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THURSDAY

TRA CONDUCTS TRIAL OF EARLY 
WARNING SERVICE IN AL MUSSANAH

WATER SUSTAINABILITY SYSTEM 
WORTH OMR24MN  LAUNCHED

Acting in cooperation with the Civil 
Aviation Authority and telecommunications 
service providers, the Communications 
Regulatory Authority (TRA) conducted the 
fi rst real trial of an early warning broadcast 
service in the Wilayat of Al Mussanah, 
South Al Batinah Governorate. 

Nama Water Services launched a 
water sustainability system in the 
Governorate of Musandam to the 
tune of more than OMR24 million.
The launch ceremony was held 
under the auspices of Sayyid 
Ibrahim Said Al Busaidi, Governor 
of Musandam. >A4

Times News Service

MUSCAT: It was a sense of relief 
and joy for people who arrived 
in Muscat via Saudi Arabia from 
confl ict-stricken Sudan.

Hundreds of people have died 
since fi ghting broke out between 
Sudan’s army and the paramili-
tary Rapid Support Forces (RSF), 
sparked by plans to integrate the 

RSF into the armed forces.
Among the several Omani citi-

zens and Sudanese residents who 
safely landed in Muscat after an 
anxious wait was 46-year-old 
Ehab Eltayeb Hassan.

Hassan, was visiting his fam-
ily in his native city of Shendi in 

northern Sudan, situated on the 
southeastern bank of the Nile 
river, 150 km northeast of capital 
Khartoum.

In an exclusive chat with Times 
of Oman, Hassan recounted the 
ordeal of his escape but was re-
lieved to have made it back to 
Oman without any harm.

Hassan was among the thou-
sands who managed to fl ee Sudan 
with the assistance of Saudi Ara-
bian authorities, who organised 
large-scale evacuation on ships 
and ferries from Port Sudan to 
Jeddah.

Two days after his arrival in 
Muscat, Hassan recollected his 
journey. He said: “I was sched-
uled to return on April 18, but 

fi ghting began three days before 
my return. I live in the city of 
Shendi, which is far from Khar-
toum. We got to know that the 
airspace has been closed to April 
30 initially, which has been ex-
tended to May 13.

“I had begun my journey for 
Muscat from my city on April 15 
but my family called me up and 
asked me to return as they told me 
that the situation is too dangerous 
to travel.”

Hassan hoped that things 
would improve but it didn’t and 
then he received a message from 
his friend informing about the 
evacuation plan arranged by Sau-
di Arabian authorities from Port 
Sudan. >A2

An expat  who escaped recently felt himself 

lucky due to the dangerous situation in Sudan

Unattended vehicles 

to invite hefty fi nes

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Muscat Governorate 
is ramping up its crackdown on 
dirty cars that have been aban-
doned on streets.

Owners of unattended cars 
and other vehicles parked on 
streets for long periods will face 
a fi ne ranging from OMR200 to 
OMR1,000 and then their vehi-
cles will be impounded, an offi  cial 
at the Muscat Municipality said.

A fi ne of OMR5 per day will be 
levied if the owners do not collect 
the vehicle from the impounded 
site. Municipal offi  cials said a 
warning notice sticker shall be 
placed on abandoned vehicles af-
ter close monitoring. If no action 
has been taken within the grace 
period for 14 days, the vehicle will 
then be towed away.

The crackdown on vehicles 
abandoned in car parks, outside 
villas and elsewhere has been 
launched recently.

The municipality said notices 
to owners of unattended vehi-
cles are part of eff orts to improve 

Muscat’s appearance.
The municipality cracked 

down on unattended vehicles as 
part of its eff orts to keep the city 
clean, improve its appearance, 
improve safety and security and 
reduce pollution.

The municipality also revealed 
that it had begun its campaign 
with 66 vehicles being towed 
away and a total of 167 warning 
stickers slapped on the vehicles 
in various wilayats of Muscat 
Governorate for abandoning ve-
hicles in public areas. >A2

C R A C K D O W N

OMAN
ODB approves loans 
worth OMR26.7 million

2
ODB achieved high 
growth rates in credit 
performance during the 

fi rst quarter of 2023. The value 
of approvals issued for loans of 
various categories amounted to 
OMR26.7 million. >A4

SPORTS
Arsenal beat Chelsea, 
claim top spot again 

3 Arsenal found their way 
back to the top of the 
Premier League after 

surpassing their arch-rivals 
Chelsea by 3-1 in the North 
London derby on Wednesday. 
>B6

OMAN
Discussion on student-
parents’ councils

1
Tasks of a symposium 
on the roles of student- 
parents’ councils kicked 

off  at Oman Convention 
and Exhibition Centre on 
Wednesday under the theme 
of Social Partnership in 
Promoting Education. >A2

T O P  T H R E E  I N S I D E  S T O R I E S
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Times News Service

MUSCAT: Muscat Municipality 
is committed to enhancing facili-
ties in public places to ease access 
to care for people with disabilities.

Muscat Municipality works to 
ensure that people with disabili-
ties receive equal access to servic-
es and promote their integration 
and inclusion in a broader way.

Eff orts have been made to make 
Muscat a friendly city for the disa-
bled. From putting attention on 
the usability of spaces or facilities 
to designing parks, constructions 
have been designed to ease the 
lives of people with disabilities. 
For Muscat Municipality, the key-
word is accessibility for persons 
with special needs.

As part of its moral obligation 
towards people with disabilities, 
Muscat Municipality recently 
participated in the fi rst forum 
dedicated for persons with dis-
abilities which was opened on 
Monday under the patronage of 
Sayyid Saud bin Hilal Al Busaidi, 
Governor of Muscat. 

The municipality has a number 
of laws and legislations that take 

into account the needs of persons 
with disabilities before approving 
and granting the license for con-
struction of projects and public 
buildings in Muscat Governorate.

Ramps are one of the key tech-
nical requirements during con-
struction of buildings for easier 
movement and mobility, and 
should include adequate safety 
measures with the provision of 
guidance boards.

Vehicle parking 
Muscat Municipality, in coor-

dination with the concerned 
authorities, allocates parking 
spaces for vehicles of persons 
with disabilities in all public and 
private parking lots. 

It ensures that the parking lots 
are near the entrances and exits 
of the places they visit, and the 
special parking space is marked by 
guide plates. 

Also, while designing the side-
walks and pathways, the munici-
pality takes into account that they 
are free from obstacles, and are 
non-slippery.

Restrooms
Public toilets also have facilities 
for people with special needs with 
the municipality ensuring that 
they are built in a way to provide 
them easy access. 

Among the key requirements for 
each building is to have prominent 
guide boards and signs installed 
that are easier to read and see. A 
special sign for people with dis-
abilities is put up where services 
are available in public and private 
buildings and public facilities. 

The municipality also takes into 

account the ease for people with 
disabilities where stairs and eleva-
tors are located. They should not 
hinder movement of people with 
special needs.

Public facilities
Necessary spaces, corridors and el-
evators, if needed, are part of tech-
nical requirements for mosques, 
ceremonial halls, hotels, hospitals, 
halls and public facilities to allow 
people with disabilities to move 
easily. In order to enhance the ac-
cess of persons with disabilities 
to recreational facilities, Muscat 
Municipality has provided a set of 
recreational games in a number of 
parks and gardens in Muscat.

The design of Muscat Munici-
pality website also takes into ac-
count the ease of navigation and 
accessibility for people with spe-
cial needs, as it complies with the 
international standards and fi ts 
with the most commonly used in-
ternet browsers. Among the fea-
tures that can be used for ease of 
navigation are: providing a text 
reader feature and the possibil-
ity of changing the text colour and 
size for visually impaired.

M U S C A T  M U N I C I P A L I T Y

Eff orts to make Muscat a friendly city for disabled

AS EVACUEES ARRIVE FROM WAR-TORN SUDAN

I HAD BEGUN MY JOURNEY FOR 
MUSCAT FROM MY CITY ON APRIL 
15 BUT MY FAMILY CALLED ME UP 
AND ASKED ME TO RETURN AS THEY 
TOLD ME THAT THE SITUATION IS 
TOO DANGEROUS TO TRAVEL

EHAB ELTAYEB HASSAN, 
SUDANESE RESIDENT

TIMES OF OMAN  EXCLUSIVE

>A3



PRAYER
TIMINGS
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OMAN
Dhuhr ........................................... 12:09pm

Asr.....................................................3:34pm

Maghrib.........................................6:41pm

Isha....................................................7:57pm

Fajr (Tomorrow)..................... 4:10am

Workers’ meet reviews 
labour practices

MUSCAT: The General Federa-
tion of Oman Workers on Wednes-
day held its 4th conference at
Oman Convention and Exhibition
Centre (OCEC).

The conference’s opening 
ceremony was held under the
patronage of Dr. Abdullah Mo-
hammed Al Sa’eedi, Minister of 

Justice and Legal Aff airs.
The conference included 

speeches by the three production 
parties: the General Federation of 
Workers of the Sultanate of Oman, 
the Ministry of Labour, and the 
Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try of Oman, in addition to a speech 
by the Arab and international la-
bor organisations. It also included 
visual presentations related to 
the roles and practices of labour 

unions that refl ect the reality of 
workers in the private sector. And
a review of a set of achievements
made by the trade union system
during the period (2019-2022).

It was also attended by minis-
ters, undersecretaries, representa-
tives of the Arab Labour Organiza-
tion (ALO) and the International
Labour Organization (ILO). It was
also attended by representatives
of some Arab, regional and inter-

national workers syndicates. The 
conference was participated by 291 
members of various syndicates.

The conference also included 
speeches delivered by the Three 
Parties to Production: The Gen-
eral Federation of Oman Work-
ers, the Ministry of Labour and 
Oman Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (OCCI). In addition, a 
speech was delivered by ALO and 
ILO. -ONA

The conference’s 

opening ceremony 

was held under the

patronage of 

Dr Abdullah 

Mohammed al Sa’eedi, 

Minister of Justice 

and Legal Aff airs

Oman workers’
federation election 
results announced
MUSCAT: As many as 291 mem-
bers of workers syndicates yes-
terday elected the chairman and
members of the General Fed-
eration of Oman Workers Board
of Directors for the term 2023-
2027. The process was carried
out through an e-election system.

The results of the election 
came as follows: Nabhan Ahmed 
Al Batashi was elected as Chair-
man of the Board of Directors of 

the General Federation of Oman 
Workers. Meanwhile, the elected 
members of the board comprise 
the following: Ibrahim Hamad Al 
Balushi, Aida Shamis Al Hashe-
mi, Is’haq Juma Al Kharousi, 
Ammar Salim Al Ghufaili, Hamid 
Saleem Al Ma’mari, Mahboob 
Mohammed Al Rahili, Suad Ali Al 
Sulaimi, Mohammed Hamad Al 
Hinai, Taiba Sulaiman Al Hasani 
and Nasser Said Al Araimi. -ONA

E - E L E C T I O N  S Y S T E M

Role, importance of student-parents’ 

councils discussed at symposium
MUSCAT: Tasks of a symposium
on the roles of student parents’
councils kicked off  at Oman Con-
vention and Exhibition Centre
under the theme of Social Partner-
ship in Promoting Education.

As many as 580 participants
took part in the sessions of the six
sessions of the symposium, which
was organised by the Ministry of 
Education.

The opening of the two-day 
symposium was held under the
auspices of Dr. Abdullah Nasser Al
Harrasi, Minister of Information.

The symposium presents 10 
working papers that explore the
experiences of leading models of 
parent councils, in the local front
and the global arena. The sessions
also include dialogue sessions
with the departments concerned.

The parent councils’ sympo-
sium, titled “Community Part-
nership and Pioneering Roles in
Education”, seeks to enable par-
ent councils to consider the best
practices in activating their status
as channels of communication be-
tween schools and society.

The symposium also studies 
means of enhancing integration
between school communities and
diff erent establishments of local

communities.
The symposium looks into ways 

of building positive attitudes in
terms of collaboration and social
partnership within the context
of education. This calls for estab-
lishing direct communication and
partnerships among student par-
ent councils in Oman.

On the sidelines of the sym-
posium, the ministry felicitated
two Omani students for winning 
fi rst place, at Arab world level,
in the “Competition of classical
Arabic speaking, rhetoric, poetry 
recitation and intensive grammar
study”. The competition was held
in the Arab Republic of Egypt from
25 to 30 April 2023. -ONA

M I N I S T R Y  O F  E D U C A T I O N

SQU Council 

holds meeting

MUSCAT: Sultan Qaboos 
University (SQU) Council on-
Wednesday held its 3rd meeting 
for the academic year 2022/2023 
under the auspices of Dr. Rahma 
Ibrahim Al Mahrouqi, Minister 
of Higher Education, Research 
and Innovation, Chairperson of 
the Council.

HH Sayyid Dr. Fahd Al Julan-
da Al Said, Vice Chancellor of 
SQU and Deputy Chairperson of 

the Council, was present at the 
meeting.

The council reviewed the pro-
gress of implementing various 
decisions and recommendations 
undertaken by the council in 
the previous meeting. It also ap-
proved several decisions, namely 
updating the degree of Master of 
Art in Arabic Language and Lit-
erature, among other decisions.

-ONA
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MEETING: The meeting for the academic year 2022/2023 was

held under the auspices of Dr. Rahma Ibrahim Al Mahrouqi, Min-

ister of Higher Education, Research and Innovation, Chairperson

of the Council. -ONA

Relief after escape

“Port Sudan is 650km away 
from my city and I was told that 
ships were lined up to evacuate 
foreigners and residents from 
Gulf nations. I coordinated with 
my friend and decided to take the 
journey and meet him in Port Su-
dan,” said Hassan.

He added: “I purchased my 
own ticket from Shendi to Port 
Sudan to travel by bus on April 
27 and reached safely to meet my 
friend. On arrival, I was happy to 
see that there were Saudi offi  cials 
in good strength to supervise the 
evacuation process.

“We were told about the pri-
ority of evacuees and after a day 
of waiting, I was on board a ship 
Amana that had nearly 2,000 
people on board, which included 
foreign nationals and Sudanese 
residents in diff erent Gulf na-
tions. Among the people on board 
Amana were elderly women and 

babies. There were many diffi  cult 
moments, all of which involved 
fear, tension, and anxiety.

“Following a journey of 24 
hours due to sea conditions, we 
fi nally landed in Jeddah on April 
29. It was a tough journey as the 
ship was packed to capacity but 
on arrival we were given a warm 
welcome by the Saudi offi  cials.”

