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Meeting ensures
price stability

of foodstuff
during Ramadan

Muscat - A high-level meeting of
several competent authorities
was held on Thursday to ensure
the availability of basic food
commodities and the stability of
their prices during the holy
month of Ramadan.

The second joint meeting on
providing basic commodities in
the local markets was held at the
Ministry of Commerce, Industry
and Investment Promotion
(MoCIIP) on Thursday.

The meeting discussed many
issues of priority pertaining to
the food security sector. It re-
viewed the developments and
the availability of basic com-
modities in the local markets, like
wheat, rice and vegetable oils.

The meeting also took note of
the mechanisms set to ensure
price stability and the availability
of all foodstuffs and consumer
commodities in all markets of
Oman's governorates.

The meeting was chaired by
H E Dr Saud Hamoud al Habsi,
Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Water Resources.

During the meeting, a pack-
age of incentives was announced
to boost the food reserves in the
local markets, including the pro-
vision of free food reserve stores
for a number of foodstuffs im-
ported directly from target mar-
kets, as well as facilitating the
imports through Omani ports.

Korean Wave on Omani
shores

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Twenty-one tonnes of narcotics
and 2mn pills of psychotropic
substances were confiscated in
2021 by the Royal Oman police
(ROP).

Lt Col Suleiman bin Saif al
Tamtami, director of enforce-
ment administration at the Direc-
torate General of Combating
Drugs and Psychotropic Sub-
stances, said, "ROP is making
great efforts to combat narcotics
and psychotropic substances
and illicit trafficking of them.
Narcotics are a dangerous inter-
national scourge that has devas-
tating effects on the security and
safety of countries and societies
in the present and future.”

Lt Col Tamtami stressed that
ROP is carrying out proactive se-
curity operations to prevent the
entry, smuggling, trafficking and
promotion of drugs. The monitor-
ing, tracking and apprehending
smugglers is being done through
the use of modern and advanced
security techniques. “Smugglers

LT COL SULEIMAN
ALTAMTAMI

use a variety of means to trans-
port and hide drugs using fast
boats and drop them on
beaches,” he said.

Smugglers sometimes hide it
in construction materials, food-
stuffs, and others.

He explained that drug dealers
and promoters target all seg-
ments of society without excep-
tion, especially the youth.

Lt Col Tamtami said that Royal
Decree No17/99 and its amend-
ments by Royal Decree No

34,2015 stipulate strict penalties
for drug- related crimes, even the
death penalty in cases of smug-
gling and participation with inter-
national gangs, and absolute
imprisonment for felonies, in ad-
dition to fines of up to RO50,000.

He added that ROP has con-
stantly sought to prepare and
train forces to fight the drug men-
ace, arming them with legal and
police skills and knowledge, and
providing them with the financial
and technical capabilities to per-

ROP fights scourge of drug abuse

ROP seizes 21 tonnes of narcotics, 2mn pills of psychotropic substances in 202

(Supplied photos)

form the tasks to the fullest.

“The Royal Oman Police
thanks the citizens and residents
for their continuous contribution
to the police by reporting drug
crimes,” Lt Col Tamtami con-
cluded.

Confronting Islamophobia needs joint international action: Oman

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Following the United Nations
(UN) General Assembly approv-
ing a resolution setting March 15
as the International Day to Com-
bat Islamophobia, Oman wel-
comed the decision saying that
confronting extremism, fanati-
cism and hatred has become a
necessity of joint international
action.

The resolution, adopted by
consensus by the 193-member

world body, emphasises the right
to freedom of religion and belief
and recalls a 1981 resolution call-
ing for the elimination of all forms
of intolerance and of discrimina-
tion based on religion or belief.

H E Dr Mohamed bin Awad al
Hassan, permanent representa-
tive of Oman to the UN, said be-
fore the general assembly - as
part of its discussion of the item
entitled ‘Combating the phenom-
enon of anti-Islam and Muslims
(Islamophobia)’ - that Oman has
made it clear that respect for the

HE DR MOHAMED AL HASSAN

other is one of the noble goals

and objectives on which the mis-

sion of the UN is based.
“Confronting extremism, fa-

naticism and hatred has become
a necessity of joint international
action. The sultanate affirms its
rejection of any attempts aimed

at offending religious symbols,
and that it is not wise to exploit
freedom of expression as a pre-
text to offend religious symbols
and the beliefs of others,” he said.
He added that Oman calls on
all countries to take all means to
confront these phenomena and
hold the promoters of intolerance
and hatred to account, noting
that respect is a duty, and coex-
istence is a necessity to bring
ideas and cooperation closer.
“The hostility to Islam and
Muslims is a growing phenome-

non that affects the lives and
rights of many people around the
world and must be confronted
and cannot be underestimated
under the pretext of freedom of
expression,” H E Dr Hassan said.

According to the UN, the res-
olution expresses deep concern
at the overall rise in instances of
discrimination, intolerance and
violence, regardless of the actors,
directed against members of
many religions and other com-
munities in various parts of the
world.
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Korean Waveon O

This global
phenomenon is
entrenched in
youngsters,
both citizens
and residents in
Oman too

Muscat - Korean culture has
taken over the world by storm.
Korean language, cuisine, fash-
ion, music, TV series and movies
have a significant influence on
youngsters in many parts of the
world. Referred to as the Korean
Wave, it has spread far and wide
since its origins in 1990s, influ-
encing teenagers and young
adults from Asia to Africa to Eu-

rope.
This global phenomenon
reached Omani shores, too,

some time ago and is now deeply
entrenched in some sections of
youngsters, both citizens and
residents, who embrace many
aspects of Korean culture. It's not
uncommon to find millennials
watching K-drama, dancing to
K-pop tunes, even actively learn-
ing Korean.

The heightened emphasis on
delivering high-quality products
has enabled Korean brands and
the entertainment industry to
provide premium quality prod-
ucts and content to the rest of
the world and attract new cus-
tomers.

Known for affordability and
fast fashion, Korean clothes have
evolved rapidly and now com-
pete with some of the top inter-
national brands. Bold vyet
balanced, colourful yet tasteful,
Korean fashion has created pop-
ular trends. The clothes of popu-
lar K-pop and K-drama artists
are influencing the rest of the
world, redefining fashion stan-
dards, breaking barriers and
making South Korea a fashion
destination for many.

The influence of Korean fash-
ion is reflected in the way the
youth of Oman are dressing, as
can be seen at popular hang-outs
of hipsters. Ankle-length pants,

When I first started listening to BTS,
even though I didn’t understand the
language, the music and vibe drew njein

FATIMA FOUDA

baggy pants, oversized shirts and
bucket hats - all influenced by
Korean fashion trends - are in
clear display.

Fatma al Saadi was inspired to
adopt Korean fashion because of
its simplicity and uniqueness.
“The beauty of their fashion is
that it immediately makes you
think of Korea, and their contem-
porary style is rarely seen in
western films and pop music,”
she said.

“| also feel that Korean culture
has a few similarities to Omani

culture,” Fatma claimed.

Besides fashion, youngsters in
Oman are increasingly develop-
ing a keen interest in K-drama
and films. Korean series and
films, including Train to Busan,
Crash Landing on You, Parasite
and Squid Game, have been
lapped up by young people in
Oman and created viewership
records. Striking a balance be-
tween good visuals and emo-
tional appeal, Korean content
taps on a wide variety of unex-
plored themes and underlying

mani shores

traditional values.

Isha Mehta, a resident of
Oman from India, is ‘hooked’ to
Korean culture. “I love the detail-
ing in direction, plots, brilliant
casting and original soundtracks
in their movies and dramas. It in-
spired me to learn the language
so that | can know more about
their culture,” Isha said.

Often seen as the interna-
tional face of South Korea, K-pop
has been dominating the pop
music industry around the world.
Strategically orchestrated as un-
shakeable earworms, K-pop is
known for its seamless tunes,
synchronised choreography and
extreme attention to detail. K-
pop has skyrocketed in popular-
ity in recent years. Bands like
BTS, Blackpink and Bigbang have
broken records and have be-

come a vehicle for elevating
South Korea and its culture on
the global stage.

Fatima Fouda, an Egyptian
resident in Muscat, said, “I have
been following K-pop for a few
years now. Their songs don't just
have deep meaning, but can also
instantly lift my mood and make
me happy. When | first started
listening to BTS, even though |
didn't understand the language,
the music and vibe drew me in. ”

Youth across the sultanate
are coming together in their love
for Korean culture. With fan
pages solely dedicated to Korean
culture enthusiasts in Oman, it
has become a driving force for
people to feel closer to one
another, forming communities
and developing strong parasocial
relationships.

(Contributed by Aashna Sanghani)

Municipality to setup
‘Grill Zone’ in Amerat

Our Correspondent
Muscat

To facilitate a work environment
conducive to street vendors in
Amerat, Muscat Municipality
has announced a project called
Grill Zone in the wilayat which
will bring all mobile vendors to
one place to conduct their activ-
ities in an organised way.

In a statement, Muscat Mu-
nicipality said, 'The project aims
to regulate the activities of street
vendors in the governorate. Set-
ting up Grill Zone will get all mo-
bile vendors to one integrated
place, in addition to facilitating
control over food quality and
protecting residential sites from
harmful grilling fumes.’

According to Muscat Munici-
pality, the site will have tables,
chairs, garbage containers and
lighting, besides place for 20 mo-
bile vending carts.

The civic body indicated that
the project will reduce traffic

congestion in Amerat where
street vendors currently operate
and improve the overall aesthet-
ics of the wilayat.

Residents welcome
the project
“I enjoy mishkak and visit
mishkak sellers frequently -
almost every week. But the cur-
rent location where street ven-
dors sell mishkak is very
congested as it's near the road,
making it inconvenient for mo-
torists. Hope Grill Zone is conve-
niently located,” said Fuad al
Farsi, an Amerat resident.
Announcement of the project
with better facilities has come as
a relief to the street vendors.
“Currently, we are operating
from a site along a narrow road
which is not ideal for our busi-
ness. Once the project is com-
plete, we will be relieved and
probably attract more cus-
tomers,” said Mohammed Alj, a
mishkak seller in Amerat.

281 new parking spaces
in Khoula Hospital

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Muscat Municipality has built
parking space for 281 more cars
in Khoula Hospital in efforts to
improve civic facilities.

A statement said, ‘Muscat
Municipality, in cooperation with
the Ministry of Health, has es-
tablished 281 new parking

spaces in Khoula Hospital. With
this, the ministry has confirmed
that the total number of parking
spots in the hospital is 899.

‘The project was imple-
mented for the convenience of
hospital visitors who were strug-
gling to find parking spots, re-
duce frequent congestion near
the hospital and prevent random
parking of vehicles.'

170 new
COVID-19
cases reported

Muscat - The Ministry of Health
(MoH) reported 170 new
COVID-19 infections on Thurs-
day registered in a 24-hour pe-
riod, taking the total number of
cases in Oman to 387,180. No
deaths were reported in this pe-
riod.

‘The total number of COVID-
19 related deaths reported in the
country stands at 4,250, an
MoH statement said. The min-
istry added that the total number
of recoveries is 380,425, after
330 COVID-19 patients recov-
ered on Thursday, accounting for
a recovery rate of 98.3 per cent.

‘There were 23 new hospitali-
sations in the past 24 hours,’
MoH stated.

WEATHER WATCH
Max Min
Abu Dhabi 28 17
Doha 29 17
Kuwait City 26 16
Manama 26 18
Muscat 29 19
Riyadh 31 17
PRAVER TIMINGS
Fajr 4.56am
Sunrise 6.117am
Duhr 12.20pm
Asr 3.45pm
Maghrib 6.23pm

Isha 7.33pm
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Dates Industrial
Complexin
Nizwa begins
trial operations

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Perceived to be a game-changer
in healthy food and sustainable
agriculture projects in Oman,
Dates Industrial Complex in
Nizwa - one of the largest date
processing plants in the world -
has started its trial operations.

As part of its efforts to help the
sultanate achieve self-sufficiency
in food security, Nakheel Oman
Development Company (NODC)
announced on Tuesday that trial
operations of the complex has
started.

Nakheel aims to invest in date
palm, healthy food and sustain-
able agriculture to produce better
food for better life. The complex
will have an annual capacity of
50,000 tonnes.

NODC's complex will be ded-
icated to post-harvesting opera-
tions (fumigation, warehousing,
sorting and packaging) and other
related manufacturing activities
in accordance with the highest in-
dustry standards.

NODC is a partnership of
the Diwan of Royal Court
(represented by the Directorate
General of the One Million
Date Palms Plantation Project)
and Oman National Investments
Development Company (Tan-
mia).

Flu jabs now available
for chronically ill: MoH

Our Correspondent
Muscat

To prevent flu infection, the Min-
istry of Health (MOH) has an-
nounced that seasonal influenza
vaccines will be available at its
health centres.

A statement issued by the
ministry said, ‘Seasonal influenza
vaccine will be available at health
institutions in all governorates of
the sultanate for people with
chronic diseases, those aged 65
years and older, and travellers
heading to the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia to perform Umrah. Being
vaccinated is one of the condi-
tions imposed by Saudi Arabia to
perform the rituals.’

The ministry called on the tar-
get groups to visit the nearest
health centre to get the seasonal
influenza vaccine to avoid infec-
tion. Influenza affects the respira-
tory system, which may cause
serious complications, especially
for people with certain medical
conditions and the elderly.

The ministry also stated that
flu vaccines are available in pri-
vate healthcare institutions for
those who are not in the target
groups.

MoH recommends seasonal
vaccines for vulnerable groups,

including healthcare workers,
pregnant women, the elderly (65
years and older) and patients
with chronic conditions, such as
respiratory and cardiovascular
diseases, kidney and liver disor-
ders, and diabetes.

As many as 177 cases of sea-
sonal influenza and two deaths
resulting from it were recorded in
the sultanate in 2020,/2021, ac-
cording MoH.

Outbreaks of seasonal flu,
caused by influenza viruses, re-
sulting in acute respiratory infec-
tion are witnessed in all parts of
the world.

Seasonal flu claimed 29 lives
in Oman between July 2018
and June 2019. According to
MoH, there were 1,248 labora-
tory confirmed cases during this
period.

The number of cases regis-

tered in the 2019/2020 flu sea-
son, however, decreased. This
was due to precautionary meas-
ures adopted worldwide to
counter the outbreak of the
COVID-19 pandemic, including
partial lockdowns and border
shutdowns, school instruction
and office work moving online,
suspension of travel, and face
masks being made mandatory in
public places.

