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Our Correspondent
Muscat

Patients vaccinated with two
doses of COVID-19 vaccine are
rarely admitted in intensive care
units, according to medical ex-
perts.

“Taking the second dose is
important, as one dose is not
enough in the long run. We have
noticed that patients vaccinated
with two doses of vaccine rarely
enter ICUs,” said Dr Bader al
Rawabhi, director of Department
of Infectious Diseases Control in
the Ministry of Health (MoH).

According to Dr Rawahi,
more than 51 per cent of citizens
and 12 per cent of residents
have received both doses. The
sultanate has received more
than 2,623,000 doses of vac-
cines and 2,177,888 individuals
have been vaccinated so far.

Oman will receive 3,313,190
doses of vaccines in August and
September, and 1.4mn doses

from October to December.
“Oman has already booked
7,698,940 doses. Seventy per
cent of the population will be
vaccinated with two doses to
reach community immunity by
the end October. MoH aims to
immunise the maximum num-
ber of people and urges all to get
vaccinated in order to return to
a normal life,” Dr Rawahi said.

Describing speeding up the
national immunisation drive as
the most powerful weapon to
avoid a new wave, Dr Zakaria
bin Yahya al Balushi, infectious
diseases consultant at The
Royal Hospital, said working
hours of vaccination centres
must be extended to at least
Spm.

Urging families to restrict at-
tendance in weddings and fu-
nerals, he said, “We do not want
another wave to spread in soci-
ety as we have seen from previ-
ous experiences. And | call on all
to get vaccinated because vac-
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"Take 2 doses to avoid ICU'’

cines are effective and the path
to survival.”

Noting that vaccines reduce
mortality in transplant patients,
Dr Zakaria said complications
from COVID-19 are more dan-
gerous in organ transplant pa-
tients compared to the general
public. “While this category
should continue to take preven-
tive measures such as wearing
mask, physical distancing and
washing hands, it is necessary
to give them two doses of vac-
cines.

“A study confirmed that the
number of COVID-19 cases is
lower in organ transplant pa-
tients who received the vaccine
completely. Of the 912 patients
who received the vaccine, only
four were infected and there
were no deaths. Of the 1,239 pa-
tients who did not receive the
vaccine, 61 were infected, and
two died. Vaccine is important
and effective in organ transplant
patients.”
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Speaking from his observa-
tions at the COVID-19 Field
Hospital in Seeb, Redha al
Lawati too reiterated that one
dose is not enough to fight
COVID-19 variants. “Most sci-
entific studies confirm that
those who are vaccinated with
two doses have reduced sever-
ity of symptoms of COVID-19 if
they are infected.

“Through immunisation and
by adhering to the precaution-
ary measures, we can gradually
return to our normal lives. Hurry
up and get vaccinated.”

Dr Zaid al Hinai, infectious
diseases consultant at Sultan
Qaboos University Hospital, de-
scribed immunisation as the
‘most powerful weapon we
have'.

“Immunisation protects
against infection with COVID-
19 and prevents hospitalisation
and death to a very high extent,”
Dr Hinai said.

Continued on Page 04

Omani embassy in Tehran (ONA)

SAYYID EADRINIRAN FOR RAISI'S SWEARING-IN CEREMONY

Sayyid Badr Hamad al Busaidi, Foreign Minister, held a session of talks with Dr Mohammad Javad Zarif, Foreign Minister of the Islamic Republic
of Iran, on Tuesday evening. The session reviewed bilateral relations and joint cooperation in different spheres between the two countries. The
two sides affirmed their keenness in enhancing relations to serve the interests of their peoples. The session also touched on regional and
international developments of mutual interest. Sayyid Badr underscored the importance of continuing to work on finding consensus in political
solutions through peaceful dialogue and by backing all efforts exerted to achieve peace and security in the region. Assigned by His Majesty
Sultan Haitham bin Tarik, Sayyid Badr arrived in Tehran earlier on Tuesday to represent the sultanate in the swearing-in ceremony of Iranian
President Ebrahim Raisi. Upon his arrival, Sayyid Badr was received in Mehrabad International Airport by Iranian officials and members of the

EA usesdronesto plant 1mn
mangrove seeds in Al Wusta

Our Correspondent
Muscat

As part of its efforts to plant
10mn wild trees, Environment
Authority (EA), in cooperation
with Petroleum Development
Oman, is implementing a project
to plant Tmn mangrove seeds in
the Wetland Reserve in the
wilayat of Mahout, Al Wusta
governorate.

The project is being imple-
mented using drones for the first
time in the sultanate in mangrove
cultivation operations, an official
of the authority said.

"The campaign started in Au-
gust 3 and will continue till Au-
gust 6. It is part of the national
initiative to plant 10mn wild trees
in the various governorates of the
sultanate. The project aims to in-
crease vegetation coverage, pro-
tect ecosystems, preserve and
protect environmental systems
and rehabilitate degraded lands

while spreading environmental
awareness among members of
society.

In 2020, the authority planted
6,500 saplings in various coastal
areas. Mangroves are considered
to have great benefits in main-
taining ecological balance and
preserving beaches from erosion
while helping the growth of com-

mercially valuable fish and other
marine creatures, according to
the EA official.

In January, EA, in cooperation
with Petroleum Development
Oman, launched the initiative to
plant 10mn wild trees in the next
ten years. The wild tree species
include ghaf, sumr, sidr, shue, tig,
talh, mitan, sarh and alalan.

Good turnout as vaccination of
students over 12 begins

Bangladesh stun Australla in
first T20l game

Oman's financial wealth grows to $64bn despite pandemic

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Financial wealth of individuals in
Oman grew by a compound an-
nual growth rate of 3.8 per cent
annually from 2015 to reach a
high of US$64bn in 2020 as the
sultanate's market showed re-
silience in the face of the pro-
tracted COVID-19 pandemic, a
global consultancy estimated on
Tuesday.

Around 74 per cent of the sul-
tanate’'s financial wealth s
owned by individuals whose net
worth is less than US$5mn, ac-
cording to a new report by
Boston Consulting Group (BCG).

BCG also noted that 49 per

cent of Oman's US$64bn finan-
cial wealth is investable wealth.

The report, titled Global
Wealth 2021: When Clients Take
the Lead, reveals that despite the
pandemic's enduring financial
impact, global prosperity and
wealth  grew  significantly
throughout the crisis and are
likely to continue to expand sig-
nificantly over the next five years,
in line with the emerging eco-
nomic recovery.

“Oman’s wealth has been
favourable over the past five
years, demonstrating resilience
despite pandemic-related tail-
winds, with economic productiv-
ity accelerating as per Oman
Vision 2040 aspirations. Activi-

ties in this direction have encour-
aged Omani citizens to engage in
the global economy, which has,
in turn, driven sustained in-

creases in wealth growth,”

™ Oman’s wealth

has been
favourable over
the past five years,
demonstrating
resilience despite
pandemic-related
tailwinds

MUSTAFA BOSCA

Mustafa Bosca, managing direc-
tor and partner at BCG, said.
Oman, which represented
three per cent of the GCC's fi-
nancial wealth in 2020, is ex-

pected to witness strong average
annual growth of five per cent in
financial wealth to reach
US$82bn by 2025, an US$18bn
increase from 2020, the BCG re-
port said.

Meanwhile, the GCC region's
financial wealth is forecast to
reach US$2.7tn in 2025 from
US$2.2tn in 2020.

'A spotlight on onshore asset
allocation shows that equities
and investment funds accounted
for the largest proportion (55 per
cent) of assets in 2020. Looking
ahead, the allocation of onshore
assets is expected to be similar
with equities and investment
funds expected to be the largest
share of onshore assets in the

sultanate, amounting to 54 per
cent,' the BCG report said.

The report also showed
Oman's changing landscape of
the wealthy in the coming years,
with the rise of the next-genera-
tion affluent and high-net-worth
clients.

"Greater economic attain-
ment is a primary driver behind
Oman's increased wealth. Look-
ing ahead, wealth demographics
will continue to shift, facilitating
a subsequent shift in client needs
and expectations which compels
local wealth managers to ensure
their offerings are geared to-
wards local needs or younger
wealth segments,” concluded
Bosca.
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Ministerial decision to combat
money laundering in real estate

Our Correspondent
Muscat

H E Dr Khalfan bin Said al
Shu'aili, Minister of Housing and
Urban Planning, has issued a
Ministerial Decision on regula-
tions controlling real estate me-
diation offices and companies,
and real estate developers with
regard to money laundering and
terrorism financing.

The decision is based on the
Law Regulating Mediation Busi-
ness in the field of Real Estate,
the Law on Combating Money
Laundering and Terrorism Fi-
nancing, and Escrow Account
System for Real Estate Develop-
ment Projects.

According to a statement is-
sued by the Ministry of Housing
and Urban Planning on Tuesday,
the regulation - that includes 33
articles - comes in line with the
global trends of combating this
phenomenon, and to limit suspi-
cious operations in buying and
selling of real estate properties.

The latest decision comes to

ensure that offices and firms in-
volved in real estate mediation,
as well as real estate developers
take necessary actions to ‘iden-
tify the risks of money laundering
and terrorism financing in their
businesses’.

The regulation calls for high
efficiency standards while ap-
pointing employees in the real
estate sector, beside providing
them with ongoing training on all
aspects and requirements of
combating money laundering
and terrorism financing. It also
looks to familiarise them with
modern developments and tech-

(Photo for illustrative purpose)

nologies which come handy in
detecting suspicious transac-
tions and activities related to
such crimes and help in imple-
menting an effective system to
check and verify the extent of
compliance with policies, proce-
dures, systems and internal con-
trol processes.

The regulation confirmed the
need for documentation of risk
assessment processes and the
study of money laundering and
terrorism financing risks by li-
censed real estate mediators,
agents, offices and firms as well
as real estate developers.

‘This shall include risks related
to the development of new prod-
ucts and techniques. That study
and its relevant information shall
be kept in written form, making
sure it is updated periodically
and provided to the competent
authorities upon request,’ said
the statement.

‘Besides, due diligence meas-
ures shall be developed and ap-
plied in high risks cases, while
mitigating measures may be
developed and applied in low
risks cases, provided that there
is no suspicion of money laun-
dering or terrorism financing
operations, and ensure that
transactions whose value is
equal to or exceeding the limit
set by the ministry reported to
the National Centre for Finan-
cial Information.’

As clearly stipulated in the
regulation, any group involved in
the real estate sector including
the developers must enforce in-
ternational resolutions to com-
bat money laundering and the
terrorism financing.
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Tourism Ministry opens office
in China to promote Oman

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Ministry of Heritage and
Tourism (MHT) opened a repre-
sentative office in China on Sun-
day to attract foreign tourists by
promoting Oman tourism in the
east Asian country.

‘The tourism representative
office opened on August 1, 2021,
and will operate till July 31,2022,
subject to renewal,’ the MHT
said in a statement.

‘The initiative aims to develop
and renew the marketing plans
and programmes implemented
by the ministry,’ it added.

The newly opened office will
promote Oman and will give it
prominence at various important
tourism events in China to at-
tract tourists to the sultanate.

‘The opening of the office also
aims to consolidate the relation-
ship between local partners
(companies and hotels) and their
counterparts in the Chinese mar-
ket," the MHT stated.

According to the ministry’s
statistics, 219,717 tourists from
China visited the sultanate in the
last five years.

There was a significant in-
crease - 141 per cent - in the
number of visitors from China to

Oman between 2018 and 2019,
the ministry said.

However, there was a 75.1 per
cent drop in tourists to Oman in
2020 compared to 2019 due to
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The sultanate welcomed
3,506,441 tourists in 2019, which
was 8.2 per cent more than the
2018 figure of 3,241,757 and 75.1
per cent less than the number
that visited in 2020 - 874,444
tourists.

The MHT is currently working
to establish numerous projects
to attract tourists to achieve the
strategic goals of Oman Vision
2040.
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Al Jenaibi International Automobiles L.L.C.

RPN

BMW SERVICE CAMPAIGN

BMW E70-E72- Model Year 2006 - 2014

Consumer Protection Authority

Sultanate of Oman

Date of Campaign :4/8/12021
Recall Segment :Replacing the front passenger airbag (HAH / PSPI-2)
Recall Type :Performance Action
Product Description BMWE70-E72
Affected vehicle VIN/Chassis No. of affected
Year Make Model range vekidioe
0E55849 - 0E68471 13
2006 L091327 - 943485 585
T E70 LK10076 - LK12398 22
2013 BMW LL55386 - LL58924 15
LY62606 - LY88607 52
LZ68750 - LZ83978 48
0GB2260 - 0G91461 68
2008 1192036 - 973161 391
To BMW E71 LG15180 - LG15952 13
2014 LJ37264 - LJ54448 28
LM11029 - LM12990 16
LNG1455 - LN94504 12
s _— — LK42245 - LK42246 5

Procedure Check : Replace front passenger airbag.

onwards.

between 8.00 AM-5.30 PM

Description of Defect: In this case, in the event of an accidental airbag deployment,
a very high internal pressure in the gas generator can occur and in the worst case it
can burst the gas generator and metal parts can cause possibly fatal injuries.

For More Information: Customers of affected vehicles may please contact AL
Jenaibi Automobiles LLC for further Details/booking appointments from 4/8/2021

Contact Details: Toll free no. 80050008 on all working days (Sunday to Thursday)

Centara signs deal to manage Al Hail Waves

Our Correspondent
Muscat

One of Thailand's leading hotel
operators Centara Hotels & Re-
sorts and Ibn Saleh al Hashmi
Construction (ISAHC) have
announced the signing of a hotel
management agreement for Al
Hail Waves.

The management of the prop-
erty will come into effect from

January 1 next year, after which
Centara will start refurbishing
the property to align it with its
brand and operational standards
while it remains in operation.
“We are proud and excited to
launch our third hotel in Oman, a
country blessed with stunning
nature, fascinating historical
sites, and rich cultural heritage.
The Omani government has laid
out an ambitious roadmap to

achieve long term goals set forth
in the Omani Tourism Strategy,
and with Ibn Saleh al Hashmi
Construction as our partner, we
are confident that we will attract
discerning travellers with our
sharing, caring family values,”
said Thirayuth Chirathivat, CEO
of Centara Hotels & Resorts.
Founded in 1994, ISAHC is
one of the fastest growing con-
struction companies in Oman.
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E-platform Sindbaad takes
local firms to foreign markets

Muscat - Following the outbreak
of the COVID-19 pandemic,
e-commerce has gained mo-
mentum in the country. This de-
velopment is also in line with
Oman Vision 2040 to promote
digital economy.

Realising the demand, a new
Omani homegrown marketplace
‘Sindbaad’ (www.sindbaad.com)
was launched in the beginning
of 2021. Sindbaad is the region’s
first B2C and B2B e-commerce
platform, an all-in-one website
for personal and business needs.
Consumers can choose from

(Supplied photo)

ucts in large quantities, negotiate

prices and finalise contracts.
Sindbaad is paving the way for

Omani business entities to enter

well-deserved opportunity to
showcase their products to the
world,” said Sheikh Ghalib al
Naamani, chairman of Sindbaad.

retailers and other businesses to
leverage the power of new tech-
nology to engage with their users
and customers.

According to Shoaeb Kas-
mani, founder and managing di-
rector, Sindbaad as a
marketplace is an ecosystem
that is unique, energetic and in-
novative. "It connects con-
sumers, enables businesses to be
profitable and creates employ-
ment opportunities. In just a few
months since launch, we have
acquired numerous local and in-
ternational brands in a broad

SALEH MIRI, MIUSCAT DAILY COLUMNIST, IS AN ARCHITECT
WHO CAME TO OMAN IN THE EARLY 19805

Nobody is
losing his/her

over 100 choicest local and inter-  international markets. “In Oman, Sindbaad enables businesses  range of categories providing a freedom
national brands in fashion, elec-  we have exceptional treasures to transform the way they market, wholesome personal shopping by gettlng
tronics, essentials and more.  and talent. We truly have the sell, operate and improve effi- experience for customers and -
Businesses can also connect with  power to be a leading market in  ciency. It provides the technology ~ providing the ultimate business- vaccmated.
other businesses across the  the Middle East where busi- infrastructure and marketing  to-business experience for com- What iS
MENA region to buy/sell prod-  nesses can thrive and have a  reach to help merchants, brands, panies across Oman.” .
important

is the survival

he world has been

facing the COVID-

19 pandemic since

almost a year and a

half. About 4mn

people have already lost their

lives to the virus. Nobody knows

precisely how it started and no-

body knows precisely how it can

be fought. Every day, we hear a

specialist contradict the analysis

of the previous one. But all agree

and confirm that the only solu-

tion, which exists today, is vac-
cination.

Some believe that the Pfizer

and Moderna vaccines are the

best; others prefer AstraZeneca.

even as the US offers US$100
for people who get vaccinated.
Where are we going with these
attitudes? In Tanzania, the pre-
vious president was against vac-
cination. The new one is 100 per
cent for it.

