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FOREWORD

The Ministry of Information is pleased to present the reader of this book
with a brief tour of the main achievements of the past 40 years under the
leadership of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said who is the driving force
behind its Renaissance, the man who has inspired and will inspire future

generations.

This book is issued every five years and portrays the beauty, progress and
development of Oman’s governorates and regions in both pictures and

words.

Achieving Ist place in the world for its rate of progress in human
development, as assessed by the 2010 United Nations Development
Programme’s (UNDP) Human Development Report, titled The Real
Wealth of Nations: Pathways to Human Development, is clear evidence of
how far Oman has come in building, improving and progressing the lives

of its people.

Ministry of Information
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THE SULTANATE

OF OMAN

A HISTORY MAPPED BY GEOGRAPHY

The History of Oman: Knowledge anud Conseqnence

An enlightened reading of kistory will sline a spotlight on tle past
and reveal pattenis in tire Inws that have governed md classified
Iowmane commrorities and the affairs of peoples and nations as teey
progressed from the nomadic to the settled state.

Ower Tong millaniia, the liistory of Oman s a story of siguificant
marks wade in many fields of endenvonr. During chapters of potwver,
wihten the conmtry flonrished with dynawmic activity, this success was
defiored agninst a backdrop of untional inity and social consensus,
wiltile perieds of retreat and constraint were bom of upheaval, wlen
events lnd tormt doum the intemal structures of society.

A 37 -piece $th centiry
BC ncckiace made of
seaslells and stowes,

formd at the Ras al

Hamra arclhne ological
site tu Qnorn, Muscat

NATURAL AND HUMAN
GEOGRAFHY
Oman, if we speak in terms of its
geolopeal make-up and history, 15 not
a young eountry. On the contrary, even
in the popular mind it is an aneient
land, its oldest known ervilization dat-
ing to 4000 BC Artefacts have been
assembled from sites throughout the
whole of the Sultanate. The land had
trading ties and commerce with the
aneient world - Omani ships reached
Thina, India and Mesopotamia - as
well as links wnth cultures in the East
Mediterranean, the Nile Valley and
Morth Afriea
The name Cman, as mentoned
in Yaagout Al Hamawi's Mejam
AlBuldm (Eneyelopaedia of Coun-
tries), denved from a reference to
Omanbin balum Al Fhalil or inan-
other attribution, to Oman bin Saba
bin Yaghthan bin bralhum Al Fhalil.
At many stapes of its lhistory
Oman econtributed to cwlization in
a significant way. There were times

when it was a major political foree on
the high seas and its links extended
to most of the eountries of the known
world, as well as to China, Ameneca,
Briain and Franece in early historieal
penods.

The bridge that conneets the varn-
ous historieal ages and binds the mod-
ern Omam Renassanee to penods of
exuberance in the past is the leader
ship's ability to achueve national unity,
build autonomy and establish a strong
economy on a ground base of security
and stability, and to povern all areas
wisely and knowled geably.

Oman's history eonsists of a se-
quenee of linked chapters similar to the
history of other nations and peoples
who made a mark on eiwilization. The
fa'ruba State which emerped in 1624
AD was remarkable for its success in
expelling the Portuguese from coastal
Oman, the Arabian Gulf East Afriea
and the Indian Ocean. The Al Busaids
state found ed by the Imam Ahmed bin
Zaid in 1744 AD had a transformative
effect, deftly interacting with the reali-
ties of the time to attain dorminance as
a regional power. It has remained in
government from the mid-eighteenth
century up to the present day, sumvv-
ing intermattent periods of weakness
and political mntroversion that preoe-
cupied it from time to ime

THE KEY TO OMAN'S
GEOGRAPHIC PERSONALITY

A map 15 no mere collection of
lines and elevations, moeky heiphts and
depths, mountains, plains and valleys.
Before all else, ittells the story of rman's



OMAN'S NAMES

Cman has been known by several names over
the eourse of its history. The best known are Magan,
Mezoun and Oman, each of wlich has a specific
cultumal or historical conno@ton

The Sumenans had trading and
maritime links with Oman and in thewr languape the

extensive

rame Mapan was associated with the shipbuilding
and copper smelting for which the country was
famwus. Sumeran fablets refer to present-day Cman
as the Land of Magan

Mezoun is derived from the word muzn, which
means clouds and abundant flowing water —
reflecting the fact that water was plentiful in Cman
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in earlier times in comparison with neighbounng
Armb countries. This could account for Oman's
agricultural prosperity from earhier times, as well as
the development of its ervilization.

The name Oman has been linked o the migration
of Amb tribes from a place i Yemen called Uman
Some of these tribes lived on the plains and earmed
their hivelihood from agriculture and fishing, while
others settled in the interior and desert regions
working as herdsmen and shephends
It has also been suggested that Oman may hawve been
named after Uman the son of the Prophet Abrmham or
Uman the son of Saba , who was the sonof Abmham's

son Jokian,

The Mustim geograpler, cartrographer, Egyptelogist aud traveller, Abn Abdnllak M okammecd ibu Sharif al
Idrisis world map, rectanguiar, 1192AD, oricuted with South at the top.



Left to right — His Majesty
Suftan Qaboos Tin Said, Sayyid
Tatnrer in Faisal al Brsaidi,
Sayyid Taimnr bin Faisal in
Tirkd al Busaidi, Sayyid Faisal
bin Toork bine Snid al Bres midi,
Smyyd Toorks bine Said Iin Swiltan
al Busaidi, Sayyid in Sudtan Iin
Alimed al Brusaidi.

NAMES OF THE IMAMS AND SULTANS OF THE AL BUSAID STATE

Reipn Reign
Haxx From/To AD From/tm AH

1  Imam Ahmed bin S5aid bin Ahmed Albusaidi 1744-1775 11571189
2  Imam 5aid bin Ahmed bin Said Albusaidi 17751779 11851193
3 Sayyd Hamad bin Said bin Ahmed Albusaidi 1778-1792 1103-1207
4 Saypnd Sulanbin Ahmed bin Said Albusaidi 1792-1804 12071219
5 Sayyid Badrbin Saifbin Ahmed Albusaidh 1804-1807 12191222
6 Sayynd Zaid bin Sultan bin Ahmed Albusaidi 1807-1850 12221273
7 Gayyd Thuwaim bin Said bin Sultan Albusaidi  1856-1866 12731283
8 Sayyid Salimbin Thuwaini bin Said Albusaid: 1806-1868 123831285
9 Imam Azzanbin Qais bin Azzan Albusaidi 18881871 12851288
10 Sayyid Turks bin Said bin Sultan Albusaidi 1871-1888 1285-1300
11 Sayyid Fassalbin Tudki bin Said Albusaids 1888-1913 1306-1332
12 Sayyd Taimourbin Faisal bin Turkd Albusaidi 19131932 13321351
13 Sayyd 3aid bin Taimour bin Faisal Albusaidi 1932-1970 1351-13%
14 HM Sultan Qaboos bin Said 1970 1930
IMAMS of the 15th CENTURY AD IMAMS of the 1Tth CENTURY AD
{12th Century Hijra) (Iith Centunry Hijra)
Sultan bin Murshad Al Yaribi Bilarab bin Sultanbin Saif al Yarubi
Bilarab bin Himyar Al Yarubi Sulanbin Saifbin Malik Al Yarubt
Saif bin Sultan bin Saifbin Sultanbin Massirbm Murshid Al Yarubi
Malik Al Yarubs
Mohammed bin Nazser bin Amerbin IDMAMS of the 16th CENTURY AD
Famthah bin Fhamis Al Ghatr (1th Century Hijra)
Yarub bin Bilarab bin Sultan bin Saif Abdullah bin Mohammed Al
bin Malik Al Yarubd Charn Al Manha
Al Muhannah bin Sultan Al Yarubi Oman bin Al Qasim
Sultan bin Saif Sultan Al Yarubi Barakatbin Mohammed bin
Saifbin Sultan Qaid Al Ardh Al Yandw Iemail al Kharum



Mohammed bin Email bin Abdullah
bin Mohammed Al Haden Al Eharus

IMAMS of the 15th CENTURY AD
{9th Century Hijral

Abu Al Haszan bin Abdulsalam Al
Mazwni

Ahmed bin Omar bin Mohammed Al
Dhank:

Omar Al Shanf

Mohammed bin Suletman bin Ahmed
Omar bin Khatabbin Mohammed bin
Hamed

Shadhan bin Salt bin Malik Al Kharus
Abu Al Haszsan bin Fhamus bin Amer
Malik bin Hawarn bin Malik

Al Hawan bin Malik

KINGS OF THE NABHAN DYNASTY
Makhzum bin Falah

Mudhafarbin Suleiman

Armarbin Falah

Suleiman bin Mudhafar

Falahbin Mushinbin Suleiman (one of
the most famous Nabhan Fings)
Sullanbin Sultan

Tahmas bin Sultan

Mudhafarbin Sultan

Sultan bin Mohsin bin Suleiman bin
Mabhan

KINGS OF OMAN FROM THE 13th
and 14th CENTURIES AD (7th to the
9th Centuries Hijra)

Suleiman bin Suleiman bin Mudhafar
Al Nabhani

Huzam bin Suleiman bin Mudhafar

Suleiman bin Mudhafarbin Suleiman
Mudhafarbin Suleimanbin Mudhafar
Abu Mohamed bin Mabhan

Fahlan bin Omarbin Nabhan
Cmarbin Mabhan

Abu Al Ma'ali Eahlanbin Nabhan
Abu Mohanmmed Nabhan bin Dhuhl
Abu Abdullah Mohammed bin Ahmed
bin Crmar

Abu Ehag brahim bin Abi Omarbin
Muamar bin Mohammed bin Amerbin
Mabhan

Abu Al Amab Yanb bin Cmar

Abu Al Hassan Dhuhal bin Omar

Abu Al Qasimbin Omar bin
Mohammed bin Amrbin Nabhan

Abu Mohammed NMabhan bin Omar bin
Mabhan

Abu Hussein Ahmed bin Omarkbin
Nabhan

IMAMS of the 12th CENTURY AD
(6th Century Hijra)

Mohammed bin Khanbash bin
Mohammed

Fhanbash bin Mcohammed bin Hisham
Moosa bin Abi Al Ma'aly bin Moosa bin
Nejad

Mohammed bin Abi Ghassan Al
Fhanusi (of the people of Manah)

IMAMS of the Iith CENTUEY AD (5th
Century Hijra)

Al Ehalil bin Abdullah bin Omar bin
Mohammed bin Al Imam Al Ehalil ban
Shadhan Al Fharusi

Mohamred bin Ghassan bin Abdullah

10/11



al Kharusi

Amirbin Fashid bin Al Waleed Al
Fhamisi

Pashid bin Ali Al Fharusi

Hafs bin Bashid bin Said

Pashid bin Said al Yahmadi

Al Fhalil bin Shadhanbin Al Saltbin
Malik Al Fharusi

IMAMS of the 10th CENTURY AD
(4th Century Hijra)

Fashid bin Al Waleed Al Kindi

Said bin Al Abdullahban Mohammed
bin Mahboaob Al Guraisha

INMAMS of the 9th CENTUEY AD
(3rd Century Hijra)

Al Hakam bin Al Milaa Al Bahn (who
settled im Su'al near Mizwa)
Mohammed bin Yazd Al Eindy (who
settled in MNizwa)

Omar bin Mohammmed bin Matraf

Al Hawan bin Matraf Al Hadan (who
settled i Mizwra)

Al Hassanbin Said Al Sahtani (who
settled in WNizwa, but who was
originally from Bani Fharmoos)

Al Saltbin Qasim Al Kharusi
Abdullahbin Mohammed Al Hadand,
known as Abi Said Al Qummat
Azzanbin Al Hazbar Al Malik (from
Falb Al Yamad)

Al Saltbin Al Qasim Al Fharusi (from
the people of Nizwa)
Mohammed bin Al Hassanal Fharus:
(from the Fasha family of Rustaqg)
Azmnbin Tarmm Al Kharusi

Fashid bin Al Nadhar Al Yahmadi Al
Kharusi

Al Saltbin Malik Al Eharisi

Al Muhanna bin Jaifar Al Yahmadi
Abdulmalik bin Humaid (from Bamni
Ali bin Saweda)

IMAMS of the 5th CENTURY AD
(2nd Centwry Hijra)

Ghassanin Abdullah Al Fharum

Al Wanthbin Ka'ab Al Fharusi
Mohammed bin Abs Affan (from Al
Yamad)

Al Tulanda bin Masood bin Jaifarbin
Al Tulanda bin Bani Al Julanda bin
Ma'awalah Ibn Shams

IMAMS of the Tth CENTURY AD (lst
Centwny Hijra)

Mohammed bin Janah Al Hinai

Janah bin Abbad bin Qais bin Amer
Al Hinas

Ziyad ban Al Muhalb

Sulemman and Said (sons of Abbad ban
Abd bin Al Julanda)

Abbadbin Abd Al Julanda

Jaifar and Abd, sons of Al Tulanda bin
Al Mustakbir

PRE-ISLAM

Abd Izzbin Ma'avralahbin Shams
Hunna'ah bin Malik bin Fahm

Malik bin Fahm bin Ghanembin Dus
bin Adnanbin Abdullahbin Zahman
bin Ka'ab bin Hanith

bin Abdullah bin Masrbin Azd



interaction with the land. The men of
this eountry tamed nature and marked
the land indelibly and in many diverse
ways over ime and tide.

Oman oceuptes an excephonally
stratege position, and this 15 reflected
in the polities and choiees it has made
and the manner in which it has han-
dled many issues and developments.
[t zits to the far south eastof the Araka-
an Peninsula between latitudes 16 401
and 26.20M and longitudes 51 50E and
5940 E Itz 3,165 ks of coastline ex-
tend from the far south east, where the
Arabian Sea meets the Indian Oeean, to
the Gulf of Oman, runmung north as far
a5 Musandam along the Strit of Hor-
muz, which marks the entrance o the
Armab Gulf Beyond ite south western
border lies the Republic of Yemen To
the west is Saudi Ambia, to the north
the United Amb Emirates. It owns a
tew small islands in the Gulf of Oman
and Strait of Hommz, ineluding Sala-
ma and its ‘dauphters,” Masuah and
the Hallinymat group in the Ambian
Sea. It straddles the Tropie of Cancer,
sharing a place with the planet’s hot,
arid zones, and a tropical elimate ex-
tends to the south of the country

It 15 from this location that some of
the world's oldest and most important
sea trading lanes have been controlled,
for example the sea route between the
Amb Gulf and Indian Ocean Here
also was the departure point of the
caravans that followed routes across
the Arabian Peninsula to link its east
ern and western shores and north with
south. Oman has an area of 309,500 sq
km The Hajar mountain range amches
down from the Bu'us Al Jibal in Ras

Musandarnalongside the Strait of Hor
iz from the eountry’s north eastern
to souith western extremifies, reaching
2 height of 3,000 mefres in the Jabal Al
Akhdar region.

In the Musandam povernorate,
comprising the provinees of Ehasab,
Madha, Daba and Bukha, the moun-
tains soar 1,800 metres above sea
level The Strait of Hommiz separates
the coasts of Oman and Ian, with the
navipable portion lying closer to the
Omani shore.

To Omams, the Hapr chain of
mountains resembles a vertebral eol-
umn. So the distriet fnnping the shore
of the Oman Gulf berame known as
the Batinah, ie the ‘belly’ of the moun-
tain, while the land to the west of the
hiphlands 15 Ad Dhahirmh (or back’)
The Batinah iz the coastal shoreline
carved out by the valleys that slope
down from the mountains. It pushes
inland toa depth of from 15 to 80 kms
and 15 more than 300kms long Itis the
Sultanate’s principal aprieultural area
and contains the gardens irripated by
pround waters that range northwards
from Museat to the border of the UAE

Ad Dhahirah — the back’ of the
Hajar mountains, skirts the interior
lenpth of the mnge and 15 composed of
alluwvial plans and valleys that trail off
in the easterly direction tomeet the des-
ert. The mountain chain itself is eut by
several valleys, the broadest of which
15 Wadi Samail, eonnecting the coastl
eity of Muzeat with Izki and Nizwa in
the interior The mpounfainous high
lands that strike out to the west from
this valley are known as the West Hajar
Another series of mountains to the east
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The diverse landscape of Onan:

— Jebel Shams, burgeowing vegeta -
tion after the mous oon in Dl ofar,
aund a perfect sumsct at the Barr
Al Hilanan.

of Wadi Samail defines an area known
as Al Hajar As Shargi or Eastern Hapr
The highest point of the Al Hajar ranpe
is Jabal Shams in the interios nsing o
3,000 metres above sea level.

The shoreline narmowes at the Al
Qurm heights at Museat, where the
meky eoastline is fretted with inlets, re-
sembling Pas Musandam at the north-
ern extrernty of the country It then
bmoadens gradually south of Museatto
Ras Al Hadd.

From Ras Al Hadd to Al Mudayrib
in the east to the Masimh Gulf coast the
Fimal Al Sharqiyyah or Eastern Sands
extend as far as the eye cansee. South-
west of Masirah island lies a remote
area of level, rocky ground which goes
by the name of iddat Al Harasiz. West
of the Fimal Al Sharqiyyah or Eastern
Sands, a broad streteh of flat stony land
15 erossed by a senes of north-south
widis, Wadi Halfayn and Wadi Andam
being notable among them.

On the shoreline of the Armabian
Sea a 560-km stretch of the Sultanate
i5 watered by eopious seasonal mins. It
divides into a coastal plain some eight
to ten kilometres deep and is home to
Galalah and the other unloyat of Dhofar
Governorate,

WATER AND SAND - A NEVER-
ENDING STANDOFF

The diversity of the Sultanate’s dif-
ferent regions was a dominant factor in
ereating from Oman's geography a na-
tional resowwe — 3,165 kms of coastline
cut by long and deepbays; inland the
mountains where man settled moeky
uplands from the most aneient times,
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The bearty of Barr Al Jissak i
Museat, Wadi Daygak in Wadi
Dama Wa At Taiywyin, and symrise at
Khalnfin the Wista region.

to wvalleys ecarved from these moun-
tains and deserts, all combining to
form a eomplete natural landscape.
This reach and diversity shaped a
natural and political capital resoume;
became a provider of national wealth,
fostered a network of regional and na-
tional connection As a significant eon-
sequence of their homeland's unique
coordinates, Omanis sailed the high
seas, conquered oreans and benefited
as the Sultanate became a prvotal por-
tal between two worlds — on the one
hand the Far East, represented by In-

dia, China and South East Asia, and
on the other East Africa, Egypt and,
beyond, Western Europe.

It was Oman's destny that it
should become an amphibious power,
one foot on land and the other on the

water, its power straddling features of
earth and sea to alternating degrees.
And if it was the call of the sea that
for the most part prevailed over the
draw of the land - and dunng every
period when the Omaras left the land
and emssed the oceans, sea and land
shared an alternating resonance - the
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land lent erucial depth to the progress
of man's development, to the evolu-
Hon of farming and the advance of
civilization The sea was a living me-
diumn for the export of thas eivilization
and its human wvalues. And all of the
significant works accomplished tock
place when land and sea interacted
smoothly against the backpround of
anideal geographieal landseape

ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISCOVERIES
Oman's ancient history  would
have remained shmouded in darkness

e _.__,_: _-ri - e

were it not for the generous capae-
ity of ancient Arab soumes and some
foreign soumes to provide informa-
tion that was sometimes massing and
sometmes ineorrect. From the sart of
the modern Omani Renaissance, seien-
tific expeditions have continued to un-
eover archaeclogical remaing and hawve
succeeded in uneovering evidence of
populous commmundities along Cman's
eastern and western shores going back
as far as the sixth mallennium BC. Ex-
cavations have found other comumun-
ties at the Al Qurm site near Museat

— .
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The Eastern Sands iu the
Shargiyyak region and the
Hrgfin the Wusta regi o
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{Top) Rock

art dated to the

ist Millennirm BC in

Shanual, Al Qabil in the
Shariqiyyalk region.

{Belowe) Copper earring and
uecklace formd in Samad As Shawn,
Al Mudhaibi (300BC-793AD ) and
a crescent-shaped ivony comb
decorated with hollowed donbie
circles whick was tmperted from
India bt discovered at Ras al Jinz,
Snr (3rd millenuinmm BC ).
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that date to the fifth mallennium BC
with the unearthing of burial sites and
the remains of food and personal ittems
sugpesting that the settlers of thas site
enpaged in fAshing, while some hunted
for gazelle in the valleys of Oman's in-
terior. Male and female jewellery wmas
found, pointing to a certain degree of
techrieal prowess and sophistication

Published studies deseribe a har
vest of archaeological finds that con-
firmn the existence of ancient commu-
nities who enpaged in an organased
manner in econormic and political
achvity and mainfained external re-
lations with many other lands. In a
study publiched by P Costa and TJ.
Wilkinson on the Schar distriet, the
authors furnished abundant informa-
ton on minng and aprieultural and
merchant communities in the region
whose historieal origins po back to the
deepest past and continue all the way
up to the Llamie ema.

Simular studies conducted 1n Imgq
show the use of copper from the fourth
century BC shipped from Oman by
way of the Gulf,

From the middle of the second mdl-
lennium BC the use of iron began to
have broader influence, especally for
the manufarture of weapons. Thas was
to reduce demand for copper and new
comumodities emerged for trading. The
forus of Oman's tading actvity be-
gan fo reorient itself for the most part
towards the west and north, to join up
with the farreaching caravan tade
fromthe southof the Arabian Perunsula
that passed by way of the Frankinrense
Poute. With the falloff in demand for
copper, Omanis found a replacement
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in frankincense, horses and Indian and
Thinese produets. Later it would turmn
its attention to the spice trade and the
export of traditional erafts, such as the
product of the farming crafts practhsed
by Omanis sinee the earliest times
They excelled at the delivery of water
by way of afly and springs. Evidence
portrayed in econtempotary studies
stmngly confirms the Omanis’ spe-
eial ability to interaet with nature and
theiradepiness at exploibing 1t to ereate
setiled commmunities of a civilizational
model which all indications point o
hawvingbeen haghly advanced.

LAND OF TIMBEE, FRECIOUS
STONES AND SEAGOING SHIFS

It i= an established historieal fact
that Oman had tading links with the
other states of the Amab Gulf before the
southern parts of Iraq became organ-
15ed in or around 5000 BC, and that
Cmara ships wisited the ancient eihes
of Irag. When this area became settled
and rural farming communities began
to transform gradually into eities, their
need for tmber and copper and pre-
eious stones grew inimportance

Ships from Majan and Dilmun
wioiild drop anchor in Iraqg's ports. Cu-
neiform texts refer to Omani eities and
thewr extensive reach info the trade that
linked Iraq withother Gulf portsbefore
the emergence of Sumenan merchant
activity. Among the most important of
these eities was Maloukha, which in
the cuneiform texts means “the purest
materials " Itis a deseriphion which res-
onates closely with the type of goods
wihich the inhabitants of Mesopotanua
were immporting from Maloukha — the
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Several types of falay fwater cliom -
nel) exist in Oman. Here a cross
scction of a ganat (mdcrgrommd)
falaj which taps water from be-
Toww growmd, ic either vud ergromd
springs or arens where the water
table in the gravels close to the

w ovnrtains is abeve the grommd level
on the plafus.



ancient name for the Fas Al Hadd re-

gion Sargon, the Akkadian momnareh,
recorded that he had mported teak
and marble from Maloukha. Gudea,
Prince of Lagash, 2125/ 2110 BC, noted
in turn that among the commod:-
ties he had imported from Ma-
loukha were preeious stones,
garments, lapis lazuli, copper,
zine and gold and that these
itemns were charactenized by
purity, elarity and good qual-
ity
In the wntngs of Gudea
also appears the name of the
town, Joban immmediately
following the eity Maloukha
and Majan He refers to it as
the home of the Mweloub or he-
lout tree, which was imported
from Mapn Experts in cunei-
form studies pinpointed the lo-
cation of the eity of Joban in the
Jabal Al Akhdar region, beeause
this region was the only one in
the south of the Armbian Pen-
msula which had trees pmo-
ducing the tmbers sought by
Iaq. It should be said that the
name of this region 15 not men-
tioned in the cuneiform sourees
which precede the rule of Prince
Gudea As such it is likely that this
city began to assume its comumnercial
impartanee i the last quarter of the
¥ millennium BC Prior to this it was
Majan that exported wood. Cuneiform
studies confirm that trade in the Amb
Gulf in aneient times was limited fo
Omanand Imq. As to the restof the eit-
ies, they were merely anchora ges

{Top) The movmtains of Dhofar

{Abeve) ‘The arclhitect with n
plan’, the headless diorite statue
af Gudea, Prince of Lagash, circa
2I00BC. Gndea Teft the Tongest
Farown inscriptions in Siouerian.

Eardy cuneiform experts are agreed
that the modern name for ancient
Majan iz Oman and that the memchants
of Mesopotamia mmported diorite from
there and 1t was supplied by Omamn
ships at the request of Iraqe mermchants
as farbackas 2284/ 2340BC The Iraqs
fawvoured diorite over pold, wsing it
to mamufacture eylindrical zeals and
weights —because of its hardness and
seareify in lraq — in order to pre-empt
forgery and cormuphion,

The traders of Maloukha also sup-
plied Irag wath timber, choosing seleet
vareties and shapping these firom In-
dia. Meanwhile, the cuneiform charae-
ters with which the city of Majan was
written confirm its renown as a centre
of memhant shipbuilding The eity
title was presented in the form of twao
charaeters, ‘Ma’, meaning ‘ship’, and
‘fan’, meaning a ‘skeleton’ or 'frame
5o Majan meant 'ship skeleton’

Supporting this thesis 15 the faet
that Oman duning the Abbasnid era
and up to the bepinning of the 19% cen-
tury was known for its shap-building
expertise and on that basis it is pos-
gible to say that it was Majan that sup-
plied Dilmwin — present-day Bahmain
— with seapoing vessels, as it did the
other trading centres of the Arab Gulf
in early times.

THE TRADE IN FREANKINCENSE
Dhofar played an effective mle in
aneient history as a principal source
of frankincense and gum, prime com-
modities erjoyingmajorsignificance in
the ancient world. In thes way it grined
the attention of historians beginningin



400 BC wath Herodotus, to Pliny and
Ptolemy and up to Strabo and Diodor
us. All of these remarked on the impor
tanee of frankineense and gum in early
trade and jointly conceded that the
demand for fankineense did not com-
pare with that of any other comunodity,
The port of Fas Fortak, Jabal Qamar,
was where the franlancense and pum
wias shipped o the seattered ports of
the aneient world. The overland route
began west of Dhofar, heading south
to the tip of the Ambian Peninsula,
then northwards towards Majan and
onto Gaza, thenee to Egypt One of the
most important moutes desenbed by
eary geographers was the route link-
ing Dhofar on the eastern zide of the
Peninsula with Sumer in Iraq.

Omaniz did not limit themselves to
the export of raw frankincense. They
added to it lubricants that transformed
it into the incense used in relipious
rituals, medical treatments and the
healing arts. This commodity gained
great signaficance in the cormmerce
of the Late Stone Age Studies o
of early cuneiform point
to Iraq's being reli-
ant on the frank-
incense  and
BUI cIREr
plied by
Dhofar

from around 5000 BC, as its demand
grew for incense, perfumes and pum.

The Message of the Prophet (FEUH)
to the People of Oman

Historical sowves say that the
Propghet (FEBUH) sent a letter wath
Abi Zayd Al Ansari to Jaifar and
Abd Al Julanda in 6AH/ 627TAD, then
sent another with Amr bin Al "Aas in
BAH/S629AD and a thard to the people
af Oman, which was desenbed by Abu
Shaddad Al Damand of the Dama eclan
as saying 'From Mohamed the Mes-
senger of Allah to the people of
Cman, Deeclare the testmony
that there 1z no God but
Allah and that I am
the Messenger of
Allah. Give the

zakat and fre- i
quent the L
/rfﬂf
_,,.a:".
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(Top) Glolmies of D kofart franfan-
cense, aud (Below) A model of the
Ghanjal-type of dhoe,

(Overlenf) Khawr Rawri

(St larion ) in D kofar was a
settlewment of major tup ertance
betiocen the 3rd ceutrry BC and the
5th eentiry AD.
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The removated AT Midlimar M osqne
in Symuail is belicved to be the first
baaft in Owian.

mosque or you will face invasion ' A
fourth letter was recerved by Abdal-
lah bin Ali Al Thamali and Messellia
bin Hazzan when approaching the
Proghet (FEUH) with a party of thear
tribespeople, they converted to klam
and offered the allegiance of thewr
tribe. The Prophet wirote to them and
impaosed on thern the oblipation to give
alms from their wealth

Az a consequence of this letter
and ansing from direct confaet with
the Prophet (FBUH) by some Cma-
nis, individually and in groups, Elam
took hold in Oman and spread far
and wide Instrumental in this spread
was the fact that the Prophet was re-
sponsible for the Al Julanda succeed-
ing to the rule of Cman subject to their
adopting Islam and he delegated Amr
bin Al'Aas o colleet zrkat from the
country's wealthy and distnbute it fo
its poor and needy inhabitants.

And so it i5 no surprse that we
find the Prophet calling cn the people
of Oman, saying "Allah was mereiful
to the people of Ghubaira - of Oman.
They believed in me and they did not
dissimulate .’

The Prophet's call to the people of
Omman would nothave been good had it
notbeen for the fact that it was support-
ed by their adoption of Ilam in a man-
nier that was sineere and unblenmushed.

The Omamd State played a crucial
mle in the propapation of klam in East
Africa. In the 7* century AH many
Omanis miprated to East Africa and
the expdus to the African eoast con-
tinued beyond that date Omanis were
mostly responsible for the spread of
Elam in Upanda, the Upper Conpn,

Pwanda and Burundi, as well as the
Tanganyikan interior, especially after
Zanzibar became a central beacon of
Elam and civilization with the exten-
sion of Oman's power to East Afnica in
1248 AH /1832 AD under Sayynd Sad
bin Sultan.

For long ages Oman drew to itzelf
the attention of explorers and impe-
maliste. Portugal’s reach extended to
Oman's eoastal eites. Under the rule
of the Ya'ruba, from 1624 AD, the Por-
tuguese were suecessfully expelled
trom the coast.

Imam Ahmed bin Said Al Busaidi,
who became the acknowledged lead-
er of the Imamate in 1744 AD, man-
apged to put down internal strife and
to unify the country and build a solid
naval power He sureeeded in restor
ing trade o the Omam ecoast Owera
peniod of two and a half centunes the
Al Busaidi Sate mainfained ifs place
among the list of countries that had
a demonstrable and sipmficant im-
pact in the modern eivilised world. It
opened up relations with Eumope and
America. In 1840, under the reipn of
Jayynd 5aid bin Sulfan, the M/V Sul-
tmne was dispatehed to Ameriea carry-
ing gifts, and this marked the startofa
stong frendship maintained wath the
New World to this tme.

In the Renaissance era of His Maj-
esty Jultan Caboos bin Said (eom-
menring on 232 July 1970), may Allah
preserve and proteet him, the Sultan-
ate of Oman is passing thiough a new
and unprecedented time, a time in
which dignity has been restored, in
which Oman has returned o interna-
tional sigruficance and influence.
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QABOOS

THE LEADER AND THE MAN

Ovwer the forty years of its modem Renaissance Oman hias never
strayed from te core vision set forth by its leader —a vision rooted
in the need to confront backwoardess with progress, to replnce
fragmentation with national wiity and coltesiveness, to lenve
beltind ignorance and obscurity and emerge into the light of a
contemporary state, with its complex lawws and institutions. The
way forward was one in which a fiordamental slhift in enltuwre had
to be acknowledged as a destiny that conld not be aveided. There
conld be no standing on the sidelines, lenving the past to clear its
oun debris. The new Oman wonld excavate the neglected treasnres
buried beneath its sands, nse science and system ratier than

randow favonr to karvest tiee fruits of land and sea. At a practical
level, there were many compelling needs: a need to wmdertake the
restoration and maintenance of the corortry’s many historic citadels,
forts aned wosqnes; a need to rescie Oman'’s majestic oryx, ifs rare
mied wiquee birdlife, the green turtles in its bays, and to protect them
in their native habitat. There were roads fo be paved, villages to be
electrified, new hospitals fo be bialt, iuiversities, airports, sea ports
to be inangurated, even as listory and tradition were hononred in
thee regeneration of decaying citadels and ancient sougs.

It short, it was crucial that Owman be brouglt into alignment with
thee contemporary world, that it leam to speak its lwgnage and
adopt its techmology, witile retaining its time-old heart and the
marks of its illustrions and singuiar listory.

This was the spirit in which His
Majesty Sultan Qaboos, on 23 July
1970, embarked on a wvoyage that
would mark him as an inspired leader,
marked by destiny and the destny
of his eountry to steer a course, with
wise and calm intellipenee, that would
guzide it to safe waters

THE CHARACTER OF THE LEADER

Hiz Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin
Said was born in Salalah in the Gow-
emorate of Dhofar, on 18 November

1940. He 15 descended from the Imarmn
Ahmed bin Said (1744-1783), founder
of the Al Busaidi Royal line. It was Al
Busaidi who quelled the fires of inter
neeine strife which had overwhelmed
hus eountry at that time and sowed the
seeds of 1ts umty, before going on to
build a powerful naval fleet Today he
iz still held in high repard by Omanis
for hiz suee ess in unifying the country
after extended eivil wars.

Hiz Majesty received his early
schooling in Oman. Then in Septem-
ber 1958 hus father, the late Sultan Said
bin Taimour sent him to England to
complete hiz education He attended
private schools in Suffolk for two
years before entering the Poyal Mik-
tary Academy at Sandhurst as a eca-
det in 1960. On passing out two years
later he joined the Camemmian Fepg-
ment and was posted imatially to West
Germany, then completed a G-month
duty assignment while underpoing
a programme of study in leadershup.
Cn completing his military traiming,
he returned to Brifain to pursue a one-
year study inloeal povernment, which
he combined with a series of supple-
mentary eourses in administration
His father then encoura ged ham to un-
dertake a world tour, whach lasted for
three months,

In 1964 His Majesty returned to
Oman and settled in 3alalah close to
has father Mueh of the ensuing period
he spent expanding his knowledge of
Elamie shan's, and gaining a deeper
understanding of the history and eul-
ture of has country. Ina press interview
he confessed, "It was my father's de-




termination that I should study reli-
gion and the history and culture of my
eountry and it had a marked mmpact
on me. It broadened my pemephton
and awareness of the responsibility I
bore towards my people and towards
humanaty in geneml. [ also benefited
fiom my Western education. [ sue-
cumbed to the malitary life. More re-
cently [ have had the opportunity to
read the politiral idenlogies and phil-
osophical thoughts of many leading
world thankers

This interview provides a reveal-
ing glimpee into the core beliefs that
drve Hizs Majesty as a person and
leader He managed to harmomse the
elements of a elassical education in
language, junsprudence and history
with an ocpenness to contempomry
seience. His malitary studies bore fruat
in the moulding of the institutions of
a modern State, responsible forbring-
ing prospernty, growth, stabiity and
reassurance to his people and home-
land
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His Majesty Suftan Qaboos Tnin
Smid strdied religion, history and
Iis ¢ ormitry’s endtrre as o yormyg
LT,



His Majesty in lis role as
Commander of the Armed Forces.

His Majesty 15 an awvid reader and
maintains libranes well stocked with

lexicons and learned wvolumes. He en-
courages others o read, to understand
what they read and to learn from it
This love for Arabie seience and learn-
ing, for relipion and astronomy, for
the enwironment, are gven practeal
expression in the strong personal sup-
port he offers so many cultumal prog-
ects, bath Ioeally and abroad, some-
times through UNESCO or through
other regional or international orpani-
sations.

Sultan Qaboos has a long-standing
and particular interest in projects of a
religious prientation and which pro-
mote tolerance in Elam Under his

leadership and often with his personal
backing, the government has immple-
mented a long hist of religious and
cultural projerts - mosques, learming
nstitutions which promote religious
and cultumal awareness in society
The Sultan Qaboocs Grand Mosque
in Museat Gowvernorate, established
to become a beacon in disseminating
religion and culture, iz a jewel in the
State’s broad mosque-building plan.
Az a service to research work in
the Sultanate His Majesty instrueted
that within the Sultan Qaboos Grand
Mosque complex should be a cultural
centre ecomprising a multipurpose
hall, a eenfre for Omanid studies which
would serve as a primary resource, en-






trussted with the function of gathering
and documenting all unaversity and
Omarni studies dealing with aspects
of the Sultanate. This will gradually
build to become a national resource
and a hentage for future penerations
of Cmanis, as well as a particularboon
to researchers and thinkers in all fields
of intelleetual endeavour

His Majesty balances a broad spee-
trum of interests and personal econ-
cerns that oeeupy what spare time he
has away from the preoccupations of
State. He 15 a skilled equestnian and a
lower of horses. He has built extensive
stables and a breeding facility and he
iz never absent from the annual horse
racing fixtures at Midan Al-Adiyat in

i

As Seeb. Indeed thmoughout the 5ul-
tanate he has overseen the ereation
of a roster of racing and equestnan
events, while refaining a special inter
est in and fondness for purebred Arm-
bian raeing camels

It is Sultan Qaboos’ broad love for
the natumal environment that has g
en Oman its many natire reserves and
sanctuaries, some of which are listed
with the International Union for the
Conservation of Mature

Hiz Majesty has a well-developed
and refined appreciation of the arts
and his eclectic tastes extend to the
worlds of the elassical composers, of
opera, of Amb traditional and mili-
tary musie. It was the Sultan person-

—_—_———
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ally who sponsored the construction
of the Royal Opera House in Qurm

in the Museat Governorate and who
nurtures the ereation and perfor
mance of music in its many expres-
sions. He iz, meantime, a competent
amateur photographer, arbst and
painter. As an ardent supporter of
the artisan crafis, he fosters the pro-
mption and retention of traditional
eraftemanship as a rich and living
legaey of Oman's past.

Ielamie architecture is a parbeular

foeus of the Sultan’s attention and he
iz eareful to ensure that its manifesta-
tions in the Sultanate conform to the
elegant lines of traditional design. The
Qaboos Prize for Architecturs was a
personal expression of this partality
and resolve to preserve and maintain
hipgh standards of artistry, ereativity
and content in architecture. There iz a
visible spirit of innovation and avant-
gardisrn among Oman's arehatects and
itis a tribute to His Majesty's zeal and
vision that the Sultanate of Oman can



claim to hawve upheld superb stan-
dards in the profession, as reflected in
the singular and harmomous style of
its public butldings. Oman is an excep-
tional model to eountries sethngout to
protect their heritage and identity and
there is a prace and balance in the way
its eontemporary architecture blends
with the ald

His Majesty’s immersion in lit-
erature and the arts has undoubtedly
contnbuted to the tansparency of
his style of leadership. Tolerance and
melusiveness are ity outstanding and
constant features and express them-
selves in every aspeet of his adminis-
tration. He 15 a eompassionate leader,
given to indulgence and dispensation

in his polieies, policies distilled from
an educated and bmad intelligence, a

genuine understanding of life and an
all-encompassing humamty,

Sultan Qaboos bin Said, in both hes
public and prvate bearnng projects
warnnth and modesty in equal measure.
In has public encounters, when visiting
represenfative gioups or tounng wl-
lages, he 15 humble and approachable,
and will leave his car to walkalonggzide
elders who hawve come to meet lum He
listens to them with an open and hu-
mare heart. This ease of connection 15
expressed in all hus huoman interaetions,
as when he responds to small children
sent to greet him with a smile and a re-
assuring pat on the head.
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Sinee the early years of the Fenais-
sanee Sultan Qaboos has often reiter-
ated, "Ourinternal stratepy at home is
to build our eountry and to offer all of
its eitizens a eomfortable and dignified
life. This iz an objective we can only
achieve if the people will share wath
us the burden of responsibility and the
task of achuewving this propress "

Sultan Qaboos has more than ful-
filled the promises he made to his peo-
ple and 40 years into the Renaissance
the Sultanate has been transformed
intn a thriving modern country It
has pursued a steady path of pmog-
ress and, by the Will of Allah and the
wise admuimstration of its leader has
berome an oasis of peace, trust and

dim
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stability. Its strong economy is eapable
of eontinued growth and upward mo-
mentum of a form compatible with the
demands of today's knowledge-based
soeieties. It has the dynarmism to drive
the ereation of a modern State, its in-
sttutions built on the basis of pnn-
ciples and puarantees laid down by
the founding regime, designed to en-
sure cohesion and complementarity
between its various supporhing strue-
tures.

In the bmoad context of human de-
velopment Ormanis today bive in a eh-
mate of excephonal stEbility and ma-
terial comfort. Sultan Qaboos bin Sasd
never shrank from the challenges in-
volved in bringing hus country to thas
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His Majesty is well -Fueun for his
Tove of Islmmic architecture. Here
with o wodel af the Suttau Qaboos
Grand Mosque in Muscat, desigued
as a miajor veligions and enltral
cemire.

Awn admirer of the arts, His Majesty
las fine aesthetic tastes.



place and parteipated energetically
from the start in ifs reconstruetion

MILESTONES IN THE RULE OF HM
SULTAN QABOOS BIN 5AID

In the forty years that Sultan Qa-
boos has riled Oman, three nmle-
stones stand out The first of these,
and the foundation for the others, was
the achievement for his country of
national and soeial eohesion and the
restoration of Oman's politieal and re-
gional integration



The second milestone was the in-
stitution of the fundamental basis for
the modern State that iz Oman today a
basis that revolves on equality, justice
and human rights, secured by means
of the essential components of demoe-
racy; the rule of law and separation of
POWeErS.

The third milestone iz embodied
in the process that culminated in the
institution of free elections open to all
eitizens, male and female, writhout dis-

erimination.

Each of these landmark achiewve-
ments 15 stamped with the personal
mark of His Majesty's politeal pha-
losophy and is derived from a deep
understanding of Oman's hustory, an
intellipent prasp of its realities and an
enlightened wision of its future.

From the very outset of his rule,
Sulan Qaboos was careful to dis-
mantle the twin seourges of dualism
and fragmentation, both formidable
features of the era. He took care also
af the details — for instance the name

Islmm cafls for peace mmongst
peopile and wations.
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by which Oman was known at the
time was the “Sultanate of Muscatand
Oman” — and the details tell a great
deal about a time that was macked by
moving pangs, polarsation and ecalls
for devolution and rebellion

Sultan Caboos relied on five inter-
eonnected strategies to weld the coun-
try together and secure social cohe-
sion. He reined in the momenturn to-
wiards division, restoring political and
regional unity to Oman, and turned it
into a nation for all Omamis by seeking
recourse to elements of soeial connee-
tion as a positive replacement for the
negative daw of fmgmentation and
schistn. He developed and extended
the S@te's admimstrative apparatus
to make 1t more compatible wnith the
goals of a comprehensive dewelop-
ment strategy on the one hand, while
converting it into an instrument for
ntegration and cohesion at loeal and
national lewvel.

Thirdly he initiated a eomprehen-
sive study of the diverse components
that mmpacted internally on this ad-
minstative apparatus, an outeome of

wihich was a dimunution of trbal in-
fluence, which retreated pradually be-
fore the encompassing authority and
oversight of the State,

The fourth stratepy consisted in
the adoption of a foreign poliey that
served Oman's internal poals of de-
velopment and stability. He began a
process of resolving all border issues
with neighbouring countries, and that
ineluded Oman’s manne boundaries.
At the heart of the Sultanate’s foreign
poliey he planted firm and unbend-
ing prineiples, prineiples based on
mutual respect, non-intervention in
the internal affairs of sovereign States
and extension of the hand of friend-
ship and cooperation to all without
excephon.

The fifth and final stratepy was
to open up opportumaties for greater
partnershap by the citizens of Oman
in the administrative affairs of their
eountry and to eopper-fasten their mole
alongside that of the povernment. Thas
partnership process was intmdueed
and adwvanced by degrees, keeping
pace with the phases of development
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(Left) Sultan Qaboos is keeu to
preserve Oman'’s heritage for fidture

generniions.

{Above) His Majesty has a Tove of
animails — the Arabian Oryx were
retuwtrodnced in the Wista region in
1982,



THE SULTAN QABOOS FRIZEFOR
ENVIRONMENTAL PRESEEVATION

The Sultan Qaboos Prize for Enwimonmental
Prezervation reflects the international recopnition given
to Oman's support for the environment and sustainable
development. The Sultanate has been committed to
environmental conservation sinee the early days of the
Penaissanwe and has always sought to ensure that a
balance 12 maintained between the demands of national
development and the protection of the countiy's natural
TESOUIT 85,

The pnze, fust awarded in 1991, has been won by
individuals and institutions working on behalf of the
environment on all five continents.

The main condibhon for awarding the prize is that the
winming individuals, proups, institutes or organizations
must have made distinpuished contributions i one
of the following fields: research into the environment
and natural resources, envirmonmental educafion and
training, eneoura ging environrmental awareness through
the prepamtion of eonstructive environmental data, or
establishing and mana ginp natwal conservation areas

Year Winners

1991 Instituto de Ecologh, Vera Cruz, Mexico

19493 Professor Jan Jeruk, Czech Republie

1995 Lake Malawi National Park, Malawi

1007 Shared between the Department of Environmental Sezences, University of Alexandna,
Arab Republic of Egypt, and the Departmnent of Forest Conservation, 5n Lanka

1909 The Charles Darwin Foundation, Galapapos Elands, Republie of Ecuador

2001 Thad Assoeiation of Volunteers for the Protection of the Ervnmonment, Republie of Chad

2003 Shared between Professor Peer Johan Schei, Biodiversity Expert, Norway and the Center

- for Ecology, Venezuela.

2005 Shared between the Great Barrier Feef Marine Park Authonty, Australia and Ernesto
Enkerlin of Mexiea.
Shared between Dr Julius Ozlanyy, Director of the Institute of Landseape Eeology of the

2007 Slovak Academy of Seiences, Slovakia, and the Institute of Biodiversity Conservation,
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

2000 Autonomous Authority for National Parks (OAPN), which operates under the Spanish

- Mimstry of Enwvironment, Rural and Marine Areas







His Majesty awards Crps in his
name for excellence in sporting
aclievements, both Tocally and
interuntiennify.
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through which Omani society was
naturally progressing.

He frequently pawe expression to
the deep and many-layered connee-
tion between himself as leader and his
people, most often in the direet and
open exchanpes he encouwraged with
mernbers of the publie dunng his an-
nal tours that took in every comerand
provinee of Orman.

These combined strategie worked
together to culminate in the achieve-
ment of the first mulestone distinguish-
ing the rule of Sultan Qaboos

THE BASIC LAW OF THE STATE:
THE RULE OF LAW

5o we may say that these five in-
tertwined strategies succeeded in

achieving national unity and knithing
a closely bonded and living soeial fab-
rie, factors without whaeh any form of
econommie, social or political develop-
ment would have been near impossi-
ble. Noreould an effeetive labour fore e
hawvebeen ereated, orsuch elements of
civil soeiety as charaeterize the mod-
ern State. Mo small achievement by
any standands, this process must be
seent also as an outstanding marker in
Cman's known history, a formidable
legacy toadd to the long list of aceom-
plishaments of the last 40 years. But
there 15 another milestone that is of no
less hastonie significance, and it dates
to & MNoverrber 1996, when Hiz Maj-
esty promulpated the Basie Law of the

State, crowming a long process duning







Ou kis anunal Royal Towrs Sultan
Qaboos meets his people, whatever
their nge, aud listens to their
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which the Sultanate had managed to
build a modern State, equipped with
the institutions it needed for expres-
sion of its pusding prineiples and poli-
cieg, and clear in the orientation and
consistency of its political strategies.
The Basic Law of the Statebecame
the foundation on which the Sultan-
ate could realise further dewelop-
ment and progress and dmaw clear
ocutlines of the prineiples to which it
was commmitted both internally and
in its foreipn poliey All of these prin-

eiples hawe the common aim of bene-
finnpgthe progress of Oman's eifizens
to realisation of their personal poten-
tial, their labour skills, their educa-
tional advane ement. The eihzens of
Oman are the pivot around which
revolves every one of the adrmimnis-
tration's goals and through which all
accomplishments are achieved. It is
through their education and prepa-
ration that the many plans and pro-
gramumies and strategies will come to
fruihion.







The early days afHis Majestys
leaderslip were not ensy for Sultan
Qaboos so he took the opportumity
to listen to his people tu every
cerucr of the conmtry.

Sultan Claboos has spoken of this
approach to development, *The prin-
ciples which puide State policy in ew-
ery domain are no more than mani-
festations of a single poal, 3 means
to the realisation of a single purpose,
and that 5 to provide assistance to
the people, o advance them and their
prosperity and progress and security
and safety as eitizens of a strong and
forward-looking country, one that oe-
cupies a postbon of respeet and infle-
ence in the world at large "

The Basic Law of the State did not
linmt stself to addressing the changes of
the present era, but went beyond thas
to lay the proundwork for a secure fu-
ture that would be stble politically,
econormically and socially As a conse-
quence, Oman has in place standards
that underlie the form of the legislation
thatregulates social life inssde the coun-
try as well as the Sate's conduet of itz
foreigninteractions.

There are puiding poneiples, a
reference which can be invoked as an
authontative resouree when any issue
of differene e or subject of controversy
emerges. Everything that contradiets
the noble aspirations enshrined in the
Basie Law of the 5tate 15 voud. This
comprehensive system stself set a two-
year deadline for a review of all laws,
deerees and regulations in Oman so
that they might be stripped of any and
all aspects incompatible with Basie
Law.

The Basie Law of the State of Oman
addressed every detail of relevance fo
the wifal issues of the country’s present
and future.







The aunnal Royal Townrs of the
cormitry - a time when Snitan
Qaboos can meet his people and

Tisten to their demands and views.

Throngh this ke is able to direct

development to where it (s needed.

Firstly; the issue of human rights, as
guamanteed in Part III relating to gen-
eral rights and oblipations, prohubats
the deportation or exle of eibizens or
their prevention from returning to the
Sulanate. It renders all cibizens equal
before the law without diserimina-
tion on grounds of sex, origin eolour,
languape or relipion, sect, domdeile or
sorial status. It ensures personal free-
dom so that no indiwidual may be ar-
rested, searched, detamned, impnsoned
or plared under house arrest or restrie-

tion of liberty in the home or outside of
it, except insofar as this is compatible
with the provisions of the law; and it
does not permmit detention orimpnson-
ment in places other than those desig-
rated in the prison laws as "providing
health and soeial care” . Otizens may
not be subjected to physical or men-
tal torture, indueement or "degrading
treatment”. The law defines the pun-
ishment for breach of this ingunetion
In addition, any statement or eonfes-
sion proven to hawve been indueed or






THE ANNUAL ROYAL TOURS

His Majesty the Sultan's Foyal towurs of
the governormates and regions have a wvery
specific charaeter and funetion. Ever since
the beginning of the Sultanate’s mpdern
Renaissance His Majesty has attached pgreat
importance to them as an intepral part of
the Omari political seene and as a channel
for interaction between the leadership and
members of the public wherever they may
happen to be. Equally important is the fact
that the tours lead to significant achievements
in the economde, development. soeial and
political fields,

During the tours His Majesty meets local
sheikhs, dipnitames and members of the
public and engapges in an open dialogue with
them. MNational serninars are also held at the
Royal Camp to diseuss matters of importance
to the country and its ettizens. To bmaden the
seope of the dialogue between the leadership
and the publie, His Majesty iz accompanied
on hus tours by a large number of manisters
and adwvisers.

Az well az enabling His Majesty to inspect
development projeets on the ground, the
tours also perform the waluable funetion
of mwobilising the nation's enerpgies and
channelling them into the implementation of
the development plans.







Crenting an open dialogne — the
people showing loyaity te their
leader from the carly days il
today.




made involuntanly under the effects
af torture, or as a result of degrading
treatment or threat of any of the abowve,
will be inadmissible in law. Further, no
erimme or peralty canbe established ex-
ceptas preseribed by law, and no pun-
ishment can be effected pt for acts
perpetrated that represent unlawiful
eondurtin the definition of the relevant
legislation. Moveover all penalties are
“personal” in eo faras they may notbe
transferred to members of the family

of the offender Equally an aceused 15

innne ent untl proven guilty by way of
a legitimate tnial at which he has been
given all the puamntees necessary for
exervise of the nght of defence i com-
pliance wiith the law The abuse of an
aceused, by physical or mental means,
i5 prohibited and the accused has the
right to appoint sormeone who has the
ability to defend him during the tral
Any person who is arvested or detained
muist be informed immediately of the
grounds on which he or she has been
arrested or detained and shall hawe the




right to eommmuanieate with whomso-
ever he wishes in order to alert them
to what has happened. He shall be in-
formed promptly of the charpes being
brought apainst harn and he, or who-
ever represents ham, shall be entitled
to lodge a complamt before the courts
in relation to the procedure which 1=
restrieting his personal liberty. Resolu-
tion shall take place within a specifie
tirne limit or else he must be released
without delay Also prohdbated 15 the
implementation of any medieal or se:-
entific experiment onany humanbeing
in the absence of his free consent

A home 15 deemed a sanetuary
which may notbe entered without the
permssion of the oceupants and only
in instances as defined by law. Free-
dom of worship is guaranteed and
supported, subject only to the prowviso
that public orderbe upheld

Also puamanteed and upheld are
the freedoms of opimon and expres-
sion and freedom of postal, telegraplue
and telephone comumunication, which
may not be subjected to surveillance
or inspection, diselosure, delay or con-
fiseation exeept in the cimrumstances
specified by law Further puaranteed
are freedom of the press, printing and
publishing. Gitizens hawve the nght to
freedom of assembly and freedom of
assoration thmoughout the Sate. for
lawful purposes, and they hawe the
right to seek redress from public au-
thorities. Every foreipn national who 1=
in Oman 15 assured of the legal protee-
tiom of their persons and property.

The Basie Law of the State also
contains an important provision in

its Article 36 of Part Il which cat
egorically prohubite the extradition
of political refugees, with the sole
excephion of those cateporised as
eriminals, who will be handed owver
in aceordance with the terms of in-
ternational laws and econventions.
This provision elearly highlights the
humane dimension that charaeterizes
the adrministration of Hiz Majesty
Sultan Qaboos bin Said. A politieal
refugee is an puteast from a system of
governance that iz hostile to his per-
sor, and his surrender may lead to
hus death and the displacement of hus
farmly, generating further strife and
unrest and bloodshed. Therefore the
surrender of a political refugee by the
Sultanate of Oman is a matter not to
be considered in any eircumstances, a
matter not subjeet — as canbe the case
in some countries — o negobiation or
to the service of mutual interests. It
represents a moral ssue of the Arst
order

Secondly: the independence of the
judiciary A separate section, Section
VI, has been devoted specifically to
the authority of the judiciary The rule
of law iz established as a basis for the
government of the State and the in-
tegrity and impartality and fairness
of the judiciary acts as a safeguand
of nghts and freedoms. It 15 express-
ly provided for in Artiele 60 that the
authority of the judiciary 15 indepen-
dent. It is administered by courts of
different types and levels which de-
liver their rulings in the context of the
clear prowvisions of the law. Mo power
supercedes the power of judges in




the rulings delivered by them in the
eourts. Nor may they be remowved
from their positions, exeept in eases
as specified by law Any and all in-
terference in the courts or the affars
of justice iz prohibited Such interfer
ence, should it oeeur, shall be deemed
a enme punishable by law The Basic
Law institutes a Supreme Counedl fo
oversee the proper functioning of the
eourts and its auxiliary bodies, and
desipnates as a enime punishable by
law any failure by a public official

to execute a judpment or to delay itz
implemnentation, and grants the right
to the convicted person in such a ease

to bringa eriminal ease directly before
the competent eourt.

Thirdly: the issues of eonfliet of in-
terest and of abuse of public office for
personal benefit are dealt with in Ar-
tiele 53 of the Basie Law of the State,
which provides that members of the
Touneil of Ministers may not combine
ministerial positions with the chair
manship or membership of the board

5657

His Majesty fauonsly said: "We
are going to teack onr children, cven
rmder the shade of the trees’,



Early days ef schooling in Oman -
cdneation was given priority right
from the start of the Renaiss mee.

of any company or orgamzaton in

which they may have an interest etther
directly orindirectly. They are required
in every case to place, by their conduct,
the interests of the eountry firstand to
uphaold the publie interest and not use
their official positions in any way for
their own benefit or for the benefit of
any person or entity with whom they
may hawve a special relationship.

