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April 17,  2023
26 Ramadan 1444 AH

MONDAY

BANK MUSCAT POSTS PROFITS 
EXCEEDING OMR51 MILLION 
Bank Muscat posted a net profi t 
of OMR51.30 million during the 
fi rst quarter of 2023 compared to 
OMR48.26 million reported during 
the same period in 2022, constituting 
an increase of 6.3%, according to 
the preliminary unaudited results 
announced by the bank. 

DHUHR 12:12pm

ASR 3:39pm

MAGHRIB 6:34pm

ISHA 7:47pm 
FAJR (APRIL 18) 4:26am

WORLD
56 killed in Sudan

2
56 people have been killed 
as Sudan’s armed forces 
battled the paramilitary 

Rapid Support Forces (RSF) for 
control of the country. >A6

SPORTS
Real Madrid warm up

3
Real Madrid warmed 
up for their Champions 
League quarters second 

leg against Chelsea with 2-0 
victory at Cadiz in La Liga.  >B6

OMAN
Health minister praises blood donation drive

1
The Indian embassy in Muscat started a blood donation 
campaign which was inaugurated by the Minister of Health, 
Dr. Hilal Ali Al Sabti. Dr Al Sabti said: “We really value this 

initiative. This initiative will refl ect positively on the Indian 
community.” >A6

T O P  T H R E E  I N S I D E  S T O R I E S

Good news for movie buff s; Ruwi, Shatti cinema halls to reopen

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Get ready to grab your 
box of popcorn or a packet of chips 
with your favourite drink. Relive 
the joy of watching a movie at the 
iconic Ruwi Cinema or Shatti 
Qurum theatre.

Yes, you heard it right!
Months after the two theatres 

among the fi ve halls where screen-
ing was stopped, movie buff s in the 
Sultanate of Oman will soon get an 
opportunity to watch fi lms at these 
two theatres.

Though a fi nal date of re-open-
ing has not been fi nalised, Times 
of Oman expects that Ruwi and 
Shatti Qurum cinema halls are 
likely to reopen after Eid Al Adha 
holidays.

In an exclusive interview, P 
Chandrasekr, Group General 
Manager, Jawad Sultan Group, 

said: “We are delighted to say that 
Jawad Sultan Group is returning 
to cinema business. To start with, 
we will reopen the iconic Ruwi 
Cinema and Shatti Qurum Cine-
ma in the next two-three months. 
We had exited the cinema busi-
ness in 2016 and concurrently 
leased our 4 properties to VOX 
management for running their 
cinema operations.

“Following the termination of 
the lease arrangement between 
both the parties by mutual agree-
ment, our owners gave a lot of 
thought and decided to return to 
the business, which they are cred-
ited to be pioneers in Oman.”

It may be mentioned that fol-
lowing the end of the agreement 
between VOX and Jawad Sultan 
Group, 4 cinema locations - Ruwi, 
Shatti Qurum, Sur and Sohar – 
had closed down. In addition, VOX 

also closed their cinemas in the 
Panorama Mall location.

Chandrasekr said: “To start 
with, we will focus our energy on 
the opening of Ruwi and Shatti 
Qurum. We have moved out of 
Sohar as the property has been 
sold while we will give a pause 
to Sur operations. We have now 
three locations and will begin 
with two places.

“The cinema market has trans-
formed in recent times with a 
tremendous competition given 
by movies on OTT platforms. Be-
sides, the industry was hit badly 
by the pandemic for a couple of 
years and is now recovering in the 
post-pandemic era.”

Chandrasekr was, however, up-
beat and said that “things are look-
ing good ahead.”

He credited the euphoric re-
sponse to the recent achievements 
of Indian movies at the Oscars 
along with the production of high-
quality Hollywood movies and In-
dian movies in diff erent languages 
and Bollywood fi lms.

The senior offi  cial at the Jawad 
Sultan Group said: “We know that 
we will face good competition 
from four other operators, but we 

will bank on our strong skill sets 
and offer the best experience to 
customers.

“We will also no longer be called 
City Cinema and will return with 
a new name. Customer-oriented 
service will be our top priority at 
both the venues, be it sound and 
projection systems or attractive 
and varied off ers.”

Market situations
Chandrasekr, who has been closely 
following the industry for the past 
decade, said: “We are mindful of 
and have assessed the market. We 
are re-entering a business that we 
were pioneers in and we are mov-
ing with cautious optimism.

“We are going ahead with Ruwi 
and Shatti Qurum as both the halls 
were doing reasonably well even 
before we had entered a deal with 
VOX in 2016.” >A6

T H E A T R E S
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MoU signed to build 300 houses for orphans
Times News Service

MUSCAT: Al Rahma Association 
for Motherhood and Child Welfare 
and ‘Sobha’ Group signed a memo-
randum of understanding (MoU) for 
the ‘SAS’ project initiative; to build 
300 houses for orphans and needy 
families, at a total value of OMR9.6 
million over the next ten years.

The MoU was signed by Sana 
Abdul Rahman Al Khanjari, 
Chairwoman of the Board of Di-
rectors of Al Rahma Association 
and PNC Menon, Founder and 
Chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Sobha Group.

Speaking to the reporters, PNC 
Menon said, “The most important 
things in one’s life are food, hous-
ing and education. So, I thought 
let us do housing only as this is 
the most important thing for any 
family. Therefore, we decided to 
construct 300 houses for 10 years. 
But today, I felt it should be not 10 
years but fi ve years.”

Regarding choosing Oman, he 
said, “Oman created me. My whole 
young days were spent here. I came 
here with 7 dollars. Rest of the 
things, Oman created. That is why 
Oman. And I am also an Omani citi-
zen. I got my citizenship here.” >A5

‘ S A S ’  P R O J E C T

O M A N I S ’  M A R R I A G E

MINISTRY’S DRIVE AGAINST ILLEGAL 
TRANSPORTERS TO CONTINUE IN OMAN

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Ministry of Trans-
port, Communications and Infor-
mation Technology, (MoTCIT), said 
on Sunday that the drive to clamp 
down on illegal transportation will 
continue in the Sultanate of Oman.

The ministry urged workers 
in the transport sector to adhere 
to the requirements of the Land 
Transport Law and its regulations 
as they ensure eff ective imple-
mentation of the law.

In a series of tweets on Sunday, 
the ministry assured that no expa-
triate would be harassed nor would 
he be fi ned if he is not breaking the 
Land Transport Law.

The clarifi cation from the min-
istry comes after a series of alleged 
reports of fi nes being slapped on 
expatriates who were ferrying 
friends to the airport or delivering 
goods in their private vehicles.

Expatriates had widely ex-
pressed their concerns on social 
media and on various Whatsapp 
groups and other social platforms 
on the exorbitant fi nes being im-

posed by offi  cials for even “drop-
ping their friends to the airport”.

Times of Oman received several 
complaints with people sending 
across receipts of OMR200 fi ne 
they had received.

Allaying the fears of the expatri-
ate community, the statement said: 
“The inspection teams came across 
a number of violations, including vi-
olations of the requirements for car-
rying out transport activities with 
regard to the transportation of goods 
and ferrying individuals. It added: 
“The inspection teams have been 
instructed to ensure that only driv-
ers who violate the provisions of the 
executive regulations of the Land 
Transport Law should be fi ned.

“Fines would not be imposed on 
people who ferry their acquaint-
ances and friends to pick or drop 

at the airport if they do not charge 
them or the driver doesn’t receive 
any fi nancial reward.”

The ministry statement said: “If 
people have been penalised while 
ferrying their friends or relatives, 
their grievances can be submitted 
about the violations for review at 
the Land Transport Department 
at the Ministry’s General Offi  ce or 
the Roads Departments in the gov-
ernorates within 15 days from the 
date of its issuance.”

The statement said: “Through 
these campaigns, the ministry 
aims to organise the land transport 
sector and open the way for com-
panies and individuals to invest in 
this vital sector after obtaining the 
necessary approvals and permits 
from the ministry and the con-
cerned authorities.”

Ministry clarifi es its 

stance on fi nes being 

imposed on expats for 

ferrying passengers

fi nes were allegedly 

imposed on several 

expatriates for carrying 

out transport activities 

in violation of the law

200
OMR

His Majesty issues 
Royal Decree
MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan 
Haitham bin Tarik yesterday is-
sued Royal Decree No. 23/2023 on 
Omanis’ marriage to foreigners.

Article (1) cancels Royal De-
cree No. 58/93 and annuls all de-
cisions issued in implementation 
of its provisions.

Article (2) states that the pro-
visions of this decree shall not 
prejudice the provisions of the 
Islamic Sharia or public order or 
any provision cited in the laws, 
Royal decrees or applicable sys-
tems stipulating non-marriage to 
a foreigner as a condition for oc-
cupying or continuing to occupy 
certain public jobs of signifi cance 
or special nature.

Article (3) stipulates that docu-
ments proving the cases of mar-
riage of Omanis to foreigners 
within the Sultanate of Oman 
shall be documented in accord-
ance with the provisions of the 
relevant laws and Royal decrees. 
Foreign documents proving these 
cases of marriage are treated as of-
fi cial Omani documents after be-
ing authenticated by the compe-
tent authorities in the respective 

foreign country/countries, as well 
as the Omani Foreign Ministry.

Article (4) validates the docu-
ments evidencing the marriage 
of Omanis to foreigners that are 
issued by foreign offi  cial authori-
ties prior to the date of entry into 
force of this decree—even though 
they might be in violation of the 
provisions regulating the mar-
riage of Omanis to foreigners in 
force at that time—on condition 
that those documents be authen-
ticated by the Omani Foreign 
Ministry, and in a manner that 
does not contradict the provision 
of Article (2) of this decree.

Article (5) states that Units of 
the State’s Administrative Appa-
ratus and other public legal per-
sons shall implement the provi-
sions of this decree, each in their 
own areas of jurisdiction.

Article (6) repeals all that con-
travenes this decree or contra-
dicts its provisions.

Article (7) says that this de-
cree shall be published in the 
Offi  cial Gazette and enforced 
from the day following its date 
of publishing.  -ONA
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WE ARE in the last week of 
Ramadan and all of us are look-
ing forward for the Eid holidays 
that are ahead of us but we may 
have missed a point or two in
this holy month.

While we are planning a 
lavish Eid celebrations with
festival meals and events, 
the question is whether we
observed well the rituals in the 
past three weeks. The earthly 
bounties were the meals we ate
in the Iftaar but the question is
if we really raised our hands to 
be grateful.

But that is not all, have we 
really showed our apprecia-
tion to God by giving a “little
something’ to the poor during 
the month. Not all the fami-
lies are blessed with a good
income. Some are struggling to

make ends meet but we should 
not elaborate in the details 
of it.  Gratitude to God can be 
expressed in many ways and
prayers are only a part of it.

We know, for some, to open 
their wallets to share the cash
with the less fortunate is never 
easy. They are always worried 
that there may be some hard
times ahead and they may need 
it in the future. But it does 
not have to be a lot of money 
because every little helps. As the
Eid gets closer, this is the right
time to reconsider it.

The spirit of Ramadan always 
culminate in the fi rst day of Eid 
and we can a spare a thought 
in this last week of fasting to
the less fortunate. I am not 
sure where I came across the

words that the ‘spirit of Eid is 
empathy’. Whoever said it then 
deserves a medal. If we do not
give to the poor then we do not 
show compassion to the world
around us. And if we don’t have
compassion, we cannot connect 
to the next fellow human being.

In simple words, giving is the 
best way to show gratitude to
God. And why should we give? 
Because we want to see a better
world around us. The world of 
togetherness and well-being. It is 
not an exaggeration that sparing 
a little cash save people from not
only starvation but illness. If you 
think I am exaggeration, then
think of what has been happen-
ing in Yemen, Somalia and Ethio-
pia, to give just a few examples.

Of course, charity begins at

home but a few more rials fur-
ther from home always help.

It is a humbling experience
and it can bring together people
from very diff erent lives and
circumstances, both home and 
far from home. 

To go with the current
technology, online donation
is very eff ective if you don’t 
know where to reach the needy.
People don’t have to be physi-
cally present to still make a 
diff erence and be attentive to
the true meaning and intention 
in donating.

It is the act of giving that
we fi nd joy in ourselves. So let 
us reach out in this last week
of Ramadan to make the Eid 
celebrations of the poor more 
meaningful.

In the spirit of the last week of Ramadan
COMMENTARY

Saleh Al-Shaibany
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Asr 3:39 pm
Maghrib 6:34 pm
Isha 7:47 pm  
Fajr (April 18) 4:26 am

» PRAYER TIMINGSPRAYER TIMINGS

6:346:34pmpm

» IFTAR RECIPE

» WORDS OF WISDOM

» FASTING TIPS

» GOOD DEED

INGREDIENTS
• 1 pineapple ( peeled and cut 
into chunks )
• 3 tbsp sugar
• 1/2 cup coconut cream
• 1/3 cup  lemongrass leaves
• 1/2 cup water
• 8 ice cubes

PREPARATION
• In a blender add all of the 
above ingredients and blend till 
smooth.
• Serve cold or chilled.

» CUISINE

LEMONGRASS PINA COLADA

» IFTAR TIMING

Ramadan is an opportunity to bless your 

debtors with the forgiveness of that which they 

owe you if it is financially viable. Your reward is 

with Allah, and he is ever just and generous. It is 

our responsibility to honour our commitments 

and pay our debts, but there is a great reward for 

those who, as an act of worship to Allah, forgive 

those who are in their debt.  

We can relieve another’s debt in two ways. If 

we have given money as a loan to someone and 

we know that he is genuinely not able to repay 

we should give them time.  Another way is to 

forgive it completely.

According to Surah al-Baqarah:281, “But if 

you remit it [the debt] by way of charity, that 

is better for you if you did but know. And be 

afraid of the Day when you shall be brought 

back to Allah. Then every person shall be paid 

what he earned, and they shall not be dealt with 

unjustly”

You can also help the one in debt by helping 

them pay off their debts.  It is important to care 

for people and try to alleviate their stresses and 

strains, whether financial or otherwise.

Believers always win  [Qur’an 21:94]

So whoever does righteous deeds while he is a believer – 

no denial will there be for his effort, and indeed We, of it, 

are recorders.  

Mezze is the term used for little hot and cold appetisers usually served 
in Middle Eastern cuisine. They can be served for any meal, and the 
tradition is meant to unite people around the table in a spirit of shar-
ing. Soups and mezze are a must during Iftar because they are fi lling, 
simple to eat, and-- the fi rst course served at Iftar. The most popular 
mezze dishes are hummus, falafel, baba ganoush, labneh, tabbouleh, 
fattoush, stuff ed olives, dolmas, hard cheeses, meatballs and more. 
Make sure to include both hot and cold mezze on  your menu.