The arguments against vacci-
nation revolve around ‘lack of
freedom’. When the same peo-
ple drive their cars, they have to
wear their belt. They cannot say
that they are free to decide. Re-
fusing vaccination will lead to
risk to the lives of others. Our
leaders have to make this mes-
sage clear. Nobody is losing
his/her freedom by getting vac-

Still - others cinated.
claim that VACCINATION What is im-
those pro-  ONLY SOLUTION  portant is
duced by the the survival

Chinese are the best. But no
matter which one you choose,
for the moment the only viable
solution is vaccination of all.

of 7.6bn people and not the free-
dom of some selfish individuals.

We need to ensure that the
World Health Organization is

FM..
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fortified drinking water specially formulated to help
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: Of 76bn Some countries claim success in the sole source which provides
Al Jenaibi International Automobiles L.L.C. :ﬁﬁ peop|e managing the virus, including Is-  the information; one person pro-
=l sl N{Pa| . | 7\ and not the rael and the UK. But very often vides the information in a coun-
¢ “ QU - - l 5 T _ m:;im:m we realise that these statements  try. The contradiction in the
i tina A . .y . ..
e - freedom are linked to politics. Some other  various opinions expressed by
BMW SERVICE CAM PA'GN of some countries in Europe, such as  millions of ‘specialists’ just in-
. F ltaly, fusi
BMW F06—F87 Model Year 2012 - 2016 SelfISh Germar.ly rance and ta! y .are creases. con u3|.on and creates
P s protesting to defend their right ~ doubts in the mind of people.
- o 3 T 4 individuals to chose not to take the vaccine. The new post-pandemic
w W This new challenge concerns  world has to be treated properly.
Date of Campaign :4/8/2021 everybody, young and old, fe- Manipulation of news by some
Recall Segment :Replace driver's airbag : ;
Recall Type oo male or male, rich or poor. Our ~ people just causes .chaos
Product Description :BMW FO6—FB7 leaders have to think of how to  and endangers the survival of
Year Make Mode! Affected vehicle VIN/Chassis range | No. of affected vehicles preserve humanity and ensure humanity.
that this planet survives. This is Get vaccinated at any cost,

2013 D145284 - DYSOTEA 80

To B FOB DV73272 - DV73454 18 why they have been electedto ~ and make sure that govern-
2016 DYB9683 - DY69770 2 ) .

GADD120 1 represent the people. In some ments get organised and fulfil
countries, they do not want to  their role, which is to be at the

2013 D095189 - DO40891 202 ; ; ; :

4 B - Fratas < import vaccines from the US,  service of the people. Climate
2016 BMW F10 G175844 - G602142 358 because they are their enemy. control and health have to be the

GTB9013 - GTAI936 40 ) . N L
GX28343 - GX28531 2 Others are selling vaccines and top priorities worldwide if we
PCR tests at exorbitant prices want to survive.

2014 0G57879 - 0658128 5

To ON25336 - ON49903 52
2016 BN, F16 oo gl 5 The views and opinions expressed in this column are solely those of the author and do not

0V51419 - 0V51434 3 necessarily represent those of Muscat Daily or Apex Press & Publishing

2013 V224529 - VB15727

To B Fa2 VWB3155 - VZ34077 ®
2015

1

2014 F23 V243570 ¢

2016 BMW 25 0K13017 - 0K14230 63 Take 2

2016 726 OR52098 - 0T94304 0 oman

0008383 - 0008451 B
o H OASI|IS | dosesto

2013 0J01560 - 0J39473 92 BALANCED DRINKING WATER ° 9

To OM54032 - OMB0622 63 d
2016 OR30514 - ORGBES0 ) -

o508 14O ; avoid ICU
0764329 - 0T9BA0S 46
- 0U00B40 .
g‘nggg% - OV03617 152 Continued from Page 01
OW26016 - OW26060 4
3
Fao F491283-F492666 72 “"With good vaccination cover-
K096954- K791951 1 .
KWo2068 age, we can avoid the need for
Fa2 N
F72E284 2‘0 governorates to close in the fu-
K305544 - KS91943 B L

2012 F33 2 ture,” Dr Hinai said.

T BMW 5A13870 - 5B65352 " P— :
ok T A ? Vaccination can be likened to

F34 P741128 studying for a test. The person
221;33‘;:33‘1;2‘;‘? 155 who is vaccinated is like one who
D399306 - D407838 ?3 enters the exam hall prepared. If
F36 G185764 - G765419 . .
GA39193 - GZ79663 36 he is exposed to the virus, he
ig:; i £ao z‘:ﬁ:ﬁtx; :5 BALANEED ORRNG WATER knows how to deal with it and

. -5H 1 ™ . .

i B e PBG3365 - PA00IBY 15 ol succeeds against it. A person

2014 5080271 - 5F95272 6 who is not immunised is some-
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2016 P708037 - PUG7808 10 one who enters the test without

2014 . . .

e v - :ggggé? :Fsggazig 2% study!ng, is surpnseé by strange
2016 questions, and less likely to suc-
gg:: s - 30250 1 ceed,” Dr Hinai added.
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2015 7
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Good turnout as vaccination

of students over 12 begms

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The Oman Convention & Exhibi-
tion Centre witnessed a large
turnout of the target group since
the early morning on Tuesday as
the Ministry of Health (MoH)
started the COVID-19 immuni-
sation campaign for school stu-
dents from the age of 12 and
above across the sultanate's
governorates.

Dr Lamia al Balushi, head of
the epidemiological investigation

(Suppﬁed photo) .

team at the Directorate General
of Health Services in Muscat,
said the campaign will continue
for three weeks until students
are vaccinated before the start of

the new school year.

She stressed the importance
of the students having attained
the age of 12 before the day of
their immunisation.

“Those who have been in con-
tact with COVID-19 patients or
complain of symptoms of respi-
ratory diseases must reschedule
vaccination dates,” Dr Lamia said.
The ongoing immunisation cam-
paign targets 320,000 students
from public and private schools
from all governorates, with
90,000 students scheduled to
get their doses in Muscat alone.

Meanwhile, the MoH is con-
tinuing to vaccinate those who
have completed 10 weeks from
the first dose.

309 new
COVID-19
cases

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The MoH announced 309
fresh infections and nine
deaths in the last 24 hour
taking the total infections to
297,431. The number of
deaths now stands at 3,877.

‘Thirty-five patients were
admitted in hospitals in the
last 24 hours,’ the MoH
said, adding that ‘the total
ICU cases was 210, and
485 were inpatients'.

As many as 504 people
recovered taking the total
number of recoveries to
280,927. The recovery rate
is now at 94.5 per cent.

PRAYER TIMINGS

Fajr 4.13am
Sunrise 5.38am
Duhr 12.13pm
Asr 3.37pm
Maghrib 6.47pm
Isha 8.17pm

99101314, 99849289
@ www.pkexchange.com
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF TENDERS

The Rural Areas Electricity Company (S.A.O.C (invites following tenders:

Tender Description Tender  Grade @ LastDateof LastDate of
No. Price (R.0) Buying  Submission
Electrification Work for New Planned . wpn
Tzasr:;r;:‘r- Area at Ras Madrakah at Wilayat Al 66/= :b : ::1 17/08/2021 31/08/2021
Dugm - Al Wusta Governorate
Reinforcement Works for The Existing
LV Overhead Line (Replacement of
. — Dangerous Over Headline, Low Voltage “C* and
& Service Connection to Under Ground 29/= 17/08/2021 31/08/2021
202021~ oble) at Al-Gurabiah & Tawi Bent Above
Rashid in Wilayat Dibba & Madha -
Musandam Governorate.
Tanweer-  Reinforcement Works for Shifting of 33 “B" and
3072021 KV OHL in Wadies (33 KV - Lima Feeder O~ Above 17/08/2021 31/08/2021
from Mahas to KHB Fatim) in Wilayat
Khasab - Musandam Governorate
Tanweer- Annual Maintenance Contract for specialist
31/2021 Tanweer SCADA System 4= Companies 17/08/2021 31/08/2021
Replacement of Porcelain Insulator to
Tanweer- Silicone Rubber Type in Wilayat Haima “C"and
32/2021 & Surrounding Area -Al Wusta d8/= Above 17/08/2021 31/08/2021
Governorate
The Conditions:

1-  Collection of Tender: Interested and Specialized Companies and Establishments registered with Tender Board
(valid certificate), Tanweer and (Distribution Code Review Panel (DCRP) except for tender no. Tanweer- 31/2021)
(valid certificate) may obtain the Tender documents from Procurement & Contracts Department, against non-re-
fundable payment as mentioned above for each set of documents. The fees for the tenders shall be deposited on
Tanweer account 0423010783090041 — Bank Muscat and for more information please contact via email address
i.e. tender.purchase @tanweer.nama.om , or call us on phone number : 24250824,

2- Bank Guarantee: The Tenderer should enclose original bank guarantee issued by any bank in the Sultanate of
Oman for an amount equivalent to (1%} of the tender value with a validity of (90) Days from the |ast date of submis-
sion and addressed to Rural Areas Electricity Company SAQC (Tanweer).

3-  Offers Submission:

A- Original bids along Cover letter shall be placed by bidders inside the red waxed Tender's envelopes as commu-
nicated to bidders by Tanweer. Such documents must be serialized according to the numbers of the tender
items.

o

Tender bids shall be provided separately on a CD Rooms, along with original cover letters in each envelop. Bids
and cover letters shall bear the bidder’s official seal and must be signed in either blue or red ink, but not black.
A true soft copy of the bids shall be provided on a CD in an inner envelope marked “Copy”. Bids who do not
comply with these requirements will be overlooked.

C- Bidders shall write the following details on the cover of CD:
+  Tender name and number.
+ Tenders No. Tanweer -28/2021 to be Addressed to the Chairman of Tender Committee, Tanweer.
+ Tender No. Tanweer -29/202, Tanweer -30/2021, Tanweer -31/2021 & Tanweer -32/2021, to be Addressed
to the Chairman of Purchase Committee, Tanweer.
Prequalification / Technical Proposal / Commercial Proposal /Bid Bond.

4-  Submission Location: The Completed bids in CD should be deposited in the Tender Box at Tanweer Main Office
at Wilayat Al Seeb, before 12:00 PM on the last date of submission.

5-  Tender Price (R.0): 5% VAT is inclusive.

6-  Tanweer without mentioning the reason is not bound to accept the lowest or any other tender and not bond to re-
fund tender purchase fees if you are not qualified to participate the tender.

For more information please call: 80077787

Tanweer

TENDERS QN—G'
Oman Electricity Transmission Company (OETC) Announce the following Tenders: F AL oladlll b oo sbyg Il Jad) duilos 41 aS, il plss
SrNo  Tender Tender Name Last Date for Closing Grade Tender - aE i acga i T — .
No. Obtaining Tender | pate Document's hatee Ayl e | anataes Awaslill ylgie e e
Documents Fees (Including ey okadl S gakst)
VAT) (RO) g Silgliasdl :n.l"l.‘-.l.l
. o Local companies with
Stocktaking for OETC Stores in : ; : e e etk s
: experience in same field, § ilolall aldl oL it AS,dull il gedadl apdi
39/2021  Muscat, Misfah and Salalah for 12/08/2021  24/08/2021  Have a valid tender board 39.375 "'JJ.u TR JJI r.':d o el S AT duslanll fafirs
(Extended) The Year of 2021 S P Fa/rve Emac > FalVfshTE fafifeAn s oy = s (1%
registration certificate. Sleadlill pulos L2 i0Maos Blisulle dad o (auad)
Jerall 55l Lglesusy # “r - )
Reinforcement of Tower Local companies 'ﬁ;i_tl}d I3
40/2021  Foundation for 132 KV OHL Tower experience in same field, b dlalalf il LS, - " .
(Extended) at Sharqiyah & Dakhliyah R Sk Have a valid tender board L T s Aol JLE1 13s P THIHJI ;!,.g!l iy f"-‘“ Fefizge
registration certificate. Veviase Sladlilf julae ferremrs | fefeans | dedpsidl SRS b b IITF | 5 | F
Jaaall e ] aulsladig
Participation: Interested _Companies may obtain Tender Document with the necessity of sending a valid Tender Board certificate in the Sladlill yuloas Balgads Jluyl 8jgpd o duadlill Silaiiune e Jpad! dacuasiill Slucwilly SLSbl) S e ]
same required field. NTA JL.ilu“-i-iu-iQJQ-.-i-“ dsylia s
Buying the The documents required for the purchase of the tender are sent by e-mail to the Tenders, Procurement and Contracts De Lllig . sgially Sibpiuiilly Siladlill 350 I ¥l G e LU ol Digtiadl Slaiiand] Jlayf @3 HA
Tedar partment, to ensure the authenticity of the documents before purchasing the tender through the official working days of prtier =0 Aer dobudl o degaupdl ot pll JM o Ty duadlill gl Jud Sladandl dovo o 251U P
: the hour from 8.00 am - 01.00 pm.
( oSl gl Gl (e gdadl ) a3 ¥ Baongdl dnssdld oM 2adl gl o Juldo paidl
Fees: Against non-refundable payment as mentioned above against each set of document.(Payment Through Bank Transfer ) X
SleUasll cadil acgn p3l 7yl po paa (F1) Jud bt “":.Tn
The deadline : : - - N
o canficiton: Before (21) Days from closing date. daid Lol lyicy mhy aad go SLadlill did gy mals diginag dilie chnllie b yogpall paid pyyall gadi
Submission; Each bid should be submitted in a separate sealed envelope addressed to The Chairman of tender committee mentioning byl e audl i Lo gf ellas)l casbio manf auad pac -
Tender Number and Name on the top of the envelope. cebbanll £adS Fuiyl (o Logs (R+) e S5 ¥ Bud Jaal) dujbaw jogpnll 5a S5l =
Yerms and « No other writing or any reference thereto should be mentioned on the envelope Logs (441 8l 5baw ellaal doud (o (71) 0pad oMl 8 dbalall dgilf wai e s glesd Byguo 8 Lisels glayt - agdadl
conditions: « The bid should be valid for not less than (90) days from closing date. - elapg S i) Aot A5l @l Liginay . cliaall guds Tl e Slilguall g
* The Tende[retr]shoii_ldfenclosecf bark (_iualranteedlssnedddy an\,rctl)ankm the Sultanate of Oman for the value :}ISI%oCol the bid value Casd Al o wgiall ualadl g ¥ cllac )5 -
and silmud e valid 9[[90) ays.mmcosmg ate,la ressed to Oman Electricity Transmission Company {SAOC) 5 eliac gi of ol T g Baaid s £og S i) duilokll St o
= Any bid not comply with the required guarantee, will not be accepted.
« QETC s not bound to accept the lowest or any other offers. Tyt o Lonlso 11 debaasdl Jud a5l e (V) oy Sladlil) Jgaian o gyl &“‘!:;" paidl payall
leliasldl cadl) |
Offer: The complete bid documents should be deposited in Tender Box No. (1) at the company’s building before 11:00 am on the i i
assigned date for submission of the Tenders. g - Jadaus A Blos 1aS il lgie AS il yleis
- AT el pdaonf)OF AS i o,
:::‘P‘“!‘ Muscat - Al Mawaleh ATTIVASY - 4FT.100A ; cails
ress: Road No: 2153 - Building No. 4230 Block No: 321 - GSM:, 93201558-92217856 Z
_ tenders@omangrid.com | wParSt¥l 4,
Email tenders@omangrid.com T
Website: www.omangrid.com ——
Oman Electricity Transmission Companys.a.0.c. vl ﬁ—rf orod IMT!":"JF A5
P.O. Box 1389, Al Khoudh, PC 132, Sultanate of Oman olee dilatin, gl 30,0 ekl VAR D L e
e dessi i wiaisais | Tel: +968 2428 3000 | Fax: +968 2230 9046 FAIATFF A £ 2 QS Lall [ +AVATERAT - slgll ok g3 sl a5
e Cegas WA www.omangrid.com Www.omangrid.com : g,z SI¥1 adgll el g okt s o
Member of Nama Group Member of Nama Group
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BP returns to profit

as oil prices recover

London, UK - BP returned to
profit in the second quarter, the
British energy giant announced
Tuesday, having posted a hefty
loss one year earlier as the pan-
demic crushed oil prices.

Net profit for April-June hit
US$3.1bn. That compared with
a loss after tax of US$16.8bn in
the second quarter of 2020.

With demand for crude
crashing as the coronavirus
pandemic took hold early last
year, oil prices plunged into neg-
ative territory. They have since
recovered with a bang, currently
trading above US$70 per barrel.

Oil demand was recovering
on 'a bright macroeconomic
outlook, increasing vaccination
roll-out and gradual lifting of
COVID-19 restrictions around
the world', BP said in its results
statement Tuesday.