Oman launches
two projectsto
combat obesity

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Health (MoH), in
collaboration with Novo Nordisk
Pharma Gulf and the Danish Em-
bassy in Muscat, launched two
pilot projects - Oman Obesity
Clinical Practice Guidelines and
Obesity Epidemiology Study - on
Thursday.

The projects will educate
healthcare professionals on how
to proactively and efficiently en-
gage in medical management of
obesity and estimate the preva-
lence of obesity related co-mor-
bidities in hospital settings,
besides assessing the top ten co-
morbidities prevalent in Oman.

The two projects were
launched in a meeting held under
the patronage of H E Dr Ahmed
bin Mohammed al Sa'eedi, Min-
ister of Health, in the presence of
H E Ole Emil Moesby, Ambassa-
dor of Denmark to Oman, Saudi
Arabia, Bahrain, Kuwait and
Yemen.

Drawing attention to the rise
in obesity related health issues
worldwide, H E Dr Sa'eedi ex-
pressed concern that obesity is
taking a toll not only on the well-
being of individuals, but also on
societies. It also hampers produc-

H E Dr Ahmed al Sa'eedi,

tivity and puts strain on health-
care systems and economies.

Over the past two years, the
COVID-19 pandemic highlighted
another global issue - the obesity
epidemic. Poor nutrition coupled
with technologies that enable a
sedentary lifestyle have been
linked to a rise in obesity.

A recent cross-sectional com-
munity-based survey of the pop-
ulation of Oman found that
almost two-thirds - 66 per cent -
of the population was overweight
or had obesity (body mass index
u 25).

Associated with an alarming
195 health impairments and as a
major risk factor in chronic dis-
eases, including cardiovascular
disease, Type 2 diabetes and
cancer, obesity is fast becoming
one of the most serious health
problems in the world.

Omanidates market in Mall of Muscat

Our Correspondent
Muscat

As many as 22 farmers and date
processing firms will take part in
the Omani Dates Market in Mall
of Muscat from March 22-29.

An official at the Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Water
Resources (MAFWR), said that
participating businesses will
come from various governorates.
“The outlets will be open to pub-
lic from 10am to 10pm at Mall of
Muscat,” he said.

“The market will display most

important varieties of dates such
as Khalas, Al Dhahirah, Fard, Kh-
enizi Berni, Handal Bunarenga,

Khasab, Umm al Sala, Majhoul,
Sukkari, and others."”
“The outlets aim to promote

and support farmers' products,
increase the value of Omani
dates, and encourage further in-
vestment in farming to increase
local production, raise quality
and marketing it in an efficient
way," said the official.

According to MAFWR, dates
production in the sultanate in-
creased in 2019 compared to
2018 and 2017.

According to the statistics, the
sultanate produced 377,000
tonnes of dates in 2019,
369,000 tonnes in 2018 and
361,000 tonnes in 2017.

MAFWR uses drones to spray fertilisers

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Agriculture, Fish-
eries and Water Resources
(MAFWR) has launched a new
service to spray fertilisers using
drones with the objective of de-
veloping the agricultural sector
and supporting farmers.

According to an MAFWR offi-
cial, the ministry, in cooperation
with Wakan Tech, has started
using drones to spray fertilisers
on large expanses of agricultural
land.

“The initiative will support the
agricultural sector and farmers
through the use of modern tech-
nology. Drones save labour and

time, and are very economical.
The technology helps cover large
areas of agricultural land in a
short period of time,” the ministry
official said.

Besides spraying fertilisers in
required proportions, the drones
are equipped with Al-powered
sensors to plant seeds in desig-
nated places.

Wakan Tech recently under-
took a project to pollinate more
than 600 date palm trees in a Di-
rectorate General of Agricultural
and Animal Research farm in
Barka, South Batinah.

VAISHALI HAMLAI

The columnist is a certified MBTI coach and author, and writer who
delves into the complexities of the mind and soul to guide and
interpret social behaviour

t's been more than two years that

| witnessed my collogue’s son who she

we've been bundled up into our won-

derland called home, with no one to

judge us and tell us anything except of

course our family. We did everything
that was socially unacceptable and ac-
ceptable without tagging it as acceptable
and unacceptable; because it was at home,
in our haven.

We all have at some point attended an
office zoom meeting with crumpled track
pants at the bottom and crisp well ironed
starched white shirt above. We all have
made incessant attempts at baking, without
which COVID-19 was incomplete, the sour-
dough. Most of us, including me, miserably
failed.

| must ask what's it with COVID-19 and
baking? Or making Dolgano coffee. But |
look at it as a desperate attempt to stay
connected. Surprisingly | stayed in touch
with those who | would have never spoken
to, if COVID-19 pandemic didn't happen.
The menacing craze where families met on-
line to play games. Made me think when
the last time was, | had connected with that
cousin who apparently now has a teenage
daughter | didn't know of; no, I'm not sug-
gesting anything out here, I'm sure he was
married. Many of them came out with their

illicit demands to shame the ones who
didn't attend such family online gatherings.
Our need to be attached was out there in
the open, bare and exposed.

The uncanny riots at the grocery stores
where you are prepared for a war like situ-
ation. The time when you come back home
and almost need an alcohol-soaked bath
thereafter. The time when you are petrified
of a sneeze. But the one thing that struck
my chord was the harmony. We as humans
came together, so what if it was for Dolgano
coffee; or office zoom meetings or online
family games night.

keeps talking about, looks very different and
taller than in the pictures she showed me.
It added a human touch to the person we
knew, now we understand them better.

Finally, the clan that embraced this situ-
ation naturally, the kids; they were barely
scratched by this insanity. | saw my kids and
their friends subconsciously creating the
best coping mechanism for themselves.
The way they swept through this time with
afew bumps here and there was something
to marvel at. They adapted to the new
norms faster than adults. They were the un-
shattered lot and they also made sure they
support their shattered friends. They have
displayed heroism at its best. They went
above and beyond to talk to all their friends,
be it in the country or outside. They melted
into the new coronavirus world.

Be it kids or adults we all have come out
stronger and humbler than before. We value
small things in life a little more now, than
then. COVID-19 was a way to tell us to stop
and smell the flowers. But it was a high price
to pay to sit back and look inside. Maybe this
is what we needed to bring the light back
within us, or maybe not, to tell you the least
it was a very harsh blow, a blow | wish to not
encounter ever again!

The views and opinions expressed in this column are solely those of the author and do not
necessarily represent those of Muscat Daily or Apex Press & Publishing
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Galfar reports improvement in

financial performance in 2021

Despite the
economic
situation and
reduction of
spending in
public projects,
Galfar continues
to maintain
significant
projects pipeline
of RO405mn

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Galfar Engineering & Contract-
ing Company, the largest con-
struction firm in the sultanate,
has reported a major improve-
ment in its financial performance
during the year 2021 despite the
pandemic-related challenges
and weak economic growth.

For the year ended December
31, 2021, the parent company
achieved a net profit of
RO4.63mn compared to losses
of RO26.1Tmn in the previous
year, Galfar said in its yearly re-
port submitted to the Muscat
Stock Exchange.

This improved performance,
Galfar said, is on account of var-
jous initiatives taken by the com-
pany as part of its turnaround
strategy to reorganise, improve
projects performance and imple-
ment stringent cost controls.

'The positive bottom-line re-
sults came despite various chal-
lenges such as drop in revenues
by approximately 10 per cent
compared to the previous year,
continued COVID-19 challenges
and cash flow constraints due to
late receipt of payments,’ the
company noted.

Galfar's group financial state-

For the year ended December 31,
2021, the parent company achieved
a net profit of RO4.63mn compared
tolosses of RO26.11mn in the

previous year

GALFAR ENGINEERING & CONTRACTING

ments for the year 2021
recorded a decreased turnover
of RO187.9mn (against
RO208.9mn in 2020) with a net
profit of RO1.3mn (against a net
loss RO28.3mn in 2020).

By the end of 2021, Galfar
(the parent company) has certi-
fied overdue receivables of more
than RO42mn, majority of which
are related to long-completed
transportation projects and
waste water network projects,
the company said.

It added that the delay in re-
ceiving overdue amounts con-
tinues to exert significant strain
on the company's cash flow,
which resulted in suboptimal ex-

ecution of certain projects and
delay in completion of others. As
a result, revenues in 2021 were
lower than planned and lower
than previous year.

For the year ended December
31, 2021, Galfar received new
project awards worth RO147mn
and RO59mn of additional
work orders through variations
and extensions of ongoing
projects.

Despite the economic situa-
tion and reduction of spending in
public projects, Galfar said it
continues to maintain significant
projects pipeline of RO405mn.

Within this order book the
company is still waiting to re-

ceive the commencement order
for projects awarded in previous
years such as Dualization of
Haima-Thumrait ~ Package-4
Project (awarded in July 2020),
Wadi-Alyen Water Network
Project (awarded in July 2019)
and Muscat Airport Southern
Runway Refurbishment Project
(awarded in October 2021), for
which commencement orders
continue to be delayed.

Galfar said its board and
management are determined to
turnaround and improve the fi-
nancial performance of the com-
pany with continued focus to
implement the company's turn-
around strategy.

'Going forward, the manage-
ment expects to maintain a solid
project pipeline in excess of
RO400mn with a significant
number of tenders under evalu-
ation across a diverse array of
sectors and clients. We reason-
ably expect to be successful in a
number of those which will en-

sure stability and sustainability
of our strong market position,’
the company said.

In addition, Galfar said it has
identified various diversification
opportunities in construction
technology, energy, minerals
and other sectors that will pro-
vide long-term sustainability and
growth opportunities for the
company in the future.

Galfar said it is optimistic
about 2022, especially because
the company continues to have
alarge order book of contracts in
hand, totalling more than
RO400mn.

'The focus is on achieving a
positive return from this order-
book through the implementa-
tion of several strategic
objectives in the transformation
strategy, which will improve the
company's financial situation as
well as further strengthen it by
gaining new contracts for each
business unit,’ the company
added.

IEA urgesto start
‘measures’ to cut oil
use over supply fears

Paris, France - The International
Energy Agency (IEA) on Friday
urged governments to urgently
implement measures to cut
global oil consumption within
months following supply fears
stemming from Russia's invasion
of Ukraine.

The IEA also called on the
OPEC+ group of oil-producing
nations led by Saudi Arabia and
Russia to help ‘relieve the strain’
on markets, while warning that
the world faced the biggest
shock to supply ‘in decades'.

The outbreak of war in
Ukraine has sent prices for the
fuel up sharply and led to major
economies, such as the United
States and Canada, sanctioning
Russia by banning imports of oil.

The IEA warned earlier last
week of the risk of a global sup-
ply crisis as major oil companies,
trading houses, shipping firms
and banks have shunned Russia.

With the threat that supplies
of Russian oil could be cut even
more, 'there is a real risk that
markets tighten further and oil
prices escalate significantly in
the coming months’ as the world
enters its peak demand season,
the IEA said.

“As a result of Russia's
appalling aggression against
Ukraine, the world may well be
facing its biggest oil supply shock
in decades, with huge implica-
tions for our economies and so-
cieties,” IEA executive director

Fatih Birol said in a statement.

US pressures OPEC
Increases in supply of the crucial
commodity ‘would not be able to
ease the current strains’ after the
‘disappointing outcome’ of a re-
cent monthly meeting of OPEC+,
the IEA report concluded.

The OPEC+ group has resis-
ted US pressure to step up pro-
duction for months, agreeing
only to modest increases in out-
put at its regular meetings, even
after Russia invaded Ukraine.

The IEA was hoping for ‘some
good messages which could help
to relieve the strain on the oil
markets' after the group's next
meeting on March 31, Birol said
at a press conference to present
a plan to cut demand.

The 10 proposals put forward
by the IEA could cut oil con-
sumption among advanced
economies 'by 2.7mn barrels a
day within the next four months’,
it said.

The measures, put forward
together with the French govern-
ment, could reduce consumption
among those countries by 2.7mn
barrels a day, while these cur-
rently consume between 44mn
and 45mn barrels a day, accord-
ing to IEA estimates.

Together the world's ad-
vanced economies account for
‘around 45 per cent of global oil
demand’, it said.

AFP
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NPi NATIONAL PHARMACEUTICAL
P.O. Box: 120, Rusayl, Postal Code 124, C.R: 1/51284/6,

Sultanate of Oman, Tel: +968 24449070/80/90, Fax: +968 24446431
E-mail: npico@omantel.net.om, Website: www.npioman.com
ORDINARY ANNUAL GENERAL

The Board of Directors of National Pharmaceutical Industry Co (SAOG) is pleased to invite the

Company’s sharcholders to attend  the company’s Ordinary Annual General Meetings, to be held at

3.00 pm. on Thursday , 31 /03/ 2022, via the electronic platform to hold general meetings which can

accessed through the website of Muscat Clearing and Depository Company {www.mod.gov.om) If the

required quorum is not satisfied another an Ordinary Annual General Meetings would be held on Mon-
day 04/04/2022 , at 3:00.pm via the same electronic platform to discuss the following Agenda:

I- To consider and approve the Board of Directors Report for the financial vear ended
31 December 2021.

2- Toconsider the Auditors” Report and to approve the Financial Statements { Balance Sheet and Profit
& Loss Account) in respect of the Company for the financial vear ended 31 December 2021

3- To consider and approve the proposed final cash dividend to Shareholders, as per the date of the
meeting, in the rate of ._.6......% of the company’s capital of per share 006 baisa .................
for cach share) for the financial vear ended on 31712/ 2021,

4-  To approve the sitting fees of the Board meetings paid to the Board of Director’s members for
previous financial year ended 31/12/ 2021, and to determine the sitting fees for the next fiscal year
ending on 31/12/ 2022 (as per Attachment:).

5-  To consider and approve the transactions entered into by the company with related parties during
the fiscal vear ended on 31/12/2021 (as per Attachment)

6- To consider and approve the transactions the company will enter into with related parties during
the financial year ending on 31/12/2022 (as per Attachment )

7-  Electing a member to fill the vacant position from among the sharcholders and non-shareholders,
anyone who wishes to be nominated for a membership in the Board of Directors must fill in the
nomination form which can be obtained from the company, and submit the form after filling it to
the company at least Five 5 working days before the meeting of date, no later than the end of the
business day of Thursday 24/03/2022 The company will not accept any application form after that,

& ‘The appointment of the Auditors for the Company for the financial yvear ending 31/12/ 2022 and
approve their fees.

