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On top of our national priorities is the education sector, with
all its types and levels. It will receive full attention, and it will
be provided with the supporting environment which
motivates research and innovation 99
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HM GREETINGS TO
ANGOLA, GUINEA

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik has sent a
cable of greetings to President
Joao Manuel Gonzalez Lorenzo
of the Republic of Angola on
his country’s National Day. In
the cable, His Majesty expressed

SQUES TO OPEN FROM NOVEMBER 15

GUIDELINES ISSUED FOR WORSHIPPERS TO ATTEND PRAYERS

0 MOSQUES HAVETO BE

his sincere greetings and best 'IAX(R/I\%SGglIJI\é?F OPENED AT ADHAN AND
wishes to President Lorenzo and £ YOU FEEL ANY
the friendly people of Angola. S— ONLY FOR
His Majesty has also sent a COVID-19 —— 2 5
cable of greetings to President SYMPTOMS an MINUTES
Alpha Conde of the Republic i
of Guinea on the occasion of HOLY QURAN BOOKS
his re-election as president of ARETO BE KEPT AWAY —_—
his country for a new term. His a WORSHIPPERS AND NOT USED BY
Majesty expressed his sincere 'y SHOULD WORSHIPPERS
greetings and best wishes of O + -
success to President Conde in SANITIZE WATER COOLERS WORSTI-CI;I?,SEiSR HAVE 2
leading the Guinean friendly THEIRHANDS 000000 (FRIDGES) HAVE N
people towards further progress BEFORE AND _b TO BE SHUT FACE MASKS
and welfare, and the good AFTER PRAYERS " DOWN ALLTHETIME
relations between the two 9
countries further progress and = )
growth. — ONA e
I ALLTOILETS 0770
SHOULD BE
RARE SURGERY SAVES CLOSED 00000020
YOUNG MOTHER 1
u TOTALLY WORSHIPPERS SHOULD (9
MUSCAT: A medical team from A BRING THEIR OWN & >
Sultan Qaboos University (SQU) PRAYER MATS OBSERVE A DISTANCE OF NOT LESS

Hospital conducted a coronary

THAN 1.5 METRES

peel surgery that saved the life
of a young mother who suffered
peeling of the left coronary
artery and capillaries veins
feeding the heart. The surgery
was conducted using advanced
techniques reflecting the team’s
expertise, which resulted in the
replacement of three damaged
arteries and arterioles. The
operation is being documented
and published. DETAILS ON P2

WHATSAPP

JORDANIANS VOTE FOR NEW
PARLIAMENT AMID PANDEMIC

CHINA REMOTE GLACIERS ARE
MELTING AT'SHOCKING' PACE
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PRAYER TIMINGS

MUSCAT: Max 32°C ~ Min 25°C

MUSCAT: The Supreme Committee
tasked with tackling developments
resulting from coronavirus
(COVID-19) pandemic held a
meeting at the Interior Ministry on
Tuesday under the chairmanship
of Sayyid Hamoud bin Faisal al
Busaidy, Minister of Interior.

The Committee followed up local

and international developments on
the pandemic, measures to curb its
spread and its impacts.

After elaborate consultations and
studying the proposals made by the
Ministry of Awqaf and Religious
Affairs, the committee decided
to allow the opening of mosques
whose capacity is not less than 400

worshippers (spacious mosques)
from Sunday (November 15, 2020),
on condition that only the five daily

feels any symptoms of COVID-19
infection or if such symptoms are
experienced by one of his family

prayers are performed, with the members or people who have
exemption of Friday prayers. mingled with infected persons.
The conditions for performing Mosques have to be opened at

Call-for-Prayer Time (Adhan) and

remain open only for 25 minutes,

prayers at mosques also include the
following. A worshipper should

avoid going to the mosque if he inclusive of Adhan, prayer and

Expats can leave Oman without paying fines

MUSCAT: The Ministry of Labour
on Tuesday announced that
expatriate workers wishing to leave
Oman and return to their country
are allowed to do so with effect from
November, 15, 2020.

The ministry also exempted all
employers and expatriate workers from

all fees and fines registered against

licenses for practicing professions
by expatriate workers provided they
leave the Sultanate terminally between
November 15 and December 31, 2020.
This comes in implementation
of the decisions of the Supreme
tasked ~ with
resulting

Committee tackling

developments from

coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic,

said the ministry in a statement.

The ministry said that expatriate
have
their
respective embassies to renew their

workers  whose  passports

expired may  approach
travel documents and then visit the
Labour Ministry’s office at Muscat
finalise

International ~ Airport to

departure procedures. — ONA

50 days on foot for 50 years of glory

LAKSHMI KOTHANETH
W @lakshmioman

She went up to the North Pole,

but now to celebrate Oman’s 50th
anniversary of the National Day and
the achievements, the explorer is
back to adventure — to explore her
own land to celebrate the Sultanate’s
50th National Day.

“I went to the farthest part of the
world, but felt I have not explored my
own country to its finest details as I
would like to have. So it is going to
be a straight line from the northern
most part of Oman — Musandam’s

SALALAH: Max 30°C  Min 22°C

Anisa al Raisi

Salama Islands all the way down to
Mirbat. The aim is to complete 1,200
km in 50 days, each day to represent
each year of Oman’s success’, Anisa
al Raisi, the Omani explorer said

NIZWA: Max 32°C  Min 22°C

excitedly about her journey which
was in planning for two years.

The first 100 km is going to be
covered kayaking which would be
for over five days until Dibba where
we will park our kayaks and with the
support of the Ministry of Defence
as helicopter transports them from
Dibba to Hatta and from there they
will start their exploration on land
— in Wadi Hatta. From then on they
are going to be on foot — YallaGo
has two adventurers coming together,
two women from different cultures

for one journey. TURN TO P2

PRAYER TIMINGS SUNRISE: 06:19

FAJR: 05:01

RAMALLAH: Saeb Erekat, who
died on Tuesday at the age of 65,
weeks after being hospitalised
with COVID-19, was the
Palestinian veteran negotiator
and politician who shepherded
relations with world powers for
decades.

In the absence of talks with
Israel in
recent years,
including the
collapse of the
Palestinian-US
relationship
during Donald
Trump’s
presidency,
Erekat
became an eloquent voice for
his people’s cause. Palestinian
President Mahmud Abbas said in
a statement that “the departure of
a brother and a friend, of the great
fighter, Dr Saeb Erekat, is a great
loss for Palestine and our people,
and we are deeply saddened”

SEE ALSO P6 AND 9

DHUHR: 11:56 | ASR: 15:06 | MAGHRIB: 17:28

leaving the mosque.

Holy Quran books (Masahif)
are to be kept away and not to be
used by worshippers. Water coolers
(fridges) have to be shut down. All
toilets have to be closed totally.

Worshippers have to bring their
own prayer mats.

TURNTO P2

Veteran Palestinian
negotiator Erekat dies

His Majesty sends
condolences to
President Abbas

MUSCAT: His Majesty
Sultan Haitham bin Tarik has
sent a cable of condolences
to President Mahmud Abbas
of the State of Palestine,
Chairman of the Executive
Committee of the Palestine
Liberation Organization
(PLO), death of
Dr Saeb Erekat, Secretary
General of the PLO Executive
Committee.

In the cable, His Majesty
the Sultan expressed his

on the

sincere  condolences and
sympathy, praying to Allah
the Almighty to rest the
departed’s soul in peace in
paradise and grant his family

patience. — ONA

ISHA: 18:41 .,
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Minister visits dates
processing centre

MUSCAT: Dr Saud bin Hamoud
al Habsi, Minister of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Water Resources,
on Tuesday went on a tour of
Nakheel Oman Development
Company’s Operations Centre
in the Wilayat of Barka where
he had a close look at the latest
dates processing and packaging
operations. The Centre has an
annual capacity of 6,000 tonnes.
Besides commercial
production, the Centre is used for
manpower training, equipment
testing and modelling operations
conducted prior to the actual

stage of processing and packaging
at the Dates Processing Complex
in the Wilayat of Nizwa.

Construction work is still
going on at the Centre, which
is expected to be completed by
harvest season in 2021.

Nakheel Oman Development
Company was founded in
partnership with the Diwan of
Royal Court, represented by
the Directorate-General of the
One-Million-Palms Project,
and Tanmia (Oman National
Investments Company SAOG).

— ONA

Meeting to discuss
labour accommodation

VINOD NAIR

W @vinot_nair

The General Federation of Oman
Workers (GFOW) will hold a
meeting on Wednesday with
various stakeholders to discuss
issues related to labour housing.

The meeting will include
representatives from the Oman
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (OCCI), Ministry of
Labour, Muscat Municipality,
Public Authority for Economic
Zones and Free Zones and Majlis
Ash’'Shura. The meeting will
discuss issues such as identifying
the basic requirements for labour
housing, regulations to organise
and implement the new labour
housing strategies.

The symposium will address
the basic requirements that must
be met in labour housing, the
role of the Ministry of Labour
in monitoring workers’ camps
during the pandemic period,

including mechanisms to deal
with violations related to labour
housing.

Muscat  Municipality — will
discuss the issue of having the
expatriate workforce amidst
residential neighbourhoods and
measures taken to resolve the
matter.

The meeting that will address
the negative impact of having
a large number of workers
in one place in the wake of
Covid pandemic, including
that of following the model of
Renaissance village for workers
in Dugm.

For creating a city for
workers close to their worksites,
Muscat Municipality has been
coordinating with the Ministry
of Housing and Urban planning
to build a Labour City in an area
of 250,000 sqm for which the
private sector will be invited to
bid for the construction and
management.
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Believers welcome mosque opening

KABEER YOUSUF
W @kabeeryousef

Believers in the country have
expressed theirjoyover the Supreme
Committee announcement to
reopen mosques from November
15 with strict COVID-19 protocol.

“This is a great day, great news,
indeed...all praises to the Lord
cried Noorul Ameen, a retired
private sector employee. “All the
prayers for the country, the ruler
and the authorities who have made
us safe”

Oman decided to close masjids,
churches, temples and Gurudwaras
in the wake of the COVID-19

impact mid-March this year.

“We missed 35 Friday Juma
prayers due to the pandemic and
this has not been the case in my 44
years of life,” said Shahad Hussain

m FROM PAGE 1

Follow COVID protocol: SC

Worshippers have to
sanitise their hands before
coming to the mosque
and before leaving it.
Worshippers have to wear
face masks all the time
when they are inside the
mosque. Worshippers have
to observe a distance of
not less than 1.5 metres.
People responsible for
mosque management
have to see to it that all
worshippers” adhere to
the measures mentioned

above and other
precautionary measures
listed in the “Instructional
Guide and Procedures for
Mosque Preparation and
Equipment” issued by the
Ministry of Awqaf and
Religious Affairs, without
prejudice to the above-
mentioned procedures.
The Supreme
Committee prayed to the
Almighty Allah to protect
all people against all harm.
— ONA

Shura economic panel
discusses 10th five-year plan

MUSCAT: The Economic and
Financial Committee of Majlis
Ash’Shura held a meeting on
Tuesday to discuss the tenth

five-year  development  plan
(2021-2025) through focus on its
objectives pillars.

In its meeting, the panel hosted
Dr Nasser bin Rashid al Maawali,
Undersecretary of the Ministry
of Economy and Abdullah bin
Salem al Harthy, Undersecretary
of Ministry of Finance, in the
presence of Shaikh Khalid bin
Hilal al Maawali, Chairman of
Majlis Ash’Shura.

The meeting discussed the
methodology for the preparation
of the tenth five-year development
plan and the executive situation of
the ninth five-year plan (2016-
2020) as well as the financial and
economic framework, and follow-

up and evaluation framework of
the tenth five-year development
plan. Dr Nasser bin Rashid
al Maawali, Under-Secretary
of the Ministry of Economy
explained that the tenth five-year
development plan has a great
significance at this historical stage
being the first executive plan of the
Oman Vision 2040. He affirmed
that the focus will be given to the
most important strategic goals
of the Omani Vision 2040 by
identifying the programmes that
will contribute to achieving its
national priorities during the next
five years.
Thetenthfive-yeardevelopment
plan is also considered the
first plan to reflect the Royal
orientations of His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik stated in the
historic address delivered by His

Majesty on February 22, 2020,
in which he stressed the most
significant axes of national action
during the upcoming period
which include restructuring the
state administrative apparatus,
listening to the youth, empowering
women in nation-building and
the importance of realising the
Oman Vision 2040.

In his address, His Majesty
emphasised the importance
of developing the laws and
legislations in line with the
requirements of the current and
future stages, Al Maawali said.

Al Maawali touched on a
number of local challenges that
have been taken into account by
the plan including the drop in
global oil demand, the economic
recession, the build-up in the
public debt to GDP.

SQU Hospital coronary peel surger

MUSCAT: A medical team
from Sultan Qaboos University
(SQU) Hospital conducted
a coronary peel surgery that
saved the life of a young mother
who suffered peeling of the left
coronary artery and capillaries
veins feeding the heart.

The surgery was conducted
using advanced techniques
reflecting the team’s expertise,
which  resulted in  the
replacement of three damaged
arteries and arterioles.

The operation is being
documented and published as
a scholarly bid to be reported

in an international scientific
journal to benefit specialists
in heart surgery around the
world.

The team that conducted the
operation was headed by senior
consultant cardiovascular
surgeon Dr Hilal bin Ali al
Sabti, Executive President of
Oman Medical Specialty Board.
The team comprised Dr Adil
bin Hashim al Kindi, senior
consultant cardiovascular
surgeon, Dr Dafron Maqdurov,
senior cardiovascular surgeon,
and other physicians and
technicians. — ONA

y saves mothers life

al Lawati, an entrepreneur in the
textiles industry.

“I stopped counting the number
of daily mass prayers that we lost
since March but it's a great relief
that we are slowly getting back to
normal,” he added.

Moosa  al  Balushi, a
septuagenarian from Muttrah souq
expressed his concern over the
people’s carefulness in following
the COVID-19 protocol.

He reminded all that a small
lapse from a believer can make
things bad and we should strictly be
adhering to the safety precautions.

“Weallneedtostrictlyfollow the
Supreme Committee guidelines for
the functioning of mosques in line
with the precautionary measures
for COVID-19. Remember, we
are not fully free from the virus,
Al Balushi said.

m FROM PAGE 1

50 days on
foot for
50 years

Accompanying Anisa on the
venture is Major Natalie Taylor
from the UK, who is currently
in Oman in quarantine, and
is excited that she could be
in Oman on time to start on
November 18.

“The message we want to
share is strength, resilience
and perseverance. We are
partnering with young Omanis
as much as we can with SMEs.
We also want to inspire other
women to collaborate with us.
We will also be doing some
research along the way. Dr
Geoffrey Rose has taught us
how to recognise archeological
sites as we will be going through
unexplored areas.

Natalie being a researcher
and medic will be doing a body
composition and study the
effect of the climatic conditions
during this expedition on both
of us as she is genetically not
from this part of the world.
I want to challenge not just
the youth who come to us at
Outward Bound Oman, but
challenge myself and be an
inspiration to myself to anyone
who is keen to listen to my
story.

She wants people to come
out of their comfort zone. But
the most important message
is this, “for 50 years we are
receiving and it is time to give
back to the country. What
can we do as the youth for
the country? What can we do
together to achieve the goals of
Vision-2040? This is where we
need you. This journey is about
you being inspired”

During their trek they will
walk through Al Buraimi
Governorate, Rub al Khali
dunes, move past Haima and
to Demeet, Wadi Arra and all
the way to Jabal Samhan to the
tip of Mirbat and from there go
down to hit the ocean.




OMAN OBSERVER

www.omanobserver.om

WEDNESDAY | NOVEMBER 11

OMANDAILYOBSERVER

1 2020

46,577 SME:s registered by Sept end

MUSCAT: The total number of
small and medium enterprises

(SMEs) registered with the
Public Authority for Small
and  Medium Enterprises

Development (Riyada) as at
the end of September 2020 was
46,577 which is an increase by
12.9 per cent compared to the
same period of 2019, according
to the data released by the
National Centre for Statistics and
Information (NCSI).

Among the governorates,

Muscat topped the list with 33
per cent SMEs registered till the
end of September 2020, followed
by North Al Batinah with 16 per
cent, Al Dakhiliyah with 13 per
cent and Dhofar with 8 per cent,
and the rest of governorates with
30 per cent.

The Governorate of Muscat
had 15,591 SMEs registered as
at the end of September 2020,
followed by North Al Batinah
with 7,357, Al Dakhiliyah with
5,896, Dhofar with 3,882, South

Al Batinah with 3,477, and North
Al Sharqiyah with 3,142 SMEs
registered.

This was followed by Al
Dhahirah with 2,740 SMEs,
South Al Shargiyah with 2,718
SMEs and Al Buraimi with
996 SMEs registered. Al Wusta
had 600 SMEs registered and
Musandam had 178 SMEs
registered, which was the lowest
among governorates registered as
at the end of September 2020.

— ONA

Attention

Majan Electricity Company announces Extension of the Period Buying in the following tender below:

Tender

NO

86/2020

Description

Electricity Bills collection consumption
Contract for Two years

Last date for
buying

Grade

Specialized

12/11/2020

Submission Tender
date price R.O.

17/11/2020

Interested Firm having relevant experience in the similar nature of services and registered with Tender Board
and Distribution Code Review Panel (DCRP) for electrical work, may register and obtain the tender documents
from E-Tendering Site https://etendering.tenderboard.gov.om against online payment of non-refundable
fees mentioned above for each tender.

The Tenderers should enclose a copy of Bank Guarantee issued by any registerd bank in the Sultanate of Oman
for a value of (1%) of the submitted bid value valid for a period of (90) days from the date of Sujbmission, and
addressed to The Chairman of the Tender Commuittee .The original Bid Bond to be delivered in sealed envelope,

and the tender number and title of project only are to be mentioned on the envelopes.