'The expectation is that de-
mand reaches pre-Covid levels
sometime in the second half of
2022

In the wake of the pandemic,
BP decided to axe about 10,000

p—

jobs, or 15 per cent of its global
workforce, while it embarked
upon major asset disposals.

BP on Tuesday said it had
completed deals on divest-
ments totalling US$14.9bn out
of a target of US$25bn.

It comes as Bernard Looney,
who became BP chief executive
when the coronavirus began
taking hold worldwide, wants
the company to achieve 'net
zero' carbon emissions by
2050.

It hopes to achieve this with
the help of an expected drop in
oil and gas production that is
pushing energy majors world-
wide to up their game regarding

cleaner, sustainable energy
sources such as electricity and
wind power.

"We are a year into executing
BP's strategy to become an in-
tegrated energy company and
are making good progress - de-
livering another quarter of
strong performance while in-

vesting for the future in a disci-
plined way," Looney said in
Tuesday's results statement.

BP added that it was hiking
its shareholder dividend and
launching a buyback of shares
totalling US$1.4bn.

The turnaround in results
mirrors the picture at BP rivals,
with Chevron, ExxonMobil and
Shell all posting bumper sec-
ond-quarter earnings.

"There is little doubt that the
rise in the oil price has helped
BP this quarter, along with the
rest of its peers,” noted Michael
Hewson, chief market analyst at
CMC Markets.

"However if the company
wants to meet CEO Bernard
Looney's plans for a 40-per cent
reduction in oil and gas produc-
tion by 2030, then it will need to
invest a lot more in renew-
ables."

BP's share price jumped 2.6
per cent following the results,
topping London's benchmark
FTSE 100 index.

AFP

Janet Yellen urges Congress
to raise US debt limit

Washington, US - US Treasury
Secretary Janet Yellen has called
on Congress to take steps to ad-
dress the federal government's
borrowing limit which was hit on
Sunday.

Congress suspended the debt
limit in 2019, but the two-year
suspension lapsed July 31, forcing
Treasury to begun taking 'extra-
ordinary measures' to remain
under the ceiling and continue
funding government operations.

But private economists esti-
mate those steps will only buy
the government a few weeks
after which debt repayments
would be at risk unless the debt
limit is increased or suspended.

"| respectfully urge Congress
to protect the full faith and credit
of the United States by acting as
soon as possible,” Yellen said in
a letter to congressional leaders.

The debt limit was reset to the
total as of Friday, just over
US$28tn, according to Treasury
figures.

The US national debt and
deficit have soared during the
COVID-19 pandemic after
Washington approved three
massive spending bills aimed at

Janet Yellen

lessening the damage from its
economic impacts.

The non-partisan Congres-
sional Budget Office (CBO) said
this year's budget deficit will be
US$3tn, second only to the
record deficit in 2020.

In a letter earlier in July, Yellen
reminded lawmakers that raising
the debt limit does not increase
spending but simply allows
Treasury to finance actions al-
ready approved by the legisla-
ture.

CBO estimates Treasury
should be able to keep paying the

government's bills until October
or November, after which point it
would have to either delay mak-
ing payments or default, which
could cause economic chaos.

Raising the debt ceiling has
been a contentious issue in Con-
gress for the past several years,
and a 2011 standoff caused the
United States to lose the coveted
AAA debt rating.

However, the Democratic ma-
jority in Congress might be more
sympathetic to resolving the
issue.

AFP

TED talks seek to inject optimism into pandemic gloom

Monterey, US - A TED confer-
ence under the theme 'The Case
for Optimism' on Monday threw
down the gauntlet for a return to
face-to-face gatherings, despite
the daunting challenges of the
coronavirus pandemic, climate
change and deep political di-
vides. Even with those dark
clouds, speakers ranging from
scientists and academics to
artists and entrepreneurs took to
the TED stage for the four-day
event.

"We are trying to juggle it and
do it right," TED curator Chris
Anderson told the gathering
while stressing pandemic pre-
cautions.

"We are living through a piece
of history. Even though what
we've heard is alarming, we can
find optimism."

The event at the heart of what
has become a global platform for

mind-bending concepts aimed at
making the world a better place
returned to its roots with a
scaled-down event on the edge
of Silicon Valley.

Proof of vaccination was re-
quired, and badges were only
given to those who passed
COVID-19 tests on arrival.

A welcome kit included
masks, wipes and sanitizers.

And the annual gathering that
had grown to some 1,800 atten-
dees at its venue in Vancouver
was limited to about 600 atten-
dees at a Monterey conference
center. Despite none of the at-
tendees testing positive for
COVID-19, Anderson urged
everyone to wear masks given
the highly-transmissible Delta
variant.

"| felt the weirdest combina-
tion of intense excitement and
intense nervousness,” Anderson

This handout photo courtesy of TED Conferences LLC shows organizational psychologist Adam Grant

speaking at TEDMonterey on August 1in Monterey, California (AFP)

said of the weeks leading up to
the conference.

"| want to salute the courage
and commitment of each of you
to come here; | know it wasn't
necessarily easy to come.”

The annual TED conference
was among a slew of events that
went virtual last year due to the
pandemic, which prompted lock-
downs to reduce the spread of
COVID-19. TED attendee Betul
Kacar, an astrobiologist who is a
professor at the University of
Arizona, took solace in the tur-
moil roiling society.

"Chaos is needed for change
to occur, and the world is defi-
nitely changing," Kacar said dur-
ing a break in the talks.

"When things go smoothly,
evolution doesn't happen.”

TED talks tackled hot-button
topics from capturing the carbon
that is damaging the climate to

researchers developing vaccines,
and people dealing with shut-
downs caused by the pandemic.

"I'm a cynic by nature,” said
Akash Bhatia, a managing direc-
tor at Boston Consulting Group
who specializes in disruptive
technologies. "It's early in this,
but some of the talks nudge a bit
to the other side to be a little
more optimistic.”

Conference talks are crafted
into videos shared free online for
what has grown into a global fol-
lowing since its founding in 1984.

"We are living through a cyn-
icism epidemic,” said speaker
Jamil Zaki, a psychology profes-
sor who heads a neuroscience
lab at Stanford University.

"It is not a system upgrade; it's
mental malware. We can take
control of our stories to escape
the cynicism trap."

AFP

IMF approves to increase its
lending capacity by $650bn

New York, US - The board of
governors of the International
Monetary Fund on Monday
greenlit increasing the institu-
tion's lending capacity by
US$650bn, the last step in ap-
proving an initiative to boost aid
to the most vulnerable countries.

"This is a historic decision -
the largest SDR (Special Drawing
Rights) allocation in the history
of the IMF and a shot in the arm
for the global economy at a time
of unprecedented crisis," IMF
head Kristalina Georgieva said in
a statement.

"It will particularly help our
most vulnerable countries strug-
gling to cope with the impact of
the COVID-19 crisis,” she said.

The program, which had al-
ready been approved by the
IMF's executive board in mid-
July, will be implemented on Au-
gust 23. Newly issued SDRs will
be allocated to member coun-
tries in proportion to their IMF
quota, the lender said.

Emerging and developing na-
tions are to receive around
US$275bn in total. But "we will
also continue to engage actively
with our membership to identify
viable options for voluntary
channeling of SDRs from wealth-
ier to poorer and more vulnera-
ble member countries to support

IMF chief Kristalina Georgieva

their pandemic recovery and
achieve resilient and sustainable
growth," Georgieva said.

Wealthy countries could, for
example, transfer their SDRs by
using those attributed to them to
finance the IMF's Poverty Reduc-
tion and Growth Trust Fund,
which would increase the supply
of loans to low-income countries.

The NGO Oxfam welcomed
the IMF's decision.

“The new SDRs will bring
much-needed liquidity to strug-
gling developing countries with-
out adding to their unsustainable
debt burdens," Nadia Daar, head
of the Washington-based NGO,
said in a statement.

It is "unfathomable that
wealthy nations would fail to re-
allocate a substantial portion of
their SDRs - at least US$100bn
as agreed by the G7" at a mid-

June summit, she said.

Itis also necessary for govern-
ments to "work transparently
and together with civil society”
so that SDRs are used wisely,
Daar added.

Created in 1969, SDRs are not
a currency and have no material
existence. Their value is based on
a basket of five major interna-
tional currencies: the dollar, the
euro, the pound, the renminbi or
yuan and the yen.

Once issued, SDRs can be
used either as a reserve currency
that stabilizes the value of a
country's domestic currency, or
converted into stronger curren-
cies to finance investments.

For poorer countries, the in-
terest is also to obtain hard cur-
rencies without having to pay
substantial interest rates.

AFP

MSX: Downward trend continues

Our Correspondent
Muscat

The benchmark index of the Muscat
Stock Exchange (MSX) on Tuesday de-
creased 0.20 per cent to close below
4,000 mark at 3,999.29 points. Trading
activity, however, slightly improved on

the bourse.

All the sectoral indices closed in red
except Services Index which inched up
0.06 per cent. Financial Index dropped
0.29 per cent and Industrial Index closed
0.07 per cent lower. MSX Sharia Index in-
creased 0.14 per cent to close at 585.10

points.

Trading activity increased on Tuesday

as volumes rose 31.8 per cent at 11.8mn
shares compared with 8.95mn shares
traded in the previous trading session.
Market turnover went up more than 86
per cent to RO2.71mn compared with
RO1.45mn in the previous session.
Market breadth at the MSX remained

nearly neutral with nine advancing stock
to eight decliners. As many as 31 traded
stocks remained flat for the day.

Two gainers of the day were Al Ahlia
Insurance (9.09 per cent), SMN Power
Holding (4.69 per cent), Majan College
(3.33 per cent), Al Jazeera Services (1.56

per cent), Oman Fisheries (1.28 per cent).

Top losers were Al Omaniya Financial
Services (-5.6 per cent), Al Batinah Power
(-1.92 per cent), Global Investment Hold-
ing (-1.45 per cent), Oman Cement (-1.26
per cent) and Oman National Engineering
& Investment (-1.04 per cent).

MSX INDEX AND TURNOVER OF FIVE TRADING DAYS
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Leaders of sports teams praise success, highlight
importance of Bank Muscat's Green Sports initiative

Ahmed Salim al Alawi

On the occasion of the 10* an-
niversary of Bank Muscat's land-
mark corporate social
responsibility (CSR) programme,
Green Sports, a number of sports
teams from across the sultanate
have appreciated and praised the
bank’s prominent role in sup-
porting the youth and local com-
munities across the sultanate.
The bank’s long-running CSR
programme continues to benefit
many sports teams across the

Salim Ali al Riyami

sultanate even as the annual pro-
gramme brings together differ-
ent generations on a single
platform on the evergreen theme
of sports. The bank's efforts
complement the government's
efforts to develop modern sports
infrastructure across the sul-
tanate in the spirit of the Public-
Private Partnership model.

The scope of Green Sports
support for sports teams include
greening of football fields with

natural or synthetic turf, flood-

lights or water desalination
equipment in areas facing prob-
lems of water salinity. The pro-
gramme aims to develop a
sustainable sports infrastructure
across the sultanate, thereby
serving as a means to channelise
the boundless energy and vast
talents of Omani youth in a pro-

ductive way, besides helping
local communities develop
stronger bonds and a greater
spirit of partnership and cooper-
ation all around. Having seen the
great success of the programme
over the years and to celebrate
the 10" anniversary, in 2021, Bank
Muscat increased the number of
annual beneficiaries to 20 sports

teams, up from 15 teams annually
in previous years. The bank be-
lieves that this will also help it
reach out to more Omani youth
in the coming years and take the
fruits of development to all seg-
ments of society and at all levels.

Unique programme
Speaking about the benefits of

the programme, Salim Ali al
Riyami, chairman of Al Mus-
tagbal Team from the wilayat of
Bahla, said that the Green Sports
programme is a truly unique pro-
gramme helping young Omani
talent in various fields. He
pointed out how the facilities
were used by the community for
activities like special religious
and social events before the
COVID-19 pandemic. The club's
Green Sports field can also be
provided to other teams on rent,
thereby providing the Al Mus-
tagbal team with a means of rev-
enue generation.

Riyami said that the team and
the community were eagerly
looking forward to a time when
pandemic-related challenges are
a thing of the past and the sports
team could work towards a
brighter future. He said that the
entire management, the players
as well as the fans of the team

were thankful to the bank for its
Green Sports programme, which
would go a long way in develop-
ing the talents and capabilities of
youth in the country, particularly
in sports. He added that the pro-
gramme serves to complement
the development initiatives un-
dertaken by the government.

On his part, Ahmed Salim al
Alawi, chairman of A’Shabab
Sports Team, from the wilayat of
Yanqul, said that the launch of
the Green Sports programme by
Bank Muscat was one of the
most successful and pioneering
CSR steps undertaken by the
bank in strengthening the infra-
structure available to youth
teams across the different gov-
ernorates in the sultanate.

He pointed out how youth
teams constitute an important
feeder line for national level clubs
as well as the national team in
different sports activities.

CCED develops national talent

As part of its strategy to em-
power national talent to excel in
the oil and gas sector, CC Energy
Development (CCED), has seen
95 per cent of its maintenance
technicians and production team
acquire the Advanced Diploma
in Oil & Gas Operations from
City & Guilds in the UK.

With 161 team members
receiving the globally-recognised
diploma to date, the value-driven
energy company continues to
nurture the next generation of
energy sector qualified
experts through a number of on-
the-job training programs to sig-

nificantly accelerate their skills
development.
“Talent acquisition and devel-

opment is a translation of
CCED's forward-thinking strat-

egy to build a highly skilled
national workforce in the oil and
gas industry,” said Walter
Simpson, managing director of
CCED.

Educational Statistics book launched

The Ministry of Education, repre-
sented by the Department of
Statistics and Information, issued
the annual book of Educational
Statistics for the academic year
2020/2021. The book is one of
the most important annual
publications related to educa-
tional statistical data, and one of
the most important sources for
documenting this data in the

The Department of Statistics
and Information is keen to issue
this book annually, and to publish
it electronically in multiple ways
through the educational portal
website; to make it easier for the
beneficiary to access data.

The annual book consists of 11
chapters, and includes many sta-
tistical data represented in gov-
ernment schools' data in terms
of numbers of students, aca-

demic classes, numbers of fac-
ulty, administrative, and techni-
cal staff. The book also contains
data on the numbers of special
education schools, private and
international schools, and liter-
acy classes and adult education.
The book also includes data re-
lated to human resources, train-
ing and rehabilitation programs,
information and communication
technology data, and educational

evaluation, in addition to the de-
velopment of statistical data and
financial data.

The work on this version took
nearly five months, and modern
digital display methods (info-
graphics) were used in designing
statistical data to be a new addi-
tion to the contents of this ver-
sion, and to keep pace with the
method of tabulation and elec-
tronic publishing.

TENDER ANNOUNCEMENT

China Petroleum Pipeline Engineering Company Limited
Oman Branch (CPP), as an EPC Contractor, invites companies to
participate in the following tender:

Estimated Scope Description

Road construction, cable trench excavation and back-
filling. It mainly includes 5.1km road construction
(width is 4m), 5.1km cable trench (1M*0.5M*().7M)
excavation and backfilling. The approx. quantity of
road construction is around 13000m3 cut volume and
11200m3 fill volume. The approx. quantity of cable
trench excavation and backfilling is around 3500m3.

Tender Documents
Fee

Legal entities, domestic Omani and foreign companies who meet the following
minimum qualification criteria are eligible to quote in Tender:
e Priority to Oman local companies, or local agent appointed by foreign

companies,

Capability to submit a performance bond of ten percent of total value.
Complying with the CPP’s project execution schedule.

ISO 14001 and OHSAS 18001 in valid period are mandatory.

Having direct experience of similar jobs in the last five years.

Agree to complete the further prequalification undertaken by CPP.

All interested bidders shall submit a written application letter printed on Bidder’s

letter  head

signed

by the Bidder’s

authorized

Person to

cppomancd @cppmde.com, contractcppoman@cppe.ae over a period before
10th August, 2021 stating the following details: Full name of Bidder, phone num-
ber, e-mail address, contact person, tender name and tender title. Any application
received after 10th August, 2021 shall not be entertained.

The ITB documents will be issued via email by CPP later. The bidders shall bear
all cost arising from or incidental to the preparation, clarification, finalization and
delivery of their bid proposal.

CPP is not obliged to accept the bid with least prices or any other bids. CPP reserves
the right to accept or reject any bid, and to annul the bidding process and reject all
bids, at any time prior to award of contract, without thereby incurring any liability
to the affected bidder or bidders or; any obligations to inform the affected bidder
or bidders of the ground for the CPP’s action.

ministry.

AlMaha

Ceramics clol il

DIRECTOR'S REPORT

Dear Shareholders,

On behalf of the Board of Directors, | am pleased to present
the un-audited results of Al Maha Ceramics SAOG for the six
months ended 30" June 2021.