According to the Company's Articles of Association and the controls of holding General Meetings using

electronic platform , we would like to draw your attention to the following

a)  Juristic persons only, have the right to appoint a natural person as a proxy to attend the General
Meeting and vote on its behalf through technical means, provided that this natural person has an
investor number in MCDC.

b)  WVoting on any of the agenda items begins no more than three days before the date of the General
Meeting until the voting process ends on the day of the General Meeting. Ifthe sharcholder’s shares
are increased or decreased, the voting process will be canceled, and the shareholder will have o vote
again on the day of the General Meeting.

For further information please contact Mr.Vinod Hari Pillai on phnm- MNo 24449070

b

India defends Russian oil purchase

New Delhi, India - Indian govern-
ment officials on Friday defended
the continued buying of Russian
oil, saying European countries
were still purchasing hydrocar-
bons from Moscow and that high
crude prices left New Delhi with
little choice.

Indian oil refiners have in re-
cent days reportedly purchased
several million barrels of dis-
counted Russian oil even as the
West seeks to isolate Moscow
economically over its invasion of
Ukraine.

But an Indian government of-
ficial said on Friday that the
world's third-biggest consumer
of crude relied on imports for al-
most 85 per cent of its needs,
with Russia supplying a ‘mar-
ginal’ less than one per cent of
this.

“Geopolitical developments
have posed significant chal-
lenges to our energy security. For
obvious reasons, we have had to
stop sourcing from Iran and
Venezuela. Alternative sources
have often come at a higher
cost,” the official said on condi-
tion of anonymity.

“The jump in oil prices after
the Ukraine conflict has now
added to our challenges... India
has to keep focusing on compet-
itive energy sources,” they said.

“Countries with oil self-suffi-
ciency or those importing them-
selves from Russia cannot
credibly advocate restrictive
trading,” the official added, refer-
ring to the United States and Eu-
ropean nations respectively.

The jump in oil
prices after the
Ukraine contlict has
now added to our
challenges... India
has to keep focusing
on competitive
enerqgy sources

INDIAN GOVERNMENT
OFFICIAL

New Delhi, which historically
has had close ties with Moscow,
has called for an end to the vio-
lence in Ukraine but has stopped
short of condemning Russia's in-

vasion, abstaining in three votes
at the United Nations.

The White House said this
week that it did not appear any
Indian oil purchase would violate
US sanctions.

But press secretary Jen Psaki
urged foreign nations to “think
about where you want to stand
when history books are written”
on the conflict.

New Delhi has been working
on a rupee-rouble trade mecha-
nism to facilitate trade with Rus-
sia, bypassing the need to
denominate trade in US dollars,
according to local media reports.

In addition to oil, India also im-
ports large volumes of Russian
arms - Moscow is its largest
supplier - as well as fertilisers

and rough diamonds to be cut
and polished and then exported
elsewhere.

Indian exports to Russia in-
clude pharmaceuticals, tea and
coffee.

Oil prices had already risen
sharply before the Ukraine con-
flict, squeezing consumers in
India where the average daily
wage among rural workers was
just T175 (US$2.30) in 2018, ac-
cording to UN figures.

“We are a relatively poor
country and these oil prices mat-
ter a lot: Electorally, politically,
socially and otherwise,” Lydia
Powell of the New Delhi-based
Observer Research Foundation
told AFP.

AFP
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MARKET

MSX index closes the week marginally lower

The benchmark index of the
Muscat Stock Exchange (MSX)
posted marginal decline for the
last week compared with the
previous week's closing level.

The MSX30 index ended the
week lower by 0.29 per cent.
While Financial index closed
lower by 0.77 per cent, Indus-
trial index and Service index
were up by 0.74 per cent and
0.28 per cent, respectively. The
MSX Shariah index closed
lower by 0.56 per cent.

Local news

P National Gas informed its
shareholders that due to the re-
cent pandemic effects and sub-
stantial escalation in the steel
prices and construction costs, it
is envisaged that the India LPG
terminal project cost could es-
calate. In the shareholders' in-
terest, the company has beenin
negotiations for the divestment
of its entire 60 per cent share in
the project. The company has
been able to conclude the nego-
tiations and informed the share-
holders that the divestment

would be at a premium that
would result in a gross profit of
US$3.5mn (RO1.35mn). The
gross proceeds that the com-
pany expects to receive is
RO6.24mn. It intends to pay off
its loans with the proceeds and
will be able to consolidate and
strengthen its balance sheet for
future expansion and growth
purposes. The transaction is ex-
pected to take two-three
months to close.

P Oman's decision last week al-
lowing foreign investors with a
First-Class Residency Card to
buy property in the country will
spur local real estate and ancil-
lary businesses connected to it
and, thereby, boost the national
GDP in fiscal 2022. Dr Khalfan
bin Said al Shu'aili, Minister of
Housing and Urban Planning
announced the decision. This
decision will encourage long-
time residents from Asia, Eu-
rope and the Americas, living
and working in Oman, to buy
property.

P Under a five-year plan, the
sultanate’s government is plan-

ning to list as many as 35 state-
owned companies on the Mus-
cat Stock Exchange with one or
two oil sector firms likely to be
listed during 2022, according to
Haitham bin Salem al Salmi,
CEO of MSX. “There is a gov-
ernment plan to list 35 compa-
nies in the market over a period
of five years. The plan is ex-
pected to begin in the second
half of this year. We are focus-
ing on listing one or two compa-
nies from the oil sector during

the current year,” Salmi told
CNBC Arabia in an interview
last week.

P The directives of His Majesty
Sultan Haitham bin Tarik to re-
duce the fees for the recruit-
ment of expatriate workforce
reflects the high care and vision
to improve the business envi-
ronment and raise the compet-
itiveness of Oman, the
chairman of Oman Chamber of
Commerce and  Industry
(OCCl) said. Eng Ridha bin

Juma al Saleh expressed the pri-
vate sector's gratitude for the
generous directives from His
Majesty the Sultan to improve
the business environment and
raise the competitiveness of the
Oman.

GCC markets

The Central Bank of Bahrain
(CBB) has decided to raise its
key policy interest rate by 25
basis points. CBB's key policy
interest rate on the one-week
deposit facility is raised from 1.0
per cent to 1.25 per cent. The
CBB has also decided to raise
the overnight deposit rate from
0.75 per cent to 1 per cent, the
four-week deposit rate from
1.50 per cent to 1.75 per cent,
and the lending rates from 2.25
per cent to 2.50 per cent.

The Central Bank of the UAE
(CBUAE) has decided to raise
the base rate applicable to the
Overnight Deposit  Facility
(ODF) by 25 basis points, effec-
tive from March 17, 2022. This
decision was taken following
the US Federal Reserve's an-

nouncement to increase the In-
terest on Reserve Balances
(IORB) by 25 basis points. The
CBUAE also has decided to
maintain the rate applicable to
borrowing short-term liquidity
from the CBUAE through all
standing credit facilities at 50
basis points above the base
rate.

The Saudi Central Bank
(SAMA) decided to raise its
repo rate to 125 basis points
from 100 basis points and its re-
verse repo rate to 75 basis
points from 25 basis points.
SAMA follows the interest rate
moves of the US Federal Re-
serve due to the riyal-US dollar
peg.

The Central Bank of Kuwait
(CBK) raised is discount rate by
a quarter of a percentage point
to 1.75 per cent. In addition, it
changed the rates of monetary
policy instruments by varying
percentages for the entire inter-
est rate yield curve, up to the
ten-year term. This includes re-
purchases, CBK bonds and
tawarrug, term deposits, direct

intervention instruments, as
well as public debt instruments.

The Qatar Central Bank
raised its repurchase rate by 25
basis points to 1.25 per cent. It
maintained its deposit rate at its
current level of 1 per cent and
the lending rate at its present
level of 2.5 per cent.

Recommendation

US stocks rose after the Fed's
announcement that raised the
Fed's fund rate by 25 basis
points. It also reaffirmed its in-
tention to raise rates six more
times this year. The positive re-
sponse by both stock and bond
investors demonstrates the
sentiment that the rate hikes
will help with inflation.

Regionally, the markets
ended the week mixed as oil
prices has dropped, following
two weeks of continuous in-
crease.

Locally, annual general
meetings season is still ongoing
and the level of the dividend an-
nouncement is still the main
driver of the appetite.

By special arrangement with U Capital

US Fed raises interest rate in
battle against high inflation

Falcon Insurance
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interest rate last week even as it
acknowledged the risks posed by
the war in Ukraine.

At the conclusion of its two-
day meeting on Wednesday, the
policy-setting Federal Open
Market Committee (FOMC) an-
nounced a quarter-point rate
hike, the first since 2018 and
since it cut the rate to zero at
the start of the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

The central bank clearly sig-
nalled that the move, already
well telegraphed by Fed officials
in the weeks leading up to it,

US Fed chair Jerome Powell

fighting efforts don't derail the
recovery from the COVID-19
pandemic even as Russia's inva-
sion of Ukraine introduces new
uncertainty in an economy bat-

March 2020 to prevent the pan-
demic from sending the world's
largest economy into a severe
downturn, but as the virus waned
and businesses reopened, infla-

creases’ in the policy rate will be
‘appropriate’.

Markets are expecting a total
of seven rate hikes this year, and
while the committee typically
moves in quarter-point steps,
Powell said it could be more ag-
gressive if needed.

“If we conclude that it would
be appropriate to raise interest
rates more quickly, then we'll do
so,” he said.

Powell warned that in addition
to higher global oil and commod-
ity prices, “the invasion and re-
lated events may restrain

But he said there is little

INSURRAMCE SECTOR OVERVIEW
21 after combracking by 4.1% ir
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high,” Federal Reserve chair
Jerome Powell told reporters,
adding that the FOMC is com-
mitted to using its ‘powerful
tools' to prevent that.

The central bank is walking a
tightrope to ensure its inflation-

Ukraine is ‘likely to create addi-
tional upward pressure on infla-
tion' and also could ‘weigh on
economic activity’, although the
‘implications for the US economy
are highly uncertain’.

The Fed moved swiftly in

Powell said supply chain is-
sues were worse and more long
lasting than expected, and ac-
knowledged that ‘inflation is
likely to take longer to return’ to
the Fed's two-per cent goal.

Blaming the ‘elevated’ infla-

chance of a recession in the next
year, noting that ‘the American
economy is very strong and well
positioned to handle tighter
monetary policy'.

AFP

IEA sees ‘good
message’ in
next OPEC+
meeting
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SUMMARY OF ASSETS AND LIABILITES of Al Jadeed Exchange LLC
101A,1st floor, Muscat Grand Mall office , Muscat Sultanate of Oman
{ Money Exchange Establishment) AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2021
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of OPEC+, which is led by
Saudi Arabia and Russia, on
March 31.
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INFINITI QX80 voted ‘Powerhouse
Luxury SUV of the Year' in 2021

Recognised for its excellence and
impeccable performance, IN-
FINITI's full-sized luxury SUV,
the QX80 Black Edition, received
the ‘Powerhouse Luxury SUV of
the Year' award during the 2021
edition of Signature - The Luxury
100 Award.

Designed exclusively for cus-
tomers in the GCC, the Infiniti
QX80 Black Edition grade accen-
tuates the SUV's presence on the
road, combining bold propor-
tions and a commanding exterior
design with a spacious, high
quality cabin with room for seven
or eight passengers. Effortless
performance, advanced drive-
assist technologies and taut, yet
refined, dynamics allow for a re-
laxing and confidence-inspiring
drive, a press release said.

The Luxury 100, a unique ini-
tiative from Signature magazine
that marks Oman'’s, and the re-
gion's, only list of iconic luxury
products of the year, is a superla-
tive compilation of the 100
brands that embody the spirit of
luxury. Created after months of
study and research, the editors of
UMS, renowned luxury special-
ists, lifestyle journalists and a se-
lect mix of readers and industry
experts weigh in to create this list
and each featured product has
proven its luxury credentials with
its popularity.

A spokesperson for Infiniti
Oman said, “We are honoured to
be recognised at The Luxury 100
Awards ceremony. It is one of
the most prestigious and re-
spected awards in the luxury
market. Infiniti QX80 Black Edi-
tion brings hand-crafted luxury,
convenience, and refinement for
up to eight passengers.”

The exterior of the QX80
Black Edition features dark

chrome and black exterior ac-
cents that highlight the front grill
and fascia, side fender vents,
door mirror caps and rear tail-
gate strip. The commanding
stance is heightened with the ad-
dition of dark chrome 22-inch
forged alloy wheels. The LED
head and taillights provide im-
proved visibility, while the Adap-
tive Front Lighting System
illuminates corners by turning

with the steering direction.

For the 2022 model year, the
QX80 Black Edition has been
significantly refined with a re-
vised center cluster featuring a
single InTouch 12.3-inch
widescreen HD display that in-
cludes wireless Apple CarPlay
and USB-based Android Auto
compatibility for entertainment
on the go. An all-new wireless
smartphone charger is included

along with a Bose® Premium
Sound system.

Standard on the Black Edition
grade, a Smart Rearview Mirror
displays a sharp view behind the
luxury three-row SUV when en-
gaged, even if cargo or passen-
gers obstruct rearward vision
inside. An Around View Monitor
with Moving Object Detection
and Front and Rear Sonar System
is included to help make navigat-

ing tight parking spaces easier.
Additional driver-assistance sys-
tems are available for the flag-
ship SUV, including Intelligent
Cruise Control, Backup Collision
Intervention, Lane Departure
Warning, Blind Spot Intervention,
and Lane Departure Prevention.

Inside, the 2022 QX80 fea-
tures leather or semi-aniline ap-
pointed seats in all three rows,
with the option of second-row

captain's chairs. Climate-con-
trolled front seats are also avail-
able, as is Bose® Performance
Series Audio with 17 speakers.
The QX80art, powered by a
5.6ltr V-8 that delivers 400hp
and 560Nm torque, paired to a
7-speed automatic transmission,
is equipped with All-Mode Four-
Wheel Drive as well as Body Mo-
tion Control System. It is as
capable as it is comfortable.

Bank Muscat branches
enhance financial inclusion

Bank Muscat is continuing to ex-
pand its range of services and
features available for customers,
a press release said.

For about 40 years Bank Mus-
cat has been studying with great
attention the needs of its differ-
ent customer segments and
coming up with an expansion
strategy that aims to provide
banking services and financial in-
clusion across all parts of the
country. Today, the bank is
proud to have the largest branch
network spread across all gover-
norates in Oman, offering cus-
tomers easy banking
accessibility close to their places
of residence or work.