The place of submission

the original bond would be at MJEC Contracts & tenders office at MJEC building in AL Sawari Center in Sohar
or at MIEC Contracts & tenders office at Muscat in Al Mubailah- opposite to the industrial Area beside to Bank
Suhar, before 10 A M. according to the assigned date of submission of the tender. Any Submission of original
tender bond after the time and date mentioned in the advertisement will not be accepted and tenderer offer will

be rejected.

The Completed signed and sealed commercial and technical offer with all tender documents should be submitted
and uploaded online into the above mentioned E-Tendering website .The Hard copies of the tender document

are not accepted.

For more information please contact Tel no.:24051501- 26944266
For any technical assistance please contact

Helpdesk: +968-24166670

E-mail: etenderhd@ita.gov.om

Preference of awarding the tender will be given to those bidders who achieved a high percentage of
purchasing from Local Products & and have a High level percentage of Omanization.

The Company is not bound to consent the lowest Bid or any other Tenders.
“WITH ELECTRICITY WE PROGRESS PLEASE AVOID EXTRAVAGANCE IN CONSUMPTION”

<

(£.8.5.U4) blaa cliypdy digyin
Majan Electricity Company (SAOC)

Member of Nama Group

Majan Electricity Company s.a.0.c
P.O Box 286, Sohar

PC 311, Sultanate of Oman

Tel: +968 2694 4444 | Fax: +968 2694 4222
Information@majanco.nama.om | www.majanco.co.om

New travel rules come
into force today

VINOD NAIR

W @vinot_nair

Travellers must undergo a PCR test
for COVID-19 within 96 hours
before arriving in the country and
a second test upon arrival at the
airport from Wednesday.

A citizen who tests positive
after recovering from COVID-19
is allowed to travel to Oman,
after providing proof that he
has completed the prescribed
quarantine period before taking
the COVID-19 PCR test prior to
departure for Oman.

The quarantine period is seven
days from the date of arrival
in Oman if the passenger has
negative results of a COVID-19
PCR test conducted on arrival

and another PCR test conducted
on the eighth day.

If the passenger does not wish
to undertake a PCR test on the
eight-day, the quarantine will
continue for 14 days from the date
of arrival.

Children of age fifteen years
and below are exempted from the
COVID-19 PCR tests and from
the tracking wristband.

Diplomats working at foreign
embassies accredited to Oman
and diplomats visiting Oman are
exempted from the COVID-19
requirements for passengers to
and from Oman.

Before booking a flight,
passengers must consider the
following requirements.

Omani citizens and residents

can travel abroad without pre-
approval. Consider online check-
in, where possible, prior to arrival
at the airport to avoid face-to-face
contact at the airport.

Travellers need to be at the
airport at least 3 hours before
the official time of departure or 4
hours at most.

Omani citizens must obtain

health insurance that covers
COVID-19 treatment at the
country of arrival.

Passengers ~ should  avoid

travel if they display COVID-19
symptoms.

If you have a temperature of
38 degrees Celsius or higher after
thermal check at the airport, you
will be asked to undertake a PCR
test.

Make world a better place: Sultan
Qaboos Declaration Project

KABEER YOUSUF
W @kabeeryousef

The Sultanate urged the world to
help people live with dignity, basic
rights and safety.

In its project titled “Sultan
Qaboos Declaration Project on
United Human Values”, the nation
urged three basic principles to be
implemented in the world to make
the world a better place to live in.

Oman’s efforts in promoting a
culture of peace, understanding,
respect for and appreciation of
life, help people preserve their
identities and private lives, and
consolidating the values of
community partnership and social
values are truly reflected in the
draft Declaration.

“International relations and the
relations with each other is crucial
in maintaining a peaceful world
and the Sultanate has always stood
by this,” said Ali bin Khalfan al Jabri,
Under-Secretary of the Ministry of
Information for Information. The
initiative also aims at providing

«

International relations

and the relations with
each other is crucial in
maintaining a peaceful
world and the Sultanate
has always stood by this

ALI BIN KHALFAN AL

JABRI
Under-Secretary of the

Ministry of Information for Information

the necessary practical framework
for international cooperation,
empowering  human  beings
and societies, and raising living
standards to achieve their goals
and aspirations.

“This declarationisanimportant
initial step towards defining shared
beliefs and bridging cultural gaps,
as an essential element to peace,
security and development,” said
Mohammed bin Said al Mamari,

Under-Secretary at the Ministry of
Awqaf and Religious Affairs.

The second dimension is based
on adopting a global ethical order
that pushes people forward to
uniting their obligations and
efforts,  protecting  mankind
and earth, and achieving peace,
coexistence and understanding.

“Religious,  cultural ~ and
ideological differences do not
prevent, and are not an obstacle,
to believing in our existence
within common ground and
united values, whether they stem
from religious or non-religious
foundations. The third dimension
is about nurturing the spiritual
values of human beings through
reason, logic, philosophy and
theology”

Oman  will observe  the
International Day for Tolerance
(United Human Values) on
November 16. Various ministries,
including  the  Ministry  of
Information, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Ministry of Health are
joining together to observe the ITD.
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Another beautiful wilayat located
in the Governorate of Al Wusta is
the Wilayat of Al Jazir known for
its scenic beaches.

The Wilayat of Al Jazir
occupies a distinct position on
the coastal strip of Al Wusta
Governorate. Located on the
south coast of Al Wusta, in the
north is the Wilayat of Duqm,
while in the south is the Wilayat
of Shalim, which is part of the
Governorate of Dhofar, in the

west being Wilayat of Haima
and to the east is the Arabian
Sea. There are about 12 villages
in the wilayat with over 5,832
inhabitants.

Until 1970 AD, the inhabitants
of Al Jazir built dark caves where
they lived.

They were built from stones
without adhesives due to climatic
changes and storms.

When the blessed Renaissance
emerged under the wise

leadership of late His Majesty
Sultan Qaboos, modern houses
are common in the wilayat and
dark caves abandoned giving rise
to warehouses which are used to
store wastes.

There is also an administrative
and commercial complex
consisting of a group of shops
that provide for the needs of the
wilayat.

There are also schools that
are specialised in all primary,

preparatory and secondary levels.
The inhabitants practise a
range of crafts and industries
including manufacture of paddles,
fishing nets and animal skins.
Though barren rock deserts
dominate the governorate in
which the wilayat is situated,
Al Jazir is characterised by its
charming nature.
It is a coastal area with many
beaches. The wilayat is alike other
coastal wilayats of Al Wusta-

Al Dugm and Mahout with a
number of beaches.

The most important of which
is Al Lokbi. The distance between
Al Lokbi and Al Kahl is about 40
kilometres.

It encompasses spectacular
places including Rima, Wadi
Runeb and Al Khadra. Beaches of
the wilayat are reputed for pure
water such as the Madher beach.

These beaches have many
necessary services and residential

units with modern equipment.

The beaches stretch for vast
distances along the Arabian
Sea and are famous for their
cleanliness and purity.

This resulted in increase of
marine plants which give the
water its green colour. Many birds
fly past the area during migration.

The moderate climate,
influenced by the annual autumn
season in Dhofar, aids growth of a
variety of plants.

Omantel a key partner with NBC in
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Muscat, Nov 10, 2020 - Omantel, the leading
national provider of integrated telecommunications
services in Oman, has announced its  key
contribution to the "Innovation Idea” program in
a bid to enable youth to invest and discuss their
ideas for the secand successive year. The program
is Implemented in partnership with the National
Business Centre (NBC), which is under the umbrelia
of the Public Establishment for Industrial Estates
= Madayn, and Global Retail Company (GRC) as
part of OM.HUB entrepreneurship platform. A
large number of youngsters are taking part in the
program in order to crystallize their ideas and turn
them into ofganized business projects that are
viable,

This year’s outcome is three youth projects,
the first titledMuslehowned by Hamad bin Ali Al-
Mahrougi, a2 smart application to provide home
maintenance services in  plumbing, electrical
fallures, and maintenance of air conditioners by
experienced and highly skilled Omani technicians,
Yasmine Bint Hamdan Al Shagsl came second with
an Innovative drive-through shopping project
that allows shopping comfartably and efficiently
through the car without the need to stepping off. In
the third place, the announced winner is Imanbint
Mohammed Al Hashimi for the idea of establishing
a recruitment platform offering part-time necessary
domestic and cleaning services and answering
various reguests to contnibute to the provision of
job opportunities for job seekers,

“At Omantel, we believe in the youth to do their
role and bear their responsibilities in this society”
saidlaila Al Wahaibi, Manager of Corporate Social
Responsibility at Omantel."Omantel, as part of
its CSR program, always invest in the youth and
help them enhance their capabilities to maximize
their contribution to the welfare of their society.
The ‘ldeation Program’ In partnership with the
Mational Business Centre (NBC), which is affiliated

to the Public Establishment for Industrial Estates
- Madayn and Global Retail Company [GRC) as
part of OM.HUB entrepreneurship platformseeks
to provide young entrepreneurs with a healthy
business environment that can promote and
enhance their creativity. This will provide many
business opportunities and open new horizons,
which will generate many knowledge-based ideas.
It will also help in promoting digitalization and
knowledge-based society.”

She also added “We also believe that when
these |(deas are provided with a conducive
environment, they can be easily turned Into viable
projects that can be later developed and nurtured.
We are delighted with the ideas we received in the

programthis year and those evaluated and well
coached. Three best Ideasarechosentoworkon
and support to be transformed into real projects.
Qur support to the program is part of Omantel's
strategy to supporting Omani youth to reach new
levels, and provide them with the healthy milieu
that can promote their talents and maximize their
contribution to our society.”

Rashid bin Hamad Al Alawi, Director of Businass
Development Department and National Business
Center, stressed the importance of the program
in promoting youth capabilities by hosting new
creative ideas to prepare a business plan that
helped ideas’ owners to implement their projects
"This will be done through several of e-training

workshops using the available technology” he
said. “The ‘Ideation Programaspires to support
these creative ideas and help to shape business
plans that allow the participants to establish their
projects. The program comprises Intensive remote
training workshops to stimulate creativity and
innovation, focusing on the significance of planning
and preparing market research, highlighting how to
attract new investments, and conducting individual
remote mentoring sessions for each participant
to develop their ideas through effective methods.
Therefore, our partnership with Omantel was
inevitable due to the company's role in leading the
digital transformation in Oman.”

The “ldeation Program” comes in a bid to
activate the entrepreneurship platform OM.HUB
and open new visions and opportunities to start
their ventures. The program also seeks to help
the government in its initiatives to promote the
entrepreneurship sector, which is one of the

promising sectors in the Sultanate. The program also
endeavors to generate knowledge, innovation and,
Fourth Industrial Revalution-based ideas to help
our society keep pace with modern technologies
and development,

Commenting on the ideas generated by the
program, Hamad bin All bin Hamad Al-Mahrougi,
winner of the first place, sald: "Belleving young
entrepreneurs ideas’ and organizing such special
programs that take care of them is the most
significantcatalyst to take advantage of the
potential of young entrepreneurs and motivate
them to employ them realistically and contribute
to the opening of broad horizons refined from
our esperiences at an early age, and the most
significantincentive is the support of large natianal
companies and institutions such as Omantel,
Madan and the National Business Center, and we
should take advantage of these opportunities and
get off the go™

Imanbint Mohammed Al Hashmi, winner
of the third place on the idea of establishing a
partial employment platfarm to provide necessary
domestic services, said: “This initiative is a step
in the early stages to motivate the owners of
Ideas to submit their projects and present them
for evaluation and discussion along with a wide
range of different ideas besides the accompanying
discussions and training programs that enhance the
jdea, and | am grateful to be ane of the dozens of
young people who managed to pass the first stage,
a phase that has reduced a |ot of effort to the next
work to implement the project.”

It's worth mentioning, OMHUB platform s
a center that contains all the needs to organize
and launch entrepreneur’s support programs at
various stages of start-ups, from developing ideas
to leading projects to accelerating the growth of
existing companies
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RHRC TO ORGANISE 4TH HORSE RACE ON NOV 12

BARKA: The Royal
Horse Racing Club
(RHRC) will
organise on
November 12,
Thursday the fourth
horse race at Al
Rahba Racecourse
as part of the
current horse
racing season. The
race will include 8
rounds, 6 of which

Oman celebrates 20 years
of WTO membership

MUSCAT: The Sultanate on
Monday joined the regional and

international ~ community  in
celebrating 20 years of Omans
membership to the World Trade

will be dedicated
for pure Arabian
horses, and 2

Organisation (WTO). ' . trﬁclj?:usgfﬁkr)red
The event, held via video- horses. - ONA

conferencing, explored the

experience, achievements and

challenges witnessed by the

Sultanate over the past period.

Qais bin Mohammed al Yousuf,
Minister of Commerce, Industry
and Investment Promotion, said
during the session that Oman’s
joining the WTO reinforced the
principles on which its modern
renaissance ~ was  established,
including an economic policy that
is open to trade liberalization.

Over the past 20 years, the
Sultanate has maintained respect
to the basics of a multilateral trade
system represented by the WTO,
he said.

Al Yousuf explained that the
WTO  membership  brought
about positive gains to the
Omani national economy. The

future strategy Oman Vision 2040
where economic diversification
constitutes a basic pillar, Al Yousuf
added.

practices harmful to international
trade, Al Yousuf said.

The Sultanate officially joined
the WTO on November 9, 2000.

A leading company in EPC is looking for suitable candidates for following positions.
Last Date: After two weeks from the date of publishing

Email ID: shareyourcvhere@gmail.com

Position

PROJECT
MANAGER IN
RO WATER
TEATMENT

No. of
Vacancies

Experience and Qualification

Well educated minimum with Bsc in mechanical / Electrical education.

Has a wide experience in Reverse Osmosis desalination plants with open intake system and large
capacities > 5000 m*/d.

Has good experience in dealing with different trouble shooting and positively acting with
emergency situations (has proactive culture and decision maker).

Has good management skills and leadership skills to optimize the available resources in the
project.

Has a good communication skills with different stakeholders and client.

Overall years of experience should be not less than (15 years) and in RO-plants specifically
(10 years).

Has a very good English (oral, writing, reading).

Preferred the candidates whose having GCC experiences.

Experience (5-10) years at the field of electrical installations at RO & STP plants and has minimum

government adapted itself to these Membership to the WTO  Royal Decree No 112/2000, issued ““l“"ﬁj‘h"“‘;’“ ']‘Zf“]!“f""“B: o el
. . . . . vell educated minimum with bBsc in Electrical education.
obligations through the enactment ~ contributed to the entry of  onNovember 15,2000, ratified the ELECTRICAL +  Has good communication skills a:nd Ry =

of legislations conforming to
WTO agreements, even as the
country has been bracing for its

Omani exports to markets of 164
members of the WTO. It also
helped apply the law on combating

Sultanate’s joining the WTO, thus
making it the 139th member of the
international organisation.

Oman, Dutch trade meeting held

TECHNICIAN
IN RO PLANT

Has experience in electrical installations at Reverse Osmosis desalination plants and sewage
treatment plants ( electrical installations, PLC , instrumentation devices , control circuits , VFD ,
earthing system, generator, transformer, power and control cables,...etc).

Has a very good English (oral, writing, reading).

Preferred the candidates whose having GCC experiences.

QA/QC
ENGINEER

Min 2 to 3 years experience in Fabrication Field.

Should have certified course Level 2 or Level 3,

Should be BE Mechanical Engineer.

Should have experience in QA/QC in the field of Steel structural, Piping & Equipment .

Should have Knowledge of Preparing QA/QC Reports.

Should have good Communication skills with client and to solve the technical issues in drawings.

Min 3 to 6 Experience in Gulf ,Should knowledge in Piping & Steel Structural works.

MUSCAT:  The first z,:m:" Should have Knowledge in GA & Fabrication Drawings .
investment and FABRICATOR Should work individually and follow his senior staff advice .
trade meeting 2020 Capable of controlling the workforce in the workshop.

between the Sultanate
and Kingdom of the
Netherlands was held
on Monday under the
patronage of Aseela bint
Salem al Samsami.

The virtual meeting

Capable to work in Workshop and sometimes in Site .

Min 4 to § years Experience in Gulf and should have knowledge of Transformer Tanks and tank
works.

Should follow company policy and senior advice as per Project targets.

Should have knowledge in drawings and complete the work in Fast track and maintain the
Quality as per Client requirement.

TIG/ARC
WELDER

Should have experience in Gulf at least 2 to 6 years.

Skillful in Piping Work like MS,CS,SS and other works .

Should have good skill to follow the Quality of Job and complete the work as per the target dates.
Behaviour and follower of company policy should maintain accordingly.

included  Omani and Should have good skillful in Grinding work,Gas Cutting and helping works with Fabricators/
Dutch companies. Welders.
The meeting Should have experience in India /Any GCC Min 2 to 4 years experience.

discussed many trade
and economic topics,

Should be skill in all works internal & External grinding of MS & §S Materials.

Should have knowledge in erection of steel structural works and Equipment erection works .
Min 2 to 8 years in Gulf/India.
Capable to work in any height and should have knowledge in erection drawings.

such as cooperation in
the field fP icultu ERECTOR Capable to maintain the target dates and to give clear instruction to the team members regarding
€ hields ol agric 1€, working in height with safety.
fish, logistics, Should follow HSE Policy for the working heights.
machinery, pest control, :::;l::-: :'T ‘S:L‘I:.T]::‘rr;irlt:ln\gﬂiigmli::;a\tldms, and other MS, SS Works
C G . P i L I, : il oy D .
and Ot}%er related ﬁel_ds' ARCH/MI Should have Knowledge in Welding Symbols and follow QC Procedure during execution and
During the meeting, 2 ‘, - WELDERS finish of products.
representatives of & . ‘:P‘jm & M. ‘ 4 Sy ‘_.;l As per client target to complete within the target time and maintain the quality of workmanship.
the Omani and a e w . ~ Should have Rigger certificates for the working height.
. g RIGGERS Should have experience in Gulf/Indian with 3 to 8 years experience,
Dutch companies A N a m aa P 0 u It ry C 0 . S i A o O L C Should have Basic knnf\'ledge in Ri.gger Sigf_}a]s.
exchanged talks on Should follow HSE Policy as per client requirements.

joint cooperation and
reviewed activities
of their companies.
Both sides expressed
keenness to intensify

ANNOUNCEMENT
PURCHASING OR LEASING HEAVY EQUIPMENTS

A’ Namaa Poultry Company SAOC invites all companies dealing in Purchasing

Lathe-ss

LATHE
OPERATOR

Min 1 to 5 years experience in Lathe Turner in india/Gulf.