BLESS YOUR 
DEBTORS

Recipe by Oneza Tabish

HOT AND COLD MEZZE

“And if the debtor is on straitened circumstances, then grant him 
time until it is easy for him to repay” (Surah al-Baqarah:280)

MAINTAIN ORAL HYGIENE
During Ramadan, decreased intake of fl uids causes decreased saliva 
production. This causes exaggeration of existing dental conditions 
like infl ammation of gums, and caries of teeth. Maintain good oral hy-
giene and drink lots of water or fl uids during evenings and Suhoor to 
help minimise this issue.
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Sayyid Firas discusses investment 

opportunities with Indian delegation
Times News Service

MUSCAT: World Telugu In-
formation Technology Council 
(WTITC) has appointed His 
Highness Al Sayyid Firas Fatik Al 
Said as a patron of the council for 
Oman. 

This appointment was made 
during a visit by a WTITC delega-
tion led by Sundeep Kumar Mak-
thala to Oman on Tuesday.

During the visit, the delega-
tion met with Firas to discuss 
collaborations between Oman 
and the Telugu States from India. 
The discussion covered invest-
ment opportunities, business 
policies in Oman, and technology 

exchange initiatives in the IT and 
ITeS sectors.

Sundeep Kumar Makthala, 

the leader of the delegation, 
handed over the appointment 
letter to HH Firas, formally 

appointing him as a patron of 
WTITC Oman. The delega-
tion also visited Telugu people 
in Muscat and Sohar labour 
camps, providing them with 
hope and support.

Sundeep Kumar Makthala, 
Chairman of WTITC, said, “We 
are delighted to meet HH Al 
Sayyid Firas Fatik Al Said and 
discussed the immense potential 
for cooperation between Oman 
and the Telugu States. Our dis-
cussions focused on investment 
opportunities and technology 
exchange initiatives in the IT 
and ITeS sectors, which can cre-
ate a win-win situation for both 
sides.”

A P P O I N T M E N T

ROHM to present Così Fan Tutte opera
Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Royal Opera 
House Muscat is delighted to pre-
sent Mozart’s stunning opera Così 
Fan Tutte as the fi nal opera of the 
2022/2023 Season at the opera 
house. 

Audiences are invited to cel-
ebrate opera with a production 
which promises to do justice to the 
work of arguably the best-loved 
composer of the opera genre. 

Acclaimed young composer 
Leonardo Sini, a rising star in the 
world of music, will conduct the 
Luigi Cherubini Youth Orchestra 
in Ettore Scuola’s direction of Così 
Fan Tutte.

 The 1685 Choir of the Giuseppe 
Verdi Conservatory of Ravenna 
will perform alongside star solo-
ists including Martina Russoman-
no, Serena Malfi , German Olvera, 
Alasdair Kent, Lavinia Bini and 
FerruccioFurlanetto. 

The plot takes place in the Bay of 
Naples in the 18th century. Deeply 
convinced of women’s infi delity, 
the cynical Don Alfonso provokes 
his young friends Ferrando and 
Guglielmo by impugning the con-
stancy of their fi ancées, sisters 

Dorabella and Fiordiligi. 
To prove his assertion, Alfonso 

proposes the following plan to 
them: that they tell their fi ancées 
they are leaving for war, and then 
return dressed as Albanian sol-
diers, ready to do anything to se-
duce the lonely fi ancées. With their 
“real” lovers gone, Fiordiligi and 
Dorabella appear outraged when 
their servant Despina (Don Alfon-
so’s accomplice) introduces into 
their home the two Albanians, who 
quickly prove very enterprising.

 The two sisters at fi rst reject 
them virtuously but soon allow 
themselves to be charmed by these 
new suitors who, under a false 
identity, gradually become disillu-

sioned as they see their mistresses 
betraying them. “They all do that!” 
(“Così fan tutte”) Don Alfonso con-
cludes, delighted to have proved 
his theory. When the deception is 
revealed, the two couples reunite 
despite it all, with no great illusion 
about their happiness.

The opera is rich with fabulous 
costumes and elegant staging, 
making it the perfect evening out 
and a feast for opera lovers and 
culture enthusiasts.

 Don’t miss your chance to catch 
this wonderful performance in 
Muscat.Così Fan Tuttewill take 
place over two nights on May 4 
& 6, at 7.30pm at the Royal Opera 
House Muscat. 

F I N A L  O P E R A

Search on for missing citizen at sea
Muscat: A citizen has gone miss-
ing at sea in South Al Sharqiyah 
Governorate. The Royal Oman 
Police (ROP) has called on eve-

ryone to join the search opertion. 
The ROP announced the news 
of a missing citizen at sea in the 
Khuwaima area in the Wilayat 

of Jaalan Bani Bu Ali. The police 
confi rmed that search eff orts are 
ongoing, with the participation of 
the authorities and citizens. 

J A A L A N  B A N I  B U  A L I

Integrated housing 

complexes

The agreement pro-
vides for the estab-
lishment of integrated 
housing complexes for 
the target group if they 

have lands, or the construction 
of separate houses for those 
who will be given land or for 
those who own unconstructed 
land or an uninhabitable house.
 The building area for each 
home will be 200 square me-
tres at a construction cost not 
exceeding OM35,000 for each 
house.

The MoU signing ceremony 
was held under the patronage of 
Dr. Laila Ahmed Al Najjar, Min-
ister of Social Development.

    -With ONA inputs
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More than 50 people 
dead in Sudan clashes

KHARTOUM: At least 56 people 
have been killed as Sudan’s armed 
forces (SAF) battled the paramili-
tary Rapid Support Forces (RSF) 
for control of the country, accord-
ing to the Sudanese Doctors’ Union. 

The doctor’s syndicate also said 
some 600 people were wounded 
in the fi ghting that broke out on 
Saturday.

Fighting continued well into the 
night in the capital Khartoum and 
other parts of the country after 
months of tensions erupted be-
tween two rival military leaders.

The sound of heavy fi ring could 
be heard as the military urged peo-
ple to remain inside their homes. 
Schools, banks and government 
offi  ces would be closed on Sunday. 

Both sides claim they control 
key airports and other installa-
tions.

United Nations Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres spoke to 
the military leader Abdel-Fattah 
Burhan and RSF leader General 
Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo, calling 
for an immediate end to violence 
and a return to dialogue.

Burhan overthrew long-term 
ruler Omar al-Bashir in April 2019. 
Eighteen months later, the military 
and the RSF staged a second coup, 

upending a transition to democracy.
Disagreements between Burhan 

and Dagalo over the planned inte-
gration of the RSF into the regular 
army have now turned into open 
confl ict.

In an interview with Qatari 
broadcaster Al Jazeera, Dagalo ac-
cused Burhan of starting the battle 
by surrounding RSF troops. “This 
criminal, he forced this battle upon 
us,” he said.

Regional and international play-
ers need to step in and attempt to 
mediate between Sudan’s gener-
als and de-escalate the fi ghting, 
Kholood Khair, the director of the 
Sudan-based Confl uence Advisory 
think tank, told DW on Sunday.

Khair said she does not expect 
any stepping back from the con-
fl ict “until we see… a concerted 
international eff ort at a very high 
level.” She warned that the situa-
tion was getting “more diffi  cult by 
the hour.”

“Unfortunately, we haven’t seen 
the type of political heavyweights 
being engaged on the mediation 
side,” she said.

RSF leader Daglo is believed to 
enjoy strong ties with Gulf coun-

tries, as his forces fought in Yemen 
alongside the Saudi-led coalition 
against Houthi rebels.

Burhan is meanwhile rumored 
to be close to Egypt, with uncon-
fi rmed reports saying he stopped 
in the country hours before his 
2021 coup.

Both Egypt and Saudi Arabia have 
called on the Arab League to con-
vene over Sudan later on Sunday.

Khair also said the appetite for a 
return to a democratic path in the 
country was still high but stressed 
the violence must stop fi rst.

“There’s still a lot of support 
throughout the country for demo-
cratic transition,” she said. “We have 
to remember that this power strug-
gle between the generals is by no 
means indicative of the broader pol-
itics that are taking place in Sudan.”

Internet reportedly blocked 
Internet access was blocked in 

Sudan on Sunday amid the ongoing 
clashes between the military and 
the powerful RSF paramilitary.

The MTN telecommunications 
company blocked internet servic-
es in Sudan, following orders from 
the government telecommunica-

tions regulator, two MTN offi  cials 
told the Reuters news agency.

Sudanese Twitter users also re-
ported the internet outage.

Fighting ‘even more 
aggressive’

Mohamed Amin, a journalist 
currently in Khartoum, told DW 
clashes continued on Sunday and 
that the situation was “even more 
aggressive” than Saturday with 
heavy shelling in the vicinity of the 
armed forces headquarters. 

He added that there were air 
strikes and artillery attacks against 
army headquarters, with both the 
military and the RSF claiming 
control over the vital facility.

Electricity has been cut from 
most of the capital city, Amin said.

“The clashes can be witnessed 
all over Khartoum and the sounds 
of the bombs and gunfi re are eve-
rywhere,” he said. He added that 
Khartoum’s international airport 
remained shuttered for the second 
day in a row.

RSF accused foreign planes of 
striking bases in Port Sudan, Amin 
said, describing this as a “very new 
element” of the confl ict. -DW

The sound of heavy 

fi ring could be heard 

as the military urged 

people to remain 

inside their homes

India and US 

discuss regional, 

global issues
NEW DELHI: External Aff airs 
Minister S Jaishankar on Sun-
day held a telephonic conversa-
tion with US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken and discussed 
regional as well as global issues.

Taking to his offi  cial Twitter 
handle, Jaishankar stated that 
they noted the steady progress 
in India-US ties. He tweeted, “A 
warm conversation, as always 
with US Secretary of State @
SecBlinken this morning. Dis-
cussed current regional and 
global issues. Noted the steady 
progress in our bilateral ties.”

Earlier in March, S Jaishankar 
held a meeting with Antony 
Blinken. The two leaders dis-
cussed measures to mitigate the 
global impacts of Russia’s war in 
Ukraine. Blinken and Jaishankar 
held talks on the sidelines of the 
G20 Foreign Ministers’ Meeting 
in New Delhi.

During the meeting, Blinken 
spoke to Jaishankar and shared 
his views on tackling global and 
regional challenges. In a state-
ment, US Department of State 

spokesperson Ned Price said that 
Blinken met with Jaishankar to 
discuss how India and the US can 
expand technology and defence 
cooperation and increase food 
energy, and health security.

Ned Price also informed that 
Blinken and Jaishankar spoke 
about eff orts to elevate and ex-
pand strategic technology and de-
fence industrial cooperation and 
promote food, energy, and global 
health security. The two leaders 
also held discussions to promote 
clean energy transition, counter-
narcotics cooperation and wom-
en’s economic empowerment.

During his visit to India, 
Blinken attended the G20 For-
eign Ministers’ Meeting and 
Quad Foreign Ministers meet on 
the sidelines of the Raisina Dia-
logue in Delhi.

During his visit to India, 
Blinken said Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi is right that there 
are real challenges to multilater-
alism and added that they are di-
rectly coming from Russia.

— ANI

T E L E P H O N I C  C O N V E R S A T I O N

TRA grants new licence to provide VoIP services

MUSCAT: The Telecommunica-
tions Regulatory Authority (TRA) 
granted a new licence to Oman Data 
Park (ODP) to provide voice or video 
telecommunication services over 
Internet protocol (VoIP), which 
contributes to expanding the base of 
services provided via Internet Pro-
tocol in the Sultanate of Oman.

The issuance of the licence is 
based on Oman’s Telecommu-

nications Regulatory Law and 
its executive regulations, issued 
by the Ministerial decision No. 
144/2008.

In accordance with this approv-
al, ODP will work to contribute to 
enhancing the benefi t of users of 
the telecommunications sector in 
Oman from the technology of voice 
transmission, as well as sending 
and receiving phone calls over the 

Internet Protocol (VoIP) instead 
of transmitting it via the landline 
telephone network.

Eng. Maqbool Al Wahaibi, CEO 
of Oman Data Park said that ob-
taining this licence confi rms 
ODP’s readiness to provide this 
type of advanced services at a time 
when the Sultanate of Oman is 
keen to keep pace with the latest 
developments in this fi eld. — ONA

O M A N  D A T A  P A R K

Health minister praises Indian 

embassy’s blood donation drive

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Indian embassy 
in Muscat started a blood dona-
tion campaign on Friday which 
was inaugurated by the Minister of 

Health, Dr. Hilal Ali Al Sabti.
Praising the blood donation 

drive, Dr Al Sabti said: “We really 
value this initiative. This initiative 
will refl ect positively on the Indian 
community. As everyone knows, 

blood is very valuable, wherever it 
comes from.”

‘O’ positive group
Dr. Zainab bint Salim Al-Araimi, 
Director of the Blood Banks Ser-
vices Department, said: “Actually 
we need all the blood groups but 
more of ‘O’ positive because it can 
be given to other blood groups. 
Everyone can donate this time 
during Ramadan as all the blood 
banks are suff ering from short-
ages. This campaign is very sup-
portive of blood banks and we are 
going to launch this drive in other 
centres and in Salalah.”

300 units
Speaking on the occasion, Am-
bassador of India to the Sultanate 
of Oman, Amit Narang, said that 
last year we had started Ramadan 
blood donation drive in which we 
had collected more than 1,400 
units of blood. Even the fi gures 
this time is very encouraging as 
we have collected over 300 units of 
blood on Friday.

B L O O D  D O N A T I O N

Number of cinema 
operators in Oman 
increases to fi ve 

Following the deci-
sion by Jawad Sultan 
Group, the number of 
operators in the Sul-

tanate have risen to fi ve with 
VOX, Cinepolis, Novo and WOW, 
being the other operators.

Around 80 screens in Oman
Despite halls in Sohar, Sur and 
Panorama Mall closed, the Sul-
tanate of Oman has around 80 
screens, a number that Chan-
drasekr believes is “excess to the 
requirement”.

“We will have a total of six 
screens with three each in Ruwi 
and Shatti Qurum. We are thank-
ful to movie buff s in Oman for 
showering love, encouragement 
and support to us for the past 
many years,” he said.

Recalling the journey of cin-
ema in Oman, Chandrasekr said 
that Jawad Sultan Group began 
its operations in Ruwi in 1978 
when they launched Al Nasr Cin-
ema, which was later named City 
Cinema.