The Basie Law of the State 15 no
mere text or guideline or cosmetie
document that 15 not truy intended
for practieal application. Pather, the
spirit of these texts has been embod-
ied in legislation in such a way that
the legislation embraces energetically
in itz provisions the letter and spint
of this Law Sinee 1997, the year that
followed the pmomulgation of the
Basie Law of the 5tate, a sequence of
lawrs has been released thataddresses
the details of the daily life of Omani
society. Notable among these laws 15
the Personal Status Lavwe, comprising
282 articles drafted in conformanee
with [Elamie law, which 15 the foun-
dation on which all Omani legisla-

tion iz based and from whach all is
derived. All of these successive laws
lhawve dealt with issues of the family
a3 the core buildinpg bloek from which
society is structured. Also dmafted
and issued were the Ciwil Code, the
Penal Code and the Crinunal Proce-
dures Aet, along with laws defining
the powers of the judiciary and the
Supreme Couneil of the Judiciary,
the Otfice of Publie Prosecution, the
Adrimustrative Court and its organd-
sational legislation, as well as the
Procedures Act All of this legisla-
tion combined has given the Sultan-
ate of Oman a fully integrated judi-
eial systemn, equipped with all of the
rieeessary relevant structures, such as
the varnious levels and specialities of
court and jurisdietion, and the laws
born in spint from the abundance of
the Islarmie sham'a.

Thiz body of lepislation expresses
fully the spirit of the Basic Law of
the State. It confirme His Majesty's
constant endeavour fo integrate and
complement the legal structures in the
Gultlanate of Oman 5o as to promote



the justice and fairness whach he has
fostered sinee lus accession to power
40 years ago. It is no exapperation at
all to say that the judicial system and
legal structure of Oman as it exists
today constitutes a histone milestone
in the progress of the country, and a
model of oversight as measured by its
resoureefulness i time and place

A GRADUAL ANDEVEN PACE
TOWARDS DEMOCRACY

Thirdly: the third mulestone that
distingusshed the Renaissanee wutiat-
ed by Sultan Qaboos bin Said laid the
basiz for a demoeratie system strue-
tured amound Omand, Arab and Islam-
ir realities. The process of enfranchise-
mentbegan with limdted elections and
wenton D enga ge tnereasing levels of
public participation at a thythm that
murrored the proeess of social and eco-
nomie development It culminated m
fully free elections, held without dis-
erimination to the right of men and
women to vote and run for office.

The earefully modulated adwvance
of the Omani consulfation process 2n-

sured that it developed into a mature
model, noteworthy not only because it
differed from the custom of adopting
an imported experience readymade,
but also because it progressed orpand-
cally in a pattern of successive stages
that reflected Oman's newly mobile
society, meeting all of the aspirations
of future generations, while sparing
Omani soeiety the common after
shock effects that were a consequence
of suddenly leapfrogping outside the
norrnal ehythm of soeial progress. The
process that has been called "burnung
stlages,” for its attemnpt to short eirewt
the matural gradual propgress from
tribal to modern soeiety, is ultimately
flawed.

In the first electoral expeniment
launched in 1991 the voting body was
lirnated to a select group of elders and
notables in each state who between
them nonunated three individuals,
either by mutual consent among at-
tendees at the nomination meeting or,
in the absence of a compiomise on the
narmnes put forward, from amonp those
candidates with the highest number of



His Majesty, a believer in edncating
the mind to a kigh level, scen here
at Oman’s first mpiversity - Sultau
Qaboos Universtty in AT Khodl,
Muscat.

votes. This step was followed by the
government's selechion of one of these
tobecome a menber of the Couneil.
The process was advanced in
1994, when the system of nomanation
direeted the woters — the elders and
traditional leaders, dipnitaries, intel-
lectuals and representmtives of the
trading class — to nominate just twao
members sach from the wilzyat which
were to be represented by a single
member This redured the weighting
towards government in the selection
process and expanded the right of
cifizens o select their candidates in
the form of the two persons nomi-
nated. The same eriteria applied in
the selection of representatives of
the wrlayat which were to be repre-
sented by two members each, wiz
those representing constitiencies of
over 30,000 inhabitants. In the case
of the two-menler consttuencies
the Electoral College in each of these
wiilayat selected four candidates, twao
of which were the preferred candi-
dates of the government - hence a fif-
ty-fifty process. This period also wit-
niessed an important departure with
the intmduetion of legislation allow-
ing women — for the first time in the
Sultanate and the GCC region owver-
all — to participate in the nomination
of candidates for membershap of the
Couneil. This ineluded their right to
nominate themselves as candidates
and to seek membership of the Coun-
eil. This was, however, limated only
to the six wilayat of the Governorate
of Muscat. In the event, women sue-
ceeded in winning two seats







The Conneil of Onian whick
conusists of mensbers of the State
Commetl aud the Consultation
Commicil,

The thind period — in the summer
of 1997 — saw legislation approved that
expanded women's nomiration and
candidacy rights further, so that they
extended to all constituencies in Oman,
In other words, these nghis were nn
longer confined just to the constituen-
ecies of Museat Governomate. There were
additional advanees, with changes o
the classificabion of eifizens who had
the nght tnwote. The voterbase was en-
larged so that the tofal number of voters
enfranchized under this amendment

was now 51,000 citizens, male and fe-
rmale. This perind saw a field of 27 fe-
male candidates standing for election.
Two of them, as it so happened onee
apan from withan the boundaries of the
Governorate of Museat, won seats.

More sweeping moves to broaden
the wvoter base were introduced in
2000. The number of male and fermale
voters inereased o 175,000, a number
whirh at the time represented ap-
prozamately 25% of all Omams aged
21 years or over
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Voting for a candidate at the Majlis
Ash Shura elections - women too
have played their part in Oman's
developmicnt,

Thiz new fpgure represented a tr-
pling of the voter base from the status
at the previous eleetion. The process
of demoeratisation was accelerating
rapidly

The fourth period saw the com-
plete withdrawal of all government in-
tervention in the proeess of nomminat-
ing members of the Shurm Couneil by
selection from among those who had
won the leading places in the wnlayat
vohting This meant the four frontrun-
ners in constituencies of more than
30,000 thousand inhabitants, in other
words those whaeh would be repre-
sented by two members; and the two
front-running eandidates in the con-
stitueneies with lower populations
and which therefore would be repre-
sented by a single member

The fitth stage of this process of
enfranchisement witnessed a signifi-
cant and lustone new direchion in the
path of institutional demoeracy in the
Sultanate. The elections held on 2 Oe-
tober 2003 granted the right of elee-
toral partieipation to all eitizens aped
twenty-one years and over Gone was
the stipulation limiting the franchise
to a cerfain percentage of the popula-
tion of each state, as had been the ba-
si5 of previous elections. In addition,
the standard of judieial oversight
was upgraded. It was deeided that
the Main Comumdttee, in its capacity
a3 the body responsible for mlling
out the electoral proeess, should in-
clude, respectively, an undersecrefary
from the Ministry of hustice and twao
delegates appointed by the Chair-
man of the Supreme Court. The elee-

tions were also deelared fully open to
wormen to participate in the electomal
process without restriction Mo lon-
ger did they have to eamn this right,
as recopnition for having exercised a
central or promunent mole in the con-
struethon and development of soeiety
in one or other of its aspeets. Another
important change introduced in thas
phase allowed candidates to indhi-
ate their campaigns from the date of
publication of the final lists of can-
didates and continue up o the day
immediately preceding polling day.
The last major change to the process
introduced in this period inwolved
the formation of electoral committees
in some of the Sul@nate’'s embassies
and consulates which were permitted
to exercize the funetions of the Elee-
toral Computtee and the Vote- Count-
ing Commmuttee.

The sixth term elections, which
took place on 27 Oetober 2007 and die-
tated the shape of the eurrent legisla-
ture, pranted 388,672 voters, ineluding
155,030 female voters - according to
statisties from the electoral mlls at the
time — the right to vote for their chosen
representatives at 102 polling statons
throughout the country's sixty-one
uwtlayat. This current term runs until
Cetober 2011, when the Sultanate's
next and seventh national elechons
are secheduled to take place for a term
of four ealendar years up to Oetober
2015

And soit poes. The particular expe-
rience of the Sultanate was one charae-
terised by a controlled and internally
defined thythm, in whach change was



administered in escalating doses that
embraced the prineiples essental to
activation and broadening of the elee-
toral process, while ensuring neutral-
ity and fairness. This experience, inall
ite many aspects, constitutes the third
milestone or distnguishing bench-

mark of Oman's jpumey to modernity

over the 40 years of its Renassance

MAN OF FEACE ... FIXED PRIN-
CIFLES AND WISE DECISIONS
“Our aim 15 o achieve peace, by

giving neither too mueh nor too little
Sultam Caboos

The personality and political de-
meanour of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos
bin Said reflects a set of corebeliefs, as-
tute perceptions and wisdom that to-
gether form the cammon denominator
af all hiz deeisions. They encompass
hiz deep empathy with and belief in
the ole of seience and erwvilized com-
murication wmn cementng bonds and
achieving convergence and under-
standing in support of peace, stability




The Sultanate has good relatious
with cormtries arormd the world,
and supports the United Nations
and its agencies.

and development in the world They
also make the Sulfan, among world
leaders, one of the foremost propo-
nents and supporters of peace at the
present time.

In the first place, despite the aurm
of isolation that marked Oman prior
to 1970, the policy espoused enerpgeti-
eally by Sultan Qaboaos from the earli-
est daye of his administration has sue-
ceeded by dint of persistent positive
action in breaking through that izola-
tion. Today, as a result of this poliey,
Cman has manaped to0 build stong
and frustful relationshaps with many
countries and as many repicnal and
international orgamizations. It has re-
gained itz influence and expanded
ity contribution throupgh every posi-
tive effort it has made for the ben-
efit af the peoples and countries of
the region and the wider world. But
while the Sultan believes in the peace
process and the importance of work-
ing o build a better world that 15 se-
cure, calm, stable and i permanent
dialopue with all other countries and
peoples, in the face of injustice and -
olene e of whatever kind and cause, the
prineiples and ground rules mearnat-
ed by the Sultan as a basis for Oman's
foreign poliey are never negotable.
Their means and eontext are dialogue,
the promotion of friendly relations
with all countries and peoples, respect
for sovereignty and non-interference
in the internal affairs of other eoun-
tries, and coocperation in pood faith,
both bilaterally and thaiough the me-
dium of intermational orgamizatons.
Their purpose 15 to build a better re-

ality and resolve disputes by peace-
ful means and eonstructive dialogue.
This 15 the philosophy that has per
rmatted the expansion and extension
of Oman's connection to every part of
the world, that has guided itin the res-
toration of its economie links and that
fostered its readiness to enpage with
and pursue civilized dialogue and in-
teraet dynanucally with all peoples.
Oman enjoys a speeial and remarkable
lewel of trust and respect regionally
and nternationally, and itz external




relations have been transformed o be-
come today an additional resoume in
the national endeavour to pursue and
strenpthen development and growth
Sultan Qaboos deseribes the for-
eign poliey of Oman as transparent
and unambiguous to all. It will al-
ways take the side of truth, justice,
friendshap, peace, and the call for
coexistence among nabtions and un-
derstanding among cultures, az well
as eradiration of the causes of hatred
and arumosity that are generated in-

evitably in the hearis of those who
hawve suffered injustice and inequality
Hiz Majesty's own words best express
the crvilised dimension of thas pohey,
“Injustice 15 a dark deed and we are
against injustice and darkness and we
are for justice, light and harmony Hu-
manity will not be healthy and it wall
experience ng reassurance unless it
chooses tobalance the seales of pustice
and practize respect for everything
that guarantees the legitimate rights of
mankind, foremost among which are



Ou the internati sual scene — the
policy is nou-duterference in the
affairs of others,

the right to dignity and the right not to
be humiliated and the right to freedom
and independenee”.

It is from the perspective of this c1-
vilised and humane wision that Oman
has handled all 1s5ues and all aspects
of its relations. One consequence has
been the country's success in build-
ing tes of friendship and ppod rela-
tions with other countries. Another
has been the high regard with which
Hizs Majesty iz universally held tnday,
both personally and for the enlight-

enment of hiz politieal positions and
policies. Many leaders seek him out
to exchange wviews freely, to aceess
hiz opirion and considersd perspec-
tive on aspeets of developments in the
Gulf, Amb or international arenas.
Secondly, inits resolve to protect the
process of national development, Oman
sought ina spirt of pood intent, to find
resolutions to territorial and marine
border issues — until it had managed o
reach international conwventions with its
nieighbmers; and went on to tum these




borders into bridges of common pur
pase, intn transit points for nmitual in-
terrhange between the people of Oman
and their fnendly neighbours; this ap-
proach had the overmll effect of con-
tributing to the consclidation of peace
and stability in the region. As such it
ereated a working model that soupht
out means of ewrumventing thoomy
issues and showed that this could be
done where the neeessary political weill
easted. In this sense it canbe seenasa
seeond gurding prineiple

Thardly, Oman has contributed
repeatedly to the containment of
conflicts thatbroke out 1n the region,
always seeking resolution before
they can esealate. The sinpulardy ef-
feetive aspect of this approach i3 its
swiftness, when deft political ae-
tion is often what is most needed
to achieve a convergence of views
between disputing parties. At other
times the Sultan has provided a se-
cure channel of communication be-
tween the confliching parties. Oman



His Majesty with his brothers, the
leaders af the Gruif Cooperation
Commeil states. Theirspecinl
relatieuship is based on the stroug
ties between the, the roots of
which extend back into history, and
Iinge on shared common tuterests
and aspirntions.

was careful to keep the lines of com-
muniration open with both Iraq and
Iran over the eipht years of the war
between them. Itz position was very
clear on the issue of Gulf secunty
in all its dimensions. Sultan Qaboos
has said in this regard, "It i5 clear
that stability in this vital part of the
world, and the continuity of securnty
and peace among its various somma-
ruties, depends on the ability of its
member countries not to provoke the
international community in any way,
either by threatening its interests or
interfering in the affairs of others. Ir-
respective of the justification for such
interference, it would be the duty
of all to adhere to the prineiples of
peaceful coexistence among nations
and respect for the rules of interna-
tional law powverning rights and du-
ties, on the basis of a sincere desire
to spare the region the adverse conse-
quences of instability and enable its
people to pursue prowth and pros-
perity”,

As a fourth core prineiple, Oman
has persisted in maintaining its close
relationship with all Amb countnies,
rejecting the poliey of the cold shoul-
der or boyeott. In this way it has en-
sured that its capifal city has been and
remaing a meeting point for disput-
mg Amb parties. Oman's doors are
always open to its bmothers - in all
cirvumstances — and this is a tribute
to the immmitability of the Omani ap-
proach, of its eredibility and strategie
vision, which looks beyond differ
ences to reach for the constants in the
Amb expenence

Fifthly, Oman was a firmn supporter
of the peace process from its earliest
steps. This support denived from its

commutment to the sowereignty, secu-
rity and stability that serves the wel-
fare of the peoples of the Middle East
and the world. This comrnitment has
not, howewer, ever prevented it from
emphasising the need fora peace that
ig just, lasting and comprehensive in
every sense of the three concepts. In
this context, His Majesty Sultan Qa-
boos has declared that Oman will not



hesitate to take any step that might
help the Palestiman people to walk
the path of peace that it has chosen for
itzelf, and he has elanfied this by say-
ing that the Palestindans mwust be en-
coura ged and supported in solidarity
unfil they hawve reached a conelusive
solution. Equally, the Eraelis mustbe
induced to pursue the peace ophon.
Guided by these eriteria, the Sultanate
has endorsed the vanous agreements
and peace mowes that have been pur
sued by the Palestine Liberation Orga-

rnization and Ierael, as well as between
the latter and Jordan, along with other
efforts and posibve mowves, always

acting from a belief 1n the importance
of peace and the need to achieve it by
whatever genuine means

Sixthly, running parallel to the en-
ergetic mole played by Oman at various
regional levels, His Majesty Sultan Qa-
boos maintains a deep and longstand-
ing respeet for the United Nations as
a ‘world parent' orpamization work-
ing to achieve intermational peace




and security, acting through its many
spectalistbodies, and o promote com-
munication between the peoples and
nations of the world His admuration
for the UN extends to support for the
efforts of Uneseo to uncover the his-
torie trade route known as the Sk
Poad, as well Oman's funding of an
international award for the Envimon-
ment, delivered every two years since
1991 by Uneseo, in addibon to many
other expressions of support and par-
tiripation

Ultirnately peace, in the full mean-
ing of the word, 15 likely to be accom-
plished in line with the mntegrated
Omani vision, the features of which, as
cutlined by the Sultan, incorporate the
immediate needs of the present and
the necessary demands of the future.
The work of achieving peace isa broad
one, and itis a singular priontybyany
measure, loeally regionally and in-
termationally. The approach of Sultan
Qaboos iz best illustrated mn his own
words: "Peace is a doetrine in which
we have placed our trust, a require-
ment we aim to achieve, by piving nei-
ther too mueh nor too litte”.

The Sultan iz a peace leader of
world standing He does not limit lus
efforts to the “peace of the weak,’ but
advocates the ‘peace of the strong’
He has expeeded the expectations of
mmany in his support for the legitimate
rights of the Palestinians and makes a
point always of appealing to all par-
ties to stand fmly with the right of
the Palestinian people to establish
their own independent state on thesr
national soil. He also appeals to all

parties to give resolute support to
the rnght of our brothers 1n Syria and
Lebanon to regain their oeeupied ter-
ritories, asserting that this alone can
be the basis that will ensure secunty
and the reinforeement of popod-neigh-
bourly relations, so that prospenty
and development may be within the
reach of all peoples of the region. In
this manner he constantly renews the
Sultanate’s belief in a peace based on
justice “which wrill preserve, rather
than be divested of, its rights”. He
also emphasizes that the only true
peace will be one that is backed by a
foree that will protect and preserve
and nurture it, a deterrent power that
will puarantee balance. The "peace of
the wealk’ iz in fact no more than a
surrender, a peace that s doomed to
failure, no matter the bright colours
in which it 15 dressed His Majesty
says in this context that the peace in
which the Sultanate of Omanbelieves
15 niot the peace of the weak who are
incapable of responding to aggres-
sion, of preserving the inteprity of
the State and its independence and
sovereipnty, buta peace of the strong,
"who will give the matter due con-
sideration as God direrts " Thas un-
derstanding demands that it inelude
development of the armmed forces and
the secunty serviees, which must be
provided with all means of attaining
the foree necessary to enable them to
perform their mle in protecting the
State's territorial inteprity and ensur
ing security and peace for its citizens
and residents. This understanding
of the essential components of a just



peace backed by power 15 not an ap-
proach that Oman lirmts to ifs own
borders, but one which it sees as
equally viable at regional, Arab and
international levels.

The call for justice for the op-
pressed i5 in faet a call for justice
and peace. His Majesty constantly
renews the Sultanate’s commetment
o maintaining bonds of friendship
with all nations and peopler on a
basiz of mutual respect pmatual
non-interference in internal affasrs
and the observanee of regional and
internabional conventons and trea-
ties and the recogrnised norms of in-
ternational law. These are the com-
ponents which he sees as erucial in
the promotion of peace and security
among States and peoples. He urg-
es all people to commat to the fight
againstinjustiee and tyranny, to con-
front policies of ethnie eleansinpand
the tampling of human dignity, to
confront all occupation of the lands
of others and the denial of their le-
gitimate nghts, and to push for a
more equitable balance of justiee for
the oppressed and the eonsolidation
of security, peace and tranquillity in
the world at large

4 seventh core prnneiple of
Oman's foreign policy, in additon
to its effective participation in meet-
ings of the Cooperation Couneil of
Arab Gulf states and its endeavours
to achieve by way of Gulf intepration
a positive response to the aspimtions
of the people of the GCC countries,
15 1ts resolve o pursue broader and
deeper relations, both bilaterally and

as part of collechive imitiatives, with
the Armb world. Oman works in close
parmership with the Amb League and
backs itz end eavour to develop and re-
strueture 50 as better to play the mle
for which it was founded. This mle
15 not linated to polities, but aspires
to the achievement of greater Amb
economie infepration and coopera-
tion i other areas. Onee apain we see
the Sultanate expressing its genuine
eoncern as to the importance of and
rneed to work sincerely towards con-
wergence, towards achieving the best
possible envimonment for relations be-
tween brothers and neighbours, keep-
ing them strong, open and capable of
avercoming all differences or disputes
through dialogue and ongoing consul-
tation.

At international level, the policies
and posibons taken by the Sultanate
of Orman are fortunate to enjoy solid
respect and acknowledgement both
at bilateral lewel and within repional
and international orpanisations. Typi-
cal of such organisations waorking to
strengthen a spirit of cooperation and
shared interests iz the Indian Oeean
Fim Assoeiation for Regional Coop-
eration ([ORART), of which Cman
was a founding member in 1997 The
purpose of [ORARC 15 1o foster com-
mon inferests and to contribute o
varnous endeavours aimed at achiev-
ing and consolidating peace, security
and stability for the Gulf and Amb
areas, as well as regional and interna-
tional states, thiough parbeipation in
conferences - Gulf, Amb, Islamie and
other — and supporting the activities
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and efforts of the United Nations and
its specialist organizations to achieve
greater cooperation and understand-
ing between the nations and peoples
of the world. This eighth spoke of its
foreign poliey and reflects the con-
stant that runs throuph all of Oman's
interactions with the outside world,
and thatis the endeavour to make the
world a better place for this and futuire
generations

Finally, given all of the abowve, and
given the senousness of the modern
phenomencn of terronsm, there was
only one response which might ever
be expected of Oman, and the Sultan-
ate has rade elear from the outset its
eondermmation of this phenomenon, in
all itz forms and manifestations and by
whomsoever exerrised. Sultan Qaboos
has called terrorizm “an attack on the
peace aspired o and sought after by
the huwman race and the stability and
security which we seek to consolidate
and entrench by working with other
rations.” The Sultanate econdemmns
and denounees termorism, insists that
it must be challenped and its ecauses
addressed. This clear vision guides all
it efforts in this area, whether these
be expressed through joint collabo-
ration with others in the campaign
apainst terrorism regionally and in-
ternationally, or through an internally
driven resolve to promote a more eor-
rectimage of Arab and Elame eulture
to the other peoples of the world. Thas
latter determunation is dempnstrated
in itz poliey of supporting seientifie
and academue endeavour in a number
of Western universities by way of pro-

grammes for the study of Arabie and
Elamie culture that project an objee-
tive, more mounded understanding of
it, while reaching out to extend this
understanding further to umversities
and centres of academic research In
this context it has established profes-
sorial chaus bearing the name of Sul-
fan Qaboos bin 5aid in some of the
world's leading universities. Mean-
while the Sultan has approved a grant
to the Elamie Cultural Centre in the
Republic of Mauritius that will assist
the Centre in carrying out valuable
work in the service of Elam and Mus-
lims, and another to the klamie Edu-
cational, Seientifie and Cultural Or
ganization - [SESCO - to complete the
construetion of its permanent head-
quarters in Fabat COoser to home, the
Sultan has backed numemus cultural
and seienbific projects. Among these
may be counted the Uneseo-led Silk
Poad project, for which His Majesty
has placed the Royal Yacht, the Fulk As
Salama, at the disposal of the seholars
enpaged in this pmjeet for the dura-
tion of their study, and the Sultan Qa-
boos Encyclopaedia of Amab Names.
The common denominator underly-
ing all of these principles, perspec-
tives and approaches 15 a quality that
iz at the heart of the belief system of
Hiz Majesty Sultan Qaboos. It 15 rep-
resented in his passionate belief in the
impartanee of cultural interaction as
a means to achieving harmony, con-
vergence and mutual understanding,
bnnping the pmepeet of peace, sfabil-
ity and development to the serwnee of
humanaty



7475

ACADEMIC CHAIRS IN HIS MAJESTY'S NAME

No. | Chaix Coundry/University | Aims

1. | The Sultan Qaboosbin | United States of * Tocarry out research into classical Arabie
Said Thair in Ambie and | Amerea poetry and prose, the Holy Qur'an, modern
Elamie Literature Georgetown Ambie poetry and prose and Arab-Ameniean
1950 Urdwersity literature.

2 | The Sultan Qaboos United States * Todevelop Ambie and Elamie studies at the
Professorship of Arbie | of Ameriea University
1993 (Washington) +  To promote eloser relations and mutual

Georgetown understanding between Arab and Western
University eultures

3 |The HM Sultan Qaboos | Kinpdomof Bahmin |+  To support the University in achieving its
bin Said Chair in Desert | (Manama) Arabian poals and future programmes in desert
Agriculture Gulf Uraversity agneulbure research.

1984 College of Higher * To prowide opportunities for reseamchers and
Studies post-graduate students tn carry out seientifie
research in the desertagriculture Aeld and
provide expertise, corsultation and rontractual
studies i the use of modem technology in
apgriculture.

4 |The Sultanateof Oman | Hashemite Kinpdom |+ To promote hentape, historical and literary
(hair of Jordan University studies related to the Sultanate. To orpanise
1987 of Al El Bait - Omani and hold academir forums.

Studies Ut * Toissuebooks, acadermae papers and other
publications.
* Toannounee a prize called the Omars Book
Prize

5 |The Sultan of Cman Australia - Melbourne | = To present modern, effective and construetive
Chair in Armbie and Uriversity Arab and Llamdae views to the wordd.

Elarmic Studies 2003

6 |The Sultan of Oman Uruted States of Ameniea | = To haphlight the mle of His Majesty the
Professorship of Harvard University Sultan’s leadership in promoting repional and
International Relatons | - John E Kennedy international stabality, security and peace.
2003 School of Government




No. | Chair Country/University | Aims

7 | The Sultan Qabocs Elamie Republie of To envourage technologieal reseamch
Thair in Information Fakistan and improve the standards of specialist
Technolopy NED University of edurational diseiplines in the information
004 Engineering and technology field.

Technolopy Lahore To support the University's departments
with modern electronie and advanced
telecommunications equipment and link
them with international academie institubions
weith the aim of exchanging knowled ge and
expertise.

8 |The Sultanof Cman Umated Fingdom To support edueation, dialogue and friendship
Fellowrship in Literature | Ordord University between the peoples of the world and fosteran
and Ilamir and Soeial |- Cheford Centre for understanding of Elamie eultire, eivilization,
Selences Elande Studies history, soeieties and conternporary life and
2004 histonie links with other nations around the

wodd.

To encourage and support higher studies
grants in the fields of literature, the hurmamnities
and soeial seiences.

To pursue academir ro-operationbetween

the Sultanate of Oman, the Oxford Centre for
Ilamme Studies and international academie
cireles.

9 | The HM Sultan Qaboos | Undted Kingdom Tomake a free and independent contribution
bin Said Chair in - Canbridpe to the development of the Arabie languapge
Modemn University and reinforee the histoneal and eultural
Arabie Onental Studies relationship between non-Ambie-speaking
2005 Faculty peoples and the Sultanate.

To promote co-operation betwween Britain'z
Cambridge University and higher aducation
institutions in the Sul@nate

10 [The Sultan Qaboosbin | Kingdom of the The Dutch povernment decided to establish
Said Professorship of Metherlands the chair in recopration of His Majesty's efforts
Water Mana gernent - Uraversity of and contributions to the cause of peace and
005 Utrecht Roogevelt intermational eo-operation and a5 a reflestion of

Academy the good relations between the Sulmnate and the

Metherlands.




7677

No. | Chair Country/University | Aims

11 |The Sultan Qaboos Eslamie Republie To encoura ge technologieal research
Chair in Informa tion of Pakistan NED and improve the standards of specialist
Technology University of educational diseiplines in the information
2005 Engineeningand technology field

Technology Farachi To support the Unaversity's departments
with modern electronie and advaneed
telecommunscations equipment and link them
with international academie instihihions with
the aim of exchanping knowledge and expertise

12 | The Sultan Qaboos Thina To teach Arabie languape and literature to
Chair in Arabie Beijing University Chinese students.

Language Studies To help set up a library in Beijing University's
2007 Arabie Languapge Department in order to raise
awrareness of Arabie languape and literature in
China.
To encourmage research in Ambic language,
literature and eulture, with parbicular forus on
Oman.
To eneourape cultuml exchanpes between
universities in the Sultanate and China in the
Arabie langua ge studies fields.

153 |The Sultan of Oman Fingdom of the To teach and earry out research in oriental
Professorship of Netherdands -Leiden studies in the fields of history, eulture,
Oriental Studiez 2008 University civilization and contemporary life

To enroura ge post-graduate studies, provide
study prants in onental studies and promote
contnued acaderme co-operation between the
Sultanate of Oman and Leiden University

14 | The Sultan Qaboos Tokyo University To publicise the Sultanate of Cmanand its
Thair in Middle Eastern | Japan ecivilization, hastory and eulture

Studies
2010

To foeus on Middle Eastern studies as part
of the Sultanate's miszion to promote a
better understanding of Arb and Elammde
contributions to civilization in former tirmes
To foster oultural relabinns between the
Sulmnate and Japan and promote academde
interaction between Tokyo University and
higher eduea tion nstitubions in the Sultanate.










DEFENCE
AND SECURITY

A PIVOTAL ELEMENT IN ENSURING
OMAN’S STABILITY

OMAN'S FEACE PHILOSOFPHY

Owver the years, a stroug secnrity and defence system las been the maiustay

of Oman’s existewce aud an cffective contributor uet only to its national
rity, bat also to the maintenance of law and erder aud s ocinl harwouy.

That is the main reas on why His Majesty the Sultan has always attached
great fwportance to the members of the armed forces, the police and the

secnrity services, whose role ke hails on every occasion.

These institutions have played an
immportant mole in Oman throughout
itz history and they continue to do so
today They did not attain theiwr pres-
ent state of readiness and efficiency
m a vacuum Before the Omar state
reached the level of propress and
development that ecan be seen
the eountry today, it was the speedy
buildup of the S5Sultan's Ammed
Forees (SAF) in the early 1970s that
erabled it — in record time — to con-
front the first and by far the most
senous of the challenges facing it
This came to a head on 11* Decem-
ber 1975 when the SAF overrame the
most dangerous threat 1o the Omana
people within their own borders —a
threat which threatened to destmoy
their future. Fighting a battle on be-
half of development, growth and
progress - at a deeisive hostoneal
momeent for national unity and so-
eial harmony — the armed forees had
the honour of defending their land.
Indeed, it eould be said that their

mission helped protect the repion as
a whole, partieularly when one con-
siders the international situation at
that tire when the different power
bloes were strugpling for supremmacy
in a world of nwultiple alhanees.
Despite its sipnificance, this was
not the final chapter in the story of
the dewvelopment of the “deterrent
foree” — that is to say of the SAF
and its different arms and forma-
tions. Instead, it marked the birth
of a process which embodied the
concept that “Peace which does not
rely on a foree to protect it is noth-
ing more than an illusion ” This has
been the view of His Majesty the
Sultan ewver since he assumed the
retns of power on 23 July 1970. He
has frequently made this point in
hiz speeches from that day to thas,
along with the observation that eco-
nomic and social development can
never take place unless there 15 a
protective fence to uphold the na-
tion's secunty and stability for the

sake of its citizens.

The continued development and
modemisation of the armed forees
ensures that they remain able to pro-
tect the country's achievements and
safepuard its pains, while bolstering
people’s hopes for further sus@in-
able development in future.

The main focus of the moderm-
sation of the armed forces and the
police has been on their human eom-
ponent, sine e it 15 humanbeings who
ensure security mther than military
equipment, however modern the Iat-
ter may be.

Unless the “human eomponent”
iz combatready and believes in ifs
muission, the most mndern weaponry
becomes no more than bits of sty
iron, however mueh money may
be spent procuring it Weapons are
completely useless without trained,
proficient men capable of using
them properly and experienced in
manoeuvres and mobilisation exer
eiges

The modernisation and upgrad-
ing of the armed fomees also adopted
the principle of “mationalising con-
sumption” and “avoiding luwcury
items” when buying weapons. It
was the policy to opt for equipment
that was “actually necessary,” able to
ensure combat readiness and effee-
tve as a deterrent, while at the same
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Members of the Armued Forces
showing their loyalty to the Sultan
in defending the ¢ onmtriy

time encourmging self-reliance — in
the form of techriecal services and
wrell- equipped workshops that could
maintain and upgrade the weapons,
aireraft and other equipment wher
ever possible

The Sultanate was able to achieve
thiz balance. Its military establish-
ment was — and stll 15 —both aware
and capable of attaimung its stratepie
goal as the "ineubator” of develop-
ment and prospernty and the guar-
antor of future suecess Indeed, as a
pivotal elemnentin the strategie think-
ing of Hizs Majesty the Sultan, the
Supreme Commander of the Armed
Forees, it is one of the nation’s most
vital sectors.

In simple words that carry a deep
meaning, His Majesty summansed
Oman's security and defence philos-
ophy like this: “What webelieve in is
niot the peace of the weak, who can-
not face up to aggression or maintain
the existence, independence and sov-
ereignty of the state, but the peace
of the strong who are prepared and
wiell equuipped, as God has ordained
Inspared by this coneept, we are de-
veloping our hemoie armed fomes
and all the security services, and we
are supplying them with the means
to fulfil their mole of protecting the
state and its territorial integnity, and
ensuring security and stability for its
eitizens and residents ”

The process of developing the SAF
began forty years apo almost from
serateh and in the face of many chal-
lenges, Howewer; thanks to the impor-
tance atmched to them by His Majesty,

the armed forces hawve made steady
and imnpressive progress over the years
and today they are the embodiment of
combat profisieney and dedication to
the defence of the nation.

The S5AF 13 much more than
merely the modern inrarmation of

Oman's armed fomees. It is also an
integral part of the country’'s centu-
rieg-old military lustory and it has
maintained its distinetive character
over the ages. Today thanks to its
advaneed technolopieal and engi-
fieering capabilities, itz duties and
responsilities inelude contributing
to the country’'s development plans,
parteulasdy in the mountainous and
remote areas where it iz able to cope
wiith unusual elimatie or geographa-
cal conditions.

The security services are the
other wing of the country's defence
and security systemn In a reference
to their role, His Majesty the Sultan
notes: "...an individual's falents
cannot blossom unless he and his
fanmly feel secure, nor can his cre-
ative, intellectual, seientfie, literary
and artistic potential flournish. There-
fore, it is one of the prime duties of
the state atall times to puarantee this
security and stability”

That, in essence, 1s whata sense of
security and stability really means. It
i a vital element of any meaning-
ful diseussion about development,
progress and prosperity and it must
always be the basis of any aspira-
tions for a better future, since a lack
of it can only lead to chaos and the
dissipation of all hopes, threatening



any achievements that may have
been gained.

The Poyal Oman Police (ROF)
15 the shining face of Oman's mod-
ermn Renaissance and offers a fine
example of the efficiency and com-
petence shown by Omani nation-
als in the different areas of police
work. It employs large numbers of
young Omani men with undversity
and postpgraduate qualifications, as
well a5 a numberof Omani girls who
hawve proved their ability to excel in

the workplace.

THE SULTAN'S ARMED FORCES
(SAP)

Faith in Geod .....Loyalty to the
Sultan.....Defence of the nation

The Sulfan’s Armed Fomes (SAF)
are a clear example of the suecess of
Cman's Renaissance and have many
achievermnents to their eredit, thanks to
the wize leadership of His Majesty Sul-
tan Qaboosbin Said, the Supreme Com-
manderof the Armed Fomees. The SAFs



The Armed Forces place a Tot of
ciplasis on training at all levels.
All three Services hold aunnnd
exercises with AGCC and other
friendly ¢ ovmitries.

development is the result of meticulous
planning and a broad vision, reinforeed
by the hi-tech military capabilities of
the world of tnday

While His Majesty took steps to
ensure that the armed forees were

provided with modern weapons that
would enable them to enjoy a high
level of combat capabdlity, trained
manpower remained the top prionty
Inspired by the slogan “Faith in Gad,
loyalty to the Sultan, defence of the
rnation”, the SAF has been restrue-

tured along modern hines and - like
the other powvernment departments
and institutions - 1n aceordance with
the national stratepy of promoting
growth and prosperity for the nation
and its citizens.

MODEEN WEAPONEY AND
EFFICIENT PERSONNEL

The Sultanate launched a series of
plans o supply the Sulan's Ammed
Fomes (SAF) with advanced weap
ons and equipment ineluding tanks,



armioured personnel carriers, massile
and arbllery systems, armmoured ears,
fighter and transport airemaft, helicop-
ters, landing eraft, ships and advanced
patmol boate. Today the support amms
are constantly being uppgraded and
mproved to enable them to fulfl their
role with maxinnwom effectiveness; at
the same time, the manpower training
programmes refleet the lugh standands
of Oman's soldiery and their ability to
handle modern technology in a profes-
sional and accomplished manner. Mo-

bilisation exervises and manoewvres
are held at vanous different Ievels and
sta ges of joint operm bons mana gernent.
The SAF carries out land, air and sea
exerrices, and it men hawve prowved
their eompetence and proficiensy n
joint exerrizes with the anmed forces
af the Amb Gulf Co-opermation Coun-
ell (AGCT) states and other fnendly
eountries

The Poyal Armmy of Oman (RAD)
has adopted a trmirng plan @ilored
to suit the techhology used in its



The officers aud men of the Royal
Afr Force of Omian have reached

a kigh standard in kandling the
Jagnar, F-16s aud Hawk aireraft as
well as the Rapier missile systen.

weapongy and the demands of mod-
ern joint operatons. Iz inteprated,
high-performance units and forma-
tions hawve been extensively upgrad-
ed and use a range of Airepower con-
trol, faetiecal artillery and awr defenee
weapons as well as other equipment
to prowvide support in the theatre of
operations. Its arsenal also inecludes
maimnbattle mnks, self-propelled artl-

lery, armed reconnaissanc e and trans-
port wehieles, supply equipment,
rmocket launchers and other personal
weapons backed by well qualified
manpower Other elements inelude
aummated supply systems, human
resources maragement and internet

SErViees.

The Fingat forees have also un-
dergone significant upgrading in
terms of their orgarsation, traming,
installations, serwvices, utlibies and
communications.

The Poyal Air Force of Oman
(PAFD) 15 equipped with a range of
modern weapons and systems and its
capability has been reinfomeed wiith
advanced fighter intemeptor and
transport aimemaft, helicopters, ant-
aurraft battenies, modern madar and
tratmung aireraft Fecent agreements
signed by RAFO are designed tocope
with the demands and challenges
that lie ahead and wnprove the coun-
try's defence eapability by incorpo-
rating the latest military technology
in it defenee and weapons systems.
Itz bases contain effective, advanced
equipiment capable of operating in all
condibions. It has mulb-purpose F16
fighters, as well as Hawk and Japuar
awmraft, whale the Awbus A320-300
transport aireraft has replaced the
BAC-111 planes. The introduction of
the Super Lynx 300hehicopteris a ma-
jorstep forwand in providing back-up
for the Royal Mavy of Oman in prmo-
tecting the Omami coastline, while the
NH% helicopter is equipped to carry
out a combat tole as well as search
and rescue mussions and the prowvi-
sion of transport and support servie-
es for people iving in the mountain
areas. PAFO also provides air sup-
port for the Sultan’'s Armed Forees
on their mobilisation exereises and -
to enhanee the skills of its personnel
- takes part in exemises with the awr
fomes of the AGCC states and other
friendly eountries.

The Royal Navy of Oman (RNC)
15 of particular importance owing to
itz links with Oman's seafaring past
and because of the country’s strate-









gic location overlooking one of the
wiorld's most vital shipping moutes -
the Strait of Hormuz As the foree re-
sponsible for defending the Sultan-
ate's mantime, statepue, security and
econormie interests, its well equipped
fleet includes gunboats, fast mussile
boats, and support, traimng, cargo
and hydmographical survey wessels,
which can be deployed to support
the patrol vessels in their nassion to
proteet Oman's shores and territonal
waters, monitor the passage of ships
and oil tankers theowugh the Strait of
Homuiz, provide transport for unite
of the Sultan's Armed Forres along
the coast, support SAF defence op-
erations and protect the Sulfanate's
fislung grounds.

Three ships with adwvaneed tech-
nical and operational specifications
are joining the Foyal Navy of Oman
under an agreement entitled "FProj-
ect Khareef' The first two of theze
- RNOV Al Shamukh and Al Fah-
mam— have already been launched,
while the third 15 due to enter service
shortly.

The Said bin Sultan MNaval Base
with its world-class facilities is one
of the Sultanate's leading naval es-
mblishments. Along with the coun-
try's other naval installations, it has
been built to cater for the RNO's op-
erational, traming and serviee needs.

In a mowve towards the ereation of
the Digital Oman Society, the Nawval
Tramung Centre at the Said bin Sultan
Maval Base has been aceredited by
the AGCC Computer HQ as an Inter-
mational Computer Driving Licence

(ICDL) exarmunation cenfre.

The RNO Medical Unit has in-
stalled a decompression unit to treat
the effeets of diving accidents as well
as certain chronie diseases.

The Foyal Guard of Oman (RGO}
iz an important element of Oman's
modern mlitary setup and has
achieved a high level of proficiency
and combat capability In addition

to its edurational, traiming and ad-
ministrative units, it also has in-
fantry and support units equipped
with advanced systems and faeili-
ties. It trains ifs personnel on the full
range of its systemns and equipment,
whale 1ts Techmieal College supplies
it — as wrell as other departments of
the state - with personnel trained
and qualified to international stan-
dards The RGO Technieal College 15
at the eutting edge of technological
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The Royal Navy of Oman’s anunl
naval exercises are ¢ odenamed Asad
Al BakrLion of the Sca after a
famed Oneani sailor



The Royal Guard of Oman ¢ ousists
of some of the fittest and best-
trained men i the armed forces.

education internationally, not just in
the Sultanate, and it iz aceredited to
grant the same certificates as those
awarded by colleges of technology
in the United Kingdom

In addition to the Foyal Oman
Symphony Orchestra, whose 1miasi-
cians are highly trained and talented
young Omands, the RGO also has a
number of malitary bands that per-

form on national oeeasions and at oth-
er events at home and abmad. In ad-
dition to their secunty duties, the Red
Helmets motoreyele team perform
in shows in which they demonstrate
their skills, while the RGO free-fall
pamchute team fakes part :n nation-
al events and the RGO cavalry stage
show-jumping displays and other
perfomans s On VANOUS DCCASIONS, I
cluding praduation ceremnonies.

The Armed Forees Medieal Ser-
wiees are equipped with state-of-the-

art facilities for performing surgical
operations, conduchng tests and
labomatory analyses, and prowid-
ing diagnoses and top-quality treat
ment for members of the SAF and
their farmilies. They also give medi-
cal back-up and camry out evacua-
tion operations in the field, and of
fer emergency medical assistance
to members of the publie throuph
their flying doctor service. With its
advanced equipment, the Armed
Fomes Medieal Services School 15 a
modern training institution bult to
the most up-to-date specifications
that supplies the SAF with qualified
medieal and techndeal personnel The
Agsmed Forres Hospital, which serves
members of the armed forees and
their families, now has new facilities
and depariments, ineluding a dipital
X-ray system. an apparatus for dis-
persing kidney stones and an artery
elirde. The medieal centre at Bait al
Falaj Fort 15 the latest of the medieal
centres to be installed on the bases
and in the units and formations. The
existing centres and mulitary hospr-
tals have been modemised.

CULTURAL AND WELFARE
ACTIVITIES

Cultural, academie, seientifie and
religious activities are given a high
priority by the Sultan’s Armed Forees
(SAF) and the Foyal Guard of Cman
(RGO). They play an inportant part
in mneuleating their men wath knowl-
edge and faith — with an understand-
ing of their history and relipion and
an awareness of what 15 happemng



"

in the world of today Military Soeidal
Services at SAF HQ aleo help promote
a sense of poyehologieal and soedal
stability in the officers and men so
that they can devote all their time o
carrying out the sacred duties thatare
entrusted o them

Thousands of books on a wide
range of subjects can be found in the
central libraries, as well as in the li-
braries and soeial elubs 1n the HQs,
units, formations and bases. All these
libraries are now linked by the De-

fence Ministry’s internal electronde
network — an additional produet of
modern technology which provides
it users with additonal support in
finding the information they are look-
ing for. There 15 also a programnme of
arts and culture achwities, ineluding
lectures, quizzes and competitions,
which enable young members of the
armed forees to develop their talents.

The mpsque i an important
means for instilling eulture and reli-
gious values and great importance is



The RNOV Skabalb Oman made
her 1Tth international voyage over
the sianer of 2010. Her mission is
to carry Omans uessage of peace,
and to strengthen the bouds of
friendship between people arormd
the world.

attached to itby His Majesty the Sul-
tan It was on His Majesty's instrue-
tions that the Mu'askar al Murtafa'a
Mosque was buwlt. In addibon to
its relipious and cultural facilities,
this mosque 15 a fine buwilding n its
own right and incorporates numer-
ous different Islamie amchitectural
styles. There are a larpe number of
other mosques on the bases and in
the units and camps.

The sailing ship RNOWV Shabab
Ommn builds and purtures ecultural

contacte with peoples amund the
world, rasing Cman's profile on the
international stage, whale lughlighting
its hustory and conmbution o hurman
civilization during its traiung wvisits
o ports around the world. Ithas been
awarded a number of international
prizes, the latestbeing the Internation-
al Frnendship Trophy, which it won for
the fifth time in the Netherlands, then
for the sixth time i Portupgal Tt has
also won the International Friendship
Cup in the Tall Shups Paee in Greece



Military Soeial Services provide
social welfare for officers and other
ranks. They arrange housing loans,
supervise the construction of houses
for forces personnel and operate ser-
wvices for SAF weterans such as eare
and rehabilitation for the disabled o
enable them to become reintegrated
into the community The situation of
thege disabled veterans iz constantly
monitored to ensure that their needs
are met, and a programme of events
15 orgamsed for them whaeh ineludes
charity races, solidarity days and an-
nual cutings dunng which they have
the opportunity to see sometlung of
their country’'s heritage as well as re-
gicns other than their own.

The SAF Museum at Bait al Falaj
Fort chrondeles the main events of
Oman's mulitary hastory, its cantribu-
tions to human eivilization over the
ages and examples of weapons past
and present. It is haghly popular with
wvisitors to the Sulfanate and ifs ex-
planatory captions are displayed in
several languages. It also has an in-
ternet website.

The st@ate-ofthe-art Information
Technnlogy sector serves all the SAFs
fommations and units and = run by a
departmentstaffedbyqualified Omam
matiorals. The launch of a mumber of
e-projects — meluding the Minstry
af Defence’s interactive guide, a link
connecting the SAFs libraries, and
the salanies, pensions and eash repis-
ter system - has helped to boost pro-
ductivity and ensure that the anmed
forees keep pace wath techndcal and
technologeal advances. The recently

wntmduced MNibras data management
system -another Defenre Minustry/
SAF initiative amned at expanding the
use of e-services in the Sultanate — 15
an interactive system designed to sun-
plify the transferand exchange of data
between interlinked units and uses a
single finanee and purchase database
as well as a set of sandard operating
procedures. It wall help reduce the use
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of paper and - by pmowiding prompt,
transparent and comprehensive access
to the relevant information — it wall
enable decisions to be taken with the
mardmia of delay:

MUSIC AND MORALE

The Sultan’s Armned Fomes (SAF)
and the Foyal Guard of Oman (EGO)
have military bands which perform
on national oeeasions and at interna-
tional events. They include the Foyal

(Top) The Sultan’s Armed
Forces Musenm af Bait al Falaj
clronieles Oman'’s military
history throngl the ages.

{Beloaw) Military Social Services
provide care and rehabilitation

for the disabled.



The bands of the SAF and RGO
are ace enplished mnsicians who
regnlarly take part in national
and interuational cvents and

¢ onnp etiti ous.

Army of Oman (RAQ) Band, which
won several drum and pipe con-
tests at the Morth Berwwick Highland
Games in Seotland and at the interna-
tional infantry, drum majpor and pipe
competition in the United Eingdom.
The Foyal Air Fom e of Oman (RAFO)
Band has also received aecclaim at
international festvals and competi-
tions, with performane es of tradibion-
al songs and dances as well as nul-
tary mussic. A FAFO Ladies Band was
also formed at the beginning of 2008

The Foyal MNavy of Cman (ENO)
Band has helped keep Oman's seafar
ing hentage alive by performung on
the deek of the RNOV Shabab Oman.
The Foyal Guard of Oman (RGO)
Band has also won plaudits for its
performances.

The Morale Guidance Depait-
ment has a major mole o play in
maintaining morale and highlight-
ing the achievementzs of the armed
forees and their members and theiwr
contributions to the serviee of thewr



nation. As well as organising press,
radio and TV coverage of military,
social, cultural and sporting events, it
also produces 2 range of educational
and eultural publications for SAF of-
ficers and other ranks. It presents ma-
dio and TV programmes and reports
in collaboration with the Minstry
of Information, commemprates reli-
gious Decasions, organises lectures,
arranges wisits to veterans, the sick
and bereaved families of former SAF
personnel, and runs the anmual mili-
tary Haj massion to the Holy Places.

DEALING WITH DISASTERS

The superhuman efforts  dis-
played by the Sultan’s Armed Forees
(SAF) in dealing with the exeephional
weather condifions that affected the
Sultanate in June 2010 (and before
that in fune 2007) reflect their reads-
ness to respond to natural disasters.
Anoperations centre was set up and
was kept open mund the eloek to
motitor the situation on the ground,
provide assistanee to the vietims and
offer engineering support by puthing
all available equipment at the ser-
wvire of the affected areas. The SAF
reclaimed flood-damaged land, re-
surfaced roads, organised elean-up
campaipgns, provided shelter, dis-
tributed supplies, food, water and
relief to vietims in coastal areas who
had been cut off from the rest of the
country by wadi flows and floods,
ferried electrical and telecommmani-
cations equipment to the affected
areas and amanged tansport ser
wices. SAF Medieal Services opened

a military field hospial to prowide
treatmentand first aid to the vietims,
ambulances were made available to
transport the sick and injured, and
the flying doetor service was mobdl-
ised o bring health care to the sick
and injured in areas inaccessible to
land vehicles

FACILITIES AND TRAINING

The Sultan's Armed Fomes (SAF)
edurational and training institubions
cover 2 range of military, seientifie,
acadenme, technical and technolog-
cal diseiplines. Among their educa-
tional and trawung ecolleges, inst-
tutes, schools and specialist training
centres 15 the Command and Staff
College, which produces staff offi-
cers trained and qualified to assume
leadership positions in the army
units and formations and on the air
foree and naval bases. Members of
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(Top) The Sultan’s Armicd Forces
show their rendiness to respond to
natural disasters.

(Below) The SAFs Medical
Services provide support for
general emergency services throngh
their fying dector service.



The Miuistry of Defence Enginecring
services are am ong the SAFs main
support facilities - they work work
closely with other govermuent
departments in supporting the
commtry’s development cfforts.

the armed forees are also offered the
opportunity to complete theirhigher
studies in various mulitary, adoinas-
trative and techniral subjects thatare
relevant to the SAFs needs, either in
the Sultanate or at wuversities and
colleges abroad.

CONTRIBUTING TO THE
NATION'S DEVELOPMENT
Alongside thewr numemus other
roles, the Sultan's Armed Forees
(SAF) work closely with other pow-

ernment departments in supporfing
the country's development efforts
They train eivilians in navigation,
telecommunieations and adrmrsta-
tion, ren tamming programmes for
young people and teach them the ba-
sics of muliary life to encourmge them
to assume the responsbility of serv-
ing their nation They ke on projects
suech as moad building in areas thatare
hard to reach, provide health services
for the publie in rugged and moun-
fainous regions in eo-operation with



other competent authonties, take

part in search and rescue opemations
in cases of natural disasters, provide
support and rescue services for fish-
ermen and ships in distress, help
protect the enviroroment and expand
the country's green areas by prowid-
ing treated water from the military
camyps in the Governomte of Museat,
and help preventillegal i gration.

Retired members of the armed
forees who have retumed to ervilian
life frequently join the private sector
or set up their own enterprises, con-
tributing the skills and expenence
they hawve acquired during their years
of military service. In recoprition of
theirmole, 7* December sach year has
been designated Veterans' Day

ENGINEERING SERVICES

The Ministry of Defence’'s Engi-
neenng Services - one of the main
support arms of the Sultan's Armed
Forees (SAF) — provide technaeal and
engineering support for malitary ex-
ereises, as well as essential services
such as water, electneity and infra-
structure faecilities at the mililary
camyps, bases and nstallations. They
also plan and oversee construction
projects, maintam services and ubih-
ties, and plan and build roads within
the military areas. Despite all these
responsibilities, they also play an
important mole in the country's de-
velopment, building roads in van-
ous parts of the country and supply-
ing treated water for landscaping

projeets. They hawve also acquired
some easily transportable, 400 eubae-

metre-capacity rubber fold-up fanks
which are taken into the field and
then filled with water Once emptied
they can be folded up and mowved
or. A specialist Engineening Services
team searches and locates hudden
leals in the water supply systems.

NATIONAL SURVEY
AUTHORITY

The MNational Survey Authonty
(NEA) plays a prvotal role in provad-
ing geospatial support for the Sul-
tan's Ammed Forees, the other secu-
rity services, ministries, government
depariments and authorities and the
private sector

The Authonity has been entrusted
with responeibility for all survey ae-
tivities in the Sultanate and for as-
sembling and mamntaming the Sul-
tamate's Geographie archives. It is
alsa charged with establishing and
enforving standards for topographae
surveys and mapping and with man-
aging and mainfaining the national
archive of geopraphic materials. Oth-
er responsibilities involve revising
and providing accurate maps, aerial
charts and other geopgraphie informa-
tion for government mimistries and
for the Sultan’s Armed and Secunty
Forees to enable them to plan, train
and protect Omam termitory.

As part of its remut, the Authonty
has established a Topographic Sei-
ences Institute to prowvide techmical
traming in the field of Surveyingand
Mapping Seiences for Military and
Civilian Personnel in collaboration
with a recogrised international body.



Royal Oman Police pers onnel
are trained at the Sultan Qaboos
Academy for Police Scienuces in
Nizit.

THE ROYAL OMAN POLICE (ROP)

Disciplined perform ance and
respect for the sovereignty of the
Law and hum an rights

“YES TO REDUCING TRAFFIC
ACCIDENTS"

The Directomate-General of Tmaf-
fie has been expanded significantly
More personnel hawve been recruited
and their performanee has been im-
proved, while new buildings and

facilities have been constructed and
supplied with modern equipment
to cope with the growing volume of
tratfie on the country’'s moads.

The driving test service has been
expanded and drivers now take the
test at the Directorate-Genemml of
Traffic in Seeb as well as the exast-
ing centre at al Qurm. Veluele testing
and regstrmtion may now be com-
pleted under one mof, along with all
other traffic-related proeedures,; pre-
wiously testing and registration had



tobe done at two separate locations.
Insurance companies are now linked
to the ROP by computer so that
traffic violations can be identified
when wehicles are insured; the hink
includes details of minor aceidents
which are dealt with by the insur
ance companies. Fourteen automatie
inspection stations hawve been set up
across the country and will soon in-
spect all wehdeles over five years old.
A study has been carried out with
a view to increasing the number of
fixed and oobile speed cameras in
the country in order to reduce the
number of deaths and aeceidents
caused by speeding. Their effective-
ness has been proved by a fall in the
accident mate on the roads where
they are installed.

Booklets hawve been produced for
moad users toraise their awareness of
traffic safety issues. Over half a mil-
lion leaflete are produced annually
and distributed fo all sections of the
eommunity; the ROP also runs mad
safety campaigns in the media, orga-
muses exhibitions and holds lectures
all over the country. The Traffic Safe-
ty Institute spreads the traffic safety
message and holds training courses
for road wsers and members of the
police foree. The first bateh of driv-
ing instruetors has already pradu-
ated and the Institute has approved
mune course syllab: on traffie safety
whach are currently being taught to
government and private sector driv-
ers, as well as taxi drivers, drivers of
heavy vehieles and dnving instrue-
tors. The Institute also hosts interna-

tional conferences, brings in experts
to imgprowve the quality of its courses
and workshops and studies the ex-
periences of other countries with
long expenience in the field of traffie
safety

The Traffie School organises edu-
cational programmes for children
throughout the year to teach them

the rules of the road and the mmpor-
tance of road safety. At the School,
which is a sort of mimature town
with streets, interseetions, rund-
abouts and buildings, the children
are taught the moad sipns and how to
behave on the mad.

In recopnition of the need for all
members of the community to play
their part in helping to reduce the
number of mad aceidents in wiew af
the economme losses and human trag-
edies they cause, a symposium was
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Great efforts are being made

to rednce the incidence of rond
traffic nceidents. A traffic safety
symip ositon wias held by the ROP,
with inpd from regiound nnd
internati oual orgont zations, in
Muscat in May 2010,
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{Top) The Dircctornte -General of
Passports aud Residewce in Muscat
cian ace o odate wp to 200 people
and process over 600 applications a
day.

(Below ) Women officers work
alougside men in the traffic patrol
division.