Company's Performance:

Your company has achieved a revenue of RO 4,875,651 for the
period as compared to RO 4,297,896 in the same period last
year, an increase of 13.44 %. Net profit after tax for the period
is RO 1,225,901 as compared to RO 695,163 in the last year
same period, an increase of 76.35% which is mainly due to an
increase in the sales revenue, effective cost control measures
taken at various levels.

Future Outlook:

The robust performance achieved in the first quarter of the
year continued in quarter two as well registering an excellent
growth over last year even when the situation of pandemic and
its effect continued to remain the same. The challenge that is
expected in the future is the sharp increase in sea freight forcing
our suppliers to increase the price of raw materials. Pandemic
also inducing continued restrictions of movement due to
closed borders hampering visit of our vendors, technicians,
our customers and also skilled workforce. With the ongoing
vaccination drive, we hope to see the situation improving in
the next quarter. Demand situation looks good in the region and
with our continued efforts to lower down our cost, we expect
to continue with similar performance in next half of the year
as well.

With regards to our announcement regarding taking majority
stake in Al Hael Ceramics, the due diligence in under process
and we are progressing as planned

Your company has initiated a vaccination drive for its
employee and their family to ensure a risk-free and safe work
environment and to meet the challenges of the pandemic in
days to come. We have a robust risk management mechanism
in place to effectively manage the health, business, operational
and financial risks. Your company is in compliance with the
Code of Corporate Governance and prioritizes the interests
of the national workforce through omanization and would
continuously strive for their overall development.

Thanks, and Appreciation

On behalf of the board, | would like to convey our gratitude
to His Majesty Sultan Haitham Bin Tarik and His Majesty's
Government for their encouragement and support.

The Board would also like to thank the Ministry of Commerce &
Industry and Investment Promotion, Capital Market Authority,
Muscat Stock Exchange, Bankers and Auditors for their
continued support to the company.

The Board would also like to place on record appreciation for the
dedicated efforts of the management team and all employees
of the company. | would also like to thank the shareholders
of the company for the confidence they have reposed in the
Company and its Board.

For Al Maha Ceramics SAOG

Masoud Humaid Malik Al Harthy
Chairman

£ & p o daal el Lgal)
Al Maha Ceramics SAOG

PO Box 482, Postal Code 322, Falaj Al Qabail, Sohar, Oman. Tel: 26752322/23
Fax: 26752177. Email: info@almahaceramics.com, web: www.almahaceramics.com

UNAUDITED CONDENSED INTERIM
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

As at 30th June

Audited
2021 2020  Dec. 2020
RO RO RO
ASSETS
Non-current assets
Property, plant and equipment 6,537,209 7,278,318 6,906,960
Investment property 225,000 225,000 225,000
Right-of-use asset 655,861 466,674 464,109
7,418,070 7,969,992 7,596,069
Current assets
Inventories 1,419,424 1,741,255 1,515,101
Trade and other receivables 2,183591 2,712,032 2,221,170
Cash and bank balances 2,038,256 482,107 1,751,544
5,641,271 4,935,394 5,487,815
TOTAL ASSETS 13,059,341 12,905,386 13,083,884
EQUITY
Share capital 5,500,000 5,500,000 5,500,000
Share premium 88,199 88,199 88,199
Statutory reserve 1,833,333 1,697,533 1,833,333
Retained earnings 2,839,306 2,185,056 2,878,405
TOTAL EQUITY 10,260,838 9,470,788 10,299,937
LIABILITIES
Non-current liabilities
End of service benefits 266,923 256,807 260,879
Deferred tax liability 319,611 348,950 319,611
Non-current portion of lease liabilities 613,500 395,593 423,667
1,200,034 1,001,350 1,004,157
Current liabilities
Bank borrowings - 600,000 -
Trade and other payables 1,314,715 1,559,341 1,420,552
Current portion of lease liabilities 67,399 85,807 59,692
Income tax payable 216,355 188,100 299,546
1,598,469 2,433,248 1,779,790
TOTAL LIABILITIES 2,798,503 3,434,598 2,783,947
TOTAL EQUITY AND LIABILITIES 13,059,341 12,905,386 13,083,884
Net assets per share 0.187 0.172 0.187

UNAUDITED CONDENSED INTERIM STATEMENT
OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME

6 months ended 6 months ended

30 June 2021 30 June 2020

RO RO

Revenue 4,875,651 4,281,945
Cost of sales (2,836,381) (2,816,443)
Gross profit 2,039,270 1,465,502
Administrative and general expenses (320,405) (276,183)
Selling and distribution expenses (273,711) (373,570)
Other Income / (expenses) 16,500 15,951
Profit from operations 1,461,654 831,700
Finance charges (19,417) {(13,861)
Profit before tax 1,442,237 817,839
Income tax (216,336) (122,676)
TOH SoprSRS i 1225901 695,163
Basic earnings per share (Annualised) 0.045 0.025
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OAB extends support
to families, individuals
affected by floods in Sur

As part of its commitment to
support the community and in
line with its sustainability strat-
egy, Oman Arab Bank (OAB) an-
nounced the launch of an
initiative to aid families and indi-
viduals that were affected by the
recent floods in Sur.

The OAB initiative will see the
provision of a three-month loan
deferment for affected bank cus-
tomers, as well as financial sup-
port for families in need, in
collaboration with the Ministry of
Social Development.

Rashad al Shaikh, head of Re-
tail Banking Division at OAB,
said, "Our community initiatives
are targeted towards those
within the community that need
it most. With this in mind, we will
be deferring loans for our cus-
tomers who have been affected,
for a period of three months to

4 ¥
Rashad al Shaikh

help them overcome this difficult
situation.”

Feras al Farsi, head of Sustain-
ability and CSR at OAB, said, “A
key focus of our sustainability
strategy is centred on reinforcing
our relationship with our com-
munities. Given the impact of the
floods and the effects of the pan-
demic, we are doing our best to

o
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extend support to affected fami-
lies and individuals that need it
most. Together with the Ministry
of Social Development, the cases
are reviewed and necessary ac-
tion is taken accordingly. We will
also be donating to the ministry
and recommending three SME
construction companies, who are
our customers, to facilitate the

required repairs.”

Emphasising the bank's strat-
egy, Farsi added, "We continue
to work towards implementing
initiatives that fall under our
three sustainability pillars, com-
munity partnerships, environ-
mental  responsibility  and
financial inclusion. The initiative
launched today is just one exam-
ple of the activities we undertake
to support our communities in a
time of need.”

Oman Arab Bank has a rich
and proud history as one of the
first financial institutions to be
established in the sultanate.
Today, the bank operates a na-
tionwide network of 53 branches
and representative offices with
160 ATMs spread across Oman.
OAB provides a complete range
of financial products and services
through its OAB Online App.

Purshottam Kanji Exchange,
Instant Cash donate 100 tabs

Oman's first money exchange
Purshottam Kanji Exchange and
Instant Cash Global Money
Transfer jointly donated 100 tabs
for students in Indian School
Muscat (ISM). In a simple func-
tion Purshottam Kanji Exchange
general manager, Supin James
and head of operations in the
presence of Instant Cash repre-
sentative Nihas, handed over the
100 tabs to ISM principal Dr Ra-
jeev Kumar Chauhan and vice
principal Saji S Nair.

During COVID-19 pandemic
the society was in tremendous
pressure and due to online
classes many students were un-
able to attend properly. With the
financial crisis created by the
pandemic to many parents the
devices were not easy to be
owned. Purshottam Kanji Ex-
change as a part of their Corpo-
rate Social Responsibility, took
this initiative with Instant Cash to
donate these tabs.

James informed, “It is our re-
sponsibility to contribute back to
society, especially ISM manage-
ment, staff and parents who have
been part of Purshottam Kanji
Exchange success story, and we

are bound to support such good
initiatives taken by ISM and wish
them great success.”

Dr Chauhan said, “This kind
gesture is a fine example of how
an organisation understands the
importance of education and
they have come forward in
supporting the needs of the stu-
dents. ISM management, teach-
ers, staff and parents will be
thankful for this wonderful sup-
port extended by Purshottam
Kanji Exchange and Instant
Cash.”

Nair added, “The eligible stu-
dents will be given the tabs at the
earliest and it will be based on
the expression of interest from
the parents. The identification
process will be soon carried out.

James added, “We are ex-

tremely happy with the ISM for
giving us the opportunity to sup-
port a good cause and we had no
second thoughts for the request
submitted from ISM for support.
We are part of the community
and will be in forefront to support
and encourage the good activi-
ties done by ISM management. It
is not the first time we have done
such a large support in fact in
2020 we did similar gesture of
contributing 100 tabs to students
in all the ISM schools and we are
proud to be associated with this
event."

Binoy  Simon  Varghese
thanked the ISM management
for allowing Purshottam Kanji
Exchange to be involved in such
a wonderful Social Responsibility
activity.

Oman Air to resume its

Jeddah flights from August 11

Oman Air said it will resume
flights to Jeddah, Saudi Arabia on
August 11.

The twice-weekly flights will
operate on Wednesday and Sat-
urday as WY 1675 from Muscat
(MCT) and WY 1676 from Jed-
dah (JED). Flights from Muscat
will depart at 3.25pm and arrive
in Jeddah at 5.40pm. Flights
from Jeddah will depart at
7.40pm and arrive in Muscat at
1.45pm.

Oman Air said no quarantine
is required for fully vaccinated
travellers, with proof of second
dose administered 14 days prior
to arrival.

The airline said it will maintain
its comprehensive safety pro-

gramme throughout all elements
of the travel journey to ensure
that guests fly confidently.

Masks are required when
guests are on board the aircraft
and in Oman'’s airports. Distanc-
ing is maintained while guests
board and exit the aircraft, which
are carefully cleaned after each
flight and at the end of every day.
Cabin crew all wear a full set of
personal protective equipment,
meal service has been modified
to further ensure safety, and a
number of other measures have
been implemented to ensure
that the airline's guests and crew
are safe at all times.

People who are planning to
travel to Muscat should visit the

Civil Aviation Authority website,
caa.gov.om, to ensure they are
prepared to comply with require-
ments to enter the sultanate, and
those travelling to Jeddah should
ensure they are aware of official
requirements to enter or transit
through the country.

Guests travelling for Umrah
should be aware of the latest
conditions for travel, as well as
other relevant Umrah measures
and restrictions, available on
omanair.com

Guests departing from Oman
should also ensure that they are
aware of all pre-departure re-
quirements and requirements
during their flights, which are
provided at omanair.com.

Pakistan Embassy facilitates webinar
on Oman-Pakistan trade development

Pakistan Embassy in collabora-
tion with Federation of Pakistan
Chamber of Commerce & Indus-
try (FPCCI) and Oman Chamber
of Commerce & Industry (OCCI)
on Tuesday convened a webinar.

Pakistani side was repre-
sented by Hanif Lakhani, acting
president FPCCI, while Eng
Redha al Saleh, chairman OCCI
led Omani delegation.

Acting president FPCCI con-
gratulated his Omani counter-
part upon his appointment as the
chairman of OCCI and hoped
that the trade relations between
Pakistan and Oman would be
further strengthened and ex-
panded under the stewardship of
Eng Saleh. The webinar aimed at
promoting trade and commercial
ties between Islamic Republic of
Pakistan and Sultanate of Oman.

Ambassador of Pakistan to
Oman, H E KK Ahsan Wagan, in
his opening remarks, highlighted
the importance of complement-
ing each other in this era of geo-
economics. He mentioned that
some of the major impediments
in reaching optimal level of bilat-
eral trade are lack of high level
visits including visits of business
delegations, lack of direct con-

nectivity between two countries
and lack of holding trade exhibi-
tions on both sides.

The ambassador also talked in
detail about CPEC and invest-
ment opportunities in Gawador.
Chairman of OCCl, in his address,
also endorsed that there has
been fluctuations in bilateral
trade levels in recent times and
this webinar will pave way for
intra-regional trade and increase
in number of joint investment
projects since Oman has now
many business friendly laws in
place including Foreign Capital

Investment Law, Privatisation
Law and Public Private Partner-
ship Law. Oman Ambassador to
Pakistan, H E Sheikh Muhammad
Omar al Marhoon, reiterated that
Oman has been and will keep on
extending all support to the busi-
nessmen from both countries.
Both sides reviewed a range of
issues of common interest in the
field of economic cooperation,
emphasised the need of explor-
ing numerous investment oppor-
tunities in different fields
including fruit, vegetables, phar-
maceuticals, meat, mining and

construction. The significance of
CPEC, Gawador and Dugm
Ports, for possible future collab-
oration, was mutually acknowl-
edged and recognised by all
parties.

The segment of open discus-
sion during the webinar included
introduction of business people
from both Pakistan and Oman
for future interactions. Both sides
reiterated and encouraged con-
tinuation of such webinars/vir-
tual meetings which will lead to
increase in bilateral trade and
commercial relations.

Dubai office market remains strong due to
government support and economic recovery

Savills, the leading global real es-
tate advisors, reported that the
grade A office market in Dubai
has remained strong over the last
three months. According to Sav-
ills latest ‘Market in Minutes' re-
search, demand for grade A
office space has been on a steady
incline since Q4 2020 due to
strong economic recovery and
bullish business sentiments for
the remainder of the year. Relo-
cations continue to drive demand
with occupiers looking to up-
grade to Grade A developments.

Paul Walshe, director of Inter-
national Corporate Services at
Savills Middle East, said, “Due to
the accelerated vaccination
drive, the UAE's economy is
among the very first in the world
to showcase increased recovery
and growth. This has given com-
panies the confidence to move
away from focusing on cost sav-
ing to instead securing quality of-
fice spaces.”

According to Savills research,

with sustainability remaining a
high priority for occupiers, now
more than ever, developers and
landlords are beginning to evalu-
ate the feasibility of certifying
their buildings with globally rec-
ognized accreditations such as
LEED among others. Furthermore,
this has also driven an increasing
number of landlords to upgrade
common areas and other building
facilities to improve the mar-
ketability of their buildings.

Commenting on the govern-
ments contribution towards the
growth in the office market, Wal-
she said, “Strong support from
the government towards pro-
moting home grown tech and
fintech companies has resulted
in an increasing number of new
businesses entering the market.
This has significantly contributed
towards the demand for office
space evidenced by the recent
announcement to expand the

DIFC FinTech Hive four-fold to
over 315,000sq ft."

Swapnil Pillai, associate direc-
tor Research at Savills Middle
East said, “In most micro-mar-
kets, rental values have remained
relatively stable when compared
to Q1 2021. However, certain
submarkets, such as the Dubai
Design District and One Central,
have recorded an increase in
rental values by 1.5 per cent to
3.0 per cent g-0-qg."

Pandemic recovery moves forward
2021's Earth Overshoot Day

This year's Earth Overshoot Day
has moved almost a month for-
ward, in part due to the world's
economies recovering from
2020 and the growing demand
for power fuelled by hydrocar-
bons. Each year, Earth Overshoot
Day marks the date when hu-
manity has used all the biological
resources that Earth can renew
during the entire year.

Last year, that date was Au-
gust 22 - reflecting a 9.3 per cent
reduction of humanity's Ecologi-
cal Footprint from January 1 to
Earth Overshoot Day compared
to 2019. This year's date repre-
sents a ten per cent increase and
sets the Earth back to pre-pan-
demic levels of resource usage.
Oman’'s own Earth Overshoot
Day was on March 22 of this year.

In response to this, Schneider
Electric and Global Footprint
Network (GFN), a research or-
ganisation that tracks how the
world manages natural re-
sources, launched the 100 Days

of Possibility’ initiative, which
aims to promote solutions that
help address climate change and
biodiversity loss.

The 100 days referenced in the
initiative’s name mark the time
left until the start of the 26t an-
nual UN Climate Conference
(COP26), when government offi-
cials from around the globe will
gather in Glasgow, Scotland, to
try to agree on effective actions to
combat climate change. The so-
lutions highlighted by the project
underpin its key message: That
companies, governments and in-
dividuals can take action now -

and there is no need to wait for
decisions made at COP26.

Opportunities and solutions
across all sectors will be revealed
each day leading up to COP26 on
100DaysofPossibility.org. These
will highlight the many ways that
everyone can #MoveTheDate of
Earth Overshoot Day. Examples
include proposals for 100 per cent
renewable power grids, smart
homes, and food waste reduction.
Schneider Electric, declared the
world's most sustainable corpo-
ration by Corporate Knights ear-
lier this year, showed its support
of the initiative by submitting six
of its climate solutions to the ‘100
Days' list.

“Climate change is a threat to
us all, and we're seeing its impact
with extreme weather events
throughout the world and in the
Gulf where summer tempera-
tures are regularly reaching fifty
degrees Celsius,” said Sridhar
Sharma, Oman country man-
ager, Schneider Electric.
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Iran ultraconservative Raisi
inaugurated as President

Tehran, Iran - Ultraconservative
Ebrahim Raisi was on Tuesday
inaugurated as the President of
Iran, a country whose hopes of
shaking off a dire economic crisis
hinges on reviving a nuclear deal
with world powers.