He said: “Prior to Al Nasr, there 
had been a small set-up near the 
main Ruwi Grand Mosque to 
show movies since 1973. But, Al 
Nasr was the fi rst full-fl edged 
cinema hall and the fi rst movie 
screened in 1978 was the Raj 
Khosla-directed 1969 movie Do 
Raaste with Rajesh Khanna and 
Mumtaz.”

Entertainment industry
The Jawad Sultan Group top of-
fi cial said that “entertainment in-
dustry has a lot of scope in Oman, 
but one has to tread with a lot of 
caution in present times.”

He said: “Technology has taken 
over and there is an overlap be-
tween education and entertain-
ment. There is convergence hap-
pening in this industry but not 
in other forms of media. We will 
try to bring the latest technol-
ogy once we start our operations, 
and we are committed to fi nding 
ways to improve our off erings for 
customers.”

Chandrasekr admitted that 
Netfl ix and other OTT platforms 
have cut into the market of cin-
ema movie goers.

“However, there is still a lot 
that cinema halls could off er and 
the experience of watching a 
movie in a hall is something dif-
ferent, and we will strive to make 
it more enjoyable.”

Soon after closing down fi ve 
theatres last year, a spokesper-
son for Majid Al Futtaim Leisure, 
Entertainment & Cinemas that 
manages VOX Cinemas in Oman, 
said: “As a responsible business 
focused on long-term sustain-
able growth, we have identifi ed 
opportunities to accelerate our 
progress and deploy our capital 
more effi  ciently. As such, we will 
be closing a number of our older 
and low-performing VOX Cin-
emas sites.”

J A W A D  S U L T A N  G R O U P

Slaughterhouses prepare for Eid
Times News Service

MUSCAT: The slaughterhouses 
under Muscat Municipality are 
making preparations to welcome 
people during Eid Al-Fitr.

Muscat Municipality an-
nounced readiness of its slaugh-
terhouses in Al-Seeb and Al-Am-
erat. There are suffi  cient number 
of veterinary staff , butchers, and 
cleaners, to meet all the require-

ments of customers. The aim is to 
meet the demand and guarantee 
safety of community members, 
while ensuring both quality and 
speed. As for the working hours 
of slaughterhouses, they will be 
designated for individuals and 
companies, starting on Monday 
(26 Ramadan 1444 AH - April 17, 
2023) from 6 am to 1 pm for indi-
viduals, while for companies it will 
be from 7 pm to midnight.

In order to speed up the slaugh-
tering and handing it over to the 
public, work will be allocated only 
from Friday 30 Ramadan 1444 AH 
to the second day of Eid, where 
the morning session will be from 
(7 am to 2 pm) for the slaughter of 
livestock (sheep and goats only).

As for the evening period from 
(4 pm to 8 pm), it is specifi ed for 
the slaughter of livestock, includ-
ing cows and camels only.

M U S C A T  M U N I C I P A L I T Y
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DONATION DRIVE: The blood donation campaign was inaugurated 

by the Minister of Health, Dr. Hilal Ali Al Sabti.

Accademia 
Stauff er 
ensemble 
at ROHM

MUSCAT: The Royal Opera 
House Muscat (ROHM) will 
present the Accademia Stauff er 
All Stars Ensemble on 5 May 
2023. It is a talented and ex-
traordinary ensemble of musi-
cians from the Stauff er Acad-
emy of Cremona in Italy. 
The academy is an institution 
which nurtures education in 
stringed instruments.

Concert
The evening concert off ers a 
programme of two special com-
posers, Vivaldi and Piazzolla, 
each exploring the seasons 
of the year through composi-
tions arranged for stringed 
instruments. 

Well-known and well-loved 
throughout the world, Vivaldi’s 
The Four Seasons and Piazzol-
la’s The Four Seasons of Buenos 
Aires, tell the story of the sea-
sons through intricate, dramat-
ic, and unique music.

Italian-Swiss patron
The ensemble, featuring violin, 
viola, cello, double bass, and 
harpsichord, consists of musi-
cians selected from the acad-
emy which is supported by the 
Fondazione Stauff er. Estab-
lished in Cremona, in 1970, by 
Italian-Swiss patron and en-
trepreneur Walter Stauff er, the 
foundation aims to promote 
and support advanced musi-
cal training for string players, 
traditional Cremonese violin 
making, and musicological 
research.

 -ONA
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Raza, Shahrukh power Kings 
to win against Super Giants

LUCKNOW: A fi ghting half-
century from Sikandar Raza 
and an entertaining cameo by 
Shahrukh Khan powered Punjab 
Kings (PBKS) to a hard-fought 
last-over two-wicket win over 
Lucknow Super Giants (LSG) in 
their IPL match at Bharat Ratna 
Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee Ekana 
Cricket Stadium, on Saturday.

In the chase of 160 runs, Punjab 
Kings struggled at the start as IPL 
debutant Yudhvir Singh picked up 
wickets of Atharva Taide (0) and 
Prabhsimran Singh (4) to reduce 
them to 17/2 in 2.2 overs.

Matthew Short looked in good 
touch, smashing Avesh Khan for 
three straight fours in the third 
over. Short looked to build a stand 
with Harpreet Bhatia, but was 
dismissed on the fi nal ball of 
the sixth over for 34 off  22 balls, 
consisting of fi ve fours and a six.

Krishnappa Gowtham dislodged 
his stumps to send PBKS sinking 
at 45/3 in 6 overs. Bhatia and Raza 
carried the chase forward. At the 
end of 10 overs, PBKS were at 68/3.

Krunal Pandya disrupted 
PBKS’s chase as he dismissed Bha-
tia for 22 off  22 balls. Raza relieved 
some pressure in the 13th over, 
smashing Krunal for two sixes and 
a four. The over gave away 17 runs, 
taking PBKS to 99/4 in 13 overs.

Ravi Bishnoi helped LSG come 
back into the game, dismissing 
Sam Curran for just six runs and 
half of the PBKS line-up was inside 
the hut at 112 runs in 14.3 overs.

Raza brought up his maiden 
half-century in just 34 balls, con-
sisting of three fours and three 
sixes. But on the very next ball, he 
was dismissed by Mark Wood af-
ter a diving catch from KL Rahul. 
Shahrukh Khan was the next 
batter on the crease, and he 
smashed six on the very first ball 

he faced. PBKS were 128/6 in
16 overs, needing 32 in the final
four overs.

The equation came down to 23 
runs in the fi nal three overs. Bish-
noi took the crucial wicket of Raza,
who was caught by Marcus Stoinis
for 57 off  41 balls, consisting of 
four boundaries and three sixes.
The equation came down to 20
runs in the fi nal two overs.

Brar and Shahrukh lightened 
the pressure with a four and six,
but Wood got the last laugh by 
dismissing Brar for six. PBKS still
needed seven runs in seven balls.

Kings reached home, fi nishing 
at 161/8 in 19.3 overs. Shahrukh’s
cameo of 23 off  10 balls included a 

four and two sixes.
Yudhvir was the pick of the

bowlers, taking 2/19 in three overs.
Wood took 2/35 in his four overs
and Bishnoi also got two scalps.

Earlier, half-century from skip-
per KL Rahul helped Lucknow
Super Giants reach a modest total
of 159/8 despite fi ery spells from
stand-in Punjab skipper Curran
and pacer Kagiso Rabada.

Openers Rahul and Kyle Mayers
played contrasting roles from each
end, with Mayers being an aggres-
sor. At the end of the powerplay,
LSG were at 49/0, with Mayers
(28) and Rahul (20) unbeaten.

Brar gave Punjab Kings the
needed breakthrough, dismissing 

Mayers for 29 off  23 balls, consist-
ing of four and three sixes.

Deepak Hooda, playing his 100th
IPL match, was leg-before-wicket
for 2 by Raza. Rahul reached 4,000
runs in IPL, becoming the fastest
player to do so, when he reached
30. At the end of 10 overs, Super
Giants were at 74/2.

Rahul reached his fi rst half-
century of the season in 40 balls,
consisting of seven fours. In
the 15th over, Rabada broke the
48-run partnership as Krunal was
caught by Shahrukh Khan for 18
off  17 balls.

On the very next ball, he also
got the prize wicket of Nicholas
Pooran, who was dismissed for a 
golden duck. With fi ve overs left
to make an impact, both Rahul and
Stoinis let their arms loose with
some sixes.

Curran took the wicket of 
Stoinis, sending him back for 15 off  
11 balls, with two sixes while Ar-
shdeep Singh got his fi rst wicket,
sending back Rahul for 74 off  56
balls, consisting of eight fours and
a six. A fl urry of wickets left Luc-
know reach only 159/8.

Curran was the pick of the bowl-
ers, taking 3/31 in his four overs.
Rabada took 2/34 in his four overs.
Brief scores: LSG: 159/8 (Rahul
74, Mayers 29; Curran 3/31) lost to
PBKS: 161/8 in 19.3 overs (Raza 57,
Short 34; Yudhvir Singh 2/19). - ANI

Lucknow Super 

Giants’ skipper

KL Rahul hits a 

half-century, crosses 

4,000 runs in IPL

Milestones don’t exist 
for me, says Raza

LUCKNOW: Punjab Kings’ 
Sikandar Raza from Zimbabwe 
said that “milestone don’t exist 
for him’’ as he wants to contrib-
ute to the team’s win following 
Punjab’s victory against Luc-
know Super Giants on Saturday.

Asked on how he was feeling 
after scoring his fi rst IPL half-
century, Raza replied: “People 
make a huge thing about the 
fi fties. For me these milestones 
don’t really exist, for me every 
run counts, I ask myself what is 
the diff erence between 49 and 
50 or 50 and 51. So what I look 
at is; did I win the game, did I 
contribute to the winning of the 
game or most importantly did I 
take the game forward.”

When he went out to bat on 
Saturday against Lucknow Super 
Giants, Raza said that his fi rst 
priority was to negotiate Mark 
Wood’s over as he was a real 
threat. He said: “When I went 
out there, I realised that for me to 
take the game forward, I have to 
try and bat out Mark Wood’s over 
because he was the threat.”

During a chat with his 
team-mate Shahrukh Khan, who 
has hit the fi rst ball he faced for 
a six in two matches, Raza asked 
what is up with him hitting the 
fi rst ball for a six.

Shahrukh said: “I knew it was 
Wood’s last ball. I was just ready 

to drive him off  the front foot. 
It was just instinct. I have been 
practising and coming into good 
positions. As long as it comes cor-
rectly, I would take it any day.”

Raza and Shahrukh revealed the 
reason behind their names. And 
the story is quite interesting and 
emotional.

Sikandar said that his name was 
named after his uncle who passed 
away while Shahrukh’s family was 
fan of Bollywood star Shahrukh 
Khan and hence he was named after 
him. He said, “I was the first boy born 
in the family. I was born in 1995 and 
the movie Baazigar was released in r
1993-94. My parents were fans of 
Shahrukh Khan. My mom wanted 
me to name Shahrukh, and that is the 
reason for my name.”

Raza had a stellar year with the 
bat and also contributed signifi -
cantly with the ball in T20Is. Not 
only was he the leading scorer for 
Zimbabwe with 735 runs, with 
fi ve half-centuries but he also led 
the wickets chart for them, scalp-
ing 25 wickets at an excellent 
economy rate of 6.13.

In ODIs, Raza aggregated 645 
runs at an average of 49.61 and 
strike rate of 87.16, making two 
fi fties to complement three cen-
turies. With the ball in hand, Raza 
was ever-reliable, scalping eight 
wickets while giving away just 
more than fi ve an over.  - ANI

P U N J A B  K I N G S

Oman Racing’s Al Harthy qualifi es fi fth fastest in Portimao
MUSCAT: Oman Racing’s Ahmad 
Al Harthy mounted a strong chal-
lenge for the GTE Am pole position
during qualifying for round two of 
the FIA World Endurance Cham-
pionship at Portimao in Portgual
on Saturday, but had to settle for
fi fth place due to yellow fl ags while
on his quickest lap.

Ultimately ending up just half 
a second shy of pole, and only 0.3
seconds away from the front row of 
the grid, the Oman Racing with TF
Sport driver was very happy with
his performance and confi dent 
the team has a strong car for this
afternoon’s race at the Autodromo
Internacional do Algarve.

Producing a best lap time of 
1m49.904 seconds, the Aston Mar-
tin Vantage racer had posted best
sectors in the fi rst and second por-
tions of the lap and was on course 
for more. Due to the yellow fl ags
though, the result of a stricken car,
the Omani missed out on a front
row starting slot.

Prior to the qualifying run, Al 
Harthy and his team-mates, Michael 

Dinan and Charlie Eastwood, had 
made good progress with the No.25 
car across the three free practice 
sessions.

Improving by almost 1.5 seconds 
between FP1 and FP3, the Oman 
Racing with TF Sport squad clear-
ly delivered a competitive car for 

qualifying and Al Harthy – who is 
supported by prestigious partners 
Oman Ministry of Culture, Sports 
and Youth, OQ, Omantel and 
MHD-ITICS – is sure the same will 
be true for the 6 Hours of Portimao.

Going into his second race in the 
FIA World Endurance Champion-

ship, Al Harthy and the Oman Rac-
ing squad hold ninth place in the 
driver and team standings follow-
ing a ninth place fi nish during the 
season-opening event last month 
at Sebring in the USA. 

Al Harthy said: “We gave it all we 
had in qualifying. I had a very quick 

lap, I did my best in sector one and
sector two, but then there was a 
yellow fl ag so I had to back off . It’s
when the tyres were at their best as 
well, so it was unfortunate, but we
still start a respectable P5 for the
race. I’m looking forward to a good,
clean six hours of racing.

“We worked hard during prac-
tice for a good qualifying and race 
set-up, and the Oman Racing with 
TF Sport guys have done a fantas-
tic job as they always do. We can 
defi nitely fi ght strongly from P5 so 
we’re aiming for a strong race and 
to come away with a good result.”

F I A  W O R L D  E N D U R A N C E  C H A M P I O N S H I P
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QUOTE OF THE DAY

TODAY’S MATCH

Royal

Challengers

 Bangalore

Chennai 

Super 

Kings

POINTS TABLE

VS

6pm, Bengaluru

Venkatesh Iyer
Kolkata Knight Riders batter after his knock on Sunday

“Would havve 

been happier if er if 

we would have fi nished

on the winning note but

nonetheless, pleased with 

my eff ort. That’s the role 

given to me by the man-

agement and it’s my job

to repay them. Obviously

it was a very beautiful

wicket to bat on. Really 

happy to get a hundred.”