Hassan said that he along with 
other Sudanese residents of 
Gulf nations were then put up in 
Roshan Hotel for two days after 
the Saudi Arabian offi  cials grant-
ed a free visa for a month.

“Finally, I purchased a fl ight 
ticket from Jeddah to Muscat and 
arrived safely on May 1, much to 
the relief and joy of my family. 
My wife and my six children were 
overjoyed on seeing me as they 
were worried throughout from 
the moment I left Shendi,” said 
Hassan.

F I G H T I N G
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Abandoned vehicles
The new campaign

also aims to educate
the community about
how abandoned cars
are aff ecting their

surroundings and guide them
on how to keep their vehicles in
good condition, the authorities
said. Leaving abandoned vehi-
cles for long periods is a viola-
tion of regulations and laws with

the provisions of Administrative 
Resolution No. (171/2018) is-
sued regarding the organisation 
of abandoned vehicles in public 
places in Muscat Governorate, 
as Article No. (2) of the regula-
tions stipulates that it is forbid-
den for the owner of the vehicle 
to leave it in the public place in 
any way lead to distortion of the 
public view.

O N  S T R E E T S
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Decision issued to form 

Omani Hajj delegation
MUSCAT: The Ministry of En-
dowments and Religious Aff airs 
issued a ministerial decision to
form the Omani Hajj delegation
for 1444 AH, headed by Sultan 
Said Al Hinai, Director General of 
Administrative and Financial Af-
fairs at the Ministry.

The ministerial decision also
stipulates that Abdulaziz Ma-
soud Al Ghafri, Assistant Director
General for Endowments shall be
deputy head of the delegation. -ONA

M I N I S T E R I A L  D E C I S I O N

Oman Air Cargo to 

showcase growing 

reach in Munich

MUSCAT: Oman Air’s Cargo 
division is gearing up for the up-
coming Air Cargo Europe 2023, 
set to take place in Munich, Ger-
many from 9-12 May.

The four-day event, consid-
ered the leading platform for in-
ternational networking in the air 
freight industry, is anticipated 
to bring in over 2,000 exhibitors 
from 125 countries and regions. 
Oman Air Cargo will participate 
with a dedicated booth, where 
it will showcase its innovative 
solutions and upcoming plans, 
including its fi rst freighter that is 
expected during Q4.

“The air cargo industry is ex-

periencing a remarkable surge 
and Oman is well-positioned to 
capitalise on this trend with its 
strategic location and its focus on 
logistics as a cornerstone of eco-
nomic diversifi cation.

“Our eff orts to transform 
Oman into a global logistics hub 
have yielded impressive results, 
and we continue to achieve re-
cord growth, a testament to 
our unwavering commitment 
to keeping pace with emerging 
technologies and meeting the 
ever-increasing demand for air 
cargo services,” said Jaff ar Al La-
wati, Vice President – Commer-
cial Cargo at Oman Air. -ONA

A I R  C A R G O  E U R O P E  2 0 2 3

LEADING PLATFORM: The four-day event, considered the leading 

platform for international networking in the air freight industry,

is anticipated to bring in over 2,000 exhibitors from 125 coun-

tries and regions.

TRA conducts 
trial of early 
warning system 

AL MUSSANAH: Acting in co-
operation with the Civil Aviation 
Authority and telecommunica-
tions service providers, the Com-

munications Regulatory Authori-
ty (TRA) yesterday conducted the 
fi rst real trial of an early warning 
broadcast service in the Wilayat 
of Al Mussanah, South Al Batinah 
Governorate.

The service was launched via 
mobile phones. Sub-committees 
were distributed in various coast-

al areas of the Wilayat to ensure 
that warning messages were re-
ceived. The committee checked 
whether the warning messages 
reached subscribers of Omani 
Telecommunications Company 
(Omantel) and Omani Qatari 
Company (Ooredoo) in the same 
wilayat.

The experiment targets a 
number of coastal wilayats and 
regions. It covers the governo-
rates of South Al Batinah, South 
Al Sharqiyah, Al Wusta, Muscat, 
Dhofar, Musandam and North Al 
Batinah.

As per the trial service, warn-
ing messages about a specifi c 
emergency situation are sent to 
subscribers’ phones in record 
time and in accordance with in-
ternational standards. They are 
sent in the form of specifi c tones 
that appear automatically on a 
subscriber’s phone. -ONA

The experiment

targeted the

governorates of

South Al Batinah, 

South Al Sharqiyah,

Al Wusta, Muscat, 

Dhofar, Musandam

and North Al Batinah
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ODB approves loans worth 
OMR26.7 million in 2023 

MUSCAT: Oman Development 
Bank (ODB) achieved high growth 
rates in credit performance dur-
ing the fi rst quarter of 2023. The 
value of approvals issued for loans 
of various categories amounted to 
OMR26.7 million, constituting an 
increase of 77% compared to the 
fi rst quarter of 2022 when it stood 
at OMR15 million.

The converting industries sec-
tor is considered among the sectors 
most benefi ted from ODB fi nancing 
during the fi rst quarter of 2023, with 
a total amount of OMR8.4 million 

distributed over 485 loans. Those 
include industrial light workshops.

The total approved fi nancing 
for the tourism sector during the 
fi rst quarter of 2023 amounted 
to OMR4.9 million, benefi ting 
78 projects, with a growth rate of 
386% compared to the same peri-
od in 2022 when the total amounts 
approved for tourism projects 
loans amounted to OMR1 million.

Moreover, the approved loans 
for the fi sheries sector increased 
by 10% compared to 2022, bring-
ing the value of fi nancing to the 

sector to OMR4.3 million, distrib-
uted over 586 loans, to be ranked 
third in terms of the value of 
lending during the fi rst quarter of 
2023. Meanwhile, vocational and 
general services came fourth with 
a lending value of OMR3.1 million 
distributed over 299 loans. The 
loans approved for the agricul-
tural and livestock sector surged 
by 100% in terms of value and the 
number of benefi ciaries. As many 
as 311 agricultural and livestock 
loans were approved, with a total 
value of OMR2.7 million.

Approved loans for the health 
sector registered the highest 
growth rate in terms of value, 
amounting to a signifi cant increase 
of 509% compared to the fi rst quar-
ter of 2022 to stand at OMR1.8 
million distributed over 14 loans. 
The total approved amounts in 
2022 reached OMR300,000.

Loans for the educational sector 
achieved a slight growth of 3%, bring-
ing the total value of loans approved 

for the sector to OMR1.4 million, dis-
tributed over 32 educational loans.

The bank fi nanced a min-
ing project with a total value of 
OMR100,000. ODB also seeks to 
increase its contribution to fi nanc-
ing this promising economic sec-
tor, especially in mining projects 
that contribute to the localization 
of industries and projects based 
on innovation in converting raw 
materials into high-value products 
that have a big demand in the local 
and international market.

Hamad Salem Al Harthy, Acting 
CEO of ODB, underscored that the 
bank seeks to be a prominent con-
tributor to the national economy 
and boosting value-added projects. 
He added that the bank targets high 
growth rates during its short-term 
operational plan (2023-2025). It is 
hoped that the size of the lending 
portfolio of ODB at the end of the 
plan will reach OMR300 million, 
with an annual rise of more than 
15 percent. - ONA

The total approved fi nancing for the tourism 

sector during the fi rst quarter of 2023 

amounted to OMR4.9 million

Water sustainability 

project worth OMR24mn 

launched in Musandam

KHASAB: Nama Water Services 
yesterday launched a water sus-
tainability system in the Gover-
norate of Musandam to the tune 
of more than OMR24 million.

The launch ceremony was 
held under the auspices of Sayyid
Ibrahim Said Al Busaidi, Gover-
nor of Musandam.

The new system will provide 
70 seaside villages with fresh
water to be transported onboard 

ships (at a cost of OMR6.6 mil-
lion), the opening of a desali-
nation plant in the Wilayat of 
Khasab and the construction of 
desalination units in Musandam 
Governorate at a cost of more 
than OMR17 million.

The overall production capac-
ity of the desalination units in 
the Governorate of Musandam 
stands at more than 18,000 cubic 
metres per day. - ONA

N E W  S Y S T E M

National Museum launches cultural corner at 

Muscat International Airport to promote Oman 

MUSCAT: The National Muse-
um has launched a special cor-
ner in the departure hall of Mus-
cat International Airport with 
the aim of enriching the cultural 
experience of travellers.

The cultural corner will 
showcase tales of communica-
tion between Oman and its civi-
lized surroundings, with em-
phasis on Muscat International 
Airport as an additional chapter 
in the history of communication 
between Oman and the world. 
The corner is divided into sev-
eral sections for the Omani 
dagger, the culture of perfumes, 
the Omani cultural impact in 
East Africa, the Daba treasure 

and the Samad period in Omani 
heritage.

The corner includes 23 ar-
tefacts that will be displayed 
for a period of 5 years, subject 
to extension and renewal. The 
artefacts date back to diff erent 
historical epochs.

It also includes a group of ar-
chaeological fi nds that refl ect 
the culture of perfumes, which 
bear historical depth in Oman 
through the ages. The corner 
highlights the Daba Treasure 
which consists of thousands of 
artefacts recently discovered at 
a mass burial site in that area 
in the eastern tip of the Musan-
dam Peninsula.  - ONA

S H O W C A S I N G  H I S T O R Y
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Boy kills 9 in Serbia 
school shooting

yy

BELGRADE:  Eight children have
died after a 14-year-old school
boy allegedly opened fi re in his
elementary school in Serbia’s
Belgrade, CNN reported citing of-
fi cials. According to Serbia’s Min-
istry of Internal Aff airs, a security 
guard was also killed.

Six children and one teacher
have been admitted to hospital,
Serbia’s Ministry of Internal Af-
fairs said. The ministry further
said that the 14-year-old school-
boy who allegedly targeted his own
school has been arrested, accord-
ing to a CNN report.

In a statement released on Fa-

cebook, the department said that
it was informed about the school
shooting at 8:40 am. 

According to the department,
the school shooting occurred at
the Vladislav Ribnikar Elemen-
tary School in the Vracar region of 
Serbia’s capital Belgrade.

The Ministry in a statement
said that all available police pa-
trols have been dispatched to the
site. It further said that the minor

who is suspected to have fi red sev-
eral shots from his father’s gun has 
been apprehended, as per the CNN 
report. In a statement, the Minis-
try said, “All available police pa-
trols were dispatched to the scene, 
where they immediately went onto 
the school grounds and appre-
hended a minor, a seventh-grader 
who is suspected to have fi red sev-
eral shots from his father’s gun at 
students and the school security 

guard,” according to CNN.
According to the ministry, the 

injured are undergoing treatment 
and the police are working to fi nd 
the facts and circumstances that 
led to the incident. 

The ministry further said, 
“All police forces are still on the 
ground and are intensively work-
ing to shed light on all the facts 
and circumstances that led to this 
tragedy.” -ANI

The 14-year-old

schoolboy who

allegedly targeted his 

own school has been

arrested

Military junta pardons over 2,000 prisoners

YANGON: The junta in Myan-
mar said those who violate the
“humanitarian” gesture will have
to serve the rest of their sentence
with an additional penalty.

The military junta in Myanmar
released over 2,000 prisoners on
Wednesday who were jailed for
dissenting on the occasion of a fes-
tival marking the birth of the Bud-

dha. According to a statement by 
the military junta, 2,153 prisoners
serving sentences were pardoned
“to mark Kasone Full Moon Day,”
a festival marking the birth of the
Buddha.

The prisoners were convicted
under Section 505(a) of the penal
code, which criminalizes com-
ments that could cause fear or

spread false news and is punish-
able by up to three years in jail.

The military junta said the ges-
ture was meant to “pacify the spirit 
of the population” and was intend-
ed for “humanitarian reasons.”

The statement also mentioned 
that those who violate the law 
again would have to serve the rest 
of their sentence with an addi-

tional penalty.
Authorities in Myanmar often 

announce large-scale amnesties
to mark national or Buddhist holi-
days. In April, the junta had re-
leased more than 3,000 prisoners
to mark the Buddhist New Year.

More than 21,000 people have 
been detained since the military 
coup in 2021. -ANI

M Y A N M A R

DAMASCUS: Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisi landed in Damas-
cus on Wednesday for his fi rst 
state visit since the Syrian civil
war broke out over a decade ago.

Raisi was received at Damas-
cus International Airport by Syr-
ian Economy Minister Samer 
Al-Khalil.

The Iranian president is travel-
ling with senior offi  cials and an 
economic delegation and is set 
to meet Syrian President Bashar
Assad during the two-day trip.

Before departing for Syria, Rai-
si told pan-Arab television sta-
tion Al Maydeeen his trip would 
“consolidate and develop” ties 
with Syria and other allies.

Raisi also called for recon-
struction eff orts and for refugees 
who fl ed the country’s war to re-
turn to Syria.

The Iranian president is set 
to visit the Sayida Zeinab and
Sayida Ruqayya shrines, both 
holy sites.

He will also visit the Tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier, a monu-
ment dedicated to Syrian soldiers 
killed in battle.

Raisi’s visit comes as Iran and 
regional rival Saudi Arabia re-
build ties after years of tensions.

Tehran has been a key ally of 
Assad’s government and defend-

ed his rule when the Syrian war
broke out in 2011.

Assad has relied on Tehran
to stay in power, though he has
never publicly acknowledged the
role of Iranian fi ghters in Syria’s
civil war.

Iranian forces also later fought
the “IS” group in Syria and its
tactical military advisers remain
deployed at military bases across
the country.

Iranian leaders have spoken
publicly about building a coali-
tion. Besides military support,
Tehran has also already supplied
Assad’s government with credit
lines and Iranian businesses have
won lucrative business contracts.

Arab leaders largely cut ties
with Assad for years following 
his brutal crackdown on the Arab
Spring uprising in the country.
The breakdown in relations cul-
minated with Syria being ousted
from the Arab League.

But with Assad having control
of most of the country and no
clear threats remaining, leaders
are slowly moving to normalize
ties with Syria.

Saudi Arabia is hosting the
Arab League summit later this
month. Syria’s membership is
widely expected to be on the
table. -DW

R E C O N S T R U C T I O N 

Indian foreign minister in Goa to 

review preparations for SCO meet
DABOLIM: A day before the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organisa-
tion (SCO) Foreign Ministers’ 
meeting, External Aff airs Min-
ister S Jaishankar arrived at 
Dabolim international airport in 
Goa on Wednesday.

