelines refl ects the eff orts
undertaken by Oman Vision 2040
Implementation Follow-up Unit
and its partners to support govern-
ment service departments.

Emphasis was laid on providing 
enablers in accordance with the
best international practices, said
Sayyid Dr. Munthir, noting that
the overall objective is to upgrade
the government system in a man-
ner that meets the expectations

of benefi ciaries and enhances the
competitiveness of the Sultanate
of Oman. During the ceremony,
Oman Vision 2040 Implemen-
tation Follow-up Unit and Alizz

Islamic Bank signed a memoran-
dum of understanding (MoU) on 
achieving private sector participa-
tion in the objectives of Oman Vi-
sion 2040. -ONA

T O  U P G R A D E  G O V E R N M E N T  S Y S T E M

22ND INDIAN SCHOOL OPENED IN OMAN
The Indian Ambassador to 

Oman, Amit Narang inau-

gurated the Indian School 

in Duqm, marking the 

22nd school and a new 

milestone for the expat 

community in Oman. 

The event saw the

participation of students, 

parents, and local govern-

ment offi  cials.

Scripting a new aca-

demic journey, the Indian

ambassador to Oman , 

Amit Narang, stated that

the school in Duqm marks

a major contribution to the 

welfare of the Indian com-

munity, enabling them 

to thrive with families in 

Duqm. 

He emphasised that

this initiative will also

contribute to the overall

development of the region.

— Supplied pictures

Pacts worth 

over OMR8.3mn 

signed to boost 

farm sector

MUSCAT: Acting in coopera-
tion with the Ministry of Ag-
riculture, Fisheries and Water 
Resources, the Ministry of 
Housing and Urban Planning 
on Tuesday signed 14 usufruct 
contracts worth more than 
OMR8.3 million for investment 
in the agriculture sector.

The contracts deal with 
breeding poultry, cultivating 
frankincense, raising and mar-
keting livestock, beekeeping 
and growing wheat, coff ee and 
date palm trees. The contracts 
also include the establishment 
of a farm for producing fi gs, pa-
paya fruits and seedlings and 
another for rearing goats.

In fi ve governorates
These projects are com-
ing up in fi ve governorates: 
Dhofar, A’Dakhiliyah, North 
A’Sharqiyah, South Al Batinah, 
Al Buraimi and Muscat.

The contracts were signed 
by Eng. Hamad Ali Al Nazwani,
Undersecretary of the Min-
istry of Housing and Urban
Planning for Housing, and rep-
resentatives of companies and
institutions investing in the
projects.

— ONA

1 4  C O N T R A C T S  S I G N E D
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NOUAKCHOTT: President Mo-
hamed Ould Cheikh El Ghazouani 
of the Islamic Republic of Mauri-
tania received at the presidential 
palace in Nouakchott yesterday, 
Sayyid Badr bin Hamad Al Busai-
di, Foreign Minister.

During the meeting, Sayyid 
Badr conveyed greetings and best 
wishes of His Majesty Sultan 
Haitham bin Tarik to Presiden-
tEl Ghazouani and the people 
of Mauritania. His Majesty also 

wished bilateral relations further 
progress. In his turn, the Maurita-
nian President asked Sayyid Badr 
to convey his greetings and best 
wishes to His Majesty the Sultan 

and the people of Oman.
The meeting reviewed path

of relations between Oman and
Mauritania. The meeting under-
lined the joint keenness to pro-

mote them in various spheres to 
serve interests of the two coun-
tries and their peoples.

The meeting also touched on a 
set of issues and developments at 
the regional and international are-
nas. It was attended by Mohamed 
Salem Ould Merzoug, Minister of 
Foreign Aff airs, Cooperation and 
Mauritanians Abroad and Sheikh 
Saif Hilal Al Ma’amari, Ambassa-
dor of Oman to Mauritania. 

-ONA

M E E T I N G

His Majesty greets 

Philippines president
MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan 
Haitham bin Tarik has sent a ca-
ble of greetings to President Fer-
dinand Marcos Jr. of the Republic 
of the Philippines, on his country’s 
Independence Anniversary.

Best wishes
In the cable, His Majesty the Sul-
tan expressed his sincere senti-
ments and best wishes to Presi-
dent Marcos Jr. and the people of 
his country. -ONA

C A B L E

Oman, Mauritania sign several 

memoranda of understandings 

NOUAKCHOTT: Sayyid Badr
Hamad Al Busaidi, Foreign Min-
ister met in the Mauritanian capi-
tal, Nouakchott, with Mohamed
Zein El Abidine Ould Cheikh
Ahmed, the President of the Na-
tional Union of Mauritanian Em-
ployers (UNPM).

During the meeting, the two
sides explored means of boost-
ing economic and trade coop-
eration between Oman and
Mauritania, as well as means of 
augmenting joint investments in
vital sectors.

They also touched on opportu-
nities to encourage business-peo-
ple in establishing partnerships
and exchange expertise in areas
of common interest.

Al Busaidi underscored the
Sultanate of Oman’s keenness to
enhance trade and economic re-

lations with Mauritania. He also
lauded the promising opportuni-
ties in Mauritania in various sec-
tors, such as energy, mining, tour-
ism, agriculture, livestock and
fi sheries.

The President of the National
Union of Mauritanian Employers
said the Mauritanian private sec-
tor welcomes the boosting of eco-

nomic cooperation with the pri-
vate sector of Oman. He affi  rmed
that the National Union of Mauri-
tanian Employers is ready to help
in overcoming any obstacles or
challenges that Omani companies
may face in Mauritania.

Moreover, during the visit,
Oman and Mauritania signed
several memorandums of under-
standing (MoUs) dealing with po-
litical consultations, diplomatic
training, studies and research,
as well as cooperation in fi elds of 
oil and gas, minerals, energy and
information and communication
technology (ICT).

The MoUs were signed by 
Sayyid Badr Al Busaidi, Foreign
Minister and Mohamed Salem
Ould Merzoug, Minister of For-
eign Aff airs, Cooperation and
Mauritanians Abroad. — ONA

P R O M I S I N G  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

NCEM reviews preparedness
MUSCAT: The National Com-
mittee for Emergency Manage-
ment (NCEM) on Tuesday held
at a meeting under the chairman-
ship of Lt.Gen Hassan Mohsen
Al Shraiqi, Inspector General of 

Police and Customs, Chairman of 
the NCEM. It reviewed the level 
of integration among the NCEM in 
terms of preparedness to deal with 
emergencies and methodology of 
responding to cases. — ONA

N A T I O N A L  C O M M I T T E E  F O R  E M E R G E N C Y  M A N A G E M E N T

Three arrested 
for murder of an 
expat in Barka

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Three expatriates
were arrested for killing a person
in the Wilayat of Barka, South Al
Batinah Governorate, the Royal
Oman Police (ROP) said.

ROP said in a statement: “The
South Al Batinah Governorate
Police Command, in cooperation
with the General Department of 
Inquiries and Criminal Investi-
gations, arrested three people of 
Asian nationality on charges of 
committing the murder of a per-
son of the same nationality in the
Wilayat of Barka.”

The legal procedures were com-
pleted against them.

R O Y A L  O M A N  P O L I C E

NBO GLOBAL EQUITY FUND
OPEN-ENDED INVESTMENT FUND

EXTENSION OF SUBSCRIPTION PERIOD

Subscription Closing Date 11th July 2024

This advertisement is an extract of the summary of the prospectus of NBO Global Equity Fund

(“Prospectus”) approved by the Financial Services Authority of Oman (“FSA”) vide its Administrative 

Decision No. KH/31/2024 dated 8 May 2024. NBO Global Equity Fund (the “Fund”) is an open-ended 

investment fund established by National Bank of Oman SAOG (“NBO”), a bank registered in the Sultanate

of Oman as a specialized bank and licensed as an Investment Fund Manager in accordance with the

regulations of the FSA. Terms used but not defined in this advertisement shall have the meaning given 

to them in the Prospectus.

This advertisement summary should not be relied on for making an investment decision and is not 

intended to be a substitute for reading the whole Prospectus. Each investor should read the Prospectus 

and Articles of Association of the Fund in full before making their investment decision. This advertisement 

summary has been extracted from the unofficial translation of the Prospectus prepared in Arabic and

approved by the FSA. 

The primary objective of the Fund is to generate returns from an actively 

managed portfolio comprised of equity securities listed and about to be 

listed on global stock exchanges including ADRs and GDRs and equity-

oriented securities such as open-ended UCIT funds and ETFs investing 

in such listed securities.

Open-ended fund investing in (i) listed and about to be listed global 

equity securities including ADRs and GDRs and (ii) funds such as UCIT 

funds and exchange traded funds (ETFs) that invest in such listed equity 

securities.

1.020 Rial Omani (including 20 Baisa as issue expenses)

The minimum Initial Subscription shall be 2,000 Units per Subscriber and 

thereafter in multiples of 100 Units.

Fund Objectives

Fund Structure

Initial Subscription Price

Minimum Subscription for Initial Issue:

Investment Advisor Legal Adviser Collecting BanksInvestment Manager &
Issue Manager

Sayyid Badr conveys greetings of 

HM to the Mauritanian President 
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Migrants turn to Mauritania for new EU transit route
NOUAKCHOTT: Lala grew up 
in Senegal and Mauritania, where 
she has long dreamed of a better 
life.

She had saved enough money to 
pay for a pirogue — a traditional 
fi shing boat that human traffi  ckers 
use for their businesses.

The small fi shing boat was to 
take her from the capital, Nouak-
chott, to Spain’s Canary Islands. 
She was looking forward to a fu-
ture in the EU.

But the journey was treacher-
ous, she told DW, as she struggled 
to recount her ordeal.

“There were all sorts of nation-
alities. Malians, Cameroonians, 
Nigerians, Mauritanians, Senega-
lese. The police themselves came 
to take us to the beach,” Lala said.

Migrant boats often
overloaded
“Not everyone could get on be-
cause there were so many of us, 
more than 100 or so people. Only 
80 were lucky enough to get on,” 
she said.

“I’ve seen people who almost 
went mad. Sometimes people 
fought with each other, but the 
captains have big knives, they 
threaten you and tell you to shut up 
or they’ll throw you on the beach 
and they’re not kidding.”

But Lala’s ordeal didn’t end after 
she managed to get on board the 
boat transporting them across the 
sea. After four days at sea, drift-
ing without fuel, she and other 
migrants ended up on a beach in 
northern Mauritania, where they 

were held by authorities.
The foreign nationals among 

them were deported, but Lala, as a 
Mauritanian, was released.

“I haven’t been able to sleep
since I got back. When I sleep, I
feel like I’m still in the boat rocking 
in the sea. Even when I close my 
eyes like this, I feel like I’m swing-
ing in the sea,” Lala told DW.

Lala was unable to reach Europe
as she had anticipated. The cross-
ing she attempted is one of the
world’s most dangerous migratory 
routes.

EU-Mauritania deal aims to 
stop migrants
In April, the EU granted €210
million ($226 million) in aid to
Mauritania, nearly €60 million of 
which will be invested in the fi ght
against illegal immigration to Eu-
rope. Between January and March
this year alone, around 12,393 mi-

grants disembarked on the Span-
ish archipelago.

In the same period last year, 
only 2,178 migrants arrived in the 
Canary Islands. Over 80% of the 
boats that carried the migrants de-
parted from Mauritania or trans-
ited through its waters.

The EU is struggling to secure 
agreements with countries like 
Tunisia and Niger, who, in the 
past, helped to stop some of these 
migrant journeys.

In addition, many migrants, 
mostly from the Central Sahel 
and the Gulf of Guinea, are pick-
ing Nouadhibou in Mauritania’s 
northwest, making it a migratory 
crossroads and transit city. In this 
city of 140,0000 inhabitants, some 
30,000 are migrants.

A man pulls over a small boat 
with migrants at La Restinga on 
the Canary island of El Hierro, 
Spain.

Ali, a fi sherman, knows all too 
well how these illegal migrations 
happen. He has seen the hope-
ful and the desperate taking their 
leave by night — 50 migrants, 
cramming themselves into a fi sh-
ing boat designed for a crew of six, 
he told DW.

On his phone, he showed DW 
pictures of some migrants who had 
died trying to reach EU shores.

“Look, someone sent me this 
photo of a dead person. These are 
corpses. Look, there’s a little baby 
here,” he said.

Port of Nouadhibou
The port of Nouadhibou has be-
come a centre trading in these tra-
ditional fi shing boats for human 
traffi  ckers.