Should have good knowledge in machine drawings.

Skillful in Lathe turner and any type of machining works.

To be Good behaviour and character in the work area.

Should follow company instruction,if no work in lathe and should do any type of work allocated
in the workshop temporarilv.

Should have skillful in blasting of Steel Grit/Copperslag materials.

i ; : Sy Should have experience min 3 to § years in the Gulf.
; 3 : }
trade excha}nge and or Ieiismg hea‘f:\ equipment’s and 1ntere§ted to participate in the teml_er for Pur- RAeTEn Shiould have kaowledge In changing spire parts i blasting chisis.
Create Investment chasing or leasing this type of heavy equipment, apply as per the details follows: Should have Knowledge in Maintenance in compressor and blasting machine during breakdown
opportunities. of machines.
The meeting ~ was SR Tender Details Tender No. Should have knowledge in Blasting grits usages.
attended by Shaikh Dr Should have knowledge in Spray painting works in Steel structural,Piping & Equipment parts.
. : : Should have experience in Gulf - Min 3 to 10 years.
Abdullah  bin  Salem 1 Purchasing tO!‘ lBﬂSl,llg heavy ANP/LD/030/2020 Sp-ss BERAY Should have knowledge in maintenance of Spray painting machines during breakdown.
al Harthy, Sultanate’s equipment’s PAINTER Should follow Quality of work and maintain the Painting Specification and thickness as per
ambassador to  The Quality requirements.
Hague,  Laetitia van 1- Obtaining the conditions of the tender from the Procurement Com- Cable- |CABLE Raychem certificate.

Asch, ambassador of
the Kingdom of the
Netherlands to  the
Sultanate, Redha bin
Juma al Salih, Chairman
of Oman Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(OCCI), and Salim
Rabbani, Chairman of
the Netherlands - Middle
East Business Council. It
wasalsoattended by CEOs
and officials of Omani

mittee at the company’s headquarters at the following address: Al
Nahda Towers 2, Floor 7, Office No. 9, during working hours from
8:30 a.m. to 03:00 p.m., before 19" Nov 2020 for a fee of OMR 500.
which is non-refundable for each tender.

2- Submitting bids in sealed envelope with the tender numbers and
name written on it.

3- Attach the offers with the commercial registration details of the
applicant.

The last date for receiving Bids is 3" Dec 2020.

A’ Namaa Poultry reserves the right to accept or reject any or all offers
without giving any reasons.

Suppliers will be notified after the screening process according to the

PP

JOINTER

Experience: - 5-10 years.

Ass-PP

ASSEMBLER /
TANKER

Qualification:- ITI Experience: - 5-10 years.

SE-PP

STATION
ENGINEER

Cummins, Caterpillar, MBS or KHD.
Qualification:- Bachelor in Mech. Engineer Experience: - 8-10 years.

CE-PP

CIVIL
ENGINEER

Qualification:- Bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering or related field.
Primary substation.
Experience: - 7-10 years.

EE-PP

ELECTRICAL
ENGINEER

Qualification:- Bachelor in Electrical . Engineer Experience: - 7-10 years.
Primary substation,

Available vocational Degree in Electrical or Mechanical with at least 10-15 years experience in
service and maintenance field of electromechanical works.

Experience in managing workshops and daily progress of the team.

Experience in motors/Alternators/Stators/Exciters maintenance and rewinding works.

S SERVICE Following running agreements and clients requirements on time.
and Dutch companies, as COMPANY'S Stonv ards: SUPERVISOR g?;’;f:s’:; a&iﬁ:f 1::2:::::){::1'1:}:}};2::;[1 ﬁﬁzjslse,cst:]ijc?lewibk RESSEEE
well as representatives of In case of any queries or further clarification on the process, Operation and Maintenance of incinerators including refractory repairing /bricks works for
the government sector. please contact Logistics Department (Phone: +968 22504468: incinerators and boilers. _
— ONA Email: info @anamaa.com) during office hours Control the site daily activities and manpower and prepare the daily work plan for the teams to

meet the project schedule.
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AMMAN: Jordanians went to the
polls on Tuesday to vote for a new
parliament, even as the kingdom
struggles to contain an outbreak
of the novel coronavirus.

More than 4.6 million
people are registered to elect
the 130-member House of
Representatives.

Voter Rehab Mostafa, 60, said
she is worried about the surge in
daily infections in recent weeks,
but was encouraged by rules
imposed by the authorities.

“T am worried, but everything
is organized here’, the mother of
10 told dpa after casting her ballot
in eastern Amman.

The Independent Election
Commission  has  introduced
precautions to ensure social-
distancing and prevent
overcrowding.

Face masks are required for
voters if they want to enter polling
stations. Each person is to be
given gloves and a pen.

Voters’ identifications are being
scanned electronically. Individuals
no longer dip their fingers in ink,
the usual measure to prevent
people from casting multiple

ballots. Instead, officials mark
voters’ fingers using a dropper.

“Itis going smoothly, everybody
is wearing face masks and officials
are ensuring physical distancing
inside”, Bashir Nabil, a 26-year-old
engineer, said.

Observers expected turnout to
be low amid widespread criticism
of the government’s handling of
the pandemic and apathy to the
political process.

Some are angry that the polls
were not postponed, given the
kingdom has imposed frequent
weekend lockdowns, extended
a night-time curfew and closed
schools and some business
activities. Nabil said he hopes the
lawmakers in the new parliament
will work to eradicate corruption
in particular.

“I hope they at least try to
implement parts of their electoral
programmes, because the problem
is that many only repeat slogans,
so I hope the ones I voted for are
responsible”, Nabil added.

Prime Minister Bisher al
Khasawneh praised “the smooth
process” after casting his ballot in
the city of Aydoun.

1 2020

A woman gets her finger stained after casting her vote in Amman. — AFP

“The pandemic is an additional
challenge to the election
commission’s work organising and
supervising impartial, transparent

and free elections”, Al Khasaweneh
told reporters.

“We hope this experience
produces a parliament that can

meet the aspirations of the people
and the country’s leader’, he
added, referring to King Abdallah.

The next parliament is

expected to face public anger
related to several issues, including
the economic repercussion of
the coronavirus, evidenced by
a soaring unemployment rate
that stood at 23 per cent in the
second quarter. Jordan’s economy
is expected to contract by 3.7 per
cent this year, according to the
International Monetary Fund.

It will also be expected to
respond to the regional changes
expected after the US-brokered
normalisation  deals between
Israel and Bahrain and the United
Arab Emirates. Jordan hosts 2.3
million Palestinian refugees.

There are 294 lists this year,
which include more than 1,600
candidates vying for seats in 23
electoral districts.

A four-day lockdown will
begin later on Tuesday, after
which people will not be allowed
to leave their houses, to prevent
large gatherings and celebrations
by the winning candidates.

Jordan has recorded more than
110,000 coronavirus infections
and 1,295 people have died of the
virus, 98 per cent of them during
the past two months. — AFP

Lebanon back in lockdown
over coronavirus uptick

BEIRUT: Lebanon’s
prime minister

caretaker
on Tuesday

VR e

QR gl O —

announced a fresh two-week
lockdown to stem the spread of
coronavirus despite a grinding
economic crisis that has already
battered businesses.

“We've reached a stage of
critical danger as private and
public hospitals dont have the
capacity to receive severe cases,
Hassan Diab said in a televised
address.

Y1 g g .y

The Palestinian national flag flies at half mast in the centre of the West Bank city of Hebron on Tuesday. — AFP

Palestinians mourn Erekat

He said the lockdown, with :”..:,
limited exemptions, would go o
RAMALLAH: Palestinian President Mahmud Abbas. He  brother and friend, the great into force from Saturday until ia
President =~ Mahmud  Abbas served as the secretary general fighter, Doctor Saeb Erekat, November 30. Lebanon will impose a nationwide lockdown between November 14 and 30 due
declared a three-day mourning  of the executive committee  represents a great loss for The outgoing premier, who  toan alarming surge in the number of COVID-19 infections. — AFP
period following the death of  of the Palestinian Liberation Palestine and our people, and stepped down in the wake of a
top official Saeb Erekat, 65, on Organization (PLO). we feel deeply saddened by his devastating August 4 explosion at more than 95,000 COVID-19 But Diab on Tuesday said
Tuesday. As his condition deteriorated, loss, especially in light of these Beirut’s port, said some industries cases, including 732 deaths since the blast at Beirut’s port had led
Erekat died following  Erekat was transferred from his difficult circumstances facing will be excluded from restrictions. February. Lebanon to “lose control” over its
complications related to  West Bank home town of Jericho ~ the Palestinian cause’, said the The health sector and other The number of new cases  COVID-19 outbreak.
COVID-19, after contracting the ~ to Hadassah Medical Centre in  president. vital industries would also be  soared last week with the daily The explosion killed more

virus last month.

He had chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease (COPD) and
a lung transplant in the US in
2017.

Erekat was one of the most
visible Palestinian officials on
the world stage and a top aide to

ANKARA

Jerusalem in mid-October.

The Jerusalem hospital said in
a statement that Erekat had died
in the intensive care unit.

Palestinian flags will be flown
at half-mast in honour of Erekat,
Abbas said.

“The  departure of our

New finance chief vows ‘market-friendly’ course

Turkey’s new Finance Minister
Lutfi Elvan pledged on Tuesday
to pursue “market-friendly”
policies and rein in inflation
after taking over from President
Recept Tayyip Edrogan’s son-in-
law.

Elvans comments came less
than a day after Erdogan stunned
the markets and some top officials
by accepting the resignation of
Berat Albayrak — the husband
of the presidents elder daughter
Esra — and replacing the
beleaguered head of the central

bank.
The unexpected shakeup
helped the Turkish lira on

Monday gain more than five
percent against the dollar after
losing nearly a third of its value
since the start of the year.

Abbas remembered Erekat as
a “patriotic leader and the great
fighter who played a big role in
raising the banner of Palestine
high and defending the rights
of our people and their national
constants in all international
forums” — dpa

DAMASCUS

allowed to operate, he said,
without providing details.

The airport too will remain
media cited

open, Lebanese
the Higher Defence Council as

saying.

Lebanon, a country of six
recorded

million people has

EU shuns Russian-backed refugee talks

The European Union will not
take part in a Russian-backed
conference organised by Syria’s
President Bashar al Assad to
promote the return of refugees,
the EU’s top diplomat said on
Tuesday.

More than half of Syria’s pop-
ulation have fled their homes
since civil war erupted in 2011,
and some 5.5 million are shel-
tering abroad, mainly in Turkey,
Lebanon and Jordan.

But Assad’s forces now hold
70 per cent of the country and

he wants to hold a two-day
conference in Damascus from
Wednesday on bringing Syr-
ians home. Russias President
Vladimir Putin has backed the
idea.

virus tally hitting unprecedented
highs several days in a row.

A first country-wide lockdown
imposed in March was effective in
stemming the spread of the virus,
and restrictions were gradually
lifted as summer beckoned
people outdoors.

TEHRAN

than 200 people, wounded at least
6,500 others and overwhelmed
hospitals in Beirut.

The World Health
Organization said at the end
of October that 88 per cent of
Lebanon’s 306 intensive care beds
were occupied. — AFP

100,000 coronavirus tests per day

Iran plans to more than double
the number of coronavirus tests
it carries out daily to 100,000,
Health Minister Saeed Namaki
said on Tuesday, as the total
number of detected cases sur-
passed 700,000 in the Middle
East’s worst-affected country.
Both the daily death toll and
the number of new cases were
near record highs. Ministry
spokeswoman Sima Sadat Lari
told state TV that 453 people had
died from COVID-19 in the past
24 hours, pushing the death toll to

39,202. She said 10,339 new cases
were detected, lifting the total
tally to 703,288. “Tests have now
increased from 25,000 to 40,000
per day and will soon increase to
100,000 with... rapid tests”, said
Namaki, quoted by the state news
agency IRNA.
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VIRTUAL PREP
MEETINGS FOR ASEAN
SUMMIT OPEN

Vietnamese Foreign Minister
Pham Binh Minh on Tuesday
chaired informal ASEAN
ministerial meetings to prepare
for the 37th ASEAN Summit
and related meetings, scheduled
to take place online from
Thursday to Sunday.

The leaders from 10
member states, the ASEAN
secretary-general, the United
Nations secretary-general and
the managing director of the
International Monetary Fund
will attend the virtual summit.
Initially Vietnam had tried to
convince leaders to meet in
person in Da nang, but a virtual
format was eventually agreed on.

B BANGKOK

PANDEMIC RESULTS IN
MILLIONS OF NEW WEB

Coronavirus-related curbs have
led to a spike in first-time
Internet users across six South-
East Asian countries, according
to a Google report published on
Tuesday.

Forty million people went
online for the first time in 2020,
according to the report, which
covered Indonesia, Malaysia, the
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand
and Vietnam.

This year’s net
novices made up almost
one-third of the region’s 140
million new users since 2015
and amounted to four times as
many as in 2019. The report,
co-authored by Temasek and
Bain and Company, said that
the novel coronavirus pandemic
resulted in “big shifts” in
Internet use “across the region”

B NEW DELHI

AIR QUALITY PLUNGES
TO WORST LEVEL

Air quality in India’s capital
deteriorated to its worst this
year on Tuesday prompting a
social media barrage of residents
complaining about stinging eyes,
sore throat and breathlessness
in the middle of the coronavirus
pandemic.

Delhi’s overall air quality
index, which measures
pollutants including PM2.5
particles, rose to 488, its highest
level in a year, according to
government data.

That was up from 477 on
a scale of 500 on Monday.

The data showed the deadly
particulate matter PM2.5, which
can cause cardiovascular and
respiratory diseases such as lung
cancer, also reached its highest
levels since November 2019 and
stood 30 times over the World
Health Organization’ safe limit.

China’s remote glaciers
melting at ‘shocking’ pace

QILIAN MOUNTAINS: Glaciers
in China’s bleak Qilian mountains
are disappearing at a shocking
rate as global warming brings
unpredictable change and raises
the prospect of crippling, long-
term water shortages, scientists
say.

The largest glacier in the 800-
km mountain chain on the arid
northeastern edge of the Tibetan
plateau has retreated about 450
metres since the 1950s, when
researchers set up China’s first
monitoring station to study it.

The  20-square  kilometre
glacier, known as Laohugou No
12, is criss-crossed by rivulets of
water down its craggy, grit-blown
surface. It has shrunk by about
7 per cent since measurements
began, with melting accelerating
in recent years, scientists say.

Equally alarming is the loss of
thickness, with about 13 metres of
ice disappearing as temperatures
have risen, said Qin Xiang, the
director at the monitoring station.

“The speed that this glacier
has been shrinking is really
shocking,” Qin said on a recent
visit to the spartan station in a
frozen, treeless world, where he
and a small team of researchers
track the changes.

The Tibetan plateau is known
as the worlds Third Pole for
the amount of ice long locked
in the high-altitude wilderness.
But since the 1950s, average
temperatures in the area have

Meltwater flows over the Laohugou No 12 glacier in the Qilian mountains. — Reuters

risen about 1.5 degrees Celsius,
Qin said, and with no sign of an
end to warming, the outlook is
grim for the 2,684 glaciers in the
Qilian range.

Across the mountains, glacier
retreat was 50 per cent faster in
1990-2010 than it was from 1956
to 1990, data from the China
Academy of Sciences shows.

“When I first came here in
2005, the glacier was around
that point there where the river
bends,” Qin said, pointing to
where the rock-strewn slopes of

Pandemic fuels sharp
increase in suicides

TOKYO: The number of suicides
in Japan rose in October for the
fourth month in a row to the
highest level in more than five
years, data showed on Tuesday,
a trend activists have blamed
on the economic impact of
the coronavirus, on women in
particular.

According to preliminary
police data, the total number of
suicides for October was 2,153,
an increase of more than 300
from the previous month and
the highest monthly tally since
May 2015. Of October’s cases,
851 were women, a rise of 82.6
per cent over the same month in
2019. The number of suicides by
men rose 21.3 per cent.

Cases of suicide had been
falling steadily until July but then
the economic impact of the novel
coronavirus outbreak hit home
and the numbers started rising,
activists say.

B

Women, who are more
likely to be in non-permanent
employment in the retail or
service industries, have been
disproportionately affected by
job losses.

Through the ages in Japan,
suicide has been a way to avoid
shame or dishonour. For many
years  getting  psychological
help was stigmatised and Japan
has the grim distinction of the
highest suicide rate among G7
countries.

But when suicides hit a peak
of 34,427 in 2003, alarmed
policymakers drew up a compre-
hensive prevention programme
launched in 2007.

Through a combination of
government and corporate ef-
forts that included identifying
at-risk groups, capping overtime
and making it easier to get coun-
selling, suicides decreased to just
over 20,000 last year.

Machiko Nakayama, Director of the Tokyo Befrienders call centre, a
Tokyo's suicide hotline centre, and a volunteer handle an incoming

call at the centre. — Reuters

the Laohugou valley channel the
winding river to lower ground.

The flow of water in a stream
near the terminus of the Laohugou
No 12 runoff is about double
what it was 60 years ago, Qin
said. Further downstream, near
Dunhuang, once a major junction
on the ancient Silk Road, water
flowing out of the mountains has
formed a lake in the desert for the
first time in 300 years, state media
reported.

Global warming is also blamed
for changes in the weather that

have brought other unpredictable
conditions. Snowfall and rain
has at times been much less
than normal, so even though the
melting glaciers have brought
more runoff, farmers downstream
can still face water shortages for
their crops of onions and corn
and for their animals.