Jaishankar reached here to in-
spect the preparations for India’s 
presidency of the SCO Foreign 
Ministers’ meeting. India took 
over the rotating presidency of the 
SCO at the Samarkand SCO Sum-
mit in 2022.

This year India is hosting sev-
eral important SCO meetings 
including the Foreign Ministers’ 
meeting in Goa from May 4-5. In-
dia had sent formal invitations to 
all SCO members and the foreign 
ministers of China, Pakistan and 
Russia have confi rmed their par-
ticipation in the meeting.

On its Foreign Minister’s visit 
to India, the Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson said on 
Tuesday that at the meeting Qin 
Gang will exchange views with 
other SCO member states’ foreign 
ministers on the international 
and regional situation.

“At the meeting, State Coun-
cillor and Foreign Minister Qin 

Gang will exchange views with
other SCO member states’ foreign
ministers on the international
and regional situation and SCO
cooperation in various fi elds,
among other topics, to make full
preparation for this year’s SCO
summit,” the spokesperson said.

Meanwhile, Russia’s Foreign
Minister, Sergey Lavrov will also

take part in the SCO Foreign Min-
isters’ Meeting on May 4. Regard-
ing the same, the Russian Em-
bassy in India said, “On May 4-5, 
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey 
Lavrov will take part in the meet-
ing of the Council of Foreign Min-
isters of the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation (SCO) member 
states in India.”

A Russian offi  cial release said
that deliberation over “topical is-
sues of the international and re-
gional agenda” will also be raised
by Foreign Minister Lavrov.

Meanwhile, Pakistan’s Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari
is also elated to attend the SCO
foreign ministers’ meeting in Goa.
On this, Pakistan’s Foreign Minis-
try said that Bhutto-Zardari will
lead the Pakistani delegation to
the meeting of SCO foreign min-
isters in Goa.

Pakistan Foreign Offi  ce Spokes-
person Mumtaz Zahra Baloch
during a weekly presser on Thurs-
day stated that Bhutto-Zardari
is attending the SCO Foreign
Ministers’ meeting at the invita-
tion of External Aff airs Minister
S Jaishankar.

Bilawal will be the fi rst foreign
minister to visit India after a gap
of nearly 12 years, reported Busi-
ness Recorder. In 2011, then Paki-
stan foreign minister Hina Rab-
bani Khar visited India.

The members of the SCO in-
clude Russia, India, China, Paki-
stan, and four central Asian coun-
tries - Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. ANI

S H A N G H A I  C O O P E R A T I O N

Flooding, landslides kill over 100 people in Rwanda

Man held after cartridges thrown into Buckingham Palace

RWANDA: More than 100 people 
have died and many are missing 
after torrential rain caused fl ood-
ing and landslides in western and 
northern Rwanda.

“Relief eff orts began immedi-
ately, including helping to bury 
victims of the disaster and provid-
ing supplies to those whose homes 

were destroyed,” the minister in 
charge of emergency manage-
ment, Marie Solange Kayisire, told 
the Rwanda Broadcasting Agency.

But the task was hampered by 
heavy rain that continued to fall 
over large parts of the country on 
Wednesday.

Social media footage showed 

houses destroyed, roads cut off  by 
landslides and fl ooded fi elds.

Rescuers search for those
trapped in their homes

“Our main priority now is to
reach every house that has been
damaged to ensure we can rescue
any person who may be trapped,”
Francois Habitegeko, governor of 

Rwanda’s Western Province, told 
Reuters news agency, adding that 
the death toll there stood at 95.

Another 14 people died in the 
Northern Province.

In May 2020, at least 65 peo-
ple died in Rwanda as heavy rains 
pounded East Africa, causing at 
least 194 deaths in Kenya. -DW

LONDON:  A man was arrested
after he approached the gates of 
Buckingham Palace and threw a 
number of items, suspected to be
shotgun cartridges, into the Pal-
ace grounds on Tuesday evening,
the Metropolitan Police said in a 
statement.

According to Metropolitan

Police, the man was arrested on 
suspicion of possession of an of-
fensive weapon after a knife was 
recovered from him. The police 
said that he was not in possession 
of a fi rearm. The suspected items 
have been recovered and will be 
taken for specialist examination.

Cordons were in place after the 

man was found with a suspicious 
bag. Specialists attended, and 
after assessment, police carried 
out a “controlled explosion” as a 
precaution.

“Offi  cers worked immediately 
to detain the man and he has been 
taken into police custody. There 
have been no reports of any shots 

fi red, or any injuries to offi  cers or 
members of the public,” Chief Su-
perintendent Joseph McDonald, 
said in a statement.

“Offi  cers remain at the scene
and further enquiries are ongoing. 
At this time we are not treating 
the matter as terror-related,” he 
said. -ANI

T O R R E N T I A L  R A I N

M E T R O P O L I T A N  P O L I C E

Iran president on 
2-day trip to Syria
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India maintain 
top spot in ICC 
T20I rankings

DUBAI: India continue to reign 
as the top-ranked T20I team 
in the annual rankings update, 
running further away from Eng-
land in second spot.

The annual rankings see India 
add further two points, thus in-
creasing their lead to 267 as they 
go eight points clear of world 
champions England (259).

India had a below-par T20 World 
Cup in 2021 but bounced back with 
a semi-fi nal appearance in 2022.
The Men in Blue have been ter-
rifi c in T20Is since May 2020, 
having lost just the one bilateral 
series (against Sri Lanka in 2021), 

emerging victorious in 13 other 
series while one ended in a draw 
(against South Africa in 2022).

The new rankings refl ect all 
T20I series completed since May 
2020, with those completed prior 
to May 2022 weighted at 50 per 
cent and every subsequent series 
weighted at 100 per cent.

New Zealand (256) benefi t 
from the latest rankings update as 
they make a two-spot jump from 
No.5 to No.3. They now breathe 
down the neck of England, with 
just three points separating the 
two sides.

Pakistan and South Africa, the 

two teams that the Black Caps 
leapfrogged to No.3 complete the 
top 5.

Hong Kong and USA were the 
biggest victors, with both teams 
jumping three spots each, the 
biggest climb in the annual rank-
ings update. Hong Kong enter top 
20 from No. 21 to No.18 while the 
USA ascend to No.22.

Among the biggest fallers are 
Oman (140 rating) and PNG, each 
down two places to 20th and 21st 
respectively while Singapore fell 
six places to No.36.

A total of 84 teams are now 
ranked in the T20I team rankings 
after having played the minimum 
6 T20I matches in the past three 
years. 

Unfortunately, six countries — 
Turkey, Brazil, Chile, Iran, Mexi-
co and Peru  — drop off  the table 
after failing to fulfi l the criteria of 
a minimum of six games played, 
with the latter fi ve countries not 
playing a single T20I since May 
2020. - icc-cricket.com

Oman slide down 

by two places 

to 20th place

Our bowlers were amazing: Warner

AHMEDABAD: Delhi Capitals
skipper David Warner credited his
bowlers in the team’s win over de-
fending champions Gujarat Titans
on Tuesday.

 Warner said: “Our bowlers were
absolutely amazing. Our batters
struggled early up.

“Credit to the way that Shami
[Gujarat Titans] bowled, always
presents a good seam and took
early wickets. But a great anchor
role with Aman [Khan] and Ripal
[Patel] and it was a fantastic way 
to fi nish our innings. That was a 
nail-biter. We just keep fi nding 
ways to lose wickets in clumps.
Another runout. I just don’t
know what’s happening with our

batting at the moment.”
The Australian added: “We 

tried to have positive intent today.
It didn’t come off . But look, we
won and got the two points. We

wanted to come out and swing 
the ball and take early wickets. 
Khaleel [Ahmed] was on the 
sideline last game. He was fi t last 
game and unlucky to miss out.

“With Ishant [Sharma] forever 
getting younger and coming out 
and delivering, it’s amazing to see 
him. How much did he hold his 
nerves there at the end, credit to 
him. I was nervous there when Te-
watia was going off . He’s renowned 
for that, he always hits the ball nice 
and clean towards the back end. 
Our best death bowler at the end 
has been Anrich [Nortje]. I passed 
the ball to him. Ishant was so clear 
with what he wanted to execute 
and he was able to do that.” - ANI

D E L H I  C A P I T A L S  V S  G U J A R A T  T I T A N S

T 2 0 I  R A N K I N G S  [ T O P - F I V E ]

1. India (267 rating)

2. England (259) 

3. New Zealand (256) 

4. Pakistan (254)

5. South Africa (253)

Wanted to grab
my chance at 
any cost: Aman 

NEW DELHI: Delhi Capitals 
all-rounder Aman Khan, who 
smashed a match-winning half-
century during the IPL match 
against Gujarat Titans on Tues-
day, said that he wanted to grab 
his opportunity at any cost and 
feels that he carried out his role 
really well.

Aman Khan, who scored 51 
runs off  44 balls after walking 
into bat at 23/5, was eager to 
utilise his opportunity. “I want-
ed to grab my opportunity at any 
cost. We reached a fi ghting total 
through my innings, so I am re-
ally happy about that. My main 
aim was to carry out a role that 
my team required. I feel I was 
able to do my role well and most 
importantly we clinched a win.”

D E L H I  C A P I T A L S



TODAY’S MATCH

Sunrisers

Hyderabad

Kolkata 

Knight Riders

POINTS TABLE

VS

6pm, Hyderabad

GT 9 6 3 0 +0.532 12
LSG 10 5 4 1 +0.639 11
CSK 10 5 4 1 +0.329 11
RR 9 5 4 0 +0.800 10
RCB 9 5 4 0 -0.030 10
MI 9 5 4 0 -0.373 10
PBKS 10 5 5 0 -0.472 10
KKR 9 3 6 0 -0.147 6
SRH 8 3 5 0 -0.577 6
DC 9 3 6 0 -0.768 6

TEAM P W L NR NRR PTS 

CSK: Chennai Super Kings, DC: Delhi Capitals,

GT: Gujarat Titans, KKR: Kolkata Knight Riders, 

LSG: Lucknow Super Giants, MI: Mumbai Indians,

PBKS: Punjab Kings, RCB: Royal Challengers Bangalore, 

RR: Rajasthan Royals, SRH: Sunrisers Hyderabad

QUOTE OF 
THE DAY

F

Rohit Sharma

“When we started started

T20 format, 140-150 

was a winning score. 

But look at this one

[today]. I just checked

that the average

score this IPL is 180.”
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We lost because I could not 

get my rhythm, says Hardik
AHMEDABAD: Gujarat Titans 
skipper Hardik Pandya shouldered 
the responsibility for his team’s 
last-over loss against Delhi Capi-
tals in the IPL on Tuesday.

Hardik played the anchor role as 
GT kept losing wickets at regular 
intervals on the other end. Pan-
dya played an unbeaten knock of 
59 (53) but it wasn’t enough in the 
end.

Chasing 131, Titans needed 33 
off  the last 12 balls and then 12 off  
six, thanks to Rahul Tewatia, who 
hit three sixes off  Anrich Nortje 
in the penultimate over. But when 
Hardik got strike in the last over 
against Ishant Sharma, he man-
aged only a double and a single be-
fore Tewatia fell on the fourth ball, 
and Ishant brought it down to sev-
en needed off  the last ball before 
giving Capitals their third win.

“I tried my best but could not 
capitalise. It boils down to me,” 
Hardik said. 

“Obviously, we would have 
taken 129 [131-run target] on any 
given day. [We] just lost a couple of 
wickets and at the end, Rahul got 
us back in the game.”

Hardik struck seven fours in 
his knock but not a single six, and 
no boundaries in his last 13 balls 
when the asking rate kept shooting 
up. Titans had lost three wickets 
inside the powerplay. 

Despite not being explosive, Ti-

tans were steady thanks to a 62-
run partnership between Hardik 
and Abhinav Manohar. However, 
the pair consumed 63 balls in the 
process with Manohar falling for 
26 off  33.

Hardik said that Manohar’s in-
experience showed and once again 
asserted that it was his own in-
ability to close the game that cost 
them. “We were hoping to get a 
couple of big overs in the middle 
but at that point of time we could 
not get rhythm,” he said. “It was 
new for Abhinav as well. It boils 
down to how I was not able to fi n-
ish the game. Full marks to their 
bowlers as well and full ownership 
on my side where I could not fi nish 
the game I should’ve.”

Hardik also said that the pres-
sure on them was due to the early 
loss of wickets and that made it 

diffi  cult for them to keep going 
with intent. “It was more about 
the pressure of [losing] wickets,” 
he said. “I don’t think the [track] 
played much role. It was a tad 
slower than what we are used to 
here. But they bowled really well. 
We lost a couple of early wickets 
and then we had to take some time. 
We could not get the rhythm in the 
middle. Rahul brought us back into 
the game. Otherwise, they were 
quite ahead.

“Intent had to be there. It’s just 
that we lost a couple of wickets 
where if you keep losing wickets, it’s 
diffi  cult to keep the intent as well. 
We lost because I could not get my 
rhythm and we kept losing wickets 
at the start and that put us under 
pressure. We like to take it deep 
and hope to get a couple of big overs 
which we could not get.” - Agencies

G U J A R A T  T I T A N S

MOHALI: Quickfi re half-cen-
turies from Ishan Kishan and
Suryakumar Yadav powered
Mumbai Indians (MI) to a four-
wicket win over Punjab Kings
(PBKS) at Mohali on Wednesday.

Chasing a mammoth target of 
215 runs, MI were rocked early 
as they lost their skipper Rohit
Sharma for a duck. Ishan Kishan
and Cameron Green then built
a partnership as MI crossed the
50-run mark in 5.2 overs. The
54-run stand ended after Green
was dismissed by Nathan Ellis for
23 off  18 balls. Suryakumar Yadav
was next up at the crease and took

the chase forward with Kishan. At 
the end of 10 overs, MI were at 91/2, 
with Kishan (43*) and Suryakumar 
(20*) unbeaten at the crease.

The 100-run mark was up for 
the visitors in 10.4 overs with the 
duo hammering the rival attack. 
Kishan reached his fi fty off  29 balls 
and soon the duo brought up their 
rollicking fi fty-run stand. In the 
13th over Sam Curran was hit for 
two fours and two sixes by Surya-
kumar, who brought up his third 
fi fty this season off  just 23 balls.