However, one human smuggler 
who chose to conceal his identity 
said there are restrictions and con-
trols to the movement of the boats.

“You can put a lot of people in it 
[the fi shing boats]. You saw it. For 
this kind of pirogue there are con-
trols to see if they’re going fi shing 
— or for something else,” he said.

EU needs friendly 
migration policies
Tumenta Kennedy, a migration an-
alyst, told DW that Europe needs 
to review its migration policies to 
make them friendlier for young Af-
ricans currently choosing danger-
ous paths to Europe.

“Getting to go to Germany, 
France or Belgium to study is a 
nightmare,” Kennedy said. “Not 
because you are rejected, but be-
cause to get an appointment to go 
through the legal means to get an 
appointment to the embassies to 
be interviewed, to be given the op-
portunity to express yourself is a 
nightmare.”

Thousands of migrants contin-

ue to arrive in Mauritania, hoping 
to make the journey despite the
risks and controls.

Mohamed, a welder, arrived
in Nouadhibou with the aim of 
reaching Europe. As a day la-
borer, he earns the equivalent of 
€10 (about $11) a day, which he
spends on food, water and some-
where to live.

“You’ve seen the people here; 
we’re looking for work. It’s not
easy. Morning and night we come
and work. We don’t earn. I’ve been
here two months. I work every-
where,” he told DW.

And Lala, despite everything she
has suff ered and the huge sums of 
money she has spent, is also deter-
mined to try again.

For her, despite the horrible 
memories of being at sea, she
would do it all again to get to Eu-
rope, where she hopes to earn a 
decent living. — DW

T R E A C H E R O U S  J O U R N E Y

French President calls 

for snap elections after 

defeat to far-right

PARIS: “It’s a little bit strange,” 
one passerby, a man called Jean-
Paul, told DW in downtown Paris. 
“It was very surprising that Ma-
cron decided to close the parlia-
ment. I don’t know what to think.”

Jean-Paul was not alone in
his bemusement on Monday. 
French President Emmanuel 
Macron caught the nation, in-
cluding many in his own Renais-
sance party, off  guard on Sunday 
when he dissolved parliament 
and called snap legislative elec-
tions. They will take place in two 
rounds on June 30 and July 7.

The surprise move came after
Macron’s staunchly pro-EU Re-
naissance party, formerly known 
as La France En Marche! (France 
on the Move), suff ered a wipeout 
loss to the far-right National Ral-
ly (RN) in the European parlia-
mentary elections, which has put 
him even more on the back foot 
domestically. The anti-immigra-
tion, eurosceptic RN, of which 
Marine Le Pen was president for 
10 years before handing the reins 
over to its current leader, Jordan 
Bardella, in 2022, netted over 
30% of votes, compared to 15% 
for Renaissance.

As the results came in on
Sunday night, the French presi-
dent said, “The extreme right is 
both the impoverishment of the 
French and the downgrading of 
our country.“So, at the end of this 
day, I cannot act as if nothing had 
happened,” he said, pitching him-
self as giving the choice back to 
the people.

‘It’s up to the French
to decide’
For Jean-Paul, the snap polls 
might actually have been a good 
call. “It would be very diffi  cult for 
him to have a good government, 
so OK, [let’s] make things clear 
right now, and we will see,” he 
said.

“If the French decide to go
for the extreme right, that’s the 
choice. If they want to continue 

the middle way, it’s up to the
French to decide.”

Macron’s position is not di-
rectly up for grabs in the poll; 
he won the 2022 presidential 
election against Le Pen, the RN 
presidential challenger, securing 
a second and fi nal fi ve-year term. 
But control of parliament, where 
Macron’s party lost its majority 
in 2022, is in play.

On Monday, Renaissance be-
gan appealing to other centrist 
forces to team up against RN in 
the weeks to come.

If the far-right party emerges as
the primary power in the French 
legislature next month, Macron 
could be forced to appoint cur-
rent RN party leader Bardella as 
his fi fth prime minister.

It could also leave the legacy of 
Renaissance, which he founded 
in 2016, in tatters.

‘Calculated risk or 
mad gamble?’
On Sunday, the shock announce-
ment immediately became the 
big story of the EU elections, with 
analysts across Europe scram-
bling to understand just what the 
French president was playing at.

Mujtaba Rahman, an EU ex-
pert with Eurasia Group con-
sultancy, described it as either a 
“calculated risk or mad gamble.”

Macron appears to be count-
ing on a higher turnout and more 
cautious ballot-casting in the up-
coming parliamentary elections, 
Rahman wrote on the social me-
dia platform X, formerly Twitter, 
on Monday. — DW

P A R L I A M E N T  D I S S O LV E D

BRICS foreign ministers 
reiterate commitment to 

gg
combating terrorism

MOSCOW: Foreign Ministers of 
the 10-member BRICS grouping 
of countries have expressed strong 
condemnation of any acts of ter-
rorism, terming it “criminal and 
unjustifi able” regardless of its mo-
tivation and affi  rmed their com-
mitment to combating terrorism 
in all its forms and manifestations, 
including cross-border terrorism 
and terrorism fi nancing and safe 
havens.

The Foreign Ministers of BRICS 
nations called for ensuring zero 
tolerance for terrorism and reject-
ed double standards for counter-
ing terrorism. They stressed the 
primary responsibility of States in 
combating terrorism and the in-
ternational community’s eff orts to 
stop and counter terrorist threats.

The Foreign Ministers of BRICS
nations held a meeting in Russia’s
Nizhny Novgorod on Monday.

Dammu Ravi, Secretary (Eco-
nomic Relations), at the Ministry 
of External Aff airs (MEA), led the
Indian side at the meeting, in what
marks the fi rst foreign assignment
for India’s foreign policy under the
third consecutive term of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

The joint statement of BRICS
Foreign Ministers read, “The Min-
isters expressed strong condem-
nation of any acts of terrorism as
criminal and unjustifi able, regard-
less of their motivation, when-
ever, wherever and by whomso-
ever committed. They strongly 
condemned the inhumane terror-
ist attack on 22 March 2024 at the
Crocus City Hall in Moscow.”

“They reaffi  rmed their commit-
ment to combating terrorism in
all its forms and manifestations,
including the cross-border terror-
ism and terrorism fi nancing and
safe havens. They reiterated that

terrorism should not be associated
with any religion, nationality, civi-
lisation or ethnic group and that all
those involved in terrorist activi-
ties and their support must be held 
accountable and brought to justice
in accordance with international 
law,” it said.

The leaders welcomed the ac-
tivities of the BRICS Counter-Ter-
rorism Working Group and its fi ve 
Subgroups based upon the BRICS 
Counter-Terrorism Strategy and
the BRICS Counter-Terrorism Ac-
tion Plan. The Foreign ministers 
of BRICS nations looked forward 
to further deepening counter-ter-
rorism cooperation. They called 
for an expeditious fi nalisation and 
adoption of the Comprehensive 
Convention on International Ter-
rorism in the UN framework.

“The Ministers urged to ensure 
zero tolerance for terrorism and 
rejected double standards in coun-
tering terrorism. They empha-
sized the primary responsibility 
of States in combating terrorism 

and that global eff orts to prevent 
and counter terrorist threats must 
fully comply with their obligations 
under international law, including 
the Charter of the United Nations, 
in particular the purposes and 
principles thereof, and relevant 
international conventions and 
protocols, in particular interna-
tional human rights law, interna-
tional refugee law and interna-
tional humanitarian law,” the joint 
statement of Foreign Ministers of 
BRICS nations stated.

The ministers expressed 
the need to comprehensively 
strengthen mechanisms for coun-
tering terrorists and their support-
ers’ increased use of emerging and 
evolving technologies such as the 
Internet and other information 
and communications technolo-
gies, including social media plat-
forms, for terrorist purposes, like 
recruitment and incitement to 
commit terrorist acts, as and for 
the fi nancing, planning, and prepa-
ration of their activities. — ANI

They stressed 

the primary 

responsibility of 

States in combating 

terrorism and 

the international

community’s eff orts

to stop and counter

terrorist threats

OCCI announces new initiative to 
fi nance SMEs purchase contracts
MUSCAT: Acting in cooperation 
with Gulf House Investment Cor-
poration, Oman Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (OCCI) on 
Tuesday launched an initiative to 
support the fi nancing of purchase 
contracts.

Empowering SMEs
The initiative seeks to empower 
small and medium enterprises 
(SMEs) to grow and expand. It 
covers more than 20 products and 
off ers 90-day, interest-free con-
tracts for entrepreneurs running 
SMEs.

Sheikh Ahmed Amer Al Ma-
slahi, Head of the SMEs Commit-

tee at the OCCI, underscored the
signifi cance of this initiative, not-
ing that it enhances the capabili-
ties of SMEs and boosts the pur-

chasing power of individuals and
companies.

He added that individuals and
companies can benefi t from goods

and services without having to pay 
the full sum in advance. This, he 
observed, would boost economic 
activity and support the commer-
cial sector.

For his part, Mohammed Has-
san Al Bahrani, owner of Gulf 
House Investment Corporation, 
said that the initiative constitutes 
a vital step forward in enhancing 
private economic activity, as it 
enables companies and entrepre-
neurs to obtain goods and services 
more easily.

He added this move enhances 
confi dence in the local market and 
enables companies to expand their 
businesses. — ONA

O M A N  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E  A N D  I N D U S T R Y
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Malawi vice president, nine 
others killed in plane crash
LILONGWE: Malawi Vice Pres-
ident Saulos Chilima and nine
other people, including his wife,
were killed as the plane they were
onboard crashed in the Chikan-
gawa mountain range, accord-
ing tomedia report, citing the
government.

Malawi President Lazarus
Chakwera declared Tuesday a 
national day of mourning. The an-
nouncement was made in a state-
ment released by the Offi  ce of the
President and Cabinet.

The statement reads, unfortu-
nately, all on board have perished
in the crash, which happened on
Monday morning after the mili-
tary aircraft took off  from Mala-
wi’s capital Lilongwe.

Saulos Chilima and others on-
board the aircraft were travelling 
to attend the funeral of Malawi’s

former attorney general when
their plane dropped off  the radar,
according to CBS News report.

Due to poor visibility
Air traffi  c offi  cials said the plane
was not able to land at Mzuzu
airport, about 200 miles north of 
Lilongwe, due to poor visibility,
and the pilot had been advised to
head to the capital when the fl ight
disappeared.

In a televised address on Mon-
day night (local time), Chawera 
said that the search and rescue
operation would continue un-
til Chilima’s plane was found.
He said, “I know this is a heart-
breaking situation,” adding that,
“and we are all frightened and
concerned.”

Several nations, including the
US, provided technological sup-

port to Malawi in the search op-
eration, CBS News reported. In 
a statement posted on X, the US 
Embassy in Lilongwe said it was 
“deeply concerned by the news of 
the crash” and added an off er of 
“all available assistance including 
a Defense C-12 aircraft.”

Chilima (51) was seen in Ma-
lawi as a possible contender for 
the presidential election set to be 
held in 2025. Earlier in 2022, he 
was arrested on graft allegations, 
amid reports that he had received 
kickbacks from a businessman 
for government contracts. How-
ever, the charges were denied by 
Chilima, the report said.

Earlier in May, the charges
against Saulos Chilima were 
dropped by the national prosecu-
tor, who registered a notice for the 
discontinuation of the case. — ANI

C H I K A N G A W A  M O U N T A I N  R A N G E

UNSC adopts US draft resolution 
supporting Gaza ceasefire plan

NEW YORK: Amid rising ten-
sions in West Asia due to the 
Israel-Hamas war, which is in its 
eighth month now, the United Na-
tions Security Council passed a 
resolution vote on the US proposal 
for a permanent ceasefi re and re-
lease of the hostages in Gaza.

The US-drafted text calls for 
Hamas to accept a ceasefi re pro-
posal announced on May 31 by 
President Joe Biden that has al-
ready been accepted by Israel.

The resolution was notably 
adopted with 14 votes in favour, 

zero against, and one abstention 
by Russia, as the country chose not 
to exercise its veto power.

Comprehensive ceasefi re deal
The resolution that is adopted 
aims at reaching a comprehensive 
ceasefi re deal in three phases, ac-
cording to UN News.

The fi rst phase calls for an “im-
mediate, full, and complete cease-
fi re with the release of hostages, 

including women, the elderly and 
the wounded, the return of the re-
mains of some hostages who have 
been killed, and the exchange of 
Palestinian prisoners.”

It demands that Israeli soldiers 
leave Gaza’s “populated areas,” 
that Palestinians be allowed to 
return to their homes and com-
munities anywhere in the terri-
tory, including the north, and that 
humanitarian aid be distributed 

widely and safely.