Large sections of the Shuleriver,
on the outskirts of Dunhuang,
were either dry or reduced to
murky patches of pool, isolated in
desert scrub when Reuters visited
in September. — Reuters

m INDIA FACTORY FIRES

Demonstrators march in Bangkok.

— Reuters

Thai PM
urges calm

BANGKOK: Thai Premier
Prayut Chan-O-Cha urged
calm from all sides on Tuesday
as tensions rise between groups
of protesters calling for reforms.

The kingdom has for months
seen massive demonstrations
led by student leaders calling
for democratic reforms, with
some bolder figures issuing
challenges to the government.

Prayut — whose removal
from office is one of the
key  demands
— said on Tuesday all sides
are entitled to “express their
opinions” — as long as it is
within the law.

“A confrontation is not the
way to solve a problem,” he said
after a cabinet meeting.

“I urge all sides to refrain
from clashing and from
breaking the law so excessively
whereby the authorities would
have to use every measure to
enforce the law”

Prayuts call comes two
days after police deployed
water cannon as a “warning”
against protesters attempting
to deliver letters to King Maha
Vajiralongkorn.

It was only the second time
such tactics were used.

movement’s

— AFP

Firefighters try to control a blaze caught in a chemical factory in Kolkata on Tuesday. A massive fire was also reported earlier
in the day at a chemical factory near Bangalore. - AFP

Woman cop blinded for getting a job

KABUL: The last thing 33-year-
old Khatera saw were the three
men on a motorcycle who
attacked her just after she left
her job at a police station in
Afghanistan’s central Ghazni
province, shooting at her and
stabbing her with a knife in the
eyes.

Waking wup in hospital,
everything was dark. “I asked
the doctors, why I cant see
anything? They told me that my

eyes are still bandaged because of

the wounds. But at that moment,
I knew my eyes had been taken
from me,” she said.

Sheandlocal authoritiesblame
the attack on Taliban militants —

who deny involvement — and say
the assailants acted on a tip-off

from her father who vehemently
opposed her working outside the

home.

For Khatera, the attack caused
not just the loss of her sight
but the loss of a dream she had
battled to achieve — to have an
independent career.

She joined the Ghazni police
as an officer in its crime branch
a few months ago. “T wish I had
served in police at least a year.

If this had happened to me after
that, it would have been less
painful. It happened too soon...
I only got to work and live my
dream for three months,” she
said.

The attack on Khatera, who
only uses one name, is indicative
of a growing trend, human rights
activists say, of an intense and
often violent backlash against
women taking jobs, especially
in public roles. In Khatera’s case,
being a police officer could have
also angered the Taliban.

The rights activists believe
a mix of  Afghanistan’s
conservative social norms and
an emboldened Taliban gaining
influence while the United
States withdraws its troops
from the country is driving the
escalation. — Reuters
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Trump mounts legal assault as
Barr OKs vote fraud probes

WASHINGTON/WILMING-
TON: President Donald Trump
will push ahead on Tuesday with
longshot legal challenges to his
loss to Democratic President-elect
Joe Biden in last weeKk’s election,
as Republican officials at the state
and federal level lined up behind
him.

Pennsylvania Republican state
lawmakers plan to call for an au-
dit of the results in the state that
gave Biden enough electoral votes
to win, the day after US Attorney
General William Barr told federal
prosecutors to look into “substan-
tial” allegations of irregularities.

Trump for months before the
election made repeated claims
without providing evidence that
results would be marred by fraud
and has kept up those unfounded
allegations over the past week.
Judges have tossed out lawsuits
in Michigan and Georgia, and ex-
perts say Trump’s legal efforts have
little chance of changing the elec-
tion result.

But Congress’s top Republican,
Senate Majority Leader Mitch Mc-
Connell, lined up behind Trump,
saying that he was “100 per cent
within his rights to look into al-
legations of irregularities,” without
citing any evidence.

The dispute is slowing Biden's
work in preparing for the work of
governing, as a Trump appointee
who heads the office charged with
recognising election results has
not yet done so. Biden on Satur-
day secured the more than the
270 votes in the Electoral College
needed to win the presidency.

He also led Trump in the popu-
lar vote by 4.6 million votes on
Tuesday as states continued to
count the remaining ballots.

=
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Supporters of US President Donald Trump gather at a ‘Stop the Steal’ protest in Phoenix. — Reuters

As Biden begins work on his
transition, his team is considering
legal action over a federal agency’s
delay in recognising his victory
over Trump. The General Serv-
ices Administration normally rec-
ognises a presidential candidate
when it becomes clear who has
won so a transition of power can
begin. But that has not yet hap-
pened and the law does not spell
out when the GSA must act. GSA
Administrator Emily Murphy, ap-
pointed by Trump in 2017, has not
yet determined that “a winner is
clear;” a spokeswoman said.

BARR MOVE PROMPTS RES-
IGNATION

Barr’s directive to prosecutors
prompted the top lawyer oversee-
ing voter fraud investigations to
resign in protest. Barr told prose-

cutors that “fanciful or far-fetched
claims” should not be a basis for
investigation and his letter did not
indicate the Justice Department
had uncovered voting irregulari-
ties affecting the outcome of the
election.

But he did say he was author-
ising prosecutors to “pursue sub-
stantial allegations” of irregulari-
ties of voting and the counting of
ballots. Richard Pilger, who for
years has served as director of the
Election Crimes Branch, said in
an internal email he was resigning
from his post after he read “the
new policy and its ramifications”.

The previous Justice Depart-
ment policy, designed to avoid
interjecting the federal govern-
ment into election campaigns, had
discouraged overt investigations

“until the election in question has
been concluded, its results certi-
fied, and all recounts and election
contests concluded”

Biden’s campaign said Barr was
fueling Trumpss far-fetched allega-
tions of fraud. “Those are the very
kind of claims that the president
and his lawyers are making un-
successfully everyday, as their law-
suits are laughed out of one court
after another,” said Bob Bauer, a
senior adviser to Biden.

One of Barrs predecessors
as attorney general, Republican
Alberto Gonzales, told CNN
on Tuesday the timing of Barr’s
memo was “very, very unfortu-
nate” because it contributes to the
perception that the Justice De-
partment was being used for po-
litical purposes. — Reuters

Hurricane

PARIS: This years hurricane
season has seen a record 29
named tropical storms wreak
havoc across the southeastern
United States, the Caribbean and
Central America, experts said on
Tuesday.

The cyclonic storms, which
are given named status in the
Atlantic when their wind speeds
exceed 62 kilometres per hour,
have already displaced thousands
and caused close to $20 billion of
damage.

The US National Hurricane
Center tweeted that tropical
storm Theta had become the 29th
event to be named this season,

COPENHAGEN

A man walks along a street after the passage of hurricane Eta. — AFP

Legal bungle behind mink virus cull

Danish Prime Minister Mette
Frederiksen  apologised  on
Tuesday and admitted there was
no legal basis for a mass mink
cull after a mutated version of
the coronavirus was found in the
animals.

Some farmers with healthy
mink stocks had protested
against the ordered nationwide
slaughter, saying there was no
legal foundation for them to kill
the carnivorous mammals.

Denmark was the worlds
biggest exporter of mink fur,

with an estimated 15-17 million
minks.

“Even if we were in a rush, it
should have been completely
clear to us that new legislation
was required, and it was not. I
apologise for that,” Frederiksen
told parliament.

LONDON

season breaks named storm record

beating the previous record of
28 in 2005 — the year Hurricane
Katrina devastated New Orleans.

The NHC was even forced to
switch to the Greek alphabet after
2020’s storms exhausted its list of
Latin names.

Experts said climate change
was helping to increase ocean
temperatures, rendering the
cyclones more powerful.

They said 2020’s increase in
named storms could also be
connected to a regional reduction
in air pollution over the central
Atlantic since the 1980s, as well
as the La Nina weather cycle.

— AFP

Belarus diplomats expelled in retaliatory move

The UK on Tuesday expelled two Belarusian diplomats “in response to

the unjustified expulsion”

of its two diplomats by Minsk on Monday,

British Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab announced.
“We have sent a clear message today to Lukashenkos regime that
their unjustified expulsion of British diplomats has consequences,” he

said in a statement.

“The UK will continue to hold the Belarusian authorities to account
for the rigged election in August and their ongoing use of violence to

suppress the Belarusian people”

Belarus declared two senior British diplomats “persona non grata,”
a foreign ministry spokesman said on television on Monday, citing the
“destructive nature” of their activities.

Shortly after the move, Britain labelled the expulsions “totally
unjustified” and accused de facto President Alexander Lukashenko of
bullying those contesting his controversial re-election.
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Expert sees multiple
VIrus vaccines
early next year

LONDON: A leading
scientific adviser to the British
government said on Tuesday
he expects several coronavirus
vaccines to have been approved
by early 2021, allowing life to
begin to return to normal.

John Bell, professor of
medicine at Oxford University,
told lawmakers that Monday’s
announcement by uUs
pharmaceutical giant Pfizer
that its vaccine candidate was
effective in treating patients was
likely just the start.

Bel, a member of the
government’s Scientific Advisory
Group for Emergencies (SAGE)
said the news signalled other
leading potential vaccines in
late-stage trials could prove
similarly effective.

“I wouldn’t be surprised if
we hit the new year with two
or three vaccines all of which
could be distributed,” he told a
parliamentary hearing.

“'m quite optimistic of
getting enough vaccinations
done in the first quarter of next
year that by spring things will
start to look much more normal
than they do now”

Bell added he believed there
was a 70 to 80 per cent chance of
that scenario unfolding.

Pfizer said tests of its vaccine
developed with German partner
BioNTech involving more than
40,000 people had been 90 per
cent effective and was a “critical
milestone” in the bid to counter
the virus.

It is one of 10 in late-stage
trials around the world, which
have so far shown promising
results.

The British government has

ABIDJAN

Pfizer said tests of its
vaccine developed
with German partner
BioNTech involving
more than 40,000
people had been
90 per cent effective

reserved 40 million doses of the
drug, which Bell expects could
receive regulatory approval
within three weeks.

“Were talking about mid-
December I think we should
be ready to administer this
vaccine,” he added.

British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson gave the news a cautious
welcome on Monday, noting it
was still “very, very early days”
and vaccinating swathes of the
UK population was “still some
way oft”.

Health  Secretary = Matt
Hancock said on Tuesday that
Britain’s  state-run  National
Health Service (NHS) was up to
the challenge of delivering any
vaccine that gets approved with
the help of the armed forces.

“The NHS is absolutely
ready to do this,” he told the
BBC, adding that officials had
been told to prepare to start
administering the vaccine from
early December.

The  government  plans
to prioritise access to the
drug, starting with the “most
vulnerable, people living in care
homes and of course the staff
looking after them, NHS and
social care staff and then coming
down through the age ranges,
he added. — AFP

8,000 flee abroad over troubled elections

More than 8,000 Ivorians have
fled to neighbouring countries,
fearing violence linked to the
October 31 presidential election,
the UN refugee agency said on
Tuesday.

The tally a week earlier was
just 3,200 refugees, it said, adding
that more than half of the arrivals
are children, some of whom are
unaccompanied or separated
from their parents.

Older people and pregnant
women are also among the
exodus, “most carrying just a few
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belongings and little to no food
or money; it said in a statement.
As of Monday, more than
7,500 of the total had arrived in
Liberia, the agency, known as
the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR), said.




OMAN DAILY OBSERVER

NNl NOVEMBER 11, 2020 |

No complacency, abide the law

ven as the number of

COVID-19 cases started

plummeting and signs

of a vaccine to fight the

pandemic are progressing,
we have to grapple with the fact that
whether life will be the same as it
was before the pandemic or not.
Unfortunately, many of us do not have
a clear answer to this yet.

While life has already changed for
millions, others are still finding to
garner enough strength to recover
from the shock of the outbreak of the
novel coronavirus that has shattered
their lives. Some of them are
optimistic, some not. And thousands
are still falling prey to the microbe
even though the enormity of the
cases has mellowed down.

Unlike in the past, when the
world had been a witness to a
number of health crises like Spanish
Flu or any other calamities, this
time it is different. COVID-19 has,
undoubtedly, caused a massive shake-
up of our daily lives from battles on
the frontlines to social distancing
from our kith and kin.

Millions have lost their jobs

KEY INTERLOCUTOR

worldwide. Robust economies of a
few months ago have hurtled towards
a crash. Salary cuts have become the
new norm. The poor have become
poorer. Few are reporting on the
misery of the middle class, whose
financial struggles are frequently
hidden behind gaudy lifestyles.

Samuel Kutty

samkuttyobserver@gmail.com

COVID-19 HAS,

We are now living under a new
health protocol, in addition to the
new normal of work from home and
remote education to our children. At
the same time, we have developed a
number of positive attitudes in our
habits and behaviours that we have
been forced to learn because of the
pandemic.

Awareness on personal and public
hygiene measures have witnessed a
surge thanks to the contagion. Social
distancing measures are in place.
People are getting used to wearing
face masks when going out of their
homes.

People are progressively becoming

UNDOUBTEDLY, , :
CAUSED A less 1@portant to busm-esses than
machines and the electronic protocol.
MASSIVE SHAKE- Apps and their killer applications of
UP OF OUR DAILY every kind apart, digital and zero-
LIVES touch have already become the new

mantra for the new world ahead of
us.

In the pre-pandemic globalised
world, we enjoyed a certain level of
trust we mostly took for granted.
We could travel almost without
limitations, meet people without
restrictions and order products
worldwide.

Now our airports, airlines, hotels,
restaurants and the retail trade of
every kind have already adopted the
new protocols.

Most businesses that were manned
by smiling faces and handshakes in
the past are now zero-touch and non-
human. All the more, we will have to
reorient our jobs, career, domain and
the like.

The current saga of sufferings will
come to an end without doubt. We
will get back to our lives and visit
the great outdoors. The situation is a
challenge to our lives.

But at the same time we should not
leave any room for complacency, and
that's why we should all continue to
abide by the rules and why we will
consider very carefully whether we
need to take any further steps.

Saeb Ere

JAN-UWE RONNEBURGER

Hardly any other Palestinian leader
had more experience with Middle
Eastern peace talks than Saeb
Erekat, the Palestinian Liberation
Organization’s secretary general, who
died on Tuesday at the age of 65.

Described by those close to
him as intelligent and effective in
his approach, the studied political
scientist Erekat was in charge of the
peace negotiations with Israel in the
early 1990s. The Palestinian’s lead
negotiator was born in 1955 in Abu
Dis, a suburb of East Jerusalem, to a
large upper class Palestinian family.
He spent most of his later life living
in the autonomous Palestinian desert
city of Jericho.

While Erekat could not speak
Hebrew, he was fluent in English,
allowing him to pointedly articulate
the Palestinian position in interviews
with Western broadcasters. He studied
in San Francisco in the United States
and in the northern English city of
Bradford, where he earned a doctorate
in peace and conflict studies. He later
said it first became clear to him during
his time in Britain that the Middle
East conflict could not be solved with
violence.

Returning to the Palestinian
Territories, he became a political
science professor at the University
of Nablus. Erekat first joined the
peace process as deputy head of the
Palestinian delegation during the
1991 Madrid talks with Israel. Though
he was not involved in the secret US-
brokered talks thatled to the 1993 Oslo
interim peace accords, he was brought
back on board shortly afterwards by
late Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat.

Erekat then served as the chief
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at: Eloquent tactician and
a champion of Palestinian cause

This file picture shows Palestinian President Mahmud Abbas and Saeb Erakat (R) after a meeting in the Egyptian Red Sea resort
of Sharm el Sheikh. — AFP

negotiator for talks with Israel from
1995, with only a few short disruptions.
A moderate and fervent supporter
of diplomacy, Erekat was considered
a tough negotiating partner who
remained loyal to the guidelines set out

EREKAT WAS for him by the Palestinian Authority
INVOLVED IN THE (PA) and the Palestine Liberation
MIDDLE EAST PEACE ~ Organization (PLO).

Political observers in Ramallah say

PROCESS PERHAPS Erekat had no decision-making power

LONGER THAN of his own, but he had considerable

ANYONE ELSE influence on President Mahmud
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Abbas. Erekat was a close follower of
Abbas’ predecessor, PLO Chairman
Arafat, who died in 2004.

After Abbas made Erekat secretary
general of the PLOs executive
committee in 2015, many predicted
he could become a successor to Abbas
himself.

In recent years, Erekat was suffering
from poor health, travelling to the US
for a lung transplant following lung
disease in October 2017.

— dpa
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Will enough
people take
COVID-19
vaccine?

JOHN MILLER & KATE KELLAND

With COVID-19 vaccine trial results looking posi-
tive, governments and pharmaceutical firms face
their next daunting challenge: Convincing the
world to get inoculated. Public resistance to vac-
cines has been much discussed this year, but the is-
sue became very real on Monday when Pfizer and
BioNTech announced their candidate was more
than 90 per cent effective in large trials — hoisting
an actual shot onto the horizon.

Numerous opinion polls carried out before and
during the pandemic showed confidence is vola-
tile, and that political polarization and online mis-
information threatens uptake. Many people have
concerns about the accelerated speed of COV-
ID-19 vaccine development.

The World Health Organization estimates about
70 per cent of people must be inoculated to break
transmission of the virus. Since it is unlikely a vac-
cine, once approved, will be immediately available
for the masses, experts said getting medical work-
ers on board will be critical.

“We should have really targeted discussions
and engagement with healthcare providers’, Heidi

Larson, Director
of the global Vac-
(‘ cine  Confidence
Project, said. “Not
We should have  only are they go-
really targeted  ing to be the first
discussions and ~ ©ones expected to
engagement get a vaccine — if
) not required to —
with healthcare  theyre also going
providers. Not only to be the ones on
are they going to  the frontlines fac-
be the first ones 7% the onslaught
of questions from

expectedto geta . public”
vaccine — they’re While  about

also goingtobe 200  COVID-19
the ones on the vaccine candidates

£ li faci are in develop-
rontlines facing ment globally, with
the onslaught of

dozens in human
questions from the dlinical trials, no

public shot has actually
crossed the finish
line and been ap-

HEIDI LARSON

proved, though the
Director, Vaccine Confidence one from Pfizer-

Project BioNTech appears
to be on track.