.
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held on traffic safety on the mnstrue-
tions of His Majesty the Sultan, the
Supreme Commander of the ROR
from 15% to 192 May 2010 under the
slogan “Yes to reducing traffie aces-

dents” The poal of the symposium
was to study materials and taffic
awareness programmes and assess
the effeetiveness of the way in which

‘ ‘.iﬂr‘i‘:l

they are commumnicated to the public.
Inaddition toa study on the effective-
fiess of tmining namproving mad us-
ers’ skills and their ability to avoid ae-
cidents, the symposium agenda also
included an exarmination of the mle
of the private sector, non-government

associations and the community in
general in helping to promote a prop-
er road safety culture. Italso reviewed
the povernment's efforts to establish
betterstandands of safety on the mads

and diseussed possible future steps to
reduce aceidents and produce a na-
tional moad safety stratepy

Meeting the sheikhs and digni-
taries of the utlayats of the Batinah
region and the Governorate of Mu-
sandam at the Royal Camgp at Seeh
Al Makanm in the wrelayat of Schar
during his annual tour, His Majesty
the Sultan hailed the ROP's efforts
to reduce the road aceident rate but
warned that the problem could pet
worse. He stressed the need for fur-
ther steps to improwve trafhe safety
awareness in the community and
called for the subjecttobecome a ma-
jor topie for discussion in soedal and
famuly patherings thmoughout the
land. Poad aceidents were the price
societies had to pay for progress and
dewvelopment, His Majesty said.

IRIS RECOGNITION

In response to the rapid develop-
ment taking place in the Sultanate,
the Foyal Oman Police (ROP) iz ex-
panding and improwving its services,
including the use of modern tech-
nology. A new fingerprinting build-
ing for expatriate residents beside
the Directorate-General of Passports
and Fesidence in Seeb has seweral
wrndows so that a number of people
can be processed at the same time.
The building can accommndate up
to 200 people and process over 600
applications a day

The Sultanate has also begun us-
ing wis recoghubion at severml ROP
locations including the Directorate-
General of Inquiries and Crniminal



Investigations and the Directorate-
General of Passports and Residence.
In future the systemn, which will en-
able deportees and convieted people
to be identfied when they try to re-
enter the Sultanate, will be extended
to Museat International Airport and
several other points. Oman and the
United Arab Emurates (JAE) arealzo
considening an inis recogmbion link
between the bwo countries to speed
up the entry and exat procedures for
overland transit travellers, wisitors

and tourists

It 15 hoped that thus systern vl
help preventillegal immigration and
black market labour It will operate
in all the country’s regons and a de-
partment will be set up at the ROP's
Directorate-General of Operations to
combatillepal immgration. The new
department, called the Directorate
for the Prevention of llegal Immm-
gration, willbe staffed by a team that
wiill follow up police efforts to pre-
went illepal immipration and black

(Top) The ROP's Awmbnlance Service
Ias been npgraded to provide
proupt medical care for victins of
traffic accidents.

(Beloww) Children are made aware of
road safety throngh campaigus and
the isswunice of leaflcts,



The Police C oastguard C ommand
Iras been equipped with patrel craft
with resene facilities, helic opter
ianding pads, fast patrol boats and
first aid wmits.

market labourand establisha system
for working direetly with the illepals’
home countries thoough those coun-
tries’ liaizon offices in the Sultanate.
The illegal immipgrants will then be
repatmated with the minimuem of
delay Visa issuing procedures hawe
been reviewed and amended, and
the Inspector-General of Police and
Customs has ssued a decision set-
ting out the steps required for issu-
ing visas and residence penmits for
foreigners. The new measures offer

wider opporturaties for them to en-
ter the Sultanate legally and lepiti-
mately, while enabling [lepal -
grant] labour to be entered on the
raftional databases.

In dealing with illegal i gra-
tion and black market labour, the
ROP has adopted two mutually com-
plementary lines of approach. Under
the first, a direct dialogue has been
established with members of the
publie and the relevant bodies and
organisations with the aim of maising



awareness about the subject. Meet
inps and seminars held all over the
country have resulted in muatual un-
derstanding between the authonties
(those responsible forerackang down
on illegal mmmigration and black
market labour} and those sectons
of the community that benefit from
the situation. The second approach,
on the other hand, has forused di-
rectly on working with the other
relevant authorities to eateh as many
illegal immigrants as possible who
might land along the eoast between
the wrlayat of Mutah and Fhatmat
Milahah on the UAE border At the
same time, there are regular inspee-
ton campaigns — about twelve a
year - o apprehend illegal expatriate
workers. A field study has also been
earried out to profile the typieal ille-
gal expatriate worker Inaddition to
all this, two high speed Haras 1 and
three Mark 5 patmol boats have been
purchased and equipped with the
most up-to-date facilities; now fully
operational and working alongside
the foree’s exasting Haras 1and 2 pa-
trol boats, they already have several
suecesses to their eredit.

CIVIL DEFENCE

Civil Defenwe - a eormnerstone
of the country's development — is
responsible for protecting people,
property and installations from fres
and other disasters; the Directorate-
General of Giwvil Defenee 15 staffed
with qualified nationals and boasts
advaneed technology and high qual-

ity equipment.

The Directorate-General of Civil
Defeniee currently has 986 fire en-
gines, reseue wehieles and hydraulie
ladders, as well as a mumber of eiwvil
and operational vehicles, and it has
sigried an agreement for a further 97
fire engines and rescue vehieles. The
first bateh of twelve vehieles has al-
ready been delivered.

The new Directorate-General of
Civil Defence building is now open
and the service's fleet of aireraft in-
eludes a number of modern helicop-

ters. The service has also received
several wehaeles of various sizes and
uses equipped with state-of-the-art
technology Tmining progranmmes
for Givil Defence personnel include
specialist eourses, intensive daily
training sessions and joint exercises
with other departments and bodies
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The Civil D efenc e service plays

a vital role in profecting peapie
and property from fires and other
disasters.



-both government and non-govern-
ment - to ensure that they are ina
constant state of readiness. This en-
sures that they are always prepared
to deal with ineidents without delay
and sawve lives and property.

The Fire Hazards Prevention Di-
rectorate, which comes under the

Directorate-General of Giwil Defence,
studies and monstors building plans
and projects and inspects commer-
cial and industmal establishments
and public and private ubliies to
ensure that they comply with safety
regulations. Its suceess in safepguard-
ing the Sultanate’'s economic and in-
dustrial assets 15 reflected in the fip-
ures, which show a drop in ineidents
on these sites.

One aimn of the current strategy is

to enable fire-fighters to reach ther
target destinations — whether it is a
tire or some other incident — within
the recognized international re-
sponse tiune of fifteen manutes.

E-SEEVICES
The Royal Oman Police (ROP)'s

goal 1= to introduce electronde sys-
tems for all ity pperations. In addi-
tion to constantdy updating itz in-
formation and servce facilities, it 15
sethng up a single set of databases
to help improve the efficiency of its
services to the publie. In the first ind-
tiative of its kind in the Middle East,
it has sipned a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding with the Information
Technology Authority and a loeal
bank to enable members of the pub-



lie to camry out electronde fnancial
portiolio transactons using their ID
eards.

Following the success of the auto-
mated link between Al Wajajah bor
der post and the Hatta border post
in the Unated Amb Enurates (UAE),
there 15 now a similar link between
the border post at Hafeet and the
one at Mazyad in the UAE. These
measures will help speed up eross-
border proeedures for eitizens and
residents of the two countries.

An electronie wisa application
form introduced as a first step to-
watrds a fully automated wisa sys-
tem 1z available on the ROP web-
site in place of the handwritten
form.

The ROP's civil repistry system
has been awarded a certificate of
merit by the Unated MNations as one
of the world's ten best service proj-
eets. The ROP also came top in the
Information Technology Authority's
Digital Oman Competition for elee-
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The latest data systems techuology
s enaployed by the ROP in its
opcrations.



(Tep) Processing Civil Statns cards
and passports at Secb.

(Below) Aflect of Angusta
Westiand helicopters provide
support for the ROP.

tromie content and best government
e-project  Twenty-six  government
bodies ook part.

In a move to simplify and speed
up passenger armval and departure
proeedures, six electronde gates have
been installed at Museat Interna-
tional Adrport as well as a new pas-
senger hand lugpea pe inspection sys-

tem and two adiation detectors o
spot radiation leaks from the X-ray
bagpgage inspechion maclunes. An
arnving and departing passenger
identification system has also been
installed at the Airport Security Di-
rectorate with the collaboration of
Oman Aviation Serviees. The Diree-
torate-General of Airport Seeurity
has taken over responsibility for se-
cunity at Petmleurn Development
Oman (PDOY's awrports at Marmal,

Qarm al Alam and Fahud Muscat
International Airport Security’'s new
emergency moom, which has been
opened in the Directorate's build-
ing, 15 equipped with tugh capacity
telephone lines and other facilities
to enable it to respond to any emer-
geney at the airport Foreigners'
residence permits are automatically
cancelled at Museat International
Airport when their contract of em-
ployment firushes on thewr depar
ture from the Sultanate.

THE AMBULANCE SERVICE

The Royal Oman Police (ROF)
Ambulanee Service provides prompt
medieal care for wietims of traffic ae-
cidents and other mishaps and itz
fleet of mpdern ambulances are fit-
ted writh advanced medical equip-
of medieal
emergency technicians hawve pradu-
ated from their training courses and
are now employed at the Ambulance
Unit.

At present there are 23 first aid
centres, eight are in the Governor-
ate of Museat while the others are
in the Governomate of Dhofar and
the Batinah, Dakhiliyah and Shang-
yah regions, where they are located
riear aceidentblack spots. Durning the
Salalah Tourst Festival the Ambu-
lance Unit patrols the seetion of road
between Adam and Thurnrait on the
main Dhofarmad. Anew Ambulanee
Unit headquarters building currently
under construction on the Adirport
Heights iz neanng completion First

ment  Several batehes

aid cenfres are also being built in al



Amerat, Bausher, Al Wattayah and
Seeb in the Governorate of Museat.

POLICE AVIATION

Following itz expansion and the
inerease in its aweraft and person-
nel, the status of the police awvation
service has nowbeen upgraded from
directorate to directorate-peneral Its
installations and equipment have
alsobeen modernized

The Directorate-General of Police
Aviation has signed an agreement to

purchase a new fleet of ApgustaWest-
land 139 helicopters, four of which
will be used on flying ambulance
and search and rescue missions. A
further two ApustaWestland 100 he-
licopters wall prownde support

The Finaneial Intelligence Urut
has been set up to investigate finan-
cial offences, particularly money-
launderng and the fAnaneing of
terrorism, and to provide general
protection for the commumnity from
finaneial and economue crimes.
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(Top) The ROP and SAF hospitals
Iave the lntest ciqpripuient.

(Beloww ) The ROPS Mobile Hospital
Unit can be deployed at a mement’s
notice to wherever n disaster hns

occnrred.



THE GOVERNORATE
OF MUSCAT

OMAN’S BEAUTIFUL CAPITAL

Muscat extends along flie a central section of the Sultannte of Oman'’s
constal strip, where its white honses, minarets and historic building s
nestle together like a row of doves betwween the grey morprtains on
tleeir easten flank and the sea to the west. Green parks and gardens
scattered mmong its old and new braldings give it the appearmice of

o beantiful painting Inog witlin the month of the O wani shore as it
nms sonthoards in an elegant cuwrve from thee Strait of Hormnz and
tle Musandam Peninsula te the Goverorate of Muscat.

Muscat Ivas been justly awarded all the poetic accolades that exist
—cooling springs of fresh water...haven of the seafarers of old.. ...
inspirer of songs of epic heroism.... When yon travel thronglh its
wilayats, you feel that you are travelling thronugh history. Everyuliere
you go the eyes of tie local men, women and children captivate yon
with their beanty and joy and the message they commnoricate to yon
is one of love and hope.

It 55 hard o enter Museat without
sensing that you are passing thaough
a patevmy to the past and when you
lock down on the eity from above you
riotee how it mads are laid out and in-
terdinked like the network of blood wes-
sels that supply the human body One
of theze - the coast mad - runs alonggide
Fiyam Park, almost surmundingithkea
braceletona wrist.

Muscat Gate, wihaeh stands like a
sentry on guard duty at the entrance
to the old eity of Museat, consists of
two towers conneected by a build-
ing beneath which two mads pass
through a pair of arches. A museum
in Museat Gate connects the present
wiith the past through a senes of ex-
hibite depieting various aspeets of
Oman's history, development and
heritage.

The hamony between Museat's

fine traditional and modern buldings,
parks, pardens and mads murmoos the
harmonious nature of the Omand per-
sonality and is a worthy reflection of
the Ormami ettizen of today, who has
built iz capital with the sweat of hus
brow and, using hss mntellipence and
imagination, has exploited every inch
of space and every natural feature to
give it ite character

An observer will soon realize that
behind this tansformation and dewvel-
opment, this harmonisaton between
the traditonal and the contemporary,
there 15 a brain and a wvision supported
by collective human effort — in other
words, an effective leader and an in-
dustrious people; indeed, every Ren-
aissance that has ever ken place in
history owes ifs suecess o an inspired,
wisionary leader who devotes hameelf
to leading iz people out of the dark-
riess into the light, from ignomnee o
knowledge, and from the past to the
present. .. and into the future.

CONSTRUCTION AND
GROWTH - THE TEMFO OF
DEVELOFMENT

In the Sulanate of Oman it iz the
Oman: ethzen whao 15 the ereator of
his country's development, the goal
of which mustbe “to make him hap-
py and prepare hum to gve of hus
best for the sake of lus country,” as
His Majesty the Sultan said on the
country’'s fourth MNational Day.

Cman's achievements over the
past forty years speak far louder
than any words. The Blessed Fen-
aissance has restored Muscat's true
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charaeter as — in the words of the old

geographers and historians — "a safe
haven and a resting place for shaps
and people.”

DEVELOPFMENT PLANS AND
PROSFERITY
MUSCAT - REBIETH AND
GROWTH

Museat lies in the north-east of
the Sultanate overlooking the Sea of
Oman From the east it borders on
the Eastern Hajar mountain range

and the Shargiyyah region, to the
west on the Batinah region and to

the south on the Dakhiliyah region.
Itis the country’s main political, eco-
nomie and administrative centre, as
well as a major economme player in
the region and on the international
stage. Iz trading and tourism links
with the outside world are mainly
through Port Sulan Qaboos and
Muscat International Airport.

The Governomte of Muscat's pop-
ulation accounts for amound 27 per

(Top) Riyam Park, Fort Mirani aud
Fort Jalali at dusk.

(Beloww) Museat Gate provides

a ele onne to Mrscat, with

its mnseron on the first floor
depicting the history, heritage aud
development of the city.



(Top) An carly-evening sceue in
Museat.

Al Alnme Palace in Muscat, relealt
in 1971,

{Overlenf) O1d alongside the new
—redevelopuent of Muscaf, Irt
retainiug the 16th cewtwry forts of
Mirani and Jalali at the water’s
edge in Muscat Bay.

i
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The ¢ ormiche of Mrdral swreeps
rovmd the rim of a watwral harb onr,
with the fort at owe end and the fish
song and port at the other.

cent af the Sultanate's owverall popu-
lation. Within its borders are the povw-
emmment mumstries, authonties and
departments, factones, banks, world-
class hotels, tourist recreational facili-
ties and specialist hospitals, as well as
Sulan Qaboos Umiversity, collepges,
institutes, sehools, sports assoeiations

and eclubs, youth complexes, culture
and arts centres, a sophistieated com-

munieations network, a sewage sys-
tem and nuunerous other amendties.
The Govermnomate of Museat's six

urlayats — Museat, Mutrah, Quriyyat,
Al Arnrat, Bawshar and Seeb — coex-
ist in rutual harmony while retain-
ing their own individual charaeters
and diversity. In Mutiah a wisitor
will find four things that stand out
in parbeular — its fort, its old souq,
ite hartbour (i.e. Port Sultan Qaboos,
the country's main port), and its sea-
front. Mutmh 1z Museat's twin in
both itz traditional and modern fea-
tures. Itz old covered souq, its moof
ornamented with beautiful patterns,







(Top) Mutrak s eny attracting for the
towrist and Tocal population afike.
(Beloaw) The Mutrak Fort stands
prondiy at one end of the Mutrak
corniche, and (Right) Port Sultan
Qaboess expanded for fucreasing

imp orts/exports, calls Iy ermise
ships mud a base for the ferry service.

(Overlenf) Aerinl shot of the
residentind and ¢ ommercinl areas of
Glinbral, Al Ansab, AT Athaiba and
Al Klnneair.

takes you back on a journey in time
as you wander through its tangle
of alleyways and past the stalls of
goods on display — gold, perfumes,
spices, clothes, frankineense and cu-
rios.

Az well as its soug, Mutrah is also
a plare of historieal interest The best
known of it numemous forts and
towers 15 Mutrah Fort, which aver-
looks the sea. Port Sultan Qaboos
iz a major cormmercial hub, whale
the seafront promenade offers you

the chance to enjoy one of the mnst
beautiful drves in the wrloyat

From Bawshar with its pplden
sands, fresh water springs and date
oases to the wrlayaef of Seeb wath its
lush pardens, lime omhards, palm
groves, flyovers and bioad hiph-
ways, which sleeps and wakes to the
sound of the wawves; o the wrloyat
of Al Ammat and the Armbian fahr
sanctuary in Wadi As Sareen, where
tiot only tahrbut pazelles, red foxes,
wiolves, hedgehogs, sandgrouse and













(Top) Aminuals are protected in a
watrore reserve near O oryyat.

(Above) The Araliau Takr
(Hemitragns jayakari) kas been a
pretected species since 1976 — here
at Wadi As Sarcen, near Al Amerat.

(Right) The edncation programme
secks to develop yormg prpils
reading, writing and arithwetic
sldills as well as their artistic talent.

partridges live their lives safe from
the hunter's gun; and from there
to the Majlhs Al Jinn Tave wath its
mysteries and secrets, whose wide
entrance tempts the adwventurmous to
explore its interior, which, with an
area of 58 000 square metres, a lenpth
of 310 metres and a width of 225 me-
tres, iz big enpugh to accommodate
ten Jurnbo jet aireraft; and from there
to the sinkhole at Hawiyat Najm
Park, all these places are evidence of
the faet that this 13 a region of excep-

tional variety and beauty

“WEWILLTEACH OUR
CHILDEEN, EVEN UNDER THE
SHADE OF A TREE”

The tree to which His Majesty
Sultan Qaboos bin 5aid was refer-
ringat the beginning of his reign has
become a luxuriant garden of knowl-
edge and learming The two schools
which exasted in Museatand Mutmah
before 1970have become 143 sehoaols
with 91,322 students (boys and




girls), according to the Apures for the
2009-2010 school year Along with
these schools, there are also hugher
education insttutes, colleges and
goverrarent and private unaversities
offering courzes in a wide mnge of
diseiplines

The Sultanate’'s educational see-
tors have been upgraded and their
progammes modernised to cope
with the chanpging situations and
challenges of today's world. Oman
has made impressive progress in
higher education and today's Om-
and students are able to opt for the
suibjects that suit their potential and
preferances.

Sulan Qaboos  University
(SQU) 15 at the forefront of Oman’'s
educational institutions and dur-
ing its short Life it has gained an
enviable reputation as a centre of
learning

The pledge to establish this umni-
versity was made at the tenth Na-
tional Day celebrations in 1980 The
first student intake was in 1986 and
the firstbateh praduated in 1900,

In 2000 5QU embarked ona new
phase of itz existenc e with the estab-
lishment of a eultural eentre 1nelud-
ing an auditorium capable of ae-
commmodating 5000 people, as well
as an Omani studies centre with a
200-seat auditorium. The centre's
remit is to eollect and document all
SQU's study papers and make them
available for the benefit of research-
15

The centre has a lbrary with
amound 600,000 book titles and suf-



{Above) The No.1 Confercnce hall
at SQU nsed for lectrres by all
Colleges and by intcrnational
speakers.

(Right) The Sultan Qaboos
University complex with the
mewly-opened Cuftwral Centre in
the foregrormd.

ficient zpace to receive up to 2,000
wisitors. The buwlding, which oecu-
pies five stories, also has elassrooms
and meeting rooms.

5QU0s four main funetons -
teaching, research, community de-
velopment and coopemation with
other acadenur bodies at home and
abroad —have been upgraded.

The university's nine colleges are:
the Colleges of Arts and Social Sei-
ences, Commeme and Eeonomics,
Education, Apricultural and Marine

Seiences, Engineering, and Medi-
cine, Health Seiences, Nursing and
Law. Responsibility for the College
of Law was transferred to 50U from
the 2006-2007 acadernie year under
Poyal Deeree No. 38/ 2006, issued on
24% April 2006,

In addition to SQU, there are also
several institutes and ecollepes of
hugher education in Museat, inelud-
ing private hugher education institu-
tions which opermte in collaboration
writh the government.
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{Top) Eujoying the sunset in
Quryyat harlonr.

Aerinl views of Quryyat, mow
developed and prosperons town in
Muscat Governorate,

{Overleaf) The ronte taken by the
Jewel of Muscat on her voyage
from Oman to Siugapere over the
5 mronths, Febrnary to Jrly 2010.




THE JEWEL OF MUISCAT (JAWHARAT MLUISCAT)
-FOLLOWING THE OLD SEA ROUTES

On 162 February 2010 the Jewel of Muscat (Jmoluarat
Musent) set sail for Singapore along the moute followed
by the seafarers of old, which depended upon the
monsoon winds. Its voyage took it thooupgh the Sea
of Oman and the Ambian 5ea to its first stop, Cochin
in India, then on to 5 Lanka and Malaysia, before it
reached its final destination — Sinpapore — five months
after it first set off. The ship was then presented to the
people of Singapore as a gt from His Majesty the
Sultan

The Jewel of Muscat is a joint hentape and eulture
initiative between the governments of Oman and the
Fepublic of Singapore, which involved building a ot
century replira sailing ship and sailing it from Oman
to Singapore

The Jewrel of Museat carried a earpgo of 60,000 pieces
of Chinese poreelain, pold artefacts, spices and other
goods — known today as the Tang Treasure, which was
found at the bottom of the Indian Oeean 1in1998

The ship's design 1s based on archaeologieal evidence
fromn the Belitung Wreek which was found in
Indonesian waters in 1998. The shup represents a major
feat of mantime engineering. The hull, which was
sewn together with coconut fibre, was built without
nails and each timber had to fit perfectly The wood
was protected by a eoatingof goat fat mixed with lime,
and the sails were square and made from palm leaves

The erew used traditbional 9% century navigation
techniques during the voyage

T O TR e

.

The moute taken by the Jewel of Muscat to Singapore



Sri Lanka Georgetown

Malaysia

Singapore
Sed July 2010










An extensive network of roads

in Mnscat Gevernorate. Oue of

the most recently opened was the
Bawshar-Amerat dunl carringeivny
which takes wotorists aloug a steep
wmervmtainons rond.

ROADS

In any country moads and streets
are desipned to ereate opportunities
for contaets between people and en-
able them o trawvel easily and safely
from one place to another. The rmoad
system in Museat, which iz constant-
ly expanding in line with the Gowver
norate's growing population, urban
development and msing econonme
activity, aimes to ensure the smooth
movermnent of people and velueles be-
tween Muscat's residential, commer-

c1zl and industrial areas and tour
ist resorts. They inelude the busy
eight-Filometre-long Wadi Adei-Al
Ammat mad, which runs throupgh
the mountains a safe distanee from
the eourse of the wad: flow, and the
Al AmgatCunyyat mad (70 Fio-
metres) which snakes deftly around
the wadis and towernng mountains
between al Hajir Foundabout in the
urlayat of Al Anvat and the wtlayat
of Quoyyat.

The Bawrshar-Al Amrat dual car-






The Mnscat Expressway

begins in Qurne and finishes at
Nasecemr Gardens and consisis
of 54 Jans of asphalted road, 13
bridges and ymderpasses, and 12
interc hnnges.

riageway (14 Eilometres) links the
two wilayats by a moute through the
mountaing.

Museat Governorate's 23 July
Street was desighed to relieve con-
gestion on Sultan Qaboos Street and
provide easy aceess to the southern
parts of Al Fhuwayr distnet.

Other major roads include the 18%
Nowember dual carnageway (6 Filo-
metres).

Mo deseniption of the Gowvernormte
of Museat's modern highways would
be complete without a reference to
their street liphting and flyovers
These highways, which are dual car
riageways linking the Gowvernorate
wiith the rest of the country, include
the well-lit Al Mawaleh — Al Ehawd
- Al Ma'abela South road whichhas a
flyowver for traffic travelling between
Al Ma'abela North and Al Ma'abela
South. Among othersindlarroads are
the Al Samooj — Al Qum coast mad,
the Wadi Mayh - Yii — Hanshift
road, and the Seeb eoast road with
itz street lights, flyovers and madside
landscaping. In other coastal towns
and willages, a new asphalted mad
between Vit and Al Sitah (23 Filome-
tres) mow serves several remote ru-
ral commmumties and provades them
wiith a link to Museat.

The future development of the 5ul-
tanate’'s moad system has been as mie-
tieulously planned as the projects for
the eountry’s industmal, agricultural
and economue seetors and is designed
to cope with the counfry's grow-
ing population and wvehdeular traffic.
These projects inelude the Al Quimn-
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MUSCAT INTEENATIONAL ATIRPORT

The proposed new terminal at Museat International
Airport is to hawve a new contml tower and second
runway completed and operational by the end of 2013,
and the passenger terminal and other buildings by
the end of 2014, Further expansions planned in three
subsequent phases will ultimately boost the airport's
capacity to 48 mallion passengers by 2050.

It will feature a new passenger terminal building with
32 boarding air bridges, a second runway, contiol
tower, earpo terminal to handle 200,000 tonnes of
cargn anmaally and ecar parking capacity for 6,000
cars. The passenger termimal, a grandiose strueture
incorporating a blend of modern international class
airport design elements and Omani traditional motifs,
will be builtbetween the two parallel runways.

The new terminal building will hawve a net floorarea of

290,000 sqm and a capacity for 12 million passengers
a year Shopping arcades, restaurants, cafes, elepant
lounges, and an 30 bed airside hotel for transit
passenpgers are also envisaged. The awrport will also
feature a 101l-mietre hugh control tower and a new
Air Traffic Manapement Centre. The project has been
designed to allow the airport to expand it capacity
size for up to 48 million passengers anmually:

Muscat
uppraded

Furthermore, the existng runway at
Internaticnal Airport will be
supplemented with a new runway It will be able to
handle the world's largest passenper plane, the Airtbus
AJ80

and

The project also ineludes a motorway o the airport
writh three lanes in either direchion, complete with
a eomparion interchange feeding into the exashng
motorways.



THE WADI DAYQAH DAM

The Wadi Daygah dam 15 one of the Sultanate’s main
wiater projects. Situated in the wilayat of Quriyyat in
Museat Governorate, Wadi Dayqgah is one of the few
wadis in Oman that flows constantly thooughout the
year.

The project involved the construction of two dams
loeated just upstreamn of Mazam willage. The Main
Dam was constructed across the main channel of Wadi
Daygah. A Saddle Dam has been constructed on the
depression in the left rim of the reservoir

Main Dam = length 410.00m. heght 75.43m, erest
wiidth 5.00m, base width 55.40m The Main Dam has
been constructed with Roller Compacted Conerete. It
iz curved in plan with a vertiral upstream face and a
stepped inclined face on the downstream side.

Saddle Dam = lenpth 360m, height 49 16m, erest
wridth 10m, base width 183.00m The Saddle Dam has
closed the gap through the mountains which was used

for the areess track to the tounst area 1n the Wadi.

On the erest of the Saddle Dam there is an aceess mad
to the Main Dam

Mazara Reservoir = covers nearly 350 heetares inarea
wihen full, it extends for some 6 kms upstream from
the Main Damy and the penmeter at the top water
lewvel 15 about 28 kms. The Mazara site lies on folded
and faulted sedimentary mock layers.

Wadi Daymah eatchment lies in the northern part of
the Eastern Hajar mpunfain range. The wadi flows
thmough these mountains in a number of gorges
fromn the vwillage of Tul down to Daghomar where it
discharges to the sea acmss the eoastal alluwal plain.
The highest point in the catchment 15 1500m abowve
sea level. In its upper reach Wadi Daygah 15 known
as Wadi Tayin. It 15 joined by Wadi Doma At Taryn
willage Further downstream at Tul Village it 15 joaned
by Wad: Fhabbah, a major water beaning tributany
It 15 after this juncton that it is known as the Wadi
Dayqah



Aerial view of Wadi Daygak
D, This project invelved the
conustriction of two daws Tocated
Just upstream of Mazam village,
ie the Main Dam across the Wadi

Daygah, aud a Saddiec Dam ou the
depression in the Teft rim of the
FES £FTOIF.







FERRIES

Twao high-zpeed diesel fermies - the Shinas and the
Hormuz — were launched in 2008 and are currently
operating regular services between the Governorates
of Museatand Musandam, although plans are afoot to
include a stop in this service at Shinas on the Batinah
coast. They also run evening cruises in Museat

High-speed ferry services to over a dozen Omami
ports on the Sea of Oman and the Arabian Sea are
being planned in co-ordination with the Ministry of
Transport and Communications, and the aim iz o
install ferry handling facilities at all the Sultanate’s
exasting and future harbours.

The National Ferries Company (NFC) was established
in 2006 to improve and expand sea transport services
for passengers, poods and wehicles, encoumape
domestie ttade, support the tourist sector and provide
job opportunities for Omam nationals.

The MFCis due tpadd a further three fernes toits fleet
in the very near future to cover the Salalah-Hasilk-Al
Shuwaimiyah-Al Hallaniyyat route. There are also
pPlans to build a further two ferries for the Shannah-

Masirah serrice.







High-tech bealth care is available
to all in Muscats 4 specialist
government haspitals, as well as in
privately-rmm estabiishments.

An MNaseemoad (55 Filometres) from
Al Qum mundabout to just past An
Maseemn mundabout, with three lanes
in each direction as well as twelve
intersections with mads over twen-
ty-eight Filometres long linking the
rieatby residential and industnal are-
as, and nine underpasses. The pmoject
also prowvides for the installaton of
street lighting, landseaping and spa-
e1ous moadside stopping places.

All these projects aim to enable
the public to travel between the dif-

[ ‘:}.

ferent areas of the Governorate in
safety and comfort along a system of
asphalted mads and dual carriape-
ways. With its broad highways, fyo-
wvers and trees, Museat is one of the
Agab world's mostbeautiful capitals.

HEALITH

In 1970 there was just one small
clinic available in Muscat for the
Omani population; no trace of it re-
mains today apart from some refer-
ences in books. Now the Governo-







rate has six hospitals, three palyelin-
ies and 23health e entres, two of them
wiith maternity beds.

Four of Musecat's six hospitals —
the Foyal, Fhoula, Al Nahda and Ibn
Sina - are hiph-tech specialist refer-
ral hospitals. The other two hospitals
are Ar Fahma and Quriyyat.

Departments and authorifies such
as the Divwwan of Foyal Court, the Min-
istry of Defence and the Foyal Oman
Police, prowade similar health services
fortheirstaffand thewrfamnilies. Health




and diagnostie services are also avail-
able ata number of private sector hos-
pitals, polyelinics, health centres and
medical labora tones.

A KNOWLEDGE-BASED
DIGITALECONOMY - KNOWL-
EDGE OASIS MUSCAT (KOM)
Thiz iz the age of technology
and digifal knowledpge. The Sultan-
ate 15 well aware of this and uses a
number of channels to promote an
understanding of modern technol-

ogy among members of the Omam
commurnity and ecreate a sutable
envaronrmnent for implementing a na-
tional information technology (IT)
stratepy. One of its poals is to estab-
lish the nght conditons for an “elee-
tronie soectety” to develop that will
enable the Omam economy to make
a gradual transition toa digifal econ-
omy whirh ean serve the country's
goals of sustainable development.

Inzecking to promote the coneept

of IT and help information-orented

Enowledge Onsis Mruscat (KOM) -
seeking to promote the coucept of
IT aud help information-oricuted
Drsinesses to ¢ ompete effectively.




The Sultan Qabees Sports Conrplex
in Bawshar was the veune for the
final of the of the 19th Guif Football

Cup. Celebrating Oman's win for
the first time.

businesses to compete effectively at
home and abmad, Enowledpe Oa-
515 Muscat (KOM) has ereated an
ideal environment for exchanging
informaton thiough a network of
specialized companies and organisa-
tions.

FOM has awver 40 businesses
and facihifies ineluding small new
individual enterprises, support and
back-up centres, IT and advanced
telecommunications institutes, a net-
wiork of povernment support facili-

tes and mmternational links

FOM wiorks closely with the
Ministry of Commeree and Industry,
Oman Thamber of Commerce and
Industry and the Oman Centre for
Investirent Promotion and Export
Development, as well az export and
development establishments, licens-
ing authorities, basie service provad-
ers and other bodies, wath the aim of
establiching a partnership that will
ensure the success of the Sultanate’'s
IT industry,
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SPORTS FACILITIES

Youth and sports are a significant
aspect of the Sultanate’s dewelop-
ment The povernment aims to en-
sure that the population are healthy
and physically fit, generate enthusi-
asm for sports among young Oma-
mis and eneourage them to mke part
in loeal and international sporting
events.

The Sultan Qaboos Sports Com-
plex in the wilayat of Bawshar, whaeh
opened on 19* October 1985, is the

i A
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country’s leading sports and youth
establishment and was awanded an
international prnize by UNESCO in
1995 for the exeellence of its youth,
sports and educational services.
Among its facilities the connplex
has hockey and foothall pitehes, an

outdoor basketball, handball and
wolleyball pitch and tenmis courts,
as well as a state-of-the-art indoor
sports hall built to international
specifications for team competitions.

The Seeb Sports Stadium, which



{Tep) The Governorate of Mnscat is
a city in ¢ olovrful bioom dvuring the
cooler meonths of the year.

{Right) The Qurm Natwral Park is
one of many popuiar places to eufoy
one’s leisrre fime.

is also in the Governomate of Mus-
cat and opened on 20% December
2005, eovers a total area of 90,000
square metres and has a VIP hall, a
grass football piteh, chanpging rooms
for players and referees, radio and
TV commentary boxes and live TV
transmission facilities,

The Police Stadium in Al Wat-
tayyah - another leading sports
amenity - has been renovated and
modernised to meet the standards of
the championships that it hosts. The
games pitehes in the Governorate of
Museat's sports elubs have alsobeen
radically upgraded.

PARKS - SPACES FOR RELAXA-
TION AND CONTEMPLATION
Museat locks like a hupe natural
park. Under the Penaissance lush
parks and pardens hawve been cre-
ated, turning it into a eity in bloom
and piving it lungs throuph which it
iz able to breathe fraprantbreezes.
The sites of the publie parks hawe
been chozen with greateare and they
canbe found in lorations throughout
the eity
Al Quirn Natural Park, the larg-
est, 15 also a mature reserve. Situated
by the sea and overlooking the main
road, with its date palms, lake, foun-
tains and waterfalls it enchants pas-
sers-by as well as its visitors.
Equipped with the latest light
ing technolopy and sound effects,
an open-air theatre by the lake is the
wenue for music and drama perform-
ances as well as major festivals, na-
tiomal events and celebrations and 1t







The Riyan Park on the Mutral
cormiche and the As Salwwa Gard ens
uear the As Smwal clocktomer
rormidabont are mmong mauy perfect
places to relax.

is there that the annual Museat Fes-
tival's opening and closing cersmo-
nies are held.

The park's winding paths pass
between trees, shrubs and flower
beds, making a walk through it a
truly delightful experience.

Az Sahwa Garden is on a large
area of greenery beside As Sahwa
Tower. iz main features are a series
of ILlanue floor patterns, a maze,
fountains and flowerbeds, as well as
children’s play areas and places for

families to sit and relax.

Fiyam Park in Mutrah is spread
out over hills and overlooks Port
Sultan Qaboos and the coast mad.
An observation tower shaped like
an incense burner in the muiddle of
the park has a telescope for the use
of wisitors and offers opportunities
to emjoy panorarmic views of Muscat
and Mutrah.

Bandar Ar RBawdah Park by the
Bandar Ar Fawdah Club 15 1n a de-
lightful sething high above the sea,




which it overlooks. Built on differ
ent levels connected by footpaths,
it has been designed specifically to
incorporate the features of the loeal
termain and the mountain slopes. Its
features include date palms, open
green areas, services and amenities
and picnie shelters.

Other parks inelude An MNa-
seem, Al Wadi Al Eabar, Al Ammat
and Quriyyat, all of which are ideal
places to relax and contemplate the
beauty of nature.
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MUSCAT - CITY OF ARTS AND

CULTURE
Umiversities are not the only
source of knowledge. Alongmide

them, numerous centres of eulture
and the arts are active throughout
the yearand not only during specific
seasons or festivals.

Sineeits inception in anuary 1998
the annual Museat Festival has be-
come renovrned for its cultuml and
artistie achwities and an extensive
programme of eultural seminars, po-
etry recitals and traditional song and
danee performane es 1z held under its
aegis in vanous loeations in Museat.

The 5Sultan Qaboos Centre for
Islame Culture also plays a signafi-
cant role, while the Sultan Qaboos
Mosque holds seminars and sympo-
siums on Omani, Arab and interna-
tional eultuwral topies which are at-
tended by leading writers and intel-
lectuals from around the world.

There are a large mumber of eul-
tural elubs and assoeiations in Mus-
cat. The Cultural Club haz a busy
programme of activities and attracts
ereative writers, poets and thinkers
from across the Amb world, while
the Literary Assoeiation i5 a major
contributor to the Sulmnate’s cultur
al scene. The Omani Fine Arts Soei-
ety promotes art among the younger
generation and holds exhibitions of
work by Omani, Arab and non-Armb
artsts.

Museat's main theatre 15 the Gty
Theatre. Built on a hill overlooking
Al Qurm Matural Park, using materi-
als thatblend in with its natural swr

roundings, it is one of the Governo-
rate’'s leading cultural buildings.

Musie and museums are two of
the Museat cultural scene’s other
components. The Oman Centre for
Traditional Musie (OCTM), set up at
the Ministry of Information in 1984,
plays a major mole in preserving the
Sultanate’s traditional music and
folklore and eolleets, records, docu-
ments and classifies national and
regional songs and dances. It has a
hupe archive of photographs, eol-
oured slides, audio and video tapes
and field documents stored on com-
puter

In 2002 the OCTM received an
award fromm UNESCO's Internation-
al Musie Couneil

The Foyal Oman Symphony Or-
chestra was established in 1985 to
perform classieal mousie and its musi-
cians are highly trained and talented
Omari nationals. Snee itz first pub-
lie performanee in 1997 it has per-
formed at numerous events at home
and abmad.

The COud Hobbyists’ Assoration
was set up to promote and honowr
the ond - a traditional Amb musical
instrument which has been much
loved by Arabs and the people of the
East from the time of Zaryab to the
present day

Museat's theatres and cultural
premises provide the sething for a
yearround suceession of events in-
cluding plays and art exhibitions,
the Omam Song Festival, the Muscat
Cinema Festival and the Museat In-
ternational Book Fair As well as ex-




hibiting and selling printed and elee-
tronie books and publications on sei-
ence, literature, history and a wide
range of other topies, the Book Fawr
also stapes sendnars and lectures
featuring Omand, Arab and foreign
speakers

In addition to strietly eultural
activities and the arts, Museat also
has a lively media seene. The new
High Defimition television studio
complex in Information Gty in Al
Qurm marks a major step forvard.

Equipped with the latest word-class
digital technology, its studios will re-
place the present studios - whaeh can
no longer handle the growing wvol-
ume of operations and producton -
and give a big boost to Oman TV's
programme and news output

The new comyplex 15 built on four
floors i an architectural style that
15 distinetly Omand, despite being
desipned to incorporate the latest
transmession and network systems.
It covers an area of 21,000 square me-

1504151

The Al Medina ampitheatre in
the Qwr Natwral Park attracts
interuational as well as Tocal
performers.

{Overleaf) Folldoric groups
citertain visiters with traditioual
dances, songs and poctry at the
anunnl Muscat Festival held in
.









Mrscat Festival — events take

place aunnally in vari ons venres
in Muscat Goevernornte nttracting
visitors as well as the local
population.

e T

BN S AR
HEN N NEEEND . .
N S G ek o e T e
EEE BNE THE EEN ESA S = £z3oeEm
Bk e A R

lllllllll--l..u-_; Lkl | ‘ll'l:lln*-p.
-———l--u-—:-{li-l '] 1 -
v s e s e e . ‘.- [F-11
————._—:--_..‘.nm P w4

5 --u-uul—n-;—u—l-?:: I o



i 'Iirlil,l.u v

o kel ‘Iﬂpﬁ




The Royal Oman Symphouy
Orchestra was established in 1985,
It gives concerts locailly, and has
als o performed iuternationally on
several occasions.







auf
-
h—-’l:‘l.'f

%ﬁ‘q‘*ﬁ,ﬂ
“
L

The Oman Centre for Traditi onal
Music bronght together artists

frow aronmd the world for an
International Ond Feron in
Decentber 2006, The Omd Holbyists
Associntion, formed iu 2008, gives
wmnsical ceucerts aud recitals as
well ns participating in oversens
SEMIENArs.






OMAN CULTURAL COMPLEX

The Coman Cultural Complex is set to become one of
the Sultanate’s premier assets, offering practeal and
informational resources to both the academie and
research commundties, as well as ondinary citizens.
When comypleted, the Airport Heights project wiill
occupy a total area of 40,000 square metres and an
initial eostbudget of RO40 million has been allocated.
The overall amhitectural desipn incorporates several
purpose-built structures, o house respectively the
Mational Records and Archive Authority, the Omani
Mational Theatrs, Mational Library and Children's
Library, Literary Forum Hall and Institute of Arts
Otherbuildings within the complex will accommodate
cinemas, ecafes and a concert hall, az weell as
adrunistrative and serviee buildings The whole will
be fronted by a public park

The Cultural Centre 1z covered by a canopy. which
15 bent at its western side by the National Theatre
This musharalich canopy that filters surbeams iz a
reference to Omami aschitecture; in the same way a

trickle crosses covered pardens in reference to aflag
(water channels) The Mational Theatre will cover an
area of 9,200 square metres, and will hawve a seating
capacity of more than 1,000 people. It will use cutting
edge technology to enhance the theatre expenence in
the form of light and sound equipment, control rooms
and other features.

The National Library will inelude, in addition
to the main bocok display area, sepamate sections
for perindicals and special collections, maps and
photographs. Admeent to the display will be reading
and study lounges, lecture moms, an auditonum,
a speeial area for people with disabilities and a
children’s book section. The total area of the library
will be 9,600 square metres

The Literary Forum will oecupy a 1,200 square metre
site and incorporate lecture and semdnar rooms, a
library, reading rooms and computer areas

The Institute of Art will house palleries designed to
exhibit paintings, art works and photos, as well as
training mooims, all fitted with the necessary technieal
aids and security installations



THE OMAN NATIONAL MUSEUM

The Oman National Museum will be one of the eity
of Muscat's major landmarks when it 15 eompleted
in 2012. While it has been designed specifically as a
museum, it also incorporates the prevailing Museat
architectural style whale hanmonising with the nature
of the surmunding terrain.

Divided into many seetions, the vasitor wiill be treated
with the people’s gallery as soon as he or she steps
inside the museum. Desipned in the traditional Cmam
courtyard style, the people’s gallery will prowde
details of the source of inspiration, customs and
traditions of all the administrative repions in Oman
In effecta “wnindow on Omamn eulbure’

In anpther section Unesco-approved herifage sites 1n
Oman will be showeased. In the sechon titled *Cmam
civilisation’, traditional settlements in the country
aneient capitals of Oman and vanous forts and eastes

willbe displayed with information on themnina toueh-
based and interactive way

Other attractions will be buildings and houses
in Oman, myal mansions, irmpaton systems, the
history of currencey and the maritime history with its
traditional songs sung during voyages.

Objects datingback 1 Smillion years, which have been
unearthed in Dhofar, are expected to be one of the
star atbtractions. In the international seetion, treaties,
letters and other artefarts Oman pgained from its fies
with other countries will also be displayed. Relations
between Oman and East Africa too will be given a
special section.

Az well as providing immediate, urdque and creative
deseriptions of the items on display, the Museum
will also hold exhibibons, conduet edurational
progrannmes, lectures and seminars and support
research.



(Above) The High Definition
studios ¢ omplex — nupon ¢ ompletion
viewers of Oman TV will be the
first in the region to expericuee the
superior quality of High D efiniti on

¢ ontent production and dis tribtion.

Suiftanate of Oman Television
eperates twe channels — the General
Clannel which transmits o wide
variety of progromes arovnd the
clock, mud Chaunel Tiro which
trausmits from 1600 to miduight.







The Royal Opera Honse reflects
traditi onal Arab architee trre baet
in a medern oay. The interior too
is to have au element af Middic
Eastern tradition and Arabic/
Islamic design to it iu the gildings,
stencilling and ¢ olonring.

tres and compnses thirteen transmis-
sion, production and musie studios, a
theatre, a nevwsroom, a control mom,
services and utalities, a central tech-
rucal area, a lbmry and other fea-
tures — making for a truly @apeless
broadeast production environmment.

THE ROYAL OFERA HOUSE - HI-
TECH DESIGN

Coveninganarea of 80,000 square
metres, the Foyal Opera House in Al
Qurm iz a major musical, theatrieal
and amchitectural landmark Its main
features are its hu-tech design and the
quality of its acousties. The audito-
rium ineludes a Foyal Box and VIP
seating with three terraces on either
side.

MUSEUMS - REPOSITORIES OF
THE PAST

Crman's museums are repositor-
ies of the past preserved for poster-
ityy They inelude the Museum of
the Omani Heritage, opened on 17%
Nowvember 1974 over the years this
museum has underpone frequent ex-
pansion and new features have been
added.

The Minstry of Heritage and
Culture Museum, established in
Muscat in 1978, contains a copy of
the letter from the Prophet Moham-
med (PEUH]) to the people of Oman,
which was sent during the eighth
year of the Hipa/630AD to Jaifar
and Abd, the sons of Al Tulanda — the
kings of Oman at that ime —inwiting
them to embiace IElam. The s eum
also has portraits of the Sultans of







THE ROYAL OPERA HOUSE

The Poyal Opera House in the Governorate of Museat's
Al Sarmoog distriet is an architectural masterpiece as well
as a musical and theatrical landmark Covennganarea of
around 80,000 square metres and built in the traditonal
style, iz putward appearance contains many of the
features of Oman's forts, eastles and prand old houses

Inside, its state-of-the-art lighting and sound technology
is of the highest internaticnal standard and designed
to cater for a range of different types of performances,
including operas, plays and cone erts,

The building, with it harmondous blend of different
features - both functional and aesthetie - is an important
addition to the Sultanate’s cultural heritage

For drama performances the stage canbe expanded and
the nunib er of seats reduced toaceommmodate anaudience
of around 800, while a 32-metre-hagh tower provides a
range of padpgetry to enhanee the theatrieal effects. For
eoneerts the audience seating canbe expanded to 1,100.

Modern technology will be wused t© pmduce an
excephional acouste effectand the haghest sound fidelity;
adapted to suit the type of performance.

There are three tiers of seats on either side of the Foyal
Box and VIP seating area.

The Poyal Opera House also offers a range of other
amenities includingrestaurants, eafes, shopsanda market
for the sale of art works and traditional handicrafts.

With their trees and lawns, the grounds around the
building are anattrachive spot for visitors to sitand emoy
the fresh air.
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Mumuseat kas a noon ber of interesting
mrserms — fentwred here are the
Muserme of Bait Frausa, Ouant
Heritage, Natwral History, Bait Al
Zubair and Crrrency at the Central
Bank of Omau.

Oman i ehronologieal order; as well
as documents, traditional costumes,
silverware and old postage stamps.
The NMNatwral History Museum
which opened on 30%* December
1986 in the Ministry of Heritage and
Culture building, containes examples
of the Sultanate's nmatural treasures
In front of the museum is a fossil-
ised tree some 260 million years old
- the oldest tree in Oman. There are
stuffed arumals and birds from van-
ous Omani habitats and a speeial

section devoted to three meteontes
from the planet Mars which were
found during a geologieal survey in
the Wusta region,

The Omani-Freneh Museum doe-
uments the strong relations between
Oman and Franee, which date from
the beginning of the eighteenth cen-
tury It contains documents, pietures
and exhibits from the heritage of the
two countries.

The Sultan's Armed Forees Mu-
seum’s displays include models,



weapons and documents depiching
events in Oman's military history.

The Children's Museum, opened
in Novermber 1990, provides simple,
easy-to-follow demonstrations of
seience and technology for ehaldren.

The Sayyid Faisal bin Ali Muse-
um, which opened in 2008, confaine
a permarnent exhibition of weapons
dating from the Stone Age to the See-
ond World War.

The Bait Al Baranda Visitors Cen-
tre, which is owverseen by Musecat
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Muscat’s mmsenms attract all nges
and matienalitics te visit — here are
the mnscrons of the Sultan’s Armed
Forces, the Children’s Muscion and
Bait Al Baranda. At the Sayyid
Faisal bin Al mnsernn there is a
display of ancient maunscripts.

Munieipality, depiets the history of
Muscat from the eariest geologeal
epochs to the present day, It attracts
a large nuimber of tourist groups

The Muscat Gate Museum on
Museat Gate's upper floor is devoted
to the history and dewvelopment of
the eity of Muscat

There are three privately-run Mu-
5 EUIS:

The Bait al Zubair Museum con-
fains personal omaments and jew-
ellery and examples of traditional

Omari weapons, and in its grounds
a rnimiature village canbe seen com-
plete with flowing falag.

The Bait Adamn Museurn, opened
in 2004, contains an unsurpassed
collection of Oman's postal history,
as well as one of the best private an-
cient coina ge eollections

Ghalya's Museum of Modern Art
on the Mutrah corruche portrays, in
a cluster of old Omam houses, the
habits, raditions and ways of life of
past generations.






Fort Miraui (1587) on the western
side and Fort Jelali (1555) ou

the north-castern side of Muscat
overl ook the Oman Sca, whilst
Muntrak Fort stands guard ou the
coruiche overlooking Port Suftan
Qabaoes.

FORTS AND CASTLES

The many forts and castles in
the Governorate of Museat stand as
silent witnesses to this country’'s il-
lustious past The hillop forts of
Al Jalah and Al Mirani overlook the
Sea of Oman. Al Jalali, completed in

1588, oeeupies a peak one hundred
and fifty feet abowve sea lewel on the
north-eastern side of the eity of Mus-
cat, while Al Mirami, builtin 1587 —a
year before Al Jalali - 15 on the west-

ern side.

The old Museat eaty gates inelude
Bab Al Mathaib, Al Bab Al Kabirand
£] Bab Al Saghir With its six towers
Mutrah Fort, built in 1578, guards
the town of Mutmah from a erag
overlooking the sea.

Az Sifah Fort, in the wvillage of
As Sifah in the south-eastern part
of Museat Governorate, overlooks
the sea on one side and a wadi on
the other. The wilayat of 5eeb has
several historie buildings inelud-
ing Al Fhawd Ctadel, Sur Majid




in the wvillage of Al Manoomah,
Dima Fort in Al Fhrais and Al Bait
Al Oud in Al Fhawd, as well as Al
Jafmain and Ar Rusayl Towers, to
name buta few

In the wuxlayat of Bawsher you
will find Al Husn Citadel, Al Fath
Citadel, Al Hammam Towers and
the mansion of Bait Al Magham.
Qunyyat has a larpe number of forts
including Quriyyat Fort, Al Sahel
Fort, Dagh Fort, Al Misfah Fort and
Al Malik Fort, as well as Al Burj Gt
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Munseat Governorate as a nmmber
of forts.

(Tep) Quryyat Fort aud (right)
Quryyat tower wihich was shown
on a map of the town in 163 5.
(Above) The mansion of Bait Al
Maghom in Bowshar, aud (right)
Sirat Al Gharbiya located north of
Fort Miraui in Mnuscat Bay.

adel (beside Quriyyat Fort), Al Sai-
rah Giadel and Fhammawh Gadel
There are also several archaeologieal
remains dating from the third nmul-
lentmium BC

The wtlayet of Al Amiat has
Ba'ee and Al Hapr Forts, as well as
the Rajee’, Mandhariyvah and Ba'ee
Towrers.

Museat also has numemus grand
old houses such as Bait Az Sayyid
MNader, Bait Gareeza and Bait Al
Sayyid Abbas bin Faisal.

DA S A A L GO E
B

MUSCAT'S BUILDINGS - TRA-
DITION AND MODERNITY
Museat's buildings strike a har-
momnioiss balanee between tradibon
and modermity — between the Amb
and Elamie hentage and the amhi-
tectural stylez of the modern age
The latter can be cleardy seen in the
fine busldings whach grace the pub-
lie squares and openareas of modern
Musecat outside the eity’s old wall. At
the same tune, the arches and orma-
mentaton of these modern build-
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The Sultan Qaboss Graud M esqne
inangrrated in Moy 2001 has

5 minarets. Different decorative
styles ean be seen in the arcades,
with short descriptions given of the
historical backgrommd of ench.

ings show that they have managed to
retain their original Arab and Islamie
character.

The first thing that strikes the
visitor to Muscat is the sight of the
splendid dome of the Sultan Qabons
Grand Mosque, surrounded by five
rmunarets in the maddle of a broad ex-
panse of preenery.

From inside, the entrancing
beauty of thas great building 15 most
obviously apparent in the meticulous
desipn of its prayer hall, the use of
mosaies to decorate the inside of the

dome and the mihmab (prayer ruche)
framed by a border of CQur'ande
verses

The mwag (arcades) with their
multiplieity of styles will also im-
press the wisitor Short desenphions
displayed in each mwag secton ex-
plain the historieal backgmound of
their different decomative styles.

Other striking mosques in the
Governorate of Muscat inelude the
mosque of Maizoon bint Ahmed in
Al Mawaleh distriet in the uslayat
of Seeb and the Said bin Taimur



Mosque in Al Fhuwayr in the wrla-
yat of Bawshar with its eye-cateh-
ing eolouwrs and simple decorative
style.

Standing in the midst of sewveral
other imposing buildings, Al Alam
Palace in the old eity of Museat is
an architeetural sensation. Al Bus-
tan Palace Hotel near Al Bustan
village, which stands beside the
shore, combines Islamue art and
design with modern technology
The flower-bedecked coast mad
that takes you there, sandwiched

between the sea and the moun-
tains, ends at the traditional sailing
ship Sofiar which made the historic
voyage to the Chinese port of Gan-
ton. Today the Sohar stands in an
open space in the middle of a large
moundabout.

The hotel 15 surrounded by date
palms, green meadows and moun-
tains, which come right down to the
Sed.

The stunning three hotel Shanpgri-
la Barr al Jussah Resort lies between
mpuntains and the sea.




(Top) The beardiful uilral (prayer
miche) of the Sultan Qaboeos Grand
Mosqne. (Below ) the Mizim Al
Saceda mosque in Seel, and the
Said bin Taivr mesque in Al
Kliraeair.

TRADITIONAL CRAFTS AND
FOLELORE

The main erafts in the Governo-
rate of Museat are handworked gold
and silver jewellery, carpentiy and
woodwork. Some of the population
are fishermen and farmers or work
in halvwa manufacture and other tra-
ditional eraft industries.

An exception to this are the la-
dies of the Wadh As Sareen, situated
some 45 kms south-east of Muscat,
who produce beautiful leather and

wroal handieraft items. Mo looms are
used, instead the warps are the ver
tical elements, whilst the wefiz are
the active and horizontal elements
so it iz wett twining worked around
leather stnips.

The best known traditional nma-
gie and dance forms are al mzha, al
aezt, ol gusafi, al nmmwoz, al madom,
fimoon al bahr, al maalid and al shar
Each of these has its own sigmfi-
cance and is performed on appro-
pnate occasions.
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The riooions Al Bustan Palace
Hotel in Sidal which was epewed
in 1983, aud refirbished on several
occasions. It boasts an anditorivmn
where concerts and ¢ onferences are
held.
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The Barr Al Jissalk, a major tonrist
development with its three -hotel
¢ onrplex, sitrnted mear Qantab.

{Overlenf) Traditi onal crafts —

the making of the silver dagger
(khaujar) is the most mndti -faceted
of all Omaui crafts, enc ompassing
the worling ofsteel, wood, horm
and leather, as well as enbroidery
skalls, and silver-worling
teceniques. The lady ou the right is
malking fewel-like strips of braid
latowen as talli or sine.

Mnscat Bay - betiveen Forts Jalali
and Mirani Ties the Al Al Palace
and royal gresthonses.
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The Bm} As Salea
ronmdabend today.







The Bait Al Falaf
- airpert in Rt in 1971,
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THE GOVERNORATE
OF DHOFAR

LAND OF FRANKINCENSE - AND THE AROMA OF HISTORY

The Governorate of Dhiofar ltas a long history and many traces of

its past cane be seen to this day. During the modent era it was frou
Ditofur that Oman’s Renaissaice was lmwoiched worder His Majesty
Sultan Qaboos bin Said’s leaderslip in 1970.

The Governtorate of Dliofiar lies at the Sultanate’s soutliern extrenity
some 1,000 Kilowmetres from the Govemmorate of Muscat. It borders
o the Wiesta region to the east, the Arabian Sea to the soutl, the
Republic of Yemen to the west and the Enpty Quarter desert fo

the nortlh-west and wortls. Its ten wilayats are Salalal, Thiwmrayt,
Tnqal, Mirbat, Sadah, Rakhyut, Dalkut, Muqgshin, Shalim and the
Hallmmiyyat Islands, mud Mazymwak. These wilayats inclnde 28
niyabats (sub-wilayats).