End to hostilities
Whereas Phase Two would see a 
permanent end to hostilities “in
exchange for the release of all oth-
er hostages still in Gaza, and a full
withdrawal of Israeli forces from
Gaza,” according to UN News.

Phase three, on the other hand,
would have a “major multi-year 
reconstruction plan for Gaza” and

the remains of any deceased hos-
tages still in the Strip would be re-
turned to Israel.

President Biden had described
the deal as “not just a ceasefi re that
would inevitably be fragile and
temporary” but one that would
provide a “durable end to the war”.

More importantly, he had said
that the terms of the deal had been
transmitted by Qatar to the leader-
ship of Hamas.

Meanwhile, the US Ambassa-
dor to the United Nations, Linda 
Thomas-Greenfi eld, said that the 
fi ghting could stop today if Hamas 
agrees to the deal now endorsed by 
the Security Council.

She asserted that Hamas 
should now see clearly that the in-
ternational community is united, 
“united behind a deal that will 
save lives and help Palestinian 
civilians in Gaza start to rebuild 
and heal. United behind a deal 
that will reunite hostages with 
their families after eight months 
in captivity.”

Ambassador Thomas-Green-
fi eld stated that there is now a 
chance to steer clear of the current 
situation and that the US will as-
sist in making sure Israel fulfi ls its 
responsibilities, however, it would 
all be done “assuming that Hamas 
accepts the deal.”

In the resolution, the UN Se-
curity Council do not allow any 
attempt at demographic or ter-
ritorial change in the Gaza Strip, 
including any actions that reduce 
the territory of the enclave.

It also reiterates the Council’s 
“unwavering commitment” to the 
vision of the two-state solution. 
“In this regard stresses the impor-
tance of unifying the Gaza Strip 
with the West Bank under the Pal-
estinian Authority,” the resolution 
added. — Agencies

The US-drafted text

calls for Hamas to

accept a ceasefi re

proposal announced 

on May 31 by 

President Joe

Biden that has

already been 

accepted by Israel

Cambodia prepares to restore 
centuries-old temple’s causeway
PHNOM PENH: Cambodia has 
prepared to restore the structure 
of the eastern causeway of Beng 
Mealea temple in the famed An-
gkor Archaeological Park, under 
the Lancang-Mekong Coopera-
tion (LMC) Special Fund, the AP-
SARA National Authority (ANA) 
said in a news release on Tuesday.

Puth Soth, a technical offi  cer 
of the ANA’s Department of Con-
servation of Monuments and 
Preventive Archaeology, said a 
technical team is conducting an 
archaeological excavation on the 
structure of the temple’s east-
ern causeway for a restoration 
project.

“After excavating the topsoil 
layer, we found that the fl oor of 
the causeway had collapsed, with 
the weakened foundations tearing 
apart, causing some components 
of the structure such as pillars, a 
Naga balustrade, a Naga’s body, a 
Naga’s head, and many fragments 

falling into the moat and some
buried in the ground due to age
and natural factors,” said Soth,
who led the excavation work.

He added that when the exca-
vation is completed, a restoration
project on the causeway will be
launched under the LMC Special
Fund.

The fund, initiated by China in 
March 2016, aimed at supporting 
small- and medium-sized cooper-
ation projects put forward by the 
six LMC countries.

Built in the middle of the 12th 
century, the layout and style of 
Beng Mealea temple are very 
similar to those of the Angkor Wat 

temple, the ANA said.
Made of blue sandstone, Beng 

Mealea temple is one of the key 
temples in the 401-square-km
Angkor Archaeological Park in
northwest Cambodia’s Siem Reap
province.

The Angkor Archaeological
Park, which was inscribed on the
World Heritage List of the United
Nations Educational, Scientifi c
and Cultural Organisation in
1992, is the most popular tour-
ist destination in the Southeast
Asian nation.

The park attracted 472,258 in-
ternational visitors in the fi rst fi ve
months of 2024, a year-on-year
increase of 37 percent, said a re-
port from the state-owned Angkor
Enterprise.

It made $22.2 million in rev-
enue from ticket sales during the
January-May period this year,
also up 38 percent year-on-year,
the report added. — Xinhua

A N G K O R  A R C H A E O L O G I C A L  P A R K

South Korean troops 

fi re warning shots after 

brief border incursion

SEOUL: South Korea’s military 
said on Tuesday that it had fi red 
warning shots at the weekend af-
ter some North Korean soldiers 
briefl y crossed the border.

“Some North Korean soldiers 
working within the DMZ on the 
central front briefl y crossed the 
Military Demarcation Line,” the 
South Korean joint chiefs of staff  
(JCS) said in a statement.

It was referring to the line of 
control in the heavily fortifi ed bor-
der between the two Koreas.

“After our military issued warn-
ing broadcasts and warning shots, 
they retreated northward,” it said, 
adding the incident happened 
June 9.

“Apart from the immediate re-
treat of the North Korean soldiers 
following our warning shots, there 
were no unusual movements ob-
served,” the JCS said, adding the 

military was closely monitoring 
troops near the border.

The incident came amid height-
ened tensions on the Korean Pen-
insula over Pyongyang’s launch of 
balloons carrying trash like ciga-
rette butts and toilet paper into the 
South.

The North said the balloons 
were a response to a campaign 
by North Korean defectors in the 
South who have fl own balloons 
carrying anti-Pyongyang leafl ets 
in the other direction over the bor-
der. In response to the trash bal-
loons, the South Korean govern-
ment this month also suspended 
a 2018 tension-reducing military 
deal and restarted loudspeaker 
propaganda broadcasts along the 
border.

The move irked Pyongyang, 
which warned Seoul was creating 
“a new crisis.” — DW

S T A T E M E N T  B Y  J C S
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Mehran Khan’s spectacular 
journey in T20 World Cup

Ashok Purohit 

ANTIGUA & BARBUDA:
Oman’s thrilling journey at the 
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2024 
is all but over with their hopes of 
advancing extinguished after a 
hat-trick of losses in West Indies.

However, one player who has 
emerged as a standout bowler is 
Mehran Khan. Amidst the fi erce 
competition and heart-pounding 
moments, Mehran’s exceptional 
bowling performances have cap-
tivated audiences worldwide, 
showcasing not only his skill but 
also his unwavering determina-
tion to leave an indelible mark on 
the cricketing world.

Mehran’s name is among the 
list of top wicket-takers after 
the World Cup has witnessed 22 
matches so far across four groups 
comprising 20 nations.

Mehran has stood out as a for-
midable force in Oman’s bowling 
lineup. With a presence exuding 
quiet confi dence and a smile that 
conceals his competitive fi re, the 
37-year-old medium pacer has 
made a signifi cant impact on the 
fi eld. His tally of six wickets places 
him among the top fi ve bowlers in 
the tournament, a testament to his 
skill and consistency.

Afghanistan’s left-arm pacer 
Fazalhaq Farooqi, who claimed 
a fi ve-wicket haul against Ugan-
da, leads the table of the highest 
wicket-takers with nine wickets 
from two matches and is followed 
by South Africa’s pacer Anrich 
Nortje with eight.

At the third spot there are three 
bowlers including Mehran with 
six wickets each. The other two 
are West Indies’ left-arm spinner 
Akeal Hosein and Afghanistan’s 
spinner Rashid Khan.

Except for Mehran and Nortje 
who have featured in three match-
es each, the rest have played two 

games so far. India’s Jasprit Bum-
rah, who was the star of India’s
win over Pakistan on Sunday, is
next best with fi ve wickets from
two games.

Mehran’s bowling has also been
rated as one of the most impactful
performances so far. According 
to ESPNcricinfo, with Farooqi
is on top with a score of 190.1 in
the bowling impact category. At
second spot is Mehran, who with
a score of 146, is ahead of Bum-
rah with 128.7. The rating of most
impactful bowlers is measured
not only by the wickets taken and
economy rate but also of the pres-
sure under which these perfor-
mances happened.

Mehran’s show has been one of 
the highlights of Oman in Group B
at the ongoing World Cup, but the
all-rounder admitted that these
fi gures and bowling would have
been sweeter had the team won.

“I would have been happier had
we won the matches. We went
close in the opener and to lose in
a Super Over against Namibia was
heart-breaking as we had them on
the back foot,” said Mehran.

The experienced campaigner,
who has been recalled in the na-
tional squad late last year after a 
gap of four years, justifi ed the faith
of head coach Duleep Mendis and
produced one of the most memo-
rable spells against Namibia.

Mehran returned with dream

fi gures of 3/7 and led to defend 
the meagre total of 109 and force 
a tie and a Super Over. The spell 
against Namibia was his career-
best in the 40 T20Is he has played 
since his debut Oman against Af-
ghanistan in July 2015.

“We could have even won the 
match against Namibia but for the 
fumble off  the last delivery behind 
the wickets that allowed [David] 
Wiese to steal a single off  a bye,” 
he said.

Namibia needed a comfortable 
18 runs off  18 balls with as many 
as seven wickets in hand before 
Mehran delivered a wicket maid-
en to start a streak of 18 deliver-
ies that almost turned the tables 
on Namibia to result in a Super 
Over

After his 18th over, Mehran re-
turned to defend fi ve runs in the fi -
nal over with an economy of 2 and 
claimed two wickets and conced-
ed only four to force a tie. Namibia 
won the Super Over but Mehran’s 
spell earned plaudits all across the 
cricketing world.

His tidy line and length and abil-
ity to pull back his length came in 
handy against the mighty Austral-
ia. Mehran not only shone with 
the ball but made an enterprising 
27 off  16 balls against the Aussies 
forging a crucial partnership with 
Ayaan Khan in the chase of 164/5. 
Mehran had the Aussies in a spot 
as he struck twice off  successive 

balls to get rid of their skipper
Mitchell Marsh and Glenn Max-
well in the ninth over of the game.
He was on a hat-trick and nearly 
had the star performer Marcus
Stoinis caught at the boundary 
in the 15th over, a drop that will
haunt Oman for long.

Stoinis’ hoick off  a length ball
to long off  had Ayaan Khan take a 
superb catch back pedalling but
he failed to keep his balance and
tumbled over the ropes with the
ball for a six.

Looking back, Mehran said:
“It was the turning point of the
match. We had them in the knots
as they were 80/3 and had the
catch been taken, it would have
put pressure on them.”

He fi nished with 2/38 and
was the bowler when skipper Il-
yas came up with one of the best
catches of the tournament to dis-
miss Maxwell.

In the match against Scotland,
which Oman lost by seven wick-
ets, Mehran picked his sixth wick-
et of the tournament when he had
opener George Munsey caught at
short backward point by Shakeel
Ahmed for 41.

Over the three games, Mehran’s
presence has been remarkable, an
achievement given the fact that he
was out of the national squad from
2019 to 2023.

Speaking on his experience in
the World Cup, Mehran said: “It

is a dream to play a team like Aus-
tralia. I played against a Test-play-
ing nation for the fi rst time. They 
are former world T20 champions 
and to perform against that side is 
a proud moment for me.”

He added” “I picked three wick-
ets against Namibia and carried 
the momentum to pick two more 
against Australia. I even had a 
chance of claiming a hat-trick. We 
could have kept Aussies to a much 
lesser total but for the dropped 
chances.”

Mehran said: “Our mistakes 
allowed Australia score 164 but 
we learn from such mistakes. It 
has been a learning experience 
for us. We may have lost three 
matches, but we have shown the 
world that we can fi ght at the big-
gest stage.”

The medium pacer said Oman 
will go into the fi nal match against 
the defending champions England 
with nothing-to-lose approach. 
“We played the fi rst game in Anti-
gua and couldn’t utilise the condi-
tions, but we have assessed it now. 
We hope to put up a good show 
against England.”

In the grand narrative of T20 
cricket, Mehran’s journey is a tes-
tament to perseverance and skill. 
As he continues to leave his mark 
on the international stage, his per-
formance at the 2024 World Cup 
will certainly go down as a memo-
rable one for Oman.

One player who

has emerged as a 

standout bowler is 

Mehran Khan

FIFA chief
announces 
countdown to 
World Cup

ZURICH: FIFA President Gianni 
Infantino said he is “counting 
down the days” with exactly two 
years to go until the FIFA World 
Cup 2026 kicks off .