Speaking about the impor-
tance of the bank's branches,
Taya Eid Bait Sabeea, deputy
general manager - Interior Re-
gions, Bank Muscat, said, “Since
the bank’'s inception in 1982,
Bank Muscat has been keenly
implementing a strategic expan-
sion plan that enhances the ease
of banking and accessibility to its
large family of customers, ac-
cording to their varying needs.

The bank’s 146 retail banking
branches, including those in re-
mote areas, ensure that cus-
tomers can easily access the
bank’s services and facilities.
They play an active role in pro-
moting financial inclusion across
Oman from Musandam to Dho-
far. We would like to thank all
our esteemed customers for
their deep confidence in the bank
and promise to continue enhanc-
ing our services and facilities in
line with our customer-centric vi-
sion.”

The bank’s expanding branch
network are in areas where de-
velopmental activities are gain-
ing  momentum, highlighting
Bank Muscat's focus to remain
the nation’s bank of first choice.

They feature 'best in class’ secu-
rity practices and state of the art
facilities for the convenience and
comfort of customers. Branches
are staffed by well qualified and
experienced Omani employees
and offer an easy way to cus-
tomers to access the full range of
world class banking products
and services from Bank Muscat.
The bank  continuously
launches new services and facil-
ities according to customer feed-
back and global banking trends.
In 2020, Bank Muscat launched
two bus-based Mobile Banking
Units which are able to easily
travel to and operate in remote
locations to enhance financial in-
clusion. Through its branches,
Bank Muscat customers access
different services including open-
ing different accounts, getting
different financing products like
housing, personal and cars, at-
taining cards and many more.
Bank Muscat has also distin-
guished itself by providing the
largest e-channel network for the
benefit of its customers, with
over 800 ATMs and CDMs.

Al Injaz holds kindergarten Qur'an recitation

At Al Injaz Private School organ-
ised a Qur'an recitation compe-
tition for learners of kindergarten
schools on March 15.

Around 72 enthusiastic young
reciters from six eminent schools
of the city participated in this
event, apress release said. Amira
Fawzy Abdel Moneim Musa,

Walid Hammoud Saleh al Amri,
and Ashraf Mohammed al
Hourani were the judges of the
event.

The judges and the audience
applauded the participating
schools' participants for their
outstanding performance. Par-
ents and teachers were also

overwhelmed to see the audito-
rium fill up with the sweet voices
of the young reciters. They ap-
preciated the efforts of Al Injaz
Private School for organising
such an event after two years of
COVID-19 restrictions.

Director, Al Injaz Private
School, Amita Sharma, said,

“Learning opportunities like
these are the real education
which will take these learners a
long way in life.” She added that
activities like this are regular cal-
endar events and that the school
is looking forward to hosting
more such events in future as
things return to normal.

Huawei nova 9 SE launched in Oman at MCC

Huawei Consumer Business
Group launched the newest
phone Huawei nova 9 SE at an
exclusive event held at Huawei
Experience Store in City Centre
Muscat.

'Mid-range smartphones aim
to combine flagship-level fea-
tures with great value. You may
have to compromise slightly on
one aspect or another, but it's
often totally worth it. They also
come with many benefits be-
sides their competitive price,
they often boast premium fea-
tures, they're on par with the per-
formance of high-end phones
and they allow you to update to
a newer gadget without feeling
as guilty,' a press release said.

Huawei's newest mid-range
phone Huawei nova 9 SE is the
latest addition to their mid-range

offerings and is considered a

great choice for a mid-range

phone priced under RO130.
Huawei nova 9 SE is equipped

with a 108 MP Al Quad Camera
system, which comprises of a
108 MP main camera, an 8MP
ultra-wide-angle lens, a 2MP

Bokeh lens, and a 2MP macro
lens. With an impressive pixel
count, the T08MP ultra-high-de-
finition main camera allows

users to unleash their creativity
in sublime detail. The larger sen-
sor and advanced imaging tech-
nology allow the smartphone to
deliver extremely clear shots in
High-Res mode, creating lossless
images even when they are
zoomed in three times.

It can capture pictures in dark
environments and increase the
brightness while reducing noise
and improving the photo's dy-
namic range. You can also snap
perfect selfies in low light as the
Super Night Shot feature can ac-
curately recognise human faces
and optimise the background
while filtering out noise. With Al
recognition shutter technology,
enabling the smart adjustment
of the shutter, the nova 9 SE
captures dynamic scenes with
precision.

Indian embassy organises
India-Oman Business Meet

On the sidelines of the Oman
Design & Build Week (ODBW),
and Oman Real Estate Exhibition
(OREX), an India-Oman Busi-
ness Meet on Building and Con-
struction sector was organised
by the Embassy of India on
March 15.

The event saw the participa-
tion of 23 Indian companies
which were in Muscat to take
part in ODBW and OREX as part
of a delegation led by the Feder-
ation of Indian Export Organisa-
tions (FIEO). From the Omani
side, representatives of more
than 30 companies and business
houses from the construction
and infrastructure sector at-
tended the event for B2B interac-
tions with the Indian companies.

The Business Meet - the first

such B2B event organised by the
Embassy of India after the
COVID-19 pandemic - was
jointly inaugurated by H E Eng
Redha al Saleh, chairman, Oman
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry, and H E Amit Narang,
Ambassador of India.

During the course of the
event, participants shared their
experiences and discussed busi-
ness opportunities available to
both sides in these sectors. In-
dian participants displayed their
strong credentials for enhancing
exports to Oman and sought
partnerships with Omani coun-
terparts. With the economies of
both Oman and India emerging
from the pandemic with vigour,
participants were enthusiastic
about enhancing trade.
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New Nissan Patrol has exciting upgrades

In celebration of Nissan Patrol's
rich history and deeply-rooted
connection to the region, Nissan
Oman launched the new 2022
Patrol 70th Anniversary model in
the country, following its world
premiere at Expo 2020 Dubai.

The new edition of the icon of
Nissan's SUV heritage, loved by
generations of loyal customers,
is now available in Nissan show-
rooms in Oman, a press release
said.

Furthering the iconic SUV's
success in the Middle East, the
2022 Patrol 70th Anniversary is
a commemorative model exclu-
sive to the gulf region, honouring
its unmatched legacy of con-
quering all terrains.

Embodying power and pre-
mium quality, the 2022 Patrol
70th Anniversary model is more
luxurious and connected than
ever before with numerous sty-
listic and technological advance-
ments.

A striking V-Motion grille and
new 20-inch machine cut alloy
wheels embellish the exterior of
the iconic SUV, while all-new
burgundy interiors elevate the
level of opulence within the

cabin. An all-new 12.3-inch info-
tainment screen with wireless
Apple CarPlay and Android Auto
connectivity along with new 10.1-

inch rear entertainment screens,
allow drivers and passengers to
be more connected, while en-
hancing safety and enjoyment.

The Middle East formed a
powerful attachment with the
Nissan Patrol when the first-gen-
eration SUV landed in the Gulfin

1956. Proving itself as a reliable
and capable SUV that can con-
quer all terrains, the 2022 Patrol
70th Anniversary models builds

on the success of its predeces-
sors and rewrites the benchmark
for design, comfort, and tech-
nology.

Thierry Sabbagh, managing
director at Nissan Middle East,
said, “For decades, the Patrol has
built a rich legacy of being the
'Hero of All Terrain', while be-
coming proudly linked to the re-
gion and its people. We are
proud of the Patrol's journey and
its ongoing evolution to cater to
the unique needs and expecta-
tions of our customers across
generations. We mark this 70th
anniversary milestone with a
special model truly worthy of the
occasion, combining the best in

luxury, performance, and con-
nectivity. Our heritage continues
to move us forward and we are
excited to conquer the next 70
years together with our partners,
stakeholders and customers in
the region.”

A spokesperson for Nissan
Oman, from the house of Suhail
Bahwan Automobiles (SBA)
said, “Patrol is one of our longest-
standing and most cherished
models with a long and proud
heritage. We are proud of the
70th Anniversary model which
represents the peak of luxury and
ultimate capability. We are sure
that it will continue to provide
authentic experiences.”

Food Safety Academy
renews partnership with
UK's SFBB Systems

National Hospitality Institute
(NHI) has re-affirmed its 10
year partnership with specialist
UK food safety consultancy
SFBB Systems.

NHI's Robert MaclLean (Prin-
cipal) has confirmed, that after
two years of interruptions
brought about by the COVID-19
pandemic, NHI's Food Safety
Academy will continue to work
closely with SFBB Systems and
their lead consultant William
Wood, a press release said.

With 25 years' experience in
the industry, Wood will main-
tain hands-on support to the
NHI team and work directly
with clients in Muscat and
across Oman in delivering tai-
lored food safety training, audit-
ing and risk-based food safety
management / HACCP devel-
opment programmes for the
hospitality sector (hotel, restau-
rant and catering).

MacLean said, “The partner-
ship, to date, has proved to be
incredibly successful, and by
continuing with this collabora-
tive arrangement, NHI will be
able to provide ongoing special-
ist advice and support to
Oman's hotel and restaurant
sector which, although still
emerging out of the difficulties
caused by the pandemic, is set
to grow rapidly over the next
few years.”

He added, "We believe, that
after such a difficult two years
in the industry food establish-
ments may have lost personnel
responsible for managing hy-
giene/risk and may benefit
more than ever before from
tapping into specialist food
safety advice which is easily ac-
cessible right here in Muscat.”

NHI and SFBB Systems have
become known across the in-
dustry for providing honest,
practical and well-informed ad-
vice and have developed a good
working  relationship  with
clients such as Alila, The Chedi,
Anantara and Occidental as
well as building a trusted rela-
tionship with the Muscat Mu-
nicipality Food Control Team.

Wood, who refers himself to
clients as a ‘critical-friend’, said,
“the NHI Food Safety Academy
team will continue to assist
food business operators in gain-
ing a clear understanding of
their responsibilities, how to
comply with International, Re-
gional and Municipality food
safety and HACCP regulations
and guidance, and most impor-
tantly, ensure they have the
correct practices and proce-
dures in place across their op-
erations to ensure the delivery
of safe food to their customers.
The mantra of safer food means
better business underpins
everything we do.’

NHI announces, that in addi-
tion to its already successful
Food Safety Award scheme,
where food businesses are
awarded a certificate and win-
dow sticker showing that they
have passed a NHI Food Safety
Audit, a new 3 year HACCP
Certification Programme is now
being offered through the ac-
credited partnership organisa-
tion. The certification s
awarded to hospitality food
businesses who can demon-
strate they are meeting interna-
tionally recognised standards
and are consistently managing
these across their entire ope-
rations.

JACTS8

Natural Shrimp Aquaculture
Company has been in the shrimp
cultivating business for a long
time and is amongst the market
leaders courtesy the unmatched
quality and freshness they pro-
vide in their shrimps. Everything
to do with the cultivation is done
inhouse from production to har-
vesting to preserving the quality.

When quality is super essen-
tial searching for a reliable trans-
portation  partner becomes
extremely important. After a
thorough market study, the first
choice transportation partner be-
came very obvious. The powerful
and purposeful turbocharged
JAC T8, a mid size pickup that
delivers exceptional power and
efficiency, making it an ex-
tremely reliable option for cater-
ing to business needs.

Once JAC T8 became a part-
ner of Natural Shrimp Aquacul-
ture the pickups are being

pickup ideal for business needs

utilised in multiple ways, prima-
rily for laboratory shrimp sample
transfer and also for transfer of
personnel. JAC T8 is a powerful
turbocharged pickup that gener-
ates enough power to give you
the best performance in the most
challenging terrains. Its body is
sturdier, its powertrain is stouter,
and its chassis is ready to endure

the high demanding muddy,
rocky, and sandy environments.
Those hoping to hit the trails can
enjoy its unique off-road suspen-
sion. Its solid and bold appear-
ance complements the robust
engine and makes it a stylish
workhorse that can perfectly fit
to carry out any number of tasks,
a press release said.

JAC T8 is well-equipped, with
a quiet upmarket touch screen
infotainment system, including
Bluetooth compatibility, a USB
port and SD-card,tyre-pressure
monitoring system, a reverse
camera, dual airbags and artifi-
cial leather seats. Exterior ameni-
ties include a stylish roll over bar
and running boards. Available in

2WD or 4WD and in Classic,
Comfort and Luxury Plus config-
urations JAC T8 pick-up comes
with 5years/200,000km war-
ranty (whichever comes earlier)
making it a safe and sound
choice for all off-road enthusiasts
and an excellent business trans-
port solution for those living and
working in the sultanate.

NMC offers endo-AVF for renal failure patients

NMC Speciality Hospital has
launched a facility for AV (Arte-
riovenous) fistula which is the
first of its kind in the sultanate in
the private sector.

NMC Hospital, in association
with Heart & Vascular Centre,
Azaiba, and the support of In-
traMedica, the distributer for
'WavelinQ' endoAVF technology
in Oman, performed Endo AV
fistula creation successfully for
two hemodialysis patients last
week.

The procedure was done at
the state of the art Cath Lab at
NMC Hospital under the super-
vision of Dr Faisal Alam, visiting
senior consultant Vascular and
Endovascular surgeon from HVC
Azaiba.

"Patients undergoing regular
hemodialysis sessions need a
clean and safe environment

along with specialised care, be-
sides AV fistula formation for
regular maintenance of dialysis,”

Dr Alam said. “It is a unique pro-
cedure through which the vein
and artery are connected and

hence the dialysis sessions can
be carried out with minimum
complications and long-standing
issues.

“The new state of the art pro-
cedure, called 'endoAVF', en-
sures that the pain and
complications in dialysis is re-
duced and provides maximum
patient benefit. Traditionally, the
AV fistulas are created surgically
through a skin incision but en-
doAVF technology makes it pos-
sible to create a fistula through
needle punctures.” Dr Faisal
added.

NMC Hospital, Ghubra, is the
first hospital in Oman to perform
the breakthrough procedure in
association with Dr Faisal Alam,
visiting vascular surgeon.

NBO provides new direct debit service for corporates

National Bank of Oman (NBO)
has launched its new direct debit
service for corporate clients.
Under the guidance of the Cen-
tral Bank of Oman (CBO) and for
the first time in Oman, compa-
nies can now automise their
monthly payments, eliminating
the need for cheques.

To apply for the service, cus-
tomers simply need to fill in the
direct debit mandate and submit
it at any NBO branch or via their
assigned relationship manager

for a secure, reliable and efficient
payments' experience. Mean-
while, in line with the bank’s dig-
ital strategy, it is also gearing up
to introduce the service digitally,
through its Corporate Internet
Banking platform, a press release
said.

