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QATAR, US SIGN
RAFT OF DEALS

Doha, Qatar - US President
Donald Trump arrived in
Qatar on Wednesday, his
second stop in his Gulf tour
following his visit to Saudi
Arabia.

Trump and Sheikh Tamin bin
Hamad al Thani, Emir of
Qatar, signed a raft of deals
following their meeting in
Doha. He said Qatar Airways
has placed a "record" order
for 160 planes with Boeing
worth more than $200bn.

A letter of offer and
acceptance for MQ-9B
drones was also among the
deals signed. They agreed on
a statement of intent on
defence cooperation
between the US and Qatar.
Trump said he discussed the
world, the war in Ukraine
and Iran - which he describ-
ed as an "interesting situat-
ion". "l have a feeling it's
going to work out," he said.

Oman wins T20l women'’s
series against Bahrain 3-0

Khalid al Khalifan turns palm
waste into durable doors

(ONA)

GCC leaders call for ending Gaza war

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia - Gulf leaders called
for ending the Israeli war on Gaza and
supporting Syria during the GCC-US
Summit on Wednesday with US Presi-
dent Donald Trump in the Saudi capital.

Addressing the summit, Saudi Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman called re-
lations with Washington “strategic”.

“We are cooperating with the US to
de-escalate the situation in Gaza, end the
war and find a comprehensive solution
to the Palestinian issue," he said.

Prince Salman welcomed Trump's de-
cision to lift sanctions imposed on Syria.
"We affirm our respect for Syria's sover-
eignty and support for the government's
efforts to achieve security. We comme-
nd President Trump's decision to lift san-
ctions on Syria, which will alleviate the
suffering of the Syrian people," he said.

Kuwait's Emir Sheikh Meshal al
Ahmad al Sabah called for strengthening
efforts by the international community to
ensure Syria's security and stability, pre-
serve its sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity, end the suffering of its people,
and halt foreign interference in its affairs.

On Tuesday, Trump said during the
Saudi-US Investment Forum in Riyadh
that he would order removal of “brutal
and crippling” US sanctions on Syria to
give the country “a chance at greatness”.

Bahrain's King Hamad bin Isa al Khal-
ifa praised Trump's effective diplomatic
efforts to achieve peace and stability in
the Middle East and the world. “We ap-
preciate Trump's decision to lift eco-
nomic sanctions on Syria, and we look
forward to further cooperation to achieve
a safe, stable and prosperous region that
includes all its countries,” he said.

"This wise policy represents a unique
opportunity to move together towards
achieving a just and lasting peace that
guarantees the rights of the Palestinian
people through a two-state solution, pre-
serves regional security and stability, and
contributes to making the region free of
weapons of mass destruction, thus pre-
venting an arms race."

Following the summit, Trump trav-
elled to Qatar on the second leg of his
current Gulf tour. He is also scheduled to
visit the United Arab Emirates.

Trump’s ‘strategic diplomacy highly welcome’

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia - H H Sayyid
Asaad bin Tarik al Said, Deputy Prime
Minister for International Relations and
Cooperation Affairs and Personal Rep-
resentative of His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik, led Oman's delega-
tion to the GCC-US Summit in Riyadh
on Wednesday.

Representing His Majesty the Sul-
tan, H H Sayyid Asaad conveyed his
greetings and best wishes for the suc-
cess of the summit, thanking Saudi
Arabia for its hospitality and the United
States for its partnership.

"We meet here today at a historical
moment, one that we hope will help
shape a better future for the Middle
East and chart a path of stability, pros-
perity and goodness for all," H H Sayyid
Asaad said.

He highlighted the deep, long-term
strategic ties between the Gulf states

and the US, noting their shared com-
mitment to political, economic, tech-
nological and defence cooperation.
Addressing regional challenges, he
expressed concern over the humani-
tarian crisis in Gaza, describing it as a
consequence of decades of illegal Is-
raeli occupation. He called for the es-

tablishment of an independent Pales-
tinian state, emphasising that true
peace and stability can only be
achieved through a just resolution of
the Palestinian issue.

H H Sayyid Asaad also praised the
"constructive role" of US President
Donald Trump in resolving the conflict
in Yemen and maintaining security in
the Red Sea, while welcoming ongoing
US-Iran talks on nuclear non-prolifera-
tion as a step towards lasting regional
stability. “The Trump administration's
pursuit of a policy of strategic diplo-
macy - which favours dialogue and
deal-making over escalation and con-
frontation - represents an exemplary
approach that is highly welcomed by
us. By engaging all parties and by chal-
lenging outdated theories, the United
States has opened a practical path for
real positive change.”

New Al committee to guide

Oman launches MENA region's

digital future of Oman

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Ministry of Transport, Communi-
cations and Information Technol-
ogy (MTCIT) has formed a
national committee of artificial
intelligence specialists from both
the public and private sectors to
advance the sultanate's Al
agenda in line with Oman Vision
2040 and the country's digital
transformation strategy.

The committee has been
tasked with guiding national ef-
forts to integrate Al into key sec-
tors such as education,
healthcare, logistics, finance and
public services. Acting as a na-
tional think tank, it will provide
expert insights on emerging Al
technologies and their practical
applications in addressing real-
world challenges.

A ministry official said the
committee’s responsibilities in-
clude advising the government
on Al policies, developing educa-
tion and training programmes,
and reviewing existing legislation
related to Al. The committee will

also recommend measures to en-
hance Omani expertise in Al, pro-
pose updates to regulatory
frameworks, and monitor global
Al developments to assess their
impact on the sultanate.

A significant part of its man-
date involves addressing
the ethical aspects of Al, includ-
ing guidelines for transparency,
accountability and data prot-
ection. These guidelines will
reflect Omani cultural values
while aligning with international

standards.

In addition, the committee will
shape frameworks for Al-related
education and research collabo-
rations with international institu-
tions. It will also identify sectors
with high potential for Al-driven
economic diversification and pre-
pare strategic roadmaps to sup-
port public-private partnerships
aimed at accelerating Al adop-
tion in the sultanate.

The committee is expected to
evaluate potential risks, such as

algorithmic bias and misuse of
personal data, to promote re-
sponsible innovation and safe-
guard society.

Chaired by Dr Ahmed Saeed
al Ma'ashari, Assistant Professor
at College of Engineering in Sul-
tan Qaboos University, commit-
tee members include Ibrahim
Abdullah al Hosni from Oman
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry, Ghada Nasser al Kharousi
from Central Bank of Oman,
Mahmoud Nasser al Nafei from
Invospark, Dr Riyadh Abdul Aziz
al Balushi from Decree Company,
Dr Younis Saeed al Angoudi from
Transom Handling, and Tawwa
Abdullah al Dawood from
MTCIT.

Formation of the committee
comes as Oman seeks to position
Al as a cornerstone of its National
Digital Economy Programme.
MTCIT aims to improve and
unify the country’'s Al efforts
under a coordinated national
strategy, ensuring Oman is well-
prepared to leverage future tech-
nologies while managing related
risks responsibly.

first Circularity Gap Report

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman has launched the Circular-
ity Gap Report (CGR) Oman Pro-
ject, a first-of-its-kind initiative in
the region aimed at advancing
sustainable resource use and
building a roadmap for a circular
economy in line with Oman Vi-
sion 2040.

The project, spearheaded by
Ministry of Economy and sup-
ported by be'ah, was formally un-
veiled during a stakeholder
roundtable on Wednesday that
brought together government of-
ficials, industry leaders, aca-
demics and representatives from
Circle Economy - an organisation
based the Netherlands behind
the global CGR initiative.

The effort marks a key mile-
stone in the sultanate's commit-
ment to sustainability, with the
project set to assess current re-
source consumption and identify
areas where circularity can be
improved. This includes reducing
waste and ensuring resources are
reused efficiently across all
stages of the economic cycle.

“The concept of a circular

DR AISHA AL SARIHIYYA

economy extends beyond mere
waste recycling; it ensures the
optimal use of resources
throughout all stages of the eco-
nomic cycle,” said Dr Aisha al
Sarihiyya, Economic Expert at
Ministry of Economy. “It en-
hances the connection between

supply chains and, in turn, gener-
ates economic and social benefits
alongside environmental gains.”

The project positions Oman as
aregional leader in circular econ-
omy planning. lvonne Bojoh, CEO
of Circle Economy, said, “Today
marks the first roundtable for the
Circularity Gap Report Oman -
the first of its kind in the MENA
region. The collaboration among
Omani stakeholders is a strong
signal of the country’s readiness
to lead systemic change for fu-
ture generations.”

Tamara Fieldboer, Director at
Circle Economy, added, “We saw
Oman's circular vision come to
life through critical dialogue and
practical solutions. The diverse
perspectives and shared leader-
ship demonstrated today will
drive the nation's circular transi-
tion forward.”

The baseline report currently
under development will offer de-
tailed insights and recommenda-
tions to guide Oman's national
strategy on circularity. It is ex-
pected to play a key role in
achieving the sustainability and
economic resilience targets set
out in Vision 2040.
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2.4mn tonnes recycling boosts circular economy

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Oman recycled 2.4mn tonnes of
construction and demolition
waste in 2024, marking a signif-
icant step in its push for environ-
mental sustainability and circular
economy growth.

The achievement was high-
lighted during a two-day work-
shop titled ‘Environmental
Sustainability of Construction
and Demolition Waste Manage-
ment: Challenges and Opportu-
nities in the Sultanate of Oman’,
organised by the Environment
Authority (EA) in cooperation
with be'ah.

Dr Mohammed bin Saif al
Kalbani, Director General of En-
vironmental Affairs at EA, said

the workshop addressed the
state of construction and demo-
lition waste management in

Oman, outlining key challenges
and opportunities.
“The initiative reflects Oman'’s

commitment to environmental
protection, pollution control, and
the circular economy - all of

which are integral to achieving
balanced economic growth and
sustainability in line with Oman
Vision 2040," he said.

Kalbani noted that EA is work-
ing with public and private stake-
holders to strengthen waste
management regulations. Recent
efforts include the launch of the
National Waste Management
Policy, the drafting of a Waste
Sector Law, and the issuance of
integrated waste management
regulations.

As part of these efforts, EA
has licensed 32 sites across var-
ious governorates for the recep-
tion and storage of construction
and demolition waste through
the first quarter of 2025. Ten of
these sites alone accounted for
the recycling of 2.4mn tonnes of

waste in 2024.

However, Kalbani warned that
large volumes of waste remain
unrecycled, with some entities
opting for unsustainable prac-

tices like dredging wadis, dump-
ing in public areas, and
unregulated soil transport. He
emphasised the need for stricter
regulations and incentives to

curb these practices.

To further support recycling,
the EA is proposing that govern-
ment and private infrastructure
projects be required to source a
portion of raw materials from re-
cycled waste.

The workshop also reviewed
regional and international best
practices and explored strategies
to enhance public-private part-
nerships, promote green invest-
ments, and strengthen national
recycling capabilities.

Sessions covered the devel-
opment of a clear regulatory
framework for waste manage-
ment, including binding legisla-
tion,  technical  standards,
private-sector incentives, and ef-
fective monitoring systems to
ensure compliance.

Muscat, Tender Board to host first
Governorates’ Ambassadors Forum

Muscat - The Governorate of
Muscat, in cooperation with the
Secretariat General of the Ten-
der Board, will host the first Gov-
ernates’ Ambassadors Forum
from May 20-22.

The event aims to strengthen
institutional integration and ex-
change expertise among various
government entities.

The forum will bring together
specialists and professionals in
project management and admin-
istrative governance from the of-
fices of the governors across
Oman.

The forum seeks to establish
effective communication chan-
nels between stakeholders, share
best practices in contracts, ten-
ders, and project management,
and support balanced develop-
ment. It also aims to enhance
governmental coordination at
the governorate level while
showcasing key projects imple-
mented in Muscat.

The agenda includes an offi-
cial opening ceremony, followed
by specialised sessions and

workshops.

On the second day, partici-
pants will conduct a field visit to
observe vital projects in Muscat,
bridging theoretical knowledge
with practical application.

The forum will conclude on its
third day with the presentation of
working papers by experts from
Muscat Governorate and the
Secretariat General of the Ten-
der Board.

This event serves as an oppor-
tunity to enhance the local ca-
pacities and refine operational
tools within the governors’ of-

fices, aligning with Oman’s de-
centralisation strategy to em-
power governorates with broader
mandates. It also contributes to
balanced and sustainable devel-
opment across all regions.

It is worth mentioning that
this is the first forum of its kind
organised by the Tender Board in
partnership with the gover-
norates. It is set to be held peri-
odically, rotating among different
governorates, to standardise
practices and improve institu-
tional frameworks in contracts
and tenders.

Compensation for property
owners affected by rail project

Muscat - Ministry of Housing
and Urban Planning has called
on citizens whose properties
are affected by the North Bati-
nah railway project to com-
plete formalities for cash and
in-kind compensation.

In an official announcement,
the ministry urged affected res-
idents to visit the Directorate
General of Housing and Urban
Planning in Suhar between
May 18 and May 30, during
regular working hours.

The compensation process
applies to all land uses im-

pacted by the rail project - res-
idential, commercial and indus-
trial. Applicants are required to
present original identification

documents. In cases where the
property owner is unable to at-
tend in person, a valid power of
attorney is needed. The original
title deed of the affected prop-
erty must also be submitted.

The Oman-UAE Railway
Project, which involves invest-
ments amounting to RO1.15bn
and spans 238km, is part of
Oman's wider push to expand
its transport and logistics in-
frastructure and is expected to
play a significant role in con-
necting key economic zones
and reducing travel time.
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Dhofar youth contest offers RO11,000 in cash prizes

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Ministry of Culture, Sports and
Youth has launched the second
edition of the Qeemah competi-
tion under the theme ‘Innovation
in Local Industries’ in coopera-
tion with Dhofar Governor's Of-
fice.

The competition aims to en-
courage young people in Dhofar
to develop creative, non-tradi-
tional solutions to modern chal-
lenges in alignment with Oman'’s
economic diversification goals
under Vision 2040.

Mohammed Abdullah Bat-
mira, Director of Qeemah, said
this year's competition is divided
into two main categories - one
for entrepreneurs and small and
medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs), and the second for high
school students.

“The competition includes

several stages, such as training
workshops and an ‘ideas race’,
culminating in an awards cere-

mony on May 22 with cash
prizes of up to RO11,000 for the
top three entries. Winning pro-

jects will be mentored till August
2025."
According to Batmira, the

competition aims to generate
local added value by tapping into
Dhofar's natural resources, tradi-
tional crafts and economic po-
tential. “The goal is to help
participants turn their ideas into

viable projects - whether techni-
cal, entrepreneurial or industrial
- and reach regional and interna-
tional markets.”

The competition’s objectives
include supporting economic
diversification, creating em-
ployment opportunities, guiding
youth to invest in local re-
sources, and raising Dhofar's in-
novation index. It also aims to

foster the development of com-
petitive national products and
promote awareness of the eco-
nomic benefits of locally added
value.

In addition to its direct goals,

MOHAMMED ABDULLAH BATMIRA

the competition seeks to en-
hance the SME ecosystem, build
youth capacity in volunteerism
and event management, and es-
tablish Dhofar as a hub for local
innovation. It also aims to high-
light economic opportunities
across the governorate's wilay-
ats, encourage a culture of
healthy competition among
youth, and provide platforms for

creative expression and invest-
ment.

Batmira informed that teams
of up to five members can partic-
ipate, and entries must be origi-
nal, practical and clearly

presented in a concise concept
note. Ideas must not have been
previously registered as intellec-
tual property.

The Qeemah competition is
part of Oman's broader push to
support innovation and en-
trepreneurship, particularly
among its younger population, as
the sultanate diversifies its econ-
omy beyond oil.
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DHOFAR FOODS AND INVESTMENT (SAOG)

P.O. Box 1220 — PC 211 — Phone 23225381 — Fax 23225258

Chairman’s Report

Dear Shareholders,

On behalf of the Board of Directors, | am pleased to present the
unaudited results regarding the company’s performance for the
three-month period ended on 31st March 2025.

Financial Performance

Parent Company

The revenue for the period stood at RO 10.06 million, reflecting a
notable increase of 3% compared to RO 9.74 million compared to the
corresponding period of last year 2024. Our gross profit margin
remained flat, 23.30% compared to 23.34% in 2024.The substantial
increase in revenue can be attributed to an increase in volume.