RR 4 3 1 0 +1.588 6
LSG 5 3 2 0 +0.761 6
GT 4 3 1 0 +0.341 6
PBKS 5 3 2 0 -0.109 6
KKR 5 2 3 0 +0.320 4
CSK 4 2 2 0 +0.225 4
RCB 4 2 2 0 -0.316 4
MI 4 2 2 0 -0.389 4
SRH 4 2 2 0 -0.822 4
DC 5 0 5 0 -1.488 0

TEAM P W L T NR NRR PTS 

CSK: Chennai Super Kings, DC: Delhi Capitals,

GT: Gujarat Titans, KKR: Kolkata Knight Riders, 

LSG: Lucknow Super Giants, MI: Mumbai Indians,

PBKS: Punjab Kings, RCB: Royal Challengers Bangalore,

RR: Rajasthan Royals, SRH: Sunrisers Hyderabad

MUMBAI: Venkatesh Iyer’s
maiden century went in vain

as Ishan Kishan’s fi fty (58) and
Suryakumar Yadav’s quick-fi re

knock of 43 runs guided Mum-
bai Indians (MI) to a 5-wicket
win over Kolkata Knight Riders
(KKR) in their IPL 2023 game at
Wankhede Stadium on Sunday.

Chasing a target of 186, Mum-
bai got off  to a fi ery start as their
openers, Ishan Kishan and Ro-
hit Sharma, hammered Shar-
dul Thakur for 16 runs in the
second over of the game. The

duo continued their blister-
ing form as they slammed

Umesh Yadav for 17 runs
with the help of two sixes
and one four in his over.

Kishan was in red-
hot form and he slammed

Sunil Narine for 22 runs in the 4th
over with the help of two sixes and
brought his team’s score beyond
the 50-run mark. The pair piled up
beyond 60 runs in 5 overs. The 65-
run stand was broken when Suyash
Sharma dismissed Rohit for 20.

Suryakumar joined Kishan as 
the latter brought up a 21-ball half-
century in the 8th over of the game.
After slamming a maximum in the
9th over, Kishan fell prey to Varun
Chakaravarthy’s for 58 off  just 25
deliveries.

Tilak Varma and Suryakumar did 
not allow the Kolkata bowlers to

settle down before Suyash Sharma 
bowled Varma for 30 off  25 to break 
the growing partnership.

Tim David then came out to 
bat and slammed Chakravarthy 
for 15 runs with the help of two 
maximums.

Suryakumar fell prey in the 17th 
over to Shardul Thakur after scoring 
43 off  25 balls. His knock was laced 
with four boundaries and three six-
es. After Suryakumar’s exit, Mumbai 
still needed 10 runs with 22 balls.

David made a dash for the fi n-
ish. His 24 in 13 balls sealed the 
deal with 14 balls to spare and gave 
Mumbai a net-run rate boost.

Earlier, Venkatesh became the 
fi rst player to score a century for 
Kolkata Knight Riders in 15 years as 
his blistering knock of 104 (51) took 
the team to 185/6.

Venkatesh broke Knight Riders’ 
jinx of no IPL centuries since Bren-
don McCullum’s unbeaten 158, but 
the other batters were not fl uent.

Young Mumbai debutant Arjun 
Tendulkar, son of legendary Sachin 
Tendulkar, bowled an impactful 
over to kick off  the game. He bowled 
two new-ball overs that showed 
promise for the future.

Mumbai got an early break-
through as Cameron Green picked 
up his fi rst wicket of the match 
when he dismissed N Jagadeesan 
for a four-ball duck in the second 
over with the total just 11.

Rahmanullah Gurbaz departed 
in the fi nal over of the powerplay as 
Kolkata were down to 57/2. Skipper 
Nitish Rana and Iyer tried to revive 
the innings but Rana’s exit stalled 
the progress. Venkatesh continued 
to score runs as wickets fell at the 
other end. At the end of 10 overs, 
Kolkata had scored 104/3.

After Shardul Thakur was dis-
missed by Hrithik Shokeen in the 
13th over for a score of 13, Rinku 
Singh stepped in and held on to the 
other end as Venkatesh went on a 
rampage.

Venkatesh lost his wicket in the 
18th over to Riley Meredith after 
hitting 104 off  51 balls, which in-
cluded six fours and nine sixes. An-
dre Russell’s unbeaten cameo of 21 
off  11 took the team’s total to 185/6.
Brief scores: Kolkata Knight Rid-
ers 185/6 (Venkatesh 104, Russell 
21; Shokeen 2-34) lost to Mumbai 
Indians 186/5 in 17.4 overs (Kishan 
58, Suryakumar Yadav 43, Suyash 
2-27). - ANI

KISHAN, SURYAKUMAR GUIDE 
MUMBAI TO FACILE VICTORY

Venkatesh Iyer’s maiden ton goes in vain as 

Kolkata Knight Riders slump against theaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa
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OER BUSINESS SUMMIT
The 13th edition of OER Business 
Summit, a fl agship event by the
Sultanate’s premium business magazine, 
with a special HR focus, will take place 
at Sheraton Oman Hotel on October 19. 
Ahmed Al Dheeb, Deputy Chairman, 
Opaz will be the chief guest.

MSX INDEX ENDS LOWER
The MSX index closed at 4,759.69 points, 
down by 1.07 per cent from previous
close. The Sharia Index ended down by 
1.46 per cent at 478.47 points. A’Saff a 
Foods, up 10.00 per cent, was the top 
gainer while Voltamp Energy, down 9.79
per cent, was the top loser.

Bank Muscat posts net 
profit of OMR51.30mn 

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Bank Muscat, the fl ag-
ship fi nancial institution in the 
Sultanate of Oman, has announced 
its preliminary unaudited results 
for the three months ended 31 
March 2023. 

The bank posted a net profi t of 
OMR51.30 million for the period 
compared to OMR48.26 million 
reported during the same period 
in 2022, an increase of 6.3 per cent.

The key highlights of the results 

for the period are as follows:
Net Interest Income from Con-

ventional Banking and Net Income
from Islamic Financing stood at
OMR91.71 million for the three
months ended 31 March 2023
compared to OMR82.08 million
for the same period in 2022, an in-
crease of 11.7 per cent.

Non-interest income was
OMR31.50 million for the three
months ended 31 March 2023 as
compared to OMR31.83 million
for the same period in 2022.

Operating expenses for the three

months ended 31 March 2023 was
OMR48.70 million as compared
to OMR45.76 million for the same
period in 2022, an increase of 6.4
per cent.

Net Impairment for credit
and other losses for the three
months ended 31 March 2023
was OMR13.69 million as against
OMR12.0 million for the same pe-
riod in 2022.

Net loans and advances includ-
ing Islamic fi nancing receiva-
bles increased by 8.4 per cent
to OMR9,765 million as against

OMR9,009 million as of 31 March 
2022.

Customer deposits including Is-
lamic Customer deposits increased 
by 1.6 per cent to OMR8,992 mil-
lion as against OMR8,853 million 
as of 31 March 2022.

The full results for the three 
months ended 31 March 2023 
along with the complete set of un-
audited fi nancial statements will 
be released following the approval 
of the Board of Directors of the 
bank at its meeting scheduled later 
during April 2023.

Net Interest income

from conventional 

banking and net 

income from Islamic

Financing stood at

OMR91.71 million

for the three months 

ended 31 March, 2023

Regulation for 
registering SMEs
to begin in May
MUSCAT: The Authority for
Small and Medium Enterprises 
Development (ASMED) will 
start implementing the regula-
tions for registering micro, small 
and medium enterprises and is-
suing the entrepreneurship Ri-
yada card from May 1.

ASMED issued, on February 
2023, the regulation for regis-
tering micro, small and medium 
enterprises and issuing the en-
trepreneurship Riyada card. Ac-
cording to the regulation, an en-
terprise is considered micro if it 
has 1-10 employees with annual 
revenues below OMR150,000. A 
small enterprise has 11-50 em-
ployees with annual revenues 

between OMR150,000 and 
OMR1.250 million, while a me-
dium enterprise has 51-150 em-
ployees with revenues reaching 
less than OMR5 million.

The authority also issued a de-
cision on February 2023 on spec-
ifying the segments illegible for 
the Riyada card. Those include 
fi ve segments in a bid to boost 
the sector’s contribution to the 
national economy and the Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP).

Moreover, the Riyada card 
is considered a legal document 
which enables its holder from re-
ceiving a package of facilities in 
various sectors from the authori-
ties concerned. -ONA

S M A L L  A N D  M E D I U M  E N T E R P R I S E S  D E V E L O P M E N T

ahlibank Souq aims 

to support SMEs

Times News Service

MUSCAT: ahlibank has
launched its fi rst Souq initiative
aimed at supporting the growth
and development of local SMEs. 

The initiative, which is the fi rst
of its kind in the bank’s history, is
part of the bank’s commitment to
aiding the overall socio-economic
development in the region and is
in line with Oman’s Vision 2040.

The ahlibank Souq, part of 
the bank’s Ramadan CSR pro-
grammes, provides a platform
for 40 SMEs from diff erent sec-
tors to showcase their products
and services, supporting the lo-
cal community’s development,
youth projects, and female entre-
preneurs. This comes as part of 
the bank’s commitment to sup-
port SMEs and facilitate their
growth and expansion by pro-

viding them with the necessary 
exposure to a wider audience; 
contributing towards a brighter 
future for Oman’s economy. 

Commenting on this initia-
tive, Jumana Afl ah Al Hashmi, 
Head of Marketing and Corpo-
rate Communications of ahli-
bank, said, “The ahlibank Souq 
marks a signifi cant milestone 
in our commitment to support-
ing the growth and development 
of the Sultanate’s economy and 
community. By empowering lo-
cal SMEs, we are not only con-
tributing to achieving the Vision 
2040 plan, but we are also invest-
ing in the future of our nation. 
We remain dedicated to driving 
positive change and building a 
brighter future for the Sultanate 
and are proud to take this step 
forward in our impactful com-
munity engagement roadmap.”

I N I T I A T I V E

EDO achieves $100 million in cost 
savings from loan term renegotiations
MUSCAT: Energy Development 
Oman (EDO) has successfully re-
negotiated the terms of its $2.5 bil-
lion loan, resulting in cost savings 
of $100 million in interest.

The move sets a new benchmark 
for EDO and represents a signifi -
cant saving for the company and is 
part of a broader initiative aimed 
at reducing interest costs across 
government-related entities in 
Oman in line with the govern-
ment’s objectives to achieve fi nan-
cial sustainability.

The borrowing cost of EDO is 
largely based on the credit rating 
of the Sultanate of Oman. In 2022, 
the rise in oil and gas prices along 
with the government’s continued 
eff orts to ensure fi nancial sustain-
ability led to two rating agencies, 
Fitch Ratings and Standard and 

Poor’s (S&P), raising their rating 
assessments. This improvement 
in the credit outlook contributed 
to increasing the investment at-
tractiveness of Oman.

Eng. Mazin Rashid Al Lamki, 
the CEO of EDO said, “The latest 

credit rating upgrade by S&P Glob-
al Ratings is a strong testament to
the government’s prudent fi scal
policies and ongoing economic re-
form eff orts. As a result of this up-
grade, we expect to see increased
investor confi dence and interest in

Oman, which will, in turn, support
economic growth.”

He added, “For EDO, this means 
that we will have access to more
favourable borrowing terms and
is a positive step towards achiev-
ing our goal of supporting Oman’s
long-term development.”

Al Lamki pointed out that tak-
ing advantage of the country’s
improved credit profi le; EDO pro-
actively sought to renegotiate its
seven-year $2.5 billion loan, issued
in August 2021 and signed initially 
at a fi xed credit margin of 2.95 per
cent. EDO asked the bank group
to voluntarily amend the existing 
loan to a lower margin. The com-
pany worked closely with the Debt
Management Offi  ce (DMO) of the
Ministry of Finance to set the mar-
gin at 2.05 per cent. -ONA

E N E R G Y  D E V E L O P M E N T  O M A N

Global luxury carmakers 

bet on China’s NEV market

HAIKOU: Global luxury car-
makers attending the third China 
International Consumer Prod-
ucts Expo have set their sights
on the world’s largest new energy 
vehicle (NEV) market.

Volkswagen brought its luxury 
brands, including Porsche, Bent-
ley, and Lamborghini, to the expo
held in Haikou, the capital of 
south China’s Hainan Province,
from Monday to Saturday.

Porsche showed its purely 
electric car model Taycan 4s, and
Bentley exhibited a plug-in hy-
brid. Meanwhile, Britain’s Lotus
showcased a fully electric SUV.

China’s NEV market has seen
booming development over the
past few years, luring more car-
makers to vie for a piece of the
market. China’s NEV sales nearly 
doubled to 6.89 million units last

year, accounting for over a quar-
ter of the total automobile sales
in the world’s largest auto mar-
ket, said Xu Xingfeng, an offi  cial
with China’s Ministry of Com-
merce, at the expo.

Young customers particularly 
love the all-electric models, said
Sheng Tantzscher, vice president
and chief fi nancial offi  cer of Por-
sche China. Over 50 per cent of 
Porsche’s new vehicle sales world-
wide are expected to be all-electric
or plug-in hybrids by 2025, and
that fi gure would reach more than
80 per cent by 2030, she said.

More and more Bentley cus-
tomers are choosing to buy hybrid
cars due to the green and low-car-
bon consumption trend, even as
most are not worried about gaso-
line costs, said an exhibition staff  
worker with Bentley. -Xinhua

N E W  E N E R G Y  V E H I C L E
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MSX index 
ends lower

MUSCAT: The MSX index 
closed at 4,759.69 points, down 
by 1.07 per cent from the previous 
close. The Sharia Index ended 
down by 1.46 per cent at 478.47 
points. A’Saff a Foods, up 10 per 
cent, was the top gainer while 
Voltamp Energy, down 9.79 per 
cent, was the top loser. Shares of 
Oman Arab Bank were the most 
active in terms of the number of 
shares traded while Oman Flour 
Mills were the most active in 
terms of turnover.

A total number of 749 trades 
were executed during the day’s 
trading session, generating a 
turnover of OMR4.36 million, 
with more than 19.25 million 
shares changing hands. Out of 57 
traded securities, 17 advanced, 
26 declined, and 14 remained 
unchanged. At the session close, 
domestic investors were net buy-
ers for OMR99,000 while GCC 
& Arab investors were net sell-
ers for OMR95,000, followed by 
foreign investors for OMR4,000 
worth of shares.

Financial Index closed at 
7,695.82 points, down 0.63 per 
cent. Prices of Oman Arab Bank, 
Global Financial Investments, 
Takaful Oman and Ominvest were 
up by 9.45 per cent, 8.93 per cent, 
4.35 per cent and 1.92 per cent 
respectively. Prices of Muscat

Finance, Bank Nizwa, Al Sharqia 
Investment, National Bank Oman 
and Oman United Insurance were 
up by 6.45 per cent, 3.09 per cent, 
2.60 per cent, 2.11 per cent and 
1.72 per cent respectively.