Punjab’s miserable bowling dis-
play continued as Arshdeep leaked 
21 runs in the 15th over as MI raced 

to 150-run mark in 14.2 overs.
PBKS made a brief comeback 

into the match as Ellis dismissed 
Suryakumar for 66 off  31, an in-
nings studded with eight fours 
and two sixes. Arshdeep then got 
Kishan out in the next over for 
75 off  41 balls, comprising seven 
fours and four sixes. MI were re-
duced to 178/4 in 16.1 overs.

Tilak Varma announced his ar-
rival by smashing Arshdeep for 
two sixes and a four. He cut down 
the defi cit to 21 runs in 18 balls. 
Tim David (26*) and Varma (19*) 
fi nished off  the match with seven 
balls to spare in 18.5 overs.

Ellis was the pick of the bowl-
ers for PBKS, taking 2/34 in four 
overs. Arshdeep got one wicket, 
but gave away 66 runs in 3.5 overs. 

Earlier, an explosive half-cen-
tury by Liam Livingstone and his 
century stand with Jitesh Sharma 
powered PBKS to a massive 214/3.

PBKS were off  to a shaky start 
as they lost Prabhsimran for 9. 
Following the early hiccup, skip-
per Shikhar Dhawan was joined 
by Matthew Short and the duo 

smashed some fours and sixes as
PBKS brought up their 50-run
mark in six overs. The 49-run stand
ended after Dhawan was stumped
by Ishan off  Piyush Chawla for 30
off  20 balls, with fi ve fours.

Livingstone and Short smashed
Akash Madhwal for 16 runs in the
11th over, including a four and six
by Livingstone.

But in the next over, Chawla 
castled Short for 27 off  26 balls.
In-form Jitesh Sharma and Liv-
ingstone then sent the bowlers on
a leather-hunt as Jofra Archer con-
ceded 21 runs in an over. The 50-
run stand between the duo came
up in 23 balls. Punjab continued to
punish MI bowlers, hitting Arshad
for 14 runs in the 17th over.

Livingstone brought up his
fi fth IPL fi fty in 32 balls, consist-
ing of seven fours and a six. Arch-
er was punished in the penulti-
mate over, giving away 27 runs,
including three successive sixes
by Livingstone and a four on a 
wide ball. PBKS crossed the 200-
run mark in 19 overs as Jitesh
and Livingstone brought up their

century stand in just 42 balls.
Livingstone was unbeaten on 

82 in 42 balls (seven fours and 
four sixes) while Jitesh was un-
beaten on 49 off  27 balls (fi ve fours 
and two sixes). MI gave away 69 
runs in the fi nal fi ve overs.
Brief scores: Punjab Kings 214/3 
(Liam Livingstone 82 n.o., Jitesh 
Sharma 49 n.o.; Piyush Chawla 
2/29) lost to Mumbai Indians 
216/4 in 18.5 overs (Ishan Kishan 
75, Suryakumar Yadav 66; Nathan 
Ellis 2/34). -ANI

Ishan Kishan-Suryakumar Yadav hit fi fties 

as Mumbai Indians chase down mammoth 

target of 215; Liam Livingstone and Jitesh 

Sharma heroics go in vain for Punjab Kings

LSG and CSK share points
after rain plays spoilsport
LUCKNOW: A fi ghting half-
century by 23-year-old batter 
Ayush Badoni guided a strug-
gling Lucknow Super Giants 
to 125/7 in 19.2 overs against 
Chennai Super Kings (CSK) in 
their IPL 2023 match before the 
match was called off  due to rain 

in Lucknow on Wednesday. Both
teams were awarded a point
each. CSK spinners ran through
the home team’s line-up to leave
LSG at 44 for 5 in the 10th over.
But Badoni and Nicholas Pooran
(14) steadied the innings as they 
added 59 for the sixth wicket

before rain arrived. Moeen Ali 
(2/13) was the pick of the bowl-
ers for CSK. Maheesh Theeksha-
na (2/37) and Matheesha Pathi-
rana (2/22) also got two wickets 
while Ravindra Jadeja took the 
important wicket of Marcus 
Stoinis.

L U C K N O W  S U P E R  G I A N T S  V S  C H E N N A I  S U P E R  K I N G S

MOHALI 
MADNESS
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OMAN CRUDE PRICE FALLS
The price of Oman oil has decreased, 
with prices for delivery by July 2023
reaching $73.57, said Dubai Mercantile 
Exchange (DME). The DME statement
said that the price of Oman oil fell by 
$4.98 from the price of Tuesday, which
was $78.55. - ONA

MSX INDEX ENDS HIGHER
The MSX index closed at 4,728.33 points, 
up by 0.05 per cent from the previous close.
The Sharia Index ended down by 0.42 per 
cent at 484.77 points. Oman Fisheries,
up 2.86 per cent, was the top gainer while 
Barka Water & Power Company, down 9.66 
per cent, was the top loser.

Middle Eastern carriers see 5.5% 
drop in March cargo volumes

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Middle Eastern carri-
ers experienced a 5.5 percent year-
on-year decrease in cargo volumes 
in March 2023, according to a new 
report.

“This, however, was also an im-
provement to the previous month’s 
decline (-7.1 percent) and the de-
mand on Middle East-Europe 
routes has been trending upward 
in recent months with capacity in-
creasing by 9.7 percent compared 
to March 2022,” the International 
Air Transport Association (IATA) 
said in the report released on 
Wednesday

It further added that according 
to released data for March 2023 
global air cargo markets showed a 
continued decline against the pre-
vious year’s demand performance 
globally and this trend began in 
March 2022.

Elaborating on the report IATA 

said that global demand, measured
in cargo tonne-kilometres (CTKs),
fell by 7.7 percent compared to
March 2022 (-8.1 percent for in-
ternational operations). “This
was a slight improvement over the
previous February’s performance
(-9.4 percent) and half the rate of 
annual decline seen in January 
and December (-16.8 percent and
-15.6 percent respectively), the re-
port further added.

At this point, it is unclear if this
is a potentially modest start of an
improvement trend or the upside
of market volatility. Irrespec-
tive of this, March’s performance
slipped back into negative territo-
ry compared to pre-COVID levels
(-8.1 percent).

The report further said that ca-
pacity (measured in available car-
go tonne-kilometres, ACTK) was
up 9.9 percent compared to March
2022. The strong uptick in ACTKs
refl ects the addition of belly ca-

pacity as the passenger side of the 
business continues to recover.

The IATA report cited several 
factors in the operating environ-
ment and noted that even with 
record-low unemployment rates, 
the global economy continues to 
decelerate due to a combination 
of factors such as tightening global 
fi nancial conditions, high levels of 
global debt, and supply chain prob-
lems including those linked to the 
war in Ukraine.

In line with the weakening glob-
al trade, the Purchasing Manager 
Indices (PMIs) for new export or-
ders at the global level remained 
below the 50-critical line for a full 

year as of March. China’s PMI re-
treated to below the 50-mark in 
March, following a slight improve-
ment observed in February.

The PMI for supplier delivery 
times indicates high inventory lev-
els, which tends to have a negative 
impact on air cargo.

“Air cargo had a volatile fi rst 
quarter. In March, overall demand 
slipped back below pre-COVID-19 
levels and most of the indicators 
for the fundamental drivers of air 
cargo demand are weak or weak-
ening. While the trading environ-
ment is tough, there is some good 
news,” said Willie Walsh, IATA’s 
Director General.

“Airlines are getting help in 
managing through the volatil-
ity with yields that have remained 
high and fuel prices that have 
moderated from exceptionally 
high levels. Looking ahead, with 
infl ation reducing in G7 countries, 
policymakers are expected to ease 
economic cooling measures and 
that would stimulate demand,” he 
further added.

March regional
performance
Asia-Pacifi c airlines saw their 
air cargo volumes decrease by 7.3 
percent in March 2023 compared 
to the same month in 2022. This 

was a slight decrease in perfor-
mance compared to February (-5.4 
percent).  “The drop in demand 
suggests that air cargo traffi  c in 
the region has not yet stabilised 
following China’s reopening in 
January. Available capacity in the 
region increased by 23.6 percent 
compared to March 2022 as more 
belly capacity came online from 
the passenger side of the business” 
the IATA report said.

North American carriers posted 
the weakest performance of all re-
gions with a 9.4 percent decrease 
in cargo volumes in March 2023 
compared to the same month in 
2022. This was a decrease in per-
formance compared to February 
(-10.3 percent).  The transatlan-
tic route between North America 
and Europe saw traffi  c declining 
at an accelerated pace throughout 
March. Capacity increased 0.4 
percent compared to March 2022, 
the report said.

European carriers saw the 
most substantial improvement 
in demand in March over the
previous month.

Airlines in the region saw their 
air cargo volumes decrease by 7.8 
percent in March 2023 compared 
to the same month in 2022. This 
was an improvement in perfor-
mance versus February (-15.9 
percent). Airlines in the region 
continue to be most aff ected by 
the war in Ukraine. Capacity in-
creased 8.8 percent in March 2023 
compared to March 2022.

The demand on Middle East-Europe routes 

has been trending upward in recent months

with capacity increasing by 9.7 percent 

compared to March 2022, IATA said in its 

latest report

Oman hosts panel discussion on GCC economic 

and development integration prospects

MUSCAT: The 3rd panel discus-
sion to explore prospects for GCC
economic and development integra-
tion kicked off  yesterday. The event
is hosted by the Sultanate of Oman,
represented by the Ministry of 
Economy. The two-day event is enti-
tled ‘The Future of Green Economy 
and Renewable Energy in the GCC’.

The panel discussion deals with
several working papers that cover
a range of topics, such as carbon
neutrality, the green economy, best
practices to promote green invest-
ment and the future of renewable
energy in the GCC.

The second day of the discussion
panel comprises presentations
and working papers on Oman’s
strategy for energy transition, the
role of green hydrogen, prospects
for investing and rationalising 
natural resources to achieve eco-
nomic sustainability and applica-
tions of behavioural sciences in
stimulating the rationalisation of 
energy consumption.

The panel discussion was at-
tended by representatives of GCC
countries, as well as representa-
tives of relevant public and private
establishments in Oman. -ONA

F U T U R E  O F  G R E E N  E C O N O M Y

CMA event focuses on 

anti-money laundering

compliance for 

insurance companies

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Capital Market 
Authority will conclude today 
the compliance and anti-money 
laundering (AML) programme 
in insurance companies, which 
comes within the series of annual 
training programmes of the na-
tional initiative Tamkeen. 

The CMA seeks to empower 
the national cadres in the insur-
ance sector to achieve a sus-
tainability strategy based on 
strengthening the sector’s role 
in providing an investment envi-
ronment appropriate to enhance 
the economic and fi nancial sta-
bility in the Sultanate of Oman 
through qualifi ed and trained 
national human cadres in various 
technical aspects of the insur-
ance sector capable of replacing 

and occupying various technical 
and senior administrative posi-
tions in the various categories of 
the sector’s companies.

The programme was held to 
acquaint the participants with all 
the laws and legislations related 
to achieving compliance in insur-
ance companies, as well as intro-
duce to them the global systems 
and approaches used in combat-
ing money laundering. It is con-
sidered one of the most important 
training programs in the Tam-
keen plan for the year 2023, due 
to the importance the CMA at-
taches to corporate governance of 
the regulated entities to achieve 
full compliance with all regula-
tions, laws and legislations regu-
lating the sector, and the optimal 
combating of money laundering 
and terrorist fi nancing crimes.

C A P I T A L  M A R K E T  A U T H O R I T Y

A.P. Moller - Maersk strengthens its footprint in Oman

Times News Service

MUSCAT: A. P. Moller – Maersk 
(Maersk), a global integrator of 
logistics, inaugurated a new cor-
porate offi  ce at Sohar Freezone in
Oman. Present at the inauguration 
were Christopher Cook, Manag-
ing Director, Maersk UAE, Oman,
and Qatar; Omar Al Mahrizi, Chief 
Executive Offi  cer, Sohar Freezone, 
and senior leaders from Maersk 
and Sohar Freezone. 

Christopher Cook said, “Oman
is a signifi cant market for us where
we are committed to serving our 
important customers by bring-
ing world-class integrated logis-
tics solutions closer to them. Our 
ambition is to simplify the supply 
chains, make them effi  cient and 
transparent, and thus contribute 
towards the Oman Vision 2040 

that aims at making Oman a com-
petitive economy.” 

He added, “Sohar Freezone was 
a natural choice for us to set up our 
new offi  ce because of its strategic 
location at the port and the world-
class infrastructure of road net-
work and air connectivity on off er.”

The new offi  ce in Oman, the third 

one in the country after Muscat and 
Salalah, will allow Maersk to get 
closer to its customers and create 
meaningful interfaces with them. 
Besides ocean transportation, 
Maersk will off er a host of services 
and solutions to its customers in 
Oman such as landside transporta-
tion, including cross-border move-

ment of cargo, customs clearances, 
warehousing & distribution, cold 
chain logistics and air freight.

Omar Mahmood Al Mahrizi, 
Chief Executive Offi  cer of Sohar 
Freezone, said, “As a fully-inte-
grated logistics and industrial hub 
enabling global business partner-
ships, we are pleased to welcome 
Maersk, a global integrated logis-
tics company, as our latest tenant 
at Sohar Freezone. This partner-
ship will enable us to streamline 
our operations further as we con-
tinue to focus on logistics and 
supply chain optimisation and 
strengthen our position as a smart 
logistics hub. Together with our 
partners, Sohar continues to sup-
port Oman’s ambitions to further 
expand the transport and logistics 
sector, as per the objectives laid 
out in the Oman Vision 2040.”

N E W  O F F I C E  A T  S O H A R  F R E E Z O N E

Opaz outlines its initiative to improve services provided to investors 

Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Public Authority 
for Special Economic Zones and 
Free Zones (Opaz) held a work-
shop to discuss the initiative to 
improve the services provided to 
investors in the industrial zones 
and unify the incentives and ad-
vantages off ered.

The workshop was attended by 
representatives from Opaz, the 
Public Establishment for Indus-
trial Estates (Madayn) and the 

Irish International Development 
Company (IDI).

This initiative aims to enhance 
the business environment in the 
industrial zones and adopt Opaz’s 
experience in developing the same 
services in the Special Economic 
Zone at Duqm (Sezad) and free 
zones. It also intends to improve 
the services provided to investors 
to attract more investments and 
promote economic growth. 