The company’s net profit after tax reported RO 0.40 million compared
to RO 0.24 million for the same period last year.

Group Company

The revenue for the period stood at RO 26.58 million, reflecting a
notable increase of 18% compared to RO 23.44 million compared to
the corresponding period of last year 2024. Our gross profit margin
reduced, reaching 15.84% compared to 17.37% in 2024.This reduction
is majorly contributed by Dhofar Poultry Co.

The group’s net profit is reported to be RO 0.49 million compared to a
loss of RO 6,236 for the same period last year.

Corporate Governance & Internal Control

The Company and its Board of Directors believe that to succeed on a
sustainable basis, it must maintain high standards of corporate
governance towards its shareholders, employees, consumers, and
community. To this end, the Board has constituted the Audit
Committee and the Executive, Nomination and Remuneration
Committee.The Company has always and will remain focused on good
corporate governance.

Your company has adhered to all the regulations covering corporate
governance in Oman and your Board is fully committed to ensure
compliance of all the applicable rules and regulations.The Board has
taken all possible measures to ensure full compliance with the rules
and regulations.To improve the internal audit process, the board has
outsourced the internal audit functions to an external audit firm.

Human Resources

Your company supports the national recruitment policy of the
government. In line with this, local nationals are currently working at
various levels of management and constitute 42% of the workforce.
Graduate trainees’ programs are in place to train the qualified young
candidates.We continue to develop our staff to lay a solid foundation
for our future growth with great emphasis being initiated to develop
national talent.

Future Outlook

“Oman vision 2040 strategy emphasis on diversification into non-oil
segment, logistics and services and increase importance on food
security initiatives. Your company is well placed in this segment and
will be able to grow in line with government initiatives. The domestic
market is highly price sensitive and controlled by government price
control authorities.

Acknowledgements

I would like to thank my fellow board members and our shareholders,
customers, lenders, suppliers and employees for their continued
support and commitment. | would also like to thank the CMA & MSX
for their support and cooperation.

We wish further development, stability, progress, and prosperity for
our beloved country under the wise leadership of His Majesty Sultan
Haitham Bin Tarig, and we wish him good health and longevity.

Said Ahmed Safrar
Chairman

Non-Current Assets:
Property, plant and equipment
Right of use assets

Intangible Asset

Investment in subsidiary
Investment in associates
Investments available for sale
Investment property

Biological assets

Other Non-current assets
Deferred tax asset

Total Non- Current Assets
Current Assets:

Inventories & biological assets
Trade receivables, prepayments
and others

Bank balances and cash
Total Current Assets

Total Assets
SHAREHOLDERS' FUNDS
AND LIABILITIES
Shareholders' Equity

Share capital

Legal reserve

Voluntary reserve

Revaluation reserve

Fair value reserve

Retained earnings

shareholders of Parent Company
Minority interest

Total equity

LIABILITIES

Non-current Liabilities
Non-current portion of term loans
Employees' end of service benefits

Deferred tax liability

Current liabilities

Short term bank borrowings
Current portion of term loans
Accounts and other payables
Current portion of lease liabilities
Income tax payable

Total liabilities
Total equity, liabilities and
minority interest

Net Sales

Service Income

Less:- Cost of Sales

Gross Profit

GP Ratio %

Administrative Expense

Selling & Marketing Expenses
Director's remuneration

Total operating expenses
Profit / (loss) from operations
Rental Income

Dividend Income

Other Operating Income / (loss)

Finance cost

Net Profit before taxation (PBT)
Taxation

Net profit / (loss) for the year
Movement in Fair value reserve

Shareholders of parent company
Non - controlling interest

Net profit or loss attributable to :
Shareholders of parent company
Non - controlling interest

Consolidated FS

Consolidated Statement of Comprehensive Income For the period ended 31 March 2025

DFI

31 Mar 31 Mar
2025 2024
RO'000 RO'000

31 Dec
2024
RO'000

32,851,468 35,899,208
1,405,077 1,541,036
35,671 62,819
860,931 921,532
11,521,885 10,188,208
2,090,000 2,090,000
4,550,417 4,244,883 4,458,000
70,875 77,991 70,000

- 101,891 -

33,493,000
1,496,000
39,000

884,000
11,846,000
2,090,000

31 Mar
2025
RO'000

31 Mar
2024
RO'000

19,718,134
789,088
2,323
17,581,709
812,212
11,521,885

18,285,411
834,165
10,412
17,581,709
812,212
10,188,208
7,205,830 2,090,000
4,550,417 4,244,883

- 96,891

31 Dec
2024
RO'000

20,198,000
845,000
3,000
17,582,000
812,000
11,846,000
7,206,000
4,458,000

53,386,324 55,127,569 54,376,000

62,181,598 54,143,891

62,950,000

12,763,121 18,013,559 16,960,000
16,558,633

1,971,158

13,505,337
4,453,774

16,752,000
2,088,000

7,547,601 9,186,806

7,753,196 9,473,028

706,838 517,461

10,053,000

5,784,000
403,000

31,292,912
84,679,235

35,972,670
91,100,239

35,800,000
90,176,000

16,007,635 19,177,295
78,189,232 73,321,186

16,240,000
79,190,000

17,431,000
2,875,000
3,712,000

11,573,396
3,547,181

50,695

17,431,000
2,875,000
3,712,000

14,171,572
2,151,031

635,070

17,431,000
2,875,000
3,712,000

12,014,000
3,871,000
(968,000)

17,431,000
2,875,000
3,712,000
8,004,396
3,547,181
6,462,527

17,431,154
2,875,000
3,712,000

10,170,936
2,151,031
3,867,776

17,431,000
2,875,000
3,712,000
8,445,000
3,871,000
5,543,000

Shareholders' interst attributable to

39,189,272 40,975,673 38,935,000

42,032,104 40,207,896

41,877,000

(173239)  (86,000)  (159,000)

39,016,033 40,889,673 38,776,000

42,032,104 40,207,896

41,877,000

Non-current portion of lease liabilities

12,923,038
1,471,696
1,222,727
1,628,805

13,575,676
1,316,726
1,266,372
2,811,688

10,913,000
1,429,000
922,000
2,324,000

10,044,206
831,096
566,516

1,201,363

11,000,000
662,378
486,902

1,794,979

10,250,000
812,000
571,000

1,281,000

17,246,266 18,970,462 15,588,000

12,643,181 13,944,259

12,914,000

20,653,563
1,975,750
5,377,924

344,995
64,704

20,830,164
1,395,082
8,416,975

411,821
186,063

22,648,000
2,356,000
10,085,000
710,000
13,000

9,978,846
2,180,000
11,065,723 8,462,798
289,379 387,566

8,031,085
2,287,582

9,715,000
2,180,000
12,189,000
315,000

45,663,202 50,210,566

28,416,937 31,240,104 35,812,000

51,400,000

23,513,947 19,169,031
36,157,128

84,679,235 91,100,239 90,176,000

78,189,232 73,321,186

24,399,000

33,113,290 37,313,000

79,190,000

Share of results of the associate - DBFC

Total comprehensive loss for the year

Total comprehensive income attributable to:

Consolidated Statement of Comprehensive Income For the period ended 31 March 2025

Consolidated DFL_YTD
31 Mar 31 Mar 31 Mar 31 Mar
2025 2024 2025 2024
RO'000 RO'000 RO'000 RO'000
26,505,276 22,339,210 9,983,869 9,637,810
75,735 97,579 75,735 97,579
22,370,839 18,539,618 7,715,725 7,463,507
4,210,173 3,897,170 2,343,879 2,271,881
15.9% 17.4% 23.5% 23.6%
1,099,134 1,311,762 682,452 520,918
2,081,947 2,113,011 1,262,987 1,234,268
60,500 101,875 16,500 28,000
3,241,582 3,526,648 1,961,939 1,783,186
968,591 370,522 381,940 488,695
20,460 20,460 185,960 23,460
195,698 106,737 195,698 106,737
21,472 80,417 1,694 2,321
(11,950) 48,700 - -
642,255 633,072 364,122 382,705
552,017 (6,236) 401,170 238,508
64,704 - - -
487,313 (6,236) 401,170 238,508
(323,819) (699,969) (323,819) (699,969)
163,494 (706,205) 77,351 (461,461)
501,552 3,018 - -
(14,239) (9,254) - -
487,313 (6,236) 401,170 238,508
177,733 (696,951) - -
(14,239)  (9,254) - -
163,494 (706,205) 77,351 (461,461)

Experts discuss
Alintegration
in judicial work

Our Correspondent
Muscat

An international symposium ti-
tled ‘Anticipating Artificial Intelli-
gence in Judicial Work' opened
on Wednesday in Muscat under
the auspices of Shaikh Ghosn bin
Hilal al Alawi, Chairman of State
Audit Institution.

The two-day event seeks to
explore the transformative po-
tential of artificial intelligence
(Al) within judicial systems, fo-
cusing on innovation, sustainabil-
ity and future applications. Key
topics of discussion include the
legal, technical and ethical chal-
lenges associated with integrat-
ing Al in the judiciary.

In his opening remarks, Issa
bin Hamad al Azri, Secretary-
General of Supreme Judicial Cou-
ncil, highlighted the opportunities
Al presents for judicial develop-
ment. “Al represents a significant
opportunity to advance judicial
work, provided it is used thought-
fully and under responsible
human supervision guided by the
core principles of justice and the
rule of law,” he said.

The symposium brings to-
gether government ministers,
dignitaries, legal professionals, Al
experts, academics and private

sector representatives to foster
dialogue and collaboration.

Dr Salem bin Zuwaid al
Hashmi, Assistant Secretary-
General for Planning and Digital
Transformation in the council,
emphasised the symposium's
goal of creating a professional
platform for exchange between
legal scholars and Al specialists.

“The objective is to anticipate
the role of Al in judicial systems
amid rapid digital transformation,
address emerging legal and ethi-
cal challenges, while promoting
innovation and efficiency in the
judiciary,” he noted.

Hashmi added that the initia-
tive aligns with the Supreme Ju-
dicial Council's strategic vision of
adopting international best prac-
tices and advancing the use of
technology in Oman'’s judicial
processes.

“This symposium marks a key
step in positioning Oman as a re-
gional leader in applying the rule
of law through advanced tech-
nologies such as Al," he said.

The event is structured around
three core themes: legal, ethical
and security concerns; practical
applications of Al in judicial pro-
cedures; and future directions for
international cooperation in Al
and justice.

Court slaps RO3,000 fine on car
dealer for breach of contract

Muscat - The Primary Court in
Nakhal has fined a commercial
establishment RO3,000 and ter-
minated a vehicle purchase con-
tract following a consumer
complaint over a delayed and de-
fective car delivery.

In a complaint filed by a
woman with the Consumer Pro-
tection Department in Barka, she
stated that she purchased a
2022 model year used vehicle
from a dealer for RO14,450 with
delivery scheduled for January
25, 2025. However, the dealer
not only failed to deliver the ve-
hicle on time but supplied a dif-
ferent model with multiple
defects despite the delay.

Following the complaint, the
matter was referred to the Public
Prosecution and then to the
court, which found three defen-

dants guilty of two misde-
meanours - failing to provide the
agreed service and failing to dis-
close the vehicle's condition in
the contract or invoice.

Each defendant was fined
RO500 for each offence, result-
ing in a total fine of RO3,000.
The court also ordered the dealer
to refund the full amount paid by
the consumer (RO14,450), com-
pensate the customer an addi-
tional RO500 and cover all legal
expenses.

Consumer Protection Author-
ity reaffirmed its commitment to
protecting consumer rights and
warned that it would continue to
take strict legal action against vi-
olators. It also urged all commer-
cial establishments to adhere to
applicable laws and regulations
to avoid similar legal action.
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Oman opens trade office in Washington

Washington, US - The Oman
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (OCCI) inaugurated the
Omani Commercial Office in the
United States during a ceremony
held at the Sultan Qaboos Cul-
tural Center in Washington, DC.
The event was held under the
patronage of H E Talal bin Su-
laiman al Rahbi, the sultanate's
ambassador to the US.

The Omani Commercial Of-
fice in the US aims to support
Omani exports to the American
market, promote the import of
high-quality US goods, attract
American investments into
Oman, and enable Omani com-
panies to expand into US mar-
kets and strengthen bilateral
trade partnerships.

The office will also play a piv-
otal role in coordinating trade
delegations, organising business
meetings, and providing advice
and consultations on how to
leverage the Free Trade Agree-
ment between Oman and the
US. Additionally, it will issue
economic reports to support de-
cision-making in export develop-
ment and mutual investment.

H E Faisal bin Abdullah al
Rawas, Chairman of OCClI, said
that the opening of the trade of-
fice in the United States is a sig-
nificant strategic step towards

empowering the Omani private
sector and enhancing its pres-
ence in global markets. He noted
that it aligns with OCCI's
broader efforts to expand trade
and investment opportunities
and to establish direct commu-
nication channels with major
global economies.

“"We hope that the trade of-
fice will contribute to supporting
Omani exports, attracting qual-
ity investments, and providing
an effective platform for enhanc-
ing trade exchange between the

business communities of both
countries. It will also facilitate
the exchange of information on
regulatory  procedures  for
Omani products entering the US
market, which will positively im-

pact the growth of the Omani
private sector and its contribu-
tion to achieving sustainable
economic development,” said H
E Rawas.

For her part, Ibtisam bint

Ahmed al Farooji, Undersecre-
tary of the Ministry of Com-
merce, Industry and Investment
Promotion for Investment Pro-
motion, explained that the
launch of the Omani Commer-

cial Office in the United States
falls within Oman's strategic ob-
jective to increase the flow of
foreign direct investment and its
contribution to the national
economy.

She indicated that this move
aims to offer broader opportuni-
ties for American companies to
enter the Omani market and
benefit from the competitive
business environment the sul-
tanate offers. She emphasised
that the establishment of the of-
fice is part of a wider plan to ex-

pand Oman'’s foreign represen-
tative offices in key international
markets, in order to bolster its
global presence and intensify in-
vestment and trade promotion
efforts.

“The US market is one of the
most important
partners for Oman, particularly
in light of the Free Trade Agree-
ment between the two coun-
tries, which paves the way for
greater trade facilitation and
qualitative investment opportu-
nities. This office will enhance
access to commercial data and
opportunities,” Farooji added.

H E Talal bin Sulaiman al
Rahbi, Ambassador of the Sul-
tanate of Oman to the United
States, described the office as a
new milestone in the commer-
cial relations between the two
nations.

“This office is not merely a
commercial representation de-
signed to support Omani com-
panies in the US market, but also
an effective platform for direct
engagement between the busi-
ness communities of both coun-
tries. It serves as a gateway to
broader cooperation and trade
exchange, particularly in key
sectors such as industry, tech-
nology, and clean energy,” he
said.

commercial

Abraj Energy Services
signs deal with BP for
drilling rig in Block 61

Our Correspondent
Muscat

Abraj Energy Services has signed
a contract with BP Oman to pro-
vide a drilling rig for operations in
Block 61, with the rig expected to
become operational in the fourth
quarter of 2025.

The agreement was for-
malised on the sidelines of the
Oman Petroleum & Energy Show
(OPES) and Oman Sustainability
Week (OSW) 2025. This part-
nership is set to reinforce Abraj's
position as a reliable and leading
partner in Oman'’s oil and energy
sector.

The contract also reflects
Abraj's continued commitment
to operational excellence, occu-
pational safety, and the delivery
of innovative services and solu-
tions that support and advance
the energy sector in Oman.

In a statement to Oman News
Agency, Eng Saif bin Said al
Hamhami, CEO of Abraj Energy
Services, said, “We are proud of
this strategic partnership with BP
Oman to provide a drilling rig in
Block 61, building on a collabora-

tion that has spanned more than
a decade in the drilling services
sector. This marks a new mile-
stone in our efforts to expand our
operational reach and strengthen

our presence in the local market
through high-quality, impactful
projects.”

Hamhami added that the
agreement demonstrates the
strategic partners' confidence in
Abraj's efficiency and capability
to deliver safe, effective opera-
tional solutions that adhere to
the highest international stan-
dards. He emphasised the com-
pany's steadfast commitment to
maximising in-country value, in-
vesting in the development of
national talent, and enhancing
operational sustainability.

Saudi's Avilease places order
for 30 Boeing 737 MAX aircraft

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia - Avilease,
the global aircraft lessor head-
quartered in Saudi Arabia, on
Wednesday announced that it
has signed an agreement with
Boeing for an order of 30 Boeing
737-8 aircraft.