Mohammed Yahya al Jabri,
AGM - head of Global Transac-
tion Banking at NBO, said, “Di-
rect debit is a game changing
solution for businesses. Working
the same way as personal direct

debit for monthly bills, it ensures
that payments will be made au-
tomatically on a set date, remov-
ing the need to wait around for
authorisation. Through it, we are
helping our clients monitor, con-
trol and manage all their pay-
ments with greater operational
efficiency and ease, so they
never miss another bill pay-
ment.”

NBOQ's direct debit service is
available through CBO's fully
dedicated system, which con-

nects all of the banks in Oman,
and offers a range of benefits for
both large companies and SME's
in a variety of industries including
real estate, automotive, trading,
finance, and many more. With a
quick and simple registration
process, immediate auto debit/
credit, and predictable planned
payments that can be easily
tracked, managed and con-
trolled, customers are empow-
ered to operate the functionality
with ease and at their conven-

ience, along with a comprehen-
sive dashboard of transactions.

NBO's corporate banking
suite offers a range of innovative
solutions that cater to its cus-
tomer's day-to-day banking
needs, backed up with the sup-
port of experienced and dedi-
cated relationship managers.
Using cutting-edge technology,
its Corporate Internet Banking
(CIB) platform empowers com-
panies and government entities
to do instant transactions.

ANNOUNCEMENT

The Filipino Community Social Club
(FILCOSOC) would like to invite all its bona fide
members (members who are active and in good
standing for at least three (3) months) to attend
the General Assembly (GA) meeting on 25
March 2022 from 9AM onwards at Rozana
Hotel, Al Khuwair.
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CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1) “The Reed Show”

6) Garden bulb
1) Impressive

degree
14) Steer clear of

15) Protective layer
16) Apiece, in scores

17) Wood lighters?
19) Game for “it"
20) “Yo!"

21) Shake a leg
22) Dream Team country

23) Involve deeply
27) Emancipate

29) Secret agent org.

30) Carve in stone
32) Like a pink
steak

33) Guinness World
Records suffix

34) Put off
36) Health store beans

(var.)
39) Brought into play

41) Some bays
43) Viral internet item

44) Fiery funeral mounds
46) Trials and
tribulations, essentially

48) Subsidy
49) Part of a foot

51) Protein, often

52) Genetic material

53) Freeway catastrophe
56) Offspring acquired
by marnage

58) "“Aviv" header

59) Bird that can't take

defense

10) Former Spanish coins
11) Time for the elderly?
12) World-weary

13) Pond buildup

18) It may be beaten or
bucked

flight 23) Become frozen
60) Address for a 24) Hip-hop's Elliott
dot-com 25) Appear in

61) Foreman vanquisher
62) Old cinema star

68) Felt topper

69) “+" pole

70) Barely leading on the
scoreboard

71) Service charge

72) Have a hunch

73) Three-player convertible fLfalols Fr
cardgames 40) Some animal 'h S| E|A R
shelters ‘Bla|L|L ¥
DOWN 42) Lady Liberty, for one s(plea k-
1) Beaver's work 45) Frameworks s D s T
2) Egg cells 47) Common sound :‘I" ok L
3) “Ask_ what your systems :.“ Ma o
country ... " 50) Caring and decent to ..b Als H xn
b|n|T|O L
4) Comer of the market others sl1lels
5) Clung 53) Group on the payroll Far Mg
6) Young'un 54) Donnybrook e o
7) Certain machine gun 55) Stage, as a show "FlElEIL o
8) Ness and Lomond 57) Sound of a BB LlolnlE G
9) More like a squid's striking tin "U 5|5 R Y

thin air

26) Brilliant acclaim
28) Gift tag word

31) Female seal group
35) Affirmative
responses

37) Acid type

38) It's hardly a

63) Things displayed at
checkpoints
64) "Originally named”

65) Narc's org.
66) Caught off base
67) CD predecessors

NOTE PAD

m |z |2

B (miw (< |m|m |

ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19

You've shaken off the lingering remnants of that serious
attitude you were recently forced to wear, and not a
moment too soon! After all, you have your reputation to
think of. It's long past time to have some fun, and your only
dilemma now is which charming offer to accept and

which to postpone, if absolutely necessary. It's absolutely
necessary to free your self and have some fun.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20

This dutiful, responsible mood that has overtaken you

has gone on for far too long, and you've decided that enough is
finally enough. You're going to have some serious fun,

and you're going to have it now! Whichever companion

you invite along for the ride will be far beyond delighted.

Feel free to say anything you might otherwise

be hesitant about.

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 27

We all need to let loose and have some fun every now and
then, especially you! It's not all that uncommon of a state of
affairs for you, because after all, you can't live without variety.
At the moment, though, you're even more freewheeling,
optimistic, and ready to play than usual. There's just one
thing to do: Gather the troops and organise something
absolutely unforgettable!

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22

Invitations aren't hard for you to come by, and it's not

too hard to talk you into accepting them. The most attractive
offer likely arrives via someone who wants to thank you for
something sweet you did. This time, don't refuse the
gesture! Everyone deserves their time in the spotlight

when it's earned, and you've certainly earned it

this time.

DAILY

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22

You're an entertainer. There are plenty of opportunities to strut
your stuff over the next couple of days, and you should jump on
all of them. You don't need an actual stage to perform. Try a
dinner table, a gathering of friends, or your own home. No
matter where you are, give your fans what they clamour for.
You know what you are getting into; enjoy every entertaining
moment. This is going to be fun.

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22

No matter what your best friend says, you need to trust your
instincts now and ignore all the doubts that inevitably come
your way. If you do go against your intuition and it doesn't work
out, you're likely to spend far too long wondering what might
have happened. This way, at least you should know that there
really was no other way for you to act or react. You may even
cross paths with someone you'd never have met otherwise!

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22

A sweet, frivolous invitation arrives, one that involves nothing
but fun. After the past few weeks, you're unlikely to refuse or
even think about refusing. You might need to talk your current
significant other into joining you, but you should be able to
entice them with either a romantic dinner or an espresso

at that little out-of-the-way cafe . You've got what it takes to
have the best of both worlds.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21
You don't mind at all when someone else steps on your lines or
tries to steal credit from you. It's like they don't understand that
making things happen is more important than simple
recognition. No one loves operating from behind the scenes as
much as you do, being in charge of the whole production
without hogging the spotlight. Bring something awesome to life
and forget about what history has to say.

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER21
Recent events that you're somewhat less than pleased about
might make it tempting to just hop in the car, on a bus, or on a
plane and basically go anywhere that isn't here. That's not really
your style, though. You're used to facing life head-on, and
there's simply no reason for you to do anything differently now.
Show up as expected with a grin and a wise comment.

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
As is so often the case, you've got something to show the world.
This time the lesson involves the virtue of subtlety at a time
when it's far easier for us all to just give in and make a show of
things. Strutting your stuff, the same way the rest of the planet's
population is strutting theirs, might be the easy thing to do,

but that just doesn't tempt you. On the other hand, you

prefer to go your own way.

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18
You've already paid your dues, and nobody can argue with that.
Your karmic account should now be firmly in the black, so it's
definitely time for some much-deserved fun. Someone out there
has noticed what you've been through lately, and they're more
than willing to offer up their services to show you how to

have a good time again. Go along on whatever adventure
they've planned.

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20
You're not expecting it from them, but a pal does you a
tremendous favour. You're not expecting this particular
person to go out of their way for you, and you're pleasantly
surprised to note that they also don't take a single bit of
credit for it. They might try to be totally anonymous in
their efforts. If so, don't make a big deal of it, but do offer
them a wink and a smile.

TEST YOUR

1. Baffin Bay is on which
continent?

A. Asia

B. South America

C. Europe

D. North America

2. In cricket, what term is used
to describe the situation when
a batsman is ‘out’ for no score
in both innings of the same
two-innings match?

A. Golden duck

B. Bronze duck

C. Silver duck

D. Pair

3. What song was a UK #1 hit
for Mike and the Mechanics in
19897

A. Age of Reason

B. Reelin" in the Years

C. The Year of the Cat

D. The Living Years

ag€ g'¢ D'l siomsuy

KIDS

LEVEL EASY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every

only one instance of each number

column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1to 9 and

Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by
linking adjacent letters - to the left,
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal
to each other. The Boggles Classic
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words
are valued at one point for each
letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one
point, a four letter word is worth
two points, and so on. Valid words
must be at least three letters long.

Solution 20-25 words:
Excellent, 15-20 words: Very
good, 10-15 words: Good,
5-10 words: Average

You have three minutes to find
all the words contained in this
word.

Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don't count

ANSWER
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Russia fires hypersonic missiles

as Ukraine presses for peace deal

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky delivers a video address in

Ukraine on Saturday (AFp)

Kyiv, Ukraine - Russia on Satur-
day admitted using advanced hy-
personic missiles for the first
time in the Ukraine conflict as
Kyiv's embattled
leader  Volodymyr Zelensky
called for urgent peace talks.

Moscow also said its troops
had broken Ukrainian defences
to enter the strategic southern
port city of Mariupol and de-
stroyed radio and intelligence
sites just outside Odessa.

Ukrainian authorities said
they had ‘temporarily’ lost ac-
cess to the Sea of Azov although
Russia has effectively controlled
the coastline for weeks after
ringing Mariupol.

Russia said it had on Friday
used the Kinzhal (Dagger) high-
precision hypersonic missile,
which can elude most defence
systems, to destroy an arms
depot in Deliatyn, a village near
the border with Romania.

Moscow has never admitted

using the state-of-the-art missile
in combat before.

“The enemy targeted our de-
pots” but “we have no informa-
tion of the type of missile,”
Ukrainian air force spokesman
Yuri Ignat told AFP.

“There has been damage, de-
struction and the detonation of
munitions,” he said. “They are
using all the missiles in their ar-
senal against us.”

‘Time to meet, talk’
Meanwhile Ukraine's leader
once again appealed for peace.

“This is the time to meet, to
talk, time for renewing territorial
integrity and fairness for
Ukraine,” Zelensky said in a
Facebook video.

“Otherwise, Russia's losses
will be such, that several gener-
ations will not recover.”

Ukraine claimed on Saturday
that a Russian general had been
killed by strikes on an airfield

outside Kherson, just north of
Crimea, saying he was the fifth
top-ranking officer killed since
the invasion began on February
24,

A US official said Russia's of-
fensive remains largely stalled
overall, with troops about 30km
east of the capital Kyiv and facing
heavy resistance.

Britain's defence ministry said
Russia was struggling to provide
its forward troops ‘with even
basic essentials such as food and
fuel' because of Ukrainian at-
tacks on their supply lines.

But as in previous negotia-
tions there appeared to be little
progress in reaching a ceasefire,
with Russian President Vladimir
Putin accusing Ukraine of 'nu-
merous war crimes' during a call
late on Friday with French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron.

British Foreign Secretary Liz
Truss accused Moscow of using
the talks as a 'smokescreen’ as it

carried out ‘appalling atrocities’,
saying she was ‘very sceptical’
they would produce a break-
through.

Fighting rages

As Putin’s ground offensive has
met with fierce resistance,
Moscow has increasingly turned

YURIIGNAT

to indiscriminate air and long-
range strikes.

Friday's attack on the arms
depot was the latest strike in
western Ukraine, which until a
few days ago had remained rela-
tively unscathed by Russia's
push toward key cities from the

north and east.

On Friday, Russian forces de-
stroyed an aircraft repair plant
near the airport of Lviv, where
millions of people have fled as
rockets and shelling continue to
rain down on Kyiv.

In Mariupol, rescuers were
still searching for hundreds of

people trapped under the wreck-
age of a bombed theatre where
over 1,000 people had been
seeking shelter.

At the time of the attack, Mar-
iupol's city council said that over
1,000 people were sheltering in
the theatre's basement when it

was hit on Wednesday.

There was still no information
about potential fatalities, Zelen-
sky said, but 130 people had
been saved so far - some ‘heavily
injured’.

“This is no longer Mariupol,
it's hell,” said resident Tamara
Kavunenko, 58. “The streets are
full with the bodies of civilians.”

Russian forces also carried
out a large-scale air strike on
Mykolaiv in the south on Friday,
killing dozens of young Ukrain-
ian ensigns at their brigade
headquarters.

An ensign who gave his name
as Yevgen said it was home to
about 200 of them.

A military spokeswoman said
the final toll was still unknown, as
rescuers and soldiers were still
pulling out bodies as well as sur-
vivors Saturday, according to
AFP reporters at the scene.

“We're still counting but it's
impossible to know, given the

state of the bodies,” one rescuer
said.

More than 3.25mn refugees
have fled Ukraine and countless
others have sought havens in
the country's west, though
Putin said his forces were doing
‘everything possible’ to avoid
civilian casualties during his lat-
est call with Macron, according
to the Kremlin.

But Zelensky accused Russian
forces of blocking aid around
hotspot areas.

“| escaped war to reach stabil-
ity, only to find myself trapped in
another war,” said Mazen
Dammag, a Yemeni who fled his
war-torn homeland nearly six
years ago for Ukraine.

He and several friends hired
taxis to take them from Odessa
to Poland, some 1,000km north,
and eventually Bremen in Ger-
many, where he spoke with AFP
by video.

AFP

Rescuers carry a Ukrainian soldier saved after 30 hours from debris of the military school hit by Russian rockets,

in Mykolaiv, southern Ukraine, on Saturday (AFp)

Dozens killed after
military barracks hit

Mykolaiv, Ukraine - Dozens of
soldiers were killed after Russian
troops struck a Ukrainian military
barracks in the southern city of
Mykolaiv, witnesses told AFP on
Saturday while a rescue opera-
tion was underway.

“No fewer than 200 soldiers
were sleeping in the barracks”
when Russian troops struck early
on Friday, a Ukrainian serviceman
on the ground, 22-year-old
Maxim, told AFP without provid-
ing his last name.

"At least 50 bodies have been
recovered, but we do not know
how many others are in the rub-
ble,” he said.

Another soldier estimated that
the bombing could have killed
around 100 people.

Authorities have not yet re-
leased an official death toll.

The military facility located in
the north of the city was fully de-
stroyed after being hit by several
rockets on Friday morning.

"Yesterday orcs hit our sleep-
ing soldiers with a rocket in a
cowardly manner,” Vitaly Kim,
head of the regional administra-
tion, said in a video on Saturday,
using the Ukrainian nickname for
Russian forces.

“A rescue operation is under
way,” he added. He did not pro-
vide further details, saying he ex-
pected to receive official
information from the armed
forces.