From tire point of view of its terrain Dlrofar is divided into three
distinct regions - n constal region, a worortain region and te Najd
desert region. The wornpetain region co mprises a narrow strip of ligh
green worortains and has n moderate climate thronghont the year,
with temperntures ranging from 15to 33 degrees Cenfigrade.

The mountains receive the
South-West Monsoon winds during
the Kharesfseason between June and
September, which blow in from the
Indian Ocean bringing must dnz-
zle and summer rain. Water flows
in abundance in the springs. The
mountains are cloaked in greenery
and scattered flocks of sheep and
herds of cows, camels and goats
graze on the pastures that cover the
slopes.

The Gowvernorate of Dhofar's
eoastal region is part of the specially
protected marine area declared by
the International Maritime Orgami-
sation with the aim of protecting
the local environment and econome

At the end of the wous oon,
Impatiens balsawinn of the Towch -
me-not family, are in fudl bloow on
the D kofar escarprnent.

resources from pollution. It iz an
area of great natural beauty and itz
rocky shores and numerous la poons
comprise a number of distinet, bio-
diverse ecosystems, ineluding man-
grove swamps, breeding areas for
a wide vanety of binds, fish and
crustaceans, and plants that provide
food for numerous marine species
Molluses and erustaceans in these
areas include lobsters, squid, aba-
lone and prawns

When you mowve from one part of
Dhofar to another — from the coast
to the mountaing or from the moun-
tains to the Najd - you find yourself
travelling between areas with dif-
ferent histories and totally different
rnatural envimonments. Salalah 12 a
ecity that combines an illustrious past
with a thriving and equally splen-
did present — fromn the ruins of the
city of Al Baleed, site of the remains
of an ancient grand mosque, to the
achievements of Oman's Fenais-
sance

No reference to the ualoyat of
Tagah would be complete without
mention of Fhawr Rawn — the lds-
torie eify of Sumhuram - which was
a prosperous centre in aneient times.
Thousands of tourists from all owver
the world wisit thas site, wlhich dates
from the pre-Christian era.

The walzyat of Mirbat has much
to offer —beautiful unspoilt beaches
writh silver sand and coral, stunming
views of mountaing such as Jabal
Samhan, which iz one of the Sul-
tanate’s major wildlife sanctuanes,
tombs like the tomb of Bin Al and







The beardy of the desert at Mugs lin.

rnumerous histone buildings inelud-
ing the eitadel of Bin Saydouf.

Visitors to the wiloyat of Sadah
can enjoy fresh abalone and lobsters
if they are there at the right time of
year Forty-five tonnes of abalone
are caught but at present there iz a
ban in place during the diving sea-
som. This rare sea ereature is known
for its high nutritive value. The urla-
wat of Shalim and the Hallaniyyat
Islands 15 famous for its sandy and
rocky shores and the nich vanety of
tish wlueh teem in its offshore wa-
ters. Seweral private sector coonpa-
rues hawve invested in the Governo-
rate’s fishing industry and ean and
export local catehes to the repion's
markets

The wnlayat of Shalim and the
Hallaniyyat Ilands wsed o be
remote, sparsely populated and
somewhat ecut off from the rest of
the country. Howewver, the situation
has changed over the years of the
Renaissance. Today it is a popular
destination for nature lovers and
each of its three miyabats has an ad-
miristrative centre with a full range
of government services.

The ualayat of Mugshin 15 a re-
gion of oases and wide, sweeping
plains.

In the distant past frankincense
used tobe pathered and traded from
the desertin the wilayat of Thurmrayt
and it was this valuable substance
that fuelled the nise of Shisr and
Whbar — an aneient eity of columns
and domes Today Wubar 15 an im-
portant archaeologieal site and the

remains disecovered beneath its soil
and sands remind us of a eiviliza-
tion that thrived centumes ago.

The charmang wrlayat of Fakhy-
ut hies by the foothills of Jabal Al
Qamar In the past it was a trading
centre and ships came from far and
wide to anchor in its harbour and
load up with frankincense and ani-
mal produets.

The mad to the wilzyat of Dalkut
takes you through mountins and
wadis covered with green trees and
fra grant shrubs, particularly durning
the summer — the Fhareef season
Dalkut itself 15 a pretty town on the
shores of the Arabian Sea. Some
three Kilometres to the east of it iz
a shady tree of immense anbiquity
known as Harown Dher, or "The
Strange Tree", the Adamsorua drgrtata
{Baobab or enkrzein ibbali). With 1ts
massive trunk this exotie tee sym-
bolises the wtlayat's natural lush-
ness and fecundity.

Al Mazyunah is on the Yemeni
border around 260 Eilometres west
of Salalah This desert urlayat is un-
derpoing rapid development.

THE FEANKINCENSE (Boswellin
sacrn) TEEE IN DHOFAR
- MORE THAN JUST A TREE

The Governomate of Dhofar and
frankincense (Boswellin sacra) are in-
extricably intertwined. Dhofar is the
historie homeland of the frankin-
cense tree, which forged a common
link between the eivilizations of the
ancient world over seven thousand
years ago. Thanks to its spiritual es-



AL MAZYUNAH FREE ZONE - GATEWAY TO
FROMISING INVESTMENT PROSFECTS

Al Mazyunah Free Zone in the Governomate of Dhofar
iz a new addition to the network of industrial estates
that can be found across Cman.

Phase One of the zone covers an area of amund four
and a half million square metres and aims o provide
facilities for the establishment of a range of industral,
commereial and servie e projects and other operations.
Currentdy there are fourteen productive companies
businesses in the zone, three factories are under
construetion and a further four new projeets are on
the way A large number of appheations hawve also
been submitted for other investment enterprises.

Al Mazyunah lies on the Sultanate’s border with

the Republic of Yemen and this places it in a good
position to play a role in the re-export trade between
the two countries and between the Amb Gulf Co-
operation Couneil states, Yemen and the countries of
the Hom of Africa. In doing so it will help promote
trade between Amab countries and eloser Arab-Arab
economic integration

In March 2010 an inwvestment apgreement was
sipned as a statepie partnership between the
Public Establishment for Industrial Estates and an
mnternational company with the aim of developing
a further three million square metres of the Al
Mazyunah area. This will provide seope for local
and international investment and boost the economice
sectors involved in free trade zone opemtions
ineluding transport, banking and tourism, to name
buta fewr



{Top) Frauldncense trees at Wadi
Dawkal and a close-up of the
millay Hgrad wiich fl owes ont and
solidifies into gloldes, later to be
sold in the shops.

(Beloae) The B oswelia sacra, ar
frauldue ense tree, thrives in the
arid w ovmitainons zone beyond the
i onis 0 on we oistire bt within range

of the c ooling winds.
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sence - the fraprant smwnke that is
produced from its resin — it 15 shll
hughly prized today

Amund seven thousand tonnes
of frankincense are produced in
Dhofar every year Huge quantities
of top qualty frankincense grow
along a stnp of land up to eight
Eilometres wide that runs parallel
wriith the coast until it mpers off at
its western end north of Fas Farak
The government attaches great im-
porfance to the frankincense sites;
surveys were carmed out in the
trankincense tree reserve in Wadi
Dawkah following the issue of
Foyal Decree No. 16/ 2001 and the
boundaries of the site were deline-
ated.

The trees wsually grow in small
clumps and are between three and
five metres in height They begin
producing  frankincense between
eight and ten years after they hawve
been planted; it 15 extracted direetly
from the tree by cuthng or scanfy-
ing the trunk (this operation re-
quires preat skill), following which
a pummy mdlky liquid flows out
and solidifies.

The best frankineense trees pro-
duee whitish flowers. Lower qual-
ity trees produce reddish flowers;
the redder the flower, the poorer
the quality. The dark leaves, which
are similar in appearance to olive
leawves, pive off a fraprance simular
to the amoma of frankineense when
it is being burnt on charcoal. There
are four types of frankine ense — each
classified aceording to its quality



No houwe in Oman is withont one
of the 4 types of franlinecuse and
baeriiers of different designs and

¢ olonrs.,

and place of ongin — Hawjan, Ngd,
Shiazm and Sahli

Thousands of years apo frankin-
cense was an essential element in re-
lipious rituals. It was used in moum-
mifying the bodies of the Epyptan
pharaohs and burnt in the temples
of the Egyptans and the Assyrans
of Mesopotamua. It was even used
as faraway as Greece, Fome and In-
dia and was referred to by ancient
hestorians  ineluding  Herodotus,
Pliny, Sttabo and Diodorus, all of
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whom asserted that the demand for
frankineense was greater than the
demand for any other commodity.
Frankine ense also had important
medicinal properties. The ancients
used it as a heart tonde and to treat
stomach and digestive disorders
and stmulate the appetite. Today
the people of Dhofar add it to drnk-
ing water as a diuretic and because
it has a cooling effect. It 15 also an
ingredient in cosmetie preparations.
According to some traditional be-







Salalah Towrism Festival, held in
JulyiAngust eack year, nttracts
visitors from all over the world.




liefs it 15 effective in warding off
the evil eye from the brideproom at
weddings, on such oceasions hupe
earthenware incense burners are

prepared and wawved over the heads
of the people present; ash 15 placed
in the burner then a layer of char
coal embers, then some pieces of
frankineense, whach melt and give
off their distinetive aroma.

The frankincense tree 15 indeed
more than justa tree.

TOURISMAND FESTIVALS

While the frankineense treecreated
links between Dhofarand the ancient
world in former times, the Fharesf
season in Salalah and the eity's an-
nual tourism, eulture and arts festival
are among the many bridges of com-
mumiration and interaction between
the Sultapate and its Arab neigh-
bowurs today The festival programme
includes a wide range of recreational,
cultural, arts and sporting achwities
as well as exhdbibons, sermnars and
other events, which bring thousands
of wisitors to the Gowvernomate of
Dhofar

During the summer — the Kharesf
— the mountains of Dhofar tum
green as the monsoon winds bring
a gentle drizzle and a refreshing
dampness to the region Feople
find themselves reinwvigorated and
in the moed to po out on trips and
do sometlung active — something
recreational or sporting perhaps,
or ewven an artistic pursuit of some
kind. The Salalah Tounst Festival
offers an ideal opportunity for any
or all of these activities; moreowver,
a wide choiee of restaurants, hotels,
hotel apartments blocks and shop-
ping centres is available to cater for
the needs of the tourists who come
to enyoy the amenities on offer:

These amenities include the Mir-
bat Beach Resort - a tounst resort
comprising theee hotels, a marina, a
golf eourse, a shopping cenfre, vil-
las and luxury hotel flats.

The As Sawdah Island Project is
an eco-friendly tourist resort con-
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The University of Dhofar, College
of Applicd Sciences and Collcge of
Techuology providing students with
the Faew Jrow to take up jobs in a
wide variety of ficids.

sisting of 32 lcury hotel units. The
Salalah World tounst shopping cen-
tre and the recently openedSalalah
Marmott hotel in the wrlayat of Mir-
bat are also among Dhofar's private
sector enterprises.

EDUCATION - THE CORNER-
STONE OF NATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

Education 15 the cornerstone of
the nationm's development and it
has been the top prionty of Oman's

Renaissance since the latter was first
launched in 1970.

In the 20092010 school wyear
there were 41,359 students (boys
and pirls) in Dhofar's 149 schools.
Hundreds of male and female stu-
dents graduate every year from
Dhofar Undwversity and Dhofar's
College of Applied Seiences and
College of Technology and take up
jobs in a wide range of specialist
fields.



= -

o mma i




{Above) Hespitals in Dhofar have a
conelined total of 538 beds.

(Right) Tonrists from all over the
Aral world enjoy the monusoon
SEAS ON.

HEALTH SERVICES

The povernment regards the pro-
wvision of health services for all eiti-
zens as one of its top priorities and
health faeilities can be found across
the Governormate of Dhofar

Az well as the 450bed Sultan
Qaboos referral hospital in Salalah
there are hospitals in Tawn Ateer
Mirbat, Pakhyut, SFadah and Madi-
nat Al Haqq in the wrloyat of Tagah.

In addition to the hospitals,
which hawve a combined total of 538

beds, health facilities in the Gowver-
norate of Dhofar include the Salalah
Polyelimie and twenty-eight health
centres, twenty-two of which hawe
maternity beds.

Work has been completed on the
construetion of new health eentres
in Ad Dahamz and West Salalah
A cardiolopy centre and mapnetie
resomance umit are currently under
construction.

A new referral hospital will be
built in the Governorate of Dhofar



under the Eighth Five Year Plan
(2011-2015).

ROADS AND DEVELOPMENT

There can be np development,

tourism or sigruficant economic ae-
ity without a network of modern
mads. Foad projects in the Gowver
norate of Dhofar include the con-
wversion of the 73-Filometre-long
Salalah-Thumrayt moad into a dual
carmageway and the installation of
streetlighting along it, as well as the

construction of the Hasik-Al Shu-
waymiyyah coast road (94 Eilome-
tres) at a cost of amund RO84 mil-
lion This project, which iz due for
completion i 2011, will provide an
alternative overdand link between
Dhofarand the rest of the Sultanate
Other major mads under construe-
tion include the 141-Filometre-long
Sharthat-Sawgam mad between
the wtlayat of Shalim and the Hal-
laniyyat Elands and the Wusta re-
gion. Some moads in the urban areas

are being paved and street ighting
is being installed in Salalah, Tagah,
Thunwayt, Mirbat, Al Mazyunah,
Sadah and Shalim and the Hallani-
yyat Blands.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT -
MAKING INVESTMENT WORK
Faysut Industral Estate is ome
of a number of industrial estates in
the Sultanate that have been set up
to broaden the country's industnal
base. Iteovers anarea of around 142







hectares including a storape area
(30 hectares) The Estate will be ax-
panded by a further 100 hectares in
futuire.

Faysut Industrial Estate has 68
factonies and eommmereial installa-
tons. As part of its plan to promote
and support Omami industry, the
govermmment 15 encouraging private
sector investiment and the use of In-
cally available resources, as well as
the ereation of job opporturaties for
Omam nationals.

SEAPORTS AND AIR
TRANSPORT

Zalalah Adrport is the Governo-
rate of Dhofar's main tounst and
travel faeility and handles a large
number of domestie and interna-
tional flights. Several of its ameri-
ties have been upgraded, new pas-
senger and business class lounges
and other services are due i be
added and it handling capacity will
be expanded to enable it to receive
up to a million passengers a year

Yorng people are taking np fols
in the factorics on the Raysnt
Indnstrinl Estate — tins of fish are
packed, and labelled for expart.
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ELECTERICITY AND WATER

In wiew of the steady rise in de-
mand for electricity services, the
government is enga ged on a number
of projectz to imyprove the electrie
power prid These inelude the con-
struction of an RO385 million power
station and desalination plant on the
Ashour plain in the wrloyat of Mir-
batwitha 445 megawatt genemting
capacity, which will produce 15 nual-
lion pallons of desalinated water a
day All phases of the project are due
for ecompletion in 2012,

Other projects with a total value
of RO23 nullion are also being im-
plemented to expand the Governn-
rate’s electricity services, in addi-
tion to a further RO6 mullion worth
of projects for boostng the power
transmission and distribution sys-
tem

THE SEWAGE PROJECT

The Salalah sewage pioject - one
of the bigpest infrastructure projects
in Dhofar — will contribute to the
region’'s commereial and economie
dewvelopment and help improwe the
Governorate's environmental and
living conditions.

The project, which has an invest-
ment value of over RO70 mullion,
comprises three main elements — a
eollection and conwveyance system,
a treatment plant and a feeder sys-
tem

When the first two phases hawve
been completed at the end of 2010,
the project will serve around 200,000
people.
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Port of Salalak, a majer traus-
shipment port, sitting at the major
Enst-West shippiug lanes.



Salalah Port

The Salalah container port is one of the Sultanate's
prneipal ports and is among the top 30 container ports
in the world, sithng as it does on the Indian Oeean R,
right at the major East-West shipping lanes. Salalah 13
the second largest container route between Europe and
the Far East, and prowides easy access to the Ambian
Gulf, Red 5ea, Indian Oceanand the East Afmiean coast.
Salalah Port has two temmunals — a Container Ternanal
(CT) and a General Carpo Termunal (GCT).

Container Terminal

Cpembions at the Container Termunal bepan in 1998
Thas termanal oecupies a total area of 1.2 mallion square
metres. In wiew of the success of Port Salalah as a major
transshipment port in the repion, the governoment
started the mmplementation of the second stape of
expansion in 2005 with the establishment of two berths
{Berths 5 and 6), both with depths of 18 metres. They
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were comrmssioned in early 2009 The terminal now
consists of seven berths with a total length of 2,505
metres of quay wall. It is equipped to handle the world's
largest container wessels with its 16-18m berths and
18.5m approach channel. The Port's container terminal
capacity today 15 6 mallion TEU. Today 25 of the world's
largestcranies have been installed on the berths.

A Memprandum of Understanding hags been signed with
the Orman povernment for the developmentof Inewdeep-
wraterberths which will bring capaeity to 9 million TEU.
General Cargo Terminal (CGT)

The GCT has 12berths mnging fmom 115 to 600 metres in
length with draupghts of up to 16 metres, and a dedicated
oil pier: Expansion of the GCT 15 underway and ineludes
1,800m of linear Geneml Cargo berths with draughts of
16-18m to enable it to handle up to 40 mullion tons of dry
bulk commodities and over 5 million tons annually of
liquid products.



SPORTS AND YOUTH
ACTIVITIES

Oman's modern Fenaissance at-
taches the same importance to the
phyzical fitness of the country's
youth as it does to developing their
manids and the povernment has
provided a wide range of sporfing
and other youth activities for their
benefit.

In the Govemnorate of Dhofar
there are five sports elubs — Dhofar,
An Masr Al Ttehad, Al Hilal and Mir-

bat. There are also a number of other
sports amemties ineluding the Salalah
Sports Complex and As Saada Sports
Complex. The Salalah Sports Com-
plex, built in 1991, comprizes a foot-
ball piteh, an athleties track, changing
rooms, an adrministative building
and accommodaton for the teams.
Numemus events have taken place
here, ineluding Ioeal and internation-
al championships and matehes.

The new As Saada Sports Com-
plex has a football piteh capable
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Constriction of n RO3I S5 million
power station and desalinntion
plant on the Ashonr plain in the
wiliayat ef Mirbat is crorrently
taling place, with other projects
warth RO23 million being
implemented.
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of accommodating around 10,000
spectators, as well as a ecovered
sports hall, an Olympie-sized
swimming pool, a2 hoekey piteh,
two tennis courts, staff and player
accommodation and several other
facilities

MAREKETS

Al Hisn Souq - one of the main
markets in the Governorate of Dho-
farand the oldest souqgin Salalah- 15
situated in one of the eity’s old quai-

ters. Uppraded in the year 2000,
it covers an area of 30,000 square
metres and has a large number of
shops and stalls. After the sale of
ineense-burners, frankineense and
ineense were Omarnisedin 1004 (1 e
only Omanis were allowed to sell
these items), several of the shops
that had previously been selling
other goods bepan selling these
items too

Salalah's central market oeeu-
pies anarea of 38,914 square metres
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in the city centre. As itis a very
important part of the city's com-
mereial seene, it is constantly
being upgraded by the govern-
ment.

Souqgs will be built in the
new residential areas in several
of Dhofar’s main towns and eit-
ies to serve the needs of the loeal

SULTAN QABOOS MOSQUE
- AN IMPORTANT
RELIGIOUS AND CULTUR-
AL INSTITUTION

The Sultan Qaboos Mosque,
which opened in Salalah in 2009,
it a major relipious and eultural
institution. Oeeupying an area of
around 19 440 square metres, it
15 surmounded by a marble-clad
outer wall and has four gateways
operung onto the neighbounng
streets. The ground floor covers
an area of 7360 square metres
and the main prayer hall can ae-
commodate some 3,200 worship-
PErs.

THE LAND OF FEANKIN-
SENCE (WORLD HEERITAGE
SITES)

Many erilizations  hawe
come and gone over the course
of the Sultanate’s long history
and traces of them can be seen
to this day The ancient city of Al
Baleed to the east of Salalah in
the Gavernorate of Dhofar was
an example of Islamic architee-
ture atits best duning the Islamue

Plygical fituess and developing the
wind are of eqgual inportance.






period; this was exemplified by its
Grand Mosque wathits 144 columns.
It was visited twice by the traveller
Ibn Battuta — onee in the 7 centu-
ry AH (142 century AD) and apgain
twenty years later He desenmbed it
as a city of many mosques which
produced excellent silk, as well as
eotton and linen garments, and ex-
ported the finest Ambian horses to
India. In the 14* century AD it was
a commereial hub for trade between
India and the East African coast.

Tver . .-

Large scale excavations began in
2009 in the southern and south-east
of the site, which revealed the pres-
enee of a substantial formal eity wall
with assoeciated towers from the
southern and south-east, and a very
large stone breakwater In addition,
the distinetive rectangular piece of
land surrounded on three sides by
ancient lapoon deposits — some-
times identified as the Custom's
area — was completely surmounded
by a formal ecity wall with towers.
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AlHisu Sowg covers an arca of
30,000 square wetres while Salalak’s
central market ocenpics an area

of 38,914 square metres in the city
cemire.



{Top) The Sultan Qaboos Masque
in Salalak, syoeroamded by a marble
clad outer wall, was opened on
10tk July 2009.

(Below) Al Baleed Archacological
Parlk

This wall 15 assoeiated with the gate
excavated from the east side. To the
west of the enclosure excavations
to date indicate that this very large
complex may hawve been assoeiated
with trade deseribed 1in a number of
hastorical sources, including those
of Ibn Battuta and Mareo Folo

The eity of Sumbhuram (Ehawr
Fawri) in the wrloyat of Tagah is an
ancient amhaeolopieal site dating
from the third eentury BC. Himy-
antie inseriphons can shll be seen
clearly on itz citadel walls and
columns and 1ts harbour is one of
the oldest in the Arbian Penin-
sula. Frankinecense was exported
to Epypt during the reipn of Queen
Hatshepsut in the 15% century BC -
thiz iz eonfitrmed by a picture of a
pharsonie ship which can be seen
today in one of the temples in the
Valley of the Fings in Luxorn Egypt.

Other anecient sites include Shisr
in the wilayat of Thunwayt, which
has been known by several names
ineluding Ubar and Wubar Ewi-
denee of frankincense production
has been found there, as well as in-
dications of trade in frankineense
and perfumes with Mesopotama,
Fome, Greece and Ancient Egypt.

Wadi Dawkah lies in the Al Majd
area behlund the northern slopes of
the Dhofar mounfains which are
350 kilometres long 30 kilometres
wide and stand at 2,000 meters at Ja-
bal Samhan in the East, and at 1,400
meters at Jabal Qamar in the west
The frankincense erop is dependent
on the rules and customs established

-

by the people residing near these
areas, and production lorations are
divided into indiwvidual sections and

with each designated to one proup.
The owner of any section may rent
it to another group after nepohating
a confractas to whether the produe-
tion will be shared or exploited in
fuall.

Wadi Dawkah 15 an example of
an area where frankincense frees
(Boswellia {DhofariArabice:
sajerat, ibbali-megerot) prow in larpe

sacmal







THE MUSEUM OF THE FEANKINCENSE LAND

The Museum of the Frankineense Land in Salalah, officially
opened on 23 July 2007, offers panomamic access to the
history of Oman and its different repions over the ages
The museum prowvides visitors and scholars alike with an
outline of Oman's long history and Marithme Henitage

The Museurmn presents a bnef history of Oman in two
sections: The first exhibits history and archaeological
findings; and the second contains models of Cmani boats
and shows the association of the Omani people to the sea.

The nmseum uses a blend of exhubits such as artefacts
from different archaeological sites in Oman, audio-visual
presentations, models, drawings, photographs, wisual
recreationsand manuseripts o tellits story Thebuildingalzo
incliudes a multimedia hall, bookshop, number of Omani
handieratt shops and a eafe, in addibion to adounistration
farilities and storage for artefacts not currently on display.

Locatedatmosphericallyinside the AlBaleed Archa eological
Park, the outdoorareas mnelude a watehtowerand a viewing
platform for obsernng migratory and native birdlife in the
Al Baleed lapoon There are pathways for strollers along
the northern bank of the 1a poon, and two bridges link this
northern bank across the lapoon to the archaeological site,
where plaques deseribe the history and excavation of the
area for the benefit of wisitors and seholars. In addibon
passages through the site enable wiewers to overlook the
excavated areas at close ange and ponder life as it was
onee lived in this ancient place

Mew discoveries were made at Al Baleed in March 2010,
when the remains of a two kilometre wall runming parallel
to the shoreline were excavated below ground level on the
southern side of Al Baleed, along with an anchora ge on the
sea side and a very large stone brealowater.







The Al Balecd Archacological Park
incindes the kistoric city af Al
Bateed which pre-dates the dawn
of lam. It was a main scttlement
during the Inte Iron Age, becoming
an active eity duning the

Islansie era.
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(Top) Chess pieces formd in Shisr/
Wnbar

(Beloww) This aueiewt eity is approx
170Faus north of Salalak, and 90Fans
from the wilayat of Thoonrayt.
Histerical sonrces show the city as
being on the old frankdne ense rovte
wiile excavations kave revealed
urmecrons traces of settlements
dating from the Irou Age and the
Eslansic period.

rnumbers. The wadi 15 approsdma te-
ly 40 kalometres from Salalah on the
highway linking Salalah to Muscat
in the direction of Shisr/Wubar It
15 a stony: serni-desert area featur-
ing small, rounded hills nuxed with
shallow dips which were caused by
flooding in ancient times. Frank-
incense trees dominate the area’s
vegetation, althoupgh other wvarie-
ties of trees and herbs can also be
found. The trees extend along an
area of approzamately 5 square kalo-
metres of the whole wadi, which is
estimated to be 14 Filometres, and
a total of 1,230 old trees of varying
size have been found in the area.
The trees grow to a height of approx
Smetres with alternate leaves which
are crowded at the ends of branches.
Thebark is papery and peeling.

Covered wiewing and facrilities
for the visitor were put in place in
200

TOMEB OF FROPHET JOB (FEUH)

The tomb of the Prophet Job
(PEUH) iz in Salalah’'s myabet of
Ghuduw Other sites of religious
significance inelude the tomb of
the Prophet Omran and the Dahaa,
where what is believed tobe a foot-
print of the Prophet Saleh's camel
can be seen. Sites in Mirbat ineclude
the tomb of Mohammed Bin Ali and
the old eitadel of Bin Saydouf.

FOETS AND OTHER PLACES OF
HISTORICAL INTEREST

The numerous forts and citadels
in the Governorate of Dhofar were







The casties of (top) Tagak and
(bel oww) Mirbat and Sadak - the

three wiost imp ortant castles in
Dlaofar.

built as defensive struetures during
various historieal peniods. Tagah
Fort iz one of the most significant
Built and ornamented in the Elamuie
style and situated in the town cen-
tre, some sourves maintain that it
dates from the 19% century AD. It
has numemous defensive features,
ineluding towers and hidey-holes,
and was used as an administrative
building as well as for military pur-
poses. It was restored and furnished

with traditional craft items by the
Ministry of Heritage and Culture in
1991, Mirbat Fort has played an ae-
tive role during the course of its long
history, as a defensive strueture, an
administrative buildingand a Barza,
or open meeting place. It has been
restored several timnes, most recently
in 2009,

Sadah PFort in the wrlayaf of Sa-
dah has been restored and furnished
with traditional Dhofari handiemafts.







Itwas firstopened to the publie dur
ing the Year of the Herita ge (1004).

KHAWRS (LAGOONS) -
MIGRATING BIRDS AND A
REFUGEFORFISH
Under Royal Deeree No. 49/97
eight dhawrs - or lagoons — in the
Governorate of Dhofar were de-
clared protected areas. The main
reason for this was the large number
of birds which stop off at these la-
goons dunng their annual magm-
tions; some 156 different species
hawve been recorded at these sites.
Ower eighty species of birds have
been recorded at Khawr Mughsayl,
whirh lies to the east of Jabal Al
Qamar and is one of the most im-
portant places for birds on Dhofar’'s
western shore. It has been fenced
off to proteet the plant cover, en-
able mangrmove trees to be planted
amund it and allow suitable obser-
vation pownts to be set up for bird-
watehing.
Fhawr Fawri, one of the biggest
protected ks, is between the
utlayats of Tagah and Mirbat near
the outlet of the Darbat Falls. It pio-
wides a refuge for numernous species
of birds such as the flamuingn, glossy
(Tep) The Argem oue mexicana can ibis, the Eurasian spoonbill, vanous
be fornud in Dhafar's wadis, while species of heronas well as numerous
the Little Bittern prefers c enstal species of ducks, wader_s, gulls a._nd
lngoons with reed beds. terns. Eagles too of vanous speeies

also wisit during the winter months.

The wspoilt beaches and Khawrs i alen qﬁem Dccasimal_ danciuacy
provide a refige for wnnnerens for nesting turtles and it has over

species of birds, aud wandering twenty different I.::la..nt species and | ° m":‘ P :
Ciwiady: eleven species of fish. Ehawr Al e, . o e AT W







{Top) The Little Grebe can be seem at
Wadi Darbat and Klawr Rawerd afl
year ronnd, while the Grecushanlk is
a winter visitor.

(Right) Niue Khiawrs in Dhofar are
cwrrently wmder protected statns —
here Khawer Baleed.

Baleed iz another pmotected Mimor

Fhawr Awgad, which 15 i
Salalah, 15 part of the city's green
belt, along with Fhawr Al Qumm
As Saghir and Ehawr Al Qurm Al
Fabir (Big Mangmove Lapgoon and
Little Mangrowve Lapgoon), which are
beside the Salalah-Raysut road and
are known locally as Fhawr Theet.

Fhawr Tagah iz immediately to
the west of the town of Tagah It iz
a deep fresh water lappon fed by a
spring beside the sea which produe-
es 120 litres of water a numute. It has
two parallel “tongues” of water that
extend in the direchon of the sea;
each “tonpue” 15 around a Kilometre
in lenpth. Its plants, which are fresh
water plants, include pond weed
and reed thickets which pmowvide a
refuge for birds; more than 200 spe-
cies of birds hawve been recorded in
thes khmwr, while the fresh water
prowvides a suitable enwvimonment for
cerfain types of fish;, some twenty
species have been recorded there.

Fhawr 3Sawli lies beside the
Tagah-5alalah mad. It has been
fenced off because it is a site of spe-
cial archaeological interest. It alzo
has over 44 types of invertebrates as
wrell as around 60 speeies of birds,
26 species of fish and over 70 differ-
ent types of plants.

The reserve i5 at the eastern end
of the eity of Salalah and includes
a streteh of open water around a
FKilometre in lenpgth surmounded
by thickets of reeds which grow to
a height of up to 5 metres. Around
2,500 pugrating birds hawve been

seen there. These birds fly to their
breeding grounds in Europe in the
spring, then in winter they magrate
in large numbers to Africa, Armbia
and Asia to escape the bitterly cold

northern climate The Gowverno-
rate of Dhofar iz one of their main
transit areas and the birds stop off
here dunng their jpurmney to stoke
up with food, which iz available in
abundanece in the khawrs.

The Jabal Samban MNature Re-
SeIve i a major sanctuary for rare







JEBEL SAMHAN NATURE RESEEVE

The Jebel Samhan MNature Reserve, located to the eastof
Dhofar Governorate, 15 the largestwildlife reserve in the
Sultanate of Omanand is home to the Arabian leopard,
a flagship species that mkes refupe in the mountains of
Dhofar. The Reserve is under the responsibility of the
Ministry of Environment & Climate Affairs.

Jabal Samhan is a seres of peaks sepamated by deep,
narrow valleys and water pools. It reaches a height
of more than four thousand feet, and amid itz meky
heights and chiffs live the Mubian ibex, Arabian pazelle,
stripped hoyena, caracal, wild cat, foxes, porcupine,
hedgehog and genet. High eliff ledges in some of the
valleys, such as Wadi Snyak, offer a natural habitat
for rare birds, including herons and several tropieal
SpECies.
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Ower the past decade the Office for Conservation of the
Environment of the Diwan of Poyal Court, with the
cooperation of the Mimstry of Environment & Cimate
Affairs, conducted the Arabian Leopard Survey in
Jabal Samhan Mature Feserve and on the Al Qamar
mountains 1o the west of Salalah. The survey aimed
to study and conserve this rare animal i the wild and
to turn this repion of the Sultanate into a protected
area where wisitoos and researchers may observe
these amamals in their natural habitat among the steep
mountain slopes, plaine and valleys.

The broad expanse of Jabal Samhan extends to some
1,500 meters of hagh cliffs overlooking the hills of Salut,
located between the wrloyats of Mirbatand Sadah.
Jabal Sambhan was declared a Nature Reserve by Royal
Decree Mo. 48/97.






(Previons page)

Tep) A rock kyrax (Procavia
capensis) peeps ont onto a wadi,
and (below) Jabal Samban.

Ayn Razat, the spring with the
greatest volrone of water.

wild amimals. Declared a mnature
reserve under Foyal Deeree No.
48/97, it covers an area of 4500
square Kilometres Itz cliffs, preci-
piees and wadis provide natural
habitats for cerfain rare bird species
Tabal Samhan ronsists of a chain of
peaks rising to heiphts of over four
thousand feet Animals found here
include Mubsan ibex, Ambian leop-
ard, gazelle, striped hyena, lyrns,
wiild cat, fox pomupine, hedgehog
and hyrax

SPREINGS AND WATERFALLS

Dhofar's numemous Springs
provide water for the population's
needs and attraet larpe numbers of
tourists. The zeasonal mins, known
locally as the Ehareef are the main
groundwater soume i the moun-
tain areas and on the plains. Fain-
fall varies from place to place and
this means that the volume of water
stored in the springs vanes too.

The most important springs in
the Governorate of Dhofar include
Ayn Hamwan, which is around four-
teen Kilometres from Salalah and is
well wooded with a variety of trees.
Tournists wsit it throughout the year
but partieularly dunng the Kharesf
season. Water is plentiful in Ayn
Hamman and (according to some of
the local inhabitants) there used to
be farms in the area which depend-
ed on it to imipate erops such as
maize, supar cane, sweet potatoes
and other loeal produce.

The spring wnth the greatest
volume of water 15 Ayn Fazat Sew-

eral farms take their irngation water
from it wneluding the povernment
farms near al Mamoura Palace
Dhofar Municipality has established
a beautiful parden with shady trees
beside the spring, which iz a popular
destination for tourists, children on
school tnps and amateur photogra-
phers. A cave nearthe springis used
by picnickers and day trippers.

As itis near the Ateen Flain and
the holiday camyp sites in the walayaf
of Salalah, the spnnpg that attracts
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the greatest number of wisitors 15
Ayn Sahnawt Despite having the
lowest volume of water, it fills up
and overflows during the monsoon
TAINSG,

Eeneath the mpuntain, near Ayn
Sahnawt, 15 a forest of shady trees
which is also popular with visitors,
particularly those who emoy spend-
ing their evenings out of doors in
the open air. The governonent has
plans o develop the area and install
some tourist amenities therse

Ayn Darbat lies to the east of the
wilayat of Tagah off the main Mubat
mad. In one section of its course it
becomes a waterfall when the water
lewel in Wadi Datbat rises following
heawvy monsoon rains. Ayn Dasbatis
in an unspoilt area with trees which
only oreur in Dhofar and South-East
Yemen on a global scale - the Ano-
gassus dhefana (mestah in Arabie, or
shghot in fibbali) — as well as many
tamarind (Tamanndus fdico and Ar-
abie subaar).
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Wadi, or Ay, Darbat lics to the east
of Tagah, eff the maiu Mirbat rond —
matwre at its best.







{Tep) Heliotropimmn Tongifl orton and
Argyropliylin are both common in
Dhofar.

(Above) Wadi Darbat duriug the
JriyfAngnst mons eou, and (right) a
¢ olonrful cxample of the Adeniron
abesin (or desert rose) in bloowm.

The povernment 1z developing
the area for tounsts and is installing
some amenities in the wadi beside
the flowing waters

There are many sprngs in the
Governorate of Dhofar Some are
in rugged, almost inaec essdble areas
and are used by the local herdsmen
and inhabitants of the mountains
and wadis. Ayn MNatsf 15 a sprning in
the wilayat of Hasik (in the east of
Dhofar). The springs in the wrlayats
of Dalkut and Rakhyut are popular

wiith tourists, parteularly dunng
the Eharecfzeason

In addibon to the springs, a
number of other water soumes in
Dhofar provide urigation for agri-
culture and water for domestic use
Water iz an important strategic re-
souree for the region’s development
At present some 211 mullion eubie
metres are available for agrieultural
use in five areas of the Governomte
—Hailat Al Fakah, Hanfeet, Dameet,
Wadi Bani Fhawtar and Dawkah.




The main wrlayats for desert tour
ism are Thummayt, Shalim and the
Hallaruyyat Elands and Al Mazyu-
nah. The mpuntaimwadisand deserts
of Dhofar have their own unique
charme and beauty that attracts ex-
plorers and tounsts. They include
Wad:i Darbat, which iz mentioned
abowe, which runs through the hills
until it reaches Ehawr Fawn and the
sea. Itis particulardy enchanting dur
ing the Ehareef, when it flows overa
waterfall some 1,000 feet hugh






Wad: Andhar to the east of
Thummyt is a very ancient wadi
which lies on the old caravan
routes and used tobe a centre for
the frankincense trade. Ewvidence
of that era can shll be seen and
frankineense trees grow there to
this day

Wadi Mugshin flows from the
northern slopes of the mountains
of Dhofar towards the desert. Be-
cause its water 15 so plentiful, it
supports large numbers of ghaf

(Prosoprs amnerana) trees and has
wrells that used to supply the Bedu
with sweet water

Many frankincense trees prow
in Wadi Adwnab near Raysut Visi-
tors who want to see what a frank-
incense tree looks like will find this
area is easily accessible.

BEACHES, KHAWRS

(LAGOONS) AND TOURISM
Apart fromits naturalbeauty, the

main appeal of Dhofar's seashore is

(L eft) The meovmtains abeve the
villnge af D alkut.

{Top ) Greater Flamiugoes explore
the trangral waters of Klenwr
Arldial, aud the headiland betiveen
Dallact and Rakiopt,

(Overlenf) The pictrresigne villnge
of D allait nestles between the
w ermtains and the sea.









(Top) Rakhynt is sandwicked fun
marrew stretel of Innd, while below
Taawi Ateer is depicted. (Right)
Modern Tagak.

its eaves and its many khawns (la-
goons) with their flocks of birds.
At the northern end of Dhofar, you
will find Fhawr Arkhal with its
hundreds of flamingos and other
seabirds, as well as numerous other
enchanting lagpons, Khawr See-

noor and As Shuwaimiyah beach
Further south 15 the lovely stnip of

eoast and mangroves between 5ala-
lah and Mirbat; then immediately to
the west of Salalah there i5 a coastal
area which includes the quiet, clean

sandy beaches of Faysutand Mugh-
sayl There are plenty of asphalted
roads and all these beaches are eas-
ily aceessible by ear The beaches at
Rakhyut and Dallut lie sandwiched
in a narmow streteh of land between
green mounfins and the deep blue
gea.

PARKS AND GARDENS

With their natural beauty and
the many recreational facilities
they have to offer, the wilayafs,
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(Top) The fishing harbonr at Mirbat,
Abafone (safala) forsale in Sadak

— diving for this priceless ftem has
been bmed for three yenrs.

(Befow ) The dramatic scenery

of Mughsayl widch tonrists and
visitors alike love to visit, and
right selling fresh frudts alongside
Sailalal’s orchards.

towns and willages of the Gow-
ernorate of Dhofar are able to at-
tract tourists throughout the year
Three large parks hawve been set up
in Salalah - 5alalah Public Park, Al
Sadah Park and Ad Danz Park —as
well as a number of smaller pub-
lic pardens in the residential areas
and on the slopes of the mountains
overlooking the city Seaside pieme
shelters have been installed on the
beaches at Mughsayl, Ad Damar
and Tagah.

DHOFAR’'S CAVES - ADVEN-
TURE AND EXPLORATION

The Governorate of Dhofar 15 a
geologeally ancient repion and its
caves attract large numb ers of tourists
and wisitors. In the old dayzs they were
inhabited by the loral population or
used as shelters. The main eaves are
Teeq, Tharwmt, Akhamt Hartoum,
Sheemaa’, Mashlool and Asbeer.

Teeq Cawve iz one of the bippest
caves in the world. The local people
used to get thewr water from it and



take refupe or shelter in it, despite
the fact thatit i1z not easily aceessible.

Sahoor Cawve on the Naheez road
is not far from the eity of 3alalah.

MARINE RESOURCES

The Governorate of Dhofar's
560-Filometre-long coastline lies
on the Arabian Sea and the Indian
Ocean and it waters are teeming
with fish ineluding sardines, which
the local people use as fodder for
theirarumals and as a ferhliser As it
is rich in protein and phosphoruas, it
15 also a valuable source of nutrition
for human beings too.

The fishing industry is an impor-
fant contributor to the Sultanate’s
national income; large quantities of
lobsters, abalone and pravns are
also exported. A large section of
the population work either as fish-
ermen or in fishenes-related occu-
pations. The Ministry of Fisheres
Wealth operates sewvemal projects
and programmes in Tagah, Mirbat,
Sadah, Dalkut, Pakhyut, and Shalim
and the Hallamdyyat Elands with the
aim of developing the sector. It has
setupa fisheries research centre and
built fishing harbours in Salalah,
Dalkut and Mirbat, as well as a Ash
souq in Salalah Fish souqs are also
due obe buwiltin Dalkutand Mirbat
and a fishing harbour is scheduled
for construction in Tagah.

PALM GROVES AND FRUIT
ORCHARDS

With its water springs and heavy

monsoon rains in the Khareef sea-




son, the Governorate of Dhofar has
long been an important agricultural
and stock-rearing region. From an-
cient times to the present day the
local population have been farmn-
ers and animal breeders as well as
fishermen. Cereals have tadibon-
ally been the main erop followed by
wegetables and fruit coconuts are
also an important erop and there are
many coconut groves in the Gover
norate.

There are three main agrieul-
tural areas — the coastal plain, the
mountains and the MNajd (which
15 in the wnlayat of Thumrayt and
the miyabat of Shisr); each of these
areas produces its own types of
erops. Dhofar iz also mieh in ani-
mal resources. According to the
20042005 apgricultural ecensus
there are 405,147 head of livestock
in 19,489 amumal enclosures, most-
ly coneentrated in the mountains
of Dhofar.

FOLKLORE AND
TRADITIONAL CRAFTS

The Governorate of Dhofar's
traditional handierafts are inspired
by itz environment and its hentage.
This 15 also true of its folk songs,
daneces and poetry.

Dhofar is fampus for hand-made
swords and small daggers, palm-
leaf and leather ppods, pottery and
traditional costumes. These erafis
are popular theoupghout most of the
Sultanate and the Gulf states.

Palm-leaf products inelude fans
and baskets, which today are used



as ornaments. The Public Author-
ity for Craft Industries has opened
several craft centres - the Thum-
rayt Trairung and Production Cen-
tre for Leather Goods and Tanming.
the Rakhyut Training and Pmo-
duction Centre for Coeconut Shell
Produects in the miyabat of Shahb
As'aih; the Shalim al Hallaniyyat
IElands Training and Production
Centre for Ghadhaf Palm Produets,
the Dhahboun Bone-Carving Cen-
tre and Al Mazyunah Gaft Indus-

tries Centre.

The govermment gives fisher-
men substantal financial support to
encoura e them to remain in their
chosen profession. A project in the
wilayat of Mirbat aims to prowide
traiming in abalone farming technol-
ogy. develop abalone farmmming into
a commercially wable industry and
carry out research on the abalone's
life eyele. Large numbers of lobsters
can be found by the moeky shores
in the wrlayats of Dalkut, Fakhyut,

(Top and left) Au alumdance of fresh
fish is canght daily, aud a fiskernnn
in Shalim Wa Al Hallaniyyat
provudly displays his cateh in the
Tobster seasou.

{Above) Performing popular mrsical
foikiore ot the Salalak Towrist
Festival.



{Above) The Shark (a namwe derived
from happiness)is performed.

(Right) Handicrafts made from
descrt palm leaves, and (Teloww)
traditienal games are played at the
Salailah Torrism Festival, Leather-
covered cotled basletry - n Bed onin
tradition, having evolved as a
means of producing ¢ ontainers for
both Hpads and dry goods.

Tagah, Mirbat, Sadah, and on the
Shalim and the Hallaruyyat Islands
They are caught in cages dunng the
annual two-month lobster fishing
SEeasOon.

On the coast near the hatbours
there are several boat propeller fae-
tories and repair workshops

The most popular men’s and
women's musical folklore in the
Governorate of Dhofar inelude
the hubbut, sharh, dana dun, madar,
naane and dibrart. The bar'ah was

added to UNESCO's World Cul-
tural and Human Non-material
Heritage List in 2010. This dance
and musie represents youthful ex-
uberance. It is performed by two
persons, each carrying his dagper
in the right hand and holding his
dishdasha (robe) firmly at the waist
in the left hand. The charaeteris-
tic movement of bar'ah 15 a high
leap into the air, during which
one of the dancer's leps is raised

up hugh.
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THE GOVERNORATE
OF MUSANDAM

THE REALITY VERSUS FANTASY CONTEST

The Govermorate of Musandam Iias fwo windoiws —one looking
onto the sea and e otiver ontoe a werld of the imagination.

It this governorate on the extreme nortleem tip of the Omani const
thee sen is the next-doorneighbonr to the worortnins. More than a
next-door neighbonr, in fact, becanse the two interpenctrate and
overlap. The effect of the sea entering the base of the mornmitains is
to create a series of caves of varying shapes and sizes which effer a
fascinating adventure playgromod for divers and a chance for them
to explore and vietw the rare fish that live in the dark waters deep
beneatle the mormitains...... and the fish that gaumbol by the silit
sirfuce in w dozzling display that complements the colonrs of the

coral reefs.

The Mrsandam peninsmila
separating the Oman Sea on the
east from the Avalian Gulf on the
west to form the Strait of Hormms
te the morth. The monntains of this
arca slope stecply seaward forming
an extresely rugged and rocky
coast. Aud (right) the Mysand am
Peninsnla ns depicted by the NASA
Earth O bservatory.

Here in Musandam there are
hawksbill turtles, daneing dolphins
and flocks of white seagulls. Or
you muight see little green bee-eaters
or white-cheeked bulbuls,
distant polden eapgle wheeling over
mountains which rise o a height of
1,800 metres above sea lewel.

Musandam has four walayats -
Ehasab, Daba, Bukha and Madha.

Those with an interest in hustory
will find forts and citadels in the
Governorate of Musandam that will
give theman idea of just how old thiz

or a

place is. Others may be more inter-
ested in the Strait of Hormuzbeeause
of itz stratepie importance at the en-
trance to the Ambian Gulf. However
what about the poet or storyteller
who sees fantasy and the imapina-
tion as being the underlying basis
of truth and the wosld of fiction as

being more real than the real world?

What can he say when he realises

that the ima ginary picture presented
by poets and storytellers 15 actually
tangble reality and that the fantasy
wiorld he sees before his eyes has
been recorded by a very non-fantasy
camera lens? Or that the mermaids
deseribed in Sindbad's voyages, to-
gether with the gardens, pearls, cor-
als and birds, are not the produet of
the ima gination, but actually existon
these shores and islands and in theze
mountains?

Here it i reality that ereates fan-
tasy and not the other way mound.
Or perhaps reality here actually s
fantasy

THE JOYS5 OF THE SEA

To travel north fromm Museat,
the ecapital, to the Governorate of
Musandam you may opt for a long
overland jpurney along the eoast. Or
alternatively you may choose to fiy
or travel by sea on the ferry service
from Port Sultan Qaboos in Muscat
to Musandam's Port Ehasab

Of the three options the ferry is
the mpst eryoyable. Throughout the
five-hour trip the views of the water,
the sky and the distant mountains,
the daneing reflection of the sunlight
on the wawes, and the fish, dolphins
and sea binds, wiill £l the traveller
wiith the “joys of the sea”™ —a feeling
akin to the “joys of the land” thata
person expeniences when he climbs
up the winding mountain mad to
the sunmumit of Al Jabal Al Akhdhar
in the Dakhiliyah region






Musaudam is fouons forits kliners
-wliich are aften liked to Norvay'’s

fjords — and its stecp cliffs dropping
vertically inte the scn.

D olphins love to play alougside
the towrist dhows while inmmatnre
cor orants are beninsed at the
activity in the waters belou

VARIED TERRAIN AND
CLIMATE - MOUNTAINS
AND SEA.

Cne of the distnetive thinps
about the Governorate of Musandam
iz the vanety of its terrain and ch-
mate, where in the summer months
mountain villapes cloaked in green-
ery and wreathed in cloud locok like
hanging gardens and the traveller
finds himself straining every mus-
ele in his haste to get to them Heli-
eopters provided by the government

transport the local people and drink-
ing water to places that in the past
were well-nigh inace essible owing to
the mough mads and harsh termin.
Situated between sheer cliffs on

both sides, the unloyaf of Khasab is
like a port at the mouth of an estu-
ary. The mountains rising behind it
supply it with fresh water and the
green of its date palms blends har-
monouasly with the colours of the
mountains, the sea and the sky

An observer looking down from
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the top of Jabal Harem (2,087 metres)
wrill see the winding road climbing
up towards the wiloyat of Daba past
small wadis cutting into the moun-
tain slopes. In spring the surround-
ing country 15 covered with a mult-
eoloured carpet of flowers

The urlayat of Madha is a moun-
f@in area watered by aflag (pl. of
faly = traditional imigation channel)
and springs. The aflng inelude Falag
Al Madham, Falaj Al Daayer, Falaj
Al ‘Aadhid, Falaj Al Shanki and

*
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Bukdia, with tts beaches nud
pictiresque honses wihich are
silhonctied in the sen.

Falaj Al Sarooy, while the fresh wa-
ter springs include Ayn Al Sheema,
Ayn Al Shariki and Ainbin Humaid.
There are also sulphur sprinps — hot
in winter and cool in summer — that
the local people and wisitors wse as
a treatment for certain skin diseases.
Madha also has a large number of
mountain caves.

The ualayat of Bukha's most strak-
ing features are its modern houses
and excellent beaches wnith their
floeks of seagulls.

Ewery wisitor to Musandam will
be entranced by its fjords and bays
and its many islands seattered owver
the sea like preen stars. The main is-
lands are Umrm Al Ghanam, Musan-
dam and Salamah and Her Daugh-
ters, and Ummn Al Tair, half hidden
under clouds of beautiful birds. In
wrinter it is home to vast flocks of
terns and seapulls.

Other islands ineclude Jamimt
Al Fhil, Jammat Makhbug, Jazimt
Abu Mikhaylif, Saweek and Jazi-
rat Maglab, which iz popular with
divers and underwater photogra-
phers because of itz eoral reefs. The
fiords — particularly Fhawr Shim,
Klawr An Mid, Ehawr Al Hablayn
and Fhawr Ghub Al - also athmet
tounsts and divers.

5o ths 15 the Governorate of Mu-
sandam —a land of wide beaches and
seattered islands beneath mountains
heavy with the fragrant scent of
trees. Sandwiched between the Sea
of Oman to the east and the Ambian
Gulf tn the west, it lies nght at the
northern tip of the country and to







Scenes of cewtral Khasab with
its date palm orchards in the
backgroumd. The cewtrries old
making of the little axe (the jirz)
beiug prorsued Iy the yormg.

{Overlenf) Khasal Fort, winner
of the Internafionnl Award at the
Musecnnes and Heritage Show in
Lond ou in 2010.

the south of the Stmit of Hormuz, or
the “pearl at the end of the world" as
Faymond O'Shea deseribes it in his
book “The Sand Fings of Oman”.

KHASAB - FERTILITY
AND GROWTH

It iz often possible to deduce
something about a place’s character
from its name

The name of Musandam's wilayat
of Fhasab — which means “fertile” in
Arabie —immediately sugpests fertl-

ity and growth About 500 Filome-
tres from Museat, Fhasab 15 the Gow-
ernorate’s capifal With 60 mountain
and seaside willages it i5 an area of
fruit trees and abundant pround-
wiater stocks. The jirz is made here.
Consisting of a wooden shaft withan
axe-like imon head, the jurz was ongi-
rally a weapon, though with the pas-
sage of time it became a tradibonal
dress accessory. In Musandam today
an Omarm in formal dress wears a
misart (turban) and kogar (dagger)



270/271

THE JIRZ

The jirz is a small axe. Histonieally, it
wias the main comyponent of a personal
arsenal that also included a sword, a
shield, and a small, straipht da pger No
longer required as a weapon the jirz
continues to be earned for protection
against feral animals and snalkes in the
peminsula’s trackless interion as well
as being featured in ceremonies.

The head of the jrz 1= made either
of steel or bronze and fixed in a long
wooden shaft erafted from a branch
of one of the followmng trees which
grow on the mountains and plains of
the Governorate of Musandam: mizj B F,
(Pramus amalcus) sidr (Zizphus spina- f = ' ﬁ'
christi), ‘mtm (Olea africana), shahs - ; -
(Dodonea wiscose) or sharion (Grewva s

erythraea), all of which are notable for ’6 ﬁ

the robustness of their branches. L-'- 3~

Jirz makers choose only the best ___

and straightest branches. After they

hawve been eut they are kept out of the

sunlight to prevent them from splitting, following which theirbark is remowved. Then they are u.,uallj.r
otled. Any kinks that might oeour in the shaft are treated by immersing it in water to soften itand
placing a tock on the opposite side to the kink to straighten it out. Alternatively, the
shaft maybe softened by heating it ona fire orstraightened with modern carpentry  §
tools.

The jirz, hand-forged, iz small enough to fit into the palm of the hand, typieally
havinga length of 8 10cms and a height of 3-4 cms at theblade edpge. The
sharp, downward-curving blade tapers gracefully oubward amound
a wooden shaft and the head of the axe terminates in a square,
hammer-like projection. Most feature geometnie designs on
the sides and along the top of the blade

The jirz is fitted onto a wooden shaft or handle,
typieally measturing from 70 to 90 ems in length. The
eraftsman often decorates the shaft with two silver
rngs and other linear designs which complement
those found on the axe head itself.
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Khasab - kaven for fisking boats
and a termuinal for National Ferries
plyiug the rowte Muscat to Khasab,
and the Snultau Qaboes Mosgne to
the right.

and holds a jirz in hus right hand.

Fhasab's seaside fort stands on
the site of an old fortbwltby the Por-
tupuese in the 112 century AH (17%
century AD). Other aneient remains
indieate that the wrlayat’s history has
mots extending deep into the past
Apart from these athractons, Fhasab
alsohas a larpe numberof wadis and
greenareas that are ideal for outings
and picnies.

Fhasab's houses are built beside
well-lit modern streets lined wiith

shady date palms. The tll minarets
of the Sultan Qaboos Mosque stands
in the town centre.

BUKHA - FIG ORCHARDS AND
FLOCKS OF BIRDS

In the waloyat of Bukha you are
greeted by the sightof modemn howuses
and elouds of birds. Its hundred wil-
lages he stretehed out along the shore
and its fasms — called salsataam by the
loval people — grow a vanety of erops,
particulady figs, prapes and dates.
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KHASABFORT

The Ehasab Fort restomation and development project
beat 250 international competitors to win first prize in
the annual Museums and Henfage Competthon in the
Britich capital, London, in 2010, for the world's best
historie site tobe restored for tourism purposes.

The fort, one of the Governorate of Musandam’s most
striking buildings, was built in the 17* century and
restored by the Ministry of Heritage and Culture in
1990. Inspired by the eultural memories the fort evokes
and its stunming seafront loeation, the Mimstry of
Tourism has since revamped it and developed it as a
tourist attraction.

There 15 now a museum in the fort confaining examples
of Musandam crafis, folklore and tradibional musie.
Itz other rooms hawve been furnished with the kind of
items found in a typical Musandam house, ineluding

traditional dress and personal ornaments.

An example ofa bt al quf] (tradibonal Musandam store
house, known as "the house of the lock) has been built
in the fort's courtyard, where there is also an exhibition
of local boats, a Fumzan summer house, a clay oven

and an old quern.

Acuno, handierattand gift shop was opened at the fort
in 2007









Bukha is a erescent-shaped wnlz-
yiat. The 26-Kilometre journey to it
from Fhasab takes you through the
villages along the coast mad. Iz
temperate surmmer elimate and gen-
tle breezes make it an ideal place for
campers to pitch their tents.

There are several sites of his-
torical interest in Bukha including
Bukha Fort, which stands in the
mddle of the wrlayat. Built in the
reipn of Sayyid Said bin Sultan,
in was renovated in 1090, Nearby
there iz a mosque built of stone
and Omani pypsum. Bukha 15 re-
nowned for its wadis and beautiful
beaches.

The walayat boasts a full mnpe
of povernment serwvices, meluding
health, eduration, electrieity, water
teleeommumnications and all the oth-
er amenities associated with modern
utban development.