The high rate
of efficacy in the
Pfizer-BioNTech interim results could help boost
confidence, Cornell University government Pro-
fessors Douglas Kriner and Sarah Kreps said. Their
recently published research showed that if an ini-
tial COVID-19 vaccine was about as effective as a
flu shot, uptake by the American public may fall
far short of the 70 per cent level needed to achieve
“herd immunity”.

“However, if the vaccine was 90 per cent effec-
tive it would significantly increase Americans’
willingness to vaccinate by more than 10 per cent,
critical to ensuring enough public acceptance to
help the US eventually get closer to herd immu-
nity’, said Kreps.

Experts are also cautioning any conversation
over a vaccine’s risks and rewards must be frank.
A return to normal life will still take time, with
no one shot likely to be a silver bullet. And many
questions are likely to remain, including how long
a vaccine will provide protection.

The Reagan-Udall Foundation for the FDA, a
non-profit that supports the US Food and Drug
Administration, has been holding focus groups to
gauge the public mood and is now crafting cam-
paign messages to help tackle concerns.

— Reuters
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Mumbai romp to fifth IPL crown

CAPTAIN ROHIT HITS 68 TO STEER MI TO 5-WICKET WIN; BOULT RESTRICTS DELHI

DUBAIL:  Brilliant hostile pace also kept Delhi in check. quickly took control of the run
bowling led by Kiwi Trent Mumbai brought in off- SCOREBOARD chase.

Boult took Mumbai Indians to
an emphatic five-wicket victory
over Delhi Capitals and a fifth
Indian Premier League title on
Tuesday.

Boult struck twice in his
first two overs as Mumbai kept
Delhi to 156-7 and the reigning
champions raced to the target
in 18.4 overs with skipper Rohit
Sharma hitting 68.

Sharma, 33, led the chase in
his 200th IPL appearance to
inspire the most successful team
in the Twenty20 tournament to
add to triumphs in 2013, 2015,
2017 and 2019.

Boult took opener Marcus
Stoinis with the first ball of
the final in Dubai, giving
the upstart Delhi side a grim
warning of the tough night
ahead in the empty stadium.

Ajinkya Rahane was caught
behind for two in Boult’s next
over. Jasprit Bumrah’s fiery

spinner Jayant Yadav to
bowl the fourth over and he
immediately bowled in-form
opener, Shikhar Dhawan, for
15.

SHREYAS HITS FIFTY

Delhi skipper Shreyas Iyer,
who made an unbeaten 65,
and Rishabh Pant rebuilt the
innings with a partnership of
96.

But Australian paceman
Nathan  Coulter-Nile took
Pant’s wicket for 56 — his first
fifty of a disappointing season.

Boult got Shimron Hetmyer
for five with a slower short ball
and he returned figures of 3-30
from four overs of devastating
left-arm pace.

Iyer went past 500 runs in
a season for the first time but
Delhi managed just 38 runs in
the last five overs, with the loss
of three wickets, and Mumbai

DELHI CAPITALS

M Stoinis ¢ Q de Kock b TBoult

SDhawan bJYadav..................

A Rahane ¢ Q de Kock b TBoult

S lyer not out

R Pant c H Pandya b Coulter-Nile ............. 56
S Hetmyer ¢ Coulter-Nile b T Boult..... .5
APatel ¢ (sub) b Coulter-Nile........ .9
EXTRAS (11, 3W) coooovvreereneieesieenene 4

TOTAL (20 OVEIS) ..ocvvvneeennrereriennens 156-7
FALL OF WICKETS: 1-0, 2-16, 3-22,4-118,
5-137,6-149,7-156

BOWLING: Trent Boult 4-0-30-3, Jasprit
Bumrah 4-0-28-0, Jayant Yadav 4-0-25-1,
Nathan Coulter-Nile 4-0-29-2, Krunal
Pandya 3-0-30-0, Kieron Pollard 1-0-13-0

MUMBAI INDIANS

Rohit Sharma c (sub) b A Nortje ............... 68
Q de Kock c R Pant b M Stoinis .2
S Yadav run out (P Dubey) .....ccccvvvvveennnee.

| Kishan not out
K Pollard b K Rabada ........cccccovvveerveerreranee
H Pandya c A Rahane b A Nortje ...
KPandya not Out ............eeeecvereeermmecerennns
EXTRAS (4Ib)
TOTAL (18.4 OVErS) .oovvvrnrverrivrerianne

FALL OF WICKETS: 1-45, 2-90, 3-137,
4-147,5-156

BOWLING: Ravichandran Ashwin 4-0-28-0,
Kagiso Rabada 3-0-32-1, Anrich Nortje 2.4-
0-25-2, Marcus Stoinis 2-0-23-1, Axar Patel
4-0-16-0, Praveen Dubey 3-0-29-0

Sharma and Quinton de
Kock set a blistering pace with
45 runs in the first 25 balls
before De Kock was caught
behind off Stoinis for 20. Later
Suryakumar Yadav was run out
for 19 in a mix-up with Sharma.

Sharma hit four sixes and
five fours in his 51-ball innings
and nearly finished the game
off with Ishan Kishan but fell
to South African quick Anrich
Nortje just before the end.

Kishan stood firm with his
unbeaten 33 as Mumbai got the
better of Delhi for the fourth
time this year, including a
drubbing in the first semi-final
qualifier.

Delhi fast bowler Kagiso
Rabada took the wicket of
Kieron Pollard, for nine, to lead
this season’s bowling rankings
with 30 scalps over Mumbai’s
Bumrah on 27.

— AFP
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Garcia out of Masters after positive COVID-19 test

Former champion Sergio Garcia pulled out of this week’s Masters tournament on Monday
after testing positive for COVID-19. Garcia said he began experiencing a sore throat and
a cough on Saturday while he was driving back from the Houston Open, where he missed
the cut, and got tested on Sunday.

Rashid Khan set for T20 spell with Sussex

English county side Sussex have re-signed the world’s number one Twenty20 bowler Rashid
Khan for next year’s T20 Blast. The Afghanistan leg-spinner played for the county in 2018
and 2019, but did not return this year due to calendar clashes related to the coronavirus pan-
demic. “T am really happy to be heading back to Sussex for the 2021 Blast,” he said.

OOC BOARD MEETING

OOC reviews preparation
of OCA meeting

MUSCAT: Oman Olympic
Committee (OOC) Board of
Directors held the sixth meeting
this year under the chairmanship
of Sayyid Khalid bin Hamed
Al Busaidy, OOC Chairman,
where many important issues
were  discussed, including
the approval of holding the
Ordinary General Assembly for
this year next December.

The Board discussed the
ongoing  preparations  for
holding a meeting of the
Olympic Council of Asia in
Muscat next December. The
committee will be represented
in the meeting by Sayyid Khalid
bin Hamed al Busaidy, and
Shaikh Badr bin Ali al Rawas,
board member.

As for foreign participation,
the councilhasassigned the work

team formed by the Planning
and Following-up Committee
to follow up on the sports
federations and committees
that have expressed their desire
to participate in the regional,
continental and international
competitions for the next year,
and to contribute to preparing
the teams by developing plans
and programmes for each
federation and committee and
standing on their preparations
and the extent of their readiness.

The schedule includes the
32nd Olympic Games (Tokyo
2021), the Asian Beach Games
(Sanya, China), the third GCC
sports games (Kuwait), the
fifth Islamic Solidarity Games
(Turkey), the indoor Asian
Games (Thailand) and the Asian
Youth Games (China).

LTAD COACHING PROGRAMME

Shihab El Din attends
Canada coaches programme

MUSCAT: National lecturer
and coach Shihab al Din Ahmed
al Riyami, nominated by
Oman Volleyball Federation,
finished the first stage of
International ~ Olympic
Solidarity =~ Programme
(the Canadian Coaches
Programme LTAD), from
September 21 to November
5, “remotely”, with a total of 100
credit hours.

Fourteen coaches from
five continents participated

in the programme, and the
second stage will begin in mid-
November and will include 100
credit hours “remotely”. As for

the final stage, it will be in

% Montreal, Canada, and

it includes 150 credit

hours. It needs 350

hours for all stages of the

programme to obtain the

International Training Diploma

in the Canadian programme for

coaches, which is one of the top
programmes in the world.

Steve Waugh disappointed over
Kohli missing Tests in Australia

Kohli and his

wife Anushka are
expecting a child
in January, and
the Indian captain
has been given
permission by

the BCCl to return
home after the first
Testin Adelaide

SYDNEY: Australian great
Steve Waugh said on Tuesday he
was surprised and disappointed
that India captain Virat Kohli
will miss three Tests to be at
the birth of his first child, with
his absence detracting from the
blockbuster series.

The 32-year-old and his
Bollywood star wife Anushka
Sharma are expecting a child
in January, and Kohli has been
given permission by the Indian
cricket board to return home
after the first Test in Adelaide,
which begins on December 17.

While the absence of the
superstar  batsman  could
improve Australias chances
of regaining the Border-
Gavaskar trophy, it is a blow to
broadcasters and cricket chiefs
already feeling the effects of a
pandemic-affected year.

“I'm a little bit disappointed
he’s not going to be there — and
a bit surprised,” former skipper
Waugh, who played 168 Tests,
said.

“This was really shaping up
as one of the key series of his
whole career after he’s achieved
just about everything. But
obviously family comes first”

India are due leave this week
for Australia, where they will
spend two weeks in quarantine
in Sydney before the first one-
day international on November
27. Kohli will lead India in
three ODIs, three Twenty20
internationals and the first
Test — a day-night match in
Adelaide — before heading

home. The second Test starts
in Melbourne on December 26
followed by matches in Sydney
on January 7 and Brisbane on
January 15, all played under
strict bio-security protocols.

Waugh said Kohli’s absence
“does take away from the
series”, but Australia would
much rather he played.

“It's a bit like a couple of years
ago when India won without
(David) Warner or (Steve)
Smith in the side,” he said.

“You really want to win
against the best possible
opposition, particularly when
this is like the heavyweight title
fight”

BRAVE FACE

Cricket Australia interim chief
executive Nick Hockley put a
brave face on Kohli’s decision,
telling Sydney radio station
SEN “it was always on the
cards”

This was really
shaping up as one of
the key series of his

whole career after
he’s achieved just
about everything.
But obviously family
comes first

STEVE WAUGH,

Former Australian captain

“We're thrilled Virat is coming
out for three ODIs, three T20s,
the first-ever day-night Test
against India, and we have
to respect the fact he wants
to be there for the birth of
his first child,” he said, while
also admitting it was a huge
disappointment.

While Kohli will miss part of
the series, another key batsman,
Rohit Sharma, has been added
to the Test squad after being
initially left out because of
injury worries.

Waugh said the Indian side
remained a top-quality outfit.

“Theyre  a  dangerous
opponent even without Kohli
and I think it's going to be a
tightly contested series,” he said,
pinpointing Jasprit Bumrah,
KL Rahul and Ajinkya Rahane
as dangermen.

“I don’t think there will be
much between the sides.”

— AFP

Winning weekend for Ideal Tech, Aflag, Ghantoot and Sam Royals

MUSCAT: Sooraj Rajs match-
winning unbeaten knock helped
Ideal technology to a thrilling
5-wicket win over Al Rehwan in the
final over of a Division T20 game at
Muscat Municipality ground 3 in Al
Amerat on Friday.

Al Rehwan posted a robust 171
for 6 in 20 overs thanks to major
contributions from Ayyita Valappil
(62) and Mohammed Nihal (31).
Sundar Biji and Umesh Karakoickal
bagged two wickets each while
Sooraj claimed one.

The game was evenly poised
when Ideal Technology reached

106 for 4 in the 13th over but Sooraj
came on to forge a vital 57-run
partnership with Kadave Nikhil
who was dismissed for 29. However,
Sooraj batted on to see his side
home, striking 35 off only 21 balls
as Ideal ended the game in the final
over at 174 for 5. Waseem Abbas
chipped in with a breezy 32 oft 17

Brief scores: (D Division T20
League): Al Rehwan 171 for 6 in
20 overs (Ayyita Valappil 62 - 5x4,
3x6, Mohammed Nihal 31 - 2x4,
Kannumpurath Jibin 28 - 4x4,
1x6. Sundar Biji 2-26, Umesh
Karakoickal 2-32, Sooraj Raj 1-35)

EDIVISION T20 LEAGUE

Aflag Group 159 for 8 in 20 overs
(Junaid Igbal 51 - 8x4, 1x6, Imran
Baggad 33 not out - 4x4, Syed
Osama Afaq 26 - 1x4, 1x6. Yusuf
Patanwala 3-26, Issam Othman 3-23,
Khalid Manzoor 2-23) beat Sketch
International 157 for 9 in 20 overs
(Saifee Ali Asger 73 - 9x4, Shabeer
Kumdackool 22 - 1x4. Abbas Shah
3-25, Junaid Igbal 2-11) by 2 runs.
MoM: Junaid Iqbal (Aflag Group).

Ghantoot Group 173-3in 17 overs
(Tandel Kirit 81 not out - 11x4, 1x6,

BRIEF SCORES

Arumugam Kuppan 31 - 3x4) bt
Danmark 134-8 in 17 overs (Shankar
Gayathri 61 - 9x4, Sajeev Kathiresan
22 - 2x4. Muhamed Rafeek 2-26,
Saravanan Manickam 2-29, Mafas
Sainulabdeen 2-30) by 39 runs.

Sam Royals 162-4in 17 overs (Pramod
Kumar 62 - 7x4, 1x6, Thankachan
Sinu 41 - 5x4, Mohamed Shahas 39

- 3x4, 1x6. Mohammed Siyad 2-40)

bt OCTAl Nahdha 125 for 4 in 17
overs (Mohammed Siyad 72 - 11x4,
Mohammed Haneef 27 - 3x4. Shejeer
Abdul Rahman 2-20) by 37 runs.
MoM: Pramod Kumar (Sam Royals).

lost to Ideal Technology 174 for
5 in 19.1 overs (Sooraj Raj 35 not
out — 6x4, Waseem Abbas 32 — 4x4,
2x6, Kadave Nikhil 29 - 3x4) by 5
wickets. MoM: Sooraj Raj (Ideal
Technology).

JUNAID POWERS AFLAG

TO VICTORY

Junaid Igbal's superb half century
and 2 for 11 were the highlights
of Aflag Group’s nail-biting 2-run
win over Sketch International in
an E Division T20 League match at
Muscat Municipality ground 4 on
Friday. Opener Junaid topscored

with a strokeful 51 off 31 as Aflag
Group collected 159 for 8 in 20
overs. Imran Baggad (33 not out)
and Syed Osama Afaq (26) were the
other main scorers. Yusuf Patanwala
and Issam Othman claimed three
wickets each. Struggling at 54 for 5,
Sketch International was lifted by
Saifee Ali Asger’s magnificent 73 off
45, taking the teams total to 129 in
the 17th over without further loss.
However, lack of support from the
other end led to Saifee’s fall and his
team fell short by two runs. Abbas
Shah and Junaid Igbal took three
and two wickets respectively.
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F1 unvelils 23-race calendar for 2021

PARIS: Formula One unveiled
a 23-race calendar for 2021 on
Tuesday, its biggest ever, but the
Vietnamese Grand Prix has been
dropped.

The season will start in
Australia on March 21 and will
include the first ever race in
Saudi Arabia on November 28
before the season ends a week
later in Abu Dhabi.

Vietnam was to hold a street
race on April 25 but doubts about
the event arose after Nguyen Duc
Chung, who was Hanois mayor
and a major supporter of the
event, was arrested on corruption
charges in August. In the calendar
unveiled on Tuesday, the race slot
was left vacant.

F1’s 2020 season was heavily
disrupted by the COVID-19
pandemic but is eventually being
run over 17 races, with reigning
champion Lewis Hamilton on
course to win the title for the
seventh time.

Spectators have been barred
from most races this year but
organisers said they expect fans
to return next year.

“The plans for 2021 have

2021 F1 CALENDAR

DATE, GRAND PRIX, VENUE

March 21, Australia, Melbourne
March 28, Bahrain, Sakhir
April 11, China, Shanghai
April 25, TBC TBC

May 9, Spain, Barcelona*
May 23 Monaco, Monaco
June 6, Azerbaijan, Baku
June 13, Canada, Montreal
June 27, France, Le Castellet
July 4, Austria, Spielberg
July 18, UK, Silverstone

Aug 1, Hungary, Budapest

Aug 29, Belgium, Spa

Sept 5, Netherlands, Zandvoort
Sept 12, Italy, Monza

Sept 26, Russia, Sochi

Oct 3, Singapore, Singapore
Oct 10, Japan, Suzuka

Oct 24 United States, Austin
Oct 31 Mexico, Mexico City
Nov 14, Brazil Sao Paulo*
Nov 28, Saudi Arabia, Jeddah
Dec 5, Abu Dhabi, Abu Dhabi

* Subject to a new contract being
agreed

SEASON TO START IN AUSTRALIA ON MARCH 21

FIRST RACE IN SAUDI ARABIA ON NOV 28

VIETNAMESE GP DROPPED

involved extensive dialogue with
all promoters and their local and
national authorities at a time of
ongoing fluidity related to the
global pandemic,” F1 said in a
statement.

“As we have said before, we
expect fans to return for the 2021
season and for the calendar to
look similar to the originally

planned 2020 season” Saudi
Arabia said last week it was
holding a race for the first time.
The Netherlands, home to the
popular Red Bull driver Max
Verstappen, gets a race a year
earlier than originally planned
with a September 5 slot in the
coastal town of Zandvoort. It
will be the first Dutch Grand

Prix since 1985.

Vietnam signed wup for
Formula One hoping the
glamour of the sport could reflect
the country’s economic lift-off
and reshape Hanof’s staid image,
much as it has done for Singapore
which will again host a race next
year.

The communist nation inked
a 10-year deal with Formula One
in 2018 with state media saying
hosting the race would cost the
country $60 million per year.

The fee has been picked up
in full by the country’s largest
private conglomerate, VinGroup,
which had been hoping to dazzle
with a night race.