Marking AvilLease's first direct
OEM order, this strategic invest-
ment will enable the company to
provide its global customer base
with new-technology, fuel-effi-
cient fleet solutions, while simul-
taneously fostering the growth of
the Saudi Arabian aviation
ecosystem. Deliveries are sched-
uled through 2032.

Chairman of AvilLease Fahad
AlSaif said, "This strategic order
reflects Avilease's long-term
ambition of becoming a top 10
global leader in aircraft leasing,

while strengthening Avilease's
position as a national champion.
This aligns with the mandate of
PIF (Public Investment Fund) to
contribute to the goals of Saudi
Arabia's Vision 2030 and the
National Aviation Strategy."
Chief Executive Officer of
Avilease Edward O'Byrne com-
mented, "We are pleased to con-
clude our first direct OEM order,

complementing our growth
strategy towards the top of the
industry. Building on our recently
achieved investment grade rat-
ings, this transaction proves our
ability to transact across all mar-
ket channels, including sale and
lease-back, secondary trading,
M&A, and now direct OEM pur-
chasing.

SPA
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OMAN SHINES IN CBSE

Indian School Muscat bursts into celebration after success

Indian School Muscat sparkles in
pride as Class X CBSE Board Ex-
amination Results for the aca-
demic year 2024-25 usher in
victory. A total of 555 students
appeared for the examination
and have marked a stunning per-
formance.

With an unprecedented
record of 20 students scoring Al
in all subjects adding to the mo-
mentous performance of the
school. High score of 98.6% was
achieved by Goutham Radhakr-
ishnan, Shaurya Saraswat and
Shlok Joshi to share the first po-
sition in the school. Aswathi Raj
was just marginally below with
98.4 to take the second position.
By scoring 98.2 Diya Mehnaz
Jasmine occupied the third place.

The school's average score is
81.31%.

It is a matter of brimming pride
to witness 48 students scoring
100 out of 100, 27.74% students
scoring above 90%, 62.70% stu-
dents above 80% and 73.87%
students scoring above distinc-
tion.

Remarkably 3.6% students
secured Al in all five subjects,
18.08% AT's in subjects’ ap-

FIRST POSITION

Goutham Radhakrishnan
98.6%

Shaurya Saraswat
98.6%

Shlok Joshi
98.6%

SECOND POSITION

Aswathi Raj
98.4%

THIRD POSITION

Diya Mehnaz Jasmine
98.2%

peared and 42.34% Al and A2
grade together. Subject-wise
school average is 94.00% in
Painting, 83.95% in Sanskrit,
82.98% in English Language and
Literature, 81.93% in French,
83.16% in Malayalam and Ara-
bic, 79.80% in Social Science,
79.76% in Science and Home
Science, 72.30% in Hindi Course
B, 71.60% in Elements of Busi-
ness and Computer Applications,
71.6%, 75.60% respectively,
74.49% in Mathematics Stan-
dard and 57.94% in Mathemat-
ics Basics, Physical Activity

Trainer with 90.00% and Artifi-
cial Intelligence with 90.69%.
Adding to the golden feathers
48 students scored a perfect
score of 100. The following are
the vibrant centum holders: in
Mathematics Standard - Subra-
mani Manoharan, Diya Mehnaz
Jasmine, Diya Anilkumar Nair,
Akshat Dang in Sanskrit, in Sci-
ence by Shaurya Saraswat, Syeda
Mehreen Nusrati, Shikha Sanish,
100% Score in French by
Sarvvesh Senthilkumar, Subra-
mani  Manoharan,  Vishnu
Dheeraj Reddy, Abhigna Sandha,

Kavyapreet Kaur, Shreya Sood,
Vaishnavi Poovalur Murugavel,
Riya Jeprison, Winola Pacheco,
Nivedita Sreegith Nair, Shaurya
Saraswat.

Another Perfect Score of
100% in Artificial Intelligence by
Ameen bin Ishtiag Wani, Daniya
Tarannum, Mysha  Karim,
Ananya Parayadil Sreejesh,
Mukeshkumar Vijayakuma,
Vishnu Dheeraj Reddy Mareddy,
Sampurna Sinha, Trishaa Mad-
hukar, Akshat Dang, Amal Ajith
Kunnathully, Nishitha Kintali, Ra-
mana Senthil Mohan, Hazem

Rakuman Ali, Karthigai Chelvi
Anand Kumar, Ruthvika Kurupati,
Shreya Sood, Anirudh Kumar
Sundar, Anna Rose Joseph Pu-
likkathara, Atharv Bansal, Gurjap
Singh Dhanoa, Riya Jeprison,
Sona Santosh, Shaurya Saraswat,
Shikha Sanish in Atrtificial Intelli-
gence, 100% in Malayalam
scored by Aswathi Raj, Sona San-
tosh, Jeswin Thundil John.

Centum scorers in Arabic are
Quraish Murtaza Rashid, Yusra
Ayman Punnaki and Balsam Mo-
hamed Elradi Ali.

Adding to the toppers' list

Goutham Radhakrishnan got
school’s highest in Social Science
with 99%; Balsam Mohamed El-
radi Ali in Mathematics Basic
(98%); Aswathi Raj in English
Communicative (98%). Gleam-
ing with pride, Manan Varsheney
and Pritika Kishore Kumar got
school's highest 97% in Hindi
Course B, Mohammed Aqib bin
Faisal in Painting (94%). Deva-
dathan Kattoor Vadakkummuri
Biju topped English Language and
Literature with 93% and Ajmal
Ansary topped Physical Activity
Trainer with 92%. Aabha Girish

Deshpande got school's highest
of 87% in Home Science, while
Computer  Applications by
Aayush Sandesh Kadam with
82%, yet another topper for Ele-
ments of Business is Aabha
Girish Deshpande with 76%.

ISM management committee
president Dr Kiran G R lauded the
students for their meticulous and
sterling performance. He further
extended heartfelt appreciation
to the teachers and parents for
their commitment and alliance
that has always brought glory to
the institution.

Principal Rakesh Joshi credited
the epoch-making victory to the
immense hard work and determi-
nation of ISM scholars. He stated
that the teachers and parents
have been great bolsters in guid-
ing and boosting their confidence
at all times and reaffirmed that
the beautiful blend and collabo-
ration of the trio has taken the
school to the summit of success.
He extended hearty congratula-
tions to the toppers and all the
students as they cross a mile-
stone of their lives and dedicated
this triumph to the united com-
munity at large.

Indian School Muscat Class Xl students set new benchmark

Indian School Muscat reaffirmed
its stature as a distinguished

leader in academic excellence
even in Class Xl results.

The CBSE Class XII results
2025 have illuminated the un-
wavering grit and scholarly
prowess of ISM's graduating
batch. Demonstrating resilience
and an undeterred determina-
tion, the students have tri-
umphed across all three streams
- Science, Commerce, and Hu-
manities, carving an indelible
mark in the academic landscape.

Out of the 409 students who
appeared for the CBSE Class XII

examinations, 32.6% secured an
A1 grade overall, contributing to
a highly commendable school
average of 82.4%.

The Commerce stream
recorded the highest average of
83.2% followed by Science
stream with 82.6% and Human-
ities at 80.0%. Impressively,
549% of subject grades fell
within the A1and A2 categories.
22 students achieved perfect
scores of 100 in various subjects,
exemplifying the school's aca-
demic distinction.

In the Science stream, Suneet
Latish Rohra emerged as the top

scorer with 97.2%, followed
closely by Ram Madhav Sreeku-
mar, Stuti Jitendrakumar Prajap-
ati with 97.0%. The 3rd position
is shared by Aradhana Singh,
Asaph Samuel and Sreenidhi
Chandrabose with 96.2%. The
Commerce stream witnessed a
first place with Sanghvi Anand
securing an exceptional 97.8%,
while Adithya Raja stood second
with 96%, and Aarav Clerence
Fernandes secured third place
with 95.6%.

In the Humanities, Keyuri
Prashant Buranpur led with
97.8%, followed by Aarya Girish

Nair at 96.4% and Dharshini
Sathishkumar Jayashree at
93.6%.

The remarkable centum
achievers include students who
attained a perfect 100 in diverse
subjects - 1 in Chemistry, 1 in
Mathematics, 3 in Artificial Intel-
ligence and 2 in Engineering
Drawing, 4 in Sculpture, 8 in
Painting and 3 in Marketing.
These achievements not only
represent the academic bril-
liance of the students but also
the tireless efforts of the faculty.

Stuti Jitendrakumar Prajapati
topped Mathematics  with

100%. Nuha Shanawaz also
scored a perfect centum in
Chemistry.

In  Artificial Intelligence,
Suneet Latish Rohra, Pranav R
Kurup and Maheeka Mahanta
topped the subject with a perfect
centum. Alan Joseph Nibu and
Japnoor Singh stood out in Engi-
neering Drawing with whopping
centumes. In Painting the subject
toppers were Sejal Ketan Lad,
Keyuri Prashant Buranpur, Kriti
Yalangi, Nasima Khatun
Nasimuddin Seikh, Gungun Gur-
nani, Shivananda Aklary, Ak-
shara Venu and Pranavi

Sridharan achieved perfect
scores. Sculpture witnessed
amazing centums with the bril-
liant performances of Divya Jig-
nesh Kumar Gohil, Gouri Asokan
Menon, Kanishka and
Aakamsha Bindu. Zohya Sul-
tana, Keyuri Prashant Buranpur
and Aarya Girish Nair topped in
Marketing with exemplary cen-
tums.

The academic brilliance of
this cohort is further reflected in
the distribution of marks. A no-
table -22.7% of students scored
above 90%, while 62.3%
achieved more than 80%. Fur-

thermore,
75%, and an impressive 90.2%

80.7% surpassed

of students scored above 70%.
31 distinguished themselves by
securing Al grades in all five
subjects

President of the School Man-
agement Committee, Dr Kiran G
R, extended his heartfelt con-
gratulations to all achievers on
behalf of the management. He
expressed immense gratitude to
the dedicated faculty, the school
leadership, and the ever-sup-
portive parents whose collective
efforts were instrumental in
achieving this towering success.

Indian School Ghubra students bring home top honours

The students of Class X and
Class XlIlI from Indian School
Ghubra were overjoyed to re-
ceive their results announced by
the Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) on Tuesday.

The announcement of the re-
sults generated a tremendous
amount of excitement among the
students, parents, and teachers,
as the students' hard work and
dedication had finally paid off.
ISG has created a niche for itself
with its constant illustrious per-
formance in the last few years.

A total of 237 students ap-
peared for the Class X examina-
tion, from which 131 students
scored 90% and above which is

55% of the total number of stu-
dents who appeared. A whop-
ping 87% of students have
scored above 80%, which is in-
deed a remarkable achievement.

Angela Mariam Jacob became
the school topper with an aggre-
gate score of 99%. Gouri Reghu
came second with 98.8% and
Dhanya Krishnaji became third
with 98.6%.

The students who secured a
perfect score of 100 are: Aditya
Anoop, Anchal Poozhikunnan
Rahim, Angela Mariam Jacob,
Anithra Anbukumar, Arif Rihan
Bin Shihab, Daksh Gulecha,
Dhanya Krishnaji, Ezra Merin
Jophy, Gouri Reghu, Jeon Jojo,

FIRST POSITION SECOND POSITION THIRD POSITION

Angela Mariam Jacob Gouri Reghu Dhanya Krishnaji

99% 98.8% 98.6%

Luiza Maria Fernandes, Malavika Nikhil Vishwakarma, Prithvin dramouli, Suhaani Kanthraj,
Sreekumar, Manali Suraj Naik Shimna Prasad, Sayuj Santhosh, Sumedha Saha and Ziyan

Gaunkar, Neo Shaun Allwyn,

Siya Tejas Patel, Srishti Chan-

Fathima (Artificial Intelligence),

Arif Rihan Bin Shihab, Gouri
Reghu, Jessica Benty Jose and
Satvik Kumar (Mathematics),
Anchal Poozhikunnan Rahim,
Angela Mariam Jacob and Gouri
Reghu (Malayalam), Abhinav
Parasher, Akshara Manoj and
Nikhil Vishwakarma (Sanskrit),
Farzana Parakkal Mujeeb and
Neo Shaun Allwyn (French),
Dhanya Krishnaji (Science).

The Subject Toppers in the
other subjects are: Abdulahad
Khan, Asifulla, Jessica Benty Jose,
Mohammad Abdurrab Khan and
Zohair Ahmed Shaikh (99% in
Arabic), Angela Mariam Jacob
and Srishti Chandramouli (99%
in Social Science), Raihan Rafeek

(98% in Painting, 95% in Physi-
cal Activity Trainer and 86% in
Home Science), Adarsh Sankar
and Ziyan Fathima (97% in En-
glish) and Darshana Nair Sunil
(95% in Hindi.).

Principal Papri Ghosh con-
gratulated all the students on
their exemplary performance
and motivated them to keep up
the great work, and continue to
strive for excellence in all their
ventures. She lauded the dedica-
tion and perseverance of the stu-
dents and teachers who left no
stone unturned to help the stu-
dents soar high and also thanked
the parents for their constant
support.

Indian School Ghubra students make waves in Class XI|

At Indian School Ghubra, the

belief is ‘Success is the sum of
small efforts - repeated day in
and day out’. Keeping up with
the stellar record of academic
achievements at the highest
level, the ISG students has once
again proven with astounding
results of Class XIl Board Exam-
ination results announced by
Central Board of Secondary Ed-
ucation (CBSE) on Tuesday.

A total of 163 students ap-
peared for the Examinations.
Sixty-six students secured 90%
and above. 80% of the students
have scored above 80% which

is indeed a remarkable achieve-
ment. All the students who ap-
peared for the exam this year
have scored above 65%. As al-
ways, there are no failures or
compartments.

The school average in the
Science Stream is 86.31%, in the
Commerce Stream is 85.81%
and in the Humanities Stream is
87.70%

In the Science stream, out of
97 students who appeared, 36
students scored an aggregate of
90% and above and 78 stu-
dents scored an aggregate of
80% and above.

In the Commerce stream out
of 51 students who appeared, 20
students scored an aggregate of
90% and above and 39 stu-
dents scored an aggregate of
80% and above.

In the Humanities out of 15
students, 10 students scored
90% and above and 12 students
scored above 80 %.

Overall toppers in the Sci-
ence Stream are Sabyasachi
Choudhury (st with an aggre-
gate of 98.4%), Pranamya (2nd
with 97%) and Tanay Samir
Adbe (3rd with 96.8%).

In the Commerce Stream,

Sanjana Kuzhivayalil Praveen
became 1st with an aggregate
score of 97.4%, Nidha Villarvat-
tom Reji 2nd with 97.2% and
Unnatha Vythianathan 3rd with
96% in aggregate.

Israa Mohammed Sadique
Shaikh came 1st in the Humani-
ties with an aggregate score of
98.4%, Keerthana Aravind and
Sakhedkar Shruti Nagraj second
with 96.8% and A Benita 3rd
with 95.2%.

The students who have
scored a Perfect Score of 100
are: Abhinav Ganesh Kumar,
Divya Vinayaka Jothi, Madhav

Manish Saki and Syed Aslam in
Computer Science, Ashvanth
Sivakumar and Mrinali Parasher
in Engineering Graphics, Atmika
Sudhan and Keerthana Aravind
in Psychology, Unnatha Vythi-
anathan, Vrinda Ketan Vasa and
Yumna Hameed in Informatics
Practices, Israa Mohammed
Sadique Shaikh and Sakhedkar
Shruti Nagraj in Painting and
Keerthana Aravind in En-
trepreneurship.

The Subject Toppers in the

other subjects are: Farhan
Hashim, Hanisha Manish
Chawla, Israa Mohammed

Sadique Shaikh, Madhav Man-
ish Saki and Sabyasachi Choud-
hury  (99% in  English),
Sabyasachi Choudhury (99% in
Physics), Pranamya and Bhavi
Shreeharsha Kanagala (99% in
Chemistry), Bhavi Shreeharsha
Kanagala (99% in Biology), San-
jana Kuzhivayalil Praveen (99%
in Economics), Aryan Srivastava
and Sudeepthi Jagadeesan
(99% in Accountancy), Geetika
Manoj Nambiar, Sabyasachi
Choudhury and Tanay Samir
Adbe (98% in Mathematics),
Atmika Sudhan and Sudeepthi
Jagadeesan (98% in Business

Studies),

Israa  Mohammed

Sadique Shaikh (97% in Sociol-
ogy), Evangaline John Parackal
and Farhan Hashim (96% in
Marketing) and Darwsih Duja
(93% in Physical Education).