Other objectives of this initia-
tive include simplifying licensing 

procedures and expediting service 
delivery and effi  ciency at the same 
time, as well as examining oppor-
tunities to standardise incentives 
and benefi ts off ered to investors in 
these zones. 

In addition, the plan of execu-
tion timeline was decided to be 
during the second half of 2023. 

Moreover, the participants ex-
changed diff erent opinions and 
suggestions, highlighting the im-
portance of improving the invest-
ment environment and developing 

logistical services and infrastruc-
ture in the industrial zones. 

Further, Opaz initiatives that 
are being conducted with an inter-
national house of expertise to de-
velop the investment environment 
in Opaz-affi  liated zones were also 
highlighted.

 Such initiatives include the 
implementation of a one-stop 
shop system and the provision 
of an advanced care system for 
investors backed by a fl exible leg-
islative environment.

W O R K S H O P
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MSX index 
ends higher

MUSCAT: The MSX index closed
at 4,728.33 points, up by 0.05 per
cent from the previous close. The
Sharia Index ended down by 0.42
per cent at 484.77 points. Oman
Fisheries, up 2.86 per cent, was
the top gainer while Barka Water
& Power Company, down 9.66 per
cent, was the top loser. Shares of 
National Bank Oman were the
most active in terms of the num-
ber of shares traded as well as in
terms of turnover.

A total number of 853 trades
were executed during the day’s
trading session, generating a 
turnover of OMR4.26 million,
with more than 18.2 million
shares changing hands. Out of 47
traded securities, 10 advanced,
21 declined, and 16 remained
unchanged. At the session close,
GCC & Arab investors were net
buyers for OMR576,000 while
domestic investors were net
sellers for OMR323,000, fol-
lowed by foreign investors for

OMR253,000 worth of shares.
Financial Index closed at

7,617.27 points, up 0.11 per cent.
Prices of Takaful Oman, Bank
Dhofar, Sohar International
Bank, Ahli Bank and Bank Mus-
cat were up by 2.13 per cent, 1.94
per cent, 1.92 per cent, 1.18 per
cent and 0.74 per cent respective-
ly. Prices of Oman & Emirates
Investment, Global Financial In-
vestments, Al Omaniya Financial
Services, Al Anwar Investment
and Muscat Finance were up by 
3.85 per cent, 3.03 per cent, 2.99
per cent, 2.38 per cent and 1.67
per cent respectively.

Industrial Index closed at
6,267.61 points, down 0.49 per cent.
Prices of Oman Fisheries were up
by 2.86 per cent respectively. Pric-
es of Raysut Cement, Galfar En-
gineering, Jazeera Steel Products
and Gulf International Chemicals
were up by 2.44 per cent, 2.01 per
cent, 1.79 per cent and 1.10 per cent
respectively. — United Securities

Oman Fisheries, up 2.86 per cent, was the top 

gainer while Barka Water & Power Company,

down 9.66 per cent, was the top loser

MUSCAT
STOCK
EXCHANGE

SHARE PRICE BULLETIN FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 3

REGULAR MARKET .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
OM0000003398 ...........  SOHAR INT. BANK ....................................................  1,381,898 ...... 146,542..................... 28............0.105 ........... 0.107 ...........0.105 ........... 0.106 .............0.104 ........... 0.002............. 1.923 ................0.106 ..............0.106...................0.108 ................ 0.100 ...486,546,603
OM0000002200 ...........  AHLI BANK ....................................................................54,041 ...............9,287........................2 ............0.170 ........... 0.172 ...........0.170............0.172 ............. 0.170............ 0.002..............1.176.................0.172...............0.171...................0.170 ................ 0.100 ... 335,341,084
OM0000003224 ...........  RENAISSANCE SER. ................................................  593,689 ......... 231,678..................... 42 ........... 0.390........... 0.396 ...........0.382........... 0.394 .............0.390 ........... 0.004 ............. 1.026 ................0.394..............0.384...................0.394 ............... 0.100 ......93,145,540
OM0000002796 ...........  BANK MUSCAT ..........................................................  1,665,469 ......448,743..................... 75 ........... 0.269 ........... 0.273 ...........0.267............0.271 .............0.269 ........... 0.002 ............. 0.743 ................0.271 .............. 0.271...................0.272................ 0.1002,034,233,604
OM0000001483............  NATIONAL BANK OMAN ......................................  4,073,230 .. 1,169,427..................... 45 ........... 0.287........... 0.288 ...........0.287........... 0.287 .............0.285 ........... 0.002 ............. 0.702 ................0.287..............0.287...................0.287................ 0.100 ...466,646,604
OM0000001087 ............  OMAN UNITED INSUR...............................................R 5,000 ............... 1,350........................ 1 ........... 0.270 ........... 0.270 ...........0.270........... 0.270 .............0.270 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.270..............0.268...................0.270 ............... 0.100 ..... 27,000,000
OM0000001152 ............  OMAN NAT. ENG.............................................................9,613 ...............1,048........................2 ............0.109........... 0.109 ...........0.109........... 0.109 ............. 0.109 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.109 ..............0.109................... 0.115 ................ 0.100 ......16,350,000
OM0000001749............  OMAN CEMENT ............................................................... 500 ................... 171........................ 1 ........... 0.342 ...........0.342 ...........0.342........... 0.342 .............0.342 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.342..............0.342...................0.342 ............... 0.100 .... 113,158,467
OM0000003000 ...........  Al MAHA PETROLEUM ..................................................350 ..................403........................ 1 ............1.150 ........... 1.150............ 1.150............1.150 ............. 1.150 ............ 0.000 .............0.000 ................ 1.150 .............. 1.035................... 1.150................ 0.100 ..... 79,350,000
OM0000003026 ...........  OMAN TELECOM......................................................  339,325 .........338,356..................... 23 ........... 0.992 ........... 1.000 ...........0.984........... 0.984 .............0.992 ...........-0.008 ........... -0.806 ...............0.984..............0.980...................0.992 ............... 0.100 ...738,000,000
OM0000001533............  OMINVEST ................................................................... 169,106............ 68,352......................13 ........... 0.406 ...........0.406 ...........0.402........... 0.402.............0.406 ...........-0.004........... -0.985 ...............0.402..............0.402...................0.406 ............... 0.100 ... 268,682,901
OM0000002440...........  AL SHARQIA INV. ......................................................  151,680............. 11,398........................9 ........... 0.076 ........... 0.076 ...........0.075 ........... 0.075 .............0.076 ...........-0.001 ............-1.316................0.075..............0.075...................0.075 ................ 0.100 ........ 6,750,000
OM0000002176 ............  JAZEERA STEEL PROD ............................................43,700 ............ 12,207........................9 ........... 0.280 ...........0.280 ...........0.275........... 0.275 .............0.280 ...........-0.005 ............-1.786................0.279 ..............0.279...................0.279................ 0.100 ..... 34,346,939
OM0000003968 ...........  OOREDOO.....................................................................  1,310,489 ......499,402..................... 93 ........... 0.388 ........... 0.388 ...........0.378........... 0.380 .............0.388 ...........-0.008 ........... -2.062 ...............0.380..............0.380...................0.380 ............... 0.100 ... 247,358,807
OM0000002226 ...........  ALJAZEERA SERVICES ........................................... 14,483 ............... 3,653........................4 ........... 0.253 ........... 0.253 ...........0.252........... 0.252.............0.259 ...........-0.007 ........... -2.703 ...............0.252..............0.252...................0.259................ 0.100 ...... 15,423,477
OM0000002077 ...........  AL OMANIYA FIN.S .................................................... 25,130 ...............3,267........................4 ............0.130 ........... 0.130 ...........0.130 ........... 0.130 ............. 0.134............-0.004........... -2.985 ...............0.130 .............. 0.127...................0.130................ 0.100 ...... 39,997,673
OM0000003125............  GLOBAL INV. H...........................................................  659,907 ........... 42,649..................... 24 ........... 0.065........... 0.065 ...........0.064........... 0.064 .............0.066 ...........-0.002 ........... -3.030 ...............0.064..............0.063...................0.066................ 0.100 ..... 12,800,000
OM0000001525............  OMAN INVST& FIN. .................................................. 84,600 ............... 9,814........................5 ............0.116 ........... 0.116 ............ 0.115............0.115 ............. 0.119............-0.004............-3.361................ 0.115 ...............0.115................... 0.116................ 0.100 .......28,617,750
Total ..................................18 .........................................................................................  10,582,210 . 2,997,745................... 381 .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

ISIN...................................................SECURITY NAME ...................................................................................................VOLUME ............... TURNOVER .................... TRADES............ OPEN PRICE .............. HIGH.....................LOW ................ CLOSE PR. ............PREV. CLOSE............ DIFF (RO).................. DIFF % ...................... LAST PR ................ LAST BID..................... LAST OFFER.............PAR VALUE MARKET CAP

O M A N  S T O C K S

INDECIES
Index .................................................High .................Low ..................... Value ............... Prev . Value.......... Diff  ...............ff Diff  %
MSX 30 INDEX.................................... 4,744.39 ............... 4,719.15 ................... 4,728.33 ................... 4,725.78 ....................2.56................... 0.05
FINANCIAL INDEX ...........................7,639.34 ............... 7,597.93 .................... 7,617.27 ................... 7,609.09.................... 8.18................... 0.11
Industry Index .......................................6,305.72 ............... 6,267.61 ....................6,267.61 ...................6,298.24................-30.63.................. -0.49
Services Index ........................................1,771.15 ............... 1,744.67 ....................1,750.27 ....................1,767.06 ................ -16.79 .................. -0.95
MSX Shariah Index .................................486.84 .................. 483.91 .......................484.77 ......................486.84.................. -2.07 .................. -0.42
MSX TR INDEX....................................6,237.46 ..............6,204.27 ................... 6,216.35 ...................6,212.99....................3.36................... 0.05
FINANCIAL TR IDX...........................8,321.83 ............... 8,276.71 ....................8,297.79 ...................8,288.87....................8.92 ................... 0.11
SERVICES TR IDX ..............................1,945.42 ...............1,916.34 ................... 1,922.49 ...................1,940.93 ................-18.44 .................. -0.95
INDUSTRIAL TR IDX ........................6,736.08 ...............6,695.36 ................... 6,695.36 ................... 6,728.09................-32.72.................. -0.49

Trading Summary
Volume ................ Turnover ..........Trades .............. Market Cap............. Up ............Down ............. Equal.........Sec. Traded
18,202,943 ................. 4,263,678 .....................853 ............... 23,819,164,488 ................ 10 ......................21.................... 16 .........................47

OM0000001566............  OMAN FISHERIES ......................................................82,410 ............... 6,015......................11 ............0.075........... 0.075 ...........0.072........... 0.072 .............0.070 ........... 0.002............. 2.857 ................0.072 ..............0.072...................0.072................ 0.100 ...... 13,109,645
OM0000004776 ...........  TAKAFUL OMAN .........................................................59,662 ...............2,824........................4........... 0.047...........0.048 ...........0.047........... 0.048 .............0.047 ............0.001 ............. 2.128 ................0.048..............0.047...................0.049 ............... 0.100 ..... 12,000,000
OM0000002549 ...........  BANK DHOFAR...........................................................R  612,648 ........... 95,560........................7 ............0.155 ........... 0.158 ...........0.155 ............0.158 ............. 0.155 ............ 0.003............. 1.935 ................0.158 .............. 0.156...................0.158 ................ 0.100 ... 473,423,527
OM0000008934 ...........  ABRAJ ENERGY SERVICES .................................  1,845,097 ...... 543,521...................243........... 0.292........... 0.297 ...........0.292........... 0.295.............0.293 ........... 0.002............. 0.683 ................0.295 ..............0.295...................0.297................ 0.100 ...227,209,000
OM0000001020 ...........  OMAN CHROMITE.................................................... 23,000 ............ 75,900........................6 ........... 3.300 ...........3.300 ...........3.300........... 3.300 .............3.300 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................3.300..............3.300...................3.300 ............... 1.000 ........9,900,000
OM0000001517 ............  HSBC BANK OMAN ..................................................  1,452,843 ......232,455......................14 ............0.160 ........... 0.160 ...........0.160 ........... 0.160 ............. 0.160 ........... 0.000.............0.000 ................0.160..............0.160...................0.160................ 0.100 ...320,050,046
OM0000002267 ...........  GULF MUSHROOM P ..................................................... 430 .....................99........................ 1 ........... 0.230 ...........0.230 ...........0.230........... 0.230 .............0.230 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.230..............0.226...................0.230 ............... 0.100 ...... 10,526,134
OM0000002366 ...........  AL BATINAH DEV..........................................................6,000 .................. 540........................ 1 ........... 0.090 ...........0.090 ...........0.090........... 0.090 .............0.090 ........... 0.000.............0.000 ................0.090..............0.088...................0.000 ............... 0.100 ........2,700,000
OM0000002374............  UNITED FINANCE ...................................................  280,821 ............16,849......................11 ........... 0.060 ...........0.060 ...........0.060........... 0.060.............0.060 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.060..............0.059...................0.060 ............... 0.100 ...... 21,367,638
OM0000003661 ............  VOLTAMP ENERGY...................................................... 8,223 .................. 946......................11............0.115 ........... 0.117............ 0.115 ............0.115 ............. 0.115 ............ 0.000 .............0.000 ................ 0.117 ...............0.117................... 0.117................ 0.100 .........9,361,316
OM0000004735 ...........  SEMBCORP SALALAH............................................  505,900 ........... 50,590..................... 22........... 0.100........... 0.100 ...........0.100 ........... 0.100 .............0.100 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.100 ..............0.100...................0.100................ 0.100 .......95,457,195
OM0000004925 ...........  ALBATINAH POWER...................................................R 9,000 .................. 279........................ 1 ............0.031 ........... 0.031 ...........0.031............0.031 ............. 0.031............ 0.000.............0.000 ................0.031 ..............0.029...................0.033................ 0.100 ......20,921,510
OM0000007084 ...........  MCT DESALINATE.......................................................3,000 .................. 288........................ 1 ........... 0.096........... 0.096 ...........0.096........... 0.096 .............0.096 ........... 0.000 .............0.000 ................0.096 ..............0.096...................0.000 ............... 0.100 ......14,932,838
OM0000002333 ...........  SALALAH PORT SR ....................................................R 16,000 ...............6,996........................2........... 0.440 ...........0.440 ...........0.436 ........... 0.436.............0.440 ...........-0.004 ........... -0.909 ...............0.436 ..............0.436...................0.440 ............... 0.100 ......78,409,106
OM0000001160 ............  NATIONAL GAS ...........................................................70,295 ............... 7,487........................8 ............0.107 ........... 0.107 ...........0.106........... 0.106 ............. 0.107............-0.001 ........... -0.935 ...............0.106 ..............0.106...................0.107 ................ 0.100 ........ 9,010,000
OM0000004420...........  BANK NIZWA ..............................................................A  545,405 ............51,824......................21........... 0.095 ........... 0.096 ...........0.095 ........... 0.095 .............0.096 ...........-0.001 ........... -1.042 ...............0.095 ..............0.092...................0.096................ 0.100 ....212,510,538
OM0000002028 ...........  GULF INT.CHEMI. ......................................................14,000 ...............1,260........................ 1 ........... 0.090 ...........0.090 ...........0.090........... 0.090............. 0.091............-0.001 ........... -1.099................0.090..............0.085...................0.092 ............... 0.100 ........1,890,000
OM0000004248 ...........  SMN POWER HOLDING.........................................  158,550............ 14,270..................... 10........... 0.090 ...........0.090 ...........0.090........... 0.090............. 0.091............-0.001 ........... -1.099................0.090..............0.090...................0.090 ............... 0.100 ...... 17,967,204
OM0000001590 ............  MUSCAT FINANCE..................................................  440,000........... 25,960........................9 ........... 0.059........... 0.059 ...........0.059........... 0.059 .............0.060 ...........-0.001 ............-1.667................0.059 ..............0.057...................0.061 ................ 0.100 .......18,121,633
OM0000003521 ............  GALFAR ENGINEER................................................  133,785 ............ 26,534......................17 ............0.198 ........... 0.199 ...........0.195............0.195 ............. 0.199............-0.004........... -2.010 ...............0.195 ..............0.190...................0.197................ 0.100 ......39,582,357
OM0000001772............  ALANWAR INVESTMENT .................................... 576,300 ............47,555......................12 ........... 0.083 ........... 0.083 ...........0.082........... 0.082 .............0.084 ...........-0.002 ........... -2.381 ...............0.082..............0.080...................0.083................ 0.100 ..... 16,400,000
OM0000001418 ............  RAYSUT CEMENT ......................................................29,426 ...............4,749........................4 ............0.162 ........... 0.162 ...........0.160 ........... 0.160 ............. 0.164............-0.004........... -2.439 ...............0.160 .............. 0.161...................0.162................ 0.100 .....32,000,000
OM0000005963 ...........  PHOENIX POWER.......................................................55,000 ............... 3,783........................5 ........... 0.069 ........... 0.069 ...........0.066........... 0.066 .............0.068 ...........-0.002 ........... -2.941 ...............0.066..............0.066...................0.069................ 0.100 ...... 96,531,696
OM0000001681 ............  OMAN  EMIRATES HO. ............................................. 43,718 ...............3,279........................3 ............0.075........... 0.075 ...........0.075 ........... 0.075 .............0.078 ...........-0.003 ........... -3.846 ...............0.075.............. 0.071...................0.078................ 0.100 ........ 9,140,625
OM0000003141 ............  Barka Water and Power .....................................................100 ..................... 16........................ 1 ............0.159 ........... 0.159 ...........0.159 ............0.159 ............. 0.176............-0.017 ........... -9.659 ...............0.159 .............. 0.159...................0.159 ................ 0.100 ..... 25,440,000
Total ..................................25 ........................................................................................  6,971,613.... 1,219,579...................426.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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Hinduja Group to enhance 