Industrial Index closed at 
6,090.64 points, down 1.51 per 
cent. Prices of A’Saff a Foods, 
National Biscuits, Al Hassan 
Engineering, Oman Cement and 
National Mineral Water were up 
by 10.00 per cent, 9.97 per cent, 
5.88 per cent, 4.22 per cent and 
1.75 per cent respectively. Prices 
of Voltamp Energy, Salalah Mills, 
Oman Fisheries, Al Maha Ceram-
ics and Galfar Engineering were 
up by 9.79 per cent, 9.60 per cent, 
6.98 per cent, 6.98 per cent and 
3.57 per cent respectively.

Services Index was down by 
0.55 per cent before closing at 
1,676.30 points. Prices of SMN 
Power Holding, Al Maha Market-
ing, Oman National Engineer-
ing, Al Suwadi Power and Semb-
corp Salalah were up by 9.30 per 
cent, 3.83 per cent, 3.77 per cent, 
3.23 per cent and 2.50 per cent 
respectively. Prices of Ooredoo, 
Al Batinah Power, Abraj Energy, 
Renaissance Services and OIFC 
were up by 4.33 per cent, 3.23 per 
cent, 3.15 per cent, 2.50 per cent 
and 2.46 per cent respectively. 

 — United Securities

A’Saff a Foods, up 10 per cent, was the top 

gainer while Voltamp Energy, down 9.79 per

cent, was the top loser

MUSCAT
STOCK
EXCHANGE

SHARE PRICE BULLETIN FOR SUNDAY, APRIL 16

REGULAR MARKET .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
OM0000003125 ............  GLOBAL INV. H............................................................. 15,663 .................. 955........................2 ............0.061 ........... 0.061 ...........0.061 ........... 0.061 .............0.056 ........... 0.005 ............. 8.929 ................0.061.............. 0.061...................0.000 ............... 0.100 ..... 12,200,000
OM0000001749 ............  OMAN CEMENT ........................................................  369,083 ......... 127,298..................... 35 ........... 0.338 ........... 0.350 ...........0.338........... 0.346 .............0.332 ............0.014 ............. 4.217 ................0.346..............0.342...................0.348 ............... 0.100 .... 114,481,958
OM0000003000 ...........  Al MAHA PETROLEUM ............................................ 10,338 .............10,648........................5 ............1.030........... 1.030 ...........1.030 ........... 1.030 .............0.992 ............0.038............. 3.831 ................1.030.............. 1.050...................1.050 ................ 0.100 ......71,070,000
OM0000001152 ............  OMAN NAT. ENG..........................................................35,000 ...............3,850........................6 ............0.110 ........... 0.110............0.110 ............0.110 ............. 0.106 ........... 0.004............. 3.774 ................0.110 .............. 0.107................... 0.110 ................ 0.100 ......16,500,000
OM0000001533 ............  OMINVEST .......................................................................4,046 ................1,716........................ 1 ........... 0.424 ...........0.424 ...........0.424........... 0.424 ............. 0.416............ 0.008............. 1.923 ................0.424..............0.410...................0.450................ 0.100 ... 283,386,941
OM0000001400 ...........  OMAN FLOUR MILLS .............................................  2,444,184....1,417,180........................9 ........... 0.560 ........... 0.580 ...........0.550 ........... 0.580 .............0.580 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.580..............0.560...................0.636................ 0.100 ......91,350,000
OM0000002176 ............  JAZEERA STEEL PROD ..........................................  101,700 ............ 26,922........................6 ........... 0.265 ........... 0.265 ...........0.264 .......... 0.265 .............0.265 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.265..............0.258...................0.265................ 0.100 ......33,097,959
OM0000002226 ...........  ALJAZEERA SERVICES .................................................190 .....................49........................ 1 ........... 0.260...........0.260 ...........0.260 .......... 0.260 .............0.260 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.260..............0.256...................0.260 ............... 0.100 ........15,913,111
OM0000003281............  TAAGEER FINANCE ....................................................... 800 .....................77........................2........... 0.096 ........... 0.096 ...........0.096........... 0.096 .............0.096 ........... 0.000.............0.000 ................0.096 ............. 0.000...................0.096................ 0.100 ......25,328,163
OM0000001707............  OMAN CABLES INDSTR ................................................R 330 ...................541........................ 1 ............1.640 ........... 1.640 ...........1.640 ........... 1.640 ............. 1.645............-0.005 ........... -0.304 ...............1.640 .............. 1.485...................1.640................ 0.100 ....147,108,000
OM0000002796 ...........  BANK MUSCAT ..........................................................  870,267 ......... 239,194..................... 45 ........... 0.275 ........... 0.275 ...........0.273 ........... 0.274 .............0.275 ...........-0.001 ........... -0.364 ...............0.274..............0.274...................0.275................ 0.100 2,056,752,795
OM0000003398 ...........  SOHAR INT. BANK ....................................................  387,490 ........... 40,693......................21 ............0.105 ........... 0.106 ...........0.104 ........... 0.104 ............. 0.105............-0.001 ........... -0.952 ...............0.104..............0.104................... 0.115 ................ 0.100 ....477,366,478
OM0000003026 ...........  OMAN TELECOM......................................................  392,560......... 396,120......................12 ............1.010 ........... 1.010............1.000........... 1.000 ............. 1.015............-0.015 ............-1.478................1.000 ..............1.000................... 1.010................ 0.100 ...750,000,000
OM0000001087 ............  OMAN UNITED INSUR............................................R 48,080 ............. 13,707........................8 ........... 0.286 ........... 0.286 ...........0.285........... 0.285 .............0.290 ...........-0.005 ............-1.724 ................0.285..............0.285...................0.285................ 0.100 ..... 28,500,000
OM0000001483............  NATIONAL BANK OMAN ......................................  1,000,000......278,000........................ 1 ........... 0.278 ........... 0.278 ...........0.278........... 0.278.............0.284 ...........-0.006 ............-2.113................0.278 .............. 0.271...................0.292 ............... 0.100 ... 452,013,087
OM0000002168............  AL ANWAR  CERAMIC ...............................................19,188 ............... 6,723........................7 ........... 0.354 ........... 0.354 ...........0.346........... 0.346 .............0.354 ...........-0.008 ........... -2.260 ...............0.346............. 0.340...................0.350................ 0.100 ......76,120,000
OM0000001525 ............  OMAN INVST& FIN. ...................................................20,762 ............... 2,471........................3 ............0.121 ........... 0.121............ 0.119............0.119 ............. 0.122 ...........-0.003........... -2.459 ............... 0.119 .............. 0.118...................0.122 ................ 0.100 ...... 29,613,150
OM0000003224 ...........  RENAISSANCE SER. .................................................... 1,000 .................. 390........................ 1 ........... 0.390 ...........0.390 ...........0.390........... 0.390 .............0.400 ...........-0.010 ........... -2.500 ...............0.390..............0.360...................0.396................ 0.100 ......92,199,900
OM0000002440 ...........  AL SHARQIA INV. ........................................................93,000 ...............6,975........................5 ............0.075 ........... 0.075 ...........0.075 ........... 0.075 .............0.077 ...........-0.002 ........... -2.597 ...............0.075 ..............0.075...................0.077................ 0.100 ........ 6,750,000
OM0000003968 ...........  OOREDOO .......................................................................46,575 ............. 18,748..................... 22 ............0.410 ........... 0.410 ...........0.398........... 0.398 ............. 0.416............-0.018 ........... -4.327 ...............0.398 ..............0.394...................0.398................ 0.100 ... 259,075,804
OM0000005005 ...........  ALMAHA CERAMICS ...................................................5,780 ...............2,312........................4 ........... 0.400 ...........0.400 ...........0.400 .......... 0.400 .............0.430 ...........-0.030 ........... -6.977 ...............0.400..............0.390...................0.400 ............... 0.100 .....22,000,000
Total ..................................21 ......................................................................................... 5,866,036 .. 2,594,568................... 197 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

ISIN...................................................SECURITY NAME ...................................................................................................VOLUME ............... TURNOVER .................... TRADES............ OPEN PRICE .............. HIGH.....................LOW ................ CLOSE PR. ............PREV. CLOSE............ DIFF (RO).................. DIFF % ...................... LAST PR ................ LAST BID..................... LAST OFFER.............PAR VALUE MARKET CAP

O M A N  S T O C K S

INDECIES
Index .................................................High .................Low..................... Value ............... Prev . Value.......... Diff ...............ff Diff  %
MSX 30 INDEX .....................................4,817.08 ...............4,732.45 ................... 4,759.69 ....................4,811.17 ................ -51.48 .................. -1.07
FINANCIAL INDEX ........................... 7,760.37 ...............7,695.82 ....................7,695.82 ................... 7,744.46 ............... -48.64 .................. -0.63
Industry Index....................................... 6,163.18 .............. 6,090.64 ...................6,090.64 ...................6,184.22 ................-93.58 ...................-1.51
Services Index ....................................... 1,691.86 ...............1,663.47 ................... 1,676.30 ................... 1,685.56 .................. -9.26 .................. -0.55
MSX Shariah Index .................................485.63 ..................478.03 .......................478.47 ...................... 485.54 ...................-7.07 .................. -1.46
MSX TR INDEX................................... 6,333.03 ...............6,221.76 ....................6,257.57 ...................6,325.26 ................ -67.69.................. -1.07
FINANCIAL TR IDX...........................8,453.67 .............. 8,383.35 ................... 8,383.35 ...................8,436.33 ................-52.98.................. -0.63
SERVICES TR IDX ..............................1,858.33 ............... 1,827.14 ................... 1,841.24 ....................1,851.41 ................ -10.17.................. -0.55
INDUSTRIAL TR IDX........................6,583.81 .............. 6,506.32 ...................6,506.32 ...................6,606.29 ................-99.97...................-1.51

Trading Summary
Volume ................ Turnover ..........Trades .............. Market Cap............. Up............Down ............. Equal.........Sec. Traded
19,256,640 .................4,360,968.....................749 .............. 23,782,843,422................ 17 ..................... 26 .................... 14 .........................57