‘Following the people's choice,
| task the wise, indefatigable, ex-
perienced and popular Hoja-
toleslam Ebrahim Raisi as
President of the Islamic Republic
of Iran," Iran’'s Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei wrote in
a decree read out by his chief of
staff.

Raisi replaces moderate pres-
ident Hassan Rouhani, whose
landmark achievement was the
2015 nuclear agreement be-
tween Iran and six major powers.

From the outset, Raisi will
have to tackle negotiations
aimed at reviving the nuclear
deal from which the US unilater-
ally withdrew imposing sweep-
ing sanctions.

The 60 year old also faces the
United States, Britain and Israel’s
warnings to Iran over a deadly
tanker attack last week for which
Tehran denies responsibility.

Raisi, in his inauguration
speech, said the new govern-
ment would seek to lift ‘oppres-
sive’ US sanctions, but would
‘not tie the nation’s standard of
living to the will of foreigners'.

"We believe the people's
economic position is un-
favourable both because of the
hostility of our enemies and be-
cause of the shortcomings and
problems inside the country,”
he said.

In his response, Khamenei ac-
knowledged Iran suffered from
‘many shortcomings and prob-
lems’, but quickly added: “The
country’s capabilities are even
more numerous.”

“Fixing economic problems
takes time and cannot be done
overnight,” he said.

Raisi won a presidential elec-
tion in June in which more than
half the electorate stayed away
after many heavyweights were
barred from standing.

A former judiciary chief, he
has been criticised by the West
for his human rights record.

Tuesday's ceremony marked
Raisi's formal accession to office.
He will next be sworn in before
parliament on Thursday when he
is to submit his proposed gov-
ernment line-up.

Raisi's presidency will consol-
idate power in the hands of con-
servatives following their 2020
parliamentary election victory,
marked by the disqualification of

Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei (left) during the inauguration of Ebrahim Raisi (right) as

President, in the former's office in the capital Tehran on Tuesday (AFP)

thousands of reformist or mod-
erate candidates.

Economy top
challenge
Iran’s economic woes, exacer-
bated by US sanctions, will be
the new president’s top chal-
lenge, said Clement Therme, a
researcher at the European Uni-
versity Institute in Italy.

“His main objective will be to
improve the economic situation
by reinforcing the Islamic repub-

lic's economic relations with
neighbouring countries” and oth-
ers such as Russia and China,
Therme said.

The 2015 deal saw Iran accept
curbs on its nuclear capabilities
in return for an easing of sanc-
tions.

But then US president Donald
Trump withdrew from the ac-
cord three years later and
ramped up sanctions again,
prompting Tehran to pull back
from most of its nuclear commit-

ments.

Trump's successor Joe Biden
has signalled his readiness to re-
turn to the deal and engaged in
indirect negotiations with Iran
alongside formal talks with the
accord's remaining parties -
Britain, China, France, Germany
and Russia.

The US sanctions have
choked Iran and its vital oil ex-
ports, and the economy con-
tracted by more than six per cent
in both 2018 and 2019.

We believe the
people’s economic
position is
unfavourable
both because of
the hostility of our
enemies and
because of the
shortcomings

and problems
inside the country

EBRAHIM RAISI

US warns of
‘appropriate
response’

In the winter of 2017-2018, and
again in 2019, street protests
sparked by the economic crisis
rocked the country.

And last month, demonstra-
tors in  oil-rich Khuzestan
province, which has been hit by
drought, took to the streets to
vent their anger.

On the foreign front, tensions
have escalated after the United
States and Britain joined Israel in
blaming Tehran for a tanker at-
tack off Oman last Thursday that
killed a British security guard and
a Romanian crew member.

The United States vowed an
‘appropriate response’, while Iran
warned on Monday that it will re-
spond to any ‘adventurism’.

The economic malaise has
been exacerbated by the coron-
avirus pandemic, which has offi-
cially cost more than 90,000
lives and also hit many Iranians
in the pocket.

In his final Cabinet meeting on
Sunday, Rouhani defended his
track record but apologised over
the ‘hardships’ Iranians have had
to endure. After his election,
Raisi made clear that his key for-
eign policy would be to improve
ties with regional countries.

In mid-July, Rouhani said he
hoped his successor can clinch a
deal to lift US sanctions and con-
clude nuclear talks.

But Khamenei, whose word is
final in policy matters, has
warned against trusting the
West.

Raisi has already said he will
not hold talks simply for the sake
of negotiations.

His government will only sup-
port talks that ‘guarantee na-
tional interests’, the incoming
president said.

AFP

Police experts leave the place where Belarusian dissident Vitaly Shishov

was found hanged in a park, near the capital Kiev on Tuesday (AFp)

Missing Belarus
dissident found
hanged in Ukraine

Kiev, Ukraine - A missing Belaru-
sian dissident was on Tuesday
found hanged in a park in
Ukraine, with police opening a
murder probe and supporters ac-
cusing the regime of Alexander
Lukashenko of killing the activist
who helped his compatriots flee
repression.

Vitaly Shishov (26) headed
the Belarusian House in Ukraine,
an non-governmental organisa-
tion, and was involved in every-
thing from helping fellow
compatriots settle in Ukraine to
staging anti-regime protests.

Belarus strongman
Lukashenko, who has been in
power since 1994, has been
cracking down on any form of
dissent since mass protests
erupted after last year's elections,
deemed unfair by the West.

Many Belarusians have fled,
often to neighbouring Ukraine,
Poland and Lithuania.

‘Belarusian citizen Vitaly
Shishov, who had gone missing
in Kiev yesterday (Tuesday), was
today found hanged in one of the
Kiev parks, not far from where he
lived,’ the police said in a state-
ment.

The police said they had
opened a murder probe and
would pursue all leads including
a possible ‘murder disguised as a
suicide’.

Activist Oleg Ovchinnikov
told AFP that Shishov had
bruises on his face and a broken
nose when he was found in the
woods on the outskirts of Kiev.

An AFP journalist saw several
police cars and dozens of police
at the scene, some carrying black
bags.

The Belarusian House in
Ukraine accused the Lukashenko
regime of being behind the mur-
der of Shishov.

‘There is no doubt that this is
an operation planned by Chek-
ists to liquidate a Belarusian who
presented a true danger to the
regime,’ the NGO said in a state-
ment, referring to security serv-
ice agents.

The activist went jogging in

Vitaly Shiskov (aFp)

Kiev on Monday morning but did
not return and could not be
reached on his mobile phone.

Shishov moved to pro-West-
ern Ukraine in the autumn of
2020, after joining anti-govern-
ment protests in Belarus, and
helped establish the Belarusian
House in Ukraine.

‘Followed by
strangers’

The NGO said that it had repeat-
edly received warnings about
possible ‘provocations, including
kidnapping and liquidation’.

Friends of Shishov said he had
been followed by ‘strangers’
while jogging recently, according
to human rights organisation Vi-
asna.

Belarusian authorities have
used force to put down historic
demonstrations against
Lukashenko's rule and have been
trying to snuff out remaining dis-
sent, jailing university students
and shutting down independent
media.

Belarus has a history of politi-
cal killings and disappearances,
and regime critics have claimed
that the Belarusian security serv-
ices run death squads that hunt
down and target Lukashenko op-
ponents.

In 2019, a man who claimed
to have served in an elite Belaru-
sian police unit, Yury Garavsky,
gave sensational testimony to
German broadcaster Deutsche
Welle, saying he helped murder
three of Lukashenko's political
opponents 20 years ago.

AFP

Lebanese officials crlmlnally neghgent' over port blast: HRW

Beirut, Lebanon - Human Rights
Watch on Tuesday accused
Lebanese authorities of criminal
negligence for failing to secure a
shipment of hazardous chemi-
cals that caused last year's mon-
ster port blast, despite repeated
warnings.

The watchdog recommended
anindependent UN investigative
mission conduct its own inquiry,
and advocated for broad interna-
tional sanctions against top offi-
cials. The August 4, 2020
explosion of a shipment of am-
monium nitrate fertiliser haphaz-
ardly stored at the Beirut port for
six years killed more than 200
people and destroyed swathes of
the capital, in one of the world's
largest non-nuclear blasts.

Victims' families and the
broader public widely saw the
explosion as the result of incom-
petence and corruption on the
part of the ruling class, but one
year on, no official has been
brought to justice.

A 126-page HRW report, re-
leased one day before the first
anniversary of the tragedy, iden-
tified top officials in the govern-
ment, customs, the army and
security agencies who were
aware of the shipment and its
dangers but failed to take neces-
sary action.

‘Multiple Lebanese authorities
were, at a minimum, criminally
negligent under Lebanese law in
their handling’ of the ammonium
nitrate shipment, said the report,
which draws on interviews and
official correspondence, including
previously unpublished material.

‘Homicide’
‘Evidence strongly suggests that
some government officials fore-
saw the death that the ammo-
nium nitrate's presence in the
port could result in and tacitly ac-
cepted the risk of the deaths oc-
curring,’ it said.

The report, entitled ‘They
Killed us from the Inside: An in-

A 25m tall steel sculpture dubbed ‘The Gesture’ by Lebanese artist Nadim Karam, made from the debris of the

blast that destroyed the port of Lebanon's capital Beirut on August 4 last year, hangs at the site on July 28 (AFp)

vestigation into the August 4
Beirut blast’, accused authorities
of violating the right to life and
said that their actions could
amount to ‘homicide’ under do-

mestic law.

The rights group recom-
mended sanctions against ‘offi-
cials implicated in ongoing
violations of human rights re-

lated to the August 4 blast and
efforts to undermine accounta-
bility".

Sanctions, HRW said, would
‘provide additional leverage to

those pressing for accountability
through domestic judicial pro-
ceedings'.

According to the HRW inves-
tigation, mistakes started soon
after the chemicals arrived in
Beirut in 2013 onboard the Rho-
sus, a Moldovan-flagged ship al-
legedly sailing from Georgia to
Mozambique.

‘Ministry of Public Works and
Transport officials inaccurately
described the cargo's risks in
their requests to the judiciary to
offload the merchandise,” HRW
said.

They also 'knowingly stored
the ammonium nitrate in Beirut's
port alongside flammable or ex-
plosive materials for nearly six
years', even after receiving re-
ports warning that the chemical
is ‘extremely hazardous’, HRW
said.

For their part, customs offi-
cials who were first alerted to the
hazardous chemicals in 2014
and who could have acted unilat-

erally to remove the material
from the port failed to take ade-
quate steps to dispose of it,
HRW said.

The Lebanese army, even
after learning that the shipment's
nitrogen grade classified it under
local law as material used to
manufacture explosives, ‘took no
apparent steps to secure the ma-
terial’, the report said.

Instead, it brushed off respon-
sibility, saying it was not in need
of the chemicals, even though
under Lebanese law, army ap-
proval is required to import or in-

spect material used to
manufacture explosives.
Lebanon’s State Security

agency, which completed an in-
vestigation into the ammonium
nitrate at the port before the ex-
plosion, was slow to report the
threat to senior government offi-
cials and provided incomplete in-
formation about the dangers the
chemical posed, HRW said.

AFP
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Beijing, China - Authorities in
China's Wuhan said on Tuesday
they would test the city’s entire
population for COVID-19, as the
virus returned to the place
where it first emerged and the
highly contagious Delta variant
drove tightening lockdowns
worldwide.

A resurgent virus has re-
turned with a vengeance,
buoyed by stalling vaccination
rates and deadly new mutations
even in places which had long
touted their successes in over-
coming the worst of the pan-
demic.

China brought domestic
cases down to virtually zero
after the coronavirus first
emerged in Wuhan, allowing the
economy to rebound and life to
return largely to normal.

But a fresh outbreak has
thrown that record into jeop-
ardy, as the fast-spreading Delta
variant reaches dozens of cities
after infections among airport
cleaners in Nanjing sparked a
chain of cases that have been re-
ported across the country.

In Wuhan - where the virus
first emerged in December 2019
and which faced a gruelling lock-
down in the early months of the
pandemic - authorities said they
were launching a mass-testing
program for all TImn residents.

And across China, authorities
have confined the residents of
entire cities to their homes, cut
domestic transport links and

COVID-19 PANDEMIC

Virus returns to China's Wuhan
as Delta variant woes mount

A resident gets nucleic acid test done for the coronavirus in Wuhan in China’s Hubei province on Tuesday (AFP)

rolled out mass testing in recent
days as the country battles its
largest coronavirus outbreak in
months.

Millions are also still under
movement restrictions in Aus-
tralia, where troops on Monday
hit the streets of the country's
largest city of Sydney and sur-
rounding areas, which are enter-
ing the sixth week of a lockdown
set to run until the end of Au-
gust.

Authorities have been strug-
gling to stop the spread of the

highly infectious Delta variant in
the city - and to ensure that res-
idents follow containment rules
- with more than 3,600 cases
recorded since mid-June.

With about 15 per cent of
Australia’'s 25mn people fully
vaccinated, authorities are still
relying on lockdowns to slow the
spread of the virus.

Hospitalisations
inthe US

And the virus has even spread in
places where inoculation rollout

programs have been relatively
successful, with the United
States seeing a new wave driven
by the Delta variant that has sent
hospitalisations soaring to levels
not seen since last summer.

The country on Monday hit
President Joe Biden's goal of ad-
ministering at least one jab to 70
per cent of adults one month
late - dashing hopes of declaring
victory over the worst of the
pandemic by Independence Day
on July 4.

Officials blamed falling vac-

cine rates, particularly in areas
where hesitancy is higher as well
as among younger people, those
with lower income and racial mi-
norities, for the missed deadline
as well as the soaring caseload.

“These cases are concen-
trated in communities with lower
vaccination rates,” Jeff Zients,
White House COVID task force
coordinator, told reporters.

“One in three cases nation-
wide occurred in Florida and
Texas this past week,” he added.

In a silver lining, US states
that lagged behind in their vac-
cination rates are belatedly
catching up, according to the lat-
est data.

And faced with the Delta vari-
ant, other countries have begun
considering a rollout of booster
shots, which some drug manu-
facturers have suggested could
enhance immunity to more in-
fectious mutations of the virus.

Germany said on Monday
that it would begin offering third
jabs to elderly and at-risk
groups, citing concerns over ‘a
reduced or rapidly declining
immune response’ among some
people.

A booster shot will also be of-
fered to anyone who received
the two-dose AstraZeneca or
single-dose Johnson & Johnson
vaccines, a document released
by the country’'s Health Ministry
said, 'in the interests of preven-
tative healthcare'.

AFP

A woman receives a dose of the COVID-19 jab at a vaccination centre

at El-Menzah Stadium, in Tunisia's capital Tunis on Tuesday (AFP)

‘Tunisia crossed
peak of wave but
must speed up jabs’

Tunis, Tunisia - Tunisia - which
has seen the world's worst
COVID-19 death toll - may be
over the peak of the latest wave
but the government must still
speed up inoculations, the
WHQO said on Monday.

“The epidemiological data
are going in the right direction,”
World Health Organization
(WHO) representative in
Tunisia Yves Souteyrand told a
press conference.

“"We have the feeling that
the peak of the epidemic may
have passed.”

But with vaccines in short
supply, overwhelmed hospitals,
shortages of oxygen and the
highly contagious Delta variant
rampaging through the coun-
try's 12mn population mean the
risk of a health disaster re-
mains, the WHO warned.

The Delta variant was re-
sponsible for ‘more than 90 per
cent’ of cases, and the impact of
family gatherings during a re-
cent religious holiday was hard

to evaluate but could set back
progress made, Souteyrand
said. “The challenge is to speed
up the vaccination campaign.”

The country had ‘in ten days
received around seven million
vaccine doses and will receive
perhaps two or three million
more’ soon, he said.

The WHO has also provided
400 oxygen concentrators and
four oxygen generators to
Tunisia, where the government
has been in crisis after President
Kais Saied suspended parlia-
ment and took direct power - a
move his critics said was a coup.

Since the shock move late
last month, Saied has estab-
lished a coronavirus crisis unit,
supervised by a high-level mili-
tary official, to help manage the
country's outbreak.

Souteyrand said that ‘rela-
tions between the WHO and
the Health Ministry have not
been affected by the political
crisis’.

AFP

This file photo shows Barack Obama sharing a light moment with
former NBA basketball player Shaquille O'Neal (aFp)

Obama’s mega birthday bash draws criticism

Washington, US - Former US

president Barack Obama'’s plans
to celebrate his 60th birthday
came under fire - mainly from
the Republican camp - for
throwing a large party amid a
resurgence of coronavirus cases
due to the Delta variant.

The celebration is to take
place this weekend on the up-
scale island of Martha's Vine-
yard.

Republican congressman Jim
Jordan, a loyalist of Obama's
successor Donald Trump, took
to Twitter to joke that ‘if this was

Hong Kong broadcaster, local
media outlet, artist quit city

Hong Kong, China - Hong Kong
online news outlet Initium an-
nounced it was relocating to Sin-
gapore on Tuesday citing fading
press freedoms, the first local
media to quit the financial hub as
authorities crack down on dis-
sent.