AFP journalists at the site ear-
lier in the day saw the bodies of

three people, including a shred-
ded corpse extracted from under
the rubble by rescue workers.

A survivor was also pulled out.

“"We are continuing to count
but it is impossible to know given
the state of the bodies,” a rescuer
told AFP.

Mykolaiv's mayor Oleksandr
Senkevych told local journalists
that the city, which had a pre-war
population of nearly half a million
residents, had been struck from
the neighbouring region of Kher-
son, now under Russian control.

For days, the Russians have
bombarded Mykolaiv, which lies
on the road to the strategic port
city of Odessa some 130km
down the Black Sea coastline.
AFP

Aid agencies struggle to reach trapped

Rome, Italy- Aid agencies are
struggling to reach people
trapped in Ukrainian cities
ringed by Russian forces, the
UN's World Food Programme
said on Saturday, including hun-
dreds of thousands of women
and children.

“The challenge is to get to
the cities that are encircled or
about to be encircled,” emer-
gency coordinator Jakob Kern
told AFP, describing the situa-
tion as ‘dire’.

Lack of humanitarian access
is making it almost impossible
to deliver emergency food sup-
plies to the besieged port city of
Mariupol, the northeastern city
of Kharkiv and the northeastern

A volunteer cooks for Ukrainian evacuees at the Ukrainian-Romanian

border in Siret, northern Romania, on Saturday (AFp)

city of Sumy.

It was a tactic that was ‘un-
acceptable in the 21st century’,
Kern said.

The Rome-based WFP has
had to start the mission to stock
up Ukraine's warehouses ‘from
zero', and replacing broken food

supply chains amidst bitter
fighting is a ‘'mammoth task’, he
said. The agency hopes to reach
3.Imn people in Ukraine, but ef-
forts to move supplies such as
pasta, rice and canned meat
around are hampered by diffi-
culties in finding willing truck
drivers.

“The closer you go to these
cities, the more worried they
are about their safety,” Kern
said.

“And that means we're not
able to reach these people in
Mariupol, Sumy, Kharkiv, in the
cities that are almost encircled
by now - or completely in the
case of Mariupol,” he added.
AFP

Elderly Ukrainians find shelter in subway car

Kyiv, Ukraine - It is not clear
what makes Valentyna Katkova
cry more: illness and old age, or
the fact that she now lives in a
Kyiv subway car, fleeing Russian
bombing.

The 77-year-old is one of
some 200 Kyivans who have
found shelter in a metro station
in the northwest of the city as
Moscow's forces slowly try to
encircle the city. Some of them
are elderly people, who prefer
the artificial leather seats of the
subway car to sleeping on mat-
tresses or in tents on the granite
floor of the Syrets station.

Katkova appears in the sliding

A Ukrainian emergencies psychologist helps an elderly woman evacuated

from a residential building damaged by shelling in Kyiv (AFP)

doors of a blue subway car with
a yellow stripe - Ukraine's na-
tional colours.

She is hard of hearing, speaks

unintelligibly and cannot stop
crying when asked about how
many days and nights she spent
in the cold and damp subway

dungeon. “Since February 24,"
the woman says, the date when
Russia launched its invasion of
Ukraine.

The Kyiv metro, with some of
the deepest stations in the world,
has been a haven for thousands
of Kyivans since the first days of
the war.

Seventy-year-old Nina Pid-
dubna, Katkova's neighbour in
the next car, complains of having
felt unwell in the first days of her
stay here. "l felt very bad here, |
had a fever," says the woman,
sitting in the car and wrapped in
a blue woollen blanket.

AFP
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Syria's President Bashar al-Assad (left) meeting with the UAE's de facto ruler Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed al-Nahyan, in the capital Abu Dhabi on Friday (AFp)

Syria's Assad visits UAE, first
trip to an Arab state since war

Dubai, UAE - Syrian President
Bashar al-Assad held talks in the
United Arab Emirates on Friday,
his first official visit to an Arab
country since civil war erupted in
2011, UAE state media said.

The meeting is the latest sign
of warming relations between
Syria and the UAE, which had
broken ties with Damascus in
February 2012.

Assad met with the UAE's de
facto ruler, Abu Dhabi Crown
Prince Sheikh Mohammed bin
Zayed Al-Nahyan, discussing
‘fraternal relations’ between the
two countries, the WAM news
agency reported.

They also discussed efforts to
‘contribute to the consolidation of
security, stability and peace in the
Arab region and the Middle East’,
it added.

Sheikh Mohammed said he

hoped the visit would ‘pave the
way for goodness, peace and sta-
bility to prevail in Syria and the
entire region’, WAM said.

The pair also discussed ways
of ‘preserving the territorial in-
tegrity of Syria and the with-
drawal of foreign forces from the
country’, it said, as well as means
of providing ‘political and human-
itarian support for Syria'.

Syria's  SANA state news
agency said the meeting helped
‘strengthen cooperation’ be-
tween the two sides.

Photographs released by the
Syrian presidency also showed
Assad meeting with Dubai's ruler
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid
al-Maktoum during the one-day
visit.

Sanctions on Syria
Syria's economy has been bat-

tered by a decade of conflict and
gruelling sanctions, and the Arab
League suspended Damascus
after the war broke out 11 years
ago.

In December 2018, the
UAE reopened its embassy in
Damascus, suggesting an effort
to bring the Syrian government
back into the Arab fold.

The move was followed by the
UAE's calling in March last year
for Syria to return to the Arab
League - having been a key
backer of its suspension.

In November, the UAE's top
diplomat met Assad in the Syrian
capital for the first time since the
conflict started, a move that trig-
gered US denunciations of efforts
to normalise ties with a 'dictator’.

About half a million people
have died and millions have been
displaced since the conflict

erupted in 2011, after nationwide
protests against the government
were met with a brutal crack-
down. It escalated into a devas-
tating and complex war that drew
in numerous actors including mil-
itant groups and regional and in-
ternational powers.

The UAE is one of the six Gulf
Cooperation Council member
states that took a tough stance
against Damascus in 2012 and
eventually recognised an opposi-
tion umbrella group as the repre-
sentative of Syria.

Damascus has struggled to
secure international aid, namely
from oil-rich Arab states.

But in recent years, some re-
gional powers see warming up to
Damascus as a way of luring
Syria away from the exclusive re-
gional influence of Iran - a
staunch supporter of Assad's

government that has expanded
its military footprint in Syria
throughout the course of the con-
flict.

Earlier this month, the UN
commission for inquiry on Syria
called for ‘a review of the imple-
mentation and impacts of sanc-
tions currently imposed on Syria’
in light of deteriorating living con-
ditions.

But on Tuesday, Britain,
France, Germany, ltaly and the
United States said in a joint state-
ment that they do ‘not support
efforts to normalise relations with
the Assad regime’.

The statement was made to
commemorate 11 years since the
start of the anti-government up-
rising in Syria, which was marked
by thousands of protesters in
Syria's rebel enclave of Idlib.

AFP

4 US troops killed
in military plane
crash in Norway

This file photo shows MV-22B Osprey aircraft being operated

during military exercise in Babadag, Romania on May 26, 2015 (AFP)

Oslo, Norway - A US military
plane taking part in NATO
exercises has crashed in Nor-
way, killing all four American
troops on board, the Scandi-
navian country's army said
on Saturday.

The four were taking part in
the Cold Response military ex-
ercises involving 30,000
troops from NATO and part-
ner countries.

About 200 planes and
some 50 ships are taking part
in the exercises, which will
continue until April 1.

Their plane, a V-22B Os-
prey aircraft belonging to the
US Marine Corps, was re-
ported missing on Friday
evening south of Bodo in
northern Norway.

At 01:30 (0030 GMT) on
Saturday, ‘the police arrived at
the scene. The police in Nord-
land County now confirm that
the crew of four have died. As
far as the police know, the four
are of American nationality’,
the Norwegian defence min-
istry said in a statement.

The US Marine Corps ear-
lier confirmed ‘a mishap’ in-
volving a MV-22B Osprey
during the exercises and said
Norwegian civil authorities
were leading the search and
rescue efforts. “It's with great

sadness that we received the
message saying that four
American soldiers died in a
plane crash last night,” Nor-
wegian Prime Minister Jonas
Gahr Store said on Twitter.

Cold Response 2022 aims
to test how Norway would
manage allied reinforcements
on its soil in the event that
NATO's mutual defence
clause were triggered. Ten-
sions between Russia and
NATO have soared following
Moscow's invasion of Ukraine,
but the exercises were
planned long before that of-
fensive began on February 24.
AFP

Joe Biden warns Xi against China
backing Russia’s war in Ukraine

Washington, US - US President
Joe Biden laid out to Chinese
leader Xi Jinping on Friday the
‘consequences’ of any backing
for Russia in its war against
Ukraine, the White House said,
as Beijing showed no sign of join-
ing Western condemnation of
the invasion.

The comments came during a
nearly two-hour phone call be-
tween the leaders of the world's
two largest economies, focusing
on Ukraine, where China's close
ally Russia is in the fourth week
of a bloody assault.

The White House said that
Biden described to Xi ‘the impli-
cations and consequences if
China provides material support
to Russia as it conducts brutal at-
tacks against Ukrainian cities and
civilians'.

The White House refused to
characterise Xi's response to the
warning or say how hard Biden
pushed him. “It wasn't about
making asks, it wasn't about
making assessments. It was
about having an ongoing dia-
logue,” Press Secretary Jen Psaki
said.

But she said that ‘is something
we'll be watching and the world
will be watching'.

Beijing was ambiguous about
Xi's position after the call.

Chinese state television
CCTV reported that Xi said the
war was ‘in no one's interest’
and that ‘state-to-state rela-
tions cannot go to the stage of

This file photo shows Biden meeting with Xi Jinping during a virtual summit
from the White House in Washington, DC on November 15, 2021 (AFP)

military hostilities'.

However, there was no men-
tion of direct criticism of Russian
President Vladimir Putin and a
readout from the Chinese foreign
ministry laid some responsibility
for Russia’s invasion of its neigh-
bour to the West.

“The US and NATO should
also have dialogue with Russia to
address the crux of the Ukraine
crisis and ease security concerns
of both Russia and Ukraine,” the
foreign ministry noted.

With the Chinese leader re-
fusing to condemn Putin, Wash-
ington fears Beijing could go
further, delivering financial and
military support to Russia and
transforming an already explo-
sive transatlantic standoff into a
global dispute.

If that were to happen, not
only could China help Russia to
weather sanctions and continue
the war, but Western govern-
ments would face the painful de-
cision of how to strike back at the

world's second-biggest econ-
omy, likely prompting turmoil on
international markets.

Washington is racing to ward
off that crisis, both by warning of
fallout for China and appealing to
Xi's ambitions to be a world
player.

China should ‘understand that
their future is with the United
States, with Europe, with other
developed and developing coun-
tries around the world. Their fu-
ture is not to stand with Vladimir
Putin’, Deputy Secretary of State
Wendy Sherman told CNN.

Secretary of State Antony
Blinken earlier urged China to
use its 'leverage’ on Moscow.

The Biden-Xi call - the first
since November - came after US
National Security Advisor Jake
Sullivan and Yang Jiechi, the Chi-
nese Communist Party’s chief
diplomat, held what the White
House called a ‘substantial
seven-hour meeting in Rome this
week.

Against a backdrop of already
intense US-Chinese tensions
over Taiwan and trade disputes,
the ability or failure of Biden and
Xi to come to an understanding
on the unfolding mayhem in Eu-
rope will reverberate widely.

Xi and Putin symbolically
sealed their close partnership
when they met last month at the
Winter Olympics in Beijing - just
before Putin launched his on-
slaught on Ukraine.

AFP

Glauco arrives at a hospital, in Manaus, Amazonas state, Brazil, on Thursday (AFP)

Lost Brazilian boys survive
25-day ordeal in rainforest

Manaus, Brazil - Two Brazilian
Indigenous boys aged seven and
nine have been found after sur-
viving 25 days lost in the Ama-
zon rainforest, where they ate
fruit and drank rainwater to stay
alive, officials said on Friday.
Brothers Glauco, 7, and Glei-
son, 9, were found on Tuesday
35km from the spot where they
went missing, famished and de-
hydrated but otherwise fine.
“They are suffering from mal-
nutrition and severe dehydration,
but they are gaining weight, with
no risk to their lives,” Januario

Carneiro da Cunha Neto, an in-
digenous health official in the
northern city of Manaus, told
AFP.

The boys, members of the In-
digenous Mura group, went
missing on February 18, when
they left their village in the rural
county of Manicore in Amazonas
state and entered the dense rain-
forest to hunt for birds.

“They survived on rainwater,
lake water and sorva,” a local
fruit rich in carbohydrates and
fats, Carneiro said.

The authorities had given up

the search for the boys. But local
Indigenous residents kept look-
ing for them, until one day a fam-
ily friend who was out gathering
wood found them by chance,
Carneiro said.

He said the older boy had car-
ried the younger one on his back
when he grew too weak to walk.

The boys were taken Thurs-
day to a hospital in Manaus and
were being treated for some cuts
and infections, but fortunately
avoided any run-ins with snakes
or other wildlife, he said.

AFP
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China under threat by Omicron outbreak

The country reported two

deaths in lJilin,

hardest hit

by the rise in cases

Shanghai, China - China reported
two COVID-19 deaths on Satur-
day, its first in more than a year,
underlining the threat posed by
an Omicron outbreak that has
triggered the country’s highest
case count since the pandemic's
onset.

The National Health Commis-
sion said both deaths occurred in
Jilin, the northeastern province
which has been hardest hit by a
nationwide rise in cases that has
prompted lockdowns or tight re-
strictions in several cities.

The deaths were the first re-
ported in mainland China since
January 2021, and bring the
country’'s death toll from the
pandemic to 4,638.

China reported 4,051 new in-
fections on Saturday, down from
4,365 the day before, the health
commission said, with more than
half of the new cases in Jilin.

Beijing's communist leader-
ship has touted the low death
rate relative to other countries as
evidence of the strength of its

one-party governance model.

The two new deaths were
buried in the health commis-
sion’s daily report, and state-
controlled media made little
mention of them.

Officials in Jilin later said both
victims were male, 65 and 87
years old, and both had a range
of underlying health problems
associated with advanced age.

Zero-COVID

under pressure

The coronavirus emerged in the
central city of Wuhan in late
2019 but China has largely kept
it under control through strict
border controls, lengthy quaran-
tines and targeted lockdowns.