OM0000002804 ...........  ASAFFA FOODS ............................................................ 61,700 .............14,931........................2........... 0.242...........0.242 ...........0.242 .......... 0.242 .............0.220 ........... 0.022............10.000 ...............0.242............. 0.242...................0.000 ............... 0.100 ..... 29,040,000
OM0000001186 ............  NATIONAL BISCUIT........................................................100 .................. 386........................ 1 ........... 3.860........... 3.860 ...........3.860........... 3.860 ............. 3.510 .............0.350 ............. 9.972 ................3.860 ............. 0.000...................3.860................ 1.000 ........3,860,000
OM0000005260 ...........  OMAN ARAB BANK .................................................. 5,898,588 ......803,350..................... 35 ............0.133 ........... 0.139 ...........0.133 ............0.139 ............. 0.127.............0.012 ............. 9.449 ................0.139 ..............0.134...................0.139 ................ 0.100 ... 232,047,990
OM0000004248 ...........  SMN POWER HOLDING .........................................  689,554 ............64,715..................... 50 ........... 0.094 ...........0.094 ...........0.093........... 0.094 .............0.086 ........... 0.008 ............. 9.302 ................0.094..............0.094...................0.094 ............... 0.100 .......18,765,746
OM0000004776 ...........  TAKAFUL OMAN .........................................................36,598 ............... 1,762........................8 ........... 0.046........... 0.050 ...........0.046........... 0.048 .............0.046 ........... 0.002 ............. 4.348 ................0.048..............0.046...................0.050 ............... 0.100 ..... 12,000,000
OM0000004933 ...........  AL SUWADI POWER ................................................R 143,178 ...............4,296........................7 ........... 0.030 ........... 0.032 ...........0.030........... 0.032 ............. 0.031.............0.001 ............. 3.226 ................0.032..............0.030...................0.031................ 0.100 ......22,861,003
OM0000004735 ...........  SEMBCORP SALALAH ............................................ 215,033............. 17,462......................19 ........... 0.080........... 0.082 ...........0.080........... 0.082.............0.080 ........... 0.002 .............2.500 ................0.082..............0.082...................0.085................ 0.100 ..... 78,274,900
OM0000007084 ...........  MCT DESALINATE ..................................................... 14,656 ............... 1,436........................8 ........... 0.098 ........... 0.098 ...........0.098........... 0.098 .............0.096 ........... 0.002 ............. 2.083 ................0.098..............0.088...................0.098................ 0.100 ......15,243,939
OM0000001285 ............  MINERAL WATER ......................................................R 22,678 ............... 1,310........................2 ........... 0.057........... 0.058 ...........0.057 ........... 0.058 .............0.057 ............0.001 ............. 1.754.................0.058 ..............0.058...................0.058................ 0.100 .........1,566,176
OM0000001020 ...........  OMAN CHROMITE ...........................................................170 ...................510........................ 1 ........... 3.000...........3.000 ...........3.000........... 3.000 .............2.950 ........... 0.050............. 1.695 ................3.000..............3.000...................3.245................ 1.000 ........9,000,000
OM0000001608............  OMAN  PACKAGING ................................................ 116,828 .............21,730........................ 1 ............0.186 ........... 0.186 ...........0.186 ........... 0.186 ............. 0.185.............0.001 ............. 0.541 ................0.186.............. 0.185...................0.000 ............... 0.100 ........ 6,033,070
OM0000001368............  CONSTRUCTION M. .....................................................5,451 .................. 343........................ 1 ........... 0.063........... 0.063 ...........0.063........... 0.069.............0.069 ........... 0.000.............0.000 ................0.063..............0.063...................0.073................ 0.100 ........4,312,500
OM0000001772............  ALANWAR INVESTMENT ......................................53,000 ...............4,452........................4 ........... 0.084 ...........0.084 ...........0.084........... 0.084.............0.084 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.084..............0.083...................0.084 ............... 0.100 ..... 16,800,000
OM0000002275 ...........  SHELL OMAN MRK. .........................................................654 .................. 572........................6 ........... 0.820 ...........0.880 ...........0.820........... 0.876 .............0.876 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.876..............0.824...................0.876................ 0.100 ..... 83,220,000
OM0000002374............  UNITED FINANCE .....................................................23,700 ...............1,422........................3 ........... 0.060...........0.060 ...........0.060........... 0.060 .............0.060 ........... 0.000.............0.000 ................0.060..............0.060...................0.060 ............... 0.100 ...... 21,367,638
OM0000002549 ...........  BANK DHOFAR................................................................R 1,865 .................. 298........................2 ............0.160 ........... 0.160 ...........0.160........... 0.160 ............. 0.160 ........... 0.000.............0.000 ................0.160 .............. 0.155...................0.160 ................ 0.100 ... 479,416,230
OM0000007910............  AMAN REAL ESTATE ..................................................2,000 ..................200........................ 1 ........... 0.100........... 0.100 ...........0.100 ........... 0.100 .............0.100 ........... 0.000.............0.000 ................0.100 ..............0.096...................0.100................ 0.100 .....20,000,000
OM0000008710 ............  BARKA DESALINATION ................................................345 .....................49........................ 1 ............0.142 ........... 0.142 ...........0.142 ........... 0.142 ............. 0.142 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.142 ..............0.140...................0.142 ................ 0.100 ...... 10,724,124
OM0000008868 ...........  THE PEARL REIF ...................................................... 155,140 .............18,307......................15 ............0.120........... 0.120 ........... 0.118............0.118 ............. 0.118............ 0.000 .............0.000 ................ 0.118 .............. 0.118...................0.120................ 0.100 ......50,122,885
OM0000001517 ............  HSBC BANK OMAN ...................................................... 2,835 .................. 459........................ 1 ............0.162 ........... 0.162 ...........0.162 ........... 0.162 ............. 0.163............-0.001 ............-0.613................0.162 .............. 0.158...................0.162 ................ 0.100 ...324,050,672
OM0000004768 ...........  MADINA TAKAFUL..................................................  113,562............... 9,775......................11........... 0.087 ........... 0.087 ...........0.086........... 0.086 .............0.087 ...........-0.001 ............-1.149................0.086..............0.086...................0.087................ 0.100 ......15,050,000
OM0000001418 ............  RAYSUT CEMENT ......................................................91,620 ............ 14,230......................12 ............0.159 ........... 0.159 ...........0.154............0.155 ............. 0.157 ............-0.002 ............-1.274................0.155 ...............0.151...................0.156 ................ 0.100 ..... 31,000,000
OM0000005963 ...........  PHOENIX POWER..................................................... 198,426 ............ 10,775......................16 ........... 0.054........... 0.056 ...........0.054........... 0.055 .............0.056 ...........-0.001 ............-1.786 ................0.055 ..............0.055...................0.056................ 0.100 ..... 80,443,080
OM0000004420 ...........  BANK NIZWA ..............................................................A 2,950,335...... 280,139..................... 77 ........... 0.096 ........... 0.097 ...........0.094........... 0.094 .............0.097 ...........-0.003 ........... -3.093 ...............0.094..............0.094...................0.097................ 0.100 ....210,273,585
OM0000008934 ...........  ABRAJ ENERGY SERVICES .................................  1,114,850 ....... 314,232................... 162 ........... 0.286 ........... 0.289 ...........0.277........... 0.277.............0.286 ...........-0.009 ............-3.147................0.277 ..............0.277...................0.278................ 0.100 ... 213,345,400
OM0000004925 ...........  ALBATINAH POWER...............................................R  288,147 ..............8,644........................8 ........... 0.030 ...........0.030 ...........0.030........... 0.030 ............. 0.031............-0.001 ........... -3.226 ...............0.030..............0.030...................0.031 ................ 0.100 ..... 20,246,623
OM0000003521 ............  GALFAR ENGINEER. ...............................................  628,500 ......... 118,905......................15............0.190........... 0.190 ...........0.189........... 0.189 ............. 0.196............-0.007 ............-3.571................0.189 ..............0.182...................0.189................ 0.100 ..... 38,364,438
OM0000001160 ............  NATIONAL GAS .........................................................  308,535 ............32,841..................... 47............0.109 ........... 0.110............0.105........... 0.106 ............. 0.111............-0.005 ........... -4.505 ...............0.106..............0.106...................0.107 ................ 0.100 ........ 9,010,000
OM0000001590 ............  MUSCAT FINANCE ................................................... 50,000 ...............2,928........................7 ........... 0.059 ........... 0.059 ...........0.058 ........... 0.058.............0.062 ...........-0.004 ........... -6.452 ...............0.058 ..............0.057...................0.059................ 0.100 .......17,814,487
OM0000001566............  OMAN FISHERIES ....................................................  120,179 ...............9,648......................13 ........... 0.080 ........... 0.081 ...........0.080........... 0.080.............0.086 ...........-0.006 ........... -6.977 ...............0.080..............0.078...................0.080 ............... 0.100 ......14,566,272
OM0000001889............  SALALAH MILLS...............................................................834 .................. 597........................3 ............0.716 ........... 0.716............ 0.716 ............0.716 ............. 0.792............-0.076 ........... -9.596 ............... 0.716 .............. 0.716................... 0.716 ................ 0.100 ...... 35,773,554
OM0000003661............  VOLTAMP ENERGY......................................................4,909 .................. 633........................2............0.129 ........... 0.129 ...........0.129 ........... 0.129 ............. 0.143............-0.014 ........... -9.790 ...............0.129 ............. 0.000...................0.129 ................ 0.100 ......10,500,955
Total ..................................32 ........................................................................................ 13,313,970 . 1,761,339................... 541 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Parallel Market .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Oman Air hosts regional immigration authority 

stakeholders for documents verifi cation workshop

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman Air, the national
carrier of the Sultanate of Oman,
recently hosted the Emirates
Regional Immigration Liaison
(ERIL) team for a Documents Ver-
ifi cation Workshop at the Novotel
Muscat Airport. 

Organised by the airline’s secu-
rity department, the event was part
of ongoing cooperation between
ERIL member states, airlines and
key border offi  cials, to prevent
travel on fraudulent documents,
deter illegal immigration and hu-
man traffi  cking cases, increase
early intervention, and identify 
and respond appropriately.

During the workshop, Oman 
Air’s Document Verifi cation Unit
(DVU) was recognised for its
achievement in intercepting more
than 350 cases of immigration
forgery across its network during 
2022, which were then transferred
to the relevant local authorities.

Alauddin Al Ali, Senior Man-
ager - Airline Security at Oman 
Air, said, “Security is paramount 
to our operations as an airline and 
it is key for us to develop strong 
networks with Liaison Offi  cers, 
airlines, offi  cials and organisa-
tions like ERIL, from a range of 
countries. Through the frequent 

exchange of information and tools, 
we are able to stay updated on 
trends and issues in security and 
fraud, prevent and disrupt such 
cases, and above all, protect the 
safety of our guests.”

ERIL is a multi-agency group 
composed of representatives from 
all over the world, who collabo-

rate to combat illegal migration 
through joint disruption eff orts, 
information sharing, and training. 
ERIL member states include Aus-
tralia, Canada, France, Germany, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nor-
way, Spain, Switzerland, the Unit-
ed Kingdom and the United State 
of America.

P R E V E N T I O N  O F  U N A U T H O R I S E D  T R A V E L L E R S 

competitiveness of Oman’s economy
Times News Service

MUSCAT: The 13th edition of 
OER Business Summit, a fl agship
event by the Sultanate’s premium
business magazine, with a special
HR focus, will take place at Shera-
ton Oman Hotel on October 19.
Ahmed Al Dheeb, Deputy Chair-
man, Opaz will be the chief guest. 

His Highness Dr Adham Al
Said, Assistant Professor for Eco-
nomics, Sultan Qaboos Univer-
sity, CEO and Co-Founder, The
Firm for Business and Economic
Consulting will be the keynote
speaker at the summit, which is
being organised by UMS Group.

The summit includes a presen-
tation by Sanjay Kawatra, CEO,
Strategic Businesses, Ominvest,
Venkatesh Palakkad, Director
and Principal Consultant, Reem
Al Bawadi Business Solutions
and Technologies (RAB), Dalel
Maghrebi, Digital Business So-
lutions Manager, GBM Oman
among others.

BankDhofar and Raysut Ce-
ment are the Strategic Partners,
Taageer Finance and GBM Oman
are the Associate Partners, while
Dhofar International Develop-
ment and Investment Holding 
Co. SAOG (DIDIC) and Muscat
Eye Laser Center are the Sup-
port Partners. Dhofar Insurance
Company is the Insurance Part-
ner, Takaful Oman Insurance is
the Islamic Insurance Partner
and BIMA, the Online Insurance

Partner. Infoline is the Digital 
Partner and Mitsubishi - the Of-
fi cial Automobile Partner. RAB 
is the Knowledge Partner. Times 
of Oman and Al Shabiba are the 
Media Partners, Alam Al Iktisaad 
magazine, is the Arabic media 
partner and oerlive.com, is the 
Online Media Partner.

The OER Business Summit will 
bring together business leaders, 
senior government offi  cials and 
international experts to deliber-
ate on the roadmap to a better 
future and fulfi lling His Majesty 
Sultan Haitham bin Tarik’s Vision 
2040 plan. 

The fi rst panel session will 
discuss the topic, “Thriving in an 
agile and disruptive economic/
business environment.’ The ses-
sion will focus on enhancing the 
competitiveness of Oman’s econ-
omy, enablers to make the private 
sector a key driver of GDP growth, 
improving the ease of doing busi-

ness and attracting domestic and 
foreign investment, negotiating a 
disruptive global business envi-
ronment and changing brick and 
mortar businesses to a more tech-
nology/digital led model.

The summit will have an HR 
segment that will focus on the 
topic: Growing and developing 
Talent within – Lifeline for or-
ganisations. Organisations have 
been always been faced with the 
dilemma of growing versus buy-
ing talent. However never in time 
has this been a critical decision-
making point which determines 
the success or otherwise of or-
ganisations as it is in current 
times. Organisations are moving 
at a very fast pace towards skill 
and competence-based organi-
sational structures rather than 
designation and hierarchy-based 
ones. With the advent of geogra-
phy-neutral global organisations 
which are completely virtually 

run, organisations are no longer 
fi shing for talent in a pond and
have the complete vast blue ocean 
in front of them. The war for the 
right and appropriate talent has 
never been so intense. This has 
led to a severe shortage of the
right skills at the right price for
organisations. Therefore groom-
ing and nurturing talent in the
organisation’s backyard is the life-
line for organisations to survive in
this war for talent. The Summit
will focus on this theme and will 
discuss the following- Skill Tax-
onomies and development; iden-
tifying and grooming National
Talent; social and Pull Learning 
and BOTS and Robotic process 
automation in Human Resources.

A workshop on understanding 
learning experience platforms
(LXPs) and how they can unleash
a learning culture in an organi-
sation will be held alongside the 
Summit. Leveraging social learn-
ing and the abundant learning 
content available on the world
wide web, LXPs are democratis-
ing the learning process and put-
ting the learner in the driver’s
seat when it comes to choosing 
relevant content for their devel-
opment. The workshop will focus 
on the emerging technology of 
learning platforms and how or-
ganisations can leverage them for 
building skills and talent. Mayank
Pande, Market Leader - Middle 
East & Africa, Cornerstone OnDe-
mand will conduct the workshop.

B U S I N E S S  S U M M I T

business leaders, senior government officials and 

international experts to deliberate on the roadmap

to a better future and fulfilling His Majesty Sultan 

Haitham bin Tarik’s Vision 2040 plan 
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According to a re-AAcent study, turning AAoff  your notifi ca-AAtions and ignoring AA
your email at the end of the 
workday might help you be-
come a better leader.

Managers who discon-
nected from their jobs at 
home felt more refreshed 
the next day, identifi ed as 
eff ective leaders and helped 
their employees stay on tar-
get better than bosses who 
spent their off  hours wor-
rying about work. Less-ex-
perienced leaders were es-
pecially prone to becoming 
ineff ective if they spent their 
time focusing on their jobs at 
home.

The upshot is that the key 
to eff ective leadership in the 
offi  ce might be a better work-
life balance. Led by scientists 
from the University of 
Florida, the Univer-
sity of Arizona 
and Florida 
State Uni-
v e r s i t y , 
the new 
s t u d y 
was pub-
lished in
the ‘Jour-
nal of Applied
Psychology’.

 “The simple mes-
sage of this study is that if 
you want to be an eff ective 
leader at work, leave work 
at work,” said Klodiana La-
naj, a professor in UF’s War-
rington College of Business 
who led the research. “This 
is particularly important for 

inexperienced leaders, as 
they seem to benefi t the
most from recovery ex-
periences when at home. 
Leaders have chal-
lenging jobs as they 
juggle their own role 
responsibilities with 
the needs of their 
followers, and they 
need to recover from 
the demands of the 
leadership role.”

The study sur-
veyed managers and
their employees at 
U.S. businesses in 
2019 and 2022. The 
researchers assessed 
leaders’ ability to
disconnect from
work when
a t 

home
the night 
before and their
level of energy and 
how strongly they identi-
fi ed as a leader in the morn-

ing at work. Employees rated
their bosses on their ability 
to lead their teams.

“What we found is that on
nights when leaders were
able to completely turn off  
and not think about work,
they were more energized

the next day, and they 
felt better connected

to their leadership
role at work. On
those same days,
their followers re-
ported that these
leaders were more

eff ective in moti-
vating them and in

guiding their work,”
Lanaj said.
“But on nights when

leaders reported that they 
were thinking about the neg-
ative aspects of work, they 
couldn’t really recuperate
their energy by the morning,”
she said. “They saw them-
selves as less leader-like and
they weren’t as eff ective, as
rated by their followers.”

How to improve work-
life balance

So how can leaders — and 
businesses — promote this 
kind of work-life balance to 
build eff ective leaders?

“My hope is that this study 
will give managers data to 
support their decision to be 
present at home and to dis-
connect from work,” Lanaj 
said.

While Lanaj’s study didn’t 
ask managers how they 
relaxed at home, other re-
search points to well-known 
ways to unwind and reset: 
Exercise, socialise with 
friends, spend quality time 
with family, or engage with 
TV shows, books or hobbies. 
What helps one person leave 
work at the offi  ce might not 
help another. The key, Lanaj 
says, is to fi nd the methods 
that let you decompress from 
work as much as possible

And businesses that want 
the best out of their leaders 
on the job should help them 
recharge at home. Reducing 
after-hours emailing and ex-
pectations for on-call work 
is one way to do that.

Tech fuels a lot of this 
after-hours work, but also 
might off er a solution. You 
can set your phone to disable 

notifi cations after a certain 
hour or leave work devices 
in a dedicated offi  ce.

“You can start small,” 
Lanaj said. “Say, ‘After this 
time in the evening, I won’t 
check my work email.’ See 
where that takes you.” -ANI

and ignore your email
at the end of the workday

g yg y

Turn off your

notifications
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MANCHESTER: Manchester 
City’s early fi rst-half onslaught, 
led by a brace from star striker 
Erling Haaland, helped them 
clinch a 3-1 win over Leicester 
City at the home arena of Etihad 
Stadium on Saturday.