fi nancial services with $1.17bn 

bid success for Reliance Capital

DUBAI: Hinduja Group which 
has investment interests in the 
UAE through GCC’s only bus 
manufacturing plant in Ras 
Khaimah, IndusInd Bank and 
Gulf Oil Middle East is poised to 
enhance its business in fi nancial 
services in the region.

The potential for enhancing the 
fi nancial services business has 
come with a group company of 
the Hinduja Group, IndusInd In-
ternational Holdings Ltd. (IIHL) 
emerging as the highest bidder 
at over $1.17 billion for India’s 
Reliance Capital, owned by Anil 
Ambani.

The group’s banking arm has 
been open to acquisitions to ex-
pand its product portfolio, and 
probably Reliance Capital inclu-
sion will help enhance its fi nancial 
product portfolio.

Hinduja emerged as the high-
est bidder in the second round 
of the RCap auction. The bid is 
way higher than the off er made 

by Torrent Investments in the 
fi rst round of the auction held in 
December 2022. In the second 
round, Hinduja group fi rm was 
the sole bidder and Torrent and 
Oaktree did not participate.

H I G H E S T  B I D D E R

Ultra-luxury 
tower ‘The S’ 
fully sold-out

DUBAI: Sobha Realty, one of 
the UAE’s leading premium real
estate developers, has completed
the sell-out of residential units of 
its signature project – The S Tow-
er generating a sales value of AED
1.4 billion. This refl ects the strong 
performance of Dubai property 
market, wherein the emirate has
gained the status of one of the
most lucrative luxury property 
markets across the globe.

The S Tower, which was 
launched in October 2022, is a 
62-storey high-rise, signature 
residential project that houses 
43 storeys of superlative luxury 
residences. The project refl ects 
Sobha Realty’s signature style 
and sophistication, a result of 
the company’s vast experience 
and design capabilities, follow-
ing Sobha’s unique “Backward 
integration” model that is a case 
study at Harvard. The iconic 
project has completed sales of 
all 84 residential units.

S O B H A  R E A L T Y

German GLS bank launches 

bond to promote press freedom
BRUSSELS: Freedom of the 
press and media diversity are 
some of the most important main-
stays of democratic societies. But 
despite calling themselves demo-
cratic, some governments in Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe are trying 
to exert undue infl uence on their 
country’s independent media.

In Hungary and Poland, for 
example, government-affi  liated 
companies have bought some or 
all of the stocks of media compa-
nies, allegedly in eff orts to manip-
ulate public opinion in favour of 
the ruling parties, as critics claim.

Those media companies under 
government pressure will now be 
thrown a fi nancial lifeline from 
GLS bank — Germany’s largest 
ethical lender based in Bochum 
and investing solely in social and 
ecological causes.

GLS has issued a so-called im-
pact bond in collaboration with 
the nonprofi t Media Development 
Investment Fund (MDIF) and 
Dutch Pluralis — a company that 
emerged from the MDIF. The aim 
of the bond issuance to the tune 
of €5 million ($5.5 million) is to 
fi nancially support independent 
media in the region and ensure 
their independent reporting.

Aysel Osmanoglu, the spokes-
woman for the GLS board, says 
the bank feels shared responsi-
bility for press freedom. “As GLS 
Bank, we want to help ensure that 

citizens have access to independ-
ent information so they can form 
their own opinions,” she told DW.

Economic independence, as 
well as a viable business model, are 
indispensable, Osmanoglu said, 
which is why her bank supports 
the “important work” of Pluralis.

Under the scheme, investors 
can subscribe to the bonds for a 
price of €1,000 a piece.

First bond already issued
Pluralis is an impact investment 
vehicle managed by MDIF with 
the objective of promoting plural-
ity of news across Europe. Senior 
advisor Max von Abendroth puts 
the targeted investment volume at 
a total of €100 million. “With the 
help of the GLS bond, which was 
issued at the end of March, we’ve 
so far acquired €50 million of it,” 
von Abendroth told DW.

In addition to MDIF, Pluralis is 

backed by various European me-
dia companies and democracy-
building organisations such as
Belgium’s King Baudouin Foun-
dation, the Dutch company Me-
diahuis and the Oak Foundation. 

Pluralis invests in media compa-
nies that cannot raise conventional
fi nancing in their home countries,
or are on the verge of losing their
independence due to fi nancial
constraints. The aim is to protect
these media companies from the
infl uence of state actors like gov-
ernments or political parties.

Press freedom in freefall
Press and media freedom are
threatened by media capture, es-
pecially in Central and Eastern
Europe, claims Max von Aben-
droth. “This refers to the takeover
of media companies by govern-
ments or interest groups close
to governments with the goal of 

gaining political infl uence and not 
so much the economic success of 
the media company in mind.”

He says this is most evident in 
Hungary and Poland recently, but 
also in Slovakia, Croatia, Romania 
and Bosnia-Herzegovina – coun-
tries that “have lost considerable 
ground in the Reporters Without 
Borders Press Freedom Index 
ranking in recent years.”

Poland, for example, has since 
plummeted from 18th place in 
that ranking in 2015 to 66th. Hun-
gary even dropped to 85th place 
after the takeover of major TV and 
radio stations as well as news por-
tals and print media by oligarchs 
close to the government of Prime 
Minister Viktor Orban.

‘Repolonisation’ of 
the media
In Poland, Pluralis has long ob-
served a so-called repolonisation 
of the media sector by the govern-
ment and the governing PiS party.

“Rights and rules for foreign 
investors are being tightened, 
making it less attractive for for-
eign investors to invest in media 
houses in Poland,” said Max von 
Abendroth.

On the surface, media houses 
would be sold with the claim of cre-
ating greater media diversity, he ar-
gued, in reality, however, the strate-
gy is to gain maximum infl uence on 
the media landscape in Poland. -DW

F I N A N C I A L  S U P P O R T

China’s green exports further 

propel foreign trade growth
BEIJING: In China’s pursuit of 
high-quality and low-carbon de-
velopment, apparel, home appli-
ances and furniture have given 
way to three tech-intensive green 
products as the top drivers of Chi-
na’s foreign trade.

The new “three major ones,” 
namely solar batteries, lithium-
ion batteries and electric vehicles, 
registered a 66.9 percent increase 
in the fi rst quarter of this year, of-
fi cial data showed. Together they 
contributed 2 percentage points to 
the overall export growth, up from 
1.7 percentage points for 2022.

“China’s foreign trade growth 
in Q1 is mainly buoyed by new 
energy-related exports,” said 
Zhou Maohua, an analyst with the 
China Everbright Bank.

This expansion is even more 
signifi cant considering it con-
tinued whopping growth in 2022 
as exports of electric vehicles, 
photovoltaic products and lith-
ium-ion batteries hiked 131.8 

percent, 67.8 percent and 86.7
percent, respectively.

Customs data also showed that
the exports were sent to over 200
countries and regions across the
globe in Q1, with their top fi ve
markets showing growth rates of 
over 80 percent. 

The top fi ve markets were the
European Union, the United
States, the Association of South-
east Asian Nations, the Republic

of Korea and the United Kingdom.
Global buyers thronged the 

booths of these products at the 
133rd Canton Fair, which opened 
on April 15 in the southern city of 
Guangzhou. New-energy vehicles 
from companies like Dongfeng 
Liuzhou Motor and SAIC GM 
Wuling enjoyed new orders and 
avid inquiries from overseas cli-
ents within the fi rst days of the 
event. -Xinhua

T H R E E  T E C H - I N T E N S I V E  G R E E N  P R O D U C T S
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IS MODERATE
EXERCISE SAFE 
WHILE TAKING

STATINS?

College of Cardiology, statin therapy 
does not worsen muscular damage, 
discomfort, or tiredness in patients 
who engage in moderate-intensity ex-
ercises, such as walking.

 The fi ndings are reassuring for pa-
tients who feel muscular discomfort 
or exhaustion from statins but still 
need to exercise to keep their cho-
lesterol levels low and their hearts 
healthy. Statins have long been the 
gold standard for lowering LDL or 
“bad” cholesterol and preventing car-
diovascular disease (CVD) events, but 
while generally well-tolerated, they 
can cause muscle pain and weakness 
in some. Physical activity is also a 
cornerstone of CVD prevention, es-
pecially when combined with statins; 
however, studies have shown vigorous 
exercise can increase muscle damage 
in some statin users, which can lead 
to decreased physical activity or cause 
people to stop taking their medica-
tion. Less is known about the impact 
of moderate exercise.

 Researchers sought to compare the 

i m -
p a c t 
of mod-
e r a t e - i n -
tensity exercise
on muscle injury in 
symptomatic and asymp-
tomatic statin users, plus non-
statin using controls. Symptomatic
vs. asymptomatic was determined by 
the presence, localization and onset of 
muscle cramps, pain and/or weakness
using the statin myalgia clinical index
score. Researchers also examined the
association between leukocyte CoQ10
levels on muscle injury and muscle
complaints, since statins may lower
CoQ10 levels and reduced levels can
predispose people to muscle injury.

 All study participants walked 30,
40 or 50 km (18.6, 24.8 or 31 miles, re-
spectively) per day at a self-selected
pace for four consecutive days. Statin
users had all been on the medication
for at least three months. The re-

searchers 
excluded those with diabetes, hypo- or 
hyperthyroidism, known hereditary 
skeletal muscle defects, other diseases 
known to cause muscle symptoms or 
those using CoQ10 supplementation. 
There were no diff erences in body 
mass index, waist circumference, 
physical activity levels or vitamin D3 
levels (low vitamin D3 levels have 
been associated with statin-induced 
myopathy and therefore may be a risk-
factor for statin-associated muscle 
symptoms) among the three groups at 
baseline.

Researchers found that statins did 

n o t
e x a c -

erbate mus-
cle injury or muscle

symptoms after moderate-in-
tensity exercise.”Even though muscle
pain and fatigue scores were higher in
symptomatic statin users at baseline,
the increase in muscle symptoms af-
ter exercise was similar among the
groups,” said Neeltje Allard, MD, fi rst
author of the study and researcher at
the Department of integrative physi-
ology, Radboud University Medical
Center in Nijmegen, Netherlands.