DABA - THE OLD MAREKET

Aceording 0 bn Mandhur (the
great Arab seholar), in his 1290 Die-
tionary of the Arabie lanpuage en-
fitled Lisan Al-Arab he stated that
Daba was one of the famous markets
of the Armbs. Al Taban — author of
Toreckh al Umam wa'l Muluk (Histo-
ry of MNatons and Fings) deseribed
it as "the metropolis and the preat
market”, while the traveller William
Gifford Palgrawe who wvisited it in
1560, compared it to the Ialian eity
of Maples.

Daba 13 in the south-sastern cor-
ner of the urloyat of Musandam. Itz
present-day population are farmers,
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Al Balid Fort in Bukha, restored in
1990, is apprex 26 Faus along the
const road from Khasab.



Daba - Ilw Mandlnr (the great Arab
scholar) iu his 1290 Dictionary

of the Aral lnugnage, stated that
this tewn was onc of the o ons
markets af the Arabs.

Madln, cousisting of 16 villages, is
situnted 360 Fauns from Miscat .

fishermen and boat builders and its
114 willages are scattered over the
mountains, on the plain and by the
sea. Its histone sites include the mud
and stone settlement of Al Agig.
where the people of Daba used to
live in former times, as well as Al
Saibah Fort, restored duning the Ren-
asssance, and the Citadel of Sibtaan
Traces of ancient farmming activity in-
dicate that Daba has a long agrieul-
tural tradition. Every day hundreds
of tonnes of fish ineluding kingfish,

tuna and sha'mn are landed atits fish-
ing harbour, which is frequented by
fish merehants and tounsts through-
out the year.

MADHA - AFLAA], MAKHAAZIN
AL JAHL ANDTHEHARODOT

The wrlayat of Madha may de-
rive its name for the word madech
(praiseworthy) i view of the fertil-
ity of its wadis, much praised for
the erops they produce, as well as
its large number of faly water ba-




=
“—
-—




Madhna is exceptioually well

end owed with sites of historical and
archacological interest, bt is af the
sz timie o wodern city.

sins and cold fresh water and warm
sulphur springs like Ayn al Sammmnai,
which are renowned for their medie-
inal properties.

The sixteen villages in the wrla-
yat of Madha, 370 Kilometres from
the Gowvernorate of Museat, tnelude
Madha Al Jadidah, Al Harah and Al
Saruy. Madha 15 exveptionally well
endowed with sites of hustorieal and
amhaeologieal interest, ineluding
some small underground chambers
thousands of years old, known to the
locals as "makhaazmn al jahl” (“stores
for the Time of Ignorance”) — a ref-
ereniee to their preat age. In the cld
days they were used to store food.

In Madha a basin in which falog
water colleets is called a hasboot.
(Thers are more aflag in Madha
than in any of Musandam's other
utlayats) In other areas these basins,
which are of varying sizes and ca-
pacities, are called jall or lejall.

THE GOVERNORATE OF
MUSANDAM IN HISTORY

The Governorate of Musandam’'s
hustonieal mots po back a long way
Evidenre of early settlement can be
seen in the ancient mek carvings
found in many parts of the wilayat of
Madha which date from pre-Ilanue
tirmes, as well as msenphons from
the early eenturies of the Hijra. Mu-
sandam also has lron Age sites from
between 1000 and 1500 EC, as well
as aneient tombs with white marble
inseribed headstones.

The building style of the old
traditional settlements reflects the







Modern bighways link the villages
of the Musandan.

harshness of the local terrain. The
wialls of some of the houses are over

a metre thick and in some cases
over two metres thick, while their
low ceilings were designed to help
keep them warm during the winter
months.

Aceording to figures released by
the Ministry of Heritape and Cul-
ture's Histome Building Settlements
Registration and Conservation Com-
rmittes - as part of a project to docu-
ment Oman's historie residental
quarters — some 72 old residential
quarters were recorded in the Gow-
ernora te of Musandam, moetly stone
built; the loeal people traditionally
bailt their hows ez out of locally avadl-
able materials and used natural roek
formations in the termin of the area
for the walls and supports. The col-
ours of the buildings were identical
to the colours of the environment in
which they stood and the moofbeams
were thiek tree trunks, abowve which
was & mass of interwowven branches
topped by stone slabs.

The old settlermnents in the Gow-
ernorate of Musandam are typical
examples of the traditional moun-
fain architectural style and consist
of sturdy one-mom buildings with
basins for storing water The faet
that some of the inhabitants were
animal herders may explain why
their amenities were so basie, sinee
by the nature of their oeccupation
herders are constantly on the move
in their search for new pastures In
former times the local people tended
to mowve between the mountains and

the eoast, depending on whether it
WAS SUImer or winter

Fhasab Fort 15 a typieal exam-
ple of a defensive structure. This
17% eentury building's distinetive
fronta pe is due to the fact that it is
located on the shore overlooking
the sea. Within its wall 45 a centyal
towerbelieved to pre-date the con-
struction of the fort itself The fort
has been restored by the Ministry
of Tourism and turned into a su-
petb museum depicting aspects of
Musandam's history, hentage and
culture, supported by audio-visual
aids.

Al Bilad Fort is one of the ualayat
of Bukha's main historie buildings
and owvedooks the shore Dating
frorn 1250 AH, sthas a similar layout
to most other Omamn forts. It was re-
stored in 1989

Old buildings in the wrloyat of
Daba inelude the rebuilt Al Satbah
Fort and Sabtaan Titadel, which iz
half way along the Daba-Fhasab
road.

THE STRAIT OF HOEMUZ -
A PEAERL OF THE SEA

The Gulf's oil 13 transported
through the Strait of Homuz to the
outside world and it is through here
that super-freiphters pass to the Arm-
bian Sea and the Indian Ocean Itis
thus of enormous commereial and
strategic importance, o the extent
that the safety of shipping in the In-
dian Oeean 1z mnextricably linked to
the secunty of shipping in the Strait
of Hormuz.



THE BAIT AL QUFL - HOUSE OF THE LOCK

The bart al gufl a form of architecture unique to
the Musandam Peninsula, evolved as a means
of safepuarding wital supplies and household
possessions duning perinds of seasonal migration.

Extending 1.5 metres or more below pground level,
the walls of the bamt al qufl can exceed one metre in
thickness and three metres in height with individual
slab-like stones, lifted into place by as many as 7 or
8 men at a tme The stonghold-like intenior was
designed to accommodate rows of large earthenware

storage jars (khars) cont@ining provisions critical o
the survival of the household. The stora ge jars, placed
inside during the early stages of construetion, were
larger than the door itself, and could notbe remowved
afterwards,

Access to the hat al gufl 15 linmted to a single opening
of no more than 50 x 90 em, deeply recessed into
the side of the main wall. A heawy wooden doorn
itz floor-to-ceiling span preatly exceeding the size
of the opening, is set into solid blocks of stone, and
secured by two separate loeking mechanisms during
sustained periods of absence.



STRAIT OF HORMUZ

The Strait of Homwiz is one of the most sipruficant
and busiest waterways in the world. Some 90%
of the Gulf's oil exports pass through this narmow
passageway to the world beyond. Vital as itis to the
oil trade, the Strait serves also as a principal trade
and shipping portal to the markets and resources of
the Orient

On one side of the Strait lies the Ambian Gulf; on
the other the 5ea of Oman, the Ambian Sea and the
Indian Oeean. The Iranian provinee of Bandar Abbas
looks down from the north, while to the south the
Gowvernorate of Musandam oversees traffic throupgh
the narmow sea channel, since the shipping lanes lie

within the territonial waters of Oman.

To ensure the unbioken safe transit of shipping
throuph the strategic international waterway which
lies beneath a bank of steep mountains, the Sultanate
places top prionty on mamntaimng Daxoamum
protection along the shipping lanes. Units of the
Foyal Navy of Oman guide and direet ships through
the Strait and oversee their protection until they
have passed through safely The key importance of
the Strait of Hormuz lies not only in itz status as
2 conduit for oil tankers, but also ifs coomercial
sigmificance, sinee much of the trade of the countries
bordenng the Arabian Gulf coast passes through this
channel and 1ts waters



The S5Strait's commereial impor-
tance goes back eenturies. Ibn Bat
tuta passed through it dunng his
fampus journey and recorded that
all the trade between India and Img
passed through it Al Masoudi — the
author of Murog al Dhahab (Golden
Meadows) — observed that the pro-
teetion of shipping in the Strait was
the responsibility of the people of
Oman.

Some 90 per cent of the Gulf's
oil exports pass through the Strait,
which 1z B0 Kilometres long, 60 Filo-
metres wide and 60 metres deep at
its deepest point and lies between
the Omari and Iranian eoasts. It is
the Gulf's eastern pateway to the
open seas —ie. the Sea of Oman and
the Indian Oeean.

BUILDING CONSTRUCTION
AND MODERN DEVELOPMENT
The Governorate of Musandam's
four urlayats have benefited hugely
from the development and achieve-
ments of Oman's modern Renais-
sance. One of the many examples
of the povernment's commutment to
this repion 15 the drnking water sup-
ply service; water 15 transported by
ship to the islands and remote sea-
side settlements and delivered over
land to the mpst naceessible moun-
tain villages There are heth services
in every wtloyat as well as tree-lined.
surfaced or asphalted mads with
street lighting. Other clear evidence
that the government is taking effee-
tive steps to dewvelop Musandam
includes the Governorate's sewage

and harbour projects and tourist in-
vestment schemes, which include
the construction of several modern
haotels.

According to the 2000-2010 fig-
ures, there are seventeen schools
in Musandam with 3030 students
(boys and girls). Students of Sharia
graduate every year from the In-
stitute of Islamie Seiences, which
comes under the jurisdietion of the
Sultan Qaboos Centre for Islaome
Culture.

There are three povernmment hos-
pitals —in Fhasab, Bukha and Daba;
Ehasab Hospital 15 the referral hos-
pital for the Governorate There is
alsoa polyelinie in EKhasab and three
health centres — in Lima, Kumezar
and Madha. Of the 156 hospital beds
in Musandam some are for general
cases while others are for the treat
ment of internal diseases, surgery
cases and paediatne, gynaecologeal
and matermaty patients.

There are electnicity services
everywhere in Musandam; power
plants have been set up in Kumzar
and Ar Fawdah to supply the sur
rounding rumal areas. The wiloyatz
and villages are linked by a network
of roads, including the beautiful
40 Kilometre-long coast mad from
Ehasab via Bukha to the UAE bor-
der. A mad is currently being bualt
between the wilayaf of Khasab, the
niyabat of Lima and the wnlayaf of
Daba to help promote trade and
totirism.

Port Khasab, one of the show-
pieces of Musandam's economne
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Ko zar is situated in a warrow
cleft in the rocks and has very
fittle flat lnud aronnd it. It fooks
out onto the Strait of Hornz.



dewvelopment., was opened in 1983
and work on ifs expansion was
completed in February 2007 to en-
able it o receive commercial vessels
and eruise liners. Two breakwaters
were construeted — one 575 metres
long and the other 445 metres long
—as well as a commereial jetty 300
metres long and ten metres deep
The harbour basin was dredged to
a depth of ten metres and the en-
trance channel toa depth of ten and
a half metres, and some 70 heetares
of land were reclaimed. Other work
included the construction of a fish-
ing jetty 100 metres long and five
metres deep; the fishing harbourba-
sin was dredged to a depth of five
metres and seven won floating jet-
ties were installed covenng an area
of 22by 10 metres. Four storage de-
pots were constructed, as well as a
passenger terminal and administra-
tion, police coastguard and eustoms
buildings.

The moonng faecility at Kumezar,
opened in 2007, includes two break-
waters — one 105 metres long and
the other 85 metres long — as well
a3 a fixed fishing jetty 60 metres
long. The moorage was dredged to
a depth of three metres and a second
jetty 40 metres long was construet-
ed along with a Foyal Oman Poliee
bulding.

There are plans to develop Port
khasab so that it can play a higher-
profile mole in promoting trade and
tounsm, and also to intmoduee serv-
ices and amenities - ineluding boat
trips - in the Khawr tourist area.

Because of Musandam's moun-
tainous terrain, the loecal people
hawve dewvised a way of storing wa-
ter in basing known as ik (pl. of
lirka) According to the Wirka-count-
ing project, there are a tomal of 948
lrrak with an eshmated capacity of
around 78,000 eubie metres. Four
groundwater recharge dams hawve
alsobeenbult,

The govermment has installed a
water desalination plant to supply
the public with elean dnnking wa-



ter. The Royal Air Forre of Oman
operates regular flights to tansport
personal goods, foodstuffs, fresh
water and bulding matemals to
some coastal communities such as
the myabrt of Lima and Kumezar, and
to deliver fresh water to the remote
mountain villa ges.

CERAFTS AND POETEY

In Muroggy Al Dhahab (Golden
Meadows) Al Masoud: observes
that when Omam seafarers were in

the Sea of the Zinj — also known as
the Sea of Barbar —which adjoins the
Arabian Gulf and ends at the island
of Qarbalu in the Land of the Zimy,
they would chant while they were
niding the wawes.

We hear sumilar sailors” chants

today.

It is the environment that inspires
people to adopt their own charae-
teristie style of dress and dewvelop
their folklore and traditional erafts
and industres, just as it was enwi-

Musandam ladies are expert at
making handicrafts from date paim
Tenves.



ronment and circumstances that led
people to build forts and castles or
dig tunnels beneath the ground so
that they could defend themselves

In the Governorate of Musan-
dam the envitonment in which peo-
ple live iz either maritime (along the
coast and on the islands) or agrieul-
tural in the mountains, and the peo-
ple's preupations and emfts have
developed accondingly

For the inhabitants of the coast
fishing 15 a basie source of liveli-
hiood, as well as fishing, net-making
and boat-building. The loeal type of
fishing boat —called a hateel — 1= not
just a boat, but a true work of art in
which the erafteman demonstrates
the popular arbshe taste in its most
mamnifest form. Decorated wath an
arrangement of seashells, whieh are
themselves products of the manne
envairomment, it 15 over ten metres
long from stem to sterm Another
kind of boat, called a magshwant, iz
smaller, being some seven metres
in lenpgth. A eruise in a bafeel or a
maashwant is an ind eseribably enjoy-
able experience fora tounst.

The main oceupations in the ap-
ricultural mountain areas are stock-
rearing and farmuing. Crops inelude
dates, fruit and animal fodder
Crafis include needlewwork and em-
broidery

Popular handierafis in the village
of Lima include pottery and drum
making; the drums are renowned
for their high qualityy Other loeal
produets inelude traditional swords,
sharp knives known as beeshak and

the jirz, which has a head sinular to
an axe head.

The local sonps and dances are
part of the regon's folklorie tradi-
tion and are performed on specific
oecasions such as weddings or o
mark the fishing or harvest seasons
They inelude Ar Erunh —a song and
danee routine which comes in four
different forme and in which the
performers repeat four different sets
of words, depending on the time of
day at wluch it 15 performed; in the



early morning 1t is called as sanh or
siralt or saynhal, at madday as sadir
or sarlinn, in the afternoon ar roeah
and in the everung as san, or saym,
or saynyat. In ar rawah the men beat
drums and mowve backwards and
forwards while turning tound in a
cirele. Other song and danee forms
inelude as sabbah, as shallah, ar ram-
sah (or ar ramaestyah), al dan dm, al
tawmnimah and al maowlid.

An nadba iz a “ery” to arouse the
emotions. The medeeh - or leading

1!? _.“_‘w "

performer - raises hus nght hand in
the air; then places his left hand on
his brow and lus face, after which
he emits sharp eries whale reciting a
poem The people respond by endt-
ting short eres at the appropnate
morments duning the recital. Annadba
iz performed at national celebrations
at which a mood of intense fervour
15 ealled for, or on reli plous oeeasions
in whaeh there 15 choral chanting ora
solo performance by a voealist alter
nating with a chormal refrain.

{Above) The Ar Rawal s ong and
dance rontine when the men bent
drions and wmove biaclavards and
ferivards wlile trning rovnd in a
circle.















THE GOVERNORATE
OF AL BURAYMI

A TIMELESS PAST, A BRIGHT FUTURE

Visitors to the Govemorate of Al Buraymi wwill be charmed by

the quiet glow of the place, Heeir attention arrested by its virgin
landscape, diverse in its scenery from desert plains to soaring
moritains and golden sand diores. But another landscape is just

as striking, a landscape of modent industrial and co mwmercinl
buildings. The lingering impression will be one that bridges a
tranquil, timeless past with the industrial bustle of the present day.

Al Buraymi ltas evwinent trading links, going back to & time wwiten

it was a destination for caravans that lialted in its onses after long
jounteys. Thronugh all of that time this region never lost towch with
its trading roots. Today that tradition of enterprise leas been mrtured
to full watirity by the govemment’s careful mvestment in wodenrity,
wlrere ligh teclh industry coexists alongside traditional crafts.

Sunayna, an oasis of healthy date
palum trees.

SUSPFENDED BETWEEN
YESTERDAY AND TODAY

Poyal Decree Mo, 108/2006 es-
tablishing the Gowvernorate of Al
Buraymua with its three urlayats, ush-
ered in a phase of new growth to
supplement the advances of 40 years
of positive achievement under the
Renaissance. Itz southern demarea-
tion 15 the border with Al Dhahirah,
and Sohar and Dank lie to the east
To the west 15 the United Arab Enir
ates eity of Al Ain

The Al Buraymu Gowernorate to-
day consists of the three provinces
of Al Burayou, Mahadah and Sunay-
nah, along with the two sub-wrlayats,
or myabats, of Ar Rawdah and Hafit
And it is shll an acknowledged and
dynmamuie centre of commereial and
econOmMe ashvity

In the old days Al Bumymu
went by the name of Tawam, and

mare populardy by the deseriptive

al ardl al jac or the ‘land in the air'

because, due to 1tz elevation above
sea level, the landscape has the
appearance of being suspended in
the air In the lugh mountains Shu'a
(Monmga peregnmal trees with thew
tiny seented flowers are silhouetted
against the moeky backdmop. The
shrub Jafus (Acndocarpus onentalis)
wiith its pretty yellow flowers 15 al=a
to be found growing here

Because of its procamity to one of
the country’'s most thriving economie
and industrial centres, the wilayat of
Soharin the Batinah reglon, a nmuatual
complementation has marned these
two regions into what has become
a pivotal and dynamie industral
hub for wnvestment No more than
a few dozen kilometres separates Al
Buraymi Governorate and Sohar, es-
pecially now with the mad system
that encircles the Gowernorate, This
wital network has opened up the re-
gion to opportundties for both eib-
zens and corpomations to implement
the inwvestment pmojects that today
fringe both sides of the mad linking
the Governpmate and Batinah The
same energy i3 palpable in the eco-
nomie achwvity that proceeds apace
and 15 evident everywhere you go. A
confident future iz being drawmn here,
and its emerging features charted
wiith every passing day.

Al Bumymd's northern loeation
makes it particularly favourable for
the implementation of projects with
a stratepie developmentbias, orvital
or service projects with an aceent on
industry, trade and tourism These
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A view of a medern indrstrinl aud
¢ ommercial city - this is
Al Brraymii.




(Top) The Commercial market in
Al Burmypui — o city with a great
past, o great filwre,

are the sectors that will provide a
riew direction for the region, espe-
cially on completion of the abawe
ambitious projects, which aim to em-
ploy every feature of productivity
that iz capable of adding economue
and social value and bringingbenefit
and progress to the repion.

The  Minsterial  Committee
formed to look into the proposals
and mechanisms for development of
the Governorate iz overseeing a new
phase of advances. Millions of Rials
hawve been allocated, among them 50
million Pials for onpping projects
guaranteed in the Seventh Five-Year
Plan 2006-2010. These are focused on
the prowvision of bioad educational
facilities, including higher and tech-
rical edueation, as well as funda-
mental services. In all of these proy-
ects the private sector will be given

an opportunity to invest.

SOUQ AL BURAYMI - A COMMERE-
CIALAND CULTURAL LTANDMARK

The Governorate of Al Buraymu,
and in particular the wrlayef of Al
Buraymu, is one of the most thoiving
eommerrial distriets and inwvestment
gateways in the Sultanate. Its souqgs,
set among white painted dwellings
or strung along ancient alleyways,
are a draw for both investors and
tradesmen from other parts, This
combination of charm and enter
prise is one of the factors that attraet-
ed private capital to inwvest in diverse
projects throu ghout the region.

In the centre of the urloyat the sin-
gularamhitecture of the Commercial
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A modern network of roads linking
the governorate to other regions,
particulariy te Seliar.
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Market stands cut. The market has
separate sections for frut and vege-
tables, livestoek, domestie appliane-
es and luxury items. A central area
offers a vanety of foodstuffs, cmft
items, eopperware and other poods.
Given its significant history in the
region the Market has underpone sue-
cessive phases of development The
ongmal structure has been extended
with the addition of several sub-see-
tions and many of its ameraties hawve
beenupgraded Atpresent the possibil-
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ity of further expansion of the faeility;
wihile introdueing new back-up mar-
kets and supply centres in the Gowver-
norate, is being examined. The overall
purpose of this expansion wouldbe to
keep pace with both the growing local
population and inereazed cormmerrial
activity in the region. The crafts mar
ket wnll surely imnpress the passing
wisitor, with its whiff of the past and
wide display of inhented emfts such
as mmadis (sing. mandeos) and silver-
whare, a5 well as medicinal herbs. kis
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cloge by the Fhandaq Fort and adj-
cent to the anbiques market.

WADIALJIZZI ROAD -
VIBRANT ARTERY

The road seetor is eruesal to so-
eial, commereial and tourist ecom-
munication, and what exists today is
a bustling artenal system that links
villages to one another and to the
outlying distriets. The wrlayats of Al
Buraymm are fortunate to have been
gifted a modern network of moads







that links region to region as well as
facilitating transport communication
between the region and the rest of
the Sultanate

Some 400 ks of external mad
system hawve been completed in and
amund the Governorate, along with
over 300 kme of internal mad links.
Most of the internal sehemes pledged
in earlier plans are now complete
and more than 9,000 street lights
have been erected. As a result some
elderly distnicts hawve sprung o life,
while new ones have been created.
Cities hawve been populated and the
wheels of the Governorate erank and
turn as it prows in vitality and bustle.

Omne of the most strategie of these
roads iz the highway that conneets
the unlayaf of Al Buraymi to Ar Rawe-
dah and Mahadah A grid of new
roads also links new areas of accel-
erated population growth, =king
advantage of the economie and so-
cial upswing. Meanwhile plans have
been drafted to extend to distriets
and villages a complementary moad
systermn capable of absorbing the
expected prowth in traffie require-
ments.

The Sohar-Al Burmayou dual ear-
riageway, which cmosses the Wadi
Al Tizzi moad and runs from Falag Al
Qaba’ill mundabout in Schar to Az
Zurub in the wiloyat of Al Burayou,
iz evidence of the povernment's de-
termination to fulfil the needs of
the loeal populations for these wital
arteries. The 81 km road iz 2 model
project desipgned to the hughest lewvel
of specification and capability.
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The Al Brorayniri Indns frinl Zone,
formded in 1998, is one of the fostest
growing and flowrishing zoues in the

¢ o tryy.



In the Governorate, there were 27
schools and 11,573 prpils in varions
stages of edmcation iu 2009,

Travellingonthe Wadi Al izzs mad,
traversing steep incline and mcky es-
carpment, will give you a command-
ing view and a healthy respect for the
grand vision and enpmeering skill that
wrent info thas haghway Itis one of the
most remarkable moads, not only in the
Governomate, but in the Sultanate as
a whole. Betwreen these two highways
lies the dual carmageway that runs
from Az Zurub moundabout to the Al
Buraymi Hospital, covering a distance
of some 17 ks These wital projects to-
gether constitute a techmacal showeasze
of the Govemorate's impressive mad
network

INDUSTEY - A DREAM
BROUGHT TO REALITY

Az soon as you enter the wnlmyat
of Al Buraym your attention will be
arrested by the tireless lanes of traf-
tic plying the mads connecting Al
Burayma Governorate with the rest of
the eountry, and in particular to Sohar
& panorama then opens up along the
skyline of vast areas of construction
and of manufacturing industry, com-
pacted neatly This sudden scene will
lodge in your mernory for some time.

Industry in the Gowvernorate is a
dream thatis being tansformed day by
day into palpable reality. Cnee aspim-
tions of the setled and enterpnsing in-
habitants of the distriet, they have man-
ifested with unexpected speed before
their eyes. The development of this see-
tor turmned Al Buraynn Industrial Zone,
founded in 1998 and whieh now eovers
abmad expanse of the wtlzyat, into one
of the fastest prownng and most flour-

ishing industrial zones in the country,
with in excess of 61 manufactuning
plants, representing an investment val-
ue of RO14.5 mullion. Meanwhile, more
than mine new projects are underway,
due for comypletion soon.

Al Buraymu Industrial Zone 15 a
portal to promised industrial expan-
sion. The coming phase of the Eipghth
Five Year Plan 2011-2015 revolves
around exploiting the zone to imple-
ment industrial projeets that will
complement those already present
in Sohar Industrial Zone, or in Sohar
Industrial Port. These new projects
wrill capitalise on the area’s facilities
and infrastrudture, built up gradu-
ally to equip itas a home forback-up
industries to serve the many produs-
tion facilities spread about the van-
ous zones in the region

EDUCATION AND HEALTH -
THE FOUNDATION OF
DEVELOFMENT

Your country waits you to he edu-
cated”

This slogan iz written on the
walls of the Sultanate’s schools and
it expresses an official and national
approach to learmung Schools and
universifies have multplied, all an-
mated with a vision that sees thewr
pupils and students as the genem-
tion of the future

Al Bumaymi Governorate has
shared thiz expansion in the edu-
cation sector, with a substantial
inerease in the number of it edu-
cational establishments. The Gover-
norate now has 27 schools, of which
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Al Buraymui University C ollege
affers places to 500 stndcuts
annnaily.

158 are in Al Buraym, semang a to-
tal of 11,573 pupils over the vanous
stapes of the educational process.
With the growth in the numbers
completing their schooling i the
Governorate, and the need fora uni-
versity to grant opportunity to those
school-leavers to secure a third lewel
education, a need that meshes with
the demands of the labour market,
Al Buraymu University has become
one of the most remarkable modern
private education projects the region
has seen The uwniversity will com-

prise indtially three facultes, a fae-
ulty of comumerce, a seience faculty
and a faculty of engneering.

The private sector is being called
on to contribute both influence and
confidence by enpaging ifs respon-
sibility to partner in strenpgthening
the education sector In thas it will
avail of the povernment's backing
in the form of material subsidies,
as well as recruitment support, fa-
cilities and incentives. Al Buraymi's
new university eampus building will
become the latest pillar of a broadly







distributed national education stmat-
egy. An area of over one mullion 5q
ms has been assigned for construe-
tion of the undversity and work is ex-
pected to begin in 2011

The project, which isbeingbuilt to
world elass quality speeifications, is
linked to time-honoured institutions
of learmung and will be capable of ab-
satbing up o 2,000 students annually.

Meanwhile, Al Buraymi University
College has become a beacon of learn-
ing in its own nght It has three divi-

sions and two urits and offers places o
500 students annually. It s prepanng to
open one of the most impressive look-
ing third level educational edifices in
the Governorate, its new campus build-
ing A vorational training inchitute iz
also enwisaged for Al Buraym which
will be able to take in fermale sehoal-
leavers, thus benefiing the labour
market wath the professional skills and
qualifications of the ambitous young
wormnen which the market wnll be seek-
ing to employ in the coming phase.



Serious precedence and attention
are given to healthrare. The Gover-
norate has two hospatals, Al Buraymu
Hospital a refermal facility incorpo-
rating 22 elinics and four wings, and
the Wadi Al Jizm Hospial, which
has several unite and speeialist elin-
ies. There are also four medical cen-
tres, in Sunaynah, Mahadah and the
myahats of Ar Fawdah and Hafit, in
addition to a health comgplex in Al
Buraymu and health centre in Wadi
Al Hayoul in Mahadah.

WATER - ARTERY OF LIFE
Irripation has beena constant fea-
ture of Al Buraymu Governorate and
it has 159 afly, the most well known
of which are those of Saara, Al Mais-
sar and Al Mazidi. These afly, as a
mark of their historieal significance
and importance, have been contanu-
cusly maintamned owver the centuries.
The influence and sipnificance of
these irrigation canals has lost none
of its hustornical extent today, as they
contimue to wrigate the many farms

The oasis, aud 159 aflaaj, in this
aren are ideal for growing frouts and
vegetables, while the handicmfts
son is poprlar with visitors and
Tocal people alike.



This aren is howe to several

mresic and dance forms which

are performed af weddings aud

on festive oceasionus — here the

al ayyalal is perforined. The
Governorate is also ome to severnl
interesting citadels.

that surmound the willages and dis-
tricts of the Governorate.

MNor has the Governorate been
neglected in the alloeation of water
projects, All villa ges and distriets are
served by a constant water service
- supplied from either the desalina-
tion plant at Sohar or from the many
wrells of Az Zurub and Safwan

The Publie Authonty for Eleetrie:-
ty and Water has completed the instal-
lation of a water grid eovenng the en-
tirety of the Governorate's disparate
regions, Eiphty per cent of the rurml

.

netwrork has now been completed 1n
Al Burayrru. Meanwhile some 5 mal-
lion Omam Pials has been allocated
for the water gnd in Sunaynah, sup-
plied from the Masarat Basin. In Ma-
hadah and the nryabat of Ar Fawdah,
direct water lines connect supply o
the water wells exeavated there.

TOURISM: A SYMPHONY OF OLD
AND NEW

Al Buraymi Governorate is wrell-
endowed as a tounst haven On the
one hand the area is steeped in his-
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tory, while nature has been generous
to it in both its contrasts and its dia-
matie seenery. As soon as you set foot
here, you will sense a harmony and
coneord between the old and new
This sense of the fimeless is pven a
cultural dimension in the form of its
handsome strongholds, typified in the
historieal fortress of Al Hella near Al
Souqg and the Fhandaq fortress which
straddles the heartof the provinee and
has given it it distinetive lopo.

These two monuments of defen-
sive architecture tell the wisitor to
the Governorate a story of ifs conse-
quence and influence in the ancient
and modern history of Oman.

The wtlayat and soyabat of Al
Buraymd are noted for their many
heritage tourist sites, represented in
the wadis, mountains and deserts,
caves and golden spreading dunes

The Governomate's new pronu-
nience on the tournst map has eneour-
aged the Ministry of Tourism, acting
jointly with the private sector, tocom-
plete a full study of the repion’s tour-
ist and amenity needs. A plan now
exists to amplement 18 hotel schemes,
foremnst among these a eomprehen-
sive scheme of tounst amematies and
services tobe installed in the Hamasza
regran of Al Buraymi Governorate. In
addition, construetion work 15 ongo-
ing on a resort incorporating a hotel,
chalets and tented accommodation in
Ar Fawdah With completion of these
projects, the Governorate willbe able
to showease a formidable mpdel of
tourist transformation that malkes the
most of it sinpular loration and its
lustorie and tourist attrmetions.

HISTORICALFEATURES:FORTSAND
HERITAGE BUILDINGS

The walaoydt of Al Burmaymi is rich
in its historical legacy and it has many
fortified and hentage buildings, most
rioteworthy among these the Bait Ba-
har It 1z also home to seweral hand-
some citadels, sought out by visitors
and lowvers of hustory, which ennich the
panotama of early amlatecture in the
region —among these Al Fayadh, Hafit
and Wadi Al Jizm forts stand out

The prineipal tourist sites of Al
Buraymu are Al Fossa, Mahadah and



the willages of Fetna, Thaib, and Al
Sarafana, Al Fabs Al Ha'il and Wa-
set and the wvillapes of Al Ubaylah,
Al Murjam, Wai'Al Huyul, Umm Al
Shayqg, as well as the cawves of Wadi

Ayran.

Mahadah 1z a popular loeal tour
ist destination, where wvisitors will
want to see one of the most hastoni-
cally important afly, the signature
Falaj Sharm where fresh waters
gush forth from springs

The northern plains of Maha-
dah contain some of the Sultanate’'s

most fertile farmland. They are eriss-
cmossed by waedis and are popular
destinations for nature lovers look-
ing to relax in the verdant water-fed
landseape Especially popular are
Wadi Sharm and Wadi Qalifi, Wadi
Aboul and Wadi Mas'h, also known
locally as Wadi Al Saha (Valley of
Health) or Wadi Al Shifaa (Valley
of the Cure), along with the broader
sweep of Wadi Al Ehatwa.

Falaj Al Ma=zdi, in the heart of
the wnlayaf, iz one of the more well
krnown afly in Mahadah, and it is

Aerial view of the nearly sqmuare

Al Klhinud ng Forf in Buryami. It

is sirrormded by a mont abont

24 feet wide, iuside of whick is a
wall abont § feet high and 5 feet iu
thiclaress at the base, aud af the
top enly eightcen incles te 2 feet in
diameter.




AL KHANDAQ FORT - A UNIQUE EXAMPLE OF
THE OMANI STYLE OF FORTIFICATION

Al Fhandaq Fort in the wilayat of Al Buraymi is one
of the Governorate of Al Bumaymi's most important
hiztoric buildings. Built during the first half of the 192
century AD (second half of the 13% century AH), itwas
renovated in 1871 dunng the reign of Imam Azzanbin
Qais Al Busaids.

The fort combines two funetions —civil and defensive.
As a residential palace it was similar to palaces suehias

!l'ﬂ_“_!"“ P e R
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Jabrin (Bahla). Bait Al Nu'man
(Barka), Al Hazm (Rustaq) and
other fortified buildings with
official state functions.

Al Fhandag Port 15 a square
structure with one towerat each
corner and about ten mooms.
The towers are of a simular size
and style with a few minor
| differences.

The fort covers an area of
around 3070 square metres
! and i5 surrounded by a moat
' and a penmeter wall. It has two
gateways — one on its eastern
side and the other on the north
o side.

In addition to its towers, moat
and outer wall, the fort also has
several other defensive features
including spouts for pounng
boiling date freacle down onto
unwanted visitors, battlements, and embrasures for
archers, puns and eannon. It also has steps leading to
the moofs of the towers, the main building and the top
of the wall, in additon to stairrases and mmps.

Other features include side entrances, passageways,
corndors, stabling for horses, barrack accommodation
for soldiers and weapons and provisions stores, Water
15 supplied by a well and a fuly (irmigation ehanmel).

The fort also has a prison, a mosque, 2 courtyard and
various other features.



one of the larger of those whose wa-
ters are used by the inhabitants fora
variety of purposes.

Noris Mahadah lacking in histor
ical strongholds to attract the student
of hustory. The Bait Al Nadd Fortress
i5 one of the area's most striking
strongholds, as well as its oldest, be-
ing around 200 years old. MNearby are
the Fhabib and Aboul forts and Al
Shathath, named after the mounfain
astride which it sits. The Shammn ecita-
del follows the line of Wadi Sharm
and 15 reputed to be owver 100 years
old. Built from soaring blocks it en-
closes a sweet-water well.

The miyalbat of Hafit, which is at-
tached to the Governorate but lies 50
ks away, 15 something of a herita ge
settlement, dating to the 3 millen-
nium BC This small enelave has en-
joyed a generous chare of develop-
ment funding.

The ritadel of Al Orani and the Al
Hijra, Al Bazili and Al Aswad forts
are all in the wilayat of Sunaynah

Today nothing chameterises the
Governorate of Al Bumymi so much
as this consfant smooth alternation be-
tween features inherited from the past
and features of modern dewvelopment,
as typified in every amenity and distriet.

CAMEL EACING AND DUNE
SUERFING

There are few more exotie speciator
experiences than the sight of eolowrful-
Ly attired joekeys sprinting around des-
ertepurses on camelback. Camel meing
15 a popular loeal sport with ancient
mots and has a passionate folloving

i..,L .
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among the inhabitants of this region
as much as it 15 an entertainment for
visitors and tourists. Sunaynah hosts
the country's principal camel maeing
firures and the annual Oman Camel
Faces are held in its distinetive arena
Dune surfing 15 a more recent
but no less consurning desert activ-
ity. For exhilaration it rivals its water
equivalent, exeept that the medium
15 the undulating sand of the Al
Buraymu desert. And Al Burayom has
no shortage of silken golden dunes
The ghaf (Prosops anemna) tree is
prolific in thas area too, and spircung
and weawing are local industries.

AL'AYYALAH AL RAZFAH,
ALTARIQ AND ALTAGHRUD

The indigenous people of this
area received their dances and songs
and tradibons from the depths of the
past, such as the al'ayyalah and the
al mzfah performed at national and
festive oeeasions and weddings. Al
Buraymi 15 home to other musieal
and dance art forms, among them
the thythomic warbling and drum-
mang vanations known as al fang, al
taghrud and ham bal al bush

The people of thiz area are well
practieced in many of the farmung
related skills, and they produce
fine copperware and other decom-
tive and embellished craftwork, ex-
pressed i wowen textiles and palm
leaves. Mahadah and Sunaynah are
particularly well favoured in these
skills, along with other native arfi-
san work derived inboth design and
form from the nomadie lifestyle.
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THE DHAHIRAH
REGION

A CROSSRUADS FOR CARAVAN ROUTES

Like the rest of the Sultanate, the Dhialtiral Ivas indergone extensive
development and nchieved impressive economic progress during the
years of the Renaissmice. A crossroads of the old caravan rontes

tlhat lias played a siguificant role in Owman’s history, and blessed
with mt alnmedance of natnral resonrces inclnding oil, gold and otler
minerals as well as great commercial and tonrist potential, ti's
region lias always been well-placed fo reap the fruits of prosperity.
Its futwre prouises to be one of contimned growti.

Most of the Dhahirah 15 a semi-
desert plain extending from the
southern slopes of the Western
Hapar mountain mange towarnds
the Empty Quarter desert. Jabal Al
Eawr marks its eastern boundary
with the Dakhluliyyah region, while
to the south itborders on the Wusta
region. It has numerous tounst at-
tractions ineluding wadis, archaeo-
logical sites and histone buildings,
such as forts, castles and towers. At
the zame time, its population have
all the benefits of modern develop-
ment ineluding education, health
and other services, while a network
of modern roads has lifted it out of
the isolation it suffered up to the
beginning of the 1970s.

The Dhahirah region has theee
utlayats — Ibri, Dank and Yanqul
The nyabat (sub-unlayat) of Hanmaa
Ad Dury’ is in the wrlayef of Tbri
Ibn denwves it name from ym'bur

Ibri, a crossroads for the ofd (to eross), partly because it was the
vl rortes, bk wow ¢ ounce fed erossroads for the old trading cara-

by modern roads to other regious. vans, but also because the mowing






Moving sand droies, and
Al Brraypud 16 mp at night and the
view by dayy.

sand dunes cross its wide expans-
es on their way to the deserts and
wiadis. Despite these features, histo-
rians and writers have desenbed it
as a fertile, agricultural distriet and
a "town of horses and camels”.

bn's 209 willages boast educa-
tion, electricity and health services,
ineluding aceess to hospital treat-
ment, as well as modern mad and
telecomununications systems and
the other amenities of twenty-first
e enttury life

In the desert round bl you can
see parties of houbara bustards
(Chlomydotis undulata) feeding un-
der the trees. Studies havebeen car
ried out with a view to conserving
these beautiful birds.

RESOURCES AND
DEVELOPMENT

In addition to being rich in natu-
ral resources including gold, mar-
ble, industnal rmoeks and oi and
gas fields, the Dhahirah has experi-



enced extensive development over
the past forty years in trade, build-
ing construetion and investment.
The last of these - inwvestment - has
focused partieularly on the min-
ing, energy, tourist and industrial
sectors, and today every corner of
the region — which lacked many of
the most basic services before 1970
— 15 flounshing and buzzing with
activity,

In developing the Dhahirah re-
gion’'s wilayats care has been taken
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to ensure thata proper balance 15
maintained between commereial
facilities and residential areas.
Cld souqgs have been modernised,
while brand new souqgs have at-
tracted traders, reviving memo-
ries of the days when the region
was a meeting place for caravans
from the north and south of the
ecountry It iz now well-placed to
be a wital economie centre, partie-
ularly since steps havebeen taken
to set up a modern industrial es-
tate there that will invest in local
resources and benefit from the
services that have become awvail-
able during the years of the Sul-
tanate’s Renaissance.

The Dhahirah iz a unique blend
of old and new wheres traditional
souqs operate alonpside modern
markets . The main traditional souq
- and the oldest. which has been
extensively modermised - 15 in bn
near the historie Ibri Fort. There
the shopper will find a wide ange
of handicrafts, antiques, livestock,
foodstuffs, spiees, perfumes and
ineense.

Despite the development and
modernisation that has taken place
in the ualayats of Dank and Yanqgul,
their old sougs are still relaxed and
infosmnal places where the local peo-
ple can meet and chat, though they
also play an important commercial
role.

The region has preat potential
for attracting new investment, par
ticulardy in puming, oil and gas. Al
Faki muine in the walayat of Yanqgul,

Dauk as it was in times goue by,
and as it is teday.



Exploiting the region’s mineral
res onrees — here marbie is extraeted
from the uonmtains of Ihri.

A siguificant urouber of
interuational ol ¢ ospanies have
been exploring iuvestment in oil and
gas in this region — depicted here the
m erortaius of Falnd.

which went into operation in 1994,
can produce up o 4500 Eilograms
of pure gold a year In 2003 work
began at the Bichara mine, whirh
produces around three prammes of
gold per tonme of ore. Further stud-
ies and surveys are being carried out
wiith a view to exploiting the Dhakhi-
rah’s other mineral resourees, which
eould produc e substantial scononme
returns in future yeass.

01l is also an important resoume.
The mnst important odl fields in the
Sultanate are in Fahud and As Safa;
there are pas fields there too. In re-
cent years there has been a sigmfi-
cant rize in the number of interna-
tional oil conypanies exploring the
eoneession areas in the region

Several economie and commer-
cial projects have been setup in Tbri
The private sector has invested in
the agri-industry, sethng up date
processing and packaging factories
and providing jobs for loeal people
by helping to boost erop and live-
stock produetion.

MODERN ROADS AND
OTHER PROJECTS

The numemus development
and investment projects across the
Dhahirah region could not hawve
been mmplemented without a net-
work of modern mads. In the past
road transport was difficult, simce
there were only two asphalted
roads — one throupgh the Dakluli-
yyah region and the other through
the Governorate of Buraymi. Each
of these mads was over 300 Kilo-
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metres long, which meant a long
and tinng journey for people traw-
elling to the Dhahirah, particularly
those coming from the Governo-
rate of Museat or the Batinah re-
gion. Poad links between the wrlay-
als were sometimes cut for days at
a time after the rain, which meant
their inhabitants became temporar-
ily isalated.

Today, however, journeys are
much shorter and easier and there
are plenty of options, including the
bri-Sulayf-Fubarah mad which
ends at Bahla and MNizwa in the Da-
Ehaliyyah region. Another road that
runs north from b to the wrlayat of
Al Khaburah in the Batinah repion
wia Wadi Al Hawasnah has two
branch mads — one to the urlayat of
Pustaq wia Wadi Bam Ghafir and
the other to the wtlayaf of Saham
wia Yanqul and Wadi Alun A third
road runs west from Ibri to Dank, Al
Qabil and Al Ayn, and from there to
the Emirate of Dubai in the United
Arab Emirates A southbound mad
tuns down towards the Governo-
rate of Dhofar

The new 1oads are built to the
latest spectfications. High moun-
tains and steep wadis are no ob-
stacle. Other roads ineclude the
Pustag-Maskan moad (76 Eilo-
metres) linking the Batinah and
Dhahirah regions and passing
through over forty villages whose
inhabitants had previously
countered preat difficulties when-
ever they wished to trawvel putside
their own distriets. This mad also

efn-

offers a quick and easy connec-
tion to Muscat. The bn — Hafeet
dual carmageway (114 Filometres)
is also part of the wital highway
system.

Of no less importance are the
Tanam-Hamm Ad Duri' (88 Filo-
metres) road and the Tanam-—Pam-
lat Dahayth (142 Filometres) road
which links the Sultanate with the
Finpgdom of Saudi Arabia

Work is continuing on the expan-
sion of the region’'s road network



Other major projects wnelude the
Armlaa-Wadi Al Ayn mad (43 Kilo-
metres), the Kahnat (urlayat of Ibri)
— Layhban (wilayat of Saham) road
(47 Kilometres), the Al Ghaizayn—
Maskan moad (50 Filometres) and
the Fajj As Sakhama-Ad Daniz mad
{16 Filometres).

Surfacing work is currently in
progress on the Yanqul-Fida-Dank
rmoad (41 Kilometres) and the Layh-
ban-Fahnat mad (74 Eilometres)

Tenders have been invited for

the construction of the bn-Ad Dar

iz-Maskan dual carmageway (51
Filometres) and impmovements to
the Ad Dariz—Yanqul road (20 Kilo-
metres), as well as for the dual ear-
nageway project between Jabnn in
the wrlayat of Bahla and the wrlayat
of bn (90 Falometres).

The upprading and modernisa-
tion of roads in the built-up areas 13
ongoing. They inelude mad surfae-
ing works in al Latheelah, Harnra
Ad Duru, Al Aragi Al Qadeemah,

New ronds and an expanding
¢ onnmercial aren.



Al Awayn, Al Mugmyat Al Man-
joorain and Al Abla (in the waloyat
of Yangul).

HOUSING AND SEWAGE
SEEVICES

The Dhalurah's housing sectoris
a major priority of the gpovernment,
which aime to provide eitizens with
decent living conditions in their
own areas. Housing land has been
distributed and housing wnits hawve
been built for the loeal people; be-
tween 2006 and 2010 some 205 such
units were constructed in vanous
parts of the regon. .

Phase One of the sewape project
has been comypleted ata eost of owver
RO 3 mullion. This too is a high pri-
ority government project.

EDUCATION

Education has been both a
means and an end since the early
years of the Sultanate’s Renaissance
- the end being knowledge and en-
lightenment and the means through
which development is achiewved be-
ing education itself.

The pgowvernment was always
aware of the wital importance of
eduration and accordingly it bult
schools, colleges and undversities to
educate the population and prowvide
young nationals with the qualifica-
tions they needed for their future
careers.

The education seetor in the Dha-
hirah region has undergone steady
growth in terms of both student
numbers, the range of options open

to them and the number of its edu-
cational institutions. Schools hawve
been built in the wilayats and wil-
lages to save pupils the trouble of
hawving to travel long distances in
order to reach their classes. In the
2009-2010 school year there were 81
schools in the region — 55 1n the wrla-
yat of b, 14in the wilayat of Yangul
and 12 in the wilayat of Dank —with
a total of 33,806 students (boys and
pirls) — 25,082 in [br, 4767 in Yan-
qul and 3,957 in Dank
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Higher education faecilities in-
clude the College of Applied Sei-
ences, which offers courses in de-
sign, IT (information technology),
intermational business administra-
tion and telecommunications. It has
anannual intake of around 300 male
and female students.

The dizeiplines available reflect
the needs of the different dewvelop-
ment sectors, which lay particular
emphasis on IT and design.

The Ibnn College of Technology

opened in the 2007-2008 academue
year with an intake of 362 male and
female students — a number which
was set to rise during subsequent
years. This important new addition
to the higher eduration sector
enabled it to supply the labour
market with trained and qualified
personnel

The Vocational Traimung Institute
in the wrlayat of bri with its state-
of-the-art equipment trains young
Omands ina range of technical voea-

Higher edne ation establislments

in this region incinde the Ceollege of
Applied Sciences, the Ibri Collcge af
Teclnology, the Vocational Traimiug
Inustitrte and the D haliirak Nursing
Iustitrte.
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tions and has played a majormole
in qualifying young Omanis for
the labour market.

The Dhalirah Mursing Insti-
tute opened in 1996 and receives
a substantial yeardy student in-
ke

The Dhalirah University iz
another projeet that will mark a
major advance for the region's
edurational sector It found-
ing commnittees have already
embarked on the preliminary

groundwork and a specialist com-
pany has been commussioned to pre-
pare a study on its construction and
the proposed disciplines thatwill be
on offer when it opens.

HEALTH - SEEVICES IN LINE
WITH NEEDS

Alongside education, health 1z
the development process's most
basic human need and the Sultan-
ate's health sectorhas seen imngpres-
sive advances over the past dee-
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The edncation scctor s been
steadily growing - in the 2009/2010
school year there were 81 schools

in this region with a total of 33,506
stndents.



(Tep) Schooling for afl, even in the
rentote villages.

The Dhakirak region has three
hospitals. There is alse a centre for
meuitoring infections diseases at
Toam “‘miig, Thr.

ades. In the 1970z the Dhalurah
had no hospitals or health centres
capable of catering for the loeal
people’s needs and they found
themselves writh no alternative
but to travel to other regions for
treatment.

Today the Dhahiah has three
hospitals, thirteen health centres
and a polyclime with a total of 286
beds. bn Hospital — the region’s
referral hospital which opened in
1995 — has 240 beds and 15 the re-

gion's biggest hospital. There 15 also
a centre for monitoring infectious
dizeases at Tan'am in the urlayat of
Ibri.

THE COUERTS COMPLEX - EASY
ACCESSTO LEGAL
PREOCEDURES

The Courts Complex wasbultin
2007 Situated on the wiloyat of bri's
main moad, it is a fine example of
the traditional Omani amchitectural

style.







The Comgplex was established in
response to advances in the Omani
judieial sector following the prom-
ulpation of the Judirial Authority
Lawr, which unifies the regulation
of the judicial system. It consists of
a Tourt of Appeal comgplete with
offices and eourtrooms, as well as
a fully equipped Court of First In-
stance.

SPORTS

The sports complexes and clubs
that can be found ewverywhere in
Oman provide opportunities for
young Omanis to engage in the
sporting activities of their choice
and develop and demonstrate their
talents.

The Dhahirah's Sports Complex,
whirh opened in 1999 and is the re-
gion's main sports faeility, can ae-
cormmadate over 17,000 spectators.
It has a Boyal Box and a VIP stand
and offers a range of amemties. It
hosts events between the repions
and wrlayats in collaboration with
the sports clubs and assoeiations.

The Dhahirah also has two elubs
- Ibri Club and Yanqul Club.

WADIS AND SPRINGS

Wadiz and springs are among
the Dhahlirah region’s most attrae-
tive features. Ibri has numermus
springs and afluy (pl. of faly = tra-
ditional irrigation ehannel), inelud-
ing the sprinps of Ayn Al Hadeeth
in the willage of Mugmiyat and Ain
al Jumat and Ain Dann in Wadi al
Ain, as well as the aflag of Falaj Al
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THE COURT COMPLEX IN
THE WILAYAT OF IBRI
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The eourt complex in the wilayat of b is one of the
Dhahirah region's major amchitectural features. Built
in 2007 and situwated on the main Dakhiliyyah-Tbn-
Burayma rmoad, it ineludes the Court of Appeal, the
Court of First Instance, the Coneiliation and Settlement
Comuaruttee and the Notary-Publie Department, as well
as administrative deparbments and sections. Modemn
technology iz used to ensure maximum speed and

efficiency in the conduct of its operations and services.
Incorporating the finest architectural features and
design and inspired by the traditional style, which
gives it an aesthetically pleasing appearance, the Ibn
court ecomplex was set up in response to advances in
Omani judicial practice under the Judieial Authonity
Law, which was promulpated to establish a single,
integrated judicial system.



The Dhalirak sports ¢ omplex which
opened in 1999 ean ace omm odnte
over 17,000 spectators.







Mafjoor, Falaj Al Mabooth, Falaj
Al Araqi, Falaj Al Asnain, Falay Ad
Dariz and Falaj Al Qarawan. Sur
face stomage dams have been buailt
on. Jabal al Sarat in the walayat of
Ibri

Wadi Fida — a vnde wad: wath
date proves growing on either side
of it —is one of Dank's main tour
ist attractions. It rises in the village
of Fida - in the distriet of Al Kluli to
be precise — where a steep slope al-
lows water to colleet and flow into
the wadis of Yangul, Mahsi, Ans
and the other valleys and ravines
whose water comes from the mpoun-
tnin slopes. The beauty of this wadi
ig further enhaneed by the forts and
castles which stand abowe its banks
as it meanders thaouagh the wvillages
onite 24 Filometre-long course. The
uralzyat of Dank has adopted Wads
Fida as its emblem.

A wisitor to the wilayaf of Dank
feels as if he has arrived in an enor-
mous park of palm proves, fruit
orchards and a carpet of greenery
stretehing as far as the eye can see,
watersd by numerous afley inelud-
ing As Sadd, As Seemaa’, Al Mu-
haidith, At Taff, Qumaima, Ar Rahba,
Al Fath, Al Jabi and Fhataam.

Dank also has several springs
tneluding Ain Bani Saaidah and Ain
Al Maseefah,

The opening of the Schar—Yan-
qul mad gave a large boost to the
number of tourists visiting the re-
gion from other parts of the Sultan-
ate. Yanqul itself has numemous at-
tractions ineluding high mountains,

lush wadis, afley and huge areas of
greenery all enhaneed by the indus-
try and efforts of the local popula-
tion. One of the most stnking sights
ig the stunning formations created
by nature in the mountains amund
fanqul town.

High up on the list for the wisi-
tor to Yanqul is Wadi al Raki with its
trees and fine views. The village of
As Sudamnyeen 15 renowned for its
abundant water and sturnning scen-
ery, while the villape of al Wagba
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has a wadi whieh dese ends through
the mountains,; it also has a number
of aflag including Falaj Al "Uluw,
Falaj Al Muhaidith and Falaj Al
Ehabourah.

Yanqul's emblem iz Al Hawra
— the highest mountain in the wnlz-
yiat. The willages of thus pyramidal-
shaped mountain, which is also a
major tounst attraction, inelude
Baiha, As Sudairiyeen, Seeh Al Ma-
saah, Az Safrah, Say’. Al Buwairdah
and Al Wagba.

The Dhahirah has several hotels,
hotel apartments and rest houses.
Studies are currently being car-
ried out with a view to further de-
veloping the repion for tourism,
partieularly now that it has a

substantial network of mod-
ern moads and other sernces.
Under the 2020 WVision of the

Oman's Economie Future, the pov-
erniment expects tourism to make a
sipgnificant contribution to the Sul-
tanate's GDP

Dank’s date pafm groves and frigt
orchards thrive as there are any
iaflany and several springs in this
wilaynt — Wadi Fida kas been
adopted ns Dank’s en blew.



Yangrd's emblem is A1Howra, after
the pyramidal-shaped wortain in
its midst.







Providing clean drinking water for
the people of Al Dhaliral -

Al Masarrat Basiu is the largest
grovmd water inttiative iu this
FEgL 0N,

(Right) Ou a high bank of the
Wadi Al Ain where it meets with
Wadi Simaisal, the remains of the
fortified city of Sulaif Mlend in

¢ olowr and texture with the jabal
ontcrop.

HAWDH AL MASAREAT -THE
RIVER OF FEETILITY AND
GROWTH

Some years apo No-One Urag
ined that the desert of the Dhahirah
repion was hiding a nver of fresh
wiater beneath its surface. Searcity
of water was a real problem for the
loral people, but the government set
aboutsearching for sources deepbe-
lowr the ground untl it diseowvered
a huge reservoir of groundwater in

1993 The large Hawdh Al Masar
rat (Al Masarmat Basin) project was
opened in 2003

Hawdh Al Masarmat consists
of two well-fields - Wadi Al Ayn
and Wadi Bukmaba — as well as a
network of main and subsidiary
pipelines and a mains water supply
system, There are also tanker filling
stations, reservoirs, pumping and
treatment stations and electric pow-
er connections. Produecing around
460,000 cubic metres of water a
month at an average rate of 15,000
cubie metres a day from well-fields
with an average borehole depth
of 130 metres, Al Masammat is one
of the bigpest proundwater indtia-
tives in the region as well as being
the largest water supply operation
in the Sultanate. The project uses
the S5CDA (supernsory control and
data acquisition) system to guaran-
tee accuracy in measuring the wol-
ume extracted, flow rate and water
quality,. The pgroundwater stocks
(reserves) were discoversd using
modern methods ineluding geo-
graphical, geological and geophysi-
cal surveys.

CAVES - THE MOUNTAINS"
HIDDEN SECEETS

Cawves are another of the Sultan-
ate's tourist attractions. There are
around seventy caves of various siz-
es in the Dhalurah region. Frobably
the best known — and cerfainly one
of the most beautiful - 15 the large
Al Fattan Cave in the wvillage of Al
Araq in the urlayat of Ibr



Most of these caves are situated
beside springs. In the past the Io-
cal inhabitants used them as hiding
places, to protect themeselves from
inelement weather conditions, as

grain stores or as shelters for thewr
amimals.