But the highly transmissible
Omicron variant is posing a chal-
lenge to the effectiveness and
long-term viability of the govern-
ment's zero-COVID strategy.

In recent weeks some official
sources have suggested China
may at some point need to co-
exist with COVID-19 as other

Workers wearing protective gear look on as people wait to be tested for the COVID-19 at a residential compound in Shanghai on Friday (AFp)

countries are doing, warning of
the economic impact of mass
lockdowns.

President Xi Jinping said on
Thursday that China would
stick with its zero-COVID strat-

egy but allow for a more 'tar-
geted' approach.

While in the past full lock-
downs could be expected for any
outbreak, authorities around the
country have responded with

varying measures to the latest
viral spread.

Some cities have been closed
off, including the southern tech
hub of Shenzhen, home to
17.5mn people. But Shenzhen's

measures were partially eased
following Xi's comments.
Shanghai, meanwhile, has
moved schooling online and
rolled out mass testing, but has
avoided a full lockdown.

Authorities have said people
with mild cases can isolate at
central quarantine facilities, hav-
ing previously sent all patients
with any symptoms to specialist
hospitals.

But tens of millions of people
remain under stay-at-home or-
ders across China due to the
outbreak, which has sent daily
reported new cases soaring
from less than 100 just three
weeks ago to several thousand
per day.

Beijing also has watched nerv-
ously as Hong Kong has strug-
gled to contain an Omicron
outbreak that has sent deaths in
the semi-autonomous southern
Chinese city soaring into the
thousands.

Mainland China officials have
moved to create new hospital
beds over fears the virus could
put the health system under
strain.

Jilin has built eight ‘makeshift
hospitals’ and two quarantine
centres.

State news outlets this week
broadcast footage of dozens of
giant cranes assembling tempo-
rary medical facilities in Jilin,
which has only around 23,000
hospital beds for 24mn residents.
AFP

Myanmar toresume international
passenger flights from April 17

Yangon, Myanmar - Myanmar
will resume international passen-
ger flights from April 17, the mil-
itary said on Saturday, lifting a
two-year ban on foreign tourists.

The Southeast Asian nation
closed its borders to visitors in
March 2020 at the beginning of
the coronavirus pandemic in an
attempt to prevent rising infec-
tions. Myanmar was further iso-
lated after a coup last year saw
huge protests and a bloody mili-
tary crackdown on dissent, send-
ing its economy - including its
tourism industry - into freefall.

“We will open all international
flights on 17 April, and can fly as
regularly,” said the National Cen-
tral Committee on Prevention,
Control and Treatment of Coro-
navirus Disease, citing falling
COVID-19 infections.

In a statement it said the deci-
sion was ‘in order to improve the
tourism business sector, and in
order to have smooth trip for vis-
itors who come to visit Myanmar'.

Visitors will be required to
quarantine for a week - undergo-
ing two PCR tests - and must be

This file photo shows a girl looking at souvenirs in front of a temple in Bagan in Myanmar on January 18, 2020 (AFp)

fully vaccinated, according to the
health ministry.

Myanmar's tourism industry
was battered by the pandemic,
with the country registering
40,000 daily COVID-19 cases at
its peak last year. It has recorded
almost 20,000 deaths in total.

Spiralling violence following
the junta takeover has also
dented business, with many in-
ternational firms pulling out of
the nation.

More than 1,600 people have
been killed by security forces and
over 11,000 arrested since the

coup, according to a local moni-
toring group.

The junta indicated late last
year it was moving to reopen to
international visitors in 2022,
hoping to take advantage of the
slew of local traditional holidays.
AFP

Drug kingpin wanted by US
escapes Colombian prison

Bogota, Colombia - A notorious
drug lord wanted by prosecutors
in the United States escaped
from a prison in Colombia on Fri-
day, authorities confirmed.

Juan Larrinson Castro Es-
tupinan, known as Matamba, is a
powerful figure in the Gulf Clan
drug trafficking organisation.

He was detained last May and
accused of asset laundering and
of trafficking cocaine and heroin.

But on Friday, he escaped from
the La Picota prison in Bogota, al-
legedly with inside help.

President Ivan Duque told re-
porters that he had instructed the
attorney general to ensure that
those who helped Castro Es-
tupinan escape are arrested.

One guard has already been
detained, Justice Minister Wilson
Ruiz said.

Duque said he was leading in-
vestigators in hatching a plan to
‘recapture this criminal’. Castro
Estupinan s also under investiga-
tion for committing crimes with
the aim of committing murder, as
well as extortion and the illegal
carrying of weapons.

Formerly a communist guer-

Drug trafficker of the Clan del Golfo, aka Matamba (centre) escaped

from a prison in Colombia on Friday, authorities confirmed (AFpP)

rilla, he subsequently fought on
the side of right-wing paramili-
taries during Colombia’s 60-year
conflict between the government
and radical left-wing rebels.

He then struck a deal with Gulf
Clan leader Dairo Usuga, known
as Otoniel, who is also in prison,
to take control of a group of 200
men inside the cartel, authorities
said.

After Castro Estupinan’s es-
cape, Dugue announced ‘a com-
prehensive reform of Colombia’s
penitentiary and prison system’.

The National Penitentiary and
Prisons Institute (Inpec) has been

embroiled in several scandals.
Earlier this month, the govern-
ment fired the Inpec head and the
director of the country’'s largest
prison over release permits
granted to businessman Carlos
Mattos, who is accused of
bribery.

In videos published by the
Caracol television channel, Mat-
tos can be seen leaving La Picota
prison on two separate occasions
in an Inpec vehicle. The videos
also show him walking around
unaccompanied and entering a
building where his offices are.
AFP

PritzKker Prize: Burkina’s ‘Opera Village’ by its groundbreaking architect

Ouagadougou, Burkina - With
its imposing, angular propor-
tions made out of clay, laterite
and other local building materi-
als, the Opera Village cultural
and educational project, de-
signed by Burkina Faso-born ar-
chitect Francis Kere, blends into
the landscape.

It overlooks Laongo, a rural
community not far from Burkina
Faso's capital, Ouagadougou,
and is the sort of groundbreak-
ing design that helped Kere
scoop architecture's most pres-
tigious award, the Pritzker Prize,
this week.

In so doing, the 56 year-old,
who holds dual Burkina and
German nationality, became the
first African to win the honour in
its more than 40-year history.

Built on 20 hectares of a
granite plateau, the Opera Vil-
lage is shaped like a spiral, with
26 buildings housing work-
shops, a health centre, guest

houses and a school. Eventually,
at its centre will be a perform-
ance venue and covered exhibi-
tion area with 700 seats.

Built in the early 2010s with
the aim of combining art, educa-
tion and ecology, the project
was the brainchild of late Ger-
man theatre director and film-
maker Christoph Schlingensief.

‘The simplest
material’

Kere was hailed by the Pritzker's
sponsors on Tuesday for de-
signs that are ‘sustainable to the
earth and its inhabitants - in
lands of extreme scarcity’.

His Opera Village used local
construction materials, such as
clay, laterite, granite and wood
to allow it to withstand the ex-
treme heat of the region, the
site's administrator Motandi
Ouoba said. “These are local
materials that the architect
found on site: blocks of com-

Schoolchildren play at the Village-Opera school, designed by Diebedo Francis Kere, in Laongo (AFP)

pressed earth, bricks taken from
the site, paving stones made
from granite,” he said.

Kere ‘starts with the simplest

material, which we commonly
share... which our parents used,
and he makes something noble
out of it,” he added.

“It"s the earth, it's all that's

around us, when he brings them
together, he brings to life some-
thing that is magnificent.”

It also blends well with local
vegetation, contributing to a
sense of harmony.

‘Bioclimatic
buildings’
The immense roofs overhang
the walls and ventilation keeps
the temperature in the rooms
down, even when it's more than
outside.

Kere ensured that ‘our build-

ings are bioclimatic, with a dou-
ble ceiling and openings to dis-
sipate hot air’, Ouoba said.

The health centre's consulta-
tion and treatment rooms have
dozens of long windows that
slide upwards. “With so many
openings, patients feel less iso-
lated by hospitalisation. They
have a view of the landscape,”
doctor Issa Ouedraogo said.

The stylish classrooms filled
with daylight are a far cry from
the makeshift decor of many of
the schools in Burkina Faso, a
country battling a militant insur-
gency since 2015 that swept in
from neighbouring Mali.

“The architecture of the
buildings changes everything.
We are in perfect classrooms
because it is very hot here and
not everyone can afford fans or
air conditioning,” said headmas-
ter Abdoulaye Ouedraogo, who
is also an actor and playwright.
AFP
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QURM BEACH ROAD

A solo exhibition of 200 photos by Hassan Ali Jawad showcases diverse
faces of the beach road at Shatti al Qurm over the past four decades

Hubert Vaz

he Art & Soul Gallery in
Water Front Mall, Shatti al
Qurm, currently showcases
an exhaustive collection of
photographs, a nature
lovers delight, revolving
around a single street - the beach road at Shatti
al Qurm - by Hassan Ali Jawad, an accom-
plished photographer and businessman.

Inaugurated by HH Sayyid Tarik bin Shabib
al Said at the Art & Soul gallery on March 14,
the exhibition, titled Waves of Change, is a
visual treat for people of all ages, those who
appreciate landscapes as well as those who
love to view the winged visitors at Qurm.
Through multiple frames of all sizes, the pho-
tographer attempts to celebrate nature's glory
on a different plain and at the same time show-
case his own obsession for capturing unique
moments and occurrences at Shatti al Qurm.

Jawad had been drawn into photography
from a very early age. At the age of 11, he had
been gifted a camera by his father when pho-
tography in Oman was yet at its infancy. With
a great eye for detail as well as the unusual,
Jawad as been capturing what others may
overlook without much thought.

A resident of Qurm for the past three
decades, he has witnessed numerous changes
on the beach road. Through this exhibition,
Jawad has tried to share his collection over the
course of the road's history, reminiscing its
beauty, changes and development, to demon-

strate his love for conservation and environ-
mental awareness, as well.

“My theme basically concerns the Tkm long
road along Shatti al Qurm. It shows the history
of this road from 1984 till 2022 - what changes
this street has gone through due to the devas-
tation of tropical cyclones like Gonu, Phet, Sha-
heen, erosion of the sand and stones along the
seafront, normal stones, high tide, low tide,
morning, evening, wind, all different types of
phenomena which changes the environment
there and how people react to it,” Jawad said,
adding, “A lot of people walk along this street
everyday without giving any thought to the

changes it has undergone over the years.”

Jawad says he views everything around him
as beautiful but he is most fascinated by differ-
ent sunsets. He says, over the four seasons of
the year, everyday the sunset is different, es-
pecially during winter and spring.

Asked about the technicality of a photogra-
pher's job, Jawad admits that he does not pay
much attention to the technical aspects of pho-
tography - basically, it all depends on the eye
of the photographer, he emphasises. With re-
gard to the pictures shown in this exhibition, it
was all about the eye for what one was looking
for, without much attention to technical as-

Digital photography
has, in fact, given a
different dimension
to photography.

It has given ample
space and flexibility
to a photographer

HASSAN ALI JAWAD

pects, he pointed out.

Asked if the new age digital photography
has taken a toll on the skill of photographers,
Jawad did not agree. “Digital photography has,
in fact, given a different dimension to photog-
raphy. It has given ample space and flexibility
to a photographer. Even the costs have come
down, as one does not have to go through de-
veloping processes, like before,” he said,
adding that people of all ages can now take to
photography. As for me, none of my shots are
'photo-shopped’, as | believe in the pristine,
original colours of every photo which my cam-
era can produce.”
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Reem al Shaikh's solo photography exhibition at National Museum of Oman showcases thought-
provoking images of the human form in motion with deep connotations

Hubert Vaz

pleasant breeze
seemed to be mov-
ing around the room
and all the images
confined within
frames on the walls
suddenly break into
movement - there is a display of swirling
grace, figures lost in contemplation, explo-
ration, gratitude, including the 'motion’ of
standing still...

For a minute, you wonder whether you
are reeling under a bout of vertigo, as this
collection of artistic photography on display
appears to unleash a fantasy that churns
within the limited confines of this gallery on
the first floor of the National Museum of
Oman. You then regain your balance and
discover the unique effect of movement that
the artist has created through photographs
shot with a slow shutter speed, blurring the
boundaries of every form and taking the
viewer in its sway.

"Within my orderly life, | seek an unlim-
ited and open dimension to create what |
cannot experience - to capture what actually
exists, yet set it free from its own reality,”
says Reem al Shaikh, an abstract fine-art
photographer whose work discusses social
norms and tradition, having a multicultural
upbringing and an instinctive awareness of
assumed cultural norms.

'‘Beyond The Form', Reem's solo exhibi-
tion currently on at the National Museum of
Oman, showcases around 16 frames depict-
ing various facets and moods of a lady. Every
image appears not to be bound within its
own form and as if attempting to get beyond
the limitations that define its existence. The
exhibition will be on till the end of March.

Reem explains her technique, saying, “My
desire for freedom propelled me to create

this body of work. In this photographic se-
ries, | utilise an in-camera technique to pro-
duce an effect contrary to what is
traditionally sought in photography - a blurry
image. By manipulating the camera's shutter
speed, | am able to capture my subject as it
migrates beyond the human form. Each
unpredictable and non-replicable motion
guides my imagination towards the final
image.”

Blurring the defined outline of the subject
removes the naturally existing boundary that
restrains the human figure, allowing it to at-
tain a free-form. “I create this art to tran-
scend social norms and rules, deviating from
my reality to travel to a world of my wishes,”
she asserts.

Having studied in the US and lived in a
contrasting culture overseas during her
formative years, Reem subsequently obta-
ined a photography certification from the
University of South Florida before returning
to Oman in 2006. Since 2011, she has been
pursuing photography a full-time and ex-
panding her knowledge alongside some of
the world's best-known photographers.

Reem's fine art photographs have been
exhibited in over 20 group exhibitions in
Oman and the US over the past decade,
including the Omani Art Fair in 2019. Her
photos have been finalists in multiple cate-
gories in the American 'Voice' Image Collec-
tion by Click & Co in 2019 and 2021. Her
work also features in many private collec-
tions in the US, Australia, Canada, Lebanon,
and Thailand, besides Oman.

Having taken to photography naturally,
since her father was a photographer and she
got many an opportunity to be behind the
camera as well as in front of it from an early
age, Reem says, “All the images in this exhi-
bition depict a woman in a transitional stage,
waiting to break free from the boundaries
that limit her existence. And all the images

- to capture
what actually exists, yet set it
free from its own reality

have a very earthy
tone, apart from

the colourful
dresses she is
wearing.”