But its 2020 race was cancelled
due to concerns that teams
and fans coming from overseas
could spark a new outbreak of
COVID-19 and the corruption
scandal surrounding Nguyen
Duc Chung now threatens the
future of the event.

“Without Chung, the future
of the race is gloomy. It might
not happen,” a source close to
the race said on condition of
anonymity. — AFP

CONSISTENT CANADIAN

Shapovalov cements
place in top 10

MUMBAI: Canadian Denis
Shapovalov has slipped out
of the men’s top 10 rankings
with some recent early defeats,
but the 21-year-old is about
to finish the 2020 season
confident that he belongs in
the top echelon of the sport.

The left-hander reached the
quarterfinals of the US Open,
where he lost in five sets, and
the following week he made
the semifinals of the ATP
Masters 1000 event in Rome,
going down in a final-set tie-
breaker. Those results lifted
him into the top 10 for the first
time in his career, before early
defeats at the French Open
and in Germany and Austria
saw his ranking slip back to
12.

“I feel like I have been
playing some really good
tennis,”  Shapovalov  told
reporters ahead of the Sofia
Open, where he is the top seed.

“I think I played really well
throughout the season, and I
am really happy with where
my game is. I feel like I have
definitely improved and I feel
like my level is with these
(top) guys.”

“If I am not able to reach

top 10 again this season, I will
definitely try to go for it next
season. The important thing
is, I feel like my level is there
with these guys and I am able
to compete with anyone”
After suffering his third

«

I think I played really
well throughout the
season, and I am
really happy with
where my game is.

I feel like I have
definitely improved
and I feel like my
level is with these

(top) guys

DENIS

SHAPOVALOV
Canadian player

straight defeat in Vienna last
month, Shapovalov decided to
take a break and skipped the
Paris Masters.

The Canadian said he was
feeling fresh again. In the
Bulgarian capital he will be
joined by countryman and
friend Felix Auger-Aliassime,
who is seeded second. “It is
definitely great for Canada
and for tennis in Canada,’
Shapovalov  said of the
20-year-old Auger-Aliassime.

“It is amazing to see us
both the top of the draw, and
hopefully  this  continues,
inspires a lot of Canadian kids
and keeps advancing the sport
in the country”  — Reuters

Qadir inspires Pakistan to whitewash Zimbabwe

RAWALPINDI, PAKISTAN: Leg
spinner Usman Qadir grabbed
four wickets to guide Pakistan
to a 3-0 whitewash of Zimbabwe
with an eight-wicket victory in the
third Twenty20 in Rawalpindi on
Tuesday.

The 27-year-old Qadir — son
of the late star spinner Abdul
Qadir — finished with 4-13 from
four mesmerising overs to restrict
Zimbabwe to a paltry 129-9 in 20
overs.

That proved a walk in the park
for the home team, which cruised
to victory in 15.2 overs losing just
two wickets.

Pakistan lost Fakhar Zaman
(21) and Haider Ali (27) but

debutant Abdullah Shafique top-
scored with 41 and saw Pakistan
home with Khushdil Shah (36 not
out).

Khushdil hit a six off Faraz
Akram to bring up victory.

This was Pakistans 14th win
in as many T20 internationals
against Zimbabwe, and are now
fourth in the international T20
rankings.

Zimbabwe allrounder Elton
Chigumbura was accorded a
warm farewell by his teammates,
but he scored just two runs in his
last international match.

An emotional
acknowledged  his
contribution in his career.

Qadir
father’s

“It was quite emotional to

remember my father; he said
of Abdul Qadir, who died in
September last year.

“He played a key role in my
career and I was remembering
him with every wicket I got
because they are all for him?”

Abdul Qadir took 236 Test and
132 one-day international wickets
in a glorious career between 1977-
93.

Pakistan skipper Babar Azam
was all praise for Usman Qadir.

“We gave chances to a number
of players in both the series,
said Azam, whose team won the
preceding three-match one-day
series 2-1.

“It's good to see him taking
wickets and he will bowl better in
future. Every win gives confidence
so that’s an important win for us”

Zimbabwe skipper Chamu
Chibhabha said the series defeat
was disappointing.

“Is not ideal to lose 3-0
and we are disappointed,” said
Chibhabha. “Still, there are a few
positives with some young players
coming to the fore and with more
exposure our team will get better.”

Earlier, the visitors, who won
the toss and batted, were derailed
by Qadir, who recorded the third-
best figures by a Pakistani bowler
against Zimbabwe in T20s.

— AFP
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Raysut Cement breaks
ground on $30 million
grinding unit in Dugm

GROWTH SECTOR: Domestic
tourism is a major contributor
to the economy, generating

RO 608m in revenues last year
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CONRAD PRABHU
w@conradprabhu

The contribution of travel,
hospitality and tourism to

the Omani economy totalled
around RO 1.293 billion in
2019, up from RO 1.233 billion
a year earlier, entailing an

Oman’s tourism economy grows
to RO 1.3 billion in 2019

BUSINESS REPORTER
MUSCAT, NOV 10

Raysut Cement Company
(RCC), Oman’s largest cement
manufacturer, held a ground
breaking ceremony paving
the way for the start of the
construction of its new $30
million grinding unit in Dugm
on Tuesday.

The development of Dugm
plant, a strategic expansion
for the Muscat Stock Market
(MSM)-listed RCC, will
complement the company’s
leadership in cement
manufacturing adding another
1 million tonnes to the overall

group output, taking the total
to 7.4 million tonnes per
annum.

“Today’s groundbreaking
is a milestone for RCC on
two counts. It will contribute
significantly to our ambitious
capacity expansion targets
of 10 million tonnes by 2022
which is expected to be further
scaled up to 22 million tonnes
in the near future.

“Second, it will help us
generate more employment
opportunities aiding our
efforts to enhance social and
economic progress in Oman,”
said Group CEO, Joey Ghose.

increase of 4.9 per cent, the
National Centre for Statistics
and Information (NCSI) said in
a recent bulletin.

The industry, one of
five pillars of the Omani
government’s strategy to fuel
economic diversification, has
been dealt a severe blow by the
coronavirus pandemic since
March this year. Nevertheless,
it remains a promising sector
in terms of its potential to,
among other things, contribute
to socioeconomic development
in rural areas of the country as
well as create job opportunities
for local Omanis.

The value added of tourism

amounted to RO 717.9 million

in 2019, accounting for 2.5 per
cent of the Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) - a contribution
that needs to be significantly
ramped up if the government’s
goal of achieving a 6-per cent
GDP share by 2040 is to be met.
Still, direct value added from
the sector has been growing
incrementally over the past
five years, rising 4.1 per cent
from RO 689.5 million in 2018
to RO 717.9 million last year.

2017 represented a bumper
year for the sector with direct
value added reaching RO 738.4
million, up from RO 682.6
million in 2016. The uptick was
attributed to an increase in the
value added of some activities,
such as restaurants and land
transport.

Significantly, 47.1 per
cent of the tourism sector’s
contribution (corresponding
to RO 608.7 million in value)
came from domestic tourism,

underscoring the importance
of this segment of the industry
to the tourism economy.
Revenues accruing to hotels and
lodgings totalled RO 146.1 per
cent (24.0 per cent). Domestic
tourists also spent around RO
83.2 million (13.7 per cent) on
shopping and entertainment,
travel and tourism services RO
82.1 million (13.5 per cent), air
transport (12.4 per cent) and
land transport (7.6 per cent).
TURN TO PAGE 15
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Two-thirds of UK businesses at risk of insolvency

he effect of the
pandemic is being
gravely felt with
two-thirds of all
businesses  across
the UK currently trading having a
“low to severe risk of insolvency”,
according to the Office for
National Statistics (ONS).

The latest Business Impact of
Coronavirus Survey (BICS) from
the ONS found that 64 per cent of
businesses across all industries are
at risk of insolvency, with 43 per
cent of companies running on less
than six months’ cash reserves.
The figure comes on top of the 14
per cent of all UK businesses that
had already paused trading under
local lockdown restrictions.

Businesses in the hospitality
industry are at the highest risk of
entering administration, with 17
per cent of all accommodation
and food companies currently

- .
: £

trading at “severe risk® of
insolvency, according to the
ONS. Seven per cent of all pubs,
restaurants and hotels in the UK
have zero cash reserves, latest
data showed.

A spokesperson for trade body
UK Hospitality said: “There can
be no doubt of the devastating
impact that the governments
restrictions are having on
hospitality and pub businesses
across the UK. “Without urgent
sector-specific support for our
industry, massive business failure
is imminent and hundreds of
thousands of jobs will be lost
from a sector that was in growth
at the beginning of this year, as
well as in the supply chain that
supports them”

It comes after more than
two-thirds of businesses in the
hospitality sector reported a
slump in usual turnover for this

PDO secures double
win at ADIPEC
2020 Awards

BUSINESS REPORTER
MUSCAT, NOV 10

Petroleum Development
Oman (PDO) has won
two awards at this years
prestigious ~ Abu  Dhabi
International Petroleum
Exhibition and Conference
(ADIPEC) Awards, which
recognise excellence across
the global oil and gas industry.

The Company won the
Social Contribution & Local
Content Project of the Year
for ‘Boosting In-Country
Value (ICV) through Local
Manufacturing’ and the best
Oil and Gas Inclusion and
Diversity Company of the Year
for sharing ‘PDO’s Diversity
and Inclusion (D&I) Journey.

PDO External Affairs
and Value Creation Director
Abdul-Amir bin  Abdul-
Hussein al Ajmi who accepted
the ICV award on behalf of
PDO at the virtual ADIPEC
event along with other
members of the management
said: “It is a huge honour
to accept this prestigious
ADIPEC 2020 award on
behalf of everyone at PDO.

“ICVisa corevaluein all we
do and an integral part of our
contracting and procurement
process. It all started with our
vision and commitment to
create value for Oman and all
our stakeholders”

PDO has worked to
boost manufacturing as
part of Omans economic
diversification efforts and
has expanded its efforts
by collaborating with the

The Company won the
Social Contribution &
Local Content Project of
the Year and the best Oil
and Gas Inclusion and
Diversity Company of
the Year

government to  enhance
ICV in other sectors beyond
oil and gas. To date, 57
manufacturing opportunities
have been realised, and the
number is still growing.
Its latest contribution was
in combatting COVID-19
by introducing local
manufacturing  of hand
sanitisers and facemasks.

At PDO, D&I is recognised
as a business imperative and
has been championed for
many years. To support this
focus, the comprehensive
programme has broadened
to include broader aspects
in culture, behaviour and
inclusive leadership which
are key enablers as the
Company continues building
momentum in its D&I
journey.

PDO People Development
Director Faiza Rahmatullah,
who accepted the D&I award
on behalf of the Company,
said: “It is a proud moment
for us to receive this award
as it reflects the importance
PDO has placed on D&I in
supporting our staft as well as
generating business benefits.
We have along and proud D&I
record and are moving the
programme to a new level that
will position us as a regional
leader in this key area.

a
alil
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BUSINESSES IN THE HOS-
PITALITY INDUSTRY ARE
AT THE HIGHEST RISK OF
ENTERING ADMINISTRA-
TION, WITH 17 PER CENT
OF ALL ACCOMMODA-
TION AND FOOD COMPA-
NIES CURRENTLY TRAD-
ING AT “SEVERE RISK” OF
INSOLVENCY

time of year.

Key figures in the hospitality
sector have called for further
financial ~ support,  warning
that the 10 pm curfew that
was imposed, social distancing
measures and tier restrictions
decimated the industry and
caused wide-scale job losses.

Nine per cent of the entire
UK workforce and more than a
quarter of the nation’s hospitality
industry were still on partial
or full furlough last month,
according to the ONS. The
Trade Union Congress (TUC),
which represents more than
5.5m workers across the UK,
has warned the country will see
a “tsunami” of job losses when
the furlough scheme eventually
winds down.

Figures up to last month from
the ONS showed a slight increase
in the number of UK businesses

resuming trading in October,
with 86 per cent of businesses
in the UK operating then —
compared to just 66 per cent in
June.

However, the latest figures are
likely to be much lower, after large
swathes of the North of England,
Scotland and the whole of Wales
had entered some form of local
lockdown and currently in the
UK a second lockdown is in place
until 2nd December.

Businesses in the arts and
entertainment  industry have
taken the biggest hit from the
pandemic, with 30 per cent of
companies in the sector currently
shuttered.

But the pandemic continues
to weigh on those businesses
that reopened, with almost half
of companies that resumed
trading experiencing a decrease
in turnover compared to normal

business at this time of year.

A government spokesperson
said:  “We understand the
pressures businesses are currently
under and have put in place
one of the most comprehensive
packages of business support
in the world, worth more than
£200bn.

We have also given businesses
much-needed breathing space by
extending measures put in place
to protect them from insolvency”

He added: “Our plan for jobs
will support businesses in the
months ahead, and businesses
that were required to close due to
local lockdowns at the time can
claim £3,000 a month. On top of
this firms can continue to access
billions of loans and guarantees,
cuts to VAT and business rate
relief”

(The writer is our foreign
correspondent based in the UK)

One MENA IPO listed in Q3 2020

BUSINESS REPORTER
MUSCAT, NOV 10

The MENA region witnessed
one IPO valued at $115.9m in
Q3 2020, according to the EY
MENA IPO Eye report.

The IPO of Amlak
International for Real Estate
Finance, headquartered in
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
(KSA), raised $115.9m in Q3
2020 and was oversubscribed
26.9 times.

The deal comes after no
listings were announced in Q2
2020, which marked the first
time in more than 10 years that
the MENA region had a quarter
close without a listing. Prior
to the pandemic, the year had
initially begun promisingly with
four deals - three of which took
place in KSA, raising $865m in
total.

Matthew Benson, MENA
Strategy and  Transactions
Leader, EY, says: “The adverse
impact of the COVID-19
pandemic outbreak, as well as a
number of macroeconomic and
geopolitical factors, continues
to be felt across the MENA
region, resulting in relatively
subdued IPO activity. Despite
this impact, the IPO of Amlak
International for Real Estate
Finance represents a positive
signal for markets, particularly
inlight of the fact that roadshows
were held virtually, as a result
of social distancing measures.
In the remainder of the year,
we are likely to see increased

IPO activity in the region, as
lockdown restrictions continue
to ease. We expect listings to pick
up in Q4, with Saudi grocery
chain operator Bin Dawood
Holding having already led the
way with their IPO on Tadawul”

Across the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC), markets have
remained impacted by the
pandemic and market volatility.
With Amlak International for
Real Estate Finance representing
the only listing, proceeds have
fallen 3 per cent when compared
to Q3 2019.

Gregory Hughes, MENA
IPO Leader, EY, says: “At the
beginning of 2020, as many as
16 new issuances were expected
to hit the regional markets. The
fact that Amlak International

JW MARRIOTT MUSCAT’S PINK SALT
OFFERS SOPHISTICATED GRILL
SPECIALTIES WITH FLAIR

Continuing to elevate luxury
cuisine in the Sultanate, JW
Marriott Muscat has opened the
doors to Pink Salt. Introducing
Muscat’s first dry-ageing
refrigerator, full-fledged oyster
bar, and three signature cooking
methods, the sophisticated
restaurant is the ideal place for
refined tastes and those keen to
try new things.

With a creative menu
crafted by our Executive Chef
Angelos, Pink Salt celebrates
quality ingredients cooked to
perfection. A chic and social

atmosphere is enhanced with
contemporary furnishings both
inside and outdoors, as well as an
impressive open kitchen manned
by the hotel’s dedicated team

of professional grill-masters.
Topping oft the experience, the
expert sommelier is on hand to
suggest the perfect pairing for
every dish.

PRESS RELEASES

represented the only IPO of Q3
shows that even as restrictions
ease and we begin to emerge
from the economic impact of
the pandemic, IPO volumes and
proceeds in the MENA region
remain subdued. Despite this,
there are a number of IPOs in
the pipeline across the United
Arab Emirates, KSA, Oman,
Kuwait and Qatar, which to
some extent bodes well for Q4
and is a positive indicator as we
head into 20217

In Saudi Arabia, the Tadawul
launched its derivatives market
in Q3, which officials believe
will enhance the depth of the
Kingdom’s capital markets. The
market’s first exchange-traded
derivatives product is the MT30
Index Future, based on the MSCI

Tadawul 30 Index (MT30). This
forms part of a wider strategy to
attract more foreign investors to
the country, and more products
are expected to be launched
next year. Saudi Arabias Capital
Market  Authority (CMA)
also approved the first direct
listing on the Nomu Parallel
Market, of Saudi White Cement
Company, which was listed on 2
September 2020. Direct listings
were recently introduced on
Nomu Parallel Market with
the aim of boosting liquidity
and increasing the number of
listed companies. In addition,
companies in Saudi Arabia can
now opt to issue depository
receipts out of the Kingdom after
the board of the CMA approved
the resolution as part of its
strategic objectives to deepen
the capital markets, promote
its role in raising capital, and to
increase market attractiveness to
foreign investors.

PURSHOTTAM KAN]JI EXCHANGE
ORGANISES MOBILE PHONE
PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION

Purshottam Kanji Exchange
is organising a mobile phone
photography competition in
association with Life in Oman
online, a Facebook page, to
coincide with the 50th National
Day of Oman.

Any subject related to the
50th National Day of Oman can
be photographed. Post photos
under the “Mobile Photography
Contest” post on the Life in
Oman online Facebook page.
Pictures can be posted until
November 20.

Purshottam Kanji Exchange

e - —_ - e i S

General Manager Supin James
and Chief Operations Manager
Binoy Simon Varghese said in a
press release that anyone living
in Oman can participate in the
competition. One can post as
many photos as one wants.