The members of the School
Management Committee and
Principal Papri Ghosh com-
mended the hard work and the
efforts of both students and
teachers, supported well by a
strong parent community. The
Principal congratulated all the
stake holders whose untiring ef-
forts have made this extraordi-
nary result possible.
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FTS showcases innovation in
power solutions at OPES 2025

Federal Transformers and
Switchgears LLC (FTS), a leading
Omani manufacturer of power
and distribution transformers,
proudly announces its participa-
tion in the Oman Petroleum &
Energy Show (OPES) 2025, tak-
ing place at the Oman Conven-
tion and Exhibition Centre.

As a subsidiary of the Federal
Electric Group under The Zubair
Corporation, FTS stands at the
forefront of precision engineer-
ing and sustainable electrifica-
tion. With a firm commitment to
innovation and quality, the com-
pany will showcase its advanced
portfolio of transformer solutions
designed for energy efficiency,
safety, and durability across di-
verse industrial applications.

At OPES 2025, FTS will spot-
light its state-of-the-art products

and services, including conserva-
tor and hermetically sealed
transformers up to 20 MVA, en-
gineered for performance and
longevity; compact, packaged
substations tailored for modern
grid infrastructure; specialised
transformers for solar, oil & gas,
and converter duty applications;
dry-type cast resin transformers,

known for high efficiency and su-
perior fire safety; and end-to-end
service solutions, including on-
site maintenance, rewinding, oil
filtration, and transformer re-en-
gineering.

“Our participation at OPES
2025 reflects our continued drive
to support Oman'’s energy transi-
tion with safe, sustainable, and

technologically advanced solu-
tions,” said Mickey Patel, General
Manager at FTS. He also added
that “we look forward to engag-
ing with industry leaders, part-
ners, and clients to demonstrate
how our local manufacturing ca-
pabilities contribute to regional
growth and energy resilience”.

FTS invites visitors to explore
its innovations at OPES 2025 to
discover how the company pow-
ers a brighter, greener future.

Federal Transformers and
Switchgears LLC (FTS), part of
The Zubair Corporation’s Federal
Electric group, is a premier
Omani manufacturer of power
and distribution transformers.
Based in Muscat's Rusayl Indus-
trial Area, FTS is ISO-certified
(9001,14001, 45001) and serves
clients across Oman.

Oman Sail chosen as hosts for inaugural
World Sailing Inclusion Championships

Oman Sail is incredibly proud to
have been selected to host the
first edition of the World Sailing
Inclusion Championships.

Due to be held from Novem-
ber 30 to December 8 this year
at the Mussanah Sailing School,
with the official opening cere-
mony slated for the United Na-
tions International Day of
Persons with Disabilities.

The event will champion the
diverse community of sailors
with disabilities and provide a
unique platform for Para classi-
fied athletes to compete along-
side other athletes with
disabilities who do not classify
under the IPC Classification
code. Competition is due to be
held in RS Venture Connect,
RS21, Wingfoil and ILCA (Special
Olympic) categories.

Over 200 sailors from around
the world are expected for the
week-long regatta, as well as

coaches and support staff who
will be present in Mussanah for
the World Sailing Inclusive De-
velopment Programme (IDP) to
be held over three days prior to
the championship. The IDP will
connect sailors with coaches and
instructors from World Sailing to
help develop national Para Inclu-
sive sailing programmes and
provide guidance for sailing
coaches and the sailors them-
selves.

The event will also include a
tourism day to share Oman's rich
cultural heritage with visitors
from around the world.

Dr Khamis al Jabri, CEO of
Oman Sail, said, "It is a great
honour to host the first edition of
such an important regatta. We
are incredibly proud of our
achievements in breaking down
barriers in sailing, showcasing di-
versity within the sport, and sup-
porting people with disabilities to

live an active and fulfilling life on
the water through our SailFree
programmeme.

“Mussanah has proven to be
an excellent venue for sailing
championships of all sizes, with
world class facilities, accommo-
dation and accessibility on-site,
and we look forward to welcom-
ing the world to Oman later this
year and helping Para Inclusive
Sailing to grow."”

Jim Morris, World Sailing Di-
rector of Events, said, “We are
delighted to award the inaugural
edition of the World Sailing In-
clusion Championships to the
Sultanate of Oman and Oman
Sail. The bid encapsulates the
spirit of inclusive sailing with par-
ticular attention to the diversity
of the sailing community and ac-
cessibility, as well as sustainabil-
ity and long-term benefits for
sailors within the region and
across Asia.”

Dear Shareholders,

March 2025.

Financial Results:

Stock Market Indices:

On behalf of the Board, | take this opportunity to present the financial performance of
Oman & Emirates Investment Holding Co SAOG for the three months period ended 31st

The Company (Group & Parent) recorded Net Profits of RO 116,349 and RO 227,112
respectively during the period, compared to (Group & Parent) Net Profits of RO 905,202
and RO 925,796 respectively during same period in 2024.
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(MAN & EMIRATES INVESTMENT HOLDING €O, SAOG

Board of Directors’ Report — 31st March 2025

ASSETS

Inventories

Cash and bank balances

Trade and other receivables

Investments at fair value through profit or loss
Investment in associates
Investment in subsidiaries

Investment property

P.O. Box 2205, Ruwi, Postal Code 112, Sultanate of Oman
Tel: +968 24489458, Fax: +968 24489465,

E-mail: oeioman@omantel.net.om

Website: www.omanemirates.com

Consolidated and separate condensed interim statement of financial position as at 31 March 2025

During the period MSX, ADX and DFM decreased by 4.58%, 0.53% and 1.21%
respectively, compared to MSX and DFM increased by 2.68% and 4.59% respectively,
while ADX decreased by 3.65% during the same period in 2024.

Net Equity, Investments and Borrowing:

The Net Equity of the Group and the Parent Company increased by 0.51% and 0.93%
respectively. The Net Equity of the Group increased from RO 22.784 million at
31/12/2024 to RO 22.900 million at 31/3/2025 (RO 23.326 million at 31/03/2024). The
Net Equity of the Parent increased from RO 24.351 at 31/12/2024 to RO 24.578 million

Property, plant and equipment
Right-of-use assets

Deferred tax assets

TOTAL ASSETS

EQUITY AND RESERVES
Share capital

Legal reserve

at 31/03/2025 (RO 24.576 million at 31/3/2024).

Retained earnings

Total capital and reserves of the Parent Company 22,900,158

The Total Investment Values of the Group and the Parent Company were RO 31.033
million and RO 29.002 Million respectively as at 31.3.2025 (Group RO 31.516 Million and
RO 29.533 Million at 31/3/2024).

The total borrowing of the Group and the Parent Company reduced to RO 10.901 Million
and RO 7.180 Million respectively as at 31.03.2025 (Group RO 11.385 Million and RO
7.664 Million at 31/03/2024).

Non-controlling interest
TOTAL EQUITY AND RESERVES

LIABILITIES
Lease liabilities

Bank borrowings

Fincorp:

Performance of Group Companies:

Trade and other payables
Loan from Government
TOTAL LIABILITIES

The subsidiary recorded a loss of RO 216.67K during the three-month period ended 31st
March 2025 and O&E’s share of loss was RO 111K. The report prepared by the
independent forensic auditor appointed to review and assess discrepancies in the
brokerage accounts identified a provision for claims amounting to RO 700K. The board
and Management of FINCORP are working diligently to resolve the issue, and the

TOTAL EQUITY AND LIABILITIES

Net assets per share

Group Parent Company
31 March 2025 31March2024 31 December2024 31 March 2025 31March2024  31December2024
(Un-audited) (Un-audited) (Audited) (Un-audited) (Un-audited) (Audited)
1,810,523 1,531,488 2,155,379 240,643 148,541 412,139
1,580,512 1,799,940 1,338,029 603,251 382,620 175,021
279,733 368,228 292,582 - - -
13,922,372 14,895,425 13,852,346 10,063,224 10,765,389 10,012,944
17,110,277 16,620,413 17,049,614 15,419,519 14,843,069 15,241,212
- - - 3,519,432 3,924,592 3,630,363
2,671,200 2,795,400 2,702,250 2,401,200 2,525,400 2,432,250
1,712,797 1,927,416 1,758,187 269,141 305,989 272,836
358,975 372,269 358,975 - - -
46,507 61,071 46,507 - - -
39,492,896 40,371,650 39,553,869 32,516,410 32,895,600 32,176,765
12,187,500 12,187,500 12,187,500 12,187,500 12,187,500 12,187,500
5,062,733 5,076,866 5,062,733 4,062,500 4,062,500 4,062,500
5,649,925 6,061,558 5,533,574 8,328,165 8,325,838 8,101,053
23,325,924 22,783,807 24,578,165 24,575,838 24,351,053
2,956,920 3,444,582 3,088,911 - - -
25,857,078 26,770,506 25,872,718 24,578,165 24,575,838 24,351,053
401,564 400,616 401,564 - - -
170,470 183,683 68,608 102,424 115,976 -
2,077,140 2,547,970 2,127,371 2,077,140 2,547,970 2,127,371
2,333,644 1,815,875 2,430,608 758,681 655,816 698,341
8,653,000 8,653,000 8,653,000 5,000,000 5,000,000 5,000,000
13,635,818 13,601,144 13,681,151 7,938,245 8,319,762 7,825,712
39,492,896 40,371,650 39,553,869 32,516,410 32,895,600 32,176,765
0.188 0.191 0.184 0.202 0.202 0.194

verification of these balances is expected to be completed during 2025.

Omani Euro Food Industries Company SAOG:

Consolidated and separate condensed interim statement of profit or loss and other comprehensive income

for the three-month period ended 31 March 2025

The subsidiary recorded a loss of RO 137K during the period ended 31st March 2025 Group Parent
resulting in RO 111K share of loss on consolidation in the Parent Company books where Period from Period from 1 Period from Period from
the investment has been fully impaired. Efforts continue to implement the turnaround 1January 2025 January 2024 1January 2025 1January 2024
) R . ) . ) } . to 31 March 2025 to 31 March to 31 March to 31 March 2024
plan with strategic initiatives, including process efficiencies, product innovation, and (Un-audited) 2024 2025 (Un-audited)
n-audite . .

targeted marketing efforts to reposition the company for sustainable profitability. (Un-audited) (Un-audited)
Oman Hotels and Tourism Company SAOC Net investment income 472,725 935,488 425,874 781,865
The Associate recorded a profit of RO 227K during the period ended 31st March 2025 | Share of profit from investment in associates 154,055 303,222 178,307 231,697
resulting in RO 72K share of profit for O&E. With global hotel industry continuing to | Share of (loss) / profit from investment in subsidiaries - - (110,931) 72,360
navigate challenges, the company’s core business has not yet picked up momentum, | Goss (loss) / profit on sale of food products (50,518) 76,152 ; i}
partlc.ularly with the Ruyw ho.tel renovation completl(?n pendlng.ﬁnanc.lal injections. I.ts Other income 4,025 100,842 ) 68,000
Asso.aate Company, United Flnance C'om.pany SAOQG, is engaged in leasing and financial Total income 580,287 1,415,704 493,250 1,153,922
services and performs steadily contributing to the profit.

Expenses
Oman Fiber Optics Company SAOC Staff costs (210,452) (191,748) (80,646) (84,726)
This Associate Company consistently generates profits and has been one of the highest | Administrative expenses (158,997) (179,295) (86,254) (95,900)
dividend payers in O&E's investment portfolio for several years. Based on the first quarter | Provision for claims (100,000) - - -
results, the profit recorded during the period was RO 507K resulting in RO 106K share | Total expenses (469,449) (371,043) (166,900) (180,626)
of profit for O&E. Finance costs (126,478) (75,367) - (99,238) (47,499)

Net (loss) / profit before tax for the period (15,640) 969,294 227,112 925,797
Acknowledgement: |
On behalf of the Board, I take this opportunity to convey our heartfelt gratitude to the | o tax ) i i i i
Governments of the Sultanate of Oman and United Arab Emirates for their support to Net (loss) / profit after tax and total comprehensive
our Company, the stock market authorities, banks, shareholders and employees for their | (10ss)/income for the period (15,640) 969,294 227,112 925,797
guidance, cooperation and efforts. Net (loss) / profit after tax attributable to:

Parent Company 116,351 905,202 227,112 925,797
Dr. Abdullah Al Harthy Non-controlling interest (131,991) 64,092 - -
Vice Chairman (15,640) 969,294 227,112 925,797
12th May 2025 Earnings per share - basic and diluted (0.000) 0.008 0.002 0.008
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Macron open to potential
deployment of French
nuke weapons in Europe

Paris, France - French President
Emmanuel Macron said on
Tuesday that he was open to dis-
cussing the potential deploy-
ment of his country’s nuclear
weapons elsewhere in Europe.
The comments came in an in-
terview with French broadcaster
TF1on Tuesday evening.
Macron noted that the United
States already stations nuclear-
armed aircraft in Europe. “The
Americans have the bombs on
planes in Belgium, Germany,
Italy, Turkey,” Macron said. “We
are ready to open this discussion.
| will define the framework in a
very specific way in the weeks
and months to come,” he said.

Macron lists
conditions

In the interview, Macron made
clear that any expansion of
France's nuclear deterrence to
other European countries would
be subject to conditions.

France, the European Union's
only nuclear power, wouldn't pay
for the security of others, and its
own defence capabilities must
remain fully intact, he stressed.

Ultimate control over the use
of the weapons would also re-
main solely with the French pres-
ident, Macron said.

France held around 280 nu-
clear warheads in 2024, accord-
ing to figures from the Stockholm
International Peace Research In-
stitute. Its military has the power
to launch these independently
from its own submarines or use
jets to drop them from the sky.

Britain also has nuclear
weapons, some 225 of which are
stockpiled. But the country's Tri-
dent nuclear submarine pro-
gramme is closely linked to the
US system and relies on the US
for maintenance. This raises
‘concerns about (Trident's) inde-
pendence’, according to UK think
tank Chatham House.

Germany, others
open to proposal
Marcon proposed back in

March holding talks with Euro-
pean allies about how French
nuclear weapons could help
protect Europe.

These comments come as
many European leaders feel they
can no longer rely on the US' nu-
clear commitment to Europe
amid concerns of the Russian
threat to the continent.

Germany's Chancellor
Friedrich Merz has also ex-
pressed interest in his country
hosting French nuclear
weapons.

He stressed, however, at a
joint press conference with
Macron in Paris last week, that
this would be ‘expressly not a
substitute for the nuclear guar-
antee currently being given to
Europe by the United States of
America'.

Merz has also stressed in the
past that Germany ‘cannot and
must not have its own nuclear

weapons'.

Up to 20 US nuclear weapons
are already stationed at a Ger-
man military airbase.

Poland, Denmark and Lithua-
nia have said in the past months
that they were open to such a
possibility.

Polish Prime Minister Donald
Tusk said in March that Poland
was ‘talking seriously’ with
France about being protected by
French nuclear weapons.

Interest in Eastern Europe is
closely linked to fears of further
Russian aggression following its
invasion of Ukraine, but Macron
was careful not to drive up ten-
sions with Moscow.

In his Tuesday interview, he
also said that France didn't want
to unleash ‘World War IlI' over
Russia’s war in Ukraine.

“We must help Ukraine de-
fend itself but we do not want to
unleash a Third World War,”
Macron said.

“The war must cease and
Ukraine must be in the best pos-
sible situation to go into negoti-
ations,” he added.

DW

Armed
clashes
resume
in Libyan
capital

Tripoli, Libya - Armed
clashes resumed in the
Libyan capital Tripoli on
Wednesday,  witnesses
said.

The violence erupted
between armed groups in
Ain Zara, Ras Hassan, and
Bin Ashur neighbourhoods
in the capital, they said.

No information was yet
available about injuries.

Judicial Police said sev-
eral prisoners escaped from
Al-Jadida Prison in eastern
Tripoli as a result of the
clashes near the facility.

Police said most of the
escapees were sentenced
for serious crimes, warning
that the ongoing violence
could have serious conse-
quences on security in the
capital.

Libyan media said flights
were suspended at Mitiga
airport due to the clashes,
while the Education Min-
istry suspended classes at
schools in the capital.