In a statement posted on the 
FIFA’s website, the FIFA Presi-
dent said that the 23rd edition of 
the FIFA World Cup, which starts 
on 11 June 2026 at the iconic Es-
tadio Azteca Mexico City, would 
be “the greatest event, the greatest 
show, the greatest tournament” 
that the world has ever seen. It will 
also be the most inclusive FIFA 
World Cup ever, featuring a record 
48 teams and hosted by 16 cities 
across three countries, Canada, 
Mexico and the United States, he 
added.

The Estadio Azteca Mexico City 
one of three venues in Mexico 
along with Estadio Monterrey and 
Estadio Guadalajara will make 
history at the tournament, having 
also hosted the opening matches 
of the FIFA World Cup in 1970 and 
1986.

“It will be the fi rst stadium to 
host three inaugural (FIFA) World 
Cup football matches,” said the 
FIFA President. “We’ve never seen 
this before, and to experience it at 
an iconic stadium like the Azteca is 
something very, very special.” “We 
all know the epic games, (FIFA) 
World Cup games, that have been 
played there in the past, absolute 
champions like Pele and Diego 
Maradona who played and won at 
the Azteca,” he said.

The FIFA President said that 
preparations were well on course 
across the three Host Nations. “In 
the Host Cities, of course, we are 
working with the authorities, with 
the stadium owners and operators, 
with the local communities,” he 
said.

“(There is) fantastic collabora-
tion everywhere. They are looking 
forward to millions and millions of 
fans from all over the world,” In-
fantino said. Upcoming 2026 mile-
stones include qualifying draws in 
both Asia and Oceania. -ONA

2026



MARKE
WWW.TIMESOFOMAN.COM
W E D N E S DAY,  J U N E  1 2 ,  2 0 2 4B

OMAN CRUDE PRICE RISES
The price of Oman oil has increased, 
with prices for delivery by August 2024 
reaching $81.89, said Dubai Mercantile 
Exchange (DME). The DME statement 
said that the price of Oman oil rose by 
$1.67 from the price of Monday, which 
was $80.22. - ONA

MSX INDEX ENDS LOWER
Muscat Stock Exchange (MSX) 
general index (30) dropped 13.2 points, 
comprising a decline by 0.28 per cent 
to close at 4696.21 points, compared to
the last session, which stood at 4709.41 
points.

Passengers travelling through 
Oman’s airports rise to 4.9mn

MUSCAT: The total number of 
passengers through the airports of 
the Sultanate of Oman by the end
of April 2024 reached 4,901,796.

Meanwhile, the total number
of fl ights landing and departing 
from the airports of the Sultanate
of Oman by the end of April 2024
reached 31,708, according to pre-
liminary statistics issued by the
National Centre for Statistics and
Information.

The number of passengers
through Muscat International
Airport by the end of April 2024
reached about 4,430,119, compris-
ing an increase of 16.8 per cent, of 

which 4,097,728 were internation-
al passengers and 332,391 were 
domestic passengers.

The number of fl ights through 
Muscat International Airport by 
the end of April 2024 reached 
32,520, of which 29,862 were in-
ternational fl ights and 2,658 were 
domestic fl ights.

Indians topped the number of 
passengers through Muscat In-
ternational Airport by the end of 
April 2024, with 89,206 passenger 
arrivals and 83,855 passenger de-
partures, followed by Bangladeshi 
nationality with 12,829 incoming 
passengers and 20,597 departing 

passengers, and Pakistani national-
ity with 21,191 arriving passengers
and 19,532 departing passengers.

The number of passengers
through Salalah Airport reached

429,181, comprising an increase of 
9.9 per cent, who travelled on board 
3,122 fl ights, an increase in fl ights 
by 9.9 per cent. The number of inter-
national fl ights through Salalah Air-

port reached 1,660, carrying 214,934 
passengers, while the number of 
domestic fl ights reached 1,462, with 
214,247 passengers on board.

The number of passengers 

through Sohar Airport reached
22,390 on 192 fl ights, while the
number of passengers through
Duqm Airport reached 20,106 on
208 fl ights. -ONA

The total number of fl ights landing and 

departing from the airports of the Sultanate

of Oman by the end of April 2024 reached 

31,708, according to preliminary statistics

issued by the National Centre for Statistics 

and Information

State Audit Institution recognised by UN for 

Innovative Complaint and Report Window

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The United Nations 
Economic and Social Commission 
for Western Asia (ESCWA) an-
nounced the inclusion of Oman’s 
State Audit Institution’s Com-
plaint and Report Window among 
the best distinguished Arab prac-
tices within the ESCWA-launched 
ENACT project.

ENACT aims to accelerate the 
use of technology and innovation 
for enhanced operations in Arab 
public institutions by collect-
ing successful and distinguished 
studies from various Arab States 
regarding innovative technologies 
and initiatives in place to develop 
and improve government services.

The window was chosen from 
among 60 distinct initiatives from 
12 Arab countries listed in the ES-
CWA Arab Open and Innovation 
Government Portal.

As part of its endeavours to keep 
pace with the era of technology and 
digital transformation to achieve 
Oman Vision 2040 objectives 
and Goal 16 of the 2030 Sustain-
able Development Agenda, which 
calls for peace, justice and strong 
institutions, the institution has 
been keen to develop the provided 
service through the window and 
improve it via the SAI website and 
smartphone application in Arabic 

and English, to eff ectively com-
municate with society, strengthen 
the principle of partnership in pro-
tecting public fund and ensure the 
quality of performance in line with 
digital transformation and tech-
nology requirements.

The window contributes to fos-
tering community outreach and 
receives various complaints and 
reports related to administrative 
and fi nancial irregularities and 

violations against public funds,
and then the Institution deals with
such complaints and reports with
high professionalism.

It is worth noting that the Win-
dow won the United Nations Pub-
lic Service Award in the category 
of Preventing and Fighting Cor-
ruption in 2013, refl ecting the ef-
forts exerted by the Institution
in protecting public funds. In ad-
dition, the window was recently 

developed, where submitting 
complaints was separated from
submitting reports, giving greater
fl exibility and confi dentiality to
whistleblowers. 

OTP feature and complaint ref-
erence number were also added.
The Institution is constantly 
working to improve and develop
the window to add ChatBot fea-
tures to enhance bridges of com-
munication with the community.

A C H I E V E M E N T 

Shangri-La Muscat 

appoints Deepak 

Mehta as new

Director of Finance

MUSCAT: Shangri-La Muscat 
announced the appointment of 
Deepak Mehta as the resort’s new 
Director of Finance.

Deepak joins the team from the
St Regis Maldives, having previ-
ously served as Director of Fi-
nance at Shangri-La New Delhi,
and brings a wealth of experience
to the role, with almost two dec-
ades’ work in fi nancial manage-
ment in the hospitality industry.
A Chartered Accountant by train-
ing, Deepak Mehta’s fi nancial 
acumen, leadership skills and in-
depth industry knowledge have
opened doors to executive roles at
some of the world’s most prestig-
ious hotel brands, with a particu-
lar focus on the APEC region.

“I am delighted to be return-
ing to the Shangri-La Group, and 
in particular, to be joining the 
team in Muscat, which is at an 
exciting point in its growth,” said 
Deepak Mehta. “I look forward to 
working with the executive and 
fi nance teams to optimise the 
property’s systems and strategies 
and support the development of 
Shangri-La Barr Al Jissah and 

Shangri-La Al Husn.”  
Deepak’s detail-oriented exper-

tise will be instrumental in fi ne-
tuning the fi nancial management
strategy of the complex, which
boasts 640 rooms and suites. 

Nick Flynn, the resort’s Hotel
Manager concluded, “Deepak will
be a fundamental executive mem-
ber, strengthening the resort’s
fi nancial planning and analysis
capacities and ensuring compli-
ance across the board. Hence
facilitating revenue growth and
signifi cant improvements to costs
and effi  ciency, resulting in an en-
hanced fi nancial performance
that aligns with the complex’ stra-
tegic business plan.”

A P P O I N T M E N T

Al Mouj Muscat wins Offi  ce Development of 

the Year at Oman at Real Estate Asia Awards

MUSCAT: Reaffi  rming its posi-
tion as leading developer of the
year, Al Mouj Muscat (AMM) has
secured a victory at the Real Es-
tate Asia Awards 2024, earning 
the title of Offi  ce Development
of the Year – Oman for its Busi-
ness Park. Competing against a 
number of developers, this marks
AMM’s third consecutive win at
the awards. This accolade high-
lights the excellence and innova-
tive design of the Business Park,
strengthening AMM’s reputation
in the real estate sector.

Nasser Al Sheibani, CEO of 
Al Mouj Muscat, said, “We are
proud to win at the Real Estate
Asia Awards for the third year,
with our fi rst-time recognition
in the business development cat-
egory. This award is a testament
to our commitment to excel-
lence and innovation in the real
estate sector. We are dedicated 
to creating spaces that enable lo-
cal businesses to grow and thrive

within our expanding economy.
Our Business Park reimagines the
possibilities of modern business,
off ering a hi-tech working envi-
ronment that supports both well-
being and productivity.” 

The state-of-the-art Business
Park is celebrated for its eight stan-
dalone buildings set across two dis-
tricts – three in Business Park East
and fi ve in Business Park West,

combining G+2 and G+3 structures 
that integrate seamlessly with nat-
ural landscapes. Built to exacting 
grade A standards, the buildings are 
separate yet seamlessly connected 
by beautiful landscaped gardens 
and outdoor spaces, designed for 
business networking. The complex 
off ers 39,000 square meters of of-
fi ce space, with fl exible fl oor plans 
and access to basement car parks 

with between 115 and 148 spaces 
per offi  ce block. 

Recognized as one of the most 
prestigious awards in the region, 
the Real Estate Asia Awards cel-
ebrate excellence in the Asian real 
estate sector. Each year, an inde-
pendent panel of industry experts 
evaluates entries based on design, 
quality, service, innovation, origi-
nality, and commitment to sus-
tainability. Now in its fourth year, 
the awards continue to highlight 
outstanding projects and compa-
nies that are setting new bench-
marks and making signifi cant con-
tributions to their communities.

T H I R D  C O N S E C U T I V E  W I N

The award underscores Al 

Mouj Muscat’s innovative

design and excellence in 

office developments Morocco commences
construction work on largest 
seawater desalination plant
on African continent

RABAT: Morocco announced
the start of construction work
on a seawater desalination plant
in the west of the country, the
largest of its kind on the African
continent, with an annual pro-
duction capacity of 300 million
cubic meters.

The Maghreb Arab Press
(MAP) said that the Casablanca 
seawater desalination plant pro-

ject will be completed in two 
phases. Upon its completion, the 
plant will serve about 7.5 million 
people.

The plant will be built on a 
50-hectare site for 6.5 billion dir-
hams (Moroccan currency) and
will supply the cities of Casablan-
ca, Settat, Berrechid, Bir Jdid,
and the surrounding regions with
drinking water. -ONA

C A S A B L A N C A  S E A W A T E R  D E S A L I N A T I O N  P L A N T
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MSX index 
ends lower

MUSCAT: The MSX index 
closed at 4,696.21 points, down 
by 0.28 per cent from previous 
close. The Sharia Index ended 
down by 0.17 per cent at 459.04 
points. Al Anwar Ceramics, up 
9.71 per cent, was the top gainer 
while Barka Desalination, down 
4.76 per cent, was the top loser. 
Shares of Bank Muscat were the 
most active in terms of number of 
shares traded as well as in terms 
of turnover.

A total number of 1122 trades 
were executed during the day’s 
trading session, generating turn-
over of OMR4.01 million, with 
more than 19.9 million shares 
changing hands. Out of 54 trad-
ed securities, 18 advanced, 19 
declined, and 17 remained un-
changed. At the session close, 
domestic investors were net 
buyers for OMR1749,000 while 
GCC & Arab investors were net 
sellers for OMR1518,000, fol-
lowed by foreign investors for 
OMR231,000 worth of shares.

Financial Index closed at 
7,768.35 points, down 0.57 per 
cent. Prices of Al Sharqia In-
vestment, Al Anwar Investment, 
Sohar International Bank were 
up by 3.85 per cent, 1.14 per cent, 
0.73 per cent respectively. Prices 

of Bank Nizwa, National Bank 
Oman, Oman Arab Bank, Al Ma-
dina Takaful, Ominvest were 
down by 2.75 per cent, 2.30 per 
cent, 1.29 per cent, 1.27 per cent, 
0.26 per cent respectively.