 “These results demonstrate that
prolonged moderate-intensity exer-
cise is safe for statin users and can be
performed by statin users to main-
tain a physically active lifestyle and

tion between leukocyte
CoQ10 levels and muscle

injury markers at baseline 
or after exercise nor was there 

a correlation between CoQ10 lev-
els and muscle fatigue resistance or 

muscle pain scores.
 In an accompanying editorial com-

ment, Robert Rosenson, MD, Direc-
tor of Metabolism and Lipids for the 
Mount Sinai Health System in New 
York, said patients experiencing sta-
tin-associated muscle symptoms will 
often avoid exercise because of mus-
cle pain and weakness and concerns 
of making the pain worse; however, 
exercise is essential for restoring and 
maintaining fi tness in people at in-
creased risk for cardiovascular dis-
ease or who have had a cardiovascular 
event.”[Based on the study], many pa-
tients who develop statin-associated 
muscle symptoms may engage in a 
moderately intensive walking pro-
gram without concern for worsened 
muscle biomarkers or performance,” 
he said. -ANI

Wondering if moderate ex-
ercise is safe for people who ex-
perience muscle pain from taking 
statins? Well, as per research pub-
lished in the Journal of the American 
College of Cardiology statin therapy

to derive its
cardiovascular 

health benefi ts.
”Researchers did

not fi nd a correla-
tion between leukocyte
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Arsenal return to top 
of Premier League

LONDON: Arsenal found their
way back to the top of the English
Premier League after surpass-
ing their arch-rivals Chelsea by 
3-1 in the North London derby at
Emirates Stadium on Tuesday.

The Gunners had gone four
league games without a win and
were heavily beaten last time out
at reigning champions Manches-
ter City, who replaced them at the
summit with victory at Fulham on
Sunday.

Arsenal responded by produc-
ing a magnifi cent fi rst-half dis-
play, racing into a 3-0 lead inside
34 minutes courtesy of two neat
strikes by captain Martin Ode-
gaard and a scrambled fi nish by 
Gabriel Jesus.

Chelsea, who fell to a sixth
straight loss under interim manager
Frank Lampard, were thankful to
goalkeeper Kepa Arrizabalaga that
the scoreline was not even more
embarrassing and even pulled one
back through Noni Madueke.

Arsenal, however, were never in
serious danger and are now two
points clear of City having played
two games more than their title
rivals.

The team is back to 
its best: Arteta
Arsenal manager Mikel Arteta was
happy with his team’s display

“We wanted to have a very dif-
ferent approach to the game, and
we did it right from the begin-
ning. The team is back to its best.
There was a lot of energy, de-
termination, quality, and move-
ment, and we were really going 
for it. We connected with our
crowd straight away, we scored
two magnifi cent goals, got con-
trol of the game and fully de-
served to win,” Mikel Arteta was

quoted by www.arsenal.com.
“We wanted to prove we had 

that fi re in the belly. I could see 
that in the last few days, and we 
prepared the game well. Mentally 
we arrived in the right mood and 

with the right level of energy. Eve-
rything went for us as well, which 
is important.

“We’ve had a couple of diffi  cult
weeks with very diff erent games 
with a lot of emotions involved. 

Today we’re back to the top of the
league - let’s see what happens,”
Arteta added.

Chelsea’s interim manager
Frank Lampard said: “The fi rst-
half performance was not good
enough, in every way.”

“We were too nice to play 
against, nice off  the ball, passive,
things we talked about before the
game defensively we did not do.
We did not restrict the space be-
tween lines, we did not get the line
up as much as we needed to, we did
not aff ect pressure on the ball, and
we did not make contact with Ar-
senal players.”

“On the ball the same, passing 
short, playing to position, not play-
ing longer, not making forward
runs. Things that we spoke about
and if you play like that, you get
what you deserve.” - ANI

Gunners outclass 

Chelsea 3-1 in North 

London derby on 

Tuesday night

Real Madrid title 
hopes all but
over after defeat
MADRID: Real Madrid’s slim
hopes of regaining the Spanish La 
Liga title were all but extinguished
by a 2-0 defeat at Champions
League hopefuls Real Sociedad.

After a tight fi rst half, Real Ma-
drid fell behind when Eder Mili-
tao sold Thibaut Courtois short
with a backpass and Takefusa 
Kubo slid into an empty net.

Madrid’s frustrations spilled
over as right-back Dani Carvajal
was sent off  for two bookings in
quick succession. The home side,
made to tick by veteran midfi eld-
er David Silva, sealed a deserved
win when substitute Ander Bar-
renetxea fi red in a late second.

The loss leaves Carlo Ance-
lotti’s side 14 points behind rivals
Barcelona with just fi ve games
left to play.

Earlier on Tuesday, Barca over-
came 10-man Osasuna’s stub-
born resistance to earn a 1-0 win
through Jordi Alba’s late strike.

In a match where they needed
to win to keep pressure on Barca,
Madrid were without a host of 
key players - striker Karim Ben-
zema, winger Vinicius Junior,

midfi elder Luka Modric and cen-
tre-back David Alaba - against 
fourth-placed Real Sociedad in 
San Sebastian.

With the title looking out of 
reach, Madrid realise their best 
chances of silverware this sea-
son come elsewhere and already 
seemed to have an eye on Satur-
day’s Copa del Rey fi nal against 
Osasuna.

Three days after that, they 
host Manchester City in the fi rst 
leg of their Champions League 
semi-fi nal.

Real Sociedad’s three points 
consolidates fourth place for the 
Basque club, who are eight points 
clear of fi fth-placed Villarreal 
as they close in on Champions 
League qualifi cation.

Meanwhile, Elche’s relegation 
from the Spanish top fl ight was 
confi rmed with a 2-1 defeat at 
Almeria.

Goals from Leo Baptistao and 
Adri Embarba, either side of half-
time, put the hosts in control be-
fore Ezequiel Ponce pulled one 
back in the closing stages for the 
bottom team. – Agencies

L A  L I G A

OGA members attend R&A conference
MUSCAT: A delegation from the
Oman Golf Association (OGA) re-
cently attended The R&A Interna-
tional Golf Conference 2023  held at 
St Andrews, Scotland.

Last staged in 2017 the 
three-day conference was at-
tended by 170 delegates from The 
R&A’s overseas affi  liates with rep-
resentation from 65 countries.

The R&A along with the United 
States Golf Association (USGA) 
govern the sport of golf worldwide.

OGA general secretary and head

of delegation Ahmed Al Jhdha-
my said: “We are grateful for the 
continuing support and guidance 
that the R&A have off ered the Oman 
Golf Association. It was a pleasure 
to attend their international con-
ference at St Andrews. We will con-
tinue to work closely with the R&A 
and their newly appointed regional 
development manager Neal Gra-
ham to ensure that golf in Oman 
continues to grow”.

Jamie Wood, OGA technical di-
rector said, “As a golfer any visit to 

St Andrews is inspiring and we have 
defi nitely come away with some 
valuable insights that we hope to be 
able to use here in Oman”.

OGA represents amateur golf at 
all levels in the Sultanate of Oman 
as national teams compete at U13, 
U15, U18, men’s and women’s lev-
els in tournaments regionally and 
internationally. In collaboration 
with the golf clubs in Oman, OGA 
have several initiatives to develop 
and grow the game, specifi cally 
amongst children and women.

V I S I T  T O  S T  A N D R E W S

Djokovic to compete at US Open

WASHINGTON: The 22-time 
Grand Slam champion and world
No. 1 Novak Djokovic will be able
to compete at this year’s US Open
after the United States announced
it is lifting its vaccine mandate on
international travellers, as report-
ed by Sky Sports.

The world No. 1 is not vacci-
nated against COVID-19 and had
previously been unable to en-
ter America. The United States
on Tuesday announced that the
COVID vaccine requirement for
international travellers will end
on May 11, the White House said
in the statement adding that on the
same day, the COVID-19 public
health emergency will also end.

In a statement, the White House 
said, “Today, we are announcing 
that the administration will end
the COVID-19 vaccine require-
ments for Federal employees,
Federal contractors, and interna-
tional air travellers at the end of 
the day on May 11, the same day 
that the COVID-19 public health
emergency ends.”

Due to his lack of vaccinations,
Djokovic was unable to compete
in the 2022 Australian Open and
US Open events. According to Sky 
Sports, the Serb had requested a 
special exemption to compete in the

US last month at the Miami Open
and the BNP Paribas Open at Indian
Wells, but he was not granted it.

Djokovic participated in this
year’s Australian Open in Janu-
ary and won his most recent major
singles championship since entry 

into Australia is no longer condi-
tional upon receiving a COVID-19
immunisation.

Djokovic has clinched the US
Open title three times, with his
triumphs coming in 2011, 2015
and 2018. - ANI

L I F T I N G  O F  V A C C I N E  M A N D A T E W

Messi suspended 
by PSG over trip 
to Saudi Arabia

PARIS: Argentina captain 
Lionel Messi has been suspend-
ed by Paris St-Germain (PSG) 
for two weeks after travelling to 
Saudi Arabia without the club’s 
permission this week, BBC 
reported on Wednesday.

The trip followed the French 
club’s home defeat by Lorient
on Sunday, in which Messi
played the full 90 minutes.

Messi will not train or play 
for PSG during the period of 
his suspension. It is under-
stood the 35-year-old asked
permission to make the jour-
ney to carry out commercial
work but was refused.

Messi, who has also been 
fi ned by the club, has a role as a 

tourism ambassador for Saudi 
Arabia. 

The World Cup winner’s 
two-year contract with PSG 
expires this summer.

Barcelona vice-president 
Rafael Yuste claimed in March 
that the Spanish club were in 
contact with Messi about a re-
turn to the Nou Camp.

Messi has scored 31 goals 
and contributed 34 assists in 
71 games in all competitions 
for PSG, and won the Ligue 1 
title last season.

He is set to miss matches 
against Troyes and Ajaccio as 
PSG, fi ve points clear with fi ve 
games to go, look to clinch a 
ninth league title in 11 seasons.

O U T  F O R  T W O  W E E K S

Chong Wei, Lin
Dan to enter 
Hall of Fame

KUALA LUMPUR: Lee Chong 
Wei has been elected into the
Badminton World Federation
(BWF) Hall of Fame for 2023
along with China’s Lin Dan, as
per the Olympics.com. There
are few bigger names in bad-
minton history than those of 
Lin Dan and Lee Chong Wei.
“Badminton legends Lin Dan
and Lee Chong Wei have been
elected to the BWF Hall of 
Fame. They will be inducted at
an offi  cial ceremony on 26 May 
2023,” Badminton World Fed-
eration tweeted on Tuesday.

Lin was a two-time Olympic
winner and a fi ve-time world
champion; Lee retains the re-
cord for the most weeks as
world No.1 with 349. The old
rivals will be inducted to the
institution in a ceremony on 26
May 2023 in Kuala Lumpur.

Lin won gold in Beijing in
2008 and four years later in
London 2012. Lin won fi ve gold
at World Championships  while
Lee won 47 BWF Super Series
and World Tour titles during his
career, as well as three Olympic
silver medals. - ANI

B A D M I N T O N
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Gene editing in humans is not only 

possible, but a reality. Today, there 

are people with CRISPR-Cas9-edited 

genomes. Right or wrong, the treatment 

is here to stay. How do gene therapies 

work and what are their limits?

In 2018, a scientist called
He Jiankui shocked the
world when he announced
the birth of two babies with
edited genomes.

Jiankui used the CRISPR-
Cas9 gene editing tool on twin
embryos to rewrite their individ-
ual CCR5 genes, creating a resist-
ance to HIV.

These two children, along with
a third gene-edited child born a 
year later, represent the world’s
fi rst gene-edited babies. Five
years on, all three are reportedly 
living healthy, normal lives.

The event sparked a major out-
cry among scientists and non-
scientists alike, ultimately leading 
to Jiankui’s three-year imprison-
ment in China for conducting “il-
legal medical practices.”

But although the three children
may represent the fi rst cases of 
embryo-stage genome editing,
they are not the only humans with
an edited genome. More than 200
adults have been treated in clini-
cal trials using CRISPR-Cas9 to
treat sickle cell disease. Gene ed-
iting therapies have completely 
changed their lives, curing the
blood disorder that once disabled
them. Right or wrong, new trials
are in the pipeline for other ge-
netic diseases.

CRISPR-Cas9 gene editing
The sudden explosion in gene
therapies in the last decade comes
down to the development of CRIS-
PR-Cas9. While gene editing has
existed since the 1990s, CRISPR 
was so revolutionary because of 

its precise and programmable way 
of altering DNA.

CRISPR-Cas9 is a two-part 
molecular system. CRISPR is 
the cluster of sequences you can 
program to fi nd one specifi c sec-
tion of DNA in a gene, while Cas9 
is the editing element which cuts 
out a strand of DNA and adds a 
new piece in.

Sounds simple enough, but the 
hard part is the delivery — the pro-
cess must occur in trillions of our 
bodies’ cells if we want to use it to 
treat a disease.

As such, CRISPR is only suita-
ble to treat diseases with “simple” 
genetic mutations in one cell type. 
If you know with certainty that a 
disease is caused by one error in 
one gene, like sickle cell anemia or 
certain forms of cancer, CRISPR 
has the potential to treat it.

The limits of gene therapy
What CRISPR can’t treat are com-
plex genetic disorders — anything 
with multiple mutations in multi-
ple genes in diff erent types of cells.

“Very few patients have an 
identifi able genetic cause [of a 
disease] that you can target,” said 
David Curtis, a professor of medi-
cal genetics at University College 
London, UK.

Curtis is doubtful whether 
CRISPR can be used to treat any 
diseases that have more than one 
genetic mutation involved, at least 
for the time being.

“If you take a complex genetic 
disorder like schizophrenia, gene 
therapy isn’t going to help. The 
brain is an insanely diffi  cult tar-

get to treat — you’d have to make 
multiple DNA changes in billions 
of brain cells to rewire brain cells 
that have developed in the wrong 
place. This doesn’t seem likely to 
work,” Curtis told DW.

Designer babies
There are two main approaches to 
gene editing: germline editing and 
somatic cell therapies.

Germline editing is performed 
during embryonic development. 
If you edit the embryo when it’s 
a single cell or a small number 
of cells, you edit all the cells that 
will divide from them, meaning 
the gene edit is in all the cells of 
the body.

Great for curing diseases, but 
this treatment also aff ects sperm 
and egg cells, meaning the edited 
gene is passed down to children 
and grandchildren. So, by editing 
embryos, you alter the course of 
evolution for generations to come. 
It is precisely the use of this meth-
od, which sits at the heart of the 
“designer baby” debate, that put 
Jiankui in jail.

Advocates say we could ensure 
that none of our kin developed 
diseases like HIV/AIDS or mul-
tiple forms of cancer, essentially 
eradicating them from existence. 
Critics raise issues with the no-
tion of “playing God.”

Somatic cell therapies have 
potential
In somatic cell therapy, genes are 
edited in cells removed from the 
patient (or donor), then returned 
to the patient. This is the method 

being used to treat sickle cell ane-
mia, and it has potential for the 
treatment of multiple other genes 
with single point mutations.