The UN Support Mission
in Libya (UNSMIL) ex-
pressed concern over the
ongoing clashes in Tripoli.

“"UNSMIL is deeply
alarmed by escalating vio-
lence in densely populated
neighbourhoods of Tripoli
for the second night in a
row, placing countless civil-
ians at grave risk,” it said on
X, calling for an ‘immediate,
unconditional’ ceasefire in
all populated areas.

The clashes first erupted
on Monday following the
death of Abdel Ghani al-
Kikli, who heads the Stabil-
ity Support Apparatus
affiliated with the Presiden-
tial Council.

Libya has remained in
turmoil since 2011, when
longtime ruler Muammar
Gaddafi was ousted after
four decades in power.
Anadolu Agency

Mali's military
government
dissolves all

political

Bamako, Mali - Mali's military
government announced on Tues-
day that it has dissolved all polit-
ical parties in the West African
country.

Mamani Nassire, the minister
of political reforms, read out the
decree signed by military govern-
ment president Assimi Goita on
television.

"Political parties and organisa-
tions of a political nature are dis-
solved throughout the national
territory,” Nassire said.

"It is forbidden for members of
dissolved political parties and po-
litical organisations to hold any
meetings,” he added, reading
from the decree.

The announcement follows an
increasing number of pro-
democracy activists being kid-
napped from the streets of the
capital Bamako. It also comes
days after a pro-democracy
protest was held.

Why the ban?

Mali has been under military rule
since a pair of coups in 2020 and
2021 led by Goita. While the
leader has assured the people
that elections will be held, the

parties

promised ballot of February 2022
was delayed for ‘technical rea-
sons’. No revised timeline for
elections has been provided.

In April, ministers of the tran-
sitional  government
mended  extending
presidency until 2030.

On Monday, Mali's National
Transition Council, the transi-
tional legislative body, voted in
favour of the dissolution of politi-
cal parties.

“This decision deals a severe
blow to the reconciliation process
that began last year,” wrote
Mali's former prime minister,
Moussa Mara, on his X account.

Bamako has seen a wave of
protests in recent weeks. Several
hundred people took to the
streets on May 3 and May 4, car-
rying placards and demanding a
multi-party election.

A protest planned for May 9
led to the military government
suspending all political activities
in the country.

Several pro-democracy ac-
tivists have since gone missing,
sparking fears of a wider repres-
sion of dissent.

DW

recom-
Goita's

Trump administration cuts additional $450mn in grants to Harvard University

Washington, D.C., US - The
Trump administration is revok-
ing another US$450mn in fed-
eral grants to Harvard
University, claiming the lvy
League school has a 'long-stand-
ing policy and practice of dis-
criminating on the basis of race’
and has failed to curb anti-
semitism on campus.

The decision comes as part of
a broader campaign by the
Trump administration to dis-
mantle diversity, equity and in-
clusion (DEI) programmes and

The university has not immediately responded to the latest funding cuts

crackdown on pro-Palestinian
voices on US campuses, includ-
ing by seeking to deport foreign
students who have only ex-
pressed their views on the issue
peacefully. Harvard was among
the first universities to openly re-
sist federal demands to roll back
DEl initiatives and restrict stu-
dent demonstrations.

The decision to cut more
funds, announced on Tuesday
by the Joint Task Force to Com-
bat Anti-Semitism, brings the
total amount of federal funding

withheld from Harvard in recent
weeks to nearly US$2.7bn.

The task force accused Har-
vard of fostering a hostile envi-
ronment for Jewish students,
referencing recent findings by
the university's own Presidential
Task Force on Combating Anti-
semitism and Anti-Israeli Bias.

The statement described a
pattern of ‘pervasive insults,
physical assault, and intimida-
tion’ directed at Jewish students,
with little intervention from uni-
versity leadership.

However, some advocates
for Palestine say some of the al-
legations are meant to paint all
criticism of Israel as ‘anti-
semitic’, even though many
Jews in both Israel and the US
publicly challenge Israel's op-
pressive and genocidal policies
against Palestinians.

The university has not imme-
diately responded to the latest
funding cuts.

The conflict began after Har-
vard publicly released an April 11
letter from the administration’s

antisemitism task force, which
called for federal oversight of the
university's admissions, faculty
hiring and campus policies.

Harvard refused to comply
and later sued the administra-
tion, arguing the government
was using the threat of withhold-
ing federal funding to take con-
trol of its academic decisions.

Several US universities have
followed Harvard's lead in chal-
lenging the Trump administra-
tion's threats to cut funding.
Anadolu Agency

Colombia signs up to China’s Belt and Road Initiative

Beijing, China - Colombia has
signed a deal bringing it into Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping's signa-
ture Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI), Beijing's state media said
on Wednesday.

The agreement came after a
bilateral meeting between Xi and
Colombian President Gustavo
Petro that followed a Chinese-
hosted summit of Latin Ameri-
can and Caribbean leaders in
Beijing.

Two-thirds of Latin American
countries have already signed up
to the infrastructure initiative,
which aims to give Beijing global
political and economic clout in
exchange for Chinese invest-
ment in infrastructure and other
large-scale projects.

Latin America has become a

Gustavo Petro met with Xi Jinping on the sidelines of China-CELAC Forum

GUSTAVO PETRO

key arena as Washington and
Beijing vie for global influence.

What did Xi

and Petro say?

Xi urged the countries to ‘take
the opportunity of Colombia’s
formal joining the high-quality
Belt and Road Initiative family to
promote the quality upgrading of
cooperation’, the state-run news

agency Xinhua said.

Chinese state media also
quoted Xi as saying at the meet-
ing of the two that China was
‘ready to import more Colom-
bian products of high quality’.

Petro wrote on the social
media platform X, formerly Twit-
ter, that ‘the history of our for-
eign relations is changing'.

“From now on, Colombia will
interact with the entire world on
a footing of equality and free-
dom,” wrote Petro.

China urges ‘unity
and cooperation’
Xiused the China-CELAC Forum
on Tuesday to cast China as a
bastion of the multilateral order
as US President Donald Trump
continues to throw world mar-

kets into turmoil with trade poli-
cies that critics say are based
more on whimsy than sound
judgment.

The meeting came a day after
Woashington and Beijing both re-
duced huge tit-for-tat tariffs
amid a trade war provoked by
initial levies imposed by Trump
shortly after he took office.

In a seeming swipe at the US
under Trump, Xi told the forum
that 'bullying and hegemony will
only lead to self-isolation’.

“There are no winners in tariff
wars or trade wars,” he said.

“Only through unity and co-
operation can countries safe-
guard global peace and stability
and promote worldwide devel-
opment and prosperity,” he
said.

Beijing offers
development loans

Xi pledged US$9.2bn in 'devel-
opment’ credits, while also offer-
ing Beijing's cooperation in
fighting terrorism and transna-
tional organised crime.

He said Beijing would also put
in place scholarships and training
programmes.

Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi also seemed to target
the US when he spoke of a
‘major power' that was ‘ob-
sessed with the idea that might
makes right'.

He urged Latin American na-
tions to ‘join hands' with China to
defend their rights against a
country that is ‘using tariffs as a
weapon to bully other countries'.
DW
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[sraeli army Kills at least 70 Palestinians in strikes across Gaza

Gaza City/Istanbul - The Israeli
army killed at least 70 Pales-
tinians in pre-dawn airstrikes
on the Gaza Strip, the Health
Ministry said on Wednesday.

A ministry statement said
that scores of people were also
injured in the attacks that tar-
geted various areas across the
Palestinian enclave.

Medics said Israeli strikes
killed around 50 people in the
northern town of Jabalia and its
refugee camp.

The official news agency
Wafa said civil defence res-
cuers are struggling with lim-
ited capabilities to remove
victims from under the rubble

of the struck buildings in the
area.

A medical source told
Anadolu that five more people
were killed in separate

airstrikes targeting a civilian
gathering in Gaza City and a
home in the southern city of
Khan Younis.

In southern Gaza, a man, his
wife, and their two daughters
were killed in an Israeli strike on
their tent in the Al-Mawasi
area of Khan Younis.

Also in southeastern Khan
Younis, an Israeli airstrike hit a
home in the Al-Fukhari area,
killing 10 people, according to
the local Al-Agsa radio.

Body of a child being brought to Indonesian Hospital before burial in Jabalia, Gaza on Wednesday

At least 52,928 Palestinians
have been killed in Israel's
genocidal war on the Gaza Strip
since October 2023, the Health
Ministry said on Wednesday.

The Israeli army resumed its
assaults on the Gaza Strip on
March 18 and has since killed
nearly 2,800 people and in-
jured over 7,800 others, shat-
tering a ceasefire and prisoner
exchange agreement that took
hold in January.

Meanwhile, Denmark has
joined growing international
calls urging Israel to abandon
its planned large-scale offen-
sive in Gaza, describing the sit-
uation as ‘alarming and

unsustainable, and called for a
UN Security Council meeting
on the issue’, the Danish state
broadcaster DR reported on
Wednesday.

Foreign Minister Lars Lokke
Rasmussen said Denmark,
along with France, the United
Kingdom, and others, re-
quested an emergency meeting
of the UN Security Council to
address the escalating human-
itarian crisis in Gaza.

“"We strongly distance our-
selves from an Israeli offensive,
and Israel must ensure unhin-
dered access for emergency
aid,” Rasmussen said on X.
Anadolu Agency

India’s Defence Minister Rajnath Singh holds a meeting with the heads of

the armed forces, in New Delhi on Tuesday (ANI)

Defence exports
from India witness
‘34-fold jump over
the past decade’

New Delhi, India - Defence ex-
ports from India are at all-time
highs, having risen a whopping
34-fold over the past decade.

“India exported defence
goods worth Rs 23,622 crore in
2024-25 - a 34-fold rise as
against just Rs 686 crore in
2013-14," Defence Minister Ra-
jnath Singh's office said in a
post on X.

The defence minister’s office
asserted that India's defence
sector is growing stronger than
ever, driven by the spirit of a
self-reliant or ‘Atmanirbhar
Bharat'.

As part of its ‘Atmanirbhar’
and Make in India plans, the
government launched various
schemes, including the produc-
tion-linked incentive (PLI), in
various sectors to make Indian
manufacturers globally com-
petitive, attract investments,
enhance exports, integrate
India into the global supply
chain, and reduce dependency
on imports.

With the government's
thrust on the Make in India ini-

tiative, defence production has
surged to historic highs. This
rise in defence manufacturing
has also led to substantial re-
turns for investors in major de-
fence manufacturing PSUs over
the past years, according to an
official statement.

The government is investing
heavily in defence and
aerospace manufacturing, with
several defence hubs being set
up. Many global companies
have either shared or shown in-
tent to share critical defence
and aerospace knowledge with
India, the statement said.

A wide range of items, in-
cluding ammunition, arms, sub-
systems/systems, and parts
and components, were ex-
ported to around 80 countries
in the just-concluded financial
year, according to the Ministry
of Defence data.

The government is now aim-
ing for annual exports worth Rs
50,000 crore by 2029, thus
strengthening its global foot-
print, the statement said.

ANI

Trump lifts US sanctions
on Syria during Gulf visit

Riyadh, KSA - The US is lifting
sanctions on Syria to promote a
‘fresh start’ for the country, US
President Donald Trump said on
Wednesday.

Speaking at a Gulf-US summit
in the Saudi capital Riyadh,
Trump said the decision came
after talking with the leaders of
Turkiye and Saudi Arabia.

"After discussing the situation
with Crown Prince Mohammed
(bin Salman) and President
(Recep Tayyip) Erdogan of
Turkey, I'm also ordering the ces-
sation of sanctions against Syria
to give them a fresh start. It gives
(Syria) a chance for greatness,”
he said adding: .

The US president added: “The
sanctions were really crippling,
very powerful.”

"And | spoke to Mohammed
(bin Salman), and | spoke to our
friend from Turkey (Erdogan),
who we just spoke to also by
phone now, but felt very strongly
that this would give (Syria) a
chance. It's not going to be easy
anyway, (but it) gives them a
good, strong chance, and it was
my honour to do so,” he said.

“So we will be dropping all of
the sanctions on Syria, which |
think really is going to be a good
thing.”

Turning to Gaza, Trump ex-
pressed hope for the Palestinian
people, saying: “My administra-
tion shares the hope of so many
in this region for the future of
safety and dignity of the Pales-
tinian people.”

Trump has been silent on the
many credible accusations of Is-
raeli atrocities, including killing
tens of thousands of innocents,
in both the Gaza Strip and West
Bank,

The US president also called

US President Donald Trump meets with Syrian President Ahmed al-Shara along with the Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman in Riyadh on Wednesday

for the release of all prisoners in
Gaza, describing it as ‘a stepping
stone to peace’ adding: “I think
it's going to be happening.”

Trump accused former Presi-
dent Joe Biden of having policies
that empowered Iran, claiming
this contributed to instability in
the region.

He urged all nations to en-
force unilateral US sanctions on
Iran’s nuclear programme.

“l want to make a deal with
Iran, | want to do something, if
it's possible. But for that to hap-
pen, it must stop sponsoring ter-
ror, halt its bloody proxy wars,
and permanently and verifiably

cease its pursuit of nuclear
weapons.”

Trump also touched on the
appointment of his close friend
Michel Issa as US ambassador to
Lebanon, saying: “This is a once-
in-a-generation opportunity to
forge a Lebanon that is prosper-
ous and at peace with its neigh-
bours. And | think things can
really happen there.”

Trump further expressed his
desire to expand the Abraham
Accords, controversial pacts
signed during his first term to
normalise diplomatic relations
between Israel and Arab nations
in the region.

Trump meets

Syrian president
Meanwhile, Syrian President
Ahmad al-Sharaa and Trump
held their first-ever meeting in
Riyadh, on Wednesday. Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman attended the meeting,
which was also joined by Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
via phone call. The meeting ad-
dressed partnership in countert-
errorism, the Syria's foreign
ministry said.

Calling the meeting ‘historic’,
the foreign ministry said the
meeting underlined the impor-
tance of lifting the sanctions im-

posed on Syria and supporting
the recovery and reconstruction
efforts. “The meeting addressed
ways of partnership between
Syria and the US in the field of
combating terrorism and coop-
eration in eliminating the influ-
ence of non-state actors and
non-Syrian armed groups that
hinder stability, including ISIS
(Daesh) and other threats.”

According to the ministry,
Trump affirmed his country’s
commitment to standing by Syria
during this critical phase.

The Saudi Crown Prince, for
his part, stressed the necessity of
lifting sanctions on Syria to
achieve stability in the region, the
statement said.

The ministry added Sharaa
expressed his gratitude for re-
gional and international support,
emphasising Syria's confident
path toward the future.

Anadolu Agency

Russia confirms participation in
peace talks with Ukraine in Istanbul

Moscow, Russia - Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov con-
firmed on Wednesday that the
Russian delegation will wait for
their Ukrainian counterparts in
Istanbul on Thursday to resume
peace talks interrupted in March
2022.

Speaking at a press briefing in
Moscow, Peskov noted that all
said by Russian President
Vladimir Putin regarding the re-
sumption of negotiations in Istan-
bul remain relevant, without
naming who will represent Rus-
sia. "We will do that (name the
members of the Russian delega-
tion) once we receive corre-
sponding instructions from the
president. So far, no such instruc-
tions have been given.

“"However, | can confirm that
everything stated by the presi-
dent in his declaration on May 11
remains valid. The Russian dele-
gation will wait for the Ukrainian

delegation in Istanbul on May 15,
Thursday,” he said.

Meanwhile, US President
Donald Trump said on Wednes-
day that Russian President

Vladimir Putin would ‘like" him to
attend the upcoming peace talks
with Ukraine in Istanbul, holding
the door open to his participation.

"I don't know if he's showing
up. | know he would like me to be
there. And that's a possibility,”
the US president told reporters
aboard Air Force One.

“|'ve been thinking about that.
Now tomorrow, we're all booked
out, you understand that. We're
going to UAE tomorrow. So we
have a very full situation. Now
that doesn't mean | wouldn't do it
to save a lot of lives and come
back. But yeah, I've been thinking
about it. | don't know that he
would be there if I'm not there.
We're going to find out,” Trump
added.