Industrial Index closed at 
6,050.58 points, up 1.54 per cent. 
Prices of Al Anwar Ceramics, 
Al Maha Ceramics, Construc-
tion Materials, Raysut Cement, 
A’Saff a Foods were up by 9.71 per 
cent, 9.52 per cent, 7.14 per cent, 
2.99 per cent, 1.75 per cent respec-
tively. Prices of Gulf International 
Chemicals, Muscat Thread Mill, 
Gulf Mushroom Products were 
down by 2.22 per cent, 0.99 per 
cent, 0.89 per cent respectively.

Services Index was up by 
0.27 per cent before closing at 
1,778.25 points. Prices of Na-
tional Gas, Al Maha Marketing, 
Muscat Gases, Phoenix Power, 
Dhofar Generating were up 
by 9.09 per cent, 5.39 per cent, 
3.70 per cent, 1.75 per cent, 1.37 
per cent respectively. Prices of 
Barka Desalination, Musandam 
Power, Shell Oman Market-
ing, Renaissance Services, Al 
Jazeera Services were down by 
4.76 per cent, 3.70 per cent, 2.47 
per cent, 2.11 per cent, 2.00 per 
cent respectively. — United Securities

Al Anwar Ceramics, up 9.71 per cent, was the 

top gainer while Barka Desalination, down

4.76 per cent, was the top loser

MUSCAT
STOCK
EXCHANGE

SHARE PRICE BULLETIN FOR TUESDAY, JUNE 11

REGULAR MARKET .....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
OM0000002168............  AL ANWAR  CERAMIC ............................................................... 2,065,950............ 392,573.........108 ............... 0.180 ........0.192...........0.180 ........... 0.192 ............0.175 ............0.017 ............ 9.714.............0.192 ..............0.192 ............0.192 ............. 0.100 ......42,240,000
OM0000002440...........  AL SHARQIYA INVESTMENT HO. ........................................ 1,195,345...............96,243 ...........67 ............... 0.082 ........0.082 ......... 0.079 ........... 0.081 ............0.078 ........... 0.003 ............3.846 ............0.081 ..............0.081 ............0.081 ............. 0.100 .........7,290,000
OM0000002804 ...........  ASAFFA FOODS ....................................................................................21,650................. 8,249 ............. 4 ............... 0.390 ........0.407 ......... 0.372 ........... 0.407 ............0.400 .......... 0.007 ............ 1.750.............0.407 ..............0.372 ............0.407............. 0.100 ......48,840,000
OM0000004933 ...........  AL SUWADI POWER .......................................................................R 140,408................10,531........... 14 ............... 0.075 ........0.075...........0.075 ........... 0.075 ............0.074 ........... 0.001 ............ 1.351.............0.075..............0.073 ............0.075 ............. 0.100 .......53,580,476
OM0000001152 ............  OMAN NATIONAL ENGINEERING & INVESTMENT ......... 9,879..................1,142............. 4 ................0.115......... 0.116 ...........0.115 ........... 0.116 ............. 0.115 ........... 0.001 ............0.870 ............0.116 .............. 0.116............0.126 ............. 0.100 .......17,400,000
OM0000003398 ...........  SOHAR INTERNATIONAL BANK .............................................728,987.............100,379 ...........32 ............... 0.137 ........0.138 ...........0.137 ........... 0.138 ............0.137 ........... 0.001 ............ 0.730 ............0.138 ..............0.128............0.138 ............. 0.100 .....769,659,985
OM0000001681 ............  OMAN  EMIRATES HO......................................................................27,102................. 2,250 ............. 3 ............... 0.083 ........0.084 ......... 0.083...........0.084 ............0.084........... 0.000 ............0.000 ........... 0.084 ..............0.083 ............0.084 ............ 0.100 ....... 10,237,500
OM0000002796 ...........  BANK MUSCAT ............................................................................. 6,980,336......... 1,752,207 ...........86 ............... 0.251 ........0.252 ..........0.251 ........... 0.251 ............0.251........... 0.000 ............0.000 ............0.251 ..............0.251............0.251 ............. 0.100 . 1,884,105,663
OM0000003125............  GLOBAL FINANCIAL INVESTMENT HO. .............................138,013..................9,661 ............. 8 ............... 0.070 ........0.070 ......... 0.070 ........... 0.070 ............0.070........... 0.000 ............0.000 ............0.070 ..............0.069............0.070............. 0.100 ...... 14,000,000
OM0000004925 ...........  ALBATINAH POWER.........................................................................R 52,214..................3,759 ............. 8 ............... 0.072 ........0.072.......... 0.072 ........... 0.072 ............0.072 ........... 0.000............0.000 ............0.072..............0.072 ............0.079............. 0.100 .......48,591,895
OM0000003026 ...........  OMAN TELECOM............................................................................. 190,998............. 198,764...........54 ............... 1.047 ........1.047 ...........1.037 ........... 1.040 ............1.041...........-0.001 .......... -0.096............1.040 ..............1.040 ............ 1.041 ............. 0.100 ....780,000,000
OM0000001533 ............  OMINVEST ...............................................................................................4,360..................1,652............. 3 ............... 0.379 ........0.379.......... 0.379 ........... 0.379 ............0.380...........-0.001 .......... -0.263 ...........0.379.............. 0.371 ............0.379............. 0.100 .... 253,310,496
OM0000003968 ...........  OOREDOO...............................................................................................79,763...............23,448........... 55 ............... 0.294 ........0.295 ......... 0.293 ...........0.294 ............0.295...........-0.001 .......... -0.339........... 0.293..............0.293 ............0.294 ............ 0.100 ..... 191,377,604
OM0000008934 ...........  ABRAJ ENERGY SERVICES .....................................................1,120,806.............327,607...........72 ............... 0.293 ........0.295 ......... 0.292...........0.292 ............0.293...........-0.001 .......... -0.341 ........... 0.292 ............. 0.292 ............0.292 ............ 0.100 ....224,898,400
OM0000009072 ...........  OQ GAS NETWORKS ......................................................................968,363............. 136,796.........201 ............... 0.141.........0.142 ...........0.141 ........... 0.141.............0.142...........-0.001 .......... -0.704............0.141 .............. 0.141............0.145 ............. 0.100 ..... 610,617,973
OM0000004768 ...........  MADINA TAKAFUL ..........................................................................164,155............... 12,805 ........... 15 ............... 0.079 ........0.079.......... 0.078 ........... 0.078 ............0.079 ...........-0.001 .......... -1.266 ............0.078..............0.077............0.078............. 0.100 .......13,650,000
OM0000003224 ...........  RENAISSANCE SERVICES ...............................................................6,824................. 2,533 ........... 16 ............... 0.374 ........0.374...........0.371 ........... 0.371 ............0.379.......... -0.008 ...........-2.111 ............0.371.............. 0.371............0.380 ............ 0.100 ........87,708,110
OM0000001483 ............  NATIONAL BANK OMAN ............................................................... 28,100..................7,278 ........... 16 ...............0.260 ........0.260 ......... 0.255........... 0.255 ............0.261.......... -0.006 ..........-2.299 ...........0.255 ..............0.255 ............0.260 ............ 0.100 ..... 414,616,321
OM0000002275 ...........  SHELL OMAN MARKETING............................................................... 100....................... 79 ..............1 ............... 0.790 ........0.790...........0.790........... 0.790 ............0.810.......... -0.020 .......... -2.469............0.790 ..............0.790............0.875 ............. 0.100 ...... 75,050,000
OM0000007811 ............  MUSANDAM POWER .......................................................................R 21,262..................5,574 ............. 8 ............... 0.266 ........0.266 ......... 0.260 ...........0.260 ............0.270...........-0.010 .......... -3.704........... 0.260..............0.255............0.260 ............ 0.100 .......18,301,400
Total ..................................20 ...........................................................................................................  13,944,615 ....... 3,093,530 .........775 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

ISIN.......................................................SECURITY NAME ..........................................................................................................................VOLUME...................... TURNOVER ........... TRADES..............OPEN PRICE...........HIGH ...................LOW................ CLOSE PR............PREV. CLOSE...........DIFF (RO) .................DIFF %..................LAST PR .................LAST BID.......... LAST OFFER...............PAR VALUE............. MARKET CAP

O M A N  S T O C K S

INDICES
Index  High Low Value Prev . Value Diff  Diff  %
Industry Index  6,050.58 5,974.28 6,050.58 5,958.77 91.81 1.54
Services Index  1,784.38 1,774.05 1,778.25 1,773.42 4.83 0.27
FINANCIAL TR IDX  8,933.38 8,803.94 8,806.11 8,856.82 -50.71 -0.57
SERVICES TR IDX  2,069.34 2,057.36 2,062.23 2,056.64 5.60 0.27
FIXED INCOME INDEX 1,069.10 1,069.10 1,069.10 1,069.10 0.00 0.00
MSX Shariah Index  462.16 458.99 459.04 459.80 -0.77 -0.17
MSX TR INDEX  6,608.63 6,521.06 6,521.06 6,539.38 -18.33 -0.28
FINANCIAL INDEX  7,880.62 7,766.44 7,768.35 7,813.08 -44.74 -0.57
INDUSTRIAL TR IDX  6,980.93 6,892.90 6,980.93 6,875.00 105.93 1.54
MSX 30 INDEX  4,759.28 4,696.21 4,696.21 4,709.41 -13.20 -0.28
Trading Summary
Volume ................ Turnover ..........Trades .............. Market Cap............. Up............Down ............. Equal .........Sec. Traded
19,907,817 ..................4,008,480 ..................1,122 .............. 24,296,175,260 ................ 18 ......................19 .................... 17 .........................54