The announcement came the
same day that veteran broad-
caster Steve Vines and Kacey
Wong, one of the city's best
known political artists, also sep-
arately confirmed they had left
Hong Kong because of declining
freedoms.

“Over the past six years, the
road to freedom has become
tougher and more dangerous,
the world is increasingly po-
larised and antagonistic,” Ini-
tium's chief editor Susie Wu
wrote in an article commemorat-
ing the outlet's sixth year an-
niversary.

She cited Hong Kong's steady
slide down annual press freedom
ranking lists and the rise of ‘little
pinks' - staunch nationalists - in
mainland China.

Initium is a comparatively
small Chinese-language outlet

with some 60,000 paying sub-
scribers.

But its departure illustrates
the concerns many media out-
lets have about their future in
Hong Kong, a city which was
once a bastion of free speech in
China.

‘We believe no matter where
we are, as long as the freedom in
our hearts is connected, we can
create larger space for freedom,’
Wu wrote.

Chinais currently remoulding
Hong Kong in its own authoritar-
ian image after huge and often
violent democracy protests two
years ago.

A sweeping national security
law imposed last year has crimi-
nalised much dissent and au-
thorities have embarked on a
campaign to root out those
deemed unpatriotic.

Many of the city’'s most
prominent pro-democracy ac-
tivists have been arrested or
jailed. Others have fled overseas.

On Tuesday, public broad-
caster RTHK confirmed veteran
host Vines had left for the UK,
blaming what he said was ‘white

terror sweeping through Hong
Kong'.

‘The institutions that ensure
the liberty of Hongkongers are
being dismantled by people who
care so little that they don't even
flinch when it becomes abun-
dantly clear that the very
essence of the place is being de-
stroyed,’ Vines wrote in an email
to colleagues, RTHK reported.

In a separate interview with
Hong Kong Free Press, political
artist Wong said he had moved
to Taiwan in search of 100 per-
cent freedom’ because of dimin-
ishing freedom in his home city.

Multiple international media
companies, including AFP, have
their regional headquarters in
Hong Kong, attracted to the
business-friendly regulations and
free speech provisions written
into the city's mini-constitution.

But many media outlets are
questioning whether they have a
future there. The New York Times
moved its Asia hub to South
Korea after the law was enacted
last year, and others have drawn
up contingency plans.

AFP

President Trump's birthday’, De-
mocrats would be saying ‘How
can someone be so reckless?’ or
‘They're killing people.’

“Is there an exception for par-
ties attended by rich liberal
celebrities?” demanded Ronna
McDaniel, the Republican Na-
tional Committee chairwoman.

‘Barack Obama will have a
birthday bash with 700 guests
on Saturday,’ tweeted Republi-
can  congressman  Lance
Gooden. "Will Democrats de-
mand he require all of his guests
wear masks?’

Afghan army urg

Kandahar, Afghanistan - Resi-
dents of a besieged Afghan city
were urged to evacuate on Tues-
day as the army prepared a
major offensive against Taliban
insurgents after three days of
heavy fighting.

The Taliban have seized con-
trol of much of rural Afghanistan
since foreign forces began the
last stage of their withdrawal in
early May, but are now focused
on capturing provincial capitals,
where they are meeting stiffer
resistance.

Fighting is raging for Lashkar
Gah, the capital of southern Hel-
mand province, with the United
Nations saying at least 40 civil-
ians had been killed in the last 24
hours.

Gen Sami Sadat, commander
of the 215 Maiwand Afghan
Army Corps, told residents to get
out as soon as they could.

"Please leave as soon as pos-
sible so that we can start our op-
eration,” he said in a message to
the city of 200,000 delivered via
the media. "l know it is very diffi-
cult for you to leave your houses
- it is hard for us too - but if you
are displaced for a few days
please forgive us,” he added.

According to  unnamed
sources quoted by the American
press, the celebration would
take place in full compliance
with the guidelines from the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), the main US
public health agency. All the
guests will need to be vacci-
nated and have tested negative
for coronavirus, the sources said.

The event will take place out-
doors, and a ‘COVID coordina-
tor', whose exact role has not
been specified, will be present
on the premises.

SRR,

In addition, the CDC said on
Monday that Martha's Vine-
yard, in the state of Massachu-
setts, was reporting only a
moderate level of virus trans-
mission, not enough to trigger
the new recommendations from
the health authorities that even
vaccinated people should wear a
mask indoors.

The Trump administration too
made headlines on numerous
occasions for organising mask-
less events in the White House
or in government departments,
or holding campaign rallies, at

es civilians to
i,

¥ .

This file photo shows internally displaced Afghan families upon their

arrival at a refugee camp in Kandahar on July 27 (afp)

“We are fighting the Taliban
wherever they are. We will fight
them and... we will not leave a
single Taliban alive.”

Officials said earlier that in-
surgents had seized more than a
dozen local radio and TV stations
in the city, leaving only one pro-
Taliban channel broadcasting Is-
lamic programming.

‘Deepening  concern  for
Afghan civilians... as fighting
worsens, the United Nations As-
sistance Mission for Afghanistan
(UNAMA) tweeted.

‘UN urges immediate end to
fighting in urban areas.’

Rooftop chants
“Fighting was intense this morn-
ing," said Sefatullah, director of
Sukon radio in the city.

He said US and Afghan air
force planes had pounded Tal-
iban positions, adding fighting
was ongoing near the city's
prison and a building housing the
headquarters of police and intel-
ligence agencies.

In recent days, the US military
has intensified airstrikes across
the country in a bid to stem Tal-
iban advances.

The loss of Lashkar Gah
would be a massive strategic

the height of the pandemic.

A ceremony in honor of Amy
Coney Barrett, whom Trump ap-
pointed to the Supreme Court,
was suspected of being a super-
spreader event that led to the in-
fection of a dozen people,
including Trump himself.

“The former president - who
is a huge advocate of getting
vaccinated, of following the
guidance of public health ex-
perts - would certainly advocate
for himself as well,” said White
House spokeswoman Jen Psaki.
AFP

evacuate

and psychological blow for the
government, which has pledged
to defend cities at all costs after
losing much of the rural coun-
tryside to the Taliban over the
summer.

In Herat, another city under
siege, hundreds of residents re-
joiced from their rooftops after
government forces repulsed the
latest Taliban assault.

Afghan officials said govern-
ment forces had managed to
push back the insurgents from
several areas of that city - includ-
ing near the airport, which is vital
for resupplies.

Another official said US war-
planes had carried out air strikes,
but that could not be confirmed.

Washington and London
lashed out at the Taliban, accus-
ing them of committing atrocities
that may amount to ‘war crimes’
in the town of Spin Boldak, which
the insurgents captured last
month along the border with
Pakistan.

Afghanistan's Independent
Human Rights Commission ear-
lier said the insurgents had in-
dulged in revenge killings there,
leaving at least 40 people dead.
AFP
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ACROSS

1 Dirty dig

5 Thirst quencher
9 In order

13 Vivacity

17 Arctic oriented
18 Split ___: quibble
20 Code word

21 Swelling

221V

25 Remove from print
26 Earth movers
27 Heredity factor
28 Jostled

30 Command: arch.
31Involved in
monkey

business?

33 Housetop workers
34 Legendary
serpent

37 Chicago-
Louisville dir.

38 Manse resident
40 Decay

411G

44 More hurried
48 Sound quality
49 Five centimes
worth, in the past
50 Furtive glimpse
52 Campaign type
54 Elaborate

57 Lugosi

60 Starring role

62 Art Deco designer

63 Tune, in Toulon
65 Grade sch.

67 Bee follower

69 Slangy affirmative
70 H

74 Tooth drs. degree
77 "Diamond __ "
1928 Mae West
play

78 Writer Bagnold
79 Announces

82 Former pitcher
Hershiser

84 Confining place
86 Como ___usted?
88 San Simeon, for
one

90 May honorees
92 ___ Parks, rights
activist

94 ___ bonne heure!
96 Finished

97 In the wrong role
99 N

104 Highland cap
105 Summer shoe
107 Skater Midori
108 ___ Canals:
former
Superior/Huron

ites

109 Learned one

13 Austrian actress
Rainer

114 Creates Chantilly
116 Irreverent

117 Short deli order
18 Former Georgia
Senator

122 | could ___ horse!
123 ES

127 Daredevil Knievel
128 ___angle: aslant
129 November listing
130 Bite down on

131 Farmer milieu
132 Taken back item
133 Not as much
134 Partner for hems
DOWN

1 Achiever

2 Arm bone

3 Fire starter

4 Try out
beforehand

5 Reduces

6 Clumsy ones

7 Day, in Durango

8 Circle segment

9 Western Native
American

10 Actor Wallach

11 Following

12 Zachary and
Elizabeth

13E

14 Lerner's
collaborator

15 Freud
contemporary
Alfred

16 Must have

17 CPA's concern
19 Rigid

23 Motorcycle racer
Valentino

24 Foot area

29 Western wear
31 Debate

32 Pod dweller?
34 Regarding

35 Tempest

36 Silky velvet

39 Syngman, of S.
Korea

42 Kingdom

43 Comic George
45 Geronimo, for
one

46 Sinister

47 Judge

51 Sailor's saint
53 GOP member
55 Labor

56 Relating to old
Norse verse

58 Author Uris
59 Cainerole

61 Farm machinery
maker

64 Nonworkers
66 Remnants

68 Historical periods
71 Snakelike
swimmers

72 ___ofatale
73 Rocker John
74 Funnyman

DelLuise

75 Small amount
76 Big rig

80 Sammy or Bette
81 Pool person
83L

85 Plenty

87 Set aside
indefinitely

89 Therefore: L.

91 Milan'sLa ___
93 Cancels

95 Stirs up
98"“__All
Seasons”

100 Bunker and
Wharton

101 Used to be

102 Aviator Balbo
103 Very little

106 Lacking
pigmentation

109 Pace

10 Want badly

111 Accommodating
place

12 French queen
15 ___Baron Cohen
118 Dartboard ctrs.
119 Arab boat

120 Storied stones
121 6th sense

124 Short snooze
125 Not well

126 Scottish refusal
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ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19

If you've got a little less zest in your attitude overall, now is a
great time to take action so you can get back to your old, more
energetic self. Today's energy may call for plenty of rest, silly
movies and long chats with old friends so you can recharge those
spiritual batteries. Try picking up a book, going to a museum or
just watching people in the park -- anything that helps you.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20

It's time to take the guilt out of your pleasures! Whatever it is that
brings you real joy needs to be brought out in the open and
celebrated, no matter what others might think. If you like dancing
to yesterday's top hits while wearing clothes that would
embarrass a teenager, go for it. It's sure to be liberating -- not
only for yourself but for your friends, who are eventually inspired.

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21

You know full well that your soul has unplumbed depths. Like the
ocean, there are things living down deep that might become
endangered if you don't take time to cultivate them -- like your
creativity, for example! If you've been a little careless about
nurturing your artistic nature, now is definitely the time to turn it
all around. Take a class, pick up a new book or magazine.

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22

Good times are on the way, and your good energy is totally
ready for fun. Whether you choose to go out as part of a crowd,
a pair or all by yourself, you can tell that a marvellous time will
be had by all. Your company and agenda for the day (and night)
are all up to you, though. Check in with your subconscious and
decide who's in, who's out and what you're all up to.

4 LEOJULY 23-AUGUST 22
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Eating a donut is a supremely delicious indulgence. Eating a
dozen donuts is a cry for help! Remind yourself of that if you

find yourself reaching for junky snacks all day long. No matter

how much you may care for an original glazed, they're really

not worth risking your health over. (Right?) Now is a great

time for you to start taking better care of yourself!

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22

Aren't you tired of the same old excuses from your people?

They might be coming from your best friend, who's always

late. Alternately, they might come from a coworker who can

never keep your travel itinerary straight. They might even

come from yourself, telling yourself how you can never

exercise because there's not enough time. Cut to the chase!

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22

Though you may feel like monopolising someone's company
today, it's a good idea not to get too greedy. Let them have their

fun for now -- they're sure to come back to you sooner or later.

Trying to keep them by your side all day and night just cuts down

on the amount of fun you could be having on your own. Set them

free and watch them come right back to you soon.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21

You need to figure out a way to drop some of your prized

I

L%

attachments before they make your life even more

complicated. Though it might feel impossible not to cling

tightly onto something or someone, wouldn't your life be much

easier if you could just loosen your grip a bit more? You should

end up with more energy for the things that really matter?

02, AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18

scrutinise the fine print and go over every last detail. It might
not come naturally to you -- the big picture is more your thing,
after all -- but it's essential to make sure that everything

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER 21
Before you put your signature on that legal agreement or
throw in your allegiance with someone new, be sure to

moves forward as smoothly as possible.

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
/ - Cupid is sometimes too cautious for your liking. You can't
just strut up to him out of nowhere and demand that he
shoots the object of your affections just to power up your
love life! For now, try just acting nonchalant and totally
unconcerned with what happens next. The more frantically
you seem to want love, the less likely it is to come your way.

o\
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lessons from past mistakes, but don't pile on the guilt for
anything you did out of ignorance or naivete. If you had never
made any mistakes, you'd never have learned a thing, and if you
never learn, you never grow. Who wants to live like that?

G

that mood by doing whatever you can to spread the emotional
wealth. Make an awesome dinner for you and someone close
to you. Pull out all the stops -- what's the point of having good
china and fancy glasses if you never use them?

Stop punishing yourself for mental sins and try to leave the past
where it belongs -- far behind you. Learn to absorb the right

(s) _PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20

? It's an easy, breezy day for you. You should feel relaxed and
mellow and ready to enjoy life for exactly what it is. Augment

TEST YOUR
KNOWLEDGE

1. In which of the following ac-
tivities silicon carbide is used?
a. Making cement and glass

b. Disinfecting water of ponds
c. cutting very hard substances

d. Making casts for statues

water is
a.3%
b.3.5%
c.2.5%
d. 2%

2. The average salinity of sea

a. lead

c. zinc

d. tin

3. Galvanised iron sheets have

a coating of

b. chromium
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contained in this word.

Rules: Words should be at least four letters
long, proper nouns and duplicates don't count
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SUMMER MEALS

Burrata Salad with Tomato and Nectarine

This simple, yet elegant, burrata
salad is perfect for summer
entertaining. It highlights ripe
nectarines (or peaches), and
tomatoes. Think of this as an
elevated caprese salad of sorts.

Ingredients

2 balls burrata cheese, each cut
in half

2 large ripe nectarines or
peaches

2 medium tomatoes

1 roasted or steamed beets

Y2 red onion - thinly sliced

Few basil leaves
Pinch of salt
Cracked pepper, to taste

For the balsamic
dressing

3tbsp olive oil

2'>tbsp red vinegar
1tbsp honey

Pinch of salt and pepper

Method

Place each half of burrata cheese,
open side down, in the center of
4 plates. Cut nectarines into

thick wedges and divide among
four plates in a crescent moon
shape. Cut tomatoes into quar-
ters and arrange between the
nectarines, keeping the crescent
shape. Chop up the roasted beet
and scatter over the crescent.
Add the onion and scatter torn
basil leaves over the crescent.
Season the plates with salt and
pepper.

In a bowl, whisk all the dress-
ing ingredients together and
spoon it over the salad. Serve
immediately.

Summer's the time for bright colours. And

summer's the time to chill. So why not bring some
of that on your dinner table when you'd like to
relish something light yet delightful. Avoid using
your burners as far as possible and churn out
meals that bring in some good cheer at home

Watermelon Gazpacho

This cool and refreshing water-
melon gazpacho is simple to
make and packed full of healthy
summer produce. A delicious
chilled soup, perfect for hot
summer days, also quite filling.

Ingredients
1 red bell pepper - chopped,
divided

Ya cup red onion - chopped
3cups chopped cucumber

1 garlic clove - minced

1 medium tomato - chopped pepper, onion, cucumber,
1 jalapeno - chopped garlicc, tomato, beetroot,
4 cups cubed watermelon jalapeno, and only 2 cups of
- divided the watermelon. Blend. Add

2 cup chopped parsley herbs, salt, vinegar and blend
1tsp chopped coriander leaves to combine well. Add the rest
2 slices of beetroot of the watermelon and pulse a
Salt, to taste few times. Taste and adjust
4tbsp red vinegar salt. Chill until very cold and

3tbsp olive oil serve in a bowl topped with
garnishes (chopped avocado,
Method turnips, onions, cherry, tomato

In a blender, place 3 of the bell and herbs).

Tofu Katsu with
Crunchy Salad

Light, crispy, perfectly seasoned,
deliciously crunchy, katsu is typically
made with chicken dredged in an egg
batter, then coated in breadcrumbs
and fried. But, vegetarians will love
this recipe made with tofu instead of
chicken. Great for mixed households.