ARCHAEOLOGY - THE
EREMAINS OF FORMER
CIVILIZATIONS

The Dhalirah is steeped in his-
tory: Although mueh of its past has

been lost to postenity. the stone ru-
ins that we see today can still tell
us something about the repion's
civilizations in former tmes. Every
single utlayaf has some remnants of
the old days, ineluding forts, rastles,
towers or old residential quarters
bualt in the distinetive Oman: archa-
tectural style. Ibni Fort, in the mud-
dle of the wilayat right next door to
its old souq, was bult 400 yearz apo
and has a stable, a square keep and
a great mosque within ite perimeter



Ilri Forf, ncxt door to the old somy,
was it 200 years agoe. This region
Ias a large wronber of historic
braidings.

wall It has been restored by the
Ministry of Heritape and Culture
and parts of it have been rebuilt.

In Ibn, parties of houbara bus-
tards (Chlonydotis umdulafa) can
be seen under the trees and the
unlayat has adopted this bird as its
emblem

Asg Sulaif Fort — another histone
building — was built in 1711 at the
foot of Mount Shanbooh, which
overlooks Wadi As Sulayf Sur
rounded by a large perumeter wall,
ithas seven turrets, the most famous
of wlhich is Burj Ar Reeh (the Wind
Towrer).

Al Anayn Fortis a fortified man-
sion built in 1740 and consisting of
a two-storied defenmsive structure.
Other forts include Al Fath, Al
Oud, Al Marqoo’, As Safar As
Sharaye' and Al Maneekh in the
wnlayat of bri.

Al Aswad Fort, which dates from
972 AH. iz an impregnable strong-
hold with four turrets. Al Ghubayy
Fort — alzo known as Bait Al Dakk
— eonsists of a number of towers and
a cluster of old houses built in the
traditional style.

There are several lustore build-
ings n the walayat of bn inelud-
ing the foris of Jabal Shahshaah,
Al Mamour and As Sulaina Al Qa-
deem. Other buildings inelude Bait
Az Saropj and several old mosques
such as the Sheikh Shabib Mosque
and Al Haleelah Mosque, which is
built of gypsum and stone.

Bait Al Maraah is the bippgest fort
in the wilayat of Yanqul Two of the

biggest aflag in the ualayat intersect
within itz walls. They are Falaj Al
Ain, which flows for over twenty
Filometres beneath the pround be-
fore rising to the surface inside the
fort, and Falaj Al Muhaidith, which
never runs dry. Now beautifully re-
stored, today this fort symbolises
the urlayat's history and status.

On Jabal Al Ehateem, which iz
amund 600 metres above gound
lewel, there are some old buildings,
ineluding a fort built on a hilltop in
the willage of Hadeeqah. There are
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Bait Al Maranh is the largest fort in
Yaugnd, and twe of the largest aflanj
atls o intersect within its walls.
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Bat, which is located nt an
intersection of aucicnt trade rovetes,
is senie 30 Faus to the cast of Ilri.
The beehive tombs af Al Ain are
depicted here ngainst the backdrop
of Jabal Misht.

also several defensive towers and
structures in the wilayat's villages
which are hundreds of years old.
Inside Yanqul itself are some old
residential areas with mud houses
which are a popular subject for the
photographer’'s lens.

THE BAT TOMBS

The Bat tombs, which date from
the third millennium BC, are the
wiloyat of br's mpost famous ar
chaeologieal treasure. Some thirty
Kilometres from Ibn town, the
tombs (there are amund a hundred
of them at the Bat site) look like Lit-
tle towers.

The truth about this site was dis-
eovered by the Danich archaeologi-
cal miszion, which carried out exca-
vations on it from 1973 to 1979 and
established that the piles of stones
wrere not in fact towers, but ancient
tombs consisting of a large number
of graves of the Umim al Nar type.
They also found other tombs sinilar
inappearance tobeehives.

In view of itz importance, sev-
eral excavations have been ecar
ried out at the site including a
lowr-lying area between the wadi
flow and some rocky prominences
some two Filometres north-west
of the present town of Bat Some
200 pgraves were discovered neara
hall quite near the town and some
round struetures were found, each
of these struetures was surmunded
by two walls with a well at their
centre and it 15 believed that they
were watchtowers. Archaeologists

also found some earthenware par
frapments sumilar to the Jumdat
MNasr pottery in Mesopotanua, as
well as some red pottery decorated
with black horizontal lines, a com-
plete soapstone vessel, three copper
and bmonze blades and some other

copper fragments.

TOWERS AND OTHER
REMAINS

Anoval stone tower dating from
the third mill enniwmn BC was found



at al Fhataon west of the Bat site in
the wnlayat of Ton.

A defensive structure was found
at Wadi Al Ayn ona hill surmounded
by two walls enelosing the remains
of a settlement consishng of naned
houses buwilt on stone foundations.
Some decorated fragments of earthen-
ware vessels were found there as well
as pieces of soapstone used to shape
spear shafis (a mare find), all belong-
ing to ancient civilizatons that used
to flourish in the Dhahimah region.

FARMING AND 5TOCK-

BREEDING

Farming and stock-rearing are
two of the most common oeeupa-
tions of the inhabitants of the Dha-
hirah and they have been the main
souree of income for many families
for hundreds of years. Despite the
development that has taken place
in the region, the lush, fertile land
stll produces enough cmops to
satisfy the needs of the local popu-
lation.

354/355




The Bat site in the urloyaf of Ibn dates from the third
rnillennium BC and was first excavated by the Danish
Armhaeologieal Mission in 1976 in collabomtion with
the Mimstry of National Hentage and Culture. This
led to the diseowvery of a number of tombs amound two
Filometres to the north of the present-day willage of Bat

The southern seetion af the site confains tombs of the
Umm An Nar type, while the northern end consists
of “beehive” tombs. Elsewhere there are some stone
tombs which appear to mark a stage of development
from the *beehive” to the Umumal Nar type.

Finds at the site included some red earthenware
potsherds simular to pottery from the Jumdat Nasr
area in g, as well as fragments resernbling pieces
commonly found in tombs of the Umm An Mar
eivilization that existed in this region in former bimes.

The
struetures walled with square stone bloeks, inaddition
to a well whichbiserted one of the struetures. Further
expavations at this imporfant site will uncover
some of the remaining mysteries about this aneient

mission also diseovered numerous mound

civilization. Some ancient palaces found recently in
Ar Fujpum, Al Masam, Al Ehaffajand Al Mitariyah
in the Bat distriet were built of larger stone bloeks
than those used in the remains at Bat itself mpst of
them are over a metre and a half long.

A wisitor to the Batsite will find evidence of a historieal
thread running right through the early perind. He
will see a number of aneient towers, as wrell as an
alipnmentofstoneblocks ina confipurationsupgestve
of a eylindnical tower-like structure. Ancient remains
from the Omam heritage are evidence of anadvanced
civilization and UNESCO has added the site to its
World Hentage List.



The farmes in the Dhahirah —and
there are many - use modern irriga-
tion systems to water their crops
and farmers and stock-breeders re-
cetve regular support from the com-
petent authonties, ineluding adwvice
and trairing prograrmes.

The region is famous for its
dates, limes, pgrapes, manpoes,
wheat, barey and amimal fodder
The apgrieultural seetor has also
benefited from the introducton of
several new c1ops onan experimen-
talbasis.

The povernment has bwlt a
number of dams —includinga large
dam in Ibri - to supply the aflog and
wells with fresh groundwater

The Dhahirah's geographieal
character has prowvided its inhabit
ants with opportunities to work in
a wide range of oceupations and
trades. These include carpentry, the
manufacture of gold and silverorna-
ments and Omani haluw, weaving,
palm-leaf produets and metalwork.
The wrlayat of Ibn is renowned for
ite Ishis (eloaks), mansals (wooven
woollen ecloaks) and ecamel trap-
pings. There are a large number of
sugarcane presses in the urlayat of
Yangul.

FOLELORE - TRADITIONAL
SONGS5 AND DANCES

One striking feature of Oman's
Fenaissance sinee it was  first
launched in 1970 has been the mm-
portance it atlaches to the country's
hertage. This 15 because of its aware-
ness of the contnbution Omanis



%]
]
[=4]
=
<
U




The camel iz one of the more singular and stnking
inhabitants of the Omani desert. This versatile animal is
erueial, too, in the lives of humans, whobreed, miseand
race camels, a skill that has a long and distinpguished
tradition in Cman.
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Camel races are held throughout the Sultanate,
especially on public holidays and festive oeeasions,
and the Foyal Court Affairs and Oman Equestrian and
Camel Federation organise races year mound. Cman 1=,
moregver, known forits pure bred camels.



The Dhalirak is famons for its
mresical folklore — kere the al razhah
and the al razfak are performed, and
on the right — all Ouwani women

and ¢hildren love brightiy-c olornred

ontfits.

.,

hawve made to human crvilization and
the fact that it recopruzes the impor-
tance of the hertage and traditional
values in maintaindng the Conam
identity and as abasis fordeveloping
the eountry as a modern state.

The uxlayats of the Dhahirah re-
gion are famous for their musieal
folklore and traditional erafts and
trades, which are still a major source
of ineome for many famulies. Tradi-
tional songs and dances inelude al
ayyalal, honbal al boosh and al tang,

as wrell as al madan, al taghrood, al
anzt, and the al waylbyah (whaech 15
performed by women), in addition
to al dm and famn zaffet al arous. At
tasyecf — named after sayf (summer)
—1iz a series of songs sung dunng the
commnunal wheat harvest.

Al kestha invvolves women sing-
ing as they transplant this small
tree/shrub under a full moon. The
tree has beauty as well as medicinal
properties - from one place to nearer
to their villa ge.







OMANI NATIONAL DEESS

The most immedsately distinetive
feature of Omam menand women
is their traditional dress. Most
men wear the dishdasha (mbe) and
misarr (hurban) with an Omam
khmyar (dagger) made from pure
silver with a filipree decoration.
Sometumes a haht (loak) 12 worn
over the dishdesha. Women have a
variety of dress styles, but theyall
wrear the Omani thobe (gown) and
lesu (long strip of coloured cloth
used as a head cover), with an
ermnbrmdered wre gayah (shawl) and
embroddered sirwal (pantaloons).
The style of the thobe vanies from
region to region. Some regions
are renowned for a particular
dress style; the wilayat of Sur, for
example is famous for the Sun
thobe embroidersd with Iroson
ia type of silk), while women in
the Governorate of Dhofar weara
wide volunmnous thobe whieh has
a’'tail’.

Genemally speaking, the most
distinetive thing about Oman
fernale attire 15 its braght eolours,
which become ewven more
dazzling when it is wom with
gold or silver jewellery.
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THE BATINAH REGION

BOUNTIES OF THE LAND AND SEA

Thee Batinal region appears on a map of Hee nortleern Omani coast
as a crescent with its npper, northenm hom at Kleatuat Milalial in
the wilayat of Shinas and its lower, sonthem hom in the wilayat of
Barka . It embraces the Sea of Oman to Hee east, while its westem
Porder Ties on the Sultanate’s moroetairons interior and tie slopes of
the Hajar mowrtain range. The Batinah's fertile agricnftural pluin is
@ strip of land between the morntains and the coast.

Omian prodnces over 60 varietics of
dates -in the dafe s ong nwaiting
the anctioncer.

The preen oases which form the
Batinah's twelve wrlayats - Sohar
Ar Pustag, Al Awabi, MNakhal Wadi
Al Maawil, Barka, Al Musanaah, As
Suwayqg, Al Fhabumh, Saham, Liva
and Shinas — are like a necklace of
emerald beads resting on the re-
gion's chest.

From the be ginning of the walayat
of Barka right up to the edpe of Shi-
nias the villages merge into each oth-
er and you hawve no sense of where
one ends and the next begins, until
you see the sipns weleoming you to
a new wilayat or find that you have
arnved ata moundabout witha street
leading rght into the middle of one

& line of greenery with rows of
white houses and farms as faras the
eye can see, with date palms and
distant forte and towers sereeming
the sea from your gaze, this region
iz a eongemal blend of human con-
struction and nature's handiwork
Because of its location, economue
resources and high population, the
Batinah has played a major role
thooughout Oman's long history. It

has always been the Sulmnate’s out-
let to the states of the Arabian Gulf
and the Indian Ocean and several of
the country’s heavy industries and
wvifal economie projects are located
here.

EVERY WILAYAT IS FAMOTUS
FOR SOMETHING

Al the unlayats of the Batinah
region have scored impressive
achievements in education, health,
toads, clean water supplies, sew-
age systems and other development
sectors. Business it buoyant tel-
ecomruruitication services have been
streamlined and the population en-
joy comfortable, stable lives.

Thanks to modern town plan-
ning, the wrlayats of the Batinah
are as beautiful to look at as they
are pleasant to live in. Restoration
work has been carried out on has-
torie buildings ineluding the foris
and citadels of Schar Al Hazm, Ar
Fustag, Fazah and Barka. Facilities
hawve been installed at some of the
Sultanate’'s most renowned natural
rmineral springs such as Ain Al Fas-
tah and Ain Al Thuwamh, commer-
cial distnets have been mpdermised
and large public parks and pardens
hawvebeen ereated

The Batinah iz rich in econonme
resources and its @mw materials are
now beginning o be exploited as
the basis for a range of vital heavy
industries. Port Soghar iz one of the
Sultanate’s mmajor econoome en-
terprises and its industrial estate
has sueceeded in attracting several
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(Top) The Globe rormdabord, aud
the imposing gateway to Solar.

mega-projects such as petrochern-
cals and alunminium industries. So-
har Airport, work on which is due
tobegin shortly, will give a bigboost
to thearea.

SOHAER - GATEWAY TO THE
EAST

After visiting Sohar the Arab ge-
ographer Al Maqgdisi deseribed it
as the gateway to the East noting
that 1t was "a prosperous, beautiful
eity and comfortable to live in", He
also referred to its seaside mosque
with itz tall copperplated minaret
and mifab (prayer niche). In his
book Mujam al Buldmn (Dictionary
of Countries) the Synan geographer
Yaqut Al Hamawi deseribed it as
“the Fasbah of Oman®.

Al Fans, author of Hudood al
Aalgm (Boundaries of the World),
states that Sohar was the "mar
ket of the entire world”, while Al
Istakhmn speaks of its wealth and
beauty in his book Al Masaalk wa'l
Monaalik (Traditions of Countries).
The Comparmion of the Prophet
Amr bin Al ‘Aas came to Sohar
when he visited Abd and Jaifar
the sons of Julanda and kings of
Oman, in the eighth year of the Hi-
jra with a letter from the Prophet
inviting the people of Oman to em-
brace Islam

Under the Fenaissance Sochar
has become a modern eity, though
it has retained its oripinal charaeter
Imn 1998 it was awarded the Gold
Shield by the Amb Towns Orgam-
sation, reflecting the way in which

its dewvelopment had been planned
to ensure a balance between the en-
vironmetit and the natural beauty
of the area

As you enter Schar you pass
through a pateway in the form of
a line of sailing wvessels with their
sails raised, symbolising the ships
that used to berth in Sohar’s har
bour Itz moads and squares have
been embellished with lawns, beds
of seasonal flowers, fountains and
pools, with fipures and models rep-




resenting some of the country’s his-

tonical, environmental or cultural
features, ineluding a football and a
date palm

Continuing it traditional asso-
ciation with eopper mining and the
eopper industry, Schar today has
a large copper smelter. The eity's
development and beaubfiration
projects — which are much in ewi-
denee throughout the wrlayat — have
been carried out under the aegis of
the Sohar Development Office.

The wrlayat of Ar Rustaq is
famous for Ain Al Fasfah — a
hot spring that attracts tourists
and wvisitors and produces 14,000
eubrie metres of water a day Thas
13 a high wolume compared with
other groundwater springs A
study of Ain Al Kasfah's water
has established that it comes from
a depth of 1,138 metres beneath
the surface of the ground. The
spring is surrounded by a lovely
garden



Ayn Al Knsfali — a majer tonrist
attraction in Rustaig.

Ar Rustaq has always played an
important mole in Oman's hastory
and thizs iz reflected in the 121 forts,
citadels and towers scattered over
its hills and in itz villages. They in-
elude Ar Pustaq Fort — the ualayat's
most imposing buillding — as well as
Al Hazm Fort.

Bee-keeping iz vadespread in Ar
Rustag's fertile wadis and receives
support and encouragement from
the poverrament. The bees feed on
the loeal wild flowers.

Ayn Al Thuwarah is the wrlayat
of Makhal's main elaim o fame.
This spring rises among the roeks
and flows along the wad: form-
ing a little river that 13 popular
with day trippers throughout the
year There are many other springs
neatby all of which flow through
the same wadi. MNakhal deriwves
its name from the Armbie word
yankhul meaning "to filter”, be-
cause the soil filters the waterand
purifies it.

Nakhal has many histore build-
ings mneluding its famous hilltop fort
and numerous old mosques, as well
as scenie spots like Wad: Mistall.

The ualayat of Al Awabi is dis-
tinetive for two things — its lushmess
and its history as a place of litera-
ture and leaming — and that iz why
ithas adopted a pen, an inkwell and
a book as its emblemn Wadi Bamu
Eharus, its banks hned wath farm-
ing villages, runs from the willages
of 5tal to Al Ulya and could justifia-
bly be claimed to symbolise the true
character of Al Aswvabi.
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SPRINGS: AYN AL KASFAH
AND AYN AT THUWARAH



Springs are among the Sultanate’s main visitor and
tounstattractions. Risingfromdeepbeneath the pround,
they flow along the wadis or imgation channels. The
water of Ayn Al Kasfah in the ualayat of Ar Rustag nises
from the bowels of the earth and has a temperature
of 45 degrees C Despite its pleasant taste it contains
sulphur, thouph not in sufficient quantities to hawve an
adverse effect on the health It is'used medicinally as a
treatment for some types of joint and back pain
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The authorifies recognize that the spring 1z a tourist
assetand hawve developed the area round it

Ayn Al Thuwarah in the welayat of Nakhal is a spring
that flows in abundance from Jabal Zald throughout
the year, though the volume produced varies according
to the rainfall Piende shelters and seating have been
imnstalled for wisitors near the spring. The wrloyat
of Nakhal is dependent on the water from Ayn Al
Thuwarah for irri gation and other everyday uses.




(Top) The imspoilt beack of As
Sinvadi. (Abeve) Sufala Fort in
Wadi Al Maawidl, and (right) s ome
of As Sineadis rocky islands where
birds rest on their migration.

Al Awvabi has numerous sites
of archaeological interest and old
mosques, including Al Ghamamah
Mosque in the village of Al Hajarin
Wadi Barmu Fharus, the restored Al
Avvabi Fort, the forts of Ar Fami and
Salawtand a number of towers.

Wadi Al Maawil has the jackfruit
(fins) tree— a tree that i5 unique to
thas wnlayat and one of its symbols.
Some runeteen metres t@all and wath
a trunk a metre and a half thick, its
fruit weighs up to ten Kilograms,

WILAYATS AND HISTORIC
SITES - THE RAK TREE AND
MIGEATING BIRDS

There are a large number of has-
torie buildings in Wadi Al Maawnl,
one of which - Al Safalah Titadel
- 15 the urliyat's emblem It green,
tertile villages — Afiy, Muslimatand
Al Apl — are watered by aflag (pl.
of faly = traditional irrigation chan-
nel) and wells and the dates from its
many palm growves are used to make
mabsal; the palms produce mabsall







{Tap) The white-collared Kingfishers
ciant be seen in the Shinas and

Al Limn mangroves.

{Above) Barka Fort is ¢ onstricted
matuly of stenc rather than wmmnd
bricks. Oue of its forr lnrge towwers
is an rivrsnenl ectagonal shape, aud
(top right) the suall patm b boat
cnlled a shasha, which is said to be
mnsin ko be.

dates, which are picked after they
hawe become yellow, then stewed in
water in traditional ovens beforebe-
ing dried in the sun

The wrlayat of Barka 15 partieu-
larly wrell known for the attractive
sandy beach at As Sawadi, which
iz a popular week-end spot and
an excellent starbing point for trips
into the nearby mountains, Sawadi
beach owes much of its fame to its
three rocky offshore islands which
provide a refuge for migrant birds,

ineluding herons and black-headed
gulls, which stop off there in Janu-
ary and February every year.

Barka iz also famous for its forts,
towers and old houses, particularly
Barka Fort Al Fulaij Fort, which iz
also in the wiloyat, has been reno-
wvated and 15 now a modern theatre
that stages Amb and international
productions.

The leafy rak (Salvador persi-
cns) tree grows in the walayat of Al
Musanaah's deserts. In Enplish it



15 sometimes known as the “tooth-

brush tree’ as in earlier times the
roots were traditonally harvested
as toothbrushes. Today the welayat
has adopted the tree as its emblem.

The local pepple here have been
fishermen sinece childhood and
you will find their fislung boats an-
chored beside the shore. Other oe-
cupations inelude apriculture and
textile weaving. In the old days Al
Musanaah was renowned for cer-
tain traditional industries such as

the production of indipp, which was
used to dye women's garments, and
for its supAr cane presses —an indi-
cation of the fertility of the soil.

Al Musanaah is famous for its
camel-breeding and camel races; in
Tawi Al Shawi in the willage of Al
Chart there is a camel race track and
offieial thormoughbred Amb eamel
races are held there.

In the flat, open land of the wrlz-
yit of Al Suwayqg you will find pas-
tures dotted with herds of camels,
while towards the plain there are
beautiful wadis such as Wadi Al
Halfayn, whach 15 one of the main
loeal tourist attractions. The town
of As Suwayq iz one of the bigpest
markets and shopping centres in the
Batinah region and sea-going wes-
sels anchor off its shore.

The wnloyat of As Suwayq has
nearly a hundred wvilla pes, as well as
historie forts and citadels ineluding
Al Suwayq Fort. The surmounding
country also has much to offer such
as fresh water springs.

The wurtlayat of Al Fhaburmh is
known for its palm groves and
lime orehands, while tourists — par
ticularly those who are keen pho-
tographers — are enchanted by its
wadis such as Wadi Al Hawasnah
and Wad: As Sarmd wath their aflag,
sprinpgs and running streams.

The wrlayat of Sahamis renowned
for itz limes and it has adopted the
lime tree as its emmblem Its 23 aflag
inelude Falaj Wadi Baru Omar Falay
al Rawdha, Falaj Al Fulaij and Falaj
al Mahab. The uwrlayat of Shinas has
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There are over 300 schools in the
Batiuak region, with wore than
185000 male and female stodents.

36 wadis, the best known of which
are Wadi Ajeeb, Wadi Teemat and
Wadi Faydh.

While Liwa is famous as a boat
building centre, 1t also has several
tourist attachons inecluding some
old mosques. A wisitor to thas wilayat
wrill be struck by the sight of a small
palm-rib boat floating by the beach
called a shesha. As it 42 made from
palm branches dried in the sun, the
shasha 15 unsinkable. It can hold one
or two people and the local people
uge itto fish in places near the shore.

In the wilayat of Liva's village of
Zuhairmi there is a mashoe (bacbab)
tree — the only tree of its kind in
Oman - which has a massive trunk
and short leaves and may be owver
150 years old and. Local people be-
lieve it can relieve toothache,

The wrlayaet of Shinas, nght up at
the far end of the Batinah coast, en-
joys all the benefits of modern de-
velopment. It has numerous tour-
ist attractions, a lively comumercial
seene and — thanks to its numernus
aflug - a thriving agricultumal see-
tor. Moreover, because of its seaside
loeation, it also has an important
commercial sea-port. Its main fea-
tures of historical interest include
Slunas Fort, which is near the souq.
There are also other forts in the
wilayat as well as over thirty towers
including the seaside tower of Burj
Al Mareer There are a number of
wadis and Eawrs (lagoons) in Shi-
nas; one of them — Ehawr Al Qurm
— 15 partcularly popular writh wisi-
tors and tourists.

EDUCATION AND HEALTH
Justas nothing ean grow without
wiater, 50 too can there be no dewvel-
opment without edueation. Aceord-
ing to the 2000-2010 figures, there
are 177 schools in the North Batinah
with 112,255 students (boys and
girls) and 116 in the South Batinah
wiith 73,151 students. In the hugher
education sector there are two Col-
leges of Technology - in Al Mu-
sanaah and Shinas — as well as two
Colleges of Applied Scienwes, omne
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In the Batinak region there is a
University, Medical College and
other colleges of ligher learming
where yonng people can eqrip
themselves for a fitire carcer.




There are 10 hospitals in this region.
Medical and unrsing students are
trained to nse the latest equopment.






The coastal road in Salam.

in Schar and the other in Ar Fus-
taq. In addition to these, a branch of
the Oman Medical College in Sohar
runs courses for students from their
fourth to seventh umversity yeass.
There are two Vocational Traiming
Centres — one in Shinas and the
other in Saham. Sohar Private Uni-
wversity offers cowrses in the arts and
seiefices

Health 1z a major priority in the
Batinah region. Its ten hospitals in-
clude referral hospitals in Sohar
and Ar Rustaq. There are also eight
polyelinies and 25 health centres
The Sultanate’s first specialist cen-
tre for spinal surpery and the sur-
gical treattment of sports accidents
and imjuries, which iz being set up
in the willa ge of Majaz in the walayat
of Saham, 15 a joint Omani-German
investment project

MODEEN ROADS

Today the Batinah boasts a net-
work of wide modern mads em-
bellished with preen expanses and
fipures and models representing
aspects of Oman's heritage and
culture As they cut across wadis
and carve their way thmough the
mountaing, these mads link the
wilayats with each other and the
Batinah region wauth its neigh-
bours. Tourists will soon be trans-
ported to a world of joy and beau-
ty along a fine new addition - the
Batinah Coast Foad — which wall
run along beside the sea fora dis-
tance of 66 Filometres between
Port Sohar and Ehatmat Milahah
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THE BATINAH COAST ROAD

The 240-Filometre-long Batinah Coast Road through
eight of the Batimah repion’'s wnlayats (Barka, Al
Musanaah, As Suwayqg Al Khaburah, Saham, Schar,
Livwva and Shinas) is one of the Sultanate’s national
strategie projects.

Phase One (126 Kilometres) will be implemented in
two stages. The first stage (60 Kilometres) will be from
al Naseem Foundabout, then wa the urxloyet of Barka to
the Saidbin jultanbase inters ection at Wudam As Sahel
in the wilayat of Al Musanaah, whale the second stage
(66 Filometres) will be from the Majees interseetion in
the walayat of Schar to Khatmat Milahah in the wrloyat
of Shinas.

The new road will be built to the highest specifications.
It will be a dual carriageway with two lanes in each
direction, with the possidility of an additional third
lane in each direction in the future. It will also hawe ship
mads on either side, as and when required, as well as
pedestnan pavements, car parks, landsecaping and safe
pedestrian erossings near souqs and fshing areas.

A5 well as offering an alternative moute to the existing
Batinah hiphway the project will provide access to the
vital destinations located along its oute. It will also
help improve the seafront along the eoastal stoip and
replace the areas affected by the project by creating
well-planned new areas of building development,
complete with all basie services including streets, street
lighting and sewape systems. At the same tune it will
provide a range of tourist and recreational amenities.

The project will also resolve the problem of coastal
ermosion by establishing effective sea defences, while
ereafing suitable conditions for future development in
the areas alloeated for projects such as tourist resorts,
harbours and other manne faecilities.







and for 56 Filometres betvreen
the wilayats of Barka and Al Mu-
sanaah. The Dhahirah and Batinah
regions are linked by the Maskan
mad (76 Eilometrez) between the
utlayatz of Ibn and Ar Rustaq, as
well as a second road between
Yanqul and Sohar, while Tbri and
Sahamare hinked by the Wadi Bam
Cmar road (44 Kilometres), which
starts in the wilayat of Saham's wil-
lape of Al Laheeban and ends in
the village of Fahnat in the utlayat

of Ibri. This road joins the Wadi
Al Hawasnah moad (Al Ghizayn —
Maskan) at two points — firstly at
the village of Al Koonyah (7 Kilo-
metres) and the second at Eahnat
(11 Eilometres). These moad con-
nections hawve helped shorten the
distanee between Wadi Bani Omar
and Wadi Al Hawasnah. The Al
Hajaan — Al Laheeban mountain
mad (3157 Kilometres) has been
upgraded. The 50-FEilometre-long
road between Maskan willage
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Roads cntting acress wadis

and carving their way throngh

w onmtains — linking the wilayats
with encl other and the Batinak
region with its neighbonrs.



{Above & overleaf) Recently fisling
harbowrs have been bnilt in several
coastal towns, and fisherics -related
operatious (incinding a traiuiug
instifute) have been established.
(Right) A wice catel of troa.

i

iwrlayat of b and the wvillage of al
Ghizayn (waloyat of Al Fhaburah),
which runs over high mountain
passes and across wadis, has been
desipned to puarantes maximum
safety for vehieles and drivers.

The SoharBuraynmd dual ear
riageway (81 Kilometres), which be-
gins at the Falaj Al Qabail Rounda-
bout and ends at the Zandb Fowunda-
bout, 15 lit by three thousand street
lamps. A flyover is scheduled to be
built to Sohar Airport

Arnother new road runs from
Wadi Hilt (urlayat of Schar) and
Wadi Shafan (urlayat of Saham)
through the willages of Al Fhami-
rah, Safiy and Sahiy in the walayat
of Ar Rustag. A new bridge across
Wadi Bara Fharus in the wilayat of
Al Awabi and the new Al Fhabt
branch mad off the Ugair Al Abri-
yyviti mad will also facilifate trawvel
between the wrloymz and wilages
and help promote trade and tour
ism. To relieve congestion, the in-
tersections on the main highway
between the Maseem Park and the
ualayat of Shinas roundabouts have
been closed; sixteen overpasses and
underpasses are due o be built as
well as two fyovers at the Barka
and Al Fhaburah moundabouts. Af
ter these hawe been completed the
remaining intersections will also be
closed.

TREASURES OF THE LAND
AND SEA

The Batinah les along a shore
that iz mieh in fish and there iz now
an infrastructure for developing the
fisheries sector Fisheries depart
ments have been set up in the coast-
al wnlayats and fishing hatbours
have been built in Shunas, Sohas
Saham, Al Fhabumh and As Su-
wiayq. To help improve the quality
of the catches, an institute has been
established in Al Fhaburmh o run
a trining propramme for fisher
men from all the Sultanate’s regions
and hold eourses in nawvigabon and
map-reading.
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{Previons page) Falaj water is
rotational so that everyone kns
share for their erops. The yormg
are ene onraged to pIrsmne cArcers
in agricndtire and horticrltre
nsing medern methods. Beans aud
mrshrooms are exported.

Water desaliuation plauts at Solar
and at Barka provide the peopie
with millions of gniflons of drinking
water.

ij:!uH

There are fish sales and market-
ing projects in the Batinah's wrlmy-
ats, as well as a ranpge of fisheres-
related operations such as fish
processing, canming and packaping
factories, fishing tackle shops, fish-
eries eompanies, fish drying and
salting plants, iee factonies, fish im-
port and export companies and fish
farming and fish food production
businesses.

Barka and Al Musanaah enjoy

all the npght geopraphical and en-

wironmental conditions for the es-
tablishrnent of fish farming projects
along their shores and there are
several fish production schemes in
both those wrlayats including tilapia
farms. Several of the products from
these businesses have found their
way into the local markets

An agrieultural training section
has been opened at the Saham Vb-
cational Training Centre to support
the famung industry Its traimng
plans aim to qualify young Omams
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The Solar sports ¢ onplex las a
football stadizou capable of holding
1,000 spectators as well as indoor
facilities wkile the the Sports City
at Al Mnsaunak provided the venne
for the 2ud Asiau Beach Games in
Decem ber 2010,

to play leading mles in the agrieul-
tural sector.

CLEAN DRINKING WATER

Water 15 the basis of life and
in recogrition of this the govern-
ment has introduced a ranpge of
projeets with the aim of making
elean drinking water available for
the population A water desalina-
tion plant that has been set up in
the wilayaf of Sohar produces mul-
lions of pallons of potable water;
some thirteen million gallons a
day are piped to the South Ba-
tinah meluding the wrlayats of Ar
Rustagq, Al Awabi, MNakhal Wadi
al Maawil and Al Musanaah, and
eighteen overhead reservoirs hawve
been built az well as ten pump-
ing stations and eighteen tanker
filing stations. Phase One of the
Barka desalination plant produces
twenty mullion gallons a day, wlule
Phase Two produces twenty-six
mullion gallons a day and supplies
the Governorate of Muscat and the
Dakhiliyyah region

SPOERTS

Sports play a wital mle in pro-
moting physical and mental health
and in the Batinah mueh importane e
15 attached to sports and youth ae-
tivities. In addition to nine sports
clubs, there is a sports complex in
the wrloyat of Sohar with a football
pitth eapable of accommodating
over 15000 spectators. The comyplex
also has an indoor sports hall for
wvolleyball, basketball and handball
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Providing jobs for Omanis. Solar
Indnstrial Port is nss ecinted with
inarge projects steaming from the oil
and gas indnstries. It has 18 berths
aloug 7,880 mctres of picr. FrecZone
Soharis a joint initintive betiveen
the government of Oman and the
private sector to provide indrstries
of each clnster with the benefits of

¢ oninm om fiacilities.

matches with space for a thousand
spectators and a hockey pitch where
competitions are held ineluding HM
the Sultan’'s Cup championships.
Other amnenities inelude traiming fa-
cilities, anathleties trackand aceom-
modation for teams. Games played
at the Batinah's clubs inelude foot-
ball, volleyball, handball and hock-
ey. Az well az hosting loeal chamypi-
onships in these pames, these elubs
hawve also represented the Sultanate
at Gulf and Asian events, partieu-
larly in football and volleyball

& Sports City has been set upon
an area of one mulbion square me-
tres in the wrloyat of Al Musanaah to
provide the venue for the * Asian
Beach Games in December 2010 Itz
facilities inelude an athletes’ village,
a four-star hotel, an admuinistration
building, a sailing boat manna and
several pames pitches and stadiums.

There are horse and camel mace
tracks in the wiloyats of Schar and
Barka and an equestrian eity eur-
rently being built in Barka waill
comprise a race track, a veterinary
clinde for horses and eamels, train-
ing prounds for jockeys and a range
of other facilities.

SOHAR INDUSTRIAL ESTATE -
MEGA-FROJECTS

Sohar Industrial Port, which has
been in operation since 1999, has
attracted massive local and foreipn
investnent in ifs heavy and petio-
chemdeals industries and it is one
of the largest econornic projects
in the Sultanate The port, whirh
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SOHAR INDUSTRIAL PORT

The Sohar Industrial Port was established in 2002
a3 the Sohar Industnal Port Company (SIPC SA00
wihich 15 owned jointly by the povernment of Cman
and Portof Rotterdam. [t opened in 2004

The Port iz ascoeiated with large projects
sterming from the ol and gas  industres
The port has 18 berths along 7,880 metres of pier
and iz divided into four main sections, handhng
confainers, general carpo, dry materials and liquuds,
meluding a liguid storage area. The port ranges in
depth from 16 to 18 metres inside the main basin, and
reaches a depth of 23 metres at the dry goods station.
In just a few years, the Port of Sohar has pained
importance internationally, attracting Ioeal and foreign
inwestments in heavy industries and petrochemicals such

as the Sohar Refinery, the polypropylene, urea, methanol,
aromates and polyethylene factories and the larpe won
and alumindum plants. The development of the area also
includes Free Zone Sohar and Sohar Awport

It shares excellent mad connectivity with the
upeoming Expressways to Museat, Abu Dhabi and
Duibai, and the proposed Batinah Failway network.
The Port and Free Zone Schar benefit from ineentives
encouraging investment in the locality and can
cifer all of the services required by industries,
such as handling stations managed by specialized
international compandes, electricity, water and pgas
industry services, in addition o certain prmary
materials sueh as the produets of Sohar Befinery,
which were responsible for stimulating investment in
the propylene project







Sohar Fort, dating from the 13th

to 14th centuries AD, has been
converted fnte a mrseron dedicated
to the old city of Soliar aud its
relntions with other cultires.

consists of a main container termi-
rnal, a general carpo termunal and a
terminal for handling and storing
liquid carpoes, is between sicteen
and eighteen metres deep inside the
main harbour basin. At the future
dry ecargo termunal it will be up to
twenty-three metres deep.

Sohar Industrial Estate has
amund 178 prmojeets at various stag-
es ranging from Phase One to Phase
Seven, including sixty-eight projects
that are currently in produrtion or
under experimental production;
these projects wnelude foodstutfs,
plastics and chermeals industrnies,
oil and pas derivatives, metal-based
industries for the mamusfacture of
equipment and machinery, wood,
paper and alumirsum industries
and service projects.

The completion of the ship fuel-
ling station at Sohar Industnal Port
wiill bolster the Sultanate's capae-
ity for boosting trade between the
Gulf region and the outside world,
ineluding the “transit” trade. This 1s
not coly because the Sultanate is in
a geopraphically vital strategie loca-
tion, but also beeause Sohar Indus-
trial Portis a major ink ina string of
Omam ports ineluding Port Sultan
Qaboos in the Governorate of Mus-
cat, the container port in Salalah in
the Governorate of Dhofar and Port
Dugm - currently under construe-
tion in the Wusta region - as well
as several small hatbours along
Oman's long coastline.

FreeZone Spharis a joint venture
between the Government of Oman
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The great angnlar Al Hazan Fort
was blt in 1708 aud is located
where the Batinak pinin meets

the Jabal Al Alhdar. It is @ true
military fort, inc orporating towers
for muany caunons. And (Telowe),
the Al Awali Fort which wow las
a renovated tower at olic ¢ oruer
and a won-renovated tower at the
diageunily eppesite cud.

and the private sector. Itis being de-
veloped in three phases over a total
area of 4,500 heetares, the first phase
covering 500 hectares. The cluster
approach, adopted from the Post, 15
to provide industries of each eluster
writh the benefits of common faeili-
ties.

TRADITIONALARCHITECTURE

The old eritadels, forts and towers
in the Batinal's towns and wvillages
are shining examples of Oman's
amchitectural history, They include
the eye-catehing white Sohar Fost,
whirh dates from the 13% o 14% cen-
turies AD and has now been con-
verted into a museum dedieated to
the old city of S3oharand its relations
wiith other cultures Among ifs ex-
hibits are some ancient artefacts and
traditional weapons.

The old eity gates beside the Fort
havebeenrestored. Theyinelude the
historie Hipra Gate by the entrance
to the Fort, and the Friday Market
Gate to the west of the Hijra Gate,
whach - along with the old souq —
must have onginally stood there at
the beginning of the Elamae era.

Ar Pustaq's fort, which stands
on a rocky hilltop, 15 an imposing
old building and Al Hazm Fort iz
an amchitestural gem that has been
restored and 15 now a museum. ks
vaulted roofs have been construeted
entirely without wood. With walls
three metres thick, the Fort has mas-
sive doors and some old Portupuese
and Spamsh eannons, as well as a
series of passapeways and staircases

specially desipned to enable horses
to climb up to the roof of the buld-
ing. The Falaj Al Hazm channel
passes thoough the Fort to provide
itz pecupants with fresh water

In Makhal the town's lofty cita-
del and itz towers look down from
the top of a hilltop 200 feet lugh. It
was restored in 1990 Al Junah Gia-
del, also in the wrlayat of Makhal, iz
in al Alaya distriet near a mosque
whichbears the same name — Jumah.
There are also citadels in the villap-
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The [ulandas oalt Rustag
Castle Fort in 1250 AD. When
Nasir bin Murshid became the
first Yormba ruler in 1624, ke
meved the capital to Rustag

and rebuiit the fort in 1650 AD.

es of Al Abyad, Al Taw, Haliyan and
Wada Mistall.

The wilayat of Liwa has several
castles, forts and towers. They in-
clude Liwa Citadel, whose three
main towers are set in its pernm-
eter wall, Fazah Titadel, whach iz
approximately twenty-five metres
high, and the white mud fort of Aw-
lad Yanib on the shore in the Har
moul distriet. There are numerous
small hilltop towers in the wrlayat.

The Souq Fort is one of the main

forts in the wilayet of Saham The
unlzyat of al Khaburah has several
forts, towers and walls, including
the forts of Qasabiyat Albusaid, al
Hiyarn. Al Badi'ah, Al Ghashiyeen,
Al Agli, Falaj Bani Rabi'ah and Al
Fhabt, and Qatest Wall and Al Da-
wahna Wall..

Historie buildings in the ualayat
of Wadi Al Maawnl inelude forts in
the villages of Afiy and Muslimat,
as wrell as three other forts — Bait
Matma', Al Fhandaqand Habma



Al Awwabi has Al Awabi, Ar Fat-
ma and Salawt Forts, As Sadd and
An MNapur Towers and three old
howses — Bait As Saroog, Al Misfah
and Al Waleeja®. Bait An Numan in
the wiloyat of Barka 15 a charming
example of an old Omard palace.
Iz allure has been further enhaneed
by the date and coconut palms that
hawe been planted round it. Barka
Fort, which has recently been re-
stored, features an octaponal tower
Al Fulaij Fort, which dates from the

end of the 18% century AD, stands in
an area of open ground surmounded
by mountains. Mow a theatre which
stages world-class drammas, shows
and concerts, it has a VIP box and
seating for up to 500 people.

The wnlayat of As Suwayg has
20 historie walls and four towers,
as well as forts in several of its wl-
lages; these include the forts of Al
Tharmad, Al Hilal, Al Maghabisha
and Al Burasheed. As Suwayq Fort,
beside the sea, has mound turrets in
three of its comers

Harat Al Baks 15 an old mud and
stone-built residental area in the
wilayat of al Fhaburah on a tongue
of moek beside Wadi Al Baks. It has
only one entrance.

The mnsque of Imam Ar Fabeea
bin Habib 15 a histone mosque in the
willage of Ghadhfan in the wrlayat of
Liwa. Other old Batinah mosques
inelude the Makhal Friday Mosque
and Al Agr Mosque in the wilayat of
Shinas.

TOURIST AND ECO-
ATTRACTIONS - WADIS,
SPRINGS AND AFLAAJ

Wadis and springs are the Ba-
tinah's most attractive natural fea-
tures from a tounst and environ-
mental point of view Wadis in the
wrloyat of Sohar inelude Wad: Ahen
and Wadi Al Tizzi, as well az Wad:
Hibi, which iz some 60 Kilometres
from Sohareity. Some of these wadis
lie in hully areas.

Wadi Al Hawagayn in the mryabaet
of Al Hawgayn (weleyat of Ar Fus-

412413



{Top) The Snr Al BuHilal Fort in As
Swnwaig aud {right) Bait Au Na uwan.
(Below ) Nakhl fort stands on

an eminence seme 200 feet high
overlooking the town. Access is vin
a steep rap Teading np to the nnnin
gateway and throngh a strong onter
ramprart.
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Al Frletj eastle wilich dates from
the eud of the 15th centrory AD is
now a theatre with seating for 500,
It stages world <class shows aud
coucerts from arormd the world.




The village of Wakmau in Wadi

Mis tall- poprdar for its trekldng
paths, aud fridt trees which blossom
in February ench year. Aud (belowe)
Wadi Howagayn makes for an
enjoyable day ont.










tag), usually has waterfalls after
the rains. Wadi Sahtan 15 a delight-
ful wadi with farming villages; one
of the mnst beaubful of these is
the willage of Al Wajma. Wadi Bama
Awt ends at the willage of Bilad
Seet —a popular tourist destination
with houses built on a hilltop in an
area of palm and eitrus groves and
woodland, Wadi Bamu Ghafir and
Wadi Baru Hinai are renowned for
their sprngs and streams, while
Wadi Al Haimli's main attraction is
its mountain villa ges.

In Al Awabs there is the stunning
Wadi Bani Fharus, which attracts
bourists because of its scenery, his-
torie sites and old mpsques. The wil-
lage of Al Ulya at the top of the wadi
15 popular with nature-lovers.

Wadi Mistall in the walayat of Na-
khal ends at the willage of Wakan,
famous for its peaches, apricots,
pomegranates and walnuts. It is
particularly popular with tourists
when the flowers are all in bloom in
February and their eolourful blos-
soms produce a dazeling eontrast
with the green of the trees. Wadi Al
Abvya, also in the walayat of Makhal,
combines the magiec of nature wath
the charms of the houses on the hill-
tops abowe it.

According to the national filg in-
ventory there are 408 aflngj in Schar
making it the walayat with the preat-
est number of aflaug in the country
The unlayat of Ar Fustaq has 204
dflam. The best-known aflaa in the
Batinah ineclude Falaj Al Muyassar,
Falajal Sayeghd and Falaj Al Eamnil

Along wath five other aflag, Falaj
Al Muyassar in the walayat of Ar
Fustag was chosen as a representa-
tive example of mankind's eultural
hertage.

The Batinah iz a region of heavy
rainfall during some seasons of the
year when its wadis £l up and flow.
Groundwater recharge dams hawve
been banlt in Wadi Al Maawil, Wad:
Al Taw, Wadh Al Lajal, Wadi Al Fu-
laij, Wadi Al Hawasnah, Wadi Al
Fara', Wad: Hatta, Wad: Al izziand

The best kuown falaj in the Batinalk
region is Falaj Al Muyassar in
Rustaqg. This falaj is one of five
ancient irrigation systems in Oman
prit on LINESCO s World Heritage
List iu July 2006.



{Tap) Sooty Fale ous are uimicrons in
morth Oman and i the Musaud o
from Augnst to October. They
winter in Madagascar.

The wine Dimvaniyyat Blands were
given Natwre Reserve statis in April
1996 with the aiw of protecting the
turtle beaches, e oral reefs, birds and
flarn.

Wadi Ahen to reduce the volume of
rainwater loss and minimuse the risk
of flooding.

Springs are also popular with
tourists. Inaddition to the hotspring
of Ain Al Fasfah in the walayat of Ar
Fustag and Ain Al Thuwamh in the
unlayat of Makhal, there are also sev-
eral lesserknown springs such as
Ain Al Hoot in Wadi Baru Awf, Ain
Al ¥hadhra in Wadi Sahtan, Ain Al
Zarga in the myabat of Al Hawgayn
and An Al "Azm in the wnlayat of
Liva.

THE DIMANIYYAT ISLANDS
RESEEVE

The Dimaniyyat Islands lie to
the east of the wiloyat of Barka and
eovera total area of 203 square Filo-
meftres. The mine main islands are:
Al Fharabah, Al Hayoot, Al Jabal Al
Kabir; Al Jabal As 5a ghir; Al Mumal-
laha, Al Loomayah, Qismah, Al Joon
and fwwlad Al Joon.

These islands are a haven for
wild life and they were declared
a sanctuary by PRoyal Deeree on
F Aprnl 1996 with the aim of pro-
teeting their turtle beaches, seenie
beauty, coral reefs, birds and flora.
Their main features are mocky in-
clines, sand cliffs and limestone
rocks.

The fifteen wild plant species on
the Dimandyyats grow in profusion
on the islands of Al Fharabah and
Al Jabal Al Fabir, and this males
them attractive habilatz for nest-
ing birds. The islands also support
many of the types of coml found

in this region, which protect the
shores, fortning natural barriers in
the shallow water: It is believed that
the abundanee of coral is due large-
ly to the unpolluted seabed beneath
the waters where it has esablished
itzelf.

Coral gmows genemlly on ex-
posed roeks, formung platform-like
structures several metres thick that
attract numerous kinds of fish Oth-
er eoral reefs further away from the
islands support large shoals of fish



and are among the Batinah eoast's
main fishing grounds

The islands are wisited by two
kinds of turtles — the preen turtle
{Chelomma mydas), which oecurs in
small numbers, and the hawksbill
(Ervctmochelys tmbneate), of which
there are between 250 and 300.
These endangered turtles lay thewr
eggs on the Daymamyyats’ beaches.
Hawkshills (Erctmochelys imbnicatel
live in seas over rock or coral sub-
strates. The islands offer this highly

endangered species a haven that iz
safe from predators.

EHAWRS (LAGOONS) AND
MANGROVES - CONSERVING
THE MARINE ENVIREONMENT
The kumuns (lagoons) are found
in marine areas close to the moun-
tains and prowvide a suitable habitat
for mangmwve trees to thniwve. The
government has planted thousands
of mangmove seedlings 1in Fhawr
Wudiyan in the wrlayal of Shinas



Planting mangrove (Avicemiia
marinn ) secdlings in Khawr
Widiyan, Shinas. Mangroves
provide protection frow erasion and
wind, aud prevent saltwater from
surging inland.

with the amm of conserving the ma-

rine environment. As well as be-
ing extremely attractive to look at,
mangoves play an important part
in maintaining a balanced ecosys-
tem.

Mangrowves are useful to both
the marine and terrestrial environ-
ments. They protect the shores and
provide a refuge for large numbers
of fish and other sea creatures, in-
cluding turtles and several speeies
of birds.

FROM SEA SHANTIES TO
KHANJARS (DAGGERS) AND
CLOTH WEAVING -FOLKLORE
ANDTRADITIONAL CRAFTS
The wide mnge of traditional
erafts and oceupations in the Batinah
region reflerts the richness of the loeal
culture and the soeial cohesion of the
commmunity While fishing, farming,
textile weaving and palm-leaf wiek-
erwork are the most common oeow-
pations, some wiloyats are renowned
for certain specific handierafts and







The wide rauge of traditional

crafts reflects the richuess of the
Tecal cnlture. Yonng people are
cuconraged to learn both from those
with years of experience and ner
tecnignes at specinlist trafuing
cemtres.

trades. Bee-keeping 15 a popular pur
suitin the wiloyat of Ar Fustagin wiew
of its wadis and mountainous termain,
wihale Saharn 15 famous forits hoygars
idapgers) and silverware. As Suwayq
iz a major textile-weaving centre and
the Public Authority for Craft Indus-
tries has opened a textile and hand-
woven carpet traiming and produe-
tion centre there. In other unlayats ot
15 comunon to find other handierafts,
sueh as mpe-making and the manu-
facture of spare parts for devices such

as the zmira (@ tradibional dewiee for
drawing water from wells), or da'aon-
making (da‘oon: pl. of dom = palm leaf
thateh), leather tanning ete.

Traditional songs and dances of
the Batinah include ar razha, al ‘aaz,
al taghrood, al wammah, al Ilmpva, al
maalid, al mikwareh and al tang as
well fishermen's and sailors’
shanties. The region's songs and
dances are related to occupations
such as farming, craft industries
and other traditional pursuits,

SEa



SUWAYQ PRODUCTION CENTREFORTEXTILES
AND HANDMADE CARFETS

The establishment by the Publie Authority for Craft
Industries (PACI) of a training centre and produetion
umit for hand woven textiles and carpets in the wnlayat
of Suwayqg demonstrates its ongoing commitment to
advaneing Oman's traditional crafts, and the Centre
iz a monument to the depth of this commitment Cne
of its prineiple puiding objectives was to establish a
ruche for iteelf as a specialist production and traimng
umit, focused on-the skills involved in ereating

wl ﬁ|'1 M}”u \I

superb handmade carpets, rups and wall hangings.
The Centre has made pioneering strides in the
industry, as the first carpet produetion umit in the
Sultanate to adoptmodern techmiques and production
tools anmed at bnnging this traditional industry inio
the modern age, at upprading aspeects of quality and
using high technology to enhance performance

The Centre is housed inan 825 sq mbloek comprising
adodnistrative offices, a permmanent exhibition of eraft
produrcts and a marketing outlet, in addition to two
training halls, for lectures and practical classes, and
additonal facilities.



THE Dmmpiﬂ and final component is the sadr, or the top of the seab-
The khargars whéhls mmostly made of pure bard, which %= decorated with omamental
] —y engralings. The qutan'ah (seabbard)
itz alf iz the mpst attraetive part.
There are several types of Mumjar,
ineluding — among others - the
Saidi, the Mizwami, the Sun
and the Batini. The difference
15 in the size, shape and type
of material used in the manu-
faeture or plating.
Every wrlmyat in the Sultanate
has at least one khmger-malker,
though the main Muwar-making
centres are Saham, Al Khabu-
rah, Sur, Mizwa and Sala-
lah.
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handle is the most
costly part of
the khamjar
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THE DAKHILIYYAH REGION

If Muscat is the place wlhere sea and dry land engage in an endless
dinlogue, the Dakhitiyyale region may be described as combining tle
greanmess and fecidity of nature with towns and cities wiiose roots

extend deep into the past.

It botlt cases the same rule about widerstanding this cormtry
applies. That is to say, it is impossible to grasp tie essence of
Ouan’s history woiless you consider its geography.

The Dhaldliyyah region offers
delightful vicws of flowing wadis,
palm groves and desert trees
agaiust a backdrop of majestic,
Kigh monntnins with their peaks
wrapped in clond.

However you may have armived
in the Dakhiliyyah — whether you
hawve come from Museat in the north,
the Wusta region in the south, the
Shargiyyah region in the east or the
Dhahirah and Batinah in the west -
as you fravel through the region you
cannot help feeling a deep sense of
joy and contentment Here you will
find beauty in its most sublime form
- towenng mountains, deep wadis
and ravines, aflay (tradibonal wriga-
tion channels), date growves, fields of
corn, pomegranates, ghaf (Prosopis
cineraria) trees and harmel (peganum
harmala), ‘tshing (Cassia italiea) and
matak bushes. As you enter any one
of the Dakhiliyyah's eight urloyats
— Mizwa, Samayl, Bahla, Al Hamma,
Manah, Adam, Izki and Bidbid - the
first thungs that preet you are lush
gardens, farms and omhards.

Az well as being one of the Sul-
tanate’s agricultural regions, the Da-
khiliyyah has an important place in
Cman's history Nizwa — its capital
— 15 a mustses destnation for any
visitor. Situated some 164 Kilometres
from the Gowernorate of Muscat, 1t
was the capital of Coman in the eardy

days of lam and was renowned for
its seholarship and the genemtions of
scholars, junsts and historians who
were bom and lived there That is
why it has been called "the epp of
Elam”. Itz massive old fort, which
stands to this day, is one of a number
of historie eitadels, towers, mosques
and tourist sites in the walayat.

Samail iz also famous for s ju-
rists and scholars, as well as for its
wadis, green oases and date palms
It has adopted the fardh date palm as
its emblem.

Adam iz the Dakhiliyyah region's
southern gateway and lies on the old
desert caravan routes. It has mumer
ous archaeologieal sites. The unloyat
of Bahla - one of Oman's oldest dis-
tricts — has a fine citadel and a Tis-
tonie eity wall Jabrin's famous castle
lies woithin Bahla's boundaries

The wileyaf of Izka iz guarded
on its western side by the slopes of
the Jabal Al Akhdar and ifs fort was
built during the reign of Sultan Said
bin Sultan al Busaidi Bidbid's mpst
striking features are its flyowvers and
it has adopted them as its emblem

The uwrloyat of Manah has been
chosen by Liverpool University in
the Umndted Fingdom as a umique
exarmnple of Omand archateeturs com-
prising all the features of a tradition-
al Omani town ineluding old houses,
mosques, wells, water springs and
outer walls

The wilayat of Al Hamm offers a
wealth of stunning attractions such
a3 Jabal Shams, the mountain village
of Misfah, Al Hutah Cawe, Hasatbin













In the past Omanis were ren owened
for being able te adapt to their
enviroument; this is sl the case
today and it is frust as trie of
edncation and health.

Salt, Bait Safah and Bait As Shanah,
as well as wells, afluy and orchards
Many wisitors are so enthralled by
Al Harnea that they are reluctant to
dra g themselwves away from its ma g-
cal beauty

THE DAKHILIYYAH REGION
AND DEVELOPMENT

In the Dakhiliyyah region the tra-
ditional and the modern exist side
by side. In the past Omanis were
renowned for being able to adapt
to their environrmment; thas i still the
case today and it 15 just as true of ed-
ueation, health, mad-bulding, elee-
tricity and water serwices, environ-
mental conservation and other areas
of econornie, soedal and eultural de-
velopment as it 15 of more traditional
activities and pursuits.

EDUCATION: THE CORNER-
STONE

Education i the Dakhuliyyah re-
gion addresses the students’ needs
in the lanpua ge of the computerapge.

There are 132 boys" and girls'
schools in the region — 106 Basie
Education and 33 general education
schools — with a total of 76,719 stu-
dents.

Great importance 15 also attached
to the post-General Diploma of Edu-
cation stage and a range of options are
available ineluding the College of Ap-
plied Seiences, the College of Technol-
opy and the Mizwa Nursing Institute
MNizwa Umndwersity — a non-gowvein-
ment inshitution — 15 now up and mun-
rung and offers a range of diseiplines

to qualify young Omanis for the job
marketafter they graduate.

The Higher Institute of Jurispru-
dence i MNizwa is now in operation
and trains Shara and non-Shara
judges i court practice and proce-
dures. It has four main leeture halls,
each capable of accommopdating for-
ty students, as well as a conference
hall with a four hundred seat capae-
ity: a computer laboratory that can
accommmodate up to fifty students at
one time, a researnch moom, a reading



mom, a library and administratove
offices

HEAITH SERVICES

In the past the only medicine was
herbal remedies and some wnlay-
ats of the Dakhiliyyah repgion were
renowned for them. A sick person
would go to someone with expertise
in loeal remedies or — on rare oeea-
sions —make the gruelling joumey to
Muscat to obtain preseription drags.