John Stones opened City’s 
account early in the fi fth minute 
itself, scoring with help of a 
magnifi cent left-footed volley 
from the edge of the penalty box. In 
the 13th minute, Haaland convert-
ed a penalty to double his side’s 
lead, sending home fans into loud 
cheers.

Wilfried Ndidi’s weak challenge 
let Kevin de Bruyne set up Haal-
and’s second goal and the Norway 
star converted the opportunity 
into a brace with no hesitation. 
25 minutes into the game, the 
scoreline read 3-0 in favour of 
Manchester City.

Haaland is now having 32 
goals in a 38-game PL season. He 
is just two goals away from the 
record for most goals in a Premier 
League season, which is held by 
Andrew Cole (34 goals in 1993/94) 
and Alan Shearer (34 goals in 
1994/95), when the season used to 
be a 42-games-per-side aff air.

With his penalty against the 
Foxes in the 13th minute, Haaland 
established a new record for goals 
in a fi rst-ever 38-game Premier 
League season. With his 31st goal, 
the Manchester City striker has 
one more than Kevin Phillips, who 
scored 30 goals for Sunderland in 
1999-2000.

Twelve minutes later, Haaland 
capitalised on a through-ball from 
Kevin De Bruyne to score his 32nd 
goal, tying Mohamed Salah of Liv-
erpool’s record-setting 38-game 
season. In the 75th minute, a goal 
by substitute Kelechi Iheanacho 
off ered Leicester fans a little to 
cheer about.

With this win, City is in second 
place in the points table with 70 
points, three shy of table-toppers 
Arsenal. 

They have 22 wins, four draws 
and four losses in 30 matches. 
Leicester City is in the 19th spot, 
with only seven wins in 31 match-
es, four draws and 20 losses. They 
have only a total of 25 points.

Following the match, City 
manager Pep Guardiola told Sky 
Sports, “It is always tricky after 
the Champions League against a 
team who is fi ghting but the qual-

ity is there. We started really well 
with focus but when you make lots 
of substitutions you drop a little 
bit. It is three points and we move 
to the next one.”

“It was completely diff erent be-
cause the guys that start the sec-
ond half it was the same approach 
as the beginning.

“I have a little bit of experi-
ence to play in three days in the 
important stages and you make 
a lot of substitutions and some 
dynamics we have and some play-
ers do not. And when the game 
was under control we made the 
changes.”

“Of course it was worrying - we 
made a mistake and then they had 
the chance with Maddison and 
Kelechi. The game was tricky in 
the last 15 minutes. But the fi rst 60 
to 65 minutes was good,” conclud-
ed the manager.

Man City will resume action on
Wednesday when they lock horns
with Bayern Munich at the Al-
lianz Arena in the second leg of 
their UEFA Champions League
quarter-fi nal. 

Later, Guardiola’s side will face
off  against Sheffi  eld United in an
FA Cup semi-fi nal at Wembley on
Saturday, April 22.

Man City’s next Premier League
game is an all-important clash
against toppers Arsenal at home
on April 26.

Chelsea upset
Teenager Julio Enciso scored a 
stunning winner as Brighton came
from behind to beat Chelsea 2-1
in the Premier League in Frank
Lampard’s fi rst home match since
being reappointed Blues manager.

Paraguayan forward Enciso, 19,
blasted into the top corner from

35 yards to help Brighton continue
their European qualifi cation push.

Substitute Danny Welbeck had
levelled at Stamford Bridge after
Conor Gallagher’s defl ected strike
gave Chelsea a fortunate lead.

Brighton remain seventh in the
table and Chelsea 11th.

Tottenham lose
Manager Gary O’Neil said rele-
gation-threatened Bournemouth
“took a huge step” towards Pre-
mier League survival as substitute
Dango Ouattara scored a stoppage-
time winner in a stunning fi nish
at Tottenham, winning 3-2 on
Saturday.

Son Heung-min opened the
scoring for the hosts in the fi rst
half before Uruguay left-back
Matias Vina marked his fi rst Pre-
mier League start with a deserved
equaliser for Bournemouth.

The Cherries looked set to
clinch all three points after Domi-
nic Solanke put them in front early 
in the second half, only for Arnaut 
Danjuma to come off  the bench 
and equalise against his former 
club on 88 minutes.

Fellow Spurs substitute Richar-
lison then sent a free header wide 
deep into stoppage time and, mo-
ments later, the visitors went up 
the other end and Ouattara netted 
a dramatic winner.

After winning at relegation ri-
vals Leicester last week to climb 
out of the bottom three, the Cher-
ries are now six points clear of the 
drop zone in 14th.

Spurs remain fi fth as chairman
Daniel Levy continues to search 
for Antonio Conte’s successor, 
with Burnley boss Vincent Kom-
pany the latest to be linked with 
the job this week. - ANI  

Manchester City cut 

defi cit with leaders 

Arsenal after  3-1 win

over Leicester City

Haaland on a goal-scoring spree

Zhang KOs Joyce to clinch WBO heavyweight interim title 
LONDON - China’s Zhang Zhilei 
smashed British Joe Joyce with 
a sixth-round technical knock-
out at the Copper Box Arena in 
Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park on 
Saturday to win the WBO 
heavyweight interim title.

“This fi ght was easier than I 
had expected,” said Zhang who 
travelled from his US basecamp 
to challenge the 37-year-old Joyce 
with a stunning pro record of 
15-win clean sweep.

“I have been working so hard 
and now I get the reward.”

Joyce was cheered by an over-
whelming crowd, but suff ered a 
lot since the fi rst round from ‘Big 
Bang’ Zhang’s heavy punches.

The 2016 Rio Olympic silver 
medallist was staggered from time 
to time and his face was often cov-
ered by blood.

The referee decided to end
the match in the sixth round and
Zhang replaced Joyce to become
the mandatory challenger for uni-
fi ed champion Oleksandr Usyk’s
WBO title.

“I want to thank my coach, my 
team and the fans in China as they 

had to stay up so late to watch my 
fi ght,” said Zhang.

“This victory is my best birthday 
present from my team and myself,” 
said Zhang who turns 40 next month.

But Zhang, whose dream is 
clinching the world title, didn’t 
think that he would rest too long 

after the huge victory. “I don’t want 
to waste any time,” he said.

“I’m just disappointed with my 
performance,” Joyce told BT Sport.

“The right hand he kept hitting 
me with... I couldn’t get out of the 
way, so respect to Zhang.

“I expected to win like I normal-

ly do. Thanks for all the support 
and congratulations.”

He added: “I’m disappointed. I’d 
like to apologise to all my fans and 
supporters - I’ll be back. My jour-
ney isn’t over, this is just a hurdle 
I’ve tripped over. I’ll be back.”

Zhang - a 39-year-old, 6ft 6in 

southpaw with an accomplished am-
ateur career - was far from a walko-
ver opponent, but was the underdog.

‘Juggernaut’ Joyce has been
commended in the past for having 
the best, and toughest, chin in the
division, but he struggled to shrug 
off  Zhang’s heavy shots.

Zhang - who won silver at the
2008 Olympics - now boasts 25
wins, with 19 stoppages, one defeat
and one draw.

“Today is mine,” he said. “Today 
belongs to me, belongs to everyone
who showed up, belongs to every 
Chinese fan who showed up.

“I’m 39 years old, but I’m disci-
plined, I train hard and next step I
go for the title.”

Joyce insisted he “will be back”
and promoter George Warren said
they may seek a rematch with
Zhang. - Agencies

B O X I N G

Real Madrid down lowly Cadiz
MADRID: Real Madrid warmed
up for their Champions League
quarter-fi nal second leg against
Chelsea with 2-0 victory at lowly 
Cadiz in La Liga on Saturday.

Defender Nacho scored the
opening goal with a brilliant strike
into the bottom corner from 25
yards. Marco Asensio slotted in a 
second for the visitors from inside
the area.

Madrid named a strong team
despite being almost out of 
the title race, and with a trip to
Stamford Bridge on Tuesday look-
ing to defend a 2-0 lead. Frank
Lampard’s Chelsea lost 2-1 at
home to Brighton on Saturday.

Cadiz and Real both hit the
woodwork, with Alfonso Espino
striking a post and Karim Ben-
zema hammering a shot off  the
crossbar.

Two goals from Inaki Williams
gave Athletic Bilbao a 2-0 win at
home to fourth place Real Socie-
dad in the Basque derby in the San
Mames Stadium.

Williams put his side ahead
with a scrambled goal following a 
33rd minute corner in a fi rst half 
Athletic dominated. He added the
second with a powerful shot to
fi nish off  a perfect counter-attack
with 20 minutes left to play.

Betis moved to within three
points of Real Sociedad with a 

3-1 win at home to Espanyol, who 
remain second from bottom of the 
table. Luiz Henrique set up Ayoze 
Perez for his fi rst goal since joining 
Betis in the 26th minute and Ayoze 
then passed for Juan Miranda to 
score Betis’ second of the game, 
just seven minutes later.

Cesar Montes got Espanyol 
back into the game two minutes 
into the second half, but just as Es-
panyol were pressing for an equal-
izer, William Carvalho made the 
game safe in the 68th minute with 
a powerful shot.

Villarreal’s hopes of a top-four 
fi nish suff ered a setback when they 
were beaten 2-1 at home to Vallad-
olid, who gain three vital points in 
their battle to avoid relegation. Se-
lim Amallah put Valladolid ahead 
in the second minute and Jawad 
El Yamiq doubled their lead in the 
34th minute, with Etienne Capoue 
pulling a goal back for the home 
side with 16 minutes left to play.

On Friday night, Rayo Vallecano 
ended an eight-game run without 
a win when they defeated Osasuna 
2-1 thanks to an own goal from 
Aridane Hernandez after 40 min-
utes and a second from Isi Palazon 
three minutes later. 

Barcelona are 10 points clear of 
Real Madrid at the top of the table 
and visit Getafe on Sunday in their 
game in hand.- Agencies

L A  L I G A

Mbappe achieves 

another milestone

PARIS: Kylian Mbappe became 
Paris St-Germain’s all-time lead-
ing goalscorer in Ligue 1 on Sat-
urday as they beat 10-man Lens 
3-1 to move fi ve points clear at the 
top of the table.

Mbappe, who netted his 
139th goal in his 169th league 
match, surpassed Edinson Ca-
vani’s tally.

In a crucial match between the 
league’s top two, Lens midfi elder 

Salis Abdul Samed was sent off  
after 19 minutes.

Lionel Messi and Vitinha also 
scored for PSG before Lens’ 
Przemyslaw Frankowski scored 
a penalty.

Second-placed Lens created 
numerous chances despite trail-
ing 3-0 at half-time but were un-
able to add to Frankowski’s spot-
kick as PSG edged closer to an 
11th league title. – Agencies

L I G U E  1  A L L - T I M E  L E A D I N G  S C O R E R
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A scientifi c mission of great im-
portance began at the spaceport
in Kourou, French Guiana on Fri-
day. The European Space Agency 
(ESA) is sending up its Jupiter
Icy Moons Explorer, Juice, to –
well, explore three of Jupiter’s icy 
moons.

Doesn’t sound too exciting yet?
Then consider that one of the
mission’s goals is to characterize
“these moons as both planetary 
objects and possible habitats,”
according to ESA. In other words,
the mission aims to fi nd out if life
could be possible on Ganymede,
Europa or Callisto, or whether
life has existed on the moons in
the past.

The launch was originally 
scheduled for one day earlier, but
had to be pushed because of light-
ning risk in Kourou on Thursday.

The Juice project is a mission of 
many fi rsts. The spacecraft, which
is being sent up on an Ariane 5
rocket, will be the fi rst to change
orbits from another planet (Jupi-
ter) to one of its moons. And it will
be the fi rst to orbit a moon other
than the Earth’s.

The total costs of the mission
stand at around €1.6 billion ($1.7
billion). Juice will carry several
high-tech systems on board, “in-
cluding the most powerful remote
sensing, geophysical and in situ
payloads ever fl own to the outer
solar system,” ESA says.

While the mission is  European-
led, there has been wider interna-

tional collaboration.NASA con-
tributed one of the instruments, 
a UV imaging spectrograph. The
Japanese space agency JAXA 
contributed hardware for several 
of the instruments on board the
spacecraft, while the Israeli space
agency ISA contributed hardware
for a radio science experiment.  

If things go according to plan, 
Juice will arrive at Jupiter in
July 2031 — a marathon journey 
time of eight years. It will do 35 
fl ybys of the three moons be-
tween July 2031 and November
2034 and will then enter Gany-
mede’s orbit, where it’s sched-
uled to stay and collect informa-
tion until December 2035. 

Here are a couple of facts to get 

you excited.

Jupiter, our solar 
system’s largest planet
While the Juice mission is con-
cerned with three moons, Jupiter 
has a total of 95 moons with con-
fi rmed orbits.

It is the largest planet in our 
solar system, and twice the mass 
of all the other planets combined. 
As NASA puts it: “If Earth were 
the size of a nickel [a US fi ve-cent 
coin], Jupiter would be about as 
big as a basketball.”

Jupiter’s size gives it a powerful 
magnetic fi eld. Part of the Juice 
mission is to fi nd out how this af-
fects the icy moons surrounding 
the planet.

Scientists already know the 
magnetic fi eld moves gases be-
tween Jupiter’s moons. Sulphur 
and oxygen released by volcanos 
on Jupiter’s volcanic moon Io 
reach three other moons Juice 
will be exploring. What research-
ers are looking to learn is how this 
process works.

The moons at the centre 
of the Juice mission
Ganymede, Callisto, Europa and 
Io were discovered by Italian as-
tronomer Galileo Galilei in 1610 
and are known as the four “Gali-
lean moons.” They were the fi rst 
objects found in our solar system 
to orbit a body other than the sun 
or Earth.

Ganymede, the Juice mission’s
primary target, is the only moon
in our solar system that generates
its own magnetic fi eld. It’s also the
biggest moon in our solar system,
with a diameter of 5,268 kilome-
tres (3,273 miles) and a metallic
core made up of an iron-heavy 
liquid. Its subterranean ocean is
thought to hold more water than
all of Earth’s oceans combined.

Callisto is Jupiter’s second-
largest moon and ESA scientists
hope that by orbiting it, Juice
will gather information about the
environment around Jupiter in
the planet’s early days. Callisto is
made up of equal parts rock and
ice and may have a subsurface, liq-
uid ocean located at depths great-
er than 100 kilometrs.