Ingredients

For the katsu

800g normal tofu

Salt and pepper, to taste

2 cup flour or cornstarch

2tsp garlic powder/onion powder
2 eggs - whisked

1tsp soy sauce or sriracha

1 cup spicy breadcrumbs
2tbsp sesame seeds, V2tsp salt
3-4tbsp oil for searing

For the salad

1 avocado - peeled, sliced

2 pink radishes - sliced thinly
3 cups salad leaves (arugula,
watercress, sorrel),

For the dressing

3tbsp olive oil, 2tsp sesame oil
Ya cup rice vinegar, 3tbsp honey
1tbsp soy sauce

Method

Slice the tofu and season with salt
and pepper. Set aside. Now take three
bowls. In the first bowl, mix flour and
garlic powder. In the second bowl,
whisk eggs and add a little splash of
soy sauce or sriracha. In the third
bowl, mix breadcrumbs, sesame
seeds and salt. Place all three bowls
near the stove and heat oil in a skillet
over medium heat. Once hot, dredge
the seasoned tofu slices in the flour
mixture, then in the egg mixture, and
coat with breadcrumbs. Place in the
hot skillet and fry on both sides till
golden brown.

Now place all the salad ingredients
in a bowl, whisk the dressing ingredi-
ents in another bowl and drizzle over
the salad. Place the fried tofu pieces
in the centre while serving.
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Shakib and Ahmed star as
Bangladesh stun Australia

BANGLADESH VS AUSTRALIA
FIRST T20I

Dhaka, Bangladesh- Needing
only 132 to win, the first of five
T20ls, Australia had the upper
hand at the halfway mark on
Tuesday. But the dismissal of
Alex Carey first ball, followed by
two more batters by the third
over, meant that they had their
backs to the wall early on. After
that, though Mitchell Marsh did
try to keep Australia in the
contest with a patient run-a-ball
45 from No 3, wickets at regular
intervals left them 23 short in the
end, giving Bangladesh their first
T20I victory against Australia in
five attempts.

It was spin that hurt Australia
the most, a ploy used by
Bangladesh right from the first
ball. Left-arm spinner Nasum
Ahmed shared the new ball with
Mahedi Hasan and finished with
four for 19, his best in T20lIs.

Mahedi and Shakib al Hasan
picked up early wickets too, and
kept things tight all through.

Shakib also made a crucial
contribution in the first half after
Australia won the toss and opted
to bowl, scoring 36 in 33 balls, on
a surface that was never easy to
bat on. In fact, Bangladesh's bat-
ters struggled with timing too, as
the Australia bowlers varied their
pace. And it took a late cameo
from Afif Hossain - 23in 17 - to
take them to 131.

Australia flounder
against spin

Inside the first 2.1 overs, Aus-
tralia had lost three wickets -
both openers and No 4 Moises
Henriques - to the Bangladesh
spinners. Mahedi took the new
ball, and got one to slide in from
around the stumps. Carey, at-
tempting the cut expecting the
ball to turn away, lost his stumps.

Next over, Josh Philippe was
stumped trying to drive Nasum
through the covers. Then,
Henriques' sweep off Shakib had
the ball go between his legs and
hit the stumps.

At 11 for three, Matthew
Wade and Marsh tried to bring
Australia back with patient play
against the spinners.

Wade explored the square re-
gion on both sides to keep the

wWIANSM v AN

Bangladesh's cricketers celebrate their win against Australia in the first T20I of the five-match series in Dhaka on Tuesday

runs ticking, while Marsh pre-
ferred the straight region. But a
lapse from Wade came soon
after as, chasing a wide ball that
pitched outside leg and turned
away further, he attempted a pull
but ended up hitting straight to
short fine-leg.

However, the two Ashtons -
Agar and Turner - were still
around for Marsh to bat with,
which meant that wickets were
still the only way for Bangladesh
to ensure they stayed ahead.
They got their way, though. Agar
was out hit-wicket trying to flick
Nasum, and Turner sliced a
catch to extra cover.

With Marsh running out of
partners, he looked to change
gears, and although a few
boundaries did come, he per-
ished looking to slog sweep.

When Marsh was dismissed,
Australia were 84 for six, and it
looked like they might struggle to
reach three digits. They got
there, just about, courtesy
Mitchell Starc's 14, before being
shot out last ball.

Earlier, pace bowler Josh Ha-
zlewood led an inspired bowling
attack as Australia  kept
Bangladesh down to 131.

England tour of
Bangladesh postponed

Dhaka, Bangladesh -
England's cricket tour of
Bangladesh for September-
October has been postponed
until 2023, the two countries
said on Tuesday as both
struggled with the fallout from
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The nations' cricket boards
said they had 'mutually
decided' to delay the three
one-day internationals and
three T20Is.

The postponement makes
it possible for players from
both teams to take part in the
Indian Premier League (IPL),
which resumes in the UAE on
September 19.

Hazlewood returned impres-
sive figures of three-24 and
fellow quick Starc took two wick-
ets after Australia elected to
bowl first at the start of the five-
match series. Bangladesh's bats-
men failed to convert their starts,
including opener Mohammed

The cash-rich IPL was
suspended in May as India
was hit by a massive
COVID-19 wave and the pan-
demic affected cricket tours
around the world.

England are expected to
play Pakistan in two T20
matches in October, with the
T20 World Cup starting on
October 17 in the UAE and
Oman.

"With all the challenges of
COVID-19 and a packed
cricket calendar, both boards
agreed that the best approach
was to reschedule the tour,"
said an English board official.
AFP

Naim, who got out for 30 after
hitting two fours and two sixes in
his 29-ball knock. Skipper Mah-
mudullah Riyad, who made 20,
and Afif, who scored an un-
beaten 23, also contributed to
give the total some respect.

Agencies

BANGI.ADESH
M Naim b Zampa 30 @)
S Sarkar b Hazlewood 2 ©

Shakib al Hasan b Hazlewood 36 @3
Mahmudullah ¢ Henriques

b Hazlewood 20 o
N Hasan c Marsh b Tye 3 @
A Hossain b Starc 23 an
S Hossain b Starc 4 o
M Hasan  not out 7 ©
Extras (b1,lbl,nb1,w3) 6
TOTAL 131 for seven in 20 overs

Fall of wickets: 1-15, 2-37, 3-73, 4-86,
5-104, 6-114, 7-131

Bowling: J Hazlewood 4-0-24-3,

M Starc 4-0-33-2, A Zampa 4-0-28-1,
A Tye 4-0-22-1, A Agar 4-0-22-0

A Carey b Mahedi Hasan 0 w
J Philippe st N Hasan

b Ahmed 9 ®
M Marsh  clIslam b Ahmed 45 @s)
M Henriques b Shakib al Hasan 1 @
M Wade  cRahman

b Ahmed B @
A Agar hit wicket

b Ahmed 7
A Turner ¢ Mahmudullah

b Rahman 8 o
M Starc b Rahman 14 a»
A Tye c Naim b Islam 0 ®
AZampa cAHossainblslam 0O @
J Hazlewood not out 2 ®
Extras: (b2,w7) 9
TOTAL: 108 in 20 overs

Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-10, 3-11, 4-49, 5-71,
6-84,7-100, 8-102, 9-104, 10-108
Bowling: M Hasan 4-0-22-1,

N Ahmed 4-0-19-4, Shakib al Hasan
4-0-24-1, M Rahman 4-0-16-2, S Islam
3-0-19-2, Mahmudullah 1-0-6-0

England skipper Joe Root (L) and his Indian counterpart Virat Kohli

It’s time for Tests as
India face England
in five-match series

ENGLAND VS INDIA

FIRST TEST

London, UK - It's funny to think
that a series of this magnitude -
with these teams and these
players - has flown under the
radar over the last month.
Relatively speaking.

Trent Bridge was doused in
the Hundred's branding a couple
of days ahead of the first Test,
and even whenit's not on, the IPL
has influenced cricket scheduling
across the world, including
pushing an England tour of
Bangladesh 18 months into the
future. That the ECB's and the
BCCl's premium products will
hold sway in this day and age is
understandable, perhaps, but it is
hard to imagine this five-match
series won't be front and centre
when it kicks off on Wednesday.

For one, it will be played to a
full house. For another, it's rare
that a team can lose a series 1-3
and have a chance at a
comeback in the same year -
over five Tests, no less. England's
defeat in India this year meant
the end of their World Test
Championship (WTC) ambi-
tions. Now, it's a chance to set
the tone early against the
runners-up, who have managed
two wins in their last three tours
of England.

India's leadership has argued
that the 4-1 scoreline on their
2018 tour was not an accurate
reflection of how closely fought
the series was, and upon that will
rest their approach this time
around. In the time since, this is
a squad that has grown in depth
and shown it can find ways to
win overseas; they haven't yet
done it in swing-friendly
conditions, however, and it's a
challenge that Virat Kohli said his

team is craving. They won't be
the only ones. England are
without Ben Stokes, which could
potentially pave the way for Sam
Curran to be a designated
gamechanger, as opposed to the
surprise package he proved to be
in 2018.

Both sides also have team
compositions to figure out, and
top-order batters who are either
new, or returning, or searching
for form. Throw that together
with two of the best fast-bowling
line-ups over a month-and-some
of cricket, and we could have a
series for the ages.

England are almost certain to
play four fast bowlers, and the
batting talents of both Curran
and Ollie Robinson mean they
could be tempted to fit Jack
Leach in there for a five-pronged
attack. More than anything else,
India would be thinking about
who slots in at No 7. Ravindra
Jadeja'srise as a reliable batter in
the format, alongside his runs
during the warm-up games,
would make him frontrunner for
No 7 spot.

Teams:

England (likely): Rory Burns,
Dom Sibley, Zak Crawley, Joe
Root (capt), Ollie Pope, Jos
Buttler (wk), Sam Curran, Ollie
Robinson, Stuart Broad, Jack
Leach, James Anderson.

India (likely): Rohit Sharma,
KL Rahul/Abhimanyu
Easwaran, Cheteshwar Pujara,
Virat Kohli (capt), Ajinkya
Rahane, Rishabh Pant (wk),
Ravindra Jadeja, R Ashwin,
Ishant Sharma, Mohammed
Shami, Jasprit Bumrah.

Match begins at 2pm, Oman
time.

AFP
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Quality car rentals
at competitive prices.

Sohar

Muscat 9014 6672, 9679 0684
9731 6218 | salalah 9429 9325

www.orbit-oman.com
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DEEP
CLEANING
SERVICES
are now easily

found at the
BEST PRICES
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phone: 96691225 - 97722215
inst: @nawara_muscat cleaning
email; info@nawaraco.com

web: www.nawara.com
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o Fleet of 2,000 vehicles

., @ Choose from a wide range
of brands & models

* PDO, OXY and BP spec
vehicles available

o Attractive rates for short-term
& long-term lease

Car Rental & Lease

FREE

CLASSIFIED
LISTING

Muscat Daily now offers
free classified listings
for individuals in the
following categories:
Situations Wanted/
Accommodation Wanted
or Available/Sale of
Household Items/ Car for
Sale or Wanted/
Matrimonial Alliances
(Word limit is 35)

Please email your listing
to dailyclassifieds@apex-
media.co.om or call
99104346

JOB VACANCY

® SAW Welders - 2 Nos.
® Grinders - 6 Nos.

Reputed company looking for skilled manpower
for Steel Fabrication & Painting Works

® Industrial Coating Foreman /Supervisor - 1 No.
® \essel Fabricators - 6 Nos.
® 3G/6G Arc Welders - 6 Nos.

WhatsApp Number: 94910091

MATRIMONIAL ALLIANCES

Proposals are invited for a very pleasing Muslim boy. He is 27 years and
179cm tall. He is qualified in MBA-Marketing from Mumbai University.

He is employed in Ruwi, Oman. We are looking for a Muslim girl, under
25 years of age, speaking Hindi/Urdu. She should be employed in

Oman. Contact: 99762681

SITUATION WANTED

47 year-old MBA graduate from India, with 27 years of experience in
accounts & audit in Oman and India looking for a suitable opening in a
reputed organisation. Ready to join within one month.

Please contact email: career_4727 @rediffmail.com or GSM: 78581435

AL AZOON UNITED PROJECTS
FOR ALL TYPE OF MAINTENANCE

PAINTING WALL PAPER, WALL DESIGN,
ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING TAIL FIXING,
SAILING, A/C REPAIRING, DECOR.
CONTANT: AMIR ALI 96609857
www.alazoonunited.com

Send your request for
Birthday/Anniversary wishes to
wish@apexmedia.co.om
with your resident card copy (It's free of cost)



14 | MUSCAT DAILY | WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 04, 2021

O0KY0 2020

 §°8

Cuba's Roniel Iglesias (R) celebrates after winning welterweight final bout

Iglesias joins Cuban
Olympic boxing hall
of fame with gold

BOXING
Tokyo, Japan -Roniel Iglesias
added his name to Cuba's
Olympic boxing hall of fame after
winning a second gold medal on
Tuesday, as women fighters
voiced their determination to get
more girls into the sport.

The 32-year-old Iglesias
put on a masterclass to
defeat British hope Pat
McCormack on unani-
mous points and claim
the welterweight title in
style in Tokyo. Iglesias has now
won three Olympic medals,
adding Tokyo gold to his London
2012 light-welterweight gold and
bronze at Beijing 2008.

In doing so he joins a star cast
of Cuban boxers to seal a
hat-trick of Olympic boxing
medals. They also include Felix

Savon (three gold), Teofilo
Stevenson (three gold) and
Lazaro Alvarez (three bronze).
Iglesias, who failed to win a
medal at the Rio 2016 Olympics,
said he does not plan to stop
there and is already eyeing the
Paris 2024 Games.
In the women's competi-
tion, Sena Irie became the
first Japanese woman to
win  Olympic boxing
gold with a unanimous
points victory over Nesthy
Petecio of the Philippines.
Women's boxing entered the
Olympics for the first time at
London 2012, when there were
only three weight categories, but
there are five in Tokyo and
women's boxing is more popular
than ever.
AFP

Germany, Netherlands
win to end British reign

CYCLING TRACK

Shizuoka, Japan - Germany
and the Netherlands both
claimed gold in the velodrome
on Tuesday as crushing
victories over Britain finally
signalled the end of British
dominance in the sport.

The Germans broke the
world record for a third time in
two days to beat Britain
by more than six sec-
onds in the women's
team pursuit final.

The British team
were over three seconds
behind in the final of the
men's team sprint, as the
Netherlands  cruised to
victory. The Netherlands' gold
medal is their first in men's
track cycling since 1936.

Two silver medals still
represents a decent return for
Britain but it falls below their
previous high standards.
Britain had won the last three

Olympic golds in the men's
team sprint and the previous
two in the women's team pur-
suit. Victory ended Britain's
hopes of a third consecutive
gold while Laura Kenny's
streak of winning gold in every
Olympic event she had en-
tered was broken.

The Netherlands were al-
most as emphatic in the
men's team sprint as

Van den Berg, Harrie
Lavreysen and Jeffrey
Hoogland set a new

Olympic record of
41.369sec to destroy Britain,
who managed 44.589.

A silver medal did mean
Britain's Jason Kenny made
history, becoming the first
athlete to win eight Olympic
medals in track cycling,
moving ahead of compatriots
Chris Hoy and Bradley Wig-
gins, who both won seven.
AFP

\

US's Simone Biles competes in the artistic gymnastics women's balance beam final of the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games at Ariake Gymnastics Centre in Tokyo on Tuesday (AFP)

American superstar Simona
Biles clinches bronze after
mental health battle

ARTISTIC GYMNASTICS
Tokyo, Japan - Simone Biles'
nightmare Olympics concluded
with  the US gymnastics
superstar returning in the beam
final on Tuesday, declaring 'l did
it for me' after taking bronze
behind Chinese teenager Guan
Chenchen.

It was Biles' first taste of
competition in Tokyo since
dramatically standing down dur-
ing the women's team final last
week, struggling with the
'twisties', a condition meaning
gymnasts lose the ability to
orientate themselves in mid-air.

"l was just happy to be able to

perform regardless of the
outcome. | wasn't expecting to
walk away with the medal, | was
just doing this for me," said Biles,
who revealed her aunt died two
days ago.

" did this for me and me only.
| just went out there and had
fun.”

After also withdrawing from
the first three apparatus finals in
the uneven bars, vault and floor,
she said she had only been
cleared to compete in the beam
on Monday night.

"We almost missed the
deadline!" she disclosed, adding,
"Just to have one more

opportunity to compete at the
Olympic Games meant the
world. Training for five years and
then coming here, and then kind
of being triggered and not being
able to do anything, it wasn't
fun.”

The four-time gold medallist
from the Rio Games received a

huge cheer from her US
teammates when she entered
the arena.

With bib 392 on her
back, she filed in with the
other eight finalists,
blowing a kiss to the
cameras.

Another cheer rang out when
the stadium announcer said,
“And now, representing the
United States...Simone Biles."