Today the situation i very dif-

ferent Before the patient has time o
seek out health serviees for himeelf,
he will find that they hawve already
amwved on his doorstep

There are six hospitals in the Da-
Ehaliyyah region - in Mizwa, Samaail,
Bahla, Adam, Izki and Al Jabal Al
Akhdar — waith a total of 547 beds.
Mizwa Hospital - the referral hos-
pital for the repion — has 325 beds.
There are alzo sixteen health centres
and four polyelinies in various welay-
ats across the region.









There are 6 kospitals in the
Dakhitiyyak region with a total
of 547 beds. There are also health
centres and polyclinics,
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SPOERTS

Sports and youth cormnplexes and
other facilities form a majpor part of
the government's development pro-
grammurie. Mizwa Cub, one of the old-
est clubs in the Dakluliyyah region,
has been extensively modermised,
particularly since its merger with Bir-
kat Al Mawz under the name MNizwa
Club. = latest acquisition is an in-
dpor sports hall weith all faeilities.

The new RO 700,000 Al Basha'ir
Tub buillding opened in December

l

2006 following a merger between
the Manah and Adam Clubs. With
their games pitehes, indoor facilities
and other amenities, the Al Hamm,
EBahla, Samayl and Famja TClubs are
also making serious contnbutions to
the development of youth and sports
activities in the region.

The Nizwa Sport Complex,
whith opened on 18% MNowvember
1994 asz part of the Sultanate’s 24%
MNational Day eelebrations, is the Da-
khiliyyah region’s main youth faeil-










ity Ithas a Foyal Box, a VIP stand. a
grass football piteh with terraces for
15000 spectators, an athleties track
and numerous other amemnties. Sev-
eral local and Gulf sports champion-
ships and matehes hawve been played
here. It also has training facilities for
a variety of sports ineluding athlet-
ies, oyeling and basketball, which
operate most of the year mund and
offer opportunities for youngsters of
all age groups to develop their skalls
and talents.

ROADS

Twenty-first century life would
be impossible in the Dakhiliyyah
without a network of modern mads
to link its wrlayats, towens and willag-
es. Today, thanks to its road system,
a visitor can travel around the region
with the greatest of ease and sawvour
its attrachons and beautiful moun-
tain seenery.

Modern mads have helped es-
tablish close soeial and commmereial
links between uwaloyats and regions
that were once seemed impossibly
far-flung and remote.

Foads hawve been a elear prionity
sinre the bepinning of the Sultan-
ate's Renaissance and ina region like
the Dakhiliyyah, which iz the heart
of Oman, they hawve broken down
bamiers and shortened distances.

Az well as the Jabal Al Akhdar
road, which reaches night to the top
of the mountain, there iz a fAve-kil-
ometre-long mad to the mountain
village of Misfah in the urloyat of Al
Hamwa. The Jabal Shams moad links
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The Nizwa stadivmn and sports
complex now hins an indoor sperts
heall swith all facifitics.






the wrleyat of Al Hamra with the
highest peak in the Sultanate. Work
has also been carmied out on restor-
ing the old tracks which mountain
people have used since time imme-
morial.

The Mizwa-Jabrn dual ecarriage-
way (32 Kilometres) — one of the Da-
Ehiliyyah's major modern moads - is
an extension of the Al Rusayl-Nizwa
dual carriageway. Another dual car
rageway, currently under construe-
tion, will link the Dakhaliyyah region
wiith the wnlayat of bri in the Dhalu-
rah region.

Work has been completed on a
large section of the mountain mad
linking the Dakhiliyyah and Batinah
regions thiough the uslaymz of Al
Hama and Ar Rustaq.

All these modern facilibes — as
wrell as countless others — are elear
evidence of the vitality of the Dakluli-
yyah region and its determination to
be part of the modermn world, while at
the same fime remaining true to its id-
lustrious past

MAN-MADE FEATURES OF
THE DAKHILIYYAH REGION

The Dakhiliyyah region iz the Sul-
tanate’'s strategie hunterland and the
emssroads linking the country's dif-
ferent regons with each other De-
spite the individual differences be-
tween them, each of its eight unlaoyats
shares two common features.

Firstly, they are all important
farming and pastoral areas and —
because of the woodlands, terraced
plots and omhards seattered ower

Modern roads have kelped establish
close social and commercinl finks
Fetween wilayats and regious that
once scemed twip ossibly farfivmg
and rem ote.






theirmountaing and wadis, and their
aflary (irripation channels), springs
and other abundant water sources -
thesr predorminant eolowr is green.
For example, the Jabal Al Akhdar,
the summut of which is ten thousand
feet abowve sea level, has fruiting trees
growing on terraces which are mar-
vels of enpineering and were ereated
hundreds of years apo. There you
can delight in the fragrant blozsoms
af itz moses and revel in the verdure
of its pomegmanate, walnut, peach
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and apricot trees and the other fruits
thateannotbe found elzewhere in the
area. Thebest month to visit the fabal
Al Akhdar iz Oetober; when you will
find the rarest of trees that only grow
in cold countries. The povernment
has built protective walls to buttress
the terraces against wadi flows and a
number of experimental agricultuml
projects have been launched.
Secondly, the Dakhiliyyah i3 a
region of histone forts and castles.
Wherever you go, you will ind them

-q_

(Left) The fabal Al Akhdar road
wihich suakes its way to the vilinges
at the top of tis mevortain, aud on
the right the Al Rusayl-Nizea dual
carriageway passing Fanja and

Bid bid.




The Jabal Al Akhdar is famowus for
its terraces of reses, friot trees and
vegetalbles.

in countless towns and willages. His-
tore mosques are also a feature of
every town and village in the region.

SPRINGS AND AFLAA]

Aflagy - the natural arteries of the
Dakhiliyyah - water the region's
trees and plants and are the source
of its lush farms and omchards. The
word aflng is the plural of falg. (Fal-
Jjaam 15 an alternative plumal )

& faly 15 an wrripation channel
and — according to Ibn Mandhur
and al Asma'i — it means “to divide
somethung in half” It has also been
defined as a over, a rivulet or run-
rung water

The Dakhilyah repion’s many af
lagy are wvery old. A faly discovered
at Al Ghubra in Wadi Bahla during
archaeological exravations at Bisya
and Al Hamris believed to date from
the thard mill ennaum BC

The walayat of Mizwa has nearly
runety aflag and springs. The most
famous of these is Falaj Daris which
iz exeephionally wide and long and
has sweet, flowing water A park has
been ereated beside it with frees and
playground facilities for children.

Of the 194 aflamy 11 the wnlayat of
Samail, the best known iz Falaj As 5a-
madi. Bahla also has a large number
of afluy; the main ones are Al Meetha,
Al Mahdan, Al Basyam, Al Ghuwaif,
Al Ajrad, Al Tufail and Al Madn.

The best known aflag in Manah
are Al Fhatam, Al Faigain, Al Masmah,
As Sughrain, As Saleeb and Al Mahi-
yul. thowsgh Falaj Al Malki 1s believed
to ke the oldest in the wnlayat. Taces
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(Top ) [rouiper trees can still be seen
on the Jabal Al Alhdar, while the
Iioss oms in the frint orchards
attrict the tonrist,

(Below) In Aprl eacl year rose
petals are gathered to be nsed to
distil rose water.

(Overlenf) Pomegrauate flewwers and
frodt of the highest quality ripens iu

Scptember, reacking a ready market

both in Oman aud in neighbonring

¢ onmtries.




ALJABALAL AKHDAR

The journey up the Jabal al Akhdar gives the traveller
the chance to observe the mountain's geologieal
formations. And nowe that there 13 an asphalted mad,
it is easy to reach the summit and dnve through itz
attractive mountain villages.

At ten thousand feet above sea level, the Jabal al
Akhdar - in the wilayaf of Nizwa — is one of the
highest and most massive mountains in the Arabian
Pemunsula. It 13 most notable for its wide, seven
thousand foot high plateau which hasbeen populated
sinee hme immemonal.

The Jabal Al Akhdar differs from Oman's other
regions in several ways, and not only because of its
heipht In addition to it cool climate and regular
rainfall throughout the year, its scenery is umguely
stunning. It can be reached wia Bukat Al Mawz and
Wadi Al Mu'aidin, from where a tarmac mad with
street lighting leads nght up to the top.

The Jabal Al Akhdar's houses and terraced plots look

like a landseape paintng produced by the brush of
a fine artist. As you approach them, you notice the
exgquisite design and eonstruction skills used by the
loral population in ermfting their termees o conform
to the nature and topopgraphy of the land.

The traditional houses built of gypsum, sarmeg (@ type
of loeal cement) and stone reflect the local people's
ereative flair and their ability to tolerate the harsh
conditions of their envirmonment Like Omanis in
other parte of the country, the inhabitants of the Jabal
Al Akhdarare farmers.

Thehighestwllages —which inelude Saiq, Al Shuraiph,
Wadi Baru Habib, A1 Ain, Al Agr Al Manakhir, Salavwit
and Hail Al Yaman — are on the upper slopes of the
mounfain

Az well as almonds, walnuts and saffron, the Jabal
Al Akhdar produces a wide vanety of frut emops
ineluding apricots, peaches, fips, grapes, apples and
pears, while its pomepmnates are reganded as being
among the best in the world. A larpe number of
ancient juniper trees also grow on the mountain
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af its irripation ehannels can still be
seen in the willage of Al Faiqgfym

The wxlayaf of Adam is fed by
four gflug — Al Maalih, Al “Ayn,
Az Shaan’ and Al Fulaij — and two
springs — "Ayn Al Fakheem and the
sulphurous "Ayn Naama. It also has
a large number of artesian wells
which supply water to farmms owver
a hupe area so that they look like a
vast green carpet.

In the urlmyat of Iz the agmeul-
tural villages of Al Yaman and MNizar

are watered by Falaj Al Malki and a
nurber of artesian wells. The deep
‘Ayn Al Maghiyah spring i Izki's
Bam Hassan quarter only runs out of
water during ocecasional periods of
dmought. The beautiful spring of " Ayn
Sa'nah 15 popular with tourists.

The farms of the 53 villages in
the wilayat of Bidbid are watered by
aflamy, the best known of which are
Falajal Paha and Falaj Al Hammrmmarmi-
yaat Its miyn springs are "Ayn Al
‘Awhynah in MNaf'a, whach 15 one of
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(Previons page) Jabal Shams, looks
attrivetive in the snomw

Falaj Daris in Nizwa is the
Dakkaliyyaks most fowmons falay.

{Above) The falaj at Birkat Al
Maws which is one af 5 put on
the INESCO World Heritage List
in Jrly 2006, aud (below) Tannf's
pletiresque waterfall following
lcavy rafis.,



the area's tourist attractons. Samaail
iz renowned for its populated wadis,
as well as the green farming villages
which are strung out along its aflag
The Wad: Samayl basin, whach is fed
from the Jabal Al Akhdar 13 famed
for its twenty-six springs; naneteen
of these are cold water springs — the
best known iz “Ain Wird; of the other
seven, whirh are hot water springs,
the main one 15 "Ain Manabik

There are large numbers of sweet
water spnngs in the Dakhiliyyah
region. The fly and well counting
projeet identified a total of 169, inelud-
ing — among others - "Ain Misfat al
‘Abriyyin in the ualayaf of Al Hammm,
‘Ain Seefam in the wilayat of Bahla,
*Ain Wird in Samayl and “Ain Fanp
The water fiom most of them is pota-
ble. 5 proundwater recharge dams
hawve been constructed to boost the
groundwater stocks and an under
ground basin with an area of armound
twenty square Kilometres has been
diseavered in the south of the Dakhals-
yyah region The competent authon-
ties are currently evaluating the water
in the basin and examining ways of
exploiting it in order to provide sigmf-
wrant quanbtes of donking water 5o
far eleven exploratory wells havebeen
dnlled to identify the waterbeanng
strata and their hydmlogical proper-
ties and qualities,

This 15 a brief overview of the
Dakhiliyyah region’s vast water re-
soutees as represented by itz aflag
and springs. In addition to its year
round fly maintenance programme,
the government drills awaliary wells

and digs new tnbutaries to help in-
crease their flow

FORTS, CASTLES AND
MOSQUES

Aflay were ereated by Omanis to
provide water for agriculture and
development, while forts, castles
and towers were built to defend the
population and enable them to live
their lives in peace and secunty
Mozques were also an essenfial fea-
ture of a land that had embraced the



Faith during the early years af the
Islamuie mussion; among the exeellent
qualities of the Omani people 15 the
fact that they believed in the Messen-
ger of God (FBUH) before they actu-
ally saw hurn.

In Oman the mosque became
— and remains — a house of prayer
and worship; at the same time it has
produced a suecession of eninent Is-
lamnie seholars, junsts and histomans.

A traditional Omam town looked
like this. A mosque would be bualt

in the centre of it with the house of
the ruler, povernor or wali beside it
A citadel or defensive tower would
be nearby, then the loeal people's
houses and markets. The town was
usually encireled by a perimeter wall
which protected it from enemies.
The towns and willapes were
surtounded by orchards and trees,
so the solid built-up centre with its
mosgue, eitadel and fort was like the
hard kernel of a fruit, with the perim-
eter wall as itz skin and the greenery,

Date palm groves and frmt orchards
are watered via the region’s vast
water res onrces as supplied by its
daflanj and springs.



THE DAKHILIYYAH REGION WATER SUFPLY
SYSTEM

The project to supply the population of the Dakhiliyyah
with drinking water firom the Barka desalination
plant (opened in 2010) iz one of that repion’s main
development programmes.

The project, which cost over ROB9 mullion and has a
productive capacity of 25 million pallons of water a
day. 15 desipned to meet the prowing needs of the loeal
people in view of the steady inerease in construction,
econonue and trade activaty - as well as tourism - in the
Dakhiliyyah region.

The water is pumped through 288 FKilometres of
pipelines from the Barka plant to Bidbid, then from
there via the wrlayats of Samayl, Izki, Nizwa, Manah
and Bahla to the utlayat of Al Hamrma.

The system has three booster pumping stations, three
stations that have been revamped to support the
project, maineteen tanker filling stations and swdeen
reservoirs with eapacities of between 1,500 and 10,000
eubie metres. A second projeet to supply the wdlaynt of
Adam ineludes a 60-Filometre-long pipeline linked to
the main Barka supply system, as well as a reservoir
with a capacity of 3,500 cubic metres, a pressure relief
reservoir with a 1,500 cubie metre capacity and two
tanker filling stations for water supplies to residents of
the willages and rural areas near the pipeline’s route.
Work has also bepun on a pmjeet to supply water to
the nryabat of Al Jabal Al Akhdar; this comprizes booster
pumping stations, water supply reservoirs, pressure
relief reservoirs, pipeline networks, control and remote
monitonng systems, an administrative buillding and a
labomatoey for analysing water samples.







Niza Fort, laowen as Al Shakba,
bodlt in the reigu of Inmam AT

Salt bin Malik and ¢ ompleted iu
1668 AD was the residence and
headquarters of the wali. Today
it has been filled with traditi onal
ftems —a ‘wnst see’ destinntion for
the visitor.

aflag and springs as its flesh Ths iz
still the normal configuration of Om-
ami towns and villages today.

In the Dakhiliyyah region the forts,
towwers and castles — and the ancient
residential quarters and mosdques - are
the wisible witnesses of its lustory

Mizwa Fort, known as Al Shah-
ba', built in the reign of Imam Al Salt
bin Malik and completed in 1668 AD,
was the residence and headquarters
of the wali. It is 24 metres high, with
an outer diameter of 43 metres and
aninner diameter of 36 metres. Ithas
sevenwells and several turrets. With
itz distinetive round shape and huge
size it iz quite different from other
Omant forts and castles, which are
built as traditional defensive strue-
tures. Today it has been furnished
with traditional items such as large
mirrors and glazed earthenware
potz, and the shelves of its publie
rooms are filled with books.

The walayat of MNizwa has numer-
ous mosques, The main one is the
Sultan Caboos Mosque in the heart
of the ecommerial soug Many of
the older mosques are famous for
their ornate stucco mthrals (prayer
ruches). The oldest — 5a‘'aal Mosque
in the 5a'aal distriet - has a stunning
miliral with ornamentation dating
from 650 AH/1252 AD and Fufie
inseriptions. Al Janaah Mosque is
another ancient mosque. The pov-
ernment 15 restoring these mosques
because they are important reli-
gious buildings. Al Shawaadhinah
Mosque, in the ancient Al Agr quar
ter just to the south of Nizwa Fort,







The Sultan Qaleoss Mosqne with
its bemactiful d ome stands in frout
of the cirendar tewer of Nizwa Fort,
and below the traditional songs of
Nizen.

15 also among the oldest mosques in
the urlayat, with some reports elaim-
ing that its foundations date from
the early Islamic period - ie. from
the time that Oman embraced Islam.
Its miltrab ornamentation dates from
936 AH/1529 AD. Other mosques
neatby inelude the Al Mazarm'ah
Mosque, Al Sharah Maosque, which
has a fine stuceo mhmab, and Al Ain
Mosque, which is believed to have
beenbultby Imam Al Mahanna bin
Jazfar
Az we have already stated, these
mosques produced scholars in qu-
risprudence, Hadith (Traditions of
the Prophet), literature and history,
The urlayat of Nizwa is famous for
ite private libraries, which contain
thousands of Omand and Arb man-
usenipts on a wide range of subjects.

The most distinetive features of
the walmyat of Bahla are 1tz ma gruficent
citadel and hestorie wall, and the castle
of JTabrin, which combines the elegant
beauty of a palace with the majesty of
a preat fortress. It wasbuiltby Bal'amb
bin Sultan as his palace and asa centre
for the study of Llamie seiences, the
Arabie langua ge and other diseiplines.
Eahla Gitadel 15 the most mmporant
aneient structure in the waloyat and
wias the first Omari site to be added
to the Wordd Hentage List when
UNESCO approveditin 1988 asbeing
of world eultural significance. Work
has been ongoing on the restoration of
the eitadel and the neighbounng Fri-
day mpsque since 1002

There are a large number of
mosques in the wilayat of Bahla.
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{Above) A glazed poticry pilgrim
fnsk dated 2ud -1st centrry BC was
formd by a member of the public in
Jimah, wew Bakia.

(Top) The Al Midhaar M osque iu
Samatl, new renovated, bt believed
to be the oldest in the ¢ orvtry, aud
(right) the new Suftan Qabooes
Mosqgue in Balin.

The main one — the Sultan Qaboos
Mosque, built at His Majesty the Sul-
tan's expense — has two fine domes
and two tall munarets. The oldest
mosques in Bahla inelude the Grand
Mosque with its beautiful stucea ma-
hrab, which has been restored under
the Bahla Gtadel restoration project

The Salut archaeological site at
Bisya 15 situated on the western side
of the valley at the junction of Wads
Bahla and Wadi Sayfam. .

The urlayat of Samail has around
fitteen forts, castles and towers. The
main one 15 Samail Fort, whach

stands on a hall 1n the town cen-
tre, and its tower, which is called
Bun Al Dawa There are also sev-
eral historie mosques, the most
famous of which - Al Midh-
mar - was the first mosque
to be bult in Oman (in the
year 6 AH). Other mosques
include Al Aphban, whach
4 has a white mifirab, and Al Sa-
tmooj and Al Mazaam'ah, both of

whaeh hawve beautiful ornate mifirabs

The ruined ecastle of Fowghan
in the urlayaf of Al Hamwa i said
to date from the pre-Islamie perind.
Other historie buildings in the wrlz-
wat include Bast As Shamah and Bait
Az Safah, as well as the residental
quarters in Misfah, Dhat al Fhail,
Al Qaryah and Al Qala'ah, and the
Sheikh Abi Said al Fudnu Mosque in
Al'Aaridh.

Hizn Al Shumookh in Manah iz
one of the wrloyat's main landmarks
and is a fine example of Omari ar
chitecture at its best Other places
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(Previons page) The hands ome
Balila Fert and its old mesque
stand on an enorions sandstone
ontcrop dowinatiug a plain. The
fort and swall were noted on
UNESCO s World Heritage List as a
wm enron ent of global importance.

Jabrin castle fort stands in the
middle of a small oasis, its mass
rising alove a grove of palms aboud
20 Klowetres from Bahla. Bralt
towards the end of the 17th centrry,
it is one af the finest exmaples of
Omrant are hitectire.



THE SALUT SITE

The Salut archaeplogical site iz lovated in the wrlayat
of Bahla m the Al Dakhliyyah region. It comes under
the supervision of the Office of the Adviser to His
Majesty the Sulan for Cultural Affairs, works of
archaeological survey, exeavabtion and restoration
were conducted at the site by the Itahan Mission to
Omarn, University of Pisa, dunng the period 2004
2010. The excavations indieate that the area has been
settled since the early Bronze Ape, ie the early of the
third millentium BC In addition, two other phases
of constructon date back to between the second
half of the second millennium BEC and the nud-frst
millennium (First and Second Iron Ages) BC. A
later setlement has been linked to the Middle Ages
(Islamue Ema) and dated to the 122 century AD.

Explomation work has yielded a rieh ermop of
impartant artefacts, some of which are on display

at the Museum of the Frankincense Land in Salalah.
These items inelude two secoops. a bronze cauldmon
and bronze dagpger, as well as arrowheads and snake

reliefs fipuring on the outer surface of ceramic vases.
Among the most recent findings at the Salut site is
a seal, indicating the existence of an admimstrative
systemn dating toa greatage

The area surmunding the Bahla repion has a long
history; and one nehin archa eologieal remains. In the
Wadi Bahla valley near Bisya not far from the town of
Al Dhabi are five towers known to date to the Bronze
Age.

In Wad: Sayfam, where the Salut site is located, at
least four towers were erected ona flat plan, and not
on the customary rock base and; as is the case in Wadi
Bahla, there is a proliferation of beehive tombs at the
edge of the Salut plateau.




of interest inelude the nauns of the
Harmat Al Bilad quarter, where you
can see the remains of its old mud
houses and three tall mosques -
Al'Aal, Al'Ain and As Shamah -
which have stuceo mihmabs embel-
lished with Qur'amie wverses. The
five-storied tower of Bur Al Juss,
which stands at the quarter’s north-
ern pateway 15 one of the highest
towrers in the wnlayaf. Owver the years
the fifth storey has collapsed. It was
desenibed by the explorer R Well-

stead, who expressed amazement at
itz great height Outside Harat Al Bi-
lad 15 a perimeterwalland a restored
mosgue which 15 used for Fnday
prayers today and has a mihmabinlaid
with glazed eartheroware. Al Faigqain
Fort - a fine, tall building —is an im-
pressive feat of enpineenng

The urlayat of Adam also has nu-
merous features of historieal interest.
Itz mpsques inelude Al Muhallab bin
Abi Sufra, Ar Pahbah, Al Hawash-
mn, As Shaabinah and Ar Fawgha,

Srmail has arovmd fifteen forts,
castles and towers It the main one
ts Saail Fort which stands on a
Ll in the town ccutre.






Faigain lics near Maual, s onth of
Nizwa. Faigain Foert as massive
walls and a windtewer. Acress to
the fort was gained by climbing a
rope np to an opening in the wall.
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MOSQUES IN OMAN Midhmar Mosque in the wilayaf of Sumail in the
Mosgques have been built as houses of worship Dakhiliyyah region. Other mosques followed
ever since the people of Oman first voluntarily and today Oman has over 13,000 old and new
embraced Islam. The first of fhese was Al mosques.



while among its other buildings are
Adam Fort and the citadels of Falaj
Al'Min and Falaj Al Maalih. There
are around therty towers in the unla-
yit ineluding the Ar Fahbah and Al
Mupbimh Towers.

There are several old residential
quarters in Adam, including the
oval-shaped Harat Jaami' Albusaid,
the birthplace of the founder of the
Albuszaid state, Imam Ahmed bin
Said, whose house stands to this day.
Other old quarters include Harat

al "Ain and Harat Al Shiyaabinah,
which 17 said by histomans to have
been the erossroads of the old desert
trading caravans from before the
days of Islam.

The aneient sites in the wrlayat of
Izki indicate that its onigins lie far
back in the dim and distant past. It
has 142 towers and three citadels —
Cala’at Al "Awanur and two others
in the willage of Al Qaryatain. There
are also several histonie houses in-
cluding Al Mizar and Al ‘Yaman,
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Intricate worlanans kip is shown

in this milralb (prayer wicke) of the
Snuftan Qaboos M esque, and Hisu
Al Slooneokd in Mauak is one of
the wilayats main landmarks and a
fine example of Omant arclitec trore
af its Dest.

(Overlenf) Aerinl view of Izk which
lies at the furthest end of the Samail
Gap from Museat — today it is a
town of modern, ¢ olonrful honsecs
and shops. Fort Izld can be seen at
top Ieft, overlooldng Wadi Halfayu.



b I} r|l'--*"3.‘-_.' -

LA




a .‘_'*_T\f

_-r'l :
P Ry




Admw is 295 ks from Mrscat and
is the lnst green oasis before the
desert. If was in Adan that Inam
Almad Viu Said, formder of the AT
Brsaid dynasty was born.

as well as a large fort bult duning
the reipn of Sayyid Said bin Sultan;
sowme parts of it have collapsed due
to erosion and the passage of tme
The main tounst athracton mn the
wtlayat is Jarnan Cave —the subject of
numerous folk myths and legends.

The uilayat of Bidbid has a fort
— Qala’at Nagsi — and around forty
towrers, the best known of which are
Burj Bidbid, Burj Fanja and Burj Al
Mansheerah.

AL HUTAH CAVE - BLIND FISH

The wilgyat of Al Hamua's an-
cient man-made sites are nwvalled
by another major tourist attmetion
— Al Hutah Gave, which iz truly one
of nature’s treasures. Following the
completion of the Ministry of Tour
ism’'s Al Hutah project, wisitors can
now enter the four-Kilometre-long
cave system and view its subterrane-
an pools with their tansparent blind
fish, which never see the sun.

Al Hutah Cave is one of the Omani
povernment’s major tourist projects

FOLKLORE AND THE AKTS

The razhah danee, for which the
Dakhiliyyah region 15 famous, iz a
combination of sword duel and po-
etie dialopue. It onginal purpose
was to convey the public's demands
to the Iocal wali, or as a declaration
of warand a means of mustering the
warriors, as a declammtion of victory,
or as a means of mediating between
two disputing or warring parties so
that a truce could be arranged be-
tween them.
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Men on their way to or from the
wenie of the mzhah walk in a proces-
sion, singing as they go. This proces-
sion 15 called the hambal. In the ‘aaz a
poet or story-teller walks at the head
of a gmoup of people carrying lus
sword and his shield and reciting a
poem of pride or praise. As he recites,
he brandishes his sword causing the
blade to tremble. Before or after the
‘anzi, the ta'yutah 1= performed, this
iz a folkorie tradition that 15 parbew

lady prevalent in the wrlayats of Al




Hama and Bahla. The tangis a form
af Bedouwin singing i whaeh the sing-
ers — usually two — are mounted on
camel back or sit on the ground.

The taghrud iz the singing of cam-
el or horse nders which praises the
andmals with poetry that enumerates
their pood traits

Thildren in the Sultanate’s re-
gions celebrate Canmageshooh on the

eve of the middle of FEamadhan, call-

ing at people’s houses and sir
a traditional song to mark the oeea-

sior. Beeause of the region’s mocky
mountanous terramn, in some parts
of the Dakhiliyyah the children sing
the Qarmgesheoh song, but hithng
two stones together as a percussion
accompararmnent rather thana tin can
or 2 drum. They ecall this Tmeq Tmeg
because of the sound it makes. If the
people in the houses respond by giv-
ing the children sweets, they praise
them If they pive them nothing, the
children sing an uncomplimentary
song about them.

The Al Hutal Cave, a 4 lalometre-
Tong cave system. Visitors can view
its subterranean pools with their
trausparcut bifnd fish wlhich never
sece the s,




The al razhak, a popular traditi ounl
mresic form in the D hakhiliyyak
region, and at (top right) the khetha
ftree trausplanting cerem ony) is
perfornred by the ladies nnder a fudl
10 S,

*

The tahlulah iz held during the
first ten days of the month of Dhu'l
Hijjah to celebrate the approach of
Eid Al Adha. A man walks along re-
eiting couplets from an Elamue poem
in a loud, clear voiwce — one poem
per day — followed by the boys of
the local Holy Qur'an sehool, who
chant * Allafru akbar wa b'lahi T hamed”
("God iz Most Great, and may praize
be to God") or " Sublaon Allah. Laa 1l-
amha iz llah” (Glory be to God. There
are no gods but God") at the end of
each couplet

Among the harvest sonpgs 15 one
called “Al tasyif wa'l duwasah” (1e.
words of gratitude to God for His
generosity), which is sunpg when
the wheat and barley are harvest-
ed. The song iz ledbya man witha
good voice and his words are then
repeated in chorus by all the peo-
ple who have come to helpbringin
the harvest; the men of the wllage
traditionally used to get together
to help the wheat or barley farm-
ers when their crop was ready. The
words of the song are sung to a fast
beat

Some songe are sung specifically
by women. The waybyah 15 a tradi-
tional type of song sung in the wilmat
of Manah which women sing with-
out drums, marking the thython with
the movement by shaking an "uwud
(silver bracelet) on one arm while
holding the shoulder of the woman
riext to her with the hand of the other
arm. The women gather in groups of
varying number and mowve together
as one to the thythm of the songs and
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the shaking of the bracelets, bending
their bodies back and forth When
the leader shakes her bracelet, the
groups move around o exchange
places, stepping to the thython of the
singing. They form peometrie lines
as they change posibons, turmng in
synehromnised mowvement,

When a boy has finished learning
the Holy Quiran a tmmmesuah iz held
in has honour The pupils of the local
Quran school gather togetherina pa-
rade, led by their teacher, who recites
wverses from Islamie poetry to them
whach confains adwviee and wisdom o
help puide them through life.

All these songs and dances are
popular in the farming and pastoral
commuinities of the towns and willag-
es of the Dakhiliyyah region. The situ-
ation in the other regions 15 similar

CRAFTS AND TRADES

Similar environments and life-
styles mean simular erafts and
trades, since people can only learn
these skills from their day-to-day
environnent and by inheriting
them from the generations that
went before them Thus we find
that people from the wilayat of
Nizwa are tradibonally inwvolwed in
processing dates and making red
sugar, Omani halwa, woven tex-
tiles, leather, rose water and pgold
and silver jewellery There are also
numerous erafis and traditional in-
dustries in the wilayat of Samayl
particularly weawing spinning
and stock-breeding There they
also make leather poods, palm leaf

produets, pold and silver jewellery
and Omars halwa.

The wnlayat of Bahla specialises in
the manufacture of swords, Hamars
(daggers), blades, kohl potz and
peneils, chains, copperware, wicker
wiork, woollen products, Cmani
halwa and starch

Pottery has a long tradition in
Oman and pots are still made in Bah-
la. Adam iz similar to the other wnlay-
ats, where the local erafts include
gold and silver smithing, wicker



work, weaving and Omand halwa. It
iz also famnus for its blacksmiths. In
Al Hamm the main oceupations are
agriculture and stock-rearing, as well
as red supar mose water and stamh
extraction and the manufacture of
gold and silver jewellery, hand-wo-
wven textiles and halwa.

Traditional oceupations in the
wnlayat of Manah inelude a griculture,
blacksmithing and the manufacture
of gold jewellery and pottery, as well
as trade, spinning and weaving,
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Izki iz renowned for fnning,
spinning, pottery and weaving, in-
cluding the old local tradition of
weaving palm leaf mats; other popu-
lar oeccupations inelude carpentry,
agnculture and building construe-
tion.
The region's traditional handi-
erafts exploit every element of the
local enronment and depend on  Traditieual handicrafts are to be
skills which hawve been passed down  foimd everywlere ou Jabal Shawms,
from father to son, and from mother  the Sultauate s highest peak at
to daughter, since time tmmemoral. 10,000 feet.
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The wyorug peopie of
today are learning the
traditi onnl kandicrafts of
their forefathers.



DATES

Dates have been a sowrce of food since ancient times and the date paln
has long provided the means for satisfying several of man's other needs
too. To this day the date harvest is eagerly awaited every summer, when
it finds its way into the local, and not so local, m akets. During his Royal
Towr His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said issued ovders at the Royal Camp
at Seeh al Masarrat im the wilayat of Ibri for a million date palms to be
planted over the next five years.

Date cultivation is the Sultanate’s main apricultural activity and date groves
cover some 57 per cent of Oman's cultivated area. Across the country there
are over 200 different strains of dates, many of which are of world-class
quality: Larpe quantities of dates are consumed while they are at the first
two stages - sy (first stage of ripening when the date 15 stll frm) and ratab
(second stape of npening when half the date is firmn and the other half 15 soft
and brown), while the remaining crop 15 eaten at the tonar stage —i.e. when
the whole date is soft and brown, The average Omani consumes armound 60
Kilos of dates a year

The Sultanate exports around 5,000 tonnes of mabsal, fardh, Hasaab, madlook
and qush habash dates a year The Batinah is the main date produeing area
in terms of area, number of date palms and volume produced, followed
by the Shargiyyah (second in area and number of date palms and thind in
volume produeed). The Dakhiliyyah is third in terms of the number of date
palms and fourth in area, followed by the Dhahirah, then the Governomte of
Musscat, then, lastly; the Governormate of Dhofar

Amound thirty of the different strains of dates may be classed as being
of commercial quality or execellent They inelude momm al sallz, which 15
particularly common in the Batinah, qsh habash and shall (Governorate
of Musandam), malsall (Shargiyyah), fordh and maghaal (Dakhiliyyah and
Dhahirah), and naghaal, qudmi and khamn (Governorate of Museat). The
top quality dates, whieh are found in varying quantifies 1n all the regions,
inelude Mialas al Dhahitah and dhales Oman. After them in quality comne zabad,
nmarogal, bar, Khonarzi, Masaek and Julal. Fardh ean also be elassed as
beinga pood cormmercial date because it keeps its quality when stored.
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THE SHARQIYYAH

REGION

AL SALEEL NATURAL PARK

Thee Sharqiyyal region’s eleven wilayats lie spread out betwween

thee sen, the moroitains and the desert in the nortl -enst of the
Sultanate of Oman . The natural beanty and harmony of their plains,
morgitains, wadis and consts is enlianced by their more modern
features — their schools, hospitals, ronds and street lighting. Historic
brildings lave been restored to preserve the region’s leritnge and
steps ave been taken to conserve its natural resonrces. Here it is
Nature that draws tle picture, wiile man adds the colowrs.

(Top) The beanty of the Shargiyyak/
Eastern Sands and (below) Wadi
Baui Khalid which always has
copions quantities of wafer, cven
when rainfall is scarce.

The Shargiyyah is a repion of
desert expanses,
beaches, mountains, eawves, golden
sands and fertile wadrs. The blue
sea embraces the desertin the sun's

pristine  silver

daneing rays and the cooling mon-
soon breeze —a unique combination
of delights that can be found no-
where else but here.

In the Shangiyyah the beauty of
nature expresses itself in numer-
ous different ways. Life, too, is full
of variety. Two major projects — the
Liquefied MNatural Gas plant and the
Urea and Ammonium Fertilizer fae-
tory - are loeated in this region in the
wilayat of Sur, which owes its ong-
nal prospenty from earlier times to
its shipbuilding industry and other
traditional erafts

ALLROADS LEADTO THE
SHARQIYYAH

All roads lead to the Shargiyyah
region. It overlooks the Arabian Sea







tothe eastand it boundaries include
part of the Eastern Hapr mountain
range while the Shargiyyah Sands
lie to the south and the Dakhiliyah
region to the west. Itz eleven urlaoy-
ats are: Sur, Ibra, Bidiyyah, al Qabil,
al Mudaybi, Dama Wa At Tayyin,
Al Famil Wa Al Waf, Jaalan Bam
Bu Al Jaalan Baru Bu Hasan, Wadi
Bami Khalid and Masimh.

These unlayats offer a range of
major tourist attractions including
stunmng sand dunes and beaches,
traditional Omani aschitecture and
fine modern buildings.

WHERE SHOULD WE STAET?

Where should we start? With the
charms of nature or modern dewel-
opment? With forts and ecastles or
schools and hospials? With Sur's
hartbour, the songs of its fishermen
and sailors and its old plastered
howuses, or the mpodern buildings
and dewvelopment that can be seen
everywhere? Here modernity and
hastory live side by side.

MODEEN DEVELOPMENT:
SCHOOLS AND UNIVERSITIES
Welfare, sernces and dewvelop-
ment hawe reached the farthest cor-
ners of the Shargiyyah repgion. Ae-
cording to the 2008-2000 figures, it
has 170 sehools with 86,208 students
(boys and grds), mneluding 29 pn-
vate sehools with 4,934 students.
There are also a number of high-
er educational institubions in the

region. From the government side,
these include the College of Applied
Seiences in the wilayat of Surn the
College of Technology in the wrlayat
of Ibra and the Sur and Ibra MNurs-
ing Institutes, all of which aceept
graduates from the general educa-
tion system and supply the labour
market with qualified manpower.
The first private sector higher
eduration mstitubon tobe set upin
the region was Sur University Col-
lege. Opening in 2001 with a choice
of six eourse options, it awards di-
plomas and Bachelor's degrees.
The Shargyyah Urniversity, which
opened in 2010, offers courses ina
range of fields ineluding specialist
professional disciplines.

HEALTH CARE

The health sector provides high
quality basic health eare services in
all the Shargiyyah's ualayats. The re-
gion has ten hospitals — in Sur, bra,
Jaalan Bami Bu Hassan, Jaalan Baru
Bu Ali, Sinawe, Masirah, Wadi Dama
Wa At Taiyyin, Wadi Baru Khalid, Sa-
mad Ash Shan and Bidiyyah. There
are two health regions — North Shar-
giyyah and South Shargiyyah. bra
Hospital, with 191 beds, is the re-
ferral hospital for the North Shangi-
yyah, which also has thirteen health
centres mneluding s with maternity
beds, as well as the bra Polyelinie.

Witha 234bed capacity, Sur Hos-
pital is the referral hospital for the
South Sharqyyah, which also has




two polyelindes - in Sur and Jaa-

lan Bami Bu Al — as well as fifteen
health centres, ineluding ten wath
maternity beds. The hospitals of the
Morth and South Shargiyyah have
a combined total of 787 beds. There
are also a number of private clinies,
polyelinies and health eentres.

HOUSING PROJECTS
Where housing 15 concerned,
the government's aim 15 to ensure

that eomfortable, healthy housing
iz available for the public in every
part of the country. There are hous-
ing projects in all the Shangyyah's
unlayats which help provide stabil-
ity for the local inhabitants and rein-
foree their ties with their home wil-
lages, while developing their com-
munities

The housing situation in rmuch
of the Shanpyyah has been com-
pletely transformed. Although they

This region has an extensive road
uctivork — enswring the movemcnt
afpeople and goods betiveen the
towns and villages. Here the road
te Wadi Dama Wa At Taiyyin.



{Top) Medern Sur, and (belosw) a
socinl hovsing project and artistry
on the road from Ras Al Hadd to
Snr.

are builtin a style that is in hammony
wiith the Omani architectural tradi-
tion, today's residential areas enjoy
all bazic modern amenities inelad-
ing moads, eleetrieity and water
services and a safe, healthy environ-
ment.

AN EXTENSIVE ROAD
NETWORK

The Shargqiyyah region's mod-
ern road system ensures the smooth

T =Nk (LT —

movement of people and poods be-
tween the towns and villages, whale
helping to boost tourism and the lo-
cal economy

The 00-Filometre-long Qunyyat-
Sur road i5 a major government
project which plays a wital role
in promoting development and
connecting people. It has five large
bridges — in Wadi Daygah, Wads
Al Adbayyin, Wadi Ash Shab, Tivin
and Wadi Halam - as well as a



bridge in the Qalhat distriet whach is
one af the highest in the country. In
addition to an overhead intersection

at the point where it begins, the
mad also has thirteen underpasses
to prowvide wehieles with aceess to
the surmounding areas.

While offering an alternative to
the Muscat-Bidbid-S5ur moute, the
new Chiriyyat-5ur moad 15 also a ma-
jor national enterprise whose im-
portance extends beyond the Gowv-

ernorate of Muscat and the Shar-
giyyah region. A ranpge of services
and associated benefits are destined
to benefit the areas along its mute,
and several economue — particularly
tourist —projects willbe setupalong
the coastal strip that runs beside it
Wotk 15 currently in progress on
converting the 260-Filometre-long
Bidbid-5ur mad into a dual ecar
nageway, this road serves most of
the Shangiyyah region’s wrlayats.
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Depicted here is the 90 Jau Tong
Quryyat-Sur read with its five large
bridges and thirtcen ymd crpasses
which provide veliicles with nccess
to the swrrowndiug areas, as well

as a1 bridge in the Qalkat district
which is one of the bighest in the

¢ ormitryy.
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(Top) An architect’s concept
drawing of the Ras Al Hadd airport
which will have the capacity to
bandie 500,000 passengers, and
(betow) the Khawr Al Batak bridge
from Sur to Al Aijak.

In the Sharquyyah you will find
roads that cut through the rugged
mountains, while others hug the
shores or link the towns and wil-
lages. The Al Ashkharah-Shannah
road runs along some of the mpst
beaufiful stretrhes of coast, while
the new Sea Road in the wiloyat of
Sur runs over the Fhawr Al Ba-
tah Bridge — the first suspension
bridge of it kind in the Sultanate.
Poads in the towns and willages
hawve been surfaced, street lighting
has been installed, and new sou-
gs and public gardens hawve been
opened.

The population of the Shargi-
yyvah's uzlayats have made sipnifi-
cant eomtributions on their own
initiative to the govermment's de-
welopment efforts in a number of
wital sectors.

Aviation is a povernment prior-
ity and airports are due tobe builtin
several of the eountry’'s regions The
Sharqiyyah region’s Fas Al Hadd
Ajarport, which is ecurrently under
construetion, will have a termuinal
building capable of handling up to
500,000 passengers a year dunng its
first phase, as well as a runway, taxi-
ways, parking bays for the aireraft,
two access bridpes between the pas-
senger terminal and the aireraft, a
contm] tower, an aireraft provision-
tng termunal and other essential
services and maintenance faeilibes,
ineluding a fire fighting unit and
offices.

THE KHAWER AL BATAH
BRIDGE



The Ehawr Al Batah Bridpe — This project has a unicue
geographical position in the Shargiyyah region as this
suspension bridge was constructed above a natural
khawr along the 5ea of Oman,

The brid ge was built over Ehawr Al Batah in the unlayat
of Surto shorten the distance between the Al Ayjah side
aof the inlet and the centre of the urlaygat.

The bridge 15 204 metres long and [l metres high, and 7
metres wide with walkways on the two sides which are
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each 1.5 metres wide. It is a two-lane bridge so traffie
may go in both direetions. It has been designed to the
latest international speeifications and complies wathall
necessary safety and enpineering standards. The wmon
strueture can bear a maximum weight of three tonmes,
i.e. only vehieles up to this weight may use this bridge.

The pmject also ineludes two mundabouts, one
of them in Al Batah willape and the other in Al
Adah wwillage. The toll cost of the project was
RO7 million.






WATER
People are no longer foreed to
search desperately for water in the

blazing heat of the desert or wait for

rain to fall on the mpuntain peaks
so that it can flow down along the
widis o the plains and parched land
below Today water gushes in abun-
dance to the towns and willages of
the Shargiyyah region from the
desalination plant in the wilayat of
Sur. The plant, which produces 17.6

milhion gallons a day, has replaced
the groundwater stocks which the
repion used to depend upon in the
pastand is part of the government's
plan to use desalinated seawater as
the country’s main source of donk-
ing water, while conserving the
groundwater as a strategie reserve.
Water is pumped from the desal-
ination plant to the wrlayats along a
modern systermn of pipelines several
hundred Kilometres long, which ex-

- fie

Wadis fu the Shargiyyal region
inclnde Andam and Secq.
Eleetricity generati on in Kamal
Wi Al Wafi.
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tends from Sur to Al Mudaybi and
passes throupgh Al Kamil Wa'l Wah,
Jaalan Bami Bu Hassan, Jaalan Bam
Bu Ali, Wadi Bani Khalid, Bidiyyah,
Al Qabil and Ibra. There are eight-
een main and subsidiary pumping
stations in Sur, Al Karmil Wa'l Wah,
Jaalan Bani Bu Hassan, Jaalan Bam
Bu Ali, Wadi Bani Khalid, Bidiyyah,
Al Qabil, Ibra and Al Mudaybi. The
Shargiyyah's water distrbution sys-
tem has twenty-seven ground-lewvel
and mountain reservoirs and eight-
een overhead reservoirs.

The water is distributed in two
ways. Firstly, through the mains net-
works in Sur, Al Kanul Wa Al Wafi,
Jaalan Bani Bu Hassan and Jaalan
Bani Bu Ali to owver 20,000 domestie,
industrial, commereial and govern-
ment connections; and secondly
from the tanker filling stations in
Sur, Al Kamil Wa Al Wafi, Jaalan
Bani Bu Hassan, Jaalan Bani Bu Al
Wadi Bani Khalid, Bidiyyah, Al Qa-
bil, Ibra, Al Mudaybi and Masirah,
where tankers carry it to the villa ges
and populated areas that have no
mains water services.

S5PORTS

"Development of human re-
souroes” is just as important for the
bady as it is for the mind, spirttand
moral charaeter, and the sports faeil-
ities available across the Shanqyyah
region provide ideal opportunities
for the population to develop their
physzical potental
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(Top) The Sharqiyyak s water
distribution systew is either
threngh the mains networls teo
over 20,000 d omestic, indnstrinl,
commercial and government
conncctions, or from tauker filling
stations where tankers carry it to
the villages that have ne mains
water services. And (helow) the
Conrts ¢ omplex in I,



The Sports complex in Sur was
bralt in 1996 with a scating
capacity iu the maiu stadion for
15000 spectators, aud (top right)

challenging the Shargiyyal Sands.

The sports complex in the wrlay-
at of Sur iz the Sharqyyah region's
main youth amenity: Bualt in 1996,
its main stadium has a seating ca-
pacity for 15000 spectators. It has
a Royal Box, a VIP stand, a grass
football pitch and an athletics track,
as well as facilities for radio and TV
coverage of sports events, physi-
otherapy rooms, players’ and ref
erees’ changing moms, and rooms
for cultural and artactivties

HORSE |

The Shargiyyah region has sever-
al elubs with modern buildings and
ameruties and facilibes for sports,
cultural, soeial and artachvities. Sur
also has a Youth Centre with a foot-
ball piteh, other games facilities and
aceomunodation

SUN DANCING ON THE WATER

From the moment it rises abowve
the honzon, the sun dances on the
waters beside the beaches and over



the sandy shores. When the mon-
soon winds begin to blow along the
coasts of the Sharquyyah and Wus-
ta regions and the Governorate of
Dhofar, the midday temperature at
the height of summer drops to be-
twween 25and 30deprees Centiprade
as a cooling breeze wafts over the
beach at Al Ashkharah in the welayat
of Jaalan Band Bu Ali.

Pas Al Jinz beach in the wurla-
yat of Sur 15 another enchanting

seaside spot. World famous for
its turtle sanctuary, its soft sands
are overlooked by intriguing mock
formations that appear to hang
abowve them like paintings from
an arbist's palette. Green turtles
come here in large numbers to lay
their egps, particularly between
June and September When the
epps hateh, the baby turtles in-
stinetively return to the sea. Ras
Al inz 15 a continuation of Ras
al Hadd, which was declared a
wild-life sanctuary under Royal
Decree No. 25/9 on 23 April
1995.

Tourists can enjoy the sight of
the seabirds that live in this area
and the traditional shaps anchored
in Khawr Al Hajar at Ras al Hadd,
or they can take a boat trip to near-
by Fhawr Al Jarama.

SAND SKIING AT RAS AL
RUWAIS

Sand dunes come right down
to the pristine beach at Ras Ar Pu-
ways in the wrloyat of Jaalan Bam
Bu Ali and beside the sea there are
strangely shaped moeks formed
from sand that turned to stone ml-
lions of years ago.. The call of the
sea gulls mingles with the sound of
the wavwves as they break against the
golden shore.

Here tourists can emjoy a nowvel
form of skiing Not water skiing
or sking on snow, but sand sking
dowen the dumnes.
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Tonrists enjoy a novel form af
skaing — yes, sand shding down the
drmes.

SUR BEACH - SHIPS AND A
LIGHTHOUSE
From Sur's attractive beach you

can seeseveral large ships anchored
near the shore, while from Al Batah
you can look across to the town of
Al Ayph and the Sur Lighthouse.

The beautiful Ehawr Al Bath
suspension bridge, which was built
to link Sur wath Al Ayjah, 15 a tour
st attraction in its own right.

THE WILAYAT OF MASIRAH -
SEAGULLS AND CORAL

There are some excellent camp-
ing spote in the wilayat of Masirah,
particularly on thebeachat Fas Abu

Tasas. Seapulls breed here, particu-

larly dunng the summer, and there
are coral reefsbeneath the surface of
the sea. This place iz popular with

divers and snorkellers.







SANDAND SEA - ASFARAS
THE EYE CAN 5EE

Both the sea and the desertboast
numerous features that attraet ad-
wenture tourists.

The wrlayat of Bidiyyah iz a
beautiful oasis at the entrance to
the Shargiyyah sands and is a start-
ing point for wisitors wishing o
explore the delights of the desert
The Sands extend for a hundred
Kilometres. MNear the coast at Ras
Ay Puways there are sandstone and
limestone ek formations, while in-
land a chain of rippling dunes runs
from north to south, parteularly in
the northemn and western parts of
the Sands. Some dunes are amound
a Kilometre aecross and in places
they are over a Filometre and a half

apart. The larpest dunes areup toa
hundred metres high.

THE SANDS - A SYMPHONY OF
COLOURS

The Sharqyyah 3Sands come
in a vanety of colours. Mear the
coast they penemlly manpe from
light browen to white, while at their
northern end they tend more to-
wiards dark grey. Elsewhere they are
sometimes reddish, particularly in
the area near Bidiyyah.

The pasis of Al Hawiyah is an
island of green date palms sur
rounded by golden sands. The steep
slopes to the south of Al Hawiyah
village offer excellent opportunities
tor sand shkiing.

Jewellery made from senshells,
formd by the French and Halian
temus at Ras Al Jinz
archacologicnl site.



Fas Al finz in the walayat of Sur (Shargiyyah repion)
is an impartant heritapge site. Excavatons began there
in 1981 when the joint Franeo-Italian amhaeologieal
mission discoversd a frapment of patterned ancient
pottery dating from the fourth millennsum BT After
an initial survey of the site they were able to confirm
its historical importance, and sinee 1985 a series of dips
have produced a number of finds.

Reporte from the sutrface surveys of the aneient sites
confirmed that they were not all coneentrated in one
place, but were spread out depending on the type of
ancientoultureand people coneerned. These diseoveries
are significant in that they reveal the relationship

between Omani man and those amound him. They
show that he was a soeial being who loved life and
established trade relatons wath distant commumties,
and thathis ships sailed across the Arabian Sea and the
Indian Ocean to the shores of the Indian sub-continent,
where he discovered a world amazingly different from
his own in the lives, behawviour and beliefs of ite people.
There he exchanged the goods he had made for other
goods that would help hum in his daily life.

The copper and stone items, cosmetic implements and
personal ornaments found at Fas al inz show us that
aneient man was an expert eraftsman. They also reveal
that the site was an important harbour



THE TURTLE SANCTUARY AT RAS AL HADD

The Turtle Sanetuary was established at Ras Al Hadd
m the Shargiyyah region in 1996 as a manne nature
reserve covering an area of 120 square Kilometres of
shoreline, coastal lunterland and seabed, as well as the
lagpons of Ehawr Jarama and Khawr Al Hapar The
sanctuary, which provides a safe and natural refuge
for thousands of mre turtles that visit the area tobreed,
attracts the larpest number of nesting green turtles
(Chelomma mydas) in the Sultanate. Every yearsome 6,000

to 13,000 members of thus threatened species come
here to lay their egps from remote repions such as the
Ambian Gulf, the Red Sea and the Somali coast.

Several important archaeologieal sites are also loeated
within the reserve on the Fas Al Hadd Peninsula and
at Ehawr Jarama, as well as at Ras Al Jinz and Fas Al
Fhabbah The turtles are amonpg the reserve's most
imporiant bio-resources, with most of them nesting
along a 45 Kilometre-long strip of coast between Ras
Al Hadd and Bas Ar Buways. Inaddition to the turtles,



Ehawr Jarama is also notable for its clumps of small
mangove trees (Avcenma manng) and the coral reefs
along itz mocky shore, which are home to numerous
species of crustac eans and othersmall manne ereatures,
providing a rich food souree for larpe numbers of fish.

The alluwal surface 501l mund Fhawr amma 15
an imporfant feeding gmound for the migrant bids
that spent the winter in these parts, while the meky
coastal heights provide them with an ideal nesting
gite. Ower 130 species of resident and migrant birds

hawve been recorded here including seagulls and terns.
The sanctuary is also home to varous wild ammals
ineluding red foxes, pazelles, Ethiopian hedgehogs and
hares.

The Minstry of the Environmentand Chimate Affairs has
built fifte en traditonal-style cabins onanarea of amound
1,000 square metres of land at the Ras Al Hadd Turtle
Sanectuary o provide aceommodation for visitors. The
area also includes ear padking facilities and a children's

flayground.



As the sands rench the Aralian Sea
in the s outh the droves are swailer
and mear Ras Ar Riavays lithfied
sand drmies are exposed.

The sands in the wilayat of Jaalan
Bani Bu Hassan are strikingly dif-
ferent from the dunes of Bidiyyah
Here a seattenng of plant eowver
ereates a lovely blend of green and
pale gold that streteches from Falaj
Al Mashayikh in the north — one
of the main wvillages in the oasis,
renowned for its date palms that
are irnpated by faly (traditional i
rigation channel) water However,
some of the farms here draw their
wiater from wells. In this area there
are numerous traditional wvillages
and hamlets with shady ghaf (Pros-
pis anerana) trees and rare plants

HOW WERE THESE SANDS
FOEMED?

Scientists say that these sands
were formed when rocks disin-
tegrated and the resulting debns
was carried by flowing water and
deposited in depressions on the
earth's surface. There are abundant
groundwater stocks under the Shar-
giyyah Sands to thas day and satel-
lite photopraphs of the area indicate
that there are probably significant
rmineral deposits too.

THE WADIS OF THE
SHARQIYYAH

In the Shargiyyah region’'s many
wadis there are numerous shady
spots with interesting rock forma-
tions, water, greenery and stunming
scenery which offer ideal opportu-
ruties for camping.







(Tep) Khawr Al Batah with its
fighthonse aud traditionnl fishing
dhows, aud (below) everyone loves
to spend time enjoying the desert,

Wad: At Tayyin in the unlayat of
Dama Wa At Tayyin 1= a long wad
with wvillages surrounded by palm
groves. The more aeeessible part of
it extends for nearly seventy-five
Filometres, while the final eight-
een-Kilometre streteh at the far end
of it 15 hard o reach. This is a fea-
ture not comunonly found in other
twadis.

As well as wvillages and date
palms, the wadl also has several sites

of historieal interest ineluding hall-
top forts and towrers.

GHUBRAT AT TAAM - WHERE
THEEE WADIS MEET

The tributanes of Wadi Al
Tayyin flovr from the Eastern Hajar
mountains near the wiltyat of Al
Dama Wa At Tayyin: they then
meetand become a wide, meander-
ing wadi By the village of As Sidafi
this wadi i5 joaned by Wadi Dama
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{Top) The ferry termpinal at Shanuak,
Munhut takes yon over to Masirnk
Esland where new hotels have
recently been Inalt.

- one of the most fertile wadis in the
Shargiyyah region. The two wadis
flow togetheras faras the wvillage of
Ghubrat At Tam, where they meet
a third wadl — Wadi Bmaiyyah. Af-
ter the three wadis meet, they flow
downhill along the narmmow meky
gorge of Wad: Daygah for a dis-
tance of eighteen Kilometres to the
village of Al Mazan in the usloyaf
of Qunyat in the Governhorate of
Muscat.
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(Top left) Aerinl vicw of Al Mintril
in the wilayat of Bidiyyak, a
wodern fisking harbonr at Al
Ashllharak, and (above) Sinawe s ong
at date harvesting e,




{Top) The wnny listorical Inaldings
of Mudayrib seenr to be in harm oy

with the new.

Jaalan Bani BuHassan berdered

by the desert ou oue side aud flat
gravel plains ¢ evered in acacin trees
on the ofher.

The cave of Abu Al Habban is
one of Wadi At Tayyin's main natu-
ral attractions. Situated by the wl-
lage of Sawt on the left side of the
wadi, it can be reached on foot after
a two- Kilometre walk. Extreme cau-
tion must be exercised when enter-
ing the cave.

Visitors to Wadi Tiwi in the uala-
wat of Sur are greeted by the sight
of an extensive stretch of greenery
which extends right up to the beach.
This beautiful, fertle wadi 15 a ha-
wven for wild animals and birds.