Reem also added that she wasn't techni-
cally very sound in her craft, and that creativ-
ity scores high in her presentation, without
having to technically manipulate her final re-
sults in every image. “The images | create are
very thought-provoking and | wish they have
a lasting impact on the mind of the viewer,”
she said.

As a message to budding photographers
in Oman, Reem says, “Whenever you take a
photograph, always question yourself as to

'why are you taking this picture?' It should
not just be a click, there has to be a reason
behind every click, only then will your pic-
ture be meaningful and the message
behind it really strong.”

What is slow shutter
speed?

Shutter speed is the speed at which
the shutter of the camera closes. A
fast shutter speed creates a shorter
exposure - the amount of light the
camera takes in - while a slow shutter
speed gives the photographer a longer
exposure.

Shutter speed is used in photogra-
phy to capture images with motion
blur and to freeze movement. Most
shutter speed examples include sub-

jects which are moving, from wildlife
photography to landscapes featuring
motion - passing clouds or waterfalls.

Photo: Syed Fasiuddin
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Sakkari ends Badosa's bid, set
up title clash with Swiatek

Indian Wells, United States -
Maria Sakkari ended Paula Ba-
dosa's bid for a repeat title at In-
dian Wells on Friday, beating the
defending champion to set up a
final clash with former French
Open winner Iga Swiatek.

Greece's Sakkari triumphed
6-2,4-6, 6-1to end Badosa's bid
to become the first woman since
Martina Navratilova in 1990-91
to win back-to-back Indian
Wells titles.

Poland's Swiatek beat two-
time Grand Slam winner Simona
Halep 7-6 (8/6), 6-4.

Ranked fourth in the world,
Swiatek was already assured of
rising to a career-high third in
the world. Either she or sixth-
ranked Sakkari can claim the No.
2 spot with a victory in Sunday's
title match.

"Really it's over my expecta-
tions," said Swiatek, who said
she came into the prestigious
event in the California desert
doubtful she could follow up her
fourth career title in Doha with
another deep tournament run.

But she rallied from a break
down in each set and saved two
set points in the first-set
tiebreaker to notch a 10th
straight WTA match win.

"It was really intense,”
Swiatek said, "really physical. |
think we had the longest rallies |
played here."

The 20-year-old evened her
head-to-head record against
Halep at two wins apiece, but
she admitted it required a
change in mindset taking on a
player who was once ranked so

Iga Swiatek of Poland and Maria Sakkari of Greece celebrate winning a point during their semifinal games of the BNP Paribas Open in Indian Wells, California (AFP)

much higher than herself.

"| had to fight to the end and
be mentally stronger," she said.
"Simona is a really strong player
mentally and she's not giving up

so | wanted to do that better."
Halep, who was hindered in
2021 by calf and knee injuries,
gained a 5-4 lead with her sec-
ond break of the opening set,

but she couldn't close it out in
the next game and they went to
the tiebreaker.

The Romanian again had the
upper hand in the tiebreaker, but

at 6-4 she fired a backhand long
and Swiatek won the next three
points -- saving a set point with
a deep backhand volley then
clinching the set with a blister-

ing return of a Halep second
serve.

A frustrated Halep was
warned after thumping her rac-
quet down in disgust and

Swiatek, her confidence bol-
stered, broke Halep for a 2-1
lead in the second.

Rublev to clash with
Fritz in semifinal
In-form seventh seed Andrey
Rublev powered into the Indian
Wells ATP Masters semi-finals
on Friday with a 7-5, 6-2 victory
over Bulgarian veteran Grigor
Dimitrov.

The 24-year-old, ranked sev-
enth in the world, notched his
13th straight match win since
Valentine's Day -- a hot streak
that included back-to-back titles
at Marseille and Dubai.

He'll try to keep the streak
alive against American Taylor
Fritz, who advanced to the last
four for the second straight year
with a 7-6 (7/5), 3-6, 6-1victory
over Serbia's Miomir Kec-
manovic.

Rublev has reached the last
four without dropping a set, but
the 30-year Dimitrov, ranked
35th in the world, didn't go
down without a fight.

Trailing by a break in the first
set Dimitrov broke Rublev to
level the score at 5-5, sliding a
backhand down the line past
Rublev to break him at love.

Rublev acknowledged that
big-match nerves may have
contributed to the break.

"Some moments you can feel
tight, you can feel a bit nervous,
maybe your opponent can play
good couple of points. These
moments is important to be
calm," he said.

AFP

MotoGP champ Quartararo on
pole as Marquez crashes twice

Mandalika, Indonesia - MotoGP
world champion Fabio Quar-
tararo will start Sunday's first
race in Indonesia in 25 years
from pole position after a dra-
matic qualifying session that saw
Marc Marquez twice crash out.

After waiting so long for top-
class racing to return, Indonesia's
motorbike-mad fans were given
a treat in incident-packed quali-
fying on the steamy island of
Lombok on Saturday.

France's Quartararo,
went fastest in practice on Friday
on the new Mandalika circuit,
topped qualifying with a time of
1min 31.067 sec on his Yamaha,
with Spain's Jorge Martin second
on the grid, 0.213 sec back.

Also on the front row, in third,
was France's Johann Zarco. Like
Martin, he rides a Ducati.

ltaly's Enea Bastianini, who
won the season-opening Qatar
race earlier this month on his
Ducati, qualified fifth.

"It was great to be back in
(pole), it was a long time, super
happy," said the 22-year-old
Quartararo, whose last pole po-
sition was at the Catalunya

who

France's Fabio Quartararo topped qualifying with a time of 1 min 31.067 sec on Friday

Grand Prix in June last year.

"We did not make so many
mistakes in qualifying and that is
thanks to the team because we
never gave up."

Quartararo's title defence
started in meek fashion in Qatar
when he came a disappointing
ninth. Spain's six-time world
champion Marquez will start

Sunday's race on Lombok 15th
after a calamitous qualifying run.

He was involved in a high-
speed crash on Friday in practice
and took another tumble off his
Honda at Turn 13 in the first
round of qualifying.

He immediately sprinted off
to grab his other bike in a frantic
effort to record a competitive lap

and get into the second session
of qualifying. But, pushing too
hard, the 29-year-old went flying
off once more just minutes later,
this time at Turn 12, and was
clearly annoyed with himself.

Fellow Spaniard Joan Mir, the
2020 world champion, also
crashed and is 18th on the grid.
AFP

Ukraine's Mahuchikh defies odds to
win world indoor high jump gold

Belgrade, Serbia - Yaroslava
Mahuchikh  overcame the
"total panic" of armed conflict
in her native Ukraine to win
gold in the high jump at the
World Indoor Championships
on Saturday.

Following Russia's invasion
of Ukraine, Mahuchikh was
forced to flee her home, hide
out in a cellar and eventually
make the 2,000km trip over
three days to Belgrade to face
what she dubbed her own front
line.

The reigning European in-
door high jump champion, who
won Olympic bronze in Tokyo
last summer and world out-
door silver in Doha in 2019, left
her home in Dnipro just three
weeks ago as the conflict es-
calated.

Training, needless to
say, was low on her list of
priorities.

But she did succeed in
finding her way to Serbia
after "hundreds of phone
calls, many changes of direc-
tion, explosions, fires, and air
raid sirens".

"This medal is for Ukraine,
all my country, all my people,
all  the military," said
Mahuchikh. "I must protect our
country on the track.

"Before we went to the field,
the only thought in my mind
was about Ukraine because too
many terrible things have hap-
pened there.

"| even doubted that | could
jump at all, but my
coach said |
must  go
out and
perform
with  the
shape

and fitness | had before the
start of the Russian invasion."

Coming into the competi-
tion at 1.88m, Mahuchikh had
afailure at 1.92 and two at 2.00
before making the latter height.

She sailed over 2.02 to ramp
up the pressure on Eleanor Pat-
terson. The Australian re-
sponded by passing, so the bar
was raised to 2.04m.

But when Patterson failed at
the new height, Mahuchikh
was left celebrating in the Stark
Arena, the crowd rising for a
standing ovation with a handful
of Ukrainian flags fluttering.

Painted nails in
support
Patterson claimed sil-
ver with 2.00m, with
Kazakhstan's Nadezhda
Dubovitskaya taking
bronze (1.98).
"To win a silver behind
Yaroslava makes it even
more special,”" said Patterson,
who had painted her nails with
a blue and yellow love heart in
support of Ukraine.
AFP
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FOR HERO ASIA CUP 2022

Jakarta, Indonesia - Oman National Hockey Team qualified for the Men's AHF Cup Jakarta 2022 final after defeating Sri Lankan 2-1in the semifinal of the tournament on Saturday. Oman will
play Bangladesh in the final on Sunday. With the win, the national team also qualified for the Hero Asia Cup 2022 (the qualifier for the FIH Men’'s World Cup).

Azaan wins Muscat Open
Golf Championship

Muscat- The 2022 Muscat Open
Golf Championship was played
at Ras Al Hamra Golf Club on
March 11 and 12. There was a full
field of 92 golfers from Oman
and the GCC who competed for
the longest running amateur golf
competition in Oman and the
GCC.

The champion golfer for the
Muscat Open Golf Champi-
onship for 2022 was local
favourite Azaan al Rumbhy.
Azaan shot a new course record
of 69 (-2 under par) on day 1,
and then repeated this score on
day 2, giving him a total score of
138 (-4 under par) and a victory
by 10 shots from 2nd placed

Nasser Yagoob (Awali Golf
Club). Another local favourite
Badr Alaamri sealed third place
with a score of 150. The leading
junior in the gross category was
Darsh Pawani with a score of
157.

It was a proud moment as
Azaan was presented with the
trophy by H E Dr. Mohammed
Bin Hamad al Rumhy, Minister of
Energy and Minerals.

This was the 6th time Azaan
won the tournament. He said,
“This tournament is the most
prestigious golf event in Oman, if
| can pick one tournament to win
in Oman then it would be the
Muscat Open. | wish to thank the

Azaan al Rumhy gets the trophy from H E Dr Mohammed al Rumhy

sponsors, the organizing com-
mittee and my family for all of
their support”.

The net prize this year went to
Tore Solberg (134) who was
closely followed by junior Ras Al

Hamra golfer Juan Moreno (136)
and Salim al Harthy (138).

Ras Al Hamra Golf Club Cap-
tain, Simon Walker commented,
“The course is in superb condi-
tion due to the tireless work from
our team. We were delighted to
welcome such a high caliber of
golfers to the club; golf is thriving
in Oman and visitors are always
welcome to our club, which is the
only floodlit course in the coun-
try.”

President of the Muscat Open
Committee Jas Dhanju thanked
HSBC, Hydro, Masirah QOil Ltd.,
CMS, Ramada Encore, Seven
Seas Petroleum LLC and Milly
O'Brien’s for their sponsorship.

Pankaj Khimji
appointed VP
of Asian Cricket

Council

Colombo, Sri Lanka - In a cer-
emony held at the Taj Samu-
dra Hotel in Colombo, Sri
Lanka on April 19, Pankaj
Khimji, Chairman of Oman
Cricket, was officially ap-
pointed as the Vice-President
of the Asian Cricket Council
(ACC) from 2022-23.

Founded in 1983, the Asian
Cricket Council has always
aimed to organise, develop
and promote the game of
cricket in Asia. Over the years,
it has taken cricket into new
territories, in an attempt to ex-
pand and truly globalise the
gentlemen'’s game.

Pankaj Khimji served as
Chairman of the organiza-
tion's Development Commit-
tee before moving into his
current role.

Speaking on the occasion,
he said, “I'm truly honoured
and humbled to have been ap-
pointed the Vice-President of
the ACC for 2022-23. It is a
great privilege and also an ho-
nour for Oman Cricket and

Oman as a country to have
been given this recognition for
all our achievements and all
the infrastructure develop-
ments that have happened in
the country over the years.

“It is a testimony as well to
the Oman Cricket team who
have been true flag bearers
and | think this has been a
joint effort on behalf of every-
one involved. My appreciation
and gratefulness also go out
to His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik whose sup-
port has always extended to
Oman Cricket and its mem-
bers for all these years.

“We have an exciting 18
months to two years ahead, to
come up with lots of plans for
the development and growth
of Asian Cricket. Hopefully, in
the next few months we will
try to re-energise and reinvig-
orate it. | look forward to
working with Jay Shah and the
administration team to help
make Asian Cricket into a
global force in the game.”

Oman to host rebooted GCC Women’s T201
Cup after hiatus of six years from March 20

Muscat - Oman will be hosting
the GCC Women's T20i Cham-
pionship Cup from March 20. All
the fixtures will be held at the
Oman Cricket Academy Ground.

The teams involved will be
from Oman, Bahrain, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and the
United Arab Emirates. A round-
robin format will be employed,
with all the matches contributing
towards ICC WT20i ranking
points.

Speaking on the announce-
ment, Vaishali Jesrani, captain of
the Oman Women's Team said,
“On behalf of Oman Cricket, it's
an absolute privilege to welcome
the women'’s cricket teams from
six countries. What a moment
for these young cricketers to rep-
resent the game at the highest
level.

"A special round of applause
for Bahrain and Saudi Arabia,
who are playing for the very first
time. We Welcome you all to
the GCC Women's T20i Cham-
pionship 2022 in Oman. Let's
have a great tournament -

We Welcome you all to the 2022
championship in Oman

1"

Cheers
This is the fourth edition of

the tournament - one that was

conceived in Oman, which

played host to its very first itera-
tion in 2014. The nations com-
peting have, as the name
suggests traditionally been GCC
nations only, other than the 2016
version where Malaysia, Uganda
and Kenya took part.

The event was held every
year from 2014 till 2016, and has
now been rebooted after a six-
year hiatus.

FIXTURES
Oman v Bahrain
Omanv
Saudi Arabia
March22 Oman v UAE
March24 Oman v Kuwait
March 26 - Oman v Qatar

March 20
March 21

Of the sides competing,
Kuwait and UAE have recent in-
ternational exposure, owing to
their participation in the ICC
WT20 Asia Qualifiers, held in
Dubai in November 2021.

This marks the Oman Na-
tional Women's team’s second
outing as a group since the
COVID-19 pandemic struck, the
last one coming in January of
this year against the Wanstead
Cricket Club (UK) at the Oman
Cricket Academy.

The matches will be live-
streamed for the first time - an-
other milestone marking the
rapid rise of Women's Cricket in
the sultanate, and more broadly,
the Gulf.
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