CHIEF JUSTICE OF INDIA

Indian President Droupadi Murmu administers the oath of office to Justice Bhushan Ramkrishna Gavai as
the 52nd Chief Justice of India, at Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi on Wednesday (AN
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TOTAL DOMINATION

All-round excellence
powers Oman to emphatic
series win against Bahrain

Muscat - In a solid display of all-
round dominance, Oman re-
cently completed a clean sweep
of the three-match T20I
women'’s series against Bahrain
at the Oman Cricket Academy
ground in Al Amerat.

The victories, by five wickets
in the first match, 57 runs in the
second, and five wickets again in
the third, highlighted the team’s
growing confidence, discipline,
and unity as they continue to
build momentum for future chal-
lenges.

Oman started the series with
a composed run chase in the
opening T20l, overcoming
Bahrain's modest total of 87 with
five wickets in hand. In the sec-
ond encounter, Oman asserted
full control with both bat and ball,
securing a dominant 57-run vic-
tory built on a solid team batting
performance (162/5) and sharp
bowling spells to restrict the visi-
tors to 105/5.

The third and final match saw
a repeat of the team'’s consis-
tency, as Oman again chased
down the target of 93 with poise
to seal the 3-0 result as they
reached 95/5 in 14.5 overs.

The series was shaped by
outstanding all-round contribu-
tions from several Omani play-
ers. Opening batter
Jayadhanyha Gunasekar, was a
standout performer with the bat,
scoring 84 runs across the three
matches and providing Oman

with much-needed stability at
the top of the order. Her partner-
ships with fellow opener Trupti
Pawde ensured that Oman had
a solid foundation in every
match.

Team captain Priyanka Men-
donca anchored the middle
order with composed innings
that added 68 runs to her tally.
Her leadership with both bat
and ball proved pivotal, particu-
larly with her performance as a
spinner, where she claimed six
wickets, the highest across the

DESMOND BERHARDT

series. Sameera Khan also made
a strong impact with the ball,
taking five wickets, including
crucial breakthroughs with the
new ball and during the death
overs.

Jayadhanyha added to her
contributions with the ball as
well, taking four wickets, show-
casing her value as a reliable all-
rounder.

Coach Desmond Berhardt,
who has overseen the team'’s
rapid development despite lim-
ited international exposure in re-

Oman players celebrate winning a match against Bahrain during the recent T20I series

cent months, expressed deep
pride in the players' resilience and
performance.

He said: “I am absolutely
thrilled by the team'’s brilliant per-
formance and hard work that led
to the recent 3-0 victory against
the Bahrain Women's National
Team.”

“It's remarkable how much the
team and support staff achieved
with such a short preparation pe-
riod.”

While acknowledging the
signs of rust due to a lack of com-
petitive international cricket,
Berhardt praised the team'’s abil-
ity to adapt under pressure.

"The team's ability to leverage
their experience and skills to nav-
igate challenging situations
speaks volumes about their re-
silience and talent,” he added.

He reserved special praise for
the batters who laid the ground-
work for Oman's wins.

"l wanted to acknowledge the
outstanding contributions of our
batters, Jayadhanyha and Trupti,
for consistently providing us with
solid starts in all three games.
The responsible innings played
by our captain, Priyanka, in the
middle order, along with the im-
pactful cameos from Fiza Javed,
Hina Javed, and Sameera, were
also crucial.”

On the bowling front, the
team’s spinners were instrumen-
tal in applying pressure on the
Bahrain batters. “Our spinners -
Priyanka, Amanda, and Jayad-
hanyha - were exceptional, tak-
ing 13 wickets. Sameera's
contribution of five wickets with
the new ball and in the death
overs was also noteworthy,”
Berhardt said.

Taiwo Awoniyi suffered the injury when he collided with the goalpost

while attempting to connect a cross from Anthony Elanga

Forest striker
Awoniyi placed
in induced coma
after surgery

London, England - Nottingham
Forest striker Taiwo Awoniyi is
in an induced coma after under-
going surgery on a serious ab-
dominal injury, according to
British media reports.

The Nigeria international, 27,
collided with the goalpost in the
88th minute of Sunday's 2-2
Premier League draw with Le-
icester City at the City Ground,
attempting to connect with a
cross from Anthony Elanga.

Awoniyi, who joined Forest
from Union Berlin in June 2022,
came on as a late substitute for
Ibrahim Sangare and spent only
five minutes on the pitch before
the incident.

He received immediate
treatment on the field and then
rejoined the game but was
limping for the last 10 minutes
of the match.

The BBC was among British
media outlets that reported late
on Tuesday that Awoniyi had
been placed in an induced coma
after having the first phase of
surgery.

In a statement earlier on
Tuesday, Forest said Awoniyi
had undergone surgery and was
“recovering well".

“Nottingham Forest can con-
firm that Taiwo Awoniyi is re-
covering well so far following
urgent surgery on a serious ab-
dominal injury sustained during
Sunday’s match against Leices-
ter City,” the club said.

Forest owner Evangelos
Marinakis came onto the pitch
after the Leicester game and
appeared to remonstrate with
manager Nuno Espirito Santo.

Espirito Santo said that the
incident was due to Marinakis's
frustration over Awoniyi not
being substituted.

The Forest manager added
that the Nigeria international
was left on due to a misunder-
standing between the coaching
and medical departments.

Forest on Tuesday dismissed
reports as “fake news” that
Marinakis was involved in a
confrontation with the man-
ager.

CASupholds
Uruguay
players’ ban
after Copa
America brawl

The Court of Arbitration for Sport
rejected an appeal on Tuesday by
several Uruguay players and the
country’'s football association
(AUF) against disciplinary sanc-
tions imposed by CONMEBOL
following a brawl during last
year's Copa America semi-final
against Colombia.

The South American football
governing body fined the AUF
and the players for their involve-
ment in a fight between Colom-
bia fans and Uruguay supporters.

After Colombia sealed a 1-0
victory, Uruguay players climbed
into the stands and exchanged
blows with opposition fans.

CAS dismissed the appeal to
cancel or reduce the suspensions,
ruling that the players' self-de-
fence argument did not consti-
tute legitimate defence.

“The panel found that, in this
case, the principle of self-de-
fence does not apply, and that
the players' conduct constituted
voluntary, violent, and unjusti-
fied action,” CAS said in a state-
ment.

Sunderland’s Daniel Ballard scores against Coventry City

Ballard goal sends Sunderland
into Championship playoff final

Sunderland, England - Sunder-
land will face Sheffield United in
the Championship playoff final
after Daniel Ballard's header in
the final seconds of extra time
snatched a 1-1 home draw
against Coventry City on Tues-
day to secure a 3-2 aggregate
victory.

The hosts were closing in on

Sampdoria players look heartbroken after their match against Juve Stabia

a place in the May 24 final at
Wembley after Friday's 2-1
first-leg win, but Coventry's
Ephron Mason-Clark levelled
the tie 15 minutes from time.
While Frank Lampard's
Coventry looked the better
team throughout, Sunderland
came alive in extra time and
Ballard sent the Stadium of

Light into raptures in the 123rd
minute, rising to crash home a
header from a corner.

Sunderland knew the dan-
gers of getting ahead of them-
selves, having held a 2-1
advantage after the first leg of
their 2022-23 playoff semi-
final against Luton Town only to
lose the return fixture 2-0.

Former Serie A champions
Sampdoria relegated to Serie C

Genoa, ltaly - Former Serie A
champions and European Cup fi-
nalists Sampdoria have been rel-
egated to the third tier of Italian
football for the first time in their
78-year history after being held
to a goalless draw at Juve Stabia
on Tuesday.

Sampdoria won their sole top-
flight title in 1991 during a golden
period for the club when ‘The
Goal Twins' Gianluca Vialli and
Roberto Mancini terrorized ltal-
ian defences.

But they have failed to win a

trophy since the Italian Cup in
1994 and after being relegated
from the top flight in 2023 they
will play in Serie C next season
after missing out on the relega-
tion playoffs.

Sampdoria started the season
with 2006 World Cup winner
Andrea Pirlo in charge but a suc-
cession of coaching changes saw
former AC Milan midfielder Al-
berico Evani appointed in April in
a last-gasp effort to avoid the
drop but he was unable to steer
them to safety.

Pierre Kalulu

Juve’s Kalulu
banned for
two matches
for hitting
Lazio’s
Castellanos

Rome, Italy - Juventus de-
fender Pierre Kalulu will
miss the last two league
games of the season after
he was suspended follow-
ing a red card during Satur-
day's 1-1 draw at Lazio for
hitting Taty Castellanos,
Serie A said on Tuesday.

Kalulu, who has made
29 league appearances this
season, will miss the
matches against Udinese
and Venezia as fourth-
placed Juventus, who are
equal on points with fifth-
placed Lazio, fight for a top-
four finish and a place in
next season's Champions
League. Reports from vari-
ous outlets including La
Gazzetta dello Sport claim
that Juventus will also give
Kalulu a fine of around

50,000- 60,000 for his
actions during the 1-1 draw
against Lazio.

Juventus coach Igor
Tudor was disappointed
with the red card. “I don't
know how much contact he
actually made, but it was a
naive thing to do. Kalulu is
a good guy, we accept this
red card.”
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‘UNFORGETTABLE YEARS'

Ancelotti reflects on his success and legacy at Real ahead of Brazil switch

Madrid, Spain - Carlo Ancelotti
said on Tuesday he was proud of
the legacy he had built in four
mostly successful years in his
second tenure at Real Madrid
and will only have good memo-
ries as he heads to Brazil to take
over the five-time world champi-
ons.

Wednesday's LaLiga match at
home to Mallorca was on the
back burner during the pre-
match press conference one day
after the Brazilian FA (CBF) an-
nounced that the Italian would
become Brazil coach after leaving
Real at the end of the season.

All but the opening question
from Real's in-house TV channel
were related to Ancelotti's immi-
nent move, but he said his focus
will be in Spain until he travels to
Brazil on May 25.

“There have been some unfor-
gettable years that I'll carry
dearly close to my heart,” An-
celotti told reporters.

"Football, like life itself, is full
of adventures that begin but
eventually have to end. | always
knew that one day it would come
to an end my time here at Real.

“It has been a wonderful pe-
riod which is comingtoanend. A
great time. But if even life comes
to an end, imagine what it's like
when a period with a football
team comes to an end. I've en-
joyed it, and | want to finish it
well. And then, on the 26th, I'l
talk about another challenge.”

The fact Real have yet to offi-
cially announce Ancelotti's de-
parture was raised by reporters
but he played it down and said
everything was done in accor-

Real Madrid players throw Carlo Ancelotti in the air after their Champions League triumph in 2024

CARLO ANCELOTTI

dance with all the parts involved.

“Real will issue a statement
when they think adequate, but
there is no problem or issue be-
tween all parts whatsoever,” An-
celotti said.

“I never had problems with
Real and never will have prob-
lems with Real. It's a club that
lives dearly in my heart, but ev-
erything in life has a date to end.”

The 65-year-old Ancelotti,
one of the most decorated man-
agers in world football, has
steered Real to even more tro-
phies in his second spell with the
Spanish giants but they are set to
finish this season without any sil-
verware.

Second-placed Real are seven
points adrift of Barcelona, who

could secure the league title on
Wednesday without kicking a
ball if Real fail to beat Mallorca.

Regardless of Real's result, a
Barca victory in the city derby at
Espanyol on Thursday would
clinch the title.

An official announcement on
Ancelotti is expected before
Madrid's last game of the season
at home to Real Sociedad on May
25, with the club’s former mid-
fielder Xabi Alonso, 43, set to be
his replacement.

Vinicius,
Vazquez
add to Real
Madrid's
injury woes

Madrid, Spain - Real
Madrid forward Vinicius Jr
and  defender  Lucas
Vazquez could miss some
time in the title run-in after
picking up injuries following
Sunday's 4-3 loss to
Barcelona, the club said.

Vinicius, who has scored
11 goals and provided seven
assists in the league this
season, has a left ankle
sprain while Vazquez has a
thigh muscle injury, Real
said on Monday.

The news comes after
the defeat by Barcelona at
the weekend left Real seven
points behind the leaders in
the Laliga title race with
just three matches left.

The club did not provide
a timeline for the players’
return. Real are already
without a number of first-
team players due to injury
including Daniel Carvajal,
Eder Militao, Eduardo Ca-
mavinga, Antonio Rudiger,
Ferland Mendy and David
Alaba.

Vinicius
Junior

Missing
paperwork
dashes
Dutch club's
European
dreams

Sittard-Geleen, Nether-
lands - Dutch top-flight club
Fortuna Sittard's push for a
place in next season’s Eu-
ropa Conference League
has hit an obstacle no tacti-
cal masterclass could over-
come -- missing paperwork.

With two rounds left in
the Eredevisie, Fortuna Sit-
tard are ninth in the stand-
ings, a position that would
earn them a berth in a play-
off for a spot in the Confer-
ence League.

However, the Sittard-
Geleen-based outfit do not
have a UEFA license after
failing to apply before the
April 8 deadline and are in-
eligible to participate in Eu-
ropean competition next
season.

“At that time, the club
did not meet all the require-
ments, including the sub-
mission of an external
auditor's report in accor-
dance with UEFA rules,” the
club said in a statement.

“This ruled out participa-
tion in the play-offs for Eu-
ropean football in advance.”

General manager Mar-
tijn Merks expressed his
disappointment at the situ-
ation, but stressed that it
was important for the club
to be transparent.

“We are currently busy
preparing for the new
league season and in the
meantime continuing the
future-proofing of the club,”
Merks added. “We expect
to meet the licence require-
ments in the new season
without any problems.”

Atletico always thinking about

iImproving, says Simeone

Madrid, Spain - Atletico Madrid
will continue their efforts to close
the gap on their rivals next sea-
son, manager Diego Simeone
said on Wednesday as his side
look to end the current campaign
on a high after falling out of the
Laliga title race.

Atletico's close-season trans-
fer window last year was head-
lined by forward Julian Alvarez,
with the club also signing mid-
fielder Conor Gallagher, centre
back Robin Le Normand and
striker Alexander Sorloth.

Atletico, who last won Laliga
in 2021, were in the running for
the title this campaign and even
topped the standings at the
halfway mark, but Simeone's
side faded and now sit third with
70 points from 35 matches.

Barcelona are top with 82
points, seven ahead of bitter ri-
vals Real Madrid in second place.
Barca could secure the title on
Wednesday without kicking a
ball if Real fail to beat Mallorca.

“In every season we take
steps, last year with the arrival of
players and next year we are
going to do it the same way, al-
ways thinking about improving,”

Diego Simeone

DIEGO SIMEONE

Simeone told reporters ahead of
Thursday's trip to 11th-placed
Osasuna.

Atletico will also have one eye
on the upcoming Club World
Cup.

The expanded 32-team tour-
nament runs from June 14 to
July 13 in the United States with
$1 billion in prize money at
stake.

“The money at stake is for
those who are thinking about
that competition. For us it's a
very nice tournament, it's excit-
ing to represent Atletico and we
hope to get there in the best
way,” Simeone said.

The Argentine was also asked
about Carlo Ancelotti, who will
leave Real at the end of the sea-
son to become the new coach of
the Brazil national team.

Ancelotti has enjoyed four
hugely successful years in his
second tenure with the Spanish
giants but they are set to finish
this season without a trophy.

The ltalian is set to be re-
placed at the Bernabeu by former
Real midfielder Xabi Alonso.

“As a coach, we all have admi-
ration for his work, not only for
everything he managed at Real
Madrid, but for his entire sport-
ing career. I'm an admirer of his,
| love him very much, he knows
that and | wish him all the best,”
Simeone said.

Gjert Ingebrigtsen is accused of abusing his twice Olympic gold medallist

son Jakob and daughter Ingrid

Prosecutors seek
jail term for
Ingebrigtsen’s dad

Oslo, Norway - Norwegian pros-
ecutors are seeking a two-and-a-
half-year prison sentence for
Gjert Ingebrigtsen, who is ac-
cused of abusing his twice
Olympic gold medallist son
Jakob and daughter Ingrid, Nor-
wegian media reported on Tues-
day.

The back-to-back 5,000 me-
tres world champion Jakob Inge-
brigtsen took the stand in March,
where he described a childhood
marked by fear and manipulation
and told the court about several
incidents of violence.

Gjert  Ingebrigtsen  has

pleaded not guilty and repeat-
edly denied the charges. He
faces up to six years in prison if
convicted. His attorney did not
immediately respond to a re-
quest for comment.

Prosecutor Ellen Gimre said
that “the clear starting point in
such cases is unconditional im-
prisonment.”