OM0000005005 ...........  ALMAHA CERAMICS ...................................................................... 398,013...............71,714.......... 65 ................ 0.172 ........0.184...........0.172 ........... 0.184 ............0.168 ........... 0.016 .............9.524 ............0.184.............0.184............0.184.............. 0.100 ......10,120,000
OM0000001160 ............  NATIONAL GAS ..............................................................................1,044,588..............99,988 ..........70 ................ 0.096 ........0.096 ......... 0.090 ........... 0.096 ............0.088........... 0.008 ............. 9.091 .............0.096 .............0.096 ............0.096.............. 0.100 ........ 8,160,000
OM0000001368 ............  CONSTRUCTION MATERIAL INDUSTRIES ...........................11,000....................493 ............ 3 ................ 0.043 ........0.045 ......... 0.043 ........... 0.045 ............0.042........... 0.003............. 7.143 ............ 0.045 ............ 0.040 ............0.045.............. 0.100 ........2,812,500
OM0000003000 ...........  Al MAHA PETROLEUM PRODUCTS MARKETING.......................G 150.....................161.............1 ................ 1.075 ........ 1.075 ...........1.075 ........... 1.075.............1.020 ........... 0.055 .............5.392 ............1.075 ............ 0.000............1.075 .............. 0.100 ......74,175,000
OM0000001178 ............  MUSCAT GASES ..................................................................................... 1,495....................210 ............ 3 ................ 0.140 ........0.143 ...........0.140 ........... 0.140 ............0.135 ........... 0.005.............3.704.............0.140.............0.134............0.140.............. 0.100 ....... 4,200,000
OM0000003521 ............  GALFAR ENGINEERING & CONTRACTING.................... 3,340,599............573,082 .......... 75 .................0.171......... 0.174 ...........0.171 ........... 0.174 ............ 0.171 ........... 0.003............. 1.754.............0.174 ............. 0.174 ............0.174 .............. 0.100 ...... 35,319,642
OM0000005963 ...........  PHOENIX POWER............................................................................... 56,900................ 3,300............ 6 ................ 0.058 ........0.058.......... 0.058........... 0.058 ............0.057 ........... 0.001 ............. 1.754.............0.058 .............0.058 ............0.058.............. 0.100 ..... 84,830,885
OM0000007407 ...........  DHOFAR GENERATING ......................................................................6,050....................445............ 2 ................ 0.071 ........0.074...........0.071 ........... 0.074 ............0.073 ........... 0.001 ............. 1.370.............0.074.............0.071 ............0.074.............. 0.100 ...... 16,445,760
OM0000001772............  ALANWAR INVESTMENT ............................................................ 115,000.............. 10,235.............5 ................ 0.089 ........0.089 ......... 0.089........... 0.089 ............0.088........... 0.001 ............. 1.136 ............ 0.089 ............ 0.080 ............0.089.............. 0.100 ......18,334,000
OM0000001889 ............  SALALAH MILLS ....................................................................................... 637....................306 ............ 2 ................ 0.480 ........0.483.......... 0.480 ........... 0.483 ............0.480........... 0.003 .............0.625 ............0.483 ............ 0.000 ............0.000 ............. 0.100 ......24,132,160
OM0000001426 ............  OMAN REFRESHMENT ................................................................... 10,000.............. 12,150 ............ 6 .................1.215......... 1.215 ...........1.215 ........... 1.215 ............. 1.215........... 0.000 .............0.000 ............1.215 .............1.200............ 1.215 .............. 0.100 ......60,750,000
OM0000001590............  MUSCAT FINANCE ............................................................................. 19,891....................935 ............ 2 ................ 0.047 ........0.047 ......... 0.047 ........... 0.047 ............0.047........... 0.000 .............0.000 ........... 0.047 .............0.047 ............0.051.............. 0.100 ...... 14,435,877
OM0000001962 ............  AL MADINA INVESTMENT HOLDING.....................................40,400.................2,312 ............ 8 ................ 0.058 ........0.058.......... 0.057 ........... 0.057 ............0.057 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ............0.057 .............0.057 ............0.062.............. 0.100 ........4,845,000
OM0000002200...........  AHLI BANK ......................................................................................... 292,242..............43,836............ 4 ................ 0.150 ........0.150 ...........0.150 ........... 0.150 ............0.150 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ............0.150 .............0.150............0.165.............. 0.100 ...352,448,620
OM0000002549 ...........  BANK DHOFAR.....................................................................................R 45,000................. 7,125 ............ 3 ................ 0.165 ........ 0.165 ...........0.153 ........... 0.153 ............0.153 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ............0.153 ............. 0.153............0.165.............. 0.100 ....458,441,770
OM0000003661............  VOLTAMP ENERGY............................................................................ 53,000...............16,727 ............ 6 ................ 0.319 ........0.319 ...........0.315 ........... 0.315 ............0.315 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ............0.315 .............0.310............0.315.............. 0.100 ......25,641,866
OM0000007084 ...........  MUSCAT CITY DESALINATION ........................................................200.......................15 .............1 ................ 0.074 ........0.074.......... 0.074 ........... 0.074 ............0.074 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ............0.074 .............0.074 ............0.078.............. 0.100 .......11,510,730
OM0000002267 ...........  GULF MUSHROOM PRODUCTS ..................................................... 1,583.................... 351 .............1 ................0.222 ........0.222 ......... 0.222 ...........0.222 ............0.224.......... -0.002 ........... -0.893........... 0.222 ............ 0.222............0.225.............. 0.100 ...... 10,160,007
OM0000002036 ...........  MUSCAT THREAD MILLS.................................................................. 8,312.................... 831 ............ 4 ................ 0.100 ........0.100.......... 0.100 ........... 0.100 ............0.101 ...........-0.001 ...........-0.990 ...........0.100 .............0.093............0.109 .............. 0.100 ......... 1,639,411
OM0000005260 ...........  OMAN ARAB BANK .............................................................................33,108..................5,111 .............7 ................ 0.155 ........ 0.155 ...........0.153 ........... 0.153 ............0.155 .......... -0.002 ........... -1.290............0.153 ............. 0.153............0.153 .............. 0.100 ....255,419,730
OM0000008868 ...........  THE PEARL REIF .................................................................................10,134.................1,203 ............ 4 ................ 0.119......... 0.119 ...........0.118 ........... 0.118 .............0.120 .......... -0.002 ........... -1.667............0.118 ............. 0.117 ............0.125.............. 0.100 ...... 59,956,218
OM0000002226 ...........  ALJAZEERA SERVICES ......................................................................4,150................. 1,016............ 3 ................ 0.241 ........0.245 ..........0.241........... 0.245 ............0.250.......... -0.005 ...........-2.000 .......... 0.245 .............0.241 ............0.250 ............. 0.100 ......14,995,047
OM0000002028 ...........  GULF INTERNATIONAL CHEMICALS........................................... 769...................... 68.............1 ................ 0.088 ........0.088 ......... 0.088........... 0.088 ............0.090.......... -0.002 ...........-2.222 .......... 0.088 .............0.081 ............0.088.............. 0.100 ........1,848,000
OM0000004420 ...........  BANK NIZWA .........................................................................................A 53,796.................5,702.......... 14 ................ 0.106 ........0.106 ...........0.106 ........... 0.106 ............0.109 .......... -0.003 ........... -2.752 ............0.106 .............0.106 ............0.107.............. 0.100 .....237,117,021
OM0000007910 ............  AMAN REAL ESTATE........................................................................ 35,450.................3,217 ............ 8 ................ 0.091 ........0.091 .......... 0.090 ...........0.090 ............0.093 .......... -0.003 ........... -3.226........... 0.090 .............0.091 ............0.091 .............. 0.100 ..... 18,000,000
OM0000008710 ............  BARKA DESALINATION ........................................................................200...................... 24.............1 ................ 0.120 ........0.120...........0.120 ........... 0.120 ............0.126 .......... -0.006 ........... -4.762............0.120.............0.120............0.000 ............. 0.100 ........9,062,640
Total ..................................26 .............................................................................................................5,582,667........... 860,559 ....... 305 ..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Parallel Market .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................

‘ECB mustn’t rush nor dally after decisive cut’

PARIS: The European Central 
Bank should neither rush nor pro-
crastinate over future interest-
rate cuts after a “decisive orienta-
tion” to start loosening last week, 
Bank of France Governor Francois 
Villeroy de Galhau has said.

With uncertainty over reigning 
over the ECB’s next steps after its 
widely expected reduction to bor-

rowing costs last week, the French
central banker’s tone diff ers slight-
ly from the chorus of colleagues
who have since called for caution 
before moving again, Bloomberg 
reported on Tuesday.

“As regards our next rate cuts, 
I plead for a “pragmatic gradual-
ism”, both on the timing, without 
haste nor procrastination,” Vil-

leroy said in a speech at the Paris
Finance Forum on Tuesday.

Part of the challenge for the ECB 
is that its reduction in borrowing 
costs jarred both with its higher 
projections for infl ation and with 
a backdrop of stronger-than-ex-
pected wage growth and consumer 
prices.

The European Central Bank’s 

President, Christine Lagarde, said 
the move was justifi ed, but she 
added in an interview released on 
Monday that the decision does 
not mean rates are now on a linear 
declining path. In a similar vein, 
Lithuanian central bank chief Ge-
diminas Simkus said on Tuesday 
that “it is too early to raise a victory 
fl ag” on infl ation.-WAM

E U R O P E A N  C E N T R A L  B A N K

Mushrooming industries in SW China 

help disposal of end-of-life vehicles

CHONGQING: Chuangxin Ave-
nue of Tongnan District, southwest 
China’s Chongqing Municipality, 
is both the end and a new starting 
point for end-of-life vehicles.

Waste cars from all over the 
country are sent here. They un-
dergo a series of processes includ-
ing inspection, cleaning, disas-
sembly, re-manufacturing, and so 
forth. Vehicle parts are then sent 
back to the market, batteries are 
put into echelon use, and metal 
accessories are smelted.

“In the past, people often 
treated the end-of-life vehicles as 
waste steel each worth less than 
3,000 yuan (about $422),” said 
Zhou Bo, chairman of Chongqing 
Hongxi Automobile Technology 
Co., Ltd., one of the vehicle recy-
cling companies situated at the 
avenue. “Re-manufacturing can 
increase their value by more than 
three times.”

Data from the Ministry of Pub-
lic Security show that the number 
of motor vehicles in China hit 435 
million in 2023. As estimated by 
Cui Dongshu, secretary general of 
China Passenger Car Association, 
about 7.56 million vehicles were 
scraped in 2023, up 32 percent 
from the prior year.

In this context, there is a big 
market for the disposal of scraped 
vehicles, according to Cui.

Last year alone, Hongxi re-
cycled about 120,000 vehicles. 
When thinking of a large number 
of end-of-life vehicles pooled in a 
factory, one may expect the com-
pany to be a very chaotic, dirty, 
and messy place.

However, the factory owned by 
Hongxi prides itself on moderni-
zation and digitalization. The car 
bodies and parts are classifi ed 
and all affi  liated with a QR code. 
Scanning the code off ers informa-
tion such as where a part is from 
and where it is going.

Vehicle accessories that are in 
good condition such as steering 
wheels, ABS pumps, instrument 
panels, to name a few, will be put 
on Car Nest. Car Nest is an online 
platform set up by Hongxi, where 
users can sell scraped cars and 
buy vehicle accessories.

“Car Nest changed the way we 

trade end-of-life vehicles and ac-
cessories by creating transparen-
cy in pricing and facilitating the 
connection between the company 
and vehicle owners,” said Zhou.

Other parts and materials will 
be re-manufactured into second-
ary aluminum, rubber products, 
and reprocessed plastics.

New energy vehicles (NEVs) 
have witnessed explosive growth 
in recent years. China had 20.41 
million NEVs by the end of 2023, 
as data from the Ministry of Pub-
lic Security shows. In general, 
after fi ve to eight years, the maxi-
mum capacity of NEV batteries 
will drop to less than 80 percent, 
which means they have to “retire.” 
Therefore, an upsurge of retired 
NEV batteries is on the horizon.

Against his backdrop, Hongxi 
also re-purposes spent NEV bat-
teries for echelon use and trans-
forms them into healthy ones that 
can be used in electric motorcy-
cles, streetlamps, and family-use 
electric generators.

“Our company plans to invest 
2.1 billion yuan to build a new 
energy recycling technology in-
dustrial park, eyeing disassem-
bly of NEVs, re-manufacturing 

of accessories and echelon use of 
batteries, with an annual produc-
tion value of 5 billion yuan,” said 
Xu Yongming, chief engineer of 
Chongqing Beisiyuan New En-
ergy Co., Ltd.

Chongqing Lengjing Technology 
Co., Ltd., which went into trial oper-
ation in January this year, focuses 
more on the recovery of raw mate-
rials used in batteries to alleviate 
the shortage of battery materials.

“At present, the company has 
built a production line for hydro-
metallurgical recovery of lithium 
carbonate from spent ferrous 
lithium phosphate batteries,” 
said Liu Hao, general manager of 
Chongqing Lengjing Technology 
Co., Ltd. “The project is both prof-
itable and eco-friendly,” he added.

“The ‘old vehicle’ market is 
breeding new and diverse indus-
tries,” said Wen Tianping, Party 
secretary of Tongnan District, 
adding that Tongnan will further 
prolong the industrial chain of 
end-of-life vehicle industries.

China aims to double the 2023 
number of recycling scraped ve-
hicles in 2027, according to an 
action plan published by the State 
Council in March. -Xinhua

N E W  S T A R T I N G  P O I N T



B5W E D N E S DAY,  J U N E  1 2 ,  2 0 2 4

A
frican elephants call each other and respond 
to individual names — something that few 
wild animals do, according to new research 
published today.

The names are one part of elephants’ low 
rumbles that they can hear over long dis-
tances across the savanna. Scientists believe
that animals with complex social structures 

and family groups that separate and then reunite often 
may be more likely to use individual names.

“If you’re looking after a large family, you’ve got to 
be able to say, ‘Hey, Virginia, get over here!’” said Duke 
University ecologist Stuart Pimm, who was not in-
volved in the study.

It’s extremely rare for wild animals to call each other 
by unique names. Humans have names, of course, and 
our dogs come when their names are called. Baby dol-
phins invent their own names, called signature whis-
tles, and parrots may also use names.

Each of these naming species also possesses the 
ability to learn to pronounce unique new sounds 
throughout their lives — a rare talent that elephants 
also possess.

For the study in Nature Ecology and Evolution, bi-
ologists used machine learning to detect the use of 
names in a sound library of savanna elephant vocalisa-
tions recorded at Kenya’s Samburu National Reserve 
and Amboseli National Park.

The researchers followed the elephants in jeeps to 
observe who called out and who appeared to respond 
— for example, if a mother called to a calf, or a matri-
arch called to a straggler who later rejoined the family 
group.

Analysing only the audio data, the computer model 
predicted which elephant was being addressed 28% of 

the time, 
likely due
to the in-
clusion of its 
name. When 
fed meaningless 
data, the model 
only accurately la-
belled 8% of calls.

“Just like humans, el-
ephants use names, but 
probably don’t use names in
the majority of utterances, so we 
wouldn’t expect 100%,” said study 
author and Cornell University biologist 
Mickey Pardo.

Elephant rumbles include sounds that are
below the range of human hearing. The scientissts
still don’t know which part of the vocalizationn is the 
name.

Researchers tested their results by playing record-
ings to individual elephants, who respondeed more 
energetically, ears fl apping and trunk liftedd, to re-
cordings that contained their names. Sometiimes el-
ephants entirely ignored vocalizations addreessed to 
others.