Disneyland furloughs more workers

CALIFORNIA: Walt Disney Co said it was fur-
loughing more workers from its theme park in
California, because it still does not know when
the state will allow it to reopen. — Reuters

Gold gains more than 1 per cent

SINGAPORE: Gold jumped more than 1 per
cent on Tuesday as focus returned to the likeli-
hood of more monetary stimulus to revive a
global economy. — Reuters

business

Oil falls on demand worries

MELBOURNE: Oil prices fell on Tuesday as
worries over near term fuel demand in corona-

virus-hit Europe and the United States haunted
the market. — Reuters

In brief

B DUBAI

GLOBAL SUKUK
ISSUANCE TO DECLINE
SLIGHTLY IN 2020

SLURUK

=

FEe

Global issuance of sukuk, or
Islamic bonds, is expected

to decline modestly in 2020
after four years of consecutive
growth, ratings agency Moody’s
said on Tuesday.

Moody’s expects global
sukuk issuance to be $170 bil-
lion this year, down from $179
billion in 2019.

“Lower issuance activity in
the first half of the year can be
attributed to the pandemic”, said
Nitish Bhojnagarwala, Vice-
President at Moody’s Investors
Service.

Sovereign issuance of sharia-
commpliant debt was stable
during the crisis, Moody’s said,
even as fiscal deficits ballooned
because of lower oil prices and
spending related to the corona-
virus pandemic.

The global sukuk market has
grown rapidly from around $80
billion to $179 billion over the
last four years, supported by
large pools of sharia-compliant
funds in the Gulf. — Reuters

B NEW DELHI

DEALERS IN INDIA
CONSIDER LEGAL
ACTION AGAINST
HARLEY DAVIDSON

Dealers in India for Harley-
Davidson Inc said on Tuesday
they are exploring legal action
against the iconic American
motorcycle brand after it effec-
tively abandoned the market as
part of a broader restructuring
plan.

The dealers have hired lead-
ing Indian law firm AZB &
Partners to review their paper-
work with Harley-Davidson and
suggest if there is a legal rem-
edy, Rishi Aggarwal, a dealer
for the motorcycle company,
told reporters.

“Harley has to compensate
us for our losses. That is the
only bone of contention. AZB
is studying the case”, he said
during a press conference
organised by The Federation of
Automobile Dealers Association
(FADA) in India.

Harley-Davidson did not im-
mediately respond to a request
for comment.

Harley-Davidson in Septem-
ber said it would discontinue
its sales and manufacturing
operations in India in a move it
said would involve $75 million
in restructuring costs, some 70
redundancies and the closure
of its Bawal plant in northern
India. — Reuters

Sy

-

=

N = —

o |

. AR

. NG
1y

%
Bl

3

4.
=

.'Ib‘"

"J“[
S
buuuu__ AE

i

T Ai it

-- I

o

‘. i’?—i [ '.fl‘. .}.";._

i

raeida

\ S

£ ar

Workers pick orders at the PC World and Carphone Warehouse distribution centre in Newark, Britain.

UK redundancies hit record
high as job market slumps in Q3

LONDON: British employers
laid off a record number of
staff in the third quarter and
the jobless rate jumped as
the labour market weakened
before Finance Minister Rishi
Sunak made a U-turn on Covid
support measures.

A record 314,000 British
workers were made redundantin
the three months to September,
181,000 more than in the second
quarter, the Office for National
Statistics said on Tuesday. The
unemployment rate rose to 4.8
per cent, the highest rate since
the three months to November
2016, from 4.5 per cent in the
three months to August, as
expected in a Reuters poll of
economists.

While the publicand investors
were cheered on Monday by
news that an experimental

A record 314,000 British workers were made
redundant in the three months to September,
181,000 more than in the second quarter

COVID-19 vaccine was more
than 90 per cent effective in
trials, the ONS data showed
hard months lie ahead for many
Britons.

Last week, Sunak was forced
to extend his costly coronavirus
furlough ~ scheme,  which
provides 80 per cent of the pay
of temporarily laid-oft workers,
until the end of March, and he
outlined billions of pounds in
other forms of help.

“Unfortunately the extension
of the furlough scheme didn’t
come soon enough for some
workers but it should help stem
the rise in unemployment over

Huawei plans to sell
Honor unit for $15 billion

HONG KONG: Huawei plans to
sell budget-brand smartphone
unit Honor in a 100 billion
yuan ($15.2 billion) deal to
a consortium led by handset
distributor Digital China and
the government of its home
town of Shenzhen, people with
knowledge of the matter said.

The plan comes as US
restrictions ~ on  supplying
Huawei Technologies Co Ltd
force the world’s second-biggest
smartphone maker — after South
Korea’s Samsung Electronics Co
— to focus on high-end handsets
and corporate-oriented business,
the people said.

It also indicates little
expectation for any swift change
in the US perception of Huawei
as a security risk following a
change in US administration,
one of the people said.

The all-cash sale will include

Huawei's new Honor 20 smartphone
is seen in this image. — Reuters

almost all assets including
brand, research & development
capabilities and supply chain
management, the people said.
Huawei could announce it as
early as Sunday, one of the people
said.

Main  Honor distributor
Digital China Group Co Ltd will
become a top-two shareholder
of sold-off entity Honor
Terminal Co Ltd with a near-15
per cent stake, said two of the
people. Honor Terminal was
incorporated in April and is fully
owned by Huawei. — Reuters

the winter”, said Jon Hudson, a
fund manager at Premier Miton.

The BoE expects around 5.5

million employees will need

furlough support during an
England-wide lockdown this
month, up from just over 2
million in October. The end
to the Brexit transition period
in seven weeks time has
also weighed on employers’
confidence, with no trade deal
struck yet between Britain and
the European Union.

Sunak said after the data was
published that the ONS figures
“underline the scale of the
challenge we're facing”. Sunak’s

— Reuters

critics have said his previous
reluctance to extend the
programme led to unnecessary
redundancies.

“The government’s failure to
face up to the scale of this jobs
crisis in time has cost people
their livelihoods”, said Jonathan
Reynolds, the jobs spokesman
for the opposition Labour Party.

Employment fell by 164,000
during the quarter, a sharper
drop than expected. Tax data
also released on Tuesday showed
a 33,000 decline in the number
of employees in October, and
almost 800,000 job losses since
March.

The number of job vacancies
showed signs of recovery, rising
by 146,000 in the three months
to October to 525,000, still well
below levels above 800,000 seen
before the pandemic. — Reuters

Omans tourism
economy grows to

RO 1.3bn in 2019

FROM PAGE 13

However, inbound
tourism accounted for
the lion’s share (52.9 per
cent) of the sector’s total
contribution (RO 684.7
million) to the tourism
economy, the report said.
Around 3.506 million
tourists and  visitors
travelled to the Sultanate
last year, up from 3.242
million a year earlier,
representing a growth of
8.2 per cent.

The sector itself has
expanded over the years
in step with the uptrend in
tourist arrivals. According
to the NCSI report,
as many as 491 hotel
properties distributed
across all star ratings were
in operation around the
Sultanate last year. The
majority — numbering
348 properties — belonged
to the category of one-star
and unclassified hotels,

guesthouses and hotel
apartments.
Five-star properties

totalled 26 in 2019, up
from 11 in 2015, while
four-star  hotels  grew
modestly to 24 last year,
up from 23 in 2015. Those
in the 3-star category
jumped from 27 in 2015 to
38 last year, while the one-
star and other properties
nearly doubled to 348 last
year, up from 186 in 2016.

Hotel properties are
distributed across all of the
Sultanate’s governorates,
with Muscat home to
179 of them, followed
by South Al Sharqiyah
(65), Al Dakhiliyah (56)
Dhofar Governorate (33),
North Al Shargiyah (33)
North Al Batinah (32),
Al Buraimi (30), South
Al Batinah (30), Al Wusta
(13), Musandam (10) and
Al Dhahirah (10).

US to see more Chinese listings

HONG KONG: Chinese
companies  stock  market
listings in the United States
reached a six-year high in
2020 and advisers expect the
trend to accelerate in the year
ahead in expectation of a stable
regulatory regime under US
President-elect Joe Biden.
Twenty-six initial public
offerings of Chinese firms
worth $10.6 billion have been
completed in the United States
so far in 2020, up from the $3.4
billion worth of deals last year,
according to Refinitiv data.
The volume this year is
already the highest since 2014
when there was $29 billion
worth of Chinese IPOs in the
United States led by Alibaba
Group Holding Ltds $25
billion listing, the data shows.
While Biden is not expected
to make major changes to

= i Nasdag

People celebrate after the IPO launching of Chinese real estate company
FangDD at the Nasdaq Market Site in New York, in this file photo. — Reuters

Washingtons tough stance
on China-led investment,
bankers and lawyers believe
policy and regulatory stability
could return following four
turbulent years of the Trump
administration.

“We wont be waking up
in the middle of the night
anymore to a Trump tweet that

can ruin a deal’, said a Hong
Kong capital markets lawyer.
Analysts have said Biden
would take a more measured
approach to Chinese tech
threats but was unlikely to
unwind President Donald
Trumps unilateral curbs on
Chinese firms such as Huawei
Technologies Co. — Reuters
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Quality car rentals
at competitive prices.

Muscat 9014 6472, 9679 0484
Sohar 9731 6218 Salalah 9429 9325

* PDO, OXY and BP
spoc wehicles
availabla

* Artractive rates for
short-term &
long-term loase

Car Renial & Lasie

assifieds

NOVEMBER 11,2020 | RABEE AL AWWAL 25, 1442 AH

PORTA-CABINS REQUIRED

FOR LABOUR ACCOMMODATION

Urgently required new or used Porta-Cabins
for labour accommodation made with fire
proof material as approved by
the Ministry of Civil Defence, Oman.

Interested parties may contact
at GSM No.: 95475591 with their competitive
offers within seven days.

OMAN SF DALY e 1 . . . . © 94501166
Mohammed al Rashdi: 99841230 Ali al Maashari: 99639264 Saada al Rashdi & 24649593
sal"vel'l a SS I I e e C I O n m.alrahdi86@yahoo.com ali.almashari@omandaily.om 05919344 24649595
B FOR RENT B FOR RENT M SIT. VACANT HEBUYING Il ACC AVAILABLE B FOR SALE/RENT B RENT A CAR M SERVICES
SHOWROOM and i
NEW family flats an JOB Vacancy ina AL Awsad Modern Ilc, SINGLE room with GO s E h E A LEGAL
in Darsait near the flats FLATS for rent private School. 1 eltzeiteoiite sl i attached bathroom Al Seeb for 1 translation office
.1 . . eeb for lease
beach, 5 bedrooms, near Diwan Zafraniya Biology teacher; 2. Lest, EEURIEDE: and air-condition for or sale. Contact: RENT A CAR needs Marketeers.
hall with AC, 4 area end of Muttrah Cheﬁ“iStrY or Pthics executive bachelor, non- 9 42729'79 ' SPECIAL Rates on New Contact E-mail:
teacher. Required: king, Wadi Kabir/ Al ’ i
b%t{llroom's’ ballggny Corniche close to 1. Appropriate We buy used cOOKING, TYacl Babit 96252664. Cars & 4 WDs oman4n@gmail.
with sea view, ] 5 S Falaj/ Ruwi High Street RENTING & LEASING com
450 th (Muscat Shiva Temple) qualification. 2. and broken | | o
PEr MOonth. ’ Experience in cars which have area. Contact 93657306 Tours and Airport Transfer
Contact: 99315986. family, bachelor. . ; o || NEW 3 il )
Y teaching languages. instalments in storey villas Tel: 24582663
Contact 99083071, 3. IELTS Certificate cash. 90202090. for sale/rents Wadi GSM: 95859497, .
99323015. minimum 6. Contact: B WANTED s ) Fax: 24582664, 1. AC mz.lll.ltenan ce
FLAT for rent. 96062530 (Shops/offices for aberent@omantel.net.om and servicing.
-------------------------------------------------- ANTED . . . .
98403020 W. scraps rent/ ALKhUWAE) oo 2. Frlc.lge, wash'lng
o B MANPOWER HMS1 & HMS2 scrap Flats £ Wadi machine and dish
FLAT for rent at DENTAL Clinic all kind of copper scrap. ( aFS or rent/Wadi Buttercup washer repairing.
SOUTH Al Ghubra Al Khuwair 33, 4 looking for e — Connect us: 90765659. Kabir). 96596348. Rent A Car 3. Painting and

flat in villa on the
first floor, 3 rooms
+ 3 toilets + majlis
+ family room and
dinning room with
balcony very nice
view, the house all
with AC, RO 400.
96559696.

SOUTH Al Ghubra
flat on villa in the
second floor, 3
rooms + 3 toilets +
majlis + one family
room and dinning
room. 96445044.

GENERAL clinic
licence along with
building and clinical
equipment in
Maabela. Size: 400
sqm. 99323030.

FLAT for rent in
Maabela 3 master
rooms. 96088926.

OFFICES for rent with
luxury furniture in
MBD, Ruwi. Contact:
99364717.

FLATS in Mumtaz,
Al Khuwair and Al
Ghubrah, 2BHK and
1 BHK. 99341138/
90991079.

2 BEDROOM flat Al
Khuwair. 99322344.

FOR rent in Salalah,
north Auqadain. Call
91711118.

FLATS for rent in Al
Khuwair, Al Hail, Wadi
Kabir, Al Falaj, MBD
and Muttrah. 99119699/
95250300/ 24813002

ONE bedroom flat at
Darsait near Medical
RO 170/-. Two BHK
Al Khuwair RO 300/-.
Athaiba behind Zubair
RO 300/-. 24790449,
Fax: 24790559

NEW apartment for
rent, one room, 2
toilets, kitchen and
dinning. Location, Al
Khoudh Market, Red
Taj building, 7th floor.
Per month rent RO
190/-. 92838118

WELL maintained
1&2 BHK and office
space/store available
at Rex Road. Contact
92227165

experienced Female
Nurse with bachelor/
diploma & three
years’ experience.
Candidates who are
ready to join, please
send your resume to
hiringmedicalstaff@
hotmail.com

bedrooms, majlis, 2
halls, kitchen and store.
99383446

NEW penthouse, N
Ghubra — 2 bedroom +
3 toilets + 1 maid room
with toilet and 1 big hall

99370300. URGENT requirement,
.................................................. Marble grounding
NEW apartment in expert 2 nos. External

glass cleaner - 2 nos.
Visa available. Mobile:
95175645, 97468796

Ruwi near church
consists of 2 rooms with
its facilities. Contact.
94664635, 95850345.

Medical Jobs

NEEDED to private clinic:
1- Indian nurse
2- Indian GP doctors

3- Indian male pharmacist

1BHK & 2 bhk flats
for rent at Ruwi and
Al Khoudh. 93994402,
93994403, 24834644.

.................................................. Mobile and WhatsApp:
95440765.

3 BHK Flat & Stule ..................................................

flat in central Ruwi & Duct Man/ Fabricator

2 BHK in Medinat Al )
URGENTLY required for

Ilam. Call 99238012/

54704994 Duct Factory

704994. Duct Men/ Fabricator

With minimum 4 years

B INVESTMENT Oman experience.

AN organic jaggery Contact: 98901648.

(AlHarifayuh)l oo

manufacturing WE are urgenﬂy fOr AC

industry available & Auto electrician (car

for partnership electrician) who can join

or investment in
Hubli India. 0091
9742421122.

immediately. Contact:
99677756.

SITUATION WANTED

A Graduate Civil Engineer having
25+ years of rich experience in Oman

and GCC in lead roles is looking for a
suitable placement. Visa available.

Contact mob: 78391432, Email:
mohamedpmc2020@gmail.com

To receive news updates
from Oman Observer,

WhatsApp
<your name:> to

96473232

Philippines. Whatsapp:
91206344.

M SIT. WANTED

Experienced Electrical
Engineer looking for a
job. Contact 91766740,
79285656.

LADY Indian English
teacher with over

25 year experience,
currently seeks full time
position in colleges or
training institutions.
Responsibilities in
English language
teaching or soft skills
trainer with preference
for aviation sector.
Possess valid Omani
driving license. Contact
GSM 92541510

33 years, Indian, female
having MBA in finance
looking for position of
accountant, having 8
years of experience in
Muscat as accountant.
NOC available. Contact
No: 79161458.

MECHANICAL
engineer. 21, Indian
male currently in Oman
looking to work at

any engineering field.
Contact 96511338.
Email: rkdhanush11@
gmail.com

INEED a driver job,
urgent, with NOC paper.
My name: Masum
Billah. 968 94991705.

YOUNG experienced
Pakistani driver with Omani
light vehicle driving licence
seeks suitable opening.
Speaks Arabic, Hindi, English
and familiar with interior and
Muscat areas. Contact

GSM 95856719.

FINANCE Manager/ CFO.
Indian Chartered Accountant
and Cost Accountant with
25 years of experience

in Trade Finance, MIS,
Budget, Planning, Strategy,
PROJECTS, Procurement,
Admin, seeks suitable
placement. Contact.
99884291 / 99741875 Email
vipul70@gmail.com

SMART Indian professional,
excellent English, double
Masters — journalism &
communication, finance,
writing & research skills,
Arabic speaker, 15 years
diversified Oman experience
in Muscat Airport project,
healthcare, media, EPC, seeks
suitable role. NOC. 99283938

CIVIL engineer/QS engineer,
11 years in UAE, freelance
& Oman driving licence
available, looking for
full-time or part-time job
97299165.

SALES/Marketing/retail
executive BMS in Marketing,
6 years experience. Contact
93920174. Rehankadri9l@
hotmail.com

UK & USA

PROFESSIONALS in
Pest Control Service,
Bedbug Treatment,
Rodent Treatment,
Snake Treatment
and Termite
Treatment [Pre

& Post Construction]

= PEST CONTROL
i OMAN CO.L.LC.

Supply of Pesticides, Gel (crocoraches),
Public Health chemicals, Agriculture

chemicals, Snake repellent, Rodent baits
and other insect repellent from

Tel: 24787606, 24787503
Direct Line: 24786077
GSM: 99382355, 99172309

pcomctom@omantel.net.om
P.0. Box 565, Al Wadi Al Kabir 117, Sultanate of Oman

B ANNOUNCEMENT

ASAS AL Jawdah

Al Mumayaza
Contracting announces
recommendation the
original name and the
trade symbol of the
trading company under
No 1218184, that it is in
the process of its legal
form from a Partnership
to a sole proprietorships
company. As per the
item rule No. 30 bis

(2) of the Commercial
Companies Law
18/2019 and its
amendments. Anyone
who has an objection

to this may submit the
reasons for his objection
to the Secretariat of the
Commercial Registry

at the Ministry of

Trade and Industry
within a period of

one month from the
date of publishing this

announcement.