“In addition to the violence it-
self, it is also a breach of the trust
between close relations. It's the
constant fear of when the next
episode of violence, the next
threat, or the next violation will
occur,” said Gimre.

FIFA targets $1bn revenue from Women's World Cup, says Infantino

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia - FIFA is
targeting $1 billion in revenue
from the Women's World Cup,
global football governing body's
president Gianni Infantino said
on Tuesday at the Saudi Arabia-
US Investment Forum 2025 in
Riyadh.

The 2023 Women's World
Cup, hosted by Australia and
New Zealand, broke even after
generating more than $570 mil-
lion in revenue.

“Women's football and
women in football are crucially
important...,” said Infantino.

“It's growing as well, and ex-
ponentially, and we are target-
ing that as well to have $1 billion
revenue just with the Women's
World Cup to reinvest in the
women's game.”

The next women's World
Cup in 2027 will be hosted by
Brazil, making it the first edition
to be held in South America.

FIFA President Gianni Infantino speaks at the Saudi-US Investment

Forum 2025 on Tuesday

The United States is poised to
be named host of the 2031 edi-
tion, which will be expanded to
48 teams from 32.

Infantino also said there was
massive potential for football to
generate more revenue outside
Europe.

“If the rest of the world, in
particular Saudi Arabia or the
United States of America,
would do just 20% of what Eu-
rope does in soccer, we (could

reach an amount of over) half a
trillion (dollars) or more of GDP
impact (with our sport),” he
said.

“Saudi Arabia, by the way, is
doing exceptionally good, as
well, by creating a women'’s
league, a women’'s national
team. Women's football is re-
ally the only team sport for
women that has such a huge
audience and impact as well,”
he added.
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NATIONAL DUTY
TOP PRIORITY

WTC final-bound South Africa players
likely to leave before IPL playoffs

Mumbai, India - The eight
South African players involved
in both IPL 2025 and the World
Test Championship (WTC)
final are expected to leave India
by May 25, as per the initial
NOCs issued to them.

Kagiso Rabada (GT), Lungi
Ngidi (RCB), Tristan Stubbs
(DC), Aiden Markram (LSG),
Ryan Rickelton, Corbin Bosch
(both  MI), Marco Jansen
(PBKS) and Wiaan Mulder
(SRH) will return home to South
Africa before leaving for the
United Kingdom on May 30
with the rest of the squad. That
will rule them out of the
rescheduled IPL playoffs which
is an issue currently under dis-
cussion between CSA and the
BCCI.

ESPNcricinfo understands
that given the importance of the
WTC final, CSA is hopeful the
BCCI will understand their deci-
sion to not extend NOCs for
those players to June 3 but con-
cerned that it will create tension
in the relationship between the
two boards.

National coach Shukri Con-
rad and director of national
teams and high performance
Enoch Nkwe both said they un-
derstood that the May 25 dead-
line was still in place.

"The initial agreement with

IPL-BCCI was, with the final
being on the 25th, our players
would return on the 26th, so
that it allows them ample time
before we fly out on the 30th,"
Conrad said in Johannesburg
after South Africa announced
their WTC final squad.

"That is the ongoing conver-
sations that are being had be-
tween people in a higher pay
grade than | am - the director of
cricket [Nkwe] and Pholetsi
[Moselki, the CSA chief execu-
tive]. They're dealing with that.

clear, and we are finalising that
with IPL and BCClI, is sticking to
our original plan when it comes
to the WTC preparations, obvi-
ously with May 26 being the
latest for the Test guys to come
back."

South Africa will arrive in
England on May 31 and then
play Zimbabwe in a four-day
warm-up match in Arundel
from June 3, the day of the final
of the IPL. The WTC final runs
from June 11to 15.

GT, RCB, PBKS and MI are

SHUKRI CONRAD, SOUTH AFRICA COACH

We want our players back on
the 26th and hopefully that
comes to fruition."

Nkwe, at the same engage-
ment, indicated talks were on-
going and CSA was hopeful the
players would prioritise the
WTC.

"It is an individual decision,
obviously, to return or to play or
continue," Nkwe said.

"But one thing we've made it

well-placed to finish in the top
four in the IPL 2025 points table
with DC also having a chance to
make the playoffs. SRH are al-
ready knocked out of the race to
the playoffs while LSG are on
the brink of elimination.

GT might miss Rabada for
the playoffs while PBKS might
be without Jansen, if CSA sticks
to its initial agreement with the
IPL.

Marco Jansen has been a key player for Punjab Kings, and they will miss him if they reach the play-offs

Boult expected
toreturn for
remainder of IPL

Mumbeai, India - Trent Boult is
likely to return for the remainder
of IPL2025. It is a shot in the arm
for Mumbeai Indians (MI), con-
sidering Boult has been a key
part of their success in a season
where they have bounced back
from a weak start to emerge as a
strong contender for the play-
offs.

Boult, 36, was MI's most ex-
pensive signing at the last mega
auction at INR 12.5 crore (USD
1.49 million approx.). The left-
arm quick has shown why he
ranks among the best: currently
he is Ml's leading wicket-taker
this season and joint-fourth-
highest overall with 18 wickets
at an economy rate of 8.49.

He also won the
Player-of-the-

Match award for

his 4 for 26 in the

away match against Sunrisers
Hyderabad (SRH).

MI are one of the franchises
that could be severely impacted
by the rescheduling of the IPL
after it was suspended for a
week on May 10. The five-time
champions are still waiting on
the availability of three of their
first-choice over-
seas players:
the  South
African pair of
Ryan Rickelton
and Corbin
Bosch and Eng-
land batting all-
rounder Will Jacks.

On Tuesday,

Cricket  South

Africa

said that

the NOCs given

to South African players par-
ticipating in IPL would only run
until May 25, the original end
date of the tournament, and dis-

cussions were on with the BCCI
to figure out the way forward.
Both Rickelton and Bosch are
part of South Africa's squad for
the World Test Championship
(WTC) final and CSA has said
the selected players would need
to assemble by the end of May
to prepare for the marquee Test
event.

As for Jacks, ESPNcricinfo has
learned that the ECB has told
England players bound for the
IPL to return in time for the home
ODI series against West Indies
starting on May 29.

Trent Boult

IPL to allow
temporary
replacements
for last leg of

the season

New Delhi, India - The IPL
will allow franchises to sign
temporary  replacement
players for the final stages
of the rearranged 2025 sea-
son - but those players will
not be eligible for retention
ahead of the next auction.

The league will resume
on Saturday after its sus-
pension due to cross-bor-
der India-Pakistan tensions,
with the new dates prompt-
ing calendar clashes for a
handful of players. The ma-
jority of overseas players
will return to India for the
rest of the season but some
have withdrawn, including
Jake Fraser-McGurk (Delhi
Capitals) and Jamie Over-
ton (Chennai Super Kings).

The IPL's regulations
permit teams to sign re-
placements in the event of
iliness or injury provided it
occurs during or before
their 12th match of the sea-
son. But the league has
taken the call to change
those rules, enabling tem-
porary replacements to be
signed for the remainder of
the rearranged season.

However, the replace-
ments signed after the
league's suspension will not
be eligible for retention
ahead of next season. The
move is designed to avoid a
situation where franchises
are effectively incentivised
to sign replacements as a
way of circumventing the
auction process, rather than
for legitimate reasons.

DC sign Mustafizur after Fraser-McGurk leaves

New Delhi, India - Australia bat-
ter Jake Fraser-McGurk has be-
come the second overseas name
after Jamie Overton, Chennai
Super Kings' (CSK) English re-
cruit, to confirm his pull-out from
IPL 2025, which will resume on
May 17. Fraser-McGurk, who was
signed by Delhi Capitals (DC) at
the mega auction for INR 9 crore
(USD 1.07 million approx.) is un-
derstood to have informed the
franchise that he will not rejoin
the squad.

Bangladesh  fast  bowler
Mustafizur Rahman has replaced
him at DC for INR 6 crore.
Mustafizur has previously played
for DCin IPL 2022 and IPL 2023,
picking up nine wickets across
those seasons. However, he will
not be eligible for retention by DC
for IPL 2026 as per the tweaked
replacement rules.

The IPL's original regulations
permit teams to sign replace-
ments in the event of illness or in-
jury provided it occurs during or
before their 12th match of the
season. But the league has taken

Jake Fraser-McGurk

the call to change those rules, en-
abling temporary replacements
to be signed for the remainder of
the rearranged season.

From being indispensable to-
wards the end of IPL 2024,

Fraser-McGurk became dispens-
able for DC by the halfway mark
this season after poor returns
with the bat. Fraser-McGurk, 23,
opened in DC's first six matches,
but returned single-digit scores in

five of them with a highest score
of 38 in an overall tally of 55 runs
before he was benched.

Despite that, the development
won't help DC, who remain in
contention for the playoffs, as it is

understood they are still waiting
for confirmations from several of
their first-choice overseas play-
ers.

That list includes Australia
left-arm quick Mitchell Starc and
the South African pair of Faf du
Plessis and Tristan Stubbs.

Stubbs is part of South Africa's
squad for the World Test Cham-
pionship final, which begins on
June 11 at Lord's, and CSA has
said that the WTC-bound players
will have to abide by the initial
NOCs, which run up to May 25 -
the original date for the IPL final.

Jasmine Paolini reaches ltalian Open semifinals

Rome, Italy - Jasmine Paolini be-
came the first ltalian woman to
reach the Italian Open semi-finals
since 2014 when she beat Rus-
sian world number 11 Diana
Shnaider 6-7(1) 6-4 6-2 on Tues-
day.

In a stunning first-set collapse,
Paolini was 4-0 up but lost the
next five games before Shnaider
then forced a tiebreak, which the
21-year-old Russian dominated.

Backed into a corner, world

number  five  Paolini
mounted a come-
back of her own in
the second set,
winning six succes-
sive games after
trailing 4-0.

Down a break in the decider,
French Open runner-up Paolini
continued to show resilience
with the crowd behind her to be-
come the first Italian woman to
reach the last four of the WTA
1000 event since doubles part-
ner Sara Errani just over a decade
ago.

Paolini, who reached the last
four in Rome for the first time, will
face Peyton Stearns for a spot in
the final after the American
knocked out Elina Svitolina 6-2 4-
6 7-6(4).

Inthe men's draw, world num-
ber one Jannik Sinner overcame
Argentina's Francisco Cerundolo
7-6(2) 6-3 to extend his winning
streak to 24 matches, which

Jasmine Paolini

started in October last year.

The 23-year-old continued his
run of reaching the quarter-finals
at every event played since the
start of 2024.

Fellow Italian Lorenzo Musetti,
seeded eighth, powered to a 7-5
6-4 win against Daniil Medvedev
to set up a quarter-final clash
with  defending  champion
Alexander Zverev, after the Ger-
man second seed beat French-
man Arthur Fils 7-6(3) 6-1.

Earlier on Tuesday, four-times
Grand Slam champion Carlos Al-
caraz recovered from a second
set blip to beat world number 24
Karen Khachanov 6-3 2-6 7-5
and reach the quarter-finals for
the first time.



weeke

THURSDAY, MAY 15, 2025 |

14

INTOWN

Oman British Society holds
a symposium on Unlocking
Oman'’s Future...
|

OMANI STARTUP

VOO

Omani entrepreneur Khalid al
Khalifan turns palm waste into a
successful global venture of
manufacturing durable doors

SUCCE

15

SUMMER COOLERS
Make a refreshing drink to
take on the heat and un-
leash a cool clime
|

Mohammed Taha

n a rare industrial breakthrough from

the Arab world, an Omani entrepreneur

has turned agricultural waste into a

commercially viable business, earning

global recognition for his efforts to re-

cycle discarded palm fronds into high-
quality building materials.

Khalid Mohammed Ahmed al Khalifan, a
native of the Wilayat of Ibra in North Shar-
giyah, is the founder of Oman PVC, the only
factory in the region producing doors, floor-
ing, and decorative panels from palm tree
waste. His innovation was awarded a na-
tional patent in 2021 by the Ministry of Com-
merce, Industry and Investment Promotion.

In an exclusive interview with Muscat
Daily, Khalid said he began his professional
journey as a technician in the private sector
before launching an aluminium unit focused
on doors, windows and kitchen fittings. In
2019, he ventured into entrepreneurship,
motivated by a desire to use locally available
resources more effectively.

"Starting to think about establishing any
industrial or commercial project is the first
step towards independence and self-re-
liance," he said. "Each of us has personal and
social dreams and ambitions. Establishing,
expanding, and managing a private project is
one of the practical ways to achieve them."

Recognising the economic and environ-
mental potential of the palm industry’s
byproducts, he developed a process to con-
vert palm fronds into durable, weather-resis-
tant building materials. The products are
now exported to Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and
Egypt.

"One of our most important industries is
the use of palm tree waste in the manufac-
ture of doors, wooden panels, frames
quet flooring, and some decorations,” Khalid
said. "We coordinate with farmers n
burn this waste, so we can collect it fc
fee that benefits the farmer himse
rather than polluting the environment.”

In 2022, Khalid and his team cor
structed a 21m-high, 6m-wide doc
using palm fronds and plastic waste co
lected from various parts of Oman. Tl
project earned recognition from Guinn:
World Records as the largest door nr
from recycled materials.

“Through this door project, we hope to
spread a culture of recycling among
people, encourage people to dispose of
waste in designated places, use reusable
shopping bags, and raise awareness of the
dangers of plastic waste and the need w ie-
cycle palm waste to increase national in-
come,” he said.

Explaining the production process, Khalid
said,"It wasn't easy. We began by collecting
around 50 tonnes of palm fronds, which we
ground, treated with chemicals, and pressed
using high-temperature machines. After sev-

16

ENTERTAINMENT
A peek into tinsel town,
in Hollywood and
Bollywood
|

the materials, and contain antioxidants and
jodine salts that improve resilience.

“According to a recent study, 37 per cent
of the energy used in homes is lost through
doors and windows,"” Khalid said. “Choosing
our wood-plastic doors would be the ideal
choice to reduce the amount of heat lost.”

Despite growing interest in his products,
he acknowledged several challenges, includ-
ing fluctuating global market conditions, dif-
ficulties in accessing financing, and
increasing electricity costs.

Khalid urged young entrepreneurs to base
their ideas on solid research, remain patient,
and think originally. He also encouraged
them to seek institutional support to further
their goals.

“"We advise young people to seize oppor-
tunities, avoid imitations, and support local
innovation by attending conferences and
seminars,” he added.

Fach of us has personal

and social dreams and

ambitions. Establishing,
expanding, and

eral iterations, we finally succeeded in pro- manag’ing a p?”i@ate
ducing our first door from palm frond waste.” . .
He said international exposure, particu- p?”O]eC't 1S one Ofthe
larly visits to Asia and Europe to study man- t . l t
ufacturing techniques, helped overcome p?’ac ia Z@)ClyS 0
early technical challenges. achz'eve them
The company's products are engineered
to endure high temperatures, ultraviolet ra-
diation and coastal humidity. They are also KHALID MOHAMMED AHMED
fire-resistant, due to the chlorine content in AL KHALIFAN
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Chillbutdon’tspillin arage

The heat is on... We are all
reeling under it. And as the
days go ahead, we will get
from the frying pan to the
fire. Just imagine, room
temperatures shooting up
halfway to boiling point in a
few weeks' time!

We need to take care
that our homes are well in-
sulated and cooled such
that they are comfortable
and our power bills do not
hit the roof. On the other
hand, whenever outdoors,
we need to take care to be
well hydrated and avoid di-
rect exposure to the Sun.

But in doing so, we also
need to care for our envi-
ronment. Using cars more
frequently for minor errands
should be avoided to ease
our carbon footprint, air-
conditioner use, especially

those which don't use green
gases, should be minimised,
and cooking must be re-
stricted to just once a day.
We do not have any con-
trol on the environment, but
we do have control on the
way we use gadgets and
devices, appliances and
electronics, such that they
contribute towards reduc-
ing the heat generated
within our homes. Also,

Unlocking Oman's Future

Oman-British Omani Society symposium was held last Thursday

BOGGLER

Each game will present you with a
matrix filled with letters. The
objective is to form words by
linking adjacent letters - to the left,
right, on top, bottom, or diagonal
to each other. The Boggles Classic
game uses a 4 x 4 matrix. Words
are valued at one point for each
letter in excess of two letters. A
three letter word is worth one
point, a four letter word is worth
two points, and so on. Valid words
must be at least three letters long.