Wadi Tiw is a mocky wadi and itz
water flows above ground between
steep mountains until it reaches the
shore. Itz palm proves, farms and
wiild trees create a delightful inter-
play between nature and the hand
of man

Six Filometres from the entrance
to the wadi you arrive at Harat
Al Hizn, which stands on the west-
ern side After a further one Kilo-
metre, and after passing through a
narrow passageway, the road reach-
es the wllage of Al Bidah Before
entering the village, you ran pause
and admuare the view Here there are
pools surmounded by trees and lofty
date palms that seemn almostas high
as the mountains. The water flows
and tumbles over green algae-cov-
ered roeks.

THE VILLAGE OF MEEBAM
Meebam iz one of the biggest wil-
lages in terms of it population. Its







{Tap) s ome trees secmn to thrive even
in the desert!

(Right) The Wadi Dama road
passes many attractive villages and
plantations sited nf the side of the
wadi.

houses are built of mud and stone on
the mountin terraces on estherside of
the wadl above terraced date planta-
tions, citrus and manpo orchands and
cultivated plots. This pretty village's
falg (tadibonal smigation channel)
flows from high up in the mountains
and ifs gurgling water can be heand
from the villa ge malis (meeting place)
under the manpp trees.

FLOWING WADIS

Wadi Ash Shab in the myalat of
Tivn (unloyat of Sur) leads directly
off the Qunyat-Sur coast road and
combines the charm of the seashore
writh majestic mountain scenery.

Wadi Bani Ehalid always has co-
pious quantities of water, evenwhen
rainfall 15 searce, and it is one of the
Sharqiyyah region's most popular
resort areas. [ts main atbractions in-
clude the pools at the entrance to the
wadl, numerous streams and Mugul
Cawve.

THE WONDERS OF MUQUL
CAVE

Muqul Cawve iz one of the best
known caves in the Sultanate. You
reach the entranee up a flight of ce-
ment steps. At the top. you crawl
along a narmow passape for a dis-
tance of about ten metres untl the
entranee widens and you can walk
normally. From this point you can
marvel at the cave's rock struetures

that were formed thousands of

years app.

WADIAND MOUNTAIN

There iz plenty of wonderful
scenery to emjoy as you wander
along Wad: Bani Fhalid. The rocky
sides of the wad are covered with —
but not hidden under- all trees and
date palms. Finally, the wad opens

out and you can see the mountains
of the Easterm Hajar MNear the wil-
lage of Halfa there are some stun-
ning wviews with date palms and
IMUITTAring steams.

There are several wadis in the
unlayat of Al Qabil, ineluding Wadi
Mazari, Wadi Murzairi’, Wadi Al
Hail and Wadi Al Muraidhif After
the rains these wadis flow in abun-
dance and merge to form Wadi Siwi,
which supplies water to mostof the
willages in the wnlayat. The willage
of As Saagah in the Wadi Nam dis-
triet (also in the wilayat of al Qabil)
i famous for the spring of Ain As
Saqgah, which flows throughout the
year This spring supplies water for
the loeal willagers” erops and liwve-
stock.

THE SHARQIYYAH REGION —
MONUMENTSTO A
GLORIOUS PAST

Many tounsts are dawn to the
Shangiyyah by its wealth of ancient
buildings which bear witness to the
region’s illustrious past.

In the wilayat of Sur the fort of
Bilad 5ur stands in the middle of
the Wadi Bilad Sur plain. It has four
towers and its outer wall 1z around










six metres high Restored by the
Ministry of Heritape and Culture
in 1990, its location — inland rather
than by the sea — was chosen for
stratepie reasons.

As Sunaizalah Fort stands on a
hall overlooking Al Sunassalah wil-
lage. Asquare building witha mound
tower in each of its four corners, it
is said tobe over 300 years old. Itis
35 metres long and 30 metres across.
Cannon were fired from three of itz
towers, while the fourth was used as
a watchtower,

Al Aijah Fort — another square
building — has many rooms and
used to serve as a school and ad-
mamastrative centre. It has four tow-
ers overlooking the shore. Ar Raf-
sah Fort used to guard the uslayat’s
main landwand gateway

Fas Al Hadd Fort (in the smyabat
of Pas al Hadd) overdocks a sandy
beach which forms the most east-
erly point of the Arabian Pemin-
sula. Seafarers used o land here
in aneient times. It has two tow-
ers, gun embrasures and look-out
points, an amnmunition store and a
well.

Fas al Mail Tower, which used to
control the entranee to Khawr Al Ba-
tah (Al Ayjah), has a round mud and
stone wall two metres high. At naght
a lantern was placed in it to puide
the ships and prevent them from
going aground on the rocks. Itis a
popular tourist attraction.
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Wadt Shab, which means n gorge
between cliffs, is known for its
Peandy and for its greenery.

The wiyabat of Tiwand the Wadis
of D ama Wa At Taiyyin have lnrge
amaernits of water which fl oaw into
Wadi Daygal.



Wadi Bani Khalid is approx 205
Faus from Muscat on the Sur road.
Itis sct decp into the kills and is a
popnlar poiut from which te begin
treks.

QALHAT - DESTINATION OF
TRAVELLERS FROMEAST AND
WEST

The willage of Calhat, with itz 1mn-
pressive location and the remams of
itz fine ancient buildings, is an impor-
tant part of Oman's history Amound
24 Filometres from the eity of Suen
Qalhat features in the reports of trav-
ellers and explorers mnping from bn
Battuta to Mareo Folo, who wrote of

it mountainous setingand its tombs,

domes, residential
quarters, harbour and sailing ships.
In his book Mujam al Buldm (Dietion-
ary of Countries) the historian and
traweller Yaqut Al Hamawn deseribes
Qalhat as "the port of the Land of
Oman” because of the huge number
of ships berthed in its hatbour Mareo
Polo wisited Qalhat on hus way back

water ecisterns,

from China in the 13% century AD.




Today Qalhat emjoys a new em
of prospenty and boasts asphalted
moads, electrieity, water and tele-
commuications serviees.

Qalhat's ancient buildings in-
clude the tomb of Bim Mamam
— a fine domed buwlding some
of which has collapsed Iz four
sides are identieal in their internal
and external designand ormamenta-
hon.
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Bild Martam s mans oleron in
Qalhat. Marce Polo described
Qalhat as “a very good port, much
frequented by merehant slips from
Indin..since it is a ccwdre from
wihich spices and other goods are
carried into varions infand towns ™

HISTORIC BUILDINGS,
TOWERS AND DATE PALMS

The ualoyat of Jaalan Band Bu Al
has many buildings of historieal in-
terest. Firstand foremost of these is
its Grand Mosque, which was built
in the 11" century AH (17* century
AD). Atotal of 52 domes allow light
and ventilation to enter this splen-
did and amhitecturally unique
building, which is still used for reg-
ular prayers to this day. As Suwaih,

in the wrlayat of Jaalan Bani Bu Ali,
iz one of the oldest historical sites
in the area and dates from between
the sixth and fourth millenrua BC
The Al Hamoudah Citadel iz in the
Al Dhahir district. Elsewhere in the
wilayat are the forts of Al Hasid, Al
Mitwalli, Jabiyat Uyun, Fulai) Aw-
lad Hamdah, Al Qutaitarah, Balee-
dah, Sharee’ah and Hallawt His-
torie towers inelude Al Muzlaj, Al
Jashsha, Al Lawiyah, Seeh Sandah,



Al Zardourmmah, Al Jeerah and Seeh
Al Zubairi.

There are also a number of forts,
citadels and defensive towers in
Jaalan Bamd Bu Hazan Al Mahyoul
Fort, one of the biggest with two
gateways set in its outer wall, was
built in the third century AH Itz
towers were used as look-out posts.

Other forts in the wilayaf ineclude
al Fhuwaisah, which is surmounded
by a high wall, Falaj Al Manahiyah,

built on a hilltop in the middle of
Falaj Al Manahiyah village, Awlad
Wahail Wa Awlad al Abed, and al
Shahaimaat (in the willage of Al Mu-
naiqalah). The main eifadel in the
wtlayat 15 Qala’at Awlad Murshid
in the willage of Al Munprmd - a
square stone and gypsum building
some five stories high Other cita-
dels are Qala'at Al Munprmd and
Qala’at Al Souq (in Al Souq distriet],
which was used in earlier fumes to
guard the wrlayat's soug.

There are over fifty towers in the
wilayat of Jaalan Bani Bu Hazan, in-
eluding Burj Al Safra (which owver-
looks Seeh Al Ma 'mourand Wadi Al
Batha), Al Marsad, and the square
tower of Sharee’at Al Munjarad,
which is built of samwg (@ type of tra-
ditional eement) and pypsum.

There are over eighty forts and
citadels in the urlayat of Al Famuil
Wa Al Wafi. The best known are the
Al Kamil Gtadel and Al Wafi Fort.

The wilayat of Bidiyyah has sev-
eral hustorie buldings including the
fortz of Al Mintarib and Al Sharig
and Al Wasil Gitadel.

Historie buildings are an mmpor-
tant part of the wilayat of Al Qabil's
legaey and inelude the pretty village
of Al Mudaynb, which 15 ower three
hundred years cld. The main build-
ings in the wnlayat are the hilltop fort
of Al Sharg, Bait al Bur) and Bait al
Jabal. Gitadels include — among oth-
ers - Al Hadriyah, Al Khanajirah, Al
Dimah, As Surand As Sayigh, whale
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{Above) Sur castic, nud Fort
Sunaislak which stauds on a high
Faeofl overlooking the touwmn.

(Right) The Jamee Al Homoda
miasque i falan Bani Bu Al is il
in a bemrdifilly simplistic style and
is s nal in that it kas 54 d oses
which kave lidden provision for
ventilatiomn.

the main forts are Al Hisn, As Sarm
and Al Mudhainb There are also a
large number of towers including
As Sharee'ah, As Suqur, As Safa,
Al Ghafat Al Bun Al Eabar and Al
MNataalah The Old Mosque in the
unlayat of al Qabil haz a mihmab em-
bellished wrth Cur'ane verses and
ornamented with moulded stuceo,

The citadel of Bait Al Khabeeb is
a major landmark of the wrlayat of al
Mudaybi.

Castles, forts and towers can be
found ewverywhere in the ancient
wnlayat of Ibra — on the plains as well
as perched upon the meky hilltops.

Al Agabah Mosque 15 said to be
one of the oldest mosques in Oman.
Al Manzafah quarter with its fine
architecture and exquisite mowld-
ings and enpravings has retained
its charm and beauty o this day
Other features of the walayat are the
elegant towers of Seeh Al Yahmedi.



In the wilayat of Wadi Bam Fha-
lid Al Awainah Fort stands beside
the old mosque in Seeh Al Hail
There are also a number of old wnl-
lages and residential quarters in-
cluding the willages of Badh'a and
Al Taylah.

In the wilayat of Masiah traces
of engravings on stone have been
found in an Elame cemetery in the
Safa‘th district, az well as the re-
mains of copper smelting furnaces
in Wadi Madht and the ruins of a
couple of aneient forts in Marsees
and Dafiyaat

THE MARITIME MUSEUMAND
THE FATH AL KHAIR

Sur has been a seafaring centre
eversinece its first inhabitants settled
there and signs of its maritime her-
itapge can be seen everywhere. The
Maritime Museumn has been set up
i the eity to preserve this legaey for
future generations and highlight all
the region’s seafaning and loral tra-
ditions under one moof.

Since it was established in 1987
the Museumn has been a valuable
souree of information for students,
researchers and tourists. It contains
models and pictures of traditional
Omani sea-poing wvessels along
with photographs of their captains,
erews and builders and the har
bours they used to visit, in addition
to examples of navigational and
other squipment, maps and manu-
senpts.



In spite of being so close to the
desert Jalan Bani BnHasan castle
is strvormded by extensive dafe
plantations. It is dated 13th

centiry AH and has 4watehitowers.

In another section of the Muse-
urm visitors can see some of the tools
used by the ship-builders, as well as
varnous types of ships” timbers and
rails and the liphts that were used
to guide and warn vessels at mght
There are also pictures of the eity
of Sur and its most famous build-
ings, including its forts, towers and
old mosques, in additon o pho-
tographs of local poets and praet-
tioners of traditional medicine and
examples of the currency that was
used in former times. One wing of
the building iz devoted to tradition-
al men's and women's costumes,
local textile weawing and cooking,
drinking and other household uten-
sils.

After the people of the wnlayat
got ogether to purchase it and re-
turn it 1o 1ts native land, the last of
Sur's famous old sailing ships — the
Fath al Kharr - was installed ina park
in Ar Fashsha on the edge of SurLa-
goon, where itcanbe seen today

The Fath al Ehar was built by
highly skilled eraftsmen using only
the best quality timber

TRADITIONAL HANDICRAFTS
AND OCCUPATIONS

The wide variety of termain and
in the Shanpyyah
region has produced an equally

enviromIment

wide range of ways in which the
loeal inhabitants make their living.
Each wrlayat has its own traditional
erafts. Ship bullding, boatbwlding







The Khnnagirn Fort is the most

provinent fort in AT Mudayrib,
Al Qabil.

and fishing have always been major
sources of livelihood in the coastal
areas, where the fishermen's and
erafisrnen’s skills have been passed
on from father to son for genera-
tions. Where ship-building 15 con-
cerned, this is especially true of the
utlayat of Sur and mueh of the hugh
reputation erjoyed by Omani erafts-
men iz due to the supesb quality of
the shaps that have been made there
over the years

Fishung boats are made in the
unlayat of Jaalan Bani Bu Ali, partiou-
larly in the miyabat of Al Ashkharah,
where thiz is one of the main tradi-
tional erafts. This i also the case in
the wilayat of Masirah, which is also
famous for the quality of its fishing
rnets. Weawving is a major eraft indus-
try there.

Apriculture 15 the main oceupa-
tion in the wilzyat of Al Qabil, as
wrell as spinting, eloth-weaving and
palm-leaf products. People there
also breed horses and livestoek and
make silverware such as Mumgars
and jewellery as well as Omami
halum, pottery (in Al Munjarad in
the Wad:i Mam distriet) and Omam
plaster

Tradittional erafts in the wrlayat of
Al Kamil Wa Al Wafi include spin-
ning, weaving and saddle-making
ifor horses). Local people also make
camel trappings, belts, Muogars and
swords and breed and herd live-
stoek The urlayat is renowned for
its woodwork, pottery and textiles.
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The Fath Al Khair — the last of Sur's
old saffing dhows. She has been

restored and can wow be scen on
Iand at the edge of the lagoon.

Jaalan Bani Bu Ali 15 famous for
its fishing industry, whieh 1z the
main source of income for much of
its population, parbicularly those
living on its long coastal strip. The
main oecupation of the local Bedu
iz stoek-rearing, while the town and
village people in the inland areas
tend to earn their living from apri-
culture or erafts sueh as gold and
silver stmthing The wilayat is fa-
mous for its shelters made from the
branches of date palms.

There are many local erafts in
the wilayat of Jaalan Bami Bu Hasan,
though farming 15 the predomi-
nant oceupation. The land there 15
extremely fertile and suitable for a
wiide tange of erops. which receive
their water from aflag (pl of falg =
traditional irripation channel) and
wrells.

The local Bedu rear sheep and
camels on the hills and plains, where
there iz suitable natural pasture.

In the coastal area of Jaalan Baru
Bu Hasan - from Bandar As Saglah
to Bandar Al Juwairah - fishing is
the main sousee of income for the
majority of the population The
desert dwellers rear livestock and
use the wool from their animals for
spinning and weaving.

Leather poods including sword
sheaths and cartnidge belts, are also
produced in this wilayat, as wrell
as pold and silver jewellery and
khawars. Most of the loeal popula-
tion make palm leaf baskets and

other palm items. There is also a
pottery factory. the elay is brought
from some of the nearby wadis.

The walayat Dama Wa At Tayyin
15 a farmmng and stock-breeding cen-
tre and these two occupations are
the main sources of hivelihood for
the local inhabatants. The main ag-
ricultural produets are dates; these
generally ripen nearly a month ear-
lier than elzewhere in the Sulanate,
which gives the farmers of this area
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a significant advantage when they
gell them in the market. The main
traditional erafts of the locality are
pottery, weawving, jewellery making
and metalwork.

The walayat of Wadi Bami Fhalid
has a wide range of local erafts and
oceupations  ineluding palm  leaf
products, stock rearing, the eultiva-
tion of dates, eitrus fruit, mangoes
and bananas, gold and silver work,
weaving and metalwork,

The wilayat of Ibra is famous
for its souqgs, which sell a profu-
sion of traditional items as well
as loeal pmoduets such as frutand
wvegetables, and also herbs from
the Jabal Abyadh mountain Lo-
eal crafts inelude weaving, spin-
ning, particularly with sheep
wool, gold and silver jewellery,
khawar-making, palm leaf prod-
uets, 1opes, date baskets, anning
and eobbling.

The wnloyat of Bidiyyah iz re-
nowned for its pold and silver
smuths. Othererafts include anning,
wickerwork and palm leaf produets
ineluding mopes and baskets.

Apgriculture i1z the main oe-
cupation in the wrlayat of Al Mu-
daybi, where the main crops are
dates, limes, alfalfa and wepeta-
bles
also widespread. Traditional crafts

Sheep and ecamel-reanng is

include spinning, weaving, palm
leaf products inwluding mats, as
well az the manufacture of Oma-
ri halwa and agreultural imple-

ments, particularly ploughs, rakes
and mattoeks.

SONGS OF THE SEA AND THE
DESERT

The nch folklore of the Shangi-
yvyah region illustrates the differ-
ent ways in which the loeal people
celebrate joyful oceasions like wed-
dings, Eid festivals and seasonal
actvities such as fishing, anmimal
herding and harvesting crops and




T

The Bed oran Indies were skifled at

making woollen trappings for their
camiels in the past, while today
they cater to the tonrist. Menuzrlile

the yorng mse palm leaves to make
s efil items.
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HORSE BREEDING

Since ancient times Oman has been
famous for breeding and rearing
Arab thoroughbred horses, The
Omanis' love of horses can be seen
in the way they deck them out: the
neck ornaments, the silver sareema
{bridle) on the head, the ma'ragah
(sweat cover) placed on the back,
the lgmad (undercloth) placed under
the ma‘raqah to prevent chafing, the
sitver giladaft (collar-piece) and the
reins.

Horse racing 15 a lughly popular
sport in Oman and horse races are
mmportant events on the sporting
calendar, particularly at Eid times
and on national oceasions.




The rich folldare of the Sharqiyyak
region illnstrates the different ways
in whick the tocal people cclebrate
Jowful occasions and seas onal
activitics snel as fishing and crop
arvesting.

Here the tanbmrak, shebant and AT
Wigifare performed.

dates; there are numerous differ-
ent types of dates, each wrth its
own mdividual taste and tume of
ripening.

The song formms of the people
of the coast include glune’ al hahr,
al madeemah and as shawhom, while
the Bedu perform al taghmod, al
tang and al wwomah. ar razha and al
anz are also popular throughout the
Sharqiyyah

Other musical folklore in the re-

gion includes al maidmm, al tschahh
ghalth and al hambourah, while fiom
hin abad iz performed spectfically
by women, particulardy in Sun Wad:
Bam Ehald and Jaalan Bamu Bu
Hasan.

Other popular song and dance
forms inelude al tamboural and womm
boom, which are only known in the
Shargiyyah region; in the wrlayats of
Bidiyyah and Al Qabal it is knownas
al kartoona.
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THE WUSTA REGION

A MAGICAL EXCURSION TO SHORELINE,

ISLANDS AND CAVES

Thee Wiesta region of Oman is a vast area of Innminons beauty ad
colonr, with expansive views, landmark caves, islands and springs.
It is one of the cownrtry’s lnrgest regional divisions after Dhiofar,
covering an area of 79,700 sq kut. As siwch wou wight say that if does
not yield itself so easily to the casunl ecorprter. It waits wortil it Ieas
drawm yon in, wrtil you have explored its vast dowains, sought ont
its coastline and penetrated its islands and caves. Away from te
bustle and crowds, take yourself to the seashore and stretch ot on
the golden sands of Wusta's beaclies, rest your gaze on the bine sky,
on the colonrful birds aud little rock crabs, swim with capricions
fislt in crystal waters cradled by the nearby mowtains. The Wista
region will soothe you and calm your sonl!

Natwre mects on the const — the
Wnsta is a safe place for birds of
My species.

THE WUSTA - ATREATFOR
THE 50UL

The Wusta lies south of the twa
regions of Dakhiliyyah and Dhala-
rah Itz eastern rim borders Shang-
yyah for some distance and then the
Arabian Sea. The edge of the Ar Bub
Al Fhali or Empty Quarter marks
its western border with Saudi Ara-
bia. Dhofar is below it to the south.
Wusta has a long coastline on the
Arabian Sea, 400 kms in all, and this
iz where some of the country’s main
oil and gas wells are located. The in-
habitants of Wusta live in harmon-
ous interachion wiith 1ts diverse ele-
ments, secure in the steady influence
ithas maintained and the formmdable
growth and services it has emjoyed
throughout the Renaissance period
This was when itbecame the focus of
riew oil extraction projects, bringing
opportunities for work and econom-
ie advanc ement to the area.

The four urlmarts that make up the
Governorate include three on the Ara-

bian Sea coast, 12 Dugm, Mubhut and
Al Jazmir The fourth 1= Hayma. The
total population of the four wrlmats,
according to 2008 statisties, 15 28,424,

From the 19705 up to the pres-
ent, Wusta has seen substantial so-
cial and economie change, in edueca-
tion, health, construetion, mads and
equivalent markers of progress. All
thiz has added up to a definite shft
in pmsperity and living standards,
the sources and features of which wrill
contimie to strengthen into the future.

Ad Dugm, a strip of clean and =1-
lent coast, 15 in the far south eastern
corner of the Wusta region. Hayma 15
deep in the region’s heartland, and
has longbeen a resting place for tour
istz travelling on to Dhofar, especially
in the autumn season Mubhut differs
litfle from Wusta's other provinces;
it 15 niech geographically, eombirung
the natural beauty and bounty of the
sea and its pretty islands and long
coasthine with the internal landscape
of wadis with their ghaf (Prosopms an-
emmia) trees and sumr (Aman torhilis)
and diverse plant life.

The southern eoastal strip along
the Arabian Sea contains the last zea
ports of Wusta, in the wrlayat of Al
Jamr, with its pristine beaches and
pretty seaside towns, as well as the
two myabats of Pama and Al Lakbs

ORYX AND OIL WELLS

A distinetive modern feature of
the Wusta region, as much as its pro-
teeted sanetuary for the Arabian oryx
in Jalumi in the wrloyat of Hayma, are
the oil wells that have sprung up in
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relatively recent times and which are
precious for their value as a mainstay
of the national economy: The povern-
ment has intensified oil exploration
and drilling throughout the Sultan-
ate, with parheular foeus on Wusta,
and many wells are in active produe-
tion i Hayma and Al Jazr Hayma
has production and recovery sites
ineluding those at Balyah and wells
at Hubara and elsewhere, while the
Fima and Mimrbloes are in Al Jazir
You cannotepeak of Hayma with-



out referring to the story of the Am-
bian oryx. Jaluri in this welayat was
selected almost three decades ago o
become a protected reserve for this
indigenous white antelope. Today
with the help of the povernment,
the oryx has been returned to the
Omars desert, where they can maowe
singly or in groups over preat dis-
tances without fear of poachers or of
nature’s vandals. From the 1930 o
the 19705 these majestic beasts were
targeted by hunters, leawing the

colonies so drasteally depleted in
number as o be threatened with ex-
tinetion In 1980, the few remaining
native oryx were joined by others
brought in from abioad to populate
the newly ereated protectorate.

FROM KUTTAB TO MODERN
SCHOOL- A BROAD UMEBREL-
LA OF LEARNING

The network of sehools that has
expanded steadily over the past forty
years today represents a broad um-

The Arabian oryx (Oryx Tene oryx)
once romed thronglomnt much of
the descrt regious of the Aralinu
peutusida. (Aleove) In recent tinies
oil wells have sprimg nup, precions
too for their valne as a maiustay of
the natiounl cc ononnyy.




A netwwork ofschoels that has
expanded steadily giving even these
in the smallest village a chance of n
good edncation.

brella of learning beneath which a
generation of Omanis has benefited
and flounished. Dugm has six Basie
level sehools and several adult edu-
cation and literacy centres These
facilities hawve brought the mft of
schooling and ongoing education to
the region's inhabitante and gven
them access to many and vaned oe-
cupations, lorally and further afield
This rich pool of human and labour
resourees presents a very different
preture from that of forty years ago,
whena very basie education was pro-
wided by the old Qur'anie sehool or
kuttab. In the 2009/ 2010 school year
Dugm had 1,240 pupils eniolled.

Muhut, meanwhile, had for long
known only a single school, whach
had no fixed ewrrieulum and where
all children of school age in the prow-
ince gathered to be educated. Today
the wuilmyat has seven Basic lewel
schools and these served 3042 pu-
puls i 2009/ 2010,

Al JTazir had a mere two schools in
the 1970, in Al Fahil and Sawqgrah,
compared with today's six, attended
by 843 pupils of both sexes. Hayma,
like ite sister wnlayat, 15 well served
for itz needs, with four schools offer-
ing general and Basie level education

Inanattempttoboost the standand
of education in these areas, all schools
which had oeeupied temporary strue-
tures were replaced. In addition, the
practice of combining classes, whach
hadlongbeena feature of the region's
schools, was phased out Teaching
standards were raised, and qualifiea-
tion requiremnents upgraded






Onuly twwo health centres existed

in this region priorte 1950 —now
there wre hospitals in Haymna and
in Daegui, as well ns clinics in other
towns and villages.

THE CROWN OF GOOD HEALTH

It 15 hard today to imagne that
as late as the 19705 the inhabitants
of Wusta, when faced with ill health
or medical emergency, were foreed
to take on the added stress of trav-
elling to neighbouring regions in
seamh of treatment Underfaking the
long journey to hospital, as often as
not on the back of a pack ammnal, it
wras not uneormonon for the patient to
die en route. Only two health centres
existed in this region prior to 1950
Today the picture is a very different

one, and quality healtheare 15 freely
available. Dugm Hospital takes care
of all the region’s internal require-
ments and ineorporates a paediat
ries urdt and responsibility for two
health eentres, at Haytam and Fas
Madrakah Hayma Feferral Hospital
spares patients and their families the
distress of travelling to Shargiyyah
or Dakhaliyyah or to the Dhofar
Muhut meanwhile has four health
centres, in Hip Sorab, Al Najdah and
Fhaluf, And Al Jazir has a hospital,
as well as health centres in Al Lakin






(Right/top) Social honsing in

the Wista region, lndics minking
leather-covered coiled basketry
from the Teaflets of the desert paltu.
In the foregrormd goat leather is
stretehed over the back of a millang
bowl, nud stitched in place to form
a watertight casing.

and Fama.

Meantime a centre for the control
and prevention of endemic diseases
opened its doors in 2006, adding to
the strides made by Wusta in the
healtheare field.

T will farn, thongh it be on nme-
wielding grovnnd”

Anyone passing through the Wus-
fa region will notice that it is for the
most part a hard land, and and un-
yielding to cultvation of any kind
Yet, despite the many obwious eom-
plications thatactas a deterrent to the
process of agrieultwral exploitation,
the first farmstead to be established
here, covering a 150-feddan (one fed-
dan = 047 heetares) tract in the en-
wvirons of Hayma, set about breaking
down all of the popular assumptions

The pioneening farmers Tere
sowed erops whach they hoped fo sell
into the local market, erops suchas elo-
wer, tomatoes, curwarber and carmots.
Later they moved on o the culbivation
of wheat, until vast swaying fields of
grain covered what had formerybeen
a barren landscape, extending further
into the outback as seienfific advances
honed their methods

In Wadi Dhurtby the willage of fu-
wayrah, some 70kms from the provan-
cial centre of Dugqm, mangmowe trees
hawve been planted wath remarkable
suecess. Meanwhile, everywhere you
g, you will see reflected the govern-
ment’s commitment to areas of tounst
interest, to the shorebne of flawless
beaches interrupted by pretty bays
and ereeks. Inland as faras the eye can
see all iz a carpet of lush green trees.
For wizitors Iooking for a unique expe-

S I

rience, this 13 nature inherbestathre.
CAVES TO MODEEN HOMES —
HOUSING SECTOR FROJECTS
To help the inhalatants of Wusta
pain a sense of belonging to their re-
gion and to dislodge their mindset
from the nomadie lifestyle, it was
essential that they be provided with
housing that would meet the needs
of a dignified life Before 1970, the
inhabitants of Al Jazir were for the
most part enpaged in fishing, living
in cave-like structures which they
constructed from stones compacted
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one abowve the other without mortar
These dwellings were prone to col-

lapse in the heavy storms that oe-
casiorally battered this region and
offered precarious shelter to thew
oceupants, all the more because they
were orly barely roofed with a type
of wicker mesh. Today Al Jaziris a
very different place, offering modern
hosing to a population that had for
long suffered and struggled to pro-
wvide themselves with lodging suited
to winter and summer extremnes

At present, 125 units, distrib-

wted between Hayma (50), Al Jazir
(50} and Dugm (25} are under con-
struction. In the willage of Khaluf
in Muhut alone, 60 umits are in the
process of being built. This scheme
15 the latestin a series of sinilar wil-
lage housing projeects, the most re-
centbeing 151 units in the village of
Al Najdah These units are well out-
fitted and come supplied with elee-
tricity and tap water Mine further
protoeols are signed and pending,
covenng a total of 236 new dwell-
ings in the villages of Muhut and



There are several water des alination
plants in this region, and

telec ommraiicati on Services are

¢ onitinnally being expanded £o reack
every suall village.

Hayma
FROM WATER, WE BROUGHT
ALLTO LIFE’

Wusta has a need to manufae-
ture potable water, having little or
no growund water of its own, with the
exeeption of a basin in Wadi Fawnab

in Al Jazir which 15 the second larg-
ezt an the whole of the Sultanate In
addition, there 15 the water reserve
diseovered between the Wusta re-
gicn and the Governorate of Dhofar.

The need to sweeten waterin thas re-
gion 15 a consequence of its long coast

line along the Arabian Sea. Henee the
desalination plants at, for instance, Higj,
Garab, Khaluf and Al Najdah, as well
as Mafun in Muhut Further plants are
located at Al Kahil, Al Lakn and the
twao Al Ghubras, North and South, in Al
Jazir Hayma meanwhile 15 served with
sweet water from plants at Hayma stgelf
and anotherat Abu Madhabd

In the past Dugm suffered ternbly
from a lack of potable water This is
1o longrer the case, for the wilayd has
four desalination plants, three of them
producing 50,000 m?apiece daily and
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the fowrth yielding 100,000 m? The
wateris distributed by truek to homes
and facilities throughout the area.

COMMUNICATIONS - REDUC-
ING DISTANCE AND CONNECT-
ING THE WORLD

Life 15 not wiable without commau-
mucation, and high-speed, stable com-
murication systems are a vital part of
contenporary life. At the press of a
bution the globe can today be trans-
formed into a village. In recopnition
of this reality, the Omani Telecom-

murnaeations Company has been de-
veloping the services offered to the
residents of Wusta. Several interna-
tional mobile phone booster installa-
tions hawve been erected in the Gowv-
ernorate’s many villages and uxlayat.
New stations are fitted out to inter-
rational specifications and now offer
coverage over vastareas of desert

AFUTURE IN COMMERCE AND
TOURISM - DUQM SEA PORT

In summer the temperatures in
Dugm drop due to ifs location on the



The new airport at Dwgu, providing
air finks to all corners of the
Suftanate, aud the ferry service
Hukiug the wilayat of Mo in £lhe
Wista with the island of Masirah
in the Sharqiyyah.

Arabian Sea coast, where it 15 exposed
to the soft, mosture-laden sea breeze
and life is balmy like the weather
From June to Septemnber Dugm 15 a
beautitul resort to wisit Iz weather
and location suggest for it a fortuitous
and significant future in commerce
and tourismn Already that future is
eotring into wiew and it iz hoped that
this positive wision of the future wall
reach a wider world, especially with
the addition of the strategically locat-
ed Dugm sea port. Added econormue
advantage to the region is offered in
the shape of the dry dock for ship re-
pairs, one of the biggest such facilities
in the world, covering as it does sorme
100 heetares. The faeility iz made up
of two principal basins and a floating

basin.

Thas dry dock project will be an
important resource, providing em-
ployment for the labour foree in
Wusta. The project is expected to
generate aloost 1,500 job opporturn-
ties when operations start

HAIMA AND DUQM AIRPORTS
- CLEAR SKIES AHEAD

The Wista region no longer trails
itz sister provinees. As development
has picked up pace, the groundwork
laid here has prepared it to absoib
several major projects eurrently in
the pipeline. Acting from the prin-
eipal of ensuring diversity of service
transport, the government gawve seri-
ous consideration before ultimately



approving the construction of two
airports, at Hayma and Dugm re-
spectively, to broaden the spectrum
of available transport links servicing
daily life in Wusta today

The twao airports will serve this 1o-
cality well, providingairlinks toall cor
ners of the Sultanate. Most importanty;
they will contribute o the growth of
eamumerce, tourism and passenger traf-
fie and enhance Wusta's interconmnee-
tions wath the rest of the Jultarate, as
well as faciitating high speed aceess to
complement the more tme-consuming
passage by land and sea.

BETWEEN MUHUT AND MASIR-
AH: SHANNAH HARBOUR
These projects do not end with

the provision of basie services. There
are more ambiticus plans to be ful-
filled. The comypletion of the Shannah
hatbour faeithty in Muhut at a eost
of RO10.3%95 rullion is one that will
bring vital econormme advanta ge to the
area. It weill link the welayat of Mubat
in Wusta wath the island of Masiah
in Shargiyyah. The new port facility
wiill inject wigpur intp exasting enter
prise and tourism on the island. The
projectalzo ineludes paving the 8.5m
wide road for a distance of 2.4 kms
from the current to the new anchor-
apge and to docks for medium sized
craft and fernes as well as fishing
areas. In addition there are plans for
a mosque and eomplex with shops,
restaurants and general amenities for



DUQM FORT

Duqgm FPort 15 a key resource within the Wusta
region smaritime transport system, favoured by its
position on the Arabian Sea close to international
shipping lanes that link East with West. Adding to
its key status 15 the dry dock facility for repairing
ships withan the port area which will be capable of
accommodating and providing maintenance and
repair services to vessels with a capacity of up o
400,000 tonnes. Forward plans see these services
extended to the giant ships of the future, which are
expected to reach cargo capacities of 600,000 tonnes.
Dugm Port 15 already one of the region’'s prime

marine complexesand this statuswill be remnforced
with completion of the current expansion works in
the second half of 2012

Given the strategic importance of the port and
the large industrial zones scheduled for inclusion
in the immediate vicimty the government in
2008 took the decision to expand the scope of
construction work: at the port to accommodate
the anticipated commercial and industrial traffic.
As such on completion of all phases, the port
enclosure will offer more than 42 berths, to a
depth of 18 meires, allocated to various dockside
activities. All types of commercial vessels will
be accommaodated. Phase One of the Dugm Port



expansion plan will involve the construchion of
more than 3 kilometres of pier. The cargo dock
will be 2750 metres long and 350 metres wide
and allow as many as eight vessels to berth at one
time. The storage facility will be direcily adjacent
to the berthing area to meet the anticipated
needs of commercial shipping as well as of the
industries which are currently projected for the
industrial zone. An additional 240 metre dock is
anticipated to serve government requirements

for contact befween incoming vessels and the
dry dock control centre.

Fhase Tiwwo of the dry dock project will deal with the
superstructure, fo include the implementation of
17 projects relating to the installations, equipment
and mechanisms necessary for operation of the dry
dock. Execution of this phase hasbeen entrusted to
local and international companies, and will include
the manufacture of a pair of heavy wron gates for
the dry dock. The gates, consisting of one 95-metre

and provide ancillary facilities for the ferry wide 1,370 tonne panel of heavy steel and a second,

dock and marina. Among the infrastructural
works scheduled for the dry dock are water and
electricity stations and a commumications hub

B0 metres wide and weighing approxamately
1,250 tons, will be 14 metres high and will be

manufactured at the project site in Dugm.



Old ronds bralt in the mid-1970s
Iave beew npgraded and Tiuked in
with a wetwwork af moderu roads.

tourists and wsitors.
GOOD ROADS AND COMFORT-
ABLE TRAVEL

Good and smooth roads are eru-
eial if toariem is tobecome a suce ess-
ful and profitable option. With this
in mind, proposals for an upgrading
of existing transport links between
the country’'s north and south were
exarmnined wvery closely A pnonty
wias to upprade the old roads builtin
the mid-1970s and link these in with
a network of modern roads.

Major link mads connect Wusta to
other regions, and these inelude the
Mizwa highway in the Dakluliyah and
the carnageways from Thurnmayt in the
Dhofar to Mudayba in the Sharqiyah.

A il ainter-regional project cur-

rently underway involves the pav-
ing of the 160 km highway linking
Shannah-Al Ashkhara in the wrlmoyet
of Jaalan Bani Bu Ali with the Shangi-
vah. On completion, this artery will
prowvide direct access between the
two regions and benefit eollaborative
and shared participation in the econ-
omy; trade and tourism potential of
the area. The upgraded mad will fa-
cilitate travel to and from the Wusta
region genetally and the wiloyat of
Muhut and its villages in particular
Internal roads: 180 ke of high-
way hink Hayma and Dugm A fur
ther 250 ks of highway runs from
Hayma to Al Jazir Finally, Hayma
iz linked to Muhutby a new 249 lkan
road that joins the two wtlayats by



way of Sayh Al Zamayim.
FROMTHE ROMANCE OF CAN-
DLELIGHT TO THE ILLUMINAT-
ING GLOW OF ELECTRICITY

If you were to view the vast Whas-
ta region from a distance you could
be forgiven for thinking it devoid of
any and all serviees; water, electrie-
ity moads and the like. Butas you get
closer, you will be struck by the visi-
ble signs of development and moder
nity: Anyone famliar with the affans
of Wusta forty years agp, on seeing
the comforting glow of eleetrie light
illurmninating the willages and residen-
tial estates in the mountains and out-
back, will know that this dream was a
diffieult one fo realize. Butit hasbeen
realised, and this is one of the many
friitful harvests of the Renaissanee.

The Al Falil power station 1n Al
Jaziris a poineipal source of electrie-
ity; but there are many others — Hay-
tam, Fas Madrakah and Wadi A’Sa1
in Dugm, and Sarab, Fhaluf, Hij
and Al MNajdah in Muhaut, as well as
Hayma and Ajaiz in the wiloyat of
Hayma. A number of other stations
are planned to serve the willapes
seattered about this region

FREOMEAS MADRAKAHTO
THE PINK POOLS: THE CHARM
I5 IN THE DETAILS

Wusta will charm you with the
abundance of its many wisual gifts -
from sprawling desert to quiet shore,
plain to mountain highlands.

Beautiful coastal willages such as
Fas Madmkah in Dugm stand out
apainst dramate mountam and moek

formations set between the glitter
ing water and polden sands, where
tongues of high cliff slip into the sea.

Outdoor enthusiasts surf the
waves here or fish in the clear wa-
ters, watched by wheeling seabirds
and seutthing erabs. The metal mad
is bringing tourists o these parts in
greater numbers, as well as groups of
youngsters on elub and S@te sehool
outings. Some are from Qaboos Ur-
wersity. Manyare condurting seientif-
ic regearch in the pretty willage, with
its many elevations.

Toursm will always be a prvotal
income earner for the Al Jazir wrlayat,
with its prime attrachions, such as
Fas Sawgrah and the pink pocls and
the caves in the Al Lakbi mountains.
The walleys hawe the appearance
of green streaks on a broad sea of
desert. The pink lagnon is here too,
spreading out from the point where a
number of wadis meet the shoreline.

Sawgrah is perhaps best known
as the place where the mountains
finally eome down to meet the sea.
Fas Sawgrah is a barren promon-
tory where the mountiins drop off
precipitously into the waters of the
Arabian Sea. Visttors come here fo
contemnplate a mmesmerising scene,
best observed from a point around
10 metres above sea level.

The island-lover should head for
Mubut, whieh has three islands. The
most important of these iz Muhut
igland, surrounded on every side
by mangrove. The lesser island of
Al Pak has delightful natural views.
Finally, “Ab island iz home to many

572573

(Overlenf) Fishermen iu the Wrsta
are well -kueun for their seasonal
prawn and squid catelies.
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THE PINK POOLS

In the Wusta region, 12 Filometres east of Al Kahilan
amazing natural phenomenon i= to be found in the
A layet of Al Jazir at the famouss Pink Poals.

The intense coloraton of these Sabkhas (salt flats
which oeeur along and coastlines) 15 mostly due
to the growth of speecific salt tolerant (halophilie)
rmicto-organisms trapped in the extensive saline
erusts. A red-oranpe colour is associated wath the
pigments of Archaea and the umeellular green algae,
whereas preen coloumtion depends on pigments of

cyanobactenia (blue-green alpae). Archaea are single-
celled micro-orpanisms, simdlar but evolutionally
distinet from bactena.

The striking red-orange eolour of miem-organisms 15
due to theirhigh contentof camtenoid pipments —also
cornmonly found in carmots and aprnicots. Carotenoids
protect microbes, their proteins and DNA fiom
intensive solar ultra violet radiation by absorbing it
Meanwhile, micro-organisms without camtenpids
can protect themselves from solar radiationby finding
suitable life conditions belowr the surface.



varieties of seabird, prineipal among
them pulls, bustards, herons, terns
and many other nigrant species.

WADIS AND SPRINGS ... CAVES
AND CREEKS

The broad expanses of the Wusta
repion are peppered with springs
and valleys. Hayma has three water
springs. One, called Buwi A1 Hawyja,
15 sheltered by an enormous boulder
that spreads over a stone base, giv-
ing it the appearance of a natural
umbrella. The Ain Al Asla'a spring
15 south west of Al Habor and again
i5 marked out by an overhang sit-
ting on a pillar of mek, shading the
spring waters beneath. The third
spring, Qarn Aanour, or the "goat
horn' 15 4n a sething that features salt
dunes and natural springs

The water spring at Al Paki is
surmounded by a thick belt of palm
trees and lush grasses. Here also 15
the steep bluff known as Al Hugf. a
mare and wondrous sight to behold.
In Dugm the springs have curative
properties and the sulphumus waters
of "Ayn Say are sought out by people
suffering from skin conditions.

Visitors to Al Jazer will quickly
fall in lowe wath the stll, lapgoon-
like waters of the pink pools in Al
Eahil and be capbvated by the cosy
Ehawrs, or ereeks, that pit the rug-
ged eoastline, such as Ehawr Ghawi
and Khawr Sawgrah. Close by are
the inland wadis of Fawnab and
Ghudan, with their sweet waters

Muhut too 15 blessed with green
wadis and fresh springs, most popu-
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lar among them the sprnings of Ayn
Fadi and Ayn Massoud and, on the
coast, the pretty inlets of Kanasah
and Fhaver Al Milh,

Hayma has eawves, most notably
the Al Faki eave north east of Jalu-
ra, which has an internal spring, al-
though the water is not suitable for
drinking. In the Masalak cawve, water
drips from abowve, even though on
inspection no such drops are visible
an the ceiling. Then there iz the Wads
Saraf cave, set below pround lewvel
and accessible through an operung
wihich leads toa deseending passage.
A fourth cawve in these parts goes by
the name of Qutar.

HAYMA ... PROTECTING ANIL-
MALS AND THE LANDSCAFE

Hayrma 1z the not only the home of
the oryx Itis an area of extraondinary
geclopy and a natural habitat of are
wiorld sipmaficance. Its qualifications
for this responsibility come from its
mole as a eonservation area for animal
species and ecological balance Along
wiith the many vaneties of graeeful ga-
zelle, dezert hares, sand foxes, moun-
tain grats and other rare animals are
some 130 speeies of bardlife, 23 of
whach are indigenous, including the
majestic polden eagle, spotted thick-
knee and the Houbara bustand.

SUMMER JOURNEY AND SEASON
OF MIGRATION TO THE NOETH
The beaches of Dugm glitter with
elearseas and pure simpoth sands, dis-
turbed only by gentle cooling breezes.
Shasmyr beach 15 around 20 krne from
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(Top) Ommn has recorded s ome 450
species of birdlife, and here Greater
Flamiugees look spectacrdar when
in flight. (Below) Mangrove trees
{Avicennia marina) protecting the
et 0 - s tens.
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Couservation arens protect rare
antmals, nud crafts and sl2ils are
handed down frou one generation
te the mext. This area has some of
the best spinners and weavers.

the distriet capital and 15 especaally
beautiful Some distance away are
the empty shuttered homes of fish-
ermen gone north for the season In
summer the fishermen abandon the
wind-blown seas of the monsoon sea-
son whieh are hard to navigate and
they pass the season farmeng many
migrating 0 Dakhaliyyah or Shar
giyyah. After the end of the hot date
season, which keeps them oceupred
dunng the summer months, they re-
turn to their coastal wllages. Alternat-
ing between the fruts of the palmand

the sea, Omamni fishermen and farmers
live out productive lives, so long as
thiz abundanee of land and sea pmo-
tects them fiom farmune and want, as
indeed ithas done for many centuries.

AKTS AND CRAFTS.... .. MAN'S
RESOURCES OF TIMEAND PLACE

Hayma has a long history of ex-
cellence in the mising of ammals,
herding camels, goats and sheep
This reputation extends to the wvet
erinary arts, in which the mazimurm
use 15 made of the plant medicines
that grow wild in the desert.

The inhabitants of Muhut also
make a living from fishing and mais-
ing livestoek, while some engage in
farming Muhut has over 70 farmes
specializing in wegetable erops,
dates and amamal fodder Al Jazir iz
where nets are made and boats are
built, textles wowven and leather
goods made from eamel and poat
skan. If there iz a eraft or skill that
one distriet has perfeeted over an-
other, it is Likely to be one that has
been practiced there from the dis-
tant past and handed down from
one generation to the next. Hayma
has some of the best spinners and
weavers, palm weawvers and leather
goods. Dugmm has a long traditon of
herding, as well as diverse handi-
crafis and spinning and weaving
using local matenals such as poat
and other animal hair Muhut has
long been celébrated for its boat
building skills and the transport of
goods and passengers from Oman
to East Africa, India and other Afn-
can ports, carmrying Omani merchan-



dise and returrung with goods for
eigri to Oman. Al Jazir, the sea lowver
and seaman's friend, with its mmles
of coastline and shore along the
Arabian Sea, manufactures oars and
nets, as well as palm wowven goods
and leathercraft

Wusta's musieal tradition is spon-
aneous, exuberant and passionate.
Proeimity and a sinnilar lifestyle and
livelihood influences the arts among
the indigenous peoples of these ar
eas, expressed in a common poetie
meter that accompanies them in the
rhythmes of their working and soeial
lives, as they fish and harvest and
celebrate, at weddings and religious
and national festive oeeasions. Some
provinees stll preserve the old sing-
ing and drunming traditons of al
razhe, ol a'zz, al taghrud and al tang,
and Muhut in parfieular is noted for
al tosoll, a form of sea shanty per
formed on festive oceasions

SPORTS ... HEALTH AND CON-
STRUCTION

The Oman povernmenthas shared
a serious commitment to enhane-
ing the physical abiliies and shkills
af young people and the Ministry of
Sports Affairs 15 currently implement-
ing a progranmme w© insall indoor
arenas and games pitches at schools
in the Wusta region. An indoor sports
arena and football piteh will be at-
ached to Hayma Basie School, Dugm
Sehool and Al Lakba Sehool in Al fazrn
as well as Muhut School.

In Wusta, as in every regon of
Oman, 1t 15 appropnate always o
look for the human in nature and for
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(Tep) the prawn fisling scas ou

in full szving, and (belove ) Nafio
isfand wiich lies owt at sea north
of Diugus. Soc otra Cormornnis
roost here during their seas oual
migration.
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OMAN IN FACTS AND FIGURES

Aren 309,500 square kilometres

Capital Musecat

Religion Elam

Offical Languapge Arabie (English widely spoken in the economae

and educational sectors)

Time GMT + 4
Currency Omani Rial = USH2 60 (387 baizazs = USH1)
Chimate Hot and humed surmnmers, moderately cold winters

Economic Indicators

Unit 2009
Gross Domestie Product (GDP) at current prices Million PO 177311
Total Government Revenue Million F.O 6,748 4
Total Government Expenditure Million RO 6,700.5
Awverape Daily Oil Production 1.000barrels 813
Ayerape Price of Oil over the Year (§//barrel) LI5§ 5a.67
Total Commmodity Exports Million F.O 10.632.0
Of which Non-oil Exports of Omani Onigin Million RO 1,840.5
Total Commodity Imports Million RO 6,864.2
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Social Indicators

Uit 2009
Total population 1,000 3173
Omanis 1,000 2,017
Expatriates 1,000 1,156
Infant mnortality per 1,000 live births 060
Hospitals Mo ile]
Hospital beds Mo 5631
Doctors per 1,000 population 1.80
Male and female nurses per 1,000 population  3.81
Sehools No 1,418
Students / pupils 1,000 629.353
Cvil serace employees 1,000 159.538
Omamis registered with the Public
Auythority for Social Insumnce 1,000 158.315
Private sector expatriate employees 1,000 B74 245
Asphalted roads km 25,026
Internet subserbers 1,000 78.135
Hotels and aceormmodation Mo 219
Electricity production GW/H 18,405
Electrieity distribution GW/H 17,632
Water production Million pallons 39,657
Water distribution Million pallons 39,462




GLOSSARY

Arm
Askar
Ay

Ayyalaic

Baghlai:

B

Bar'alc

Bamsh:
Bl
B
Abba
Buisld:

Borom

tradition of recibing poetry
of pride and praise without
musical accompaniment.
The poet recites his poem
and shakes his sword .
Cloak worn by Muszlim
wormen

water cpring

guard

type of falaj armpaton
channel

Tradihonal form of dance.
Participants stand an 2
paralle]l rows and take turns
in cingang a poetic chant
large chip distnguizhable
by itz huph poop deck and
quarter galleries, it transom
stern being prerced by five
window apertures and it
often elaborately carved
tribal prefocmeaning ‘tha son
of’

dance and music performed
by two men, representng
youthful exmberance
{Southern region)

house of palm wood
conctruction

noble lady

{(Son of Abbadi) women's
singing in the Shargiyah
repion

cloak worn over the male
dishdasha

superseded the baghlaliin
Ciman as an ocean-going

Broga:

Bt

Doz car:

Dian deo

Dermruvesz:
Do
Dhbrart

D heces b
Dhu' oo
Falaj:

Feddame:
Forfar:

Fromis:

Ghal:

Chaf

and passenger vessel

mack worn by some Muchm
wWomen

Monotheca bioafolie tree wiath
edibla purple black berry
fruit, 1.5cm i diameter

a poetry competition

in which poets recite
mprovised poetryin

the mountain language
(Southern region)

name for women's singing .
It1z accompanied by
clapping and ululation
gateways in defencive walls
type of irrigation channel
{falmy}

elegiac poetry expressing
sorrow and anguish
(Southern region)

robe worn by men

palm branch mat which i=
Iaid on the sand
channelled water
distribution system (pl
afla)

ane =042 hectares
Tecomelle imdulate 1= a chrub
or cmall free with larpe

pale yellow to deep omange
showy flowers

branches of the date palm
tree

type of seasomal irmpaton
channel (falay) which draws
water from the wadibaze
flowr or the mountains
Prosopms amenna tree



Ghmjal:

Hubbut

Hiddbuf:

Halwe:

Harmdwl:

Hixrbal
al-boosic

Iradiesmc

Trreome
Jebrael Jebel:

Jivz:

boat wery similar to the
baghlzh. The steam-head
ornament iz howewara
small rounded projechion
cared wath concentne
cireles, sur mounted by a
trefodl crast

traditional form of
horsemanship and
swordsmanship display

in the Southern Bepion.
Participants walk

in succeeding lines
brandiching their weapons
—dagpers, swords and guns
—as they leap high intn the
air. Poetry 1z recated duning
the ceremony

a cistern whach seceives
water from a falay

Omani sweetmeat of starch,
sugar, ghee, roce water and
almonds ete

parade of singing men as
they walk i horizontal
lines, one behind the other.
The procession i= led by two
drummers,

with camels and Jwral al-
kil =writh hores

the form of Islam wadely
followed n Oman, based on
the doctrine of Abdullah thn
Ibadh

relipious leader

mountan

small iron bladed axe,

Fhles

E e

Eeetha:

Ehmwr:
Ehbz:

Elomz

Koo
Lalaf.
Lmsn:
Lithatr:
Matesel:

Madar:

Moardam:

Malfis-

Mild-

traditionally carnied by the
men in the Muzandam

one of the best vanetes

of date prowmn in Cman.
Yellow in colowur.

curved dagger worn by
Cmarni men on ceremonsal
oCccasions

monsoon

women's Ceramony
trancplanbng a cmall tree
creek /lagoon

bread

a popular variety of date
grown in Oman. Deep red
in colour.

embrowderad cap worn by
men oninformal oceasions
headscarf worn by some
COmani women

a 21/ Zmetre length of
cloth used as a woman's
head covering

Frcus cordata tree

type of date whach 1z boiled
i water

tradibion of music and
dance performed at
relipious feasts in the South.
tradibon of music and
poetry, performed for
entertamnment

mmoom where men and
women receive their visitors
recitation held m
celebraton of the barth of
Prophet Muhammad, and
on other religsous and social
oCcasions
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Mashoa:

Ademoa digitntn deciduous
large tree, 20-30metres @ll

Mimslnkeek: small grilled kebabs

Massar:

Mawld:

Mz haal:

Mima
Misty:

embroidered turban won
by men

the recitation of the
Prophet'z biography in
prose

niche in the mocque, whers
an Imam stands to lead
prayers facing towards
Iecea

seaport/hathour

Prinmes ambreus, a sort of

wild plum tree

Mizwalair sundial

MNamn:

Madbal:

MNasl:
Nayruz:

Meel:
i yalbat:
Musl:
Odfiyah:
Oharmrh

songs sung by beduins i
the mountain- of Dhofar
a ‘cry’ to arouse the
emotons. Tradihonal in the
Mumandam.

blade of the kivmgar

Men and women sing
together as they walk
towards the zea on the
Batinah coastto celebrate
the Sprng and the
beginning of the fiching
season. The women carry
palm leaves.

indigo plant

cub-dictrict

reed found in wadis
meat or fish on the top ofa
pile of rice

small pulley fitted on the
prow of a boat

height of an averape man

Ohasafi/

Ciessafiyele the fast chythmic mzhal

Qs
Ohata'al

Rabubal:

Eazhah

Sabatad:
Sadr:

Salam:
Sererdriag:
Saqastant:

ke

Saroo):
Somalc
S’

Shakic
Sharic

performed by the youth
handle ofa khanpr
curved and decorated part
of the khmah

traditional dance of the
Southern region. 4 dancers
stand 1n a sow opposite 4
female dancers.

Salvadonz perstea (footh-
brush tree) which 1z preen
throupghout the year.
head, cape

traditonal form of dance,
ezzznhially the art of zword
dushng

small, overhead rooms
top of the cheath of the
khanar

Aehren berpiana shrub
boat uzed for pearking
spouts throwugh which hot
date treacle was poured
onto unwanted visitor
September to December,
following the monsoon

1n Salalah when there 1=
wegetation

burnt clay

water channel

lowest quality of
frankincense

tribal leader

songs and dances
performed atwedding
ceremonies during the
application of henna



Sladvan

Slonpia
Sidr:
Soug:

S

Ta'munl:

Tabseel:
Taghrood:
Tahlulale
Taymgnals
Taio
Tang:
Tasyeef
Thareed:
Ll

LI Lo

Llrszy:

a musical tradibon of sadlors
that combines work and
pleasire

meat cooked underground
at Fad festivals

Ziz plois s lmsh (trea )
market place

Acarta toriils {thorn bush
tree)

singing performed during
the gathering of dry wood
from the dezert

place where the mabsecl
dates are proceszed

the singing of camel riders
the teacher reciteza
relipious poem which the
parading children repeat
celebration for a child who
haz completed the task of
memornizng the Cha'ran
mountain poat

tormof Bedoumn singing
performed on camelback
singing performed during
the wheatand barley
harwest

shew

silver bracelet

female singang, the poetry is
based on prase and love
rice pounded with chicken
of meat

W'l

Wi
Walr yaf

Walt:
Wl

mountam goat (used for
both tahr and thex)

driad up river bed

women sing and ectablich
the thythem by chaking a
silver bracelet on one amm,
while holding the shoulder
of the women next to her
writh the hand of the other
arm

local povernor of an area
nostalgic chants
performedby a lone
Bedowin singer to entertaim
himizelf and to wasd off
cleep during a long naght

pourney on camelback

Wilzyat: district
Wizar: loin cloth worm by men (usually

under a dichdazha)

Zaffat al arpes: the bride’s procession

Frkert:
Zamal:

Zamaf.

Zarugafc

to her new home. The
procession may be
accompanied by drummang,
cboe playing, and mnging
alms giving

common name for et
(zee abowe)

horn of the rfhanoceros (used
at the top of the khangpr)
boat
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