B FOR SALE

INSTITUTION
Licence contact
95595512.

DIESEL Tanker,
1,600 gallon Volvo,
1987.92836774

WE supply quantities
of excellent
mountainous soil in
Bausher (suitable for
compaction and filling)
99242445, 99327939.

A SHOWROOM

in Al Qurum in
strategic location with
extravagant interior
design on 280 sqm is
offered for sale at RO
25,000. 92470024.

AMAZING OFFERS
O Rent a car for 10 days
and get an extra free
day.
O Rent for one month
and get 5 days free.
All the cars are
2016 brand new
special prices for
public departments,
companies and
long-term contracts.
& 972494490.

LUXURIOUS

Toyota bus 2016,
air-conditioned, 30
passengers, offered for
daily/monthly/annually,
Muscat. Contact:
98080609, 96316269.

ANNOUNCEMENT

We are a company dealing in ambulance service
in the interior and in capital area of OM. We are
looking for male nurse (Omani) retired from
service between the age of 40 to 55 years. Having
ACLS, BLS certificate and Ministry of Health
License. Interested parties may please send their
CValong with copies of ACLS, BLS and MoH license
to: khalfan@rawabitrading.com
or george@rawabitrading.com

cleaning services. 4.
Electrical, plumbing
and carpentry

work 97014234,
99447257,
24290686.

ORIENT Trading
llc, Shampooing,
sofa, carpet, floor
polishing. Old
house repairing.
99834373.

AL SUMRI AC
maintenance. We
are ready to repair
and install all types
of Air-Conditioner
within Muscat
Governorate.
94301888.

M SIT. WANTED

LIGHT driver,
Pakistani male, 39, with
good knowledge of
Oman roads and areas,
speaks English, Arabic,
Urdu and Hindi.
Looking for suitable
placement. Contact
79250786.

A reputed company in Sultanate of Oman

is looking for the following personnel :

1. Wiring Electrician — General:

= To read S5LD, GA Drawing, Schematic drawing & BOM
* Prepare Layout & component assembly as per GA drawing
= Prepare Busbar links and busbar assembly

Wiring of electrical components based on schematic drawing
Testing of panels.
Should follow his superior instructions and work closely with team

2. Technician for Cold Storage Systems:

= |Tl holder ([Mechanical), candidate should be able to install insulated
cold storage panels, condensing units and evaporator units. Basic
electrical knowledge will be an added advantage.

3. AC Technician:

= |TI holder. Adept in handling package unit/chiller installation and

commissioning.

4. Laundry Technician:

= |TI/Diploma Holder: Capable to handle the installation of the
Industrial Heavy duty Laundry Equipments namely washers, dryers,
dry cleaning machines, flat work ironers and finishing presses. Basic
knowledge in electronics/programming feature of the machine will
be an added advantage.

5. Kitchen Equipment Technician:

= Preferably ITI / Diploma Holder in Electrical/Electronics.

= Min 5 years hands on experience in installation / Trouble shooting
and Maintenance of Commercial kitchen equipments (Combi
ovens, All gas and electrical cooking equipments, Dishwashers, Ice
machines, Refrigeration system etc.)

* Must have hands on experience in reading Circuit drawings,
operation manual and trouble shooting guide.

= Must be able to work independently with minimum supervision
with maximum flexibility.

Experience: 5-8 years
Age Group: 25 -32 years

Interested candidates may send in their resume on

igcc.res@gmail.com or fax on 24816976.
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make their
way into loca
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cosmetics

For decades, Omani women have used
herbs for medicine and as a beauty
supplement. Samah al Mahrougiyah, the
co-founder of the Omani brand Yome,
shares with us her brand story and how it
is inspired by Omani botanicals... P18
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HERITAGE COOK LIKE A CHEF READ

FANNIE
FLAGG

-
proes
g e
frasn Tumabstt

DISCOVERY CELEBRATE

s

CAIRO’S ‘CITY OF THE
DEAD’ BROUGHT BACK
TO LIFE

ANCIENT SKELETON FIND
IN GERMANY OFFERS
CLUES ON PREHISTORIC
ERA

JING JIANG ROU SI

Oman is at the crossroad of the SINGLE’S DAY

THEWONDER BOY

In Egypt's “City of the Dead",
centuries-old monuments are being
restored and artisanal heritage
revived, turning a corner of the vast
historical cemetery into a vibrant
neighbourhood full of life... Story on
Page P20

world's important wildlife highway.
Every year, millions of birds make a
stopover in the country not only to
escape changing weather from
their home countries but also
lavish in the country's natural
offerings.. Story on Page 19

OFWHISTLE STOP
BY FANNIE FLAGG

Being single is a blessing. Taken in the
right context, it is the perfect time to
know one's self. Single's Day was
started by Chinese and is celebrated
as a holiday with the original idea of
allowing people to meet up. Today, it's
purpose is so that people can show
their pride in being single.
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BAYAN AL HADHRAMI

man is a country rich

in a great variety of

botanicals that can be

utilised in the crea-

tion of safe and natu-

ral skincare and hair-
care products. Since the past,
Omani women have used herbs for
medicine and their own beauty
products. They had concerns like
pigmentation changes, redness or
first signs of ageing, and recog-
nised that botanical-powered skin-
care products can help them keep
their complexion looking its best.
They ended with a conclusion that
whether they are aiming to treat
fine lines or banish dry spots,
there's a botanical to soothe what's
ailing the skin. Honestly, even old
women over their 60s do look
younger than their age with
healthy skin.

Samah al Mahrougiyah, the
co-founder of the Omani brand
Yome shares with us her brand
story and how it is inspired by
Omani botanicals.

The brand Yome was established
in early 2019 and began operation
in October 2019.

‘Knowledge of natural skincare
is growing across Oman. The good-
ness of Oman has sparked these
ideas” says Al Mahrougiyah. The
brand strongly believes that Oman
is blessed with the finest botani-
cals and ingredients. What sets
Yome apart from other cosmetic
brandsinthe countryisthebrand's

combination of natural care for-
mulaswith the finest Omaniextrac-
tions and botanicals. The products
are free from any harmful ingredi-
ents such as SLS, mineral oils, col-
ourants and synthetic perfumes.
Yome also aims at modernising
Omani beauty rituals and tradi-
tions to befit modern consumers.
One of the most popular Omani

One of the most
popular Omani
botanicals utilised
by Yome is Sider
leaves. Itis a
famous ingredient
that is widely used
in Oman as a body
scrub and as a hair
mask. It has natural
surfactant agents
that cleanse and
soothe the skin

botanicals utilised by Yome is Sider
leaves. It is a famous ingredient
that is widely used in Oman as a
body scrub and as a hair mask. It
has natural surfactant agents that
cleanse and soothe the skin. Yome
offers Sider and Shea Body Scrub;
it is an excellent mixture for nour-

olr'all

ishing, scrubbing and cleansing
the skin. The Sider and Shea Body
Scrub is a bestseller, says Al
Mahrougiyah, alongside Yome's
haircare set which utilises anoth-
er popular Omani ingredient; date
oil.

“Since Oman is popular for the
best kinds of dates, Yome thought
of extracting oil out of it. Not a new
discovery, but the kind of dates
used makes the difference,” says
Al Mahrougiyah.

It is known that dates work as
antioxidant. Date oil contains many
classes of bioactive components,
and one of them is carotenoids. It
is a well-known antioxidant that
helps strengthen the hair by pro-
tecting it from free radicals.

Apart from preventing dandruff
and scalp acne, date oil is also
widely used for its moisturising
benefits. The Omega-6 and Omega-
9 fatty acids contained in the oil
helps control water loss so the
hair's moisture is kept intact and
the cuticles sealed.

While many Omani botanicals
are easy to source and work within
formulas such as date oil, mahlab
seeds and Omani honey, Al
Mahrougiyah states that there are
still some wild and unexplored
botanicals that Yome aims to devel-
op.

Currently, the brand is working
on developing a new product line
with new and specialised Omani
botanicals that will be unique in the
market. The line will offer natural
care for the face, body and hair, in
addition to a kid's collection free
from harmful ingredients such as
SLS, paraben, silicone and allergin
aroma.

Scan the QR Code or follow us on
www.instagram.com/omanobserver

yome:

VOITHE
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Jing Jiang Rou Si

INGREDIENTS:
SERVES 1 PERSON

SALALAH FOOD SCENE

In the next two editions, Chef Zhiwu Lai (Elvis), the Chef de Cuisine of
Anantara Salalah will be showcasing some of the best dishes served at this
famed hotel Today's dish originated from Beijing. Jing Jiang Rou Siis a trade-
mark of the capital's extraordinary cuisine, consisting of sliced beef pre-
pared in a sauce based on sweet beans. The dish is then traditionally rolled
In soya bean wraps, although it can be wrapped in any pancake.

The dish is of a reddish hue due to the distinctive Beijing sauce in which
it's cooked in and is usually garnished with chopped green onions or shred-
ded leeks. There are also some regional varieties of the dish with either sha
cha sauce (traditionally used in Fujian cuisine) or hoisin sauce replacing the
sweet bean sauce in the process.

150g Beef tenderloin
20g Leeks, cut into Julienne
25ml Soy sauce

25ml Oyster sauce

10ml Sweet soy sauce
5ml Black bean paste

15 ml of water

5g Cornflour

3 garlic cloves

5 g chopped ginger

A pinch of salt and white

PREPARATION METHOD pepper

Cut beef tenderloin into julienne, marinate with salt, pepper
and corn starch for 10 mins.

Pan sear beef until half cooked.

On a separate pan, sauté ginger, garlic and leeks. Add oys-
ter sauce, soy sauce, sweet soy sauce, water and black bean
paste. Allow to simmer for 1 minute.

Add beef and remove from the fire after 30 seconds.

ABOUT THE CHEF
CHEF ZHIWU LAI (ELVIS)

Executive Chef
Chef de Cuisine
Anantara Salalah

Born in Hainan China, Zhiwu (Elvis) commenced his career at Crown
Plaza Int. China, at the age of 19. He then made his way to Kihavah
Maldives where he worked for Anantara and progressed his career into
the culinary industry as a part of the kitchen brigade.

He joined as a Sous Chef and progressed to Senior Sous chef. Chef
Elvis continued working with passion through his time at the Mekong, Al
Baleed Resort's signature restaurant to eventually become the current
Chef de Cuisine in the same property.

Chef Elvis was a key member when he flew to Tunisia for a month-long
task force for the preopening of Mekong at the Anantara Tozeur. Here
Chef Elvis has conducted all preopening tasks including sourcing all
kitchen equipment, connecting with suppliers, organising training and
implementing the same Mekong standards as the other MINOR proper-
ties. The kitchen brigade has been very successful with the innovative
menus proposed by Elvis and has been increasing in popularity within
the northern region of Africa.

razam.umaroy * Follow
- Port Sultan Qaboos Muscat/Oman

photos. Tag us and use

— .
SHARE A SLICE OF YOUR LIFE

We select three photos daily for
our Instagram Top Picks of the
Day. The rules are simple. Follow
us on Instagram. Upload your

#OmanObserver and #BeAnObserver.

DISCOVERY

Ancient skeleton
find in Germany
offers clues on
prehistoric era

GERMAN RESEARCHERS
are piecing together the life
of a prehistoric woman who
died more than 5,000 years
ago in the Neolithic period,
after her skeleton was found
during excavation works for
wind turbines.

The “Lady of Bietikow,”
as she has been named,
was found near a village of
the same name in north-
eastern Germany's
Uckermark region.

The skeleton had been
buried in a settlement in a
squatting position, one of the
oldest known forms of burial,
according to local media.

Investigations have shown
that she was between 30 and

45 years old and died more
than 5,000 years ago.

That means that she lived
during the same period as
Oetzi the Iceman, the stun-
ningly preserved corpse
found by tourists in the Alps
in the 1990s.

“You can compare Oetzi
and the Lady of Bietikow in
terms of age," said Philipp
Roskoschinski, one of the two
archaeologists who made the
discovery in the state of
Brandenburg, which sur-
rounds Berlin.

Oetzi was found by two hik-
ers in 1991 in the Oetztal Alps
on the border between
Austria and Italy.

His body was extremely
well preserved, with organs,
skin and other organic mate-
rial still intact — research-
ers were even able to see
what he had eaten hours
before he died.

“The discovery of Oetzi was

much more spectacular due
to the conditions of preserva-
tion,” Roskoschinski said.

All that is left of Lady
Bietikow are bones and some
fragments of clothing, but
researchers have still man-
aged to piece together some
details about her life.

It was during the Neolithic
period that humans first
Introduced grains into their
diet, since they could be
stored more easily than meat
and could also be used as a
means of payment, according
to anthropologist Bettina
Jungklaus.

However, this led to a dete-
rioration in people's general
health.

This can be seen in the
state of the Lady of Bietikow's
teeth, which are severely
eroded and missing com-
pletely in some places,
Jungklaus said.

‘“Normally there is enamel
on the surface of the teeth.
But here it is heavily worn,
chewed off," she said.

“This allows us to draw
conclusions about her diet: it
was probably very rich in
fibre, very hard. There are
certain grains that cause the
teeth to wear out easily.”

It remains unclear wheth-
er the condition of Lady
Bietikow's teeth indicates an
illness or even the cause of
her death.

Researchers are now
hoping to find out more
about her life, including
whether she came from the
Uckermark region or had
immigrated there from else-
where.—AFP
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n Egypt's “City of the Dead’,

centuries-old monuments are

being restored and artisanal

heritage revived, turning a

corner of the vast historical

cemetery into a vibrant neigh-
bourhood full of life.

Wood, leather and jewellery work-
shops have joined those of glassblow-
ers and others near the 15th-Century
mosque of Sultan Qaitbay, in the east
of the capital Cairo.

From the Mamluk period, the cele-
brated structure — featured on Egypt's
one-pound notes — is surrounded by
monumental tombs, dusty alleys and
informal housing.

Since 2014, a series of projects
financed by the European Union has
changed the face of this small section
of the sprawling necropolis — home to
many people who are unable to afford
Cairo's prohibitively high rents.

Authorities began construction on a
major road in July a short distance
from the Qaitbay mosque, drawing
strong criticism online for the result-
ing demolitions and evictions of resi-
dents of the “City of the Dead".

A final resting place for illustri-
ous figures, including singer Farid
al Atrash and writer Ihsan Abdel
Kouddous as well as ordinary
Egyptians, the Islamic necropolis
founded in the seventh century
stretches over 6.5 kilometres (four
miles).

“Before the projects, there was
rubbish all over the streets,” said
S7-year-old Issem Abou Rami, who
owns a small restaurant facing the
mosque. “Now, a truck comes every
day to collect it

Products made in the impoverished
neighbourhood are now sold in elegant

Cairo’'s ‘Cit
of the Dea
ught back
to life

Since 2014, a series
of projects financed
by the European
Union has changed
the face of this
small section of

the sprawling
necropolis — home
to many people who
are unable to afford
Cairo’s prohibitively
high rents.

booths under restored stone arches
— and even online.

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

The renovation efforts started six
years ago with the refurbishment of a
drinking trough for animals, and then,
the reception area of a residential
complex of the sultan.

The EU contributed nearly a mil-
lion euros (S11 million) towards the
latest project, “The Heritage for the
Living, in the ‘City of the Dead”, which
launched in 2018 and focuses on
social development.

The project coordinator, architect
Agnieszka Dobrowolska, was a linch-
pin to the area’s metamorphosis.

She supervised the restorations of
the monuments and the renovation of
the workshop and their signage, as
well as designed jewellery and leather
products inspired by Mamluk motifs.

“When we first came here, our main

find us on
FACEBOOK

Scan the QR Code or follow us on
www.facebook.com/omanobserver

object was to conserve the monu-
ments,” she explained.

“‘And we quickly realised that we
cannot simply conserve the monu-
ments, in disrespect to the people
who live and work in the area”
added Dobrowolska, founder of
Archinos Architecture, which has
worked on numerous conservation
projects in Cairo.

Work in the ateliers was interrupted
for several weeks due to the COVID-19
pandemic, but now the workshops are
again up and running, with some 50
women making leather products and
jewellery, all stamped with the local
brand Mishka.

Aida Hassan, 45, has worked in the
leather workshop for three years, and
said she is happy to be earning “1,500
pounds (S96) per month — and some-
times more”".

“This project has helped improve
my income,” she added, saying she
had gone on to train other women in
leatherwork.

Hundreds of women and children in
the neighbourhood have benefited
from courses and workshops on sub-
jects as diverse as science and tech-
nology, English language and sports.

OBJECT OF SUPERSTITION

For the EU, the primary donor to
the project — due to end in 2021 — the
social elements of the programme
were key, said Christian Berger, head
of the EU delegation in Egypt.

“Our intention is to support this
type of project that benefits immedi-
ately vulnerable groups and disad-
vantaged groups, projects that have a
broader socio-economic impact,”
Berger said.

The neighbourhood has hosted
concerts, from jazz to folk and tradi-
tional Egyptian music, and visual art-
ists from Egypt and abroad have come
to show their work.

The aim is to bring “contemporary
art and culture here to enhance
diversity of cultural expression (and)
artistic expression, to build bridges
between east and west” said
Dobrowolska.

Another hope of the project in
transforming the neighbourhood is to
draw in tourists.

The “City of the Dead" is sometimes
an object of superstition due to its sta-
tus as a necropolis, and is not a usual
stop on mainstream Cairo tours.

But it is the tourists who are look-
ing for something out of the ordinary
that Dobrowolska said the project is
counting on.

“We seek to attract tourists who
are off-track from the mass tourism
destinations — people who might
appreciate and enjoy the unique
urban character of the necropolis,”
she said. — AFP