Solution 20-25 words:
Excellent, 15-20 words: Very
good, 10-15 words: Good,
5-10 words: Average

WORD BUILDER

You have three minutes to find all
the words contained in this word.

Rules: Words should be at least
four letters long, proper nouns
and duplicates don't count

DO YOU SUDOKU?

LEVEL EASY:
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1to 9 and only one
instance of each number

SUDOKU EASY ANSWER

keeping tempers from flar-
ing, is another way of main-
taining an individual cool
quotient during summer.
Last week, | witnessed a
heated argument between
two cabbies at Ruwi. And
obviously, the bone of con-
tention was about grabbing
each other's passengers.
While tempers flared,
voices raised, and BP levels
escalated, the tea they'd or-

dered from a nearby coffee
shop had cooled off. And as
a sign of contempt, one of
them angrily discarded his
cup of tea at a nearby foot-
path shrub, drenching its
roots with warm 'karak’.

Then, engaging gear in a
rage, he released a few
puffs of black smoke from
the exhaust of his cab be-
fore driving off in a frenzy
that left pedestrians taken
aback, quite literally. Laugh-
ter prevailed after the cab-
bie left and his counterpart
happily slurped his cold tea,
muttering a few mischie-
vous expletives, and signal-
ing to his waiting passen-
gers to get into their seats
as the show was over.

| glanced at the poor-
shrub...that wasn't its first
cup of teal

Photos: V K Shafeer

. Watermelon
Jackfruit

. Sugarcane

. Papaya
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Prejudice?
. Enid Blyton

. Jane Austen
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w

ingredient

. Lemon grass

O0nw>

. Dates pulp

Agatha Christie

Ground cloves
. Cardamom powder

TRIVIA OUIZ - FOR TEENS

1. Whichiis the largest fruit in the world?

. Who is the author of the novel Pride and

. Mary Higgins Clark

. Omani Kahwa is often mixed with this
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ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19

Everyone needs to do a serious cleansing every now and
then. It's your turn now, so you probably want to get se-
rious. If you have the urge to throw things out, even if
you're emotionally attached to them, don't stop yourself.
Think of it as a new start and move on. After all, if you
don't get rid of the old, you can't welcome the new.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20

You're as self-sufficient as anyone can possibly be, so
when someone close approaches you with advice, you're
torn between listening to them and listening to your in-
stincts. Usually, a little of both is best, especially if you
need to be polite. In this particular case, though, your an-
tennae aren't wrong. Pay attention to the common de-
nominator in the advice and your own gut.

GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 21

You're quite a cerebral, intellectual creature, but that
doesn't mean you don't have any feelings, just that you're
better at keeping them contained than most are under
similar circumstances. That talent is vital right now, as
well as your ability to remain objective under fire. You
should do just fine, and you might even amaze the
masses in the process!

CANCER JUNE 22-JULY 22

Something special is headed your way today. It might not
arrive in the most attractive package, or any package at
all, but it's something you've been wanting for a long time.
It has something to do with love, acceptance, and content-
ment, and it's something you may have thought you had
once before. Its entrance isn't dramatic, but you should
understand something you never did before.

LEO JULY 23-AUGUST 22

You're quite proud of everyone you love and everything
you own, and that goes double for those you've worked
hard to keep close. Whether they're newly acquired or
they've been with you since childhood, you've worked
equally hard to keep them nearby Spend some time with
your most beloved people and possessions.

VIRGO AUGUST 23-SEPTEMBER 22

Even if everything seems to be going quite well, you just
can't help but worry that things might take a turn for the
worse. It's time for you to let go of your pessimism, if
possible. You tend to expect perfection, sometimes even
when it's not possible. At the moment, what you want is
entirely possible, even if you don't push yourself into
staying up for two days straight to pull it off!

LIBRA SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 22

You've had troubled sleep for a couple of days now,
mostly because someone you care about is under fire and
you can't quite figure out how to help them handle it.
Force yourself to relax, at least until you can make contact
with the one person you're sure can provide the advice
you need.

SCORPIO OCTOBER 23-NOVEMBER 21

You are somewhat famous for your willingness to do
whatever it takes when someone you love needs you.
That's happening right now, and the hints are sure to keep
coming your way until you find a happy medium between
keeping their secret and enlisting others to come to your
mutual aid. You can pull it off, of course, but you may
need to tell everyone a bit more than you'd like.

SAGITTARIUS NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER 21
You're a born authority figure in the sense that you trust
your own judgment over anyone else's. That's usually a
good plan, because your instincts are ordinarily right on,
but it might not work out as you'd like it to at the moment.
You need to confide in someone else (and trust their
judgment) if you want your plans to succeed.

CAPRICORN DECEMBER 22-JANUARY 19
You've been kind of bored and restless lately, and you
might be thinking that a change of scenery would suit you.
Stop telling yourself that you're just trying to duck out
from responsibilities. Instead, you're trying to find a way
to rejuvenate yourself. Take a loved one along for the ride
- someone you're sure can be more than just company.

AQUARIUS JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18
Your objectivity is legendary among your people. You
may even have been accused of being too coldly rational.
That may be the case sometimes, but right now, you're
dealing with an emotional situation and looking for some
sign of light in the darkness. You know you can only find
the answer by recruiting someone you trust. |

PISCES FEBRUARY 19-MARCH 20

You tend to respect authority figures, though you have
your limits. You admire how much time and energy your
elders have invested into expanding their wisdom and ex-
perience, and you're plenty willing to give them the es-
teem they deserve. When someone offers you their
advice in a somewhat disrespectful manner, you still
know enough to listen up.
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Nlmbu SOda 2 cans chilled soda water
(lemonade) (250ml each)

Ice-cubes, as required
Ingredients Mint leaves (optional) - for gar-
Juice of 8-10 sour limes or nish
200ml fresh lemon concentrate
1 cup sugar (10tbsp) Method

2 tsp rock salt

Mix the lemon juice, sugar, salt

2 glasses water

and water and let the sugar dis-

solve. To serve, place 3-4 ice
cubes in each glass and fill the
glass half with the prepared
lemon syrup.

Then add chilled soda till the
brim and garnish with mint
leaves or slices of lemon. If you
do not like soda, you can replace
it with chilled water.

Rooh Afza Milk
Shake

Ingredients
1 litre chilled full-fat milk

6tbsp Roof Afza syrup

8-10 ice-cubes

tachios - for garnish

Chopped slivers of almond or pis-

Method

Blend 3-4tbsp of Rooh Afza with
chilled milk to create a smooth,
pink milk shake. Add the ice-
cubes and mix well till they dis-
solve. Now, pour Vatbsp of the
syrup along the inside of each
glass. Then, pour the milk shake
in the glasses till the brim.

O the move.

Summer coolers

During summer, enjoy chill drinks at any time of the

day, to let yourself take on the heat with ease
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placement. Specialist in English,

SITUATION WANTED

MEP Design Engineer with experi- Art & Craft. Familiar with local
curriculum. Contact: 91232874

Email: sriyanipeiris@yahoo.com

ence in Design Softwares and
Calculations available on own visa.

Maths, Environmental Studies, and

opposite Souq al Juma.
Contact Kishore Bhanushali on:
98826793

Contact: 99506977

SHOP FOR SALE

Three Dhabeli coffee shops for

Experienced Kindergarten Teacher
with 10 years of experience in

Oman seeking immediate urgent sale at Wadi Kabir,

Room for rent in Darsait, with
bathroom and kitchen. Electricity,
water is free. Rent - RO95
Contact - 99315986

FOR RENT

Muscat 9014 6672, 9679 0684
Sohar 9731 6218 | Salalah 9429 9325

www.orbit-oman.com

* Fleet of 2,000 vehicles

¢ Choose from a wide range
of brands & models

* PDO, OXY and BP spec
vehicles available

* Attractive rates for short-term
&long-term lease

Car Rental & Lease

The most efficient and authentic
Ayurvedic Treatment & Medicine,
Yoga, Kalari, Panchakarma, Massage,
Dhara etc... Rehabilitation, Beauty
therpay & post Delivery Care

Zaher Building ,1st Floor, Flat 8A,

Al Khuwair Service Road ,near Al Zawawi
Mosque & Burger-king Tel:24475280,
GSM: 95371664 , 92504980,
Website:www.siddhayur.com

(1 State of the Art
warehouse and
office in Misfah

(d Centrally located with
ease of access to
Muscat - Nizwa Sohar

OFFICE

700 sq mts of office

space, centralized air
conditioning ready to use.

WAREHOUSE
(1 3000++ pallets space
available on monthly/

per pallet rental bases.

Al Nahdha Tower Beside Hormuz fuel station Al khuwair
mobile numbers :76457976 - 76457768

(1 loading/unloading
bays, with state of the
artracking and
centrally air
conditioning
@21 degree

Wishing you
a very special birthday
and a wonderful
year ahead!

CONTACTNO: 93893596
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the 2025 American Music Awards, where she

will also perform for the first time on TV since
2018.

Jackson, who has won 11 American Music Awards

J anet Jackson is set to receive the Icon Award at

Prateik Smita
Patil didn't invite
father Raj Babbar
for his wedding

Prateik Smita Patil's family dynamics
came under public scrutiny when his
father Raj Babbar and family were not
invited to his wedding with Priya Baner-
jee on February 14 this year. Prateik
hosted an intimate and private cere-
mony at his late mother Smita Patil's
house.

In a recent interview with Zoom,
Prateik revealed the real reason why he
didn't invite his father, veteran actor Raj
Babbar and his family to the wedding.
The venue where Prateik
got married - his late
mother's house -
played a crucial

his mother
Smita Patil and
step-mother
Nadira Babbar had is-

sues in the past. To protect the sanctity
of the house and his wedding, he didn't
want to invite Raj Babbar and his family
to the wedding.

over the

ﬁwﬂ@

Kelly Clarkson

moon with

stunning weight loss

erhouse vocals and relatable, charming personality
as she sang hits from ‘Since U Been Gone' to the
brand-new ‘Where Have You Been'. At one point in

the show, Clarkson chatted with an audience mem-
ber who excitedly praised her 'sexy’ appearance. She

appreciated the co

mpliment, especially in the wake

of her recent weight loss — but joked about strug-
gling to admire others' looks aloud on the set of her

NBC talk show.

over the course of her 50 years in the music industry,
is also a ‘Rock and Roll Hall of Fame' inductee, five-
time Grammy winner and two-time Emmy winner
who has sold more than 180 million albums world-
wide. The chart-topper is one of only four artists to
have a No 1album on the Billboard 200 in the 1980s,
'90s, '00s and "10s, alongside Bruce Springsteen,
Barbra Streisand and U2.

SETTO
RECEIVE
ICON
AWARD
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Lee Do Hyun is
back...Yaay!

Lee Do Hyun — yes, The

Lee Do Hyun — is offi-

cially out of the military

and back in civilian life,

and honestly, the world
just feels right again.

He had enlisted in the Korean Air Force band
on August 14, 2023, and after what felt like for-
ever (21 months, but who's counting? Me. | was
counting.), he was discharged this week. He's
back. He's free. And he's looking as dreamy as
ever.

Even though he was in the military, it's like he
never really left us. His movie Exhuma was a
total mega hit — like, 11.9 million people went to
see it. No big deal, just Korea's biggest movie
star returning with a bang. He even won Best
New Actor at the Baeksang Awards (| cried
watching his acceptance speech, btw).

But wait, there's more — he was also in
Death’s Game (so good) and Sweet Home 3 on
Netflix. The man literally served his country and
served face, talent, and emotions at the same

role behit Kelly Clarkson is celebrating where she's at in life. time. Like, how?

decision. The Grammy winner, 43, performed at Hard Rock Since his debut in Prison Playbook, he's just
Prat Live at Etess Arena in Atlantic City, New Jersey on kept getting better. Don't even get me started

shared Saturday, May 10, and filled the venue with her pow- on The Glory and The Good Bad Mother... | could

write essays. | already have.

His agency says he's getting tonnes of offers
now — dramas, films, ads, photoshoots...like
duh, he's a walking heart attack.

Oh, and yes, he's still dating Lim Ji Yeon. Am
| jealous? Just a little (okay a lot), but it's fine. |
just hope he's happy... Welcome back, Lee Do
Hyun. The world missed you. | missed you.

Muscat Private Hospital pertorms first-ever
TEVAR surgery in Oman’s private sector

LIFE-SAVING VASCULAR SURGERY SETS A NEW STANDARD
FOR EMERGENCY CARE IN THE SULTANATE

uscat Private Hospital
(MPH) has made a
historic breakthrough
in Oman's private
healthcare sector by successfully per-
forming a Thoracic Endovascular Aor-

vices in Oman, in alignment with our
Vision and Mission. We strive to en-
sure that every patient receives ex-
ceptional care and attention,
reflecting our dedication to health
and wellness in the community."

tic Repair (TEVAR)—a highly

complex and life-saving vascular pro- Advanced Capabilities
cedure—on a critically injured road Backed by Technology
accident victim. The surgery, con- and Expertise

ducted on May 3, 2025, marks the
first TEVAR performed in a private
hospital in Oman. 8TH May , 2025
patient went home.

The patient, Mumtaz Ahmed, 38,
suffered a severe aortic tear along
with multiple injuries including rib

Dr. Raymond Elias, Medical Director
at MPH, stated:

“The TEVAR surgery is a break-
through in private trauma care. MPH
stands ready with expert personnel
and advanced infrastructure to re-
spond effectively to medical emer-

fractures, spinal damage, and liver gencies.”

trauma following a road accident on

April 25 in Kalba, Musandam. After Doctor’s Road Safety
initial stabilization at a government Message: “Seatbelts Save
hospital, he was transferred to Mus- Lives”

cat Private Hospital, Baushar, for ad-
vanced surgical intervention due to
capacity limitations at the public
facility.

“A Milestone

Dr. Ahmed Salim Mohammed Al
Aufi, Consultant Vascular and
Trauma Surgeon and the lead sur-
geon for the case, commented:

“This TEVAR procedure is a major
achievement—not only for Muscat
Private Hospital but for Oman'’s entire
private healthcare system. The suc-
cessful outcome is a testament to
rapid response, seamless teamwork,

Dr. Ahmed Al Aufi

and access to the latest technology in
patient care.”
Dr. Ahmed Adufi led a skilled mul-

Hassan Al Lawati, CEO

tidisciplinary team that included Dr.
Zahra Ghanim Ahmed (Consultant
Anesthetist), Cathlab specialists, ICU

Dr. Ahmed Aufi used the opportunity
to stress a critical public health mes-
sage:

“In this case, the most severe in-
jury occurred to a passenger in the

& OT nurses, and support from Dr.
Amr Hassan (HOD, Heart Center).

“We Don't
Compete - We
Complete Each
Other”

- Hassan Al Lawati, CEO

Hassan Al Lawati, CEO of Muscat Pri-
vate Hospital, emphasized the impor-

tance of public-private synergy in life-
saving healthcare delivery:

pitals like MPH are equipped to han-
dle critical, high-end medical
procedures.”

He also praised the team's efforts
- including emergency responders,
radiology, laboratory, pharmacy, and
biomedical departments - and ac-
knowledged the role of support
teams in delivering high-quality care.

"MPH is committed to providing
the highest quality healthcare ser-

back seat without a seatbelt. Let this
be a reminder - seatbelts must be

for Private The minimally invasive procedure in- “This achievement is a perfect ex-  mandatory for all vehicle occupants,
Healthcal‘e ln volved inserting a vascular stent via a ample of a successful Public-Private not just those in the front seats.”

' catheter to repair the torn aorta - an Partnership (PPP) in action. It reflects Hassan al Lawati - CEO, Dr Ray-
Oman injury that is typically fatal without our alignment with Oman Vision mond Elias - Medical Director, HOD
- Dr. Ahmed Al Aufi immediate intervention. 2040, showcasing how private hos- & General Laparoscopic Surgery, Dr

Zahra Ghanim Ahmed - HOD, Con-
sultant Anesthesia & Intensivist, Dr
Ahmed Salim Mohammed al Aufi,
Consultant Vascular and Trauma
Surgery, Dr Amr Abdullah Mo-
hammed Hassan, HOD, Consultant
Interventional Cardiologist, Admin &
Marketing Team Madhu Ramaiah ,
Vijayakumar and Prema Thimmiah
along with the patient Mumtaz was
present at the announcement.

MOH#3446526/2025

dvertorial

<