Most scientists argue that so-
matic cell therapies have more ap-
plications than germline editing. 
We have seen that it can work, and 
it sidesteps the awkward issues of 
designer babies.

But somatic cell therapy has its
problems, the most serious being 
potential off -target eff ects on the 
genome.

“There’s a chance you can in-
troduce mutations into unwanted 
sites of the genome when you use 
CRISPR, changing or inactivat-
ing the function of other genes. 
The eff ects of this on the body are 
not really known,” said Van Trung 
Chu, a CRISPR scientist working 
at the Max Delbrück Center for 
Molecular Medicine in Berlin.

Some random mutations in
the genome could be harmless, 
but others could also run the risk 
of causing cancer or other ge-
netic disorders. There are ways 
of combing the genome to look 
for mutations, but it is unclear yet 
what would happen if mutations 
were found. More gene editing to 
fi x the fi rst gene editing errors?

“The mutations aren’t com-
pletely random. Depending 
what Cas gene editing tool you 
use, you have an idea of where 
those mutations are likely to be,” 
Chu told DW.

All scientists can do now is per-
form deep sequencing analysis 
of genomes to fi nd potential off -
target mutations outside the gene

of interest. It’s a bit of a needle 
in a haystack situation, if know 
roughly in which part of the hay-
stack to look.

“In the long-term, new forms 
of CRISPR-Cas9 technologies 
are being created that have less 
potential for off -target eff ects,” 
said Chu.

The ethics of gene editing
Gene editing has not been devel-
oped in an ethical vacuum. Scien-
tists and non-scientists alike have 
been challenging the technology 
before it was even feasible.

In part, scientists have been 
monitoring themselves on the 
ethics front — most agree that 
editing embryos is off -limits. The 
legal disaster around Jiankui’s 
HIV-resistant babies set the prec-
edent for how seriously countries 
take gene editing.

“It’s pretty clear right now — 
you cannot edit germline DNA,” 
said Chu.

Gene editing is here to stay, 
but not without pushback. For 
many, there are issues of scien-
tists “playing God.” For others, 
there’s a sense of discomfort, even 
disgust, with the idea of editing 
genes. After all, it interferes with 
nature.

But then again, wouldn’t peo-
ple want their disease or their 
child’s disease to be cured or even 
prevented with gene editing? We 
have the tool to treat and even 
eradicate some diseases. What is 
more ethical — to use the technol-
ogy available to cure people, or to 
not use it at all? -DW

DESIGNER BABIES 
ALREADY EXIST

Germline editing is

performed during 

embryonic development. 

If you edit the embryo 

when it’s a single cell or 

a small number of cells, 

you edit all the cells that 

will divide from them, 

meaning the gene edit is 

in all the cells

of the body.of the body.

–THEIR CREATOR 
WENT TO JAIL
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With EMI starting at OMR71, new 
Haval Jolion SUV is worthy bargain

MUSCAT: From the stable of glob-
al SUV specialist Haval is a new
edition of Jolion – a compact SUV 
that is smart beyond its years. In ad-
dition to its bold architecture and
masterful engineering, this smart
SUV bristles with cutting-edge
technology and safety features that
simply outclass its peers.

Of late, however, sales of this el-
egant SUV from Haval have been
strongly buoyed by a package of 
incentives and freebies that have 
made the Jolion an eminently 
worthy acquisition for many price-
conscious customers in Oman. 

This package of benefi ts, valid 
till May 15, includes price-busting 
EMIs that start as low as OMR71 
on top of packages that come 
bundled with insurance and reg-
istration for the fi rst year and a 
50,000km service warranty. To top 
it all, customers receive window 
tinting from the renowned 3M 
brand for no extra cost. Further-
more, customers are guaranteed 
50% of the sale price when they 
decide to trade in their vehicles.

In Oman, the fi ve-seater Jolion 
is available in three trims: Com-
fort, Deluxe and Luxury. Standard 

across all three trims is a front 
grille, LED headlights, daytime 
running lights and automatic wip-
ers, among other features. 

The sides have body-coloured 
door handles and power-folding 
and adjustable body-colour side 
mirrors with turn signals. The rear 
includes an exhaust system, lift-
gate cargo access, roof spoiler and 
LED taillights. 

All trims share the same 1.5L 
turbocharged 4-cylinder engine 
that delivers 140 hp of power and 
210 nm of torque.

The engine drives the front 
wheels with a seven-speed dual-
clutch automatic transmission.  

Keeping in mind the Jolion’s par-
ticular affi  nity with the younger de-
mographic of customers, the SUV’s 
interior is delightfully appointed 

and outfi tted. All three trims boast a 
Button Engine Start and MicroFib-
er Leather Steering Wheel. Exclu-
sive on the Luxury is a panoramic 
sunroof, as is a 6-way electrically 
adjusted driver seat. The large-for-
mat multimedia touchscreen is an 
expansive 12.3-inch on the Luxury 
but drops to 10.25-inch on the other 
two trims. Speakers range from 4 in 
the Comfort, rising to 6 on the De-

luxe and Luxury trims.
As with its siblings across the 

Haval line-up, the Jolion also ben-
efi ts from innovative safety and 
drive assistance systems. Stand-
ard across all three trims are Anti-
lock Braking System + Electronic 
Brakeforce Distribution, Hiss De-
scent Control, Rear Parking Sen-
sors, Reverse Camera + Dynamic 
Assist Line. E-Parking is available 
on the Deluxe and Luxury trims, 
and so are Traction and Hill-Start 
Assist Control. Exclusive on the 
Luxury trim is a 360-degree cam-
era Omniview System. 

Although a compact SUV, the 
Jolion off ers a perfect amount of 
space for the customer’s needs. 
With 430 litres of boot space, 
there’s enough room for anything 
and everything!

OTE Group is the exclusive 
dealer for the diverse product line-
up of vehicles from Great Wall 
Motor, including the Haval range, 
in the Sultanate of Oman. Backed 
by a nationwide service network, 
OTE Group off ers excellent sales 
and after-sales service support on 
par with global standards.

Sales of this elegant SUV from Haval have 

been strongly buoyed by a package of 

incentives and freebies that have made the 

Jolion an eminently worthy acquisition for

many price-conscious customers in Oman

ahlibank off ers 10% cash reward on salary transfers

MUSCAT: Committed to enhanc-
ing customer experiences, while 
underscoring its intent to incul-
cate a savings culture, ahlibank 
continues its attractive 10% cash 
reward on salary transfers.

As part of this reward promo-
tion, customers who transfer their 
salary to ahlibank will receive 
an immediate one-time cash re-
ward of 10% of their monthly sal-
ary, with a maximum cash reward 
amount capped at OMR500.

The off er, open to both Omanis 
and expatriates, is structured to 
infuse a note of positivity while 
transferring salaries for the fi rst 
time to ahlibank.  All customers 
who transfer their monthly sal-

ary to the bank with an amount of 
OMR1,000 or above are eligible for 
this reward off er.

Muneer Al Balushi, AGM – Head 
of Retail Distribution, said, “This 
cash reward promotion is an exten-
sion of our gratitude to our custom-
ers who value our services and trust 
our products. We want our new sal-
ary transfer customers to experi-
ence the sense of gratifi cation that 
is embedded in our scheme; we 
want each one of our customers to 
feel inspired to save and grow their 
money with our Bank. We are ready 
and excited to welcome all new sal-
ary transfer customers with this ir-
resistible off er.”

Pointing out that the promotion 

will continue until further notice, he 
added that the Bank intends to forge 
positive relations with new cus-
tomers while strengthening its ties 
with the existing ones. “It is impor-
tant to note here that this scheme 
is an example of our leadership in 
implementing innovative products 
and services that are designed to 
enhance our customers’ banking 
experiences. We have our fi ngers 
on the pulse of our customers and 
are open to their feedback, which is 
how we devise our new campaigns 
and off ers. We will continue to initi-
ate more such rewarding schemes 
throughout this year,” he stated.

As the number of new entrants 
to the labour market increases, 

ahlibank, looks to provide the best 
services that enhance its preferred 
status. This scheme is an eff ective 
step that refl ects the Bank’s contri-
bution to supporting the fi nancial 
stability eff orts of benefi ciaries, 
thereby enhancing the economic 
and social level for individuals and 
society at large.

ahlibank is keen to invest in 
high-effi  ciency banking solutions 
using the latest innovations to 
support its customers’ goals and 
elevate its position in the market. 
The bank has earned a reputa-
tion for enabling its customers to 
benefi t from the best services and 
products and to provide more easy 
and secure banking solutions.

P R O M O T I O N

International demand for SP Jain’s 

BBA undergrads from Class of 2022 
DUBAI: SP Jain School of Global 
Management, a Forbes #12 ranked 
business school, announced the 
successful placements for its Bach-
elor of Business Administration 
(BBA) students – Class of 2022. 

The graduating class has 
achieved an impressive milestone, 
with students securing job off ers 
across nine countries: Australia, 
India, Indonesia, Philippines, 
Singapore, South Korea, Thai-
land, UAE, and the USA. Australia 
emerged as the top international 
destination with 45% of the gradu-
ates who secured jobs opting to 
stay in Australia after the comple-
tion of their degree.

Top recruiters this season in-
clude global companies such as 
Deloitte, Ernst & Young, Price-
waterhouseCoopers, KPMG, 
Australian Marketing Institute, 
State Bank of India, ClickedOn, 
Dell Technologies, and British 
American Tobacco. The market-
ing, fi nance, sales and business 
development fi elds accounted for 
a majority of the overall off ers. 
The average starting salaries for 
this latest class range from AUD 
55,000 to AUD 65,000 per annum.

Speaking of the success of the 
Class of 2022, Dr Vaidyanathan 
“Vaidy” Jayaraman, Dean of Un-
dergraduate Programs at S P Jain 

Global said – “I am immensely 
proud of our BBA 2022 gradu-
ates for their remarkable achieve-
ments in securing job off ers at the 
top global companies across nine 
countries. Their success is a testa-
ment to the high-quality education 
and comprehensive global learning 
that we provide through our multi-
city model. By living, studying, and 
interning in leading business cities 
such as Singapore, Mumbai, Dubai, 
and Sydney, our graduates have 
developed the necessary skills and 
knowledge to excel in today’s global 
business landscape. 

“The multi-city model of our 

program has equipped them with 
cross-cultural communication 
skills, the ability to work eff ectively 
in diverse teams, and a deep under-
standing of international business 
practices. We have no doubt that 
they will continue to make a signifi -
cant impact in their respective in-
dustries and we are thrilled to have 
played a role in their success.”

“Being able to spend four years of 
my bachelor’s degree in four diff er-
ent cities – Mumbai, Dubai, Madrid 
(on an exchange partnership), and 
Sydney was very conducive to my 
personal development. The expo-
sure to other cultures gave me the 

space to explore things I wouldn’t 
have otherwise – I ended up learn-
ing from legislators working with 
the EU during my exchange at IE, 
for example. SP Jain gave me a plat-
form to start Girl Up Sydney, which 
culminated with me being invited 
to share my fundraising experi-
ence at the United Nations, and I’ll 
always be grateful to have had the 
opportunity to go beyond my com-
fort zone at each step. Working in 
management consulting requires 
a certain level of comfort with am-
biguity & an appreciation for vari-
ety - both of which I developed as a 
result of the dynamic nature of my 
BBA degree.” shared Pooja Agrawal 
from the Class of 2022. On com-
pleting her BBA program last year, 
Pooja started working as a Gradu-
ate Consultant with Levant Con-
sulting, Australia.

The BBA of SP Jain is a 4-year 
multi-city program that is accred-
ited by Australia’s Tertiary Educa-
tion Quality & Standards Agency 
(TEQSA). Students travel to Singa-
pore/Mumbai for Year 1 of the pro-
gram, Dubai for Year 2 and Sydney 
for Years 3 and 4, graduating with 
an Australian degree. On complet-
ing the program, students may be 
able to continue to live and work 
in Australia by applying for a post-
study work visa of up to two years. 

S C H O O L  O F  G L O B A L  M A N A G E M E N T

MHD enhances its 

off erings with opening 

of new MG Service

Centre, TyrePlus outlet 

and Jetour showroom

MUSCAT: MHD ACERE, a lead-
ing automotive distributor in 
Oman has announced the relo-
cation and enhancement of its 
MG Service Centre, as well as the 
opening of a brand new TyrePlus 
outlet and a second Jetour show-
room in Al Mabelah.

The MG Service Centre has 
been relocated to a new, more 
spacious location to better han-
dle the ever-increasing demands 
of customers in Al Mabelah. The 
service centre will be of great 
benefi t to MG owners in the area, 
off ering them a more convenient 
facility to service their vehicles 
closer to home. The centre has 
also been upgraded to provide 
even better services to custom-
ers. With expertly trained profes-
sionals and a range of facilities 
to suit every need, including oil 
change service, wheel balancing 
and alignment, AC check, car bat-
tery replacement, brake service, 
tyre puncture repair, and general 
car checks, the MG Service Cen-
tre is equipped to meet all of the 
customers’ automotive needs.

The launch of the new TyrePlus 
outlet in Mabelah is another ex-
citing addition to MHD ACERE’s 
lineup of off erings. TyrePlus is the 
only destination where customers 
can expect world-class brands like 
Michelin, BFGoodrich, Varta and 

Optima and a range of facilities 
to suit every need. The expertly 
trained professionals at TyrePlus 
off er faster and superior services 
to customers, providing premium 
tyre brands, professional fi tment, 
and a variety of other services to 
ensure that customers’ vehicles 
run smoothly and safely.

The opening of Jetour’s second 
showroom in Mabela is the lat-
est addition to the dealership’s 
commitment to providing the 
ultimate automotive experience. 
The showroom features a fully-
equipped after-sales service cen-
tre tailored to provide customers 
with the highest level of service 
and support. With a wide range 
of Jetour vehicles on display, 
customers can explore the latest 
models and take advantage of ex-
pert advice and support from the 
dealership’s trained professionals.

“We are thrilled to be able to 
off er our customers even better 
services and experiences with our 
upgraded MG Service Center, new 
TyrePlus outlet, and second Je-
tour showroom in Al Mabela,” said 
Mohsin Hani Al Bahrani, CEO 
of MHD ACERE. “Our goal is to 
provide a comprehensive range of 
world-class services and products 
to our valued customers, and we 
believe that these new additions 
will help us achieve this.”

I N  A L  M A B E L A H
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