“Elephants are incredibly social, always talkking and 
touching each other — this naming is probaably one 
of the things that underpins their ability to ccommu-
nicate to individuals,” said co-author and CColorado 
State University ecologist George Wittemyyer, who 
is also a scientifi c adviser for non-profi t Savee the El-
ephants.

“We just cracked open the door a bit to the eelephant 
mind.” - ONA

AFRICAN 
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CALL EACH OTHER 
BY UNIQUE NAMES, 

NEW STUDY 
SHOWS

Scientists believe thhat 

animals with compleex

social structures andd family

groups that separatee and 

then reunite often mmay 

be more likely to usee

individual names.
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Markram’s gamble on Maharaj pays 
off as SA seal win over Bangladesh

NEW YORK : In the battle of 
unbeaten sides, South Africa pre-
vailed over Bangladesh in a fi nal
ball thriller at the Nassau County 
International Cricket Stadium on
Monday (local time) and took a 
step closer to qualifying for the Su-
per 8 stage.

It was a game that was decided
by a gamble played by South Af-
rica skipper Aiden Markram in
the fi nal over. On a surface that has
favoured pacers throughout the
tournament, Markram handed the
ball to spinner Kehsav Maharaj to
defend 11 runs.

Markram’s gamble paid off  as
the experienced spinner removed
Jaker Ali and Mahmudullah to

successfully defend the lowest
total in the history of the compe-
tition and seal a 4-run win. Both
batters tried to clear the boundary 
and on both occasions, Markram
was present to complete the catch
before the ball crossed the rope.

In a low-scoring chase of 114,
Bangladesh got off  to a slow start

as they attempted with a diff erent 
opening duo Tanzid Hasan and 
captain Najmul Hossain Shanto.

Bangladesh lost both openers to 
Anrich Nortje and Kagiso Rabada 
in 6.1 overs with only 29 runs on 
the board. Litton Das and Shakib 
Al Hasan fell cheaply but Towhid 
Hridoy and Mahmudullah forged 

a 44-run stand to take Bangladesh 
towards victory.

Rabada raised hopes of a come-
back by removing in-form Hridoy. 
The momentum shifted in favour 
of South Africa and Maharaj stood 
up in the clutch moment to seal a 
four-run win for the Proteas.

Earlier in the innings, a fi ery 

three-wicket haul from Tanzim 
Hasan Sakib and two scalps by 
Taskin Ahmed helped the Tigers 
restrict Proteas to 113 while keep-
ing things tight in the death overs.

South Africa won the toss and 
opted to bat fi rst against Bangladesh 
at the Nassau County International 
Cricket Stadium in New York.

Nevertheless, even after Quin-
ton de Kock scored 10 runs off  of 
the fi rst three balls of the game, the 
Tigers had the best of the fi rst few 
overs. Tanzim Sakib and Taskin 
Ahmed rocked the Proteas top-or-
der on a better surface in New York

Most of the damage was done in 
the powerplay by Tanzim Hazan 
Sakib, who took out Reeza Hen-
dricks (0 off  1), De Kock (18 off  11), 
and Tristan Stubbs (0 off  5). Taskin 
Ahmed also contributed, cleaning 
up captain Aiden Markram for 4.

After the burst of early wickets, 
South Africa was down 25/4 after 
the fi rst six overs, but Heinrich 
Klassen and David Miller handled 
the charge, eyeing another rescue 
job. Miller and Klaasen stitched 
up the 79-run stand, clawing their 
way back into the match in New 
York. David Miller rescued the in-
nings once again, this time forging 
a partnership with Klaasen. The 
duo batted slowly on what was 
a two-paced wicket with some 
spongy bounce.

Klaasen took the odd chance 
against spin but this time pacer 
Ahmed came back to strike, re-
moving 46. Bangladesh kept things 
tight in the death to keep the target 
to just 114. 
Brief score: South Africa 113/6
(Heinrich Klassen 46, David Mill-
er 29; Tanzim Hasan Sakib 3-18) 
vs Bangladesh 109/7 (Towhid Hri-
doy 37; Keshav Maharaj 3-27, An-
rich Nortje 2-17). -ANI

On a surface that 

has favoured

pacers throughout 

the tournament,

Markram handed 

the ball to spinner 

Kehsav Maharaj to 

defend 11 runs

This is the match we should 

have won, Bangladesh captain 

after defeat against S. Africa

NEW YORK: Bangladesh cap-
tain Najmul Hossain Shanto said 
his side was confi dent of win-
ning the match against South Af-
rica as batter Jaker Ali was at the 
crease however things did not go 
as planned for the Tigers in the 
last over of the match when they 
needed 11 runs off  6 balls.

In the battle of unbeaten sides, 
South Africa prevailed over Bang-
ladesh in a fi nal ball thriller in 
the T20 World Cup at the Nas-
sau County International Cricket 
Stadium on Monday (local time) 
and took a step closer to qualify-
ing for the Super 8 stage.

Shanto feels that his side 
should have won the match but 
said South Africa bowled well in 
the last couple of overs.

“Everyone was nervous but 
were confi dent when Jaker was 
there. It didn’t happen but that’s 
okay. Tanzid really worked hard 
last couple of games, we needed 
new-ball wickets and he showed 
his character. This is the match 
we should have won, we nearly 
did but in the last couple of overs 
they bowled well,” Shanto said in 
a post-match presentation.

The Bangladesh captain men-
tioned they are lucky to have him 
“very good” player Rishad Hos-
sain and said the bowler work 
hard, showing his skills.

“This is the match we should 
have won, last couple of overs 
they bowled really well. It can 
happen in cricket. (Rishad) He is 
very good, the way we bowled last 
couple of series, he practised very 
hard. We’ve struggled with leg-
spinners over the last 10-15 years 

so we’re lucky we got one. Hope-
fully, he can continue. Thanks 
to all the supporters, hopefully, 
they’ll come to the West Indies as 
well,” he added.

Coming to the match, it was 
a game that was decided by a 
gamble played by South Africa 
skipper Aiden Markram in the 
fi nal over. On a surface that has 
favoured pacers throughout the 
tournament, Markram handed 

the ball to spinner Kehsav Maha-
raj to defend 11 runs.

Markram’s gamble paid off  as 
the spinner removed Jaker Ali 
and Mahmudullah to successfully 
defend the lowest total in the his-
tory of the competition and seal 
a 4-run win. Both batters tried to 
clear the boundary and on both 
occasions, Markram was present 
to complete the catch before the 
ball crossed the rope. -ANI

B A T T L E  O F  U N B E A T E N  S I D E S

Sinner dethrones 
Djokovic to bag 
World No 1. rank
LONDON: Jannik Sinner on 
Monday climbed to World No 1 in 
the ATP Rankings, becoming the 
fi rst Italian to achieve the feat.

With this historic feat, the 
22-year-old became just the 29th 
player since the rankings’ incep-
tion in 1973 to climb to World No 1.

The Italian also dethroned the 
24-time Grand Slam champion 
Novak Djokovic for World No 1 
ranking with 9,525 points, mean-
while, the Serbian dropped to two 
spots to third position (8,360) 
after he withdrew before his 
quarter-fi nal clash in Paris due to 
injury.

Sinner will need to adjust 
swiftly to his newfound status 
as World No 1. Three of Sinner’s 
closest challengers in the PIF 
ATP Rankings -- Djokovic, Car-
los Alcaraz, and Daniil Medvedev 
-- have all previously held the top 
spot in men’s tennis, and Sinner 
will know he must push for more 

success if he is to hold them at
bay for long.

The 21-year-old Carlos Al-
caraz moved one place up to sec-
ond after his French Open 2024
triumph. Alcaraz became the
second-youngest clay-court ma-
jor champion since 2000, at the
age of 21.

Following his victories on hard
courts at the 2022 US Open and
on the grass at the 2023 Wim-
bledon, 21-year-old Alcaraz be-
came the youngest player to win
a Grand Slam championship on
three separate surfaces with his
four-hour, 19-minute victory on
the Paris clay.

The Australian Alex de Min-
aur has returned to the top ten
after reaching his second major
quarterfi nal in Paris. De Minaur,
who got to the fi nal eight at the
US Open in 2020, defeated Daniil
Medvedev in Paris for his second
Top 5 win this season. -ANI

A T P  R A N K I N G S

Netherlands
midfi elder
ruled out of 
Euro 2024

AMSTERDAM: The Nether-
lands have suff ered another set-
back ahead of the Euro 2024 and 
will travel to Germany without 
midfi elder Teun Koopmeiners 
from Europa League champions 
Atalanta.

“The midfi elder won’t be able to 
participate after he injured him-
self during the warm-up of the 
match against Iceland yesterday,” 
the national team said today.

Koopmeiners played a strong 
season with Atalanta and was a 
regular player under Netherlands 
coach Ronald Koeman.

On Monday, the Netherlands 
had already announced that mid-
fi elder Frenkie de Jong was ruled 
out of tournament due to injury.

Barcelona’s de Jong suff ered an 
ankle injury in the derby against 
Real Madrid last April and had to 
be carried off  the pitch. Since then, 
the 27-year-old has been in rehab, 
fi ghting for a place at the Euro 
2024.

In response to the absence of 
the two players, Koeman called up 
Borussia Dortmund’s Ian Maat-
sen. He was part of the pre-Euro 
squad but was dropped from the 
group. The Netherlands start 
the Euro 2024 against Poland on 
Sunday. -ANI

K O O P M E I N E R S

Probably won’t be here if...,” England head coach drops major hint about his future
NEW DELHI [INDIA]: England
head coach Gareth Southgate ad-
mitted that his departure from the
national team is likely if they fail
to win the upcoming Euro 2024 in
Germany.

Southgate assumed the role of 
head coach of the England football
team in 2016. Since his arrival, the
Three Lions have roared in the top
tournaments but have returned
empty-handed.

Southgate’s contract is set to
run down at the end of this year.
With less than fi ve days left before
the commencement of the tourna-
ment, the English manager opened
up about his future with the team.

“If we don’t win [the Euros], I
probably won’t be here anymore.
Then it might be the last chance.

I think about half of the national 
coaches leave after a tournament 
-- that’s the nature of international 
football. I’ve been here for almost 
eight years now and we’ve come 
close,” Southgate told German 
newspaper Bild as quoted from 
ESPN.

In a reign that has lasted for 
more than seven years, England 
managed to reach the Euro 2024 
fi nal, semi-fi nal of World Cup 2018 
and quarter-fi nal of the World Cup 
2022.

The 53-year-old is aware of the 
need to deliver on the big state to 
establish England as a big team 
and for himself as a top coach.

“So I know that you can’t keep 
standing in front of the public and 
saying: ‘Please do a little more,’ 

because at some point people
will lose faith in your message,”
Southgate said.

“If we want to be a big team
and I want to be a top coach, then
you have to deliver in the big mo-
ments,” he added.

Placed in Group C, England will
begin their Euro 2024 campaign
against Serbia at the Veltins-Are-
na in Gelsenkirchen, Germany.

England 26-player Euro 2024
squad:

Goalkeepers: Dean Henderson
(Crystal Palace), Jordan Pick-
ford (Everton), Aaron Ramsdale
(Arsenal)

Defenders: Lewis Dunk (Bright-
on & Hove Albion), Joe Gomez
(Liverpool), Marc Guehi (Crystal
Palace), Ezri Konsa (Aston Villa),

Luke Shaw (Manchester United), 
John Stones (Manchester City), 
Kieran Trippier (Newcastle Unit-
ed), Kyle Walker (Manchester 
City)

Midfi elders: Trent Alexander-
Arnold (Liverpool), Jude Belling-
ham (Real Madrid), Conor Gal-
lagher (Chelsea), Kobbie Mainoo 
(Manchester United), Declan Rice 
(Arsenal), Adam Wharton (Crystal 
Palace)

Forwards: Jarrod Bowen (West 
Ham United), Eberechi Eze (Crys-
tal Palace), Phil Foden (Man-
chester City), Anthony Gordon 
(Newcastle United), Harry Kane 
(Bayern Munich), Cole Palmer 
(Chelsea), Bukayo Saka (Arsenal), 
Ivan Toney (Brentford), Ollie Wat-
kins (Aston Villa). -ONA

U P C O M I N G  E U R O  2 0 2 4
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Bank Muscat celebrates relocation 
of Jaalan Bani Bu Ali branch 

MUSCAT: In enhancement of its 
pioneering role in providing the 
best banking services and facilities 
and developing the branches net-
work distributed across the gov-
ernorates, Bank Muscat, the lead-

ing fi nancial services provider in 
the Sultanate of Oman, celebrated 
recently the offi  cial relocation of 
its branch in Jaalan Bani Bu Ali in 
Sharqiya South Governorate.