‘Nervous’
She looked pensive on her
comeback as she waited for her

turn to climb up onto the 10cm
wide beam for one of the most
intensely scrutinised 90-second
routines of her or anyone else's
life. Her routine earned the
triple world champion on the
apparatus 14.000 points.

"l was a little bit nervous for
the dismount just because we
had to switch it and | probably
haven't done a double pike
dismount since | was 12
years old, so it was kind of

hard to control that,”
said Biles. "But to go out
there and compete one
more time and have every-
body's support meant the
world."

She was lying second behind
Tang Xijing until 16-year-old
Guan, the last of the eight final-
ists to go, put in a superb display
to take gold with 14.633 points,
relegating Biles to bronze, the

same colour she won in Rio.
It was Biles' seventh Olympic

medal, equalling  Shannon
Miller's record for an American
gymnast.

She had arrived as one of the
faces of the pandemic-delayed
Games, seeking five gold medals
to equal the Olympic all-time
gymnastics record of nine.

But despite her hiatus she said
she was proud of the decisions
she had taken. "My mental and
physical health is above all
medals that | could ever win."

Biles' presence inevitably
overshadowed the other two fi-
nals on the closing night of artis-
tic gymnastics with Japan's new
men's star Daiki Hashimoto
adding horizontal bar gold to his
all-around title and team silver,
and China's Zou lJingyuan
winning parallel bars gold.

AFP

Durant leads US past Spain

MEN'S BASKETBALL
Saitama, Japan - The United
States kept their basketball gold
medal dreams on track on
Tuesday by sweeping past world
champions Spain 95-81 and into
the semifinals, while Olympic
debutants Slovenia crushed
Germany 94-70 to set up a
last-four clash with France.

Sharp-shooting Brooklyn Nets
star Kevin Durant poured in 29
points and four assists for the
Americans while Boston's Jayson
Tatum  chipped in 13,
nullifying Ricky Rubio's dazzling
38-point spree for Spain.

The three-time defending
champions will face Patty Mills-

led Australia, who trounced
fourth-ranked Argentina 97-59,
to decide who plays the final on
Saturday. Slovenia progressed on
the back of 27 points from Zoran
Dragic and another 20 off Dallas
Mavericks star Luka Doncic
in their 94-70 rout of
Germany.

They will meet France
who edged Italy 84-75in
a nail-biter, with Utah Jazz
center Rudy Gobert drilling 22
points and fellow NBA mainstay
Evan Fournier getting 21.

Gregg Popovich's US team
came to Tokyo with two shock
defeats in exhibition games and
then crashed in their opener

against eventual Group A
winners France - their first defeat
at an Olympics since 2004.

But they have steadied the
ship and came through a
see-sawing clash after knuckling
down in the final stretch to
g0 13-0 against their ri-

vals in Olympic compe-
tition. Minnesota
Timberwolves  guard
Rubio drilled 13 points to
put Spain into a 21-19 lead after
the first quarter as the US gave
up a seven-point advantage.

They traded the lead in a
back-and-forth second quarter
before Spain went on a ten-point
run to move 39-29 clear.

But inspired by Durant, the US
fought back and two points in-
side the paint from Devin Booker
with seconds to go drew them
level 43-43 at the break.

The tide looked to turn in the
third period with the US building
a 22-6 streak to take charge be-
fore Spain regained ground to go
into the final quarter just six
points adrift at 69-63.

With their reputation at stake
- they have medalled in all 18
Olympics they have competed
at, winning 15 golds, a silver and
two bronze - the US put their
heads down to ensure they
stayed in the tournament.

AFP

USA's Kevin Wayne Durant (L) goes to the basket during the men's quarterfinal basketball against Spain on Tuesday
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Belgium's Alexander Hendrickx (C) celebrates with teammates after scoring against India during their men's hockey semifinal match of the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games on Tuesday (AFP)

Belgium, Australia set
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MEDALS TABLE

(Only selected nations)

Gold  Silver Bronze Total

China 32 21 16 69
USA 24 28 21 73
Japan 19 6 n 36
Australia 14 4 15 33
ROC 13 21 18 52
Great Britain 13 17 13 43
Germany 8 8 14 30
France 6 10 8 24
Netherlands 6 7 7 20
South Korea 6 4 19
New Zealand 6 4 5 15
Italy 5 9 15 29
Hungary 4 4 3 n

Cuba 4 3 n

Czech Republic 4 3 1 8

(ROC* - Russian Olympic Committee)

Double gold for Kiwi kayaker

CANOE SPRINT
Tokyo, Japan - New Zealand's
Lisa Carrington continued an
extraordinary nine-year un-
beaten streak to win the 200m
single-kayak sprint in Tokyo on
Tuesday, then backed it up
to claim gold in the
500m. Carrington's
golden double makes
her New Zealand's
most successful women
Olympian, with four golds and
one silver over three Games
dating back to London 2012.
Three of the gold medals

New Zealand's Lisa Carrington

after winning the gold on Tuesday

up summit showdown

came in the 200m solo sprint, an
event the 32-year-old has
dominated without defeat since

New Zealander who earlier this
year was named the most
influential Maori athlete of the

India to take on Germany for bronze medal on Thursday

MEN'S HOCKEY

Tokyo, Japan - World champions
Belgium set up a title showdown
with Australia in the men's
hockey competition of the Tokyo
2020 Olympics after both
the teams won their respective
semifinals at the Oi Hockey
Stadium on Tuesday.

A hat-trick from Alexander
Hendrickx helped Belgium’s Red
Lions claim a 5-2 triumph over
India while Australia handed
2016 Olympic bronze medallists
Germany a 3-1defeat.

Belgium and Australia, the
two highest ranked teams in the
world, play now for gold on
Thursday, while India and
Germany will battle for bronze
on the same day.

Goals from Tim Brand, Blake
Govers and a late tap-in from
Lachlan Sharp put Australia into
their first Olympic final since
Athens 2004, when Jamie
Dwyer famously scored a
dramatic golden goal to win their
only Olympic gold medal in
men'’s hockey.

Belgium's Hendrickx scored
his third hat-trick of the compe-
tition, taking his remarkable
tournament tally to 14 in seven
matches, just three goals short of
the record 17 scored by the'
Netherlands legend Ties Kruize
at the Munich 1972 Games.

With 10C President Thomas

Bach watching from the stands,
Belgium and India produced a
sensational contest that was far
closer than the final score would
suggest.

Despite the searing tempera-
ture on the field of play in this
morning fixture, the quality
and pace of the match
between the heavy-
weights was there for all
to see, with Belgium
making a fine start thanks
to a perfectly executed penalty
corner drag-flick from Loick
Luypaert just 70 seconds into the
contest.

However, India hit back with

two quickfire goals to take a 2-1
lead into the quarter time break,
with Harmanpreet Singh rattling
the backboard with a penalty
corner before Mandeep
produced a stunning backhand
strike from open play.
Belgium restored parity
when Hendrickx fired
home an unstoppable
penalty corner drag-flick,
ensuring the Red Lions
were level at half time in
this thrilling contest.

While the score-line remained
locked at 2-2 throughout the
third quarter, Belgium were start-
ing to dominate and would surely

have been ahead were it not for
some outstanding
defending from India. However,
they could not stop Hendrickx
from determining the outcome of
the match, with the defender
slamming home a penalty corner
before winning and converting a
penalty stroke to put his side
4-2 ahead with seven minutes
remaining.

Eight-time Olympic gold
medallists India went for broke in
the dying stages, replacing
goalkeeper P Sreejesh with an
outfield player in a bid to
outnumber the Belgian defence.
However, the Red Lions held

Australia's Joshua Simmonds (L) is marked by Germany's Constantin Staib during their semifinal match on Tuesday

firm, with John-John Dohmen
adding gloss on the victory when
he passed into an open goal with
just six seconds remaining.

India captain Manpreet Singh
said, "It is really hard for me right
now because we came with a
winning mindset, but
unfortunately we didn't win the
match. In the second quarter we
fell back, where they created
good opportunities and got a PC.
Now we need to focus on our
next bronze-medal match and
we need to work and we need to
get the medal.”

"We're very proud for making
the finals, but the last step is yet
to be made," Belgium captain
Felix Denayer said.

In the second semifinal, young
forward Tim Brand opened the
scoring for Australia with a
seventh-minute goal when he
pushed in a powerful shot from
team mate Flynn Ogilvie that
crossed the striking circle.

Germany equalised off a
penalty corner by flicker Lukas
Windfeder, but were not able to
keep the Kookaburras at bay,
with Blake Govers giving them
the lead shortly before halftime.

Australia's Lachlan Sharp
sealed the German team's fate
with a late-game goal, marking a
painful end to their Tokyo
title campaign.

Agencies

2012, a run which also includes
seven world titles.
Carrington, an

past 30 vyears, described her
hectic morning as 'awesome'.
indigenous AFP
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TOKYO0 2020

Superb Asensio puts Spain
into final agamst Brazil

MEN'S FOOTBALL

Tokyo, Japan - Spain will play
reigning champions Brazil in the
Olympic men's football final after
Marco Asensio's superb
extra-time winner on Tuesday
secured a 1-0 victory over host
nation Japan in Saitama.

The Real Madrid winger came
off the bench as a substitute and
curled in a terrific strike in the
15th minute, sending Spain
through to a first Olympic final
since they finished runners-up at
the 2000 Games in Sydney.

Japan will take on Mexico in
Friday's bronze medal match.
Mexico lost 1-4 on penalties to
Brazil in Kashima following 120
goalless minutes.

Having needed a last-gasp
equaliser against Ivory Coast in
the previous round before pre-
vailing 5-2 after extra-time, Spain
created the better chances over
the 90 minutes against Japan
without making a breakthrough.

Japan goalkeeper Kosei Tani
produced a key save to deny Rafa

Spain's Marco Asensio celebrates after scoring against Japan during the

men's semifinal match of Tokyo 2020 in Saitama on Tuesday (AFP)

by Maya Yoshida on Mikel
Merino. Takefusa Kubo
had a shot batted away
by Unai Simon before

Zubimendi's strike before
Mir fired against the legs
of Tani.

As a shootout beck-

his effort beyond Tani's despair-
ing dive.

Earlier, Brazil goalkeeper San-
tos saved Eduardo Aguirre's
penalty in a shootout before
Johan Vasquez smacked the
post with Mexico's second
attempt. Dani Alves, Gabriel
Martinelli, Bruno Guimaraes and
Reinier all scored for Brazil, who
will be appearing in a fifth
Olympic final in Yokohama.

"It's very special to be able to
take part in an Olympic Games
and to get to the final. It's a really
happy moment for me," said
veteran Brazil captain Alves, who
at 38 is one of three over-age
players in the squad.

"Since the very start we set
ourselves the aim of seeking
going, and | think we are de-
servedly in the final."

Brazil won the 2016 final
against Germany on penalties
and are attempting to join Britain,
Uruguay, Hungary and Argentina
by defending their Olympic
crown. Spain won the 1992

Jamaica's Elaine Thompson-Herah celebrates after winning the women's 200m gold in Tokyo on Tuesday (AFP)

Thompson-Herah

secures historic
‘double-double’

Mir in the first half, while VAR in-  Japan withstood a late oned Asensio conjuredup ~ Games on home soil in
tervened to overturn a penalty  siege, as Kou ltakura threw a touch of magic, spinning  Barcelona.
awarded to Spain after a tackle himself in the way of Martin  free inside the area and bending  AFP
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Consumer Protection Authiirity

BMW SERVICE CAMPAIGN

BMW E82—E93- Model Year 2006 - 2014

Date ot Gampaign 41812021
Recall Segment :Replace driver's airbag
Recall Type :Performance Action
Product Description :BMW E82—E93
Affected vehicle VIN/Chassis No. of affected
Year Make Model range vehicles
2008 VF44166 - VF45260 g
To BMW E82 VGI4040 - VGIA926 9
2012 V02980 -VM05152 5
VS62759 - VSB4170 5
2006
To WD72254 - WD31861 14
2010 BMW £83 WK20782 -WK21271 5
3% VLO3069 - VL3307 7
VN78968 - VN95376 10
To MW B8 VRO7278 - VRO7317 2
2014 VS00743 - V852770 92
E005564 - E009185 8
2004 EH90144 - EHI0185 2
To BMW E87 JT41194 - JT41635 2
2010 PR40146 - PR41152 6
PT30428 1
PV59217 1
AD50488 - APBI3E6 107
E091240- E196317 5
FE84600- FEB4732 32
KN91613 - KN92447 -
KP95121 - KP96273 a5
5005 KT59451-KT61618 1
PR23524 - PR25524
25‘1’1 BVW E90 PS00337 - PS55980 538
PY69460 - PY69461 s
VA41842 - VA44173 2
VB69205 - VBEI63T 3
VC30079 - VC30157 5
VE24385 - VE39484
E247701 - EB54736 13
J009377 - JP99800 16
2006 P026167 - P306116 67
To BMW E92 PUB0093 - PUS2942 3
2013 PV76498 - PV78135 10
PW78168 - PW78789 2
PY30728- PY32658 g
2?2? E369897 - E767631 10
J398001 1
2012 BMW E93 P166068 - P169349 18
PG81850 - PZ76472 52

Procedure Check : Replace front passenger airbag.

Description of Defect: In this case, in the event of an accidental airbag deployment, a very high
internal pressure in the gas generator can occur and in the worst case it can burst the gas generator
and metal parts can cause possibly fatal injuries.

For More Information: Customers of affected vehicles may please contact. AL Jenaibi Automobiles
LLC for further Details’lbooking appointments from 4/8/2021 onwards.

Contact Details: Toll free no. 80050008 on all
AM-5.30 P.M

working days (Sunday to Thursday) between 8.00

Norwegian
Warholm
shatters world
record to
claim 400m
hurdles gold

ATHLETICS

Tokyo, Japan - Jamaica's Elaine
Thompson-Herah made history
with  the  Olympic  sprint
'double-double’ on Tuesday.

Thompson-Herah's blistering
200m win, following her brilliant
100m victory, made her the first
woman to win both Olympic
sprints twice in a row, evoking
memories of her retired compa-
triot Usain Bolt.

It rounded off a stunning day
on the track, when Norway's
Karsten Warholm obliterated his
own 400m hurdles world record
and Athing Mu, 19, became the
first American woman to win the
800m in 53 years.

Thompson-Herah's 21.53sec
was the second fastest ever seen
after Florence Griffith Joyner's
world record of 21.34, set at the
drug-tarnished 1988  Seoul
Olympics. As well as becoming
the first woman to claim a
100m-200m 'double-double’,
the 29-year-old is the only
women track and field athlete to
win four individual Olympic gold
medals. Namibia's Christine
Mboma took silver in 21.81sec
while the USA's Gabby Thomas
took bronze in 21.87sec.

Earlier, the Olympic Stadium
witnessed one of the great races
when Warholm shattered his
own world record by nearly

Malaika Mihambo is delighted after winning the women's long jump final

0.8sec in an epic 400m hurdles
final. The 25-year-old stormed
over the line in 45.94sec, pushed
hard down the home straight by
USA rival Rai Benjamin, who took
silver in 46.17 - the second
fastest in history. Brazil's Alison
dos Santos clocked 46.72sec to
take bronze.

Warholm roared in apparent
disbelief as he spotted his
winning time, dropping to his
knees and ripping open his
running vest. "l always say that
the perfect race doesn't exist, but
this is the closest I've come to a
perfect race,” Warholm said.

"l dream about it like a
maniac,” Warholm said,
adding, "l didn't touch one
hurdle. | was even able to
find  another  gear
coming home, so 'wow'.
It's just so big."

There was more drama in the
women's long jump, when Ger-
many's  Malaika  Mihambo
snatched gold from former
champion Brittney Reese with
her last leap of the competition.

Mihambo, 27, was lying in the
bronze medal position ahead of
her final jump, but powered
down the runway to register a

season's best of 7.00m and
Reese could not respond.
Nigeria's Ese Brume took bronze.
"It was, | think, the most exciting
women's long jump competition
in history," said Mihambo.

Swedish world record-holder
Armand Duplantis leapt 6.02m
to take pole vault gold, and
Poland's Anita Wlodarczyk won
the women's hammer for the
third straight Games with a
heave of 78.48m.

Poland's Anita Wlodarczyk
became the first women athlete
to win the same Olympic track
and field event three times in a
row with win in the hammer on
Tuesday. The 35-year-old
Pole, who won golds at
the 2012 and 2016

Games, dominated the
field with a best throw of
78.48m. It was 1.45m clear

of silver medallist Wang Zheng

of China (77.03m), with
Malwina Kopron, also of Poland,
taking bronze (75.49m).

Behind Duplantis, American
Christopher Nilsen claimed silver
with a personal best of 5.97m,
while Brazil's defending cham-
pion, Thiago Braz, took bronze.
AFP

Norway's Karsten Warholm (R) competes in the men's 400m hurdles final at the Olympic Stadium on Tuesday (AFP)
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