Europa is slightly smaller than 
Earth’s moon and possibly holds
vast underground oceans. It is
primarily made of silicate rock
and has a water-ice crust. Juice
scientists suspect that Europa 
may release water vapor into
space via plumes and geysers.
One the mission’s main goals is
fi nding out whether there are bi-
osignatures and pockets of water
on Europa signs of life.

The three moons are all named
after fi gures from Greek mythol-
ogy, according to which Gany-
mede was supposedly the most 
beautiful mortal on Earth and 
abducted by the gods to serve as 
the cup bearer of the king of the 
gods, Zeus. Callisto was a nymph 

who was turned into a bear and 
later became the constellation 
Ursa Major. Europa was the 
mother of King Minos of Crete 
and lover of Zeus, whose Roman 
equivalent is Jupiter.  

Jupiter’s challenging
environment
The Juice spacecraft will operate 
in extreme conditions. The area 
around Jupiter and its moons is 
one of the most intense radiation 
environments in our solar system. 
The temperature around the gas 
planet stands at a chilly -230 de-
grees Celsius (-382 degrees Fahr-
enheit). This contrasts starkly 
with the scorching 250 degrees 
Celsius that it will have to with-
stand during its Venus fl yby on the 
way to Jupiter.

The gravity-assisted fl yby, a 
casual 300 million kilometre 
detour, will set the spacecraft 
on course for its 2031 arrival at 
Jupiter.

The researchers behind Juice 
hope that the mission will an-
swer several questions on Jupi-
ter’s atmosphere, its magnetic 
fi eld and how these factors inter-
act with each other and infl uence 
the planet’s moons.

The hope is that the answers to 
these questions will help scien-
tists better understand the funda-
mental physics of planetary envi-
ronments and eventually fi gure 
out whether life on one of Jupi-
ter’s moons would be possible. - DW

S C I E N T I F I C  M I S S I O N

Spend memorable Eid 

YOUR GUIDE TO THE BEST 
STAYCATION DEALS IN OMAN

MUSCAT: Experience the true 
essence of Omani hospital-
ity and enjoy a memorable Eid 
staycation . Starting from OMR 
65 for 2, per room, per night 
inclusive of breakfast. 15% dis-
count on food and beverages. 
Claim the off er by booking be-
tween April 21 and 25. Terms 
and conditions: Adults only, 16 
years and above. The off er can-
not be used in conjunction with 
any other off er.

MUSCAT: Experience a luxuri-
ous staycation at Salalah Rotana 
Resort and Fanar Hotel & Resi-
dences, starting from OMR69 
NET.  Book your stay for more 
than 2 nights and get a compli-
mentary upgrade.  Book your stay 
for 3 nights and get a complimen-
tary 4th night. Enjoy 20% off  on 
all food and beverages. Eid Fami-
ly package, starting from OMR65 
NET: Family or deluxe room for 
2 adults and 2 children (below 
12 years old), one-time compli-
mentary family entrance to Ha-

wana Aqua Park, complimentary 
breakfast for 2 adults and 2 chil-
dren (below 12 years old), extend
your stay to get a complimentary 
dinner for every additional night.

Exclusive Eid off er at 

Eid staycation at Salalah Rotana Resort and Fanar

Jupiter and the Juice launch: What you need to know

Book your stay for 3 nights

and get a complimentary 

4th night. Enjoy 20% off on 

all food and beverages.

MUSCAT: Spend a memorable
staycation at Sifawy Boutique Hotel
in Jebel Sifah with your family and
friends starting from OMR75 NET.
Book more than 2 nights and get
a 15% room discount or a compli-
mentary dinner for every additional
night. Eid activities: 2nd day of Eid:
musical fest, live saxophone from
4pm to 9pm. 3rd day of Eid: Live DJ
music at Dunes from 5pm to 10pm.
Exciting activities at the Marina on
April 24 and 25, 5pm to 8pm.

EID AL FITR 2023: 
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BankDhofar opens new 
branch in Al Dhahira

MUSCAT: BankDhofar continues 
to expand its branches network 
across the Sultanate. The bank has 
recently announced the offi  cial 
opening of Al Araqi branch. 

The opening ceremony was held 
under the patronage of Sheikh 
Hilal Hamoud Al Maamari, in the 
presence of a number of promi-
nent members of the society, and 
BankDhofar executive manage-
ment team.

Amjad Iqbal Al Lawati, Chief 
Retail Banking Offi  cer at BankD-
hofar, stressed that the opening of 
Al Araqi Branch would enrich the 
presence of BankDhofar in Al Dha-
hira Governorate by being closer to 
the customers of that region, and 
providing valuable banking expe-

rience to them. “The new branch 
provides unparalleled banking 
experience to our customers. At 
BankDhofar, we will continue our 
eff orts to expand our branch net-
work across the Sultanate to make 
our services easily accessible to 

customers.” 
In addition to Al Araqi Branch,

the bank has a nationwide branch
network of77 branches and 1 Cor-
porate Center (66 branches of 
BankDhofar and 11 branches of 
Maisarah).

With its prime location, which 
is easily accessible, the branch 
off ers a wide range of services to 
its customers except for cash ser-
vices. The new branch is designed 
to provide a convenient banking 
experience to its customers.

Al Araqi Branch 

would enrich 

the presence of 

BankDhofar in Al 

Dhahira Governorate

Aster Royal Hospital performs complex cochlear implant surgery on young boy

MUSCAT: Aster Royal Hospital’s 
ENT team has been performing 
micro-ear surgeries for over 10 
years, and to strengthen its role in 
this direction, the team performed 
a complex cochlear implant sur-
gery on a young boy, marking the 
next step in its eff orts towards 
restoring hearing for the citizens 
and expatriates of the Sultanate of 
Oman in line with the National Ear 
Care Program. Aster Royal Hospi-
tal marks a new milestone with 
this cochlear implant surgery.

Hearing impairment is a leading 
cause of the disease burden in the 
world. The World Health Organi-
sation (WHO) states that current-
ly, over 1.5 billion people (nearly 

20% of the global population) live 
with diff erent levels of hearing 
loss, with 430 million of them hav-
ing disabling hearing impairment. 
Disabling or profound hearing loss 
refers to a situation where some-
one has great diffi  culty hearing 
and communicating. Childhood 
hearing impairment can result 
in an inability to hear sounds and 
hence poor language and speech, 
severely aff ecting their education 
and quality of life. Hearing loss is 
the fourth highest cause of disabil-
ity globally, aff ecting productivity 
and the country’s economy.

The fi rst cochlear implantation 
procedure at Aster Royal Hospi-
tal was performed by a team of 

highly qualifi ed medical profes-
sionals, including Senior Consult-
ants Dr.Subirendra Kumar and Dr.
Vidya Bhargavan, who were sup-
ported by a team of audiologists,
anesthetists, nursing staff , and an
excellent administrative setup.
The high quality of state-of-the-
art equipment available for ear
surgeries at Aster Royal Hospital
made this feat possible. The main
surgeon has more than 30 years
of experience in ear surgeries and
has been involved in cochlear im-
plant surgeries for over 15 years.

A Cochlear Implant is a highly 
complex electronic device that
helps to stimulate the nerves of 
hearing directly in a patient who

has severe to profound hearing 
loss. The implant consists of an
external portion that sits behind
the ear and a second portion that
is surgically implanted in the inner
ear to provide stimulus directly 
to the nerves of hearing. Cochlear
implantation is indicated in se-
lected patients who cannot benefi t
from hearing aids.

Cochlear implantation surgery 
is only the fi rst part of the manage-
ment, which has to be followed by 
intensive speech training with the
support of audiologists and speech
therapists. Aster Royal has a robust
team of well-experienced audiolo-
gists and speech therapists with all
the latest skills and  techniques.

M I L E S T O N E

Khimji Ramdas hosts 

annual Iftar gathering

MUSCAT: In the spirit of the 
Holy month of Ramadan, the Kh-
imji Ramdas Group (KR) organ-
ised its annual Iftar dinner for
over 1,000 invitees at the Oman
Convention and Exhibitions 
Centre; where the company’s 
Board of Directors, senior man-
agement, employees and their
families, media and business as-
sociates broke fast together. 

The annual tradition of the KR 
Group aims to continue the leg-
acy of the company’s renowned
family spirit, where every attend-
ee embodies a common sense of 
purpose and mutual respect.

Expressing his gratitude to
those who attended, Anil Kh-
imji, Director of Khimji Ramdas
Group stated, “At the core of our
iftar dinner is the spirit of the

holy month of Ramadan which 
unites us in breaking fast and 
bread as one big family. It is the 
perfect time to reconnect and re-
inforce our people-centric values 
and showcase our appreciation 
to our employees and business 
associates year on year.  ”

KR Group is a leading business 
conglomerate known for deliv-
ering quality and innovation for 
over a century. Since its founding 
in 1870, KR is known for doing 
everything it can to make a posi-
tive impact. By embracing inno-
vation and change continuously, 
the company’s purpose has been 
to unlock the potential of people, 
businesses, and the country. As 
the group continues to evolve and 
expand, it remains committed to 
this 150-year-old purpose.

H O L Y  M O N T H

Apollo partners with Zakat Committee in Muttrah

MUSCAT: Apollo Hospitals, 
Sultanate of Oman partnered in 
healthcare with Zakat Committee
in Muttrah as they held activities 
for children at Lulu in Ruwi.

Zakat committee of Muttrah is 
from the Ministry of Endowment 
and Religious Aff airs.

“We look after the needy people 
in Muttrah starting from Riyam
Park until all the way till Qurum.
This is a government committee,” 
explained Abdulzahraa bin Has-
san al Lawati, Head of the Collec-
tion Committee, Zakat Committee 
in Muttrah.

The Zakat committees for all 
the wilayats were created under 
the order of His Majesty Sultan 
Haitham bin Tarik.

School children paraded 
through the mall dressed in tra-
ditional clothes chanting versus
from the holy Quran and Hadheed.

Apollo Hospitals, Sultanate of 
Oman was the Health partner and
all the children gathered received
a free dental check up and physical
examination. This year Apollo has
steered the regular corporate ac-
tivities towards corporate social re-
sponsibility with a series of initia-
tives taking health care into society.

“Apollo Hospitals have been 
spear heading series of wellness 
programmed in diff erent social 

clubs, corporate, schools and col-
leges contributing towards de-
veloping a healthy country. We 
strongly believe that healthy chil-
dren develop a healthy country 
and we are more than happy to co-
operate with the initiative of Zakat 
Committee of Muttrah and espe-
cially this event for children,” said 
Shobha PK, COO Apollo Hospitals, 
Sultanate of Oman.

Dental surgeon from Apollo, Dr 
Praveen Gopalan Purushothaman 
said common dental problems seen 
in children are tooth decay, Maloc-
culusions, fl uorosis and gum diseas-
es with reasons varying from poor 
oral hygiene and high sugar and low 
fi ber diet. These are the main causa-
tive factors of tooth decay.

The committee had also ar-
ranged goodies and food for the 
participating children and henna 
for visitors.

“This is a special day for chil-
dren traditionally observed in the 
middle of Ramadan - Qaranqasho. 
They are also getting free physical 
and dental screening from Apollo 
Hospitals, Sultanate of Oman. 
This event has become possible 
and made so colorful only because 
of so many hands that have come 
together,” said Abdulzahraa. He 
said there are children who have 
lost their mothers or fathers and 
the message that is being conveyed 
is, “You are not alone, we are here.”

“We’re telling them not to worry 
as we are here as mothers and fa-

thers to fulfi ll their needs. We are 
also there to help them in educa-
tion,” he pointed out.

This was also an opportunity for 
the public to learn on ways to con-
tribute and the impact their con-
tribution can have.

 “The public can contribute with 
how much ever they want to the 
committee to fulfi ll the needs of 
the children. I think we need them 
more than they need us because of 
the benefi ts of the prayers in return. 
Because you can feel the happiness 
that comes from within you. We re-
quest everyone to use this once in a 
year opportunity,” he explained.

The bank account numbers are 
available, and the members are 
also visiting the company heads 
and chairpersons and the request 
is not to close the doors.

The Zakat  committee is pro-
viding assistance to children in 
education, youth who lost jobs 
because companies have closed 
down, individuals who are serving 
time due to unpaid loans, as well as 
food aid for students in school.

“We send the money to school 
to provide the needy students with 
snacks in schools,” he said.

People who need assistance can 
approach Muttrah Zakat commit-
tee offi  ce opposite AbdulRazak 
Mosque in Ruwi.

A C T I V I T I E S  F O R  C H I L D R E N

Experience benchmark

luxury in Lincoln Aviator  

MUSCAT: Lincoln’s stylish and
powerful Aviator is now available
with exclusive Wish List benefi ts.
Service 5 Years / 100,000km and 1
Year Registration. The campaign
will end on 10 May, 2023. (Condi-
tions apply. For details visit a Lin-
coln showroom Wattayah.)  

With an eye-catching exterior
design, thoughtfully detailed in-
terior, advanced features, tech-
nology and more, the Aviator is 
engineered to make every experi-
ence exceptional. The Aviator is 
equipped with a standard twin-
turbocharged 3.0-litre V6 engine 
that is paired with a 10-speed 
SelectShift automatic transmis-

sion. This helps the Aviator dish 
out an impressive 400 horsepow-
er and 562 Nm of torque for ef-
fortless acceleration. The three-
row luxury SUV is equipped with 
all-wheel drive capability.

The Aviator takes drives to even 
greater levels with the Lincoln 
Drive Modes’ fi ve signature set-
tings – Normal, Conserve, Excite, 
Slippery and Deep Conditions. 
This feature allows owners to fur-
ther customise their driving expe-
rience, while a 10.1-inch standard 
confi gurable LCD instrument 
cluster confi rms their choices 
with beautiful, easy-to-read dy-
namic graphics and prompts. 

W I S H  L I S T  B E N E F I T S
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On the anniversary of Apollo 13, we remember our role in a life or death drama  

that lasted 14 seconds. For the crew, that brief time span would determine whether  

they landed safely on Earth or bounced back into space, never to return. To realign  

their spacecraft would require a fuel burn of precisely 14 seconds. Precision they had  

on hand, thanks to the NASA-qualified Speedmaster Moonwatch, worn by all three  

astronauts. To say thank you, NASA gave us a Silver Snoopy Award. A proud moment.  

Today, our Co-Axial Master Chronometer certified Moonwatch measures the seconds  

with even greater precision – and you don’t have to be an astronaut to wear one.

O U R  1 4 - S E C O N D  S T O R Y

OMEGA Boutiques: Avenues Mall: +968 22063974 • Mall of Oman: +968 24210365 • Muscat City Centre: +968 24558290

Rivoli stores across Oman.
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