The inauguration ceremony was 
held under patronage of Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Humaid Al Ghab-
shi, Wali of Jaalan Bani Bu Ali, in 
presence of Executive Manage-

ment members, offi  cials, and a 
number of customers.   

The relocated branch is charac-
terised by a large space and a mod-
ern design considering the latest 
standards of the banking sector, 
the most important of which are 
security and safety standards and 
the use of modern technologies 
harnessed to serve customers. It 

also off ers a wide range of diverse 
banking services and products to 
meet the growing requirements 
of customers. The services pro-
vided by the branch can be availed 
during weekdays from Sunday to 
Thursday starting from eight in 
the morning until two noon.

On this occasion, Taya Eid Bait 
Sabeea, Deputy General Manager 

– Regional Branches, Bank Muscat,
expressed his pleasure with the of-
fi cial relocation of Jaalan Bani Bu
Ali branch. He clarifi ed: “The new
place is more spacious and is locat-
ed in a vital area inside the wilayat
to meet the growing needs of the
residents through a wide range of 
products and facilities. I urge our
dear customers to visit the rede-

signed branch and benefi t from the 
special services it off ers.”

The Deputy General Manager
– Regional Branches added that
Bank Muscat is keen to continue
developing its branch network as a 
key pillar of its long-term strategy,
aiming to improve the quality of 
services, and provide the best solu-
tions and innovative banking prod-
ucts. He confi rmed: “The Bank will
continue, in the coming period,
to update and develop its existing 
branches, and add new branches
to its network in order to enhance
its leadership in the sector. I would
like to extend thanks and appre-
ciation to our valued customers for
their continued confi dence in the
services the Bank provides.”

As a leading fi nancial services
provider, Bank Muscat has an ex-
tensive network of 183 branches
for retail and corporate custom-
ers and more than 870 devices,
including ATMs, CDMs and om-
nichannel devices distributed in
all governorates. The Bank is keen
on developing products, off ering 
exclusive off ers and benefi ts that
provide added value to customers,
including personal fi nance, auto fi -
nance, housing fi nance, and credit
and debit card services. In addi-
tion, the Bank strives to provide
high quality services to priority 
and privilege banking customers
and continue developing them to
meet their aspirations. 

The relocated branch 

is characterised by 

a large space and 

a modern design

considering the

latest standards of 

the banking sector, 

the most important

of which are security 

and safety standards

and the use of 

modern technologies 

harnessed to serve

customers

BankDhofar expands its presence in Al Dakhiliyah 
governorate with new branches in Nizwa and Bahla

MUSCAT: In line with its com-
mitment to be closer and strength-
en relationship with customers, 
BankDhofar recently inaugurated 
two new branches in the Al Dakh-
liyah governorate.

The fi rst branch is located in 
Jibreen, Wilayat of Bahla, and the 
second at the Sultan Qaboos Acad-

emy of Police Sciences in Nizwa.
As the second largest bank in

the Sultanate of Oman by the num-
ber of branches, at a total of 123
branches, the bank also operates
360 ATMs, multi-use cash deposit
machines, and multi-service inter-
active machines. Notably, custom-
ers can perform banking transac-

tions via ATMs using just their
mobile phone numbers, eliminat-
ing the need for a card.

The Jibreen branch and Sultan 
Qaboos Academy of Police Sci-
ences branch will provide special-
ized services to the SME sector.
The Bank is off ering specialiased 
Al Rifaa preferred banking, Al Ria-

dah priority banking services. The 
Jibreen branch was inaugurated 
byHis Excellency Sheikh Saeed 
bin Ali Al-Salaf Al-Nuaimi, Wali of 
Bahla State.

The Sultan Qaboos Academy of 
Police Sciences branch was inau-
gurated byLieutenant ColonelSaid 
Salim Al Manaai Director of Ad-

ministrative and Financial Aff airs 
at the Academy.

BankDhofar is dedicated to im-
plement digital enhancements 
through signifi cant investments 
in technology based on customers 
evolving needs and ensure an en-
hanced user experience.

Through its mobile banking ap-

plication, customers can manage 
accounts, pay bills, transfer mon-
ey, and invest in various fi nancial 
products. The bank’s “Intilaaqah” 
application allows customers to 
open savings accounts without 
visiting a branch and provides in-
stant transfers to any other bank in 
Oman instantly.

S T R E N G T H E N I N G  C U S T O M E R  R E L A T I O N S H I P

Lulu Financial celebrates 
milestone with 350th global 
customer engagement centre 
DUBAI: Lulu Financial Holdings, 
a leading global fi nancial services 
provider, opened its 350th global 
customer engagement centre in 
Dubai on Tuesday.

This milestone highlights the 
company’s rapid growth and the 
success of its omnichannel strat-
egy, which seamlessly integrates 
physical and digital platforms to 
off er an exceptional cross-border 
payment experience. The new cus-
tomer engagement centre was also 
the 135th under Lulu Exchange, 
the company’s UAE division.

The 350th global customer en-
gagement centre at Satwa, Dubai 
was inaugurated by Alfonso Fer-
dinand A. Ver, the Ambassador of 
the Republic of the Philippines to 
the UAE. The inauguration taking 
place on the eve of the Philippines 
Independence Day lent added 
signifi cance to the occasion, with 
the company dedicating the mile-
stone ceremony to the Filipino 
community.

“It is a pleasure to be part of the 
inauguration of Lulu Financial 
Exchange’s 350th global customer 
engagement centre here in Dubai, 
particularly as it coincides with 
the eve of the Philippines Inde-

pendence Day,” said Alfonso Fer-
dinand A. Ver. “This event not only 
marks a signifi cant milestone for
Lulu Financial Holdings but also
underscores the enduring and
growing bond between the com-
pany and the Filipino community.”

“The inauguration of our 350th 
branch in Dubai represents a sig-
nifi cant milestone in our journey 
of growth and innovation,” said
Adeeb Ahamed, Managing Direc-
tor of Lulu Financial Holdings.
“Our growth is a clear indicator
that our approach is resonating 
with customers. We remain com-

mitted to innovation and excel-
lence, providing our customers
with reliable and convenient fi -
nancial solutions.”

Since its inception in 2009, Lulu 
Financial Holdings has expanded
to a global presence with opera-
tions in over 10 countries. The
company is now at the forefront of 
the digital transformation of the fi -
nancial services sector through its
off erings such as the Lulu Money 
App, the company’s fl agship digital
payments solution, which has con-
sistently been ranked among the
top remittance apps in UAE.

S I G N I F I C A N T

‘Travel Light, Enjoy the Sights’ 

this Khareef with Oman Post

MUSCAT: With the kickoff  of 
the Khareef season, Oman Post,
the national postal operator,
launched “Travel Light, Enjoy the
Sights” this Khareef with parcel
service campaign aiming to make
travelling to Dhofar more conven-
ient and enjoyable.

The service allows customers
and SMEs to reliably ship their

luggage and parcels by simply 
visiting the nearest Oman Post 
branch and receiving them has-
sle-free at the Oman Post branch-
es in Dhofar. Each parcel can 
weigh up to 30kg, and customers 
may track their parcels and re-
quest proof of delivery for added 
convenience. 

With a wide delivery network 

locally, regionally, and interna-
tionally, Oman Post, part of Asyad
Group, complies with the best
international standards while de-
livering to over 190 countries and
territories. As part of its strategy,
Oman Post aims to provide excep-
tional customer service through
the delivery of innovative and
practical solutions.

P A R C E L  S E R V I C E  C A M P A I G N
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NBO launches first-of-its-kind 
innovative Eid note dispensing 
machines in five locations

MUSCAT: As a testament to its 
commitment to providing a seam-
less digital banking experience, The 
National Bank of Oman (NBO) is set 
to launch fi ve Eid note dispensing 
machines across Oman this month.

This innovative service, avail-
able exclusively to existing NBO 
customers, will be introduced at 
fi ve digital branches: the NBO 
Head Offi  ce, Sohar Branch, New 
Salalah Branch, Ibra Branch and 
Bahla Branch. The machines will 

dispense 100 Baisa and 500 Baisa 
notes, addressing the high demand 
for these denominations during 
the festive season.

Dr. Ali Salim Al Shekaili, As-
sistant General Manager – Head 
of Digital & E-Channels at NBO, 
commented on this initiative: “At 
NBO, we recognise the challenges 
individuals face in obtaining Eidiya 
notes during Eid due to the high de-
mand. Hence, we introduced this 
service, the fi rst of its kind in Oman, 

to provide a seamless experience 
for our clients and meet their needs 
eff ectively. Our Eid note dispens-
ing machines also represent a sig-
nifi cant advancement in our digital 
banking capabilities, underscoring 
our dedication to enhancing cus-
tomer experience through cutting-
edge solutions.”

This launch follows the success-
ful unveiling of the trial version of 
the Eid note dispensing machine 
at COMEX 2024, held at the Oman 
Convention & Exhibition Centre 
(OCEC). The machine was un-
veiled by His Excellency Taher bin 
Salem Al Amri, Executive Presi-
dent of the Central Bank of Oman, 
in the presence of Abdullah Zah-
ran Al Hinai, Chief Executive Of-
fi cer of NBO.

With the launch of the Eid note 
dispensing machines, NBO contin-
ues to lead the way in providing cut-
ting-edge banking solutions as part 
of its digital transformation strategy. 

The machines will dispense 100 Baisa and 

500 Baisa notes, addressing the high demand 

for these denominations during the festive

season

Saud Bahwan Group inaugurates new Chery showroom in 

Sohar creating exciting employment opportunities for Omanis 

MUSCAT: Recently Saud Bahwan
Group inaugurated Chery’s new
showroom in Sohar, thereby in
a short time, increasing Chery’s
presence in Oman to three. 

Present at the occasion was
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdullah
Al Busaidi, Wali of Sohar and dis-
tinguished guests from the public
and private sectors.

The showroom in Sohar off ers
automotive enthusiasts an impres-
sive range of Chery vehicles that are
equipped with the latest features
and technology promoting some of 
the fi nest driving experiences. 

Speaking on the occasion, a rep-
resentative from Saud Bawhan
Group said, “Saud Bahwan Group
is focused on off ering some of the
fi nest products and services that
customers will love. On its jour-
ney to establish a wider network

of Chery showroom in Oman, the 
Group has also off ered exciting 
employment opportunities to tal-
ented Omanis, whilst also making 
investments in sales and service 
facilities, contributing to Oman’s 
growing economy.” 

Sharing his thoughts on the 
partnership between Chery Auto-
mobile and Saud Bahwan Group 
he said, “Chery’s passion for qual-
ity and advancements in features 
and technology makes owning a 
Chery vehicle absolutely delight-
ful. This when combined with 
Saud Bahwan Group’s strengths 
promotes Chery ownership expe-
riences to even greater levels.” 

The event showcased a range of 
Chery vehicles off ering customers 
an opportunity to get close to their 
favourite Chery vehicle and learn 
more about its high quality build 

and range of advanced features 
and technology.

Chery’s car range in Oman con-
sists of an impressive line-up of 
the TIGGO8 PRO MAX, TIGGO4 
PRO, and ARRIZO6 PRO. The 
Tiggo8 Pro Max and TIGGO4 are 
power-packed high-impact SUVs 
with subtle ambient lighting and 
unmatched fuel effi  ciency. 

The sedan-styled Arizzo6 pro 
dons a sleek front and rear profi le, 
impressive interiors and high-
end modern technology off ering 
enhanced safety and usability 
features. Redefi ne your lifestyle 
choices with Chery’s commitment 
to providing an unparalleled driv-
ing experience for the driver and 
the passenger.

The holistic design and the 
360-degree usability features 
of the cars are meticulously 

engineered for an enthralling 
road journey.

Customers can now visit the So-
har showroom to get a hands-on
experience with the Chery vehicles.
The showroom hosts modern amen-
ities, product displays and a dedicat-
ed sales and marketing team to cater
to the customer’s needs. 

Kantar and Google jointly re-
leased the 2023 Chinese Global
Brand Builders. Chery is ranked
as the best Chinese global brand
builder in cars and 14th in the
overall list and its brand power has
achieved strong growth.

Chery Automobile secured the
fi rst spot among all Chinese auto-
motive brands in J.D. Power 2023
China Initial Quality StudySM
(IQS).

In Oman, Chery vehicles are dis-
tributed by Saud Bahwan Group.

W I D E R  N E T W O R K
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